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Region’s workforce, higher education and infrastructure help lure jobs in assembly and production

Officials intend to start soon on road improvements near future high school No. 4 

Round Rock attracting new high-end manufacturers

Pflugerville bond passage targets better roads

By David Barer
Pflugerville voters soundly approved the 

largest bond package in city history Nov. 
4. Two bond measures worth more than  
$53 million will fund road and parks and rec-
reation improvements throughout the city.

The bond package and subsequent road 
improvements are intended to have a major 
impact on Pflugerville’s growth, particularly 
east of SH 130, where a 2,500-student high 
school is slated to open in 2017, thousands of 
homes are set to be built in the coming decade 
and key arterial roads are deteriorating. 

Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman said 
shoring up roads east of SH 130 would 
rank high on the city’s priority list as bond 
money is disbursed.

“Three of those roads listed in the bond 
projects were there specifically because of 
the anticipated growth in East Pflugerville, 
and we are trying to get ahead of that growth 
rather than trying to play catch-up,” Coleman 
said. “Our goal is to move as expeditiously as 

By Scott Thomas
Inside a long industrial building 

off Sam Bass Road one can hear 
the whir, clank and bang of metal 
on metal as high-end tools craft 
products to be shipped through-
out the state. This cacophony is 
the heartbeat of a manufacturer 
such as Hagbros Precision LLC., 
one of dozens of manufacturers 
in Round Rock building products 
ranging from consumer goods to 
semiconductors.

Often called high-end manu-
facturing, these jobs require 
certification or education in spe-
cialized areas of machining or 
manufacturing.

In Round Rock there are 2,384 
people employed in the produc-
tion and manufacturing sector, 
according to data provided by 
the Round Rock Chamber of 
Commerce. With a workforce of 

58,282 people, manufacturing 
makes up 4.09 percent of Round 
Rock’s employment. 

Hagbros Precision has been 
recognized as one of the fastest 
growing businesses in the region. 
It provides custom manufacturing 
of various tools and materials and  
for clients in a variety of industries 
including automotive, semicon-
ductor, and oil and gas. Hagbros 
Chief Financial Officer Josh Behjat 
attributed the company’s success 
to a dedicated administrative staff 
as well as Round Rock’s central 
Texas location, which allows the 
company to serve a variety of cus-
tomers in the region.

“The majority of our customers 
are local,” Behjat said. “We didn’t 
realize this before, but there’s lots 
of industry within Round Rock, 
Austin and Georgetown.”

He said the labor pool in Round 
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a first  
for Texas.

stdavids.com/Baldrige

St. David’s HealthCare is proud to be a recipient of the 2014 
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award — the nation’s 
highest presidential honor for performance excellence. 

Awarded annually by the President of the United States and the U.S. 

Secretary of Commerce, St. David’s HealthCare is one of only four 

organizations in the nation and the first ever healthcare system in the 

state of Texas to receive this prestigious honor.

With this designation comes tremendous responsibility. Performance 

improvement never ends. We’ll continue to raise the bar and push 

ourselves to be the very best — for our patients, our physicians, our 

employees and for our community.

“Today’s honorees are the 

role models of innovation, 

sound management, 

employee and customer 

satisfaction, and results.  

I encourage organizations  

in every sector to  

follow their lead.”

U.S. Commerce Secretary 

Penny Pritzker
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EXPERIENCE
CHRISTMAS

@txcelebration celebrationchurchtx@txcelebration celebrationchurchtx.com 512.763.3000

ANDERSON MILL CAMPUS
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Austin, 78750

SUNDAY 21ST
EN ESPAÑOL
CHRISTMAS EVE

10:45AM
12:45PM
3PM

WESTINGHOUSE CAMPUS
1202 Rabbit Hill Road, Georgetown, 78626

SATURDAY 20TH
SUNDAY 21ST
CHRISTMAS EVE

5PM
9AM, 10:45AM, 12:30PM
1PM, 3PM, 5PM

The Promise of Christmas is about answered promises,
realized dreams, and a new hope for people!

Join us for one of our ten candlelight Christmas services
as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
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Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddos.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust us 

to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should need 

a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to experts in 

pediatric care available to you. They are the center of your world, and we 

promise they will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)
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about the bonds Pflugerville voters recently approved 
and the effects they will have on the infrastructure of 
the city. On Page 11 you’ll see a news report about the 
Creek Bend Boulevard extension, which is intended 
to create a new north/south arterial option for Round 
Rock residents on the city’s west side. And in Hutto the 
city plans to extend Carl Stern Boulevard.

And finally, a city isn’t very enjoyable if you can’t 
have fun in it. With our holiday events and shopping 
guide, you and your family can have a blast meeting 
Santa Claus, seeing holiday lights, catching a show and 
eating delicious holiday meals. It’s your guide to having 
the perfect holiday season without ever straying too far 
from home.

While there are many 
facets to what make a 
town or a city run, none 
are more important than 
its people. And without 
jobs, the people won’t 
come. That’s why the 
news focuses on jobs and 
the economy so much. 
And that’s why in this 
issue we wanted to focus 
on manufacturing, an 
industry people once 

wrote off in this country, but is showing strong signs of 
growth in our area. As it turns out Round Rock is an 
attractive place to set up shop for a manufacturing plant 
because of its greatest resource: people.

Roads, bridges and expressways are another crucial 
aspect of what makes a city work. And there’s a great 
deal of news about getting people from point A to point 
B in this month’s issue. On our cover you’ll find a story 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What other kinds of industries would 
you like to see grow in the area?

  Information technology

  Finance

  Healthcare

  Entertainment

  Agriculture

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What type of development would you 
like to see go in the former Builders 
Gypsum Supply property?

Restaurants and nightlife

  50.62% 

Residential and/or mixed use

  24.69% 

Event space

  14.81% 

Music venue

  9.88%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 11/06/14–11/21/14

In the November issue we examined possible options for 
developing the former Builders Gypsum Supply property 
in downtown Round Rock. We wanted to know what you 
would like to see go into the space. 

In this month’s issue we feature a story about the manufactur-
ing industry in Round Rock. 

Correction: Volume 10, Issue 3
On Pages 1 and 45 a story and photo captions incorrectly 
reference Gypsum Supply Co. The business is Builders 
Gypsum Supply.

Correction: In the 2014-15 Connected Guide for Round 
Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto, Cindy Crawford, a Round-
Rock based real estate agent with Keller Williams Realty, 
should have been listed as the source for the new 
communities section on page 31.

2015 Foreseter 2.5i 
CVT with Alloy Package

$269mo. 42 mo. lease 

2015 S60 T5

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Model FFB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect �  nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception (including 1st mo payment), no sec. dep. required, 41 monthly pymts of $269, � nal pymt / residual = 
$14,299. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,086. Stk# Z10782.

Stk# V5242. 36 mo lease with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease based on 10,000 mi/yr with $.25/mi excess charge. $3,450 +TT&L total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). First payment 
paid by Volvo. Final payment / residual = $23,154. MSRP $38,325. Ad unit subject to availability. See dealer for complete details. MPG estimated highway, results vary. Picture for illustration only. O� er ends 11-29-14.

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

$335mo. 36 mo. Lease 
0.9% APR Financing available for 48 mos

Drive-E Premier

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

mo. 36 mo. Lease 

Drive-E PremierDrive-E Premier
$269

0.9% APR Financing available for 48 mos
First month's payment is on us! PLUS 3 yrs full coverage including Wear & Tear*
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Fitness in the spring. The outer shell of 
the building is under construction and 
will be finished by mid-December. The 
interior will be completed in the months 
to come. www.starbucks.com

9  Spa Organic Nail Salon Plus 
will open at 3720 Gattis School Road 
in December. The salon will offer 
manicures and pedicures.

10  Railyard Saloon will have a soft 
opening at 300 E. Main St. in mid-late 
December. The Railyard Saloon will be a 
bar with a country and western theme. It 
will feature a jukebox, outdoor patio and 
live music. 512-652-8109

11  Wash ‘N Roll will open at 15518  
RM 620 in April. Wash ‘N Roll will be an 
express car wash offering free vacuuming 
and window cleaning as well. Hours will 
be Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–9 p.m. and Sun.  
10 a.m.–8 p.m. 512-379-7550. 
www.washroll.com

12  Kwik Kar Oil and Lube will open 
at 1500 E. Old Settlers Blvd. at the 
northeast intersection of Sunrise Road 
in mid-December. Kwik Kar will offer 
vehicle servicing, automotive mechanic 
work, alignments and state inspections. 
It will also have an express lane for car 
washes. This location will be the third in 
the Round Rock area.

13  A Hurley retail location will open 
in the Round Rock Premium Outlets 
at 4401 N. I-35, Ste. 591, in December. 
Hurley sells sports apparel, swimwear, 
wetsuits and accessories. 512-863-6688.
www.hurley.com

14  Fuzzy’s Tacos will open at 1310 
Round Rock Ave. in March. The business 
will offer fast-casual Baja-style tacos and 
burritos as well as offer a full bar. This 
will be the restaurant’s fourth location 
in the Central Texas area. Hours will be 
Sun.–Wed. 7 a.m.–10 p.m. and 
Thu.–Sat. 7 a.m.–midnight.  
www.fuzzystacoshop.com

15  Fire & Ice - Pizza Bar will open at 
2601 S. I-35. Ste. B300, in the Boardwalk 
Shopping Center by the end of 
December. Fire & Ice will be a fast-casual 
concept offering pizza, salads and wings 
as well as a full bar featuring custom 
cocktails. Everything will be made in-
house including sauces, pizza dough, 
toppings and wing sauces. Hours will be 
Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m. and 
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. 
www.fireandicepizzabar.com 

Relocations

16  El Pollo Rico will relocate to 981 
E. Palm Valley Blvd. from 1702 N. 
Mays St. in December. El Pollo Rico 
sells charcoal-grilled chicken as well as 

Round Rock

Now Open

1  No Time for Social, a social media 
consulting business that provides 
branding and marketing services, 
opened an office in late November at 
1311 Chisholm Trail Road, Ste. 201. The 
business is owned by Bill Combes. Hours 
are Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.  
512-721-0333. 
www.notimeforsocial.com

2  Coach Mo’s Elite Fitness planned 
to open a Round Rock location at 3918 
Gattis School Road inside the Austin 
Sports Arena on Dec. 1. The business’s 
first location is in Austin. The business 
offers group fitness classes, after-
school fitness programs and athletic 
development programs. Class times vary. 
512-342-9277. www.coachmofitness.com

3  Koko Fit Club opened at 200 
University Blvd., Ste. 620, in October. 
Koko Fit Club is a digital gym. The 
machines on site act as a personal 
trainer, guiding users on the pace of the 

workout to provide a full-body workout 
in 30 minutes. Data from the workout is 
uploaded to a personal Web portal. This 
is Koko Fit Club’s first location in Round 
Rock and the eighth in the Austin area. 
Hours for nonmembers are Mon.–Thu. 
7 a.m.–1 p.m. and  4–8 p.m., and Fri.–
Sat. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Members have access 
24/7. 512-574-2875. 
www.kokofitclub.com

4  Parawax opened in November at 105 
E. Old Settlers Blvd., Ste. 115 inside Crew 
19 Salons. The business provides full-
body waxing, facials, chemical peels and 
lash and brow tinting. Hours are Mon.–
Sat. by appointment only. 512-207-0731.  
www.crew19salons.com

5  Hand & Stone Massage and 
Facial Spa opened Oct. 4 at University 
Commons, 200 University Blvd., Ste. 415. 
The business offers a variety of massage 
services, facials and hair removal. Gift 
cards are available. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 
9 a.m.–10 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–9 p.m. and 
Sun. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 512-863-4555  
www.handandstone.com/spa/store/
round-rock

6  Chipotle opened in November at 
201 University Oaks Blvd., Ste. 1351, in 
the University Oaks Shopping Center. 
Chipotle is a fast-casual restaurant 
serving burritos, tacos and other 
Mexican-style dishes with a limited 
selection of alcoholic beverages. Hours 
are 11 a.m.–10 p.m. daily. 512-590-8970. 
www.chipotle.com

7  Texas Steak Out opened in October 
at 2711 La Frontera Blvd., Ste. 320. Texas 
Steak Out provides dine-in, deliveries 
and pickups for meals featuring rib-
eyes, grilled salmon, grilled chicken 
breasts, Philly cheesesteaks and salads. 
Texas Steak Out also provides corporate 
catering. Online ordering is available. 
Hours are Sun.–Thu. 10:30 a.m.–10 p.m. 
and Fri.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–11 p.m. 
512-244-7575. 
www.texassteakoutonline.com

Coming Soon

8  National coffee chain Starbucks will 
open at 16650 RM 620 next to the LA 
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tacos, tortas and quesadillas. Hours of 
operation are 8 a.m.–10 p.m. daily. 
512-388-7373 www. pollosricos.com

17  Home Instead Senior Care moved 
from 1 Chisholm Trail to a new location 
at 2851 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Bldg. 4, 
Ste. 8, in September. Home Instead is a 
non-medical home health provider. The 
business provides services such as light 
housekeeping, incidental transportation 
and some personal care. Home Instead 
aims to be an alternative to long-term 
care facilities for seniors. Office hours 
are Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m., and services 
are provided 24/7. 512-374-1414.
www.homeinstead.com

18  Domino’s Pizza at 111 W. Main St. 
will relocate to 1300 Gattis School Road 
in December. Menu items include pizzas, 
wings, salads, pastas and soft drinks. 
Hours are Sun.–Thu. 10 a.m.–midnight. 
and Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.–1 a.m. 
512-244-3636. www.dominos.com 

School Notes

Parents and students with Round Rock 
ISD email addresses can have access to 
Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint 
for their personal computers, tablets and 
mobile devices for free. The program is 
available through RRISD’s purchase of 
the Microsoft Enterprise Agreement. 
Students and parents may access the 
program by visiting the district’s 
Microsoft 365 website and entering in 
their RRISD email addresses. For help 
with signing up, visit the Microsoft 
technical support website.  
www.roundrockisd.org/getoffice365, 
https://support.office.com/en-us. 

Anniversaries

19  9 Round Kickboxing, located at 
1400 E. Old Settlers Blvd., Ste. 301, is 
celebrating its first anniversary Dec. 26. 
Owner Crystal Scherer said the 30-minute 
kickboxing circuit fitness center will 
be offering anniversary specials on 
memberships from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1. 

Hours are Mon., Wed. and Fri. 5 a.m.–8 
p.m.; Tue., and Thu. 8 a.m.–8 p.m.; 
and Sat. 8 a.m.–noon. 512-943-8057. 
www.9round.com/fitness/round-rock-
texas

Expansions

20  Hill Country Bible Church Austin 
will open its Brushy Creek campus, 
an extension of the existing church, at 
Walsh Middle School, 3850 Walsh Ranch 
Blvd., in January. The church service 
includes children’s ministries, modern 
worship and lessons from the Bible. 
The Brushy Creek campus will meet on 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 512-331-2250. 
www.hcbc.com/brushycreek

Name Change

21  Havoline Express Lube is now Castrol 
Premium Lube Express at 2001 Double 
Creek Drive. New owner Jose Vasquez 
said the business will be using Castrol 
as the house brand for oil changes. The 
business also offers state inspections and 
preventative maintenance. Hours are 
Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–6 p.m. 512-218-1700. 
www.castrolpremiumlube.com

Pflugerville

Now Open

22  ULTA Beauty opened at 19000 
Limestone Commercial Drive, Ste. 140, in 
the Stone Hill Town Center in November. 
ULTA Beauty is a nationwide chain 
selling cosmetics; fragrances; and hair, 
skin and nail products. The Pflugerville 
location will also feature a salon with 
stylists on-site. Hours are Mon.–Sat. 
10 a.m.–9 p.m. and Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. 
512-989-9921. www.ulta.com 

Coming Soon

23  Kiddie Academy will open in January 
at 2617 Kelly Lane, with construction 
expected to end in December. Kiddie 
Academy provides educational-based child 
care for children ages 6 weeks to 12 years 

old. The building will also have security 
cameras throughout. 512-270-9988.  
www.kiddieacademy.com/pflugerville 

24  Panera Bread will come to the Stone 
Hill Town Center at 18701 Limestone 
Commercial Drive, next to the Chick-
fil-A, in July. Texas Restaurant Group, Inc 
is the local franchisee for the fast-casual 
bakery and cafe, which has locations 
nationwide. Hours will be 
6:30 a.m.–9 p.m. daily. 
www.panerabread.com 

25  Domino’s Pizza will open at 18701 
Limestone Commercial Drive, Ste. 400, 
in summer 2015. Domino’s is a national 
pizza chain offering delivery and pickup. 
Hours will be Sun.–Thu 10:30 a.m.–
midnight and Fri.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–1 a.m. 
www.dominos.com 

Hutto

Now Open

26  CVS opened at 301 FM 685 in 
November.  The location features a 
drive-thru pharmacy as well as groceries, 
medical products and over-the-counter 
drugs. Store and photo hours are  
7 a.m.–10 p.m. daily. Pharmacy hours are 
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.– 10 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.– 
6 p.m., and Sun. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
512-846-1003. www.cvs.com

Relocations

Quest Math and Reading is 
transitioning all of its students to online 
classrooms. Director April Patterson 
said the business hopes to be able to 
host more students online. The business 
plans to close the Hutto retail location 
at 409 W. Front St., Ste. 100 in January. 
Students work six days a week on math 
and reading skills building and two of 
those days are spent with an instructor 
online. Online classes are hosted Mon.–
Fri. 3:30–7 p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
512-762-8778.  
www.questlearningonline.com

News or questions about Round Rock, Pflugerville or 
Hutto? Email rphnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by David Barer and Scott Thomas

Lori and Ryan Schwartz opened Hand & Stone 
Massage and Facial Spa.

5

Texas Steak Out is now offering delivery, pickup 
and dine-in for steaks, chicken and hamburgers.

7

Starbucks will open in spring 2015. The outer 
portion will be completed in December.

ULTA Beauty opened in November at 19000 Lime-
stone Commercial Drive, Ste. 140.

8
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123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

512-642-5994

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o mFind us on 
Facebook!

Official Dentist of the 
Round Rock Express

Our Gold Standards:
• Comfortable, Modern Office
• Care with a Gentle Touch
• On-Time Scheduling
• Family Block Appointments
• Conservative Treatment
• Fun for Kids
• Insurance Friendly
• Monthly Payment Plans
• Emergencies Seen Promptly
• Sedation Dentistry Available

John F. McEntire, 
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek, 
DDS

Cohl R. Brazil, 
DDS
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Open to the  Public! 

The Leadbetter Golf Center
& Academy Central Texas
ONE-OF-A-KIND

CLUBHOUSE
Indoor/Outdoor 

Sports Bar
$2.00 Beer
TVs with 

NFL Sunday Ticket 

World Class 
Instruction & 

Practice Areas
Long Range

Wedge Range
Chipping/

Pitching Green
Putting Green

THE
LEADBETTER
GOLF CENTER & ACADEMY

CENTRAL TEXAS

The Leadbetter Golf Center & Academy 
Central Texas 

3533 Greenlawn Blvd • Round Rock

Greenlaw
n B

lvd
.

W. Pfl ugerville Pkwy.Picadilly Dr.35 N

50% OFF 
ALL-YOU CAN-HIT RANGE BALLS

info@leadbettergolftexas.com512-310-8911
www.leadbettergolftexas.com Like us on Facebook!

THE
LEADBETTER
GOLF CENTER & ACADEMY

CENTRAL TEXAS

3533 Greenlawn Blvd 
Round Rock
Expires 1/8/15

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Season has to be Allergy 
Season 

Dr. Neha Reshamwala 
Specializing in allergy and asthma  

testing diagnosis and treatment  
for adults and children 

 

Serving Round Rock at 
 

100 East Main Street, Ste 101 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Call today for an appointment! 
 

512-732-2774 

BRUSHY CREEK
8503 Ocelot Cv
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,281 SQ FT
Listed by Charlotte Aceituno
512.947.0929

MAYFIELD RANCH 
3640 Pine Needle Cir
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,695 SQ FT
Listed by Jeffrey Schnabel
512.913.7480

HUTTO
131 Pentire Way
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,365 SQ FT
Listed by Jeff Sehon 
512.695.2919

PFLUGERVILLE
17736 Great Basin Ave
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,346 SQ FT
Listed by Nora Wall
512.789.3421

PFLUGERVILLE
18332 Lydia Springs Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,982 SQ FT
Listed by Peter Russian
512.695.8274

BRUSHY CREEK  
402 Arrow Head 
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,566 SQ FT
Listed by Alicia Kelley 
512.736.7585

GEORGETOWN
30112 Twin Creek Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,109 SQ FT
Listed by The Hill Team
512.230.4953

PALOMA LAKE   
2948 Saint Federico Way
5 BD 4 BA +/-3,486 SQ FT
Listed by Leslie Klaftenegger
512.517.9111

Northwest Office: 10526 W Parmer Ln, #425 Austin, TX 78717 

®
®

Realty Austin Citywide Open House: Sunday, December 7th, 2014

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        fb.com/realtyaustin

OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 2014

7
S M T W TH F S
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6   Northeast Metro Park south 
entrance 
The project is going to add sidewalks, 
pedestrian facilities, a parking lot and 
improve connectivity within Northeast 
Metro Park. The project will also improve 
Killingsworth Lane through the park and the 
intersection at Wells Branch Parkway.

Timeline: Early 2015–April 2016
Cost: $4.3 million
Funding sources: 2011 Travis County 
bond funds and parkland proceeds

7   Cameron Road improvements
The project spans 2.1 miles from Gregg 
Lane to SH 130 in Pflugerville. The project 
will make the two-lane road into a four-lane 
roadway with center turn lanes, widen the 
bridge near Gregg and remove sharp curves 
near Killingsworth Lane.

Timeline: Currently in design, construction 
expected to finish late 2017 
Cost: $17 million
Funding sources: 2011 Travis County 
bond funds

8   Mays Street  
Round Rock will widen the street through 
downtown from a four lane-road to five 
lanes. It will also install new trees, lighting 
and gateway features. The project will 
increase efficiency by creating a center turn 
lane and provide aesthetic enhancements. 
Bidding for construction opens Dec. 2.

Timeline:  January 2015–January 2017
Cost: $13 million
Funding sources: City of Round Rock

9   Seton Parkway extension  
The city of Round Rock will extend Seton 
Parkway to Avery Nelson Boulevard and A.W. 
Grimes Boulevard to increase connectivity 
in the Higher Education Center/Medical 
District area. The project includes a 16-inch 
waterline.

Timeline: Bidding before January 2015
Cost: $2.5 million–$3 million
Funding sources: City of Round Rock and 
Avery Development 

Hutto

79

45
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130
TOLL

35
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Round Rock

University Blvd.
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Kelly Ln.

Pflugerville

685

3
4

2   Heatherwilde  Boulevard
The road will be widened to a four-lane 
urban roadway between SH 45 and Wilke 
Ridge Lane. The city of Pflugerville 
will also make utility and pedestrian 
improvements, replace a bridge, and 
add a hike and bike trail underpass. A 
traffic signal will be added at Kingston 
Lacy Boulevard. The intersection at 
New Meister Lane in Pflugerville will be 
realigned to a 90-degree angle. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $8.3 million 
Funding sources: City of Pflugerville 
bond

3  CR 119 extension 
This project will extend CR 119, also known 
as Ed Schmidt Boulevard, from Limmer Loop 
to Chandler Road in Hutto. It will construct 
two lanes of the road that will eventually 
be expanded to a four-lane roadway with 
shoulders. Design is complete, and right of 
way appraisals are underway.

Timeline: 2016–TBD
Cost: $4.9 million
Funding sources: Williamson County

4  Diverging diamond interchange 
Work is underway on a new style of 
intersection at the University Boulevard/FM 
1431 overpass of I-35 to alleviate traffic 
congestion in Round Rock. The new 
interchange will direct University turning and 
through traffic to the opposite side of the 
road for a short time. 

Timeline: October 2014–fall 2015 
Cost: Approximately $7 million 
Funding sources: Federal highway 
funds (80 percent), Texas Department of 
Transportation (20 percent)

5   I-35 ramp reversals
This project will remove and reverse—which 
means to make on-ramps off-ramps and vice 
versa—four ramps on both the northbound 
and southbound sides of I-35 between Hwy. 
79 and Old Settlers Boulevard in Round Rock.

Timeline: Construction to start by early 
December and last approximately 18 months.
Cost: $7.4 million
Funding sources: City of Round Rock, 
TxDOT
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Road widening

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at rphnews@impactnews.com.Compiled by David Barer and Scott Thomas

Project description Estimated timeline

Travis County will widen Wells Branch Parkway east of Immanuel Road in Austin just 
outside Pflugerville to a four-lane, divided roadway and extend it to Killingsworth Lane. 

February 2015–
early 2017

This project will widen South A.W. Grimes Boulevard in Round Rock from two lanes to 
four from south of SH 45 N to south of Pecos River Trail. 

September 2013–
December 2014 

Cypress Boulevard between Cypress Cove and Sunrise Road will be realigned to 
connect directly with Eagles Nest Street in Round Rock. It will also see intersection 
improvements and more.

September–January 
2015

Travis County will replace County Bridge No. 229 on Weiss Lane, which crosses Wilbarger 
Creek just north of Pecan Street in Pflugerville. The budget for the project is $811,000. 

Spring 2015–early 
2016

Texas Department of Transportation and the city of Round Rock are negotiating a possible 
$3.4 million safety improvements and turn lanes project along Old Settlers Boulevard. Early 2015–TBD

The city of Round Rock will add a center turn lane, street furniture, utilities, lights and 
trees to Blair Street and Bagdad Avenue. TBD

Williamson County and the city of Round Rock will widen University Boulevard to a six-
lane divided roadway with a median from I-35 to Sunrise Road.

Beginning early 
2016.

1   FM 685
Work began in October on a major overhaul of FM 685 between Hwy. 79 and SH 130 in 
Hutto. The road will be widened from two lanes to four lanes. Medians and turn lanes will be 
added, and two new bridges 12 feet higher than the current bridge over Brushy Creek will 
be built. The improvements aim to improve traffic flow, safety and end the need for bridge 
closures because of flooding in Brushy Creek. Work began on the southbound lanes and will 
be followed by the northbound lanes.

Timeline: October 2014–fall 2016
Cost: $15 million
Funding sources: Capital Area Metroplitan Planning Organization grant (93.4 percent), city 
of Hutto (6.6 percent) 

Other transportation projects
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1401 Medical Parkway, Bldg. B, Suite 300     Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.5860     www.lonestardermatology.com

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Joshua Embry, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Laura Lester, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Jessica Scruggs, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist/Mohs Surgeon

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Shelby Oliver, LA
Licensed Aesthetician/Certifi ed Laser Technician

We are proud to introduce 
Dr. Laura Lester to our practice. 

Dr. Lester is returning to central Texas 
after completing her Fellowship at 

Stanford Medical School.

Specialized Skin Care 
for the Entire Family

INTRODUCING 
Dr. Laura Lester

EXPANDED OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Friday, 8AM–5PM
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Creek Bend Circle

Making Connections
The Creek Bend Boulevard extension will be an involved construction project 
with a $9 million price tag. This map shows the various aspects of the project.

Round Rock planning to extend road, 
create new north/south route options
Segment has faced community controversies through the years

By Scott Thomas 
Round Rock will begin work on a  

$9 million extension of Creek Bend Boule-
vard in the first quarter of 2015, according 
to city officials. The project has been in the 
works for more than a decade.

The city’s plan includes a 3,100-foot 
extension from Creek Bend Boulevard to 
Wyoming Springs Drive and Brightwater 
Boulevard. To do that, an overpass will be 
built over Hairy Man Road and Brushy 
Creek, according to city documents.

The project will also include a raised 
median, a 5-foot-wide sidewalk for 
pedestrians and a 10-foot-wide sidewalk 
to accommodate cyclists, according to 
city documents.

The goal is to provide a north/south 
arterial route as an alternative to I-35 on 
the city’s west side, Round Rock Transpor-
tation Director Gary Hudder said.

Currently Creek Bend Boulevard ends 
where it intersects with Creek Bend Circle. 

Hair Man Road runs past Creek Bend 
Boulevard’s sourthern point. To the south 
of Hairy Man is Brushy Creek, followed by 
private property.

On the other side of the property is the 
intersection of Brightwater and Wyoming 
Springs, which is where the extension will 
connect on its southern point.

Hudder said the project should last 
approximately 18 months.

“To the west of I-35, there are very 
limited north/south arterial routes,” 
Hudder said. “That’s because of the creek 
and creek crossing. Those are expensive 
routes to put in.”

Hudder said the project costs $9 million 
because significant portions of the road 
will be elevated. Furthermore he said it will 
be a four-lane, divided arterial road, which 
leads to more material costs. Construction 
costs overall are rising, he said.

The city had to make certain right of 

way acquisitions, which cost approxi-
mately $720,000. Included in that was the 
purchase of a house at the intersection of 
Creek Bend Boulevard and Creek Bend 
Circle as well as the stretch of property the 
road will run through.

The city did not use eminent domain to 
acquire any of the property, Hudder said.

Though Creek Bend Boulevard runs 
through a neighborhood, Hudder said it 
was designed and built as an arterial road 
and will function appropriately.

He said city staffers were cognizant of the 
potential for extra traffic in the neighbor-
hood, which is why a component of the 
plan was to install traffic signals at the 
intersection of Sam Bass Road and Creek 
Bend Boulevard as well as at Wyoming 
Springs  and Brightwater, which the city did 
earlier this year.

Hudder said the city was also aware of 
the impact the project could have on Hairy 
Man Road, which he described as “iconic.” 
He said the city tried to minimize impact 
on that road.

Over its more than a decade-long plan-
ning, the project has faced opposition from 
neighborhood groups, including protests 
at City Hall in 2007. Mayor Alan McGraw 
said the agreement the city made was to 
widen Wyoming Springs first, so traffic 
from Creek Bend Boulevard would not 
flow into a narrow road.

“Clearly there are some people who 
resisted it,” McGraw said. “You can never 
satisfy everyone.”

Round Rock resident Sheila Smith lives a 
few houses away from Creek Bend Boule-
vard. Smith, a registered nurse, said she is 
“not thrilled” about the extension.

“We were a quiet community for 25 
years,” she said. “I’m afraid it will bring a 
lot more traffic and impact the community 
life and ambience of what it’s like [next to 
the creek].”

CITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
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Source: The City of Round Rock

1. CREEK BEND BOULEVARD

3. WYOMING SPRINGS DRIVE 
INTERSECTION

City staffers plan on extending Creek Bend 
Boulevard to provide a north/south arterial 
option to I-35 on Round Rock’s west side.

The extension will meet the intersection of 
Wyoming Springs Drive and Brightwater 
Boulevard.

2. HAIRY MAN ROAD
The city will build an overpass over Hairy Man 
Road and Brushy Creek. City officials said they 
tried to minimize the impact to Hairy Man.
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Dr. Kevin Rhodes graduated from the University 
of Texas Health Science Center. His focus is high 

quality, comprehensive care for the whole family.

• Beautiful State of the Art Offi ce 
(all digital)

• Comprehensive Cosmetic Dentistry 
(whitening, veneers, smile makeovers)

• CEREC (same day crowns and bridges)

• Prosthodontics (partials and dentures)

• Orthodontics
• Treatment of Periodontal Disease
• Oral Surgery / Implants
• Pediatric Dentistry (all ages, playroom, 

and TV for kids)

• Endodontics (root canals)

• Emergency Patients Welcome

Dr. Kevin Rhodes and family Building Relationships » Creating Smiles

(512) 310-2000
3401 Royal Vista Blvd #102  

Round Rock, TX

www. r oya l v i s t aden t a l . c om

Happy 
Holidays 

from our family 
to yours!

                    
                                Creek B

end Circle
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CARING FOR YOUR  
ENTIRE FAMILY.

Scott & White Clinic - 425 University 

Boulevard in Round Rock provides 

primary care for your entire family  

while connecting you to additional 

physicians and specialists throughout  

our expanding healthcare network.  

Same-day appointments now available. 

Visit clinics.sw.org to learn more.

Scott & White Healthcare accepts most 
major insurance plans.

University
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IKEA
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C
ypress Blvd.

Sunrise R
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Teravista Pkwy.

Frontage R
d.

35

425 University Boulevard 
Round Rock, TX 78665

Hours: Monday–Friday 
8 a.m.–5 p.m.
512-509-0200

Dinna Cohen, MD 
Family medicine

Rajeswari Bodapati, MD 
Family medicine

Paul Oliver, MD 
Family medicine

Liane Marks, MD
Internal medicine

Sharon Rao, MD
Internal medicine

Diana Nye, MD 
Internal medicine

Physicians are employees of Scott & White Clinics, an affiliate of Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2014 Baylor Scott & White Health. SWCLINIC_82_2014_KD

Photo may include models or actors and may not represent actual patients. 
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Chinese investment could kick-start Pflugerville office building construction
By David Barer 

The Pflugerville Commu-
nity Development Corp. on 
Nov. 6 discussed a project to 
potentially bring $15 million 
in Chinese investor money to 
Pflugerville to help kick-start 
construction of office buildings 
at 130 Commerce Center, a bur-
geoning Pflugerville business 
park located along SH 130.

The PCDC will revisit the 
project at a future meeting and 
could approve it at that time.  

If all goes according to plan, 
Pflugerville could get two new 
Class A office buildings, the 
PCDC could get a financial 
windfall and more than two 
dozen Chinese investors could 
receive green cards, PCDC 
Executive Director Floyd  
Akers said.

The deal, called Project Great 
Wall, hinges on the PCDC’s 
use of EB-5 investor money, 
which is money coming from an 
immigrant investor; in this case, 
a group of Chinese investors. 

Akers traveled to China in 
September as part of a Texas 
economic development mission 
headed by Gov. Rick Perry.

The U.S. government created 
the EB-5 investment program in 
the early 1990s to spur foreign 
investment and stimulate the 
economy. EB-5 investors must 
satisfy a number of government 
requirements such as creat-
ing at least 10 jobs and risking 
a certain amount of money, 
according to U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. 

Richard Gump, a Dallas-
based attorney specializing in 
immigration and nationality 
law, said EB-5 investment has 
ballooned in recent years. Much 

of the investment, he said, is 
coming from China.

“By the middle of next year 
the entire program might get 
backlogged,” Gump said.

Each EB-5 investor must risk 
$1 million, or if the invest-
ment is being used in a tar-
geted employment area, or 
TEA, the investment can be 
$500,000. A TEA is a rural 
or high-unemployment area, 
according to USCIS. Akers said 
the 130 Commerce Center has 
been designated a TEA, and 
the PCDC will be working to 
expand Pflugerville’s TEA along 
SH 130.

Akers said 30 Chinese 
EB-5 investors are investing 
$500,000 each—a total of $15 
million—to help construct two 
60,000-square-foot office build-
ings at 130 Commerce Center. 

The PCDC was previously 
working with developer Russell 
Interests on the construction 
of the two office buildings, 
originally called Project Olym-
pus, but Russell Interests is no 
longer involved in the project, 
Akers said.

“The EB-5 investors essen-
tially end up getting a visa. They 
get a 1 percent return on their 
money annually for five years, 
and at the end of the process 
they get a visa for them and 
their families to come to the 
United States and live as perma-
nent residents,” Akers said at a 
PCDC meeting. “What we get is 
two [60,000]-square-foot office 
buildings right here.”

Bob Honts runs regional cen-
ter Texas Lone Star Enterprises 
LLC, which is a partner in the 
deal. A regional center is like a 
broker that is licensed to engage 

in EB-5 deals, Akers said. He 
said a regional center also hires 
immigration attorneys, con-
ducts economic impact studies, 
vets investors and helps with 
immigration paperwork, among 
other duties.

Honts said the 30 Chinese 
investors and their $15 million 
investment would be gathered 
into an entity called Texas Lone 
Star Enterprises Pflugerville, 
which would invest the $15 mil-
lion in the joint venture created 
between TLSE and the PCDC. 

The $15 million would be 
held in escrow while the federal 
government does security 
checks to ensure the funds are 
legitimate, legal and can be 
used in America, said Honts, a 
former Travis County commis-
sioner.

The PCDC would be required 
to put up $1 million, Akers 
said. Of the EB-5 investors’ $15 
million investment, $5 million 
would go to the PCDC as reim-
bursement for the infrastruc-
ture such as roads and pipes the 
PCDC has built on-site. Akers 
said the PCDC would also use 

the $5 million to help bring ten-
ants to the office buildings. As 
part of the deal, the PCDC has 
agreed to prelease 85 percent of 
the office space in the buildings, 
Akers said.

The remaining $10 million 
would be used to construct the 
office buildings. 

“[The deal] has been judged 
by EB-5 attorneys that it is one 
of the safest ventures they’ve 
seen for EB-5, for the EB-5 
investors,” Honts said.

The PCDC would repay the 
$15 million plus interest to 
the investors. Once the bulid-
ings are built and leased out, 
the PCDC could potentially 
sell them. Rent paid by ten-
ants would be put in a special 
account to be used to repay the 
investors, Akers said.

Akers said the office build-
ings, if filled with tenants, could 
be worth about $28 million. 

Under the joint partnership, 
TLSE would own two-thirds of 
the buildings and property, and 
the PCDC would own one-third 
of it, Honts said.

If the buildings were sold, the 

EB-5 investors would be repaid 
$15 million and 1 percent annual 
interest. The PCDC would keep 
the difference, which, Akers said, 
could be more than $10 million. 
Profits from a sale beyond the 
$15 million and interest would 
be kept by the joint venture. The 
PCDC could use the proceeds to 
bring more businesses to town, 
Akers said. 

“The worse-case scenario to 
me is we don’t make the extra 
$10 million or $8 million at the 
sale, we break even on the sale,” 
Akers said. “But we have build-
ings and jobs, which is what  
we do.”

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

PCDC officials said rent at a proposed new office building would cost about $20 per square foot. 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 P

flu
g

er
vi

lle
 C

o
m

m
un

it
y 

D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

C
o

rp
.

130
TOLL

Pecan St.

   
   

   
   

  S
un

 L
ig

ht
 N

ea
r W

ay

Family Dental 
Services Provided

Call today to schedule your reservation!

Low Monthly Financing Available

All service 
provided 

by a highly 
trained & 

accredited 
general 
dentist. Hooty Alayan, DDS

FAGD, Fellow Academy of General Dentistry
FLVI, Fellow Las Vegas Institute

512-387-8296 

Visit our website for bio, testimonials &  
a list of all our services: 

GreatOaksDentistry.com

AMAZING NEW PATIENT DEAL
$49 comprehensive exam/x-rays *

Incredible holiday cosmetic package deals lasting till the end of 2014
*New patients without insurance, no cash value. Offer does not include cleaning. 

Cosmetic Dentistry • Same Day Crowns
TMD/TMJ • Invisalign

Sedation Dentistry • Implants
Always Lifelike Invisible Fillings

Over 1,000 Cosmetic Restorations
Free Cosmetic Consultation
Free Implant Consultation

Free Whitening for LifeBEFORE AND AFTER OF ACTUAL GREAT OAKS PATIENT

Impact Way

Possible future 
office buildings
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12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989

35

MoPac

Parmer Ln.
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Renfert Wy.

ORTHOPAEDIC  
SURGERY  

&  
TOTAL JOINT  

REPLACEMENT

Our philosophy is to exhaust non-surgical 
treatment options whenever possible,  

while providing specialized surgical treatment 
when necessary

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.
Specialty Trained in Joint Replacement

Board Certified in Orthopaedic Surgery

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 | www.capitalcityor tho.com | Info@capcityor tho.com

Offering comprehensive 
joint, bone, and muscle 
care including:
• Primary and complex revision 

joint replacement of  hip, knee and 
shoulder

• Direct Anterior hip replacement

• Surgical and nonsurgical fracture 
care

• Evaluation and treatment of  joint 
pain in the hip, knee, and shoulder

• Alternative and complementary 
treatments for painful arthritis

COMING SOON

orangetheoryfitness.com

ROUND ROCK
661 Louis Henna Blvd.
Suite 450

Round Rock, TX 78664 

512.969.6625

CALL NOW FOR SPECIAL PRE-OPENING RATES
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Source: City of Hutto

*Exact location of Carl Stern 
extension is subject to change

Map not to scale

Extension*
Hutto High 

School

CARMEL CREEK:  
Mixed-use 

development

HWY. 79

Carl Stern Blvd.
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85

     
      

    Brushy Creek

SH
 130

Roadwork underway on Carl Stern 
Boulevard extension project in Hutto
By David Barer

Construction has started on an exten-
sion of Carl Stern Boulevard in Hutto. 
The project will link Carl Stern to SH 130, 
improve transportation for area residents 
and create access to developable land in 
south Hutto.

The road extension will be integral to 
the development of Carmel Creek—a 
more than 400-acre budding residential, 
retail and commercial project west of 
Hutto High School. The extension should 
also create prime frontage property along 
the toll road, said Joey Grisham, Hutto 
Economic Development Corp. president.

“Carl Stern helps a lot. That is really 
going to speed up the development 
potential, especially for the box retailers 
that would definitely love to have that 
access,” Grisham said. 

Assistant City Manager Micah Grau 
said the road should be completed by 
December 2015. Long-term plans for the 
road include widening it by 2023.

Haas & Haynie is the developer behind 
the project, and real estate services 
company CBRE is representing the firm 
in Hutto. For the first phase of construc-
tion, the city will pay the developer a 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION

the property.
Grisham said the city recently com-

pleted a grocery store analysis that could 
aid in bringing a supermarket to town. A 
grocery store is a top priority for the city, 
he said. 

Grisham said H-E-B estimated it could 

open a location in the city in 2016 or 
possibly sooner. The city could also land 
a smaller grocery store in the interim, 
among other options, Grisham added.

“Certainly the [Carmel] property 
could make sense for a grocery store,” he 
said.

maximum of $5 million, which the city 
has five years to pay back, Grau said.

“We placed incentives in the agree-
ment for them to actually develop the 
property,” City Manager Karen Daly 
said. “I would hope that they will be able 
to attract some major retailers and some 
other businesses that would fit and do 
well with the visibility of the property.”

The Carl Stern extension will provide 
another outlet to the toll road for area 
residents to bypass crossing the railroad 
tracks to the north along Hwy. 79 and 
road construction on FM 685 that will 
last until late 2016.

Construction of a senior housing 
development called The Trails at Carmel 
Creek, which will be the first business 
located in the Carmel Creek develop-
ment, spurred the beginning of con-
struction of the Carl Stern extension, 
Daly said.

The Trails at Carmel Creek will con-
tain 61 apartments for people age 55 or 
older, according to DMA Companies, 
which is developing the senior homes.

Daly said the developer of Carmel 
Creek will have flexibility in what busi-
nesses and types of residences are built at 

The Carl Stern extension will provide a link for 

southern Hutto to SH 130 and access to planned 

commercial and residential development.PROJECT LINKS 

ROAD TO SH 130
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According to the Texas Depart-
ment of Family and Protective 
Services, reducing the amount of 
abuse and neglect among foster 
children is a top priority. Texas is 
divided into 11 regions of foster 
care, among which the amount of 
abuse and neglect cases vary.

in figures

Region number

Child population

Confirmed 
victims of child 
abuse/neglect

Fatalities

LEGEND

Source: Texas Department of Health and Human Services

66,398  
confirmed victims of child abuse 
or neglect in 2012–13 in Texas

5,149  
abused or neglected children 
adopted from foster care

In fiscal year 2012–13, Williamson County, part of region 7, 
had 3,092 alleged victims of child abuse or neglect in com-
pleted CPS investigations, with 690 victims confirmed. Of 
those, 95 children were removed as a result of the findings. 
Two fatalities were reported during FY 2012–13, but neither 
occurred while the children were in foster care. 

Child abuse-/
neglect-related 
fatalities total:  

156
59% 

Neglect

41% 
Abuse

16 confirmed 
victims of 
child abuse or 
neglect did not 
have a county 
designated

By Kate Morris
Amid growing concern for the 

state’s foster care system, a task 
force in Williamson County is 
considering improvements that 
can be made on a local level. 

According to the Texas Depart-
ment of Family and Protective 
Services, in the past two years 
there have been four abuse- or 
neglect-related deaths of children 
who were placed in foster care in 
Williamson County or who were 
from the county. 

“There’s around 500 kids in 
foster care in Williamson County 
at any given time,” Precinct 1 
County Commissioner Lisa Birk-
man said. “I think a lot of people 
hear the stories of children dying, 
and they’re appalled by it like 
everyone else but they really don’t 
know what to do. I’m hoping we 
can get the message out of things 
you can do.”

A task force set up by Birkman 
held its first meeting Sept. 25 to 
discuss the state of the foster care 
system in Williamson County 
and where gaps in care have 
developed. In its second meeting  
Oct. 10 the members identified 
how to close those gaps. 

The caseworker turnover rate 
was identified as a major issue in 
the foster care system, but the task 
force identified a lack of commu-
nication and collaboration among 
organizations to be the root of the 
county’s problems. 

“There’s a number of resources 
in the community that are all 
working in parallel on a lot of pub-
lic welfare issues, but there’s not 
cross-talk,” attorney ad litem Rob-
ert Maier said. “Recently my wife 
provided me a list of the services 
that are available here, be it men-
tal health, medical, food banks, 
pantries—these resources are out 
there. But we were talking about 
consolidating this into some sort 
of a centralized list.”

In 2013 the Texas Legislature 
put emphasis on attorney ad 
litems—attorneys who provide 
legal services to children—to be 
responsible for the educational 
and medical needs of the chil-
dren they are representing, in 
addition to their welfare and 
emotional needs, Maier said.

Maier also said each school 
district is required by state law 

to have a foster care liaison 
to help with communication 
between a foster family and the 
school district. 

“From an attorney ad litem per-
spective, this is a resource,” he said. 
“Now that we have a willing part-
ner in the school district, we can 
have better communication.” 

Other task force members 
include school district representa-
tives, foster families and organiza-
tions that work with foster chil-
dren—many of whom were also 
meeting for the first time through 
Birkman’s task force. 

“We have a lot of community 
resources just in Williamson 
County that we just don’t know 
about,” said Alisa De Luna, a 
task force member and execu-
tive director for the Williamson 
County Court Appointed Special 
Advocates, or CASA. “With the 
turnover in [DFPS Child Protec-
tive Services] sometimes the case-
workers just don’t know [about 
available resources], and they don’t 
make the requests of the child wel-
fare board to get the assistance that 
a child or even sometimes the par-
ents of the child need.” 

Turnover creates care gaps 
The Stephen Group is a con-

sulting firm that was selected by 
the Texas Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission and DFPS in 
February to review CPS. 

According to 
an assessment 
on CPS complied 
by The Stephen 
Group, CPS sees 
more than one-
quarter of casework-
ers leaving annually. 
Additionally, more 
than 43 percent of new 
employees leave within the 
first two years.  

“One of the issues that the state 
has is that the CPS worker’s aver-
age stay is nine months in CPS for 
a caseworker, and three months of 
that is training—so they’re in the 
field six months before they leave,” 
Birkman said. “If you had a list of 
all of those [resources] and keep 
it updated, that would be a huge 
help, and that’s not something the 
state’s going to do, but the county 
could host that on our website.”

DFPS also recently underwent 

a periodical review by the state 
legislative Sunset Advisory Com-
mission. As part of the review, 
which was completed in June, the 
commission identified CPS case-
worker turnover as high priority.

The SAC is a means for the Leg-
islature to take a closer look at state 
agencies and assess the continu-
ing need of those agencies to exist. 
In addition to stating whether to 
continue or abolish an agency, 
SAC identifies problematic areas 
within the agency in a report that 
is released to the public. 

The SAC is putting together a bill 
that will be presented in the next  
legislative session.

“Some of the critical issues are 
making sure that the coordination 
and education of resources and 
the coordination among the vari-
ous entities involved in our foster 
care system—such as the CASA 
volunteers and the CPS casework-
ers and, of course, our legal system 
and the interest groups—are con-
cerned about the welfare of our 
children,” state Sen. Charles Schw-
ertner, R-Georgetown, said.  

Schwertner and state Rep. 
Larry Gonzales, R-Round Rock, 
serve on the SAC. The two have 
also been working with Birkman 

and said they welcome input 
from the task force. 

State Rep. Tony Dale, R-Cedar 
Park, who serves as a member 
of the legislative Select Commit-
tee on Child Protection, has also 
been working with the task force.  

The committee was created 
last spring by House Speaker Joe 
Straus to study abuse and neglect 
fatalities in Texas and make rec-
ommendations for protection. 

“That Sunset bill is likely to 
pass, and that’s probably the best 
vehicle for these things that need 
to be done legislatively … instead 
of having a bunch of individual 
bills over here from members like 
me; it’s basically a have-to-pass 
bill,” Dale said.  

He said some of the task force’s 
proposed changes do not require 
new laws, but he still welcomes 
input at the task force meetings. 

Finding a fix
One option being considered to 

alleviate the problems in the foster 
care system is the implementa-
tion of a computer program called 
Information Management Protect-
ing Adults and Children in Texas. 

The IMPACT program was 
built in 1996, and modernization 

would allow for records and 
information to be centralized in a 
Web application. 

“The problem is that we don’t 
have access as the county attorneys 
to this system, which would help 
tremendously in our cases if we 
could at any given point look into a 
case file,” said Jo Poenitzsch, execu-
tive assistant attorney to the county 
attorney.

According to DFPS, IMPACT 
would help caseworkers docu-
ment cases faster and spend more 
time with foster families.

Other gaps identified by the task 
force were a lack of mentor pro-
grams and resources to support fos-
ter and biological families as well as 
the state monetary reimbursement 
system for foster families. 

The task force met again Nov. 
17, and although it was scheduled 
to be its final meeting, Birkman 
said she hopes to make the meet-
ings a regular occurrence. 

Additionally, she said she will 
continue working with state offi-
cials to convey the messages of 
the task force, and interested par-
ties are encouraged to email state 
representatives and senators or 
testify in person when the SAC 
bill is presented.

WilCo task force strives for 
reforms in local foster care
Deaths prompt officials to seek solutions

COUNTY SERVICES
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City Council approves exclusive park-use deal 
with Pflugerville’s largest youth soccer league
By David Barer 

Pflugerville City Council 
agreed to authorize a 10-year 
exclusive park-use agreement 
with the city’s largest youth 
soccer association Nov. 11 in 
exchange for $35,000 in field 
improvements and additional 
per-player fees.

The Pflugerville Area Youth 
Soccer League and other local 
youth soccer leagues have 
strained for years to find space for 
their practices and games on the 
limited number of Pflugerville 
sporting fields, some of which  
are deteriorating.

Under the agreement PAYSL 
would get exclusive use of Wells 
Point Park and Bohls Park for 
practices, according to the city.

Pflugerville officials said the 
exclusive-use agreement with 
PAYSL would not drastically alter 
the amount of fields available to 
other youth soccer organizations. 
PAYSL can also coordinate with 
other leagues on use of the parks 
for games. 

Furthermore, PAYSL’s input of 
$35,000 for capital improvements 
would revamp the soccer fields.

“If they have skin in the game, I 
think they are going to take better 
care of [the fields],” Pflugerville 
Mayor Jeff Coleman said about 
the soccer field maintenance.

The city works with three youth 
soccer leagues in Pflugerville: 
PAYSL, Austin Texans Soccer 
Club and One World. PAYSL has 
the largest number and percent-
age of players with Pflugerville 
addresses in the 78660 zip code.

“PAYSL’s resident participants 
make up 80 percent of the total 
resident participants in the three 
soccer leagues that the city works 
with,” said James Hemenes, 
Pflugerville Parks and Recreation 
director. The resident participa-
tion rate is important because the 
city uses property taxes to main-
tain the sports fields, he said.

Coleman said the soccer clubs, 
particularly PAYSL and the Tex-
ans, have disagreed over field use 
in the past.

Rudy Metayer, speaking on 
behalf of the Texans, said he was 
concerned conversations about 
the exclusivity agreement were 
not inclusive enough, among 
other issues.

Metayer also said the Wells 
Point fields are in desperate need 
of improvement. He said PAYSL 
is an institution in Pflugerville 
and the Texans would work with 
PAYSL on the use of field space.

Jeff Campbell, CEO of Central 
Texas Competitive Edge Youth 
Foundation, which is a youth 
sports organization, said the city 
should consider designating fields 
for different youth sports leagues 
such as football leagues. 

“I’m not here to cast stones at 
soccer,” Campbell said. “I’m here 
to ask, ‘What about football?’” 

Coleman said council spoke 
about bringing youth football into 
the future sports complex, which 
voters approved in the last bond 
election. He said doing so would 
alleviate some of the financial 
burden on football leagues.

YOUTH SPORTS
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Under the agreement, PAYSL 
would increase its per-player fee 
from $1 per player to $10 per 
rec-level player and to $15 per 
select-level player annually, which 

will help defray the city’s mainte-
nance costs, Hemenes said.

The city would continue its 
current field maintenance, which 
costs about $75,000 per year.

Source: City of Pflugerville
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Round Rock mulls the future of city-owned golf course
By Scott Thomas

Round Rock city officials are evaluating 
the future of the Forest Creek Golf Club, as 
the contract the city has in place with the 
operator expires in April.

The city owns the club and contracts 
with OnCourse Strategies to run it.

After the contract expires the city will 
have the option to renew with changes, 
manage the club in-house through the 
Parks Department or sell the club to a 
private owner, said Cheryl Delaney, then 
finance director for the City of Round Rock 
at a City Council meeting Oct. 7.

OnCourse President Mike Ussery said he 
would like to renew the contract with the 
city under terms that would restructure the 
debt payments for the course.

Ussery said the cash flows go toward 
debt service and operating costs. He said 
to make major capital improvements the 
money must come from elsewhere. Ussery 
said the course started in the early '90s with 
about $6.5 million in debt and is now at 
about $3.5 million. 

“It’s hard for the golf course to generate 
enough cash flow to pay that level of bond 
debt,” he said. 

Round Rock Communications Director 
Will Hampton said the way the contract 
was written is for the club to be financially 

self sufficient.
“One of the things that was important 

to the city when we built it was we wanted 
the course to pay for itself,” Hampton said. 
“We didn’t want the city or the taxpayers to 
essentially subsidize it.”

An audit of the golf course will go before 
City Council in December.

“I would be interested to know what 
other municipalities have done, what’s 
worked and what’s not,” Councilwoman 
Kris Whitfield said.

Mayor Alan McGraw said City Council 
will not make any decisions until after they 
see the audit.

“It’s going to stay a golf course,” he said. 
“It’s still a quality golf course, still a great 
amenity for the city. ” 

McGraw said he would not like to sell the 
course at this time because the city could 
lose money on the prospect. 

Councilman Craig Morgan said he 
would like to send out a request for quota-
tion, or RFQ, to elicit responses from pri-
vate parties on how to operate the course. 

“There would have to be pretty strict 
language that it would continue to be a 
golf course,” Morgan said. “What the RFQ 
would do is get some creative ideas on how 
to partner with the city.”

Morgan said at one point it was 

considered a top golf course in the county.
“For me there’s some concerns of it 

aging and not getting the necessary capital 
improvements a golf course needs over 
time,” he said.

Morgan said he would like to see the 
operator have the opportunity to make 
more money off the course as well.

Hampton said the city built the golf 
course in 1990 after the savings and loan 
crises eliminated a private developer’s 
funding for a golf course. He said after the 
property went into foreclosure a private 
party bought the land and donated it to the 
city on the terms that Round Rock would 
build a golf course there.

Hampton said the city’s goal at the 
time was to create high-end development 
around the course.

“Now it’s completely built out, and it’s 
one of the nicest neighborhoods in Round 
Rock,” he said. “In that sense the strategic 
initiative has been achieved.”

Keller Williams Realtor Kiersty Lombar 
said property values in the Forest Creek 
neighborhood continue to increase.

“Can I say that has to do with the golf 
course or not? I think not,” Lombar said. 
“It’s difficult for us to split the data. If we 
were in a down market we would probably 
be having a different discussion.”
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The Forest Creek Golf Club was built in the 
early 1990s to encourage development 
around it. Average home prices in the neigh-
borhood are in the $300,000s. 

Forest Creek Golf Club facts

• Course is 7,147 yards, par 72

• Features a practice center with a 
7,000-square-foot putting green, 
40-yard short game area, and 
grass and artificial turf driving 
range tee line

• Pro shop on-site

• Was named “Best Public Golf 
Course in Central Texas” by Golf 
Digest
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Treated wastewater a potential boon to development efforts in Pflugerville
By David Barer 

Pflugerville city leaders said they want 
to harness millions of gallons of treated 
wastewater the city would otherwise release 
into Gilleland Creek and provide it to  
local business.

According to a wastewater master plan 
City Council discussed Oct. 16, the city 
could pump millions of gallons of reuse 
water to areas with growing commercial 
and business prospects. Reuse water is 
treated wastewater below the standard of 
drinking water, but it can be used for irri-
gation and industrial enterprises. The plan 
could take years to come to fruition, City 
Manager Brandon Wade said.

“[Reuse water] gives an opportunity for 
us to utilize a resource that we already 
have,” Wade said. “And it gives us a great 
deal more flexibility when it comes to 
development in the future.”

City Councilman Brad Marshall said 

reuse water could extend Pflugerville’s 
potable water supply and helps with water 
conservation, among other benefits.

“If a business uses a lot of water, 
reclaimed water has the potential to 
significantly reduce the water costs for 
that business,” Marshall said in an email. 
“Additionally, the supply of reclaimed water 
is not significantly impacted by droughts, 
so the reliability of the system can be of 
importance to a business.”

The master plan calls for additions at 
the Gilleland Creek Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant that could yield up to 5 million 
gallons of reuse water per day. The master 
plan will go before the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission in December and then 
potentially to City Council, Assistant City 
Manager Tom Word said.

Wade said users of large amounts of 
water could receive reuse water, thereby 
reducing demand for the city’s drinking 

water supply. Reuse water could also be 
piped to office building cooling towers.  

The Pflugerville Community Develop-
ment Corp. and city officials have touted 
Pflugerville as a future office market. 
Current projects could lead to office towers 
being built at the 130 Commerce Center, 
a business park on SH 130, and Sunshine 
Village, a large potential development at 
Pflugerville Parkway and FM 685.

Wade said the city has already run pipes 
capable of carrying reuse water to the 
possible future location of a data center off 
Pflugerville Parkway. 

The reuse utility could cost up to $14.25 
million, but the cost could vary depending 
on how and where reuse water infrastruc-
ture is built. City officials have not yet cal-
culated a cost per 1,000 gallons, Word said.

The city would need seed money, Wade 
said, to set up a reuse utility accompanying 
the water and sewer utilities.

Startup funds could come from the 
water and/or sewer fund. The money could 
be loaned to the new utility and eventu-
ally paid back with reuse utility revenue, 
Wade said. Funding could also come from 
the city’s general fund, but Wade said he 
is “somewhat reluctant” to tap the general 
fund because of its high demand.

In building the system, the city could 
extend reuse pipelines incrementally into 
different zones along SH 130.

“Not all of the demand is going to come 
on at the same time,” Word said. “The city 
looked at phasing the improvements at the 
treatment plant.”

Word said there is also the possibility of 
running pipes to a single region if one large 
user were to need it. 

Northeast Metro Park, located near the 
wastewater plant, already receives reuse 
water from Pflugerville for irrigation. 
Wade said it is unlikely reuse water would 
be piped into west Pflugerville because of 
its higher elevation and distance from the 
treatment plant.

Other cities already have reuse projects 
in place. Austin’s purple pipe system chan-
nels reuse water to golf courses. Round 
Rock pumps reuse water to The Dell Dia-
mond and Old Settlers Park.
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Pflugerville officials are working 
on plans to create a reuse water 
utility. The city would upgrade 
its wastewater treatment plant 
in phases to increase capacity. 
Instead of building the entire reuse 
system at one time, the city could 
incrementally lay pipe to carry 
reuse water into zones north along 
SH 130 and into east Pflugerville. 
The overall project would create a 
new revenue-generating city utility, 
according to city documents.

305 N Heatherwilde Blvd, Pflugerville, TX 78660 • USE IT OR LOSE IT Insurance benefits

Smile bright for the holidays!
• High-Quality Dental Care

• Comfortable & Relaxed Setting
• Family-Oriented Practice

• Experienced & Caring Dentist
• Cutting-Edge Technology
• State-of-the-Art Facility

• Invisalign Certified
• Most Insurances Accepted

• Conservative treatment
• Monthly payment plans

• Sedation Dentistry available

FREE  
WHITENING 
FOR LIFE

after paid new patient 
Exam, Cleaning, & X-rays.  

Insurance pts only.  
Call for details.  

Expires 12/31/14

(512) 686-2999
 www.pflugervillecomfortdental.com

Dr. Lakshmi P.  
Balaraman Check out our reviews on Google!

• Individual & group lessons for 
children to learn at their own 
pace & strengthen social skills

• Specialized environments which 
build sensory-motor skills, social 
skills, high self-esteem and instill 
habits of concentration & inner 
security through carefully planned 
activities

• Decades of family & staff 

experience in education, with 
highly accredited teachers

• Wide variety of after-school and 
extracurricular programs

• Accepting applications for ages 
18 months - 6 years

• Toddler, Pre-K & Private 
Kindergarten, established 1987

• Open year-round: Monday - 
Friday 7:00 am - 6:00 pm

Call to schedule a school tour! 512.251.0428

THE TRADITION OF QUALITY FIRST ESTABLISHED BY DR. MONTESSORI, A TRADITION
THAT INCORPORATES STANDARDS BASED DIRECTLY ON DR. MONTESSORI’S WORK.

THE ONLY SCHOOL ACCREDITED BY ASSOCIATION MONTESSORI 
INTERNATIONAL (AMI) IN ROUND ROCK/PFLUGERVILLE/HUTTO AREA

2500 WEST PECAN ST. (FM 1825) PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660  |  WWW.PFLUGERVILLEMONTESSORI.COM

Pflugerville’s  
wastewater  
plant would  

be upgraded 
in three 

phases to  
increase 
capacity   
for new 

reuse water 
customers.
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PfISD finalizes location, site plan for High School #4

“Families continue to make their home in 
Pflugerville ISD because of the outstanding  
reputation of the school district and the family- 
friendly atmosphere of the communities we 
serve,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. Alex Torrez 
said. “It is an exciting time to be a part of this 
community, and we are thrilled to move forward 
with the construction of our next school.”  

The school will be located on a 150-acre tract of 
land near Lake Pflugerville, off Weiss Lane. The 
same site is expected to eventually be home 
to additional campuses, as the majority of the  
district’s growth is expected east of SH 130. 

“This was an important step forward in our dis-
trict’s long-range planning,” Board of Trustees 
President Elva Gladney said of the site selection. 
“Many factors went into the decision, including 
demographic projections that show tremendous 
expected growth in the area. At the end of the 
day, we felt like this was the best long-term  
solution for the district and community.”  

High School #4 is part of the $287 million bond 
package approved by voters in May 2014 and will 
eventually be home to 2,500 students.

“The new site will be able to house multiple 
district facilities and its location is more centrally 
located, which will make the boundary process 
easier,” Dr. Torrez said.

The goal is to open the high school for the 2017-
2018 school year. The district will name the cam-
pus and its principal roughly one year before the 
school opens. The district anticipates starting the  
process for the high school boundary realignment 
in the fall of 2016.

AVID, or Advancement Via Individual 
Determination, is an elective Pflugerville ISD 
student program dedicated to closing the 
achievement gap by preparing all students for 
college and other postsecondary opportunities. 
Part of a national program, more than 1,300 
PfISD middle and high school students 
are enrolled in an AVID class, but the AVID  
strategies are campus-wide at many middle and 
high schools. 
The mission of the program is to develop 
a sense of hope for personal achievement 
gained through hard work and determination 
and teaches students the skills and behaviors 
needed for academic success while creating 
strong student/teacher relationships. 

Pflugerville ISD will be closed for winter break 
from December 22, 2014 to January 2, 2015

/pfisd @pfisd

Read more about these stories and 
other PfISD news at www.pfisd.net

AVID prepares students for academic success

With the location of High School 
#4 chosen by the Pflugerville Board 
of Trustees in October, the district 
has begun preparations to break 
ground on the campus in early 
2015. The district’s fourth high school 
will help accommodate the tremendous 
growth expected in the area and provide 
relief to Hendrickson High School, which 
is already over capacity.

“AVID is more than a program, it is a belief that 
all students can achieve,” Rebecca Embry, 
advanced academics/AVID coordinator, said. 
“Utilizing a strong framework that supports 
students, teachers and schools, AVID provides 
students with additional and targeted aca-
demic support. AVID implemented campus-
wide is evident when the entire school culture 
believes in students and their future.”
The majority of students enrolled in AVID 
courses see a rise in their grade point average 
and are more likely to enroll in honors courses; 
and many times become role models among 
their peers. Perhaps more importantly, AVID 
helps to motivate students and provide the 
skills and confidence to reach their goals.   
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Hutto kicks off 
renovations to 
co-op gin building

Mixed-use development potentially 
coming to Kenney Fort Boulevard

Pflugerville City Council OKs rezoning 
for forthcoming neighborhood center

By David Barer
Hutto officials plan to begin renovations 

in December on the south gin building at 
the city’s iconic co-op site on Hwy. 79.

The city will turn the gin building into 
an open-air event center available to the 
community. Renovating the gin building 
is one portion of a master plan to turn 
the co-op site into a mixed-use urban 
development with parkland, retail shops, 
residential space and a new municipal 
complex, among other amenities.

Assistant City Manager Micah Grau 
previously said construction on the site 
could be key to bringing in private devel-
opers, which are expected to develop 

By Scott Thomas
An 83-acre, mixed-use development 

is planned at the intersection of Kenney 
Fort Boulevard and Forest Creek Drive in 
Round Rock. 

The land is currently undeveloped and 
owned by Tim Timmerman, an Austin-
area real estate developer. City documents 
show the development will be called Ken-
ney Crossing.

Timmerman said the property will have 
space for offices, local retail and a 250-
unit apartment complex. He said he does 
not know what specific businesses will 
occupy the development.

City documents show 30 acres of public 
open space as part of the development. 
The open space will include the location 
of Kenney Fort, the first settlement in 
present-day Round Rock.

“There’s lots of history on the property,” 
Timmerman said. “We wanted to preserve 

By David Barer
New retail space could be coming to 

an area near Pflugerville’s Cambridge 
Heights neighborhood, according to city 
planning documents.

City Council were expected to 
approve rezoning two tracts of land in 
November prior to publishing time—
one 8.6-acre parcel at A.W. Grimes Bou-
levard and Pflugerville Parkway, and a 
4-acre plot at Grand Avenue Parkway 
and Pflugerville Parkway.

“Based on the large lot configura-
tion of the subdivision and its general 
location at an intersection of two major 
arterial roadways and a major collec-
tor, Schultz Lane, the subject site has 
an opportunity to serve the residential 
neighborhoods in the western portion of 
the City in terms of retail and neigh-
borhood services,” a Pflugerville staff 
report on the property states.

DEVELOPMENT BRIEFS

aspects of the project such as the retail 
and residential development.

Hutto budgeted about $754,000 in fis-
cal year 2014–15 for the gin building and 
co-op site improvements. The city has 
been working on developing the 20-acre 
co-op site since it bought the land in 
2003, Grau said.

Shopping center at SH 45 N and I-35 
slated to begin expansion in 2015
By Scott Thomas  

The Round Rock Crossing shopping 
center at the intersection of SH 45 N and 
I-35 will expand with about 65,000 square 
feet of new construction, the management 
company announced in November.

Britt Morrison, senior vice president of 
the Austin Commercial Retail Division 
of The Weitzman Group, which manages 
the property, said retailers interested in 
the additional space include relocations 
and some new stores to the Austin-
Round Rock metro area.

“Round Rock has been a great, great 
market for us,” Morrison said.

Morrison said The Weitzman Group 
hopes to break ground on the expan-
sion in the second half of 2015 and 

the fort site even though there’s not a spe-
cific building there at this point.”

Timmerman said he has owned the 
property since the 1990s, and he felt the 
market was now right for development.

Timmerman said he plans to break 
ground in early 2015, and construction 
would last approximately 18 months.

The site is expected to become a 
neighborhood center, according to plan-
ning documents. Neighborhood centers 
have two or more non-residential uses, 
and they are intended to serve area resi-
dents by providing access to a variety of 
businesses within a walkable distance, 
city documents state.
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expects to be finished in approximately 
six to nine months.

Round Rock Crossing is currently  
97 percent leased, he said, which led to 
the expansion.

The shopping center is currently 
anchored by a Target. 
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FLU & COLD SEASON IS HERE!
With NO WAIT time to be seen by a doctor, you can skip the 
hospital waiting room and trust Cedar Park Emergency Center.

3620 E. Whitestone Blvd. * Cedar Park, TX * 78613 * (512) 260-2732 * www.CedarParkEmergencycenter.com

* Emergency care for adults & children

* Open 365 days a year / 24 hours a day

* Immediate service & test results

* On-site imaging & lab processing

* Locally owned & operated

c p e c*   *  *
open 24/7
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FirstTexasBank.net

Georgetown
900 S. Austin Ave.
512-863-2567

Georgetown
5321 Williams Dr.
512-869-8910

Pfl ugerville
1600 West Pecan
512-251-7889

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Rd.
512-259-2443

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Ave.
512-255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr.
512-246-6010

Sun City
480 Del Webb Blvd.
512-864-0379

Liberty Hill
721 Highway 183
512-778-5757

Why First Texas Bank?
“We have been banking with First Texas Bank for 25 years because 

they provide us with outstanding personalized service by knowledgeable 
staff  that have a genuine interest in helping our business grow.  Thank you 
First Texas Bank.”

~ Mark Ney, Owner

303 Leander Rd. 
Georgetown 

Mark Ney, owner of 
McInti re’s Garden 

Center, with his 
First Texas Bank 

partner: Jeff  Baker

INFO SESSION:
Main Campus (620 & 2222)
Wednesday, December 17 at 6:00 pm 
Register at concordia.edu/mba

Discover  
your calling.
Earning your MBA from  
Concordia University
Texas is:
Affordable
A valuable investment

Flexible
Two year program only one
night a week

Convenient
Two locations in Austin
or 100% Online
available 

concordia.edu/MBA
512.313.4MBA
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CITY & COUNTY
Compiled by David Barer, Stephen Burnett and Scott Thomas

New filters coming for water treatment plant

Water park gets an additional $1.5 million loan Clifford announces 
resignation; special 
election to be held 

County elections 
administrator resigns

Meter-reading system 
upgrades forthcoming

City OKs $40K for 
pool improvements

PFLUGERVILLE City Council approved 
the purchase of new filters for the city’s 
water treatment plant Oct. 28 at a cost of 
$1.35 million.

In 2006 the city installed 20 of the 
filters, formally called membrane cassettes, 
made by General Electric. Those filters 
are approaching the end of their lifespan, 
according to city documents.

“[The filters] have a life of about 10 years, 
and we are rapidly approaching that life,” 
Assistant City Manager Tom Word said.

Pflugerville’s water treatment plant 

can accommodate 25 of the specialized 
filters, and the city plans to install them 
in three phases.

Word said particles in the water have 
accumulated in the filters and reduced 
their capacity.

With a total of 25 new filters the treat-
ment plant’s capacity should increase 
from about 13.5 million gallons per day 
to about 18 million gallons per day, city 
documents state.

General Electric is the sole provider of 
the filters, Word said.

ROUND ROCK The Round Rock Cham-
ber of Commerce released an economic 
impact analysis Dec. 2 for 2011–2014. 
The report aims to analyze 
how money the chamber 
spent translated to jobs, 
tax dollars and economic 
growth for the city.

The report was conducted 
by Impact DataSource, an 
Austin-based economic con-
sulting company.

According to the report the 
chamber supported 34 proj-
ects from 2011 through 2014. 

The report states those projects generated a 
direct economic output of $927,514,749. The 
report also sates the projects the cham-

ber supported in that time 
period directly led to the 
creation of 2,785 jobs.

According to the report 
the projects supported by the 
chamber led to $10,994,882 
in additional revenue for the 
city of Round Rock, Wil-
liamson County, Round 
Rock ISD and other local 
taxing districts. 

Economic Impact 
• Projects completed by 

Round Rock Chamber 
of Commerce: 34

• Direct economic 
output from projects: 
$927,514,749

• Jobs created direct 
from projects: 2,785

• Additional revenue for 
local taxing districts: 
$10,994,882

Report shows economic development results

PFLUGERVILLE The city’s Commu-
nity Development Corp. and City Council 
approved resolutions Nov. 18 allowing the 
PCDC to loan Hawaiian Falls Water and 
Adventure Park an additional $1.5 million 
for construction costs.

The loan increase brings the principal 
amount of the loan secured by the PCDC 
to $25 million. PCDC Executive Director 
Floyd Akers said the additional money is 
needed because of the high construction 
costs in the Austin area.

“There will be no pass-through to the 
taxpayer,” Akers said Nov. 18 at a PCDC 
meeting.

Capital One loaned the money to the 
PCDC for the construction of the park, city 
documents state.

Hawaiian Falls pays the PCDC’s loan off 
in monthly installments, and Pflugerville 

taxpayers are not impacted, according to a 
PCDC news release.

“The project went approximately 7 per-
cent over budget, which is not significant,” 
Akers said in a prepared statement. “Most 
developments in today’s economy exceed 
their original estimates due to unpredict-
able construction costs.”

Akers said the loan is secured by the 
PCDC because the PCDC owns the water 
park. Hawaiian Falls built the park and 
leases it. The amount of the loan has 
increased, and Hawaiian Falls will pay for 
that increase as part of its monthly lease 
payments, Akers said.

“It is the city’s asset. It is the citizens’ 
asset, not Hawaiian Falls’ asset,” Akers said.

Hawaiian Falls has a 30-year contract 
with the PCDC to operate the water park, 
Akers said.

ROUND ROCK 
City Councilman 
Joe Clifford, Place 
3, announced his 
resignation at a 
Nov. 3 City Council 
meeting.

Clifford said his 
resignation was 
effective immediately and that he and 
his wife will be moving closer to family. 

“I will not talk of all the things 
I have been a part of that we have 
accomplished,” Clifford said. “My hope 
is that at some point someday someone 
remembers what I did, and they will 
just say, ‘He was steady, and the train 
never jumped the track.’”

City Council scheduled a special 
election to fill the Place 3 term for Jan. 
24, according to a statement from the 
city. Full-term elections for Place 3 and 
Place 5 will be held in May, the state-
ment read.

Clifford was elected to the City 
Council in a special election in 2004. 
He served as mayor pro-tem for  
two years. 

WILLIAMSON COUNTY Mem-
bers of the County Election Commis-
sion named Kay Eastes the interim 
elections administrator Nov. 18. 
Jason Barnett resigned from the posi-
tion Nov. 13.

Eastes was previously deputy elec-
tions administrator. She also previ-
ously served as interim administrator 
in 2013, following the resignation of 
former administrator Rick Barron. 

The Election Commission will con-
tinue to seek a new county elections 
administrator, according to a Nov. 19 
news release.

HUTTO City Council approved a 
contract with Itron Inc. to upgrade the 
city’s water meter system Nov. 6. 

City staffers decided to move for-
ward with a more advanced system of 
meter endpoints, which relay meter 
readings from users. A contract with 
Itron, which would buy back unused 
equipment and discount certain new 
meter-reading equipment, would be 
cheaper than replacing the entire sys-
tem, city documents state.

City staff budgeted $350,000 for 
the project in the fiscal year 2014–15 
budget. Itron’s proposal reflects a cost 
of $263,327. The remaining balance 
would be used to pay for meter instal-
lation services, documents state.

PFLUGERVILLE City Council 
approved $40,000 in late October to 
be used for Windermere Park pool 
upgrades.

Pool blankets and windscreens to 
shield the pool will be added, and a 
pool heater will be installed. 

“This pool investment is a relatively 
inexpensive way to provide the benefit 
of water aerobics, a very popular form 
of exercise with low impact on the 
joints, for seniors,” Mayor Jeff Cole-
man said in a statement. “I think it is a 
way to step out for our seniors and pay 
attention to our aging population.”

The city estimates $12,000 in addi-
tional annual revenue from the pool 
additions. Renovations are expected 
to be complete by early spring 2015, 
according to a news release.

The city examined installing a 
bubble cover over the pool but decided 
against it. The city’s Gilleland Creek 
pool is heated, but it is used six days a 
week in fall and winter by swim teams, 
according to a news release.

Joe Clifford

News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto, and Williamson and Travis counties

Tweetings

Hutto City Council
Meets first and third Thursday, 7 p.m.
401 W. Front St., Hutto
512-759-4033, www.huttotx.gov

Pflugerville City Council
Meets second and fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.
100 E. Main St., Pflugerville
512-990-6101, www.cityofpflugerville.com 

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

For these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
impactnews.com.

TweetingsMeetings

Round Rock City Council
Meets second and fourth Thursday, 7 p.m.
221 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401, www.roundrocktexas.gov 

Travis County Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin 
512-854-9020 www.co.travis.tx.us 

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meeting Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org 
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DISCOVER WELLMED AND ENJOY A NEW STANDARD OF 
HEALTHCARE. ONE YOU NEVER KNEW EXISTED.
WellMed is a medical group that specializes in healthcare for Medicare-eligible patients. We were created in 
1990 by a doctor who is passionate about giving quality, affordable care to patients. Today all of our doctors 
and staff members share that passion. We deliver a standard of care that helps those we serve live longer, 
healthier, happier lives.

•  We specialize in Medicare-eligible patients. You are our passion and our purpose.

•  We take time for you, because we care about you. Our doctors see fewer patients each day so you have 
time to create a long-lasting relationship based on trust and respect.

•  Our doctors and staff members are thorough. We take time to answer all of your questions and explain all 
of your test results.

•  We provide affordable care. We help connect those who qualify with social and financial assistance programs.

•  Health care guidance offered 24/7. Some locations offer after-hours and walk-in appointments…just like 
the old days.

•  We accept Medicare and select Medicare Advantage plans.

• An independent study shows WellMed patients live longer.*

* According to an 8-year study performed jointly with the American Academy of Family Physicians, WellMed patients in Texas ages 65  
and older live longer than the general Texas population of adults in the same age group. The study was published in the January 2011 
Journal of Ambulatory Care Management.

Does this sound too good to be true? Tour a WellMed location near you and see what 150,000 
patients love about WellMed!  Visit DiscoverWellMed.com 

WellMed is a medical group with a network of primary care physicians and specialists. WellMed accepts Original Medicare 
and select Medicare Advantage health plans. Plans vary by county.

AD_AU_DISC_CO10614

Optum Sales Support Center connects Medicare beneficiaries with resources including licensed insurance 
agents that sell Medicare Advantage and Medicare prescription drug plans.

Call toll-free 866-868-6745 today.
A representative from Optum Sales Support Center can 
connect you with a licensed insurance agent in your 
area to review your health insurance plan options.

WM_Discover_SAS_Impact_10x12.25_NOV_PRINT.indd   1 10/27/14   3:33 PM
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EDUCATION

District to sell $25 million 
worth of bonds for new school

Compiled by David Barer, Emilie Lutostanski and Lyndsey Taylor

Tweetings

Hutto ISD board of trustees
Meets second Thursday at 7 p.m.
200 College St., Hutto
512-759-3771. www.hutto.txed.net

Pflugerville ISD board of trustees
Meets third Thursday at 7 p.m.
1401 W. Pecan St., Pflugerville
512-594-0000. www.pflugervilleisd.net

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

For these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
impactnews.com.

TweetingsMeetings

Round Rock ISD board of trustees
Meets third Thursday at 7 p.m.
300 Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock
512-464-5000. www.roundrockisd.org

Austin Community College board of trustees
Meets first Monday at 6 p.m.
5930 Middle Fiskville Road, Austin
512-223-7613. www.austincc.edu

AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE The board of 
trustees voted Nov. 17 to ban the use of electronic ciga-
rettes on all ACC properties.

The change expanded the college’s smoke-free policy 
to prohibit nicotine vapor and smokeless tobacco prod-
ucts effective Jan. 5.

“We want to maintain a healthy and safe environment 
for our students and employees,” said Mary Hensley, 
ACC executive vice president of college operations, in a 
statement. “Research indicates that smokeless tobacco 
products pose significant health hazards, [such as] caus-
ing cancer and other diseases.”

ROUND ROCK  ISD The board of trustees appointed 
officers of the board and swore in newly elected and re-
elected trustees Nov. 20. 

Trustee Chad Chadwell, Place 2, was appointed 
president of the board, and Pauline Law, Place 7, 
was appointed vice president. Trustees selected Paul 
Tisch, Place 6, for the secretary position. Catherine 
Hanna, Place 1 trustee and board president, retired 
her seat. Newly elected board members Suzi David, 
Place 5, and Nikki Gonzalez, Place 1, were sworn in, 
along with incumbents Diane Cox, Place 3, Tisch and 
Terri Romere, the Place 4 trustee who ran unopposed 
in the Nov. 4 election.

Elected officials, including state Rep. Larry Gonzales, 
R-Round Rock; Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw; and 
state Sen. Charles Schwertner, R-Georgetown, swore the 
trustees into office. 

Austin Community College 
bans e-cigs effective Jan. 5

RRISD selects board officers 
in first post-election meeting

HUTTO   ISD The board of trustees approved the sale 
of $25 million of bonds Nov. 13 to fund construction of 
Norman Elementary School, which will be located in the 
Riverwalk subdivision in southwest Hutto.

HISD officials said district elementary schools in south 
Hutto are exceeding capacity.

Nearly half of HISD’s total 6,189-student enrollment is 
elementary students. The district has more than 80 per-
cent capacity in all of its elementary schools combined, 
which is a trigger point for the district to begin construc-
tion on a new school, according to a news release.

Construction on Norman will begin in spring 2015. 
The school should open for the 2016–17 school year, the 
news release states.

The bonds will be sold using a variable rate of interest. 
The interest for the first five years will be locked at  
2.15 percent. 

“It is still extremely important that we continue to 
increase our fund balance so we can meet our debt obliga-
tion if we were ever in a financial crisis again,” HISD 
Deputy Superintendent Ed Ramos said in a statement.

The bond sale will not increase taxes, the news release 
states. HISD voters approved $128 million in bonds in 
2008 for the construction of two elementary schools and 
a high school. After selling $25 million in bonds for Nor-
man, the district will have $94.5 million in bonds remain-
ing to be sold, the news release states.C
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Mayor Alan McGraw swears in Place 3 trustee Diane Cox at a 
ceremony Nov. 20.

ACC joins other colleges and universities, including 
The University of Texas, with the decision to ban elec-
tronic vaping devices. ACC’s current smoke-free policy 
was adopted in October 2011 and prohibits the use of 
smoke-producing tobacco in district facilities, on college 
grounds and in ACC-owned vehicles.

The board’s action also adds tobacco, nicotine vapor 
and related products to the existing policy prohibiting 
tobacco-related advertising and sponsorships at ACC 
events and in college publications.

Appropriate signage and informational materials will 
be placed at all ACC campuses and facilities in Janu-
ary. ACC’s Human Resources Department also will 
offer smoking cessation workshops for faculty, staff and 
students.

At the December regular board meeting, trustees are 
expected to review and approve a timeline for the bond 
process. In May voters approved a $299 million bond to 
fund accommodations for district growth, new technol-
ogy, arts facilities and more. 

The proposed timeline for the bond process includes 
meeting with credit rating agencies in early January and 
possibly making the first bond sale the same month.  
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TODAY!
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COVERED BY INSURANCE

MULTIPLE LOCATIONS
AROUND TEXAS
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HAMILTONVEIN.COM

KNOW THE SIGNS AND 
SYMPTOMS OF VEIN DISEASE. 60% of people suffer from

some form of vein disease 
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Main Street, Pflugerville. Free. 512-990-6113. 
www.pflugervilletx.gov

13 Breakfast with Santa Claus
Children and parents can have a 

pancake-and-sausage meal with Santa 
Claus in the cafeteria of the River Horse 
Academy– the former Hutto Middle School– 
across from Fritz Park. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance from the Hutto Parks 
and Recreation Department, and children’s 
tickets include a craft activity. Space is 
limited so parents are encouraged to buy 
tickets as soon as possible. 8:30–10 a.m. $5 
(adults), $10 (children). River Horse Academy, 
200 College St., Hutto. 512-759-4000.  
www.visithutto.com

13 Downtown Christmas Fair
Stop at downtown Hutto stores to 

buy gifts and browse craft vendors selling 
handmade items, home decor, jewelry 
and toys. Restaurants and food vendors 
provide meal options. Attendees can hear 
live entertainment from the Hutto High 
School jazz band, Farley Middle School 
choir, Hutto Middle School choir, Farley 
Middle School band, Tuba Christmas and 
Dance N Groove. The YMCA Children’s 
Area includes crafts, games, bounce 
houses, photos with Santa Claus and a 
snow slide with tubes. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Free (admission). Downtown Hutto, East 
and Farley Streets. 512-759-4029.  
www.visithutto.com

Kids Corner. Attendees can also purchase 
a Reindeer Raffle ticket, which has a $1,000 
grand prize. 8–11 a.m. (Breakfast with Santa), 
8 a.m.–1 p.m. (Holiday Craft Extravaganza). 
free (admission to HCE), $5 (Reindeer Raffle 
ticket), $10 (BWS preorder tickets), $12 
(BWS, day of event). Hendrickson High 
School cafeteria, 19201 Colorado Sand Drive, 
Pflugerville. 512-579-6801.  
www.hendricksonseniorcelebration.webs.com

06 Holiday in the Park
The annual Brushy Creek Municipal 

Utility District event features a shopping 
village featuring local vendors, a trackless 
train, petting zoo, bounce house and slide, 
storytelling, holiday crafts, face painting 
and cookie decorating. Families can bring 
an unwrapped toy to participate in the 
Operation Green Santa program and receive 
complimentary hot chocolate and popcorn. 
Parents can bring a camera for photo 
opportunities with Santa Claus and Rudolph 
the Red Nosed Reindeer. Noon–3 p.m. Free. 
Cat Hollow Park, 8600 O’Connor Drive, Round 
Rock. 512-255-7871, ext. 218.  
www.bcmud.org

07 Christmas wreath workshop
Participants can create a holiday 

wreath in a class for beginners led by 
instructor Sara Ferguson. Supplies are 
provided in the cost of the workshop, and 
class space is limited. Email info@huttocac.
com to RSVP for the workshop. Proceeds 
benefit the Hutto Cultural Arts Community. 
2–4 p.m. $40 (write checks to Crossroads 
Church). Hutto Discovery United Methodist 
Church Annex, 350 Ed Schmidt Blvd., Hutto. 
512-846-1707. 

10 Round Rock New Neighbors 
luncheon

The Round Rock New Neighbors club hosts 
the married singing duo of Gary and June 
Allen at its monthly luncheon. Based in Sun 
City, the Allens have been singing together 
since 1962 and perform a set of Christmas 
and country songs. Must RSVP by Dec. 5. 
10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. $15 (by mail), $17 (at 
the door), $3 (seat only). Fern Bluff Municipal 
Utility District Community Center, 7320 
Wyoming Springs Drive, Round Rock.  
512-487-8249. www.rrnewneighbors.org

11 Holiday open house
The San Gabriel Rehabilitation and 

Care Center hosts a holiday community event 
featuring photo opportunities with Santa 
Claus, refreshments and cookie decorating. 
In addition, attendees can make donations to 
Round Rock Police Department’s Operation 
Blue Santa program. 4–8 p.m. Free. San 
Gabriel Rehabilitation and Care Center, 4100 
College Park Drive, Round Rock.  
512-334-8000.  
www.sangabrielrehabcenter.com

13 Christmas Parade & Pfestival of 
Lights

The inaugurated event replaces Holidays 
at Heritage Park and features the annual 
parade presented by the Knights of Columbus 
Council 10373, music by the Rowe Lane 
Elementary School choir, line dancers, 
children’s arts and crafts, hot chocolate and 
cookies, a bonfire for roasting marshmallows 
and photos with Santa Claus. 5:30–8 p.m. 

December

05 Christmas Family Night 
The city of Round Rock hosts the 

annual community celebration in downtown 
Round Rock. The event features a welcome 
from Mayor Alan McGraw, illumination of Main 
Street and the water tower with holiday lights, 
and the arrival of Santa Claus. Other activities 
include live music and dance performances 
at Prete Main Street Plaza, candle making, 
carriage rides and game booths. Round Rock 
Public Library activities include a puppet 
show, letters to Santa Claus, Christmas 
ornament crafts and a craft sale. Attendees 
can partake in free snacks, such as hot dogs, 
popcorn and hot chocolate, and vendors offer 
other food items for purchase. Free parking is 
available in the City Hall parking garage and at 
the library. 6:30–9:30 p.m. Free. 221 E. Main 
St., Round Rock. 512-341-3361.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

06 through 07   
Drive-thru Christmas 

Luminary
Visitors can experience the story of the 
birth of Jesus Christ through live scenes 
from the comfort of their vehicles. Two 
shifts of performers and live animals bring 
the Nativity story to life through scenes, 
such as the manger scene, “Adoration of 
the Shepherds” and “Three Wise Men.” 
Immanuel Lutheran Church has presented 
the Drive-thru Christmas Luminary annually 
since 1985. 6:30–8:30 p.m. Free. Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 500 Immanuel Road, 
Pflugerville. 512-251-4494. 
www.ilcpville.org

06 and 07, 12–14, and 18–25   
Christmas Towne

The annual Christmas event includes light 
displays, a light maze, petting zoo, pony rides, 
holiday foods and entertainment. The Kiddie 
Express train, pony and carnival rides are also 
available. Christmas Towne is located at the 
exit to the Rock’N Lights Holiday Lights Tour 
in the Old Settlers Association and The Dell 
Diamond.  6 p.m.–approximately 10:15 p.m. 
Free (admission), $1 (train ride, child), $2 (train 
ride, adult), $2 (pony ride). 3300 E. Palm Valley 
Blvd., Round Rock. 512-341-5292.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

06 Holiday Craft Extravaganza and 
Breakfast with Santa 

Hendrickson Senior Celebration hosts a pair 
of simultaneous events to help raise funds for 
its year-end all-night lock-in for Hendrickson 
High School graduating seniors. Breakfast with 
Santa participants can partake in a pancake 
breakfast and photo opportunities with Santa 
Claus. Holiday Craft Extravaganza participants 
can bid on silent auction items and browse 
sale items from 50 vendors and crafters while 
children participate in games and activities in 

CALENDAR

13 Boxers & Brews
Guests can drink craft beer 

in commemorative pint glasses and 
visit with up to 10 boxers available for 
adoption in the taproom of Rogness 
Brewing Co., which is donating $1 from 
every glass sold at the event to Austin 
Boxer Rescue. Attendees can interact 
with pet vendors Poochie Trends, Your 
Helping Paws, For Tails Only and Hip 
Hounds; purchase ABR T-shirts and 
2015 calendars; and patronize food 
trucks, such as Frydeez and The Ginger 
Armadillo. Children and dogs can also 
take a photo with Santa Claus. Potential 
adopters should visit ABR’s website to 
fill out an online adoption form and learn 
more about the adoption process.  
3–7 p.m. $10 (pint glass plus first pour), 
$4 (refill). Rogness Brewing Co., 2400 
Patterson Industrial Drive, Pflugerville. 
512-968-1343.  
www.austinboxerrescue.com

13 Holiday historic home tours
Participants can visit private 

residences and a local church in the Old Town 
Hutto neighborhood. Guests can see holiday 
decorations and have refreshments at each 
location as part of a self-guided tour. Tickets 
must be purchased in advance from the city of 
Hutto Development Services Office. Proceeds 
benefit the Historic District Marker Program. 
2–5 p.m. $10 per person. Old Town Hutto. 
Tickets available at 409 W. Front St., Ste. 200, 
Hutto. 512-759-4029. www.visithutto.com
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through 30
Rock’N Lights Holiday Light Tour
The third annual drive-thru light show features all-new displays through Old 

Settlers Park. The 1.5-mile-long path features 2 million lights and a light tunnel. Park 
admission includes entry into Christmas Towne. Visa and Mastercard credit cards are 
accepted. 6–9 p.m. (Dec. 4, 7–11, 14–17 and 25–30), 6–10 p.m. (Dec. 5–6, 12–13 and 
18–24) $15 (family vehicles), $75 (commercial bus). Old Settlers Park, 4111 E. Old Settlers 
Blvd., Round Rock. 512-341-5292. www.roundrocktexas.gov

C
o

ur
te

sy
 c

it
y 

o
f R

o
un

d
 R

o
ck

D E C
04

Featured EVENT



Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • December 2014 FEATURES  29

Find more or submit Round Rock, 
Pflugerville and Hutto events at  
impactnews.com/rph-calendar.

To have Round Rock, Pflugerville and 
Hutto events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted by the 
second Friday of the month prior to the 
month they take place.

13Christmas Dreams & Snowy 
Things

The CHASCO Family YMCA hosts the 
Christmas celebration featuring real snow, 
giant slides, paintball, zip line, inflatable rides, 
concessions and live music. An appearance 
by Santa Clause is scheduled. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Free. Boles Family Sports Complex, 107 E. 
Bowman Road., Round Rock. 512-246-9622. 
www.ymcagwc.org

14 Christmas choral concert
The McNeil High School Musicale and 

the First United Methodist Church hand bell 
choir join choirs from eight local churches 
for the 20th annual Drive A Senior holiday 
concert program. Susan Leach, St. John 
Vianney Catholic Church musical director, 
serves as conductor. Guests can hear 
seasonal favorites such as “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful,” “Deck the Halls” and the “Hallelujah 
Chorus.” A photo booth for attendees wishing 
to document the moment with a photograph 
is also available. The deadline for seniors to 
sign up for a ride is Dec. 11. 7 p.m. Free. St. 
John Vianney Catholic Church, 3201 Sunrise 
Road, Round Rock. 512-310-1060 

15 through 16   
Everything is $5 fundraising sale 

The volunteers of Scott & White Hospital 
Round Rock and Sun City Clinic host a 
budget-friendly jewelry and accessory 
sale. Items include pashmina and infinity 
scarves, watches, wallets, purses and quilted 
totes. The volunteer group, which features 
almost 200 members, uses the funds for 
improvements throughout the hospital. All 
items are $5 each, and credit and debit cards 
are accepted. 7 a.m.–6 p.m. (Dec. 15),  
7 a.m.–4 p.m. (Dec. 16). Free (to attend). 
Scott & White Hospital–Round Rock hospital 
lobby, 300 University Blvd., Round Rock.  
512-509-0100

16 Holiday Spectacular
Members of the dance, theater and 

writing clubs at the Allen R. Baca Center for 
Senior and Community Activities provide 
entertainment during a holiday event that is 
open to the public. 12:30–2:30 p.m. Free. 
Allen R. Baca Center, 301 W. Bagdad St., 
Bldg. 2, Round Rock. 512-218-5499.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/bacacenter

18 Round Rock Symphony Holiday 
Celebration

The program includes performances of festive 
seasonal favorites in collaboration with the 
Round Rock Community Choir and Round 
Rock Children’s Choir. 7–9 p.m. $10 (student), 
$20 (general). Round Rock ISD Performing 
Arts Center, 5800 McNeil Drive, Austin.  
www.roundrocksymphony.org

19 Christmas Extravaganza concert
First United Methodist Church and 

the Pflugerville Arts Council present the 
Classical Artists Concert Series Christmas 
concert featuring pianist Michael Schneider 
and musicians Houston Hill and Trevor Shaw. 
The trio performs a family-friendly program 
featuring solo piano selections, carols and an 
audience participation selection to close the 
performance. 7 p.m. First United Methodist 
Church sanctuary, 500 E. Pecan St., 
Pflugerville. 512-251-2575.  www.pflame.org 

205K and fun run/walk fundraisers
Participants in the inaugurated Run 

for Rachel 5K and Jingle Bell Fun Run can 
choose from running in a timed 5K race or a 
1.5-mile fun run/walk that is not timed. Both 
events begin in The Dell Diamond parking 
lot, and the top three runners in the 5K race 
receive medals. Commemorative T-shirts are 
also available for purchase on race day. All 
participants must sign a waiver and release 
of liability to participate and/or attend. The 
deadline to register is Dec. 13. Proceeds 
benefit the Cook family to help pay for 
expenses for Rachel Cook, who is undergoing 
treatment for breast cancer. 7 a.m. (packet 
pickup), 9 a.m. (race begins), $40 (5K), $15 
(fun run/walk). Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd., Round Rock. 512-775-9508.

20 Parents Shopping Day
The Brushy Creek Municipal Utility 

District provides a full day of activities, 
holiday crafts, games and a movie for 
children to allow parents an opportunity to 
wrap up holiday shopping errands. Advance 
registration is required, and space is limited. 
Parents should send a sack lunch and 
beverage for each child; a snack will be 
provided. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. $12 (member), $15 
(resident) and $25 (nonresident). Brushy Creek 
Community Center, 16318 Great Oaks Drive, 
Round Rock. 512-255-7871, ext. 218.  
www.bcmud.org

31 Noon Year’s Eve Party 
Round Rock Public Library patrons 

age 3 and older can celebrate the arrival of 
2015 without missing bedtime. Guests can 
partake in crafts, a quick book-based movie 
and a countdown to noon in Meeting Room 
C. 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Free. Round Rock 
Public Library, Meeting Room C, 216 E. Main 
St., Round Rock. 512-218-7034.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

January

01 Pfreeze Pflop
Brave the unheated waters of Scott 

Mentzer Pool to bring in the new year. Canned 
good donations are accepted for local food 
banks. 10–11 a.m. Free (with canned good 
donation). Scott Mentzer Pool, 901 Old 
Austin-Hutto Road, Pflugerville.  
512-990-6350. www.pflugervilletx.gov

Sponsored by

Online Calendar

Compiled by Richard Guerrero

SPONSORED BY: ATMOS ENERGY AND THE CITY OF ROUND ROCK

DECEMBER 11, 2014
4:00-7:00 pm 
at San Gabriel Rehab. and Care Center

4100 College Park Drive, Round Rock
512-334-8000

1460
35 University Blvd.

College 
Park Dr.

FREE PICTURES WITH SANTACOOKIE DECORATINGBLUE SANTA DONATION SITE
BRING A NEW TOY TO DONATE

University Blvd.

SANTA

M. Ali Khan MD

Always see a physician!         Same day & next day services

Non-narcotic treatment options        Board certified in Anesthesiology  
           & Pain Medicine 

TexasPainSpine.com | 512-388-1190

Round Rock  
7215 Wyoming Spring

Suite 300A 
Round Rock, TX 78681

Austin 
801 W. 38th St.

Suite 400 
Austin, TX 78705
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Schedule your consultation today.

(512) 458-2141
tocaustin.com

1130 COTTONWOOD CREEK BLDG. C SUITE 4 | CEDAR PARK, TEXAS | 78613

THESE SURGEONS NOW IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED IN 
OCULOPLASTIC AND FACIAL COSMETIC SURGERY

We focus on two principles: extraordinary results and uncompromising care.  
Texas Oculoplastic Consultants offers an unprecedented level of expertise and safety.

Visit us online to find one of our 19 Central Texas locations.
512.GO.STARS | TEXASSTARS.COM

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Parking is now included in all ticket prices.

MONDAY-THURSDAY:            NIGHT
Bring an H-E-B brand non-perishable product, receive $5 off your ticket.

WEDNESDAY: WINNING WEDNESDAY
If the Stars win, everyone receives a free ticket to the next WW game.

NEW! WEDNESDAY:          CHALLENGE
When the Stars score 3+ goals, fans receive a BOGO offer the next day!

NEW!NEW! FRIDAY: FUN FOOD FRIDAYS
Grab a soda, hot dog, Pizza Hut pizza slice or domestic draft beer for

only $3. You can also enjoy $4 Robert Mondavi Private Selection wine!

SATURDAY:             LUCKY ROW
The first Stars player to score wins lottery tickets for a selected row!

SATURDAY-SUNDAY:                    FAMILY 4-PACK
Receive 4 tickets, 4 hot dogs and 4 sodas starting at $15 per person.

All times Central.
HOME

Featured Games & Promotions:
FRIDAY 12.12

Sing For Santa Weekend

SATURDAY 12.13
Sing For Santa Weekend
Justin Dowling Garden Gnome Giveaway

WEDNESDAY 12.03
Food Drive Night

FRIDAY 12.27
Commemorative

Calder Cup 2015 Calendar
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Veterans Day at the Fallen Warrior Memorial at Pfluger Park

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

1

Compiled by David Barer and David Weaver
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About 200 veterans, residents and others 
gathered at the Pflugerville Fallen Warrior 
Memorial at Pfluger Park on Nov. 11 to 
celebrate Veterans Day.

The event included addresses by 
Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman and Texas 
Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson, 
among others. Hendrickson High School’s 
Marine Corps Junior ROTC Honor Guard 
and Drill Team marched with flags, and a 
group of four vintage planes made several 
passes over the gathering while flying in 
formation.

Veterans Day is a federal holiday honoring 
military veterans. It dates back to the end 
of World War I and was originally called 
Armistice Day. 

1  Veterans watch the ceremonies among 
the crowd.

2  Four planes from the Commemorative 
Air Force Central Texas Wing perform a 
flyover during the Veterans Day ceremony 
at the Fallen Warrior Memorial at Pfluger 
Park on Veterans Day.

3  The Hendrickson High School Marine 
Corps Junior ROTC Honor Guard and Drill 
Team present and post the colors.

4  Attending veterans gathered in front of 
the Fallen Warrior Memorial at Pfluger Park 
on Veterans Day.

5  Frank Hansen, an Army veteran of 
WWII, gives the invocation.

6  Members of the Hendrickson High 
School Marine Corps Junior ROTC salute 
during the ceremony.

7  The Concordia High School band and 
choir performed.

8  Patriot Guard Riders served as flag 
bearers during the Veterans Day ceremony.
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Rock’N Lights Holiday Light Tour & 
Christmas Towne Old Settlers Park
3300 Palm Valley Blvd.
Operating schedule:
December 1-30
Dec. 1-17: Sunday through  
Thursday 6 to 9 p.m.;  
Friday and Saturday 6 to 10 p.m.
Dec. 18-24: 6 to 10 p.m.
Dec. 25-30: 6 to 9 p.m.

Christmas Towne is free  
and will be open the following days: 
Dec. 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20,21, 22, 23, 
24 and 25.
roundrocktexas.gov/rocknlights

Christmas Family Night
December 5 at 6:30pm
Downtown Round Rock
roundrocktexas.gov/parksandrec

ARTS, PARKS, PLAZA, 
LIBRARY & DOWNTOWNROUND ROCK

Holiday Puppet Shows
“Oh No, Santa!”
Monday, Dec. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 9:30  
(baby-friendly)
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 10:30 a.m.

Introduction to Genealogy
Mon., Dec. 8, 9:30 a.m.
RSVP to jdemsky62@aol.com

Happy birthday, Madeline! 
Celebration at the Library Friday
Dec. 12, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Poetry Afternoons at the Library
Featuring Alan Altamont and  
Nancy Fierstein 
Sat., Dec. 13, 1:30 p.m.

Teen Book Club
“Found,” by Margaret Haddix Peterson
Tues., Dec. 16, 7 p.m.

Tween Gaming
Thurs., Dec. 18, 4:30 p.m.

Teen Tech Club
Tues., Dec. 30, 4:30 p.m.
jdance@roundrocktexas.gov

Noon Year’s Eve Party (ages 3 and up)
Tues., Dec. 31, 11:30 a.m.

MORE INFORMATION FOUND  
AT ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG

EVENTS HELD AT 216 E. MAIN STREET
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ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV  
512-218-5447

512-218-7099

Subscribe to Round Rock News, the City of Round Rock’s e-newsletter, to get information about your city government right to your inbox. Sign up at roundrocktexas.gov/subscribe
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7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 2:  
Readings by Brad Stutzman 
Council Chambers, 221 East Main Street.

2:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 3:  
Movie and Games at Library 
Round Rock Public Library 216 E. Main St.

5:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 4:  
First Thursday at Artspace  
with Model Trains
ArtSpace 231 E. Main St.

6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5:  
Christmas Family Night
Main Street Plaza

9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 6: 
Market Days
Centennial Plaza, 301 West Bagdad St.

2 p.m. – 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7:  
Santa Pictures at Sweet Love and Sugar 
Britches
Sweet Love Sugar Britches 106 S Mays St.

Penfold Theatre Company - Miracle on 34th Street
December 4 - December 27
Tickets and information penfoldtheatre.org

Sam Bass Community Theatre - Best Christmas Pageant Ever
December 5 – December 28
600 N Lee St, Round Rock • sambasstheatre.org

Round Rock Symphony Holiday Concert with the Round Rock Choir
Thursday, December 18, 7 p.m.
Raymond E. Hartfield Performing Arts Center 5800 McNeil Drive, 
Austin, Texas • roundrocksymphony.org

Williamson County Symphony Performance
Friday, December 19, 7:30 p.m.
St Margaret Mary Catholic Church in Cedar Park
Saturday, December 20, 7:30 p.m.
Celebration Church – Georgetown/Round Rock • wilcoso.org

Five Visual Artists featuring five styles of art!
December 15 - February 15
J.B. & Hallie Jester Williamson County Annex
1801 Old Settler Road, Round Rock, Texas

Sam Bass Community Theatre- New Year’s Eve Special
December 31, 2014
Reservations Required • sambasstheatre.org

12 DAYS OF MAIN STREET IN 

DOWNTOWN
ROUND ROCK

6:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 8:  
Holiday Puppet Show
Round Rock Public Library,  
216 E. Main St.

7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9:  
Vignettes Best Christmas  
Pageant Ever 
Sam Bass Theater Youth Guild
Main Street Plaza, 221 East Main Street.

Wednesday, Dec. 10:  
Christmas Karaoke at Quinns
Quinns 101 East Main Street.

6:30p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11:  
Christmas in Wonderland
Scarlet Rabbit 410 West Main Street

Thursday, Dec. 11:  
Beer Pairing Dinner
Fire in the Hole
Fire in the Hole 103 Main St.

Friday, Dec. 12:  
Caroling and Cocoa at Che Bella 
Che Bella 101 West Main St.

Friday, Dec. 12:  
Movies Make a Difference  
Holiday Drive-In  
$25 per car load or $5 with two unwrapped toys 
(donation to Toys for Tots), 6 p.m. Rise of the 
Guardians, 8 p.m. Arthur Christmas. Concessions 
available onsite. 50’ Zip It obstacle course run by 
Specialty Team of Medical Professionals, PLLC.
115 E. Bagdad Avenue.

Saturday, Dec. 13:  
Guitar Performance by Childbloom,  
Gift of the Magi
City Council Chambers, 7 p.m.

ACTIVITIES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV/12DAYS

You’ll find activities to
put you in the holiday spirit. Events take place at

various locations in and around downtown.
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County Line Equestrian Center

130
TOLL

138

Judy Gibney, owner and operator of County Line Equestrian Center, exercises a horse at the center.

Connie Mitchell and her horse undergo an evaluation at County Line 
Equestrian Center.

Ranch hand Michael Gonzales helps unload feed and supplies at 
County Line Equestrian Center in Hutto.

Gibney has seven quarter horses on a 120-acre property, which are 
used for instruction in horseback riding lessons.
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County Line Equestrian Center
Stable provides horse riding lessons to instill confidence

L earning to ride a horse is not about picking up a 
hobby; it’s about learning to become self-aware, 
Judy Gibney said.

The professional horseman trainer owns County Line 
Equestrian Center in Hutto. She said since opening in 1995 
the business has aimed to help students of all ages and skill 
sets become better people through horsemanship.

“When you learn more about yourself, you can be a bet-
ter human being,” Gibney said. “And that’s been the whole 
focus of what we’re doing. It’s not about riding a horse. It’s 
about being in control of your own self to know how to 
communicate the proper way.”

County Line Equestrian Center has 26 stalls on 120 acres 
for boarding horses, which is the business’s primary rev-
enue source. Gibney said she uses eight of her own horses 
for training in individual lessons.

Gibney trains students from ages 8 and older. Lessons 
are $60 an hour. She provides lessons to small groups of 
two or three people for $55 an hour per person.

The business also offers additional training for boarded 
horses at $375 a month.

Although Gibney’s business has been in operation for 
more than 20 years, it has been difficult to establish a 
foothold in the community, she said. In part, the decline 

of the U.S. horse industry has brought on hard times for 
equestrian center owners, Gibney said.

“When the horse industry went sour, people were 
abusing and abandoning horses,” she said. “They weren’t 
feeding them. From the [1980s] to now it’s been [an 
unstable] business.”

During the toughest points of the Texas drought Gibney 
had to travel to Missouri to get hay, she said. 

The business owner said a laundry list of expenses 
has to be paid, and the equestrian center rarely makes a 
profit. She said she hires temporary workers to help with 
the management of the facility but does not have any full-
time employees.

Gibney said if her profit margin improves she can 
dedicate more time to her passion: community outreach. 
She said she loves teaching the value of horsemanship to 
children who are underprivileged, have special needs or 
behavioral issues. She said it makes them more disciplined 
and confident. 

“Horses open up that opportunity of self-awareness to 
someone who might be way too shy or have other damages 
to their emotional health to be able to talk to a counselor, 
for example,” Gibney said. “They can talk to the horses. 
And that’s what we have continued to thrive on.”

BUSINESS

1001 CR 138, Hutto
512-252-0931
www.countylineequestrian.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–noon.  
Sun. by appointment.

By JJ Velasquez

1512 Town Center Dr, Ste. Suite 500 • Pflugerville, TX 78660 • (512) 251-3700 • OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY

Friendly Staff Free Lasik  
Screening 

Most Glasses  
Same Day

DR. GARCIA AND DR. SNOWBERGER, OPTOMETRISTS
PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY FOR 10 YEARS

PFLUGERVILLE STONE HILL TOWN CENTER

w w w . p f l u g e r v i l l e t s o . c o m

Celebrating 10 Years of 
Caring for Our Community
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The Plantation House in Pflugerville has hosted nearly 900 weddings since 1998. 
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The Plantation House
Pflugerville venue creates scenic backdrop

T anner and Joanna King said brides 
often panic on their wedding day 
at The Plantation House, the wed-

ding venue the couple owns, but not for 
the reason most people would expect.

“They worry that it’s almost too easy,” 
Joanna said. “They keep thinking, ‘Should 
I be doing something?’ Should I be asking 
different questions? But because we are so 
hands-on, and it’s our place, we have every-
thing ready to go.”

Since Joanna’s parents opened The Plan-
tation House in 1998, the venue has hosted 
nearly 900 weddings, Tanner said. In 2011 
the Kings bought the house and the busi-
ness from Joanna’s parents.

The wedding venue sits on 5 acres and 
includes a large house wedding guests can 
use, a climate-controlled wedding recep-
tion area, a small gazebo for the wedding 
ceremony and a meticulously groomed 
landscape that Tanner said makes every 
photo a great shot.

The Plantation House was built in the 
'80s for a family with 10 children. In 1995, 
Joanna’s family bought the house and, three 
years later, turned their family home into a 
wedding venue. Joanna said her parents had 
been entrepreneurs for most of their lives—
her dad owned Video Austin, a video store, 

off Cameron Road for many years—but had 
no wedding business experience prior to 
starting The Plantation House.

“They just thought this would be a great 
place for weddings,” Joanna said.

Joanna said she was drawn to buy the 
business from her parents because she 
enjoys how the job changes on a daily basis.

“The wedding day itself is such a rush,” 
she said. “There is a lot of adrenaline, a lot 
of emotions and everything moves quickly; 
I love that pace. It’s also very rewarding 
work because we are trying to produce the 
best day of their lives.”

The Plantation House has a maximum 
capacity of 200 people, and Joanna said 
the ideal amount of guests is 125 to 150. 
The Kings have a list of vendors they can 
recommend to brides and grooms-to-be for 
services such as food and music. However, 
Joanna said they are happy to work with 
any vendors the guests of honor want.

And although every wedding is differ-
ent, Joanna said the couple’s philosophy for 
each one remains the same.

“We try to take care of all the details so 
they don’t have to worry on their big day,” 
Joanna said. “We want their wedding day 
to be family- and friend-focused so they 
don’t have to do a lot of work.”

BUSINESS

By Gene Davis

Book ahead
The Plantation House co-owner Joanna King 
recommends anyone considering a fall or spring 
wedding at The Plantation House reserve their 
date between a year to 18 months in advance. 

She added that 2015 summer dates quickly 
filled up after a climate-controlled wedding 
reception area was added.

Wedding tips from the pros
Tanner and Joanna King said they have helped 
put on hundreds of weddings, and they have a 
few tips for anyone planning for their big day.

Hire professionals: Joanna said that 
although couples sometimes think they 
can save money by taking a do-it-yourself 
approach, she often sees these couples 
spend more money than if they went with a 
professional from the start. 

“[Hiring professionals] just takes a lot of the 
anxiety and a lot of the work out of it,” she said.

Spouses should work together: Tanner 
and Joanna said they often see a bride take on 
most of the planning and responsibilities and 
the groom has little involvement.

“It needs to be more on guys to say, ‘This is my 
future, too,’” Tanner said.

No such thing as perfection: Joanna 
recommends that brides and grooms not worry 
about having the perfect wedding. 

“I think the best memories are made in the 
imperfect part of the day sometimes,” Joanna 
said. “Regardless of what happens, you’re 
getting married, so keep that the focus.”

The Plantation House

Kelly Ln.

W
ei

ss
 L

n.Hidden Lakes Dr.
3603 Kelly Lane, Pflugerville
512-990-3800
www.plantationhouse.us

Tanner and Joanna King co-own the Plantation 
House in Pflugerville.

The Plantation House added a climate controlled 
wedding reception area in May.

The Kings said their goal is for guests to feel at 
home on their wedding day.

The Plantation House offers the main property as 
an area for wedding parties to prepare.

Est .  2001

Imagine A 
younger &
healthier 

you.

Chris tmas  
Holiday Party  

DECEMBER 11TH, 5-8PM
• CUPCAKE BAR & WINE TASTING

• GREAT SALES ON SERVICES
BEST DEALS OF THE YEAR, DON'T MISS OUT!

Chris tmas  
Holiday Party  

DECEMBER 11TH, 5-8PM
• CUPCAKE BAR & WINE TASTING

• GREAT SALES ON SERVICES
BEST DEALS OF THE YEAR, DON'T MISS OUT!

FACIALS • OXYGEN TREATMENTS • HAIR REMOVAL 
DERMAPLANE •LASER SKIN REJUVENATION • SKIN TIGHTENING

SPIDER VEIN REMOVAL • CHEMICAL PEELS

FACIALS • OXYGEN TREATMENTS • HAIR REMOVAL 
DERMAPLANE •LASER SKIN REJUVENATION • SKIN TIGHTENING

SPIDER VEIN REMOVAL • CHEMICAL PEELS

512-733-2639
4010 Sandy Brook Dr. ,  S te.  #205

Round Rock, TX

Cadizlaserspa.com

$100 OFF

Including hair removal, facial 
resurfacing & skin tightening  

Offer expires 1-8-15.

$100 OFF
ANY  

PACKAGE
ANY  

PACKAGE
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Octavio Benavides (left) and Tre Dotson first began pondering the possibility of opening a Round Rock 
restaurant while employed at Maria Maria, a downtown Austin restaurant that closed in 2012.

The Coca-Cola-braised Brisket Fundido ($9.98) is 
topped with vegetables, brisket and avocados.

The Campechana Cocktail comprises shrimp, 
avocados and other ingredients in cocktail sauce.

The restaurant’s Taco Tuesdays give customers a 
chance to try a variety of tacos.

The Torta Ahogada sells for $11.99. Tortas are ac-
companied by fries and pickled jalapenos.
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Tortuga Flats
Restaurant veterans strike out on their own 

O ctavio Benavides and Tre Dotson 
were working at a downtown 
Austin restaurant when Dotson 

had an epiphany to start a restaurant and 
bar in Round Rock, he said.

The two had been discussing the idea 
of starting their own venture together, 
and Dotson, a Round Rock native, said it 
made sense to come home.

“The way growth in Austin is going, 
everything is coming up this way,” he 
said. “I think we are sitting in a really 
good area.”

It took about four years to get off the 
ground, but in September 2013 the two 
opened Tortuga Flats, which offers unique 
styles of Mexican food.

The fare served at the restaurant is 
not what most people think of as Mexi-
can food, although many of the flavors 
are inspired by the coastal and interior 
regions of Mexico. Dotson and Benavides 
said they are not inclined to call their 
restaurant Tex-Mex.

Instead, Benavides said the kitchen 
experiments with menu items while serv-
ing dishes customers enjoy.

“I think that’s the most important thing 
in the restaurant business,” Benavides 
said. “If you’re not able to evolve and rec-
ognize what [customers] do and what they 
don’t want, then that’s what’s going to lead 
to you having to throw in the towel.”

Dotson said he loves getting feedback 
from customers. He said establishing a 
niche and growing can only be achieved if 
a business listens to constructive criticism 
from its clientele.

Benavides said the privately owned 
Tortuga Flats has an advantage on its 
corporate competitors because dishes 
and drinks can be changed quickly. For 
example, the bar changed the recipe for its 
michelada—a beer cocktail of lime juice, 
tomato sauce and other ingredients—in 
one day. At a corporate chain, one would 

DINING

By the numbers

By JJ Velasquez

10

8-10

signature tacos

signature cocktails

Tortuga Flats
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3107 S. I-35, Round Rock
512-388-1445
www.tortugaflats.com
Twitter: @tortugaflatsrr
Hours: Mon.–Wed. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Thu.–Sat. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

face a bureaucracy slowing the process, 
Benavides said.

Benavides said the kitchen is able to 
adapt its dishes to accommodate dietary 
needs, such as a gluten allergy or vegan 
lifestyle. The restaurant has served a qui-
noa veggie taco, and Dotson said even the 
most consistent of carnivores can appreci-
ate Tortuga Flats’ veggie enchiladas.

Among the coastal-inspired food 
options is the Escabeche de Cameron. 
The appetizer, sold for $8.99, is a blend of 
pickled shrimp from the Texas Gulf Coast, 
red onions, carrots and fresno chiles. 

Benavides said he spent time in 
Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula as a college 
student. As an anthropology major, Bena-
vides said he observed cultural artifacts 
but also picked up on culinary practices.

He said he inherited his affinity for fla-
vor from his parents, who own Mittman 
Finer Foods in San Antonio. Although he 
worked under them as a child, Benavides 
said he is still learning the business.

Dotson said opening the restaurant had 
its early bumps in the road, but the restau-
rant came away with good insight. 

“We took some punches in the begin-
ning, but I guess we have learned to dance 
with it now,” Dotson said. 

32
employees

On a typical Friday the 
restaurant goes through about 

80
pounds

10-15
gallons

of chips of salsa

and

6 tacos served on 
Taco Tuesday; the sixth 
taco is a specialty taco 
made only on that day

Source: Tortuga Flats

314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.
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“Stephen loves to help people and is one of The Arc’s 
most charismatic participants, eager to greet anyone who 
enters the building. He also has a challenging disability, 
and when he first came to The Arc of the Capital Area 
was shy, withdrawn, and disinterested. As he settled 
into a new environment surrounded by peers, his social 
skills improved and he became more outgoing. His joyful 
personality helps him sell his work and is an inspiration to 
his fellow artists. The desire to market his work, develop 
financial literacy, and learn customer service skills made 

Stephen the genesis for the professional artist track at The Arc’s Studio. The Studio pro-
gram promotes social inclusion and provides opportunities for adults with disabilities 
to develop self-esteem and to ultimately work toward making a personal income.

Arc of the Arts Program

The Arc of the Arts is a creative arts program that provides services for people with 
disabilities ages 14 and older. The staff teaches a curriculum in music, art, and digital 
media. The program also gives clients an opportunity to socialize and participate in 
the community through sales of their work at shows and special events.

Donate now to make a difference!

Thank you for supporting The Arc of Texas!

 

“The Arc of Texas creates opportunities for all people with intellectual and developmental
 

disabilities communities and make the choices that affect their lives in a positive manner.”

WAYS TO DONATE:

 

 

www.TheArc ofTexas.org

For people with intellectual and
developmental disabilitie s

Call 512-707-0008.

Call 877-272-1236. The Arc of the Capital Area
4902 Grover Avenue, Austin, TX

512-476-7044
www.arcofthecapitalarea.org

Make a financial donation at

Donate your vehicle! 
We take care of all the  
paperwork & the pickup. 

Donate your gently used clothing 
& small household goods!

8001 Centre Park Dr., Suite 100 
Austin, TX

512-454-6694
www.thearcoftexas.org

512-255-6525 www.expertserviceco.com
TACLA018059C

Holiday Special

WINTER
TUNE 

UP

Holiday Special

$69
Book your 
tune up
 today!

Happy holidays!
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Johnny T’s BBQ

Pflugerville Pkwy.

130
TOLL

685

The two meat plate has a choice of sides including grilled vegetables and cream corn. 

John Tomlinson, owner of Johnny T’s BBQ, said he 
has wanted to own a restaurant since childhood.

The meat plates are priced by their number of 
meats and their weight. 

The grilled vegetable salad is a side option at 
Johnny T’s BBQ. 
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Johnny T’s BBQ
Pflugerville chef looks to have broad appeal

J ohn Tomlinson, the owner of 
Johnny T’s BBQ in Pflugerville, said 
he has known he wanted to run his 

own restaurant since he was a child.
Tomlinson said his drive to become a 

restaurateur started with his grandfather, 
who bought a steakhouse when Tomlinson 
was 3 years old. Tomlinson said the steak-
house, which also had an old-fashioned 
butcher shop, was his favorite place to be.

“Just being in it was magical; it was like 
being in a toy store,” he said. “I’ve wanted 
my own restaurant ever since.”

After working at nearly a dozen res-
taurants and attending the Le Cordon 
Bleu College of Culinary Arts in Austin, 
Tomlinson became head chef at Main 
Street Grill. He said he decided to make 
the leap from chef to restaurant owner 
after he noticed a failing restaurant off RR 
620 near his house in Round Rock.

“It was kind of a bold decision,” he said. 
“It was mainly that I was just cocky and 
thought I could do better.”

Although he had a background in fine 
dining, Tomlinson said he decided to open 
Johnny T’s BBQ because the building had 

housed a barbecue restaurant since the 
‘90s. He also liked that barbecue appealed 
to a wide range of people.

“I was wanting something that had a 
broader audience than fine dining,”  
he said. 

Johnny T’s BBQ stayed in its Round 
Rock location for seven years. In July, 
Tomlinson relocated his restaurant to 
Pflugerville after his Round Rock landlord 
decided to repurpose the building that 
previously housed his restaurant.

Tomlinson said he chose the Pfluger-
ville location off FM 685 because no other 
barbecue restaurants were nearby.

“There was a void in this area,” he said. 
“There has been a great reception in the 
community.”

Meanwhile, Tomlinson said he hopes to 
reopen a Johnny T’s BBQ in Round Rock 
next year.

“I’ve lived and worked in Round Rock 
since 2000; I do miss being in that market 
over there,” he said. “I’ve built so many 
relationships with people over there; we’d 
like to get back.”

DINING

1202 FM 685, Ste. B5-B6
512-852-1535
johnnytcaters.com
11 a.m.–9 p.m., daily.

Barbecue and Sauce
Johnny T’s BBQ owner John Tomlinson said 
he slow-smokes the restaurant’s brisket and 
pulled pork for about 16 hours on a grill with 
oak wood. 

The other meat options such as St. Louis ribs, 
chicken breast and turkey breast are also 
grilled with the oak wood. 

Johnny T’s BBQ sauce options include a spicy, 
Texas-style sauce with chipotle peppers and 
black pepper; a North Carolina sauce with 
apple cider vinegar and red pepper flakes; and 
a slightly sweet sauce made with brown sugar.

The sides
Tomlinson said he takes the sides seriously.

Three of the most popular sides are:

The Tamale Potato Casserole, which blends 
mashed potatoes and pork tamales, is layered 
with sour cream and cheese.

The green beans are flash-fried with onions, 
red bell peppers and Texas sea salt.

The pinto beans are seasoned like chili, 
blended with onions and contain bits of 
brisket.

Catering
Tomlinson said he can cater events for 20 to 
600-plus people.

The catering options include a two-meat or 
three-meat barbecue buffet, which comes with 
three sides, sauce, and eating and serving 
utensils. The two-meat barbecue buffet costs 
less than $10 per person, and the three-meat 
buffet costs less than $12 per person. 

“We try to keep our prices as competitive as 
we can,” he said.

Tomlinson said he also offers a fine-dining 
option different from the barbecue buffet.

By Gene Davis

Bio Identical Hormones
Teen Health

Annual Gynecologic Exams 
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears 
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause 

Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery 
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

12221 Renfert Way, Ste. 220 • Austin, TX 78758
1305 W. 34th St, Ste. 407 • Austin, TX 78705

SAIMA JEHANGIR, MD, MPH, FACOG 

512.716.0971 
www.lotusobgyn.com

MoPac

Cedar Bend Dr.

Park Bend Dr.

St. David 
North Austin 
Medical 
Center
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W. 38th St.
W. 34th St.

MoPac

Pediatric Dentistry 
of Round Rock
Kelsey Bookmyer, D.D.S.

Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Caring for children 
in Round Rock 

since 2002
• infants – teens 
• parents welcome in treatment rooms
• In-network provider for Delta and Cigna

www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

 I-35

Oakwood 
Blvd.Round 

Rock 
Hospital 620

• sedation dentistry available
•  nitrous oxide
• sealants

(512) 733-5311
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John Darby 
Hutto Chamber of Commerce President
By David Barer 

The newest president of the Hutto Chamber of Commerce, John Darby, has worked 
in chambers of commerce and nonprofits for the past 16 years. Darby took the cham-
ber’s reins in Hutto on Aug. 18. He previously served as CEO of the Texas Chiro-
practic Association. Darby is a graduate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Institute 
for Organization Management. He also earned the Certified Association Executive 
designation from the American Society of Association Executives. He is married and 
has a 13-year-old son and a 10-year-old daughter.

PEOPLE

What drew you to Hutto?
Hutto has a great sense of community 

and as a community has been able to rally 
around … the hippo and made it our own. 
It is not just the high school mascot. There 
are 3,000-plus concrete hippos throughout 
Hutto. It is a small town with a big town 
real close by. But even then there are a 
number of amenities right here in town: 
obviously a great school system, a great 
place to raise kids, a burgeoning park 
system. Certainly quality of life is second 
to none. 

For those who don’t know much 
about the Hutto chamber, what is its 
purpose?

Our role really is to build community 
prosperity. We help the business com-
munity succeed and thrive. It is not just 
about, ‘Oh lets go out and grow a busi-
ness,’ it is about community prosperity. As 
business owners do well, they are able to 
hire more employees. They are also able to 
pay their employees better, offer benefits 
or better benefits. When that happens, 
when everyone has more money in their 
pocket, they are more likely to want to 
vote yes on a school levy or on an Emer-
gency Medical Services levy, which means 
that we have better schools and better 
emergency services. As commerce prolif-
erates, we have fewer potholes because we 
have more sales tax money to fill in our 
potholes. So while we primarily service 
the business community, it is about com-
munity prosperity.  
 

 
What has surprised you about this 
city?

I grew up in a small town and have 
been away from a small town for a long 
time. What do I love? I guess it is more 
of a surprise that reminded me of how 
great it is to walk into a restaurant and 
know a bunch of people, say ‘hi’ and shake 
hands. It’s not that I just walk in and walk 
straight back to my table; it is going to be 
a little bit of a trek because I’ve got to walk 
back and say hi to the mayor and shake 
hands with some guys from the school 
district and the economic development 
corporation and whatnot. It has been a 
great experience because the community 
knows one another, and we are able to see 
each other and interact. 

What was your first order of 
business?

My first order of business was Olde 
Tyme Days; it is our biggest event of the 
year. I was hired two months before the 
event. This year it has been primarily 
volunteer-led, and they have done great 
work.

What major changes do you hope  
to make?

I wouldn’t call them changes as much 
as it is taking programs to the next level. 
The chamber is a great organization with 
a strong foundation with some really 
good programs that I think we can make 
even better. A great example of that is 
“Go Hutto.” If you peel the onion and say, 

‘What exactly is this?’ it is a shop local cam-
paign. … The idea behind “Go Hutto” is to 
educate [the community] and say, ‘Hey, you 
know you could drop that off before you 
leave town and pick it up when you come 
back in.’ The difference is that your sales tax 
dollar goes to fill a pothole here, it pays for 
teachers and emergency responders here. So 
it is an educational program much greater 
than just a typical shop local campaign. 
That is just one example of a number of 
different programs that have a really strong 
foundation and are going well, and I see my 
role as taking those to those next level.  

Are there any major goals you have 
set out for yourself or things you 
want to see done during your time 
here?

I think that one of the things that we 
really want to do is to have a capital facili-
ties plan. We’ve got a great little downtown 
here, and our facilities don’t exactly match 
the look and the feel of the cityscape. I have 
a capital facilities plan where I would love 
to do some remodeling that makes it fit in 
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John Darby took over as president of the Hutto Chamber of Commerce in August. Darby said the goal of the 
chamber is bigger than growing and retaining businesses—it is about community prosperity. 

Hutto Chamber of  
Commerce quick facts

79

E
ast S

t.

Farley St.

1660

122 East St.

• Founded in: 1986
• Number of chamber business 

members: 230

with the cityscape. We have a great down-
town. I think most people, when they think 
of a downtown, they don’t think of this. 
But if you come down on a Tuesday night, 
you are going to be hard-pressed to find 
parking. If you come down on a weekend, 
you are going to find some great live bands 
here. So people do spend time here. It’s our 
goal, while we are the front door of Hutto 
by default; I want to have a facility here that 
showcases that.

NOW ENROLLING 
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years  
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certified and 
specialized teachers with degrees 
(BS, Masters).

• Educators experienced in  
language, math, science, art, music, 
Spanish, Hindi and Sign Language.

• Extracurricular activities  
(yoga, dance, piano & theatre arts).

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

Established 
1996

Infant 
Nursery 

Open

Unique framing of  Art, Objects, Diplomas, 
Awards and Flat Panel Televisions

103 North Railroad Avenue
Pflugerville, TX 78660

512-835-6695 
www.wordyisms.com

Celebrating the birth of our grandson, Andy!

Wordyisms Framing Memories  
Since 1984

Remember to bring your  
Christmas projects in early!
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Veterans Connection Thrift Store

35 Gattis School Rd.

M
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Joseph Boatman and his daughter Jenna opened the Veterans Connection Thrift Store to help support 
veterans.
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Veterans Connection 
Thrift Store
 Owners aim to support former military 

V ietnam War veteran Joseph 
Boatman defines himself as 
a caretaker, which is why the 

former Navy Combat Corpsman opened 
Veterans Connection Thrift Store in 
Round Rock last year.

Joseph retired from his job as a safety 
consultant in 1998 and has been serving 
as vice president of the Texas Association 
of Vietnam Veterans. TAVV and the city 
of Austin started providing veterans in 
need with apartments through the No 
Longer Homeless program. However, the 
apartments had no furnishing.

“They were still sleeping on the floor,” 
Joseph said. “They had nothing.”

 TAVV started cooperating with the 
Veterans Administration to furnish the 
apartments through donations. 

“But we found that many items being 
donated, veterans couldn’t use, like a 
piano,” Joseph said.

Joseph and his daughter Jenna Boat-
man started looking for a store where 
they could sell these donated items and 
use that money to fund the No Longer 
Homeless program. 

Jenna, the store’s manager, said they 
walked into a thrift store and the owner 
asked them if they wanted to buy it. 

“That’s how we ended up with a thrift 
store — literally overnight,” Jenna said.

Jenna said she quit her previous job to 
run the store. 

People can support the store’s cause 
by donating goods and shopping there. 
Almost anything can be donated, Jenna 
said. But as winter approaches, warm 
clothing is needed. Small kitchen appli-
ances and toys are also popular,  
Jenna said. 

The store provides veterans with 
goods, information and connections, 
Joseph said. 

“If they need counseling, we can 
connect them with the right agencies,” 
Jenna said. “We help them go through 
all the information and work within the 
system.” 

But not many ask for help, Joseph said. 
“Especially the younger ones don’t 

want to ask for anything,” Joseph said. 
“They are almost afraid of being  
turned down.”

He encourages all veterans to come 
into his store and reach out for support.

“Our veterans gave an awful lot for us,” 
he said. “When they ask for help, we need 
to be there for them.”

Joseph said he strives to keep support-
ing the No Longer Homeless program 
with his store.

“This has been a lot of work, but we 
have a lot of fun, too,” Joseph said. “It’s a 
heartwarming business. Hopefully, our 
customers feel that, too.”

NONPROFIT

1601 S. I-35, Ste. 330, 
Round Rock 
512-218-1372
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Sun. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

By Sabine McCalla

Duffle Bag Sunday
Second Sunday of each month, 1–4 p.m.

The store donates items such as pillows, 
comforters, bed sheets or small kitchen 
appliances to the American Legion. On Duffle 
Bag Sundays many useful products are piled 
to the ceiling in a separate room of the shop. 
Veterans can choose among these items and 
take what they need for free. All they need 
to bring is their veterans card or military 
identification.

Volunteers needed
The biggest problem for the store is the 
need of a truck to pick up furniture, Veterans 
Connection owner Joseph Boatman said. 

“We miss a lot of donations because we don’t 
have a truck. We are in desperate need of a 
pickup or a small box truck.”

Also, the coordination of pickups and 
deliveries can be difficult at times, he said. 
Therefore, volunteers who could help with 
pickups and deliveries would be appreciated, 
he said.

Most needed donations
• Warm cloth
• Comforters
• Sheets
• Toys
• Books
• Small kitchen appliances
• Silverware
• Curtains
• Furniture
• Any kind of household goods

Veterans Connection accepts most items for dona-
tions and uses the proceeds from their sale to 
support the store’s cause.

King Wilson, a Vietnam veteran, shops for apparel 
at the Veterans Connection Thrift Store. 

Serving Forest Creek and
surrounding areas for over 11 years.

ABC Medical Center
Superior Medical Care for 

Adults, Babies and Children

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

Sandra Esparza, MD Ramon Esparza, MD
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(512) 310-9700(512) 310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane

Round Rock, TX 78664Accepting most insurances • Now taking new patients

Specializing in Pediatrics & Family Practice.
Pediatric Healthcare, Physicals, Women’s Healthcare, 

Immunizations and Urgent Illness

Se habla espanol

FLU SHOTS NOW AVAILABLE!

Now O� ering Botox, Latisse & Skin Medica products
Approved Use
LATISSE® (bimatoprost ophthalmic solution) 0.03% is a prescription treatment for hypotrichosis (inadequate or not enough 
lashes) to grow eyelashes longer, fuller, darker.

Important Safety Information
If you use/used prescription products for eye pressure problems, use LATISSE® under doctor care. LATISSE® may cause 
increased brown pigmentation of the colored part of the eye which is likely permanent. Eyelid skin darkening may occur and 
may be reversible. Only apply at the base of upper lashes. DO NOT APPLY to lower lid. Hair may grow on skin that LATISSE® 
frequently touches. If you have eye problems/surgery, consult your doctor about use of LATISSE®. Common side effects are 
itchy and red eyes. If discontinued, lashes gradually return to previous appearance.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 
1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see accompanying LATISSE® full Product Information.

Paid LATISSE® user at week 16 with mascara—lashes not retouched.

Your results may vary. By prescription only.

It is possible for a difference in eyelash length, thickness, fullness, pigmentation (darkness), number of eyelash hairs, and/or 
direction of eyelash growth to occur between eyes. These differences, should they occur, will usually go away if you stop  
using LATISSE®.

If you stop using LATISSE®, your eyelashes are expected to return to their previous appearance over several weeks to months.

©2014 Allergan, Inc., Irvine, CA 92612   ® marks owned by Allergan, Inc.   www.latisse.com   APC08QR14   141387

“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture 
resale store that is open to the public. 
Revenue from sales supports the food pantry 
and social service programs. Donations of 
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are 
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation: 
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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Celebrating 25 Years of Service

ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER



Holiday 
Guide

Where to find Santa

Compiled by Scott Thomas | Designed by Cathy Chedrawi and Pamela Richard

The holidays aren’t the same without the charms of one 
Mr. S. Claus. We’ve put together a list of places to find 
the jolly patron and get your family photo with him. None 
of these lists are comprehensive, but they’re a great way 
to kick-start your holiday cheer.

Cedar Park
Tree lighting and Santa’s 
workshop
Heritage Oak Park 
875 Quest Parkway

Dec. 5, 6:30–9 p.m.

Santa will be in attendance when more than 60,000 
lights will illuminate the largest oak tree in Cedar Park. 
Santa will be available for photos provided guests 
bring their own cameras. Visitors can also enjoy music, 
arts and crafts, carriage rides, games and prizes, 
inflatables and concessions.

 

Cedar Park
North Pole Flyer 2014
401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. C-100

Nov. 28–Dec. 21, 1:30–5 p.m.

Mr. and Mrs. Claus will ride aboard a 1960 ALCO diesel 
locomotive. At this event each car is decorated for the 
season, and Santa has a gift for each child, while Mrs. 
Claus and her helper serve Christmas cookies and all 
passengers enjoy complimentary hot chocolate. Guests 
can read along with the Christmas story “The North Pole 
Flyer” as they spend time with family and friends riding 
in vintage train cars. This approximately two-hour round 
trip run to Bertram does not stop and deboard as all 
events take place on the train. Tickets range from $32 to 
$47 and are available at www.austinsteamtrain.org

Round Rock
Holiday in the Park & 
Craft Show
Cat Hollow Park and Pool 

8600 O’Connor Drive

Dec. 6, 12 p.m. –3 p.m.

Santa will be in attendance and available for pictures 
at 3 p.m. if guests bring a camera. Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer will also be available for photos. The 
event features a variety of other activities including 
Santa’s Shopping Village Trackless Train, a petting zoo, 
bounce castle, bounce slide, storytelling, holiday crafts, 
hair painting and face painting by LaNell.

Hutto
Breakfast with Santa
Old Hutto Middle School

Dec. 13, 8:30–10 a.m.

Visitors can have breakfast with Santa at the Old Hutto 
Middle School across from Fritz Park. Tickets must 
be purchased in advance. $5 (adults), $10 (children, 
includes crafts).

Where to see the sights and sounds of Christmas
Christmas lights and shows range from the quaint 
and charming to the awe-inspiring. This list will 
guide you to a visual feast of shows, lights and 
events that will make your eyes glitter and jaw drop.

Round Rock
Rock’N Lights Holiday 
Light Tour
Old Settlers Park 
3300 Palm Valley Blvd.

Dec. 1–30, 6–9 p.m. (Dec. 4, 7–11, 14–17 and 25–30), 
6–10 p.m. (Dec. 5–6, 12–13 and 18–24) 

Visitors can experience the third annual Rock’N Lights 
Holiday Light Tour and the new Pioneer Christmas 
Village at the Old Settlers Association. Rock’N Lights is 
a drive-thru light show featuring thousands of sparkling 
lights in a variety of patterns, shapes and colors. $15 
(family vehicles), $75 (commercial bus). 

Round Rock
“Miracle on 34th Street” 
by Penfold Theatre
Old Settlers Hall at the Old Settlers Association 
3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd.

Dec. 4–27 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. 

Matinee performance Saturday, Dec. 20 at 3 p.m. 
No performance Thursday, Dec. 25.

The players at the fictional KPNF radio station return 
to perform a new holiday classic–“Miracle on 34th 
Street.” They tell the story through dozens of character 
voices and live sound effects. The story centers on 
Kris Kringle, the charming Macy’s mascot put on trial 
for claiming to be the real Santa Claus. $23 (students), 
$23 (age 60+), $25 (general public). 

Pflugerville
Classical Artists Concert 
Series “Christmas  
Extravaganza!”
First United Methodist Church of Pflugerville 
500 E. Pecan St.

Dec. 19, 7 p.m.

The concert features local professional musicians 
including Trevor Shaw, Houston Hill and Pflugerville’s 
resident concert pianist, Michael Schneider performing 
seasonal works. The performance will feature a sing-
along to end the program. A reception will be held 
afterward to meet the artists. Event is free, though 
donations are accepted. Suggested RSVPs to 
President@PflugervilleArtsCouncil.org.  

Hutto
Christmas Movie in the Park
Fritz Park 
400 Park Ave.

Dec. 12 
5:30–6:30 p.m., movie starts at 6:30 p.m.

Guests can gather their family for a holiday event in 
Fritz Park. The event includes choir performances, 
arts and crafts and letters to Santa. Event organizers 
recommend bringing blankets and chairs for the movie, 
which will be Disney’s Frozen.

Round Rock
Christmas Choral Concert
St. John Vianney Catholic Church 
3201 Sunrise Road

Dec. 14, 7–8:30 PM

Drive a Senior presents its choral Christmas concert. 
Local choirs will sing carols and hymns to celebrate 
the season and support local seniors. Donations are 
requested in lieu of admission charge.

2 0 1 4
Santa Food

Shopping

Lights

Arts/Crafts

Music

Show/storytelling
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Where to get the perfect custom gift
Sometimes getting the perfect gift 
means getting something unique. 
Shops in Round Rock, Pflugerville 
and Hutto offer many holiday 
gifts that are one of a kind. From 
embroidery to hand-made treats, 
this is your list to custom goods in 
the area. 

Round Rock
1. Gingersnaps Kids 
Boutique
201 University Oaks Blvd., Ste. 520

888-475-4370

www.gingersnapskids.com

2. Fantasy Cakes 
and Bakery
1100 Sam Bass Road, Ste. 102

512-828-6781

www.fantasycakesroundrock.com

3. Paige’s  
Bake House
206-B Laurel Drive

512-255-5222

www.paigesbakehouse.com

4. Water 2 Wine
2000 S. I-35, Ste. H1-2

512-310-9463

www.water2wine.com/roundrock

5. Canvas Press
3914 Gattis School Road, Bldg. 6, Ste. 104

512-828-5553

www.canvaspress.com

6. Che Bella 
Boutique
101 W. Main St.

512-671-4438

www.chebellagiftsandmore.com

7. Sweet Love and 
Sugar Britches
106 S. Mays St.

512-255-6602

www.sweetloveandsugarbritches.com

8. Art by the Glass 
Studio
2000 S. I-35, Ste. Q2

512-535-6350

www.artbytheglassstudio.com

9. Ceramic Lodge
18 Chisholm Trail Road

512-248-2100

www.ceramiclodge.com

Where to enjoy it all this Christmas
Sometimes it is not enough to just visit Santa or enjoy 
great shopping. Sometimes you want it all. That is what 
you can find at these Christmas events.

Round Rock
Christmas Family Night 
on Main Street

Downtown Round Rock
221 E. Main St.

Dec. 5, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

The event starts with a welcome from Round Rock 
Mayor Alan McGraw, followed by the illumination of 
the street and water tower with holiday lights. Then 
Santa makes his entrance. During Christmas Family 
Night, downtown historic Round Rock is decorated with 
small wooden houses which host various games and 
activities. This free event includes activities for all ages, 
including live music, dancers, candle-making, carriage 
rides, game booths, Frosty the Snowman and Santa 
Claus. Event organizers recommend parents bring 

their own cameras for pictures with Santa. Guests can 
enjoy free hot dogs, popcorn, hot chocolate and other 
refreshments. Performances are scheduled throughout 
the evening at Prete Main Street Plaza. The Round Rock 
Public Library hosts a puppet show and has Christmas 
ornament crafts, letters to Santa and a craft sale.

Pflugerville
Christmas Parade & 
Pfestival of Lights

Main Street 
901 Old Austin-Hutto Road 

Dec. 13, 5:30–8 p.m.

The city Parks & Recreation Department and Knights 
of Columbus are hosting the annual Christmas Parade 
and adding events and activities. Pflugerville will 
combine Holidays at Heritage Park with the parade 
for one big event. The city will bring a stage with live 
performances from local elementary schools and 
dancers from the recreation center. There will be free 

arts and crafts activities for children, a bonfire, the 
traditional tree lighting, and photos with Santa Claus at 
the end of the parade.

Hutto
Downtown Christmas Fair

Downtown Hutto

Dec. 13, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Guests can shop stores, enjoy a meal at downtown 
restaurants and shop vendors featuring handmade 
items, unique gifts, home decor, jewelry and toys. 
The fair will also feature food and drinks. The YMCA 
children’s area will include crafts, games, inflatables, 
photos with Santa and snow. There will also be a snow 
slide with tubes.

Pflugerville
10. Simon Lee Bakery
2700 W. Pecan St., Ste. 790

512-990-4888

www.simonleebakery.com

11. Wink Boutique
403 W. Pecan St.

512-990-0008

Hutto
12. Creative Touch
103 East St.

512-759-1088

www.creativetouch-designandgifts.com

This list is not comprehensive.
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UPDATES ON 2014 AND A LOOK AHEAD TO 2015
If you are interested, please give us a call today.
512-279-2545

302 N. Heatherwilde Blvd., Suite 200
Pfl ugerville, TX 78660

www.ATXDerm.com

ACNE STUDY
Are you looking for an acne treatment?

We are looking for people with 
moderate to severe acne to 
participate in clinical trials.

• Males & females with 
  moderate to severe acne

• FREE doctor visits & medication

• Compensation provided

• Flexible scheduling around school

RoundRockTexas.gov/rocknlights

BRAND NEW SHOW! ALL NEW DISPLAYS!
Come celebrate the holidays with us!

 

Experience  

Rock’N Lights Holiday  

Light Tour at Old Settlers Park  

and the NEW BIGGER Christmas  

Towne at the end of the tour at the  

Old Settlers Association and the Dell  

Diamond parking lot. Christmas Towne  

features a new light maze, family  

activities, Kiddie Express Train,  

petting zoo, holiday food, 

themed nights and  

more!

Park Admission:
Family Vehicles $15 • Limos $50

Shuttle Bus (9–30 people) $45
Commercial Bus (31+ people) $75

Admission includes:
FREE entry into the NEW BIGGER Christmas Towne.  

Christmas Towne is FREE and will be open the following evenings: 
Dec. 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20,21, 22, 23, 24 and 25.

Operating Schedule:
Dec. 1-17: Sunday–Thursday 6–9 p.m.;  
     Friday & Saturday 6–10 p.m.

Dec. 18-24: 6–10 p.m.

Dec. 25-30: 6–9 p.m.

Sponsored by
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BUSINESS IMPACTS

CEDAR PARK It took lots of lem-
onade drinking and many tangy 
and tart trials, but after Lara Hill-
Raich developed the recipe she liked, 
her lemonade business took off. 

“We produce 300 to 400 gallons of lem-
onade per week,” said Hill-Raich, owner 
of Lala’s Lemonade in Cedar Park. “My 
husband and son had to drink an awful lot 
of lemonade until I found the right recipe.” 

Before opening Lala’s Lemonade in 
2009, Hill-Raich said she saw the food 
trucks on South Congress Avenue in 
Austin and thought about how interesting 
it would be to do something similar. 

“I was looking for something that no 
one else was doing,” she said. 

At the shop in Cedar Park, Lala’s Lem-
onade produces 15 flavors of lemonade, 
which are then sold at 50 locations in and 
around Austin. In addition, Hill-Raich 
sells at the Cedar Park Farmers Market 
and at the Mueller Farmers Market. 
Lala’s Lemonade also offers a delivery 
service for events, and customers can 
place special orders for pickup at the 
shop in Cedar Park.
Full story by Sabine McCalla

Lala’s Lemonade Now Open
CEDAR PARK Lone Star 
Originals opened Sept. 27 and 
features art, coffee and ceramics 
sourced in Texas. The shop at 2011 
Little Elm Trail, Ste. 107, is open 
Mon.–Fri. noon–9 p.m. and Sat.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m. 512-330-4256.  
www.lonestaroriginals.com

GEORGETOWN Eats on 8th 
opened Oct. 15 at 204 E. Eighth St. 
Entrees are prepared with locally 
sourced, fresh ingredients. The 
restaurant also offers brunch on 
Saturdays and Sundays.  
512-377-1700. www.eatson8th.com

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Cedar Park offers $4.1M for property U.S. Fish and Wildlife to develop salamander 
protection regulationsCEDAR PARK Since Sep-

tember the city of Cedar Park 
has been working to purchase 
a 215-acre parcel of land 
from the city of Austin, but 
no deal has been made. 

The Lime Creek Quarry prop-
erty straddles Williamson and 
Travis counties at 15700 Anderson 
Mill Road in Cedar Park. Cedar 
Park leaders say the area is impor-
tant for economic development, 
but Austin City Council delayed 
approving the property’s $4.1 mil-
lion sale during meetings in Septem-
ber, October and November. 

“The long-term plan is to have 
development that’s compatible with 
growth that has happened in the 
region,” Cedar Park City Manager 
Brenda Eivens said. 

During a council meeting in 
September, representatives from the 
property’s tenant, Ranger Excavat-
ing, offered Austin $5 million for the 
land. Following Austin City Council 
discussions about alternative buyers 

NORTHWEST AUSTIN Chef and 
entrepreneur Ranee Reyes began cooking 
at age 8. Her love for food is what led her 
to the restaurant business, she said. 

“It’s a food-lover’s paradise,” she said. 
“Anything I want to eat, it’s right there at 
my fingertips now.”

Reyes opened Thai House in March 
2010. The restaurant’s name, she said, 
comes from her mother, Jai Hamende, 

who owned another restaurant in the 
1990s in Austin called Thai House. Reyes 
attributes her love for food and cooking to 
her family culture. 

“It runs in our blood,” she said. “As 
I was growing up, food was always our 
business. My aunt, my uncle, we all loved 
to eat. I don’t know if I’ve ever met a Thai 
person that doesn’t like to eat. When we 
get together, we could sit, talk for hours 
with a table full of food.” 
Full story by Lyndsey Taylor

GEORGETOWN City Council approved 
a resolution Oct. 28 to move forward 
with putting water quality regula-
tions approved in an ordinance by the 
council in December 2013 in the city’s 
unified development code. The council 
approved the ordinance prior to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service listing 
the Georgetown and Salado salaman-
ders as threatened species in February.

“The ordinance was approved as a 
stand-alone ordinance, and the best 
option would be to make that part of 
our unified development code and our 
unified development standards,” said 
Andreina Davila-Quintero, the city of 
Georgetown’s project coordinator. “This 
will allow the city to continue enforcing, 
regulating and protecting water quality 
within those properties that are over the 
Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone. It will 
provide a consistent process in applying 
all of these regulations.”

City of Georgetown and Williamson 
County Conservation Foundation officials 

will host a meeting Nov. 13 at 3 p.m. 
to discuss water quality regulations for 
properties located in the Edwards Aquifer 
Recharge Zone. The meeting is open to 
the public and will be held at the George-
town Community Center, located at 445 
W. Morrow St. 

The changes are part of the process to 
set federal regulations known as the 4(d) 
special rule, which will set the guidelines 
for development around known salaman-
der sites. The 4(d) special rule is expected 
to follow the same regulations as the city’s 
ordinance approved by City Council, said 
Valerie Covey, Williamson County Pre-
cinct 3 commissioner.

“Occupied sites are those sites that 
were known to have salamanders at the 
time of the listing,” she said. “One of the 
things that we’ve accomplished through 
this process is that developers do not 
have to go look for additional salaman-
der sites. Because of the setbacks and 
because of the fact that [the regulations] 
are recharge zone–wide, there [are no 
setbacks] around any future site.”

Full story by Beth Wade
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9041 Research Blvd., Ste. 150
512-832-9722
www.thaihouseaustin.net
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m.

251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 114B,
512-632-6400
www.lalaslemonade.com

Thai House
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in October, Cedar Park Mayor Matt Powell told 
Austin City Council on Nov. 6 that Ranger Exca-
vating is working with the city and no longer 
wants to buy the land.
Full story by Emilie Lutostanski
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Continued from | 1

possible to get those improvements made 
before that growth occurs.”

Road development
Voters approved $28 million in bonds for 

road fixes throughout Pflugerville. Coun-
cilman Wayne Cooper said the city would 
work with its bond attorney and sell the 
bonds incrementally.

“We don’t go out and sell all the bonds 
at once,” Cooper said. “We sell them as we 
need them. So city staff will pull together a 
schedule, and we sell the bonds based on 
what projects [staffers] are designing, how 
far they are in the permitting process and 
when they are ready for construction.”

Several thoroughfares east of SH 130, 
including Pflugerville Parkway, Rowe 
Lane, Weiss Lane and Pecan Street, will be 
improved with bond money.

Coleman said he anticipates Pecan 
would be one of the highest-priority roads 
because of its poor condition. The former 
farm road is splitting, sagging, cratered and 
lacks shoulders. According to city docu-
ments, the road will be increased to three 
lanes from SH 130 to Weiss Lane and reha-
bilitated from Weiss to Cameron Road.

Road fixes will be key to developing the 
area around and south of Pecan, said Floyd 
Akers, Pflugerville Community Develop-
ment Corp. executive director. 

The land south of Pecan Street and along 
Cameron Road is well-suited for industrial 
and commercial development, Akers said. 
The area has access to power, gas and SH 
130. It is also separated from residential 
development to the 
north by Wilbarger 
Creek. 

“Once those 
roads are repaired 
it is going to stimu-
late more economic 
development at 
the 130 Commerce 
Center,” Akers said. 
“We see Pecan and 
Cameron as maybe 
being a major employment center, a major 
commercial development, a major light 
industrial and heavy industrial district.”

130 Commerce Center is a growing busi-
ness park at the southwest corner of Pecan 
and SH 130. The business park’s boundaries 
extend to all four corners of the intersec-
tion, though only the southwestern corner 
is currently under development.

Although the area south of Pecan has 
the potential for commercial and industrial 
development, a more immediate concern 
for city and school district officials will be 
improving east Pflugerville roads prior to 
the opening of Pflugerville ISD’s fourth 
high school.

High school No. 4
Two weeks prior to the Nov. 4 bond elec-

tion, PISD announced the location of its 
future fourth high school on Weiss Lane 

between Pflugerville Parkway and Pecan. 
Weiss is a former farm road, and it is 

cracked and sinking in places. Near the 
fourth high school site, a bridge over Wil-
barger Creek narrows to a single lane and 
lacks guardrails.

At a cost of $3.77 million, Weiss will 
be reconstructed into a two-lane road 
with shoulders and turn lanes from Pecan 
to Cele Road. Travis County will invest  
$6.73 million in Weiss improvements as 
well, according to the city of Pflugerville.

However, some residents question 
whether two lanes with shoulders will be 
enough.

Residential development projections 
provided by PISD estimate 5,882 lots exist 
for future homes in subdivisions near the 
fourth high school site. Those projections, 
however, do not include future develop-
ments Verona—300-plus homes—and 
Carmel, which could hold more than 3,000 
homes. PISD Spokeswoman Amanda Brim 
said the referenced PISD estimates might 
not list certain developments, but PISD is 
planning for tremendous growth on the 
district’s east side.

Robert Prater lives on Weiss Lane next 
to the future high school. He said he is 
comfortable with the location of the high 
school, but he is concerned the city and 
county are not planning to improve Weiss 
Lane enough initially.

Prater said he has heard from city officials 
that the end goal is to make Weiss Lane a 
six-lane roadway from Pecan to Cele. 

“The road construction should be 
upgraded in the first place and done right,” 
Prater said.

Helen Noneman lives across the road 
from Prater. She 
said the roads have 
been “horrible” 
since she moved to 
the area in 1982.

“I have seen 
so many close 
calls,” Noneman 
said regarding 
nearly catastrophic 
crashes on the nar-
row bridge outside 

her house.  
Among the close calls, Noneman 

recounted instances of cars smashing each 
other’s side mirrors while passing simulta-
neously on the bridge.

The construction of the fourth high 
school and major residential development 
in the area represent progress for Pfluger-
ville, Noneman said. But, echoing her 
neighbor’s sentiments, Noneman said she 
the improved two-way road with shoulders 
and turn lanes may not be able to handle 
the increase in traffic that will accompany 
the high school and development.

“It’s not going to be enough. … It’s like 
Kelly Lane; they waited too late,” Noneman 
said. “What they are doing now we needed 
10 years ago.”

Coleman said the city has heard concerns 
from residents that Weiss should become a 
divided four-lane roadway with turn lanes 
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“This is where, on the 
east side of the city, 
where the growth will 
happen. This is just 
the first step.”
Wayne Cooper Pflugerville city councilman

New Patients Welcome!
FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• Pflugerville’s first Pediatric Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. As a courtesy, 
we will file primary insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art facility, 
gaming arcade, and movies while you 
wait.

• In office sedation and hospital 
privileges.

Visit our facebook page for more details! facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

Dr. Bain hopes you and your family have a great and safe 
holiday season. Don’t forget to take advantage of your 

benefits before they expire at the end of the year!

Like us on facebook! 



rather than an improved two-lane road. 
But widening Weiss to a four-lane divided 
roadway would cost an additional $11 mil-
lion to $12 million, Coleman said.

“Council made the decision that we 
could not justify spending that much addi-
tional money on a road that is not fully 
within the city limits of Pflugerville and 
not fully utilized by tax-paying Pflugerville 
citizens,” Coleman said. 

Many homes east of SH 130 have Pfluger-
ville addresses but sit in municipal utility 
districts, or MUDs. Those homes do not 
pay city of Pflugerville taxes and will not 
pay for the road bonds, he said.

“We are doing everything we can to 
improve [Weiss Lane] within a budget that 
seems reasonable,” Coleman said.

PISD Superintendent Alex Torrez said 
demographic projections estimate Hen-
drickson High School in northeast Pfluger-
ville would be over capacity by 2017, and 
Pflugerville’s fastest growth is occurring 
east of SH 130.

PISD’s goal was to find the best loca-
tion for the new high school, which staff 
decided is the Weiss Lane site, Torrez said. 
PISD was confident the city prepared the 
bond package well and citizens would sup-
port it, he added.

“We believe that Weiss Lane will be com-
pleted in time for us when we open the 
school to be able to ensure that our stu-
dents and our community are able to get in 
and out of there,” Torrez said. 

When asked if he is concerned Weiss 
will not be able to handle the increased 
traffic with two lanes and shoulders, Tor-
rez said: “The road, as it is coming, we are 
happy to get that. We are happy to have 
those improvements.” 

‘A lot of interest’
Real estate developer John Lloyd is one 

of the developers behind Verona and Car-
mel, which could account for more than 
3,300 future homes within a few miles of 
the fourth high school. 

Lloyd said he has been waiting for the 
city to approve permits for Verona. Once 
Verona is underway, he said he would move 
forward with the first 1,750-home phase of 
Carmel. He did not have an exact timeline 
for the start and finish of either project.

The addition of the fourth high school 
“won’t hurt” area development, but the 
roads need to be fixed, Lloyd said.

“They are good for a horse and buggy,” 
he said.

Lloyd said he is waiting on area road 
improvements before moving forward 
with Carmel. In the more distant future, he 
said development in east Pflugerville could 
stretch all the way to New Sweden.

“This is where, on the east side of the city, 
where the growth will happen. This is just 
the first step,” Cooper said about the road 
improvements. “We have a long way to go. 
There is a lot of open space out there.” 

REPAVING WAYthe Travis County and the city of Pflugerville are partnering on the 
construction on Weiss Lane. The improvements to Weiss and 
other roads east of SH 130 are necessary because of increas-
ing use, new developments nearby and a new high school.
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Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search
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in east Pflugerville

1

5

PFLUGERVILLE 
PARKWAY

2

ROWE LANE

3

WEISS LANE

PECAN STREET

Adding shoulders and reconstructing the 
existing two-lane section from SH 130 to 
Martin Lane

1. ROWE LANE–$1.3 MILLION 

3. WEISS LANE–$3.77 MILLION

4. WEISS LANE BRIDGE– 
$1.1 MILLION

5. PECAN STREET–$1.67 MILLION
Three-lane road construction from 
SH 130 to Weiss Lane, rehab Weiss to 
Cameron Road

2. PFLUGERVILLE PARKWAY– 
$4.44 MILLION

Reconstruction of the two-lane road 
from SH 130 to Becker Farm Road, add 
curbs and gutters for the future four-
lane corridor

Reconstruction of two-lane road to 
include curbs, gutters and turn lanes at 
major intersections

Reconstruction accommodating two-way 
traffic and shoulders

FUNCTIONALLY OBSOLETE
The Weiss Lane bridge over 
Wilbarger Creek is obsolete. It is  
effectively only one lane and 
traffic has increased beyond its 
intended capacity. 
 
A new bridge
•Raised to avoid flooding
•Widened to two lanes with 
shoulders
•Guardrails added for safety

4

IMPROVEMENTS THROUGHOUT TOWN
Parks and recreation
• Trails: $1 million–Development of hike and bike 

trails and trail gaps

• Sports complex: $11.27 million–Development 
of new sports complex, including potential land 
acquisition

• Parks study implementation: $4 million–
Development of undeveloped parks identified in 
city plans

• Lake Pflugerville: $8 million–Development of 
new lake amenities identified in master plan

In addition to critical east Pflugerville road im-
provements, bond sales will fund roads and parks 
and recreation improvements throughout the city. 
Mayor Jeff Coleman said the sports complex and 
Heatherwilde Boulevard improvements are critical.

Source: Travis County

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

D
av

id
 B

ar
er



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com46

Season’s Greetings from all of us at 
Independent Bank.

Happy
HOLIDAYS

Round Rock Location
4420 Sunrise Road
512.733.7766

• 36 private rooms with private baths
• Spacious therapy gyms
• In house pharmacy
• Bariatric rooms
• Bedside dialysis capabilities
• Dedicated ADL therapy area
• Respiratory therapy services 

on site

• Individualized intensive therapy 
programs–physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech therapy

• Community based specialty
physicians providing medical care

• Patient specifi c eRehab 
outcomes data

• Fully electronic medical records
• FREE on site street level parking

For more information, to make a referral, or for a tour, please contact:
Melanie Kidd, Director of Business Development

(512) 201-9742 • mkidd@vrhlaketravis.com, or visit www.vrhlaketravis.com

� KEWAY’S NEW FULLY DEDICATED 

REHABILITATION HOSPITAL

Opening 2014

Vibra Rehab Hospital of Lake Travis • 2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734 • (512) 263-4500Vibra Rehab Hospital of Lake Travis • 2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734 • (512) 263-4500



Rock was a primary attraction for his busi-
ness. He also said the standard of living and 
property values led to a majority of his work-
force residing in the area north of Austin.

“Our business is our people, simple as 
that,” he said. “Without our people, our 
machines aren’t producing anything.”

Bringing in the business
Ben White, vice president of economic 

development at the Round Rock chamber, 
said there has been an uptick in specialized 
manufacturing prospects coming to the 
city and they anticipate more.

White said companies are bringing manu-
facturing jobs back to the U.S.

“People have realized that offshoring 
sounded good, but the quality of the goods 
weren’t as good as they thought,” he said.

White said Round Rock’s low property 
taxes, deregulated electricity market and 
access to transportation corridors such as 
SH 45 N and I-35 are draws for manufactur-
ers to locate within Round Rock.

White said the chamber actively recruits 
manufacturers because doing so helps diver-
sify the tax base.

Tony Bennett, president of the Texas 
Association of Manufacturers, said cit-
ies also look to attract manufacturing jobs 
because they tend to create service sector 
jobs around them. 

“They are the best jobs you can lure to 
your community,” Bennett said. “Most 
[economic development corporation] and 
chamber people understand that very well.” 

Educating the workforce
Kyle Schulz, director of economic devel-

opment at the chamber, said Austin Com-
munity College and Texas State Technical 
College, both of which have campuses in 
Williamson County, are some of the “best 
partners” Round Rock works with when 
attracting manufacturing businesses.

“You need to have an educated workforce 
that knows how to work that machinery,” 
Schulz said. “It’s all very automated and 
technical now. It’s no longer just that I’m 
going to take a saw and cut a piece of metal.”

Edgar Padilla, director of career services at 
TSTC, said TSTC built the Hutto-based East 
Williamson County Higher Education Cen-
ter, in partnership with other colleges in the 
area, to fill the technical skills gap in the area.

“Our mandate is on the technical work-
force,” Padilla said. “We focus on credentials 
that immediately translate to jobs in the 
workforce.”

Douglas Smith, chairman of the Archi-
tectural and Engineering Computer Aided 
Design Department at ACC, said students 
learn to work with machines that pull 
designs from a 3-D model in a computer.

Smith said this type of digital manufac-
turing is happening in smaller, more con-
trolled facilities, and ACC’s curriculum 
reflects that.

“The mill operator is no longer a guy who’s 
changing out tools and doing everything 

Manufacturing
Continued from | 1

manually,” he said. “The operator is more 
likely to be touching buttons on a control 
pad outside the machine for the job.”

Lowering the barrier to entry
One way Round Rock manufacturers are 

getting started is by foregoing the traditional 
workspace altogether. At TechShop Austin-
Round Rock, located in Round Rock, entre-
preneurs and hobbyists can pay a member-
ship fee and have access to the high-end 
tools other operations paid hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to acquire.

Round Rock resident Tim Martin manu-
factures hobby tables at TechShop. The tables 
are designed to organize the paints and 
materials hobbyists use when painting min-
iatures. His company, TGJ Hobbies LLC is 

selling the tables online.
Martin said the niche would not appeal 

to larger manufacturers because of the low 
profits and high barrier to entry with the 
tools. But by working out of TechShop he 
and his partner were able to use the laser 
cutter and software the shop had on-site. 
Martin and his partner started their com-
pany for approximately $5,000, whereas a 
traditional manufacturer would have spent 
closer to $100,000, he said.

“Our product was able to go from design 
to finished and sellable in two months,” he 
said. “Because everything’s there. The soft-
ware’s there, the tools are there. [We were] 
able to not worry about how we’re going 
to pay for the next part of what we’ll need 
because it’s all sitting there.”

Round Rock resident Clay Douglas oper-
ates his business, Clay’s Kits, out of Tech-
Shop. Clay’s Kits manufactures educational 
kits used in teaching teenagers how to use 
circuit boards. Douglas retired from his job 
at Intel in April and hopes to make Clay’s 
Kits a full-time job.

“Without the low-cost access to the tools, 
I probably wouldn’t have made the deci-
sion to make a business out of Clay’s Kits,” 
he said. “But I can go in and start making 
stuff and selling them. I can test to see if I 
can make a business out of it.”

MANUFACTURING  
IN ROUND ROCK
A number of manufacturers in Round Rock are some of the area’s 
biggest and most advanced. This is a list of major and high-end 
manufacturers. Employee numbers come from the Austin Chamber 
of Commerce as of June 2014. This list is not comprehensive.
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Georgetown St.
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<100 EMPLOYEES
1. CONSOLIDATED METAL 
TECHNOLOGIES INC.
800 N. Georgetown St. 
512-255-9296
www.cmtfinishing.com

2. CENTEX MACHINING INC.
1513 Sam Bass Rd. 
512-255-1477
www.centexmachining.com

3. STREAMLINE TECHNICAL 
SERVICES
2711 Oakmont Dr. 
512-244-0007
www.sts-us.net

4. ULTRA ELECTRONICS
707 Jeffrey Way
512-434-2800
www.ultra-nspi.com

100-300 EMPLOYEES
5. CLEARCORRECT
21 Cypress Blvd. Ste. 1010 
888-331-3323
www.clearcorrect.com

6. HAMILTON SCIENTIFIC
116 E Old Settlers Blvd.
512-610-2200
www.hamiltonscientific.com

7. CERILLIANT CORPORATION
811 Paloma Dr.
512-238-9974
www.cerilliant.com

300 PLUS 
EMPLOYEES
8. APAC TEXAS
1 Chisholm Trail Rd.
512-861-7100
www.apac-texas.com

9. TOPPAN PHOTOMASKS INC
400 Texas Ave.
512-310-6000
www.photomask.com

10. TECO-WESTINGHOUSE 
MOTOR CO.
5100 I-35 S. 
512-255-4141
www.tecowestinghouse.com
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Workforce:

work in blue-
collar jobs

jobs in the 
production and 
manufacturing 
sector

people

manufacturing
makes up

of jobs in 
Round Rock

of those

58,282

53,044
TOP 3
Austin-Round Rock metro area has manufacturing jobs

AVERAGE 
NUMBER OF 
INDUSTRY 
JOBS IN 
AUSTIN–
ROUND 
ROCK AREA

8,485
2,384

4.09%

Jo
bs

Sources: Austin Chamber of Commerce, Brookings Institute, Round 
Rock Chamber of Commerce, Texas Workforce Commission

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES
IN THE AUSTIN METRO
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What other kinds of industries would you like to see grow 
in the area?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll
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collegenanniesandtutors.com/cedarparktx 

512.818.7976

HOLIDAY CHILDCARE
Give Yourself the Gift of Time

The holidays can be hectic.   
Shopping, parties and visits from  

out-of-town guests.   
Contact us today for our  

$99 Enrollment Special. (Good thru 12/31)

855.308.0039
ashtonwoods.com

Nestled along the San Gabriel River, you’ll 
find the scenic Hill Country views and 
riverside trails of The Oaks. It’s a community 
designed for a life of spectacular sunsets 
and everyday family adventures. We’ll 
help you create a home here that’s a true 
reflection of your style and passions. Come 
explore our model home soon. Your family 
will love the possibilities.

Your family’s best new home 
opportunity is here. 

AMAZING VIEWS, 
RIVER TRAILS AND 
PERSONALIZED 
HOME DESIGNS 
ARE WAITING.

Now selling. Model home opening soon. 

n 400-acre community, 100+ acres of open space 

n Scenic walking trails along the San Gabriel River

n Community pool, playground, picnic area, pavilion

n Choose from hundreds of personalized options

Oaks at San Gabriel

In an effort to continuously improve its product, Ashton Woods Homes reserves the right to change plans, specifications and pricing without 
notice in its sole discretion. Square footage is approximate and window, floor and ceiling elevations are approximate, subject to change without 
prior notice or obligation and may vary by plan elevation and/or community. Special wall and window treatments, upgraded flooring, fireplace 

surrounds, landscape and other features in and around the model homes are designer suggestions and not included in the sales price. All renderings, 
color schemes, floor plans, maps and displays are artists’ conceptions and are not intended to be an actual depiction of the home or its surroundings. 
Basements are available subject to site conditions. Home site premiums may apply. Please see Sales Representative for additional information. Most 
Trusted Builder in AmericaSM – Two Years Running. Lifestory Research 2013 and 2014 Most Trusted Builder in America StudiesSM. ©2014 Ashton Woods 
Homes. All rights reserved. All trademarks herein, including Ashton Woods, the “AW” logo, and the “AW Ashton Woods” logo, are the property of Ashton 
Woods Homes and may not be used without express written permission.

Single-family homes 
from the low $300s

AUS14_017_RRock_PFville_Nov_R2.indd   1 11/19/14   11:45 AM
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Neighborhood data provided by  
Romeo Manzanilla

Realty Austin
512-600-9366

REAL ESTATE

Located just east of Round Rock in the 
growing city of Hutto, the Legends of Hutto 
has grown into a community of over 700 new 
homes set in a Texas wildflower environment.  
Located on the SH 130 corridor and less 
than 30 minutes away from downtown Austin, 
residents enjoy easy access to all of the 
area activities and attractions including Dell 
Diamond and the newly opened Hawaiian Falls 
Water and Adventure Park.

Legends of Hutto

228 Kerley Drive  $174,500

4 Bedroom /2 Bath   1,954 sq. ft.
Agent: Rocky Breon  512-577-2678
Agency: e-Executive Realty International

106 Kerley Drive  $170,000

4 Bedroom /2 Bath   1,989 sq. ft.
Agent: Whit Cotton  512-636-8697
Agency: Bullock & Associates Realty

239 Herrera Trail  $184,900

5 Bedroom /3 Bath  2,920 sq. ft.
Agent: Chuck Moran  512-554-7280
Agency: Charles Moran Enterprise 

326 Lone Star Boulevard  $209,900

4 Bedroom /2.5 Bath    3,249 sq. ft.
Agent: Andy Allen   512-201-1772
Agency: Keller Williams Realty

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 11/22/14

Build-out year: 2003–ongoing

Builders include: Gehan Homes, Kimball Hill 
Homes, Lennar Homes, Lexor Homes, Nuhome

Square footage: 1,316–3,735

Home values: $145,500-$201,000

HOA dues (estimated): $216/year

Amenities: Jogging/biking path, park, playground, 
sport courts

Schools: Nadine Johnson Elementary School, 
Hutto Middle School, Hutto High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Hutto  0.52869 
Williamson County  0.44903 
Hutto ISD  1.67000 
East Williamson County Higher Ed Center 0.05000 
Williamson County FM/RD           0.04000 
Upper Brushy Creek WCID           0.02000 
Williamson County ESD #3                         0.10000 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.8577

9

Homes on 
the market*

$4,915

Median annual 
property taxes

$172,000

Median 
home value

23

Average days 
on the market*

6

Homes under 
contract*

$83

Median price 
per square foot
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Market Data
On the market  (October 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78634 78660 78664 78665 78681 78717

$149,999 or less 16/29 10/41 15/27 — 1/37 —

$150,000–$199,999 45/82 50/57 27/54 36/38 6/27 3/30

$200,000–$299,999 56/98 128/72 36/78 85/68 44/49 11/42

$300,000–$399,999 7/189 29/62 19/81 54/90 50/58 38/55

$400,000–$499,999 1/129 4/36 3/26 15/100 11/59 15/92

$500,000–$599,999 6/236 — 3/73 2/115 2/34 7/167

$600,000–$799,999 — — 1/15 1/219 8/104 4/121

$800,000–$999,999 1/135 — — 1/139 1/168 —

$1 million + 2/620 — — — — —

REAL ESTATE

Median price of homes sold  October 2013 vs.  October 2014

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78634 Creek Bend 217 Foxglove Drive 3br/2ba $162,000 1,743 Dow Kennedy RE/MAX Capital City II 512-267-6302

78634 Emory Farms 716 N. Emory Cove 4br/2ba $264,540 2,731 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78634 Emory Farms 907 Emory Stable Drive 3br/2ba $229,581 1,850 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78634 Emory Farms 910 Emory Stable Drive 4br/2ba $268,915 2,802 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78634 Emory Farms 919 Emory Stable Drive 3br/2ba $228,000 1,930 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78634 Enclave at Brushy Creek 1129 Enclave Way 4br/3ba $310,000 3,017 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-994-0247

78634 Final Rivers Crossing 113 Brazos Drive 4br/2ba $215,000 1,806 Marc Moore J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-694-3974

78634 Hutto City 107 Hutto St. 3br/1ba $79,900  878 Paula Gold Stanberry & Associates 512-294-8707

78634 Hutto Square 539 W. Metcalfe St. 4br/3ba $209,000 3,318 Kent Redding Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-306-1001

78634 Lakeside Estates 101 Pond Way 3br/2ba $172,500 1,987 Laura Johansson Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-584-9435

78634 Legends Hutto 4006 Gainer Court 4br/2ba $172,000 2,363 Ellen Trick Keller Williams Realty 512-695-7582

78634 Legends Hutto 228 Kerley Drive 4br/2ba $174,500 1,954 Lindsay Mitchell e–Executive Realty 512-669-9304

78634 Legends Hutto 326 Lone Star Blvd. 4br/2ba $209,900 3,249 Andy Allen Keller Williams Realty 512-785-0496

78634 Lookout at Brushy Creek 117 Lookout Circle 4br/3ba $368,000 2,933 Linda DeMarco Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-423-7333

78660 Avalon 20125 Wearyall Hill Lane 3br/2ba $213,500 1,909 Napapong Roudreiw e–Executive Realty 512-350-3755

78660 Cantarra 3505 Firoj Drive 5br/3ba $187,000 2,168 Brandy Finnessey BHGRE Bradfield Properties 512-698-3366

78660 The Commons at Rowe Lane 2608 Ravensbrook Court 4br/3ba $339,900 3,608 Cynthia Maguire RE/MAX Capital City III 512-657-4400

78660 The Commons at Rowe Lane 21108 Windmill Road 5br/3ba $373,123 4,030 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78660 The Commons at Rowe Lane 3004 Windy Vane Drive 4br/2ba $323,969 2,802 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78660 The Commons at Rowe Lane 3008 Windy Vane Drive 4br/2ba $316,941 2,454 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78660 The Commons at Rowe Lane 20905 Mead Bend 4br/2ba $250,000 2,834 Victoria Costello Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-917-4562

78660 Estates Rowe Lane 20956 Mandrake Drive 3br/2ba $214,980 2,475 Pamela Peck Keller Williams Realty 512-609-9877

78660 Gatlinburg 1502 Pigeon Forge Road 3br/2ba $172,500 1,498 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 512-203-2985

78660 Kuempel Trail 302 Evening Grosbeak Drive 5br/2ba $337,000 4,752 Kristi Long Sanguinet Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-922-7191

78660 Lakes of Northtown 14217 Naruna Way 3br/2ba $229,000 2,004 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 512-203-2985

78660 Meadows of Blackhawk 20208 Treyburn Lane 4br/3ba $311,000 3,527 Brittney Deck Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-923-4828

78660 Park at Blackhawk 3108 Murrelet Way 3br/2ba $234,900 2,062 Linda Farish RE/MAX 1 512-917-5713

78660 Park at Blackhawk 20216 Merlin Falcon Trail 3br/2ba $189,000 1,695 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 512-330-1047

78660 Park at Blackhawk 20625 Farm Pond Lane 4br/2ba $240,000 2,479 Ian Hyatt J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-497-6274

78660 Picadilly Ridge 1149 Kentra Drive 3br/2ba $149,900 1,263 Leslie Power Keller Williams Realty 512-910-5570

78660 Reserve at Westcreek 16721 Defendorf Drive 4br/2ba $231,798 2,081 John Mick RE/MAX 1 512-964-5724

78660 Springbrook 17700 Kessler Drive 5br/3ba $195,000 3,302 Jeremy Knight Keller Williams Realty 512-715-4955

78660 Springbrook 17609 Dansworth Drive 3br/2ba $152,900 1,643 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-251-4950

78660 Swenson Farm 1003 Laurel Oak Trail 5br/3ba $299,500 4,012 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty 512-347-7740

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 18608 Blue Pond Drive 3br/2ba $189,900 1,563 Tammy Gailey Keller Williams Realty 512-540-1797

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 4517 Tiddle Lane 4br/2ba $220,000 2,420 Tony Garrant Classic Realty 512-779-6744

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 4636 Tiddle Lane 4br/2ba $245,325 2,081 John Mick RE/MAX 1 512-964-5724

78664 Forest Creek 2152 Hilton Head 5br/4ba $599,000 5,134 Janet Mays Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-653-3626

78664 Forest Creek 2128 Faldo Lane 3br/2ba $215,000 2,520 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-994-0247

78664 Forest Creek 100 Sandy Lyle Cove 4br/3ba $315,000 3,216 Lili Maliner Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-657-1957

78664 Forest Creek 105 Lee Trevino Cove 3br/2ba $279,900 2,215 Debbie Tanner-Jacobs Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-964-7999

78664 Greenridge 19732 Cheyenne Valley Drive 3br/2ba $199,900 2,379 Jack Stapleton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-264-5115

78664 Jester Farms 1826 Wallin Loop 3br/2ba $179,900 2,005 Jacinto Andry Keller Williams Realty 512-417-9019

78664 Remington Heights 1414 Thibodeaux Drive 3br/2ba $184,900 1,515 Myrna Hall J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-507-6554

78664 Southern Terrace 2102 Magnolia Drive 3br/1ba $115,000 1,020 Gregory Hodge RE/MAX Capital City III 512-381-6827

20125 Wearyall Hill Lane

20208 Treyburn Lane

19732 Cheyenne Valley Drive

20625 Farm Pond Lane
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Market data compiled by  

Austin Board of REALTORS®

10900 Stonelake Blvd., STE A-100 | Austin, TX 78759

Price 78634 78660 78664 78665 78681 78717

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com50

“We're breaking the 
mold with cutting 
edge technology, 
invented in house, 
and modernizing 
the real estate 
industry" 
Chad W. Sellers, 
Founder

FIND OUT 
HOW!

(844) MY-AGENT  |  REALTYFORCE.COM/ROUNDROCK
512.379.6090
311 S HWY 183  1 Mile North of Crystal Falls
collinsadi.com

FOREVER YOUNG 
IS NOW AN OPTION
Our Sciton Forever Young BBL technology rejuvenates skin  
and delays skin aging, while treating fine wrinkles, pigmentation  
age/sun spots and small facial veins.

• Reduce fine wrinkles 
• Remove age and sun spots
• Reveal brighter, younger looking skin

Delay aging &  begin your skin transformation by scheduling an appointment today.

REAL ESTATE

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78664 Springbrook Centre 1416 Joffa Court 4br/2ba $215,900 2,605 German Godoy Keller Williams Realty 512-751-8372

78664 Springbrook Centre 16920 Tortoise St. 5br/3ba $230,000 2,952 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 512-330-1047

78664 Turtle Creek Village 708 Gabriel Mills Drive 3br/2ba $195,000 1,773 Lauren Schauer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-963-5772

78665 Chandler Creek 2311 Boneset Trail 3br/2ba $190,000 1,826 Joseph Kelly Keller Williams Realty 512-563-0799

78665 Eagle Ridge 3709 Rams Horn Way 3br/2ba $239,253 1,982 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II 512-704-4672

78665 Eagle Ridge 1366 Red Stag Place 4br/2ba $306,253 2,959 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II 512-704-4672

78665 Forest Bluff 1017 Forest Bluff Trail 3br/2ba $220,000 1,995 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-994-0247

78665 Lake Forest 2420 Silent Brook Trail 4br/3ba $399,975 3,505 Patrick McGinley Keller Williams Realty 512-784-2142

78665 Lake Forest 1303 River Forest Cove 4br/3ba $450,000 3,972 Lauren Powell Kuper Sotheby's Itl Realty 512-695-0679

78665 Lakeside Sub 1719 Amistad Way 4br/2ba $194,900 2,944 Mike Kight RE/MAX Capital City II 512-924-6524

78665 Legends Village 1098 Sussex Way 3br/2ba $238,500 2,270 Christopher Zaiontz Lee Real Estate Services Inc. 512-588-3458

78665 Legends Village 2800 Joe Dimaggio Blvd., Unit 3 3br/2ba $230,000 1,412 Glenda Neans Speck Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-736-9001

78665 Rolling Ridge 1220 Jordan Lane 4br/2ba $210,000 2,231 Karen McGrath J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-940-4057

78665 Round Rock Ranch 1707 Chino Cove 4br/2ba $224,500 2,529 Hayat Shaban Keller Williams Realty 512-541-5634

78665 Ryans Crossing 3847 Willie Mays Lane 4br/2ba $175,000 1,824 Cathy Wallace Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-921-4150

78665 Ryans Crossing 1406 Yogi Berra Cove 4br/2ba $225,000 2,450 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-994-0247

78665 Sonoma 1638 Belvedere Place 4br/2ba $234,500 2,086 Margaret Kaufmann J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-420-3859

78665 Teravista 1009 Hidden View Place 3br/2ba $240,000 2,271 Mack Linan RE/MAX 1 512-791-1419

78665 Teravista 4513 Miraval Loop 4br/3ba $418,000 2,824 Jason Taylor Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-200-2624

78665 Teravista 1703 Hidden Springs Path 4br/2ba $254,500 2,492 Jason Taylor Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-200-2624

78665 Teravista 1605 Greenside Drive 3br/2ba $249,900 1,924 Judy Schoening Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-797-4422

78665 Teravista 2012 Westvalley Place 4br/3ba $360,000 2,816 Jason Taylor Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-200-2624

78665 Teravista Fairway Estates 4405 Sansone Drive 5br/4ba $749,990 4,026 Kenneth Gezella Gatehouse Properties 210-837-8423

78681 Behrens Ranch 2500 Charolais Court 4br/2ba $320,000 2,614 Amy Smith RE/MAX 1 512-913-4916

78681 Brushy Creek 4006 Stoney Hill 3br/2ba $175,000 1,619 Carlos Flores RE/MAX Round Rock 512-289-5312

78681 Cat Hollow 16627 Malaga Hills Drive 4br/3ba $375,000 3,170 David Jackson Keller Williams Realty 512-539-6421

78681 Fern Bluff 8102 Longdraw Drive 4br/2ba $250,000 2,367 Tara Knight Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-751-4834

78681 Round Rock West 1006 Bluff Drive 3br/2ba $249,900 2,256 Carlos Flores RE/MAX Round Rock 512-289-5312

78681 Sendero Springs 528 Cascada Lane 4br/3ba $429,900 3,292 Michelle Allen Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8212

78681 Vista Oaks 3920 Shaker Lane 3br/2ba $215,000 1,910 Trish Deen Keller Williams Realty 512-426-8425

78681 Vista Oaks 3502 Aspen Leaf 4br/2ba $269,900 2,395 Tim Kress RE/MAX 1 512-719-5555

78717 Avery Ranch Brookside 9901 Royal New Kent 4br/3ba $425,000 3,415 Nason Hengst Keller Williams Realty 512-775-7900

78717 Avery Ranch East 16308 Old Baldy Drive 4br/3ba $419,000 3,150 Jeff Gifford Keller Williams Realty 512-775-1797

78717 Avery Ranch Far West 14117 Canyon Trail 3br/2ba $274,900 1,912 Larry Rawlinson Keller Williams Realty 512-426-1160

78717 Highland Horizon 425 Highland Horizon 4br/3ba $470,000 3,678 Pavla Guggenheim The Virtual Realty Group 512-796-2348

78717 Meadows Brushy Creek 8926 Joachim Lane 5br/2ba $450,000 3,323 Joseph Kelly Keller Williams Realty 512-563-0799

78717 Northwoods at Avery Ranch 10904 Wynnewood St. 4br/3ba $471,444 2,862 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8818

78717 Plaza Townhomes at Avery Ranch Condo 14812 Avery Ranch Blvd., Unit 8 3br/2ba $229,000 2,018 Gail Buquoi Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-913-9148

1098 Sussex Way

528 Cascada Lane

2012 Westvalley Place

425 Highland Horizon

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/28/14 and 11/18/14 were included and provided by Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



  

It’s a new day for care. At Seton, we’re building our newest teaching hospital, 
Seton Medical Center at The University of Texas, in collaboration with The University 
of Texas Dell Medical School. And it’s attracting the brightest minds to Austin. 
Doctors, students and researchers will come together to fi nd new cures and 
treatments. It’s an innovative approach that can be delivered right here in our 
community. After all, staying well is no laughing matter. Welcome to Humancare.

R
O

U
N

D
 R

O
C

K
 / P

FLU
G

E
R

V
ILLE

 / H
U

TTO
 E

D
ITIO

N


