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Buda opens doors to bars, liquor stores

Developer aims to build 306-unit apartment complex on property

City Council to decide on 
river park for Cape’s Camp
By Wes Ferguson 

As the San Marcos River flows east 
beyond I-35, it rounds two horseshoe bends, 
then cascades over a dam built by slave labor 
in the 1800s.

Across from the dam, the grassy fields of 
Cape’s Camp lie along the river’s northern 
bank. Straight ahead are the massive hard-
wood trees that shade Thompson’s Island.

Whether the two parcels of privately 
owned property should be preserved as  
70 acres of riverfront parks, or developed 
in part as student housing is now up to San 
Marcos City Council to decide.

“Everyone in the city knows how the 
whole city feels,” Place 3 Councilman John 
Thomaides said. “The council may ignore 
what the citizens want us to do, but there’s 
certain places that can do without apart-
ments. Adding roughly the last undevel-
oped piece of property [on the San Mar-
cos River] to the inventory of riverfront 

parkland would be a huge win for our city.”
Three quarters of San Marcos residents 

agreed with Thomaides in a Nov. 6 referen-
dum, voting by a 76 percent to 24 percent 
margin in favor of acquiring the land on 
Cape’s Camp and Thompson’s Island.

That referendum was not binding, how-
ever, and on Dec. 18, City Council mem-
bers are set to discuss whether to approve a 
rezoning request by an Athens, Ga.–based 
developer to build a 306-unit, 1,000-bed-
room apartment complex on about  
25 acres of the property.

Apartments gain preliminary OK
On Nov. 28, the Planning and Zoning 

Commission gave preliminary approval 
to the rezoning request for the apart-
ments, The Woodlands of San Marcos. 
In exchange, the developer, The Dovetail 
Companies, agreed to donate a 20-acre 
strip of land along the river, including all 

By Brett Thorne
When Buda voted in 1999 to 

become “damp,” meaning that 
some alcohol sales were allowed, 
the city’s sales tax revenue more 
than doubled in one year. Now 
city leaders are hoping the recent 
passage of Proposition 1, which 
will allow bars and liquor stores 
in the city limits, will have a simi-
lar effect.

The proposition passed Nov. 6 
with 79 percent of the vote and 
will allow businesses to apply for 
annual liquor store permits for 
$1,501 and beer and wine permits 
for $673, as opposed to the old 

mixed-beverage permit, which 
was $6,602. Kyle passed a similar 
law during its election in May.

John Hatch, a partner with 
Texas Petition Strategies, headed 
the effort in 1999 and worked on 
the most recent proposition. After 
the 1999 election, H-E-B moved 
into town, and according to fig-
ures from the state comptroller, 
Buda’s annual sales tax revenue 
jumped from $451,793 in 2000 to 
$978,905 in 2001. 

“It’s not just beer and wine,” 
Hatch said. “When the grocery 
store has to make room for beer 
and wine, well, somebody has got 

to deliver that now. And when 
you’ve got this many places now 
delivering, they’ve got to hire 
more drivers, they’ve got to hire 
more stock boys, and those peo-
ple pay taxes and those people 
buy groceries, and it multiplies.”

In May, Buda had five establish-
ments reporting mixed-beverage 
taxes to the state comptroller’s 
office. In November, that number 
had risen to eight. 

“I don’t want Buda becoming 
known as ‘the bar town,’” said 
Tommy Poer, a Buda resident 
since 1957 and a regular at Buda 

of Thompson’s Island, which would link the 
city’s extensive network of riverfront parks 
on the west side of I-35 with the much 
smaller Stokes Park on the east side, a long-
stated goal for San Marcos.

Dovetail would also construct a 10-foot-
wide granite trail along the length of the park 
and would pay $75,000 for construction of a 
public parking lot at the corner of River and 

Cape roads, among other concessions.
“I know there’s a lot of issues here, and I 

know it’s controversial,” Planning and Zoning 
Commissioner Randy Bryan said. Regard-
ing the proposed parkland donation, he 
added, “It may be floodplain, but it’s incred-
ible land, and it’s beautiful, and I’m excited 
that it will be a part of San Marcos forever.”
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See Cape’s Camp | 14

See Bars | 15
Bar patrons find a seat at the Tavern on Main, a Buda bar and restaurant that stands 
to benefit from the relaxed alcohol laws.
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In a nonbinding referendum Nov. 6, three-
fourths of San Marcos voters said they want 
the city to acquire Cape’s Camp for public 
parkland and open space.

Size: 70 acres
Appraised value: $5.5 million
Features: Undeveloped San Marcos River 
frontage with open fields and native riverside 
habitat of Thompson’s Island
Location: Corner of River and Cape roads

At its Sept. 18 meeting, San Marcos City 
Council authorized the sale of this city-owned 
property to raise funds for the acquisition of 
Cape’s Camp on the San Marcos River.

Size: 25 acres
Appraised value: $4 million
Features: I-35 frontage adjacent to fast-
developing commercial and multifamily areas
Location: Intersection of Cottonwood Parkway 
and Leah Avenue

Source: City of San Marcos

Sale of city-owned property could help fund parks purchase

Cape’s Camp Leah Tract
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As we move into 2013, 
assuming we all survive 
the Mayan apocalypse, this 
time of year is often a time 
of reflection and hope. Our 
cities have grown, and citi-

zens have stood up for what they believe 
in, with some battles lost and others won. 
In the world of a monthly publication, 
each month is a new journey. This holiday 
season, I am grateful to work with a team 
that is dedicated to our company’s prin-
ciples: faith, passion, quality, innovation 
and integrity. 

For example, Jessica Hannafin, our 
senior account executive, represents faith 
as she works relentlessly with local busi-
nesses to help them create advertising cam-
paigns that will bolster business and bring 
attention to their unique qualities. Editor 
Wes Ferguson is an ambassador of quality, 
making sure each story is easy to under-
stand, and he listens to the community 
at various late-night, government-related 
meetings to ensure we are reporting on the 

news that matters most to locals. 
Mykel Pierce, our lead designer, repre-

sents innovation with her clean graphics 
that often start with an idea sketched out 
on a napkin—she is able to take com-
plex advertising and editorial ideas and 
translate them into easy-to-read images. 
Reporter Brett Thorne is a champion for 
integrity with every story he writes, tire-
lessly fact-checking and researching so 
he knows he is providing readers with the 
most accurate and well-written news. As a 
team, we all represent passion. Every plan-
ning meeting is filled with enthusiasm 
and eagerness to pitch the best stories. We 
collaborate in order to make sure we never 
miss a beat.

From our family to yours, happy holi-
days and cheers to new beginnings.

If Kyle and Buda had more nightlife options,  
which would most likely describe you?
I would curl up on the couch and avoid the party animals 
altogether.

21%
I would enjoy in moderation, but mostly on weekends.

21%
I would enjoy a more family-friendly activity.

19%
There would be a shot named after me at a local watering 
hole.

17%
San Marcos or Austin would continue to get my business.

17%
Other.

5%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 11/13/2012–12/03/2012

Reader Feedback Connect Online

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/sbk-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_sbk

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

On Page 19, in the outdoor guide, information about 
amenities at Lake Kyle was incorrect. The park features 
four miles of hiking and bicycling trails, but pets are not 
allowed because the lake is a nature preserve.
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3  Kathy Sommers opened de Cheveux 
Salon, 610 Main St., Ste. 2B, Buda, on Nov. 
1. De Cheveux, which is Sommers’ eighth 
salon, specializes in hair coloring and offers 
accessories, jewelry, handbags, and scarves. 
512-294-6540, www.decheveux.com

4  Texas State University opened STAR 
One, 3055 Hunter Road, San Marcos, on 
Nov. 9. The first building at the university’s 
38-acre Science, Technology and Advanced 
Research Park, the 20,000-square-foot 
facility aims to serve as a technology 
incubator and will provide companies 
access to secure wet labs, clean space, 
conference room, office space and other 
services. 512-245-4524, www.txstate.edu/
ocir/STAR-Park.html

5  John and Lila Ramos opened San 
Marcos Gold Exchange, 900 Bugg Lane, 
Ste. 112, San Marcos, on Oct. 15. The 
business buys gold, silver, fine watches, 
diamonds and jewelry. 512-644-3762

6  Owner Allen White plans to hold a 
ribbon cutting for CMIT Solutions of San 
Marcos and New Braunfels, 100 N. Edward 
Gary St., Ste. B-113, San Marcos, on Jan. 
10. The business offers network services, 
information technology support and 
computer consulting. 512-291-3574,  
www.cmitsolutions.com

7  Owner John Spangle opened his fourth 
Partners Sales and Leasing store at 575 
E. FM 150, Ste. D, Kyle, in July. With 
other locations in Round Rock and the 
Houston area, the company offers rent-to-
own furniture, appliances, computers and 
electronics. Augustin Mirelez is the Kyle 
manager. 512-672-8688,  
www.partnersrental.com

Relocations

8  The Coffee Pot Bistro is set to move 
from East Hopkins Street into the space 
formerly occupied by Fresh Cubed at 221 
Guadalupe St., San Marcos, in mid January. 
Owner Sarah Nadeau said the new space’s 
full kitchen will allow the restaurant to 
expand its menu. 512-392-3080,  

Now Open

1  James Rios opened Center Field 
Sports Bar, 200 W. Center St., Kyle, 
on Dec. 8. The establishment holds the 
distinction of being the first bar in Kyle 
with a wine and beer permit. Center Field 

features 13 televisions and a full menu 
including made-from-scratch pizzas, 
burgers and salads. Rios also owns Cielo 
nightclub in Austin. 512-268-1400

2  Yogurt In Love, 102 Wonder World 
Drive, Ste. 205, San Marcos, opened  

Nov. 15 and offers self-serve frozen yogurt 
and toppings. Owners George and Ruth 
Molina said they hope to add coffee, 
smoothies and baked goods from First 
Impressions Bakery to the menu. 512-392-
2997, www.facebook.com/yogurtinlovesm
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www.thecoffeepotbistro.com, Twitter:  
@coffeepotbistro

9  Owner Maxine Schaffer planned to 
hold a ribbon cutting for The Floral Studio, 
331 W. Hopkins St., Ste. 100, San Marcos, 
on Jan. 17 to celebrate the move from her 
previous location on University Drive. The 
florist specializes in trendy and unique 
designs for bouquets and gift baskets, which 
are delivered throughout San Marcos for 
weddings and other special occasions.  
512-392-4656, www.the-floral-studio.com

10  Linda Y. Volden planned to open Earth 
Angels Pet Supply at 1254 W. Hopkins St., 
San Marcos, in mid-December after moving 
from 1104 Thorpe Lane, Ste. T. Her store 
features a dog wash station and other pet 
services and supplies. 512-392-7387,   
www.earthangelspetsupply.net

11  The UPS Store, 415 N. Guadalupe 
St., San Marcos, moved from its previous 
location at 350 N. Guadalupe St. on Nov. 12. 
Manager Michael Rye said the store nearly 
doubled its size to 2,600 square feet while 
adding more printers and redesigned floor 
space. He expects to provide public computer 
access for patrons soon. 512-805-0500,  
www.theupsstorelocal.com/4281

12  Licensed professional counselor Luann 
M. Sandahl moved her practice to 802 W. 
Center St., Kyle, in August from its previous 
location near Seton Medical Center Hays. 
Sandahl counsels people who seek help for 
anxiety, depression, relationship issues and 
other concerns. 512-789-9170,   
www.luannsandahlcounseling.com

13  On Dec. 1, Will Caldwell and Ryan news or questions about San Marcos, buda or kyle?
email sbknews@impactnews.com.

Owner Trey Leggitt (left) marked the first anniver-
sary of Dickey’s Barbecue Pit in Kyle on Nov. 10.

18
The H-E-B on East Hopkins Street in San Marcos 
held a grand reopening Dec. 7.

19
Savannah Reynolds grooms pets at Earth Angels Pet 
Supply on West Hopkins Street in San Marcos.

10
Michelle Regalado and Augustin Mirelez opened 
Partners Sales and Leasing in Kyle in July.

7
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Shinto moved Dojo Kyle Brazilian Jiu 
Jitsu to 111 W. Center St., Kyle, from their 
previous address on I-35. The dojo focuses 
on effective ground techniques that can be 
used for self-defense. 512-995-1217,  
www.dojokyle.net

14  On Oct. 20, Wybo’s Wigglers moved 
to 409 W. Center St., Kyle, and changed 
its name to the Sustainacycle Sustainable 
Living Center. Owner Wybo Gordon 
provides resources for self-reliance and 
urban farming, and he plans to offer 
demonstrations for everything from 
vermicomposting to hydroponics and home 
use of renewable energy. 512-504-3221, 
www.sustainacyclekyle.com

School Notes

On Dec. 3, Hays CISD named Deputy 
Superintendent Carter Scherff its 
interim leader following the departure of 
Superintendent Jeremy Lyon. After serving 
Hays schools for three years, Lyon accepted 
the Frisco ISD superintendent position Nov. 
19 and will take over in Frisco on Jan. 7. 
Lyon said Frisco ISD is the fastest-growing 
district in the nation and is expected to 
enroll more than 43,000 students next 
year. “When they selected me, it was just a 
matter of ‘You don’t turn that down,’” he 
said. www.hayscisd.net, Twitter: @hayscisd

The State Board of Education selected 
Hays CISD volunteer Ralph Pfluger as 
one of this year’s Heroes for Children. 
The award is given out to one person from 
each of the SBOE districts in Texas and 
recognizes individuals who volunteer time 
and support to Texas schools and students. 
Pfluger was first elected to the Hays CISD 

board in 1967 and is the namesake of Ralph 
Pfluger Elementary School in Buda.  
www.hayscisd.net, Twitter: @hayscisd

15  In October, Austin Community 
College began construction of its Hays 
campus at 1200 Kohler’s Crossing in 
Kyle. After clearing the site and securing 
it with perimeter fencing and erosion 
controls, contractors began laying the 
building foundations and pouring concrete 
in November. www.austincc.edu/hays, 
Twitter: @accdistrict

New Management

16  The Wonder World Center for Cancer 
Care, 1304 Wonder World Drive, San 
Marcos, held a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Nov. 1 to welcome its new oncologist, Dr. 
Michael Kerley. Kerley is the president 
of the American College of Radiation 
Oncology. The center’s patients receive 
treatments such as chemotherapy, hormone 
therapy, or surgery and radiation. 512-396-
2500, www.thecentersforcancercare.com

New Ownership

17  Leopoldo Ramirez took over Quetzal 
Landscaping, 103 Rebel Drive, Kyle, in 
August. The business has been open three 
years, and its services include landscaping, 
sodding and flower bed installation.  
512-268-9433

Anniversaries

18  Dickey’s Barbecue Pit, 5695 Kyle 
Parkway, Ste. 100, Kyle, celebrated its  
one-year anniversary Nov 10. The 
restaurant offers daily specials and free 

ice cream with every meal. Kids eat free 
on Sundays with the purchase of an adult 
meal. 512-268-3200, www.dickeys.com

Expansions
19  A Dec. 7 celebration marked the grand 
reopening of H-E-B, 641 E. Hopkins St., 
San Marcos, following a 12,2200-square-
foot expansion that began in the spring. 
New features include restaurant-style 
indoor and outdoor seating, six Texas 
craft beers on tap, an outdoor section, and 
expanded offerings for cheese and other 
food items. The addition brings the store’s 
total area to nearly 88,000 square feet and 
increases the property’s tax value by about 
$1.2 million, according to city estimates. 
Bruce Schneider is the store manager.  
512-396-8880, www.heb.com, Twitter: @heb

In the News
On Dec. 1, residents in 19 Central Texas 
counties—including all or parts of Hays, 
Travis and Williamson counties—began 
to transition to 10-digit dialing when 
making phone calls. The Public Utility 
Commission of Texas estimates that 
it will run out of area code 512 phone 
numbers by late 2013 and has approved 
an area code 737 overlay. From Dec. 1–
May 31, customers in affected counties 
can use either seven- or 10-digit dialing. 
Mandatory 10-digit dialing begins June 
1, and 737 phone numbers will begin to 
be issued July 1. Customers who currently 
have 512 phone numbers will not need to 
change them. www.puc.texas.gov/agency/
topic_files/tx512_first_customer_notice_
eng-sp.pdf
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Dec. 22–23 
By Ruth Herring

the river city ballet is hosting its annual 
holiday production, with audience members 
encouraged to follow angels through 
snowflakes to the “land of the sweets.” 

this year’s performance features pieces 
choreographed by ana baer, a guest 
choreographer from texas State university, 
as well as classic “nutcracker” performances 
staged by interim artistic director 
caityln kelly. the music is by Pyotr ilyich 
tchaikovsky, the famed 19th century russian 
composer.

the river city ballet is a nonprofit performing 
arts center that strives to provide a learning 
opportunity for central texas youth who are 
interested in becoming professional dancers. 
the center also works with area school 
districts with the aim to build community 
awareness for the arts.

7:30 p.m. dec. 22, 4 p.m. dec. 23. $15 
(children younger than 2 free). San Marcos 
Performing arts center, 2601 e. Mccarty 
lane, San Marcos. 512-396-8976.  
www.rivercityballet.org
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Students perform as angels in the snow at the 
River City Ballet’s special holiday performance 
Dec. 22–23.

‘The Nutcracker Suites and Other Holiday Treats’

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San Marcos, Buda and Kyle events  
at www.impactnews.com/sbk-calendar

For a full list of Central Texas events,  
visit www.impactnews.com

To have San Marcos, Buda and Kyle events included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the fourth 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

 Worth the trip

Dec. 16–23 Zilker Park Trail  
of Lights
this event features millions of lights, food and 
beverage vendors, and performances from 
local dance and vocal troupes. 
the trail of lights was on a two-year hiatus 
because of a lack of funding, but with 
companies such as H-e-b, dell, Samsung, 
Seton Healthcare Family and Vista equity 
Partners sponsoring the $1 million event, the 
lights are back on in Zilker Park. 
in addition to food and fun, the trail of lights 
Village features 23 nonprofit organizations 
from throughout central texas. they’ll show 
off their services and allow attendees to 
participate in interactive activities. 
each night of the eight-day event has a theme 
ranging from Military appreciation night on 
dec. 17 to Santa and elf night on dec. 22.
there are about 1,000 parking spots on-site 
and the fee is $10 per car (cash only). there 
are also buses running from barton creek 
Mall and republic Square Park for $2 per 
passenger.
6:30–10 p.m. Free. Zilker Park, 2100 barton 
Springs road, austin. 512-974-6700.  
www.austintrailoflights.org

December

13–22 Buda Trail of Lights
the fourth annual event includes music, 
christmas scenes from local churches, 
schools, businesses, neighborhoods and 
organizations as well as thousands of 
christmas lights. attendees can stroll through 
the 1-kilometer trail while admiring the lights, 
or settle down with a cup of hot chocolate and 
other snacks. a free shuttle takes attendees 
from the cabela’s parking lot to the park. 6–10 
p.m. Free. Historic Stagecoach Park, 880 n. 
Main St. 512-295-7170

19 Santa Visits the library
Saint nick stops by the community room of 
the kyle Public library to visit Story time and 
take pictures with children. Story time is a 
weekly event featuring stories, finger puppet 
plays, crafts and songs. a photographer is not 
provided, so those interested in taking pictures 
should bring a camera. 10:30–11:30 a.m. Free. 
kyle Public library, 550 Scott St., kyle. 512-
268-7411. www.cityofkyle.com/library 

January

1 Polar Bear Splash
Make a splash in the new year by joining 
kyle’s new tradition of jumping into the icy 
water of the city pool on new year’s day. 
Participants can join the Polar bear club for 
a $25 membership fee that includes a Polar 
bear shirt, a door prize ticket, their name on 
a plaque for the year and half-price kyle pool 
membership. Joining the Polar bear club is 
not required to participate in the event. 1 p.m. 
Free. kyle Pool, 1300 W. center St., kyle. 
512-262-3939. www.cityofkyle.com/recreation/
polar-bear-splash

6 Natural history of Crook Park and Rio 
Vista dam
explore the history of two San Marcos city 
parks, from prehistoric to modern eras, on 
a guided tour along the San Marcos river. 
the tours are guided by naturalists from the 
San Marcos nature center. they involve light 
walking and take about 30 minutes. 1 p.m. 
Free. San Marcos nature center, 430 riverside 
drive, San Marcos. 512-393-8448.  
www.sanmarcostx.gov/index.aspx?page=799
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Recent highlights

Evie Cherry, a student from Curious Chords Music Studio, entertains guests Dec. 6 at the Kyle 
Area Chamber of Commerce Holiday Social and Toy Drive at Duchman Family Winery.
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From left: Kayla Jones, Royal Starr, Kelsey Bradshaw, Kaitlin Jones, Adrienne Mays and Steven 
Stelly participate in the Texas State Turkey Adventure, an endurance race held Nov. 17.
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Santa Claus greets children before reading 
“The Night Before Christmas” at Central Texas 
Medical Center in San Marcos on Nov. 28.
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From left: Texas State Equestrian Team members Haley Watson, Kaitlin Tucker, Christy Furman 
and Bonnie Hardwick enjoy the Mare-y Christmas Barn Tour on Dec. 2.

Buda Chamber of Commerce Director Cindy 
Swink and former Director Dick Schneider mark 
the holidays Dec. 5 at Harper’s Fine Jewelry.
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city and county Compiled by Wes Ferguson

Hays County commissioners appointed 
their first court chaplain Oct. 23.

The Rev. Gary Smith, a former Air Force 
chaplain and the pastor of Christ the 
Redeemer Church in San Marcos, is tasked 
with randomly selecting religious leaders 
from throughout Hays County to lead the 
invocations that begin Commissioners 
Court meetings each Tuesday.

Before Smith’s appointment, County 
Judge Bert Cobb had led the weekly prayer. 
Cobb relinquished his invocation duties in 
response to a national group’s complaint 
that by invoking the name of Jesus Christ, 
Cobb was violating the First Amendment’s 
prohibition against government establish-
ment of religion.

“The commissioners were committed to 
keeping prayer in the court, but they were 
also equally committed to doing it right, in 
a way that is inclusive, multi-sectarian and 
as diverse as possible,” Smith said.

In addition to pastors of Christian 
churches, Smith said he has asked a Mus-
lim leader to pray before the court, and he 
intends to offer an invitation to members 
of Hays County’s Hindu community.

A lawyer for the Washington, D.C.–
based Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, which sent the com-
plaints to Cobb in April and June, said his 
group was somewhat disappointed by Hays 
County’s decision but would wait to see 
how the new policy is implemented.

“We believe the Constitution prohib-
its any sectarian prayers at the openings 

Tubers and kayakers who drink have 
not traditionally posed problems in parks, 
according to Bell, who said more problems 
arise from people who spend an entire day 
drinking. In the 10 years leading up to the 
ordinance’s passage, he said his depart-
ment had made only one arrest at city 
parks that wasn’t alcohol-related.

In addition to the alcohol ban, the 
ordinance prohibits Styrofoam, including 
ice chests and cups. The new rules create 
tobacco-free zones in play areas and ath-
letic fields, allow barbecue pits and pop-up 
tents in designated areas, and require per-
mits for the use of spears and spear guns 
for fishing in the San Marcos River.

Ice chests and coolers must come 
equipped with properly secured lids as 
well. The city is also increasing the mini-
mum fine for littering from $150 to $250 in 
the river and parks. 

City Council approved the ban in May. 
After the rules have been in effect for one 
year, they are scheduled to be reviewed by 
the council in January 2014.

San Marcos Hays County

San Marcos resident Adam Korn balances a 
Hamm’s beer in his guitar case on a November 
afternoon at Rio Vista Park in San Marcos.

W
es

 F
er

g
us

o
n

Alcohol ban, other rules for 
city parks start in January

The ban on alcohol in San Marcos city 
parks is one of many new rules taking 
effect Jan. 1.

Fire Marshal Ken Bell has spent the past 
several months fielding an outreach and 
education campaign to let San Marcos 
residents know about the changes. The ban 
will be enforced with a light touch, he said.

“We’re not walking around doing cooler 
checks,” said Bell, who heads up the city’s 
park ranger program and advocated for 
the revisions. “If you wanted to enjoy a 
beverage with your family at a table, I 
would never know unless you’re scream-
ing at someone and you can’t control 
yourself.”

In a major exception to the ban, people 
will still be able to drink alcohol when they 
are in the river, whether tubing, swimming 
or wading, because waterways in Texas are 
owned by the state, whose rules preempt 
the city’s.

“If you want to stand there in the river 
and drink a 12-pack of beer, knock your-
self out. But you better not walk your beer 
through the park where we can see it,” 
Bell said. “If you are straddling the water-
way, you can’t put your pinkie toe in the 
water and claim [you’re exempt]. That’s 
not going to work. You’ll find yourself in a 
tizzy of trouble at that moment.”

To access the river, revelers will be 
required to carry their alcohol through 
designated entry points at the parks, the 
ordinance states.

 Buda City Council
121 Main St. | 512-312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Tuesday  
of each month

 Kyle City Council
100 W. center St. | 512-262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

Meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of each 
month

 San Marcos City Council
630 e. Hopkins St. | 512-393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov

Meets at 6 p.m. the first and third Tuesday  
of each month

 Hays County Commissioners Court
111 e. San antonio St., San Marcos 
512-393-7730 | www.co.hays.tx.us

Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday
For instant coverage of meetings, follow Community 
Impact Newspaper on twitter: @impactnews_sbk.

To watch live webcasts of meetings, tune in at:

Hays County
www.co.hays.tx.us/index.php/government/ 
comm-court/court-video/live-court-video

San Marcos
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/cityhall/citycouncil

Kyle
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council

Meetings

of govern-
ment meetings, 
and that’s the 
majority opin-
ion among the 
courts. There are 
some cases that 
suggest that what 
[Hays County] 
ended up doing 
might be con-
sidered permis-
sible, but that will 
really depend on 
how they imple-
ment it,” said Alex Luchenitser, Americans 
United’s associate legal director.

“If it’s a Christian prayer 99 out of 100 
times, then they have one token Jew or one 
token Muslim per year, it sends a message 
of favoritism of the Christian religion. If 
there are a truly diverse array of prayer 
givers and prayers not dominated by one 
faith, then that’s less likely to impose con-
stitutional problems,” he added.

Commissioners drafted their new policy 
with help from the Liberty Institute, a 
Plano-based group that advocates for 
Christian religious freedom.

“We have done what I feel like is a 
reasonable job of preserving our consti-
tutional rights as well as our freedom of 
speech,” Precinct 4 Commissioner Ray 
Whisenant said Oct. 23, shortly before the 
Commissioners Court voted unanimously 
to change its prayer policy.

Gary Smith is the Hays 
County Commissioners 
Court chaplain.

Commissioners Court alters prayer policy after complaint
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Ruge defeats Fletcher in special mayoral race
By Brett Thorne 

In a special election Dec. 8, Buda Place 2 City Councilman Todd 
Ruge defeated Place 1 Councilman Ron Fletcher by a count of 159 
votes to 126 votes for the position of Buda mayor. 

City Council called the special election after former Mayor Sarah 
Mangham resigned Oct. 23, citing health reasons. Ruge holds a degree 
in finance from St. Edward’s University and lives near downtown 
Buda. He answered questions from Community Impact Newspaper.

How will you manage growth 
without sacrificing Buda’s 
“small-town charm?”

The small-town charm is really 
what drew my wife and I here. We 
live in the old town area. We want 
that charm to remain, and as a 
city, we can do that by being very 
selective on the types of busi-
nesses that we bring into town. 
One thing that we have done as 
a council is that we’ve instituted 
stricter building standards so that 
when things do come in, they’re 
going to look like the area they’re 
a part of. We’ve always had that 
in old town, but we’ve expanded 
that across the whole city.

Besides growth, what is the 
biggest issue facing the city?

I think there’s two issues really. 

The first one being traffic, and 
that goes hand in hand with the 
growth. When we annex new 
land for neighborhoods and busi-
nesses and things like that, there’s 
a price that comes with it. We do 
get the tax base, but we get more 
vehicles, and we don’t have new 
roads. The other pressing issue is 
wastewater. We just completed 
a renovation and expansion of 
our wastewater facility, and then 
a few council meetings ago, we 
got a report that—guess what? 
Because of growth projections, 
we’re going to have to expand that 
in seven or eight years.

What is something unique you 
will bring to the table as mayor?

Well I come from a financial 
background, so I would say that’s 

probably the one difference. I 
hold a degree in finance from St. 
Edward’s University. So I under-
stand that you see something on 
paper, and if we annex this or 
bring this business in, we can get 
X more revenue in, but along with 
that comes an expanded police 
force, city services, water, sewer, 
trash, things like that, that we’re 
going to have to think [about] 
long and hard because there is a 
price with expansion. 

How should new laws allowing 
bars and liquor stores in Buda be 
managed? How will you ensure 

that Buda doesn’t become “just 
another bar town,” as some 
residents have said?

As a council we [implemented] 
the strictest rules that we can, 
and [bars and liquor stores] can’t 
be within 300 feet of a school or 
a church. The other thing that 
was already on our books was 
the operation time. [Bars must at 
midnight]. The notion of down-
town becoming this rowdy area, 
we’ll have to wait and see, but 
we have ... taken steps to make 
sure it’s as smooth of a transition 
as can be and everyone knows 
exactly what they have to do.

Ron Fletcher, 44.2 percentTodd Ruge, 55.8 percent

Regional partnership plans  
to pursue water sources

A coalition of water provid-
ers that includes Hays County 
is reorganizing to pursue water 
resources for Central Texas. 

On Dec. 4, the Hays County 
Commissioners Court voted to 
join with a number of counties, 
cities and other utilities in an 
effort to influence, negotiate, 
develop, and acquire infra-
structure and water resources 
throughout the Austin area.

The nonprofit Coalition of 
Central Texas Utilities Develop-
ment Corp. will represent the 
water providers in their efforts.

“I think we’ll have to work 
as regional partners to secure 
the type of things we need for 
our future,” said Hays County 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Ray 
Whisenant, who said the coali-
tion will attempt to influence 
decisions at the state level and in 
the 2013 Legislature. 

The group will seek prelimi-
nary funding from the State of 
Texas. Other coalition members 
include Bastrop, Burnet, Llano 
and Travis counties.

Hays CountyBuda

city and county
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By Brett Thorne
For the first time, every school in Hays 

CISD is taking part in a recycling and 
composting program, making it the largest 
district in the state to have every school in 
its system recycling and composting. 

Hays High School and Lehman High 
School had not been involved in the 
program because of low participation 
rates among students of other Texas high 
schools, but when they came on board in 
August, the district achieved 100 percent 
participation.

“They are the largest composting dis-
trict, definitely in the state, and we believe 
in the country, to the best of our knowl-
edge,” said Jason Sanders, Texas Disposal 
Systems Recycling 
and Composting 
coordinator.  

Rod Walls, Hays 
CISD facilities 
director, said Texas 
Disposal Systems, 
which provides waste 
services to the 22 schools within the Hays 
system, presented two options to the dis-
trict in 2010. The schools could either stay 
on the trash hauling program they had in 
place—one that would have cost $15,795 
per month—or they could give the TDS 
Green School Solutions program a try for 
$12,891 per month.

The program, which was introduced 
at four elementary schools and a middle 
school in 2010, aims to increase reclama-
tion, recycling and repurposing efforts at 
Texas schools. Walls said TDS was reluc-
tant to attempt the program at anything 
more advanced than an elementary school, 
but after one of the district’s middle school 
principals insisted that her students have 
a chance with the program, the waste 
services provider relented.

Now every cafeteria in the district is 
equipped with “eco stations” for recycling, 
composting and landfill.

“A typical middle school was generat-
ing 12 bags of trash—big 55-gallon bags 
of trash—during a lunch period,” Walls 

Hays becomes largest Texas school district to compost, officials say

Students at Lehman High School began composting and recycling in August. Since launching the program, 
the school has reduced its amount of trash per lunch period from 30 bags to four.
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said. “Due to the fact that we’re only put-
ting trash in there and no recyclables, no 
compostables ... we’ve gone from 12 to two 
bags of trash.”

Sanders said before the program was 
implemented, Hays High School and 
Lehman High School were each producing 
30 bags of trash every day, and now that 
number is down to four bags.

In September, Camino Real Elementary 
School in Kyle composted and recycled 
12,671 pounds, making it the greenest 
elementary school in the district. Simon 
Middle School took the top spot among 
junior highs with 12,120 pounds, and Hays 
High School beat out Lehman for the top 
spot with 21,290 pounds.

Hays CISD 
spokesman Tim 
Savoy said the pro-
gram fits perfectly 
into the district’s 
long-term plans. In 
2009, parents, teach-
ers and administra-

tors came together to create a five-year 
strategic plan. 

The plan identified six strategies the dis-
trict will implement during the course of 
five years. The sixth strategy identified was 
to “infuse instruction with environmental 
stewardship and integrate sound envi-
ronmental practices into facility design, 
construction and operations.”

“It’s the right thing to do from the 
standpoint of being good stewards of our 
environment,” Savoy said. “This is being 
good stewards of the trash we put out.”

Hays CISD Superintendent Jeremy Lyon 
said that until the last few years, there was 
“zero consciousness about recycling,” but 
that has all changed.

“The work we’re doing is fantastic, but 
the bigger strategic objective is to embed 
environmental consciousness into this 
next generation of citizens,” Lyon said. 
“That’s the goal. Hopefully when these 
kids graduate, take jobs, become leaders, 
this is embedded in the way that they look 
at things.”

High schools 23,956 13,956 37,538 8.8
Top campus: Hays 13,881 7,214 21,095 14.0

Middle schools 17,829 50,570 68,399 19.0
Top campus: Simon 4,100 13,754 17,854 32.3

Elementary schools 42,103 159,034 201,137 26.1
Top campus: Tom Green 2,165 16,845 19,010 33.5

*Fall semester through october. numbers are in pounds.

Hays ciSd recycled more than 150 tons of cafeteria waste in the fall semester 
through october, according to the district’s waste services provider.

   School   Recycling     Composting Combined  

Recycling by the pound in Hays CISD

Source: texas disposal Systems

“It’s the right thing to do from the 
standpoint of being good stewards of 
our environment.” 

-Tim Savoy, Hays CISD spokesman

Per Student 
Total*
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Cape’s Camp
Continued from | 1

The commission voted 8-1 in favor of 
rezoning the land from a designation of 
commercial and future development to 
multifamily residential. Commissioner 
Travis Kelsey offered the lone dissenting 
vote, though he declined to say why he did 
not support the measure.

A month earlier, the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board denied recom-
mendation of the project Oct. 16, claiming 
the development runs counter to the goals 
of a new comprehensive master plan in the 
works for the city.

The 20-acre parkland donation would 
not support the 1,000 students living in the 
apartment complex, the board said, while 
noting that development of the property 
would go against the will of residents who 
voted in the Nov. 6 referendum.

Numerous San Marcos residents have 
also voiced opposition to the apartments.

“Whatever is done with that piece of land, 
it can’t be undone,” said Angie Ramirez, a 
San Marcos master plan committee mem-
ber. “There is no other piece of land in the 
city limits like this, and we get one shot at it. 
Building that complex on that land is some-
thing we will turn around and regret, espe-
cially when we have identified several places 
we all agree are suited for very high density.”

Dianne Wassenich, the executive director 

of the San Marcos River Foundation and a 
fellow member of the Comprehensive Mas-
ter Plan Citizen Advisory Committee, said 
the city should implement a moratorium 
on new development while San Marcos 
goes through the process of developing a 
new master plan.

“People are trying to get bad projects 
under the wire before good planning is in 
place,” she said.

Wassenich also said the proposed devel-
opment could be susceptible to flooding 
because of its proximity to the confluence 
of the Blanco and San Marcos rivers.

Bob Thornton, whose family owns Cape’s 
Camp and Thompson’s Island, dismissed 
the concerns of flooding.

“We’ve owned the land for over 100 
years,” he said. “We’ve paid taxes on it ever 
since anybody started paying taxes. I’ve seen 
floods and lived through them, and not a 
single flood covered the area by River Road.”

Thornton and his brother Russell have 
signed a contract to sell the land to Dove-
tail. He said the apartments would bring 
property tax revenue to San Marcos, and 
the donation of 20 acres of riverfront prop-
erty would be thrown in “for nothing.”

“It’s kind of taken a life of its own,” 
Thornton told Planning and Zoning com-
missioners Nov. 27. “If you can stand back 
and kind of clear the fog a little bit, I think 
really the project is a good project for the 
city from a lot of standpoints. The city is 
going to get the parkland, and they’re going 

to get the connectivity that was important 
for a long time, from Spring Lake all the 
way down to Cape Road.”

Acquiring the property
Cape’s Camp and Thompson’s Islands are 

appraised at nearly $5.5 million, according 
to City Manager Jim Nuse. City officials 
and community members have floated the 
idea of selling off city property—including 
a 25-acre tract valued at $4 million on I-35 
north of the San Marcos Conference Cen-
ter—to help pay for the acquisition.

In the Nov. 6 referendum, only 35 per-
cent of San Marcos voters said the city 
should raise taxes to purchase the river-
front land, though the ballot measure did 
not specify how much the taxes would have 
to increase.

By a margin of 51 percent to 49 percent, 
voters also said they did not want the city 
to acquire the land using its power of emi-
nent domain, which is the right of the gov-
ernment to condemn private property and 
acquire it at a fair market price, against the 
will of the owner. 

Condemnation is the city’s only option, 
according to Steve Drennen, an Austin real 
estate lawyer hired by the developer.

“This is not a willing seller. Not now, not 
ever,” he said. “Dovetail intends to close on 
this property.”

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Cape’s Camp
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Bars
Continued from | 1

City Council meetings.
Poer was the most vocal opponent of 

relaxing the city’s liquor laws.
“I’ve been accused of being anti-growth, 

but I’m not,” she said. “I have said that I 
would like for it to be smart growth and for 
us to look at things before we let everything 
in the world come in.”

Former Place 3 Councilwoman Sandra 
Tenorio, Buda Economic Development 
Corp. board president, said while she is 
leery of disturbing Buda’s “small-town feel,” 
she can see the Tavern on Main and Buda 
Grocery and Grill’s expansion already start-
ing to bring a new feel to Buda’s downtown.

“What you’re seeing different that you 
hadn’t seen before was downtown on a 
weeknight, when it should be dead, you 
can drive by, and this place is packed with 
cars at both places with people just hang-
ing out and having a drink and watching 

something,” Tenorio said. “Now you can 
say, ‘Why don’t you meet me there at 6?’ 
instead of having to go to Austin.”

Kyle
Kyle’s liquor election in May allowed res-

taurants to apply for wine and beer permits 
as opposed to the costlier mixed-beverage 
permits. Liquor stores were already allowed 
within Kyle’s city limits.

Nearly six months after that proposi-
tion was passed, James Rios announced 
he would be opening Center Field Sports 
Bar, the city’s first bar with a beer and wine 
permit, on Dec. 8. Had the city’s voters not 
approved the proposition in May, Rios said 
he would not have come into town.

“There are a lot of places where, to have 
a restaurant and to get a liquor license, you 
have to be 51 percent food and 49 percent 
alcohol, and that’s extremely tough,” Rios 
said. “It’s very hard to keep that ratio, and 
it’s a stretch that as a business owner you 
don’t need.”

In May, Kyle had 10 businesses reporting 

mixed-beverage taxes to the state comp-
troller, and by November, that number had 
increased to 11. Kyle’s mixed-beverage sales 
tax was $10,686 for the monthly reporting 
period ending May 21. That increased to 
$14,868 for the period ending Nov. 26.

Long-term effects
In 2004, the City of Woodway, a suburb 

of Waco, held a similar election to deter-
mine its wet or dry status. Before the elec-
tion, Woodway was completely dry, mean-
ing the sale of all alcoholic beverages was 
illegal.

Yousry Zakhary, city manager and pub-
lic safety director of the city, said the direct 
sales tax effect from alcohol sales has been 
negligible.

“Dollars and cents, we have not seen a 
true figure we can put our fingers on, but 
economic development, we have seen some 
great opportunities,” Zakhary said.

Advocates for remaining dry have argued 
that alcohol sales could lead to increases in 
crime. Zakhary said there has been a slight 

increase in forgeries, thefts and burglaries 
since 2004, but he said he attributes very 
little of the increase to alcohol sales. 

“We haven’t had to add police officers, 
and we haven’t had to reduce our responses 
because of the alcohol sales and liquor,” 
Zakhary said. 

Hatch said estimating the effect the new 
regulations will have on the area is difficult 
because although according to the 2010 
census there are 7,295 residents in Buda, 
there are more who live in the surround-
ing area and spend money in the city. The 
fact that the city is on I-35 and commuters 
passing through might stop by one of the 
city’s liquor stores or bars further compli-
cates things, Hatch said. 

Poer said since the proposition passed, 
she will not fight it any longer. Her 83 years 
have taught her that much, she said. 

“Yesterday is history,” Poer said. “It’s his-
tory, and you learn to accept things, like it 
or not.”

Buda kyle
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AnnuAl SAleS tAx revenue meASured during the ‘dAmp’ yeArS in BudA And Kyle

Buda residents voted to allow alcohol sales at restaurants and for off-premises 
consumption in 1999. Supporters say the election’s success convinced H-E-B to 
open in 2000. In 2001, annual sales tax revenue was more than triple the 1999 total.

Kyle went “damp” in 2004 when voters approved alcohol sales at restaurants, 
liquor stores, grocery stores and convenience stores.  The city’s annual sales tax 
revenue nearly doubled from 2003 to 2005.

Comment at impactnews.com

$978,905 $1.2 Million
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Dr. Richard Rhodes
President/CEO of the Austin Community College District
By Rebecca Rose

Dr. Richard Rhodes, president and CEO of the Austin Community College District, 
joined ACC in September 2011 after serving as president of El Paso Community Col-
lege for 10 years. 

Rhodes received his bachelor’s degree in accounting and his master’s degree in edu-
cational management and development from New Mexico State University. 

He earned his doctorate through the Community College Leadership Program at The 
University of Texas.

Rhodes serves on the economic development committees of both the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce and the Round Rock Chamber of Commerce, and he is a mem-
ber of the board of American Youthworks. He is a certified public accountant in Texas 
and New Mexico.

What are some of the ACC board of 
trustees’ goals for the upcoming term?

The whole focus of the board is on 
student success. That means taking it a step 
at a time and seeing where a student enters 
ACC and what they need to get them to 
the next level and ultimately to graduation 
or transfer or employment. Not everybody 
who comes to ACC wants to get a degree, 
and not everybody wants to transfer. But 
they do want to get a job. So how do we 
help them get from Point A to Point B?  

How does ACC work with community 
partners?

One of the ways is through customized 
training. We have specific industries and 
businesses here. They need their employees 
to get additional training and skills for that 
company to be successful. Through our 
continuing education and workforce area, 
we work with that company to provide 
customized training specifically for that 
business. We have program advisory com-
mittees on all of our degree programs, so we 
get constant feedback on what our program 
should look like and how we need to change 
the curriculum to make it better, and to 
keep it updated with the needs of business 
and industry. 

As an example, with [Proposition] 1, 
we began looking at that and what the 
impact would be on us at ACC, and where 
we needed to position ourselves for that 
to be ready. We know that somewhere in 

the neighborhood of 60 percent of the jobs 
that will be created as a result of a four-year 
medical school in Central Texas are going 
to require a two-year degree. What are 
those skill sets going to be, and how do we 
need to add new program areas or modify 
existing ones to be ready for that?

Recently we solicited some Department 
of Labor grants in order to help us change 
our curriculum for the future. Historically 
we think of college education in terms of 
three credit hours [per course]. But if you 
truly break down each of those hours, there 
are some specific competencies that you 
are expected to learn. … If a person wants 
to get an associate degree in computer 
programming and go on to get a bachelor’s 
degree, what are the specific competencies 
that you want that student to obtain? … So 
we got a DOL grant—our share of it is about 
$2 million—to convert computer program-
ming from a credit-based program to a 
competency-based program.  

What is the best way for a business to get 
engaged with ACC?

Each business has specific skill set 
desires and needs. The best way is through 
program advisory and working through 
the chamber of commerce to express those 
needs. We also want to know what the 
needs are of business and industry … and 
see how we can modify [our programs] to 
meet those needs. It could be the custom-
ized training, or it could be that we could go 

in together, through the Texas Workforce 
Commission, and get a grant that could 
help them. We’ve been successful in doing 
that for retraining. I would really love to see 
expanded numbers of paid internship pos-
sibilities for our students, which is good for 
everybody—the student and the business. 
It’s good for the college because it keeps 
students on track. Seventy-five percent of 
our students work part-time, so it’s a great 
way to get them earning money so they can 
continue [their classes].

How does ACC plan to use the Highland 
Mall site in the long term?

We completed the purchase of the 
Highland Mall about two months ago. 
It’s 84 acres and 1.2 million square feet. 
We still have about 90 tenants who will 
stay through the holiday season. We are 
starting on the construction in the spring. 
The first building [to be remodeled] will be 
the J.C. Penney building. It will take about 
12–14 months. That is an exciting project. 
It is 200,000 square feet with two floors. 
Almost half of it is going to be dedicated 
to the math emporium … a [500- to 600-
seat] accelerated math emporium for those 
students who need help in math before 
they are ready for college-level mathemat-
ics. It’s going to be a huge open lab. Some 
of the instruction is going to be through a 
professor to students. A lot of the instruc-
tion is going to be self-paced and have peer 
tutors. … The other half is “swing space” for 

when we have renovations at another site, so 
students who are displaced can attend class 
while we are renovating.

How will ACC’s new campuses in Elgin and 
Hays County contribute to the growth of 
the college?  

Elgin is the first one that is going to open, 
in fall 2013. It’s ahead of schedule and under 
budget. We have large numbers of place-
bound students that wouldn’t [otherwise] 
have access [to college]. Elgin is a pretty 
long commute to attend our other cam-
puses. We look at how we provide access to 
a new population and look at what are the 
programmatic needs of that specific com-
munity we now serve. We’ll also have more 
transfer degree programs because of the 
close proximity to Texas State. 

What would it take for Pflugerville to get 
an ACC campus?

It has to come from the community. We 
cannot advocate for it. We can provide 
information as to what a difference it makes 
as far as in-district tuition and out-of-
district tuition. It has to be a groundswell 
from the community to want to have ACC 
in the community. That’s what happened 
in Elgin, that’s what happened in Hays 
County. We’ve got two different beginnings 
of a groundswell of support for annexation 
in two communities right now. The first  
is Pflugerville and the other one is in  
Fredericksburg.
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Austin Community College President/CEO Richard Rhodes discusses how the school works with com-
munity partners.



Holiday Dining Guide
Find sweets, tamales and other seasonal fare 

this holiday season, Community Im-
pact Newspaper offers a few options 
to take a break from the kitchen while 
still enjoying a smorgasbord of treats 
from confectioners, bakeries and 
other vendors. this list is not meant 
to be comprehensive. to include your 
business in our online list, please 
email your information to listings@
impactnews.com.

Cake Dreams, 108 S. Front St., kyle, 
offers custom cakes; apple, pecan 
and pumpkin pies; and other baked 
goodies such as cake balls, cookies 
and flan. 512-626-0434,  
www.cakedreamstx.com

Find fresh cream and butter fudge, 
along with a variety of baked goods, 
at Centerpoint Station, 3946 S. i-35, 
San Marcos. 512-392-1103,  
www.centerpointstation.com

While known for its tamales, pastries 
and cookies, City Bakery, 410 S. lbJ 
drive, San Marcos, also bakes roscas 
de reyes, or king’s cakes, which are 
traditionally eaten to celebrate the 
christian feast day of epiphany on 
Jan. 6. 512-353-2489

First Impressions Bakery & Gifts, 
102 Wonder World drive, Ste. 201, 
San Marcos, offers dipped or drizzled 
cookies and fruit kolaches, a tradi-
tional czech holiday favorite, among 
other sweets. 512-667-7227,  
www.firstimpressionsbakery.com

the confectioners at The Fudgery, 
4015 S. i-35, Ste. 331, tanger Fac-
tory outlet center, stir, turn and fold a 
dozen varieties of fudge on site. 512-
754-0655, www.fudgeryfudge.com

 

Fuschak’s Pit Bar-B-Q, 1701 S. i-35, 
San Marcos, serves smoked turkey 
breast and sliced ham, and accepts 
orders for homemade peach, apple 
or blackberry cobbler. 512-353-2712, 
www.fuschaksbbq.com

best-selling items at Lindt Choco-
late, 3939 S. i-35, Ste. 182, San 
Marcos Premium outlets, San Mar-
cos, include chocolate bears and mini 
snowmen, dark-chocolate Santas, 
Swiss snowflake gift bags and tree 
ornaments filled with truffles.  
512-392-2825, www.lindtusa.com, 
twitter: @lindt_chocolate

in business for 50 years, Penning-
ton’s Cakes, 1662 S. i-35, San 
Marcos, creates elaborate, custom-
designed cakes and holiday-themed 
cookies. 512-396-4059,  
www.penningtonscakes.com

Compiled by Wes Ferguson
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City Bakery makes roscas de reyes, a Spanish and 
Latin American cake that is traditionally eaten to 
celebrate the Catholic holiday of Epiphany.

Lindt Chocolate offers a variety of Christmas-
themed gifts, such as this snowman ornament 
holding 15 truffles.
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Holiday Dining Guide

Lone Star Kettle Corn, in kyle, 
offers sweet, salty and chili lime-fla-
vored popcorn in two-gallon keep-
sake tins. designs include christmas 
trees, Santas, snowmen or other 
holiday themes, which are available 
for purchase online. buda Grocery & 
Grill, 100 n. Main St., buda, also sells 
the company’s kettle corn by the 
bag. 817-905-8327,  
www.lonestarkettlecorn.com

Lovebaked Cupcake and Cookie 
Bakery, 310 n. Guadalupe St., Mimi’s 
trailer Food eatery, San Marcos, of-
fers numerous holiday-themed good-
ies. cookies are adorned in christmas 
decorations, and special cupcake 
varieties include eggnog, gingerbread 
cake and peppermint. 512-843-2801, 
www.lovebakedcupcakes.com,  
twitter: @lovebakedcc

Place an order for a smoked turkey 
or purchase other barbecued fare at 
Milt’s Pit BBQ, 208 W. center St., 
kyle. 512-268-4734,  
www.miltspitbbq.com

Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory, 
4015 S. i-35, Ste. 835, tanger Factory 
outlet center, San Marcos, makes 
chocolate candies and confections. 
512-392-9780, www.rmcf.com

Find a special menu of holiday cock-
tails, including a Snow Globe, made 
with dripping Springs Vodka, and a 
rum-and-kahlua concoction called 
the nutcracker, at The Tavern on 
Main, 116 Main St., buda. 512-295-
0121, www.facebook.com/pages/
tavern-on-Main/189226794524097

Wild Flour Cakery & Boutique, 316b 
n. Main St., buda, accepts orders  
for a variety of made-from-scratch 
pies, including pumpkin, pecan and 
buttermilk. other options include  
holiday-themed cupcakes and cake  
ball gift sets. 512-295-0015,  
www.wildflourcakeryboutique.com, 
twitter: @WildFlourcakery
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Lone Star Kettle Corn in Kyle offers many varieties 
of seasonal two-gallon tins for sale on its website, 
www.lonestarkettlecorn.com.
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Pennington’s Cakes has been baking cakes, includ-
ing this Frosty the Snowman, for half a century in 
San Marcos.
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december is tamale time at Palmar 
restaurant in buda, where only one 
woman is trusted to make the tradi-
tional treats, according to Manager 
Jorge aguilar.

Head cook Maria Villegas grinds the 
masa herself; butchers, seasons and 
simmers the pork shoulder; wraps it 
all up in a corn husk and steams the 
tamales “by the hundreds in big old 
pots,” aguilar said.

“She’s been making them since she 
was a little girl. She grew up in a little 
desert town a few miles outside of 
Monterrey, [Mexico], and out there 
they don’t grow anything but corn and 
don’t have any livestock but pigs,” 
aguilar said.

Villegas steams pork and chicken 
tamales every day. With advance no-

is the texas Pie co. doing anything 
special for the holidays?

“not really,” said Spencer thomas, 
who co-owns the bakery and res-
taurant with his wife, Julie albertson. 
“We’re trying to keep up with pie 
orders.”

in the two weeks leading up to 
thanksgiving, thomas said the kyle 
business fielded about 4,000 orders, 
with the wide majority being for 
pumpkin and pecan. apple, cherry, 
buttermilk, chocolate and lemon 
chess are also popular, he added.

although the company sells about as 
many pies in november as it does in 
december—the two busiest months 
of the year—thomas said december 
is a little less hectic.

“christmas is a different kind of 

holiday,” he said. “thanksgiving is 
focused on one day of feasting, but 
christmas is a holiday season that 
lasts all month. We have people pick-
ing up stuff, making gift baskets and 
having parties all month long.”

albertson started the pie business 
nearly three decades ago, and she 
opened her first bakery in 1986. She 
oversees the ovens and kitchen, 
where casseroles and lunches are 
also prepared, while thomas handles 
phone orders. 

especially at this time of year, the 
company’s pies can be found in res-
taurants throughout central texas.

“it’s a lot of pies,” thomas said.

Texas Pie Co., 202 W. center St., 
kyle. 512-268-5885,  
www.texaspiecompany.com

Rivaled only by pumpkin pie, pecan pie is one of 
the top-selling varieties at the Texas Pie Co.

The tamales at Palmar Restaurant in Buda are 
made from scratch every morning.
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Texas  
Pie Co.

Palmar 
Restaurant

tice, she also prepares a vegetarian 
bean-and-cheese option, as well as 
sweet tamales filled with a pineap-
ple-and-raisin concoction rolled in 
masa and wrapped in a fresh banana 
leaf, particularly popular around the 
holidays.

“one reason people love our food 
so much is it tastes like their mother 
made it,” aguilar said. “Maria puts 
care and attention to detail into 
everything she does. if you ever see 
her kitchen, it looks like a homestyle 
Mexican kitchen with old-school 
ranges, and she fires up wood 
sometimes. everything’s made from 
scratch. you won’t find any cans or 
pouches.”

Palmar Restaurant, 210 S. Main St., 
buda. 512-295-7528, www.facebook 
.com/palmarmexicanrestaurant
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Curious Chords
Music school in Kyle sees enrollment crescendo

W hen Jenny Sandoval started 
Curious Chords music school 
five years ago, there weren’t eight 

studio rooms and 18 instructors—it was 
a business she managed from the spare 
room in her home in Kyle until about the 
time she signed up her 55th customer.

“I was the only teacher, and when I 
started I had 12 students,” Sandoval said.

Sandoval moved the business to 168 
Kirkham Circle in 2008, and after finding 
out she was pregnant with triplets in 2009, 
she decided to sell the business to the most 
eager buyer she could find: her mother, 
Kathy Brown.

“She took over and hit the ground 
running like crazy, I mean, like, insane,” 
Sandoval said. 

Brown managed to split her time 
between the business and working at a 
college planning company until mid-2012, 
when she quit to focus on Curious Chords 
full-time.

Today, the business has 240 students and 
offers classes in piano, guitar, trumpet, 
drums, cello, violin and less traditional 
instruments such as the Irish whistle and 
dulcimer. Curious Chords also offers Kin-
dermusik, an education program aimed 
at children between the ages of 18 months 
and 5 years.

Brown and Sandoval believe in Kinder-
musik so deeply that each of Sandoval’s 
five children has been enrolled in it.

“It really helps with bonding with the 
parents, and it helps a lot with motor skills,” 
Sandoval said. “There’s a big focus for the 
child to be able to explore what the cur-
riculum is teaching them in any way that 
is appropriate for each child individually.”

Brown said she has not been surprised 
by the business’ growth because of Kyle’s 
population increase. Between 2000 and 
2010, the city experienced a 427 percent 
growth rate as the population grew to 
more than 28,000. But the population is 
not the only thing that keeps her enroll-
ment growing, she said.

“I don’t just hire people off of Craigslist,” 
Brown said. “They have to come recom-
mended by someone, we go through two to 
three interview processes, then the other 
music teachers have to meet that person. 
They have to have a love for kids.”

The business expanded into the second 
half of the building it currently occupies 
in August 2011. Brown said she anticipates 
that in a year and a half Curious Chords 
will be working on building its own music 
studio. Wanting to have lots of extra space, 
she applied a lesson she learned while sing-
ing in church choirs.

“People aren’t going to join you if you 
look like you don’t have room,” Brown 
said. “They’ll say, ‘Oh they don’t need us.’”

Brown said the business’ growth can be 

Kathy Brown, owner and manager of Curious Chords, took over the music school from her daughter in 
2009. Enrollment has grown during the past five years from 12 students to 240 students. 

In August 2011, Curious Chords expanded into the second half of its building, increasing the school’s 
studio space to eight rooms.

Kaeleigh Buckridge, 8, of Buda plays piano with 
instructor Pamela Fischer at Curious Chords.

Maddiey Foley, 12, of Kyle sings during her guitar and voice lesson with instructor Zack Kibodeaux at 
Curious Chords. The Kyle music studio offers lessons for more than half a dozen instruments.
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Curious Chords
168 Kirkham Circle, Kyle
512-268-0168
www.curiouschords.com
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Kirkham Cir.

illustrated in the types of treats she offers 
her students. When there were 40 children 
coming to the house each week, she would 
make sure to have fresh-baked cookies 
waiting for them. But she said a new batch 
each day would not be able to keep up with 
the students who are enrolling.

It is not unusual for children who are 
walking or biking near Curious Chords to 
drop in unannounced just to say “Hi” to 
“Miss Kathy,” who never sends the chil-
dren out without a hug and a few questions 
about their last lesson, Brown said.

“I think they feel at home here,” Brown 
said. “I feel like I don’t have eight grand-
children—I have 240, and I just love them.”

More information

Curious Chords offers a wide range  
of class options, including:

•	Private instruction—Half hour private plus half 
hour theory lab, $99 per month

•	Private instruction—one hour private plus 
half hour theory lab, $188 per month

•	kindermusik classes—$60 per month
•	curious chords also has financing options 

available for families looking to buy an  
instrument from select austin vendors
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National Center  
for Farmworker Health
Buda organization serves agricultural workers

D edicated to providing health care 
resources for migrant and commu-
nity health centers, the Buda-based 

National Center for Farmworker Health 
has been in operation since 1975. 

The private, nonprofit corporation pro-
vides information services, training and 
technical assistance to hundreds of migrant 
and community health centers throughout 
the United States. Those health centers col-
lectively serve about 900,000 farmworkers 
every year, according to Bobbi Ryder, the 
organization’s president and CEO. 

Ryder said that providing health care for 
migrant and seasonal agricultural workers 
is something that cannot be overlooked.

“They are the people picking our crops. 
They are the people putting food on our 
tables,” Ryder said. “So when we find a 
community without a migrant health cen-
ter, we help them estimate a rational ser-
vice area, estimate how many agricultural 
workers there are, and then we help them 
develop their community [and] develop 
their health care plan.”

While the organization maintains more 

nonProFit

By Ruth Herring

President and CEO Bobbi Ryder joined the National Center for Farmworker Health in 1986.
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National Center for 
Farmworker Health 
1770 FM 967, Buda
512-312-2700 
www.ncfh.org

967

Dove Dr.

Cullen Blvd.

Cimarron Park Loop

of a national focus, the NCFH took an 
integral role in the building of two com-
munity health centers in Hays County in 
recent years.

“We were one of the 200 poorest coun-
ties without a community or migrant 
health care center,” said Ryder, who has 
been with NCFH since 1986. “So we got a 
bunch of people together and said, ‘Don’t 
you think we need a health center?’”

The NCFH began to see the need for a 
community health center in Hays County 
after receiving a grant from the Austin 
branch of Susan G. Komen for the Cure to 
implement a breast cancer education pro-
gram, Cultivando la Salud, for low-income 
and uninsured Hispanic women.

The educational program, while very 
successful in other areas of the nation, was 
not initially successful in Hays County, 
according to Ryder. The difference was most 
other communities had a partner in a health 
care center, while Hays County did not have 
a focal community center for migrant work-
ers to safely receive health screenings. 

The program has gained more 

recognition and a higher success rate since 
the opening of the CommuniCare Health 
Centers in San Marcos in February 2009 
and in Kyle in September 2010, Ryder said.

Seton Healthcare Family’s mobile mam-
mography service, The Big Pink Bus, has 
also played an integral role in NCFH’s 
community outreach. Dawn Parsons, 
clinical manager for Seton cancer screen-
ing, said NCFH and Seton have worked 
together for years. 

“They wanted to bring mammogra-
phy directly into their program, and we 
helped them do that,” Parsons said. “We 
were all involved in community outreach 

for low-income women, but we wanted 
to know how many of those women were 
being screened. With our bilingual staff, 
NCFH and The Big Pink Bus, we have 
made this the best community outreach 
program, so it has been a very rewarding 
win-win situation.”
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Hays Historical Museum

The Hays County Courthouse stands today.

The only remnants of the burned courthouse are the foundation, which was left in 
place for the current building, and stones that line the current courthouse lawn.

Construction of the current courthouse began in 1908 when the cornerstone of the 
foundation was laid. That cornerstone can still be seen near the main entrance.

Hays County Courthouse
Tested by time, historic building stands tall

W hen Hays County contracted C.H. Page 
and Bro., Architects to construct the 
county courthouse in 1908, Page was 

already an accomplished architect. The prodigious 
Page began his professional career when he was 
16, and by 1908, at the age of 32, he had already 
designed the Texas Building at the St. Louis World’s 
Fair and had begun a career that would lead author 
Francis White Johnson to describe him in the 
book “A History of Texas and Texans” as “foremost 
among the men of his calling, who aim to build 
beautifully useful structures.” But even an architect 
with Page’s credentials would have seen a challenge 
in building a structure that could withstand the sort 
of bad luck to which the county’s previous court-
houses had fallen victim.

From the time the Texas Legislature created Hays 
County in 1848, the W.W. Moon Hotel, located near 
what is now Hopkins and C.M. Allen streets, had 
been the meeting place for all county business. But 
in 1861 the county received $2,000 from a forfeited 
bail bond and decided to put the money toward a 
proper two-story, four-office courthouse in the cen-
ter of the city square. That building lasted until 1868 
when a mysterious fire reduced it to ashes. A new, 
larger building was constructed at a cost of $13,500 
and held its first Commissioners Court meeting in 
December 1871.

The cloud of misfortune was not contained within 
the courthouse walls, either. According to the 
county-commissioned history book “Clear Springs 
and Limestone Ledges,” Commissioner Lorenzo 
Dow Moore set out on an early morning in 1872 to 
find a missing horse and was killed by a roving band 
of American Indians.

“If you believe in karma and ghosts and that kind 
of stuff, that would be a great building for karma to 
hang around,” said Rodney Van Oudekerke, vice 
chairman of the San Marcos Historic Preservation 
Commission. “I live in a house that’s 120 years old, 
and there are too many strange things that happen 
in my house for me to say, ‘It can’t happen.’”

In 1876, an arsonist broke into the county clerk’s 
office, doused a stack of files in kerosene and set 
them ablaze. The fire was contained, but instead of 
razing the building and starting over on another 
expensive construction project, the county fitted 
iron bands around the outside of the courthouse to 
mitigate the structural damage caused by the fire.

It was a solution that lasted until 1881, when the 
placement of the courthouse on the city square took 
on new importance. The courthouse straddles a fault 
in the Balcones Fault Zone, and in 1881 a geological 
movement within the zone destroyed the foundation 
of the building, requiring it to be torn down.

By 1881, San Marcos was becoming a hub for 
agriculture in Central Texas. The county’s growing 
economic base allowed it to commission F.E. Ruffini 
to build a new courthouse in the same location, and 
in 1883, construction was completed. That building 
had many of the features of the current courthouse, 
including a domed top supporting a statue of Lady 
Justice. But it could not escape the previous court-
houses’ fates. On the morning of March 12, 1908, a 
fire roared through the Hill Country, and when one 

of the embers landed on the courthouse lawn, the 
entire building went up in flames. It was then that 
the county commissioned Page, who razed most of 
the building but left the foundation intact.

Page’s courthouse opened in 1909 and has 
withstood tornadoes, floods and multiple bouts of 
renovations over the last 103 years.

Linda Coker is a member of the Hays County 
Historical Commission and has called San Marcos 
home since 1993. As a child she spent her summers 
just a few blocks from the courthouse, in her grand-
parents’ San Antonio Street home.

 “When I was a kid, I grew up in Lubbock,” Coker 
said. “It’s just flat, and I love it, and it’s home, and I 
went to Tech, and I love Tech, but we would come 
here and stay summers, and we would have trees 
and hills and water, and it was just like paradise. 
San Marcos just kind of gets in you. It’s kind of 
weird.”

Coker said the building hasn’t stopped surpris-
ing its occupants. A group of construction workers 
made an unexpected discovery while exploring the 
building’s underground storage facility in 1965.

“They were wondering if the basement actually 
extended to the other half of the building,” Coker 
said. “They were digging through and they dug 
through to a room. The room had a cot and a book-
shelf, a whiskey bottle and men’s magazines.”

Coker’s desk now sits atop that trap door, ensur-
ing no one else will get any after-hours use out of 
the secret room.

When the Hays County Government Center 
opened in 2011, the Commissioners Court was faced 
with the option to move into the $66 million facility. 
Precinct 1 Commissioner Debbie Gonzales Ingalsbe 
said when the court took the building’s history into 
account, the decision was not a hard one.

“I think that’s really one of the reasons that 
some of us decided to stay here at the courthouse,” 
Ingalsbe said. “It really does have so much history, 
and it is really a beautiful facility. We wanted to 
maintain a presence in downtown San Marcos.”

The move  proved to be a boon for Coker and the 
Historical Commission as well.

“As other offices moved to the government center, 
we basically just went through every office [in the 
courthouse] and marked what needed to be saved 
and started bringing it over here,” she said.

The courthouse is now stocked with file cabinets, 
desks and chairs that have been in use since before 
Coker and the rest of the Historical Commission 
were born. The relics that aren’t being put to practi-
cal use have been placed under glass in the recently 
opened museum on the courthouse’s first floor. 
The Hays Historical Museum has been a dream for 
Coker and the commission for years. County Judge 
Bert Cobb granted Coker and the commission per-
mission to move into the two first-floor offices on 
the condition that they “do something with them.”

“We’re just really lucky that we have people that 
really care,” Coker said. “I don’t know what it is 
that makes us different. The city gives a lot of sup-
port, and the county judges through the years have 
always been real supportive, so that helps when you 
know you can have a dream and get it done.”

In 1881, Hays County commissioned F.E. Ruffini to design its third courthouse. The 
building opened in 1883 and lasted until March 12, 1908, when a fire destroyed it. 

Hays County Courthouse
111 E. San Antonio St.
San Marcos
512-393-7779
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•	Features: Photographs, 
artifacts and a theater 
room showing Hays 
county Historical com-
mission documentaries

•	Hours: 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
on the first and third 
Saturdays of the month 

•	Location: First floor, 
Hays county court-
house, 111 e. San anto-
nio St., San Marcos
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Impacts

Now Open
Southwest Austin
Indian grocery store Gandhi 
Bazar opened Oct. 24 at 3421 
W. William Cannon Drive, 
Ste. 133, Austin. The store 
sells spices, chutneys, flour 
and pastes. 512-899-1000,  
www.gandhibazar.com

Downtown Austin
Vladimir Gribkov and Varda 
Salkey opened Russian 
House NaZdorovye on Oct. 
19. The restaurant, located 
at 307 E. Fifth St., Austin, 
highlights Russian culture in 
a home-like atmosphere with 
dishes including Uzbek plov 
and golubtsy. 512-428-5442, 
www.russianhouseofaustin 
.com, Twitter:  
@russianhouseatx

Southwest Austin 
MockingbirdDomestics.
com opened a brick-and-
mortar storefront Sept. 
15 at 2151 S. Lamar Blvd., 
Austin. The Austin-based 
business specializes 
in home furnishings 
from Texas artisans and 
vintage, repurposed and 
international pieces. www.
mockingbirddomestics.com, 
512-677-4004, Twitter:  
@MBDomestics

Southwest Austin
Randy Palmer’s South 
Austin Gym and Event 
Center began holding classes 
Oct. 15 at 5700 Manchaca 
Road, Ste. 365, Austin. The 
13,500-square-foot sports 
center will host events 
including cage fights, amateur 
sports and professional 
boxing with capacity for 
1,200 guests. 512-445-2348, 
www.southaustingym.com

Austin temporarily removes its request to 
delete SH 45 SW from CAMPO 2035 Plan

Southwest Austin The pro-
posed construction of SH 45 SW 
that would connect MoPac  
in southern Travis County to  
FM 1626 in northern Hays 
County will remain in the Capital 
Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization’s 2035 plan for now. 

The CAMPO board approved 
an amendment Oct. 8 to with-
draw a request from the City of 
Austin that would have removed 
the proposed roadway from the 
plan. The city had anticipated 
that data from a traffic modeling 
study would have been available 
before the meeting, but errors 
in the data have required it to 
be redone, CAMPO Executive 
Director Maureen McCoy said.

“It might go until next spring 
or early next summer,” she said.

The study would allow users 
to examine the effects that a 
change to the transportation 
network would have on travel-
ers’ route choices throughout 
the network.

Councilman Bill Spelman, 
who also sits on the CAMPO 
board, said that once the new 
data is ready, he would like to 

Top Stories

Dining

Business

400 Rabbits
Southwest Austin Alamo 

Drafthouse opened its first sepa-
rate restaurant, 400 Rabbits, in 
March. While diners must enter 
from inside the movie theater, the 
menu for both food and drinks 
are completely separate.

Executive Chef John Bul-
lington created a menu based 
on interior Mexican street food. 
The name 400 Rabbits comes 
from Aztec folklore. The Aztec 
goddess and divine embodiment 
of the agave plant, Mayahuel, 
was said to have given birth to 
400 rabbits who were nourished 
by Mayahuel’s 400 breasts with 
fermented agave.

The bar and restaurant lives 

up to its name with an extensive 
list of tequilas, mescals and other 
beverages featuring the agave-
derived spirits.

“I think this spot is totally 
unique to this side of town,” Bul-
lington said.

Full story by Macy Hurwitz

reGional —abridged stories from our other editions

resubmit a request to CAMPO 
to remove SH 45 SW from the 
2035 plan. Spelman said SH 45 
SW is not politically popular, 
and the road primarily would 
serve Hays County residents.

“The gain is in Commissioner 
[Will] Conley’s area,” he said. 
“The pain is going primarily to 
us and our constituents. That is 
what regional cooperation is all 
about is sorting out who gets the 
benefits, who bears the costs and 
what is going to be best for the 
entire region. It seems to me that 
this is exactly what CAMPO was 
designed to do.”

Conley, the CAMPO board 
chairman and Hays County 
Precinct 3 commissioner, said 
he is disappointed that the City 
of Austin withdrew its request. 
CAMPO will begin to work on 
its 2040 plan in early 2013.

“I see no reasonable reason 
why we can’t have this discus-
sion in our 2040 planning pro-
cess along with every other piece 
of infrastructure that would be 
discussed,” he said.

Full story by Amy Denney

Yeti Coolers LLC
Southwest Austin When 

brothers and Driftwood natives 
Roy and Ryan Seiders co-founded 
Yeti Coolers LLC in 2006, they 
didn’t anticipate the size of their 
customer base. 

“When we got into the busi-
ness, we were focused on sport-
ing goods—hunting and fishing. 
That’s what we knew,” Roy said. 
“But we found out fairly quickly 
that coolers apply across all these 
different industries and markets.” 

Today, the company sells 
premium ice chests to hardware, 
farm and ranch stores, mom and 
pops, sporting goods retailers and 
specialty oil field supply stores. 
Yeti finished 2011 with nearly 
$30 million in sales, Roy said. 
With 70 employees, Yeti operates 
two East Austin warehouses and 
plans to expand, he added. 

Roy came up with the first 
Yeti design, and they are made 
by manufacturers in the United 
States and overseas. The average 

YETI Coolers co-owners Ryan and Roy 
Seiders manage a 35,000-square-foot 
shipping and receiving center in Austin.

Yeti Coolers LLC 
3411 Hidalgo St.
394-9384
www.yeticoolers.com
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400 Rabbits
5701 W. Slaughter Lane
861-7069
www.400rabbitsbar.com
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model costs between $200 and 
$400. 

Full story by Kelli Fontenot 
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real eState

Market Data Buda, Kyle and San Marcos 

Rebel Dr.

N. Old Stagecoach Rd.

150

real eState

Silverado at Plum Creek
Kyle–78640 

325 Silverado Drive $141,000
3 bedroom / 2 bath 1,764 sq. ft.
agent: theresa bastian
Phone: 512-297-3442

223 San Felipe Drive $144,900
4 bedroom / 2 bath 1,905 sq. ft.
agent: Jared english
Phone: 866-599-5601

145 Trinity Drive $185,000
3 bedroom / 3 bath 2,821 sq. ft.
agent: christopher Watters
Phone: 512-277-5104

123 Cowboy Cove $235,000
6 bedroom / 4 bath 4,106 sq. ft. 
agent: timothy Heyl
Phone: 512-330-1047

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

10 5 25

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

24 1,360/4,106 $114,000/$224,900

On the market  (As of Nov. 30, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Dec. 1, 2011–Nov. 30, 2012)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos

Less than $100,000 0 7 6 0 43 73

$100,000–$149,900 18 59 22 86 71 102

$150,000–$199,900 43 53 18 72 89 181

$200,000–$299,900 44 20 20 80 86 161

$300,000–$399,900 15 1 16 136 243 190

$400,000–$499,999 8 1 2 146 168 313

$500,000–$749,999 4 1 4 141 97 142

$750,000–$999,999 3 0 2 107 0 118

$1 million+ 1 1 0 191 165 0

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Buda Kyle San Marcos Buda Kyle San Marcos 

November 2012 24 36 20 $180,861 $141,839 $167,380 

November 2011 23 26 11 $199,732 $128,211 $131,768 

October 2012 40 42 8 $192,503 $141,043 $211,506 

September 2012 26 52 19 $191,191 $144,376 $162,403 

August 2012 29 56 14 $232,992 $152,534 $175,529 

July 2012 21 63 31 $196,677 $140,784 $158,922 

June 2012 29 56 21 $185,903 $140,736 $165,916 

May 2012 28 37 18 $183,477 $130,557 $202,583 

April 2012 19 32 14 $204,031 $141,835 $196,307

On the market  (Nov. 1–30) Monthly home sales (April 2012–November 2012)

Data compiled by
Marc Goebler, Broker

Prosper Properties, Realty 
& Management Services

512-523-5663
marc@marcyourmove.com

Build-out years: 2002–07

Builder: centex Homes

Square Footage: 1,125–4,106

Home values: $110,000–$225,000

HOA dues (estimated): $75 quarterly

Amenities: community swimming pool, two 
play areas, play fields

Nearby attractions: Southpark Meadows 
entertainment complex, cabela’s, duchman 
Family Winery, Hays youth Sports complex, 
Gregg-clarke Park, texas Pie co.

Property taxes:

city of kyle  0.4845
Hays county eSd no. 5  0.1000
Hays county  0.4251
roads  0.0440
Hays ciSd  1.4613
Total (per $100 value)   2.5149

Schools:

•	Kyle	Elementary	School

•	Wallace	Middle	School

•	Lehman	High	School
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ZIP code guide
Buda 78610
Kyle 78640
San Marcos 78666

real eState

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency

78610 Buda Austin Skyline 9700 Bock Road 3br/2ba $102,500  1,680 Ted Diver Keller Williams–Lake Travis

78610 Buda Bonita Vista 417 Bonita Vista Drive 3br/2ba $110,000  1,151 Victoria Pando Stanberry & Associates

78610 Buda Creekside Park 179 Madisons Way 3br/2ba $164,000  2,001 Cynthia Mattiza Realty Austin

78610 Buda Creekside Park 339 Kates Cove 3br/2ba $144,990  2,121 Marissa Atkinson Austin 360 Realty

78610 Buda Elliott Ranch 16171 Oak Grove Road 5br/4ba $575,000  4,058 Chris Pesek Classic Realty

78610 Buda Elliott Ranch 1475 Elliott Ranch Road 4br/3ba $367,700  2,661 Angelica Garcia J.B. Goodwin

78610 Buda Elliott Ranch 645 Little Bear Road 4br/3ba $393,000  3,021 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty

78610 Buda Elliott Ranch 241 Overlook Mountain Road 4br/4ba $434,900  3,578 Krysten Mejia Realty Austin

78610 Buda Elliott Ranch 329 Overlook Mountain Road 5br/4ba $493,000  4,371 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78610 Buda Elm Grove 126 Rosemary Hollow 5br/3ba $281,811  3,270 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates

78610 Buda Green Meadows 314 Nandina Drive 3br/2ba $146,600  1,398 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty

78610 Buda J.S. Erwin Survey 14605 Old San Antonio Road 5br/5ba $2,980,000  7,246 Gary Dolch Capital City Sotheby's Realty

78610 Buda Marlboro Country 149 Hy Road 5br/5ba $575,000  6,290 David Raesz Keller Williams Realty

78610 Buda Meadow Park 2020 Constellation Drive 3br/2ba $156,900  1,899 Lisa Foerster Keller Williams Realty

78610 Buda Meadow Park 2055 Genesta Drive 3br/2ba $199,920  2,150 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate

78640 Kyle Meadow Park 2252 Intrepid Drive 3br/2ba $180,190  1,772 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate

78640 Kyle Four Seasons Farm 135 Invierno St. 3br/2ba $167,400  2,175 Tajuana Fields J.B. Goodwin

78640 Kyle Green Pastures 424 Cresthill Causeway 3br/2ba $55,000  1,064 Craig Sanderson Keller Williams Realty

78640 Kyle Indian Hills Ranch 125 Indian Hill Point 5br/4ba $1,373,000  5,205 Sonny Bara Realty Austin

78640 Kyle Kensington Trails 296 Covent Drive 4br/2ba $150,000  2,452 David Raesz Keller Williams Realty

78640 Kyle Kensington Trails 166 Marquitos Drive 3br/2ba $164,500  1,715 Angie McFadden Keller Williams Realty

78640 Kyle Plum Creek 610 Scheel Road 3br/2ba $135,900  1,323 Adam Walker Walker Elite Real Estate

78640 Kyle Post Oak 209 Enterprise 2br/1ba $103,000  1,002 Jill Orr Keller Williams Realty

78640 Kyle Prairie On Creek 221 Bluestem St. 3br/2ba $148,500  1,869 Carol Delgado Stanberry & Associates

78640 Kyle Savannah Ridge 113 Golden Cove 4br/2ba $89,900  2,128 Roman Lopez Keller Williams Realty

78640 Kyle Scott Addition 801 Second St. 2br/2ba $109,000  1,104 Gail Huebel Keller Williams Realty

78640 Kyle Silverado at Plum Creek 123 Cowboy Cove 6br/3ba $235,000  4,106 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty

78640 Kyle Silverado at Plum Creek 110 Star Of Texas Drive 3br/2ba $152,900  1,932 Tom Polk Stanberry & Associates

78640 Kyle Silverado at Plum Creek 256 San Felipe Drive 4br/2ba $159,500  2,340 Laurie Gantt Keller Williams–Lake Travis

78640 Kyle Woodlands Park 303 Evening Star 4br/4ba $230,000  3,431 Ruby Segura Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78640 Kyle Woodlands Park 209 Prairie Dawn 3br/2ba $179,900 1,915 Sarah Lazarus Keller Williams

78666 San Marcos Country Estates 805 Palomino Lane 3br/2ba $279,000  2,572 Clarence Miller Hart Properties

78666 San Marcos Village at Springtown Condos 1202 Thorpe Lane 2br/2ba $95,000  1,036 Robbie Wiley Century 21–The Excell Team

78666 San Marcos Cielo Ranch 1675 Cielo Ranch Drive 5br/4ba $869,000  4,795 Gabriele Sommer Wimberley Land Co.

78666 San Marcos Estates of San Marcos 2912 Mountain High Drive 3br/2ba $189,900  1,695 Jason Tarr Keller Williams–Hays County

78666 San Marcos Cottonwood Creek 118 Wisteria Way 3br/2ba $134,900  1,303 Julie Harris RE/MAX Wimberley

78666 San Marcos Rocky Ranch Acres 405 Owl Hollow Road 3br/2ba $144,900  1,278 Mark Mayhew Century 21–The Excell Team

78666 San Marcos Westover 705 Bishop St. 4br/2ba $200,000  2,546 Margaret Ennis Randall Morris & Associates

78666 San Marcos Bent Tree Condos 1013 Chestnut St. 2br/2ba $79,500  960 Yvonne Hoffmann Reliance Residential Realty

78666 San Marcos Westover 1509 Franklin Drive 3br/2ba $149,500  1,419 Jerry Williamson RE/MAX Hill Country

78666 San Marcos El Camino Real 210 Calixto Court 3br/2ba $115,000  1,100 Clara Brinkley Randall Morris & Associates

78666 San Marcos Victory Gardens 1106 Jones St. 2br/1ba $99,000  930 Dustan Glover San Marcos Real Estate Co.

78666 San Marcos Kingswood 1900 Maple St. 4br/2ba $229,995  2,620 Kimberly Habermehl Town & Country Real Estate

78666 San Marcos Hughson Heights 228 Camaro Way 3br/2ba $275,000  1,924 Patricia Fernandez Hart Properties

78666 San Marcos Hills of Hays 1164 Hilltop Drive 3br/2ba $127,500  1,428 Regan Burris Keller Williams Southwest Market Center

78666 San Marcos Willow Creek Estates 2500 Summit Ridge Drive 5br/4ba $519,000  5,656 Loraine Harrison Harrison Properties

801 Second St., Kyle $109,000

2500 Summit Ridge Drive,  $519,000
San Marcos

135 Invierno St., Kyle  $167,400 

241 Overlook Mountain Road, Buda  $434,900

1675 Cielo Ranch Drive, $869,000
San Marcos

The market data for Kyle and Buda are gathered from Austin MLS and San Marcos market data are gathered from Central Texas MLS. The residential real estate listings are a sample of homes added to the market between 11/04/11 and 
11/27/12 for Kyle and Buda and on 11/28/12 for San Marcos. Listings for San Marcos were provided by the San Marcos Area Board of Realtors, www.smabor.com, and listings for Buda and Kyle were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, 
www.abor.com. These listings are not comprehensive. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of these listings, neither Community 
Impact Newspaper nor the agent assumes liability for errors or omissions.

For more information, visit impactnews.com
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


