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PCDC making waves with 
big deals, aggressiveness

Corridor’s success story means residents, motorists continue seeing increased congestion
One development leads to another on University
IKEA in Round Rock helped establish University Boulevard as an economic corridor. The area has been appealing to retailers and medical establishments alike.

By Scott Thomas
Kevin Kaplan said he moved into his house 

in the Teravista subdivision in 2003 and 
remembers feeling removed from the city.

“There were no lights from the highway,” 
said Kaplan, a financial adviser. “It really felt 
like we were in the country.”

At the time the main thoroughfare connect-
ing Teravista to I-35, as well as the rest of north-
east Round Rock, was Chandler Road. Kaplan 
said there was very little along the road except 
for houses, open space and undeveloped lots.

Kaplan said he knew development was 
coming, but few could have guessed the scope 
and diversity of projects that would spring 
up around his neighborhood in the coming 
decade. Now Chandler Road is renamed as 
University Boulevard for the higher educa-
tion campuses that sit along it. The area fea-
tures major retailers, such as IKEA and the 

Round Rock Premium Outlets, two hospitals 
as well as campuses for three institutions of 
higher education.

However, with the new development has 
come increased traffic and congestion.

“I have neighbors who have moved out of 
Teravista because it’s become too central, too 
congested,” Kaplan said. “Teravista was in the 
right place at the right time. … The rooftops 
are there, and [businesses] want to provide 
services to people.”

With no signs of economic growth slowing 
the city and state are both planning road proj-
ects in the area to ease congestion and keep 
industry moving.

Building up University Boulevard
Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw said the 

city was looking to develop Chandler Road 
when he first joined City Council in 2001.

By David Barer
Pflugerville was in need of 

commerce as well as tax relief 
when former Councilman Ron 
Beyer took his place on the 
inaugural board of the Pfluger-
ville Community Development 
Corp. in 2001.

“There was not a cotton-pick-
ing thing in Pflugerville,” Beyer 
said. “It was kind of a bedroom 
community to Austin. Almost 
everybody every day got up and 
drove to Austin to work.”

Beyer and others on City 

Council spearheaded the creation 
of the PCDC, and Pflugerville vot-
ers approved a ballot measure in 
2001—260 votes in favor to 120 
votes against—to allot a half cent 
of sales tax for the development 
corporation’s use.

The PCDC has made waves 
in recent years with its gung-ho 
style of economic development, 
which has included attracting 
businesses from nearby cities 
such as Austin and Round Rock 
with the promise of cash and   

“I believe it was probably the only unde-
veloped interstate intersection in town at the 
time,” he said.

But it was not until the Texas Legislature 
approved tuition revenue bonds to build a 
joint Texas State University and Austin Com-
munity College campus in 2003 that develop-
ment really started to progress. In October 
2004, Simon Property Group announced its 
intention to build the Round Rock Premium 
Outlets just north of the road near I-35, and 
in August 2005 IKEA announced its plans 
to build a 252,000-square-foot facility at the 
intersection of Chandler Road and I-35. In 
that same month the Round Rock Higher 
Education Center opened its doors.

“That was an unusual way for an area to 
be developed,” McGraw said. “It would usu-
ally start at one end and continue down. But 
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Sources: City of Pflugerville, Pflugerville Community Development Corp.

Pflugerville officials said they have worked to increase commercial enterprises in the city in an effort to lower the 
property tax rate, which was the highest in the Central Texas  region in the early 2000s.
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St. David’s Emergency Network

Minor to Major.

From broken bones to strokes or flu-like symptoms 

to respiratory issues, the St. David’s Emergency  

Network provides high quality emergency medical 

care for your entire family. The latest life-saving 

technology, board-certified ER physicians and  

24/7 comprehensive emergency care. No matter 

where you are in Central Texas, there’s a  

location near you.

To find the facility nearest you, visit StDavids.com/protect

Urgent Care Facilities

Emergency Centers

Outpatient Surgery Centers

14-SDM-1382 Community Impact ER Ad_103.1.indd   1 12/1/14   4:35 PM
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WOOD • LAMINATE 
CARPET • TILE

12444 Research Blvd. #103
Austin, TX 78759

512-650-8887

2150 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78664

(512) 248 - 8838

1468 Whitestone Blvd
Cedar Park, TX 78613

(512) 260 - 4100

Beauty, elegance and simplicity starts here.

WE’LL BEAT 
YOUR BEST 

PRICE BY $250. 

Any legitimate competitors pricing, 
on the same material.

Expires 3/6/2015

HUGE LAMINATE SALE 
STARTING AT $0.89

arborfloorsdirect.com
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R E A L  P AT I E N T S .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

I didn’t know it 
was a heart attack. 
Baylor Scott
& White did. 

‘‘
’’

Cholesterol: normal. Blood pressure: normal. EKG: normal. Yet Dianne Johnson was in the ER with severe chest pain. 
“It felt like an earthquake deep inside,” she says. Her left descending artery – the “widow maker” – was clogged. Specialists 
at her local Baylor Scott & White Medical Center performed an angiogram to detect the problem, and then put in a 
stent. “I can’t say enough about the staff. Everyone was phenomenal,” she says. Now Dianne’s favorite activities, like 
cooking and dancing, are even more fun: “Chop a little bit, dance a little bit, stir a little bit – and I’m happy,” she says.

For more information on heart and vascular care services or for a physician referral,  
visit us online at sw.org.

Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers, 

Baylor Health Care System, Scott & White Healthcare or Baylor Scott & White Health. Not all services available at all locations. ©2015 Baylor Scott & White Health. SWCARDIO_4_2015_KD
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“I love Community 
Impact Newspaper!”

That’s something I 
hear quite a bit when I’m 
talking with members of 
our community. People 
love our in-depth report-
ing, detailed graphics 
and features on local 
businesses and people. 
But what I hear most of 
all is that people love our 
Impacts section featuring 

businesses opening, coming soon and more.
It’s that love for the Impacts that makes me really 

excited to expand them with an extra page dedicated 
exclusively to Pflugerville starting with this issue. From 
now on you’ll find Round Rock and Hutto on the first 
two pages of Impacts with Pflugerville on the next. 
After all, we can expect to see a lot more “Now open” 
signs when Pflugerville’s recently announced Sunshine 
Village and SunTech Office Park comes to town in 
about five years. You can read more about this huge 
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development deal and the Pflugerville Economic Devel-
opment Corp., which helped make it happen, in one of 
this edition’s front-page stories.

Of course Round Rock is no stranger to massive devel-
opments that change the city, either. Also featured on 
our front page is a story examining the past, present and 
future of University Boulevard, where retailers, higher 
education and health care helped the city grow.

And speaking of expansions, in this issue we’re add-
ing a new feature, In the Arts, in which we examine 
the cities’ creative sides. This issue we’re focused on 
the Round Rock Area Arts Council, but in subsequent 
issues we will explore the creative sides of all our cities. 

As the cities grow, from the smallest “Now open” sign 
to a mega development, Community Impact Newspaper 
will cover it.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Do you think incentives help grow the 
local economy?

  Yes, we should do whatever we can to bring in 
businesses.

  Yes, but they should be used sparingly.

  I think they work but don’t know for sure.

  No, businesses will come here without incentives.

  No, businesses should stay away because they will ruin 
the landscape.

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Do you think Round Rock, Pflugerville 
and Hutto are good cities for 
millennials to live in?

Yes, but there could be more amenities to help attract 
young people. 

  40.74% 

No, young people would probably want to live somewhere 
else to be closer to nightlife.

  30.86% 

Yes, these cities have everything young people need.

  13.58% 

No, millennials should stay away because they are too 
loud.

  10.19%

I don’t know if they are good for young people.

  4.63%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 01/08/15–01/29/15

In this edition we take a look at the Pflugerville Economic 
Development Corp. and its unique brand of economic develop-
ment. The PCDC has made waves with major deals in the past 
few months by incentivizing businesses both big and small. 

2015 Forester 2.5i 
6MT

$279mo. 
$0 down payment

2015 S60 T5 
Drive FWD Premier 

$299mo. 
for 36 mos.

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, � rst month payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 
42 monthly pymts of $279, � nal pymt/ residual = $13, 152. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,486. Stk# Z11118.

$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, 
includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $250 Lease Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. 

Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between January 3, 2015 and February 2, 2015.

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

0.9% APR Financing available WAC for 48 mos

2015 S60 T5 
Drive FWD Premier 

mo. 

volvogeorgetown.com

$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, 

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

0.9% APR Financing available WAC for 48 mos
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coffee menu, lunch items and Amy’s Ice 
Creams. The business is from the owners 
of Starco.  Hours are Mon.–Fri.  
6:30 a.m.–10 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–10 p.m. 
and Sun. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-923-9753.  
www.starcocoffee.com

11  Tortilleria Mama Sara opened in 
December at 109 W. Main St. Tortilleria 
Mama Sara sells Sonora-style tortillas 
wholesale and to the public.  
512-215-2295 

12  Dazzle Coffee opened a second 
location in December at 2651 Gattis 
School Road. Dazzle provides coffee 
smoothies, specialty coffee drinks and a 
special frappe called frezian. Dazzle also 
provides baked goods, such as breads 
and muffins. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 5:30 
a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 6:30 a.m.–6 p.m., and 
Sun. 6:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-341-0110. 
www.dazzlecoffee.com 

Jae Benjamin started her home-based 
business, Benjamin Soap Co., on Nov. 
1. Benjamin Soap makes vegan and goat’s 
milk soap bars and recently signed a deal 
with Round Rock Honey to feature them 

Round Rock

Now Open

1  The R Bank headquarters opened at 
3600 E. Palm Valley Blvd. in January. 
The location also serves as a branch office 
that can handle customers’ banking 
needs. The second floor consists of office 
space. Drive-thru hours are Mon.–Fri. 7 
a.m.–5:30 p.m. Branch office hours are 
Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–4 p.m.  
512-600-8100. www.rbanktexas.com  

2  Younity Fitness opened at the end of 
January in the Old Settlers Association 
Building at 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
Younity Fitness is a Christian fitness 
nonprofit for women offering two fitness 
classes a week. Donations will go to  
helping young girls battling body issues. 
Class times vary. 512-844-6632.  
www.younityfitness.com

3  Little Mama’s Authentic Filipino 
and American Cuisine opened at 2021 N. 
Mays St., Ste. 1000, Jan. 4. Little Mama’s 
offers sit-down and to-go orders as well as 
catering. Owner Nita Mayer plans to serve 

beer and wine in the future. Little Mama’s 
is a local, family-owned restaurant. Hours 
are Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–7:30 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 
11 a.m.– 8:30 p.m. and Sun. 11 a.m.– 
6:30 p.m. 512-244-6262

4  Thrive Affordable Vet Care opened 
in January at 603 Louis Henna Blvd., Ste. 
190. Thrive aims to provide affordable 
veterinary care for pets and animals and 
takes walk-ins and appointments. Hours 
are Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–6 p.m.  
512-516-9081. www.thrivevet.com 

5  Hurley opened in the Round Rock 
Premium Outlets at 4401 N. I-35 in 
December. Hurley sells sports apparel, 
swimwear, wetsuits and accessories. The 
store also sells casual clothing for men, 
women and children. 512-863-4690. 
www.hurley.com

6  Five Star ER opened in January at 
1700 Round Rock Ave. The business is a 
stand-alone emergency room. Services 
provided include X-ray, CT scans, lab 
work and ultrasound. It is one of four 
locations opening in Central Texas in 
2015. Hours are 24/7. 512-960-4100. 

www.fivestarer.com

7  Andy’s Frozen Custard opened at 
1700 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 800, in 
January. Andy’s serves frozen custard 
in a variety of flavors as well as sundaes, 
splits and drinks. Hours vary by season. 
Winter hours are Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–  
11 p.m. and Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–11:30 p.m. 
512-687-2786. www.eatandys.com

8  Sushi Ocean opened at 16238 N. 
RM 620, Ste. A, in October. Sushi Ocean 
is open for lunch and dinner Monday 
through Saturday and serves menu items 
such as calamari tempura, spicy salmon 
roll and soft tofu stew. 512-716-1118 

9  Orangetheory Fitness opened in 
Round Rock at 661 Louis Henna Blvd. 
in January. Orangetheory Fitness is a 
microgym at which participants use a 
monitor to track their heart rate while 
exercising. Class times vary. 512-969-6625.  
www.orangetheoryfitness.com  

10  Star Coffee Texas opened at 201 
E. Main St. in January. Star Coffee 
provides goods baked in-house, a full 
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in the Oatmeal + Honey bar. Benjamin 
Soap sells soy candles and lotion bars and 
uses all-natural ingredients. The soaps 
can be found at the Round Rock Farmers 
Market and on the company’s website.  
512-920-3592. www.benjaminsoap.com

Luis Aparicio opened Hallmark 
Homecare, a home-based business, 
in January. Hallmark Homecare is a 
placement service that connects patients 
with home care providers who provide 
non-medical assistance such as errands, 
housekeeping and reminders.  
512-537-4141. www.hallmarkhomecare.com

Coming Soon

13  Janine Goodwin, owner of The 
Butterfly Garden Forest Kindergarten, 
will open a second Austin-area location in 
mid-February at 207 Chisholm Trail Road 
next to the Good Hope Baptist Church. 
The business is an all outdoor preschool 
for children ages 3–5. Hours will be 
Mon.–Thu. 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
www.thebutterflygarden.net

14  An express tunnel car wash will open 
in mid summer at 2000 Round Rock Ave. 
The business, as yet unnamed, will be 
a car wash with various levels of wash 
packages. 512-560-1421

15  Hat Creek Burger Co. will open in 
April at 2700 E. Palm Valley Blvd. Hat 
Creek is a family-friendly, fast, casual 
burger restaurant with a patio. Hat Creek 
serves beer and wine as well as shakes, 
salads and sandwiches. 512-220-3707.  
www.hatcreekburgers.com

16  Golden Goat Tattoo Co. will open 
at 2021 N. Mays St., Ste. 600, in early 
March. The business plans to offer tattoos, 
body piercing and high-end body jewelry 
and will feature seven private tattooing 
rooms as well as a private piercing room. 
goldengoatatx@gmail.com

Relocations

17  Shamrock Cycles and Performance 

moved in December to 3004 Tom Gary 
Cove, Ste. 200, from 900 W. Pecan St. 
in Pflugerville. Shamrock Cycles caters 
to Harley-Davidson riders. The shop’s 
services include motorcycle customization, 
dyno tunes, repairs and maintenance. 
Hours are Tue.–Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.  
512-228-2292. 
www.shamrockcyclestx.com

Community Service

18  United Way of Williamson County 
is offering free tax-filing preparation 
assistance through April 15. The assistance 
is provided to households earning less than 
$53,000 in 2014 and the elderly at nine sites 
including the Allen R. Baca Senior Center 
at A  301 W. Bagdad Ave., the Round 
Rock Library at B  216 E. Main St. and 
the Hutto Library at C  205 West St., as 
well as locations in Cedar Park, Leander, 
Georgetown and Taylor. 512-255-6799.  
www.wilcofreetaxprep.org

Closings

19  Adams Gifts & Home Decor at 409 N. 
Mays St. closed in January. Owner Brenda 
Howard said the store will still sell select 
items online. Howard said she is looking 
for another permanent location.  
www.roundrockgifts.com

Hutto

Now Open

20  Level 3 opened in January inside 
the East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center at 1600 Innovation 
Blvd. Level 3 is a restaurant run 
entirely by students earning their 
associate degrees and certificates in the 
culinary arts, under the supervision of 
an instructor. The restaurant is open 
on Thursdays throughout the spring 
semester for lunch, except during 
spring break. The menu is a fixed price 
selection, so all meals are three courses 
and $12. Reservations are made online 
through www.seatme.yelp.com/r/tstc-
level-3/ or the group’s Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/tstclevel3. 
Hours are Thu. 11 a.m.–1 p.m.  
512-759-5620

Coming Soon

21  Starbucks will open a new coffeehouse 
near the northwest corner of Ed Schmidt 
Boulevard and Hwy. 79 next to the Sonic, 
city officials confirmed Jan. 5. Starbucks 
could not be reached for comment. An 
opening date has not been announced, 
but land is being cleared for construction, 
Hutto Public Information Officer Christina 
Kane-Gibson said. Jack Brown Cleaners 
filed the permit for the building, and 
Starbucks is expected to be a tenant.

22  CrossFit Hutto, located at 204 
Investment Loop, will have an official 
grand opening Feb. 14. The business—
owned by Debbie and Coy Balusek and 
Jose Gonzalez—offers CrossFit classes as 
well as strength and conditioning classes. 
Hours are Mon., Tue., Thu., Fri. 5–6 a.m. 
and 5–8:30 p.m., Wed. 5–8:30 p.m. and Sat. 
9–10 a.m. 512-843-5234.  
www.crossfithutto.com

23  Falcon Ridge Rehabilitation will 
open March 5 at 149 Klattenhoff Lane. 
Falcon Ridge will provide long-term and 
short-term care services, including skilled 
nursing, rehabilitation, therapy services 
and hospice care. An open house will be 
held from 4–7 p.m. March 5. 
817-454-8192. 
www.falconridgerehabsuites.com 

Expansions

24  Grandpa Bo’s Bargains opened an 
online store in May. Grandpa Bo’s Bargains 
at 1340 CR 134 offers products such as 
home decor, clothing and accessories, and 
jewelry. The store also recently became 
the Texas retailer for Sarris Candies, a line 
of chocolate covered pretzels and other 
sweets.  512-844-4551. 
www.grandpabosbargains.com  

Continued on | 9 News or questions about Round Rock, Pflugerville or 
Hutto? Email rphnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Scott Thomas

The R Bank headquarters is now open at 3600 E. 
Palm Valley Blvd. 

1

Five Star ER opened in January and is a 24-hour 
emergency medical services provider. 

6

Chris Plumpe is the owner of Andy’s Frozen Cus-
tard in Round Rock at 1700 E. Palm Valley Blvd.

7

Grandpa Bo’s Bargains in Hutto is the Texas 
retailer of Sarris Candies. 
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123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

512-642-5994

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o mFind us on 
Facebook!

Official Dentist of the 
Round Rock Express

Our Gold Standards:
• Comfortable, Modern Office
• Care with a Gentle Touch
• On-Time Scheduling
• Family Block Appointments
• Conservative Treatment
• Fun for Kids
• Insurance Friendly
• Monthly Payment Plans
• Emergencies Seen Promptly
• Sedation Dentistry Available

John F. McEntire, 
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek, 
DDS

Cohl R. Brazil, 
DDS



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com8  NEWS

Looking to advance your 

career or start a new one?

RN-to-B.S.N.

Second Degree B.S.N.

Whether you’re already an 
RN, or looking to change 
professions, our flexible 
web-based programs 
create the opportunity to 

transform your career.

Apply today!

ROUND ROCK
661 Louis Henna Blvd.
Suite 450
Round Rock, TX 78664

512.969.6625

COMING SOON TO THE ARBORETUM

5

10721 RESEARCH BLVD 
AUSTIN TX, 78759

512-900-3223

Accepting new clients by appointment only.

1000 Heritage Center Circle
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

(512) 920-0310

 E-mail: marshall_as@yahoo.com

• Taxes
• Wills & Trusts
• Concierge Financial 

Management Services

Personal and 
Professional Service

Marshall
ashley

CPA / Attorney



Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • February 2015 NEWS  9

Coming Soon

28  Developers will break ground on 
Sunshine Village Town Center and 
SunTech Office Park in the second 
quarter of 2015. The mixed-use 
development will encompass 119 acres of 
land just south of Hawaiian Falls Water 
and Adventure Park and east of SH 130. 
Several hotels, office and residential towers, 
restaurants and more are slated to be built 
at the development.

29  Southern’s at PBK will open at 111 
E. Main St. in the former location of PBK 
Stem & Stein in March. Southern’s at PBK 
will be a family-run restaurant serving 
upscale Southern comfort food. Executive 
Chef Steve Southern has been a chef for 
more than 30 years. 512-751-8894

Anniversaries

30  Unique Vapors at 1202 FM 685, Ste. 
A5, celebrated its one-year anniversary 
in January. In its first year of operations 
Unique Vapors remodeled its store to be 
a more lounge-like atmosphere. Unique 
Vapors features 50 premium flavors of 
electronic cigarettes, a “Street-Fighter” 

arcade machine and a pool table. The store 
also sells vaping apparel. 512-202-3840.  
www.uniquevapors.com

Name Change

31  Pflugerville Comfort Dental at 305 N. 
Heatherwilde Blvd., Bldg. D, Ste. 1, changed 
its name to Pflugerville Smiles Dentistry 
in January. Pflugerville Smiles Dentistry 
offers dental procedures, such as routine 
cleanings, fillings and porcelain crowns.  
512-686-2999.  
www.pflugervillesmilesdentistry.com 

In the News

32  The U.S. Department of Energy 
recognized Wetzel Engineering, based in 
Pflugerville at 821 Grand Avenue Parkway., 
Ste. 410, at the 27th annual National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory Industry 
Growth Forum. Wetzel received an award 
for its revolutionary design of a new type 
of wind-turbine blade. 512-989-9194.  
www.wetzelengineering.com

Compiled by Scott Thomas

Christian Bros. Automotive, now open in Pfluger-
ville, provides maintenance, repairs and inspections.

25

Kiddie Academy is now enrolling students and 
provides education-based child care.

26

Southern’s at PBK will open at 111 E. Main St. in 
March. The restaurant will serve southern fare.

29

Unique Vapors celebrated its one-year anniver-
sary in January. 

30
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Pflugerville

Now Open

25  Christian Bros. Automotive opened 
in January at 1621 E. Pflugerville 
Parkway. Christian Bros. provides 
maintenance and repair services, 
including inspections, oil changes, 
alignment and tire rotations. Hours are 
Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 8 a.m.– 
2 p.m. 512-337-6725. www.cbac.com

26  Kiddie Academy opened in January at 
2617 Kelly Lane. Kiddie Academy provides 
educational-based child care for children 
ages 6 weeks to 12 years old. The building 
also has security cameras throughout for 
added security. Kiddie Academy is now 
enrolling. 512-270-9988.  
www.kiddieacademy.com/pflugerville 

27  Bulltiger Productions opened at 3813 
Helios Way, Ste. 260, in June. Bulltiger 
Productions is a film and video game 
development company. The business 
specializes in the production of music 
videos, documentaries and feature films. 
512-666-7441.  
www.bulltigerproductions.com
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Helios Way
Sun Light 
Near Way
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32

News or questions about Round Rock, Pflugerville or 
Hutto? Email rphnews@impactnews.com.

Now offering 3D 
imaging and computer 
guided implant surgical 
plans here in the office!

3D images make the 
X-ray diagnosis and 
implant treatment 

safer, more predictable 
and faster. The Sirona 

system provides a 

three dimensional 
image of the patient on 

the computer screen 
and the surgery is 

performed virtually for 
the patient review.

3401 Royal Vista Blvd #102  
Round Rock, TX
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CARMA TOLL REIMBURSEMENTS EXTENDED 
THROUGH JUNE 2015! carma

     HOW TO REGISTER:
1.    Download the free Carma Carpooling app – www.carmacarpool.com.
2.    Register your TxTag – once you’ve set up a Carma profile, enter your TxTag 
       and license plate details to register for our program.
3.    Start Carmapooling! Click “Start Trip” every time you’re ready to carpool, 
       and we’ll keep track of your toll road trips so we can reimburse you at the
       end of each month.

WHY CARPOOL WITH CARMA?
 An estimated 877,000 greater Austin-area residents drive to work alone every day. That means 
more than 2.3 million empty car seats are available for Central Texas commuters most workdays. 
Carpooling is one of the quickest solutions to our traffic congestion, with no need for new 
infrastructure. Putting empty seats to use can have positive impacts:
1.  Environmental: Carpooling promotes neighborhood sustainability through reduced CO2 
      emissions. Carma can provide mileage reporting for carpool participants.
2.  Quality of Life:  Fight Austin’s traffic congestion and reduce commuting time. Be more   
      productive while riding to work.
3.  Financial: Reduced commuting costs, plus additional promotions and incentives by Carma.

For more information, visit www.MobilityAuthority.com and be on the lookout for a special announcement this month!

Thanks to the growth in “Carmapooling” that Austin experienced last year, the Mobility Authority has extended 
the exclusive toll reimbursements for Carma carpoolers to June 2015. That means you can continue to carpool 
with our partner Carma, and save on your 183A Toll and 290 Toll (Manor Expressway) toll bills. Watch for an 
important announcement soon that will help even more people connect with Carma across our region.   

Launched in February 2014, Carma Austin is the world’s first use of real-time ridesharing technology to verify the 
vehicle occupancies for toll road rebates. Using the Carma app, 2 person carpools get 50% of the toll back, and 3+ 
person carpools get the FULL toll refunded to their TxTag account. Last year, Carma gave toll refunds for 
more than 9000 trips that Central Texas Carmapoolers made on the 183A and 290 Toll roads. Those shared 
trips saved 141,000 pounds of CO2 emissions.

Right now, get a free 4-pack of the 
NEW household batteries from 
Interstate All Battery Center®.

FREE
4-PK

AA and AAA Sizes Only

Offer valid for one free 4-pack of Interstate branded AA (DRY0030) or AAA (DRY0035). No purchase necessary.
Limit one per customer per visit. Valid on retail purchases at participating stores only. See store for details.

47
23

5 |
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4

Hurry! Offer ends 04-30-15. 

Right now, get a free 4-pack of the 
NEW household batteries from 
Interstate All Battery Center®.

FREE
4-PK

AA and AAA Sizes Only

Offer valid for one free 4-pack of Interstate branded AA (DRY0030) or AAA (DRY0035). No purchase necessary.
Limit one per customer per visit. Valid on retail purchases at participating stores only. See store for details.
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4

Hurry! Offer ends 04-30-15. 

GEORGETOWN
On University Avenue in Wolf Ranch 

512.863.4007
Between the Vitamin Shoppe 

and Mama Fu’s

CEDAR PARK
On FM 1431 in the 

1890 Ranch Shopping Center 
512.528.8000 

In front of Academy, next to Verizon

Right now, get a free 4-pack of the 
NEW household batteries from 
Interstate All Battery Center®.

FREE
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AA and AAA Sizes Only

Offer valid for one free 4-pack of Interstate branded AA (DRY0030) or AAA (DRY0035). No purchase necessary.
Limit one per customer per visit. Valid on retail purchases at participating stores only. See store for details.
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rehabilitate the roads, which will include 
environmental investigations, geotechnical 
studies and preliminary roadway 
improvements. 

Timeline: First half of 2015–late 2015
Cost: $2.1 million
Funding sources: City of Round Rock

7   Seton Parkway Extension  
The city of Round Rock will extend Seton 
Parkway to Avery Nelson and A.W. Grimes 
boulevards to increase connectivity in the 
Higher Education Center/Medical District 
area. The project also includes adding a 16-
inch water line. 

Timeline: February–August 2015
Cost: $2.5 million–$3 million
Funding sources: City of Round Rock

8   Northeast Metro Park  
The project will add sidewalks, pedestrian 
facilities, a parking lot and improve 
connectivity within Northeast Metro Park. 
The project will also improve Killingsworth 
Lane near the park and its intersection at 
Wells Branch Parkway. 
Timeline: Early 2015–April 2016
Cost: $4.3 million
Funding sources: Travis County

9   FM 685  
The project is a major overhaul of FM 685 
between SH 130 and Hwy. 79. The road will be 
widened from two lanes to four lanes. Medians 
and turn lanes will be added, and two new 
bridges 12 feet higher than the current bridge 
will be built. The work is intended to improve 
traffic flow and safety. 

Timeline: October 2014–fall 2016
Cost: $15 million
Funding sources: Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, city of Hutto

Project description Estimated timeline

Travis County plans to replace County Bridge No. 229 on Weiss Lane, which crosses 
Wilbarger Creek just north of Pecan Street in Pflugerville. The budget for the project is 
$811,000.

Spring–early 2016

The city of Round Rock plans to add a center turn lane, street furniture, utilities, lights and 
trees to Blair Street and Bagdad Avenue in downtown. 

Project on hold while 
waiting on funding

Texas Department of Transportation expects to repair FM 1660 from King Lane to FM 
973 in Hutto. The agency also plans to repair FM 1660 from CR 101 to Hwy. 79 at a later, 
unspecified date. 

Letting begins in 
April

The city of Round Rock has ongoing street maintenance, traffic light and sidewalk 
programs that are intended to identify areas of the city that can be quickly improved. Ongoing

The city of Round Rock plans to widen University Boulevard to a six-lane, divided 
roadway between the north I-35 frontage road and Sunrise Boulevard. Plans also include 
improved intersections and turn lanes at Oakmont Drive and University Oaks Boulevard. 

Beginning early 
2016

3   Mays Street 
Round Rock will widen the street through 
downtown from a four-lane road to five lanes. 
Turn lanes will be created, which are 
intended to increase efficiency and access to 
businesses and downtown. The city will also 
install new trees, lighting, gateway features 
and other aesthetic enhancements.

Timeline: March–March 2017
Cost: $13 million
Funding sources: City of Round Rock

4   Carl Stern Boulevard extension
The road project will extend Carl Stern 
Boulevard west of FM 685 and link it to  
SH 130. The road will be built by the 
developer of Carmel Creek, which is a mixed-
use development through which the road will 
pass. The city will reimburse the developer for 
the cost of the road construction. 

Timeline: Summer 2014–December 2015
Cost: $5 million
Funding sources: City of Hutto 

5   Wells Branch Parkway 
Travis County will widen the road east of 
Immanuel Road in Austin just outside 
Pflugerville to a four-lane divided roadway 
and extend it to Killingsworth Lane. 

Timeline: February–early 2017
Cost: $13 million
Funding sources: Sun Communities, 
Capital Metro Build Central Texas Fund, 
Travis County

6   La Frontera Phase 2 
Round Rock will improve the existing 
roadway conditions and road surfaces of 
portions of Parker Road, Kouri Avenue 
and Sundance Parkway in the La Frontera 
development. The city will reconstruct and 

1   East Pflugerville Parkway
The city of Pflugerville has begun improvements on the road from just west of SH 130 to 
Colorado Sand Drive. The improvements include expanding lanes, constructing a 10-foot-
wide hike and bike trail, and installing additional streetlights. Construction will involve 
temporary lane shifts and will commence in phases.

Timeline: January–summer 2015
Cost: $4.44 million
Funding sources: Pflugerville bonds

2   FM 3406 West/Old Settlers Boulevard
This project will enhance the intersections of Sam Bass Road, Oak Hollow and Bent Tree 
Drives with left-turn lanes in an attempt to improve the road’s safety and traffic flow. 
Plantation Drive will be enhanced as well. A pedestrian bridge and sidewalk will also be 
added over the railroad tracks to the north of the existing bridge. 

Timeline: Summer–summer 2016
Cost: $4.1 million
Funding sources: Texas Department of Transportation, city of Round Rock

Project Spotlight

Intersection improvements and pedestrian bridge

Other transportation projects

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at rphnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Scott Thomas
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r-AQUA-thon Multi-Sport Series 
Swim/Run
Saturday, March 7, 7:30am
Clay Madsen Recreation Center
RoundRockRecreation.com

Spunky Shaylah GLOW 5K and 1K 
Inspiration Walk
Saturday, March 21, 6:30pm
Clay Madsen Recreation Center
RoundRockRecreation.com

Youth Fishing Derby
Saturday, March 21, 7 a.m.
Old Settlers Park
RoundRockRecreation.com

Flashlight Egg Hunt & Movies  
in the Park
Old Settlers Park
April 2 from 7:00pm to 11:00pm
Purchase tickets at  
www.RoundRockRecreation.com

ARTS, PARKS, PLAZA, 
LIBRARY & DOWNTOWNROUND ROCK

Author Talk: Celestial 
Conversations
Saturday,  February 7, 2 p.m.
Author Lo Anne Mayer will speak about 
her book “Celestial Conversations: 
Healing Relationships after Death” 

Valentine Crafts in the Gallery 
Saturday, Feb. 8, 2 to 3:30pm
For kids and their families

Video Game Design for Tweens 
and Teens
Wednesdays, Feb. 11-March 11, 
5:30-6:30 p.m.
amygerman@roundrocktexas.gov to 
pre-register

Tween Book Club
Thursday, February 12,  
4:30-5:30 p.m.
“Unsinkable,” by Gordon Korman

Poetry Afternoons at the Library
Saturday, February 14,  
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Featured readers include Carrie 
Fountain and Thomas Morin

Teen Book Club
Tuesday, February 17,
7 p.m.
“Article 5” by Kristen Simmons

Tween Maker Club (ages 8-12)
Thursday, February 26,  
4:30-5:30 p.m.
Make your own stop-motion  
LEGO movies! 
amygerman@roundrocktexas.gov  
to pre-register

MORE INFORMATION FOUND  
AT ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG

EVENTS HELD AT 216 E. MAIN STREET

PA
R

K
S

ARTS

ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV  
512-218-5447

512-218-7099

Subscribe to Round Rock News, the City of Round Rock’s e-newsletter, to get information about your city government right to your inbox. Sign up at roundrocktexas.gov/subscribe
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March through May,  
Every Wednesday, 6-8p.m.
Prete Main Street Plaza 221 East Main 
Street, Round Rock, TX 78681
Music on Main is a free, family friendly 
music series
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and the 
entire family
Visit the variety of dining options on  
Main Street or pack a picnic basket to 
enjoy the evening of fun and music! 

Cienfuegos –  
11 Piece Cuban Band
March 4

Thrift Set Orchestra – Hot Jazz
March 11

Danielle Reich Quartet – Swing 
and Gypsy Jazz
March 18

Charles Thibodeaux and the 
Austin Cajun Aces – Cajun
March 25

Drive-in Movie – Back to the 
Future II
Saturday, March 21, 8 p.m.
$5 walk in, $20 per car, $5 donation to 
Round Rock Junior Police Academy
115 East Bagdad Avenue! Come 
experience Round Rock’s only drive-in 
movie theater, the 75’ screen allows 
optimal viewing. Movie snacks are on 
sale onsite.
Free pictures with a real Delorean.
 

N.J. Weaver , Painter  (encaustic), Max Rightmer (Painter),  
Steve Sheets (Photographer)
Now through February 15
J.B. & Hallie Jester Williamson County Annex
1801 Old Settler Road, Round Rock, Texas

1st Thursday Artist Exhibit Opening 
Black History Month
Thursday, February 5, 5:30 p.m.
ArtSpace, 213 E Main Street, Round Rock, Texas

Sam Bass Community Theatre 
Table Settings
February 13 – March 7
Thursday, Fridays & Saturdays 8 p.m.
Sunday Matinees 2 p.m.
Sam Bass Community Theatre, 600 N Lee St, Round Rock 

Round Rock Symphony 
Internationally renowned piano soloist Anton Nel
Sunday, February 15, 4 p.m.
Klett Center for the Performing Arts
2211 N Austin Ave., Georgetown, Texas

Michael Hammond, Photographer, Janet Oh, Painter
February 15 – April 15
J.B. & Hallie Jester Williamson County Annex
1801 Old Settler Road, Round Rock, Texas

IMAGINE 
An Evening of Art and Music
Saturday, February 28, 7 - 9:30 p.m.
$10 admission
Texas State University Round Rock Campus
1555 University, Round Rock, Texas
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Police unit handles white-collar crime
Round Rock’s force adapts as criminals embrace technology

By Scott Thomas
The job of John Rowe, a sergeant with 

the Round Rock Police Department, can 
change at a moment’s notice.

This is because criminals perpetrat-
ing fraud and white-collar crime are 
constantly evolving with technology and 
investigative techniques. Rowe is part of a 
five-member unit within the Round Rock 
Police Department dedicated to investigat-
ing white-collar crimes.

“The biggest sign of the city’s stance on 
white-collar crime is the fact that we’re the 
third-largest unit in the division,” Rowe 
said. “The investment in a white-collar 
crime unit is one of the most expensive a 
department can take on.”

He said the unit can be so expensive 
because the training is highly technical 
and ongoing.

“The department has not batted an eye 
in making sure everyone in the white-
collar crime unit is trained beyond the 
industry standard,” he said.

Rowe said white-collar crime is any 
crime that is financial, digital or requiring 
advanced technological forensic review. 
He said examples vary from embezzlement 
and forgery to child pornography. Though 

white-collar crime is typically non-violent, 
it is a type of criminal activity that can 
happen anywhere.

“Myself and one other guy are going 
through the certified fraud examiner 
[training],” he said. “It’s more about 
accounting than I ever cared to know, but 
it helps when we investigate these differ-
ent companies that are victims of fraud or 
embezzlement.”

Round Rock Police Chief Alan Banks 
said in the past year the Round Rock police 
force has trained its detectives in other 
units to investigate such crimes. He said 
the department saw an increase in white-
collar crimes locally and that prompted 
the decision to train more detectives in the 
forensic investigative techniques.

“It’s a matter of taking care of our com-
munity, taking care of our citizens,” Banks 
said. “We do our part and try to get some 
of these people put behind bars.”

Rowe said having a major corporation, 
such as Dell, Inc., headquartered in Round 
Rock adds to the caseload the division sees.

“You can imagine the different people 
trying to pull frauds on Dell,” he said. 
“And [Dell is] very good about catching 
most of it, but unfortunately some things 

slip through.”
Rowe said in such cases the white-collar 

crime unit coordinates with other law-
enforcement agencies, depending on the 
scale of the crime.

Rowe said complicating white-collar 
crime cases is the fact that most perpetra-
tors are not in the state or country.

“That’s been one of our biggest sources 
of frustration,” he said. “Some countries 
are stronger in terms of prosecution of 
fraud; then there are others who—I don’t 
want to say they condone it—but they cer-
tainly don’t make our job any easier.”

In the high tech age it is much easier 

PUBLIC SAFETY

FRAUD IN THE U.S.

18 MONTHS

of cases involved 
losses of at least 

$1 million

The median duration of a fraud between 
it commencing to detection lasted 

$145,000
The median loss caused by fraud in the study

of victim 
organizations 

had not 
recovered losses 
when the study 

commenced

The Association of Certified Fraud Examiners compiles an annual study about fraud 
nationwide. These are some of its 2014 findings.

for a crime to involve digital evidence. 
For instance, Rowe said, if someone text 
messages a threat to another person, the 
white-collar crime unit might be brought 
in to run cell phone forensics.

Alan Bachman, the education manager 
for the Association of Certified Fraud 
Examiners, said it is not a given a city of 
Round Rock’s size would have a police unit 
dedicated to such investigations.

“One of the best fraud deterrents is pros-
ecution,” he said. “Having the police back 
that up is pretty impressive. Not all police 
departments are responsive when you walk 
in with a white-collar case.”

Source: Association of Certified Fraud Examiners

22%
58%

M. Ali Khan MD

Always see a physician!         Same day & next day services

Non-narcotic treatment options        Board certified in Anesthesiology  
           & Pain Medicine 

TexasPainSpine.com | 512-388-1190

Round Rock  
7215 Wyoming Spring

Suite 300A 
Round Rock, TX 78681

Austin 
801 W. 38th St.

Suite 400 
Austin, TX 78705

From your early years to your golden years and everywhere in 
between, Dermatology Associates is dedicated to helping you 
maintain healthy skin for a lifetime.

 www.roundrockderm.com
 7200 Wyoming Springs, Suite 300

 Round Rock, TX 78681
 512-910-8800

Immediate Appointments Available  512-910-8800

Russell Peckham, D.O.
Specializing in general and  

complex medical dermatology

Tips were the 
leading detecting 

method, at 
around

40%
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Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddo.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust us 

to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should need 

a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to experts in 

pediatric care available to you. She is the center of your world, and we 

promise she will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)
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City, WCID hope 
to reduce flood 
zone, save homes
By Scott Thomas 

The city of Round Rock is moving for-
ward with a plan with the Upper Brushy 
Creek Water Control & Improvement 
District toward reducing the amount 
of housing structures within a 100-year 
flood plain.

According to city documents, more 
than 60 homes in southwest Round Rock 
and some roadways crossing Lake Creek 
are located in a 100-year, or 1 percent, 
flood plain. The 100-year flood plain is the 
area that will flood during a major storm 
that has a 1 percent chance of occurring 
in any given year. Furthermore, many of 
these homes and roadways are also within a 
10 percent, or 10-year, flood plain, accord-
ing to city documents.

To reduce the amount of structures 
within the flood plain, the city and 
district are contemplating building an 
earthen dam within the watershed of 
Lake Creek, upstream from the homes 
in the 100-year flood plain. The dam, an 
engineered structure made of earth, clay 
and other resistant materials, would be a 
component of a larger plan by the district 
to improve the drainage issues. Ruth 
Haberman, Upper Brushy Creek WCID 
general manager, said the project is very 
preliminary and the dam site or the entire 
plan could change at a later date.

The dam, in theory, would release water 
at a slower rate during such a flood, there-
fore reducing the number of homes in the 
flood plain.

Round Rock Utilities Director Michael 
Thane said this is the most important 
drainage issue in the city.

“This is No. 1, and No. 2 is about 10 
steps back,” Thane said.

Thane said 80 percent of the flooding 
issues in the city could be improved with 
this project. Residents with mortgages 
from federally regulated or insured 

lenders in high-risk flood areas are 
required to have flood insurance.

Thane said at one point the city looked at 
simply purchasing the homes, but the cost 
of doing so was ultimately more expensive.

Thane said the city puts a preliminary 
estimate for the dam at about $16 million 
to $20 million. He said the city believes 
it has the capacity to fund approximately 
half of the project. Upper Brushy Creek 
WCID has committed to about a quarter 

CITY INFRASTRUCTURE

of the funding. 
The city has reached out to William-

son County for the last quarter of the 
funding. However, Robert Daigh, senior 
director of infrastructure for Williamson 
County, said the county does not have 
dollars allocated for the project.

“It’s unquestionably a great project,” 
Daigh said. “But it was brought to our 
attention after the bond package was 
put together.”

However, Daigh said the county will look 
for money to put toward the project.

Thane said the city is also looking for 
grant money and other revenue sources. 

The WCID is also leading the design 
and construction of a second dam in the 
area. The district has initiated pre-
liminary design efforts and anticipates 
construction to start in 2016, according to 
city documents. The environmental study 
for the project is currently underway.

100-year flood plain

Lake Creek

Round Rock ETJ

Austin’s jurisdiction

Structures in flood plain

Round Rock City limits

Map not to scale

Lake Creek watershed 
flood mitigation

Source: City of Round Rock

Dam sites not yet selected

Family Dental 
Services Provided

Call today to schedule your reservation!

Low Monthly Financing Available

All service 
provided 

by a highly 
trained & 

accredited 
general 
dentist. Hooty Alayan, DDS

FAGD, Fellow Academy of General Dentistry
FLVI, Fellow Las Vegas Institute

512-387-8296 

Visit our website for bio, testimonials &  
a list of all our services: 

GreatOaksDentistry.com

AMAZING NEW PATIENT DEAL
$49 comprehensive exam/x-rays *

Incredible New Year cosmetic package deals!
*New patients without insurance, no cash value. Offer does not include cleaning. 

Cosmetic Dentistry • Same Day Crowns
TMD/TMJ • Invisalign

Sedation Dentistry • Implants
Always Lifelike Invisible Fillings

Over 1,000 Cosmetic Restorations
Free Cosmetic Consultation
Free Implant Consultation

Free Whitening for LifeBEFORE AND AFTER OF ACTUAL GREAT OAKS PATIENT
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/pfisd @pfisd

Read more about these stories and 
other PfISD news at www.pfisd.net

The district has initiated recycling and composting 
efforts, which have diverted 515 tons of materials 
from local landfills during the last school year along 
with saving 13.9 million gallons of water through a 
variety of projects including high-efficiency toilets 
and flushless urinals. 

In the last five years, Pflugerville ISD has saved $6.4 
million in utility costs due to resource management 
and conservation efforts. The district has reduced its 
utility costs by 28 percent on a per-square-foot basis. 

“Pflugerville ISD is always looking for innovative 
ways to be fiscally responsible while also protecting 
our environment,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Alex Torrez said.

Six years ago, Pflugerville ISD adopted a policy to 
lower energy costs and consumption across all  
facilities. Since then, the district successfully reduced 
energy costs and consumption district-wide through 
conservation efforts, control measures and multiple 
retrofit projects. In 2014-2015 the district took the 
next step in lowering energy costs by generating 
renewable energy onsite through the use of solar 
panels at 11 locations, which generated 1.17 million 
kilowatt-hours of clean renewable energy. 

Going beyond reduce, reuse, recycle, the district’s 
efforts also provide an example to its 24,000  
students on the importance of managing the world’s 
natural resources. Several programs throughout the 
district encourage students to help with the district’s 
conservation efforts by turning off lights in empty 
rooms and recycling waste from the cafeterias.

Green may be the new unofficial color 
of Pflugerville ISD. In an effort to be  
fiscally responsible as well as ecologically 
friendly, PfISD has implemented many  
initiatives across the district to save water, 
energy and money.

$500,000
$6.4M

28%

Rebates  
earned in energy  
and water projects:

Amount PfISD has reduced 
utility costs:

per square foot

Utility cost savings due to 
conservation efforts:

(last 5 years)

Recyclable materials 
diverted from local landfills:

11

electricity

savings

recycling

waterkWh of reduced 
electrical 
consumption: 

Campuses/facilities  
equipped with  
solar panels:

kWh of clean  
renewable  
energy  
regenerated  
by solar panels:

6.5M

1.17M

13.9M  

515 TONS

Gallons of  
water conserved:

PfISD goes GREEN
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Pflugerville forms senior advisory task force 
to advise on programs and facilities
By David Barer 

City of Pflugerville officials 
intend to enhance senior ameni-
ties and formed a senior advisory 
task force in January to bolster 
the effort.

City Council chose six senior 
citizen members for the senior 
panel Jan. 27. The task force will 
advise City Council on mat-
ters related to senior programs, 
developing long-range capital 
improvement programs, senior 
service policies, and developing 
programs at the library and recre-
ation center, city documents state.

Mayor Jeff Coleman expressed 
interest last year to improve 
senior services and facilities.

“I would like for us to start 
discussions on what we are going 
to be doing with our seniors,” 
Coleman said at a September City 
Council meeting. “It is an incred-
ibly underserved population in 
our community.” 

The city has programs and 
facilities in place for seniors, 
but more should be done, City 

Manager Brandon Wade said.
“We have senior programs that 

are in our recreation center, but 
those appear to be wholly inad-
equate,” he said. “They would like 
their own facilities.”

Seniors regularly gather, social-
ize and play games in a senior 
room at the Pflugerville Recre-
ation Center, Wade said. 

The Pflugerville Public Library 
runs several adult programs, such 
as computer classes and geneal-
ogy meetings, that are popular 
with seniors, Assistant Library 
Director Jennifer Coffey said.

Coffey and Adult Services 
Librarian Bette McDowell said 
they also do homebound deliv-
ery of books and outreach that 
involves traveling to local seniors’ 
homes to visit.

“We pick a topic and just talk,” 
Coffey said. “We usually finish up 
with pictures of pets.”

McDowell said the library is 
a good place for older adults to 
socialize and learn new skills 
through free programs.

“We would love to expand, but 
we have what the director would 
call a bandwidth problem,” Cof-
fey said, regarding limited staff 
and space at the library.

The creation of the advi-
sory council coincides with an 
increasing number of Pfluger-
ville seniors. People age 65 or 
older now account for more than 
six percent of the Pflugerville 
population, as of 2014, which is 
up from less than 4 percent of the 
city’s population in 2000, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau.

From 2000–13 the number of 
seniors in the city grew by 532 
percent, Pflugerville spokes-
woman Terri Waggoner said.

City Council approved $40,000 
for improvements to Windermere 
Pool in October, including a pool 
heater and wind screens to help 
seniors utilize the facility.

“I think it’s a way to step out for 
our seniors and pay attention to 
our aging population,” Coleman 
said regarding the pool  
improvements.

AGING POPULATION

Age
Under 25

Age
65 or older

Age
25-44

Age
45-64

Pflugerville population breakdown
The percentage of Pflugerville residents age 65 or older hit 5.5 per-
cent in 2013, up from 3.1 percent in 2000, according to data from 
the 2013 American Communities Survey. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Pflugerville officials approved $40,000 worth of improvements to be built at Winder-
mere Park Pool, including a pool heater, to make the facility more senior friendly.
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27.1%
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36.6%

PFLUGERVILLE’S IDEAL
WEIGHT LOSS SOLUTION

LOSE 3-7 LBS PER WEEK!
Want to feel good, look good, and 

lose weight healthily in 2015? 
Contact Pfl ugerville Wellness Center 

today to fi nd out more about our Ideal 
Weight Loss Program! 

Our Ideal Weight Loss System is a science-based, clinically 
supervised program that e� ectively targets fat loss. 
Many have bene� ted from this simple yet e� ective 

program and lost pounds, body fat, 
and inches, like our client Michael. 

Michael lost 78.2 lbs, 17.4% body fat, and 28.5 Inches 
from his body in less than 6 months.

ATTEND OUR FREE 
WORKSHOP ON WEIGHT LOSS! 

� ursday, February 12th at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 17th at 12:00 p.m.

Seating is limited, RSVP by calling (512) 251-9686
Private consultations also available. 

2415 Pecan St. W. Ste 201
Pfl ugerville, TX 78660
(512) 251-9686
www.pfl ugervillewellness.com
email: pfl ugervillewellness@gmail.com

BEFORE

AFTER

1401 Medical Parkway, Bldg. B, Suite 300     Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.5860     www.lonestardermatology.com

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Joshua Embry, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Laura Lester, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Jessica Scruggs, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist/Mohs Surgeon

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Shelby Oliver, LA
Licensed Aesthetician/Certifi ed Laser Technician

We are proud to introduce 
Dr. Laura Lester to our practice. 

Dr. Lester is returning to central Texas 
after completing her Fellowship at 

Stanford Medical School.

Specialized Skin Care 
for the Entire Family

INTRODUCING 
Dr. Laura Lester

EXPANDED OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Friday, 8AM–5PM
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Lucian Richards, Fantasia, Wood and Acrylic

Lucian Richards, Fantasia, Wood and Acrylic

Sponsors:
City of Round Rock

Texas State University Round Rock Campus

Lucian Richards, Fantasia, Wood and Acrylic

Texas State University  
Round Rock Campus

Avery Building
1555 University Boulevard

Round Rock, Texas

OPEN TO  
THE PUBLIC 
7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

$10 Admission
Donations Appreciated

Lucian Richards, Fantasia, Wood and Acrylic

An Evening of Art and Music 
Saturday, February 28, 2015 • 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
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Securing water rights, building pipelines among 
solutions proposed to supply growing populace

Commissioners examine 
county-wide water issues

By Kate Morris
As the population booms 

throughout the Austin area, water 
continues to be a concern for 
both cities and counties. 

Coupled with drought, county 
officials are considering ways to 
secure the future water supply. 

“We need to be addressing it 
now,” Williamson County Judge 
Dan Gattis said. “We may not 
ever be without water—we don’t 
know that—but we do need to be 
addressing water [needs].”

Supplying water has tradition-
ally been a city issue, but county 
commissioners have agreed it is a 
moral duty to step in, Gattis said. 

“The counties do not have any 
statutory obligations to be into 
water,” Gattis said. “In William-
son County, where we have so 
many cities, what we’re doing is 
we’re sticking our hand out and 
saying, ‘Look, we’d like to be a 
partner with you all and a facili-
tator so that we can pull together 
and figure out where we can get 
water that helps not Georgetown, 
not Round Rock, but everybody.’”

One idea suggested by water 
marketing firms is to build a net-
work of pipelines from an aqui-
fer east of Williamson County to 
areas in other parts of the state. 

Among the marketers is End-
Op, a private company owned by 
former Williamson County com-
missioner Frankie Limmer. 

At the Nov. 4 Commissioners 
Court meeting commissioners 
discussed a resolution in which 
End-Op was seeking sponsorship 
from Williamson County to pump 
water from wells in Lee and Bas-
trop counties. 

The court did not take action 
on the item. Gattis said he does 
not anticipate it will appear on 
the agenda again anytime soon 
as the court is still trying to 
determine the best solution.

“They were trying to get us to 
say that we were in the market for 
buying water, and we may well be, 
but we’re not ready to pull that 
trigger yet,” Gattis said. 

The role of a water marketer is 
to buy and sell water rights, and 
in Texas, these rights depend on 
whether the water is groundwater 
or surface water. 

Surface water sources include 

lakes, streams and oceans. This 
water belongs to the state and can 
only be used by a landowner with 
the state’s permission.

Groundwater is found below 
the earth’s surface and is the pri-
vate property of the owner of the 
overlying land. Adjoining land-
owners atop a groundwater source 
have the same right but face the 
issue that pumping beneath one 
property may cause nearby wells 
to go dry.

However, Texas has a rule of 
capture—often referred to as the 
“law of the biggest pump”—that 
was adopted by the Texas Supreme 
Court in 1904. This law allows 
landowners to pump as much water 
as they choose without liability. 

The Carrizo-Wilcox Aqui-
fer spans Texas diagonally from 
the Rio Grande in South Texas 
into Arkansas and Louisiana, 
providing water to 66 counties. 
The aquifer includes the Calvert 
Bluff Aquifer, Hooper Aquifer 
and Simsboro Aquifer. These 
groundwater sources are man-
aged by conservation districts, 
such as Lost Pines in Bastrop and 
Lee counties; Post Oak Savannah 
in Milam and Burleson counties; 
Brazos Valley in Robertson and 
Brazos counties; Mid East Texas 
in Freestone, Leon and Madi-
son counties; and Fayette in its  
own county.

End-Op, which produces 
groundwater from Lee and Bas-
trop counties, must get permits 
from Lost Pines before it can pump 
water from the Simsboro Aquifer. 
Lost Pines, however, wants to limit 
pumping now to prepare for short-
ages in the future. 

The permits End-Op wants 
from the Lost Pines Groundwa-
ter Conservation District would 
allow the company to export up to 
46,000 acre-feet of water per year 
of groundwater from the aquifer to 
Williamson and Travis counties. 

A large request
According to the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency, the 
average American household uses 
400 gallons of water per day. 

One acre-foot is equal to 
325,851 gallons, which is nearly 
the equivalent of three house-
holds’ water usage per year. 

According to the resolution, 
Williamson County’s role would 
be to commit to acquiring the 
46,000 acre-feet of groundwater 
per year at a price equal to or lesser 
than the cost of treated surface 
water supplies. 

“The reason for that resolution 
is that in Williamson County we 
do not have a water district, and 
there’s been debate on whether or 
not we should have one,” Gattis 
said. “[In Bastrop and Lee counties] 
they have a water district where the 
water belongs to the landowner. 
The water district, though, controls 
how much water can be pumped or 
sold—it particularly controls how 
much water can be sold outside of 
that district.”

Gattis said even if End-Op has 
the water now, it is not able to get 
it released from Lost Pines Con-
servation District until there is a 
need for the water. 

Conservation concerns
Conservation groups, such 

as Austin-based Environmental 
Stewardship, have fought End-
Op to preserve the aquifer. The 
group says it is unsure what effect 
pumping large amounts of water 
would have on the aquifer as well 
as nearby surface water, Envi-
ronmental Stewardship Director 
Steve Box said.

“From Environmental Stew-
ardship’s point of view, we don’t 
know how much the aquifer is 
able to provide without damag-
ing the Colorado and Brazos 

rivers,” Box said. 
However, Box said there is also 

fear from an economic standpoint. 
“If there’s only so much water 

available and if companies from 
outside these two counties come 
and take all of that water away, we 
don’t have the water for our eco-
nomic growth and development,” 
he said. 

Gattis said county officials are 
seeking other solutions before 
committing to End-Op.

“We certainly have been put-
ting out feelers and asking ques-
tions and being involved and try-
ing to ascertain how we can help 
with the water supply in William-
son County,” Gattis said.

Much of the water supply avail-
able to Williamson County resi-
dents is surface water from the 
Colorado River Basin or the Bra-
zos River Basin. 

“We all use the word ‘straw’—
so they’re sucking that water out 
of the lake,” Gattis said. “Well, as 
long as that straw is down in the 
water, they can do that. When 
[water levels] go down below 
that straw, [the source is] going 
to be in big trouble. The straw 
that [the cities] have right now is 
not very deep in water.”

Next steps
The county is considering tak-

ing the same approach to supply-
ing water as it does with electric-
ity by forming a grid. 

Gattis said he and the commis-
sioners have had discussions with 

city leaders to find a solution and 
consider the grid idea.  

“We’re not saying you have to 
put up $10 million because we’re 
going to do this,” Gattis said. “We’re 
trying to get that dialogue going in 
understanding what the cities want 
us to do in order to help them.”

As it is now, individual cities 
have separate pipes that in most 
cases never touch each other. By 
implementing the grid, the county 
would connect those pipes and add 
mechanisms to monitor water flow. 

“The idea is not to give water 
away but that we’re able to sup-
ply water,” he said. “You take a 
town like Jarrell that’s basically 
on wells, if something happens, it 
sure would be nice to be able to 
flow water to them.”

Gattis also suggested combin-
ing the grid option with pumping 
from the Simsboro Aquifer. 

“If we get a grid and we’re able 
to bring water in from the east, 
then you don’t have to pipe it all 
the way to Cedar Park,” he said. 
“You get it in the grid some place 
and it flows through. It’s making a 
countywide system.”

Until the county and its cities 
can find the best solution, Gattis 
said he is stressing conservation. 

“It’s hard to keep people 
engaged. The more 100-degree 
days we have in the summer and 
the news is, ‘Lake Travis went 
down this week,’ the easier it is to 
get people involved,” Gattis said.

WILLIAMSON 
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population
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The Texas Water Development Board has 
projected water shortages throughout the 
state by 2030. In Williamson County as 
the population increases and demands for 
water rise, county commissioners are work-
ing to identify water sources to help meet 
the needs of their residents. The majority of 
Williamson County’s water comes from sur-
face water sources such as Lake George-
town and Lake 
Travis; however, 
commissioners 
have begun look-
ing underground at 
area aquifers to help 
shore up supplies.

TOWARD EMPTYTOWARD EMPTY

The Edwards Balcones 
Fault Zone Aquifer extends 
through 13 counties. In 2008, 72 
percent of water pumped from the 
aquifer was for use by municipalities. 

The Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer stretches across 
the state through all or parts of 66 counties. In 
2008 about 43 percent of the water pumped was 
used for irrigation and another 47 percent was 
used by municipalities. 

Sources: Texas Almanac, www.texasalmanac.com; Texas Water Development Board

1 acre-foot= 
325,851 
gallons of 
water

BY 2030BY 2030

WATER ISSUES
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YMCA OF GREATER WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

Join the Y by Feb. 28:  
Pay No Joiner’s Fee 

& Receive a FREE Gift
* Joiner’s Fee is up to $100 value and gifts are 

available while supplies last

Fitness, Family Fun, Friendships & More! 

EXCUSES ARE SO
LAST YEAR!

Reserve your spot today!
Instant Admissions Night 
Receive an admission decision on the spot. 
Thursday, March 5 - 4pm to 8pm
http://concordia.edu/instantadmission

Central Austin (North Lamar & 183):
7701 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 500
Austin, TX 78752 
(512) 313-4ADP

Further.
Advance your career by 
continuing your education 
at Concordia University 
Texas.

Affordable
- A valuable investment

Flexible
- Just one night a week or online

Convenient
- Classes start every month
- Two locations in Austin

concordia.edu/adult

Go

12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989

35

MoPac

Parmer Ln.

Metr
ic B

lvd
.

Renfert Wy.

ORTHOPAEDIC 
SURGERY 

& 
TOTAL JOINT 

REPLACEMENT

Our philosophy is to exhaust non-surgical 
treatment options whenever possible, 

while providing specialized surgical treatment 
when necessary

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.
Specialty Trained in Joint Replacement

Board Certified in Orthopaedic Surgery

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 | www.capitalcityor tho.com | Info@capcityor tho.com

Offering comprehensive 
joint, bone, and muscle 
care including:
• Evaluation and treatment of  

joint pain in the hip, knee, and 
shoulder

• Surgical and nonsurgical 
fracture care

• Primary and complex revision 
joint replacement of  hip, knee 
and shoulder

• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Second opinions
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Round Rock City Council OKs firm to 
create facilities master plan for city
By David Barer

Round Rock will pay more than 
$250,000 for a long-range city plan offi-
cials said will save more taxpayer dollars 
and city staffers’ time in the long run.

Round Rock City Council approved the 
deal in mid-December to pay Dallas-based 
firm Hellmuth, Obata & Kassabaum LP 
up to $275,000 for a facilities master plan 
gauging the city’s needs for the next 20 
years. City forecasts show Round Rock 
should near its estimated population cap of 
250,000 residents by about 2035.

“We never had a really long-term, 
thought-out plan, which isn’t obviously 
the most economical way to put up new 
buildings or expand new buildings,” City 
Manager Laurie Hadley said. “[creating a 
plan] just made sense.” 

General Services Director Chad 
McDowell, speaking to City Council in 
December, said he has full confidence 
HOK can deliver a valuable guide.

“HOK is a qualified firm, just to point 
out a couple things: They write the book 
on architecture. They write the book on 
master planning,” McDowell said. “These 
guys have built cities before.”

City staffers saw the need for the citywide 

master guide while planning for the future 
of the city’s facilities on Luther Peterson 
Place that houses the public works depart-
ments, McDowell said.

The scope of the master plan includes 
cataloging existing conditions and fore-
casting future requirements for almost 
every department for the next two decades. 
Included in the plan will be guides for 
primary departments, such as utilities, 
transportation and parks; secondary 
departments, such as finance, technology 
and human resources; and other depart-
ments, such as police, fire and communica-
tions, according to city documents.

“It’s going to be pretty exhaustive,” 
Hudder said regarding HOK’s process, 
which will include interviews with city 
staff in multiple departments.

Overall, city officials said they expect the 
project to be more valuable than its cost.

“In the long run this is going to save 
the city a lot of funds,” Councilman Will 
Peckham said in December..

Round Rock Transportation Director 
Gary Hudder said the city government 
could benefit both in efficiencies and in 
spending by having a long-term forecast 
of facility and personnel needs to help 

plan expansions.
For example, the plan could help city 

officials locate future facilities on land 
that may be much less expensive now 
than it will be in the future. The plan 
should also help staff plan for upcoming  

expenses, which would improve the bud-
geting process.

“[We have] leadership in place at the 
city that sees wisdom in planning for our 
future growth rather than waiting for it to 
hit and reacting to it,” Hudder said.

MUNICIPAL PLANNING

A facilities master plan commissioned by the city of Round Rock will assess city-facility needs through the 
year 2035. The plan could impact the use of city buildings such as the McConico building (top) and facili-
ties on Luther Peterson Place, such as the city’s vehicle service center.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

D
av

id
 B

ar
er



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com22  NEWS

• 36 private rooms with private baths

• Spacious therapy gyms

• In house pharmacy

• Bariatric rooms

• Bedside dialysis capabilities

• Dedicated ADL therapy area

• Respiratory therapy services 

• Individualized intensive therapy 
programs–physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech 
therapy

• Community based specialty
physicians providing medical care

• Patient specifi c eRehab 
outcomes data

• Fully electronic medical records

• FREE on site street level parking

For more information, to make a referral, 
or for a tour, please contact:

Melanie Kidd, 
Director of Business Development

(512) 201-9742
mkidd@vrhlaketravis.com 

or visit www.vrhlaketravis.com

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION 

FEBRUARY 26TH • 4:00-7:00PM

FREE TOURS, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, 

HORS D’OEUVRES AND REFRESHMENTS

Now Accepting Patients

2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734 • (512) 263-4500

� KEWAY’S NEW 
FULLY DEDICATED 

REHABILITATION HOSPITAL

Pain is inevitable.
Suffering is optional.

MARK T. MALONE, M.D. |  Board Certified Pain Management Physician

the physicians & staff of
advanced pain care are dedicated

to helping our patients regain
their quality of life.

call today for an appointment.

SEVEN CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: ROUND ROCK . CENTRAL AUSTIN . SOUTH AUSTIN . CEDAR PARK . GEORGETOWN . WACO . KILLEEN
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Hutto ISD looks 
at student health 
guidelines, rules 
Changes could limit school-
time snacks availability

By David Barer
Hutto ISD board members are 

expected to revisit establishing food 
guidelines at their monthly meeting in 
February that could impact when certain 
sweet and salty snacks are available dur-
ing the school day.

At a Nov. 13 board meeting trustees 
said they were not sure how the adoption 
of some guidelines would impact snack 
sales at concession stands. 

“I don’t know what we are giving up 
with this,” HISD board member Doug 
Gaul said at the time regarding the imple-
mentation of United States Department of 
Agriculture snack guidelines the district 
will revisit in February.

Only snacks that comply with USDA 
Smart Snack guidelines, which do not 
include items such as candy bars, are 
allowed on campus during the school 
day. School days are considered to start 

STUDENT HEALTH

at midnight the day of school and end 
30 minutes after school finishes. HISD 
currently has three exception days to the 
healthy food rules.

The  USDA guidelines could restrict 
snacks that do not comply with USDA 
Smart Snack standards sold at conces-
sion stands during the school day. Some 
HISD sporting events are held before 
the 30 minutes following the end of the 
school day; therefore trustees said candy 
and salty snacks may not be available.

Current HISD food rules restrict the 
availability of foods and beverages dur-
ing the school day, including foods of 
minimal nutritional value such as candy. 
At Hutto High School, food guidelines 
restrict food sales and access to vending 
machines during meal times where food 
is served and consumed, but the rule 
does not apply to after-school concession 
stands. At HISD’s November meet-
ing, Superintendent Doug Killian said 
healthy food rules have not seemed to 
work since the district throughout the 
past decade.

Texas Commissioner of Agriculture Sid 
Miller echoed Killian’s remarks in Janu-
ary when he held a news conference to 
announce parents would be able to bring 
cupcakes to their children at school. The 
Agriculture Department oversees Texas’ 
school lunch and nutrition programs.

“We want families, teachers and schools 

in Texas to know the Texas Department 
of Agriculture has abolished all rules and 
guidelines that would stop a parent from 
bringing cupcakes, cookies or snacks to 
school,” Miller said in a Jan. 12 statement.

Although they postponed a decision on 
food restrictions, HISD board members 
did approve rules that would limit school 
bus and automobile idling on school 
grounds. The rule is meant to reduce 

student and teacher exposure to diesel 
fumes, according to board documents.

Research provided by HISD indicates 
diesel exhaust can irritate the eyes and 
respiratory system, and cause headaches 
and vomiting. Diesel exhaust is also listed 
by the International Agency for Research 
on Cancer as containing more than 100 
potentially cancer-causing components.

of all children and adolescents in the United States were obese in 
2012—triple the rate from just one generation prior.

Percentage of obese adults in Texas 

Estimated percent increase of obese people in Williamson 
County from 2010–40.

Annual cost to Texas associated with a 
potential 2040 population in which three 
out of four people are overweight or obese.

Sources:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Texas State University study, TDSHS, stateofobesity.org

3.5%

NOW ENROLLING 
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years  
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certified and 
specialized teachers with degrees 
(BS, Masters).

• Educators experienced in  
language, math, science, art, music, 
Spanish, Hindi and Sign Language.

• Extracurricular activities  
(yoga, dance, piano & theatre arts).

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

Established 
1996

Infant 
Nursery 

Open ONE-OF-A-KIND
CLUBHOUSE
Indoor/Outdoor 

Sports Bar
$2.25 Beer

World Class 
Instruction & 

Practice Areas
Long Range

Wedge Range
Chipping/

Pitching Green
Putting Green

THE
LEADBETTER
GOLF CENTER & ACADEMY

CENTRAL TEXAS

The Leadbetter Golf Center & Academy 
Central Texas 

3533 Greenlawn Blvd • Round Rock

Greenlaw
n B

lvd
.

W. Pfl ugerville Pkwy.Picadilly Dr.35 N

COUPLES’ LESSON SPECIAL

ALL YOU CAN HIT 
RANGE BALLS

info@leadbettergolftexas.com512-310-8911
www.leadbettergolftexas.com Like us on Facebook!

3533 GREENLAWN BLVD  • ROUND ROCK
Value of $230. Offer valid all month of February. 

$165
$15

Open to the  Public! 

17%

$39 BILLION
435%

30.9%
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Photography may include models or actors and may not represent actual patients. All services are not available at all locations. Physicians provide 
clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated  
medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers, Baylor Health Care System, Scott & White 
Healthcare or Baylor Scott & White Health.©2014 Baylor Scott & White Health SWCLINIC_97_2014 RT

Women’s bodies are always changing, so their health needs change along with them. Our expertise across many medical 

specialties means you’ll receive quality health care where you need it most. We’re the largest not-for-profit healthcare system 

in Texas, and your women’s health partner for life.

Locations:
300 University Blvd, Round Rock 
910 Whitestone Blvd, Cedar Park 
403 Mallard Ln., Taylor 
4945 Williams Dr., Georgetown

Women’s health care begins here  
and lasts a lifetime.

Nana

Sister
mommy-to-be

Daughter 

The fun 
aunt

LongLiveWomen.org

World’s 
greatest wife
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By David Barer
Seeking to turn a corner of the 

Pflugerville H-E-B lot at Pecan Street 
and Old Austin-Hutto Road into a com-
mercial area, the Texas grocery store 
chain filed a zoning application with the 
city in late December.

 Real estate firm Bury, which filed 
the application on behalf of H-E-B, did 
not respond to requests for comment. It 
has not been 
disclosed what 
business is 
expected to 
occupy the lot 
if the zoning 
application is 
approved.

By David Barer
The Pflugerville Planning and Zoning 

Commission approved the final draw-
ings of a potential mixed commercial and 
residential development next to Stone Hill 
Town Center on Jan. 5.

 Mansions at Stone Hill would be located 
on the northwestern corner of the intersec-
tion of Town Center Drive and Pflugerville 
Farm Lane. The final plat includes right-
of-way for a 734-foot extension of Pfluger 
Farm Lane.

 The 60.64-
acre tract is 
zoned for a mix 
of commercial 
and residential 
uses.

45
TOLL

130
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685
Town Center Dr.
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City Council approves plans for subdivision, business park

Round Rock could get new affordable housing complex

Commercial zone 
could be coming 
to lot near H-E-B

Pflugerville P&Z 
OKs new mixed-
use development

By Scott Thomas
Round Rock City Council approved 

a planned unit development, or PUD, 
Dec. 18 at the intersection of SH 45 N 
and Meister Lane, which paves the way 
for a new housing development as well 
as retail and office space.

A PUD is a site-specific zoning dis-
trict tailored to a specific location and 
use. The development in a PUD must 
exceed what is required by standard 
zoning. PUDs can provide greater 
flexibility in development, according to 
city documents.

According to city documents the 
new subdivision, called Northfields, 
would occupy 44.9 acres of land on two 
parcels along Meister Lane. The hous-
ing development will be constructed by 
Meritage Homes, which specializes in 
energy-effecient houses.

The first parcel, to the north 

By Scott Thomas
An affordable housing development 

could be coming to Sunrise Road in Round 
Rock, just north of East Old Settlers 
Boulevard, after City Council expressed 
no objection to the project Dec. 18. The 
council passed an earlier resolution 
expressing no objection to the project Oct. 
9 but had to do so again in December to 
match language required by the state for 
such projects.

The project will be known as Waters at 

DEVELOPMENT BRIEFS

bordering Gattis School Road, would 
consist of 10,000-square-foot lots, 
according to city documents. The sec-
ond parcel would consist of 6,500- and 
4,500-square-foot lots.

Also in the new development plan 
for the area is 3.8 acres dedicated to 
limited commercial use.

 According to city documents, the 
commercial use will not allow drive-
thru eating establishments and auto 
service facilities and body shops. The 
city documents also indicate 18.5 acres 
will be dedicated to a business park.

The PUD also reserves about 5 acres 
of land to be dedicated to the city of 
Round Rock to satisfy parkland dedica-
tion requirements, according to city 
documents. A community association, 
according to the plan, will also main-
tain a half-acre private park. 

Source: City of Round Rock
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Sunrise and will be located at 2750 Sunrise 
Road, according to city documents. The 
building will be a multifamily apartment 
complex with approximately 300 units, 
documents state. 

According to city documents, the 
passage of the resolution states Atlantic 
Housing Foundation, the project’s devel-
oper, will finance construction through 
low-income housing tax credits from the 
Texas Department of Housing and Com-
munity Affairs and tax-exempt bonds to 

be issued by the Capital Area Hous-
ing Finance Corp.

The state requires 80 percent of the 
units to be income-restricted, which 
will price those units about $150–$200 
below market valuation. 

City Council passed a developer 
agreement with AHF on Oct. 9 stating 
that AHF will pay full property taxes 
on the land. The project will also meet 
design standards put forth by the city, 
according to the agreement.

Metal Brick Veneer Guardrail with metal mesh infill panels

Composite shingle roofing

Stucco

Brick veneer

Metal awning  
with brackets

Source: City of Round Rock

WHEREVER YOU GO, YOU’RE HOME

Go Places They say that ‘home is where the heart is’ and 
your home away from home makes vacationing 
even happier. Join us at the 2015 Austin RV Expo 
to explore the possibilities.

THE AUSTIN RV EXPO 
Feb 12-15, 2015 • Austin Convention Center

austinrvexpo.com
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MEADOWS OF BLACKHAWK
20408 Treyburn Lane
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-3,240 SQ FT
Listed by Kevin Wilhelm
512.417.3915

WALSH TRAILS
528 Cameron Cv
4 BD 3 BA +/-2,850 SQ FT
Listed by Kevin McCarthy
512.587.4050

SUN CITY 
209 Limestone Shoals
2 BD 2 BA +/-1,397 SQ FT
Listed by David Ristine
512.964.9668

THE WOODS
1908 Oakview
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,389 SQ FT
Listed by Teresa T. Treviño
512.364.2873

VISTA OAKS
3960 Shaker 
4 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,537 SQ FT
Listed by Tammy Young
512.695.6940

FAIRWAYS AT BLACKHAWK 
19209 Ventana
5 BD 2.5 BA +/-3,047 SQ FT
Listed by Anthony DelaCruz
512.217.7825

MEADOWS OF BLACKHAWK
2409 Pauma Valley
5 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,357 SQ FT
Listed by Adam Walker
512.280.7653

VISTA OAKS  
3518 Sandy Haven
5 BD 4 BA +/-4,088 SQ FT
Listed by Drew Griffin
512.785.9765

Northwest Office: 10526 W Parmer Ln, #425 Austin, TX 78717 

®
®

Realty Austin Citywide Open House: Sunday, March 1, 2015

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        fb.com/realtyaustin

OPEN HOUSE
MARCH 2015

1
M T W TH F S
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New Patients Welcome!
• P� ugerville’s � rst 
Pediatric Dentist.

• Kids love our state of 
the art facility, gaming 
arcade, and movies 
while you wait.

• In o�  ce sedation and 
hospital privileges.

• Insurance accepted.
As a courtesy, we will 
� le primary insurance 
for you.

Like us on facebook!
facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

For special o� ers, contests 
and cavity free club pictures.

• Learn how to budget on a fixed income

• Learn how to increase your credit score

• TWC will have job openings available

• Space is limited for 250 people  
only so sign up TODAY!

HOMEOWNERSHIP IS 
POSSIBLE FOR EVERYONE. 

INCLUDING YOU!
You are invited 
to attend a free 
home ownership 
seminar!

For more info:
DIVERSIFIED HORIZONS, INC.

 www.diversifiedhorizonsinc.com

Sponsored by 

March 7, 2015 | 9am - 5pm

Hawaiian Falls Pflugerville

512-698-9403
18500 N. SH130 SVRD SB
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
(Held inside the Banquet Hall) 
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HUTTO Potential candidates for Hutto 
City Council Place 2 and Place 5 races 
will be able to file required candidacy 
paperwork between Jan. 28 and Feb. 27. 

The general election will take place 
May 9. City Councilman Paul Prince 
currently holds the Place 2 seat, and 
Councilwoman Melanie Rios occupies 
the Place 5 seat. Hutto City Council 
members serve at-large.

Residents must meet the following 
criteria to be eligible to run:

• Must be a registered voter in Hutto
• Must have resided for at least one year 

preceding the election within the corpo-
rate limits of the city

• Must not be in arrears in the payment of 
any taxes or liabilities due to the city.

 
Source: City of Hutto

CITY & COUNTY
Compiled by David Barer, Jennifer Curington and Scott Thomas

Leffingwell wins vacated City Council seat  
by wide margin in January special election

Hadley appointed as 
City Manager after 
filling interim role

Moman announces  
he will not run for 
City Council in 2015 

Chamber recognizes 
local businesses at 
awards ceremony

City contracts with 
Quorum Architects for 
animal shelter plans

Filing period begins for Hutto City Council races

Nine flu deaths confirmed for Travis County

ROUND ROCK Frank Leffingwell won 
the Round Rock City Council Place 3 
special election Jan. 24 with 776 votes, 
or 82.12 percent of the vote. Opponent 
Chris Koob received 169 votes, or  
17.88 percent of the vote.

Leffingwell said his first priority would 
be getting up to speed with the council. 
He ran to fill the seat former City Coun-
cilman Joe Clifford vacated in November. 
Leffingwell also said he feels good about 
running in the next full-term election 
for the seat that will take place May 9. 
Round Rock City Council members serve 
at-large.

“We learned a lot and were able to meet 
a lot of people because of the tight cam-
paign we ran,” said Leffingwell, president 

of Leffingwell Law 
PC and former head 
of the Round Rock 
Planning and Zon-
ing Commission. “It 
will benefit us in the 
spring in terms of 
the election as well as 
being on the council.”

Koob, a manager and engineer at tech 
firm Qualcomm, said he plans to run 
again in the regular election May 9. 

“It’s always tough when you get 
trounced,” Koob said. “I brought some 
issues up, and I will do it again.”

The total turnout for the election was 
945 votes, or 1.68 percent of registered 
voters in Round Rock. 

TRAVIS COUNTY This season’s first 
influenza-related pediatric death in Tra-
vis County has occurred. 
The pediatric death, announced Jan. 15 by 
Austin/Travis County Health and Human 
Services, is the ninth Travis County death 
resulting from the flu this season.

“As a health plan in general, we’re 
seeing a higher rate of hospitalizations, 
particularly for people with underly-
ing conditions that typically make them 
more susceptible to the flu,” said Dr. 
Rebecca Preston, chief medical officer of 

Sendero Health Plans, an Austin-based, 
nonprofit-managed insurance company.

Statewide influenza activity level is 
widespread this year with 20.39 percent 
of patients testing positive for influenza, 
according to a Jan. 16 report by the Texas 
Department of State Health Services.

The best way for an individual to 
prevent infection is to avoid contact with 
other persons, wash his or her hands for 
at least 20 seconds with soap and water, 
and teach children to cough and sneeze 
into their sleeves, Preston said.

ROUND ROCK 
City Council unani-
mously approved 
Laurie Hadley as 
city manager Jan. 8. 
Hadley had served as 
interim city manager 
since October.

“I love this city 
and this organization and believe we 
have a truly outstanding City Council,” 
Hadley said in a statement. “The elected 
leadership in Round Rock is second to 
none, and they set the tone for all we 
are able to accomplish here. I’m grateful 
for their confidence and trust in me and 
look forward to serving our citizens in 
my new role.”

Hadley was appointed interim city 
manager after former City Manager 
Steve Norwood vacated the position. 
Norwood announced in July he would 
leave his post. 

Hadley had served as assistant city 
manager since May 2011. Prior to 2011 
she was the city manager in Prescott, 
Arizona. 

ROUND ROCK Councilman John 
Moman announced Jan. 12 he will not 
run again for the City Council Place 5 
seat he has held for six years. Two can-
didates, Ted Meng and Writ Baese, have 
announced their intention to run in the 
May 9 election.

Meng, a welder, announced Nov. 30 
he would vie for Moman’s seat. Meng 
ran for City Council Place 1 in 2014 and 
lost to incumbent Craig Morgan. Meng 
said he wants to bring the voice of the 
people back to City Council.

Baese, who owns Hill Country Payroll, 
a payroll processing company for small 
and midsized businesses, announced his 
intention to run Jan. 13. Baese said he is 
running because he wants to continue 
Round Rock on its current path. 

Moman said he will not run again 
to give new candidates a chance to 
serve on the council. He said he is also 
working on a new website business and 
needs to focus on that venture.

Moman said he is proud of helping 
to make the development process in 
the city more efficient and customer-
friendly during his time on council.

ROUND ROCK The Chamber of Com-
merce presented its annual business 
awards Jan. 27. The awards are intended to 
recognize notable businesses and business 
owners in the area. The awards are:
• Investor of the Year—Nancy Simpson, 

PEAK Operational Strategies
• Ambassador of the Year—Cathy Sheri-

dan, Printology
• Citizen of the Year—Dave Fendrick, 

Round Rock Express Baseball Club 
• Chairman’s Award—Michael Doss, 

Independent Bank 
• “Big Boy” Hester Small Business of 

the Year—Round Rock Area Serving 
Center

• Business of the Year—Toppan Photo-
masks Inc.

• Global Business of the Year—iSpeak  
Inc. 

• Lifetime Achievement—Ryan Family

PFLUGERVILLE City officials 
approved paying Quorum Architects 
$37,300 on Jan. 13  to develop a plan 
for a new animal shelter proposed to go 
next to Lake Pflugerville, according to 
city documents.

The plans are expected to be complete 
within five months. The purpose of the 
plans is to give City Council enough 
data to consider a bond proposal, City 
Council documents state.

On Dec. 9 the City Council directed 
city staff to move forward with fixes to 
the city’s existing animal shelter.

Laurie Hadley

Frank Leffingwell
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News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto and  Travis county

Tweetings

Hutto City Council
Meets first and third Thursday, 7 p.m.
401 W. Front St., Hutto
512-759-4033, www.huttotx.gov

Pflugerville City Council
Meets second and fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.
100 E. Main St., Pflugerville
512-990-6101, www.cityofpflugerville.com 

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

For these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
impactnews.com.

TweetingsMeetings

Round Rock City Council
Meets second and fourth Thursday, 7 p.m.
221 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401, www.roundrocktexas.gov 

Travis County Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin 
512-854-9020, www.traviscounty.org 

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meeting Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org 

Potential animal 
shelter site
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1500 Royston Lane, Suite A • Round Rock, Texas
Near I-35 & Grand Ave. Pkwy.

CALL NOW
For admissions information or a tour call Traci Dube: 512.248.2547

chsaustin.org

SERVING PFLUGERVILLE, ROUND ROCK & THE GREATER AUSTIN AREA

• Christ-Centered
• 13 Years of Academic Excellence
• Safe School Environment
• Advanced Placement & Pre-AP Courses
• Athletics/Extra Curricular Activities
• Technology Supported Education

• Four Year Pre-Engineering Program
• Nationally & Texas Accredited
• College Planning Assistance
• Financial Aid Available
• Over $2 Million in College 
   Scholarships Earned Annually

A Christian high school where you have faith in education.

NOW ENROLLING for FALL 2015

Grand Avenue
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35 Royston Ln.
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TRANSPORTATION 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE
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EDUCATION Compiled by David Barer, Joe Lanane and Lyndsey Taylor

Tweetings

Hutto ISD board of trustees
Meets second Thursday at 7 p.m.
200 College St., Hutto
512-759-3771. www.hutto.txed.net

Pflugerville ISD board of trustees
Meets third Thursday at 7 p.m.
1401 W. Pecan St., Pflugerville
512-594-0000. www.pflugervilleisd.net

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

For these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
impactnews.com.

TweetingsMeetings

Round Rock ISD board of trustees
Meets third Thursday at 7 p.m.
300 Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock
512-464-5090. www.roundrockisd.org

Austin Community College board of trustees
Meets first Monday at 6 p.m.
5930 Middle Fiskville Road, Austin
512-223-7613. www.austincc.edu

ROUND ROCK ISD A law firm retained by the district 
found that allegations against Round Rock ISD trustee 
Terri Romere for abusing her power were found to be 
false, the firm announced Jan. 15.

An investigation was conducted after board president 
Chad Chadwell expressed concerns in August about 
Romere housing two pot-bellied pigs for a real estate cli-
ent at the McNeil High School agriculture barn. Specifi-
cally, Chadwell was concerned whether the pigs were 
properly taken care of and whether she abused her role 
as a trustee by storing the animals in the barn, according 
to Walsh, Anderson, Gallegos, Green & Trevino, the firm 
that conducted the investigation.

Chadwell visited the agriculture barn Aug. 23 and said 
he became concerned that the pigs had no bedding in 
their pens during hot weather. During his visit, he said he 
spoke to someone who said the pigs belonged to Romere’s 
real estate client.

Chadwell said he was concerned Romere was using the 
facility for personal gain and that livestock was allowed 
to live in the barn pens without proof of vaccinations. 
After his visit to the barn, Chadwell sent an email about 
his concerns to superintendent Steve Flores and Cath-
erine Hanna, who was the board president at the time. 
Chadwell said he did not request an investigation and 
was unaware that one would be conducted.

“I had no intention whatsoever when I sent that email 
that this would lead to this much detail,” Chadwell said. 
“It raises so many concerns from me that nobody else has 
ever done this, nobody else has been allowed to do this. 
Not a sitting board member, not a parent, not a staffer, 
not a teacher.”

During the investigation, the firm looked into whether 
Romere was acting in her role as a trustee when she asked 
agriculture teacher Larry Vinklarek whether she could 
house the pigs at the barn. The pigs were taken care of by 
Romere’s son, a McNeil High School student, as part of a 

school project for his agriculture class 
after Vinklarek approved the project, 
attorneys with the firm said.

“In my investigation I did not find 
that there was any evidence ... [that] 
was sufficient to support the allega-
tions that trustee Romere was act-
ing in her role as a board member to 
receive a personal gain when: one she 
asked if the animals could be housed 
at the [agriculture] barn; and, two, the 
animals were approved as an agri-
culture project by the [agriculture] 
teacher,” Green said.

Romere said her son did not deserve 
how he has been treated in the courses 
of the investigation.  

“What I am very saddened by is that this discussion 
involved my son and his education,” Romere said. “If you 
want to accuse a board member of abuse of power, fine, 
do it, because I don’t abuse my power. … I do every-
thing I possibly can to avoid even the perception of such 
allegations. But to involve my son and to share my son’s 
education with the world, I find [that] inexcusable and 
unacceptable.”

Romere said the agriculture project her son partici-
pated in is an opportunity available to all students.

“I did nothing wrong,” she said. “My son did noth-
ing wrong.”

The total cost of the investigation to date is $16,839.34 
and is paid for out of the RRISD Governmental Relations 
Fund, according to RRISD. 

This is the second formal investigation of a trustee in 
four months. In September, a law firm found that allega-
tions of misconduct against trustee Diane Cox concern-
ing an alleged abuse of power were false. 

AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE A 13-member 
citizen committee will oversee how Austin Commu-
nity College spends nearly $386 million in bond money 
approved by district voters last November.

ACC board members established criteria for a bond 
oversight advisory committee during the group’s Jan. 20 
meeting. The new committee will meet at least twice per 
year—and likely more often—and monitor the timing 
and progress as well as the scope of any changes to the 
projects voters agreed upon.

However, the oversight committee will not regularly 
review construction change orders, a common practice 
when the cost for certain work does not meet estimates. 
Those changes require approval from ACC.

PFLUGERVILLE ISD Board 
members chose Susanna Russell as the 
district’s new assistant superintendent 
of secondary education.

Russell will move to PISD from her 
position as associate superintendent of 
high schools, athletics and fine arts at 
Ysleta ISD in El Paso.

“The person in this position pro-
vides critical support to our campus principals, and we 
are excited to have an educator of Dr. Russell’s caliber 
join our team,” PISD Superintendent Alex Torrez said.

Russell has also worked in administration at Lake 
Travis ISD, and has served as a principal in Katy ISD and 
Judson ISD.

Law firm clears trustee in case concerning son’s pig project ACC board sets parameters 
for bond advisory committee

PISD Board members select 
new assistant superintendent

305 N Heatherwilde Blvd, Bldg. D, STE 1 
Pflugerville, TX 78660  

CREATING MILES OF SMILES. YOUR SMILE IS OUR PASSION!
High-Quality Dental Care • Family-Oriented Practice

Experienced & Caring Dentist • Cutting-Edge Technology
State-of-the-Art Facility • Most Insurances Accepted

Conservative Treatment • Monthly Payment Plans
Sedation Dentistry Available

$79  FREE  

(512) 686-2999

Dr. Lakshmi P.  
Balaraman

ADULT EXAM
X-RAY & 

CLEANING

WHITENING 
FOR LIFE
After Exam, 

Cleaning & X-raysFor new patients. Cash 
patients only. Cannot 
be combined with any 

other offer. Cleaning only 
valid in absence of gum 
disease. Call for details.  

Expires 3/6/15

For new insured patients 
only. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. 
Call for details.  
Expires 3/6/15

NO INSURANCE? NO PROBLEM! 
ASK ABOUT OUR LOW-COST. 
IN-HOUSE INSURANCE PLAN!

www.pflugervillesmilesdentistry.com

$ 59 KIDS

SMILES DENTISTRY

“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture 
resale store that is open to the public. 
Revenue from sales supports the food pantry 
and social service programs. Donations of 
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are 
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation: 
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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Celebrating 25 Years of Service

ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER

Terri Romere 

Chad Chadwell 

Susanna Russell 
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No Season has to be Allergy 
Season 

Dr. Neha Reshamwala 
Specializing in allergy and asthma  

testing diagnosis and treatment  
for adults and children 

 

Serving Round Rock at 
 

100 East Main Street, Ste 101 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Call today for an appointment! 
 

512-732-2774 

At the Bunker Vein and Imaging Center, 
we take preventative action to diagnose and treat 

the underlying cause, so that you feel comfortable in your skin!

ROUND ROCK • 7200 WYOMING SPRINGS, STE. 1550

(512) 726-0599 • www.bunkerveins.com
REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT FOR A CONSULTATION!

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.

Most insurances accepted • Financing available • Open Saturdays • Se Habla Español

WESTLAKE • 2712 BEE CAVES ROAD, SUITE 122 • AUSTIN

Schedule your consultation today.

(512) 458-2141
tocaustin.com

1130 COTTONWOOD CREEK BLDG. C SUITE 4 | CEDAR PARK, TEXAS | 78613

THESE SURGEONS NOW IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

EYELID SURGERY BY EYELID SPECIALISTS
We focus on two principles: extraordinary results and uncompromising care.  

Texas Oculoplastic Consultants offers an unprecedented level of expertise and safety.

Visit us online to find one of our 19 Central Texas locations.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

INSIDE THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE   

HOUSE COMMITTEE SENATE COMMITTEE

BILL INTRODUCED

• Committee membership is determined 
by seniority or speaker of the House 
appointment.

• Each committee is assigned a different 
subject matter and receives bills from the 
speaker of the House based on subject.

• Committee membership is determined 
by the lieutenant governor.

• Each committee is assigned bills from 
the lieutenant governor.

Bill placed on 
a calendar 
for House 

consideration

Bills listed in order 
reported; however, 
bills do not have to 
be brought up for 

discussion in order of 
Intent Calendar

Speaker of the House 
signs in front of House

Bill returned to original chamber; can be 
overridden by Senate and House vote

Lieutenant governor 
signs in front of Senate

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS) 

GOVERNOR

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS)

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

House votes 
to approve

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Senate votes 
to approve

CALENDAR 
COMMITTEE

CALENDAR TYPES

VETOES BILL

A legislator, committee, or special interest group drafts a 
bill that must be limited to a single subject. The bill is then 
introduced to either a House or Senate committee.HOW A BILL

A LAW

TAKE A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

• Daily (new bills)
• Supplemental  

(3rd reading,  
postponed bills)

• Local, consent 
and resolution 
(noncontroversial bills)

• Congratulatory, 
memorial  
(ceremonial bills)

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Secretary of state 
certifies bill’s passage

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Chief clerk certifies 
bill’s passage

INTENT 
CALENDAR

ITEM 

#1

BILL IS ENROLLED AND PREPARED FOR SIGNING

SIGNS BILL DOES NOTHINGOR
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THE SENATE SENDS THE BILL TO THE HOUSE

BILL HAS BEEN PASSED BY HOUSE AND SENATE

AMENDMENT: A change or 
addition to a bill
BILL: A proposed law 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: 
Five senators and five 
representatives who meet to 
resolve differences between 
a Senate and a House version     
of the same bill
FILIBUSTER: A tactic used to 
kill a bill or delay a vote in the 
Senate; a senator holds the 
floor by talking, without sitting 
down or leaving his or her desk
LOBBYIST: A person who 
meets with legislators to 
influence bills
MAJORITY: Vote of more than 
50 percent
OVERRIDE: Legislature can 
override a governor’s veto of a 
bill with a two-thirds vote from 

each chamber—the House of 
Representatives and Senate
QUORUM: Number of 
members required to 
officially start a meeting; 
two-thirds membership in 
either the Senate or House of 
Representatives
RESOLUTION: Used to 
propose an amendment to the 
Texas Constitution; can also 
take care of housekeeping 
functions of Legislature; 
statement of congratulations 
or honor
SPEAKER: Presiding officer of 
the House of Representatives
TERM: The length of time a 
political official may serve 
once elected
VETO: Governor’s rejection  
of a bill

Sources: Texas Legislature Online, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate, Texas House of Representatives

So
ur

ce
s:

 T
ex

as
 L

eg
is

la
tu

re
 O

nl
in

e,
 T

ex
as

 L
eg

is
la

tiv
e 

Co
un

ci
l

L E G I SL AT I V E

In Texas the lieutenant governor serves a four-year term, presides 
over the Senate, appoints Senate committee members and has the 
power to break a tie vote. With the Speaker of the House, he or she 
jointly chairs the Legislative Budget Board—which recommends 
budgets for all state government agencies—and is vice chairperson 
of the Legislative Audit Committee and Education Board.

The lieutenant governor also serves as governor if the governor 
dies, resigns, is absent from the state or is removed from office.

The minimum age for an individual to take the office of lieutenant 
governor is 30 years old, and he or she must be a Texas resident for 
five years as well as a U.S. citizen.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR?

ANSWERS: 1) Courage (red), purity or liberty (white), loyalty (blue) • 2) 150 • 3) 31 • 4) About 59 years old • 5) $7,200 per year during legislative sessions, 6) 21 • 7) 10 • 8) Senators serve four-year 
terms and members of the House of Representatives serve two-year terms • 9) 1977; 44 hours • 10) The House of Representatives and the Senate must each vote to veto • 11) 140 days • 12) 1845

TEXAS
TRIVIA

What do the three colors of 
the Texas flag represent?1

What was the average age of 
Senate members in the 83rd 
Legislature?

4

How many days does the 
governor have to sign a bill 
into law?

7

Which chamber(s) can override 
the governor’s veto of a bill by 
a two-thirds vote?

10

When was the Texas 
Constitution adopted?12

How many members 
does the Texas House of 
Representatives have?

2

What is the pay rate for 
members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives?

5

How long are terms for senators 
and representatives?8

How many members does 
the Texas Senate have?3

What is the mandatory minimum 
age for a member of the House 
of Representatives?

6

When did the longest 
filibuster occur in Texas, and 
how long did it last?

9

How long is the Texas 
Legislature’s regular session?11

Compiled by Leslee Bassman • Design by Erin Behncke

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

Bill becomes a law

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter at @impactnews_rph and search 
for #CITxLege, or visit communityimpact.com
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stress naturally. Register in advance at the 
front desk or by phone. 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 
$25.  Allen R. Baca Center, 301 W. Bagdad 
St., Bldg. 2, Round Rock. 512-218-5499.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/bacacenter

07 Romance readers social
The Pflugerville Public Library 

hosts its seventh annual social event for 
romance readers. Authors Sherry Thomas, 
April Kihlstrom and Jeanell Bolton are on 
hand to sign books and give short readings. 
Attendees can also work on crafts, such as 
felt pins, nail art and light-up Valentine’s Day 
cards. The library is also handing out free 
paperbacks and providing free cupcakes. 
2–3:30 p.m. Free. Pflugerville Public Library, 
1008 W. Pfluger St., Pflugerville.  
512-990-6375. www.pflugervilletx.gov

07 Author talk
The Round Rock Public Library 

hosts author Lo Anne Mayer, who is 
speaking about her book, “Celestial 
Conversations: Healing Relationships 
After Death.” 2 p.m. Free. Round Rock 
Public Library, 216 E. Main St., Round 
Rock. 512-218-3275.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

07 Tet Festival Austin
The Vietnamese American 

Community of Austin, Texas presents the 
festival, which celebrates the Vietnamese 
New Year. Attendees can partake in food and 
entertainment, including art by local artists. 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. free (children age 6 and 
younger), $3 (per person). Cedar Ridge High 
School, 2801 Gattis School Road, Round 
Rock. 512-481-2548. www.vacat.org

08 Black History Month  
author visit

Hopeton Hay of KAZi Book Review 
interviews author Frederick Williams on 
his novel, “The Fires of Greenwood: The 
Tulsa Riot of 1921,” as part of Black 
History Month. The novel examines the 
country’s troubled racial past through 
a fictional, personalized account of a 

Truffle Shuffle
Attendees can run to help raise 
money for The AG Project, a 
nonprofit organization that provides 

gardens to schools for students with special 
education needs. Participants are encouraged 
to wear red or pink for the 1K children’s 
run or 5K race. 9 a.m. (Children’s 1K), 9:30 
a.m. (Truffle Shuffle 5K). $15 (children), $32 
(adults through Feb. 13), $35 (for adults on 
day of race). Parkside Elementary School, 301 
Garner Park Drive, Georgetown.  
www.theagproject.org/truffle-shuffle
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06 Brushy Creek MUD dance
The Brushy Creek Municipal 

Utility District hosts the Seventh Annual 
Mother and Son dance. Attendees can 
experience food, music by DJ Timo, 
sports and dancing games, a mother 
vs. son kickball game, a souvenir photo 
opportunity and a dance contest with 
trophies for the top three winners in 
multiple age divisions. Suggested attire is 
sports team jerseys and athletic shoes for 
the sports games. 6–9 p.m. $10 (member 
couple), $15 (resident couple), $25 
(nonresident couple), $4 (additional sons). 
Brushy Creek Community Center, 16318 
Great Oaks Drive, Round Rock.  
512-255-7871, ext. 218. www.bcmud.org

06 Friday Night Live
The city of Hutto, Hutto ISD and 

Hutto Family YMCA co-host an evening 
program designed to provide an alternative 
entertainment option for Hutto ISD middle 
school students. Participants can play 
games, listen to music and partake in 
activities such as rock climbing and 
basketball. 6–9 p.m. $10. Hutto Middle 
School, 1005 Exchange Blvd., Hutto.  
512-759-4030. www.huttotx.gov

07 Daddy Daughter Dance
The 12th annual event gives fathers 

an opportunity to take their daughters out for 
a night of dancing, treats and refreshments. 
Professional photography is available for an 
additional charge. 5–7:30 p.m. (age 7 and 
younger), 8–10:30 p.m. (age 8 and older). 
$10 per person (presale only, tickets can 
be picked up ahead of the event or at the 
door with receipt). Clay Madsen Recreation 
Center, 1600 Gattis School Road, Round 
Rock. 512-218-3220, ext. 0.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

07 Heart screenings
As part of Heart Health Month, 

Seton Medical Center Williamson offers free 
cardiovascular screenings to the public. 
The assessment includes a panel of four 
screenings—a cholesterol test, body mass 
index, body fat percentage calculation 
and blood pressure check—along with a 
consultation with a health care professional. 
All screenings must be done on an empty 
stomach, so avoid food after midnight on the 
evening prior to the screening. Appointments 
are required and can be made by phone. 
By appointment only. Free. Seton Medical 
Center Williamson, 201 Seton Parkway, 
Round Rock. 512-324-2333. www.seton.net

07 Stress workshop
Dr. John Martin presents a 

workshop called Controlling Stress. The 
program teaches attendees how to control 

CALENDAR

Worth the TRIP

deadly mob attack on African-Americans 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma that took place on 
June 1, 1921. Attendees can also enter a 
drawing for a Nook e-reader giveaway. 2 
p.m. Free. Pflugerville Public Library, 1008 
W. Pfluger St., Pflugerville. 512-990-6375.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov

09 through 11, 18, 23 and 25 
Pickleball for older adults

Adults age 50 and older can play pickleball 
games during two weekly sessions. Pickleball 
is an easy-to-learn tennis-like game using a 
plastic perforated ball and paddle. 1–3 p.m. 
(Feb. 9 and 23), 9–11 a.m. (Feb. 11, 18 and 
25). Free (Baca members with weight room 
membership), $1 (visitors). Allen R. Baca 
Center, 301 W. Bagdad St., Bldg. 2, Round 
Rock. 512-218-5499.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/bacacenter

10 Children’s Valentine’s Day party
The Brushy Creek Municipal Utility 

District hosts a Valentine’s Day–themed party 
for neighborhood children featuring snacks, 
activities and bounce houses. 11 a.m.–
12:30 p.m. Free. Little Village Park, 16802 
Whitebrush Loop, Austin. 512-255-7871,  
ext. 218. www.bcmud.org

12 Fire safety workshop
Lt. Michael Heard of the Round Rock 

Fire Department leads a program on the topic 
of fire safety. The workshop is open to the 
general public. 11–11:45 a.m. Free. Allen R. 
Baca Center, 301 W. Bagdad St., Bldg. 2, 
Round Rock. 512-218-5499.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/bacacenter

13 Parents Night Out
The Brushy Creek Municipal Utility 

District provides an evening of activities, 
dinner, crafts, games, snacks and a movie 
for children to allow parents an opportunity 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Advance 
registration is required, and space is 
limited. 5:30–10:30 p.m. $12 (member), $15 
(resident), $25 (nonresident). Brushy Creek 
Community Center, 16318 Great Oaks Drive, 
Round Rock. 512-255-7871, ext. 218.  
www.bcmud.org

13 Villain-tine Party
The Round Rock Public Library hosts 

a party for youths ages 12–18. Attendees can 
celebrate Valentine’s Day by dressing as a 
favorite villain. The event features games and 
food. The party takes place after the library 
closes for the day, so attendees should use 
the Sheppard Street entrance. 6–8 p.m. Free. 

Round Rock Public Library, 216 E. Main St., 
Round Rock. 512-218-7012.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

14 Heart to Heart Run
The second annual fundraiser for 

NYOS Charter School includes a 5K and 
a 1K fun run/walk. The registration fee 
includes a T-shirt, and all fees support 
NYOS instructional programs. NYOS 
is a free, open-enrollment school near 
Pflugerville serving approximately 920 
students in grades pre-K through 12. 9 
a.m. (fun run), 9:30 a.m. (timed 5K). $25 
(preregistration open until Feb. 7), $30 
(race day). Northeast Metropolitan Park, 
15500 Sun Light Near Way, Pflugerville. 
512-583-6967. www.nyos.org

14 Muslim women association 
program

The Austin chapter of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Women Association presents the program 
Lessons of Love and Peace from Faith. 
Refreshments are served after the program. 
The meeting is only open to women, and 
RSVPs are encouraged. 2–4 p.m. Free. 800 
Deep Wood Drive, Round Rock.  
512-619-4509. www.amcaustin.org

19 Finances workshop
The Baca Center presents Making 

Your Money Last, a workshop designed 
to help community members plan for 
retirement. Attendees can learn how to 
analyze your sources of income, understand 
income distribution and develop investment 
strategies. 9–10:45 a.m. Allen R. Baca 
Center, 301 W. Bagdad St., Bldg. 2, Round 
Rock. 512-218-5499.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/bacacenter

22 Noah’s Wings 5K
The run/walk benefits the Noah 

Rodriguez Memorial Scholarship Fund for 
Pflugerville ISD graduates. Participants 
have an opportunity to win prizes and 
medals. Runners of all skill levels are 
encouraged to participate. 1 p.m. $10 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 B

ru
sh

y 
C

re
ek

  M
un

ic
ip

al
 U

til
it

y 
D

is
tr

ic
t

C
o

ur
te

sy
 R

o
un

d
 R

o
ck

 P
ub

lic
 L

ib
ra

ry
C

o
ur

te
sy

 P
flu

g
er

vi
lle

 P
ub

lic
 L

ib
ra

ry

C
o

ur
te

sy
 J

ul
ie

 A
tc

hl
ey



Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • February 2015 FEATURES  33

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Round Rock, 
Pflugerville and Hutto events at  
impactnews.com/rph-calendar.

To have Round Rock, Pflugerville and 
Hutto events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online 
by the second Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Imagine 2015
Guests can browse paintings, drawings, photography, sculpture, ceramics, 
fibers, computer-based art, mixed-media and other art by Round Rock– and 

Austin-area artists as well as listen to music. The seventh annual event is presented by 
Round Rock Arts. Attendees are encouraged to RSVP by Feb. 20 by email at events@
roundrockarts.org or by phone. 7–9:30 p.m. $10. Texas State University Round Rock 
campus, 1555 University Blvd., Round Rock. 512-218-7099. www.roundrockarts.org

Featured Event
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(grades 1–5), $13 (grades 6–12), $16 
(adult). Lake Pflugerville, 18216 Weiss 
Lane, Pflugerville. www.facebook.com/
noahrodriguezmemorialscholarship.  
NRMSF@yahoo.com

27 Spurs & Sapphires Gala
The Chaparral Women’s Club 

celebrates 45 years of service to the residents 
of Williamson County with a fundraiser 
benefiting Williamson County charities. 
Attendees can partake in live and silent 
auctions, barn games and washers, fajitas, beer 
and wine, live music, and a DJ and dancing. 
Country chic attire is suggested. 6–10:30 p.m. 
$65 (per person). Lone Oak Barn, 1810 N. CR 
122, Round Rock. www.rrchaps.org. 
 information@rrchaps.org. 

28 Hutto Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Awards Gala

The event includes auctions, entertainment, 
dinner and awards for local business owners 
in 2014. Suggested attire is cowboy chic. 5 
p.m. $50. United Heritage Center at The Dell 
Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round 
Rock. 512-759-4400. www.huttochamber.com

28 Fire safety program
The Round Rock Fire Department 

presents the Star Wars Fire Safety Program 
for elementary school–age children and 
their families. Posing as characters from 
the classic film “Star Wars,” members of 
the department provide attendees with 
helpful fire safety tips. 10–11 a.m. Free. 
Round Rock Public Library, 216 E. Main 
St., Round Rock. 512-218-7012.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

28 Steel drum presentation
Author and musician Angela Smith 

presents a program on the history of the steel 
drum, a percussion instrument created by 
accident by young boys in Trinidad who were 
descendants of African slaves. Smith performs 
a few musical pieces and allows attendees 
to play the instrument as well. 2 p.m. Free. 
Pflugerville Public Library, 1008 W. Pfluger St., 
Pflugerville. 512-990-6375.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov

March

04 Music on Main Street series 
opener

The city of Round Rock presents a family-
friendly free music series from March through 
May. The inaugural act is Cienfuegos, a 
varying ensemble of up to eight musicians 
who perform Latin styles with a focus on 
traditional Cuban forms, such as son, bolero, 
guajira and cha-cha. Food vendors are on-
site. 6–8 p.m. Free. Prete Main Street Plaza 
Stage, 221 E. Main St., Round Rock.  
512-218-5447

Compiled by Richard Guerrero
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MLK Day of Service

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Each year the United Way of Williamson 
County hosts the MLK Day of Service, 
pairing volunteers with organizations 
throughout the county to honor the legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. More than 
a dozen organizations took place in the 
event Jan. 19, including AGE of Central 
Texas, whose volunteers helped serve food, 

cook, decorate, visit and play games with 
members.

1  Seven-year-old Grace Phelan helps 
serve food at AGE of Central Texas as part 
of United Way’s MLK Day of Service.

2  Samnel Hugo Dalsbo (right) helps 

serve at AGE of Central Texas in Round 
Rock. The event helped to socialize children 
with senior citizens, according to event 
organizers.

3  Lloyd Bell gets help on his puzzles 
from volunteers Heather Schorr (center) 
and Kessy Schorr.

2

1

3

Compiled by Scott Thomas 
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MLK walk and celebration

The Black History Organization of Round 
Rock, along with Round Rock ISD and 
the Round Rock Parks and Recreation 
Department, held the MLK Walk and 
Celebration on Jan. 17. The 15-minute walk 
began at C.D. Fulkes Middle School and 
ended at the Allen R. Baca Center. 

1  Marchers walk down Round Rock 
Avenue to celebrate the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. on Jan. 17.

2  Ren Kaimer (left) and Saimaya  
Long-Tessfaye display their posters  
in celebration of King. 

3  Betty Smiley Gibson sings to  
the crowd during a solo performance.

4  The drumline from RRISD participated 
in the march. The event was cosponsored 
by RRISD.

1

43

2



Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • February 2015 FEATURES  35

Candy Corner’s sweet 
treats
Candy Corner sells a variety of candies, 
sweets and other goodies. These are 
some of its best-selling items:

• Saltwater taffy
• Jelly Bellies
• Old-fashioned stick candy
• Goo-Goo clusters
• Novelty candies
• Frozen treats

From left: Janet Widmer, Matt Widmer and Kim Kubala of Creative Touch and Candy Corner said they 
credit the family’s unique sensibilities to the store’s success and longevity.
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Creative Touch and 
Candy Corner
Owners credit success to customer service

I n the past three decades, Creative 
Touch in Hutto has been able to 
expand along with the city’s growth 

because of a focus on customer service 
and a constant updating of an inventory 
of specialty items that appeal to its wide-
ranging group of customers, owners Janet 
and Matt Widmer said.

Founded in 1981 by Janet, Creative 
Touch began as an interior decorating 
business that offered a few specialty items 
to grab customers’ attention. In 1992, 
Widmer opened a storefront on the corner 
of East Street and Hwy. 79 in Hutto’s 
historic district to include a gift shop. The 
store expanded again in 2009 when her 
son Matt became the business’s manager 
and co-owner.

Creative Touch expanded a third time in 
2011 when the family purchased the space 
next to their shop and opened Candy 
Corner, which sells a variety of packaged 
and bulk candy. 

“Things have changed over the years, 
changed with the times,” Janet said. 
“When the economy went down, we went 
to [selling] more and more gifts. And it’s 
amazing what that little candy room did to 
bring customers into the store.”

The shop now has more than 1,800 
square feet of space in which it offers a 
variety of gifts, including jewelry, seasonal 
decorations, specialty food items, toys, 
children’s gifts and clothes, cookware and 

home decor.
Kim Kubala, Janet’s daughter and Cre-

ative Touch’s longtime senior manager and 
buyer, said the store’s merchandise changes 
regularly even as Creative Touch sticks 
with lines that have been constant sellers 
through the shop’s 23 years in business. 

“Customer service is at the forefront 
of all we do here,” Kubala said “We have 
many regular patrons that come in to see 
what we have that’s new, so we make sure 
we have an updated selection of high-qual-
ity items available.” 

Matt said the inventory at Creative 
Touch is different from what can be found 
in big-box stores, as the family is always on 
the hunt for specialty items that appeal to 
its customers.

“As we added more gifts and a better 
selection, our customer base has broad-
ened,” Matt said. “We have established 
long-term relationships with many of the 
people who shop here. We think about our 
demographics. That’s one of the reasons 
we have been successful.” 

Janet said the family also goes a long 
way in helping Creative Touch stand out in 
a crowd.

“We all enjoy what we are doing—we 
don’t look at this as work,” she said. “I 
think that is reflected in the attitude of the 
shop and the experience our customers get 
when they visit us.”

BUSINESS

Creative Touch’s best sellers
Creative Touch sells thousands of 
items, but these are the store’s four 
best-selling lines:

• Consuela handbags (about $30 to 
$495)—Colorful purses of varying 
shapes and sizes are made of a mix 
of vinyl fabrics and embellished with 
Mexican embroidery. 

• Tyler Candles (about $2.50 to 
$20)—Made in Tyler in northeast 
Texas, each product features unique 
scents and wax blends in distinctive 
packaging. 

• LottiDotties jewelry (about $7.95 
to $25)—An interchangeable jewelry 
system features magnetic inserts 
inlaid with glass, rhinestone crystals 
and decorative metals. 

• Primitives by Kathy signs (about 
$9.95 to $49.95)—The black-and-
white signs feature humorous 
messages intended to enliven home 
décor. 

Jelly Belly candies are among the most popular offer-
ings at Candy Corner. 

Hard-stick candy is another popular offering. The 
store offers hundreds of different types of candy.

Creative Touch offers a variety of purses, lotions, 
home decorations and wedding gifts.

By Steve Habel

Creative Touch and Candy Corner
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1660103 East St., Hutto
512-759-1088
www.creativetouch-designandgifts.com
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–  
5 p.m., and Sun. 12 p.m.–5 p.m.

FLU & COLD SEASON IS HERE!
With NO WAIT time to be seen by a doctor, you can skip the 
hospital waiting room and trust Cedar Park Emergency Center.

3620 E. Whitestone Blvd. * Cedar Park, TX * 78613 * (512) 260-2732 * www.CedarParkEmergencycenter.com

* Emergency care for adults & children

* Open 365 days a year / 24 hours a day

* Immediate service & test results

* On-site imaging & lab processing

* Locally owned & operated

c p e c*   *  *
open 24/7
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DON’T WORRY
WE’LL SAVE YOU ONE

Energize, Enlighten, Enjoy!
A  D A Y  F O R  W O M E N

Saturday, March 7, 2015  •  1 – 4 p.m.
Seton Medical Center Williamson

201 Seton Parkway • Round Rock, TX 78665

Join us for a day of FREE fitness, 
inspiration and fun!

• Spring fashion show  
• Healthy cooking demonstrations
• Physician presentations
• Spa treatments and chair massage
• Fitness, yoga and meditation classes  
• Exhibitor expo and door prizes

Presented by:

Register today at goodhealth.com/ignite 
or call 512-324-4804 for more information.
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Austin Multi-Sport
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Tom Ruthven’s Austin Multi-Sport offers bicycle repairs, tuneups and fittings. Ruthven said fitting a 
bicycle to a person’s riding position is key to enjoying cycling and the bike’s performance.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

JJ
 V

el
as

q
ue

z

Austin Multi-Sport
Round Rock equipment shop aims to expand

T om and Lara Ruthven are parlay-
ing a lifelong love of athletics into 
a local enterprise they said they 

hope will help people lead active lifestyles.
The Ruthvens began Austin Multi-Sport 

in June 2013. The business offers gear and 
other retail items for swimming, cycling 
and running, and the Ruthvens offer 
triathlon training as well as suspension 
training, a type of exercise using body-
weight resistance.

Tom said the business is cultivating a 
reputation for providing cycling expertise.

“I think we have one of the finest repair 
and service shops for bikes in all of Cen-
tral Texas,” Tom said.

Austin Multi-Sport offers services for 
cyclists ranging from those who enjoy rid-
ing as a pastime to those who compete in 
Ironman competitions.

The shop’s bike-fitting service accom-
modates different kinds of bicycles, such 
as youth, mountain, road bikes and com-
muter bicycles, Tom said.

“If you’re just starting for the first time 
or you’re an experienced rider, having the 
bike fit properly is very important, and 
we’re very good at that,” he said.

Tom and his staff are available to offer 
advice to customers who have mechani-
cal issues or technical questions about the 

performance of their bicycle, he said.
Lacking the technical knowledge 

required to maintain a bicycle can often 
make cycling less enjoyable, Tom said.

“A lot of [repairs], they just come in, and 
it’s an easy fix,” he said. “You teach them a 
couple of quick tips in the parking lot, and 
they’re much happier when they’re out 
doing their own thing.”

Running shoes and gear for swimming 
and triathlons—such as wet suits, goggles 
and triathlon swimsuits—are also offered.

Initially the business was more tailored 
to competitive athletes, but Tom said he 
gets the most enjoyment out of promoting 
a healthy way of living.

“It’s about getting an individual healthy 
and active,” he said.

Tom said Austin Multi-Sport has high 
expectations for 2015. The business plans 
to focus on getting the word out about its 
offerings to increase its clientele.

Plans in the new year include offering 
a broader array of bikes, including more 
family-oriented bicycles.

The business will continue adding to its 
selection and is looking for a site to host 
youth triathlon training sessions, he said.

“That’s where we are headed,” Tom said. 
“2015 will be a good year.”

BUSINESS

1011 Gattis School Road, Ste. 100,  
Round Rock
512-296-2696
www.austinmultisport.com
Hours: Tue.–Fri. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. noon–5 p.m.

Bike trails in the area
Austin Multi-Sport co-owner and operator Tom Ruthven said he recommends the area’s trail 
system for cycling safely without having to use local streets. 

The Lake Pflugerville Trail is 2.9 miles of crushed granite. It trailheads at the south parking lot 
of Lake Pflugerville. 

The Brushy Creek Regional Trail, located in Williamson County, is a 6.75-mile trail running 
from east of Great Oaks Drives in Round Rock to US 183 in Cedar Park. The trail runs through 
several parks. Hours are from sunrise to sunset.

The Ruthven’s shop offers gear for swimming, 
running, cycling and triathlon competitions.

Austin Multi-Sport offers new bicycles varying in 
price and accommodating different levels of cyclists.

By JJ Velasquez
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Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

Tina Philip, DO
Family Medicine

• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations 
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health
• Board Certi� ed    

512.252.1505 www.parkwayprimarycare.com

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112  •  P� ugerville

18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • P� ugerville
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512.379.6090
LEANDER & ROUND ROCK

  

collinsadi.com

EXCEPTIONAL  
CARE  &  INNOVATIVE  
TREATMENT

New Round Rock Office  
Opening in March 2015

Forrest Creek Medical Center

Board-Certified Dermatology for all ages &  skin types, offering 
the latest in laser technology, skin cancer treatment &  a variety 
of cosmetic services backed by medical principles &  expertise.

MORE INFORMATION: 512-594-0375 AND THEPFOUNDATION.ORG

SPEAKEASY SPONSOR
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center 

BLIND TIGER SPONSORS
Huckabee Architects 
PBK Architects

CHARLESTON SPONSORS
Bartlett Cocke General Contractors 
Community Impact 
Pfl ugerville Community Development Corporation 

MOONSHINE SPONSORS
American Constructors 
CJG Engineering Associates 

LOBBYIST SPONSORS
Andrews Kurth LLP
Dr. Farrah Orthodontics
Gil Engineering Associates
H-E-B
Pfl uger Architects
Pfl ugerville Chamber of Commerce
Pfl ugerville TSTA/NEA
The Roost-Live Music Venue
Tiemann Land and Cattle Inc.

Thank you 
PFLUGERVILLE EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION GALA SPONSORS

Serving 48 counties in Texas

Farm or Ranch 
Operating Expenses

Purchasing 
Equipment

Purchasing 
Recreational Property

Buying, Refinancing 
or Building a Country Home

Purchasing 
Rural Real Estate

Financing 
for Agribusiness

PIECE of TEXAS
Financing Your

Round Rock Credit Office

LoneStarAgCredit.com  |  512.966.6690 Nathan Winstead, Vice President 
NMLS# 1111714

WE’VE OPENED 
A NEW CREDIT OFFICE IN ROUND ROCK.  

COME VISIT US! 

Round Rock_Community Impact_General ad_5x6_color.indd   1 8/11/2014   4:27:42 PM



Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • February 2015 FEATURES  39

Moonie’s Burger House

Windermere Dr.

Pecan St.

Heatherwilde Blvd.

After Mike Corso took over Moonie’s Burger House in 2012 he introduced a creation center where cus-
tomers can customize their burgers.

Mike Corso (left) own Moonie’s Burger House in Pflugerville. 
Manager Tim Barker helps oversee the business.

Moonie’s Burger House offers onion rings ($2.99) and other 
sides to accompany its sandwiches.

The Texan ($6.59) is a melt burger with a 7 ounce all-beef 
patty, jalapenos, barbecue sauce and cheddar cheese.
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Moonie’s Burger House
Restaurateur emphasizes fresh ingredients

Owner Mike Corso said he takes 
pride in the fresh ingredients 
Moonie’s Burger House in 

Pflugerville serves.
Corso has freshly ground meat delivered 

daily to the store and then formed into 
patties, he said. Sauces and dressings are 
made in-house, and produce is hand cut.

His attention to detail and community 
presence are what set him apart from most 
burger restaurants, he said.

“I don’t look at places like Sonic and 
Dairy Queen as competitors,” Corso 
said. “We do fresh products, and we’re 
community-focused.”

In the past two years Moonie’s Burger 
House has catered events for Relay For 
Life, the Rotary Club of Pflugerville and 
Pflugerville ISD, Corso said.

Moonie’s began in Cedar Park in late 
2005. Each of the four locations has 
since received new owners with Corso 
taking ownership of the Pflugerville 
location in 2012.

Corso said he has expanded the menu 
to include more specialty burgers—such 
as the Southern Comfort, a pulled-pork-
topped hamburger. Some specialty burg-
ers, such as the Texan, became instant 
favorites among Moonie’s customers, he 
said. It is now a fixture on the menu. 

In recent years the restaurant has 
added a toasted butter bun, a wheat 
bun and Texas toast, Corso said. The 
restaurant is also experimenting with a 
gluten-free bun, he said.

Corso introduced a burger creation 

center after he started running the busi-
ness. Customers can choose from a variety 
of toppings, sauces and buns to make their 
own burgers, and as many as three patties 
can be ordered for one burger.

Corso said the restaurant is in the 
midst of renovation. The interior is 
being painted and remodeled and will 
be receiving new signage.

“Six months from now we will be 
looking like a brand-new place,” he said.

Corso has been in the restaurant 
industry since high school and graduated 
from culinary school, he said. Corso said 
he gained experience in the restaurant 
business working as an executive chef 
and in other roles for the corporation 
that owns such national chains as Chili’s 
and Macaroni Grill.

He said having the financial knowledge 
to run a restaurant makes him more likely 
to open another type of restaurant. 

“All the fees and permits that go into 
doing this is amazing,” he said. “Those 
were things I really wasn’t exposed to 
[in previous restaurant stints], but it’s 
been a heck of a learning curve.”

Corso said he hopes Moonie’s Burger 
House is the first of many restaurant 
concepts he gets to own and operate. He 
said he has thought about splitting some 
of the Moonie’s square footage into 
a separate venture, such as an Italian 
pizza and sub sandwich restaurant.

“Everything I’ve done in my career 
has led up to being able to do something 
on my own,” he said.

DINING

15803 Windermere Drive, 
Pflugerville
512-670-7631
www.mooniesburgerhouse.com
Hours Mon.–Thu. 10:30a.m.–9:30 
p.m., Fri.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–10 p.m., 
Sun. 10:30 a.m.–8:30 p.m.

By JJ Velasquez

By the numbers

The restaurant employs

The restaurant orders about

8-10 employees

750 pounds of beef 
per week

40

8

pounds of chili 
is sold weekly

homemade dressings 
are available

burger 
varieties

The menu features

17

$2.99
Burgers start at 

www.pfl ugervillesoccer.org
info@pfl ugervillesoccer.org for more information

Now registering for fall soccer!Now registering for fall soccer!

Dec. 15 Online Registration Opens
Jan. 31 Walk up Registration 10am-2pm 
Feb. 2 Online LATE Registration
Feb. 7 Walk up LATE Registration 10am-2pm
Feb. 9 Registration CLOSED

Feb. 14 Field Day (Volunteers Needed)
Feb. 14 Coaches Meeting
Feb. 15 PAYSL Day at Dick’s Sporting Goods 
 P� ugerville (Coupons Available)
Feb. 28 Opening Day!

Walk up registration at Wells Point Soccer Fields behind Spring Hill Elementary

DQ and the ellipse shaped logo are trademarks of Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ®Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. 
Op. Coun., © 2015. © 2015 Great Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.

PLUS TAX

FOR A LIMITED TIME
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Thursday Artist Reception.
“We couldn’t ask for better exposure  on 

Main Street, being across from the library 
and next to City Hall,” Whitfield said.

 Round Rock Arts aims to foster 
the arts in a variety of ways, including 
through the issuance of grants to local art 
nonprofits. The group’s downtown head-
quarters and art gallery, which is called 
ArtSpace, gives artists an opportunity to 
show their work to the public.

“We showcase artists that have never 
shown their artwork anywhere,” Whit-
field said. “It’s so exciting to see their faces 
at the reception when they have invited 
their families and friends.”

 Round Rock Arts also hosts major 
events, such as the annual Chalk Walk 
and “Imagine,” and puts on workshops for 
painting and drawing.

 Round Rock Arts has grown every year 
and now has two full-time employees: 
Scot Wilkinson, whose job as the city of 
Round Rock executive director for the 
arts aligns with Round Rock Arts, and 
Christina Rudofsky, whose job is fully 
dedicated to the group. For her part, 
Rudofsky said her previous life experi-
ences motivated her to work for Round 
Rock Arts.

“I was in New York, and I was inun-
dated with gorgeous art,” she said. “I 
wanted the same thing here.”

By Gene Davis

Round Rock Area Arts Council
Organization seeks to promote creativity in the city

Scot Wilkinson (center), executive director for the arts for the city of Round Rock, celebrates the artists of the 
Cordovan Art School, whose works are on display at ArtSpace.

Artist Mira Prince displays one of her works “Teton Summer” at ArtSpace.

Artist Cecilia Bramhall has numerous oils on display 
at ArtSpace.

Ardelle Fisher shows two of her pieces at ArtSpace.

K ris Whitfield, president of the 
Round Rock Area Arts Council, 
said when she first moved to 

Round Rock, Austin served as the city’s 
artistic amenity package.

Although Whitfield, who also sits on 
City Council, said she enjoyed living in 
Round Rock, she said she would typi-
cally drive to Austin to enjoy the arts. But 
Whitfield said now that Round Rock’s 
population exceeds 100,000 and boasts 
a vibrant downtown, the city no longer 
relies on Austin’s culture. And, due in 
part to the work of the Round Rock Area 
Arts Council, an organization aimed at 
transforming the area to a thriving arts 
and culture scene, she said Round Rock 
residents especially do not need to drive to 
Austin to enjoy the arts.

“We shouldn’t have to go to Austin for 
everything,” she said. “We have plenty of 
artists right here. I just think we have so 
much talent, and we see it here every day.”

Whitfield helped form the Round Rock 
Area Arts Council, which is also known as 
Round Rock Arts. Although several other 
prominent community members had 
previously tried to start similarly minded 
organizations, Whitfield said none of 
those groups built much momentum.

Round Rock Arts started as a commit-
tee of the Round Rock Chamber  
of Commerce. 

A trip to Abilene, where the Abilene 
Cultural Affairs Council helped transform 
the city’s downtown through the arts, by 
Whitfield and fellow committee members 
provided a big inspiration to the group, 
she said.

 Shortly after returning from the trip, 
Round Rock Arts received a momentum 
boost when the city leased a prime down-
town brick and mortar location to the 
group for $1 per year. Dubbed ArtSpace, 
it hosts exhibitions during the First 
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231 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-689-2450 www.roundrockarts.org
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IN THE ARTS
A look at the creative culture in the northern suburbs.

 JOIN THE
  FORCE AGAINST
LUNG CANCER
AUSTIN, TX FEBRUARY 28, 2015  |  5K WALK @ DELL DIAMOND
REGISTER AT LUNGFORCE.ORG/WALK

ArtSpace
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‘Imagine’
On Feb. 28 at 7 p.m., an exhibit hosted 
by Round Rock Arts will bring together 
art and music at the Texas State 
University Round Rock campus.

“Imagine” will span the Avery Building’s 
three floors and include what Round 
Rock Arts President Kris Whitfield 
described as “a huge juried art show.” 
The event will also feature live music and 
dessert stations throughout the building. 
Each attendee age 21 or older will 
receive a ticket for a free glass of wine.

“Imagine” will also have a separate VIP 
room with catered food and its own live 
music.

A general admission ticket to “Imagine” 
costs $10, and VIP tickets for a couple 
cost $250. Tickets can be purchased at 
http://roundrockarts.org/events/imagine.

Other special events
In addition to “Imagine,” Round Rock Arts 
helps put on a number of notable events. 
These events include:

Chalk Walk: The highest-attended event 
hosted by the Round Rock Area Arts 
Council brought in approximately 36,000 
visitors in 2014, Whitfield said. As the 
group’s website states, the chalk walk is 
the Round Rock Arts’ version of Italian 
street painting. The Chalk Walk is  
Oct. 2–3.

First Thursdays: The event highlights 
the visual artists displaying their work in 
ArtSpace for the month. First Thursdays, 
which are held on the first Thursday of a 
month, also typically features live music and 
a reception hosted by a local business.

Empty Bowls Festival: Each child in a 

certain grade within Round Rock ISD 
makes a ceramic bowl that is then sold 
at a soup and bread luncheon. All of the 
money made during the event goes to the 
Round Rock Area Serving Center, 1099 E. 
Main St. The event this year is being held 
April 11.

Fish fry: Attendees can eat fried fish 
made by the husband of a local artist and 
Round Rock Arts board member. The 
event also features an art auction and will 
be held in late 2015.

Take a Seat and Have a Ball contests: 
These contests, respectively, invite people 
to decorate a seat and a baseball however 
they want. The entry period for Have a Ball 
is March 15–April 15, and the entry period 
for Take a Seat is to be determined.

Information on all these events and more 
can be found at www.roundrockarts.org

Volunteer and donate
Although Round Rock Arts now has a 
dedicated full-time employee, Whitfield 
said the group still heavily relies on help 
from volunteers. 

“It takes a lot of volunteers to run this 
place,” she said. 

Whitfield said the volunteers range from 
artists to new Round Rock residents look-
ing for a way to meet people. Volunteers 
at ArtSpace only work two-hour shifts, 
Whitfield said.

Volunteers are also needed to sit on com-
mittees and help manage events.

Furthermore, donations are tax deductible 
and can be made at roundrockarts.org/
opportunities

Anyone interested in volunteering can call 
Christina Rudofsky at 512-218-7099.

What’s going on

1  The “Imagine” event Feb. 28  will be hosted 
at the Avery Building at 1555 University Blvd. 
on the Texas State University Round Rock 
Campus.

2  A resident works on a drawing at Chalk 
Walk, hosted annually by the Round Rock Area 
Arts Council.

3  Residents display their creative skills at a 
First Thursday Art Reception at ArtSpace.

4  An art project from Take a Seat and Have 
a Ball. 
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Dozens of films and TV shows, from small indie passion projects to blockbusters with budgets in the hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars have been shot in and around Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto. These are just a few of the major and 
minor motion pictures and television shows that used Austin’s northern suburbs.

In Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto

42  

Compiled by Scott Thomas 
Design by Pamela Richard

Year released: 1974
Location: Round Rock
Director: Tobe Hooper
Stars: Marilyn Burns, Edwin Neal, Allen  
Danziger 
Production notes: The original location of the 
film’s shoot was on Quick Hill Road just out-
side of Round Rock, south of where SH 45 N is 
today. The house used for the shoot has since 
been restored and moved to Kingsland.
Photo courtesy Vortex Film Productions

“The Texas Chainsaw Massacre”

Year released: 1982
Location: Pflugerville
Director: Colin Higgins
Stars: Dolly Parton, Burt Reynolds
Production notes: The main house in the movie, the Chicken 
Ranch, is a private residence in Pflugerville. 
Photo courtesy Universal Pictures

“Best Little Whorehouse in Texas”

“The Big Green”

Year released: 1995
Location: Pflugerville
Director: Holly Goldberg Sloan
Stars: Steve Guttenberg, Jay O. Sanders
Photo courtesy Walt Disney Pictures

Year released: 1984
Locations: Round Rock, Pflugerville
Directors: Joel and Ethan Coen
Stars: John Getz, Frances  
McDormand
Production notes: This is the first fea-
ture film from the Coen Brothers, who 
would return to Texas to shoot films, 
such as “No Country for Old Men” and 
“True Grit.”
Photo courtesy River Road Productions

“Blood Simple”

Independent filmmakers eye 
Round Rock, Pflugerville and 

Hutto for movie shoots
The movie scene in Central Texas is not just productions coming 

into the area, filming and moving out. There is a lot of filmmaking talent 
in the Austin metro area, with plenty of it to be found in Round Rock, 
Pflugerville and Hutto.

Mehul Shah said when the crew of the indie movie “Bug,” which he 
is producing, needed a small-town feel they found that in Hutto.

“We got really lucky and found a great church willing to help us with 
locations,” Shah said. “Bringing a film to Hutto helped bring out the lo-
cal excitement. … People wanted to be a part of something like that.”

Shah was able to recruit Texas talent for the project, including 
actor Gene Jones, whose credits include “No Country for Old Men” 
and “Boardwalk Empire,” as well as newcomer Clara Blankenship, a 
12-year-old actress from Flower Mound.

Shah said he worked with the Texas Film Commission in location 
scouting.

“They were the primary reason we found [Hutto],” Shah said. “We 
were looking for a home we could take over with our own set and 
decor, and [the commission] had this listing in Hutto that we loved the 
background of. They were really instrumental.” 

Leah Weinberger is the director of development at Edgen Films 
in Round Rock. Edgen Films 
has produced movies such as 
“Shadow People” and “Bigfoot 
Wars,” which can be found in 
video stores and Redbox. She 
said she thinks film production 
will only increase in the north 
Austin suburbs.

“[Central Texas’ independent 
film scene] is growing; it’s ex-
panding; absolutely, more local 
and independent film is being 
made every year,” she said.

Cast and crew on the set of “Bug,” an indepen-
dent feature film shot in and around Hutto.
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2000s1990s 2010s

Year released: 2000
Location: Round Rock 
Director: Donald Petrie
Stars: Sandra Bullock, Michael 
Caine, William Shatner
Photo courtesy Castle Rock Entertainment

Year released: 2003
Location: Pflugerville
Director: Tim McCanlies
Stars: Michael Caine, Robert Duvall, Haley Joel Osment
Production notes: The shoot used nearby Cele Store in Man-
or as the location of a fight scene between Duvall and some 
locals. Janice Fuchs, who has worked at the store for 38 
years after her parents bought it, said her father, who owned 
the store at the time, was an extra. The movie used a nearby 
farmhouse as the exterior for the character’s main residence. 
Photo courtesy New Line Cinema

Year released: 2014
Location: Pflugerville
Director: Michael Bay
Stars: Kelsey Grammer, Mark Wahlberg
Production notes: Local firefighters rushed to the 
filming location after a fire broke out in a home the 
crew was using to shoot a scene. The 100-year-old 
home was saved.
Photo courtesy Paramount Pictures

Year released: 1998
Location: Pflugerville
Director: Richard Linklater
Stars: Ethan Hawke, 
Matthew McConaughey
Photo courtesy 20th Century Fox

Year released: 1993
Location: Pflugerville
Director: Lasse Hallström
Stars: Johnny Depp, Leonardo 
DiCaprio
Photo courtesy Paramount Pictures

Year released: 2006
Locations: Round 
Rock, Pflugerville
Director: Mike 
Judge
Stars: Luke Wilson, 
Maya Rudolph, Terry 
Crews
Photo courtesy 20th 
Century Fox
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Sources: Internet Movie Database, Texas Film Commission

Year released: 2014
Location: Hutto
Directors: Various
Stars: D.J. Cotrona, Eiza González, Zane Holtz
Production notes: Hutto restaurant The Texan 
Café served as the backdrop of a scene.
Photo courtesy Imagine Television

“What’s Eating 
Gilbert Grape”

“The Newton Boys”

“Miss Congeniality”
“Secondhand Lions” 

Year released: 2002
Location: Hutto
Director: Spike Lee
Stars: Rosario Dawson, Philip Seymour Hoffman,  
Edward Norton
Photo courtesy 25th Hour Productions, 40 Acres and a Mule

“25th Hour”

Year released: 2002
Location: Round Rock
Director: John Lee Han-
cock
Stars: Dennis Quaid
Production notes: The 
fictional Hurham Bulls 
home stadium was the 
recently completed Dell 
Diamond, home to the 
Round Rock Express.
Photo courtesy Walt Disney 
Pictures

“The Rookie”

Year released: 2006
Locations: Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto
Directors: Various
Stars: Connie Britton, Kyle Chandler, Taylor Kitsch
Production notes: The Pflugerville Panthers’ football field served as the backdrop for 
the fictional Dillon Panthers in the pilot. The location moved to Del Valle when the real 
Panthers needed the field for practice. The show also incorporated game footage from 
the local team into the show.
Photo courtesy Imagine Television

“Friday Night Lights”

Year released: 2009
Location: Round Rock
Director: Marcus Nispel
Stars: Danielle Panabaker, Jared Padalecki

“Friday the 13th”

“Idiocracy”

“From Dusk Till Dawn,” Season 1

“Transformers: Age of Extinction”
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© 2015 Ashton Woods Homes. All rights reserved. All trademarks herein, including Ashton Woods, the “AW” logo, 
and the “AW Ashton Woods” logo, are the property of Ashton Woods Homes and may not be used without express 
written permission. In an effort to continuously improve its product, Ashton Woods Homes reserves the right to 

change plans, specifications and pricing without notice in its sole discretion. Square footage is approximate and window, floor 
and ceiling elevations are approximate, subject to change without prior notice or obligation and may vary by plan elevation 
and/or community. Special wall and window treatments, upgraded flooring, fireplace surrounds, landscape and other 
features in and around the model homes are designer suggestions and not included in the sales price. All renderings, color 
schemes, floor plans, maps and displays are artists’ conceptions and are not intended to be an actual depiction of the home 
or its surroundings. Basements are available subject to site conditions. Home site premiums may apply. Please see Sales 
Representative for additional information. *Most trusted Builder in America™ – Two Years Running. Lifestory Research 2013 
and 2014 Most Trusted Builder in America Studiessm. 1.15

DESIGN
PERSONALIZATION
POSSIBILITIES

The Retreat at Town Centre Cottages 
Single-family homes 
from the low $200s

512.436.9733
ashtonwoods.com

2105 Town Centre Drive 
Round Rock, TX 78664

Monday – Saturday 
10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Sunday 
Noon to 6:00 PM

NOW OPEN 
On AW Grimes between 45 and 
Gattis School Rd.

AUS15_002_TCCottages_Impact_Ad.indd   1 1/23/15   10:27 AM

FirstTexasBank.net

Georgetown
900 S. Austin Ave.
512-863-2567

Georgetown
5321 Williams Dr.
512-869-8910

Pfl ugerville
1600 West Pecan
512-251-7889

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Rd.
512-259-2443

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Ave.
512-255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr.
512-246-6010

Sun City
480 Del Webb Blvd.
512-864-0379

Liberty Hill
721 Highway 183
512-778-5757

Why First Texas Bank?
“In 1999 First Texas Bank loaned us the money to purchase our fi rst 

3 locations when no big national bank would.  Since then, we have built 
a great business relationship that has helped us grow to where we are 
today.”

David John, 
Subway 

Franchisee, 
with his 

First Texas 
Bank 

partner: 
Rene Flores

today.”
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M arilyn Berglund said she can 
remember when, decades ago, 
some services at New Sweden 

Evangelical Lutheran Church were still 
held in Swedish. 

Baptized at the church 85 years ago, 
Berglund is one of the oldest members 
of the 139-year-old New Sweden church 
organization. Her grandfather, Gustaf 
Berglund, was a minister there from 
1886 to 1889. 

New Sweden is an iconic vestige of a 
pocket of Swedish settlers who moved 
to the area east of Pflugerville in 19th 
century. Several Swedish settlements in the 
area included New Sweden, Carlson, Lund 
and Manda. 

The original church no longer exists—
the current location was built in 1923. And 
New Sweden’s two general stores and post 
office have long since closed, according to 
the Texas Historical Commission.

Yet much of the landscape surrounding 
the church has changed little since Ber-
glund grew up in the area, she said.

“The farmland is the same, but we 
didn’t have gravel roads back then. There 
were just little mud trails and horse and 
buggy,” Berglund said. “Then we got 
gravel roads, and now a lot of the farms 
have been broken up in 10-acre tracts 

Parishioners enter the church for Sunday service. A 
handful of congregants are descendants of the area’s 
Swedish settlers.

A stained-glass window sits above the congrega-
tion in the church’s main hall.

The New Sweden Evangelical Lutheran Church was 
built in 1923 near the spot of the church’s original 
location, which was erected in 1879.

[and] 20-acre tracts.”
Hans Lillejord, the church’s pastor, 

said a handful of congregation members 
are descendants of the area’s Swedish 
settlers, and some church members 
travel from as far as Thrall, Thorndale 
and Austin to attend the church’s full 
calendar of Sunday services.

The church’s distinct pose, with its 
104-foot-tall steeple and green patina, 
has drawn photographers and tourists 
from throughout the world. On one 
occasion, Lillejord said, a tour bus of 
Swedes stopped to visit.

“It’s one of the best hidden secrets 
around,” he said.

Since the early 1950s the area’s concen-
tration of Swedish descendants has slowly 
thinned out, Berglund said. Nevertheless 
the church continues to thrive and still 

holds Swedish-themed services each Dec. 
13 and Christmas Day.

“I’m proud that it is a viable, growing 
church spreading the word of God and 
caring for the community,” Berglund said.

And while the church prospers, so 
do surrounding communities, such as 
Pflugerville, which is expanding eastward 
toward New Sweden. 

Berglund said a real estate developer 
had bought land nearby on FM 973 with 
plans to create a subdivision called New 
Sweden Estates that could feature Swed-
ish-themed street names. 

The development, Berglund said, has 
been on hold for years. She said she is not 
sure if the subdivision will be Swedish-
themed when built, “But I think it is still 
going to happen in the next 10 years,” 
she said.

New Sweden Evangelical Lutheran Church
House of worship registered as historic site; reflects region’s Swedish immigrant past

By David Barer

HISTORY       PFLUGERVILLE

Parishioners listen to music in the New Sweden Evangelical Lutheran Church. Some services were previously held entirely in Swedish.
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Pediatric Dentistry 
of Round Rock
Kelsey Bookmyer, D.D.S.

Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Caring for children 
in Round Rock 

since 2002
• infants – teens 
• parents welcome in treatment rooms
• In-network provider for Delta and Cigna

www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

 I-35

Oakwood 
Blvd.Round 

Rock 
Hospital 620

• sedation dentistry available
•  nitrous oxide
• sealants

(512) 733-5311

New Sweden Evangelical 
Luteran Church

  New Sweden C h u rc
h 

R
d.

973

12809 New Sweden Church Road, Manor
512-281-0056
www.newswedenelca.org

Unique framing of  Art, Objects, Diplomas, 
Awards and Flat Panel Televisions

103 North Railroad Avenue
Pfl ugerville, TX 78660

512-835-6695 
www.wordyisms.com

Mon–Fri. 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

WORDYISMSWORDYISMSWORDYISMS Framing Memories 
Since 1984

� e patriot’s blood is the seed 
of Freedom’s tree

-Thomas Campbell
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Town Center takes root in Cedar Park

Georgetown brews new craft beer experience High demand is making Austin a hotel hotbed

CEDAR PARK In 2014 the Town 
Center shopping plaza at Toll 
183A and Whitestone Boulevard 
in Cedar Park expanded from a 
single Costco store to 16 busi-
nesses. In 2015 the project is still 
growing and continues to encour-
age new development, making Toll 
183A and Whitestone a flourish-
ing retail and restaurant hub.

City leaders said that in 2015 
residents will likely see more busi-
nesses and offices announce their 
arrivals in the Toll 183A corridor 
between New Hope Drive and 
Whitestone.

Town Center’s developer, The 
Ainbinder Co., has announced 
that in 2015 it will open two res-
taurants, Lupe Tortilla and PDQ, 
and at least two more businesses.

Nearby, southwest of Cotton-
wood Creek Trail and Whites-
tone, another new retail center, 
Starwood Oaks, will open in sum-
mer with a Denver Mattress store 

and two restaurants—Masala 
Wok and Five Guys Burgers and 
Fries. Panera Bread will also open 
a new location in March, east of 
Starwood Oaks and just south of 
the 1890 Ranch shopping center, 
southwest of Whitestone and 
Starwood Drive.

More medical facilities are also 
coming to the corridor, such as 
a pediatric facility at Toll 183A 
and Medical Parkway, and a U.S. 
Memory Care assisted-living 
center on C-Bar Ranch Trail.

All the area growth is exceed-
ing the initial expectations of city 
leaders and business owners, said 
Phil Brewer, Cedar Park director 
of economic development.

“It is such a hot area in terms 
of traffic volume and access and 
visibility,” Brewer said.

Every day about 30,000 vehicles 
travel Toll 183A, and 40,000 vehi-
cles travel Whitestone, he said.

“That’s a real attractive area for 

GEORGETOWN This 
spring Georgetown 
beer consumers will be 
able to enjoy local craft 
beer in their pint glasses 
for the first time. 

David Rentschler and 
his son, Andrew, have been 
developing a Georgetown-
based craft beer brewery for 
a few years, and in March 
the two plan to open Rent-
sch Brewery, located at 2500 
NE Inner Loop, Ste. 3105. 

Although the number of breweries 
within the state has been on the rise for 
more than a decade, this will be the first 
brewery for Georgetown. 

“The city is ready for us,” David   
Rentschler said. 

The state is, too, said Charles Vallhonrat, 
executive director of the Texas Craft Brew-
ers Guild, an Austin-based organization 
that works to advance the interest of Texas 
craft beer breweries. 

Craft beer follows traditional brewing 
techniques and typically comes from a 
small and independent brewery.

The Brewers Association, a national 
advocacy organization, has been tracking 
breweries in the midst of the rise in craft 
beer and has seen a significant increase 
in the number of craft breweries in Texas, 

Vallhonrat said. 
“Texas is in a very interesting position,” 

he said. “We have a tremendous amount 
of growth, a tremendous amount of new 
breweries and we have a lot of room.”

According to the association’s data, 
Texas’ size has affected its national ranking 
in comparison with other states, he said. 

In 2013, Texas had 96 craft breweries—
the eighth-highest number in the nation. 
However, the state had a per-capita ratio of 
0.5 breweries per 100,000 adults of drink-
ing age, which ranks 42nd in the nation. 

Craft beer generates about $2.3 bil-
lion annually within Texas, which is the 
second-highest economic impact created 
by the industry in the nation, just less 
than California, according to the Brewers 
Association.
Full story by Kate Morris

AUSTIN The largest hotel 
in Austin history is nearly 
ready to open, marking the 
first of multiple large-scale 
hospitality projects expected 
to debut in 2015 and beyond.

The first guests at the JW 
Marriott Austin, a 1,012-
room hotel along down-
town Congress Avenue, 
arrive Feb. 13. The nearly 
complete project is among 
eight downtown-area hotels 
under construction, and 
numerous other concepts remain in the 
planning stages that could potentially 
double the number of Central Austin 
hotel rooms by 2017. Having nearly 
10,000 downtown-based hotel rooms by 
then could help elevate Austin to new 
opportunities, JW Marriott General Man-
ager Scott Blalock said.

“We compete as much with other 
convention cities as hotels within Austin, 
and we’re opening up Austin to a whole 
new group of conventions we couldn’t host 
before,” Blalock said.

When Hilton Austin—the city’s first con-
vention hotel—opened in 2003, 60 percent 
of all bookings represented new business 
to Austin, according to Robert Watson, the 
hotel’s general manager. JW Marriott offi-
cials also project first-time Austin visitors 

will occupy up to 60 percent of the 512,000 
rooms pre-booked through 2021.

And Austin already is riding a strong 
wave of momentum. For example, when 
Blalock helped launch the last JW Marriott 
property, a 1,005-room convention hotel in 
Indianapolis, the downtown occupancy rate 
barely exceeded 50 percent, he said. Austin, 
on the other hand, ended 2014 with a 72.3 
percent hotel occupancy rate, according to 
STR, a hospitality industry analysis firm. 

In other words, more than seven out of 
every 10 Austin hotel rooms were booked, 
on average, each night in 2014.

“To average more than 70 percent, you 
pretty much have to be sold out Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday,” said 
Jan Freitag, STR vice president of global 
development.
Full story by Joe Lanane

D
av

id
 W

ea
ve

r

Jo
e 

L
an

an
e

D
av

id
 W

ea
ve

r

TOP STORIES

commercial developers, whether 
it’s retail or restaurants or office 
space,” he said.

Previously Cedar Park planners 
envisioned Town Center as the site 
of a new City Hall and mixed-
use, walkable downtown. But in 
2011, Michael Ainbinder, owner 
The Ainbinder Co., proposed a 

traditional retail plaza anchored 
by a big-box store.

Costco was the first busi-
ness to open at Town Center 
in November 2013, and six 
new restaurants southwest 
of Costco opened by sum-
mer 2014. By the end of 2014, 
Town Center included two 

large retailers—Costco and At 
Home—10 restaurants and four 
other businesses.

After Zoës Kitchen opened in 
April, the restaurant was packed 
with customers for months, 
Krista Kharazi-Goljahi, Zoës 
assistant general manager said.
Full story by Stephen Burnett
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DINING

Now Open
GEORGETOWN T. Barksdale 
opened T’s Blues & Tattoos, located 
at 600 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 103, on 
Nov. 2. The tattoo and piercing studio 
offers original designs, cosmetic 
tattooing and $25 piercings. 512-688-
5018. www.tctinpanalley.wix.com/
tsbluesandtattoos  

AUSTIN Located in The Hub, 13945 
N. US 183, Ste. D-170, Charlotte’s 
Saddlery opened in January to offer 
equipment and apparel for horse 
riding as well as fittings, tack repair, 
monogramming, blanket cleaning and 
repair, and boot adjustments. 512-527-
3127. www.charlottes-saddlery.com 

Coming Soon
AUSTIN  Kendra Scott will open 
a store in late spring in The Domain, 
11506 Domain Drive, Ste. 108. The 
location will feature the brand’s Color 
Bar, at which customers can custom-
design jewelry and host parties.  
866-677-7023. www.kendrascott.com 

Expansions
AUSTIN Starting Jan. 12, Noble 
Sandwich Co. offers dinner at all three 
restaurant locations, including 12233 
N. RR 620, Ste. 105. The new hours 
are Mon.–Thu. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. and 
Fri.–Sun. 8 a.m.–9 p.m. 512-382-6248. 
www.noblesandwiches.com 

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

@ Large

Southern’s Pizza & 
Sports Pub

Fresh. Healthy. 
Delivered.

Northwest School 
of MusicLEANDER Personal chefs Janelle and 

Jay Reynolds said they have spent the 
past year traveling and teaching others 
how to cook after starting their home-
based business, @ Large, in 2008. 

Janelle spent several months in 2014 
working for Dinner Lab, a private din-
ing club, which led her to cook in Los 
Angeles, New Orleans and Nashville 
while Jay cooked for @ Large. How-
ever, in late summer Janelle took over 
operating the business as Jay pursued a 
private chef job that led him to upstate 
New York for two months.

“While he was doing that, I was home 
taking care of [our son] Jayce, doing 
any @ Large bookings,” Janelle said. 
“Since early September we have been 
exclusively working @ Large events as 
well as doing a few guest chef jobs for 
private Dinner Lab events.”

The travel experience helped both 
chefs develop new ideas for @ Large, 
Janelle said. 

“We have definitely elevated our style 
of service this year and been able to get 
more creative, not just with the food we 

GEORGETOWN Since opening in 
November 2013, Nelson Adams said he 
has maintained his business dynamic 
of providing healthy lunches through 
Fresh. Healthy. Delivered. but is also 
tweaking things along the way.

“My main focus is to provide a healthy 
[meal] alternative for busy professionals,” 
Adams said. 

In October, Adams began offering cus-
tomers an option to pick up meals. 

Lunch plates are $6.50 per order, and the 
menu changes regularly. Past menu items 
have included red beans and rice, lasagna, 
meatballs and grilled chicken. Whole-
grain breads are baked in-house. 
Full story by Kate Morris

LEANDER Southern’s Pizza & Sports 
Pub in Leander has experienced rising 
popularity since opening in April 2009, 
leading to what co-owner Ben Southern 
said is one good problem for a business.

“The parking lot’s too small,” he said.
On busy nights some Southern’s cus-

tomers can’t find spaces and are forced 
to leave. Southern said he and his wife, 
Abby, hope to relocate the restaurant by 
March to a new building that is under 
construction at the northwest corner of 
County Glen Street and US 183. 

“The [dining area] will be about 10 
feet longer [in front] with the same-size 
width,” he said.
Full story by Stephen Burnett

NORTHWEST AUSTIN In Feb-
ruary, Northwest School of Music 
will offer students the option of 
learning to play the ukulele. 

The school opened in 2004 and offers les-
sons for the cello, clarinet, drums, electric 
bass, flute, guitar, piano, voice, viola and 
violin. Co-owner Scott Cain said the school 
expanded by 1,600 square feet in 2013 when 
it purchased a former chapel next door. 
The extra space allows the school to host 
recitals in a performance hall that seats 90 
people, he said. Classes include pop and 
rock ensemble; chamber music, or a string 
ensemble; and music theory.

The business has 30 instructors, all 
of whom are required to have at least a 
bachelor’s degree in music and teaching 
experience prior to being hired.

“I think that’s a big part of why we’ve 
been so successful,” he said. “The families 
realize very quickly, ‘Wow, this is a very 
special person that my child is studying 
with.’”
Full story by Lyndsey Taylor
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1501 Park Lane, Ste. 102
512-818-0603
www.freshgeorgetown.vpweb.com

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

County Glen St.

B
adgad R

d.

183
1

2

1  Current location: 1805 US 183
2  New location: 1913 US 183

512-259-2699
www.southernspizzaandsportspub.com

512-730-0661
jaynjanelle@gmail.com

183

Pond Springs Rd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

Turtle 
Rock Rd.

8863 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 114
512-258-9785
www.austinacademyofmusic.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 3:30–8:30 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m., closed Sun.
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are serving but the means we are serving 
it, from different ways food is displayed 
to more interesting and interactive ways 
to snack on the food,” she said. 

The past year has also ushered in a new 
branch business for @ Large: commercial 
clients who need food for grand opening 
celebrations. Janelle said as she and Jay 
build custom dishes for each order the 
focus remains on using local sources. 
Full story by Emilie Lutostanski
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University Oaks 
Blvd.

Oakmont Dr.

because of the way [the campuses] came 
down, the two ends came together.”

Ben White, Round Rock Chamber of 
Commerce vice president of economic 
development, said the corridor also has an 
advantage being close to Georgetown and 
Cedar Park.

“You get to draw populations from differ-
ent communities,” he said.

He said Georgetown will benefit from the 
addition of Bass Pro Shops, the corridor’s 
most recent destination retailer opening in 
early summer. He said smaller shops usually 
come after the retailer is built as well.  

Taking in the traffic
Gary Hudder, Round Rock’s transporta-

tion director, said when he first came to the 
job three years ago University was not even 
on the city’s list of projects for the city’s five-
year improvement plan.

“Not only is it now on the list, it’s 
become one of our primary problem 
areas,” Hudder said.

Hudder said University had been increas-
ing in congestion for a while, and after the 
economy improved traffic escalated rapidly.

“We don’t see any letdown because that’s 
the natural area of our future growth in the 
community,” he said.

According to a traffic study conducted by the 
city, in 2012 approximately 34,300 cars drove 

University
Continued from | 1

48

of development
In the case of University Boulevard, one major development seemed to follow another over 
the course of about 10 years. This graphic shows when major developments came and how 
they impacted the region. 

1.Housing – 1996-present
Laurel Ridge started building in 1996, according 
to city documents. Teravista followed in 2002. 
Housing continues to grow along the corridor.

2. Texas State University – Round Rock campus – 
 August 2005 
Originally the Round Rock Higher Education Center, the building 
was built on land donated by the Avery family and was financed 
through tuition revenue bonds.

3. IKEA– January 2006 
The Swedish furniture maker is a major 
retailer in the area and helped anchor a 
new shopping center around it. 

4. Round Rock Premium Outlets – 
August 2006 
The outlet mall opened soon after IKEA, establishing 
the intersection as a destination for retail shopping. 

9. H-E-B - October 2013 
Round Rock’s newest H-E-B is 123,000 square feet and helps anchor 
the University Commons shopping center.

10. Traditions at Vizcaya – First quarter 2015 
The new 477-acre, single-family development should see 
houses for sale in the first quarter of 2015.

11. Bass Pro Shops – Summer 2015 
The popular outdoor supplier is expected to open for 
the summer outdoor season. 

8.Austin Community College Round 
Rock Campus – August 2010 
ACC opened the campus to have its own space in Round 
Rock in 2010. After experiencing drastic growth ACC 
successfully passed a bond-election in November 2014 to 
expand the campus. 

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

Source: City of Round Rock
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daily on University between I-35 and Oak-
mont Drive. In 2014 that number increased 
to approximately 37,800 cars per day, or a  
10.2 percent increase. According to the same 
study, an estimated 45,100 cars will travel 
that section of the road per day in 2020.

To combat the traffic the city plans to 
widen University to a six-lane, divided road-
way. Hudder said the median will control 
left turns, which will increase traffic flow. 
Furthermore, he said the city plans to add 
dedicated right- and left-turn lanes.

The city is in the process of right of way 
acquisition, and Hudder said he hopes for a 
late 2016 or early 2017 start for construction.

In the meantime the city is not the only 
entity with plans to improve traffic flow in 

the area. The University intersection with 
I-35 will receive the region’s first diverging 
diamond interchange.

The basic concept of the design  is to allow 
more traffic to flow onto and off of Univer-
sity more efficiently. The Texas Department 
of Transportation identified the overpass for 
such an interchange because of the rising 
congestion in the area and the fact the envi-
ronmental study was complete.

Building into the future
John Avery, whose family helped shape the 

boulevard by donating land for the higher-
education campuses, said his family had 
previously been focused on developing non-
profit and medical institutions on the land. 

He said he sees the next phase of develop-
ment as housing.

“In a way we’re building a jigsaw puzzle 
one piece at a time,” Avery said.

Avery, whose family owns large tracts of 
land in northeast Round Rock, said he sees 
development increasing as housing grows 
on University east of A.W. Grimes Boule-
vard. He said his family takes a big-picture 
approach to developing the land.

“We’re very happy to let it go another gen-
eration to let it grow right,” Avery said. “If 
it doesn’t benefit the community we don’t 
develop it.”

Single-family homes will also grow along 
the corridor with the addition of a new 
subdivision near the intersection of A.W. 

Grimes and University. Taylor Morrison 
Homes is developing a 477-acre, single-
family project called Traditions at Vizcaya, 
built on land sold by the Avery family. At 
build-out the project should have about 
1,000 homes. The first homes will go on the 
market in the first quarter of 2015.

McGraw said University is a gateway to 
the remaining undeveloped land in the city.

“We’ve always known that the city would 
grow,” he said. “You’ve got to go northeast 
because that’s where the land is.”

Round Rock’s
interchange

5. Scott & White Hospitals – Round Rock 
– July 2007 
The first hospital to open on the corridor helped establish 
it as a health care hub.

7. Texas A&M Health Science  
Center – December 2009 
The medical school was built on land partially 
donated by the Avery family. It provides degrees 
in pharmacy, nursing and medicine. 

6. Seton Medical Center Williamson 
– February 2008 
Seton Williamson is Round Rock’s level II trauma 
center. 
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 University Blvd.

Where: University Boulevard overpass of I-35  
When: Fall 2014–Fall 2015

Cost: $7 million estimated total

Sources: TxDOT, Missouri Department of Transportation, 
Utah Department of Transportation, City of Round Rock

Proposed concrete raised medians

Proposed concrete sidewalk

Proposed pavement widening

1  The most recognizable feature of the diverging 
diamond interchange is the crosspoints to be installed 

at both sides of the University Boulevard overpass. These 
crosspoints will divert traffic to the left side of the road, 
allowing for more uninterrupted traffic flow onto and off of 
the interstate. New traffic signals at the crosspoints will 
regulate the flow of eastbound and westbound traffic as well 
as the traffic exiting I-35 frontage roads.  

2 Eastbound University traffic planning to turn south onto I-35 will enter a dedicated lane that connects to a 
frontage road prior to entering the intersection. The same 
applies for westbound traffic turning onto northbound I-35.
 

3 Eastbound University traffic wishing to head north on I-35 will move to the left lane before entering the 
intersection. Once the cars pass through the crosspoint, they 
will merge onto the existing U-turn bridge and divert onto the 
northbound I-35 frontage road, where they will have a 
dedicated lane intended to prevent merging backups. The 
same principle applies for westbound traffic planning to head 
south on I-35, with the exception that those cars will have 
two lanes from which to exit and will not have to merge onto 
a U-turn bridge. Signs and street markings will direct drivers 
to the proper lanes. 

4 Eastbound University traffic wishing to continue across 
the overpass will move to either of the two right-hand 

lanes and continue through both crosspoints. The same 
applies for westbound traffic.  

5 Traffic exiting the northbound I-35 frontage road will 
be diverted onto east- or westbound University. Traffic 

heading in either direction will be able to merge onto 
University without crossing traffic coming from the opposite 
direction. Southbound I-35 frontage road traffic will operate 
in the same way. 

6 TxDOT plans to build a collector/distributor section of 
the southbound I-35 frontage road that allows traffic 

on the frontage road to travel underneath the intersection 
unimpeded. A northbound collector/distributor already exists.
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   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

 

  

Learn how to complete your undergraduate degree at  
the Texas State University Round Rock Campus.

Master of Business Administration Information Session
will be held concurrently with Bobcat Day.

Advance registration for prospective students is required at
www.bobcatdayroundrock.com

REGISTER TO ATTEND
BOBCAT DAY - ROUND ROCK MARCH 7, 2015 
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In 1955, sixty (60) 
years ago community 
members identifi ed 
the need to provide fi re 
suppression. Since that 
time, the fi re depart-
ment has evolved with 
this community to 
expand services and 
provide the best possi-
ble approach to serve 
residents. Because We 
Care has long been the fi re department’s motto and regard-
less of the changes in the community since 1955, we remain 
dedicated to pursuing excellence in serving the residents.

As the Fire Chief for the past thirty (30) years, I am proud to 
serve this community. We have successfully evolved from 
an all volunteer fi re department to a well trained, innova-
tive, responsive professional service. Whether it is your daily 
travel to and from work or participating in community events, 
holidays, graduations, or many of the other celebrations of 
life and throughout the seasons of climate changes rain or 
drought, we plan, monitor risks and work continuously to 
serve the community.The Fire department is the composite 
strengths of its various components and each of its Divisions: 
Operations, Prevention, and Staff Services. We are known for 
the ability of our fi refi ghters to extinguish fi res and respond to 
medical emergencies, and also for the many other activities 
we routinely engage in to become an integral part of the 
community we serve. Our founding fathers identifi ed a need 
and responded. It is important to me, our fi refi ghters, staff and 
Board of Commissioners to continue as a fi nancially stable 
organization that delivers a superior level of traditional and 
innovative emergency and non-emergency services. 

During the last sixty (60) years of service and looking into the 
future, we will seek ways to continue with a sincere commit-
ment to serve, ensuring safety, and seeking and establishing 
alternative methods of funding to respond to community 
growth and needs.

SINCE 1955
SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Central Station
203 E. Pecan

Station 2
15300 Bratton Ln.

Station 3
2301 Kelly Ln.

Station 4
911 Pfl ugerville Pkwy.

Administration
203 E. Pecan

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the last sixty (60) years of service and looking into the 
future, we will seek ways to continue with a sincere commitment 
to serve, ensuring safety, and seeking and establishing alternative 
methods of funding to respond to community growth and needs.     

I invite you to join us in this proud celebration of our sixty (60) 
years of service to the community, visit our website at 
www.pflugervillefire.org and learn more about your fire depart-
ment and this celebration. 

Because We Care, 

Fire Chief Ron Moellenberg  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
serving the community 

Since 1955 

What do our firefighters, prevention personnel, staff, Board 
of Commissioners and fire chiefs think the community ex-
pects and deserves from them as a public servant of Travis 
County ESD No 2 / Pflugerville Fire Department? 

Increasing EMS capabilities, 9 first responders trained and prepared for Paramedic level certification  
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Conducting plan review

 to ensure new
 construction safety 

Central Station  
203 E. Pecan 

Station 2 
15300 Bratton Ln. 

Station 3 
2301 Kelly Ln. 

Station 4 
911 Pflugerville Pkwy Administration 

203 E. Pecan 

In 1955, sixty (60) years ago 
community members identified 
the need to provide fire sup-
pression.  Since that time, the 
fire department has evolved 
with this community to expand 
services and provide the best 
possible approach to serve residents.   Because We Care has 
long been the fire department’s motto and regardless of the 
changes in the community since 1955, we remain dedicated 
to pursuing excellence in serving the residents.   

As the Fire Chief for the past thirty (30) years, I am proud to 
serve this community.  We have successfully evolved from an 
all volunteer fire department to a well trained, innovative, 
responsive professional service.  Whether it is your daily 
travel to and from work or participating in community events, 
holidays, graduations, or many of the other celebrations of 
life and throughout the seasons of climate changes rain or 
drought, we plan, monitor risks and work continuously to 
serve the community. 

The Fire department is the composite strengths of its various 
components and each of its Divisions: Operations, Prevention, 
and Staff Services. We are known for the ability of our fire-
fighters to extinguish fires and respond to medical emergen-
cies, and also for the many other activities we routinely en-
gage in to become an integral part of the community we 
serve.     

Our founding fathers identified a need and responded.  It is 
important to me, our firefighters, staff and Board of Commis-
sioners to continue as a financially stable organization that 
delivers a superior level of traditional and innovative emer-
gency and non-emergency services.   

Voters approved unclaim
ed $$$ for sales tax in ETJ 
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Travis County 
ESD 2 

Pfl ugerville

WE LOOK FORWARD TO MANY MORE YEARS

What do our fi refi ghters, prevention personnel, staff, Board of 
Commissioners and fi re chiefs think the community expects 
and deserves from them as a public servant of Travis County 

ESD No 2 / Pfl ugerville Fire Department?

I invite you to join us in this proud celebration of our sixty (60) 
years of service to the community, visit our website at www.
pfl ugervillefi re.org and learn more about your fi re department 
and this celebration.

Because We Care, Fire Chief Ron Moellenberg
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economic incentives. 
On Jan. 20 the city announced 

it inked perhaps the largest land 
development deal in Pflugerville 
history, which city leaders say 
could lead to $1.5 billion in capital 
investment. The development deal, 
called Sunshine Village, was helped 
by PCDC assistance during nego-
tiations and the proximity of the 
Hawaiian Falls Water and Adven-
ture Park, which was brought to 
town by the PCDC, City Manager 
Brandon Wade said.

But it is the PCDC’s aggressive-
ness in courting and incentivizing 
business that has rankled some 
who worry of a backlash if big, 
PCDC-incentivized businesses, 
such as Hawaiian Falls, fail. 

Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Cole-
man said the criticisms of the 
PCDC are off base.  He said 
PCDC Executive Director Floyd 
Akers has been charged with run-
ning the organization more like 
an entrepreneurial small business 
than a city government office.

Moreover it is the PCDC that 
has helped lower once sky-high 
property tax rates and bring in 
primary jobs, Coleman said.

“If we were not willing to be 
aggressive, those businesses look-
ing to come to town would not 
consider Pflugerville,” he said. 
“We wanted [PCDC] to go out 
and think outside the box and to 
be aggressive.”

Taxes and incentives
By state statute the PCDC can 

use its cut of sales tax revenue 
in myriad ways, including park 
improvements, road projects, 
water infrastructure and more.

There are more than 1,000 eco-
nomic development corporations 
in Texas. Akers said the PCDC left 
a regional development coalition 
in 2013 called Opportunity Austin, 
which includes nearly every Capi-
tal Area city’s economic develop-
ment corporation, because it was a 
major investment and not benefit-
ting the city enough.

One misconception about the 
PCDC, Coleman said, is that the 
city increased sales tax to fund 
it. Rather, voters approved reas-
signing an existing 1 cent sales 
tax originally intended for Capital 
Metro. Half a cent of that tax was 
redirected to the PCDC; the other 
half-cent was apportioned to the 
Travis County Emergency Services 
District No. 2—commonly called 
the Pflugerville Fire Department.

Voters approved another half-
cent sales tax hike for  ESD No. 2 

in 2014 that the ESD sought from 
Pflugerville’s extraterritorial juris-
diction, which are areas outside 
the city limits.  PCDC opposed 
the measure because it would 
limit its tax draw from ETJ areas, 
if they are annexed, in the future.

All PCDC deals are reviewed 
by the city and approved by City 
Council. The PCDC, Akers said, 
cannot make deals on its own.

The PCDC has many ways to  
incentivize businesses, includ-
ing subsidized rent, reduced land 
prices, advertising assistance 
and cash incentives. The PCDC 
also makes performance agree-
ments—financial incentives con-
tingent on conditions, such as a 
business locating in the city for a 
certain time and creating a mini-
mum number of jobs.

The PCDC also leverages its 
sales tax revenue.

“It’s a way oversimplification, 
but the PCDC can make a profit, 
and cities aren’t really supposed 
to do that,” Wade said. “They can 
then take their profit and turn it 
back into … additional jobs.”

Akers said the PCDC expects to 
profit $5 million on land sales at 
130 Commerce Center, an indus-
trial and business park created by 
the PCDC at the corner of Pecan 
Street and SH 130. 

PCDC board member Janice 
Heath said purchasing the land 
for 130 Commerce Center has 
also helped guide growth.

“When a city starts to grow as 
rapidly as we have, there is good, 
healthy growth, and then there 
is growth that is just happen-
stance—that is not what we want,” 
Heath said.

Heath said the PCDC also pro-
motes business retention by help-
ing companies relocate within the 
city and providing guidance.

The PCDC awards grants for 
startups, such as a pending $20,000 
grant for Bret Stewart’s business, 
New Sweden Coffee Roasters.

Stewart said he read about a 
Pflugerville barbecue sauce maker 
receiving a $7,000 PCDC grant 
last October and thought his 
Scandinavian-style bean-roasting 
enterprise may qualify as well. 

If approved he said the grant 
should help him move his 
operation out of the commer-
cial kitchen at Lil’ Mama’s Cor-
ner Cafe, which also received a  
PCDC grant.

“My impression, up to then, was 
that the PCDC [only] did big proj-
ects like Hawaiian Falls and 130 
Commerce Center,” Stewart said. 

Although the PCDC invests in 
smaller startups and city parks 
and infrastructure, it is one of the 

PCDC’s most visible projects that 
has drawn public scrutiny.

Making waves
Following November news 

reports indicating Hawaiian 
Falls would lay off a dozen full-
time employees, a wave of criti-
cism in online forums hit the 
PCDC and city officials. Water 
park officials said the layoffs were 
done because of a difficult win-
ter offseason. About one month 
prior to the layoffs, the city of 
Pflugerville approved raising the 
loan amount for Hawaiian Falls 
by $1.5 million for increased 
construction costs.

Coleman, Wade and Akers said 
the criticism is misguided, con-
sidering the benefits the water 
park has brought to town. 

Sales tax is up by 15 percent 
since the water park was built, 
Akers said. Now summer months 
are big sales-tax months for the city 
in addition to the holiday season.

In bringing Hawaiian Falls to 
town the city backed a $25 mil-
lion loan to construct the park. 
Hawaiian Falls currently pays the 
monthly loan installments in full. 
Coleman said he has heard of citi-
zens concerned a Hawaiian Falls 
bankruptcy would obligate the 
city to make the loan payments 
itself and potentially raise taxes.

The PCDC’s annual budget is 
$4.5 million, Coleman said, and 
Hawaiian Falls’ yearly payments 
total about $1.5 million, leaving 
the PCDC room to accommodate 
those payments if need be.

Akers and Hawaiian Falls offi-
cials have said the company is 
financially solvent, and ticket 
sales for the upcoming summer 
season are better than expected.

Hawaiian Falls’ location also 
played a major role in bringing 
Sunshine Village to town. Taking 
nearby development into account, 
the value of the raw land beneath 
the water park could reach $25 
million in the future, Wade said.

Akers said Hawaiian Falls has 
brought in summer jobs and 
buoyed sales at nearby businesses. 
Overall, Akers said that is at the 
core of the PCDC’s purpose.

“We are trying to create oppor-
tunities for our citizens,” Akers 
said. “So they don’t have to get 
on MoPac or I-35 in the morning 
and go to work in that nightmare 
of traffic that’s called the city of 
Austin.” 

PCDC
Continued from | 1

What do you think the best ways to attract 
businesses to a city are? 

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/rph-poll

The Pflugerville Community Development Corp. uses 
performance agreements, which require a business to 
meet agreed-upon benchmarks in return for incentives.

The PCDC can leverage 
its sales tax revenue to 

create a profit, which it must reinvest in the 
community. The PCDC expects to profit $5 
million by buying the land for 130 Commerce 
Center and reselling it.

PCDC PROFITS
For every dollar spent in Pflugerville 

stores and businesses, the PCDC 
receives a half cent in sales tax, 

which it must reinvest in the community.

SALES TAX

PCDC INCOME

Most performance agreements begin with the 
PCDC recruiting a prospective business.

IDENTIFY THE PROJECT

Following PCDC board approval, any 
performance agreement must be OK’d by 

City Council.

CITY COUNCIIL APPROVAL

The PCDC negotiates and crafts a potential 
incentive package that is equitable for 

both parties. The PCDC can offer a variety 
of incentives ranging from cash to building 
infrastructure such as utilities or roads. The business must meet 

agreed-upon standards in order to receive incentives.

CRAFTING AN INCENTIVE

Once the performance agreement 
is created, PCDC staff present it for 

board approval. PCDC board members 
are appointed by City Council. The 
PCDC may work with the city on additional 

incentives if necessary.

PCDC BOARD APPROVAL

Once the PCDC board and City Council approve the performance agreement, it 
can be enacted. If a business does not perform to the standards set out in the 
agreement, it may be required to pay the development corporation back for the 

cost of the incentive.

INCENTIVIZE

SUNSHINE VILLAGE TOWN CENTER AND 
SUNTECH OFFICE PARK

Pflugerville City Council approved a major 
agreement Jan. 20 that will pave the way for 
construction of perhaps the largest development in 
Pflugerville history: Sunshine Village Town Center 
and SunTech Office Park.

The 119-acre mixed-use development will include 
residential, retail and office space and will be 
located south and east of Hawaiian Falls Water and 
Adventure Park.

City officials said they expect the value of the 
development to top $1.5 billion when finished and 
generate up to $2.279 billion in tax revenue over 
30 years.

According to the terms of the agreement between 
the city of Pflugerville and development group 
Pflugerville Crossing LP, the city will rebate up to 
75 percent of the development’s property and sales 
taxes up to $303 million over 30 years, a news 

release states. The developers will not receive any 
Pflugerville ISD, ESD No. 2 or PCDC tax rebates.

The developers of the project—including Ziegler 
Cooper and Star Stream Capital—will build about 
$85 million of infrastructure and pay Pflugerville 
a one-time sum of $200,000. The developers will 
put $12 million toward public facilities, including 
potential city office space, and they will build more 
than 8 miles of wastewater and reuse water pipes.

The project is expected to be complete by 
the end of 2020.

• 11 office towers, 5 flex office spaces
• 8 residential towers
• 4 hotels (one will be a luxury hotel) 
• 22 restaurants (14 freestanding)
• 27 freestanding retail shops
• 13 parking garages
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Neighborhood data provided by  
Romeo Manzanilla

Realty Austin
512-600-9366

REAL ESTATE

Forest Creek is located east of I-35 on Red 
Bud Lane in Round Rock—a 30-minute drive 
from downtown Austin. The neighborhood 
is close to major employers, such as Dell 
Inc. and Seton Healthcare Family. Round 
Rock also has an outlet mall and other major 
shopping areas. With Forest Creek Golf 
Course located in the community, Forest 
Creek residents can find work, entertainment, 
dining or shopping nearby. The master-
planned community of Forest Creek is laid out 
in an area of abundant foliage, landscaped 
streets and hills.

Forest Creek

2011 Golden Bear Drive  $379,500  
5 Bedroom /3 Bath   3,195 sq. ft. 
Agent: Wayne Lawler  512-797-0071 
Agency: Hill Country Realty

3948 Lord Byron Circle  $315,000  
4 Bedroom /2.5 Bath   3,000 sq. ft. 
Agent: Robert Fischer  512-537-4977 
Agency: Keller Williams Realty–Round Rock

2237 Shark Loop  $269,000 
4 Bedroom /2.5 Bath  2,726 sq. ft. 
Agent: Cindy Crawford  512-217-8990 
Agency: Keller Williams Realty–Round Rock

1024 Long Cove   $389,000 
4 Bedroom /3 Bath    2,782 sq. ft. 
Agent: Myrna Hall   512-507-6554 
Agency: JB Goodwin Realtors

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 01/29/14

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders include: Bowen Family Homes, Capital 
Pacific, Clark Wilson, David Weekly Homes, Drees 
Homes, D.R. Horton, InTown Builders, Kimball Hill 
Homes, Legacy Homes, Lexor Homes, Meritage, 
Morrison Homes, Ryland, Scott Felder, Scott 
Homes, Standard Pacific, Stonebriar Homes, Toll 
Brothers, Tom Pitt Custom Homes   

Square footage: 1,800—6,709

Home values: $217,500—$1.3 million

HOA dues (estimated): $550/year

Amenities: Clubhouse, community park, 
community playground, community pool,  
tennis courts

Schools: Forest Creek Elementary School, 
Ridgeview Middle School, Cedar Ridge High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Round Rock  0.41465 
Williamson County  0.44653 
Austin Community College  0.09420 
Williamson County FM/RD 0.04000  
Upper Brushy Creek WCID 0.02000 
Round Rock ISD            1.33750 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.35288 14

Homes on 
the market*

$7,058

Median annual 
property taxes

$300,000

Median 
home value

38

Average days 
on the market*

7 

Homes under 
contract*

$105.30

Median price 
per square foot

AN INSPIRED LIVING
EXPERIENCE FROM

>>>>

I am

I AM  >  56

dedicated.

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities,
programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale and all dimensions are approximate. Photos
and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state
where prior registration is required or if void by law. At least one resident of household must be 55 or better, and additional restrictions apply. Some residents may be younger than 55 and no one under 19 in permanent residency.
Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. ©January 2015, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Heritage at Vizcaya    4900 Fiore Trail, Round Rock, Texas 78665

HOMES FROM THE MID $200S -$400S

Contact: Heather Fox, our Internet Home Consultant, 
at 512.845.7350 or hfox@TaylorMorrison.com

Set upon 477 acres, Heritage at Vizcaya is a destination community designed for
people greater than their age. Heritage is the perfect home for men and women 
55 and better. An exciting range of on-site recreational and social activities, and
homes built for get-up-and-go days, this intimate community will offer an inspired
living experience meant to be savored:

• Planned 6,000 sq. ft. Clubhouse with Lifestyle Director and amenities

• Stimulating activities and events just for members - coming soon

• Lagoon-style pool, hike and bike trails, outdoor amenities and more 

• Serene setting in a convenient location

Come to Heritage to achieve, experience and explore. It’s the ideal backdrop for
those dedicated to living life to the fullest.

VIZCAYA55.COM  
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Market Data
On the market  (December 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78634 78660 78664 78665 78681 78717

$149,999 or less 8/42 7/35 8/45 — — —

$150,000–$199,999 31/101 28/65 12/72 11/67 2/55 —

$200,000–$299,999 48/115 101/90 24/90 60/89 27/63 4/61

$300,000–$399,999 5/244 41/75 18/111 46/99 36/96 23/90

$400,000–$499,999 1/175 2/92 5/69 15/117 9/101 13/110

$500,000–$599,999 5/330 1/56 — 7/117 3/118 9/183

$600,000–$799,999 — — — 2/33 2/162 3/131

$800,000–$999,999 1/195 — — 1/235 — —

$1 million + 2/680 — — — — —

REAL ESTATE

Median price of homes sold  December 2013 vs.  December 2014
Price 78634 78660 78664 78665 78681 78717

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78634 Brushy Creek Meadows 719 Decker Drive 4br/2ba $180,000 2,316 Edwin Zamora RE/MAX Capital City 512-743-4404

78634 Emory Farms 1001 N. Ash Cove 3br/2ba $249,000 2,020 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78634 Hutto Highland 1116 Cockrill Court 4br/3ba $225,000 2,850 Barbara McLaughlin JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-516-0120

78634 Hutto Square 411 Wimberley St. 4br/2ba $224,951 2,226 Kenneth Gezella Gatehouse Properties 210-837-8423

78634 Hutto Square 404 Wimberley St. 4br/2ba $229,157 2,490 Kenneth Gezella Gatehouse Properties 210-837-8423

78634 Star Ranch 101 Wiltshire Drive 4br/3ba $299,000 2,638 Anne Cano RE/MAX Round Rock 512-673-6008

78660 Avalon 19309 Moorlynch Ave. 3br/2ba $309,990 1,971 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78660 Avalon 19524 Brue St. 4br/3ba $230,000 3,016 Chuma Jerome Private Label Realty 512-423-5507

78660 Avalon 3712 Brean Down Road 6br/2ba $247,252 1,982 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II 512-704-4672

78660 Avalon 19725 Abigail Way 4br/2ba $262,964 2,843 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II 512-704-4672

78660 Avalon 3213 Crispin Hall Lane 4br/2ba $296,337 2,650 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II 512-704-4672

78660 Bohls Place 1304 Petunia Lane 4br/2ba $204,800 1,998 Aaron Travis Avalar Austin 512-923-8047

78660 Brookfield Estates 2012 Golden Sunrise Lane 3br/2ba $184,940 1,900 Pamela Peck Keller Williams Realty 512-609-9877

78660 Cambridge Estates 406 Bellaire Oaks Drive 3br/3ba $238,000 2,778 Lauri Thomas Keller Williams Realty 512-649-7015

78660 Club at Wells Point 814 Runners Road 5br/3ba $299,900 3,938 Jennifer Welch Keller Williams Realty 512-763-0916

78660 Commons at Rowe Lane 20924 Windmill Ranch Ave. 3br/2ba $195,000 2,383 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-251-4950

78660 Falcon Pointe 18901 Still Pond Road 3br/2ba $298,000 2,840 Tyson Wynia Keller Williams Realty 512-791-4957

78660 Falcon Pointe 2516 Grand Mission Way 4br/2ba $246,000 2,741 Alexandra Marek Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-656-0788

78660 Highland Park North 812 Abbeyglen Castle Drive 3br/2ba $207,585 1,977 Sherry Hindmarsh RE/MAX Capital City III 512-731-8316

78660 Lakes of Northtown 14204 Naruna Way 3br/2ba $250,000 2,790 Tim Kress RE/MAX 1 512-719-5555

78660 Meadow Park South 802 Rolling Meadow Drive 4br/2ba $262,500 2,820 Charles Kohler Keller Williams Realty 512-913-2051

78660 Meadows of Blackhawk 20408 Treyburn Lane 4br/2ba $300,000 3,240 Kevin Wilhelm Realty Austin 512-417-3915

78660 Meadows of Blackhawk 2409 Pauma Valley Way 5br/3ba $329,900 3,357 Adam Walker Realty Austin 512-280-7653

78660 Mountain Creek 1111 Rutgers Drive 4br/3ba $299,900 2,999 Martha Browning Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-947-8119

78660 Park at Blackhawk 20625 Farm Pond Lane 4br/2ba $247,397 2,479 Betty Austin Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-785-4436

78660 Reserve at Westcreek 17441 Bridgefarmer Blvd. 3br/2ba $178,500 1,839 Crystal Reininger Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-773-4842

78660 Reserve at Westcreek Amd 19028 Keeli Lane 3br/2ba $194,399 1,705 Rebecca Zweschper Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-970-0344

78660 Sarahs Creek 15305 Velias Way 3br/2ba $161,500 1,271 Mike Minns Atlas Realty 512-785-9157

78660 Spring Trails 18813 Pencil Cactus Drive 3br/2ba $324,700 2,759 Betty Austin Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-785-4436

78660 Spring Trails 617 Autumn Sage Way 4br/3ba $280,000 2,716 Amy Nall Realty Austin 512-914-0927

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 4628 Tiddle Lane 4br/2ba $255,244 2,237 John Mick RE/MAX 1 512-964-5724

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 4700 Randig Lane 4br/2ba $223,000 2,333 Hanalei Myers Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-573-1432

78660 Wells Point 823 Smoke Signal Pass 3br/2ba $146,500 1,501 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-251-4950

78660 Windermere 907 Isle of Man Court 3br/2ba $164,999 1,403 Rosie Hayer Keller Williams Realty 512-843-3374

78664 Eagle Ridge 1003 Chippewa 4br/2ba $194,400 2,001 Theresa Boisseau Keller Williams Realty 512-796-1368

78664 Forest Creek 2011 Golden Bear Drive 5br/3ba $379,500 3,195 Wayne Lawler Hill Country Realty 512-797-0071

78664 Forest Creek 2017 Golden Bear Drive 5br/4ba $361,600 3,936 Angela Hawkins Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 281-901-4730

78664 Forest Creek 3919 Links Lane 3br/2ba $267,000 2,609 Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-233-9775

78664 Greenridge 505 Dark Tree Lane 4br/2ba $245,000 3,743 Kathy Chappell Pacesetter Properties 512-914-8859

78664 Nelson 206 Nelson St. 4br/3ba $200,000 1,600 Lisa Marie Contaldi Intero Real Estate Services 512-784-5111

78664 Springbrook Centre 16801 Constantinople Lane 4br/2ba $199,000 2,614 Jennifer Summers Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-799-1999

78664 The Retreat at Town Centre 2105 Town Centre Drive, Unit 26 3br/2ba $264,705 1,991 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78664 Twin Ridge 505 Peterson St. 4br/2ba $259,950 2,872 Jeanette Geron Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-966-6145

78665 Lake Forest 1264 Pine Forest Circle 4br/3ba $420,000 3,819 Shavonne Martin Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-786-7660

1304 Petunia Lane

1111 Rutgers Drive

16801 Constantinople Lane

18813 Pencil Cactus Drive
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Serving Forest Creek and surrounding areas for over 11 years.

ABC Medical Center
Superior Medical Care for 

Adults, Babies and Children

“Let our family treat your family.”

79

Gattis School Rd.
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Forest   CreekI-35

(512) 310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane

Round Rock, TX 78664
Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

Specializing in Pediatrics & Family Practice.
Pediatric Healthcare, Physicals, Women’s Healthcare,  

Immunizations and Urgent Illness

Accepting most insurances • Now taking new patientsSe habla espanol

Now Offering Botox, Latisse & Skin Medica products
Approved Use
LATISSE® (bimatoprost ophthalmic solution) 0.03% is a prescription treatment for hypotrichosis (inadequate or not enough 
lashes) to grow eyelashes longer, fuller, darker.

Important Safety Information
If you use/used prescription products for eye pressure problems, use LATISSE® under doctor care. LATISSE® may cause 
increased brown pigmentation of the colored part of the eye which is likely permanent. Eyelid skin darkening may occur and 
may be reversible. Only apply at the base of upper lashes. DO NOT APPLY to lower lid. Hair may grow on skin that LATISSE® 
frequently touches. If you have eye problems/surgery, consult your doctor about use of LATISSE®. Common side effects are 
itchy and red eyes. If discontinued, lashes gradually return to previous appearance.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 
1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see accompanying LATISSE® full Product Information.

Paid LATISSE® user at week 16 with mascara—lashes not retouched.

Your results may vary. By prescription only.

It is possible for a difference in eyelash length, thickness, fullness, pigmentation (darkness), number of eyelash hairs, and/or 
direction of eyelash growth to occur between eyes. These differences, should they occur, will usually go away if you stop  
using LATISSE®.

If you stop using LATISSE®, your eyelashes are expected to return to their previous appearance over several weeks to months.

©2014 Allergan, Inc., Irvine, CA 92612   ® marks owned by Allergan, Inc.   www.latisse.com   APC08QR14   141387

$200s - $700s
DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES

$330s - $700s
GRAND HAVEN HOMES

$200s - $700s
HIGHLAND HOMES

$200s - $700s
RYLAND HOMES

$330s - $700s
SCOTT FELDER HOMES

$200s - $260s
CASTLEROCK

FEATURED HOME BY WILSHIRE HOMES | $200s - $700s

BUY BEFORE APRIL GRAND 
OPENING EVENTS & SAVE!

SANTARITARANCHAUSTIN.COM  |  RONALD REAGAN @ HWY 29  |  512.201.8575

10 NEW HOME
DESIGNS FOR SPRING

Catch ‘em while you can!
206 B Laurel Drive
R O U N D  R O C K ,  T X  7 8 6 6 4

5 1 2 - 255 -5222

Gift Box Specials for 

Valentine’s Day
Delivery Available

Tues. - Fri. 9AM - 5PM • Closed Sun. & Mon.
Saturday pick-ups by appt. only

Order Paige’s chocolate covered strawberries. 

Socklady, Marianne Wakerlin 
founded Solmate Socks in her 
Central Vermont hometown in 
2000. Her colorful and complex 
patterns are knit in the USA at a 
small family owned knitting mill.
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REAL ESTATE

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78665 Legends Village 2800 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Unit 1 2br/2ba $239,900 1,256 Kristi Long Sanguinet Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-922-7191

78665 Paloma Lake 2733 Santa Domingo Drive 3br/2ba $284,141 2,068 Kenneth Gezella Gatehouse Properties 210-837-8423

78665 Paloma Lake 2701 Santa Cruz St. 4br/2ba $310,221 2,651 Kenneth Gezella Gatehouse Properties 210-837-8423

78665 Paloma Lake 2946 Magellan Way 3br/2ba $296,000 2,594 Glenda DuBose Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-970-1057

78665 Ryans Crossing 665 Reggie Jackson Trail 3br/2ba $195,000 2,176 Colleen Rouhselang Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-350-3787

78665 Siena 8210 Arezzo Drive 3br/2ba $242,674 2,000 Paul Williams Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-785-0186

78665 Siena 8206 Arezzo Drive 3br/2ba $267,911 2,607 Paul Williams Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-785-0186

78665 Siena 8516 Rimini Cove 4br/3ba $323,173 3,009 Paul Williams Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-785-0186

78665 Teravista 4003 Falling Brook Court 4br/3ba $345,000 3,648 Charles Young Keller Williams Realty 512-794-6688

78665 Teravista 4520 Sansone Drive 4br/3ba $600,000 3,565 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-994-0247

78665 Teravista 1711 Greenside Trail 3br/2ba $218,995 1,549 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 512-801-7718

78665 Teravista 1609 Hidden Springs Path 3br/2ba $249,950 2,142 Debora Harris Keller Williams Realty 512-497-5527

78665 Teravista 1958 Kempwood Loop 4br/3ba $340,000 2,853 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-994-0247

78665 Teravista 544 Centerbrook Place 3br/2ba $255,000 2,718 Margaret Denena Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-784-7099

78665 The Park at Legends Village 2800 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Unit 6 3br/2ba $220,500 1,505 Kristi Long Sanguinet Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-922-7191

78665 The Park at Legends Village 2800 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Unit 5 2br/2ba $232,500 1,433 Kristi Long Sanguinet Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-922-7191

78665 The Park at Legends Village 2800 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Unit 36 2br/2ba $259,500 1,683 Kristi Long Sanguinet Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-922-7191

78665 The Park at Legends Village 2800 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Unit 4 3br/3ba $288,950 2,445 Kristi Long Sanguinet Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-922-7191

78681 Behrens Ranch 3408 Sophora Court 4br/2ba $340,000 3,008 Kimberly Whitlock Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-439-6786

78681 Brushy Creek 3905 Rolling Hill 3br/2ba $164,999 1,387 Clare Trevarthen Keller Williams Realty 512-576-5706

78681 Cat Hollow 16914 Sabertooth Drive 3br/2ba $219,999 1,568 Terri Romere Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-431-5435

78681 Chisholm Valley 1405 Roundup Trail 3br/2ba $146,500 1,150 Laurie McGary Keller Williams Realty 512-695-7461

78681 Crossing Condo 500 Hesters Crossing Road, Unit 304 2br/2ba $109,000  912 David Lee Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-336-7448

78681 Hidden Glen 1705 West End Place 4br/3ba $400,000 3,124 Tara Knight Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-751-4834

78681 Hidden Glen 1105 Castle Path 4br/3ba $409,000 3,558 Linda DeMarco Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-423-7333

78681 Mayfield Ranch 3701 Hermann St. 4br/2ba $329,900 2,581 Walter Rock ROCK Properties 512-850-4510

78681 Mayfield Ranch 3818 Vallarta Lane 4br/2ba $325,000 3,150 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 512-347-9599

78681 Stone Canyon 8303 Sunburst Parkway 5br/4ba $385,000 3,641 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty 512-699-6911

78681 Vista Oaks 3960 Shaker Lane 4br/3ba $297,000 3,537 Tammy Young Realty Austin 512-695-6940

78681 Westwind 2110 Laura Court 3br/2ba $179,900 1,617 Emily Bungo RE/MAX 1 512-924-3233

78717 Avery Ranch Far West 11725 Springs Head Loop 4br/2ba $295,410 2,080 Andrea Brown Keller Williams Realty 512-470-7104

78717 Highland Horizon 425 Highland Horizon 4br/3ba $460,000 3,678 Pavla Guggenheim The Virtual Realty Group 512-796-2348

78717 Pearson Place at Avery Ranch 9625 Brians Path 4br/3ba $549,277 3,169 Doyle Beekman Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8171

78717 Pearson Place at Avery Ranch 9609 Brians Path 5br/4ba $598,713 3,500 Doyle Beekman Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8171

78717 Woods Brushy Creek 8166 Racine Trail 3br/2ba $239,900 2,449 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 512-347-9599

78746 Primeaux & Warrick 2802 Rollingwood Drive 3br/2ba $799,000 1,763 Clayton Bullock Moreland Properties 512-797-6446

4520 Sansone Drive

8303 Sunburst Parkway

3408 Sophora Court

8166 Racine Trail

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 12/15/14 and 1/26/15 were included and provided by Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

“We're breaking the 
mold with cutting 
edge technology, 
invented in house, 
and modernizing 
the real estate 
industry" 
Chad W. Sellers, 
Founder

FIND OUT 
HOW!

(844) MY-AGENT  |  REALTYFORCE.COM/ROUNDROCK
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Cityview
b i b l e  c h u r c h
S a m e  C h u r c h .  New  Na m e.

Hill Country Bible Church
Round Rock is now

Sunday Mornings
    through February
      at Cityview Bible

9:00am or 10:45am
  at the Chasco YMCA in Round Rock

Visit Cityview this month and be part of this honest and thought-provoking
look at RACE and the impact of God’s GRACE on our relationships.
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Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


