
By Brett Thorne
Kyle Mayor Lucy Johnson is looking to 

wash her hands of Monarch Utilities, the 
water and wastewater utility that local offi-
cials say has been overcharging customers 

and stifling commercial growth in the city.
In April, Johnson provided testimony 

for Senate Bill 1612, authored by state Sen. 
Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, which would 
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Federal cutbacks 
felt in Hays County

City officials hope to end water war

Comprehensive plan  
aims to shape growth

San Marcos getting ready for population surge

Neighborhood activist Jaimy Breihan (third from left) and other San Marcos residents discuss the city’s expected growth at a 
public meeting in 2012. Officials and volunteers used the input when developing the city’s new comprehensive master plan.

By Wes Ferguson
San Marcos’ population of 

46,685 is expected to swell by 
70 percent during the next two 
decades, according to estimates 
from the Texas State Data Center.

The city is sandwiched between 
the rapidly expanding metropoli-
tan areas of San Antonio and Aus-
tin. Factor in a growing university 
and a cherished river, and city offi-
cials say it is no wonder that San 
Marcos is expected to add about 
33,000 residents by 2035.

With the approval of a new 
comprehensive master plan in 
April, City of San Marcos offi-
cials and residents have articu-
lated a vision for their city and a 
game plan for growth. The plan, 
Vision San Marcos: A River Runs 
Through Us, aims to make room 
for new residents and businesses 
while preserving the character of 
established neighborhoods and 
protecting environmentally sensi-
tive areas, among other goals.

“San Marcos is about to 
explode,” said Matthew Lewis, 
the city’s planning and services 

director. “This is going to be a true 
central location for Central Texas, 
and we’re putting tools in place 
that are going to forever change 
how San Marcos develops for the 
positive.”

Goals for growth
Drawing on extensive input 

from residents, Vision San Marcos 
sets goals and objectives for eco-
nomic development; environment 
and resource protection; land 

By Nancy Young
Federal budget shortfalls and proposed 

cuts could have far-reaching effects for a 
number of San Marcos–area organizations.

Gary Job Corps, the federal education and 
career training program in San Marcos, cut 
about 350 students during a spring admissions 
freeze that ended April 21, said Issa Arnita, a 
spokesman for Management Training Corp.

The company operates the center on behalf 
of the U.S. Department of Labor, which 
implemented the 12-week freeze at its 125 
Job Corps centers in January as it grappled 
with a $61.5 million spending gap.

“Because of their [federal] budget short-
fall, they’re making us cut back,” said Arnita,  

use; neighborhoods and housing; 
parks, public spaces and facilities; 
and transportation.

For example, the plan envisions 
high-density redevelopment along 
I-35 from Aquarena Springs Drive 
to Hopkins Street. It also encour-
ages development to the north, 
south and east.

With the city’s vision for itself 
in place, municipal staff members 
have begun the task of integrating 
that plan into the city’s operations. 

A rewrite of the land-use code, 
which will help guide zoning deci-
sions, is set to begin this summer, 
and city officials are re-evaluating 
future infrastructure projects to 
encourage development in areas of 
preferred growth.

“We talk about the completion 
of the plan, but really a lot of the 
work is just now beginning,” said 
Jane Hughson, chairwoman of 
the Vision San Marcos Citizen’s 
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See San Marcos | 25

See Cutbacks | 29

See Water | 27

*20 percent increase to take effect in october 
2013 if approved by city council

Monthly consumer cost per 5,000 gallonsUtility rates vary

Monarch GoForThcounTy Line

$50 $35$71.47
ciTy oF KyLe

$46.96*
the drought and booming 
population of central texas 
have led to increases in 
water rates from public- and 
investor-owned utilities. 
residents within the city limits 
of Kyle receive water service 
from the city’s municipal 
water system or one of three 
investor-owned utilities. 

Sources: municipal and private water suppliers
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At St. David’s South Austin Medical Center, we know that every second counts when a  
patient has a blocked artery. And that the time between when she arrives at our facility and when  
her blocked artery is opened is the most critical of all. We call it door-to-balloon time and while  

the ACC recommends 90 minutes or less, we average just 45 minutes. Cardiovascular disease is the  
#1 killer of women, regardless of race. �at’s why we race to save their lives every day.

AN ARRIVAL-TO-TREATMENT TIME  

THAT’S 50%
BETTER THAN   

WHAT THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF CARDIOLOGY RECOMMENDS? 

IT WASN’T ABOUT SAVING TIME.

IT WAS ABOUT SAVING LIVES.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse  
about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627 or (888) 868-2104.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.southaustinmed.com
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Keeping you informed. Helping you make decisions.
This is what you need in a mortgage company.

A PNC mortgage brings you more than money.
At PNC Mortgage, we want you to feel confident that you’re making 

the right decision when buying a home. So, we do all we can to 

simplify the loan process and keep you informed.

We bring you experienced mortgage loan 
of� cers who go above and beyond to help you
through the process

We are so con� dent in our ability to close on time 
that we back our promise with a cash assurance

With PNC Mortgage Center™ we are available
24/7, helping you track the progress of your
mortgage every step of the way

An online learning center helps you learn every-
thing you can, before you make a decision, during 
the process and even agter you close your loan

To learn more, please call me.
And let’s talk about the best home loan 
options for your situation.

Chris Beltran
Market Manager
NMLS# 418640
512-750-3771
chris.beltran@pncmortgage.com
www.pncmortgage.com/austin

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank, National Association, a subsidary of PNC. All loans are 
provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit approval and property appraisal. Rates may increase after settlement. Terms and conditions on this offer are 
subject to change without notice. PNC Mortgage Advantage is a registered trademark of the PNC Fincancial Services Group, Inc. Any payment we make pursuant to this Guarantee 
maybe reported to the IRS FORM 1099 MISC. Consult with a tax professional regarding the potential tax implications. The full terms and conditions of PNC Mortgage Advantage can 
be found at https://www.pncmortgage.com/advantage. ©2013 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. Member FDIC

ATTENTION RENTERS: OWN A HOME NOW!

Renters are throwing away thousands of dollars & missing out on owning a home.
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In April, our staff 
spent an afternoon 
exploring Spring Lake, 
where crystal-clear 
groundwater surges 
up through a series of 
springs in the lakebed 
to form the San Mar-
cos River. We looked 
for native species such 
as swamp rabbits and 
Texas river cooters and 

saw more fish than we could count as we scooted 
across the water in one of the lake’s famed glass-
bottom boats. 

I hadn’t visited Spring Lake since I was 8 years old, 
during a family vacation in 1988. Back then, the lake 
was the centerpiece of the Aquarena Springs amuse-
ment park, where visitors once flocked to see Ralph 
the swimming pig and “aqua maids” who frolicked 
before guests in the submarine theater. I’m told my 

8-year-old self liked the aqua maids a lot.
Today, Ralph and the aqua maids are gone, and 

Spring Lake is being restored to its pristine, pre–
Aquarena Springs state, a crucial endeavor given San 
Marcos residents’ devotion to the river that flows 
from the springs. River protection and environmen-
tal conservation are major components of the City of 
San Marcos’ new comprehensive master plan, Vision 
San Marcos: A River Runs Through Us. 

You can read about the plan in our front-page 
story, “San Marcos getting ready for population 
surge.” Also be sure to check out the San Marcos 
River guide on pages 20–21 in which graphic designer 
Brandy Cohen maps several routes for tubers and 
kayakers. Then feel free to hit the water—and keep an 
eye out for those swamp rabbits.
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Advanced Mobility Systems of Texas
512-295-3800 | www.advancedmobility.net
239 Commercial Dr. | Buda, TX 78610 | 866-211-8267

Wheelchair Accessible Vans & Trucks
Wheelchair & Scooter Lifts

Transfer Seats & Hand Controls

correction: Volume 2, issue 12
on Page 14, in the Vote 2013 election guide, Hays ciSd 
board member marty Kanetzky was misquoted in a 
question-and-answer feature with board candidates. 
Her response to the question “Why should voters 
choose you?” should have been: “Voters should choose 
me because i have been a consistent advocate for 
raising academic expectations for all our students, 
accountability at every level, recognizing that learning is 
not a one-size-fits-all experience, making more effective 
use of technology in our schools and better stewardship 
of taxpayer dollars.”

What would be the most effective way  
to improve commutes between Austin 
and Hays County?

  34.12%                          Build a high-speed rail line

  27.06%              Extend SH 45 SW from moPac to Fm 1626

  20%          create jobs in Hays county so fewer  
     drivers will be on the road

                        15.29%  Widen i-35

     2.35%  offer bus service

     1.18%  other 

results from an unscientific Web survey collected 4/8/13–5/7/13

ReadeR cOMMeNTs

san Marcos cisd superintendent  
recommends two bond propositions
impactnews.com/sbk

“The new communist methodology is to rush everything 
through, because if we had time to THINK about it first, 
who’d be crazy enough to vote for it?”

— Bob Sevante

Possible rebound on horizon  
for san Marcos home sales
impactnews.com/sbk

“Wow. This article reveals how far out of touch some devel-
opers are. Or, should I say, how short term–minded?”

—Vincent

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
Take The pOll

lasT MONTh’s pOll ResulTs

When San Marcos leaders plan for 
growth, what should be their top 
priority?

  take the poll online at impactnews.com/sbk-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.
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Coming Soon

4  James Rios, the owner of Centerfield 
Sports Bar & Grill in Kyle, plans to open 
Cleveland’s, 100 N. Main St., Buda, 
on May 25. The restaurant will offer 
traditional Cajun fare, chicken, steaks, 
seafood and drinks in the 100-year-old 
E.J. Cleveland building, the former site 
of Buda Grocery and Grill.

5  Shawn Graham expects to open 
Wortheffort Woodworking School, 122 
S. Edward Gary St., Ste. B, San Marcos, 
in August. The school and art gallery will 
offer woodworking classes tailored to 
various skill levels and ages, beginning 
with middle school-aged children up to 
adults. www.wortheffort.com

Expansions

6  Garden-Ville, 3606 FM 1327, 
Creedmoor, doubled its retail space in 
March. The San Marcos location, 2212 
Old RR 12, San Marcos, also increased 
its space. The stores sell gardening tools, 
fertilizer, mulch and more. 512-329-4900. 
www.garden-ville.com

7  Griffith Ford San Marcos, 1305 S. 
I-35, San Marcos, will open a new location 
on I-35 south of Yarrington Road in  
mid- to late 2014. The dealership sells  
new and used cars. 512-353-3673.  
www.griffithfordsanmarcos.com 

Relocations

8  In early June, SNJ Academics 
will open at 3870 FM 967, Buda, after 
moving from Carpenter Hill Elementary 
School in Buda. Under the direction 
of Selina Vasquez Mireles, a math 
professor at Texas State University, the 
business works with students, parents 
and teachers to provide math tutoring, 
test preparation and development of 
higher-level thinking skills, among 
other services. SNJ Academics has also 
scheduled a series of weeklong math 
classes June 10–Aug. 23. 512-644-3218. 
www.snjacademics.com 

Now Open

1  Owners Lisa and Paul Ray opened 
Vape Shop San Marcos, 2626 Hunter 
Road, Ste. 101, San Marcos, on April 9. 
The store sells electronic cigarettes and 
165 flavors of its homemade “e-juice,”  
the liquid that mimics traditional 
tobacco. 512-392-4525.  
www.vapeshopsanmarcos.com 

2  Andrew and Bonnie Hughson Cox 
opened H Heart Guest House, 3290 S. Old 
Stagecoach Road, Kyle, on April 30. The 
getaway home features four bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, a full kitchen, television 
and Internet access on a 125-acre working 
ranch. 512-636-9579

3  Kevin Callahan and Joseph 
Posenecker opened The Local Smoke 

at Mimi’s Trailer Park Eatery, 310 N. 
Guadalupe St., San Marcos, in early 
April. Callahan said menu items rotate 
daily and have included curry-spiced 
lamb belly, grilled quail and other locally 
sourced ingredients, many of them grown 
at The Local Smoke’s farm in Buda. 
Callahan and Posenecker sell the excess 
produce, including tomatoes, squash and 
peppers, at the trailer. 512-484-9269

IMPACTS

SNUGTOPS • TRAILERS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES • SHEDS

Stone’s 
Trailers

Proud Dealer of 
SnugTop for 

over 20 years! 2001 N. IH-35 | San Marcos, TX 78666 
M-F 9a.m. - 5p.m. | Sat. 9a.m. - 2p.m.

512-353-8244
StonesTrailers.com

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Coupon must be present. Expires 6/30/13

Jump into our
SPRING SAVINGS
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9  Taqueria El Charro Tapatio opened 
in its new location at 311 E. Hopkins 
St., San Marcos, on April 19. Serving 
Mexican food seven days a week with 
a daily lunch buffet, the restaurant has 
been owned and managed by Miguel 
Leon Santos since 2011. 512-392-2888

Anniversaries

10  Cafe Monet, 145 E. Hopkins St., San 
Marcos, celebrated its first anniversary 
May 4. The gallery, which offers 
children’s summer camps throughout 
July and August, gives customers the 
opportunity to paint their own pottery 
and mosaics. 512-805-2800.  
www.cafemonet.org 

11  Scott Yarbrough celebrated the 
fourth anniversary of the Yarbrough 
Agency, 225 W. Hopkins St., San Marcos, 
on May 1. Yarbrough provides a range 
of financial planning services including 
life insurance, group and individual 
retirement planning, annuities and 
more. 512-754-2700. 
www.yarbroughagency.com

12  Mattress Firm, 5167 Kyle Center 
Drive, Ste. 100, Kyle, celebrates its second 
anniversary in May. The business sells 
mattresses, pillows, frames and other 
bedding accessories. The store also offers 
same-day delivery. 512-268-2333.  
www.mattressfirm.com.  
Twitter: @mattressfirm

13  Ulta, 1050 McKinley Place Drive, 
Ste. 120, San Marcos, celebrates its 
second anniversary in May. The salon 
offers men’s and women’s haircuts, 
microdermabrasion, hair styling and 
cosmetics. 512-392-3308. www.ulta.com. 
Twitter: @ulta_beauty 

14  Zelick’s, 333 W. Hopkins St., San 
Marcos, celebrates its second anniversary 
in May. The bar offers happy hours on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday with 
$1 off margaritas and $6 pitchers of 
Pabst Blue Ribbon, as well as Tuesdays 
and Thursdays that feature beer bucket 

specials. 512-757-8787.  
www.zelickssm.com

15  Creekside Villas Senior Village 
Apartments, 590 FM 967, Buda, 
celebrates its second anniversary in May. 
The apartment complex is reserved for 
adults 55 and older. Each apartment 
features full-size washer and dryer 
connections, and the complex features 
an elevator, fitness center and more. 
512-295-1900. www.merrittcommunities.
com/creeksidevillas

Katy Scruton and Robby Roden celebrated 
the first anniversary of 3z Realty on April 
19. The company offers a wide range of real 
estate services including representation for 
sales and leasing, investments, property 
management and property staging.  
866-999-3349. www.3zrealty.com 

School Notes

On May 1, the Hays CISD board of 
trustees named Michael McKie the lone 
finalist for the district’s superintendent 
position. In Texas, being named the lone 
finalist is equivalent to receiving the 
job. McKie comes from Fort Bend ISD 
near Houston, where he was the interim 
superintendent. The job became available 
in November when former Hays CISD 
Superintendent Jeremy Lyon announced 
he would be taking a job with Frisco ISD. 
www.hayscisd.net

On April 25, the Texas House of 
Representatives passed a bill to drop 
“San Marcos” from the official name of 
Texas State University-San Marcos. The 
Senate approved the legislation April 10. 
Texas State officials said the change was 
necessary following the opening of a 
campus in Round Rock in 2005. Authored 
by freshman Sen. Donna Campbell, 
R-New Braunfels, the legislation was sent 
to Gov. Rick Perry for his approval May 1. 
www.txstate.edu

Community Service

Pet Prevent a Litter of Central Texas 

(PALS) announced April 22 that the 
organization was receiving $12,000 from 
the American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals for its public-
service spay-and-neuter project. PALS 
President Kate Shaw said the money 
would help the organization spay and 
neuter about 85 dogs and 120 cats. Since 
2003, the organization has issued more 
than 8,000 vouchers for spaying and 
neutering. 512-754-7257.  
www.preventalitter.com/spay-neuter 

Closings

16  Three Birds Treasures, 101-B San 
Antonio St., San Marcos, closed on May 
10. The shop sold furniture, antiques and 
collectibles.

In the News

17  On May 8, the Greater San Marcos 
Partnership, 1340 Wonder World 
Drive, Ste. 108, San Marcos, announced 
its selection of Adriana Cruz as the 
organization’s new president. Cruz had 
been the vice president of global corporate 
recruitment for the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce. She is scheduled 
to begin June 3, replacing Amy Madison, 
who resigned in February.  
www.greatersanmarcostx.com

18  The Furniture Restoration Place, 
111 Texas Ave., San Marcos, held a grand 
reopening May 10 to celebrate Ryan  
and Anna Broome’s purchase of the 
business in 2012. The shop’s services 
include restoration, preservation and 
repair of wood, metal, plastic and  
glass furniture. 512-396-9933.  
www.furniturerestorationplace.com 

19  On April 15, Ruben Ruiz, award-
winning author and CEO of Ruiz 
Financial Group LLC, 1920A Corporate 
Drive, Ste. 106-A, San Marcos, 
announced the launch of his third book, 
“My Own Financial Blueprint.” In the 
book, Ruiz lays out a 12-step path to 
financial independence. 512-396-2487. 
www.moneyconcepts.com news or questions about San marcos, Buda or Kyle? 

E-mail sbknews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Brett Thorne

Co-owner Lisa Ray, with employee Paul Noel, offers 
electronic cigarettes at Vape Shop San Marcos.

1

H Heart Guest House features three bedrooms on 
a 125-acre working ranch in Kyle.

2

The Local Smoke opened in San Marcos in early 
April and uses locally sourced ingredients.

3

Horticulturalist Willy Glenn prepares flowers at 
Garden-Ville in Creedmoor.
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(512) 396-3388
709 S. Interstate 35 

San Marcos, TX

Hours of Operation: 
Mon–Thurs 8:30am–7pm

 Fri–Sat 9am–6:30pm

www.harbisonautosales.com

Lowest Down payments 
in the business!

Low monthly payments!
Everyone is approved for fi nancing!

Se habla espanol!

Bring this ad when purchasing a 
vehicle from Harbison Auto Sales 

and receive a $50 gas card!!!

$50
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ROUND ROCK

AUSTIN

(512) 458-8400

Serving San Marcos, Buda, Kyle and Southwest Austin

Research Blvd.

1

183

Gentiva accepts patients for care regardless of age, race, color national origin, religion, sex, disability, being a qualified disabled veteran, being a qualified disabled
veteran of the Vietnam era, or any other category protected by law, or decisions regarding advance directives. © 2011 Gentiva Health Services, Inc.  MKT3144

We believe that every moment matters. Maybe that’s why so many 
families believe in us when it comes to choosing a hospice  
provider. For more information or to receive our free DVD, 
“Hospice and Your Loved One,”  
call 512-392-9138.

gentiva.com/hospice
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Demand for real estate increasing in 
Manchaca, but infrastructure limited
By Joe Olivieri 

Manchaca, an unincorporated commu-
nity along FM 1626, is poised for growth.

To the north, Southwest Austin has 
recently been called a strong real estate 
market by several industry professionals. 
To the south, Hays County is one of the 
fastest-growing counties in Texas, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau.

The demand for real estate has made 
far South Austin and Manchaca “the next 
logical opportunity for development” 
because of location and traffic times, said 
Mark Sprague, state director of informa-
tion capital for Independence Title. 

However, Sprague said that most of the 
single-family homes less than $200,000 
are now located south in Buda and Kyle or 
north in Williamson County. He predicted 
that most of the major future growth will 
occur in East Austin, partially because 
commuters are increasingly less willing to 
tolerate long commutes.

“Bedroom communities in Texas metros 
will need to aggressively pursue corpora-
tions to be in their community, which will 
in turn affect values,” Sprague said. 

Buda Planning Director Chance Sparks 
said he would argue that the City of Buda 
is already a bedroom community. 

“Most of the people that live here com-
mute to Austin or San Marcos,” he said. 
“Ultimately what we’re hoping to do is cre-
ate a situation where people live here, but 
they can be employed here as well. If they 
have to go through that 30-minute com-
mute to Austin, maybe they will decide 
that they don’t want to do that anymore.” 

ETJ and annexation
Manchaca is in Austin’s extraterritorial 

jurisdiction, or ETJ—any area within 5 
miles of Austin’s boundary that is not part 
of the city limits or ETJ of another city. 
Only Austin can annex land in its ETJ, 
which extends to Buda’s ETJ.

Austin ETJ residents officially live in 

unincorporated Travis County or Hays 
County. They do not pay city taxes and 
only vote on referendums that affect them, 
Austin City Planner Virginia Collier said.

One advantage of an ETJ is that it allows 
Austin to regulate some aspects of devel-
opment outside its city limits, such as 
minimum standards for road access or lot 
size, according to the city’s website.

People are moving to the area’s subdivi-
sions, but the community may remain less 
densely populated until developers can 
affordably connect to Austin resources. 
Sprague said there is a limited supply of 
available single-family housing and no 
major projects on the way. 

Chip Kidd, owner of Chip Kidd Realty 
Services, called accessibility to city water 
and sewer lines the most important ele-
ments that spur dense growth. 

“The things that have prevented Man-
chaca from blowing up years ago are the 
lack of sewer and water,” he said. “The inter-
est is there, but the infrastructure is not.”

Greater density could be more com-
mon if Austin annexed Manchaca and 
extended its pipelines—thereby making it 
more affordable for developers to connect 
to utilities—but city officials say there are 
no plans to do that in the near future.

Buda also does not have plans to incor-
porate land in its ETJ between the city 
limits and Manchaca, Sparks said. City 
Council determines its annual annexa-
tion and growth priorities each January, 
he added, but annexing land can be a 
complex, three-year process if more than 
99 residential properties are involved.

Kidd said he has been expecting the 
area to grow rapidly for years. 

“Ultimately it will grow at some point, 
and the utilities will be extended. Where 
there’s a will, there’s a way,” he said. “For 
the 33 years I’ve been out here, I have 
thought that the sheer demand and city 
growth would have extended those [utili-
ties], and it just hasn’t happened yet.”

NEWS

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2013 Volvo S60 T5
$279mo 2

**Up to $1,000 in extra incentive cash

2013 Legacy 2.5i 
Sport CVT Sedan
with All Weather Package

$244mo 1

Absolutely $0 Down! Absolutely $

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic
$329mo3

Save an additional $1,000 with 
Audi Owner Loyalty Program

2012 Porsche 
Panamera
$8,000o� 4

1 - Subaru - Model DAE. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $244, � nal pymt / residual = $13,987. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,903. Stk# Z8436. O� ers expire 5/31/13. 2 - Volvo - Lease the FWD now for: $279 per month for 24 
months** with $2,628 cash due at signing *48 months at $21 per month per $1,000 � nanced.  **$1,000 includes application of $1,000 Volvo Loyalty Bonus  ***No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $279, based on $32,795 MSRP of 2013 S60 T5 FWD, includes destination charge and application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at 
$0.25 / mile.  Expires May 31, 2013.  Lease payment per month assumes application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and $1,000 towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements must be met for Loyalty Bonus o� er. Please see retailer for details.Advertised lease payments and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on 
FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.  Lease payment per month assumes application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and $1,000 towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements must be met for Loyalty Bonus o� er.  3 - Audi - 42 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0392 based on MSRP $35,770 with Heated 
Front Seats, Convenience Pkg, Lighting Pkg, All-weather Mats and Trunk Liner. $3,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $329 � rst mo. pymt + $0 security deposit = $4,523 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $17,527.30. 42 monthly payments of $329. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance 
and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 5-31-13. 4 - Porsche - See dealer for details. O� er expires 5-31-13.
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Source: city of austin
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Stay local. Go mobile.
Community Impact Newspaper’s 

hyperlocal news and deals are now 
available in a mobile-friendly format. 

Visit our new mobile site on any 
smartphone at impactnews.com

Anywhere. Anytime. Absolutely free.
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SAN mARCOS San Marcos CISD is 
getting a football stadium. The district 
will also build a new prekindergarten 
facility, conduct renovations to a number 
of campuses and make other improve-
ments after voters approved $77 million 
in bond projects during the May 11 
election.

Superintendent Mark Eads said the 
election results showed him that San 
Marcos residents are “really and truly 
ready to move forward” with improving 

the school district.
“It’s going to make a difference,” he 

said. “We’re going to have people knock-
ing down our doors to be in San Marcos.”

More than 58.7 percent of San Marcos 
CISD voters approved Proposition 1, 
which focuses on $58.58 million worth 
of campus improvements, new facilities 
and security measures. Nearly 52 percent 
of voters favored Proposition 2, which 
authorizes the district to issue $18.4 mil-
lion in bonds to build a stadium at San 

Marcos High School.
San Marcos CISD board member 

John Crowley was also re-elected May 
11. He received 325 votes to defeat chal-
lenger Michelle Hamilton, who received 
256 votes.

“I liked a lot of things about the bond, 
but some things I was concerned about,” 
Crowley said. “It’s a democratic process. 
Voters voted for both of the propositions, 
and they voted for me, and I support the 
will of the voters.”

kylE On May 11, Kyle voters 
approved a $36 million bond plan that 
will fund construction of five roads 
throughout the city, with 69.74 percent 
voting for the bond and 30.26 voting 
against it.

Kyle Mobility Committee member Joe 
Bacon said the election represented a vic-
tory for Kyle voters.

“It means there is finally a plan in 
place for roads in Kyle,” Bacon said. “We 
worked very hard on it, and we’re very 
proud of the results.”

The five roads to receive improvements 
are Bunton Creek, Lehman and Goforth 
roads as well as Burleson Street and 
Marketplace Avenue. According to the 
project timeline, engineering for the five 
roads will begin in 2014.

749-1514
105 E Hopkins
San Marcos
Open 7days a week
www.hayscoout� tters.com

E Hopkins St.N. Guadalupe St.

E San Antonio St.

The Square

Gruene Outfi tters has expanded 
into San Marcos!

Visit Hays Co. Outfi tters on the square!

$25 OFF
any purchase 

over $100
Includes sale items. 

Offer expires 
6-19-2013.

Kyle voters approve $36 million bond election to address 5 roadways Election results

Pair of San Marcos CISD bond propositions both approved by voters

Compiled by Wes Ferguson and Brett Thorne

San MarcoS cISD

HaYS cISD

KYLE cITY coUncIL
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Marty Kanetzky (i) 

300 votes  
(60.36%)

John Crowley (i)

325 votes  
(55.94%)

Michelle Hamilton

256 votes  
(44.06%)

Debbie Munoz

197 votes  
(39.64%)

D
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t 
5

Joe Bacon 

298 votes  
(42.21%)

Chad Benninghoff 

324 votes  
(45.89%)

Bill Sinor 

84 votes  
(11.90%)

D
is

tr
ic

t 
3

Kyle City Council candidates Joe Bacon 
and Chad Benninghoff are heading to a 
runoff election at a date to be determined 
because neither candidate received more 
than 50 percent of the vote on May 11. 
Results are unofficial until they have been 
canvassed.

For: 560 votes (69.74%)
Against: 243 votes (30.26%)

Source: City of Kyle
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Kyle

Bunton creek road

2015
YEar

$4 million
coSt

Average annual property tax increase: $50.35

Average annual property tax increase: $24.55

Average annual property tax increase: $29.40

2016
YEar

$6.85 million
coSt

Lehman road

2017
YEar

$7.3 million
coSt

Burleson Street

Average annual property tax increase: $53.66

2019
YEar

$3.34 million
coSt

Goforth road

Average annual property tax increase: $61.75

2018
YEar

$8.4 million
coSt

Marketplace avenue

The $36 million City of Kyle road bond includes $6 
million for engineering services and about $30 
million for repairs and construction of five roadways.  
The total cost to taxpayers, including interest 
payments, is an estimated $52 million.

Kyle road bond projects

∆ $24.76 million
Renovations and upgrades to De 
Zavala, Hernandez and Mendez 
elementary schools; and Goodnight 
and Miller middle schools

∆ $13.6 million
New student activity complex and 
athletics facilities renovations

∆ $12.7 million
New prekindergarten facility for 
600 students at an old elementary 
school campus on Hwy. 123

∆ $5.07 million
New Phoenix campus for  
250 students in the alternative 
education program

∆ $1.65 million
Security cameras and surveillance 
infrastructure plus card reader 
access systems to campuses

∆ $800,000
Additional parking and storage 
for the district’s maintenance and 
transportation departments

ProPoSITIon 2
For: 1,498 votes (51.98%)

Against: 1,384 votes (48.02%)

∆ $18.4 million
Construct a new athletics complex with seating 
for 8,000 that will be owned, maintained, and 
operated by the district, rather than renting 
Bobcat Stadium from Texas State University

ProPoSITIon 1 For: 1,689 votes (58.73%) • Against: 1,187 votes (41.27%)
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CITy & COUNTy
News from San Marcos, Buda, Kyle and Hays County Compiled by Wes Ferguson, Korri Kezar and Brett Thorne

Planning and zoning commission OKs amendment allowing H-E-B to build on McCarty Lane

Mayors summit highlights regional approach

City Council tables Old Town Kyle ordinance

City Council approves 654.96-acre annexation

SAN mARCOS The San Marcos Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission took steps 
April 9 to allow H-E-B to build its third 
store in the city.

The grocery retailer is negotiating the 
purchase of about 17 acres at the intersec-
tion of I-35 and McCarty Lane, part of the 
McCarty Commons Planned Develop-
ment District, city officials said.

Commissioners voted unanimously to 
amend the district to reroute a proposed 
walking trail, permit a car wash and make 
other modifications that will allow H-E-B 
to build its typical store on the site.

“They can have whatever they want if 
it means we get a third grocery store in 
this town,” Commissioner Curtis Seebeck 
joked.

The store would occupy the northwest 
corner of McCarty Commons, a 241.5-acre 
planned development between San Marcos 
Premium Outlets and Embassy Suites. 
Approved by City Council in 2008, the 
concept plan features trails, nearly 54 acres 
of open space and a mix of retail, restau-
rants, lodging, offices and residential lots.

“Staff certainly realizes the benefit of 
an H-E-B in this location and has worked 
with the applicant to allow the needed 
flexibility for a store,” said Emily Koller, a 
City of San Marcos planner, adding that 
the amendment retains “as much as pos-
sible of the original vision and standards 
of the [district].”

H-E-B has not determined a timeline for 
the project, a spokeswoman said.

SAN mARCOS  Central Texas regional 
partnerships were the topic of a mayors 
summit held April 19 at the Renaissance 
Hotel in Austin. Austin Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell, Round Rock Mayor Alan 
McGraw and San Marcos Mayor Daniel 
Guerrero addressed topics including 
economic development, job growth and 
education at the forum.

The summit was held to highlight 
the partnerships among the cities of 
Austin, Round Rock, San Marcos and 
other municipalities in Central Texas as 
the region continues to grow. Accom-
modating that growth is fostering a need 
to reach out beyond the local level and 
craft policies that work for each city and 
the region as a whole, McGraw said.

“We need to recognize when we craft 
regional policies that one size does not 
fit all,” McGraw said. “But we’re all 
gathered to support this region. ... We all 
benefit, or we all suffer.”

One of the concerns the region is 

working to solve is 
transportation. All 
three mayors agreed 
that each city needs 
individual trans-
portation options, 
and the area needs 
to work together to 
improve driving con-
ditions and mass transit options overall. 
Solutions could include road improve-
ments, commuter rail and rapid-bus 
lanes.

“To be able to move folks has become 
an urgent need, because we’re growing 
so tremendously,” Guerrero said.

All three mayors have also agreed to 
work together to continue bringing devel-
opment to the region. While each city 
works to attract businesses, the region 
works together to attract growth overall.

“We’re happy when any company 
decides to come to anywhere in our 
region,” Leffingwell said.

kylE City Council heard almost an 
hour of public comments April 16 
regarding a proposed ordinance that 
would have amended the zoning catego-
ries in the city’s comprehensive plan.

The ordinance would have also 
amended future zoning for much of Old 
Town Kyle, an area that includes most of 

downtown as well as some land east of 
I-35, to allow for neighborhood com-
mercial and community commercial 
uses.

Council members tabled the ordi-
nance until two public meetings could 
be held. Notice of the meetings will be 
posted on the city’s website.

BUDA On April 30, Buda City Council 
unanimously approved annexation of 
654.96 acres of land near the city’s limits. 
The annexation was part of the city’s 
annual growth plan approved by City 
Council.

Mayor Todd Ruge said the largest piece 
of the annexation, 619.77 acres located 
east of FM 967 and south of Windmill 
Way, was annexed in anticipation of 

industrial commercial growth on the 
southern end of the city.

“There are ongoing talks with industrial 
commercial businesses,” Ruge said. “In 
a lot of cases, we’re in competition with 
other cities to attract new businesses.”

Also included in the annexation plan 
was a group of three parcels of land in the 
northwest corner of Main Street and I-35 
that totaled 34.19 acres.

Daniel Guerrero

Buda city council
121 Main St. | 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Tuesday  
of each month

Kyle city council
100 W. Center St. | 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com
Meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Tuesday  
of each month 
Live webcasts of meetings:
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council

San Marcos city council
630 E. Hopkins St. | 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov
Meets at 6 p.m. the first and third Tuesday  
of each month
Live webcasts of meetings:  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/videos 

hays county
111 E. San Antonio St., San Marcos
512-393-2205 | www.co.hays.tx.us
Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
Live webcasts of meetings: 
www.co.hays.tx.us/commcourtlive

Tweetings
For instant coverage  
of these meetings,  
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_sbk

TweetingsMeetings

McCarty Commons plans
dallas-based Stratford Land is planning 
to develop 241.5 acres at the intersection 
of i-35 and mccarty Lane in San marcos. 
H-E-B is negotiating the purchase of land 
in the development’s northwest corner.

Buda annexation 

Source: city of San marcos

Source: city of Buda

Buda city limits
annexation area
Buda  
Extraterritorial
Jurisdiction

mccarty Ln.

Windmill Way

map not to scale

Buda city council voted to 
annex nearly 655 acres april 
30, including nearly 620 acres 
shown on this map. much of 
the annexed area has already 
been zoned for light indus-
trial and warehousing. an 
additional three parcels of 
land totaling 34.19 acres, at 
the northwest corner of main 
Street and i-35, are zoned for 
i-35 commercial and retail.not in EtJ
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AT THE CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Lawmakers seek to enhance state’s 
climate for small-business owners

Small businesses are at the core 
of the Texas economy. Defined 
as those with fewer than 500 
employees, small businesses 
provided 45 percent of the state’s 
private-sector jobs and accounted 
for more than 98 percent of the 
state’s employers, according to 
2010 statistics from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration.

More than 4 million Texans 
work for small businesses, and the 
Legislature is focused on trying to 
help small businesses. Legislators’  
ideas, all currently before lawmak-
ers, include certifying businesses 
as homegrown, opening the door 
for more cottage-industry food 
artisans and making permanent a 
small-business tax exemption set 
to expire in 2014. 

On May 4, the House passed 
the bill that would make the tax 
cut permanent; that bill now faces 
lawmakers in the Senate.

“Whether it be through lessen-
ing the impact and reach of the 
business margins tax, providing 
creative economic development 
incentives or increasing the 
transparency and predictabil-
ity of government regulations, 
lawmakers are clearly prioritizing 
the interests of small businesses 
around the state, upon whom we 
all depend to keep the economic 
engine going,” said Rep. Giovanni 
Capriglione, R-Southlake. 

Relocating to Kyle
One of those small businesses 

is operated by Chad Holmin, who 
relocated Building Maintenance 
and Janitorial to Kyle from Wash-
ington state in July. 

“I think being a small-business 

owner here is so much better than 
in Washington,” he said. “They try 
to help small businesses here.”

Holmin, who operates in Kyle, 
Buda, San Marcos and Austin 
and has one employee, said his 
biggest challenge has been getting 
accustomed to Texas’ pay scale. In 
Texas, the minimum hourly wage 
is $7.25, but in Washington it is 
$9.19. Holmin said this fact, com-
bined with the two states’ similar 
cost of living, has forced him to 
adjust his rates.

“In Washington, the minimum 
wage is quite high, so I would be 
able to charge a little bit more than 
I can here,” Holmin said. “Here it’s 
low, so [if] I put in a bid on a job, it 
has to be lower than normal.”

Tax relief proposal
On April 16, Gov. Rick Perry 

announced a four-point plan to 
give nearly $1.6 billion in tax relief 
to all Texas businesses that are 
subject to the state’s franchise tax. 

The plan reduces franchise 
taxes by 5 percent, provides a  
$1 million deduction for busi-
nesses with revenue of up to  
$20 million, lowers the tax rate 
for 1040EZ tax form filers and 
gives companies relocating to 
Texas from out of state a one-time 
moving expense deduction.

Perry’s plan also would make 
permanent the state’s small-
business tax exemption, which 
currently affects 29,000 businesses 
and is scheduled to end in 2014. 

“Gov. Perry’s tax relief propos-
als will go a long way in helping 
entrepreneurs and smaller busi-
nesses grow during this period 
of economic recovery,” said Will 

Newton, executive director of the 
Texas branch of the National Fed-
eration of Independent Businesses. 

Business-friendly state
The 2011 Small Business Sur-

vival Index lists Texas as the third-
friendliest state for small business, 
but lawmakers said they hope to 
boost it to No. 1 with several ideas.

One proposal would require 
state agencies to give preferences 
to small businesses when purchas-
ing goods or services with a value 
of less than $500,000.  

“I think most of the bills that 
are presented tend to be favorable 
to small business ...  and certainly 
protecting the business climate 
in Texas,” said Rep. Cecil Bell Jr., 
R-Magnolia, who owns six small 
businesses in the cattle industry.

Underscoring the importance 
of small business in the Lone Star 
State, the House of Representa-
tives has the House Economic 
and Small Business Development 

Committee, which is considering 
more than 100 bills this session. 
In its interim report to the Texas 
Legislature, the committee recom-
mended that lawmakers make it 
easier for students to get entrepre-
neurship education, ease tax bur-
dens on small businesses, create 
incentives for investing in small 
businesses, consolidate resources 
for entrepreneurs and brand the 
state as immigrant-friendly. 

The cottage industry
The House approved a measure 

May 6 that would expand the list 
of foods that local producers can 
sell directly to consumers at farm-
ers markets, farm stands, fairs and 
other events. 

The “Cottage Foods Bill” by 
Rep. Eddie Rodriguez, D-Austin, 
allows producers to sell items 
such as roasted nuts, fruit butters, 
candy, granola, pickles, vinegar 
and roasted coffee.

“I’m excited to see what kinds of 

small businesses are able to flour-
ish after this bill makes it through 
the Senate,” Rodriguez said.

Legal labor certification
Legislation by Capriglione 

would create a “Made in Texas” 
certification for businesses that 
use the E-verify system to make 
sure their employees are in the 
country legally. The bill would 
reward businesses for following 
the rules, he said.  

“If you’re trying to keep to the 
rules [and] follow the laws, you’ll 
find that you’re paying these extra 
expenses and maybe some other 
business isn’t, and I think that’s 
unfair,” Capriglione said.

From 2010–11, Texas saw a

in women-owned businesses

in minority-owned  
businesses and a

percent 
increase75
percent 
increase22

Small businesses account for

of all employers in the  
state, according to the SBA.

98.7 percent

of all Texas businesses 
have no employees

83.1 percent

Sources: texas Economic development division of the office of Gov. rick Perry, u.S. census, u.S. Small Business administration

Texas was home to some

in annual receipts that year.
in 2010, with $85 billion

1.9 million 
sole proprietors

Lone Star entrepreneurs 

With a few 
exceptions,  

small business  
is defined by the 

U.S. Small Business 
Administration as any 
firm employing fewer 

than 500 people.

To follow specific bills 
written by lawmakers

Representatives:  
www.house.state.tx.us/members/
Senators: www.senate.state.tx.us/ 
75r/senate/members.htm
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AWARD WINNING ARTISTS!  OPEN MON-SAT
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 237 N. LBJ DR.• 512.392.0838
ONE BLOCK FROM THE SQUARE WWW.CLASSICTATTOOTX.COM

06 through 9 
Texas State Square  

& Round Dance Festival
the texas State Federation of Square 
& round dancers presents squares, 
lines, clogging and other dances at the 
51st annual event. 7 p.m. (thursday), 
10 a.m.–12 p.m., 1–4 p.m. (Friday), 7 
p.m. (Friday), 9 a.m.–10 p.m. (Saturday), 
11 a.m.–12:30 p.m. (Sunday). Free for 
spectators, $11 per dancer (thursday), 
$13 per dancer (Friday), $18 per dancer 
(Saturday). Embassy Suites Hotel, Spa 
& conference center, 1001 E. mccarty 
Lane, San marcos. 210-494-4047.   
www.squaredancetx.com

07 movies in the Park:  
‘hotel Transylvania’

Families may bring blankets, lawn chairs and 
leashed pets as they watch the animated 
movie in the open air. concessions are 
available. 9–11 p.m. Free. Buda city Park, 
204 San antonio St., Buda. 512-295-7170. 
www.budatxtourism.com

51st annual Texas  
Water Safari
Billed as “the world’s 

toughest canoe race,” the endurance 
paddling event covers a distance of 
260 river miles from San marcos to 
the Gulf of mexico. 9 a.m. $200 per 
team member. aquarena center, 951 
aquarena Springs drive, San marcos. 
361-785-5500. www.texaswatersafari.
org. twitter: @twsafari
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18 Texas Natural and  
Western Swing Festival

Patrons can listen to western swing music, 
shop at a farmers market, eat catfish and 
browse crafts at the 21st annual event, which 
includes the texas Western Swing Hall of 
Fame Show. 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m. (festival), 7:30 
p.m.–midnight (show). Free, $26 for reserved 
table with catfish dinner. courthouse Square, 
San marcos. 512-393-8430. www.facebook.
com/texaswesternswinghalloffame

18 through 19 
Third annual Dirt  

Dauber Festival
Fans of clay art have two days to take 
in the form with 30 clay artists and 
demonstrations on two stages, live 
music, free hot dogs and a children’s 
clay play area. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
(Saturday), noon–5 p.m. (Sunday). Free. 
Eye of the dog art center, 405 Valley 
View West road, San marcos.  
512-558-1723. www.eotdac.com

27 memorial Day ceremony
San marcos city councilman 

Wayne Becak is the keynote speaker at the 
commemoration organized by San marcos 
american Legion Post 144. Boy Scouts 
place flags on the graves of veterans. Lawn 
chairs recommended. 10 a.m. Free. San 
marcos city cemetery, 1001 rr 12, San 
marcos. 512-393-1943.   
www.sanmarcostxlegion.org

June

01  
Central Texas Speedway 

racing fans can experience extreme 
side-by-side racing, street stock racing, 
live music and beach volleyball.  
9 a.m.–11:55 p.m. Price to be 
determined. central texas Speedway, 
24801 i-35, Kyle. 512-828-6478.  
www.centexspeedway.com/events 

CAlENDAR
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   Life at our community provides an ideal balance of 
supportive services and personalized health care with an 
active, engaged lifestyle. Whether it’s knitting with new 
friends, participating in favorite pastimes, or discovering 
new adventures, you’ll have the opportunity to connect 
with those who share your interests, empowering you to 
lead a fulfilling and rewarding life.

We’d love for you to continue your story at Horizon Bay.

For more information or to schedule
your personal visit, call (877) 748-9846 today!

Knit One, Purl Two
isn’t the only thing that connects us.

® Reg. U.S. Patent and TM Office  20462-RES22-1212-VH

Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care 

1720 Ranch Road 12
San Marcos, Texas 78666

(877) 748-9846

www.brookdaleliving.com
Facility Nos. 050254, 050255

Your story continues here...

Compiled by Jose R. Gonzalez

Cheatham Street Warehouse
119 cheatham St., San marcos,  
512-353-3777, www.cheathamstreet.com, 
twitter: @cheathamstreet
may
 16  Emily Herring cd release
 17  Bill carter
 18   Javi Garcia cd release
 21   Will arrington cd release
 24  Hill country Gentlemen
 30  courtney Patton
 31  Jason Eady Band
June
 01  Halleyanna cd release
 08 William clark Green
 10  randy rogers, Wade Bowen

Riley’s Tavern
8894 Fm 1102, Hunter,  
512-392-3132, www.rileystavern.com, 
twitter: @rileystavern
may
 17  mike Stinson 
 18  amanda Jo cevallos
 24  Slow rollin’ Lows
 25  Billy Joe Shaver
 29  mike Ethan messick
 31  Jeremy Steding
June 
 01  Flacopalooza
 05  tyler cannon
 08  Will callers
 11  mark Sebby & Friends
 14  modern don Juans
 15  roy Henrich and the Pickups

Triple Crown
206 n. Edward Gary St., San marcos, 
512-396-2236, www.triplecrownlive.com, 
twitter: @triplecrownlive
may
 17  ac & the Bad Billys
 22  the old 300
 23  the Beaumonts
 25  the organics
 31  the couch

the organics are set to play 
may 25 at triple crown.
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Featured 
              lIVE mUSIC

08 Art Unhitched
art enthusiasts can listen to live 

music as they peruse the work of local 
vendors selling jewelry, ceramics, scarves, 
tie dye, paintings, carvings, yard art and 
drawings. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. Behind the 
Hitch: a mobile Eatery, 312 E. Hopkins St., 
San marcos. 512-393-8400.  
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/arts

15 Seventh annual  
Salsa Festival

try a variety of salsas and listen to 
live music as participants compete in 
categories ranging from traditional to 
“blow your face off,” best presentation 
and the top dog award. Voting is done by 
depositing money into the boxes next to 
the salsa at the annual fundraiser for Eye 
of the dog art center. noon–5 p.m. Free. 
Eye of the dog art center, 405 Valley View 
West road, San marcos. 512-754-8171. 
www.eotdac.com

13 through 15 
Chisholm Trail Roundup

in its 41st year, Lockhart’s largest festival 
features the only rodeo in caldwell 
county, as well as a parade, live music, 
golf and disc golf tournament, barbecue 
and chili cookoffs, and a carnival that 
includes food and craft vendors and 
exhibits for children. 5 p.m.–midnight 
(thursday), 5 p.m.–midnight (Friday),  
3 p.m.–midnight (Saturday). $6 (thursday), 
$8 (Friday), $10 (Saturday 3–7 p.m.), $25 
(Saturday after 7 p.m.). city Park, 504 E. 
city Park road, Lockhart. 512-398-2818. 
www.chisholmtrailroundup.com

15 through 16 
Juneteenth celebration

a parade and barbecue cookoff organized 
by david Peterson, Hays county Precinct 
1 constable, will commemorate the end of 
slavery in texas. time to be determined. 
Free. mitchell center, 715 Valley St., San 
marcos. 512-393-7730
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit San marcos, 
Buda or Kyle events at  
www.impactnews.com/sbk-calendar.

to have San marcos, Buda or Kyle 
events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the 
fourth Friday of the month.

online calendar
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Worth the TRIP
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1-888-864-I CAN (4226) 

www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com

FIGHT CANCER

• 33,000  patients have been treated since 2006.

• 42  board-certifi ed physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology, 
gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

• 43  cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.

• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.

• 6 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.

• #1 leader in community-based genetic risk evaluation and testing in the nation.

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  
MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

Comprehensive cancer care 
is right here in Austin.
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1898 Store
Buda business amasses trove of artifacts

W orlds are colliding at the 1898 
Store in Buda. Inside the glass 
case at the store’s checkout 

counter, a Gore-Lieberman election pin 
sits next to a Bush-Cheney election pin. 
Nearby a collection of action figures sits 
next to a book by Bill O’Reilly, which 
shares a table with a collection of jazz and 
pop 45 RPM records. 

Jeanette Chelf, the building’s owner 
and the business’ lone employee, has been 
collecting and selling odds and ends in the 
115-year-old building at 200 Main St. in 
Buda since the early 1970s.

“Nothing gets wasted here,” Chelf said 
while motioning toward a collection of 
screws, fasteners, nails and other pieces of 
hardware populating one of the shelves in 
the store’s annex. Each of the pieces is for 
sale. 

The collection started when Chelf ’s 
late husband, Carl, a University of Texas 
graduate and archaeologist, realized he was 
quickly running out of storage space in the 
family’s garage. 

A search for the perfect repository 
ensued, and Chelf said her husband almost 
settled on a location in Round Rock before 
he found the old Buda Mercantile building 
at the corner of Main and Live Oak streets 
in Buda. 

Chelf said she still isn’t sure why he chose 
Buda—then a sleepy little town on the out-
skirts of Austin—to store his collection. 

BUSINESS

How to pressure-wash  
a piece of history
in early april, 1898 Store owner Jeanette 
chelf hired Western Waterproofing to 
clean up the building’s grimy facade. Job 
supervisor mackey Welch decided to 
forego harsh chemical cleaners in favor of 
something more simple: water. in order to 
avoid damaging the building, Welch’s team 
turned their pressure-washing system down 
to 800 pounds per square inch, one-fifth of 
its maximum output. Passersby can now see 
the building’s “1898” and “1901” engravings, 
which mark the completion of the main 
building and its annex.

Perusing the 1898 Store’s odds and ends

Jeanette Chelf sells items from every decade of the 20th century at the 1898 Store in Buda. 

Chelf’s collection of National Geographic Magazines 
dates back to the 1920s.

Among the 1898 Store’s older items is a collection 
of tobacco cutters. 

The store’s large collection of letters includes  
correspondence from the 1920s. 

By Brett Thorne

1898 Store

200 main St., Buda
512-295-4919
Hours of operation:  
11 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Saturday

main St.
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“He loved the building mainly, I think,” 
Chelf said. “He was very intuitive. He 
knows what’s good.”

The couple moved the collection into 
the building early in the decade and began 
selling its pieces off soon after. 

Old metal signs advertising Coca-Cola, 
RC Cola, Dr Pepper and more cover the 
walls, looking down over the store’s expan-
sive space. Almost every square inch of shelf 
and counter space is covered with decades-
old letters, trading cards and books.

Of the goods for sale at the store, Chelf 
said the rocks and minerals her husband 
spent years collecting are the biggest draw. 
The shop contains drawers and shelves 
filled with quartz, magnesite and opal. The 
shop’s other items include vintage maga-
zines and photographs, dishes and cutlery 
and more, mostly culled from estate sales. 

On a weekend in early April, a woman 
bought $48 worth of marbles for her soon-
to-be son-in-law. The thought of selling 

handfuls of marbles brought a smile to 
Chelf ’s face. 

“Why someone would need so many 
marbles, I don’t know,” she said. 

But Chelf said there are some things she 
does not plan to part with. 

“The signs are not for sale,” Chelf said. 
“I just like to look at them. The furniture, 
the cases, those aren’t for sale. [The store is] 
part museum.”

The 1898 Store was covered in mold April 3. 

The building’s delicate facade was cleaned April 4. 

35

21195-B IH-35 North • Ste 201 • Kyle, TX 78640
512.268.0000 • www.kylept.com 

You have a choice when it 
comes to your treatment.

Reach. Your. Peak. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY &
SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER

Brent Blvd.

Kyle Pkwy.

35

Bunton Creek Rd.
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Shirley C Malone
Financial Advisor
103 Railroad Street Suite 1 B
Buda, TX • 512+312-2332

For a free,
personalized 
college cost report, 
call or visit today.

Having fun with your family is important. But 
nothing is more vital than you child’s future. That’s 
why at Edward Jones, we can help you put 
together a strategy to save for college.

Using our education funding tool, we can 
estimate future expenses at more than 3,000 
schools and then recommend a � nancial strategy 
based on your unique needs. True, vacations are 
great. But graduation ceremonies are even better.

Do You Prepare More  
for Family Vacations  
Than You Do for College?

General Manager Brazos Pape prepares to serve a dish at Taproom Pub & Grub in San Marcos.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

a
sh

le
y 

L
an

d
is

Taproom Pub & Grub
‘Old-school’ establishment sticks to the basics

T he mirrors, wooden signs and 
metal decor adorning the dimly 
lit interior of Taproom Pub & 

Grub are, for General Manager Brazos 
Pape, parts of what make the San Marcos 
bar and restaurant so distinct.

Pape said owners Travis Kelsey and 
Kevin W. Shea have maintained the 
Taproom’s “old-school pub” feel since 
taking over the business in 1998. With 
an entrance situated just off the Hays 
County Courthouse square, Taproom 
has avoided bright neon signs, frozen 
drink machines and blenders in favor of 
a more European look.

“Just try and keep it to the basics,” 
Pape said.

Open since 1994, Taproom offers 
hamburgers, ribs and other pub grub. 
Among 42 beers on tap, 18 blended beers 
and 60 different types of bottled beer, the 
most popular drinks are Guinness, Blue 
Moon and Hoegaarden, Pape said. Some 
of the bar’s signature drinks are Tap-
room’s twist on a top-shelf margarita and 
a champagne-topped, pineapple-infused 
martini.

Longtime patron and Kyle resident 
Tim “Fitz” Fitzgerald persuaded the 
original owners to start a pub in San 
Marcos instead of the sports bar they had 
first intended to open. Fitzgerald drank 
the first beer ever poured at the Taproom 
when he was rewarded with a pint of 
Sierra Nevada Pale Ale for helping install 
a beer tap on New Year’s Eve in 1994.

He has since joined Taproom’s Around 

DINING

A moose head, taps and beer memorabilia deco-
rate the walls at the Taproom.

The Works Burger comes with mushrooms, jalape-
ños, onions, bacon and two types of cheese.

Taproom stats

By Jose R. Gonzalez

Taproom Pub & Grub

E. Hopkins St.

E. Hutchinson St. n
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129 E. Hopkins St., Ste. 120, San marcos
512-392-9824
www.taproomsanmarcos.com
twitter: @taproomtX
Hours of operation:  
Sun.-Wed. 11:30 a.m.–midnight,  
thu.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.–1 a.m.

the World Club as one of nearly 1,000 
“world travelers” who have consumed 
each of the bar’s 60 draft and blended 
beers. 

Fitzgerald has made the Around the 
World Club on more than one occasion, 
choosing the quote, “There’s a fine line 
between genius and insanity, and I think 
I’ve just crossed it,” for his plaque that 
hangs on the pub’s wall of fame.

World travelers who drink an addi-
tional 40 bottles of the pub’s beer 
become members of the Century Club 
and receive additional prizes.

Beyond beer, Taproom serves food 
such as the Works Burger, the Guaca-
mole Queso Burger, pitas and sand-
wiches, and slow-cooked baby back ribs. 
For especially hungry customers, the 
restaurant offers the Chupacabra Chal-
lenge, which consists of a full rack of 
ribs, a 1-pound burger with every avail-
able topping, a basket of onion rings, 
a basket of fries and two dozen buffalo 
wings for $50.

Weighing 7 pounds, the whole meal 
must be consumed in a 45-minute sit-
ting. Chupacabra Challenge winners 
take home a T-shirt, and the meal is free 
of charge. So far, no one has won.

Despite the large number of customers 
who pass through the pub, Pape said the 
Taproom offers a close-knit environment.

“It’s kind of one of those places where 
if you come enough, you’ll always see 
somebody you know when you come 
back,” Pape said.

7 pounds
weight of the chupacabra challenge meal

customers served on an average day
800 to 1,200bottled

beers

in business
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What is a Doula?

Ashre Landrum

Devoted to providing 
comprehensive 
professional therapy 
services in a warm 
and family oriented 
environment

SERVICES:
Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy
   • Autism • Fine Motor Skills
   • Sensory Processing Disorder

Speech Therapy
Licensed Professional Counseling
407 S. Old HWY 81 | Kyle, TX 78640 
(512) 504-3035 | www.totalchildtherapy.com

K edrick Dickerson is well on his 
way to attaining a bachelor’s 
degree in business management, 

but when he arrived on Daniel Osteen’s 
porch July 14, 2011, he described himself 
as someone who “had no intention of 
doing the right thing.”

Dickerson had just been released from 
juvenile detention for aggravated rob-
bery and assault. Before being incar-
cerated, he had bounced around two 
shelters and two foster homes. Then he 
arrived at Osteen’s home.

“From my experience, that was my 
first time really being around an estab-
lished man,” Dickerson said. “Growing 
up, I was never really around a man who 
was established.”

Osteen has been working and living 
with young people such as Dickerson 
since he started Circle of Living Hope 
in 2006. The organization helps teens 
in foster care prepare for independent 
life by teaching them basic living skills 
such as budgeting, cooking, cleaning 
and making what Osteen calls “positive 
decisions.”

The results of Osteen’s work are 
apparent in Dickerson’s life. The 
20-year-old is in the middle of his sec-
ond year at Austin Community College 
and plans to attend either Texas Tech 
University or Texas State University to 
wrap up his bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness management. Dickerson said he 
wants to try his hand at real estate when 
he finishes his education.

For most of the children who enter his 
home, there is what Osteen calls a “light-
bulb moment” when they realize they 
can turn their life and attitude around.

“They come to me and tell me, ‘I 
thought you’d give up on me like every-
one else. I’d be dumb to continue that 
behavior when there’s someone like you 
showing me unconditional love and not 

giving up,’” Osteen said.
Much of Osteen’s work involves edu-

cating the children about the benefits 
they are eligible for. In the state of 
Texas, children in the foster care system 
are eligible for educational training 
vouchers worth up to $5,000 each year 
toward public or private institutions 
that offer bachelor’s degrees or credits 
toward associate degrees, transitional 
Medicaid and more. Many of Osteen’s 
children, including Dickerson, have 
taken advantage of these benefits.

“When we get through working with 
these kids, the State of Texas is going 
to think twice about giving away that 
free education,” Osteen said. “That’s the 
goal, make a dent in their pocket there 
by taking advantage of that resource.”

Since starting the nonprofit organi-
zation, Osteen has seen more young 
people than he can count pass through 
his front door and take up residence in 
one of the rooms in his home. Once they 
arrive, they might stay for a couple of 
months or a couple of years.

Young children are more likely to be 
adopted soon after they enter care, so it 
is the teens who typically “age out” of 
the state’s system when they turn 18. 

“Those are the ones who get stuck in 
the system and don’t really have a per-
manent place or family after they turn 
18, so we make sure that they’re self-
sufficient and that they can function on 
their own and are well-equipped to take 
care of themselves,” Osteen said. 

Osteen said the stigma attached to 
foster care presents one of the biggest 
challenges for his children. Osteen 
chooses to look at the situation as a 
positive thing and encourages his kids 
to do the same.

“The harder the situation, the greater 
the calling,” Osteen said. “[Being in 
foster care] is something to be proud of 

NONPROFIT

Michael Whitley (right) is one of the six children living with Daniel Osteen at Circle of Living Hope. 
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Circle of living Hope
Nonprofit helps children find purpose

Circle of living Hope
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1216 Estival drive, San marcos
512-216-9615
www.circleoflivinghope.org

By Brett Thorne

Foster care in Hays County
the texas department of Family and Protective 
Services, the state agency that is responsible 
for foster and adoptive care, reported there were 
15,794 children in foster care in the state as of 
april 7. of those in foster care, 44 hail from Hays 
county. osteen said there are too few foster 
homes in the county, so he applied to dFPS to 
become a child-placing agency. His application 
was approved in march, so he will soon be able 
to license more foster homes in the area. 

of those children placed in 
homes outside Hays county

the Burke 
Foundation

circle of 
Living Hope

and excited about, because what they’ve 
gone through means they have a great 
purpose and a meaning in life.”

Osteen said he still is not exactly sure 
how he came to be the founder of COLH. 
Osteen’s parents opened their home to 
foster children when he was growing up, 
and he said the experience was enough 
to convince him to get as far from foster 
care as possible.

“The man upstairs had an alternative 
plan,” Osteen said. “We might have our 
own plans, but we end up going back 
towards where we’re supposed to be.”

In March, Osteen learned COLH 
had just been approved by the State of 
Texas to become a child-placing agency. 
The approval means COLH will be the 
second CPA in Hays County. He will 
now be able to license foster homes and 
expand his life’s work.

“I definitely know that I’m in my pur-
pose now,” Osteen said.

children from Hays  
county in foster care 

child-placing 
agencies in  

Hays county
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this guide is not comprehensive.  
if your business or service was left off, email  

listings@impactnews.com, and we will add it online. 

compiled by Wes ferguson

For many people in San 
Marcos, summer recreation 

means lazy afternoons tubing 
down the San Marcos River. 
Other enthusiasts, taking a 
more active approach, may 
choose canoes and kayaks 
as a means to explore the 

spring-fed waters. Whatever 
one’s preference, tubers 

and paddlers will encounter 
a variety of options and a 

number of changes to City of 
San Marcos rules when they 

return to the river in 2013. 

TUBING

Lions Club Tube Rental
one-hour float trip. $8 (tube rental and 
unlimited shuttle rides), $5 (unlimited shuttle 
rides with no tube provided). city Park,  
170 charles austin drive, San marcos.  
10 a.m.–7 p.m. every day starting may 25.  
512-396-5466. www.tubesanmarcos.com

Don's Fish Camp
three-hour float trip. $17 (tube rental and one 
shuttle ride), $13 (shuttle ride with no tube 
provided). 105 nelle Lane, martindale. mon.-
Fri. noon, Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m. 512-357-1285. 
www.facebook.com/donsfishcamp

Texas State Tubes
three-hour float trip. $17 (tube rental and one 
shuttle ride), $8 (per shuttle ride with no tube 
provided). 2024 north old Bastrop Highway, San 
marcos, or 101 river Park, martindale. Sun.-Fri. 
11 a.m.–5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-557-
1758, 512-638-7165. www.texasstatetubes.com. 
twitter: @texasstatetubes

Do it yourself
Half-hour to two-hour float trip. Free, but must 
provide your own tube. Park at city recreation 
areas or roadside parking spaces from city Park, 
170 charles austin drive, to Stokes Park, 600 
cape road. curfew for city parks is 11 p.m.–6 
a.m. tip: take two vehicles and leave one at your 
destination, or prepare to spend 15–45 minutes 
walking back to your launch point.

U-Toob River Floats
the tube rental operator in martindale is planning 
a grand opening this spring or summer at a date 
to be determined. the site is also planned to 
include cool river ranch, a 220-acre private 
recreational spot with picnic tables, food, 
showers and live music. 601 dupuy ranch road, 
martindale. 512-212-0449. www.u-toob.net

Hours and mileage for river trips are approximate.

tG canoes
route no. 1

Lions club 
route

diY tubing
route

olympic  
outdoor center

Lions club shuttle pickup, 
rio Vista dam, tube chute

Lions club 
tube rental

Spencer
canoes 

route
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New San Marcos parks rules
on Jan. 1, the city of San marcos enacted a 
number of rules governing alcohol, Styrofoam and 
other items related to river recreation.

• Styrofoam items are not allowed.

• Secure lids on all coolers. 

• designated access and exit points are located 
at city Park and rio Vista Park for people who 
bring alcohol to consume while on the river. Public 
display or consumption of alcohol is not allowed in 
city-owned parks.

• the minimum fine for littering has increased to 
$250. Bring a litter bag or use a mesh bag provided 
by the Lions club. trash cans are located along the 
banks of the river. 

• alcohol on city-owned dams, spillways and 
bridges is not allowed.

• alcohol is still permitted in the San marcos river, 
a state waterway.

Sources: San marcos convention and  
Visitor Bureau, www.keepalidonit.org

tubing not 
recommended

tG canoes
route no. 2

don’s Fish 
camp route

texas State
tubes

don’s 
Fish camp

texas State 
tubes routetG canoes

& Kayaks

CANOES & KAYAks

Spencer Canoes
choose one of three 6-mile trips on the San marcos 
river. the first trip takes adventurers from San 
marcos city Park to the San marcos river retreat. 
the second option is only offered to kayakers and 
stretches from old Bastopr Highway to Shady 
Grove. the third option goes from Shady Grove to 
Staples. $35-$40. Shady Grove campground, 9515 
Fm 1979, martindale. open by appointment. 512-
357-6113. www.spencer-canoes.com 

TG Canoes and Kayaks
Shuttle service is offered for three river trips—2 
miles, from city Park to Stokes Park in San marcos 
(one hour); 5 miles, from Stokes Park to San 
marcos river retreat (2.5 hours); or 7 miles, from 
city Park to Pecan Park drive (four hours). $45 
(canoe or tandem kayak), $30 (solo kayak). 402 
Pecan Park drive, San marcos. Sun. 10 a.m.–5 
p.m., mon. 9 a.m.–5 p.m., Wed.-Sat., 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
closed tue. 512-353-3946. www.tgcanoe.com

Austin Canoe & Kayak
instead of taking a shuttle, pick up a kayak and haul 
it to the body of water of your choosing. $30 (single 
kayak per day), $40 (tandem kayak per day). 4554 
S. i-35, San marcos. mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat.-
Sun. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-396-2386. 
www.austinkayak.com/p/rentals

Olympic Outdoor Center
take one of seven lessons tailored to paddlers of all 
abilities, from the novice who’s never stepped into a 
kayak to the expert who is relaxed and powerful in 
extreme conditions. rentals and lessons help fund 
the nonprofit organization’s mission to offer paddling 
therapy for wounded veterans. $75 (four-hour lesson), 
$95 (eight-hour lesson), $25 (three-hour rental), $35 
(24-hour rental), $35 (monthly membership). 602 n. 
i-35, San marcos. open by appointment.  
512-203-0093. www.kayakinstruction.org

SUP Adventures San Marcos
Experience a full-body workout and see the river 
from a taller perspective on a stand-up paddleboard. 
$15 (one hour), $10 (additional hour), $35 (all day) 
rentals, $40 lessons ($20 per additional person). 
the Hitch: a mobile Eatery, 312 E. Hopkins St., San 
marcos. Every day noon–7 p.m. starting June 1. 512-
317-1866. www.supadventuressanmarcos.com

tubing is not recommended on the 
river between Stokes Park and old 
Bastrop Highway. the 12-hour float trip 
includes dangerous obstacles.
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Come out and toob with us. We've upgraded our facility and have made changes to the parking to better 
serve our customers. We also don’t have the " RESTRICTIONS " that the new braunfels rivers have or the city 
of San Marcos parks have. We only ask no glass or styrofoam. WE KEEP OUR RIVER CLEAN DAILY WITH RIVER 
BANK CLEAN UPS AND AFTER BUSINESS HOUR CLEAN UPS!!!! So don’t hesitate to make Don’s Fish Camp 
your � rst choice this summer!!!!!

80IH-35

Nelle Ln.

CR 103

Cemetery 512-357-1285
105 Nelle Ln.
Martindale, TX

Monday- Friday 11-5
Saturday- Sunday 10-6:00

• Park entry PER PERSON: 
$5.00 day pass, $10 camp fee

• Tube and Ride to drop off: $12.00

• If you have your own tube you pay:
$8- for the shuttle service
Cooler Tube: $12.00
Cooler Rental: $10.00+ Deposit 
(ID,Credit Card)
Music Cooler: $40.00 (ID,Credit Card)

Valid only with 
groups of 5 or more.

Must present coupon. 
Expires: 8-16-13

35

2001

Buda

967
1626

512-295-3642
17100 IH 35
Buda, TX 78610
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 
9am-6pm 
Sun: Closed

REFER A 
FRIEND GET 

$100 OFF 
YOUR NEXT 
PAYMENT! 

$100 OFF

We Offer Great Deals on 
Pre-Owned Vehicles & RVs! 

In-House Financing Available!

www.grif� nmotors-buda.com
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J ack Dahlstrom rose from poverty in 
Buda to ride the booms and busts of 
Texas business in the 20th century.

Before he lost it all, Dahlstrom built up a 
highway construction operation that employed 
as many as 2,300 workers in nine states and 
two nations at its peak. He owned 21 airplanes, 
hobnobbed with President Lyndon Johnson 
and constructed projects ranging from the 
Houston Ship Channel to three triple-deck 
interchanges on I-635 in Dallas.

“Jack had a personality. He’d just get things 
done. People respected him, they trusted him 
and he had a gift for making good decisions,” 
said William “Mo” Johnson, who graduated 
from Buda High School in 1947, a year after 
Dahlstrom, and later became Hays CISD’s 
first superintendent. “He always had a knack 
for doing the right thing and influencing 
people, and he parlayed that into a tremen-
dously large, large business.”

Dahlstrom got his start in the early 1950s 
when he and his brother-in-law, Jim Ruby, 
picked up payments for equipment owned by 
Jim’s father, Cecil, to clear brush and perform 
site work on farms and ranches in the area. 
Cecil, a major Buda landowner and contrac-
tor, decided to join the business a few years 
later. The first road the partners built was FM 
150 from Kyle to just south of Driftwood.

Cecil also brought along an important 
political connection—a future U.S. president.

“Cecil was a big crony of Lyndon Johnson. 
He got a lot of jobs, and they built some huge 
projects,” William Johnson said.

In two decades, Dahlstrom built an empire, 
buying out his father-in-law in 1968 and 
brother-in-law in 1969. But aftershocks from 
the 1973 oil crisis, soaring interest rates in the 
1970s and Texas’ economic crash in the mid-
1980s ultimately forced him out of business, 
said Gay Ruby Dahlstrom, Jack’s widow and 
childhood sweetheart.

“He wasn’t the kind to declare bankruptcy, 
but he did go broke,” she said.
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Unlike his father, 
Carl, who lost the fam-
ily cotton farm during 
the Great Depression, 
Jack and Gay were able 
to settle on ranch land 
she had inherited from 
her father. In 1989, 
the couple returned to 

Buda, where Jack lived until he died on 
Feb. 2, 2012.

Buda’s western landscape still tells the 
story of the Dahlstrom and Ruby families. 

The Hays CISD Impact Center, at 4125 
FM 967, was Jack’s office, and the school 
district’s maintenance yard was his equip-
ment shop before he was forced to sell it. 
He also donated land to Hays CISD to cre-
ate Dahlstrom Middle School in 1984 and 
sold lands that were developed into the 
Hays Country Oaks subdivision and the 
YMCA’s Hays Communities Branch.

The western half of Cecil’s ranch has 
been developed in part as the Ruby Ranch 
subdivision. The remaining eastern half 
will not be developed, however. In 2010, 
Gay’s son obtained a conservation ease-
ment to preserve the 2,254-acre property. 

Three members of the Dahlstrom family 
are also working to revitalize another piece 
of Buda history. The couple’s youngest 
daughter, Dodi Ellis, and her son, Saenger, 
along with Gay, are conducting a major 
renovation of the old Buda Mill & Grain 
complex, which Cecil purchased in 1963.

They plan to redevelop the historic space 
for retail, restaurants, a covered farmers 
market and other uses. The site’s first ten-
ant is a bakery that opened in February.

Saenger said the ups and downs of 
his grandfather’s career had provided a 
roadmap and cautionary tale for his own 
entrepreneurial efforts.

“What he’s been through, I’ve heard 
about my whole life,” he said.

Dahlstrom Ranch
Contractor left his mark on hometown of Buda

By Wes Ferguson
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300 main St., Buda
512-295-2693
Development plans: retail, restaurants, 
farmers market, yoga studio and bakery on 
the 8.75-acre site

Visiting the ranch

as early as this summer, the public will 
have an opportunity to explore part of 
the dahlstrom ranch. 

Hays county is negotiating a lease to 
create a public natural area on 384 
acres of the 2,254-acre Hill country 
property. 

“it’s nice. You’ll love it,” said mark 
Jones, Hays county Precinct 2 
commissioner, who is involved in the 
negotiations to resolve liability issues 
on the lease. “it has a lot of nice caves 
and some of the most pristine recharge 
zones for the aquifer.” 

the public space, which will be 
dedicated for nature and education 
programs, is situated off Fm 967 
between the ruby ranch subdivision 
and Beacon Hill road west of Buda. 

967
1626

In the 1920s and 1930s, Buda native Cecil Ruby (left) used teams of mules to build roads in Central 
Texas. His son Jim and son-in-law, Jack Dahlstrom, entered the road construction business in 1951. 

The Buda builder
Jack dahlstrom had a hand in a number 
of construction projects as the owner of 
the dahlstrom corp., which he formed in 
1971.

1970s–1980s projects: moPac from 
Lady Bird Lake to u.S. 183 in austin, 
all site work at the dallas/Fort Worth 
international airport, 90 percent of the 
i-635 loop in dallas, the Houston Ship 
channel and the Georgetown dam

Jack Dahlstrom
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In urban designer’s plan, I-35 would pass beneath downtown Austin
AUSTIN As the Texas Department of 

Transportation solicits ideas for the future 
of I-35, a vision is being proposed that 
would radically alter Central Austin.

A plan proposed by urban designer and 
architect Sinclair Black would sink I-35 
underground from Lady Bird Lake to 15th 
Street, place a cap above the interstate 
and turn the land I-35 now occupies into 
mixed-use development, an urban bou-
levard and parkland. Black, who began 

discussing the plan with city leaders and 
groups in March, said the cut-and-cap plan 
would be a significantly better alternative 
to expanding I-35 above ground.

“People need to know that they need to 
choose between a perpetuation of the bar-
rier that we have in the building of more 
elevated [I-35] freeway lanes or to take a 
deep breath and solve the problem once 
and for all and forever,” he said.

The total project cost, which Black 

estimated at $550 million, would be more 
than offset with the revenue generated 
from new toll lanes and the sale and prop-
erty tax created from the new land above 
I-35, he said. While the proposal would 
create several more lanes of road through 
Central Austin, Black said the project has 
as much or more to do with economic 
development and urban design than it does 
with transportation engineering. 
Full story by Gene Davis

TOP STORIES
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mixed-use development mixed-use development

current i-35 right of way width

urban park

urban boulevard 
north- and southbound lanes

mixed-use space  
includes underground parking

i-35 with 10 lanes

Now Open
DOWNTOWN AUSTIN a second 
location of Houndstooth Coffee 
opened in march in the Frost Bank 
tower, 401 n. congress ave. the 
coffee shop serves coffee beans 
roasted in small batches as well 
as beer and wine. the original 
Houndstooth coffee is at 4200 n. 
Lamar Blvd., Ste. 120. 512-394-6051.  
www.houndstoothcoffee.com

SOUThWEST AUSTIN Jet’s 
Pizza opened in late march at 
9001 Brodie Lane. the restaurant 
specializes in Sicilian-style deep-dish 
pizzas and offers sandwiches, salads 
and wings. 512-280-1010.  
www.jetspizza.com

DOWNTOWN AUSTIN Dandy’s, 
The Gentleman’s Store, opened in 
march at 411 Brazos St., Ste. 110. 
the haberdashery sells custom-
made, turn-of-the-20th-century 
men’s clothing, specializing in suits 
and accessories in styles from the 
1870s through the 1930s. Husband-
and-wife team christopher and 
Wendy Bykowski run the store.  
512-999-8196. www.dandysuit.com

IMPACTS

512-396-5466
CITY PARK

San Marcos, Texas
Monday to Sunday 10am-7pm
www.tubesanmarcos.com

lets go tubing!!

E. Hopkins St.

Charles Austin St.

Aq

uarena Springs D
r.

The San Marcos River is one of the most loved family recreation areas for several reasons. 
The constant 72 degree water comes from the beautiful, natural Aquarena Springs and helps 

create the relaxing atmosphere and gorgeous scenery. The river creates an environment 
harmonizing nature and families. The river chute at Rio Vista Dam has been revitalized to 

repair the dam naturally by creating new rapids that blend environment with refreshing fun!

Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults and Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Medical and surgical treatments for disorders 
affecting the foot and ankle:

• Heel pain/plantar fasciitis

• Foot and ankle trauma

• Diabetic ulcers & wound care

• Flatfoot/Fallen arches

• Corns/Calluses

• Pediatric foot care

• Achilles tendonitis

• Soft tissue masses/cysts

• Tarsal tunnel syndrome

• Ankle Sprains

• Foot dermatology including 

fungus & warts

• Running injuries & 

Sports Medicine

• Senior walking problems

• Ingrown toenails

• Bunions/Hammertoes

• Toe deformities

• Neuromas Jeff Henke, DPM
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery

Certi� ed in Foot Surgery

Located in  
Hays Surgery Center

512-268-FOOT (3668)

135 Bunton Creek Rd., Suite 300, Kyle



San Marcos | Buda | Kyle Edition • May 2013 25

Advisory Committee.
Starting as early as this fall, the city is 

also set to hold a series of public events to 
develop a neighborhood character plan. 
Focusing on the look and feel of each neigh-
borhood, the plan will factor into future 
zoning decisions such as requests to place a 
business in a residential area, Hughson said.

“It’s incredibly important that people 
turn out when those events are held in their 
neighborhoods, because that’s when each 
neighborhood is going to be looked at in 
depth,” Hughson said.

San Marcos’ previous plan
Whether it is the adoption of neighbor-

hood plans or land-use maps, the effort to 
integrate the plan’s vision into city functions 
is one of the major differences between 
Vision San Marcos and the city’s previous 
comprehensive plan, Horizons, which was 
adopted in 1996. Success of the Horizons 
plan has been mixed, city officials said.

“The Horizons plan was great for its time. 
The general guiding principles are still good 
today,” said Hughson, a former City Coun-
cil member who served on the Horizons 
steering committee in the mid-1990s. “It’s 
supposed to be the umbrella under which 
everything operates, and that didn’t get 
done last time. ... This time [Vision San 
Marcos] is the comprehensive plan under 
which all other master plans live.”

Why some plans fail
Cities’ efforts to create preferred growth 

corridors often fail because they don’t pro-
vide enough compelling reasons for private 
businesses and developers to build in less-
desirable areas, said Mark Sprague, the state 
director of information capital at Indepen-
dence Title Co. in Austin.

“You and I can give all the economic rea-
sons, but if people wanted flat land, they’d 
move to Houston or Dallas. The growth is 
west toward the Hill Country,” he said.

Lewis said the plan gives the city a num-
ber of tools to shape growth, but its imple-
mentation won’t stop development on the 
western side of the city, where the Hill 
Country begins. Even so, the fact that San 
Marcos has not grown as quickly as neigh-
boring areas—coupled with the availabil-
ity of vacant land, which makes up about 
26 percent of the city—has positioned the 
city to grow the way its residents want, 
Lewis said.

“We’re getting way ahead of trends and 
opening up long-lasting development pat-
terns,” he said. “We’re still a compact-style 
city, and we haven’t sprawled out like cities 
around us. San Marcos is very fortunate 
that we have not done that yet.”

San Marcos
Continued from | 1

Selective growth in San Marcos
San Marcos’ new comprehensive master plan, Vision San 
Marcos: A River Runs Through Us, identifies nine areas 
in which to encourage development. Through the use of 
zoning decisions, public improvement projects and other 
measures, city officials say they will try to maintain the 
existing character of areas where growth is not preferred, 
such as in the Edwards Aquifer recharge zone.

        DOWNTOWN
current: The most historic section of San Marcos 
is almost entirely developed, with the most intense 
uses being two-story buildings near the Hays County 
Courthouse.
Vision: Planners hope to maintain the scale and 
character of downtown while promoting compactness, 
public spaces for social interaction and integration with 
Texas State University.

        MIDTOWN
current: Private development includes retail, 
apartments and the primarily unoccupied Springtown 
Mall in a central section of the city.
Vision: Planners envision very dense growth, 
contemporary architecture, a variety of services 
within walking distance and several options for 
transportation.

        EAST VIllAGE
current: The city has been expanding along Hwy. 123 
and McCarty Lane toward San Marcos High School, with 
a mix of residential, commercial and industrial zones.
Vision: The area is designated for medium-intensity 
development with a variety of housing options and a mix 
of commercial, retail and service businesses around the 
intersection of Old Bastrop Road and Hwy. 123.

        MEDICAl DISTRICT
current: Central Texas Medical Center is the 
centerpiece of an area that includes medical buildings, 
big-box retailers and apartments.
Vision: CTMC has the potential to become an 
economic hub, with medium-intensity, mixed-use 
growth allowing residents to live, work and do many 
day-to-day tasks within the district.

        TRIANGlE
current: The area is mostly undeveloped and includes 
agricultural land and a golf course.
Vision: A mix of office, commercial, light-industrial and 
single-family developments will act as a gateway to the 
San Marcos Municipal Airport and Gary Job Corps.

        SOUTH END
current: The Hays County Government Center anchors 
the area along Wonder World Drive, which has seen 
significant growth in recent years.
Vision: The area will connect downtown and the 
southern part of the city, reducing some traffic on 
Hopkins Street and Hunter Road, with a medium-
intensity mix of commercial and residential 
development.

        STAR PARK
current: The largely undeveloped area is anchored 
by Texas State University’s Science, Technology and 

A I R P O RT

Advanced Research (STAR) Park, which opened in 
November and is designed to foster commercialization 
and entrepreneurialism.
Vision: The STAR Park could be an economic 
engine that creates high-skill job opportunities. The 
intersection of McCarty Lane and Hunter Road is 
designated for commercial development.

        BlANCO VISTA
current: Land uses include open space, trails, a 
church, elementary school and single-family homes.
Vision: Waterfront property on the Blanco River is 
envisioned for retail and entertainment, while other 
areas combine a variety of homes, townhomes, 
apartments and neighborhood-oriented businesses.

        PASO ROBlES
current: Residential, agricultural and some 
commercial property is situated among ponds, creeks 
and Hill Country topography.
Vision: The district is anticipated to provide 3,450 
homes, condominiums and apartments in addition 
to an 18-hole golf course and limited neighborhood 
businesses.
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Source: Vision San Marcos comprehensive master planWhen San Marcos leaders plan for growth, what should 
be their top priority?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/sbk-poll
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STOP RENTING & Buy a Brand New
                      Home!                    

Buying a new 
home today is 

easier and faster 
than you ever 

thought.

Payments from

Per Month*
*Based on 4.000% (4.558% APR), 30-year � xed rate, 0% down payment†, $161,990 sales price. 
Estimate of monthly taxes and insurance premiums is $440. Estimate is subject to change. Payment 
obligation may be greater. Financing available through Universal American Mortgage Company.

Payments from

PPer MMMon
$1,229

$0 Downpayment &zero closing
costs †

New Model Now Open!
Woodlands 
    Park

Dr. Blair brings comprehensive Ear, Nose & 

Throat care to San Marcos.  He and his staff 

perform testing for allergies.  Allergy treat-

ments, including shots and sublingual drops, 

are available.  Dr. Blair uses cutting-edge 

MedTronic technology to visualize sinus

passages and performs minimally-invasive 

sinus surgery.  Hearing testing and hearing 

aid options are also available in our practice.  

512.353.6400    
1340 Wonder World Drive, Suite 4301, San Marcos

www.liveoakhealthpartners.com

& SINUS
HEALTH  PARTNERS

Michael Blair, DO
Ear/Nose/Throat

Offering Nursing & Rehabilitation Care 
Outpatient Therapy Care | Hospice Care | Respite Stays

• Providing Long-Term 
& Skilled Care

• Observation Rooms
• Semi-Private Rooms 

furnished with a � at-screen 
TV, cable, & a private shower 
with heating element

• Outpatient Therapy Care Unit 
featuring the most state-of-
the-art therapy equipment 
available anywhere

1640 Fairway • Kyle, TX 78640
T: (512) 268-1003 • F: (512) 268-1132
www.legendhc.com

Kohler’s Crossing
2770Jack C Hays Trail

Fairway

“I could not have asked for a more friendly and 
caring staff,” said Vernon McDonald. Mr. McDonald 
said the food was great and he enjoyed happy 
hour. He was also impressed with the cleanliness 
of the facility. Mr. McDonald expressed that he 
would “definitely come back to the facility” if he 
needed to in the future, and would recommend the 
facility to family and friends.
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nullify Monarch’s state-granted monopoly 
on water service in the city and allow the 
City of Kyle’s Water Department to com-
pete within Monarch’s service area. On 
April 25, that bill passed the Senate and was 
sent to the House of Representatives.

“We find that this, so far, has been a 
much more productive session than 2011,” 
Johnson said.

There are 66 bills in the Texas House and 
Senate related to water utilities. Some look to 
defend investor-owned utilities (IOUs), such 
as HB 3857 by Rep. Eddie Lucio III, D-San 
Benito, which would allow IOUs to increase 
rates by up to 5 percent each year without 
having a contested case hearing before the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Qual-
ity. Others, such as SB 1612, have drawn 
opposition from private utilities such as 
Monarch.

The City of Kyle provides water service to 
9,300 residential and commercial custom-
ers within its city limits. Monarch Utilities 
provides service to 2,116 customers in the 
Amberwood and Indian Paintbrush subdi-
visions, the retailers in Kyle Town Centre, 
and parts of an industrial park in south 
Buda. The rest of the city receives water 
service from Goforth Special Utility Dis-
trict and County Line Water Supply Co.

Rates on the rise
In Central Texas, rates from investor- and 

publicly owned water utilities have been 
steadily increasing.

Monarch’s rates in Kyle have increased 45 
percent since 2008, and if council approves 
the final step of a three-year rate increase in 
October, the City of Kyle will have increased 
its rates 70 percent during the same period. 
Rates in San Marcos and Buda have 
increased by 6 percent and 8 percent during 
the same period. 

The difference between Monarch’s and 
the cities’ increases, Kyle officials say, is 
that Monarch’s customers have not seen 
improved service.

Since Monarch bought the Plum Creek 
Water System in 2005 and began providing 
water service to residents and businesses, 
their customers have complained of discol-
ored water, low pressure and high rates. 

Kyle Assistant City Manager James Earp 
said the problem goes beyond residential 
customers. The low occupancy of Kyle Town 
Centre is partly due to Monarch, he said. 

“We’ve had a couple of projects that have 
looked at going in that area that did not 
go because of Monarch Water,” Earp said. 
“There is definitely commercial impact.”

In 2007, the utility submitted an applica-
tion for a 42 percent rate increase to TCEQ, 
the state agency that regulates water utili-
ties. Kyle residents lobbied the city to inter-
vene, and in December 2008, the two parties 
agreed the rates would increase by 28 per-
cent. As part of the deal, Monarch was not 
allowed to file for another rate increase until 
January 2011.  

Monarch’s investments
Chuck Profilet, vice president of South-

West Water Co., Monarch’s parent company, 
said bills such as SB 1612 amount to chang-
ing the rules in the middle of the game.

“We’ve invested almost $7 million in the 
systems that we have there in Hays County 
and primarily in Plum Creek,” Profilet said. 
“The way I see it is, you’re changing the rules 
after significant investments are made, and 
that’s going to discourage private-sector cap-
ital investment in Texas.”

When those rate increases are denied or 
lessened, Profilet said, the company has to 
cut back on infrastructure improvements. 
Profilet said the company is not recovering 
the cost of doing business because those 
proposed rate increases keep getting slashed 
before they take effect. 

“Your revenue is lower than your cost of 
service,” he said.

According to TCEQ, in 2012, receipts 
from the 87 water systems within Monarch 
totaled $23 million. According to TCEQ, 
$230,052, or 1 percent, went to regulatory 
assessment fees paid by Monarch to the 
commission. 

When Monarch took over the Plum Creek 
Water System in 2005, a TCEQ survey of the 
system found 10 infrastructure deficiencies. 
By 2011, six years after Monarch took over, 
that number was down to zero.

Johnson said she is not buying Profilet’s 
claim that his company’s large infrastructure 
investments—$6.95 million since 2005—
should allay customers’ dissatisfaction.

“From the conversations I’ve had with 
their actual customers, I still see not only 
bad customer service, but I still hear about 
bad water quality, colored water, sediment 
in water,” Johnson said. “I still don’t think 
they’re receiving the quality of water they 
deserve or [are] paying a reasonable price 
for water.”

Profilet counters that since 2009, when the 
company received more than 30 customer 
complaints about the Plum Creek Water 
System, Monarch’s infrastructure invest-
ments have improved the system so much 
that in 2012, the company only received 13 
complaints from Kyle customers.

Competition
Under state law, water utility providers, 

whether municipal- or investor-owned, 
must hold a TCEQ-issued Certificate of 
Convenience and Necessity, or CCN, to 
provide water service to an area. The CCN 
grants the provider a monopoly in its area.

If SB 1612 passes and Kyle is allowed to lay 
lines to Amberwood, Indian Paintbrush and 
the businesses in Kyle Town Centre, on Kyle 
Crossing at I-35, those customers would be 
able to choose between service from the City 
of Kyle, which currently charges $46.96 for 
5,000 gallons of water, or Monarch, which 
charges $71.47 for the same amount. 

Earp said he is hoping the city will even-
tually be able to “outcompete” Monarch and 
force the company out of the area. 

“Ultimately the concept there is if they’re 
so much better for the customer, why are 

Water
Continued from | 1

Kyle-area water providers: a real game of monopoly
Before providing service to an area, water utilities must apply to the 
texas commission on Environmental Quality, which grants certificates for 
exclusive rights to provide water service to that area. 

the two Kyle-area water suppliers with the largest 
geographical area are county Line Water Supply 
co., which serves parts of Hays and caldwell 
counties, and Goforth Special utility district, 
which serves parts of Hays and travis counties. 
neither provider has increased its rates in the past 
five years. county Line manager daniel Heideman 
said the company planned for Kyle’s growth by 
building infrastructure in Hays county in the early 
2000s, which allowed the company to avoid rate 
increases. Goforth is currently in the middle of a 
rate-increase study. 
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they so scared of competition?” Earp said. 
Walter Smith, vice president of the 

Amberwood Homeowner’s association, 
said Monarch’s practice of raising rates and 
painting fire hydrants black—a loophole 
that clears the utility provider of liability in 
the event that one of its hydrants does not 
provide adequate water flow to combat a 
fire—are not shady practices. 

“That doesn’t make them bad people,” 
Smith said. “They’re just going along with 
the rules that are there. I think we have 
a little bit of a policy issue, basically. We 
don’t allow competition, and we know what 
[Monarch’s] intentions are.

“There is a conflict in the profit motive 
and the very basic need for [water] service.” 

Pushing legislation
On May 7, Buda Assistant City Man-

ager Brian LaBorde updated City Council 
on Senate Bill 1086, which would require 
Monarch to paint its hydrants red in Buda’s 
industrial park west of I-35 and the Amber-
wood and Indian Paintbrush subdivisions, 
indicating to firefighters the hydrants can 
provide adequate fire-fighting flow.

The bill has been stripped of language 
that would hold Monarch liable during a 

fire emergency but will give firefighters the 
assurance that they will be able to suppress a 
fire using the hydrant. In spite of the amend-
ments, LaBorde remains optimistic that the 
bill will help the city. 

“All signs look good,” LaBorde said. “We’re 
hoping now that it gets through [the House].”

Profilet said the company is committed to 
the Plum Creek Water System, regardless of 
what city officials say. 

“We’re trying to be a good business partner 
with [Kyle and Buda],” he said. “We’ve taken 
care of our water system. We’ve improved 
the pressure, the water quality, the capac-
ity and we’re looking forward to improving 
whatever relationship there is with the city.” 

Johnson said she is encouraged by the 
response she received after her testimony 
to the Senate in favor of SB 1612, and she 
hopes  the bill’s passage will be a big step in 
the city’s long fight with Monarch. 

“We’re gearing up to make sure this legis-
lation can also pass the House, even if that 
means slightly changing it,” Johnson said. 
“We know it’s going to be difficult, and 
we’re ready for that challenge.” 

Sources: municipal and private water suppliers

map not to scale

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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Pradeep S. Mohan, M.D.

512.353.6444   
www.liveoakaesthetics.com

1305 Wonder World Drive in San Marcos

Dr. Mohan is a Plastic and Reconstruc-
tive Surgeon.  He completed a General 
Surgery Residency and is also fellowship 
trained in Hand and Reconstructive 
Microsurgery. He is Board Certified by 
the American Board of Plastic Surgery. 

SURGICAL PROCEDURES

l Breast augmentation, lift, reduction 
l Tummy tuck
l Liposuction/liposculpture
l Arm lift, eye lift, face lift, nose shaping, 
     brow lift, thigh lift
l Post-bariatric surgery
l Reconstruction including breast, upper 
     and lower extremity, facial and wound
l Hand and wrist surgery
l Compression neuropathies
l Botox  , facial filler

AT LIVE OAK HEALTH PARTNERS

R

Because Confidence is Beautiful.

Our May special is for anyone who is a mother - young or old - and is our way of saying 

Thank You & Happy Mother’s Day

DeVries Family Chiropractic
187 A. Kirkham Circle • Kyle, Texas 78640 • www.devriesfamilychiropractic.com

Please schedule an appointment in advance by calling 512-405-0400.

Due to local restrictions, this offer is not available to patients with state or federally funded healthcare plans.

Give Mom the gift of good health! 
This is an opportunity to introduce all mothers, who have not 
previously been a patient in this office, to come in and receive:

• A Health History • X-Rays (if necessary)
• Orthopedic & Neurological Exam

• A private consultation to discuss your test results

ONLY $30 FOR YOU!



San Marcos | Buda | Kyle Edition • May 2013 29

personnel, inc
riorityP

Skilled temporary & long-term employment opportunities. 
Light Industrial, Of� ce/Clerical, Technical, Professional and Retail.

Better People. Better Jobs. Better Period.
Apply with us today for great job opportunities!

512-392-2323
prioritypersonnel.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

APPLY 

WITH US 

TODAY!

Management Training Corp. spokesman. 
Heading into the next budget year, other 

institutions such as Hays CISD and San 
Marcos CISD are bracing for mandatory 
cuts known as sequestration. Early-child-
hood education, airport safety and academic 
research are among the areas that could also 
be affected by sequestration, which began 
March 1 and was enacted by the Budget 
Control Act of 2011 in an effort to force fed-
eral lawmakers to reduce the annual budget.

Reductions at Gary
Following the admissions freeze, enroll-

ment at Gary Job Corps fell to 775 students 
from a maximum enrollment of 1,600. The 
48-year-old education and career train-
ing program has begun to accept new stu-
dents again, but the Labor Department has 
instructed Gary Job Corps to reduce its 
future enrollment targets by 21 percent.

“Gary is just not going to be able to serve 
that many students, unfortunately. That’s 
obviously a concern of ours,” Arnita said.

President Lyndon B. Johnson initiated 
the Job Corps in 1964 as a program to train 
young people for careers and independent 
living. He chose the San Marcos location 
in 1965. The Job Corps serves students 
between the ages of 16–24, training them 
to be machinists, computer technicians, 
medical assistants and for other careers.

The Labor Department said it remains 
committed to Johnson’s mission.

“The department strongly supports 
Job Corps, which provides life-changing 
opportunities for thousands of deserving 
young people each year,” acting Secretary 
of Labor Seth D. Harris said in a prepared 
statement. “The suspension of enrollment 
has been difficult for students and families, 
and the department is committed to ensur-
ing that this important program is admin-
istered efficiently by the [Department of 
Labor’s Employment & Training Adminis-
tration] and in the best interest of students 
and families.”

Federal sequestration could also affect 
the program when its next budget year 
starts July 1, but Arnita said he could not 

comment on its impact on Gary Job Corps. 
The Job Corps will still be running as usual, 
just not with as many students, he said.

Effects elsewhere in San Marcos
Suad Hooper, the program director for 

Community Action Inc. of Central Texas, 
which provides Head Start education for 
539 children in Hays and Caldwell coun-
ties, said she will soon know how seques-
tration could affect the program.

“Some things tend to move pretty 
quickly,” Hooper said. “This might affect 
some of our Head Start parents.” 

Head Start provides education, health 
and nutrition for children from low-
income families and is a program of the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. Government grants account 
for more than 90 percent of Community 
Action’s budget, and Hooper said the non-
profit group is looking at a 5 percent cut.

“There is a possibility that we might let 
go of some of our staff this summer but 
then rehire them in the fall,” Hooper said.

Texas State University research
Billy Covington, associate vice president 

for research and federal relations at Texas 
State University, said the effects of seques-
tration are not yet fully understood.

“In terms of impact on our research 
funding from the federal government, it 
appears the major impact will be on new 
awards, not on awards already in progress,” 
Covington said. “In the future, it will be 
difficult to determine if a proposal is not 
funded due to sequestration or to other 
technical reasons.”

Covington said there had been no 
decreases in the university’s research grant 
funding as of late April.

School districts
Hays and San Marcos CISDs are both 

budgeting for an approximate 5 percent 
decrease in federal funding.

Hays CISD interim Superintendent 
Carter Scherff said the school receives four 
different types of federal funding: Title 1, 2 
and 3 and special-education funding.

The funding provides services for low 
socioeconomic status students, training and 

Cuts
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Gary Job Corps students lay concrete for a walkway outside of Central Texas Medical Center in San Mar-
cos. On April 21, the program lifted a 12-week admissions freeze in response to federal budget cuts.

recruiting of staff, and special education. 
“In our general funds, we have a mini-

mum federal funding that we receive, so we 
will not be impacted there on our general 
fund,” Scherff said. “But those special rev-
enue funds will receive a reduction of about 
5 percent.”

Scherff said he doesn’t believe the district 
will have to lay off employees.

“There may be some employees that are 
currently within those special programs 
that end up working in our general educa-
tion programs,” he said.

Pam Guettner, director of curriculum 
and instruction for San Marcos CISD, 
said the district is estimating it will receive 
about $1.8 million in Title 1 funding dur-
ing the 2013–14 budget year, a drop from 
the current $2.4 million.

Guettner said she expects the district 
to reduce teacher training and additional 
resources in response to sequestration 
rather than laying off employees.

Airport funds in flux
Stephen Alexander, aviation director of 

Texas Aviation Partners, the company that 
manages the San Marcos Municipal Airport, 
said the airport’s budget for tower personnel 
is changing on a day-to-day basis. 

“Here’s what I can tell you I know: As of 
now, and this could change tomorrow, we 

have been given notice by the FAA that the 
funding for the air traffic controllers in our 
tower will cease on June 15,” Alexander 
said. “I’m seeing what the federal govern-
ment is going to do or not do, and then 
consequently, what the state or local gov-
ernment is going to do or not do.”

On April 4, the governing board of 
the Texas Department of Transportation 
approved 90-day emergency funding to fill 
the gap when Federal Aviation Administra-
tion funding is cut.

“The new deadline in revenue to stop the 
funding date is June 15,” Alexander said. “At 
which point, TxDOT said, ‘OK, for obvi-
ous reasons, we’re not going to do funding 
for right now. We have to wait and see what 
happens in Washington before we can make 
a decision and then go from there.’”

The airport receives about $600,000 a 
year in federal funds, Alexander said.

“It’s not finalized now, but it is what we 
are working on with obviously the hope ... 
that this funding continues, and it becomes 
a non-issue,” Alexander said. “We are con-
tinually measuring all of the options, and 
our hope is that this gets solved on a federal 
level and continues on as it has been.”

For more information visit impactnews.com
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414 Crooked Creek in Buda, TX
Gorgeous 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home. 

Upgrades throughout. 3 car garage.

$274,500

576 Little Bear in Buda, TX
Stunning 5 bedroom home with offi ce 

& media room. 10K remodel allowance!

$434,900

Single Story

Elliott Ranch

512-312-1150 • www.StarTexRealEstate.com

List or buy a home with us.... we will donate 
10% of the sales commission to local non-profi ts

Every day, you have the opportunity to change a life.
Become part of something bigger than yourself.

Reach for the stars - list or buy with us!

REAl ESTATE

Market Data
On the market  (April  1–30) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

Less than $100,000 0 1 4 0 30 93

$100,000–$149,999 10 44 16 55 47 43

$150,000–$199,999 34 59 14 48 81 56

$200,000–$299,999 44 33 21 66 60 174

$300,000–$399,999 13 3 14 31 51 141

$400,000–$499,999 7 2 6 105 92 128

$500,000–$749,999 4 0 4 148 0 182

$750,000–$999,999 2 0 2 253 0 212

$1 million + 1 1 1 77 314 88

Number of homes sold Average price

Month Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

April 2013 39 43 20 $218,014 $157,433 $193,705

April 2012 28 37 18 $183,477 $130,557 $202,583

March 2013 35 58 25 $218,122 $150,879 $193,202

February 2013 20 21 12 $223,345 $121,199 $151,504

January 2013 22 33 12 $193,246 $139,853 $172,975

December 2012 27 30 14 $207,530 $137,456 $201,271

November 2012 24 36 20 $180,861 $141,839 $167,380

October 2012 40 42 8 $192,503 $141,043 $211,506

September 2012 10 6 12 $216,324 $153,417 $204,708

Market data provided by 
Marc Goebler, broker

Prosper Properties, Realty & Management Services
512-523-5663

marc@marcyourmove.com

Featured Neighborhood
Ruby Ranch

Build-out year: Still building

Builders: Endeavor Custom Homes, Michael Thames 
Custom Homes, other builders

Square footage: 1,991–12,564

home values: $280,000–$1 million

hoa dues (estimated): $200–$400 annually

amenities: Acreage country homesites, freely roaming 
exotic deer, party pavilion

nearby attractions: The Salt Lick, Cabela’s, Stagecoach 
Park

Property taxes:

Northeast Hays Co. ESD No. 2 0.0300 
Hays Co. ESD No. 8 0.1000 
Hays County 0.4251 
Special Road District 0.0440 
Hays CISD 1.4613 
Austin Community College 0.0948

Total (per $100 value) $2.1552

homes on the market (As of April 30, 2013)

Featured homesOverview

annual home sales (5/1/12–4/30/13)

No. of homes for sale 10

No. of homes under contract 4

Average days on the market 65

No. of homes sold 17

Square footage (low/high) 2,459 / 3,934

Selling price (low/high) $245,000 / $500,000

ruby ranch rd.

967
1626

4 bedroom / 4 bath 2,758 sq. ft.  $374,500
Agent: Christi Anderson  512-971-2922

200 W. Bartlett Drive

4 bedroom / 4 bath 3,300 sq. ft. $339,000
Agent: Jeff Coffman  512-964-6640

711 Ruby Ranch Road

3 bedroom / 3 bath 2,714 sq. ft. $364,450
Agent: Renee Moreno  512-749-8453

681 Bartlett Drive

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,143 sq. ft. $285,000
Agent: Janet Bowman  512-963-6844

267 Richards Drive
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Recent Property listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price  Sq.ft. Agent Agency

78610 Austin Skyline 12010 Underwood Drive 3br/2ba $212,000  2,080 Wendy Power Keller Williams Realty-RR

78610 Elliott Ranch 1548 Elliott Ranch Road 5br/4ba $579,000  4,033 Manuel Arce Keller Williams Realty

78610 Elm Grove 406 Oyster Creek 5br/3ba $286,735  3,311 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Garlic Creek West 2246 Garlic Creek Drive 4br/3ba $292,900  3,404 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty

78610 Hays Country Oaks 400 Hardin Loop 4br/2ba $392,000  2,855 Kay Hamaker Keller Williams Realty

78610 Jesse B. Eaves Survey 5295 Dacy Lane 3br/2ba $225,000  1,680 Della Newton Keller Williams–Lake Travis

78610 Meadow Park 2341 Intrepid Drive 3br/2ba $201,250  1,772 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate

78610 Meadows at Buda 306 Snow Owl Hollow 3br/2ba $183,170  1,780 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Old West Trail 101 Saddle Blanket Trail 4br/2ba $139,900  1,652 Ron Redder Presidio Group, Realtors

78610 Rolling Hills 104 Blue Jay St. 3br/2ba $138,000  1,920 Ronald Klein Keller Williams Realty

78610 Shadow Creek 129 Quarter Ave. 3br/2ba $145,000  1,582 Esmeralda Lira Keller Williams Realty

78610 Stonefield 383 Sandstone Trail 4br/2ba $215,440  1,940 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Sunfield 188 Razzmatazz Trail 4br/2ba $240,598  2,650 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II

78640 Amberwood 1561 Amberwood Loop 4br/2ba $154,900  1,913 Homero Cabello Keller Williams Realty

78640 Bunton Creek 1133 Twin Estates Drive 4br/3ba $209,000  2,812 Evelyn Strong Stanberry & Associates Inc.

78640 Four Seasons Farm 293 Otono Loop 4br/2ba $157,000  1,920 Mary Rodriguez Keller Williams–Lake Travis

78640 Hometown Kyle 456 Camelia Parkway 4br/2ba $167,000  2,248 Michael Harrell Keller Williams Realty

78640 Indian Paintbrush 160 Buttercup Way 4br/2ba $142,000  2,362 Elizabeth Riley Keller Williams Realty

78640 John Pharass Survey 1014 Old Stagecoach Road 5br/3ba $399,900  4,024 Della Hankins Spencer Properties

78640 North Trails 201 Wild Buffalo Drive 3br/2ba $129,000  1,382 Allan Hanson Prudential Texas Realty

78640 Plum Creek 264 Hutton 4br/2ba $209,900  2,641 Adrian Grabe J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78640 Plum Creek 741 Sampson 3br/2ba $184,500  2,081 Michael Harrell Keller Williams Realty

78640 Post Oak 124 Ames Cove 3br/2ba $147,999  1,434 Marley Bautista Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Prairie on the Creek 171 Primrose Blvd. 3br/2ba $149,900  2,214 James Walker Keller Williams Realty

78640 Prairie on the Creek 140 Buttercup St. 3br/2ba $134,900  1,611 Marissa Atkinson Austin 360 Realty

78640 Prairie on the Creek 130 Juniper Circle 3br/2ba $154,990  2,227 Marissa Atkinson Austin 360 Realty

78666 Bishop Crossing 2037 Northview Drive 3br/2ba $154,990 1,576 Marc Goebler Prosper Properties Realty & Management

78666 Blanco River Village 253 Newberry Trail 4br/2ba $199,900 2,552 Ron Brewer Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Cottonwood Creek 305 Wild Plum 3br/2ba $168,000 1,710 Holly Morris Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Cottonwood Creek 118 Wisteria Way 3br/2ba $134,900 1,303 Jason Tarr Keller Williams–Hays County

78666 Espinoza Del Diablo 1943 The Low Road 3br/2ba $299,900 1,919 Genie Vincent Texas Home Genie

78666 Hills of Hays 1269 Hilltop Drive 2br/2ba $114,900 1,304 Dustan Glover San Marcos Real Estate Co.

78666 Hughson Heights 104 Sierra Circle 5br/4ba $279,000 3,255 John McCrocklin John McCrocklin & Associates

78666 Hughson Heights 100 Yaupon Court 4br/3ba $299,900 2,350 Mark Mayhew Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Meadow Brook 5701 Meadow Brook Lane 5br/3ba $60,000 1,820 Hunter Brewton Team RE/MAX Hill Country

78666 Mockingbird Hills 1609 Mockingbird Drive 3br/2ba $129,000 1,536 Ann Hurt Hurt Real Estate Group

78666 Park at Willow Creek 446 Stagecoach Trail 3br/2ba $262,000 1,877 Debbie Austin Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates

78666 Summer Mountain Ranch 300 Summer Mountain Drive 3br/2ba $350,000 2,393 Yvonne Hoffmann Reliance Residential Realty - New Braunfels

78666 Summer Mountain Ranch 117 Allegheny Court 3br/2ba $299,000 2,793 Justin Padgett Black Dog Real Estate Inc.

78666 Summer Mountain Ranch 900 Cascade Trail 4br/3ba $359,900 2,667 Charli Manross Century 21 Randall Morris & Associates Wimberley

78666 The Crossing Condos 506 San Antonio St. 2br/2ba $83,900 1,063 Tim Williamson RE/MAX Hill Country

ZIP code guide
Buda 78610
Kyle 78640
San Marcos 78666

101 Saddle Blanket Trail

456 Camelia Parkway

1609 Mockingbird Drive

130 Juniper Circle

REAl ESTATE

These residential real estate listings were added to the market between 01/11/13 and 04/28/13 for Buda and Kyle and on 04/15/13 for San Marcos. The listings were included and provided by the San Marcos Board of Realtors and the Austin Board of 
Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons
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