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David Stewart’s Buda shop showcases, 
repairs historical weaponry

Planners aim for diversity with upcoming Buda, Kyle, San Marcos projects
Developments increase housing options for residents

Tourism bureaus work to balance 
needs of citizens, attract visitors

Tubes wait by the San Marcos River to be returned to the Lions Club’s rental site. Some of the city’s outfit-
ters have reported an increase in customers since New Braunfels enacted a ban on disposable containers.

By Eric J. Weilbacher
San Marcos already welcomes thousands 

of visitors to its tourist attractions each year, 
and if one business owner is successful, 
the city could play host to thousands more 
within the next few years.

That is the hope of Earl Studdard, presi-
dent of North Carolina Furniture Direct, 
who is working to recruit the National Youth 
Baseball Championship and its fans from 
throughout the country, contributing to the 
area’s economy as they pay for food, hotels 
and recreation. 

NCFD is nearing completion of the North 
Carolina Furniture Direct Farm Club, an 
88-acre baseball facility on Old Zorn Road. 

Six stadium-seating fields for age 12 and 
under, or 12U, players are complete in one 
area, with another two 18U/13U stadiums 
and four 12U stadium fields in the works for 

completion by next summer. 
“We should have some pretty influen-

tial folks touring our facility this summer,” 
Studdard said, including the cable sports 
network ESPN. “When we have the first six 
fields playing, you are looking at 1,000 peo-
ple there a day.” 

Several youth baseball associations are 
interested in hosting tournaments or prac-
tice at the facility, he said, making it yet 
another feature in the San Marcos economy 
that focuses not only on local use but also on 
regional and statewide visitors.

Generating revenues
Promoting a city to tourists has a clear 

effect on the economy, said Rebecca Ybarra-
Ramirez, executive director of the San Mar-
cos Convention and Visitor Bureau.

“San Marcos was one of the first 

By Annie Drabicky
With the addition of an apart-

ment complex in Buda and the 
relocation of a national home 
builder to San Marcos, Hays 
County residents will soon have 
more housing options. 

Developers said Silverado 
Crossing, which broke ground 
in June, should be completed by 
January. 

Also in June, Bigelow Homes 
relocated its operations to San 
Marcos from the Chicago area.

The company has had a second-
ary office in San Marcos for six 
years, and has developed projects 
both in San Marcos and more 

recently in the Plum Creek area 
of Kyle.

“What prompted the move 
down to San Marcos as a company 
then, is that permits in the Chica-
goland area ultimately dropped—
from peak to trough—96 percent,” 
said the company’s president, 
Jamie Bigelow. “So there’s nothing 
left. And this secondary division 
became the primary division.”

Kurt David Goll, president of 
JCI Residential, the developer 
of the Silverado Crossing proj-
ect, said it was not just the area’s 
favorable housing market that led 
the company to choose Buda.

“Have you been to Buda? It’s 

beautiful,” Goll said. “We chose 
Buda because it is 13 miles from 
the most active, vibrant, healthy 
downtown in the U.S., and we have 
an easy commute to that nightlife, 
to that downtown. Not everybody 
wants to live in congested Austin.”

‘Retail follows rooftops’
Chance Sparks, director of 

planning for the City of Buda, 
said that the most recent count of  
multifamily units in the city 
showed there to be 32, mostly as 
duplexes and above retail spaces.

“Not exactly a large number,” 
Sparks said.

communities [in Texas] to have roadside 
attractions,” Ybarra-Ramirez said. “For every 
dollar spent on tourism advertising in the 
state of Texas, $7 are spent [by visitors].” 

She said the Tanger Factory Outlet Center 

and the San Marcos Premium Outlets consis-
tently generate at least 25 percent of all sales 
tax revenues for the city.

In June, the city saw an 8.5 percent increase 

a
nn

ie
 d

ra
b

ic
ky

See Tourism | 13

See Housing | 14

Single-Family Homes MultiFamily Units

5,885
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Buda*

Source: Cities of Buda, Kyle and San Marcos

As of July 2012

*Silverado Crossing will add 300 units in January

As of July 2012
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It’s easy to see how it happened. When you have unsurpassed clinical standards, technology  
and research, patients aren’t the only ones you attract. Not only do 68 cardiologists call St. David’s 
Heart & Vascular home, we have the most renowned group of electrophysiologists in the world.  

And while the numbers may be impressive, what’s really important is that over 250,000 times a year 
they provide compassionate, world-class care that heart patients say is better than anywhere else.

WE DIDN’T SET OUT TO HAVE   

THE MOST  
CARDIOLOGISTS  

WE SET OUT TO HAVE  

THE BEST.

TURNS OUT, WE HAVE BOTH.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.stdavidsheart.com

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse  
about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627 or (888) 868-2104.

St. David’s Medical Center  |  Heart Hospital of Austin  |  St. David’s Georgetown Hospital  |  St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center  |  St. David’s South Austin Medical Center  |  Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia Institute

Austin Heart  |  CardioTexas  |  Cardiovascular Specialists of Texas  |  Texas Heart & Vascular
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Houston’s Premier Luxury Home Builder for Over 40 years.

It’s never been easier to build 
a home in the country.  
Texas Casual Cottages by Trendmaker

SITE BUILT  ON YOUR  LAND

Two fully decorated models at our new Model 
Home Park in Wimberley, Texas

Great selection of plans and options to fit 
your lifestyle.

Check out our website for where we build.

TEXASCASUALCOTTAGES.COM

Call today for 
an appointment:

Robert Moreman 
512-392-6591 Located  8 miles west of I-35 on RR 12 next door to Wimberley Glassworks
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Today’s healthcare
has a new name.

HEALTH PARTNERS
P R I M A R Y  &  S P E C I A L T Y   C A R E

Wimberley

San Marcos

Kyle

New Braunfels

Central Texas Medical Associates 

and Specialty Physicians of Central Texas

have combined forces to form 

a single medical group of more than a dozen 

primary and specialty care physicians 

with locations in San Marcos, 

Wimberley and Kyle.

l Primary Care        l Internal Medicine
l ENT        l General Surgery

l Rheumatology     l Orthopaedics

Primary Care  512.396.3911    
Specialty Care 512.353.6400
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Windwalker Primitive Weapons in Buda
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News

Features

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/sbk-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_sbk

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

Texas employers face skilled labor shortages
impactnews.com/sbk

“It’s unfortunate—and appears to be happening in several other 
states. The American Welding society is doing some work to 
change the culture and drive more students into a skilled labor 
field. Check out their Facebook—good stuff:  
http://www.facebook.com/AmericanWeldingSociety”

—Roger Fanty

Summer is a season of travel 
and exploration for many of 
us, whether we are venturing 
out of state or simply floating 
down the San Marcos River. 

I’ve noticed an increase in 
traffic on the river recently, as well as a gen-
eral confusion about the parks’ rule changes 
that will take effect in January. 

Some people are drinking their alcoholic 
beverages out of reusable containers because 
they think there is a can ban in San Marcos as 
there is in New Braunfels. 

Other people are not drinking at all 
because they think the consumption rules are 
already in place. 

Not everyone is happy about the new rules 
the City Council approved for parks in San 
Marcos. 

During a recent council meeting, a citizen 
asked, “Am I supposed to drink my Busch in 
a bush now?” 

Change is difficult, and we can feel suspi-
cious of it when it seems like our personal 

liberties are being taken away, but rules 
will be enforced and new rules inevitably 
created. We’ve seen this with lawn water-
ing restrictions throughout the state. 

We must find a balance personal free-
doms and taking responsibility for our 
actions. 

By helping to communicate these new 
rules to tourists and locals, we hope that 
visitors and locals will maintain a clean, 
inviting environment for everyone to 
enjoy. 

As Eric J. Weilbacher writes in his  
Page 1 story, a cleaner river is already 
evident in New Braunfels.

What’s your favorite tourist attraction to take  
out-of-town guests to visit?

San Marcos River

50%
Other

30%
Thunderhill Raceway 

20%
Cabela’s

0%
Wonder World Park

0%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 06/25/12–07/10/12

Health Insurance
Case Study #1
14 Employee Accounting Firm current rates $11,232 / mo.
Current agent says: Stay where you are, you have the best of the best available, can’t get any better, 
to reduce your cost let’s just raise your deductible.
Austin Brokerage Company says: Always check for better rates and benefits.
Results: Savings of $24,000 a year with lower office visit copays and lower deductibles. 

Case Study #2
Husband and wife own a business
Agents say You need an employee or no group.
Austin Brokerage Company says: We can help get you a group.

Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Scott and White Health Plan, United 
Healthcare, Cigna, we represent all the top companies.  Let us compare 
your benefit package. Service is our top priority. We help with claims, 
billing and other service issues.

Call for a no-obligation quote tailored to 
meet your needs or email quote request to: 
info@austinbrokerage.com

We also offer individual health plans.

An Independent Insurance Agency
Vickie & Pitt Garrett

512.835.9439



6 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • San Marcos | Buda | Kyle Edition

San Marcos

Buda

cr 126

c
r

 1
17

cr 131

c
ar

l r
d.

rohde rd.

S
. lo

op 4

Goforth rd.

bebee rd.

old kyle rd.

cr 127

cr 15
2

cr 266

c
r 

14
0

S
ta

te
 P

ar
k 

r
d.

G
uad

alup
e S

t.

Hun
te

r r
d.

Hop
kin

s S
t.

e. Watson ln.

e. M
ccarty ln.

W
onder W

orld dr.

airp
ort H

wy. 2
1

S
ilent Valley r

d.

183

45
TOLL

1102

2439

3407

3237

2770

1626

1979

1979

1984

1966

2720

2001

2001

2001

1327

142

621

150

130

150
967

621

12

80

21

21

20

35

old
 b

as
tr

op
 r

d
.

San M
arcos H

w
y.

c
r

 1
36

o
ld

 S
ta

ge
co

ac
h 

r
d.Kyle

elder Hill rd.

Ja
ck

 c
. H

ay
s 

tr
ai

l

Windy Hill r

d.

n
. c

ol
o

ra
d

o 
S

t.

niederwald Strasse rd.

iMPactS

features sandwiches and salads for lunch 
and dinner, a full bar and live music Friday 
nights. Closed Sunday–Monday. 295-0121

3  Cici’s Pizza 5695 Kyle Parkway,  
Ste. 400, opened in the Village at Kyle 
shopping center June 25. The family-
friendly buffet offers pizzas, pastas, salads 
and desserts. 268-1919, www.cicispizza.com

4  Kyle Crossing Imaging Center,  
135 Bunton Creek Road, Ste. 101, Kyle, 
opened at the end of June. The facility 
offers MRIs, CT scans and X-rays, and 
is now accepting patients by physician 
referral. 504-0093, www.kylemri.com

Coming Soon

5  Andrew Napoles plans to open AJ’s 
Ranch Road Grill, 205 Moore St., San 
Marcos, in mid-August. The restaurant 
will be open for breakfast, dinner and 
late-night dining until 3:30 a.m., and will 
also offer catering. The grill will feature 
Tex-Mex and barbecue dishes, as well as 
healthy options. 210-332-0606

Noah’s Ark Self-Storage is scheduled 
to open on Cabela’s Drive in Buda in 
late November. The 64,350-square-foot 
facility will offer nonclimate- and climate-
controlled interior and exterior storage 
units ranging from 25 square feet to 300 
square feet. www.noahsarkselfstorage.com

Relocations

6  Owner Albert Garcia relocated College 
Delivery to 300 S. C.M. Allen Parkway, Ste. 
212-A, on June 10. The service works with 
29 restaurants in the San Marcos area and 
specializes in delivery of restaurant meals, 
cigarettes and nonalcoholic beverages.  
353-8646, www.collegedelivery.com/sm

7  In mid-May, Amanda and Josh  
Erwin relocated The Erwin Law Firm LLP 
to 109 E. Hopkins St., Ste. 200, San Marcos. 
The firm specializes in criminal defense 
cases, from Class C misdemeanors to  
first-degree felonies. 938-1800,  
http://theerwinlawfirm.com

Now Open

Owners Amber and BJ Terrill opened the 
home-based Flipped Out Crackers in 
Kyle in late May. The business offers more 
than 20 flavors of crackers and delivers to 
Buda, Kyle, San Marcos and South Austin. 

Orders may be placed online. 262-0635, 
www.flippedoutcrakers.com

1  Owner Valerie Phipps opened Hair 
Therapy Salon & Spa, 206 Moore St., 
Kyle, in June. The salon offers beauty 
services, including haircuts and coloring, 

in a shop with an “Austin vibe,” Phipps 
said. 665-1360

2  Tavern on Main, 116 Main St., Buda, 
opened June 15. Owners Julie Renfro 
and Rinaldo Lanzillotti also run Nonna 
Gina’s, 214 N. Main St. Tavern on Main 
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San Marcos Branch
1917 Dutton Dr., Ste. 205
San Marcos, Texas 78666
512-754-7401

Schertz Of ce
519 Main
Schertz, Texas 78154
210-945-7400

IH 35 Branch
16852 IH 35 North
Schertz, Texas 78154
210-945-7480

Kirby Branch
5020 Highway 78
Kirby, Texas 78219
210-945-7450

Seguin Branch
203 Hwy 123 Bypass N.
Seguin, Texas 78155
830-303-8747

Drive-In Hours All Locations:
Mon thru Fri 7am-6pm • Sat 8am-1pm

Lobby Hours All Locations: 
Mon thru Thurs 9am-4pm • Fri 9am-5pm

Schertz Bank
& TrustMEMBER FDIC

Continuous Community Service Since 1913
512-754-7401

www.schertzbank.com

WE CAN 
HELP YOUR 

SMALL 
BUSINESS 
GROW!

A 
Complete 
Service 

Bank

WE ARE AN SBA PERFERRED LENDER!
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8  Owner Maxine Schaffer moved The 
Floral Studio to 331 W. Hopkins St., 
Ste. 100, San Marcos, in June. The shop 
specializes in modern, contemporary and 
unusual floral designs and plans to reopen 
to the public in late July. 392-4656 or 800-
323-4002, www.the-floral-studio.com

9  Baron Energy, 300 S. C.M. Allen 
Parkway, Ste. 400, moved to San Marcos 
from New Braunfels on June 18. The 
company buys oil-producing properties in 
Texas, focusing on areas in north and west 
Texas. 392-5775, www.baronenergy.com

To Have and Hold has relocated to the 
Buda home studio of owner Ashley Jo 
Green. The bridal and baby boutique will 
continue to see clients by appointment. 
965-5145, www.forevertohaveandhold.com.  
Photographer Amy Lynn Gawlik will 
continue to work with vendors and 
operate Al Gawlik Photography out  
of the former To Have and Hold space  
at 300 N. Main St., Buda. 547-7050,  
http://algawlikphotography.com

Anniversaries

10  McCoy’s Building Supply, 
headquartered at 1350 N. I-35, San Marcos, 
is celebrating 85 years of providing 
building products and services throughout 
Texas and surrounding states. McCoy’s is 
also expanding to Taylor and expects the 
new store to be open in December.  
935-6644, www.mccoys.com

11  Cornucopia Health Food Store,  
1104 Thorpe Lane, San Marcos, celebrates 
its 10-year anniversary Aug. 31. The 
health food store also carries nutritional news or questions about San Marcos, buda or kyle?

email sbknews@impactnews.com.

Owner Valerie Phipps opened Hair Therapy 
Salon & Spa in June in Kyle.

1
In June, Buda approved the design for the 
Jackson Taylor Norris Memorial Skate Park.

23
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McCoy’s Building Supply celebrates its 85th anniversary this summer. The company is also expanding to 
Taylor and expects the new store to be open by December.

10

supplements and beauty products.  
353-5044, www.smcornucopia.com

12   DeVries Family Chiropractic,  
187 Kirkham Circle, Ste. A, Kyle, 
celebrated its eight-year anniversary  
June 28. Doctors Eric and Wendy DeVries 
practice healing through chiropractic 
adjustments and nutrition. 405-0400, 
www.devriesfamilychiropractic.com

13  Owner Norah Fuentes celebrated 
the five-year anniversary of her snow 
cone stand, Viva la Raspa, in May. The 
summer-only business is located at  
905 1/2 N. Old Hwy. 81, next to Milt’s Pit  
BBQ in Kyle. Fuentes offers more than  
30 flavors of snow cones, including 
vanilla, cherry, tamarindo, margarita and 
blue raspberry. 825-5771

14  The First Class Child Development 
Center, 1215 Old Black Colony Road, 
Buda, celebrates its first anniversary Aug. 
23. The licensed child care center provides 
educational activities for children through 
play. 922-3418, www.firstclasscdc.com

15  Crazy Good Yogurt, 1504 Aquarena 
Springs Drive, Ste. 303, San Marcos, 
celebrates its two-year anniversary in 
August. The frozen yogurt shop serves  
all-natural yogurts, and customers can  
add their own toppings. 878-4663,  
www.crazygoodyogurt.com

16  The Root Cellar a la Carte, 705 
Aquarena Springs Drive, San Marcos, 
celebrates its first anniversary in August. 
The food trailer, an extension of the 
restaurant, now offers deliveries of its 
specialty menu items. 665-2367

Expansions

17   Tres Hermanas, 2550 Hunter Road, 
San Marcos, expanded its restaurant to 
include an outdoor patio area. The  
eatery features Mexican and American 
food and a full bar. 878-2405,  
www.treshermanasrestaurant.com

18 H-E-B, 641 E. Hopkins St., San Marcos, 
is expanding its store by 12,200 square feet. 
The additional floor space will make room 
for more perishable foods. Construction is 
expected to be finished by fall 2012.  
396-8880, www.heb.com

Owner Sheri Marshall expanded services 
of Umoveit-Wecleanit Enterprises to 
Buda on June 28. The business offers 
janitorial and maid services for residential 
and commercial clients, as well as post-
construction cleanup. 583-9534,  
www.umoveitwecleanit.com

19  Owner Ruth Noel expanded offerings 
of her wholesale business, Treasured 
Earth Foods, to B&J Pharmacy,  
2111 Hunter Road, San Marcos. Treasured 
Earth Foods sells healthy desserts such 
as brownies and cookies, and includes 
gluten-free and vegan options. Items can 
be shipped anywhere in the U.S. 216-2767, 
www.hiddenhealthy.com

Name Change

20  Owner Gordon R. Wybo plans to 
open Sustainacycle, formerly known as 
Wybo’s Wigglers, at 504 W. Center St., 
in Kyle. The business will sell worms for 
composting, composting supplies and 
fully established worm farms.  
386-490-6930, http://wyboswigglers.com

Closings

21  Buda restaurant Viuda, 108 N. Main 
St., closed in mid-June.

22  Kyle boutique The Motley Menagerie, 
602 W. Center St., closed in June. 

In the News

23  At its June 19 session, the Buda  
City Council approved the concept for  
the Jackson Tyler Norris Memorial  
Skate Park, planned for 480 S. Loop 4  
(South Main Street). The design 
includes a half pipe and grind ledges, 
as well as a memorial garden area. The 
10,000-square-foot park is expected to be 
completed by February or March.  
http://ci.buda.tx.us/parks-recreation

ARC_CommImpact_Check-in_Check-up_Divers_06212012_10x2.95.indd   1 6/26/2012   8:43:03 AM
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Offering Nursing & Rehabilitation Care 
Outpatient Therapy Care | Hospice Care | Respite Stays

• Providing Long-Term & Skilled Care

• Accommodations for 126 Residents 

• Semi-Private Rooms furnished with 

a flat-screen TV, cable, & a private 

shower with heating element

• Outpatient Therapy Care Unit 

featuring the most state-of-the-

art therapy equipment available 

anywhere

Patient First. Respect. 
Integrity. Stewardship.

Conveniently located in the Plum Creek Community
1640 Fairway • Kyle, TX 78640
T: (512) 268-1003 • F: (512) 268-1132
www.legendhc.com

Kohler’s Crossing
2770Jack C Hays Trail

Fairway

“My stay at Legend Oaks for 5 weeks was an absolute great experience. 
With the help of the wonderful staff, it truly made my recovery quick 
after 3 major surgeries. The therapy team made me have a pleasant, fun 
recovery and always made me laugh and put a smile on my face and 
kept my spirits high! They were all very happy and loving people who 
truly cared about every individual! 
All the nursing staff from the RNA's, 
Nurses and Wound Care were all very 
efficient and attentive and very caring. 
Each and everyone of them have big 
hearts and have a special touch for 
people like myself that stay there for 
rehab. They all cared so much about 
my well being and made sure each 
and everyone one of us was more than 
happy and taken care of. I can't thank 
everyone enough for the excellent 
customer service and commitment. 
This is why I had such a quick recovery 
at Legend Oaks!”

– Dixie Dabelgott

One resident’s story...

personnel, inc
riorityP

Skilled temporary & long-term employment opportunities. 
Light Industrial, Offi ce/Clerical, Technical, Professional and Retail.

Better People. Better Jobs. Better Period.
Apply with us today for great job opportunities!

512-392-2323
prioritypersonnel.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

APPLY 

ONLINE!
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Aug. 9
Presented by the San Marcos Performing 
arts association and San Marcos Parks and 
recreation department, the Summer in the 
Park concert series features free live music on 
thursdays at San Marcos Plaza Park.

SMPaa President rick bowen said organizers 
work to showcase local talent.

“and we have so much of it,” he said. “We 
try to get a wide variety, and we aren’t just 
interested in what’s going to bring the most 
people.”

now in its 26th year, the 2012 series included 
the u.S. air Force Jazz band, singer-
songwriter terri Hendrix and texas State 
university’s Mariachi nueva Generación. 
country artists two tons of Steel wrap up the 
series aug. 9.

Guests are encouraged to bring children, 
dogs on leashes, lawn chairs, blankets and 
picnics. 7:30–9:30 p.m. Free. San Marcos 
Plaza Park,  206 n. c.M. allen Parkway, San 
Marcos. 393-8400. www.smpaa.com
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two tons of Steel performs in the finale of the 
Summer in the Park concert series.

Summer in the Park concert series finale

Sponsored by

Find more or submit San Marcos, Buda and Kyle events at 
www.impactnews.com/sbk-calendar

For a full list of Central Texas events,  
visit www.impactnews.com

To have San Marcos, Buda and Kyle events included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the fourth 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

July
21 Challenger Games
outdoors and sports store cabela’s hosts its 
inaugural challenger Games, a fundraiser for 
competitors to test their knowledge of the 
outdoors. Proceeds benefit dell children’s 
Hospital. events for the four-person teams 
include an archery shoot, a hunting knowledge 
test, the video game “big Game,” washers, 
bean bag toss, deer scoring, rapid-fire 
shooting, duck call, fishing and duck pick.  
10 a.m.–4 p.m. $200 per team.  
15570 S. i-35. 295-1100. www.cabelas.com

22 Third Annual BabyFest
central texas Medical center hosts babyFest 
to help families prepare and become familiar 
with the services and products offered to 
mothers and infants. the event features tours of 
ctMc’s Women’s center, snacks, door prizes 
and booths that include boutiques, vaccine 
information and representatives from obstetrics 
and pediatrics. 1–4 p.m. Free. 1301 Wonder 
World drive, San Marcos. 353-8979.  
www.ctmc.org/careServices/Womenscenter/
babyFest.aspx

24 ‘Back to School’ Luncheon and 
Backpack Drive 
the kyle area chamber of commerce invites 
the community to help Hays ciSd children 
in need by donating a new backpack. 
Superintendent Jeremy lyon is the featured 
speaker. 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. $10 (members), 
$15 (nonmembers). blanco Vista elementary 
School, 2951 blanco Vista blvd., San Marcos. 
268-4220. www.kylechamber.org

29 12th Annual Candlelight Bowl
dream of Hopes ranch holds the 12th annual 
candlelight bowl event at Westgate lanes, 
2701 William cannon drive, austin. the buda 
nonprofit group works with special-needs 
children and adults. all event proceeds  
help complete the facility’s 3,063-square-foot 
work/social center. 1–4 p.m. $18 (adults),  
$12 (12 and younger). 791-0160.  
www.dreamofhopesranch.org 

August
18 Small Business Resource Summit
Hosted by the city of kyle department of 
economic development and the kyle area 

chamber of commerce, the event welcomes 
small-business owners and brings together 
representatives from austin community college, 
Pedernales electric cooperative, u.S. department 
of agriculture, u.S. Small business administration 
and many more. 1–4 p.m. $30. Historic city Hall, 
101 S. burleson St., kyle. 268-4220.  
www.kylechamber.org

 Worth the trip

Aug. 10–12 Marble Falls LakeFest 
the 21st annual boat race features more than 
100 drag boats racing on lake Marble Falls. 
the festival begins Friday as competitors  
spend all day in the water for test & tune. 
country singer Jason Sturgeon performs  
Friday evening at a free concert. Qualifying 
races run all day Saturday. race winners are 
awarded with more than $100,000 in prizes.  
no outside alcohol, pets, skateboards or 
umbrellas allowed. Gates open at 7 a.m.  
daily. $5 (Friday), $20 (Saturday–Sunday),  
$40 (three-day pass), $5 per day (children 
6–12), free (children younger than 6).  
307 buena Vista drive, Marble Falls. 800-759-
8178. www.marblefallslakefest.com

YOUR LOCAL ALL-STAR DEALER

KENTPOWERSPORTS.COM

5 Brent Blvd, 
Kyle, TX 78640
512-268-8609

TUES - SAT: 9AM - 6PM

• New & Pre-owned Vehicles
• Largest Selection of Parts &

Accessories in Central Texas
• Factory Trained Service Technicians
• Come test ride a bike today!
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city and county

Kyle

Kyle Police Department adds two 
motorcycle units to patrol fleet

Kyle Police Chief Jeff Barnett said the city’s motorcycle 
units will help the department respond quickly to traffic 
accidents and other situations, and will focus on traffic 
control in the city’s neighborhoods. 

Two Kyle police officers, three-year veteran David 
Saenz and four-year veteran Dago Pates, have been 
trained and certified as motor officers.

The Certified Motor Officers training is a two-week 
course designed to teach officers proper use of motor-
cycle units and tactics that are best suited for the units. 

In light of the city’s population surge—the Census 
Bureau figures showed an increase of more than 500 
percent from 2000–10—the police department began 
expanding last year. 

Barnett said the goal was to reach 36 officers, which 
would put the department at 1.28 officers per 1,000 
residents. That expansion also included the addition of a 
position for a warrant officer, filled by five-year veteran 
Zach Castilleja.

According to the department, the motorcycle units 
will work Monday–Saturday during daylight hours and 
will also be responsible for accident investigation and 
assisting with major crimes in progress until other units 
can arrive and secure a situation.

The units will also address complaints in residential 
neighborhoods, school zones, major highways and at 
other locations as needed to address safety concerns.

The units have also attended several community func-
tions to promote traffic and pedestrian safety. 

Compiled by Annie Drabicky

 Buda City Council
121 Main St. | 312-0084
www.ci.buda.tx.us

Meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Tuesday  
of each month

 Kyle City Council
100 W. center St. | 262-1010
www.cityofkyle.com

Meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Tuesday  
of each month

 San Marcos City Council
630 e. Hopkins St. | 393-8000
www.sanmarcostx.gov

Meets at 6 p.m. the first and third Tuesday  
of each month

 Hays County Commissioners Court
111 e. San antonio St., San Marcos | 393-7730 
www.co.hays.tx.us

Meets at 9 a.m. each Tuesday

For instant coverage of meetings, follow Community 
Impact Newspaper on twitter: @impactnews_sbk.

To watch live webcasts of meetings, tune in at:

Hays County
www.co.hays.tx.us/index.php/government/ 
comm-court/court-video/live-court-video

San Marcos
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us/cityhall/citycouncil

Kyle
www.ustream.tv/channel/kyle-city-council

Meetings
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The Kyle Police Department is leasing two Harley-Davidson police 
motorcycles for $390 per month. The initial lease is for 12 months 
with the option to renew at the same rate after that.

BUDA KYLE SAN MARCOS

$2,011,602 $2,033,684 $12,298,6872012 payments to date

Percent change

Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

The state comptroller’s office collects and distributes sales tax returns to cities and counties each 
month. That process takes about two months, so the amounts below represent sales made in May.

By the numbers

Net payment for May 2011 $1,423,824$299,448 $249,528

Net payment for May 2012 $277,090 $295,375 $1,544,964

-7.46% 18.37% 8.50%

Officers Dago Pates (left) and David Saenz have been trained as cer-
tified motor officers for the Kyle Police Department. The department 
added the two positions in mid-June.

Hays County

Final cost of government center  
$80 million less than estimate

Hays County Commissioners learned at their June 26 
session that the final cost of the Hays County Govern-
ment Center was $49,785,932. 

That figure was about $80 million below the project’s 
original estimate of $130 million. At the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the center’s grand opening in December, 
the building’s final cost had been estimated at $63.8 mil-
lion. Officials said savings came in the design/build phase 
with construction manager Balfour Beatty PLC.

The government center, 712 S. Stagecoach Trail, San 
Marcos, consolidated county offices that had been 
housed in several buildings in San Marcos.
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Kyle mass gathering permits 
may be revisited in August
By Brett Thorne 

The Kyle Safety and Emergency Services 
Committee is revising an ordinance that 
would require organizers of large gather-
ings to acquire a permit from the city before 
holding the event. 

Mayor Lucy Johnson said she had some 
concerns about the original version of the 
proposed ordinance. The City Council has 
tabled it, but the proposal is expected to 
come up at the group’s meeting in August. 

“My biggest concern was that it created a 
set of rather lengthy rules and regulations 
that for professional large-scale opera-
tions wouldn’t be burdensome to follow 
through on, but for small businesses, small 
vendors or nonprofits wanting to throw a 
large party, it would be overly burdensome 
for them to comply with a lot of the rules,” 
Johnson said. 

She cited church groups that organize 
community events and families who would 
like to hold large weddings on their prop-
erty as examples of those who might be 
unduly burdened by the rule. 

The original draft of the ordinance, sub-
mitted Jan. 24, would require inspections 
from the fire marshal, local emergency 

services and, at events that would serve 
food, the health inspector to ensure that the 
minimum safety and security standards are 
met. 

The proposal would also allow the city to 
establish and collect a fee for all inspections, 
though that fee has yet to be determined.

Kyle Fire Department Chief Glenn 
Whitaker, who also sits on the SESC, said 
the current draft of the proposal contains a 
provision that would allow venues such as 
Thunderhill Raceway and Lehman High 
School, which regularly host events, to 
obtain annual permits. 

Other exemptions include church events 
held on church property, governmental 
events held on property owned by a govern-
ment entity and any exceptions the council 
may allow.  

Kyle Police Chief Jeff Barnett, who acts 
as liaison between the City Council and the 
committee, said the SESC is also exploring 
how to balance the rights of private prop-
erty owners who might call his department 
with noise complaints with the rights of 
event attendees. 

“It’s a difficult process to find that harmony,” 
Barnett said. “I think we’re almost there.”

Barnett said the catalyst for the discus-
sion was an event at Thunderhill Raceway 
in late 2011. 

The event’s promoters served alcohol  at 
the event. Organizers were expecting about 
3,000 people to attend, many of whom were 
younger than 21. 

Barnett said the city was not even aware 
of the event until he received a phone 
call from the Texas Alcoholic Beverage  
Commission. 

He said the promoter, an event-planning 
company from California, did not estab-
lish adequate communication with the city 
about what services and safety plans would 

be in place during the event. 
The city’s proposed mass gathering ordi-

nance would require advance notice, plan-
ning for safety and sanitation, and will 
include a cancellation policy. 

“The biggest thing is that if we don’t 
know there [is] going to be a large group 
of people gathered where emergencies 
could, in fact, happen, then we’re unpre-
pared to respond to those,” Barnett said. 
“The city wants to take measures to be pre-
pared in advance to help take care of our 
visitors to Kyle.” 

Comment at impactnews.com

Kyle proposal

Buda San Marcos

Sources: Cities of Buda, Kyle and San Marcos

Number of people that constitutes a mass gathering: 500 or more, or 250 or 
more if 51 percent can be reasonably expected to be younger than 21 and it can 
be reasonably expected that alcoholic beverages might be sold or consumed at 
or near the gathering

Fee: City Council will establish a fee

Advance notice: 45 days 

When required: For events that people can be reasonably expected to attend for 
four or more hours or any event that will attract people between 10 p.m.–6 a.m.

Number: 1,000 or more people 

Fee: Varies depending on size  
and location of event

Advance notice: 60 days

Number: 250

Fee: $0

Advance notice: 30 days 
preferred 

Event/mass gathering permit requirements

=250
people

neWS

21195-B IH-35 North • Ste 201 • Kyle, TX 78640
512.268.0000 • www.kylept.com 

You have a choice when it comes 
to your treatment.

Reach. Your. Peak. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY &
SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER

Brent Blvd.

Kyle Pkwy.

35

Bunton Creek Rd.

Comprehensive, Local, Expert Podiatric Care for Adults and Children

www.ThePodiatryGroup.com

Medical and surgical treatments for disorders 
affecting the foot and ankle:

• Heel pain/plantar fasciitis
• Foot and ankle trauma
• Diabetic ulcers & wound care
• Achilles tendonitis
• Soft tissue masses/cysts
• Ankle Sprains

• Running injuries & 
Sports Medicine

• Ingrown toenails
• Bunions/Hammertoes
• Neuromas

Located in  
Hays Surgery Center

512-268-FOOT (3668)

Living in our Community, Serving our Community
Now accepting new clients

300

Jeff Henke, DPM

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2012 Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan, Alloy Pkg

$229mo 1

Absolutely ZERO down!

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect  � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $229,  � nal pymt / residual = $12,515. Based on 10k mi. / yr with 
$.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,177. Stk# Z6846. Expires 7/31/12.  2-Volvo - 36 mo. lease, $4,000 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). First 4 payments paid by Volvo, 32 monthly payments of $299 following. Final payment / residual 
= $19,588.05. MSRP $34,365. Includes $1,000 reb. to dlr. Stock# G6990.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 with Chrome exhaust tips, Convenience pkg. and Lighting pkg. based on MSRP $35,635. 
$2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. 1st payment paid by Audi. Purchase option at lease end for $18,887. 42 monthly payments of $369. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal 
negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease 
end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 7-31-12.  4-Porsche - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services 
with approved credit, $9,000 total due at lease inception, no security deposit required. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some 
� nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Panamera 4 - Stock# W8081 based on lease sale price $89,995. 36 monthly payments of $1,327, purchase option/residual 
at lease end $53,926. $350 disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 7-31-12.

2012 Volvo S60 T5, FWD

 $299mo 2

Volvo pays your � rst 4 payments!

2012 Porsche 
Panamera S Hybrid

 $1,379mo 4

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic

$369mo 3

Luxury has Progressed.
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Keeping Hays County Healthy

Seton Family of Doctors at Hays is bringing 
quality health care to our community.

Call today to make an appointment with one of our 
board-certified primary care physicians or specialists. 

Evening appointments are available.

5103 Kyle Center Drive 
Suites 103, 104 
Kyle, TX 78640
(512) 504-0855

1180 Seton Parkway 
Suite 150
Kyle, TX 78640
(512) 504-0865

1180 Seton Parkway 
Suite 220
Kyle, TX 78640
(512) 504-0866

Dermatology
Ammar Ahmed, MD
Dayna Diven, MD

Endocrinology
Mrinalini N. Kulkarni-Date, MD
Steven Taylor, MD
Marc E. Wenzel, MD

Family Practice
David Clampitt, MD
Kanaka Durga Govindaraju, MD

Infectious Disease
Chamalee Weeratunge, MD

Internal Medicine
Mousumi Chanda-Kim, MD
Elizabeth Goman, MD

Orthopedic Spine
Eeric Truumees, MD
Seton Spine & Scoliosis Center
(512) 324-3580

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Enrique B. Pena, MD
Seton Spine & Scoliosis Center
(512) 324-3580

Travel & Flight Medicine
Brent Sanderlin, DO

Hematology/Oncology
Boone Goodgame, MD
Alka Mallik, MD

Orthopedic & Sports Medicine
Christine M. Sheely, DO
Seton Orthopedic & Sports 
Medicine

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

Healthy Moms. Healthy Babies.
The women in our lives deserve the best in care. 

Our doctors are here for them.

Call today to make an appointment with one of our board-
certified physicians – offering a full spectrum of obstetrics 
and gynecology services.

1180 Seton Parkway • Suite 340 • Kyle, TX 78640 
Located next to Seton Medical Center Hays

(512) 504-0851

877-823-3415
1615 Redwood Road
San Marcos, TX 78666
Offi ce Hours: 
Monday–Friday 8 p.m.–4 p.m.
Saturday 10 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
www.lavistaonline.org

Wonder World Dr.
35

123

Redwood Rd.

La Vista is a Unique Affordable Retirement Community located just 1 mile 
from IH-35 and less than 1/4 mile from the medical center. We pride 
ourselves on providing residents with the serenity of country living.

La Vista Retirement Center  “A Sign to Senior Living”
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Tourism
Continued from | 1

•	 No	public	display	and	consumption	of	alcohol	in	
San Marcos city parks 

•	 No	alcohol	on	city-owned	dams,	spillways	and	
bridges 

•	 No	Styrofoam	and	Styrofoam-type	products	
in parks and the river, including coolers, ice 
chests, cups, plates, toys, floats, kickboards, 
rings or swim gear

•	 No	smoking	and	chewing	tobacco	in	play	areas	
and athletic fields 

•	 Securing	of	lids	and	covers	on	containers	in	the	
San Marcos River required

•	 No	all-terrain	vehicles	in	city	park	areas	that	
are not improved roadways 

•	 No	spear	guns	in	the	San	Marcos	River	without	
a permit 

•	 Increase	the	minimum	fines	for	littering	to	
$250 in river and parks

The new rules will allow park visitors to con-
sume alcohol within a special event-designated 
contract area of a rented park pavilion, park 
facility or picnic tables or during water activities in 
the river. Alcohol will not be prohibited in the San 
Marcos River, a state waterway.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

San Marcos River

San Marcos River    Rules

Guadalupe & Comal Rivers   Rules

35

San Marcos River 

San 
Marcos

Hunter R
d.

82

Map not to scale

Map not to scale

Guadalupe River 

Comal River 

35

46

337

New 
Braunfels

Effective Jan. 1, 2013

New park rules for San Marcos

In the park

In the river

New park rules for New Braunfels
Currently in effect

•	 No glass
•	 No Styrofoam
•	 No plastic containers 5 ounces or less
•	 No littering 
•	 No jumping from bridges, dams, trees or cliffs

•	 No	glass
•	 No	Styrofoam
•	 No	plastic	containers	5	ounces	or	less
•	 No	littering	
•	 No	jumping	from	bridges,	dams,	trees	or	cliffs
•	 No	disposable	containers
•	 	Limits	on	cooler	size/one	cooler	per	person	 

(16 quart maximum)
•	 Locking	mechanism	required	on	coolers
•	 Noise	devices	may	not	be	audible	beyond	50	feet
•	 No	volume	drinking	devices

Inflatable flotation devices (Comal River only)
•	 Limited	to	two	per	person 
•	 	Round	inflatable	flotation	devices	shall	not	exceed		

5 feet in diameter
•	 	If	rectangular	or	another	shape,	no	side	can	

exceed 5 feet in length

Above 
Gruene bridge

Below 
Gruene bridge

Gruene bridge

in sales tax revenue compared with the 
amount it received in 2011. (See Page 10.)

City officials said that whether the ebb and 
flow of sales tax returns can be attributed to 
tourism or just to the general dynamics of a 
local economy can be difficult to determine.

“To say [an increase in sales tax returns] is 
specifically from tourism is hard to say. We 
are trying to get more specific info from the 
state comptroller’s office,” said Steve Parker, 
director of finance for the City of San Marcos. 

Ban on disposable containers
Parker said some increase in tourists to San 

Marcos this summer may also be related to 
the ban on disposable containers in the rivers 
in New Braunfels.

“A lot of retailers in the New Braunfels area 
are down,” he said. 

In August 2011, the City of New Braunfels 
banned all disposable containers from enter-
ing the river, including beer cans, water bot-
tles and resealable plastic bags. River outfit-
ters in San Marcos have taken notice. 

“I know that there is some overflow from 
there,” said Rocko Moses, owner of Texas 
State Tubes. “The uncertainties of what you 
can do and what you can’t do is driving peo-
ple away from New Braunfels. We’ve experi-
enced a big surge.”

Parks rules similar to those in New 
Braunfels will take effect in Jan. 1, 2013, in 
San Marcos, though in San Marcos, the ban 
will be more strict.

While alcoholic beverages may still be con-
sumed in city parks and brought onto the riv-
ers in New Braunfels—so long as they are in 
reusable containers—in San Marcos, alcohol 
will be prohibited in the parks as well as on 
city-owned dams, spillways and bridges.

Cities cannot explicitly ban alcohol on the 
rivers because they are state-owned water-
ways. 

Challenges of tourism
Judy Young, director of the Convention 

and Visitors Bureau with the New Braunfels 
Chamber of Commerce, said the ban on dis-
posable containers changes the way visitors 
interact with the river. 

“It’s kind of a market shift,” Young said. 
“From a public relations perspective, it’s 
really hard to say that you’re OK with litter.”

Litter, along with parking and safety issues, 
is one of the challenges out-of-town visitors 
bring to a city. 

Dianne Wassenich, executive director of 
the San Marcos River Foundation, said in an 
email that the group is happy with the new 
rules in San Marcos. 

“[The rules address] issues that have been 
building for many years in San Marcos, espe-
cially since Rio Vista Falls was created,” Was-
senich wrote.

She said that around Rio Vista, the river-
banks suffer from serious erosion problems, 
which causes runoff to more quickly enter 
the river.

Runoff combined with what Wassenich 
described as a major litter issue results in 
trash finding its way from park lawns into the 
river and downstream.

“No one really is able to pick up all the 
plastic bits and debris that covers just about 
every square inch of the ground,” she said. 
“Those bits will wash into the river, and fish 
and birds and turtles will eat them and die.”

Wassenich emphasized that the litter is not 
only the result of tourists visiting the parks 
and river. She cited the amount of trash she 
observed after the July 4 fireworks display in 
the parks—an event generally attended by 
more residents than guests.

According to the City of New Braunfels, 
litter collection decreased 70 percent in 
June compared with June 2011, and in May 
it was down 96 percent. Almost 25,000 gal-
lons of litter were collected in May 2011 
compared with slightly more than 1,000 
gallons in May 2012.

According to retailers and outfitters, visi-
tor traffic has decreased considerably in New 
Braunfels. 

“It’s worse than last year. I just went to a 
meeting, and Schlitterbahn is down, too,” 
said Dena Felger, co-owner of Felger’s Tubes 
in New Braunfels.

Felger’s Tubes is on the Comal River, which 
has seen one other immediate effect of the 
ban. 

“It is cleaner that’s for sure,” Felger said. 

Sources: Cities of New Braunfels, San Marcos

• Challenging College Preparatory Curriculum
• Nurturing Christian Environment

• Small Class Sizes, Grades 7-12
• Fine Arts and Athletic Opportunities for All Ages and Skill Levels

• Transportation Available for Kyle & Buda students

SAN MARCOS ACADEMY
There is nothing old-fashioned about values at

Contact us at 512.753.8000 • www.smabears.orgA Tradition of Excellence Since 1907
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Permitting and other building-related 
activities have been steadily increasing, 
Sparks said.

“Kind of the telltale sign is, we’re see-
ing more activity in what’s called entitle-
ments—platting and subdivision—cutting 
up the land into lots,” he said. “There’s been 
a significant increase in that activity, which 
means that, from a market perspective, it 
means the builders are saying, ‘We think 
things are looking up, and that’s why we 
think we need to take down more lots.’”

U.S. Census Bureau statistics show 
that, nationwide, both building permits 
and housing starts increased in May 2012 
when compared with May 2011. Region-
ally, housing completions in May 2012 
increased 22.3 percent over completions in 
May 2011, according to the bureau.

Sparks said that by landing large employ-
ers first, Buda had sort of violated a devel-
opment adage, “retail follows rooftops.”

“It’s one of the things that a lot of people 
don’t realize, how many employers there 
are in Buda,” he said. “Now the rooftops are 
really catching up, and I think we’re going 
to start seeing a significant increase in the 
amount of retail activity.”

Silverado Crossing
Buda’s first apartment complex will be 

constructed on 18 acres just south of the 
post office and behind outdoors and sports 

store Cabela’s. The $24 million project will 
offer 300 units, ranging from 625–1,250 
square feet.

“When you start seeing stuff like that 
pop up, it just kind of means the city is 
reaching a growth point,” Sparks said. “We 
have employers here that have employees 
that can support a multifamily project like 
that.”

Goll said some people in the community  
have expressed uncertainty about the proj-
ect.

“I think there was a general sense that we 
were building 300 units to bring 300 peo-
ple from Austin to Buda,” he said. “We’re 
building this for Buda. There may be some 
people that move there, maybe people 
from San Marcos, but we are building, for 
the most part, for Buda residents to live 
there.”

He said the small-town feel of the city 
was a huge draw for the company when 
deciding where to build.

“Buda is beautiful, it’s well-located, [and] 
it deserves this type of project,” he said. 
“You know, if you graduate high school 
in Buda, where do you go? You go to Aus-
tin. You don’t stay in Buda. If you want 
to keep Buda’s population in Buda, they 
need somewhere other than single-family 
homes. You’re not going to graduate high 
school and then go buy a house.”

Housing options
For many reasons, attracting a variety 

of housing options is something the City 

Housing
Continued from | 1

of Kyle is also actively seeking, Director of 
Planning Sofia Nelson said.

“[It’s] Not just to have more multifam-
ily and to be able to attract people of all  
housing incomes to our community, but 
also to be able to retain those people that 
we do have as they move through their 
life cycle and their housing needs change,”  
Nelson said. 

Nelson said senior housing is an area 
where the city most recently began seeing 
growth. The Overlook at Plum Creek broke 
ground June 5 on its facility for residents 
55 and older. The project is expected to be For an extended version, visit impactnews.com

Work continues on the 300-unit Silverado Crossing apartment complex in Buda. Developers say they 
expect to complete the project by January. 
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completed by May. 
Nelson also cited the city’s desire to 

attract more developers and builders of 
combination live-work housing options, 
townhomes and condominiums. 

“As developers meet with us in pre-
development meetings, we do always indi-
cate where we’re at in terms of our housing 
product now and how we’d like to diversify 
that,” she said. “It’s really all types [of hous-
ing] and not just saying that we want to see 
I-35–style multifamily [complexes].”

35

Cabela’s Dr.

Old San Antonio 
Rd

.

Main St.

Buda

Silverado Crossing

Excellence in Leadership Gala
Friday, August 17, 2012 • 6:30 p.m. 
Austin, TX  | Four Seasons Hotel | Black Tie  

Honoring 

Reid Ryan
Round Rock Express 
Founder and CEO

For additional information on the Gala, 
to purchase tickets or learn about sponsorship opportunities 

please call Heidi Doering at 512.313.4110 
or visit www.concordia.edu/EIL

Family Owned & Operated for 30 Years!

• A Certifi edFirst™ 
   Repair Shop
• Free Estimates
• Wheel Alignments      
  & Brakes

Ernie’s Paint and Body Shop Inc.

We Do Boats Too!
1608 IH-35 South San Marcos, TX 78666
512-396-8972      www.ernies.us

Environmentally Friendly Waterborne Paint

Provident Memory Care
645 FM 967
Buda, TX 78610
www.providentmemory.com

• Dementia Residents Only
• 22 Private Rooms with 

1/2 Baths
• Medium-Sized Residence
• Nursing Supervision

• Activities 10 Hours Daily
• 24 Hour Supervised Care
• Medication Management
• Secure Residence & Courtyard
• Call to Schedule a Tour

Main St.

967 35

 Certif ied Alzheimer’s Assisted Living 
For Y our Loved Ones

New Ownership & Name

Provident’s certifi ed Alzheimer’s assisted living homes are 
specifi cally designed to meet the needs of our dementia 

residents. Individual Care Plans are created for each resident 
based on their abilities, needs, likes, dislikes, and preferences.

(Formerly Arveda Alzheimer’s Family Care)

Buda

512-295-5600
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Steve Sexton
Circuit of The Americas president

coFFee WitH iMPact

By Joe Lanane

Circuit of The Americas President Steve Sexton said the facility will be ready for the F1 race on Nov. 18.
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From horses to horsepower—how did that 
happen?

I’ve spent some 25-plus years in the 
horse racing industry, and if you looked 
across my resume, you’ll see I’ve changed 
probably every five to seven years just 
because I like to take on new challenges. 
... So, I was very intrigued by the [Circuit 
of The Americas] project. It’s definitely a 
challenge, but it’s also fun because you get 
to start from scratch. You’re not inheriting 
anyone else’s team, style, conditions, poli-
cies. You see it from the start, you build 
the whole thing, and you put the right 
people in place to help do that.

What will be the impact, you think, on the 
overall Austin metropolitan area?

Well, the economic impact study that 
was commissioned by the local organizing 
committee is in the $400 million range 
just for the Formula One event itself. ... The 
economic impact should be community-
wide in terms of hotel spending, restaurant 
spending, airport, rental car and aware-
ness. ... That hopefully is going to help 
grow the entire marketplace in terms of 
awareness and positive image—not that 
there isn’t one already. We just think we’re 
going to add to it.

How are things going so far? Are things 
moving along as anticipated?

In 2012, things are moving along very 

Austin is not known as a racing destination—not yet, anyway.
Steve Sexton, president of the new Circuit of The Americas facility, seeks to change 

that when the new racetrack hosts the internationally popular Formula One circuit 
Nov. 18. Construction on the southeastern Travis County racetrack is still under way 
but is expected to be complete in time for the inaugural race.

In the meantime, Sexton and his staff are working to ensure Austin is ready to host 
tens of thousands of new visitors. Fortunately for Sexton, he has experience in crowd 
management, having previously served as president of Churchill Downs, site of the 
Kentucky Derby. The longtime horse racing executive said many parallels can be drawn 
between the Kentucky Derby and the upcoming F1 race in Austin.

fast. We’re extremely busy because there’s 
a lot of details, as you can imagine. In 
2011, we had a couple hurdles we had to 
jump over. So, if you asked in 2011, I’d say 
hectic. Today I wouldn’t say hectic—I’d 
say busy. 

Do you have any advice for the enthusiast 
on buying general admission tickets?

From a general admission perspective, 
the track is designed so we can erect tem-
porary seating based on demand around 
the entire circle. We can put temporary 
seating wherever customers want to buy, 
and that’s what we’re seeing right now—
where people want to buy what, so we’re 
planning and erecting the seating accord-
ingly. Where the seating doesn’t exist, our 
grass berms are sloped down facing the 
track so you can go sit down on Bermuda 
[grass], and you get to enjoy the spectacle.

Talk about what Austin is doing to prepare 
for all the people.

Well, I’ll start out by saying the city and 
county have been great. They’re getting, as 
we move along, an understanding of how 
large this event actually will be. ... We’re 
adding a road before this fall that goes 
north out of the site. Can we use more 
roads in that area? Of course. Any time 
you have a very large-scale event, you 
need as much infrastructure as you can 
use and accommodate, so in the future 

we’re hopeful that it grows to accelerate 
and assist the [access] to the site. 

Talk to us about the ‘average Joe.’ What 
does that experience look like?

That’s a really good point, because I’ve 
heard some people refer to the Formula 
One crowd as the ‘champagne crowd.’ Not 
true. Sure, there’s a level of clientele just 
like there is at the Kentucky Derby … but 
that’s 5 percent or less of the actual crowd 
that attends. The core crowd that goes to a 
Formula One event is well-behaved, there 
for a good time, having beers, having 
drinks, eating food, enjoying the experi-
ence, and that’s what we expect. 

What kind of people are in that 5 percent?
It’s a blend of celebrities who are into or 

want to watch the sport, business own-
ers, people who are extremely avid fans 
who will pay $5,000 for a three-day ticket 
for the weekend—because they want to 
be seen. It’s the first and second row at a 
[Dallas] Mavericks game—it’s that type of 
crowd, some of which are really into the 
sport and some of which just want to be 
seen with that level of crowd. 

If you don’t hit your projections the first 
year, what happens?

The project is built for Formula One to 
be the signature race because that’s what 
has the awareness and that’s what has the 

appeal. It just has the media and public 
recognition, but in reality, the project is a 
lot more than that. It’s four to five major 
motorsports events, the amphitheater with 
year-round usage for product launches, 
driving schools. That said … [ticket] sales 
have been extremely positive. ... I would 
share with you we have a 10-year Formula 
One contract. Other agreements we’re 
talking about are multiple years—some 
that long and some a little bit shorter, so 
we’re in this for the long haul, and it is an 
investment. 

What was the thought behind building the 
amphitheater?

Our ownership at the time looked at 
[the main entrance] and said, ‘Why aren’t 
we using the space right here? We could 
do something with it and create a great 
entrance.’ I don’t know who at the time—I 
wasn’t on the team yet—said, ‘Why don’t 
we create an amphitheater?’ ... We cut an 
amphitheater down below. It literally backs 
up to the track that runs behind it. And we 
think, not only because Austin is ‘The Live 
Music Capital of the World,’ that there’s a 
marketplace for certain sizes of shows and 
an outdoor amphitheater in this market. 
We’ve got a couple partners we’ll soon be 
announcing [who] are going to help pro-
mote that and make that a reality.

For the full interview, visit impactnews.com
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OFFERING SCHOOL APPROVED 
SPORTS PHYSICALS

Walk-in Visits: July 26th, August 2nd & 9th Only

     n 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Mouth Guards in School Colors Available!

CommuniCare Health Centers - Kyle
2810 Dacy Lane l  Kyle, TX l 78640

(512) 268-8900
                                   

                                                   
                                                                                                       4al l4l i fe .org

                                                                                                     

$45  

     
 Pediatrics l Family Medicine l Dental l Behavioral Health 

Ad for Community Impact - June 2012:

Take all your core 
classes in one building!

Parking, Parking & more Parking!
did we mention the Parking?

Awesome views from 
the 9th f loor library!

Your campus.
ACC Pinnacle

 Your neighborhood!

Free tutoring @ 
the Learning Lab!

ACC PinnacleACC Pinnacle

Decked out 
computer 
center!

World famous 
student Life 

popcorn machine!

       Cool electric car  
 charging station

Friendliest 
Admissions staff 
on the planet!

Get the basics to earn a bachelor’s, or complete an ACC degree or 
certifi cate at the Pinnacle Campus.  Just o�  Highway 290 past the “Y” 
in South Austin, it’s your convenient and a� ordable choice for college.

Fall classes start August 27. Apply today.

go.austincc.edu/pin
Austin Community College
“Pinnacle”
Community Impact:SM/Kyle/Buda
4.9167x6.04 CMYK
Runs July 13

Offering a variety of services 
designed to provide comprehensive 

rehabilitation & skilled nursing 
for our residents.

Our staff & physicians work together to 
create an individualized treatment plan to 

maximize the success and progress 
of each resident.

512-805-5000 | www.regentcare.biz
1351 Sadler Drive | San Marcos 78666

Specializing in:
• IV & Trach Care Services
• Rehabilitation 

Services - Fully Equipped Therapy Gyms
• Private, Semi-Private rooms & Suites
• All medicare patients receive a private room
• Admissions 7 Days A week

Regent Care Center 
35
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Medical Center

Staples Rd.

Wonder World Dr.

232
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Palmer’s Restaurant
Owners offer fresh outlook, menu at San Marcos eatery

By Brett Thorne

P almer’s Restaurant sits shaded by 
a grove of trees on the edge of the 
historic district in San Marcos. The 

building was built in the 1920s, and the 
restaurant has been open since 1978.

When Monte and Kristin Sheffield took 
over the restaurant in 2010, they were 
faced with the dilemma of whether to 
close it for a complete overhaul or con-
tinue on its course. 

It was then that the two made a deci-
sion that has come to define their business 
philosophy. 

“Instead of buying the building and 
shutting down for months and months of 
renovations and then rehiring the staff, 
we decided to make it a turnkey operation 
because of the foundation that Palmer’s 
has had going back to 1978,” Monte Shef-
field said. 

Keeping the local community strong 
and the history intact has become a sort of 
mantra that guides many of the decisions 
the Sheffields make, as is evident in the 
ingredients the restaurant uses in its dishes. 

“Local outsourcing is extremely impor-
tant to us,” he said. “We do our best to buy 
as local as possible.”

The pecans on the spicy pecan-crusted 
salmon come from Seguin, while the cof-
fee in the chocolate chip bread pudding is 
from Austin, and the eggs in the Honcho 
Frittata are from Lockhart and other 
Texas farms. 

From the draft beers to the honey 
accompanying the toast at brunch, Texas-
based products can be found all over the 
menu. 

“It seems kind of crazy when we’re 
trucking and flying [in] food from across 
the country when you could get it right 
here in your area,” he said. “But the main 
thing is that we’re taking care of a local 
family and keeping that money here in  
our community.” 

Sheffield said his greatest passion has 
been bringing a variety of culinary cre-
ations to the Hill Country. 

He began his culinary career in New 
Orleans and creates most of the restau-
rant’s signature dishes himself. 

That influence is clear in the restaurant’s 
seafood offerings, such as fresh oysters 
on a half shell, as well as the high priority 
given to brunch. 

“San Marcos was in need of a face-lift 
when it comes to a good brunch establish-
ment, and the Palmer’s courtyard just 
exudes that feel,” he said. “That courtyard, 
I think, even rivals the courtyards in New 
Orleans.”

Operations Manager Ava Sargent has 
been with the restaurant four years and 
experienced the transition of ownership 
firsthand. 

“Monte and Kristin are definitely bring-
ing a very fresh outlook to our traditional 
style of service that we’ve done,” she said. 
“Monte is doing a lot of things to open us 
up to events, catering and dining that we 
were a little too pricey on before.”

Sargent said that “fresh outlook” has 
not undone any of the restaurant’s 34-year 
history. 

“I always tell all of our new servers, it 
seems like silly information, but we have 
people who come here once a year because 
this is where they got married or this is 
where they had their reception,” she said. 
“This place holds a lot of memories for a 
lot of people.”

The restaurant is preparing for its 
third year competing in the Hays County 
United Way’s Boot Scootin’ Foodie 
Awards, where it has won the Best Restau-
rant and Best Margarita awards the past 
two years. 

“We’re just trying to exceed the expecta-
tions of every diner that could possibly be 
seated at a table,” Sheffield said. “That’s 
part of our business, exceeding those 
expectations.” W. H
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Monte and Kristin Sheffield took over ownership of Palmer’s Restaurant in San Marcos in 2010. Monte 
Sheffield began his culinary career in New Orleans and says he brings some of that influence to his menu.

Palmer’s Restaurant
218 Moore St., San Marcos
353-3500
www.palmerstexas.com
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 Bone-in pork chops, $17
the pork chops are brined, grilled and 
covered in a spicy honey-habañero glaze. 
they are served with mashed potatoes and 
jalapeño creamed corn. 

 Tenderloin salad, $15
Mixed field greens, roasted pecans, green 
beans and melon are tossed in a balsamic 
vinaigrette and topped with grilled 
tenderloin medallions, feta cheese and 
fried onions. Served at right with a Palmer's 
version of a mai tai.

impactnews.com
Check out the all-new

Plus, it’s never been 
easier to stay connected 
and share the news with 

your social network. 

   Easily browse or search news articles from your community or across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community news and information.

   Learn about upcoming events with the community calendar.

   Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or participating in online polls.
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Windwalker 
Primitive 
Weapons 
Repair, restoration shop 
showcases history of arms
By Annie Drabicky

S tepping in to Windwalker Primitive 
Weapons in Buda is a bit like step-
ping back in time—if time since the 

early 1800s had been compressed into one 
400-square-foot shop.

The walls, shelves, countertops and 
nearly every available space showcase 
guns, knives, arrowheads and more.

Gunsmith and owner David Stewart runs 
the place as a repair and restoration shop, as 
well as a kind of museum. He specializes in 
black powder firearms, but he also creates 
bows and arrows and custom leather items 
such as knife sheaths and belts. 

Stewart said he has lost count but 
estimates he has about two dozen origi-
nal weapons, including a “monkey gun,” 
created around 1900 and sold to Thailand 
and India to shoot monkeys away from 
religious idols. 

He said many of his items have come 
from people cleaning out their grandfa-
thers’ attics or storage spaces. He said he 
always welcomes donations of guns, photos 
and other historical treasures. 
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 A partial chuck wagon replica covers one wall inside Windwalker Primitive Weapons 
in Buda. Owner David Stewart (right) is working on two similar installations at nearby 
Chavelo’s Mexican Restaurant. The wagon features items such as an early 1900s-era 
shaving kit (top left).

Windwalker Primitive Weapons
320 N. Main St., Buda
295-2110

 Replicas of 1800s-era .45- and .50-caliber percussion pistols are among the 
items at Windwalker Primitive Weapons in Buda. One wall holds Alamo-related 

flags, guns and what owner David Stewart described as an “Alamo Bowie knife” 
(below right). Stewart also creates replica weapons for re-enactors (below center).
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Market Data Buda, Kyle and San Marcos 

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

San Marcos Kyle Buda San Marcos Kyle Buda

Less than $100,000 5 18 7 73 116 60

$100,000–$149,900 20 78 22 88 60 37

$150,000–$199,900 19 59 50 108 92 65

$200,000–$299,900 25 19 43 139 88 106

$300,000–$399,900 17 3 12 145 123 99

$400,000–$499,900 6 2 13 247 106 86

$500,000–$749,900 7 0 9 222 0 123

$750,000–$999,900 2 0 1 245 0 319

$1 million + 0 0 1 0 0 9

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

San Marcos Kyle Buda San Marcos Kyle Buda

June 2012 31 63 21 $158,922 $140,784 $196,677

June 2011 32 44 28 $165,456 $140,602 $191,081

May 2012 21 56 29 $165,916 $140,736 $185,903

April 2012 18 37 28 $202,583 $130,557 $183,477

March 2012 14 32 19 $196,307 $141,835 $204,031

February 2012 16 29 13 $163,918 $123,891 $198,141

January 2012 13 31 15 $161,153 $116,717 $173,073

December 2011 10 34 40 $154,425 $118,173 $171,162

November 2011 11 26 23 $131,768 $128,211 $199,732

On the market  (June 1–30) Monthly home sales (November 2011–June 2012)

real eState

Hometown Kyle
Kyle–78640 

Build-out year: not built out

Builders: ryland Homes, Pulte Homes

Square footage: 1,264–3,992

Home values: $155,000–249,000

HOA dues (estimated): $330 annually

Amenities: two basketball courts, multiple 
hike and bike trails, pavilion, two toddler 
playscapes, tennis courts, three parks, three-
car garage available

Nearby attractions:  H-e-b Plus, thunderhill 
raceway, Hays ciSd Performing arts center, 
texas old town, Plum creek Golf course, 
Seton Hospital, Five Mile dam recreational area

Property taxes:  
city of kyle 0.4845
Hays ciSd 1.4613
Hays county 0.4251
road 0.0440
Hays county eSd no. 5 0.1000
austin community college 0.0948
Total (per $100 value)  2.6097

Schools:

•  Kyle Elementary School

• Wallace Middle School

• Lehman High School

184 Coneflower Drive $170,000
4 bedroom / 3 bath  2,508 sq. ft.
agent: Jason tarr 879-1616

233 Camelia Parkway $184,900 
4 bedroom / 3 bath 2,704 sq. ft.
agent: billy koonce 947-6140

239 Hometown Parkway $175,500
4 bedroom / 2 bath  3,222 sq. ft. 
agent: knolly Williams 206-0060

436 Bottle Brush Drive $169,900
3 bedroom / 2 bath  1,443 sq. ft.
agent: Jason tarr 879-1616

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

14 12 79

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

33 1,465/3,266 $129,800/$223,362

On the market  (As of June 30, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (July 1, 2011–June 30, 2012)Data compiled by 
Margaret Morris Ennis

Randall Morris & Associates
787-0333

me@margaretennis.com

105 Via Toscana Buda, TX
$169,000

685 Little Bear Buda, TX
$459,900

Star Tex Real Estate 251 N FM 1626 #2A, Buda, TX 78610
512-312-1150 • www.StarTexRealEstate.com

Residential • Commercial
List or buy a home with us.... we will donate 

10% of the sales commission to local non-profi ts

Giving Back to the Communities Where We Live, 
Work and Love
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CONVENIENT ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE AT: www.foxspizzadentexas.com
($10.00 Minimum order for delivery. Limited delivery area. Delivery fee may apply.)
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Serving Kyle & Buda!
147 Elmhurst Dr., 
Kyle, TX. 78640, 
(512) 268-3697

Serving New Braunfels 
& Gruene!
1551 N. Walnut Ave., 
New Braunfels, TX. 78130, 
(830) 627-3697

TAKE-OUT  •  DELIVERY  •  DINE IN  •  CATERING  
Store Hours:  Sun–Thurs: 11am to 10pm, Fri & Sat: 11am to 11pm

Coupon must be present. *Additional discount valid for 1st time online customer only. Offer good for 
equal or lessor value. Not valid with any other offer or special.  Expires: 8/16/2012

Coupon must be present. *Additional discount valid for 1st time online customer only. Offer 
good for equal or lessor value. Not valid with any other offer or special.  

Expires: 8/16/2012

BIG DADDY
(24X12) 21 SLICE

2 TOPPING 
PIZZA

$17.99

Additional 20% available to  rst time online customers!

FREE 

SMALL 
1 TOPPING PIZZA 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

203 Railroad St., #3C 
Buda, TX 78610 
T: (512) 295-4443
www.budahealth.com

Dr. Jeffrey Clark

BUDA HEALTH CENTER
Suite #3C

DOWNTOWN
BUDA, TEXAS

Buda Health Center is a chiropractic and 
sports injury clinic located in downtown 
Buda. We fi rmly believe in the concept that 
a body in motion stays in motion. Whether 
you are a world class athlete, a weekend 
warrior, or working hard on the job and in 
the home, we want to help you regain your 
optimal level of performance! 

FREE EXAM
Coupon must be present. Not valid with any other 

offer or special. Coupon not valid for Medicare, 

Medicaid, or Federal BlueCross patients. 

Expires August 16, 2012.

Serving All Of Central Texas

Moving Services Include:
• Customized Moves • Packing Services 

• Long Distance Moves • Deluxe Service Moves 
• Piano Moves • Loading & Unloading of Rental Trucks

537-8549

Our Expert Team Can Handle Any Job...On Time & On Budget!

f

ces
Moves 

10% Off 
Labor Charges

2260 IH-35 South, Ste. 203 
San Marcos, TX 78666

 www.littleguys.com • 537-8549

Our Expert Team Can Handle Any Job...On Time & On Budget!

Specializing In Local, Long Distance, 
Residential & Commercial Moves.

Please mention coupon upon booking. 
Not valid with any other offer or special. 

COUPON Expires August 16th, 2012



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


