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Pflugerville mixed-use development could bring 1,000 new jobs

Commerce center open for business

Bond proposition allots county $275 million 
Voters give green light to road improvements
A $275 million Williamson County road bond package approved by voters Nov. 5 may fund projects such as extending Kenney Fort Boulevard south of Forest Creek Drive. 

By JP Eichmiller
Williamson County’s plan 

for managing its roadways has 
shifted from a strategy of staying 
ahead of traffic demands to one of 
simply trying not to fall behind.

According to recent estimates, 
Williamson County’s population 
has grown more than 82 per-
cent since 2000, and in Septem-
ber, Forbes Magazine ranked the 
county the fastest-growing in the 

nation. County and city officials 
believe the influx of more than 
200,000 residents during the past 
13 years—with no slowdown in 
sight—may overwhelm the capac-
ity of county roads and result in 
gridlock similar to Austin’s. 

Fortunately for local govern-
ment planning officials, based on 
recent election results, a majority 
of county voters have voiced a 
willingness to dedicate tax dollars 

By Korri Kezar
The build-out of the 130 Commerce Center 

along SH 130 represents not only a step for-
ward in development but also the opening of 
a gateway into Pflugerville.

The 160-acre center, which sits at the south-
western intersection of SH 130 and Pecan 
Street, has been in the works since 2008, 
when the Pflugerville Community Develop-
ment Corp. purchased the land. Recruiting 
businesses to lease and buy space at the cen-
ter lulled until 2012 when the economy began 
to rebound. Since then, the PCDC has suc-
cessfully attracted data center Thin-nology, 
gun manufacturer TrackingPoint, transme-
dia company BullTiger Productions, bulk 
coffee manufacturer EIEIO Inc., D-BAT 
Baseball and Softball Academy, and Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper to the development.

“When the economy crashed we were left 
high and dry with no activity, but that ended 
up being a blessing in disguise because it was 
an opportunity ... to put a strategy in place 
and identify what we wanted to see happen 
out there,” said Charles Harvey, an agent with 

Don Quick and Associates, the commercial 
real estate company marketing the center. 

Selling the center
The center’s 160 acres are divided into lots 

that can be purchased or leased and platted as 
businesses submit construction plans. Track-
ingPoint, BullTiger Productions, D-BAT and 
EIEIO each occupy 30,000 square feet in the 
first of six proposed 120,000-square-foot 
light-industrial buildings. The first building 
is finishing build-out, and TrackingPoint has 
already moved into its space.

BullTiger also purchased 30,000 square 
feet of the next building, which is set to finish 
construction in February or March. PCDC 
Executive Director Floyd Akers said con-
struction will begin on each building when 
the previous building is half-leased. 

“We expect [the second] building to be 
completely full by the time it’s built,” he said.

The success of the development is being 
credited to the center’s convenient loca-
tion and Pflugerville’s pro-business attitude, 

to road improvements. On Nov. 
5, Williamson County Propo-
sition 1—a $275 million road 
bonds package—passed with 
nearly 64 percent voter approval. 

“Nobody likes debt, but people 
like to be able to get from point A 
to point B in a reasonable amount 
of time,” Williamson County 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Ron 
Morrison said. 

Morrison’s district includes 
several traffic corridors in East 
Round Rock and Hutto that are 

slated for large-scale housing 
and commercial development, 
including east University Boule-
vard, the SH 130 corridor, and the 
Paloma Lakes and Siena munici-
pal utility districts off of CR 110.

“I am afraid we may spend this 
money just to stay even,” he said. 
“So the bond package from that 
standpoint is very important. 
Once you get behind [develop-
ment] ... it becomes impossible 
to ever keep up.”
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See Roads | 44
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According to city officials, the 130 
commerce center could bring 1,000 jobs 
to pflugerville. four of the companies 
moving into the center will be among the 
city’s top 12 employers.

pFlugERVIllE’s
ToP    EmplOyERs

data courtesy 2011 Bureau of labor Statistics and the city of pflugerville

Avant Technologies 154

TrackingPoint 150

Austin Foam Plastics 137

Advanced integration Technologies 102

Air Craft Inc. 100

BullTiger Productions 100

EVS Metal 82

Community Impact Newspaper 65

Banister Tools 50

ALK Abello Inc. 47

EIEIo Inc. 40

Windata 30

130 Commerce Center–
based businesses EMPLoYEES



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com2  nEws

St. David’s Emergency Network
We’ve Got Austin Covered

StDavidsERnetwork.com

Every year more than a quarter of a million people look to us in times of an emergency. We have  

convenient locations throughout Central Texas. Board-certified physicians. Life-saving technology.  

And a skilled nursing staff. St. David’s is Austin’s Emergency Support System.

13-SDM-1497 Community Impact Roundrock_Leads Ad.indd   1 11/1/13   10:25 AM
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If you want an outstanding 
car buying experience, make the 
decision hundreds of Central 
Texans have already made, and 
head to Round Rock Kia.

With a large selection, Round 
Rock Kia has the vehicle for 
you. Non-commissioned sales 
associates are here to help you � nd 

the car you are looking for.
Want something sleek with 

great gas mileage? Check out the 
Kia Optima with sleek lines and 
great gas mileage, the Forte or Kia’s 
� agship sedan, the Kia Cadenza.

Need more room for friends, 
family and all their gear? Take a 

peek at the Kia Soul, Sportage or 
even larger Cadenza.

And the choices don’t stop there. 
So do yourself a favor and visit 
Round Rock Kia today!

Customers can feel a di� erence 
when they step into Round Rock 
Kia, which is why the dealership 
has so many raving fans.

“� is is our second 
Kia in three days. Do 
I need to say more??? 
Very happy,” noted 
Claudia Perez.

Another happy 
customer, Michelle 
Bitoni said, “My 
experience here today 

with Jennifer was awesome!!! I 
never felt pressure to buy and she 
was incredibly informative and 
honest. Overall my experience was 
great! My entire family has now 
purchased with Round Rock Kia or 
I’d say I’d recommend them to my 
family!”

As you can see, Round Rock Kia 
is exceeding expectations. � is 
commitment to customers is found 
from all team members from new 
vehicle sales, pre-owned vehicle 
sales, car loans and � nancing, 
certi� ed service department to Kia 

parts and accessories.
Round Rock Kia is committed 

to the highest quality standards 
in the automotive industry, 
which means going above and 
beyond the competition and 
focusing each and every day on 

the hundreds of details that add 
up to an unparalleled automotive 
ownership experience.

Visit Round Rock Kia today. You 
and your pocketbook will be glad 
you did!

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ROUNDROCKKIA.COM
Most State-of-The Art Kia 

Dealership in Central Texas!

600 Jeffrey Way @ I-35, Round Rock, Texas
866-302-0899TOLL

FREE:

New 2013 KIA 
OPTIMA

Several To 
Choose!

Several To 
Choose!$$$$$$ Per

MMMooonnnttthhh
Per
MMMooonnnttthhh

Several To 
Choose!

Per
MMMooonnnttthhh

New 2014 KIA 
SORENTO

New 2013 KIA 
SOUL

“I NEVER FELT PRESSSURE 
TO BUY… MY ENTIRE 
FAMILY HAS NOW 
PURCHASED WITH ROUND 
ROCK KIA.”

HAS ARRIVED AT ROUND ROCK KIA
You and your family are invited to visit with 

Santa and have a professional picture taken on 
December 7th from 10am to 4pm

Round Rock KIA is a Toys for Tots donation 
drop o�  center. We invite you to bring an 

unwrapped gi  for a child.

Enjoy holiday treats and beverages with your visit!
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EXPERT  
HEALTHCARE.

EXPERTLY  
LOCATED.

Enhanced family medicine in Round Rock.

Anuj Sharma, MD
Family Medicine

You now have enhanced access to one 
of the nation’s largest medical group 
practices. Scott & White Healthcare’s 
newest clinic in Round Rock connects 
you and your family to our growing 
network of medical experts and specialists. 
Services include immunizations and 
family medicine for adults and children. 
To learn more, visit clinics.sw.org or call 
for an appointment.

Scott & White accepts most major insurance plans, including Medicare.

NOW OPEN

Scott & White Clinic -  
Round Rock South
1800 S. A.W. Grimes Boulevard 
Round Rock, TX 78664

512-244-5700

Gattis School Rd.

S. A
.W

. G
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COmmUNITy FEEDbACk
TakE ThE pOll

lasT mOnTh’s pOll REsulTs

Do you believe investing in new road 
projects is the best course of action for 
Williamson County’s transportation issues?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll.

look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Do you believe the development of a 
new master-planned community is a 
positive step for the city of Round Rock?
Yes, new residents bring economic growth 

  44.32% 
no, Round Rock is already overcrowded

  22.73% 
Maybe, it depends on the type of housing

  20.45% 
Yes, there is already a shortage of housing options

  6.82%
no, new residents cost money to support 

  5.68%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 11/7/13–11/19/13

in this edition, one of our front-page stories, “voters give green 
light to road improvements,” examines the recently voter-
approved $275 million Williamson county road bonds package 
and the likely effects it will have on transportation projects in 
and around Round Rock and Hutto. We would like to know if 
you think new road construction is the best course of action for 
dealing with Williamson county’s increasing traffic issues. 

FROm  ThE  PUblIShER
This month we are 

celebrating our 100th 
issue of the Round Rock/
Pflugerville/Hutto Com-
munity Impact Newspa-
per—our first and now 
flagship edition. One 
hundred times, the hard-
est-working staff in the 
local news industry has 
come together to create 
a paper that many said 
wouldn’t last past the 

first issue. Community Impact Newspaper isn’t just any 
newspaper, but one that promises each month to bring 
local and useful news to your mailbox for free, even as 
many of you have told us you would gladly pay for it. 

You probably hear that all the innovation in news is 
happening online. One hundred issues of this newspa-
per tells us otherwise, as does the growth of our little 
company from three employees in our home’s game 
room to nearly 100 employees throughout this state. 

As much as we would like to say we live in the Infor-
mation Age, the truth is we still need more informa-
tion than ever about our cities and neighborhoods. 
Our talented staff has taken on this responsibility 
with enthusiasm and passion and continues to create a 
newspaper that has received serious state and national 
attention, including more than 60 National Newspaper 
Association Awards. With 15 editions throughout Texas 
and more than 1 million in mailed distribution, each 
edition’s quality and usefulness amazes me. 

Much has happened during these 100 issues. We have 
met and worked with some incredible people. We are 
always amazed when we hear from our readers about 
how much you love the newspaper. My wife, Jennifer, 
and I don’t take your loyalty lightly—nor do we fail 
to be thankful for all the advertisers who have helped 
make each issue happen. 

Although we can’t control what everyone else in our 
industry does, you can be sure our commitment to a 
first-class local newspaper won’t be swayed by technol-
ogy trends. And if everyone else in the news business 
focuses their future on the Web, our newspaper will still 
be welcome in homes and local businesses throughout 
the state for years to come—something we feel is worth 
celebrating.

John garrett
Publisher and founder

jgarrett@impactnews.com

Publishers and founders

John and Jennifer garrett
Publisher - ausTin MeTro

traci Rodriguez
General ManaGer

Amy ellsworth, aellsworth@impactnews.com
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Advertising
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Design
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About us
John and Jennifer garrett began Community Impact 

Newspaper in 2005 in pflugerville, texas. the company’s 
mission is to build communities of informed citizens 

and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a 
passionate team. now, with 15 markets in the Austin, 

Houston and dallas/fort Worth metro areas, the paper is 
distributed to more than 1 million homes and businesses.
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2014 Legacy 2.5i 
6MT Alloy Package

$276mo

All New 2013 S60 Sedans
$6000 o�  MSRP

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Must take delivery out of dealer stock and cannot be combined with 0% APR O� er or Lease O� er. Exp 11/30/13.

Model EAB P21. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $276, � nal 
pymt / residual = $10,112. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,001. Stk# Z8922. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. *Purchase or lease any new 
(previously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes � rst.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for 

intervals, coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 3-31-2014 and reside within the promotional area. At participating dealers only. See dealer for program details and eligibility. 
**Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other o� er. Dealer participation may a� ect � nal negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only. MPG � gures are estimated highway, 

results vary. O� ers expire 11/30/13.
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Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819f

Zero Down!

ZERO DOWN
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Up to $2,000 o�  in 
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has been remodeled and features a private 
meeting room with space for 50 guests as 
well as an outdoor patio. The restaurant 
offers breakfast, brunch and lunch menu 
items. 512-246-3447.  
www.theeggandirestaurants.com

Relocations

9  Minecor, a business-to-business lead 
generating firm, relocated its headquarters 
Nov. 1 from 1826 Kramer Lane, Ste. H, 
Austin, to 525 Round Rock West Drive, 
Ste. A100, in the Park West office complex. 
Owner and CEO Rick Landi said the 
business assists high-tech, financial and 
health-related companies in generating 
revenue by producing business leads for 
product sales. The company includes 15 
employees, Landi said. 512-744-1622.  
www.minecor.com

10  Eagle Office Products relocated from 
812 Sam Bass Road to 221B Texas Ave. on 
Nov. 24. The business offers office supplies, 
furniture, paper, ink and toner, janitorial 
supplies, coffee and break room supplies 
and more. Founded in 1988, the business is 
also celebrating its 25th anniversary.  
512-388-1188. www.eagleop.com

11  Co-owners Mary Rutledge and John 
Fuller relocated Time Masters on July 24 
from 9416 Anderson Mill Road in Austin 
to 10526 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 411. The 
family-owned and -operated business 
offers full-service watch and clock repair, 
including while-you-wait $5 watch battery 
replacement. All repairs are performed in-
house. 512-258-5706.  
www.gotimemasters.com

Expansions

12  NextCare Urgent Care, 1240 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd., unveiled an expansion to 
its facilities Nov. 23. The urgent care 
clinic added amenity upgrades to its 
lobby area and patient rooms, including 
a new children’s play area and televisions. 
NextCare operates 92 facilities nationwide 
and offers urgent care services including 
laboratory testing and X-rays on-site. 
NextCare accepts most major insurance 
plans and also offers a medical discount 
program with a variety of payment 
options. 512-218-0689.  
www.nextcare.com/roundrock

Pflugerville

Now Open

13  Owner John Ryan opened Cen-Tex 
Educators Insurance Agency on  
Dec. 1 at 821 Grand Avenue Parkway,  
Ste. 105. Ryan said the business offers auto, 
home and life insurance plans through 
Horace Mann Insurance and Progressive 
Insurance. Cen-Tex also offers retirement 
planning services. The business specializes 

Round Rock

Now Open

1  Scott & White Healthcare opened 
its fourth Round Rock primary care 
clinic Nov. 25 at 1800 S. A.W. Grimes 
Blvd. The new 10,300-square-foot facility 
includes 12 patient exam rooms and one 
treatment room. The clinic offers health 
maintenance, physicals, wellness and 
urgent care services, and includes an on-
site laboratory and X-rays. 512-244-5700. 
www.sw.org

2  Franchise owner Kevin Killham 
reopened the Denny’s restaurant at 2700 
N. I-35 on Nov. 21. The restaurant was 
closed to undergo a complete remodeling 
of the kitchen and dining area. The 
restaurant offers breakfast, lunch and 
dinner and is open 24 hours per day,  
365 days per year. 512-238-7705.  
www.dennys.com

3  Greater Austin Allergy, Asthma & 
Immunology, owned by Dr. Henry J. 
Legere, opened its ninth location Nov. 18 
at 100 E. Main St., Ste. 101. The business 

offers adult and pediatric allergy testing 
and treatment as well as asthma and 
immunological diagnosis and treatment. 
Patients are seen by appointment, and the 
business accepts most major insurance 
plans. 512-732-2774.  
www.austinallergist.com

4  Owner Jason Herrera opened Clearvue 
Networks on Nov. 18 at 100 E. Main St., 
Ste. 202. The business offers network 
solutions, phone, security and surveillance 
systems for residential and business 
applications. Clearvue Networks also 
provides computer maintenance and repair 
services. 512-903-4127.  
www.clearvuenetworks.com

5  Bluecore Shooting Center opened 
Oct. 17 at 2000 N. Mays St., Ste. 113. The 
Colorado-based company is owned by a 
group of retired Navy SEALS. The store 
offers firearms and accessories with a 
focus on concealed-carry merchandise. 
Future expansion plans include offering 
a shooting center with an indoor firing 
range, a training center as well as a larger 
retail space. 512-813-0503.  
www.bluecoreshootingcenter.com

6  The Oak Tree Corner Cafe opened 
Oct. 22 at 410 W. Main St. Owner David 
Duly said the restaurant features a lunch 
and dinner menu, which includes soups, 
salads, sandwiches, burgers and more. 
The location includes indoor seating for 
approximately 57 guests as well as an 
outdoor patio with 48 seats. The restaurant 
is available to host private parties and 
prepares holiday meals made-to-order. 
512-248-0336.  
www.theoaktreecornercafe.com

7  Owner Karen Craig opened Blonde 
Faith Salon on Sept. 16 at 10526 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 417, Austin. The salon 
offers colors, cuts, keratin smoothing 
treatments, facials and chemical peels and 
eyelash extensions. Hours are Mon.–Sat.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m. 512-467-4717.  
www.blondefaithsalon.com

Coming Soon

8  An Egg & I restaurant franchise 
location will open Dec. 9 at 2701 D. Parker 
Road in the La Frontera shopping center. 
The restaurant is owned by Mac Haik and 
will be corporately managed. The building 
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A Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen franchise location 
opened Oct. 19 in Pflugerville.

17
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in assisting employees of Pflugerville ISD. 
512-990-0810.  
www.agent.horacemann.com/johnryan

14  The third Austin-area TKO Nutrition 
and Smoothies location opened Sept. 
1 at 2700 W. Pecan St., Ste. 306. Owner 
Richard Stone said the business is a 
supplement store that also makes custom-
ordered smoothies. The business prepares 
customized diets and sells its own line of 
nutritional supplements as well as name-
brand products. 512-252-3000.  
www.tkonutrition.com

15  Owner Jason Liu opened JL Cabinet 
and Granite on Oct. 30 at 15301 I-35, Ste. 
D1. The business sells granite countertops 
as well as cabinets for home kitchen and 
bathrooms. Installation services are also 
available. 512-252-2844.  
www.jlcabinetandgranite.com

16  The third Austin-area Renaissance 
Women’s Group location opened Oct. 25 
at 18900 Limestone Commercial Drive, 
Ste. 610, within the Stone Hill Town 
Center. The business is an obstetrics and 
gynecology practice with three practicing 
physicians on-site. Services offered include 
annual checkups, birth control assistance 
and minor medical procedures.  
512-339-6626. www.rwgdocs.com

17  A new, 2,150-square-foot Popeyes 
Louisiana Kitchen franchise location 
opened Oct. 19 at 1547 FM 685. The store 
is owned by franchisee Amin Dhanani, 
principal of Z&H Foods Inc., which 
operates 80 Popeyes restaurants in Texas 
and Colorado. Popeyes is a quick-serve 
restaurant featuring Southern-style 
chicken, seafood, sides and more.  
512-251-1831. www.popeyes.com

18  Owner Justin Gibson opened Vintage 
Vapor on Oct. 17 at 2700 W. Pecan 
St., Ste. 305, within the Three Points 
Plaza shopping center. The remodeled 
1,200-square-foot store specializes in the 
sale of electronic cigarettes and accessories. 
Vintage Vapor sells 80 name-brand vapor 
liquid flavors, including its own line of 

products. The store includes a lounge 
area for customers to use. Preordering is 
available in addition to complimentary 
accessory cleaning and free samples of 
products. 512-961-7663

19  Co-owners Sue Worthy and Janet 
Hadelka opened Abbe’s Treasure Trove–
Upstairs Closet on Nov. 26 at 103B W. 
Pecan St. Worthy said the business sells 
gems, rocks, vintage jewelry, glassware, 
antiques, art and more. 512-551-9110

20  Owner Chris Coppinger opened Texas 
Great Vapes at 401 W. Pecan St., Ste. B, on 
Nov. 11. The store sells electronic cigarettes 
and accessories, including more than 200 
different flavored liquids. 512-990-0887

Coming Soon

21  Data center Thin-nology broke ground 
on a new building at the 130 Commerce 
Center on Oct. 1. The premises will open 
in May 2014 at 3712 Helios Way and 
house seven to eight employees, though 
the company plans to add additional 
personnel, Thin-nology President Kathryn 
Grona said. The cloud-computing 
company allows businesses to outsource 
technology and data. 512-670-3930.  
www.thin-nology.com 

22  Buffalo, N.Y.–based developer and 
contracting firm North Forest Office Space 
announced Nov. 19 plans to build the third 
phase of the Heatherwilde Professional 
and Medical Center at 305 N. 
Heatherwilde Blvd. The new 9,000-square-
foot building will house six to eight office 
spaces for professional and medical 
businesses. The building is expected to be 
ready for occupancy by late May 2014.  
512-515-1553. www.nforest.com

New Ownership

23  New owner Thien Le took over 
Havoline Express Lube, 448 FM 685, 
from former management company 
Sunset Management. The business 
offers oil changes, brake work, tune-ups, 
state inspections and light automotive 

mechanical work. Walk-ins are welcome. 
512-989-3400

Anniversaries

The Healing Our Heroes Project, a local 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, will 
celebrate its one-year anniversary Dec. 27. 
Director of Operations Prince Humphries 
said the organization caters to active and 
honorably discharged military members 
and their families by organizing retreats 
at Camp Cullen in Trinity. Nonmilitary 
members seeking to assist the organization 
can volunteer to work at a retreat or other 
events throughout the year. Financial 
contributions as well as gifts for family 
members are also welcomed. 512-297-6342. 
www.hohproject.org

Hutto

Coming Soon

24  Owner Ginny Tipton plans to open 
Bocados at 201 West St. by mid-December. 
The business will offer family-style 
sandwich meals featuring daily themes 
such as Mexican, Italian, barbecue and 
home-style menus. Meals include entrees 
and sides. Call-ahead and walk-in orders 
are accepted. Hours are Mon.–Thu.  
4–9 p.m. 512-662-6516.  
www.bocadoshutto.com

In the News

The city of Hutto received an award in 
the Best Public Improvements category 
from the Texas Downtown Association 
President’s Awards Program for work 
on Farley Street. The Farley project 
included utility improvements, 12-foot-
wide sidewalks lined with Shumard 
oak trees, on-street angled parking, 
native landscaping, LED light fixtures, 
bike racks, benches, trash receptacles 
and more. The award was announced 
Nov. 7 at the President’s Awards gala 
held in conjunction with the 2013 
Texas Downtown Development and 
Revitalization Conference in Bastrop.
www.huttotx.gov news or questions about Round Rock, pflugerville or 

Hutto? e-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by JP Eichmiller

Owner Karen Craig opened Blonde Faith Salon on 
Sept. 16 at 10526 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 417. 

7

The Healing Our Heroes Project, a nonprofit that 
arranges retreats for military members and fami-
lies, celebrates its one-year anniversary Dec. 27.
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Owner Ginny Tipton plans to open Bocados in 
Hutto by mid-December.

24
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John F. McEntire, 
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek, 
DDS

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

512-642-5994

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o mFind us on 
Facebook!

O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express

Our Gold Standards:
• Comfortable, Modern Office
• Care with a Gentle Touch
• On-Time Scheduling
• Family Block Appointments
• Conservative Treatment
• Fun for Kids
• Insurance Friendly
• Monthly Payment Plans
• Emergencies Seen Promptly
• Sedation Dentistry Available
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1905 S. Austin Ave. Georgetown, TX 78626  
www.austinavenuefurniture.com

 512-869-7070
austinavenuefurniture@gmail.com

CONTEMPORARY 
ANTIQUE  |  ECLECTIC  |  CHIC

HOME DECOR & GIFTS 

UNIQUE

Feather Your Nest With the Finest

14 2 0  E A S T PA L M  VA LLE Y B LV D
R O U N D  R O C K ,  T E X A S  7 8 6 6 4
W W W. S A I N T R I C H A R D S . O RG

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES

5:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant
5:30 p.m. Carols and Strings

6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 p.m. Carols and Strings

11:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist

CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Merry
Christmas!

A FULL SERVICE SIGN & DESIGN COMPANY

Free Design & Local Delivery, Price Match Guarantee
Local & Family Operated Business 

Working with our community to keep our Tax Dollars in Pflugerville

Supporting Pflugerville ISD by contributing our services & up to 5% proceeds to our school district

1002 West Pecan Street, Pflugerville Tx 78660 | Info@PflugervilleSigns.com

GENERAL SIGN SERVICES

CHANNEL LETTER SIGNS
LED SIGNS & MONUMENTS
SIGN MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
TRAFFIC & DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
FLEET GRAPHICS
BANNERS & YARD SIGNS
REALTOR SIGNS
MAGNETIC SIGNS
WINDOW LETTERING

DIGITAL IMAGING SERVICES
BUSINESS CARDS & FLYERS 
T-SHIRTS & FABRIC PRINTING
PHOTO RETOUCHING & DESIGN
WEB DESIGN & HOSTING

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

FULL VEHICLE WRAP
DECALS & RACING STRIPS
3M WINDOW TINTING

PROFESSIONAL PAINT RESTORATION
       by Christina Gregoire

512-828-7828

HOLIDAY WISHES
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays & 

a Wonderful New Year
filled with health, happiness, and spectacular success 

to all our customers and the entire community
Thank you for your support in 2013 and

we look forward to working with you in 2014.

PflugervilleSigns Rev 2013_14.indd   1 11/26/13   11:15 AM

We offer a full line of residential 
and commercial heating and air 
conditioning services including:
• Air Conditioning Repair
• Heating Repair
• System Replacement
• Duct Repair
• Duct Replacement
• Ductless Mini Splits
• No Trip Charge
• No Service Fee
• FREE Estimate for System Replacements
• Convenient Financing
• Preventative Maintenance Plans
• 24/7 Emergency Service

WWW
aaa
cc
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winter special:

FREE FURNACE 
with the purchase of 

a new system.

(512) 627-1824 
gsrepair@live.com

www.austin-ac-repair.com
License: TACLB28892E
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Round Rock signs two 
more incentive deals
75 new jobs expected to be created

By JP Eichmiller 
Round Rock City Council approved two incentive 

deals at its Nov. 14 meeting that promise to bring at 
least 75 new full-time jobs to the city, the development 
of a new industrial park and a minimum of $14 million 
worth of property investments.

The council unanimously approved five resolutions 
establishing separate economic development deals with 
D.M.A Enterprises Inc. and Insys Therapeutics Inc. that 
respectively entail relocating to and expanding the busi-
nesses’ operations within the city. 

Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw said while the deals 
would likely not draw the same attention as large retail 
developments, they represent a long-term strategy of 
diversifying the city’s employment base.

“The deal with economic development is every now 
and then you will hit a home run—and Bass [Pro Shops] 
is a home run. But mostly, just like with baseball games, 
you win by hitting singles,” McGraw said. “Most of the 
deals we do are singles.” 

D.M.A Enterprises is the California-based parent com-
pany of ThermaSol, a steam shower and accessory manu-
facturing company. The company is purchasing 27 acres 
of property north of the city’s police station on North 
Mays Street to develop as an industrial park, which will 
include a manufacturing facility 
for its ThermaSol products. 

ThermaSol CEO Mitch Altman 
said the company is planning to 
relocate from California to the 
new 37,000-square-foot facility in 
Round Rock by December 2014. 

“We targeted a couple of 
states,” Altman said. “But we decided on Texas. ... And 
then we honed in on Round Rock. 

“What attracted me was that [Round Rock] is a town 
that has a ton of amenities. … But it has a small-town feel.”

As part of the agreement, ThermaSol will invest at 
least $3.5 million in the construction of its new facility 
and industrial park, as well as the purchase and installa-
tion of equipment. The company also agreed to employ 
45 full-time workers and have the facility built within 
18 months of receiving plat approval from the city. The 
city agreed to provide the company with a $400,000 cash 
incentive to secure the relocation. 

ECONOMIC DEvElOPMENT Return on investment

“Projects like ThermaSol help diversify the economy, 
add to our manufacturing base and help create new jobs,” 
said Ben White, vice president of economic development 
for the Round Rock Chamber of Commerce/Economic 
Development Partnership. “It is always great to [add] 
another California company to the Round Rock region.”

Altman said California’s tax rates, cost of living and 
bureaucratic hurdles prompted the company’s relocation.

“[In California] you are swimming up current, and 
there are people on the sides of the river throwing rocks 
at you,” he said in reference to the state’s business climate. 
“That is no joke. In California you are the target, and in 

Round Rock you are the hero—
and that is what this country 
was built on, people that take the 
risks and the entrepreneurs.”

The second company, Insys 
Therapeutics—a commercial-
grade pharmaceutical manufac-
turer—is planning to expand its 

current operations in Round Rock. In addition to its 11 
current employees, Insys plans to add 30 new full-time 
employees during the next four years, as well as relocate 
to an unoccupied 52,845-square-foot office/manufactur-
ing facility at 2700 Oakmont Drive. The company also 
promised to pay its employees an average annual salary 
of $50,000 and to invest at least $10.5 million in equip-
ment and facility improvements. 

“Insys is part of the target sector of bioscience and 
health care, which is a targeted industrial cluster for 
Round Rock,” White said. 

In exchange for the company’s investment, the city has 

agreed to provide five years of property tax abatements 
beginning in 2015, a one-time cash payment of $150,000 
and up to $50,000 for job-creation incentives. 

Bryan Waltrip, Insys Therapeutics director of opera-
tions, said the company expects to begin transferring its 
equipment to its new facility in December, with the move 
likely to be completed by August 2014. 

Insys Therapeutics—which is headquartered in Chan-
dler, Ariz., outside of Phoenix—has expanded rapidly in 
the past two years, Waltrip said. 

“The company as a whole two years ago was 20 people, 
and now it is about 200,” he said. “So there has been a 
huge amount of growth here.”

The company received Federal Drug Administration 
approval in August 2011 to begin producing its first drug, 
a generic form of Marinol, which is used to reduce nausea 
in cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy. In Janu-
ary 2012, Insys started producing its second product, an 
opiate-based sublingual Fentanyl spray for pain relief. 

Following the success of the company’s first two com-
mercial drugs, in May Insys submitted an initial public 
offering of 4.6 million shares to investors at a cost of $8 
per share—resulting in gross proceeds of $36.8 million. 
At the opening of markets Nov. 15, Insys shares had 
increased in value to $42.83. On Nov. 12 the company 
announced its 2013 third quarter earnings had reached 
$29.2 million—a $24.4 million increase in revenue versus 
the same quarter in 2012.   

“It has been a really great influx of money for a small 
company,” Waltrip said. “Right now they are taking 
that money and investing it back into the company to 
do more.” 

the incentive deals the city of Round Rock secured nov. 14 with d.M.A. enterprises inc., the parent company of thermaSol, and 
insys therapeutics were designed to produce a net economic benefit for the city through sales, property and hotel occupancy taxes 
as well as other city fees. An economic impact analysis also predicts the new employees will infuse revenue into the local economy.

Incentives designed to benefit city

City’s net benefit: $627,656 City’s net benefit: $612,263
Taxable property value: $13.5M Taxable property value: $7.2M

*10-year analysis

Steam shower manufacturerPharmaceutical manufacturer

Source: impact dataSource

ThermaSol*Insys Therapeutics*

Jobs created: 30 Jobs created: 45

Future location: 
2700 Oakmont Drive

Future location: 
2501 N. Mays St.

Salaries paid: $17.28M Salaries paid: $22.64M
Taxable sales and 
purchases in city: $10.42M

Taxable sales and 
purchases in city: $10.84M

“In California you are the 
target and in Round Rock 
you are the hero ... ”
–thermaSol ceo Mitch Altman

Dr. Kevin Rhodes graduated from the University of 
Texas Health Science Center. His focus is high quality, 

comprehensive care for the whole family.

• Beautiful State of the Art Offi ce 
(all digital)

• Comprehensive Cosmetic Dentistry 
(whitening, veneers, smile makeovers)

• CEREC (same day crowns and bridges)
• Prosthodontics (partials and dentures)
• Orthodontics
• Treatment of Periodontal Disease
• Oral Surgery / Implants
• Pediatric Dentistry (all ages, playroom 

and TV for kids)
• Endodontics (root canals)
• Emergency Patients Welcome

FREE 
Teeth 

Whitening 
for Life

Dr. Kevin Rhodes and family Building Relationships ~ Creating Smiles

(512) 310-2000
3401 Royal Vista Blvd #102  

Round Rock, TX

www. r oya l v i s t aden t a l . c om
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2001 N. MAYS STREET | ROUND ROCK | 512-248-2555| TUES - SAT 10AM - 6PM

 2013

MAYS STREET
BOUTIQUE & HOME DECOR

GIFTS AND FURNITURE

CUSTOM 
HOLIDAY 

ARRANGEMENTS 
AND GARLANDS

15% OFF 
KENDRA SCOTT 

JEWELRY
EXPIRES 12/24/13

GIFTS • JEWELRY
LAUNDRY WASH

CUSTOM FLORALS
UTTERMOST HOME ACCENTS

Proud to carry

GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGIIIIIF

UTTE

512-248-8200  
www.AgapePrc.org | facebook.com/AgapePrc

 104 E. Main Street in Round Rock, Texas

Are you a lifer, too? 
Show your support by donating today.

Chet Garner, star of PBS’s 
Emmy Award-winning 
The Daytripper, with his wife, 
Laura, son Fielding, and daughters 
Wren and Cannan.

"Children are one of God’s greatest gifts to the 
world. We need their energy and their laughter. 
Having a partner like Agape to help mothers 
through that time is needed and essential.” 

You can start 
making a difference

today for just
 $25 a month!

5,000 YEARS OF CIVILIZATION. LIVE ON STAGE!

DEC 27-29
The Long Center       ShenYun.com | TheLongCenter.org | 888-974-3698 | 512-474-LONG

Shows SOLD OUT 
in New York Lincoln Center
Los Angeles, San Diego, San Antonio...

“Shen Yun is extraordinary, 
everyone should come see it!”
— Celeste Holm, Academy Award-Winning Actress

“5,000 Years of Chinese music 
and dance in one Night!”“INCREDIBLE”

“I was in heaven watching it!”
                 — Andrea Huber, dance critic

  PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT!  ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

5,000 YEARS OF CIVILIZATION. LIVE ON STAGE!

“Shen Yun is extraordinary, 
everyone should come see it!”

“5,000 Years of Chinese music 
and dance in one Night!”“INCREDIBLE”

“I was in heaven watching it!”“I was in heaven watching it!”
                 — Andrea Huber, dance critic                 — Andrea Huber, dance critic

SHEN YUN o� ers an exhilarating 
world-class production on a grand 

scale and exquisite performances that cel-
ebrate the pure excellence and grandeur of 
classical Chinese dance and music . An art 
form several millennia old, Chinese dance 
is refreshingly dynamic and expressive. 

Ancient legends and heroic fi gures come 
to life through its leaps, spins, and delicate 
gestures. 

Shen Yun is returning to Austin with an all 
new spectacular and original production. It 
is an experience you won’t want to miss.
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Texas A&M Central Texas bound for 
new Hutto higher education campus
By Korri Kezar 

Pending final negotiations, Texas 
A&M University Central Texas will join 
the East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center in spring 2014 with 
plans to offer full bachelor’s degree and 
master’s degree programs.

Since the Texas Legislature passed 
House Bill 2074 in 2007, paving the way 
for EWCHEC’s construction, Texas A&M 
Central Texas has planned to join the 
institution. The college was not an official 
part of the center when it opened in 
August because it was going through the 
process of earning accreditation as a uni-
versity. Having received the designation 
in June, the wheels are now in motion 
to facilitate a Texas A&M Central Texas 
branch on the Hutto campus.

“It’s really always been an expecta-
tion that with the development of the 
higher education center in Hutto and 
the development of Texas A&M Central 
Texas ... we would [collaborate],” said 
Mark Nigliazzo, president of Texas A&M 
University Central Texas. “We’re in the 
process right now of working with [Texas 
State Technical College] Waco in trying to 
...  make this absolutely official in terms of 

our relationship with EWCHEC.”
EWCHEC is already home to Texas 

State Technical College and Temple Col-
lege, which offer classes, technical certifi-
cations and associate degrees in a variety 
of subjects, including welding, culinary 
arts, criminal justice and more. The addi-
tion of Texas A&M Central Texas will 
introduce bachelor’s degrees to the center, 
with the possibility of MBA programs in 
the future.

Texas A&M Central Texas is an upper-
level junior/senior graduate-level univer-
sity. Students who begin their studies at 
community colleges can transfer to finish 
their bachelor’s degrees in two years.

“[We are] offering those students an 
opportunity to move to the baccalaureate 
level,” Nigliazzo said. “We are going to 
work very hard … to try to make this as 
smooth as possible and not duplicate what 
the two-year colleges are offering.”

Texas A&M Central Texas continues 
to gauge interest in what programs and 
degrees to offer. From the information it 
has gathered, the college decided its first 
area of study will be a school of business.

“Our plan is to begin offering courses 
in management, beginning in the spring, 

and then by fall 2014, to begin to offer 
courses in a school of education,” Nigli-
azzo said. “[We could add] colleges of arts 
and sciences as we begin to see what the 
need is.”

Daniel Spencer, EWCHEC’s associate 
vice president for academic outreach and 
extension programs, said he has already 
seen interest in Texas A&M’s business 
programs from high school and junior 
college–level students.

“I believe that what Texas A&M will 
be offering, focusing primarily on these 

first business classes, will be an excel-
lent addition … to what Temple College 
offers at the associate degree level,”  
Spencer said. 

hIghER EDuCATION
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Construction on the East Williamson County Higher Education Center finished in July, and classes started 
in August. Students take classes through Texas State Technical College and Temple College and will soon 
be able to take courses through Texas A&M University Central Texas pending final negotiations.

CALL & SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT!!!CCCCACCAAAAACCAC LLLL & SCHEDULE Y

7901 Cameron Rd Bldg #3 Suite 105, Austin, TX 78754
512.617.4142 • www.txwlc.com

Medical Consultation
1 Month Prescription for 

Appetite suppressant
Blood Work – TSH, CMP

4 – B12 Injections
Diet Menu

ONLY FOR $75!!!

At Our Medical Clinic! Lose an 
Average of 10-14 LBS a Month!

Mention this AD for a FREE 
LIPODEN (Fat Burner) 

Injection on your Initial visit! Antique Boutique/Consignment
Seasonal Decorations • Gifts

Accessories • Jewelry
Seating • Tables

The Summer House
Hutto, Texas

Grand Opening     10% discount through Dec. 31

202 E Hwy 79 • Hutto, TX • 512-846-1568 • www.thesummerhousehutto.com
Hours: M-Sat 10-6 • Closed Sunday 

66 1 65688 hhh hhh hhh

celebration
CHURCH

JOIN US FOR OUR NEW SERIES CALLED LIGHTS!

Westinghouse Campus
9:00am, 10:45am, 12:30pm • En Español 12:30pm

Anderson Mill Campus
10:45am

D E C E M B E R  2 4 T H
Westinghouse Campus

1:00pm, 3:00pm, 5:00pm
Anderson Mill Campus

11:00am

C A N D L E L I G H T  C H R I S T M A S  S E R V I C E S

@txcelebration @txcelebrationcelebrationchurchtx

512.763.3000 • celebrationchurchtx.com
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From seasonal thrills
to post-Christmas bills.
Holiday LoansSM as low as 6.49APR

%

velocitycu.com
Offer expires 1/31/14.

11-14-2013 Ad.indd   1 11/14/2013   3:06:34 PM

see more beauty

Board-Certified 
Ophthalmologists 
Specializing in:

Cataracts 
Dry eyes
Glaucoma

Blade-Free LASIK & PRK
Diabetic Eye Exams

Oculoplastic Consultations

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE INCLUDING: 
MEDICARE • BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD

UNITED HEALTHCARE • SCOTT & WHITE  
AETNA • HUMANA • CIGNA • TRICARE

512.927.2020

Vincent Restivo, M.D.
Todd R. Shepler, M.D. 

Peter Wollan, M.D.

12171 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 201 • Cedar Park, TX
Near FM 1431 & Parmer Lane

Serving Cedar Park and surrounding areas since 2005

w w w . h i l l c o u n t r y e y e c e n t e r . c o m

NOW OFFERING LASER CATARACT SURGERY!

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/HillCountryEyeCenter

Now offering Laser Cataract Removal 
the latest in Cataract Removal!

WHY TRAVEL TO AUSTIN? 
HAVE YOUR SURGERY 

IN CEDAR PARK!

1001 Sam Bass Rd. Suite 600, Round Rock, TX » 512-248-9000

WOMEN’S UPSCALE DESIGNER CONSIGNMENT 
including business formal casual and jeans 

COLLECTIBLE GIFT area with over 30 local artist 
items, including jewelry, purses and clothing

Huge VINTAGE COLLECTION including clothing, 
coats, hats and jewelry

Consignment Accepted Daily   No appointment necessary

Now open with over 20 years 
of experience

15301 I-35, Ste. D-1, Pfl ugerville, TX 78660 • 512-252-2844

Cell: 713-261-3093 • jlcabinetandgranite@gmail.com

www.jlcabinetandgranite.com

FREE ESTIMATE • FREE DESIGN • SATISFACTION GUARANTEE • WHOLESALE PRICE

I-
35

           Grand Ave. Pkwy.
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Winter Special

20% OFF 
all wood cabinets!

All wood cabinet for 10' ×10' 
kitchen starting at 

$1699

Up 
to 

Granite counter top starting at 

$18.99 per sq.ft. 
includes installation
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Pflugerville ISD prepares to realign 
boundaries for 2014–15 school year
By Korri Kezar 

Pflugerville ISD is undergoing efforts 
to realign enrollment zones at Highland 
Park, Murchison and Rowe Lane elemen-
tary schools as the district prepares to 
open its 20th elementary campus.

Elementary School 20, which is under 
construction, is slated to open in fall 
2014. Its location, south of Gattis School 
Road and west of Priem Lane, will help 
ease capacity concerns at the other three 
elementary schools as the district’s area 
north of SH 45 and west of SH 130 contin-
ues to grow.

“It’s an opportunity to ease that area,” 
PISD Deputy Superintendent Troy Galow 
said. “All indicators are that growth is 
going to continue to the north and the 
east of our district. 
It’s definitely a hot 
spot for us.”

The new school 
will have an overall 
capacity of 850 stu-
dents, but admin-
istrators expect 
an enrollment of 
around 570 when ES 
20 opens. The popu-
lation will include 
approximately 115 
students from High-
land Park Elementary School, 290 from 
Murchison Elementary School and 165 
from Rowe Lane Elementary School.

One concern officials are hearing on 
redistricting is the proposal does not 
give enough relief to Rowe Lane Elemen-
tary School, which currently serves 891 
students. Galow said ES 20 does not plan 
to take more students from the school 
because the area around Rowe Lane, as 
well as nearby areas such as those zoned 
for Riojas Elementary School, are still 
growing and may need an additional 
elementary campus in the future. 

“We feel confident [ES 20] is going to 

SChOOl DISTRICTS

handle the growth north and west of [SH 
130] for the foreseeable future,” he said. 
“However, the area between Rowe Lane 
and Riojas [Elementary School] is our 
best guess for the next area that’s going 
to need relief. Based on our projections, 
Rowe Lane will fill up again.”

If a new school is built near Rowe 
Lane and Riojas elementary schools, the 
district will have to look at redistricting 
again, creating the possibility of sending 
students back to campuses they had been 
zoned out of with the creation of ES 20.

“What we’re trying to do is establish 
some attendance zones that will be usable 
over time so that we can get students into 
a home school and they don’t have to be 
moved more than necessary,” Galow said. 

“With growth comes 
shifts in zones. 
During this growth 
process, we have to 
manage our zones to 
maximize building 
utilization.”

Many of the new 
students at ES 20 
will continue to 
receive busing to 
school, Galow said. 
The district, which 
already runs buses 

through the new elementary school’s 
attendance zone, will stagger bus pick-up 
and drop-off times to accommodate tak-
ing students to the additional campus. 

The district held informational meet-
ings and gathered feedback from affected 
families during presentations at Highland 
Park Elementary School on Oct. 24, Mur-
chison Elementary School on Oct. 28 and 
Rowe Lane Elementary School on Oct. 29.

Jessica Rotz, whose son is a first-grader 
at Rowe Lane Elementary School, said 
she was initially concerned the proposed 
redistricting would not give enough relief 
to the school, but her concerns were eased 

after hearing the district’s presentation.
“We are definitely looking for relief in 

terms of capacity [at Rowe Lane], so we wel-
come [the redistricting],” she said. “I was 
glad to see … plans to try and not impact 
some of the same kids more than once, in 
terms of moving them to [ES] 20 now, but 
as we grow, having to move them again.”

Galow said the district has also fielded 
concerns from parents wanting their stu-
dents to be put in elementary schools that 

feed into specific middle and high schools.
“We had a number of parents who want 

to be certain their student will go to high 
school A or high school B, and we can’t 
guarantee that,” he said. “Growth is com-
ing, and … what the future zones might 
look like, we don’t know.”

PISD staffers presented the redistricting 
plan to the Pflugerville board of trustees 
Nov. 21 and hope to receive final board 
approval in December. 

“What we’re trying to 
do is establish some 

attendance zones that 
will be usable over 

time, so ... [students] 
don’t have to be moved 
more than necessary.”

– troy galow, piSd deputy superintendent
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Resetting the lines

Proposed attendance lines for 
Elementary School 20 cross into 
previous boundaries for Rowe 
Lane, Murchison and Highland 
Park elementary schools.  Map not to scale

R
en

d
er

in
g 

co
ur

te
sy

 S
co

tt
y 

d
en

ne
y

Pflugerville ISD’s newest elementary school is expected to open in 2014 with approximately 570 students.

Priem Ln.

“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture 
resale store that is open to the public. 
Revenue from sales supports the food pantry 
and social service programs. Donations of 
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are 
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation: 
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER
AUSTIN'S BEST COIN 
& GOLD EXCHANGE

James Arnold, Owner • Cell: 512-585-7067 • Office: 512-255-6455
309 W. Main Street, Suite 116 • Round Rock, TX (Located one block behind Golden Chick)

AustinsBestCoinAndGold.com

WE BUY, SELL AND TRADE 
Gold, Si lver, Plat inum, Palladium

Entire Coin Collections • US Type Coins 
All Foreign Coins and Paper Money • 90% US Silver Coins
Gold and Silver Eagles • All US Gold Coins
Morgan and Peace Dollars • Graded US Coins
Unwanted Gold Jewelry • Sterling Silver Flatware

FREE 
APPRAISALS
with cash offer 
to buy

“We Pay More For Your Valuables”
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The Austin Diagnostic Clinic
ADC Round Rock:1499B Old Settlers Blvd.
ADC EasyCare: 2400 Cedar Bend Dr.
ADC Main: 12221 MoPac Expressway N.
My Health, My Doctor, My ADC

Don’t Let the 
Flu Stop You

For details visit ADClinic.com 
or call ADC’s Flu Hotline 

512-901-7117.

Scan this code to go to 
ADC’s Flu Shot schedule

Protect yourself and your family against the 
flu this winter. The Austin Diagnostic Clinic 
makes it easy with convenient hours to 
meet your busy schedule.  

 Walk into any ADC doctor’s office and 
ask for a flu shot (adults 18 and older)

 Or visit ADC EasyCare same-day, after 
hours or over the weekend. 

 Parents please 
consult your child’s 
pediatrician for 
flu immunization. 

Dedicated to treating patients 

with diabetes, thyroid-or other 

endocrine-disorders.

1464 E. Whitestone Blvd. Ste. 801 • Cedar Park 

512-765-7806  |  512-528-5328
www.capitalendocrine.com

Venkatesh Segu, MD, FACE, ECNU
NEW ENDOCRINOLOGIST IN CEDAR PARK!

www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

 I-35

Oakwood 
Blvd.Round 

Rock 
Hospital 620
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Round Rock Sports Center 
ready to kick off operations
First tournament scheduled for January

By JP Eichmiller 
In a span of just under 13 months, the Round Rock 

Sports Center project has gone from breaking ground to 
opening for business. 

On schedule and within budget, the $14.9 million, 
83,000-square-foot complex is expected to be user-
ready before Christmas and is already booked to host 
sports tournaments nearly every weekend through July 
2014. The sports center includes 1,276 permanent seats, 
with the additional capacity to host as many as 3,000 
spectators and athletes for special events. The venue’s 
50,000-square-foot floor space can also hold as many as 
six basketball or 12 volleyball courts at one time, and 
can be adapted to host numerous other sports including 
wrestling, gymnastics, martial arts and boxing. 

“We want to create the ultimate experience not only 
for the players, but also for the families,” General Ser-
vices Director Chad McDowell said. 

The city-owned and operated facility itself, however, 
is not expected to become a money generator for the 
city, McDowell said. It was built with the intention of 
supporting local businesses, restaurants and hotels by 
drawing youth sports tournaments—and the families 
athletes bring with them—to the city throughout the 
year. According to an economic impact study conducted 
for the city by consulting firm Sports Facility Advisory, 
the new sports center could infuse as much as $6 million 
annually into the city through visitor spending. 

“The [sports center’s] revenue is not really important—
it’s the economic impact for the city,” McDowell said. “If 
we can put heads in [hotel] beds, then I have done my job 
and I am happy.”

McDowell said the sports center expects to draw 
1,500–2,000 athletes, as well as their families, per week-
end once it becomes operational. The Round Rock Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau estimates the larger tourna-
ments—such as girls volleyball—could fill up as much as 
2,000 of the city’s approximately 2,500 hotel rooms. The 
new hotel demand would help fill an occupancy void the 
city’s hotel managers say occurs regularly during colder 
months when outdoor sports take a break. 

“Getting the [hotel] business from December to April 
is the main focus, because that is the time when this 
place is empty—the whole city gets pretty slow,” said 
Syed Ali, Holiday Inn Round Rock general manager.

DEvElOPMENT

The origin of the sports center project began approxi-
mately 10 years ago, when according to Round Rock 
Mayor Alan McGraw, the city’s leadership began contem-
plating new ways to draw added visitors to Round Rock. 
Realizing it would be difficult to compete with Austin 
to host conventions, the city’s leadership decided to 
focus on the niche market of youth sports tournaments 
instead, he said. 

“Youth sports is such a tourism draw [and] a natural 
complement that fits the identity and personality of 
Round Rock,” McGraw said. “Part of the practicality of it 
is that 80 percent of Texas’ population is within a three-
hour drive of here. … We just had to capitalize on it. But 
to capitalize on it, you have to build the facilities that 
people want to be a part of.”

The city began actively improving its sports facilities 
in 2008 when it funded $18.2 million worth of construc-
tion and renovations at 25 baseball, softball, soccer and 
football fields within the 570-acre Old Settlers Park. The 

Round Rock Convention and Visitors Bureau followed 
up the facility improvements with a “Sports Capital of 
Texas” marketing campaign designed to draw tourna-
ments to the park.

“Round Rock had never really had a tourism effort to 
speak of,” said Nancy Yawn, Round Rock Convention 
and Visitors Bureau director. “We really proved ourselves 
through ... effort and the success we were having there.”

In the wake of the development of Old Settlers Park, 
the city was able to push through a voter-approved hotel 
occupancy tax increase in November 2011 specifically 
designed to fund the new indoor sports center. Just over 
two years later, the building is nearly complete and ready 
to host its first tournament the weekend of Jan. 18–19.

“A lot of people are really envious of Round Rock right 
now,” said Yawn, who has spent much of the past year 
traveling to sports conventions and speaking with tour-
nament organizers. “We are going to import the compe-
tition. It is a perfect scenario.” 
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The new Round Rock Sports Center is expected to be open and ready for use prior to Christmas. The first tournament at the complex is scheduled for the weekend of Jan. 18–19. According to the Round Rock Convention and Visitors Bureau, the center has booked tournaments for nearly every weekend through July. 

Cost: $14.93 million
Total size: 83,000 square feetFloor space: 50,000 square feetCourt space: Six basketball or 12 volleyball courtsTotal land area: 23.65 acresFixed seating: 1,276

Maximum capacity: 3,000Total parking: 502 spaces
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Enlarging 
     My Heart

This holiday season, don’t let 
your heart be two sizes too small.

Series dates: 
Sat. DEC 7 - 
Sun. DEC 22 

1500 Royston Ln., Round Rock, TX  78664  |  512.990.5000 

SERVICE TIMES:   SAT @ 6PM & SUN 10:30AM

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
DEC. 24 @ 6PM 

Candle Lighting & 
Live Worship

 graceplaceaustin.com
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AUSTIN AQUARIUM GRAND OPENING!

HURRY! Last chance to save on annual passes.
Save 50% at www.austinaquarium.com or 

facebook.com/austinaquarium

13530 N Highway 183, Ste. 101  www.AustinAquarium.com  512-284-9240

‘Sea’ � ousands of Exotic Species!

Opens December 7, 2013

The Thinkery is an evolution of the Austin Children’s Museum, opening at Mueller. It’s Austin’s 

sparkling new home for “why” and “how.” A place where science and families play side by 

side. Where people connect with ideas by doing, making and experiencing. It’s a foundry for 

a new generation of innovators and creative problem solvers. And it’s a heck of a good time.

Curious? Great! For more visit thinkeryaustin.org

Family MedicineFamily MedicineFamily Medicine

• Care of All Ages

• Urgent Illness/Injury

• Immunizations 

• Preventive Care

• Women’s Health

• Board Certified    

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112  •  Pflugerville

18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • Pflugerville
Call about our NEW extended hours!
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   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Business leaders share data and insight  
at chamber State of Education luncheon

By Kelli Weldon
Preparing students for college and 

career must continue to be the focus of 
Central Texas educators and business 
leaders, said Don Kendrick, the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce education 
chairman. 

At the chamber’s 2013 State of Educa-
tion luncheon Nov. 12, Kendrick said the 
region’s direct-to-college enrollment rate 
has been flat for five years.

“We know that it coincides with a 
global recession, rising tuition, uncertain 
college financial aid and direct-to-college 
rates that have dropped nationally and 
in Texas. … Holding our own may be a 
partial victory, but we have to do better,” 
he said. 

The chamber invests about $1.5 mil-
lion annually in efforts to increase the 
percentage of Central Texans with a post-
secondary degree, Kendrick said. 

In June, 57 percent of the Central Texas 
high school class of 2013 had submitted 
the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid, or FAFSA, representing a 100 percent 
improvement compared with 2008, he 
said. About 84 percent submitted an 

POlICy

Don Kendrick, the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce’s education chairman, speaks Nov. 12.
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STEM programs, new graduation requirements are highlighted 
ApplyTexas Texas Common College appli-
cation, up 49 percent from 2008, he said.

Nearly 40 percent of the 37,000 open 
jobs in Central Texas are in information 
technology, health care and management, 
Kendrick said.

Gregg Lowe, CEO of the Southwest 
Austin–based semiconductor producer 
Freescale, said corporations should work 
with schools to emphasize science, tech-
nology, engineering and math, or STEM.

“STEM is about opportunity,” he said. 
He noted many top-paying jobs are in 

STEM fields, and some CEOs of Fortune 
500 companies have engineering degrees.

Kendrick said 80 percent of the class of 
2013 in Central Texas schools completed 
chemistry, physics and algebra II classes. 

 New law brings changes
House Bill 5, signed into law in June, 

will cause many changes in Texas schools 
starting with the 2014–15 school year. 
Among them, a new graduation plan will 
replace existing graduation plans, and 
students will have to choose endorse-
ments, or areas of concentration, upon 
entering ninth grade.

Kendrick said the chamber supports 
algebra II being in graduation plans. 

In 2012, 80 percent of graduates com-
pleted the current default Recommended 
Plan, which required algebra II. 

Under HB 5, the only graduation plan 
that requires algebra II is the Distin-
guished Achievement designation applied 
to the new Foundation graduation plan. 
The Distinguished plan is similar to the 
Recommended Plan.

Kendrick said schools should also offer 
applied versions of traditional courses.

“House Bill 5 has provided different 
pathways, and we have to make sure that 
students have the academic counseling 
and advising necessary to pick wisely 
among the different endorsements and 
pathways,” Texas Higher Education 
Commissioner Raymund Paredes told 
attendees. “… We have to do a better job 
of counseling students about where the 
jobs are,” he said. 

1401 S IH 35  |  Round Rock, TX 78664
512-351-6524

/titleboxingclubrr  |  TITLEBoxingClub.com

B  O  X  I  N  G    C  L  U  B

part of the club
why join a gym when you can be

N. M
ays St.

Gattis School Rd.

35

 See club for details. Must present ad at time of enrollment.

free gloves
with membership

NEW LOCATION at Lakeline and 183

Check out our NEW personal Training Packages!
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“Your Family’s Ear, Nose 
and Throat Specialist”

The Office of Dr. Oscar A. Tamez, M.D.

Are You Or Your Children 
Suffering From...

• Snoring?                                                      

• Restless Sleep?                                                        

• Chronic Headaches?

• Nasal Congestion/Obstruction?

• Ringing in the ears (tinnitus)?

• Hearing Loss?

• Dizziness?

• Neck Pain?

• Failed Allergy Testing?

FirstTexasBank.net

Georgetown
900 S. Austin Ave.
512-863-2567

Georgetown
5321 Williams Dr.
512-869-8910

Pflugerville
1600 West Pecan
512-251-7889

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Rd.
512-259-2443

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Ave.
512-255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr.
512-246-6010

Sun City
480 Del Webb Blvd.
512-864-0379

Liberty Hill
721 Highway 183
512-778-5757

“At the Serving Center, we like having a community banking 
partner.  The bank staff  greets us by name and really gets to know 
our business to provide the greatest support.  We know that First 
Texas Bank is taking care of  our business needs.  First Texas Bank 
supports many community causes, and supports the Serving Center 
mission with food drives, fundraising events, Coats for Kids, and 

volunteerism.  
Thank you, First 

Texas Bank, for 
your community 
support!”

~ Lori Scott,
Executive Director
Round Rock Area 

Serving Center

Sandy Arnold (VP First Texas Bank), Lori Scott, 
Cynthia Flores and Rene Flores (VP First Texas Bank)

Why First Texas Bank?

DEDICATION TO OUR PATIENTS
7 locations to serve you

R o u n d  R o c k  |  N o r t h  A u s t i n  |  S o u t h  A u s t i n 
C e n t r a l  A u s t i n  |  H o r s e s h o e  B a y 

S a n  M a r c o s  |  L a  G r a n g e

w w w. n e u r o t e x a s . n e t  |  ( 5 1 2 )  4 7 4 - 1 1 1 4
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Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Let us get them before 
they drive you nuts!

Animal Control

15% 
OFF
Limited Time Offer

We also specialize in Attic cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Live An

rrels •

2.363

We also
Dis

Repair
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HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

HOME FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS - 

WITHOUT CRITTERS!

New Hutto YMCA facility to open in January
By Korri Kezar 

Slated for a Jan. 2 opening date, the new Hutto 
Family YMCA building is approaching completion.

When finished, the facility will include chil-
dren’s playscapes and gyms divided for use by age 
groups, a recreation center for teens, a lap pool, a 
fun pool with a slide, an aerobics room, a class-
room for spinning workouts, a large equipment 
room, a full gym, a locker room, a theater room 
with equipment for members to use while watching 
movies and an office for Seton Healthcare, which 
will operate a heated therapy pool on the premises.

The 35,000-square-foot building was made 

possible by $5 million in voter-approved bond 
funding and additional donations from the city of 
Hutto, the YMCA of Greater Williamson County 
and individuals. The YMCA of Greater William-
son County will also pay for the facility’s exercise 
equipment and operating costs.

“This all would not have been possible without 
Hutto’s great City Council and staff,” said Jeff 
Andresen YMCA of Greater Williamson County 
president and CEO. “The YMCA was a way to 
meet [the residents’] recreational needs.”

Since breaking ground March 8, the YMCA has 
added 150 charter members to its ranks and will 
continue offering charter memberships through 
the end of the year. Hutto YMCA Branch Manager 
Lisa Koen said interest has been high throughout 
the city.

“People have been calling in and stopping by,” 
Koen said. “[They] are very excited and … signing 
up or asking questions.”

The new YMCA will be a boost in quality of life 
for Hutto residents, Andresen said. The organiza-
tion already offers programs such as Friday Night 
Live for students. While other YMCAs in larger 
cities such as Round Rock and Cedar Park can 
bring in 200 participants for the event, Hutto’s gen-
erally hosts 400–600 at its current facility.

“Hutto’s population is going to explode,” Andre-
sen said. “YMCAs are for quality of life, and we 
wanted to give Hutto a way to serve its families.”

For families and individuals who cannot afford 
regular membership prices, the Y also offers free 
and reduced-price programs.

COMMuNITy
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Jeff Andresen, president and CEO of the YMCA of Greater Williamson County, (left) 
and Hutto YMCA Branch Manager Lisa Koen are preparing for the January opening.

The façade of the new YMCA building is nearly complete, with the final phases of 
construction continuing inside.

The new facility will include three pools: a lap pool, a fun pool and the Seton Health-
care heated therapy pool. 

It’s fun to build a YMCA

•	family 1 (one adult and children in the household): $58/month

•	family 2 (two adults and children in the household): $65/month

•	Adult membership: $40/month

•	Young adult membership (age 18 and older with valid, full-time college or 
technical school id): $25/month

•	Youth membership (ages 12–17): $15/month

•	Senior 1 (one adult age 62 or older): $25/month

•	Senior 2 (two adults age 62 or older): $35/month

corporate discounts and memberships are also available.

Membership prices

the friday night live 
program hosted at 
the YMcA serves 

400–600 
students.

the new YMcA 
will include

part-time and 
full-time staff.100 

At its current location, 
the Hutto YMcA has 

approximately  

600  
members.
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2200 Alliance Blvd., Hutto
512-846-2360	•	www.ymcagwc.org
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“YMCAs are for quality  
of life, and we wanted to 

give Hutto a way to serve 
its families.”

– Jeff Andresen, YMcA of greater Williamson county  
president and ceo

the new 
building will be 

square feet 
in size.35,000

Unique Toys at Great Prices

purchase of $30 or more10%10% OFFOFF
Limit one per customer. Expires 12/31/13

101-B Pecan Street W. Pfl ugerville, TX 78660
512-990-TOYS (8697) Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-7pm | Sun 12-6pm

www.Toy-Time.com facebook.com/toytimetx

COOL GIFTS! • GREAT TOYS!



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com20  nEws

Why Shop the Rock?
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Officials put a cap on cave situation
Discovery beneath RM 620 filled to protect Edwards Aquifer

By JP Eichmiller 
A cave formation discovered in South 

Williamson County during a road con-
struction project was filled and sealed 
off in late October after county and state 
officials determined leaving it intact could 
present an environmental hazard. 

On June 13 construction crews 
unearthed the entrance to the cave while 
excavating earth for a storm sewer drain 
adjacent to the ongoing RM 620 road wid-
ening project. Per state law, construction 
near the discovery immediately halted so 
that officials from Williamson County, 
the Texas Department of Transportation 
and the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality could assess the cave and 
devise a plan of what to do next. 

Following more than two months 

of geological and hydrological review, 
TxDOT submitted a recommendation 
to the TCEQ on Aug. 23 that the cave be 
filled in order to prevent future contami-
nation of the Edwards Aquifer—the vast 
underground natural well system that 
provides an estimated 1.7 million Texans 
with water. 

“Based on a review of the options 
presented by TxDOT, TCEQ agreed that 
filling the [cave] with concrete but leav-
ing the bottom porous and permeable 
with gravel/rocks was the safest and most 
protective option,” the TCEQ noted in an 
official statement. “Written approval was 
issued on Sept. 13, 2013, to TXDOT.”

Williamson County retains the services 
of Kemble White, senior project manager 
for SWCA Environmental Consultants, for 
analyzing the environmental impacts of 
its development projects. White said in the 
case of the cave found underneath RM 620, 
determining a plan of action came down to 
finding the “least bad solution.”

“There was no good option; there was 
not going to be a good outcome for that 
cave,” White said. “In our last meeting 
with the TCEQ, everybody was just kind 
of sick about it. It is a wonderful little 
thing that we found there.”

According to surveys conducted by 
White and a team of geologists and 

ENvIRONMENT

Williamson County officials for more 
than a decade. In 2008, after several 
years of working with the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, the county was granted 
approval for a federally mandated Habitat 
Conservation Plan. The HCP essentially 
allows the county to establish a series 
of preserves that include habitats for all 
known endangered species in the area. In 
exchange, the county is given the right to 
build over new habitats that are discov-
ered during road, utility, school or private 
development projects. 

The HCP is managed by the Williamson 
County Conservation Foundation and 
includes seven preserves encompassing 
more than 500 acres with dozens of caves 
and hundreds of aquifer recharge features. 

“We in effect have a preserve of caves … 
that we will maintain forever,” said Gary 
Boyd, director of environmental programs 

for Williamson County. “We’ve got enough 
habitat protected that no catastrophic 
event is going to deter the long-term pres-
ervation of the endangered species.” 

The HCP is funded through develop-
ment fees. In the case of RM 620, the 
county paid $540,000 into the plan for the 
right to avoid the federal review process—
which can often take months and result 
in millions of dollars in construction 
delays—when it discovered the cave. 

“The HCP provides for a ‘no surprises’ 
provision, meaning that if there is a 
cave that happens to be there … it can 
be assessed and closed per water regula-
tions,” Boyd said. “All they had to do … 
was contact TCEQ, determine what the 
most effective way to deal with the void so 
that the aquifer was not harmed and then 
proceed without having to take any more 
steps for endangered species.”

#4–Caps
two 18-inch thick concrete caps were installed 
to seal the trenches leading into the cave.

Sealing the cave
construction crews completed 
sealing the cave structure at the 
end of october. Road improvements 
over the site have since resumed. 

1

Sandbags
the cave’s aquifer drains were 
covered with sandbags for filtration.

concrete
the top portion of the cave was filled 
in with concrete to provide maximum 
support for the roadway above.

gravel
lower portions of the cave were 
filled with approximately 6 feet of 
porous gravel. this layer still allows 
water to flow through the cave.

caps
two 18-inch thick concrete caps 
were installed to seal the trenches 
leading into the cave.

1 3

2
4

2

3
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Underground dilemma

engineers representing the county, state 
and road project contractor, the cave’s 
dimensions measured 96 feet long by 64 
feet wide with ceilings of at least 10 feet in 
height. The cave’s interior was divided into 
multiple chambers and featured an abun-
dance of stalagmite and stalactite mineral 
formations formed over millions of years 
from groundwater draining through the 
cave’s ceiling, White said. 

Like most of western Williamson 
County, the cave resides in the Edwards 
Aquifer recharge zone, so any water—or 
contaminants—that run through it spill 
directly into the underground water 
supply. Because of the need to protect the 
aquifer, the question of how to manage 
the cave took on larger implications than 
simply maintaining the geological forma-
tions it contained, White said. According 
to state rules, once a construction project 
disturbs an aquifer recharge source, 
authorization from the TCEQ is required 
for “methods proposed to protect the 
sensitive feature and the Edwards Aquifer 
from potentially adverse impacts to the 
water quality.”

Over the course of examining the 
cave’s features and after several consul-
tations with project engineers, White’s 
team devised a series of options. The 
list included leaving the cave alone and 
rerouting the storm sewers, installing an 
at- or above-grade bridge system over the 
cave, rerouting the road around the cave, 
or filling and capping the cave. 

After examining the options, the 
county and TxDOT officials felt try-
ing to preserve or work around the cave 
presented a greater environmental threat 
than simply filling it with stone and seal-
ing it with concrete at its entrance. 

“When we opened up the entrance, it 
destroyed a bunch of [the structural] ele-
ments, and [construction] would continue 
to do so,” Williamson County Precinct 1 
Commissioner Lisa Birkman said. “If we 
tried to go around it … they would prob-
ably just hit more caves.”

Ultimately, White said, the county and 
state could find no way for the road and 
cave to coexist next to one another.

“The overall goal of the regulatory 
program is to protect the entire aquifer,” 
he said. “[By preserving the cave] you are 
talking about leaving a sensitive geologic 
feature that is basically a contaminant 
pathway down to the aquifer. Basically 
it would be sitting there waiting for an 
accident to happen—a tanker truck to flip 
over—it is basically a liability.”

The likelihood of encountering caves 
connected to the Edwards Aquifer and 
discovering areas that may include 
federally protected endangered species 
has been a concern for developers and 

officials with Williamson county, the texas department of transportation and the 
texas commission on environmental Quality worked together to determine a course 
of action regarding the cave beneath RM 620. the tceQ held the final authority and 
agreed that filling the cave was the best solution to protect the edwards Aquifer. 

“ ... There was not going 
to be a good outcome 

for that cave. ... Every-
body was just kind of 

sick about it. It is a 
wonderful little thing 
that we found there.”
– kemble White, senior project manager for 

SWcA environmental consultants

The 
cave discovered 
beneath RM 620 uncovered dozens of 
stalagmite and stalactite formations.
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EDuCATION

Growth in Austin-area housing 
market pushing enrollment

Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Lyndsey Taylor and Korri Kezar

Tweetings

hutto isd board of trustees
Meets second thursday at 7 p.m.
200 college St., Hutto
512-759-3771. www.hutto.txed.net

Pflugerville isd board of trustees
Meets third thursday at 7 p.m.
1401 W. pecan St., pflugerville
512-594-0000. www.pflugervilleisd.net

for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

for these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
impactnews.com.

TweetingsMeetings

round rock isd board of trustees
Meets third thursday at 7 p.m.
300 lake creek drive, Round Rock
512-464-5090. www.roundrockisd.org

austin Community College board of trustees
Meets first Monday at 6 p.m.
5930 Middle fiskville Road, Austin
512-223-7613. www.austincc.edu

ROUND  ROCk   ISD Claudio Cruz was selected for 
the Place 1 seat to replace trustee Brian Sellers, Round 
Rock ISD announced Nov. 12.

Cruz served on RRISD’s Citizen Bond Committee 
Finance Subcommittee in 2008. He also served on sev-
eral committees in Harlingen CISD, including as chair-
man for the district’s Education Improvement Council. 
Steve Flores, Round Rock ISD’s superintendent, also has 
previous experience in Harlingen CISD. Cruz is also a 
parent support specialist for Austin ISD.

The board selected Cruz after a round of interviews 
Nov. 11. Board Vice President Diane Cox said because 
the district is considering a potential May 2014 bond 
election, Cruz’s previous experience with serving on a 
citizen bond committee in 2008 in RRISD appealed to 
the board.

“I think he has really worked very well with 

[RRISD],” Cox said. “We’re 
in the process of develop-
ing a bond committee, so he 
brings that district knowl-
edge. He also worked on our 
bond oversight committee, 
which again has kind of 
prepared him for what we 
are going into for this next 
year. I think that is some of 
the things that rose to the 
top for us.”

Brian Sellers announced his resignation Oct. 11. He 
had served on the board since 2008 and also served as 
board secretary. Cruz took Sellers’ place when he was 
sworn into office at the Nov. 21 board meeting. His term 
will expire in November 2014.

hUTTO  ISD The district was recognized Nov. 12 
by the Austin Chamber of Commerce for having the 
highest college application rate among students in 
Central Texas.

Hutto High School’s class of 2013 had a  
100 percent application rate to colleges and institu-
tions of higher learning. This year’s graduating class is 
already at 97 percent.

“This is another example of how hard counselors 
are working to get our students post-secondary ready,” 
HISD Superintendent Doug Killian said. “What is most 
exciting is last year was our second time to achieve this 
milestone, and this year we are already approaching  
100 percent again.”

District names board of trustees replacement for Sellers

Seniors recognized for top 
college application numbers 

PFlUgERvIllE   ISD The surging Austin-area hous-
ing market is expected to have a significant effect on the 
amount of students PISD serves in the coming years, 
according to a study conducted for the district. 

Bob Templeton, founder of Templeton Demographics, 
presented the board of trustees with a district demo-
graphic report at the board’s Nov. 21 meeting. Templeton 
said the Austin area has seen a consistent upturn in new 
housing and home sales since 2010, which is likely to 
result in an immediate increase in enrollment and larger 
future enrollment occurring from child births. 

“Pflugerville [ISD] is ranked sixth in the Austin mar-
ket in terms of new home construction,” Templeton said. 
“There is going to be a huge surge by developers to get 
lots on the ground.

“It’s definitely the strongest amount of activity we have 
seen in the last 10 years.”

PISD staff and the board of trustees are conducting 
studies to determine if the district needs to call a bond 
election to fund construction of new schools and exist-
ing facility improvements. PISD plans to open its 20th 
elementary school in August 2014 to offset the popula-
tion growth in the district’s northeast quadrant. 

Claudio Cruz

PISD growth predictions
•	1,758 additional students with total 

enrollment of 25,217 within five years

•	4,057 additional students with total enrollment of 27,516 
within 10 years

•	five elementary schools over capacity by 2016

•	park crest Middle School is exceeding capacity and 
expected to reach 1,042 students by fall 2015

•	Hendrickson High School is expected to exceed 3,000 
students by fall 2016

Specializing in Health & Behavioral Services

1516 E. Palm Valley Blvd. Bldg A    Round Rock TX 78664     512-733-2800 
www.cactexas.com

Providing the Williamson County area 
with superior ABA services

Serving children ages 2-18 years old
Now o� ering in-home and center-based services

Call to schedule a tour today and learn more 
about our programs!
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From left: Chris Coy, Hutto High School assistant principal; College 
and Career Advisor Erica Blando; Principal Brandy Baker; Superin-
tendent Doug Killian; and guidance counselors Dana Bushong and 
Rhonda Warner were honored for HISD student college enrollment. 

hutto ISD senior progress

2012–13 
school year

2013–14 
school year

318 
seniors

311 
seniors

100% applied  
for college

97% have applied  
for college
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in Williamson County
halloween flood 

By the numbers

Proposition 1
•	three new fire stations and remodel-

ing of a fourth 
•	$16.5 million in funding
•	Received 76.78 percent voter approval

Proposition 2
•	city parks and trails improvements
•	$56.5 million in funding
•	Received 57.23 percent voter approval

Proposition 3
•	new main and branch libraries
•	$23.2 million in funding
•	Received 60.13 percent voter approval

Proposition 4
•	new police and fire departments 

training facility
•	$27.4 million in funding
•	Received 64.32 percent voter approval

CITy & COuNTy
Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar, Joe Olivieri and Audrey Spencer

Second Hutto hotel expected to open in 2014

Voters approve four city bond propositions

City finalizes new 
voting districts map

Cooper selected by 
Council to serve as 
new mayor pro tem

County assesses 
recent flood damagehUTTO A 72-room Hampton Inn and 

Suites is planned for construction on Ed 
Schmidt Boulevard in Hutto.

The proposed three-story, 
45,012-square-foot hotel will be Hutto’s 
second and is slated to be built just north 
of the city’s existing Holiday Inn Express.   
Will Guerin, Hutto director of Develop-
ment Services, said the city is offering the 
development company, Rudra Corp. Inc., 
a 50 percent deduction for most develop-
ment fees, with the exception of impact 
fees and certain minor fees.

Developer Birju Patel said construc-
tion is planned to start in 
January 2014 and should be 
completed within nine months, 
with a projected opening date of 
October 2014. While Rudra has 
owned the lot for the hotel since 
2008, the company just recently 
received the financing needed to 
move forward with construction.

“[Hampton Inn and Suites 
parent company] Hilton ... 
approached us, and we went 
from there,” Patel said. 

With development of the nearby Round 
Rock’s Indoor Sports Center as well as 
Old Settlers Park and Austin’s F1 Track, 
along with civic events put on by the city 
of Hutto, Guerin anticipates the new hotel 
will provide lodging for visitors in Hutto 
and surrounding communities.

“It gives visitors another quality lodg-
ing option, and we anticipate that it will 
generate more hotel occupancy tax for 
the city, which in turn may help with 
special events and other initiatives and 
activities geared towards tourism and 
overnight stays,” he said.

ROUND ROCk On Nov. 5, city voters 
approved all four bond propositions put 
before them by City Council. 

Totaling $123.6 million, the bond 
propositions are intended to maintain the 
city’s quality of life standards as its popu-
lation grows, according to city officials.

“Round Rock is a young, progressive 
community, and this is one of those 
things it needs to keep its edge,” Round 
Rock City Manager Steve Norwood said. 
“This is a great thing for Round Rock. A 
lot of these things aren’t glamorous. … 
These are just things we need to address 
with a growing community.”

According to estimates provided by 
the city, funding the bonds will increase 
the average city homeowner’s property 
taxes by $126–$132 annually, depending 
on when the bonds are issued and the 
interest rates at the time. In addition, the 
maintenance and operations costs of the 
projects could add approximately $96 in 
annual fees to homeowners’ tax bills. 

AUSTIN Austinites now have 10 new 
voting districts from which to elect 
their new City Council. 

The group charged with creating 
the new districts, the Independent 
Citizens Redistricting Commission, 
unanimously approved its final map 
Nov. 18.

Last November, voters approved 
Proposition 3, which changed how 
the city elects its City Council. 
Formerly, the six council members 
and mayor were elected at-large, or to 
represent the entire city.

Voters in each of the 10 districts 
will now elect a single council 
member to represent their district on 
City Council. The mayor still will be 
elected at-large.

The city auditor’s office helped form 
the ICRC in May.

PFlUgERvIllE 
City Council 
selected Wayne Coo-
per to be the city’s 
next mayor pro tem 
Nov. 12.

Cooper was 
nominated by for-
mer mayor pro tem 
Victor Gonzales and 
was voted to the position unanimously 
by the council. 

Cooper was first elected to City 
Council in 2007 and is serving his third 
term after being re-elected earlier this 
year. He previously served on the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission.

“I appreciated Victor nominating 
me,” Cooper said. “I hope to do my best 
in this capacity. It’s a bigger commit-
ment. … But I look forward to it.”

WIllIAmSON COUNTy The 
county’s Office of Emergency Manage-
ment released a preliminary disaster 
summary Nov. 20 outlining damages 
caused by the Oct. 30–31 floods.

According to a news release, at least 
19 homes were damaged or affected by 
the flood, and $1.1 million in uninsured 
losses have been reported.

Round Rock reported the most dam-
age, with three single-family homes 
reporting major damage, seven homes 
reporting minor damage and one busi-
ness reporting minor damages. One 
shelter was opened in the city, and more 
than $700,000 in damages to roads, 
culverts parks and other public facilities 
were reported.

Hutto reported more than $132,000 
in damages to bridges, water control 
facilities, buildings and parks and also 
opened one shelter during the disaster.

In unincorporated areas of the 
county, two single-family homes 
reported major damage and one 
reported minor damage. Two culverts 
and 11 roads were reported damaged as 
well, with all reports totaling more than 
$245,000, with some damages still to  
be determined.

Jarred Thomas, Williamson County 
Emergency Management Coordinator, 
said in a statement that damage reports 
are still being accepted.

“It is not too late to report your dam-
age or to request assistance,” he said. 

County Judge Dan Gattis signed a 
disaster declaration Nov. 6. The declara-
tion and other information on the flood 
or reporting damages can be found at 
www.wilco.org/oem.

Wayne Cooper

News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto, Austin and Williamson County

Tweetings

hutto City Council
Meets first and third thursday at 7 p.m.
401 W. front St.
512-759-4033. www.huttotx.gov

Pflugerville City Council
Meets second and fourth tuesday at 7 p.m.
100 e. Main St.
512-990-6101. www.cityofpflugerville.com 

for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

for these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
impactnews.com.

TweetingsMeetings

round rock City Council
Meets second and fourth thursday at 7 p.m.
216 e. Main St.
512-218-5401. www.roundrocktexas.gov 

Travis County Commissioners Court
Meets tuesdays at 9 a.m.
314 W. 11th St., Austin 
www.traviscounty.org 

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., georgetown 
512-943-1550. www.wilco.org

disaster 
declaration 

signed

Nov. 

6

15 roads and bridges damaged

8 inches of rain fell in parts of Wilco

To view the new Austin voting district map, 
visit www.austinredistricting.org/maps/
official-final-map.
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Holiday events
Dec. 6 
Christmas Family Night 
the event begins with the lighting of the Round Rock water tower and downtown 
area. Afterward, children can meet Santa claus and visit different areas for 
free games and activities, including cookie decorating and candlemaking. the 
event also includes live music, dancers, carriage rides and food for purchase. 
6:30 p.m. free. Round Rock Historic downtown on Mays, Main, Sheppard and 
lampasas streets. 512-218-5540. www.roundrocktexas.gov

Dec. 13 
Holidays at Heritage Park 
Activities include performances from choirs and dance groups, free cookies 
and hot chocolate, hayrides, arts and crafts, and photos with Santa claus.  
6–9 p.m. free. Heritage park, 901 old Austin-Hutto Road, pflugerville.  
512-990-6113. www.pflugervilletx.gov/holidaysatheritage 

Dec. 14 
Old Town Christmas Fair 
guests can peruse local vendors and stop at downtown shops to buy  
gifts, visit restaurants and food vendors, take photos with Santa clause and 
play in real snow. live entertainment is held every hour. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. free. 
downtown, east and farley streets, Hutto. 512-759-4029. www.visithutto.com

2013

Round Rock

PflugeRville

Hutto
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the italian-made rideable toy is a local best-seller and can 
support up to 450 pounds of pressure while promoting 
balance, coordination 
and exercise.

Rody Horse – 
$49.95 (various 
colors)

Available at:
Toy Time
101B W. Pecan St.
512-990-8697
www.toy-time.com

children can color their own candy bag with provided permanent 
markers. As an added gift, taffy can be included inside.

color a candy Bag – $29.95
taffy (variety of flavors) – $1.60 per quarter pound
Available at:
Candy Corner
101A East St.
512-759-1088
www.facebook.com/candycornerhutto

A variety of spa packages 
are available, including gift 
certificates for a manicure and/or 
pedicure.

Spa manicure – $30–$45

Spa pedicure – $37–$52
Available at:
The Studio
202 Farley St. 
512-642-6591
www.thestudiohtx.com

for the weekend player or the serious golfer, rounds of golf are 
available at any time during regular hours.

Anytime round of golf – $42 
(includes cart and warm-up range balls)

Available at:
Blackhawk Golf Club & Pro Shop
2714 Kelly Lane
512-251-9000
www.blackhawkgolf.com

Bar accessories gifts include 
a flask, bottle stopper and 
opener and glacier rocks, 
which can be frozen and 
used like ice cubes but will 
not water down a drink.

flag flask – $19.99
eagle bottle stopper 
– $19.99
glacier rocks – $14.99
turtle bottle opener – $11.99
Available at: 
Margo’s Liquor
409. W. Front St., Ste. 130
512-846-1595

retail guideand
Round Rock pflugerville hutto

Austin-based artist terri Johnson 
designs earrings, necklaces, 
bracelets and more using real 
gemstones. pieces are available 
in a range of prices.

violet crown creations 
jewelry – $15–$90
Available at: 
Adams Gifts & Home Décor
409 N. Mays St.
512-255-7500
www.roundrockgifts.com

For her 
gemstone glitz

For her 
a day of relaxation

Remind her of summer with a pair of locally designed, hand-
painted flip-flops.

Susan Mango flip-flops – $49.99 (flat shoes)  
or $59.95 (resort-style with heel)

Available at: 
Imaginations by Britta
301 W. Pecan St.
512-251-5329
www.imaginationsbybritta.moonfruit.com

For her 
Foot paradise

Board a drift boat with comfortable seating and platforms and 
fish for rainbow trout along the guadalupe River.

full-day trip for two* people – $400 
*includes food, drink, tackle and gear

Available at:
Living Waters Fly Fishing
309. W. Main St., Ste. 110
512-828-3474
www.livingwatersflyfishing.com

these best-sellers are not only soft, plush stuffed animals, but 
they also have pockets and secret hiding spaces for toys and 
treasures.

Stuffies – $32.99
(variety of animals)

Available at:
Kaleidoscope Toys
110 N. I-35, Ste. 375
512-388-5048
www.kstoy.com

For him 
cast and reel

For him 
Tee time

For him 
Drink companions

For the kids 
soft and cuddly

For the kids 
Ride a Rody

For the kids 
candy spree
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rescue nonprofit. the event includes a silent 
auction, a cash bar, appetizers and desserts, 
dancing, carolers, pictures with Santa claus 
and his pups and a raffle for an ipad Mini. 
6–9 p.m. $10 (children age 16 and younger at 
any time), $25 (adults in advance), $35 (adult 
at the door). the Ranch House at teravista, 
4307 teravista club drive, Round Rock.  
512-260-3602. www.texashumaneheroes.
org/winterwonderland

10 Birding at lake Travis
Join dan callaway with the travis 

Audubon Society and learn more about eight 
species of duck, gulls, grebes and coots 
that settle at lake pflugerville during winter. 
participants are asked to bring binoculars 
and dress appropriately for the weather.  
4–7 p.m. free. lake pflugerville north Shore 
pavilion, 18216 Weiss lane, pflugerville.  
512-990-6350. www.pflugervilletx.gov

12 ‘Christmas in the Barn’  
military dinner

the Healing our Heroes project invites 
veterans, retirees and active-duty military 
personnel for dinner, cocoa, apple cider, 
christmas caroling and gifts. 6–9 p.m. free. 
the green Red Barn, 901 old Austin-Hutto 
Road, pflugerville. 512-297-6342.  
www.hohproject.org

Worth the TRIP

13 through 15 and 20 through 22  
Children’s ‘Nutcracker’

Austin city Ballet dancers perform an 
original adaptation of the holiday story 
for the 13th year. the dance company 
primarily features ballet dancers ages 
8–18. 7:30 p.m. (fri. and Sat.), 2:30 p.m. 
(Sat. and Sun.). $25 (adults),  
$15 (children ages 3–12), free for young 
children sitting on adults’ laps. the 
dougherty Arts center, 1110 Barton 
Springs Road, Austin. 512-537-7045.  
www.austincityballet.org 

14 Parents Shopping Day
parents can finish their christmas 

shopping while staff members entertain their 
children with games, crafts, sports, movies 
and a snack. each child needs to bring a 
lunch and beverage. care is available for 
children ages 3–10, and all children must 
be potty-trained. Advanced registration is 
required. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. $12 (per child for 
members of the Brushy creek Municipal 
utility district), $15 (per child for city resident, 
nonmembers of BcMud), $25 (per child for 
nonresident, nonmembers). Brushy creek 
Municipal utility district community center, 
16318 great oaks drive, Round Rock.  
512-255-7871. www.bcmud.org

07 Walk Through Bethlehem
experience the christmas story 

through this family tradition. Marketplace 
shops include a bakery, mosaics, basket-
making, grain-grinding, pottery and more. 
9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. free. first united 
Methodist church Round Rock, 1004 n. 
Mays St., Round Rock. 512-255-3336.  
www.fumc-rr.org

07 Project graduation Christmas 
Arts and Crafts Show

Browse arts and crafts, holiday gifts, a silent 
auction and bake sale. proceeds benefit 
pflugerville High School’s project graduation, 
a program that provides a safe graduation 
night. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. $5, free (age 10 and 
younger). pflugerville High School cafeteria, 
1301 W. pecan St., pflugerville.  
512-423-6983. www.panthercelebration.com

07 holiday in the Park and  
Craft Fair

the event is presented by the Brushy 
creek Municipal utility district and includes 
shopping, live performances, pictures with 
Santa claus and Rudolph, crafts, face 
painting, a trackless train, a petting zoo, a 
bounce house and more. 2–5 p.m. free. cat 
Hollow park, 2600 o’connor drive, Round 
Rock. 512-255-7871. www.bcmud.org

07 Entrepreneurial Mom’s  
Night Out

Join area mothers for a night of networking 
and making friends hosted by Babyearth. 
vendors including Stella & dot, Scentsy, 
White loft and more have booths for 
browsing and shopping. 7–9 p.m. free. 
Babyearth, 106 e. old Settlers Blvd.,  
Round Rock. 512-600-7050.  
www.entrepreneurialmomsrr.eventbrite.com 

07 through 08  
Fossil Fest

the paleontological Society of Austin 
presents a guest speaker, mini-
workshops, displays, question-and-
answer sessions with fossil experts, 
shopping and prizes. this year’s show 
spotlights texas dinosaurs. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
(both days). $3 (adults), $2 (students), 
free (children age 6 and younger), tickets 
valid both days. old Settlers Association 
Headquarters, 3300 e. palm valley Blvd., 
Round Rock. www.austinpaleo.org/fest

07 through 08  
A Christmas Journey

the drive-thru luminary includes live scenes 
depicting the birth of christ. 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
(both nights). free. immanuel lutheran 
church, 500 immanuel Road, pflugerville. 
512-251-4494. www.ilcpville.org

08 Winter Wonderland
the sixth annual event helps raise 

money for texas Humane Heroes, a pet 

december

06 through 31   
Rock’N lights holiday light 

Tour and Christmas Towne 
the drive-thru light show features  
2 million lights with new displays and a 
longer light tunnel. After driving through the 
display, visit christmas towne, an out-of-car 
experience featuring historic holiday displays, 
holiday food, a miniature train, a petting zoo, 
pony rides, holiday entertainment and more. 
6–9 p.m. (Rock’n lights, dec. 6–19, Sun.–
thu. and dec. 25–31), 6–10 p.m. (Rock’n 
lights, dec. 6–19 fri.–Sat. and dec. 20–24), 
6–10:30 p.m. (christmas towne, dec. 7,13, 
14, 20, 21), 6–9:30 p.m. (christmas towne, 
dec. 27–28). $15 (family vehicles), $45 
(commercial shuttle bus), $50 (limos), $75 
(commercial bus). old Settlers park, 3300 e. 
palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
512-218-5540.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/rocknlights

06 through 22   
‘It’s a Wonderful life’: a live 

radio show
Join penfold theatre for its third annual 
performance at the Rock’n lights Holiday 
light tour and christmas towne. the 
show takes audiences back to 1946 as 
the kpnf radio station staff prepares for 
a live broadcasting of “it’s a Wonderful 
life.” 7 p.m. (thu.–fri.), 3 p.m. and 7 
p.m. (Sat–Sun.). $25 (adults after opening 
night), $23 (students and seniors age 60 
and older). Rice’s crossing Store inside 
christmas towne, old Settlers park, 3300 
e. palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
512-850-4849. www.penfoldtheatre.org

06 through 28  ‘Mrs. Bob Cratchit’s 
Wild Christmas Binge’

this musical parody of ‘A christmas carol’ 
paints Bob cratchit’s wife as a stressed-out, 
modern-day woman longing to escape from 
1840s london. 8 p.m. (thu.–Sat.),  
2 p.m. (Sun). $20 (opening night), $18 
(adults), $15 (students). Sam Bass theatre, 
600 lee St., Round Rock. 512-244-0440. 
www.sambasstheatre.org

07 Breakfast with Santa and 
holiday shopping

Have a pancake breakfast, take pictures with 
Santa claus and browse more than  
30 crafters and vendors. children can 
experience crafts and a kids’ corner with 
games and activities. proceeds benefit 
Hendrickson High School’s senior celebration 
night. 8–11 a.m. (breakfast, pictures with 
Santa, children’s crafts), 8 a.m.–1 p.m. 
(shopping and kids’ corner). $10 (preorder for 
breakfast), $12 (breakfast cost at the door), 
free admission to shopping. Hendrickson High 
School cafeteria, 2905 fM 685, pflugerville. 
hendricksonseniorcelebration@gmail.com

CAlENDAR

14 St. Elizabeth  Breakfast  
with Santa

eat breakfast and visit a craft and gift corner 
for last-minute shopping, games for children 
and pictures with Santa claus hosted by St. 
elizabeth catholic church. 8:30 a.m.–noon. 
free. St. elizabeth catholic church, 1520 n. 
Railroad Ave., pflugerville. 512-251-9838. 
www.stelizabethpf.org

14 hutto Parks and Recreation 
Department’s Breakfast  

with Santa
children up to 12 years old can eat a 
breakfast of Mcdonald’s pancakes and 
sausage in pajamas with Santa claus. Space 
is limited to the first 50 registered children.  
8:30 a.m. $5 (adults), $10 (children). old 
Hutto Middle School, 200 college St., Hutto. 
512-759-4000. www.huttotx.gov/pard

14 Old Town holiday Stroll and 
Sidewalk Sale 

Browse christmas gifts, visit food 
vendors and experience roaming carolers 
and live music. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. free. 
pecan Street, downtown pflugerville. 
512-990-8697. www.pfdowntown.com
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Church Tour at Christmastime
this self-guided tour takes 
participants through 10 area 

churches with a brief history and facts 
provided at each location. A tour guide is 
on hand at each location to present more 
information. Half of the proceeds benefit the 
pflugerville pastors’ fund. 12:45–5 p.m. $10, 
free (children age 12 and younger). Heritage 
House Museum, 901 old Austin-Hutto Road, 
pflugerville. 512-431-1942.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov
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find more or submit Round Rock, 
pflugerville and Hutto events at  
www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.

to have Round Rock, pflugerville and 
Hutto events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted by 
the second friday of the month prior 
to the month they take place.

14 Christmas Dreams and  
Snowy Things

the Round Rock YMcA sponsors the 
event, which includes rides, games, prizes, 
caroling and live music, interactive craft 
booths, paintball, a zipline, concessions 
and appearances by Santa claus, as well as 
winter activities such as sledding in actual 
snow. toys are also accepted for Blue Santa. 
9 a.m.–8 p.m. free. Boles family Sports 
complex, 107 e. old Bowman Road, Round 
Rock. 512-246-9622. www.ymcagwc.org

14 Downtown Christmas Parade
Businesses, community, youth and 

religious groups are invited to participate in 
the annual christmas parade. community 
members can also watch as floats make their 
way from park crest Middle School down 
Railroad Avenue to downtown pflugerville. 
4:30–5:30 p.m. (floats line up), 5:30 p.m. 
(parade starts). free. park crest Middle 
School, 1500 n. Railroad Ave., pflugerville. 
www.kofc10373.org

14 through 15  
 ‘’Twas the Night Before 

Christmas’ ballet
local charity Bluebonnet Ballet is 
showcasing more than 70 local children in 
its winter spectacular. the ballet is set to the 
clement c. Moore poem, “’twas the night 
Before christmas.” 6:30–8:30 p.m. (dec. 14), 
2–4 p.m. (dec. 15). $15. Hendrickson High 
School performing Arts center, 2905  
fM 685, pflugerville. 512-670-9959.  
www.bluebonnetballet.org

15 Drive a Senior Christmas 
Choral Concert 

Hear holiday music and the “Hallelujah” 
chorus performed by singers from several 
choirs and organizations. donations 
benefit drive a Senior, a nonprofit 
providing free transportation services 
for the elderly in pflugerville and Round 
Rock. 7 p.m. free. St. John vianney 
catholic church, 3201 Sunrise Road, 
Round Rock. 512-310-1060.  
www.fiasenioraccess.org 

16 St. Stephen’s Episcopal School 
admissions open house

Join admission representatives and parents 
of current students for a presentation 
and conversation about the opportunities 
available at St. Stephen’s episcopal School, 
a boarding school for eighth- through 12th 
grade students. 6:30–8 p.m. free. Austin 
Marriott north, 2600 la frontera Blvd., 
Round Rock. 512-327-1213.  
www.sstx.org/admission

20 Round Rock Symphony 
holiday Celebration

the event includes performances of festive 
seasonal favorites in collaboration with the 
Round Rock community choir and Round 

Rock children’s choir. 7–8:30 p.m.  
$10 (student), $25 (general). Round Rock iSd 
performing Arts center, 5800 Mcneil drive, 
Austin. www.roundrocksymphony.org

31 ‘Radio Sam Bass Community 
Theatre’

enjoy an evening of old-time radio and 
comedy. 8 p.m. $18. Sam Bass theatre,  
600 lee St., Round Rock. 512-244-0440.  
www.sambasstheatre.org

Worth the TRIP

31 Austin’s New year 
the annual city-sponsored 

event is family-friendly and alcohol-free. 
the new Year’s celebration features 
Austin’s creative community with art, 
films and live music. A variety of cultural 
and aerial dance performances are also 
featured. the celebration concludes 
with a fireworks finale. 5–10 p.m. free. 
Auditorium Shores, 800 W. Riverside 
drive, Austin. 512-974-7700.  
www.austintexas.gov/any

January

01 Pfreeze Pflop
Brave the unheated waters of 

Scott Mentzer pool to bring in the new year. 
canned good donations are accepted for 
local food banks. 10 a.m. free with canned 
good donation. Scott Mentzer pool, 901 old 
Austin-Hutto Road, pflugerville.  
512-990-6350. www.pflugervilletx.gov

10 Chips and Stix Casino Night
enjoy a night of games to benefit 

Round Rock dragon lacrosse. play casino-
style games, eat at the fajita bar, earn a 
chance to win door prizes and giveaways, or 
bid on items in the silent auction. tickets are 
limited and sold on a first-come, first-served 
basis. this is an adults-only event. 7–11 p.m. 
$50. fern Bluff community center, 7320 
Wyoming Springs drive, Round Rock.  
512-568-5875. www.roundrocklacrosse.com

Sponsored by

online calendar
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WellMed at Pflugerville 
1501 Pecan Street West, Suite 102 
Pflugerville, Texas 78660

WellMed at Round Rock 
511 Oakwood Blvd, Ste 103 
Round Rock, TX 78681

WellMed at Georgetown 
103 Thousand Oaks Blvd 
Georgetown, TX 78628 

 

We’ve always known that to deliver the best healthcare possible, 
we need convenient locations. That’s why we’re constantly  
adding WellMed clinics in the communities we serve. 

When you walk through our doors, you’ll feel the WellMed difference. From our 
doctors and nurses to our assistants and technicians, we all have the same focus: to 
give you absolutely the best and most attentive healthcare. We treat every patient  
as a friend or family member, offering a long list of services and conveniences that 
you won’t find anywhere else.

For over 20 years, WellMed has been known as an innovative leader in senior 
healthcare services. And during that time, we have welcomed tens of thousands  
of patients into our WellMed family. Now, we are inviting you to join our family  
by giving us a call at 855-790-2064.

855-790-2064
wellmedmedicalgroup.com

PRT-F/L–TJ072913

We want to be your 
neighborhood senior 
healthcare center.

7 medical locations to  
serve you in the austin area11—
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Round Rock’s newest h-E-B

RECENT hIghlIghTS

San Antonio–based grocery retailer H-e-B opened its 
fifth Round Rock location oct. 25 at 250 university Blvd., 
within the university commons shopping center. the new, 
125,000-square-foot store is open seven days per week and 
offers special features such as its café on the Run featuring 
made-to-order sandwiches and pizzas, a selection of texas 
craft beers on tap and a cooking connection station with live 
cooking demonstrations. the store also offers full-service meat, 
seafood, deli and floral departments; a bakery; a pharmacy; 
and more. there is also a fueling and car wash station located 
in the store’s parking lot. 

the new store is meant to serve the rapidly developing 
northeast Round Rock corridor, which includes the teravista 
subdivision, the Round Rock premium outlets, two hospitals 
and three higher education campuses. 
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1  H-e-B opened its new Round Rock store oct. 25.

2  the store includes a cheese shop with more than 300 
varieties of cheese from throughout the world. 

3  A selection of muffins is prepared in-store daily.

4  Six texas-based craft beers are available on tap to buy  
by the glass as well as in 32-ounce and 64-ounce growlers. 

5  the cooking connection station offers demonstrations  
on preparing meals with store-bought ingredients.

6  the store’s fresh-squeezed juices include (from front) 
orange juice, lemonade and strawberry lemonade. 

7  the new H-e-B’s bakery offers a variety of cakes, pies and 
pastries prepared daily and made to order. 

8  A mobile device department offers services for most major 
carriers as well as phones and accessories for sale. 

9  H-e-B’s café on the Run section allows customers to 
purchase made-to-order custom sandwiches and pizzas. 

10  At least eight artesian breads—including (from left) german 
mishbrot rye and ciabatta—are prepared in-house daily. 

11  the store also offers outdoor home items including potted 
plants, decor, gardening soils and ceramics. 
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250 university Blvd.
512-864-8000
www.heb.com
Hours: Sun.–Sat. 6 a.m.–1 a.m. university Blvd.
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Round Rock h-E-B
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4105 Teravista Club Dr.
Round Rock, TX 78665

512-310-3700

Private Rooms with Kitchenettes, 
Private Bath and Shower

Complementary Salon services

Restaurant Style Dining

Wi-Fi in all rooms

Library/cafe

IV Therapy

Wound Care

Enhanced Clinical

24/7 RN coverage

Respiratory Therapy

Pulmonary Recovery 

5 day a week Physician/NP 
coverage

Heart Failure/Cardiac Recovery

Nutrition Support Services

Inpatient and Outpatient Therapy

Registered Dietician

Comprehensive inpatient transitional care designed for 
medically complex patient in a home-like environment.

 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact our vein center 
to arrange a one-on one 

consultation with our Board 
Certifi ed Vein Specialist.

Modern Laser Treatments | Sclerotherapy with Asclera
Ultrasound Therapies

www.AustinVaricoseVein.com

Joel G. Gotvald, MD, FACS, RPVI
512.339.9100
Plaza North Building
12319 N. Mopac Expressway Suite 250
Austin, Texas 78758

Any watch, 
any battery is 

$5.00Watch and Clock Services

NOW 
OPEN!

10526 W. Parmer Lane #411
Austin, TX 78717
512-258-5706

Tuesday-Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday and Monday: Closed

FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL REPAIRS

austincc.edu

Spring classes start

January 13.

Register
NOW!

Austin Community College
“Register Now!”
Community Impact - Austin
4.9167x2.94, CMYK
Dec. 2013

12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989
www.capitalcityor tho.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 
& TOTAL JOINT REPLACEMENT
Offering comprehensive joint, bone, and muscle care including:

• Primary and complex revision joint replacement of  hip, knee and shoulder
• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Surgical and nonsurgical fracture care
• Evaluation and treatment of  joint pain in the hip, knee, and shoulder
• Alternative and complementary treatments for painful arthritis

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.
Specialty Trained 

in Joint Replacement
Board Certified in 

Orthopaedic Surgery
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BurnTables

BurnTables founders Kyle Riggen (left) and Matt Kool produce computer numerical control, or CNC, tables.
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BurnTables
Hutto company works on the cutting edge

T hree years ago, Matt Kool and 
Kyle Riggen realized the need for 
a precision cutting and engraving 

tool that could be used by both industrial 
businesses and hobbyists alike. The duo 
founded BurnTables, a computer numer-
ical control, or CNC, table manufactur-
ing company.

Annually, BurnTables builds and ships 
approximately 200 CNC 
tables throughout the 
world. Prices for the 
company’s most basic 
table start at $6,800. The 
tables allow an operator 
to upload a design via 
a software system and 
engrave or cut the design into metal, plas-
tics or wood. CFAN, a San Marcos–based 
jet engine fan blade manufacturer, uses 
the tables to cut out its blades.

“You take an image—a drawing, a 
file—and the table will cut it out for 
you,” Kool said. “The drawing can be cut 
using plasma, water jet, [a] router or [an] 
engraver depending on the tool selected. 
Think of it as a printer for metal.”

While half of BurnTables’ annual sales 
are drawn from equipment manufactur-
ers such as CFAN, the other half are from 
operators who use the tables for hobbies 
such as cutting and engraving orna-
ments. Kool said BurnTables’ products 
are more durable and less expensive than 
competitors’, making them a better value 
for hobby users. 

At least 60 percent of table buyers are 
also looking to open a business or use the 
table to create and sell products to supple-
ment their income, Riggen said. 

“We have customers that use our 
[tables] to start their own businesses, 
from off-road racing shops that cut 
custom parts for their race cars to art-
ists creating pieces of metal art for wall 

hangings and yard art,” 
Riggen said. “We also 
have customers that 
purchase our tables just 
for their hobby. We have 
one customer using the 
machine to create chili 
pepper cookers he gives 

to family and friends.”
The company’s CNC tables come with  

a variety of options, including horizon-
tal or vertical setups. Vertical tables can 
take up less space, making them ideal for 
operators who store them in garages  
or workshops.

Buyers can also choose add-ons such 
as engraver attachments, which allow an 
operator to cut numbers or letters into 
a surface, and tube cutter attachments, 
which can cut circular patterns.

Kool said the business is growing, and 
he and Riggen plan to continue accom-
modating the increased demand for 
BurnTables’ products.

“Growth is accommodated by reinvest-
ing in technology and adding additional 
people,” Kool said.

BuSINESS

524 tradesmen’s park drive, Hutto
512-843-2621
www.burntables.com

By Korri Kezar

The BurnTables logo is just one example of the 
type of metal cutting CNC tables can produce.

A plasma torch attachment allows for precise cut-
ting through metal.

Buyers can buy router attachments for engraving 
designs into wood.

BurnTables also creates tables that use pressurized 
water to finely cut metal.

“you take an image—
a drawing—a file, and 
the table will cut it 
out for you.” 
–Matt kool, co-founder Burntables
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1. For qualified borrowers. Interest accrues immediately. Limited time offer. Existing Amplify balances are excluded from this 
offer. All loan rates and terms based on creditworthiness and type of collateral. Must apply by 12/31/2013. 2. Existing Amplify 
balances are excluded from this offer. Check with an Amplify branch representative for details and to determine the rate for which 
you qualify. 3. Annual Percentage Rate. This credit union is Federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. 

APPLY NOW!
goamplify.com/90dayoffer

NO PAYmeNts for 90 Days!
1

32.14New, Used,  
and Refinance2  
auto rates as low as

2013Q4_auto_CIstrip.indd   1 10/30/13   4:21 PM
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1701 FM 685 | Pflugerville, TX 78660 

ShopGoodwill
ShopGoodwill

Texas State 
Technical College

J u lia n  o f  n o rw i c h

A  C O M M U N I T Y  T H AT  W E L C O M E S  A L L .  C O M E  G R O W  W I T H  U S !

SpECIAL AdvENT ANd CHRISTMAS SERvICES

dec. 14 5 p.m.  Christmas Caroling

dec. 22 9 & 11:30 a.m. Lessons and Carols

dec. 24 4 & 6 p.m. Christmas Eve services   

  Children’s pageant at 4 p.m.

dec. 25 10:30 a.m. Christmas Day service

An Episcopal Community

Children are always welcome. Care is available  

for ages 4 and under at all services.

St. Julian of Norwich Episcopal Church
7700 Cat Hollow Drive, Suite 204  |  Round Rock, TX 78681

512.284.7983  |  www.st juliansaustin.org/ impact

/St.JulianofNorwichAustin  |  @StJuliansAustin
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Piranha Records
Round Rock store feeds the 
need of vinyl enthusiasts

A fter working in a record store for several years 
and accumulating a large collection of his  
own CDs and records, Piranha Records owner  

John Aleman said opening his own store was a natural 
evolution.

The store, which opened in 2003, has grown from 
Aleman’s personal collection to offering a variety of 
CDs and vinyl records throughout several genres—
from the Beatles to Lady Gaga, as well as DVDs, VHS 
tapes, video games and related merchandise. Despite 
the growing competition of online downloads, Aleman 
has managed to stay in business for more than 10 years 
by offering a variety of products.

“You have to be diverse to stay in business,” Aleman 
said. “That’s with any market, you have to adapt.”

A Georgetown resident, Aleman said he found the 
perfect place for his store by watching the flow of 
vehicles on I-35.

“I didn’t want to drive any further into traffic. That’s 
literally how I came to the conclusion to stop right 
here,” he said.

Aleman said his attentiveness to his customers is 
what makes Piranha Records preferable to big-box 
stores that sell CDs and DVDs.

“What’s better is the more down-to-earth, person-to-
person [experience],” Aleman said. “I’m listening more 
to the person, and I don’t have a lot of [obstacles] to go 
through to get things done.”

By Korri Kezar

BuSINESS

1208 n. i-35, Ste. e, Round Rock
512-238-0418
www.piranharecords.wix.com/piranha-records
twitter: @piranhaRecords
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. noon–7 p.m.

Piranha Records 1  Piranha records buyers can browse a variety of CDs, including 
hard-to-find albums from local artists.

2  Owner John Aleman opened Piranha records in 2003 after years 
of working in record shops.

3  The store stocks music from several genres, such as rock, rap, 
R&B, pop and country.

4  Other items sold at Piranha records include a large selection of 
incense flavors.

5  The store also stocks and sells DVDs and VHS tapes.

6  The store’s large selection of vinyl records includes albums from 
Aleman’s personal collection built throughout the years.
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Serving Forest Creek and
surrounding areas for over 10 years.

Superior Medical Care for 
Adults, Babies and Children

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

SSSanSanSanSandddddradradradra EsEsEsp rparzaaza,za MDMDMD RamR on Esparza, MD
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Servii g FoFoorest CC ekek anddSServiing FFFFFFFFoFoForest CCrerereekek andd
“Let our family treat your family.”

RR

(512) 310-9700((( ))))
1750 Red Bud Lane

Round Rock, TX 78664Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

Specializing in Pediatrics
and Family Practice.

Pediatric Healthcare, Physicals, 
Women’s Healthcare, Immunizations 

and Urgent Illness

Flu Shots Available

Se habla espanol 403 W. ANDERSON AVE   •   ROUND ROCK, TEXAS 78664

Head to Heart o� ers Compassionate 
Christian marriage and individual counseling 
which restores hope and healing.

512.733.8000 or 
www.headtoheart.org

Christian Counseling Center

is the gift that keeps on giving.

and giving.... and giving.... and giving..... 

and giving.... and giving.... and giving..... 

and giving.... and giving.... and giving.....

Abuse
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Prices and offers good every day during Dec. while supplies last. No rain checks. Cash and credit cards accepted. 

100 Major Brand items on sale every day.
Tasting Every Friday & Saturday 6–9pm. DANY’S LIQUOR

2700 W. Pecan St., Ste 303
P� ugerville, TX 78660

512-251-7650
MON-SAT 10 AM - 9 PM

TEJAS LIQUOR #2
2113 Wells Branch Pkwy, 
Ste 700, Austin, TX 78728 

(Next to Raggedy Anne’s Bar and Papa Johns)

512-989-9437
MON-SAT 10 AM - 9 PM

www.danysl iquor.com

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD STORE!YOURPORTING YOUR NEIGHB

Wells Branch Pkwy.

MoPac
 Howard Ln.

SERVING PLFUGERVILLE, TX SINCE 1985

One visit to this store will be an EYE OPENER for you 
regarding selections, pricing and services we offer.

WHISKEY
JACK DANIELS BLACK
750ml/1.75L  $21.99/$39.99

CROWN ROYAL 
750ml/1.75L  $24.99/$51.99

JAMESON IRISH
750ml $24.99

TULLAMORE DEW
750 ml $22.99

GLENLIVET
12 YR 750ml with 50ML 15 YR & 18yr 
$42.99

CHIVAS REGAL
12 YR 750ml  $29.99

BLACK VELVET RESERVE
1.75L  $18.99

BLACK VELVET RESERVE/
TOASTED CARAMEL/
CINNAMON RUSH
750ml  $10.99

JIM BEAM WHITE
750ml/1.75L  $13.99/$23.99

TEQUILA
EL JIMADOR SILVER/
REPOSADO
750ml/1.75L  $16.99/$31.99

AVION SILVER
750ml  $29.99

OLMECA-ALTOS SILVER 
REPOSADO
750ml  $20.99

BLUE NECTAR SILVER/ 
REPOSADO/ANEJO
750ml  $22.99/$26.99/$30.99

1800 SILVER
750ml (or 2 of 375ml)  $22.99

1800 SILVER/REPOSADO
1.75L  $41.99

MAESTRO DOBEL  
2x 375ml  $32.99

VODKA
ABSOLUT REG
750ml  $17.99
GREY GOOSE REG
750ml  $27.99

SVEDKA REG
750ml/1.75L  $10.99/$18.99

DEEP EDDY REG/
GRAPEFRUIT
750ml/1.75L  $16.99/$27.99

RUSSIAN STANDARD
1.75L  $24.99

SKYY & SKYY FLAVORED
750ml/1.75L   $15.99/$24.99

UV REG/FIVR
750ML/1.75L   $10.99/$15.99

NEW AMSTERDAM VODKA
750ml/1.75L  $11.99/$18.99

AMERICAN HARVEST
750ml  $22.99

RUM/BRANDY/COGNAC/GIN
BACARDI SUPERIOR/GOLD
750ml/1.75L  $12.99/$20.99

SAILOR JERRY
1.75L  $24.99

PAUL MASON VS
750ml/1.75L  $8.99/$16.99

PAUL MASON VSOP
750ml  $9.99

TWENTY GRAND
80 proof with 100ML - 750ml $29.99

HENDRICKS GIN
750 ML $30.99

KRAKEN SPICED 
1.75L $24.99

RUM/BRAANDY/COGGNAC/GI

SALES ARE NOT LIMITED TO THESE ITEMS. 
LOTS OF IN-STORE SALES. 

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pfl ugerville, TX 78660 • P (512) 989-6900 • F (512) 989-6901
WWW.DRBAINPEDIATRICDENTIST.COM

New Patients Welcome!
FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16RST TOOTH TIL 16

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. As a courtesy, 
we will � le primary insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art facility, 
gaming arcade, and movies while you 
wait.

• In o�  ce sedation and hospital 
privileges.

Visit our facebook page for more details! facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

Dr. Bain hopes you and your family have a great and safe 
holiday season. Don’t forget to take advantage of your 

bene� ts before they expire at the end of the year!

Like us on facebook! 

Good times and bad come and go. The dust settles and you take a 

look around. That’s when you see who your real friends are. We’ve 

seen our customers through the toughest of times. We’re conservative 

and we’re consistent. We don’t always tell you what you want to hear. 

Sometimes we say no. But we’re always looking out for your best 

interest. That’s what friends are for.

Good friends,
good times and bad.

Rated one of the nation’s 
strongest banks.

Citizens National Bank

201 West Palm Valley Blvd   |   Round Rock, TX 78664  |  512-218-5100   |   www.cnbanktexas.com
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Smokey Mo’s 
Bar-B-Q
Area family restaurants offer 
holiday feasts prepared to go

M orris “Mo” Melchor opened the first Smokey 
Mo’s Bar-B-Q restaurant in Cedar Park in 2000. 

During the following 13 years, the family-
owned chain has expanded to seven Austin-area loca-
tions and a total of 11 locations statewide.

“The demand was there,” District Manager Jordan 
Melchor, Morris’s son, said. “He just kept opening stores.”

Family-owned and -operated, each Smokey Mo’s 
location has at least one member of the Melchor family 
on staff, District Manager Mary Melchor-Smith said.

The restaurant’s customer base is also largely made 
up of families, making the Smokey Mo’s family pack 
menu items, which can feed up to eight people, popu-
lar, she said.

The restaurant’s three most popular meats—all 
smoked on-site—are brisket, turkey and sausage, 
Office Manager Anthony Lucero said, adding potato 
salad and pinto beans are the most popular sides.

“People don’t know, because we’re in strip center 
locations, that all of our meat is cooked fresh on-site,” 
Lucero said. “It’s something we take much pride in.”

Each year the restaurant offers a shortcut for 
families looking to get out of cooking a holiday meal 
or who prefer a smoked turkey without the work. 
Each of the restaurant’s locations are offering smoked 
turkeys and sides.

“Most orders are people who don’t want to cook [for 
Christmas],” Melchor-Smith said. “A lot of customers 
order for the flavor of a smoked turkey.”

Each bird comes with reheating instructions, and 
although sides are not included in the price, customers 
may order them to go with their meal.

Customers may call in or place orders in person at the 
location from which they intend to pick up the order.

“We are closed on Christmas,” Lucero said. “People 
must pick up [their orders] by Christmas Eve.”

All of the restaurants feature a catering menu 
year-round, and the Georgetown location also offers a 
banquet room capable of holding about 65 people for a 
variety of events and parties. 

By Audrey Spencer

DININg

1601 S. i-35, Ste. 320, Round Rock
512-828-4050
www.smokeymosbbq.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 7 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.–8 p.m.

Smokey Mo’s Bar-B-Q1  From left: District Manager Jordan Melchor, Georgetown General 
Manager John Martinez, owner Morris “Mo” Melchor and Smokey Mo’s 
artist Shawn Melchor are part of the team of employees and fam-
ily members who run Smokey Mo’s Bar-B-Q restaurants throughout 
Central Texas.

2  Smokey Mo’s produces and sells its own brand of barbecue 
sauce. 

3  Including its Round Rock location (pictured), Smokey Mo’s oper-
ates seven Austin-area restaurants and 11 statewide.

4  The combination plate ($8.95) at Smokey Mo’s Bar-B-Q  
includes sausage, turkey, potato salad and coleslaw.
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Offer valid through 12/15/13 at participating DQ locations only. All trademarks owned by Am. D.Q. 
Corp. or O.J. of Am. © 2013. ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2013. © 2013 Great 
Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.

Baylor’s Truett Seminary is  
coming your way in Spring 2014.

LEARN MORE baylor.edu/truett

Oak Creek Plaza | 3107 Oak Creek Drive 
Suite 240 | Austin, TX 78727
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• Well Woman Exams
• Routine & High Risk OB
• Minimally Invasive Surgery
• Pelvic Floor Reconstruction 
• In Of� ce Procedures
• Fertility Diagnosis and Treatment
• Birth Control and IUDs
• HPV Vaccines
• Bone Density Testing
• In Of� ce Digital Mammography
• OB/GYN Ultrasounds
• Much More

Renaissance Women’s Group 
welcomes Dr. Gutierrez and Dr. Truitt 
now seeing patients in our new 
Cedar Park OB/GYN of� ce.
Providing the following OB/GYN services:

Bringing 30 years of experience in Ob/Gyn care to your neighborhood.

Ginger Truitt, M.D.

Clarissa Gutierrez, M.D.

12201 Renfert Way • Austin, TX 901 Cypress Creek, Bldg 1, Ste 101 • Cedar Park, TX

Unique Framing of  Art, Objects, 
Diplomas & Awards

103 North Railroad Avenue
Pfl ugerville, TX 78660

512-835-6695 
www.wordyisms.com

Thought of framing your � at panel TV? 
Visit our sister company!

Framing Memories 
Since 1984

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
WE ARE A CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY

• Worshipping with Reverence and Joy
• A	  rming the Freedom to Question Openly & Think Deeply
• Nurturing Authenticity & Maturity In Faith
• Valuing Both Women & Men In Ministry
• Embracing & Serving All People With the Love Of Christ

gracewilco.com

Chapel at Texas Baptist Children’s Home
Childcare available through age 3

79

I-35

  N. Mays St.

THINK DEEPLY. LOVE WIDELY.
NEW

 

Church
 Plan

t

Advent Family Craft Hour & Special Christmas Service
Sunday, December 22nd  9:00am - Noon
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Steve Flores 
Round Rock ISD’s superintendent discusses bonds, growth
By Lyndsey Taylor 

S teve Flores began his position as superintendent of 
Round Rock ISD on Oct. 1. He previously served 
as superintendent for Harlingen CISD, near McAl-

len, where he oversaw the passing of a $98.6 million bond 
in 2010. The RRISD board of trustees is considering call-
ing a bond election in May 2014.

    
What are your first priorities for the district?

We’re focused on our facilities, we’re focused to 
enhance and support our wonderful teachers [and] our 
wonderful campuses. 

The other thing is also to continue working with our 
governance team—my seven board members and myself. 
All of our board members love kids and have a passion 
for making Round Rock ISD one of the best districts ... in 
the state and nation. 

I’ve met with the [Round Rock] mayor, the chamber … 
some members of the Austin chamber as well. So being 
visible, being out and about, focusing on what we can do 
to increase involvement in our schools ... where stake-
holders feel invested in our schools. 

What are your plans are to address Round Rock 
ISD’s rapid growth?

There are over 1,000 districts in the state of Texas and 
many districts—in fact the majority of districts—are 
declining in enrollment. So growth is good. But with 
growth obviously comes the need for facilities. The dis-
trict has been proactive in having a facilities master plan 
that we are updating. 

We obviously have a need for middle school relief and 
elementary school relief primarily in the Walsh and 
Cedar Valley area of town—and in the Wells Branch and 
Bluebonnet area as well. We have one performing arts 
venue for 46,700 students, so the need is [also] there. 

how do you feel about may 2014 for a potential 
bond election?

I feel good about it. The district has been proactive 
in assessing what the needs have been. Our demogra-
phers also point to the fact that the growth will con-
tinue. With that growth—I mean, right now we’re at 
46,700 students; in 2 1/2 years, we’ll be close to 50,000 
[students]. You’ll hear me over and over say ‘growth is 
good,’ but with that comes some realities that are neces-
sary to address.

What will the process be for assessing whether a 
bond election is needed?

The time is now. The citizens committee will have over 
100 members throughout our entire community. We will 
have two co-chairs. There will be an elementary subcom-
mittee, secondary subcommittee, technology and other 
district facilities subcommittee and a finance subcom-
mittee. ... Each will have a chair and a vice chair. So 
you’re looking at 10 individuals that will lead us during 
the process. 

At this point in time we have identified up to $175 mil-
lion–$200 million worth of needs, so what we want to be 
able to do is gather information, create the bond citizens 
task force ... so in February, we will make a presentation 
to the [school] board ... what the plan is for a possible 
bond election in May 2014. 

What appealed to you about coming back to 
Round Rock ISD?

I believe that Round Rock has the components that are 
necessary for us to move from a first-class school district 
to a world-class school district. I am very passionate 
about the fact that what we have here is unique and what 
we have here is the opportunity to just be as great as we 
can be for our students. 

When the opportunity unveiled itself here in Round 
Rock, there was no doubt that this was the right place 
and the right time. Having been here before I already 
knew the district for the most part. 

What are your future goals for Round Rock ISD?
I want to highlight all the richness and great things 

that go on in our district on a daily basis. One of my 
goals is to create avenues where we are not only build-
ing the capacity for leadership from the teacher level to 
the assistant principal level and central office level, but 
at the student level as well. I’ll have a student advisory 
board [that] will be comprised of each of our secondary 
campuses in the district—that is our middle and high 
schools—and I’ll meet with them monthly.

Other goals are to work on the components of our 
first-class district to become world class and to become a 
model for the rest of the state and the nation. So what-
ever we can do to maximize our student learning each 
and every day is what my goal is for us to move from 
good to great.
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•	Steve flores received his master’s and bachelor’s degrees 
from Angelo State university and his superintendent’s 
certificate from texas tech university.

•	He completed his ph.d. in educational administration at 
the university of texas at Austin. 

•	flores and his wife, Amy, have two sons. one is in college 
in illinois, and the other is a teacher in colorado.

•	flores has previous experience working for pflugerville iSd 
as assistant superintendent and as acting superintendent 
for Round Rock iSd for a brief period.

•	His wife also has previous experience working in RRiSd as 
a teacher at fern Bluff elementary School.

•	flores has won several awards, including outstanding 
leader in education from the texas teaching commission 
in 2001.

Meet the new superintendent

how does Round Rock ISD maintain a sense of 
stability during a time of change in leadership?

Regardless of any changes at the board or superin-
tendent level, [if we keep] the focus on the students and 
what happens in the classrooms each and every day, our 
district will continue to transition well, whether it’s new 
board members [or] a new superintendent. I want to 
make sure that I highlight that we have a quality staff. I 
think that is a requisite for stability and a requisite for 
success in a school district.

Get a head start on your 
New Years’ Resolution!
PERSONAL TRAINING • LIMITED MEMBERSHIPS

24 HOUR CO-ED CLUB

1150 SATELLITE VIEW
ROUND ROCK, TX

512 • 813 • 2380

12407 N. MOPAC SUITE 350-B
AUSTIN, TX

512 • 202 • 6174

FACEBOOK: ANYTIME FITNESS ROUND ROCK 
OR ANYTIME FITNESS NAUSTIN

$0 Enrollment FOR THE FIRST 20 PEOPLE 
WHO MENTION THIS AD!

• Rigorous college-prep academics with  
excellent fi ne arts and athletics programs

• Dually accredited through Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS) and Association of Christian 
Schools International (ACSI)

• Non-denominational, Christ-centered 
education

• Academic Preschool program including 
Spanish, art and music classes

• Average enrollment of 530 students 
• Class of 2012 SAT Scores: 1818
• Standardized testing scores average two grade 

levels higher than national testing scores

Round Rock Christian Academy
301-A North Lake Creek Drive  |  Round Rock, TX | 512-255-4491  |  www.rrca-tx.org

• Athletic State Champions in track, swimming, 
volleyball, and girls basketball

• 17% of the class of 2012 were National Merit 
Commended Scholars
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314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

512-244-7200 
301 Seton Parkway, Suite 100 (3 Miles East of IKEA)

Seton-Williamson Medical Center

512-868-3937 
4500 Williams Dr., Suite 228 (HEB shopping center)

Georgetown, TX 78633

Accepting most insurance including Medicare and Medicaid

• Complete eye exams for glasses and contacts
• Cataract surgery
• Diabetic eye exams 

Dr. Jatla MD Dr. Haven OD
Board Certi� ed Ophthalmologist/Glaucoma Specialist

Clarity Eye Center: O� ering Cutting-Edge, 
Quality Eye Care with Compassion.

At Clarity Eye Center, you will receive professional, cutting-edge eye care that is 
tailored to your needs. We will deliver quality care with compassion. 

www.clarityeye.net

• Eyelid surgery 
• Laser surgery
• Glaucoma laser and surgery 

An Austin Monthly 
Top Doc 2013

ROUND ROCK OFFICE
170 Deep Wood Drive Suite 104
Round Rock, TX 78681

I-35
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All physicians are 
Board Certifi ed in 
Endocrinology and 

Metabolism.

Certifi ed Diabetes 
Educators on staff.

AUSTIN OFFICE
6500 N Mopac Bldg. 3, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78731

(512) 458-8400

Serving the Austin, Round Rock, Georgetown, Cedar Park, 
Leander, Hutto, Taylor and surrounding areas.

Kamalpreet (Kim) 
Singh, M.D. 

Board Certified in 
Endocrinology and 

Metabolism

Experts in diabetes, thyroid, osteoporosis and hormonal conditions

Doctors Stephanie Shaw, M.D. 
and Kerem Ozer, M.D. would 

like to introduce a new 
physician to our practice. 

Diabetes - management of types 1 and 2 diabetes, continuous 
glucose monitoring, insulin pump therapy, dietitian services, and 
Certifi ed Diabetes Educators

Thyroid - fi ne needle biopsies of thyroid nodules, treatment of 
thyroid cancer, and hyper- and hypothyroidism

Thyroid ultrasound - Accredited by the American Institute of 
Ultrasound Medicine.  Physicians certifi ed in neck ultrasound.

Osteoporosis - treatment and bone density testing

Glandular disorders - treatment of pituitary, adrenal and other 
hormonal conditions

Clinical research - types 1 and 2 diabetes, obesity, thyroid, 
osteoporosis and cholesterol disorders. (512) 334-3505

Weight loss program - both patients with and without diabetes. 
(512) 334-3484

Kids R Kids of Round Rock • 1455 Red Bud Lane, Round Rock, TX 78664
www.kidsrkidsroundrock.com • Call now to schedule your tour! 512-248-2178

WHAT OUR LEARNING ACADEMY OFFERS...
Low Student-Teacher Ratios

Online Classroom Viewing Access
SMART Board™ Technology

ABCmouse.com Software
AdvancED Accredited Curriculum

Exclusive Brain Waves Program
Nutritious Meals Provided: Breakfast, Lunch & 

Afternoon Snack

Join us on 

Saturday, 
December 14, 

at 10:00 am 
for our 

Open House!
Pictures and 

Crafts with Santa

Now enrolling 
for our

2013 Holiday Camp
December 23, 2013 

through
January 7, 2014
Ages 5 - 12 years

Space is limited, 
reserve your spot today!

Bring in this ad to receive 

FREE 
registration!

of Round Rock at Forest Creek
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Austin lyric Opera
Arts nonprofit thrives after financial hardship 

J ust as the Austin Lyric Opera was 
in danger of dissolution, its board of 
directors made a series of decisions 

that helped bring Central Texas’ lone opera 
company out of debt and profitable again.  

“It’s just an amazing, phoenix-rising-
from-the-ashes sort of story,” ALO General 
Director Joseph Specter said. 

In 2011, ALO had about $2 million in 
debt and a diminishing number of season 
ticket holders. Decisions made by ALO’s 
board of directors, including selling its 
primary asset—its office on Barton Springs 
Road—made the organization profitable 
again. ALO boosted its number of season 
ticket holders from 2,500 in the 2010–11 
season to 3,200 by the 2012–13 season.

“Without the selling of that build-
ing, we wouldn’t be where we are today,” 
Specter said.

The nonprofit moved into a building 
near US 183 and Burnet Road in April 
2012. ALO renovated the former church 
and invested about $250,000 for rehearsal 
and office space. Its opera performances 
are still held at The Long Center for the 
Performing Arts. 

Other decisions that led to the 
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company’s success include hiring new 
management, decreasing the number 
of operas performed and separating 
its music school into its own 501(c)(3), 
Specter said. The Armstrong Community 
Music School teaches adults and children 
various music styles, including jazz, clas-
sical, blues and folk. 

“That was certainly an emotional separa-
tion,” Specter said. 

This year, ALO celebrates its 27th 
anniversary and its 10th year with Richard 
Buckley, art director and principal conduc-
tor. The nonprofit performs three operas 
per year. The 2013–14 season began Nov. 16 
with the Italian opera “Don Carlo.” 

ALO has only repeated two operas in 
nine years. “Tosca,” Buckley’s first opera 
with the company, is being performed 
again this season to celebrate his anniver-
sary. To help raise funds, the opera com-
pany hosts elaborate, black tie-optional 
dinners and lectures before each perfor-
mance. In February, an annual fundraiser 
is held that includes dinner, an auction and 
live entertainment featuring principal, or 
guest, singers that are to appear in ALO’s  
future performances. 

A lyric opera is a performance with sing-
ers who have softer voices, making the per-
formance sound more gentle, Specter said. 
Although the ALO has performed lyric 
types of opera, its name is not indicative of 
the type of opera it performs, he said. 

Buckley said every opera experience is 
different because of artistic decisions.

“Opera might be the same music, might 
be the same story, but the individual sing-
ers that we as an organization present—the 
energy of those singers between each other, 
… all of that makes the experience differ-
ent,” Buckley said.

•	“tosca,” Jan. 30–feb. 2
•	“the elixir of love,” May 1–4

performances are held at the long center for 
the performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside drive. 
Matinee performances are held at 3 p.m., and 
evening shows are held at 7:30 p.m.  
512-472-5927. www.austinlyricopera.org. 

Ticket prices
tickets can be purchased per show or per 
season, which includes all three operas.

•	Single shows: $24–$200 
•	Season tickets: $41–$555

Richard Buckley conducted Austin Lyric Opera’s “Tosca” in 2003 with Greer Grimsley (left) and Carol Vaness.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

“Holiday Celebration”
Dec.	20	•	7–8:30	p.m.
Round Rock performing Arts center,  
5800 Mcneil drive, Austin 
tickets: $25 (general admission), $10 (students)

Chamber Series II – Felix String Quartet
Jan.	25,	2014	•	7:30–10:30	p.m.
Round Rock presbyterian church,  
4010 Sam Bass Road, Round Rock 
tickets: $25 (general admission), $10 (students)

“Colores Españoles”
Feb.	16,	2014	•	3–4:30	p.m.
klett center for the performing Arts,  
2211 n. Austin Ave., georgetown  
tickets: $25–30 (general admission), $5 (students)

Side-by-Side with RRISD
April	5,	2014	•	1–2	p.m.
prete Main Street plaza,  
221 e. Main St., Round Rock 
ticket prices to be announced.

Chamber Series III
May	4,	2014	•	4:30–6:30	p.m.	
georgetown public library,  
402 W. eighth St., georgetown 
tickets: $25 (general admission), $10 (students)

Fireworks! – The Georgetown Festival  
of the Arts
May	31,	2014	•	9–10:30	p.m.	
San gabriel park, 1003 n. Austin Ave., 
georgetown. Admission is free.

www.roundrocksymphony.org. twitter: @RoundRockSymph

A s the city of Round Rock has 
grown, so has the demand for 
organizations often found in 

larger cities. A prime example of the city’s 
recent cultural development is the Round 
Rock Symphony, founded in 2008.

Now in its sixth season, the nonprofit 
organization employs 50 paid, profes-
sional musicians for various perfor-
mances throughout the year.

“With our expanding demographic of 
the creative class and young professionals, 
we realized that our residents were hav-
ing to leave our own community for arts 
and entertainment,” said Kris Whitfield, 
Round Rock Symphony board member. 
“The Round Rock Symphony orchestra 
was formed ... to provide our own citi-
zens the same professional quality music 
that they were having to drive for miles to 
hear.”

This season the symphony plans to 
hold eight performances. Some of the 
shows will include collaborations with 
community organizations, including a 
holiday performance Dec. 20 with the 
Round Rock Community Choir and its 
children’s chorus.

The symphony also promotes com-
munity outreach through the Aspire 
program, which teaches students at 
Berkman and Bluebonnet elementary 
schools in Round Rock ISD how to play 
string instruments. Members of RRISD’s 
orchestra programs also play with Round 
Rock Symphony musicians during a spe-
cial performance once per year.

“It is our goal to be more involved in 
the community through ... collaborating 
with community organizations,” Music 
Director Stefan Sanders said.  

Sanders is the symphony’s second con-
ductor and was hired to lead the organi-
zation in March. His educational back-
ground includes undergraduate studies on 
trombone at The Juilliard School in New 
York City and a doctorate from The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin in musical arts. 

Saunders first worked with the sym-
phony as a guest conductor during his 
studies at UT. When the music director 
position came open for the organization, 
he said he was eager to apply.

“I think the feeling was mutual that 
[the symphony and I] got the best out of 
each other,” he said.

Round Rock Symphony
Orchestra enters its sixth year of operation

2013–14  season  upcoming performances

AlO’s 2013–14  performances

Each year the Round Rock Symphony hosts a side-by-side concert with Round Rock ISD students.
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By Korri Kezar

By Lyndsey Taylor
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Michael S. Doss,
President-Round Rock

NMLS #709987,
with Jim Boles, Owner 

 and Russ Boles, Broker,
Summit Commercial
Industrial PropertiesIndustrial Properties

believing in the
BEST FOR ROUND ROCK
Jim and Russ Boles of Summit Commercial Properties have earned Jim and Russ Boles of Summit Commercial Properties have earned 
the label “difference makers” through over 30 years of work and 
service in the Round Rock community. They turn to Independent 
Bank’s Michael Doss for real estate loans and he delivers quick 
results. Jim and Russ have referred Summit Commercial’s clients to 
Independent Bank and are always delighted to learn their clients 
receive the same great service. Summit Commercial Properties and 
Independent Bank...striving to make a difference in Round Rock. Independent Bank...striving to make a difference in Round Rock. 

Independent Bank. A partnership you can bank on.

4420 Sunrise Road | Round Rock
512.733.7766

500 E. PECAN STREET 
PFLUGERVILLE, TX

www.p	 ame.org 
512-251-2575

First
United 

Methodist
Church

F
Un

Metho

TUESDAY, DEC. 24 
5:00 P.M. Candlelight Worship (Sanctuary)
6:30 P.M. Creekside Candlelight & Communion (Family Life Center)
8:00 P.M. Candlelight & Communion service (Sanctuary)
10:30 P.M. Candlelight & Communion service (Sanctuary) 
*Childcare is provided for all services except the 10:30 p.m. service

Bio Identical Hormones
Teen Health

Annual Gynecologic Exams
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause

Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery 
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   
1305 W. 34th St, Ste. 407 • Austin, TX 78705 

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

N. La
mar 

Blv
d.

W. 38th St.
W. 34th St.

MoPac

Fam

Gynecology, Health & Wellness
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By Lyndsey Taylor

I n 40 years, Austin Community Col-
lege has reached many milestones, 
including purchasing Highland Mall 

for a future campus and math emporium, 
opening 10 campuses and growing its 
student enrollment by more than 41,000 
students. 

In 1973 when ACC first opened its doors 
to students, it enrolled about 2,200 stu-
dents at its sole campus, Ridgeview, which 
was owned by Austin ISD. Barbara Mink, a 
trustee and one of ACC’s founders, said the 
college’s first president, Thomas Hatfield, 
hired faculty and staff in July 1973, about a 
month before the college opened.

“[The faculty and staff] worked together 
very well—a really high-energy group of 
dedicated people to the community college 
mission and to opening a quality school 
here in Austin,” Mink said. “The energy, 
the commitment, the vision of that core 
group was electric.”

After the college opened, it took about 
13 years for ACC to become financially 
stable, said William Montgomery, adjunct 
faculty member and historian. Director of 
Center Operations Linda Morrison said 

On Sept. 1, 1974, Austin Community College acquired Brackenridge Hospital’s nursing school because it was 
more cost efficient for ACC to run the program. ACC gained 17 instructors during the acquisition.
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the college leased its facilities from Austin 
ISD for several years. ACC was governed 
by the Austin ISD board until March 1, 
1982, when it appointed nine members to 
form its own board of trustees. 

“We had no facilities. ACC owned noth-
ing back then,” Morrison said. “We were 
just outgrowing everything we had avail-
able to us.”

By 1983, the college had grown to nearly 
17,000 students but did not have local tax 
support. Getting local tax support for ACC 
was a grass-roots effort by its faculty and 
staff, Montgomery said. Many people did 
not understand the purpose of community 
colleges, and with the presence of The Uni-
versity of Texas and other higher educa-
tion institutions, it was difficult to convey 
ACC’s message to voters. Two separate 
attempts to obtain tax support from voters 
failed. 

In 1986 the Texas Legislature threat-
ened not to support ACC unless it had the 
financial backing from ACC district voters. 
The property tax was approved in 1986 
for 5 cents per $100 of valuation and was a 
milestone for ACC, Montgomery said. 

Many events have contributed to the 

college’s success, including continued voter 
support in 2003 when residents authorized 
an increase in property taxes. 

“That was a huge step for Austin and 
for ACC to take,” Montgomery said. “It 
provided the college with a fairly secure 
future.” 

ACC now serves areas such as Austin, 
Cedar Park, Round Rock, Del Valle and 
Elgin, and the Hays campus will open in 
January. ACC enrolls more than 41,000 
students throughout its campuses. In 
August 2012, the college completed the full 
acquisition of Highland Mall, an impor-
tant step in the college’s history, Mink said. 

“[Highland Mall] is a core piece of 
property, basically the center of our service 
area,” Mink said. “It doubles our square 
footage for the college as a whole. It offers 
us some options.”

ACC President Richard Rhodes said the 
college’s mission during the past 40 years 
has been to provide residents a pathway 
to achieving their dreams. ACC plans to 
continue to work with its partners to meet 
student and workforce needs, he said.

“ACC has become a trusted partner, and 
I’m proud to say we play a profound role in 
growing the Central Texas economy and 
ensuring a great quality of life,” he said. 

Austin Community 
College 40th anniversary 

hISTORy       Round Rock

1970 1980 20001990 2010

1978
Jan. 1—the Southern  

Association of colleges and 
Schools extends full  

accreditation to Austin  
community college.

1973
Sept. 17—Acc opens its 
doors. it enrolled about 
2,200 students at its first 
campus, Ridgeview.

1989
Aug. 1—Acc’s 
fourth campus, 
northridge, 
opens.

2013
Aug. 29— the elgin 
campus opens.

2010
Aug. 1—the 
Round Rock 
campus, Acc’s 
ninth campus, 
opens.

1985
March 15—voters in leander iSd approve 
becoming part of Acc’s taxing district 
with the agreement that the college will 
provide a full-time campus in the area at 
the earliest possible time.

1982
March 1—the college’s 
first board of trustees 
is formed with nine 
members.

1991
Aug. 1—the cypress creek 
campus opens, serving the 
population in the northwest 
corridor of uS 183, including 
leander and cedar park. 

Your Sight is Our Focus
Dr. Fell with Family

TEAM EYE DOCTOR

Comprehensive Eye Exams 
for Adults and Children

LASIK Consultations

Contact Lens Evaluations

Extensive Eyewear Collection

Oakley, Prada, Rayban, Coach, 
Silhouette, CK, Costa

4010 Sandy Brook Dr., Ste.101 • Round Rock
www.pioneervisioncare.com • 512-388-7600

We look forward to meeting 
you and your family

Schedule your appointment online today!

Visit our 
Facebook page 

today for 
exclusive offers 
and promotions

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10am-9pm

5000 Hudson Bend Rd., Ste. F • Austin, TX 78734 • 512-266-1003
560 Highway 79 • Hutto, TX 78634 • 512-642-3037

At Wisky’s Liquor, we try to make things as 
easy and inexpensive for you as possible. With 
our knowledgeable staff and weekly discount 

specials, you won’t find a cheaper or more 
convenient store liquor store in the area.

003

BEER & WINE

Source: Austin community college
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Local drought ongoing 
despite recent rains

Runoff election set for House District 50

WilCo signs tax incentive deal with Oracle

AUSTIN A white-painted, 2 1/2-ton 
dead tree positioned upright in the 
middle of Lady Bird Lake has become 
an appropriate yet ironic symbol 
for the drought during an especially 
wet fall season.

“Thirst,” a temporary art installation 
intended to raise awareness about the 
drought, debuted Sept. 29 shortly before 
two floods wreaked havoc on Central 
Austin. The significant rainfall neverthe-
less failed to replenish the city’s reser-
voirs or drastically improve already dire 
environmental conditions.

On the other hand, the artistic display 
overlapped a successful campaign to allo-
cate $2 billion in money toward statewide 
water infrastructure projects. Texas voters 
overwhelmingly approved the initiative 
Nov. 5 by a nearly 3-1 margin. 

The drought is no longer a topic Aus-
tinites can ignore, said Chris Cowden, 
executive director of Women and Their 
Work, the nonprofit art organization that 
collaborated on “Thirst.” She credits the 
art project for helping to increase con-
cern about drought conditions.

“It was a really strong art project, but 
it had a really strong message and it just 
happened to be [during] maybe the most 
significant [drought] Austin has ever 
had,” Cowden said. 

Before the October rains, lakes Travis 
and Buchanan were on pace by the end 
of November to hit a drought worse than 
the drought of record—when the lakes’ 
diminished storage triggers severe, man-
datory watering restrictions. However, 

lake storage has increased since Septem-
ber, delaying the drought of record until at 
least April, according to the LCRA.

However, the increase in lake levels 
could have been far more significant. 
LCRA staff estimated during a Nov. 19 
board meeting that the lakes’ storage lev-
els could have increased an extra 200,000 
acre-feet if the Oct. 31 storm had hit  
15 miles northwest. The rainfall instead 
overwhelmed Lady Bird Lake and the 
rest of the Colorado River lower basin, 
creating flood conditions that proved 
detrimental for dozens of downstream 
property owners.
Full story by Joe Lanane

AUSTIN AND PFlUgERvIllE  
Republican Mike VanDeWalle and Dem-
ocrat Celia Israel will face off in a runoff 
election Jan. 28 to fill the vacant Texas 
House of Representatives District 50 seat.

Neither candidate garnered the 
required 50 percent of the vote to win 
the Nov. 5 special election. VanDeWalle 
earned 5,838 votes, or 39 percent, with 
Israel behind him at 4,750 votes, or 
32 percent.

Democrat Jade Chang Sheppard 
earned 2,330 votes, and Rico Reyes, also 
a Democrat, earned 1,990 votes.

VanDeWalle said he was prepared to 
head into a runoff election because he 
was facing three Democrats.

“I have a good team, and I think we 
developed a good strategy. I think we can 

win,” he said.
Early voting will take place Jan. 20–24.
“What we need to do is just rev up 

to hit it hard in January,” Israel said. 
“We’ve got to be on the ground talking 
to voters.”

District 50 spans portions of North 
Austin, Pflugerville, Manor, Elgin and 
Webberville in Travis County. Former 
state Sen. Mark Strama vacated the seat 
in July to head Google Fiber in Austin. 
The winning candidate will serve the 
remainder of Strama’s two-year term, 
which runs through the end of 2014.

Candidates will have another chance 
to vie for the District 50 seat March 4 
when the primary election occurs for the 
subsequent two-year term.
Full story by Amy Denney

WIllIAmSON COUNTy California-
based Oracle America Inc. plans to create 
200 new jobs, open a 50,000-square-
foot office in Northwest Austin and 
invest $5.4 million in the project.

In return, Williamson County com-
missioners approved an economic devel-
opment agreement with Oracle on  
Nov. 5 to rebate 50 percent of the com-
pany’s incremental real and personal 
property tax revenue during the next 
seven years, beginning in fiscal year 2014.

“By helping companies to choose to 
come to Williamson County, they’re 
hiring many of those folks [who] already 
live here,” Commissioner Cynthia Long 
said. “We are delighted with the decision 
[Oracle has] made.”

Commissioner Lisa Birkman said the 
deal is positive for the county. Oracle 
plans to hire 100 of those new jobs in 2013 
and the remainder by 2017, she said. The 
average annual salary will be $66,000.

Oracle’s new office will be located at 

7700 W. Parmer Lane in Williamson 
County. This is the same property that 
Freescale Semiconductor Inc. occupied 
before announcing it would relocate its 
operations to South Austin before 2014.

Oracle already maintains offices in 
Northwest Austin at 9600 N. MoPac and 
5300 Riata Park Court. The expansion 
will increase Oracle’s sales and market-
ing personnel to serve the company’s 
growing client base. Oracle provides 
customers with hardware and software 
that work together to meet a company’s 
business needs.

Gov. Rick Perry’s office announced 
Nov. 1 that Oracle would receive  
$1 million for its $5.4 million investment. 
This amount would come from the state’s 
Texas Enterprise Fund that is designed 
to create jobs and help Texas busi-
nesses grow. Other companies that have 
received these funds include Apple Inc., 
Visa Inc. and HID Global Corp.
Full story by Amy Denney and Audrey Spencer
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The “Thirst” art installation located in the middle 
of Lady Bird Lake near the Pfluger Bridge symbol-
izes the millions of Texas trees that have died 
during the ongoing drought.
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DININg NONPROFIT

Now Open
NORTh AUSTIN new American 
restaurant The League Kitchen and 
Tavern opened in the Avery Ranch 
shopping center at 10526 W. parmer 
lane, on nov. 18. owners creed ford 
iv and tony ciola, who operate another 
location in lakeway, serve beer, wine, 
cocktails and comfort food with a 

sophisticated twist. featured dishes 
include Shiner Bock short ribs, grilled 
Atlantic salmon and classic eggs 
Benedict. www.leaguelakeway.com

Expansions
NORTh AUSTIN private educator 
Challenger School announced nov. 
5 that it is expanding its Avery Ranch 
campus, 15101 Avery Ranch Blvd. 

the school will triple in size to add 
17 classrooms, a computer lab and a 
1-acre playground. Renovations will be 
completed by the beginning of the 2014 
school year. 512-341-8000.  
www.challengerschool.com

Coming Soon
gEORgETOWN Celebration 
Church, 1202 Rabbit Hill Road, is 

planning to build an 87,500-square-foot 
building with a more than 2,500-seat 
auditorium, a nursery and children’s 
building, a cafe and book store, and 
an indoor atrium with a landscaped 
outdoor plaza. construction is 
scheduled to begin in spring 2014.  
512-763-3000.  
www.celebrationchurchtx.com

@ Large

The Pizza Bistro Handcrafts Unlimited

1Up Sports
lEADNER A mutual passion for cook-
ing brought chefs Jay and Janelle 
Reynolds together, and they say it is 
that force that keeps their business 
running smoothly. 

Under the name @ Large, the couple 
offers personal chef services based out 
of their Leander home. The duo creates 
custom menus for special events and then 
prepares and serves the meals on-site. 
Many clients call on them for holiday par-
ties, graduations and weddings, Jay said. 

“We are doing all of the cooking out of 
their kitchens and off of their grills. This 
gives us the opportunity to serve food at 
the peak of its quality,” he said.

Both Jay and Janelle say they grew up 
around grandmothers who made food 
from scratch. But it was only after leaving 
the Navy that Janelle said she realized 
her dream to become a chef, which led 
to meeting her husband and business 
partner about nine years ago.

“I moved to Austin and I enrolled in 
culinary school, and this guy was my 
teacher. I waited until I got out of his 
class and asked him out,” she said. “The 

love for my husband aside, he’s one of the 
best teachers I ever had because he has so 
much passion for our craft.” 

Unlike in traditional catering, each  
@ Large meal is custom-designed to meet 
the client’s wants and is often based on 
seasonal ingredients. 

“[@ Large] has been giving us a chance 
to really develop our style of food together 
and create a following,” Janelle said. 
Full story by Emilie Lutostanski

gEORgETOWN Founded to help 
support older artisans, Handcrafts 
Unlimited is celebrating its 30th anni-
versary on the Square this year. 

During the past three decades, the 
nonprofit has never had a paid employee, 
said Millie Pastor, who serves as the 
store’s Friday manager.

“It was started by a history professor at 
Southwestern [University] named Martha 
Allen … and [Mary Engvall], a crafter in 
Georgetown,” Pastor said. “They decided 
they needed a venue for people [age] 50 
and over to market their crafts.”

The nonprofit opened Dec. 7, 1983, and 
now features handmade items from more 
than 250 artisans with the support of 
about 50 volunteers, Pastor said.
Full story by Beth Wade

NORTh AUSTIN Local pizzeria The 
Pizza Bistro remains true to its Austin 
roots by incorporating Texas flavors 
with imported goods from Italy.

The restaurant uses Italian imports 
such as olive oil, plum tomatoes, sausage 
and other meats, as well as a special 
type of pepperoni from New Jersey for 
added authenticity to its menu. The Pizza 
Bistro, located at 12001 Burnet Road,  
uses locally grown produce and cooks up 
pastas, pizzas, paninis, soups, salads and 
burgers with a Central Texas spin. 

“We say it’s Italian with an Austin 
flair,” owner Kress Childs said. “I like 
the fact that people in Austin are loyal to 
local businesses and particularly to  
restaurants.”
Full story by Lyndsey Taylor

CEDAR PARk Plenty of 
area gyms offer member-
ship for general fitness 
and strength training, 
but when Tim Prukop’s 
high school athlete son 
Dakota asked for more 
training, his father spied 
a fast-growing field.

“Sports performance 
businesses are really start-
ing to grow,” Tim said, adding that many 
younger athletes want elite exercises to 
improve speed, agility and jumping. For 
them, and for college and professional 
athletes, 1Up fits the bill, he said.

1Up Sports opened in April 2012 and 
moved to its present location in Janu-
ary. It is housed inside a warehouse built 
with an expansive training field, weight 
workout area, men’s and women’s locker 
rooms, and space for 1Up Sports’ on-staff 
chiropractor and physical therapist.

Tim, a former football coach at Ari-
zona State University and the University 
of Southern California and a former 
scout for the Kansas City Chiefs, said he 

has always loved working with athletes 
and training. His wife, Lisa, serves as 
the business’s chief operating officer, and 
their full-time trainer, Ron Curcio, has 
more than 25 years of experience. 
Full story by Stephen Burnett
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104 W. eighth St.
512-869-1812
www.handcraftsunlimited.org
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

12001 Burnet Road, Ste. d
512-832-5550
www.pizzabistro.com
Hours: Sun.–thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.,  
fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–midnight

512-350-6365
jaynjanelle@gmail.com
facebook: @ large
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Road to the present
With the passage of the November bond 

proposition, Williamson County taxpayers 
have dedicated $853 million toward road 
improvements since 2000. 

In 2000, Williamson County voters 
approved a $350 million road bond pack-
age, followed by an additional $228 mil-
lion six years later. Those bonds have gone 
into developing the SH 130, SH 45 and 
Loop 1 toll systems; widening and safety 
improvements of RM 620, Hwy. 79 and  
CR 108; the soon-to-be completed 
O’Connor Drive extension; and many more 
projects throughout the county. 

“It was essential to pass bonds to preserve 
the mobility and safety of our transporta-
tion system,” said Robert Daigh, Williamson 
County senior director of infrastructure. 
“Almost every major road in the county has 
been touched by the road [bond] program.”

Those projects, however, have nearly 
depleted all of the county’s road bond funds, 
Daigh said. Recognizing the need for new 
revenue to support road construction, the 

Commissioners Court appointed a bond 
advisory committee in March to review the 
county’s transportation plan, gather infor-
mation from local planning officials and 
draft a recommendation. 

On July 23 the committee presented the 
court with a $346 million bond election pro-
posal that included more than $300 million 
for road construction and $45 million for 
park improvements. The court subsequently 
reduced the road and parks packages to 
$275 million and $40 million, respectively, 
and on Aug. 5 called the election. 

Bonds are essentially interest-bearing 
loans funded by investors. The interest rates 
are determined by current lending condi-
tions as well as the borrower’s credit rating. 
Williamson County Auditor David Flores 
believes the county will be able to afford the 
new debt—without increasing its property 
tax rate—through increasing property val-
ues, revenue from new developments and 
taking advantage of low interest rates. 

“The 2006 bond package was a good 
example of how we stabilized the debt by 
issuing the bonds in increments,” Flores 
said. “Our original plan [will] be to issue 
[the new bonds] $80 million per year for 
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WilCo prepares its next 
round of road improvements
A $275 million bond proposition approved 
by Williamson County voters Nov. 5 sets the 
stage for several major regional road projects. 
County officials have compiled a list of priority 
projects and are working 
with city and state planners 
to determine a schedule to 
begin construction. 
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Safety improvements
total cost: $3.87M  City contribution: $0

    Hairy Man Road/Brushy Creek Road

1

4

5

6

Safety improvements, road widening and 
overpass construction
total cost: $19.32M  City contribution: $9.66M

    RM 620

4Intersection improvements and bridge replacement
total cost: $3.6M  City contribution: $0

    Great Oaks Drive and Hairy Man Road

Intersection traffic study and safety improvements
total cost: $1.35M  City contribution: $0

    O’Connor Drive and RM 620

                North Mays Street6

                University Boulevard
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Old Town Holiday Stroll
Old Town Holiday Stroll

And Sidewalk SaleAnd Sidewalk Sale

Eat
Shop for Unique Christmas gifts

10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free Admission. 
Downtown, Pecan Street, Pfl ugerville.

vendorsfrom delicious food

Enjoy roaming carolers 
and live music.
Enjoy roaming carolers 
and live music.

512-990-8697 • www.pfdowntown.com
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Specializing in allergy and asthma  
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four or five years.”

Paving a strategy
Before drafting its recommendation, the 

bond advisory committee met with traffic 
planning officials from the county’s munici-
palities, including Round Rock and Hutto. 
The meetings allowed the cities to present 
strategic road plans, estimated project costs 
and provide a framework on how much 
local funding they might be able to commit. 

“We kept in mind what was regional 
[needs]—not what is localized Round Rock 
traffic,” Round Rock Transportation Direc-
tor Gary Hudder said. 

For Round Rock officials, who have seen 
the city’s population rise by more than 
40,000 residents since 2000—and predict 
a further increase of approximately 50,000 
residents by 2030—the need to develop 
new arterials through the city is immediate. 

“[RM 620] would be the first one I would 
like to get started on,” Williamson County 
Precinct 1 Commissioner Lisa Birkman 
said. “We have the right of way and the first 
part of the project already completed.” 

Widening has already begun on  
2 miles of RM 620 between Cornerwood 

and Wyoming Springs drives, and plans 
call for continuing the project east to where 
the road meets I-35. 

With only $21 million of the estimated 
total $35 million cost accounted for, how-
ever, it may be years before the next phase 
of RM 620 is started, much less completed, 
Hudder said. The first road projects likely to 
begin as a result of the bonds are the widen-
ing of University Boulevard and the exten-
sion of North Mays Street, Hudder said. 

Pathways to development
For the areas of East Round Rock and 

Hutto, the road bond package has arrived 
on the cusp of new residential and com-
mercial developments. 

According to Hutto officials, the lead-
ing road improvement priority is to add 
northbound SH 130 frontage road sections 
between FM 685 and Limmer Loop. 

“SH 130 is probably the highest priority 
right now in order to help with economic 
development,” Hutto Assistant City Man-
ager Micah Grau said. 

Morrison, however, said because the 
project will require the coordination of the 
Texas Department of Transportation, the 

county and city, it may take years to develop. 
“That is going to be huge for Hutto,” he 

said. “If I had my way, I would snap my fin-
ger and wave a wand and it would all start 
tomorrow—but there is a little bit more to 
it than that.”

Instead, Morrison sees widening and 
safety improvements to CR 110 as a more 
attainable first priority for his district. The 
narrow, two-lane road could add thousands 
of daily commuters in the next few years 
with the ongoing developments within the 
Paloma Lakes and Siena MUDs.  

“The [housing] projects are being devel-
oped out there as we speak” Morrison said. 
“I’m just hoping we will survive until we 
can start construction … hopefully some-
time next summer.”

Birkman believes residents and voters 
understand the impact of a well-managed 
road system.

“It is important to continue to build the 
infrastructure ... to have the great quality 
of life we have here,” she said. “That is why 
[voters] supported the bonds. One of the 
reasons [businesses] are willing to move here 
is because of our investment in infrastruc-
ture—some other areas don’t offer that.”

Do you believe investing in new road bond projects is the 
best course of action for Williamson County?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll
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Road widening
total cost: $10.22M  City contribution: $5.11M

    University Boulevard

5 Extend existing roadway
total cost: $9.53M  City contribution: $4.77M

    Kenney Fort Boulevard Phase 1

7

Extend existing roadway
total cost: $7.74M  City contribution: $0

    North Mays Street

6 Planning and engineering
total cost: $250,000  City contribution: $0

    Kenney Fort Boulevard Phase 1A

8

Build missing sections of frontage roads
total cost: $9.54M  City contribution: $1.9M

    SH 130 Frontage Roads Phases 1–3

11

Planning for improvements and road extension
total cost: $2.89M  City contribution: $0

    CR 112

9

Widen roadway to four lanes
total cost: $11.94M  City contribution: $1.22M

    CR 101

14

Reconstruction and addition of turn lanes
total cost: $22.24M  City contribution: $0

    CR 110 Phases 1 and 2

10

Build two-lane connecting road
total cost: $6.39M   City contribution: $1M

    CR 119/ed Schmidt Boulevard

12

Intersection safety improvements
total cost: $500,000  City contribution: $0

    Chandler Road and FM 1660

11

14

Build northbound  
SH 130 frontage road 
between FM 685 and 
Hwy. 79

   Phase 1A

A

B

C

Build northbound  
SH 130 frontage road 
from near Hwy. 79 to 
Limmer Loop

   Phase 2B

Complete southbound  
SH 130 frontage road 
between Limmer 
Loop and Hwy. 79

   Phase 3C

                CR 110 Phases 1 and 2
10

           SH 130 frontage roads Phases 1–311

            Kenney Fort Blvd.

Source: Williamson county
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Go to these Downtown
Pflugerville merchants to

purchase your Season Passes

Special
offers and

season passes
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available at

hfalls.com/
pfv
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ALOHAY’ALL!
Hawaiian Falls is coming to Pflugerville

Season
Passes

On Sale
NOW!

Season Pass includes over $100 in discounts and special savings
and unlimited admission to all seven Hawaiian Falls Waterparks:
The Colony  |  Garland  |  Mansfield  |  Pflugerville
Roanoke  |  Waco  |  White Settlement

2411 FM685, Pflugerville Texas 78660

www.hfalls.com

$7999
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No service fees.
Regular price
is $99.99
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130 buIlD-OuT
Akers said.

To better compete with Austin, Round Rock and other 
areas, Pflugerville has been willing to offer incentives to 
companies that choose to locate in the city. Akers said the 
city is heavily incentivizing development in Pflugerville’s 
east side, where the center is located. Some incentives 
offered to the center’s occupants include funding for staff, 
moving fees and reduced lease payments.

Harvey said doing business in Pflugerville can be easier 
than dealing with other area city governments.

“The difficulty of doing business in Austin sometimes is 
a huge advantage for the outlying communities of Round 
Rock and Pflugerville,” Harvey said. “If [the company] is 
here to do something in Austin, they can get that or better 
in Pflugerville … just because you have a shorter bureau-
cratic process to go through.”

The center’s position on the SH 130 tollway is also attrac-
tive for businesses looking to move goods quickly, access 
amenities or just avoid the traffic on I-35.

“We were looking for a place that had the space on a 
major intersection so we could be accessible,” said Kate 
Meehan, BullTiger Productions chief operating officer. “It’s 
also very close to a lot of the resources we needed, like the 
Austin private airport … and downtown [Austin].”

Employees at the center may also have a wider variety of 
living options with the convenience of SH 130.

“Even with traffic, it’s not a big deal getting to Pfluger-
ville from downtown Austin,” Akers said.

opening the gateway
Janice Heath, senior vice president at First Texas Bank 

and a PCDC board member, believes SH 130 and the cen-
ter will bring more development to the city. First Texas 
Bank has lent money to businesses building in the center.

“I do have a lot of confidence in that property out there 
because I know that is the gateway to Pflugerville, and it is 
one of the first major projects on [SH] 130,” Heath said. “I 
feel like [the 130 Commerce Center] is setting the standards 
… that not only benefits Pflugerville but benefits Austin 
and Georgetown all the way to the boundaries of SH 130.”

The tollway has already helped bring retail to the city with 
the Stone Hill Town Center as well as residential options 
with developments such as the Mansions at Stone Hill. 

“We have new stores coming every day,” Akers said. “We 
expect to see more big-box retailers move in, additional 
restaurants, and with our growth, we’re expecting to build 
upwards of 1,000 residential units this year.”

Benefits to Pflugerville 
Opening the gateway for more commercial and residen-

tial development on the city’s east side is also likely to ben-
efit the rest of Pflugerville, including building a larger day-
time population of people who work and shop in the area.

Many Pflugerville residents commute to Austin, Round 
Rock or other communities for work, and as a result, the 
city loses tax revenue during the day. 

“We know that if we’re able to bring 1,000 employees 
to the 130 Commerce Center, they’re going to be eating 
and shopping in Pflugerville almost predominantly during 
their lunch hour,” Akers said. 

Officials are hoping an increased lunchtime population 
will assist businesses that rely on daytime customers.

“One of the complaints we’ve heard from people 
throughout the years is that there’s not enough lunchtime 
traffic to warrant being open for lunch, but I think that’s 
going to change dramatically,” said Patricia Gervan-Brown, 
Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce president and CEO. 

But businesses are not the only ones standing to ben-
efit from the build-out along SH 130. While the city wel-
comes residential development, neighborhoods typically 

do not cover the costs of services the city provides for them, 
including police and fire protection, water and electric utili-
ties and drainage. Instead, commercial development tends 
to pick up most of the tab. With the increase in commercial 
development, residents could see their property taxes eased.

“You need … [a] commercial tax base because large 
commercial users aren’t a drain on city services, and they 
pay very high property taxes,” Akers said.  “We need to 
make sure we grow ... our commercial tax base so that the 
tax burden doesn’t get out of hand.”

Area development
While the center already has utilities and infrastructure 

in place, its roadways are still under development.
Helios Way connects the center east to west, and the 

under-construction Impact Way provides connectivity 
north to south. Plans are also being developed for a con-
nection from Helios Way to SH 130 on the center’s west 
side. The road would include a traffic signal where the road 
connects to the tollway. Future road construction will also 
include improvements to Pecan Street.

The connectivity should also help ease future traffic 
around the center and on SH 130.

“If you drive down SH 45 [and SH 130] right now ... 
there’s no traffic on it,” Akers said. “You could actually put 
a ton of offices up here and not dramatically affect traffic.”

Future plans
In addition to its already signed-on businesses, PCDC is 

in negotiations to bring in more development from addi-
tional companies with several yet-to-be-unveiled projects, 
Akers said.

A Marriot hotel and conference center is also slated 
for the construction on the north side of the center, and 
the city is working on developing two additional hotels at  
the center.

“It’s more than just a hotel, and it would be great for 
Pflugerville,” Akers said. “All of [the projects] will probably 
be announced in the next three to four months.”

Development
Continued from | 1

Current developments

A Trackingpoint
•	gun manufacturer
•	opened nov. 7
•	30,000 square feet
•	150 employees

D bullTiger productions
•	transmedia company
•	opening by december 2013
•	30,000 square feet
•	100 employees

E Thin-nology
•	data center
•	opening April 2014
•	9,000 square feet
•	10 employees

F Community Impact    
   Newspaper 

•	corporate headquarters
•	opening december 2013
•	16,000 square feet
•	60–65 employees

Future developments

G Trackingpoint 
•	500-yard ballistics lab

H bullTiger productions
•	30,000-square-foot expansion

I  mixed-use development
•	four additional 120,000-square-

foot light-industrial buildings

Developments in the works

J marriott hotel/conference 
   center

•	50–75 employees

K hotel
•	to be announced in 3–4 months
•	15–20 employees

L hotel, retail and/or office 
   developments

•	two to be announced in 3–4 
months

•	115–120 employees

M Distribution center
•	timeline not set
•	250,000 square feet
•	130 employees

Infrastructure

N helios way
•	connects center east to west

o Impact way
•	the $5 million project will connect 

the center north to south.
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possible road extension

companies already slated for the 130 commerce center include 
thin-nology, Community Impact Newspaper, trackingpoint, Bulltiger 
productions, d-BAt Baseball and Softball Academy and eieio inc.

  Tell us what you think. Comment at impactnews.com

B EIEIO Inc.
•	Bulk coffee manufacturer
•	opening first quarter 2014
•	30,000 square feet
•	40 employees

C D-baT
•	Baseball and softball  

training facility
•	opening first quarter 2014
•	30,000 square feet
•	10–15 employees
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www.WilcoPropertySearch.com
Round Rock O�  ce: 512.255.5050
Georgetown O�  ce: 512.868.1771

Start Your Williamson County Home Search Today

Brentley Brinegar, Harry Gibbs, Tara Knight, Frances Crossley, Kristi Sanguinet, Kiersty Lombar, Suzie Gole,
Joetta Houghton, Diane Waters, Cindy Crawford, Carolina Aceituno and Russ Phillips

Each O�  ce is Independently Owned and Operated

Keller Williams Realty’s Williamson County Relocation Division is open and ready to help companies 

in and out of our area manage their commercial and residential real estate needs.

Keller Williams Round Rock has closed over $750 million in Central Texas over the last decade 

and has a network that spans the globe. We o� er the full range of relocation services including 

commercial and residential sales and leasing, short and long-term placement, concierge services, 

relocation and transaction coordination.

We are ready to put our international reach and ability to work for you.

Global Reach.  Local Roots.
www.WilcoRelo.com   •   512.220.RELO (7356)

  

Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting: December 11 at 11:00 am, 2300 Greenhill #200, Round Rock
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Recent Property listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78634 Star Ranch 516 Wiltshire Drive 4br/3ba $288,500 2,724 Carmen Canto Keller Williams Realty 512-630-9051

78634 Park at Brushy Creek 307 Pentire Way 3br/2ba $133,900 1,276 Dyron Taylor Keller Williams Realty 512-791-7725

78634 M Wilbarger 1353 CR 137 4br/3ba $447,300 2,648 Marrie Petterson J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-373-6951

78634 Legends of Hutto 1013 Blackman Court 3br/2ba $214,900 1,891 Rebecca Welling Keller Williams Realty 512-771-7948

78634 Legends of Hutto 103 Lone Star Blvd. 3br/2ba $147,000 1,525 Dyron Taylor Keller Williams Realty 512-791-7725

78634 Enclave at Brushy Creek 1301 Knippa Cove 3br/2ba $167,500 2,252 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-0229

78634 Country Estates 103 Matthew Drive 3br/2ba $162,500 2,223 Sherri Forbes Realty Executives, Austin–North 512-775-6167

78634 Brushy Creek Meadows 1010 Warbler Cove 4br/2ba $152,500 2,320 Bertha Godinez Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-635-4222

78660 Wells Point 518 Broken Feather Trail 4br/2ba $169,900 1,980 Lisa Foerster Keller Williams Realty 512-870-7332

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 4709 Randig Lane 4br/2ba $209,990 1,938 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78660 The Park at Blackhawk 3405 Plover Run Trail 4br/3ba $336,575 3,104 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8818

78660 Steeds Crossing 20816 Derby Day Ave. 4br/2ba $169,900 2,133 Tracie Johnson Keller Williams Realty 512-917-7823

78660 Springbrook 17909 Betterman Cove 3br/2ba $159,900 2,233 Andy Allen Keller Williams Realty 512-785-0496

78660 Springbrook 805 Betterman Drive 4br/2ba $167,500 2,379 Patrick McGinley Keller Williams Realty 512-784-2142

78660 Settlers Meadow 15106 Lantern Drive 4br/3ba $187,900 2,411 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-947-8787

78660 Saxony 504 Cedar Lane 3br/2ba $182,900 2,266 Alexandra Marek Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-656-0788

78660 Reserve at Westcreek 19024 Keeli Lane 3br/2ba $180,870 1,632 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78660 Reserve at Westcreek 18833 Keeli Lane 3br/2ba $182,220 1,632 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78660 Reserve at Westcreek 18712 Leigh Lane 3br/2ba $191,330 1,650 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City 512-964-5724

78660 Reserve at Westcreek 18925 Keeli Lane 3br/2ba $196,222 1,772 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78660 Reserve at Westcreek 18801 Leigh Lane 4br/2ba $204,400 2,372 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78660 Mountain Creek 118 Olympic Drive 5br/3ba $259,850 3,114 Linda Botello Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-626-7459

78660 Meadows at Blackhawk 2808 Linville Ridge Lane 4br/2ba $295,000 3,603 Joetta Houghton Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-736-2471

78660 Lakeside at Blackhawk 2929 Winding Shore Lane 4br/3ba $414,326 4,165 John Bawduniak Gatehouse Properties 713-253-3080

78660 Kuempel Trail 16805 Brewer Blackbird Drive 5br/3ba $224,900 3,990 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-251-4950

78660 Heatherwilde 1508 Gardena Canyon Drive 3br/2ba $186,500 2,209 Joshua Hankins ZipRealty 512-550-2948

78660 Falcon Pointe 19712 Copper Point 4br/3ba $213,900 2,165 German Godoy Keller Williams Realty 512-751-8372

78660 Falcon Pointe 19420 Stage Line Trail 4br/2ba $219,900 2,827 Paul Williams Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-785-0186

78660 Fairways at Blackhawk 19324 Vilamoura St. 5br/3ba $330,000 2,757 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 512-203-2985

78660 Commons at Rowe Lane 20904 Windmill Ridge 3br/2ba $265,000 2,930 Joetta Houghton Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-736-2471

78660 Avalon 20124 Wearyall Hill Lane 3br/2ba $235,373 2,313 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 512-801-7718

78660 Avalon 19420 Sangremon Way 4br/3ba $315,000 3,840 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 512-801-7718

78660 Avalon 19808 Moorlynch Ave. 3br/2ba $277,291 2,500 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78660 Avalon 19821 Moorlynch Ave. 4br/3ba $331,304 3,275 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78664 Windy Terrace 2010 Windsong Trail 3br/2ba $164,900 1,758 Christi Baylor Up Realty 512-788-3698

78664 Twin Ridge 502 Peterson St. 3br/2ba $180,000 2,600 Ernesto Hernandez RE/MAX 1 512-968-4663

78664 Turtle Creek Village 521 Freeland Path 3br/2ba $159,900 1,361 Theresa Boisseau Keller Williams Realty 512-796-1368

78664 South Creek 3105 Flameleaf Cove 4br/3ba $194,500 2,532 Lynda Parker Exit–Options Realty 512-964-9848

78664 Silver Leaf 112 Glacier Cove 5br/3ba $342,595 3,633 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78664 Silver Leaf 824 Silver Trail 5br/3ba $311,740 2,926 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78664 Silver Leaf 112 White Fox Cove 5br/3ba $312,240 2,926 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78664 Oak Bluff Estates 1 Forest Mesa 5br/3ba $375,000 3,612 Leisa Ormsbee J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-590-1833

78664 Greenslopes at Lakecreek 1205 Green Terrace 3br/2ba $149,900 1,860 Scott Moore ZipRealty 512-569-9406

78664 Greenridge 729 Boone Valley Drive 4br/2ba $219,900 2,275 Margaret Rhein Prudential Texas Realty 512-630-3146

78664 Greenridge 509 Castebar Drive 4br/2ba $230,000 3,302 Leisa Ormsbee J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-590-1833

78664 Greenridge 19916 San Chisolm Drive 4br/2ba $214,900 3,697 Paula Paulette RE/MAX Capital City III 512-966-8321

78664 Forest Creek 3712 Royal Troon Cove 4br/2ba $259,900 2,901 Karen Covey Goodwin Partners Inc. 512-423-5018

ZIP code guide
78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

1010 Warbler Cove

118 Olympic Drive

1 Forest Mesa

19324 Vilamoura St.

REAl ESTATE

Market Data

Market Data compiled by 
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133

kathryn.fowler@kw.com
On the market  (Oct. 1–31) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

Less than $100,000 9 1 2 49 118 113

$100,000–$149,999 89 78 65 42 39 48

$150,000–$199,999 134 186 67 37 54 68

$200,000–$299,999 255 147 24 61 56 70

$300,000–$399,999 151 30 8 67 82 60

$400,000–$499,999 64 1 7 82 14 96

$500,000–$749,999 32 3 1 64 168 804

$750,000–$999,999 3 0 3 38 0 142

$1 million + 0 0 1 0 0 0

Number of homes sold Average price

Month Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

October 2013 238 125 65 $248,883 $193,105 $156,839

October 2012 229 119 38 $223,506 $166,764 $154,750

September 2013 256 139 61 $232,460 $180,303 $157,959

August 2013 325 161 77 $242,088 $194,147 $163,542

July 2013 362 186 64 $246,864 $187,184 $172,685

June 2013 320 138 38 $252,716 $190,841 $166,426

May 2013 305 142 46 $254,883 $177,597 $153,440

April 2013 250 131 46 $236,428 $171,861 $175,507

March 2013 247 110 41 $240,015 $173,036 $160,939
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Saturday, Dec. 7, 9 a.m. 
Market Days, Main Street
Christmas shopping can be done downtown, � nd 
unique crafts, jewelry, home decor and more.
 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m.
Guitar Performance, ArtSpace 231 E. Main St.
‘The Gift of the Magi,’ with the Childbloom 
Christmas Guitar Choir 
 
Sunday, Dec.  8, 3 p.m. 
Round Rock Ballet Folklorico, Prete Main Street 
Plaza, 221 E. Main St
Presents ‘Christmas Posadas’ at Christmas Time 
traditional folk dance.
  
Monday, Dec. 9, 11 a.m. 
Christmas Storytime - Prete Main Street Plaza,
221 E. Main St.
Holiday stories are brought from book to life 
through the magic of storytellers.
 
Tuesday, Dec. 10, 6 p.m. 
Round Rock Jazz Orchestra - Prete Main Street 
Plaza, 221 E. Main St.
End your day downtown and sing along to your 
favorite songs. 

Wednesday, Dec. 11, noon 
Jazzy Lunch - Prete Main Street Plaza, 
221 E. Main St.
Award Winning Stony Point Jazz Band will 
perform, BYO lunch and blanket or lawn chair. 

Thursday, Dec.  12, 
Holiday Pet Pictures  – Prete Main 
Street Plaza, 221 E. Main St.
Pet Parents bring a camera to catch 
your prized pooch with Santa Claus. 
 
Friday, Dec. 13, 6 p.m. 
Movie on the Plaza - Prete Main 
Street Plaza, 221 E. Main St.
‘Polar Express’ a family friendly movie, bring your 
lawn chair or blanket and bundle up.

ARTS IN ROUND ROCK
www.roundrockarts.org

Now through December 13, 2013
Round Rock Arts
Fall Photography and Sculpture Art Exhibit at 
Texas State University Round Rock Campus, 
512-218-7099. 

Now through January 3rd
Christmas Trees, Art and Trains
ArtSpace, 213 E Main Street, Round Rock.

December 5 – December 22
Penfold Theatre, It’s A Wonderful Life
Rice’s Crossing Store at the Old Settlers 
Association, 3300 East Palm Valley Blvd., 
Round Rock, www.penfoldtheatre.org.

AT THE 
LIBRARY
Fri., Dec. 6, 7, 7:45, 
8:30 p.m. • Mon., 
Dec. 9, 3:30 and 7 
p.m. • Weds., Dec. 
11, 9:30 a.m. (Baby-
friendly audience for 

ages 2 and under), and 10:30 a.m. 
Thurs., Dec. 12, 10:30 a.m. 
Fri., Dec. 13, 10:30 a.m.
The Three Little Pigs’ First Christmas Puppet 
Show at the Library
It’s Christmas Eve...who is huf� ng and puf� ng on 
the Three Little Pigs’ roofs?

Tuesday, Dec. 17, 10:30 a.m.
Semillitas de Espanol: a very special Spanish 
Bilingual Storytime at the Library
Come join Natalie Kane of Semillitas de Español 
for a very special music-rich learning experience 
for children 3-6.

12 DAYS OF MAIN STREET
roundrocktexas.gov/12days

Friday, Dec. 6, 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Family 
Night, Main Street
Watch as Main 
Street gets 
illuminated and 
Santa arrives in his 
sleigh. Main Street.

ROUND ROCK ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG
ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

facebook.com/roundrock

December 6 – December 28
Sam Bass Community Theatre, 
Mrs. Bob Cratchit’s 
Wild Christmas Binge
Thursday, Fridays & Saturdays @ 
8:00pm, Sunday Matinees @ 2:00. 
Sam Bass Community Theatre, 600 

N Lee St, Round Rock. www.sambasstheatre.org

Friday, December 13, 7:30 p.m.
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra, 
Free Concert
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church, 
1101 W New Hope Drive, Cedar Park. 
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

Saturday, December 14, 7:30 p.m.
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra, 
Free Concert
St. William Catholic Church,
620 Round Rock W Drive, Round Rock. 
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

Friday, December 20
Round Rock Community Choir and the Round 
Rock Symphony, Holiday Celebration
RRISD Performing Arts Center, 5800 McNeil 
Drive, Austin. www.rrcconline.org
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REAl ESTATE

Recent Property listings ZIP code guide
78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78664 Eggers Acres 517 Heather St. 3br/2ba $174,900 1,870 Lindsay Mitchell e–Executive Realty 512-669-9304

78664 Cambridge Heights 17708 Balmorhea Court 4br/2ba $182,000 2,168 Jody Lockshin Habitat Hunters 512-587-5824

78664 Ashton Oaks 1942 Creek Crest Way 4br/2ba $219,000 2,740 Kenn Renner Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-423-5626

78665 Vista Heights 1029 Zeus Circle 4br/2ba $197,485 2,173 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II 512-704-4672

78665 Teravista 4214 Engadina Pass 5br/3ba $374,000 4,584 Allan Griego Private Label Realty 512-705-0610

78665 Teravista 4489 Heritage Well Lane 4br/2ba $249,900 2,723 Karen McGrath J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-940-4057

78665 Teravista 4512 Wandering Vine Trail 4br/3ba $310,000 2,809 Jason Taylor Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-200-2624

78665 Teravista 1010 Winding Creek Place 4br/2ba $275,000 2,797 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-0229

78665 Teravista 1323 Ridgefield Loop 4br/3ba $333,104 3,005 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II 512-704-4672

78665 Gardens at Teravista Condo 4332 Teravista Club Drive, Unit 25 3br/3ba $374,900 2,722 Nicole Scott Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-632-6790

78665 Sonoma 2351 Paradise Ridge Drive 4br/3ba $249,900 2,686 Patricia Smith Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8277

78665 Sonoma 2154 Paradise Ridge Drive 4br/3ba $240,000 2,351 Debra Meyer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-8467

78665 Ryans Crossing 3851 Willie Mays Lane 4br/3ba $169,900 1,881 Paul Williams Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-785-0186

78665 Paloma Lake 3005 Angelina Court 3br/2ba $210,000 1,691 Shelly Baker RE/MAX 1 512-909-6223

78665 Paloma Lake 3500 Esperanza Drive 3br/2ba $227,960 2,238 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-947-8787

78665 Paloma Lake 2901 Saint Paul Rivera Lane 3br/2ba $340,299 2,532 Doyle Beekman Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8171

78665 Paloma Lake 2920 Castellan Lane 4br/3ba $364,259 3,240 Doyle Beekman Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8171

78665 Laurel Ridge 3926 Haleys Way 3br/2ba $169,900 1,900 Deborah Stevenson J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-468-8210

78665 Lakeside 1518 Gulf Way 4br/2ba $190,000 3,006 Knolly Williams Keller Williams Realty 512-531-2950

78665 Lake Forest 2814 Forest Green Drive 4br/2ba $299,900 2,387 Patrick McGinley Keller Williams Realty 512-784-2142

78665 Indian Ridge 1415 Ashley Drive 3br/2ba $160,000 1,904 Cynthia Bell Keller Williams Realty 512-364-8637

78665 Gardens at Teravista 4332 Teravista Club Drive, Unit 57 3br/3ba $369,000 2,625 Jason Taylor Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-200-2624

78665 Eagle Ridge 1432 Short Horn Cove 4br/2ba $215,670 2,507 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II 512-704-4672

78665 Eagle Ridge 3732 Rams Horn Way 4br/2ba $400,466 2,743 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II 512-704-4672

78665 Eagle Ridge 1072 Zeus Circle 4br/3ba $184,900 2,228 Linda Burns J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-966-9722

78681 Walsh Ranch 3625 Aquamarine Drive 4br/3ba $450,000 3,585 John Hess Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-466-9083

78681 Village at Mayfield Ranch 3721 Gentle Winds Lane 4br/2ba $240,000 2,348 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-0229

78681 Village at Mayfield Ranch 3761 Gentle Winds Lane 4br/2ba $250,000 2,592 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-0229

78681 Stone Oak at Round Rock 3805 Tailfeather Drive 4br/2ba $245,000 3,239 Jennifer Rosas ZipRealty 512-568-0483

78681 Round Rock West 604 Parkview Drive 3br/2ba $194,000 1,680 James Ramsey Keller Williams Realty 512-577-2813

78681 Round Rock West 402 Parkview Drive 3br/2ba $195,000 1,687 Janet Mays Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-653-3626

78681 Preserve at Stone Oak 605 Rock Face Court 3br/2ba $188,500 2,065 Siobhan McCullough Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-293-7976

78681 Preserve at Mayfield Ranch 3451 Mayfield Ranch Blvd., Unit 226 4br/2ba $242,950 2,112 Christopher Wales Property Consultants of Austin 512-748-3754

78681 Plantation 1941 Savannah Drive 5br/3ba $375,000 4,189 Gregory Tran Keller Williams Realty 512-765-4337

78681 Oakland 2207 Spring Hollow Path 4br/2ba $285,500 2,773 Carolina Aceituno Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-217-1218

78681 Mayfield Ranch 3812 Lagoona Drive 3br/2ba $281,900 2,621 Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-233-9775

78681 Crossing Condo 500 Hesters Crossing Road, Unit 401 3br/2ba $89,900 949 Memo Vargas Keller Williams Realty 512-801-9999

78681 Brushy Bend Park 2013 Mayfield Drive 4br/2ba $499,900 2,710 Diane Bennett RE/MAX Capital City II 512-751-0664

78681 Arbor Place 2104 Park Place Circle 4br/3ba $799,990 4,135 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8818

78717 Woods Brushy Creek 8627 Ephraim Road 4br/2ba $229,900 2,208 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-0229

78717 Reserve at Avery Ranch 10500 Avery Club Drive 5br/5ba $879,900 5,865 Gary Dolch Capital City Sothebys Realty 512-656-5627

1010 Winding Creek Place

3926 Haleys Way

3732 Rams Horn Way

10500 Avery Club Drive

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/30/13 and 11/19/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

512-736-9001
www.LegendsVillageII.com
legendsvillage@cbunited.com 

2800 Joe DiMaggio Boulevard  |  Round Rock, TX 78665

Contact us today for more information about becoming a part of this luxurious new 55 and better community. 
Enjoy choice amenities coupled with a mature lifestyle exclusive to Round Rock.

Live Like a Legend

Gated Community  •  Stand Alone Villas  •  Hike & Bike Trails  •  2 Car Garages  •  10 Floor Plans
7 Acre Park  •  Clubhouse  •  Scenic Creek  •  Picnic Areas   •  Maintenance-Free Exterior  •  Low HOA Fees

Nearby Old Settlers Park, Outlet Malls, Golf Courses, Toll Roads, Churches, Hospitals, Shopping and Recreation!

1,256 to 2,448 square feet starting at $257,500

35 79
Kenny Fort Blvd.

Joe Dimaggio 
Blvd.

E. Bowman Rd.
E. Old Settlers Blvd.

Model Home 
OPEN DAILY 

HOLIDAY SPECIAL 8% OFF 
EXISTING INVENTORY PLUS 

SELLING BONUS 
Through January 15, 2014
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Prosthodontics
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CR 111

CR 112
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 1460

University Blvd.

FM 1431

JovanPros.com

T: 716-1200 
4010 Sandy Brook Dr., Suite 208 

Round Rock, Texas 78665 

Now accepting appointments!

Get rid of your glue!... 
Call Dr. Ace to fi nd out about 

denture glue alternatives

Trade Your Glue Tube!

$300 off*
Per Completed Treatment

*$100 / tube up to 3 per patient

$39
Exam & Panoramic X-ray

(regular price $165)
Expires 12/31/13.

UPDATES ON 2013 AND A LOOK AHEAD TO 2014

 TRANSPORTATION   |   CITY & COUNTY   |   COMMUNITY EVENTS   |   BUSINESS   |   DINING

T H E

I S S U E

START 2014 OFF RIGHT

7215 Wyoming Springs Dr Suite 300A 

Round Rock, TX 78681

512.505.5500 | AustinCancerCenters.com

 Treating cancer is caring for people.

Austin Cancer Centers brings  
expert care to Round Rock

Brian Shimkus, MD is now accepting referrals. 
MEDICAL ONCOLOGY |  HEMATOLOGY

GENETIC COUNSELING
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Austin Cancer
Center RR
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