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City identifying areas to improve 
trails and recreation amenities 

Pflugerville pushes new parks plan

Round Rock schools lose out on $56 million

Higher ed funding fails

By JP Eichmiller
The 83rd Texas Legislature 

that concluded in August will 
be remembered as one of missed 
opportunities for many of the 
state’s higher education leaders. 

Specifically, the chance 
to secure billions of dollars 
in funding for construction 
improvements at 58 college 

campuses—including the Texas 
State University and Texas A&M 
Health Science Center campuses 
in Round Rock—was lost when 
Senate Bill 16 failed in the final 
days of the legislative session. 
Despite overwhelming bipartisan 
support, in the end, legislators 
couldn’t resolve their differences 

on how best to appropriate the 
minimum $2.4 billion in tuition 
revenue bonds, or TRBs, the bill 
allotted public universities. 

“It just stinks because every-
thing was ripe for [TRBs] to 
work. ... And everybody wanted 
[the bonds],” said Julie Acevedo, 
a legislative lobbyist employed 
by the city of Round Rock, at 
an Aug. 15 presentation to City 
Council. “It ended up being a big 
game of chicken, and we all lost. I 
don’t think anybody thought this 
would happen.”

The hope in Round Rock was 
that $56 million of the bond rev-
enue included in the bill would 
fund the construction of a new 
87,000-square-foot health profes-
sions building on the Texas State 
University Round Rock Campus. 
The building was advertised to 
legislators as a shared-use facility 
for Texas State and Texas A&M 
that could reduce construction 
costs for both schools. 

Texas State officials said the 
new building would allow the 
school to begin relocating its 

By Korri Kezar
Studies are currently underway in the city 

of Pflugerville to determine the best plan for 
utilizing hundreds of acres of undeveloped 
parkland and increasing interconnectivity 
among existing trails. 

Texas-based urban design firm RVi has 
identified 14 parks for development using 
land the city accumulated through donations 
and leftover acreage from housing develop-
ments. The company is working with the city 
and residents to find the best use for each 
area, and amenity ideas include playscapes 
and playgrounds, community gardens, fish-
ing areas and remote-control car tracks.

RVi is also evaluating the city’s trails sys-
tem to identify where new trails are needed 

and existing trails can be connected. 
“We looked to see what people want and 

what was missing,” said Barbara Austin, vice 
president and director of park planning and 
design for RVi. “We spent a lot of time on the 
ground.”

Halff Associates, a Texas-based architec-
ture and planning firm, has also been hired to 
assist with developing amenities around Lake 
Pflugerville as well as an athletics complex.

“The first phase is to ... determine if there’s 
a need for an athletic field complex,” said 
Lenny Hughes, director of landscape archi-
tecture for Halff Associates. “[The city is also 
looking at] how we can enhance some of 
these natural qualities of the lake area.”

The importance of parks and trails
In a 2012 survey of Pflugerville residents 

conducted by the ETC Institute, 27 percent 

college of health professions 
from San Marcos to Round Rock. 
Texas A&M officials said with the 
additional laboratory space, the 
school could have begun offering 
a complete four-year curriculum 
to its Round Rock–based medi-
cal students. Instead, the failure 
of the bill likely means the post-
ponement of any major con-
struction in Round Rock until at 
least the 2015 legislative session. 

Funding freeze
TRBs have operated as an 

integral revenue source for Texas’ 
public universities for more than 
four decades. According to the 
Texas Higher Education Coor-
dinating Board, the Texas Leg-
islature has approved more than 
$2.1 billion worth of TRBs since 
1991—funds specifically ear-
marked for new campus construc-
tion and facility improvements.

TRBs are actually a misnomer, 
however, in that student tuition 
revenue does not fund the bonds’ 
debt payments. In actuality, the 

See Schools | 42

See Parks | 40

the texas State and texas A&M universities’ leadership 
joined forces in 2013 in an attempt to gain funding from 
the legislature for a new 87,274-square-foot joint-
use facility in Round Rock. the building would allow 
the expansion of programs and add hundreds of new 
students and faculty. the $56 million in funding, however, 
failed to pass the legislature, and the schools will likely 
need to wait until at least 2015 to receive state funding. 
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City of Pflugerville officials are analyzing which areas 
of the city could be developed into parkland. 

Waiting on a building

160
students

Communication 
disorders

students

120

Physical 
therapy

students

123

Respiratory 
care

texas state

students

400

College of  
medicine

texas a&M

Sources: texas State university, texas A&M Health Science center

“It ended up 
being a big game 

of chicken, and 
we all lost.” 

–Julie Acevedo,  
legislative lobbyist employed  

by the city of Round Rock

Potential enrollment from new building

ONlINE ImpacTNeWs.cOm
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stdavids.com/er 2400 Round Rock Ave. • Round Rock, Tx 78681 (512) 341-1000

Scan this code or visit stdavids.com/er

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

In emergency care, the need for speed is critical. St. David’s offers instant access to our Emergency Room wait times. Just scan the QR code with 
your smartphone and in no time you’ll know the current approximate wait time at the St. David’s ER nearest you. St. David’s ER professionals 
are specially trained to provide the highest level of emergency care available — to make you well again. Without making you wait.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627  

or (888) 868-2104.

Check E.R. Wait Times Before You Leave Home. 

12-SDM-0793 SDGT & SDRR ER Campaign Print_V3.indd   2 10/23/12   2:44 PM
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Thank you Round Rock, Pfl ugerville, Hutto 
for making us the #1 volume Kia dealership in Texas

If you want an outstanding 
car buying experience, make the 
decision hundreds of Central 
Texans have already made, and 
head to Round Rock Kia.

With a large selection, Round 
Rock Kia has the vehicle for you. 
Non-commissioned sales associates 

are here to help you � nd the car 
you are looking for.

Want something sleek with 
great gas mileage? Check out the 
Kia Optima with sleek lines and 
great gas mileage, the Forte or Kia’s 
� agship sedan, the Kia Cadenza.

Need more room for friends, 

family and all their gear? Take a 
peek at the Kia Soul, Sportage or 
even larger Cadenza.

And the choices don’t stop there. 
So do yourself a favor and visit 
Round Rock Kia today!

Customers can feel a di� erence 
when they step into Round Rock 

Kia, which is why the 
dealership has so many 
raving fans.

“� is is our second 
Kia in three days. Do 
I need to say more??? 
Very happy,” noted 
Claudia Perez.

Another happy 
customer, Michelle Bitoni said, “My 
experience here today with Jennifer 
was awesome!!! I never felt pressure 
to buy and she was incredibly 
informative and honest. Overall 
my experience was great! My 
entire family has now purchased 
with Round Rock Kia or I’d say I’d 

recommend them to my family!”
As you can see, Round Rock Kia 

is exceeding expectations. � is 
commitment to customers is found 
from all team members from new 
vehicle sales, pre-owned vehicle 
sales, car loans and � nancing, 

certi� ed service department to Kia 
parts and accessories.

Round Rock Kia is committed 
to the highest quality standards 
in the automotive industry, which 
means going above and beyond 
the competition and focusing each 

and every day on the hundreds 
of details that add up to an 
unparalleled automotive ownership 
experience.

Visit Round Rock Kia today. You 
and your pocketbook will be glad 
you did!

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By   Round Rock  Kia

1

ROUNDROCKKIA.COM
Most State-of-The Art Kia 

Dealership in Central Texas!

600 Jeffrey Way @ I-35, Round Rock, Texas
Pictures and Colors for Illustration Purposes Only. 1) Warranty is a Limited Powertrain Warranty. See Us For Details or go to kia.com. 2) 2014 Sorrento: Mode#73222: MSRP 
$24,950, 36 Month Closed End Lease. $2499 + TT&L. Due At Lease Inception. Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 3) 2013 Optima: Model#53222, MSRP $22,150, 36 
Month Closed End Lease. $1999 + TT&L. Due At Lease Inception. Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. 4) 2013 Soul: Model#B1512: MSRP $17,200, 39 Month Closed 

End Lease. $1995 + TT&L. Due At Lease Inception. Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit.

866-302-0899
NORTHBOUND I-35 

FRONTAGE ROAD NEXT 
TO CENTRAL TEXAS 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON

TOLL
FREE:

New 2013 KIA 
OPTIMA

Several To 
Choose!

Several To 
Choose!$$$$$$ 2

Per
MMMooonnnttthhh

3Per
MMMooonnnttthhh

Several To 
Choose! 4

Per
MMMooonnnttthhh

New 2014 KIA 
SORENTO

New 2013 KIA 
SOUL

“I NEVER FELT PRESSSURE 
TO BUY… MY ENTIRE 
FAMILY HAS NOW 
PURCHASED WITH ROUND 
ROCK KIA.”
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Our holiday food drive is Oct 14th – Nov 15th.  Drop off non-perishable food items at 
any � re station or cash donation at our Administration Of� ce.

Join your neighborhood � re� ghters for � re safety demonstrations, 
station and engine tours, and fun!

Please go to www.p� ugerville� re.org and sign up to receive the Fire Department’s quarterly 
free e-newsletter, The Dispatch. Stay informed about department developments, � re prevention 

tips, services provided and special programs. 

Join

Ple
fre

any � re station or cash donation at our Administration Of� ce.

– the number of 
wildfires responded 
to in 2012

57

$535

1 in 5

ESD No. 2 
By the Numbers:

Ignite the 
Cause!
Donate at

Like us on Facebook at 
FirstInPfoundation

– the maintenance 
cost each day   
spent on aging fleet

– the number of 
medical calls    
that are cardiac 
related events

Support Us at 
www.pflugervillefire.org

Help us at Austin’s Pizza in  
Pflugerville each Friday 4:00 to 
11:00 with 15% of total sales 
benefiting the Pfoundation.

Come see us at the Pfamily 
Pfestival at Stone Hill Town 
Center October 5th.

Enjoy our Priority 1 Chili at the  
ChiliPfest October 19th.

Plan & Protect
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FROm ThE EDITOR
For Texans with 

an active interest in 
government, there are 
few experiences that can 
top witnessing a legisla-
tive session firsthand. 
The biennial confluence 
of lawmakers is similar 
to a sporting event in 
that audience members 
often have a rooting 
interest—be it a political 
party or bill—and they 

sometimes are able to witness upset defeats and come-
from-behind victories. Unlike in sports, however, there 
is no running score with which to track a bill, and its 
success or failure is often impossible to predict until the 
governor puts pen to paper and signs it into law. 

Texas residents received a demonstrative lesson in  
the fickle nature of legislation this year with the failure 
of Senate Bill 16. The first of literally thousands of  
bills filed by legislators prior to and during the  

83rd Legislature, SB 16 sought to provide Texas pub-
lic universities with billions of dollars worth of bond 
revenue to fund capital improvements. The bill, which 
would have provided funding for the expansion of the 
Texas State University and Texas A&M Health Sci-
ence Center campuses in Round Rock, died in the final 
days of the session when senators and representatives 
couldn’t agree on how to divide the money among 58 
institutions statewide. 

“Let’s just say that sometimes pride and ego gets in 
the way of policy,” State Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round 
Rock, said when asked how SB 16 could fail despite 
receiving overwhelming bipartisan support. 

In this month’s front-page story, “Higher ed funding 
fails,” we break down the specifics of the bill’s path to 
failure and what the ramifications are for the future of 
higher education in Round Rock.

Jp eichmiller
ediTor

jeichmiller@impactnews.com

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
Take The pOll

lasT mONTh’s pOll ResulTs

Do you believe the use of electronic 
voting centers in Travis and Williamson 
counties will increase voter turnout?

  yes, it will make voting more convenient

  yes, it simplifies the voting process

  Maybe, if voters are passionate about the election

  no, election day voting is still an inconvenience

  no, voters are mostly interested in national elections

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll.

look for the results right here in next month’s print edition  
of Community Impact Newspaper.

Do you think cities’ economic 
incentive deals with private 
companies benefit residents?
Maybe. it depends on the company’s ability to bring jobs 
and how much incentive the city agreed to provide. 

  32.18% 
no. Residents’ tax dollars should only be used to support 
municipal services and projects.

  22.99% 
yes. large companies are necessary to boost the local 
economy.

  19.54% 
yes. it’s beneficial to bring in new shopping, entertainment 
and employment options.

  17.24%
no. i don’t believe it’s a city’s responsibility to help boost 
private companies.

  8.05%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 9/4/13–9/19/13

in this edition, we have included an election guide beginning on 
page 18, detailing the political candidates and ballot issues on 
which local residents will vote on nov. 5. for the first time, both 
Williamson and travis counties will be using voting centers, 
which allow residents the option of using any county polling 
location on election day to cast their votes. We would like to 
know what you think about the incorporation of voting centers.

in the September issue, we wrote about the incentive pack-
ages offered by local cities to secure a water park and a ma-
jor retailer. We asked readers how they viewed the deals.

2014 Legacy 2.5i 
Premium CVT Sedan  

$259mo

2013 S60 T5 FWD
$299mo

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

$299/month for 24 mo lease w/$2379 due at signing, MSRP $32795 10K miles per year.  Payments do not include tax, title, license and doc fee. With approved credit, stock #V4672. Exp 9/30/13.

Model EAB P01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $259, 
� nal pymt / residual = $11,794. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,001. Stk# Z8922 All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. 1All regular scheduled 
maintenance must be completed at Subaru of Georgetown. See dealer for details. *Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory scheduled mainte-
nance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes � rst.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals, coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 1-2-2014 

and reside within the promotional area. At participating dealers only. See dealer for program details and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other o� er. Dealer 
participation may a� ect � nal negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only. MPG � gures are estimated highway, results vary. O� ers expire 9/30/13.

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819f

Zero Down Payment!

ZERO DOWN PAYMENT

Pay Nothing for 3 Months 
WHEN YOU BUY OR LEASE ANY 2013 VOLVO
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have the franchise location open by early 
2014. The new facility will encompass 
approximately 11,500 square feet in 
addition to age-specific playgrounds and 
a splash pad, all located on 1.7 acres of 
land. The preschool will offer day care for 
children ages 6 weeks to 6 years of age as 
well as after-school care for children up 
to 12 years old. The school is currently 
accepting applications for enrollment.  
512-310-8033.  
www.primroseroundrocknorth.com

Relocations

9  The Yoga Room relocated Sept. 28 
from its former location at 901 Round 
Rock Ave., Ste B-302, to a customized 
location at 503 E. Palm Valley Blvd., 
Ste 220. Owner Zelinda Yanez said the 
new location includes two yoga studios 
encompassing 1,950 square feet of space. 
The business offers a variety of classes 
for all skill levels as well as specialty 
yoga classes for multiple sclerosis and 
fibromyalgia patients. Membership and 
individual class rates are available.  
512-944-0426. www.rryogaroom.com

10  Owners Michelle Schlenker and 
Rodney Anderson relocated Twisted 
A CrossFit from North Austin to 1700 
Bryant Drive, Stes. 205 and 206, on Aug. 1. 
Schlenker said the business offers one-hour 
group CrossFit classes for customers of 
all ages and abilities. Individual training 
classes are also available for youth athletes. 
Monthly memberships are available.  
512-844-2538. www.twistedafitness.com

11  The Bell Collection relocated July 1 
from its former location at 3570 Rocking 
J Road, Ste. A, to 214 N. Lampasas St. 
Owner John Cockle said the business 
produces and sells sterling silver pendants 
and charms. All of the casting and foundry 
work for the pieces is done on-site.  
512-219-9051. www.collectbells.com

12  The city of Round Rock relocated 
its Building Inspections and Permitting 
Department on Sept. 20 from its former 
location at 2008 Enterprise Drive to the 
first floor of the McConico Building at 
301 W. Bagdad Ave. According to a city 
news release, the move was facilitated to 
improve customer service by locating the 
division in the same building as other city 
permitting offices. 512-218-5550.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Expansions

13  All Stars Unlimited unveiled an 
expansion of its facility at 3810 Gattis 
School Road, Ste. 112, on June 10. Owner 
Nicole Ramirez said the business doubled 
its operating space to a total of 5,000 
square feet. The business is a locally 
owned gymnastics and cheerleading club 
that offers classes for boys and girls ages 
18 months to 18 years old and operates 

Round Rock

Now Open

1  Spasocial, a 12,000-square-foot 
full-service spa, opened Oct. 1 at 7720 
O’Connor Drive. Owner Amanda Lyles 
said the business offers a wide range of 
massage, facial and waxing services. The 
location includes an indoor pool, sauna, 
hot tub and steam room as well as private 
men’s and women’s areas and couples’ 
suites. The business also offers two private 
party rooms, a wine bar and a gift shop. 
Membership and single-day service 
options are available. 512-291-6413.   
www.spasocial.com

2  Owner Dee Ong opened Harvey’s Hair 
& Nails on June 17 at 1205 Round Rock 
Ave., Ste 123. The business offers full-
service treatments for artificial and natural 
nails including manicures and pedicures. 
Other services include facials, haircuts and 
styling, eyelash treatments and massages. 
The business also accepts reservations for 
group parties. 512-218-5077.  
www.harveyhairnails.com

3  Yoga Practice for You, a privately 
owned yoga studio, opened Aug. 5 at 1050 
Meadows Drive, Ste. 306. Owner Gud Jon 
Bergmann said the business caters to all 
yoga ability levels but specializes in classes 
for beginning-level men and women over 
the age of 60. Class schedules are available 
online. 512-241-9638.  
www.yogapracticeforyou.com

4  Green Mesquite Barbecue & More 
opened Aug. 19 at 2601 S. I-35, Ste. B-100. 
The new location represents the third 
Central Texas Green Mesquite restaurant 
for owner Joe Reese. Green Mesquite 
specializes in barbecue, burgers, fried 
catfish, chicken-fried steak and more. The 
new location offers full-service dining, 
delivery, catering and a private party room.  
512-341-0200. www.greenmesquite.net

5  Owner James Arnold opened Austin’s 
Best Coin and Gold Exchange on 
Sept. 3 at 309 W. Main St., Ste. 116. The 
business specializes in the purchase and 
sale of gold, silver and precious metals 
in the form of coins, jewelry, bullion, 
flatware and scraps. 512-585-7067. www.
austinsbestcoinandgoldexchange.com

6  Austin-based franchise owner Austaco 
opened the company’s 80th Texas Taco 
Bell franchise Aug. 30 at 4301 Sunrise 
Road. The newly built quick-serve 
restaurant location includes drive-thru 
service and features an updated Taco Bell 
franchise design. 512-327-4654.   
www.austaco.com

Coming Soon

7  Owner and Executive Chef Rob Snow 
is planning to open Greenhouse Craft 
Food on Oct. 5 at 1400 E. Old Settlers 
Blvd., Ste. 110. Snow said the restaurant 
features a casual farm-to-table concept 
specializing in offering local ingredients. 
The lunch menu includes hamburgers, 
sandwiches and more, and dinner entrees 
include steaks, pork chops and lamb 
specials. The restaurant will also serve 
breakfast on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  
512-366-5567.  
www.greenhousecraftfood.com

8  Construction has begun on a new 
facility that will host Primrose School of 
Round Rock North at 4271 Sunrise Road. 
Owners Kevin and Reena Bhakta plan to 
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competitive teams. Payment rates are 
based on monthly tuition, and free trial 
classes are available. 512-310-5822.  
www.allstarsunlimited.com

Name Change

14  On Aug. 29, owner Chuck Pak 
converted PH Lube, Tune and Wash at 
1212 Round Rock Ave. into two new 
businesses. Mobil 1 Lube Express 
operates out of the same space as the 
former business and offers oil changes 
and state vehicle inspections. Pak said 
he converted the former car wash into 
four new mechanic bays and operates PH 
Automotive out of the new space. PH 
Automotive offers full-service automobile 
repair and maintenance as well as 
electronics troubleshooting.  
512-238-1300. www.mobil1usa.com,  
www.phautomotive.com

Pflugerville

Now Open

15  Owner Erika Eschberger opened Lucky 
Lounge at 15603 Spring Hill Lane, Ste. 
104, on Sept. 24. Eschberger said the bar 
and lounge offers beer and wine as well as 
touch-screen video games and televisions 
for patrons. 512-592-2837

16  Owner Chris Cho opened the fifth 
Austin-area Jersey Mike’s Subs franchise 
location Sept. 11 at 1608 Town Center 
Drive, Ste. 500, in the Stone Hill Town 
Center. The business offers made-to-order 
subs and sandwiches featuring freshly 
sliced meats and bread baked in-house 
daily. 512-990-5100. www.jerseymikes.com

17  Pflugerville Comfort Dental opened 
Oct. 3 in a newly constructed medical 
office at 305 N. Heatherwilde Blvd., Bldg. 
D, Ste. 1. Owner Dr. Lakshmi Balaraman 
said the private practice offers general 
dental, cosmetic and family dentistry 
services. By-appointment and walk-in 
customers are accepted. 512-686-2999.  
www.pflugervillecomfortdental.com

18  Owner Abid Khutliwala opened an 
AIO Wireless franchise Sept. 28 at 1552 
FM 685, Ste. 105. The business offers 
cellular phone and data use plans that do 
not require contracts. Financing for phones 
and tablets is also available. The store 
carries Android and Apple smartphones, 
basic phones and ZTE tablets.  
512-251-3939. www.aiowireless.com

Relocations

19  Owner Ninette Winston relocated 
Workout Room on Sept. 9 from 2700 
Pecan St. West, Ste. 302, to 15635 Vision 
Drive, Ste. 103. Winston also merged the 
business with owner Fred Sasfani’s Bodies 
by Design. The merged business has been 
renamed Bodies by Design Workout 
Room and offers small-group training 
with personalized workouts, large-group 
boot camps, and senior fitness and Zumba 
classes. Free consultations as well as 
membership options are available.  
512-652-8857. www.bbdforlife.com

20  Co-owners Chris and Sher Senior 
completed the relocation Aug. 28 of their 
Domino’s Pizza franchise from 15608 
Spring Hill Lane, Ste. 105, to a newly 
renovated building at 1420 Wells Branch 
Parkway, Ste. 105. Sher Senior said the new 
location is the first Austin-area Domino’s 
franchise to feature dine-in seating that 
allows customers to watch their pizzas 
being made and eat at the restaurant. 
The franchise also provides delivery and 
carryout. 512-251-0996.  
www.dominos.com

New Ownership

21  Beau Dawson took over ownership 
of Flower Child, located at 103 Pecan St. 
West, Bldg. A, on Sept. 10 from former 
owner Joe Solis. Dawson also renamed 
the business Beau’s Flower Child. The 
business offers full-service flower design, 
tuxedo rentals and dress design. Dawson 
said the business is expanding into a one-
stop special event shop. 512-251-8869.   
www.beausflowerchild.com

Anniversaries

22  Wink Boutique, located at 403 
Pecan St. West, celebrated its one-
year anniversary of business Sept. 15. 
Owner Dana Smyth said the gift shop 
specializes in personalized engraving and 
monogramming, all done on-site. The 
business is hosting an open house Oct. 9 to 
celebrate the anniversary featuring snacks, 
refreshments and special sales.  
512-990-0008

In the News

Community Impact Newspaper received 
nine awards in the National Newspaper 
Association’s 2013 Better Newspaper 
Contest and Better Newspaper Advertising 
Contest at the NNA convention in Phoenix 
on Sept. 14. The Better Newspaper Contest 
and the Better Newspaper Advertising 
Contest recognize achievement in writing, 
advertising and graphic design.
Staff recognitions included: Shawn 
Arrajj, Best Environmental Story, first 
place; Joe Lanane, Best Environmental 
Story, third place; JP Eichmiller, Best 
Education/Literacy Story, first place; 
Annie Drabicky, Best Agricultural Story, 
honorable mention; Jean Henric and 
Rachel Slade, Best Use of Color, second 
place; Jackie Brunk and Emily Roberts, 
Best Use of Color, honorable mention; 
Cathy Chedrawi, Best Use of Ad Color, 
third place; Jason Suarez, Best Single Ad 
Idea—Color, honorable mention; Emilie 
Boenig, Joe Lanane, Sarah Mangum and 
Derek Sullivan, Best Newspaper Website, 
first place.

Hutto

Now Open

23  Owners David and Ani Torres opened 
Sierra Cleaners on Sept. 4 at 151 Exchange 
Blvd., Ste. 100. The business offers dry 
cleaning, laundry, tailoring and alteration 
services for garments, jackets and bedding 
items. Same-day service is offered for items 
dropped off by 9 a.m. 512-846-2942 news or questions about Round Rock, pflugerville or 

Hutto? e-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by JP Eichmiller

Amanda Lyles opened Spasocial in Round Rock 
on Oct.1. 

1

The Yoga Room relocated to 503 E. Palm Valley 
Blvd. in Round Rock on Sept. 28.

9

Owner Chris Cho opened a Jersey Mike’s Subs 
franchise in Pflugerville on Sept. 11.

Beau Dawson took over ownership of Beau’s 
Flower Child in Pflugerville on Sept. 10.

16

21

Jp
 e

ic
hm

ill
er

c
o

ur
te

sy
 t

he
 y

o
g

a 
R

o
o

m
Jp

 e
ic

hm
ill

er
Jp

 e
ic

hm
ill

er

John F. McEntire, 
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek, 
DDS

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

512-642-5994

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o mFind us on 
Facebook!

O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express

Our Gold Standards:
• Comfortable, Modern Office
• Care with a Gentle Touch
• On-Time Scheduling
• Family Block Appointments
• Conservative Treatment
• Fun for Kids
• Insurance Friendly
• Monthly Payment Plans
• Emergencies Seen Promptly
• Sedation Dentistry Available
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Please welcome these physicians joining the expanding network of care provided by 
Scott & White Healthcare. Visit sw.org to learn more about our unique collaborative 
approach or call 512-509-0200 to make an appointment. Now accepting new patients.

Scott & White Healthcare accepts most major insurance plans, including Medicare.

Hector M. Medina, MD, MPH 
Cardiology 

Scott & White Specialty Clinic -  
302 University Boulevard

Bradley R. Berg, MD
Pediatrics

Scott & White Specialty Clinic -  
425 University Boulevard

Anuj Sharma, MD
Family Medicine

Scott & White Clinic –  
Round Rock West

Darrin H. Dotson, OD
Optometry

Scott & White Specialty Clinic -  
302 University Boulevard

Heather Fullerton, MD
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

Scott & White Specialty Clinic -  
302 University Boulevard

Now Working in Round Rock.
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Lower basin suffers during drought 
Rice-farming counties adjust after being cut off from LCRA

WATER
Ronald Gertson, Colorado Water Issues Committee

Rice farmers such as gertson have 
attempted to grow replacement 
crops such as corn, sorghum and 
milo, but they are all deep-rooted 
plants, he said, making them 
difficult to grow in the lower basin’s 
shallow topsoil. “if they were viable 
[alternatives], we’d already be 
growing them because they require 
less water,” he said.

Laurance Armour, Pierce Ranch

Paul Sliva/Haskell Simon, rice farmers

Stephen Zapalac, Capital Farm Credit

Buddy Treybig, Buddy’s Seafood

the lower basin 
has shown Austin-
area water users 
the effects a 
drought can have, 
Armour said. He is 
not optimistic that 
rice farming will 

remain a viable industry in his area. 
“i don’t think these towns will dry 
up and go away, but i think they’ll 
sort of stagnate until such time that 
Houston arrives and residential 
development occurs,” he said.

As multigenerational Matagorda 
county rice farmers, Sliva 
and Simon said the future of 
rice production in Matagorda 
county will be in jeopardy if 
lcRA cuts off the area from 
irrigation water a third year in a 
row. “i know lake levels are bad 
for business up there, but the 
impact is not near as severe up 
there as it is down here on our 
local economies because of 
how important agriculture is,” 
Sliva said.

one-quarter of 
all loans Zapalac 
disperses are 
related to rice 
farming. He said he 
would be reluctant 
to lend money 
to rice farmers 
interested in 

repurposing equipment to farm other crops. “it’s just 
the kind of land that’s not fit for farming row crops,” 
he said. “not unless you can irrigate it—and if you 
can irrigate it, then you can farm rice.”

the lack of consistent 
freshwater flowing into 
Matagorda Bay is cutting the 
populations of shrimp, crabs 
and fish, treybig said. He said 
existing policies only allow 
one-fifth of the necessary 
freshwater to keep the 

bay’s ecosystem alive. “it’s not because of the 
drought,” he said. “the drought just escalates it.”

MaTagOrda

WHarTON

COlOradO

By Joe Lanane 
For the past two years, the Lower Colorado 

River Authority board has cut off water that 
downstream rice farmers traditionally accessed 
from the Highland Lakes, which provide water 
to Austin, Cedar Park, Leander, Pflugerville and 
many Lake Travis–area communities, among 
other municipalities.

Without water to irrigate the lower basin’s 
long-established rice farms, many operations 
have declined 80 percent–90 percent, resulting in 
far-reaching economic consequences.

Even this year’s 68th annual Bay City Rice 
Festival had a more somber tone than usual, with 
water education among the scheduled events. 
And without any end in sight to the ongoing 
drought, the area is now bracing for the possibil-
ity of being cut off in 2014 from Highland Lakes 
water for the third straight year.

TexaS

Savage family, Triangle Rice Farms

After 100-plus years in the rice-farming 
industry, the Savage family finds itself 
at risk of losing its key market share as 
one of the only texas-based organic rice 
distributors. in total, 5 percent of all u.S. 
rice production occurs in the lower basin, 
Harley Savage said. “We’re trying to keep 
our markets we could lose because if 
you’re a non-reliable supplier ... they look 
for somebody else,” he said. “We’re not 
the only guys on the block.”

Matagorda County  
Judge Nate McDonald

Mitch Thames, president of the Bay City 
Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture

Attracting industry 
requires reliable 
flowing water, 
Mcdonald said, 
making colorado 
River water essential 
to the lower basin. 
“the coast of texas 

is the nursery for the whole state, not 
only in the way of habitat and wildlife, 
but also in the way of industry,” he 
said. “And it takes water to move 
industry. if we leave it all up there in 
the reservoirs we created ... then we’re 
not fueling these industries.”

trying to attract a movie theater and 
other businesses to Bay city has proven 
difficult, thames said. Without help to 
fund downstream reservoirs, he said he 
worries about his community’s long-
term economic interests. “Just because 
the city of Austin is between us and the 
lakes, why should we be limited from 

growing so they can grow?” he said. “i’m trying to grow 
this community ... and in this world, you’re either growing 
or you’re dying in population.”

For more information visit impactnews.com
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at wellmed, we devote an entire team to care for you.

We’d like to 
welcome you 
to our family.

10 medical locations to  
serve you in the austin area
—11

Toll Free: 855-790-2064
wellmedmedicalgroup.com

PRT-F/L-TJ060713

The very first time you call us.  
The moment you walk through our doors.  
You’ll feel the WellMed difference. 
A sense of welcome and genuine caring. Every last one of us, from our doctors and 
nurses to our assistants and technicians, has the same focus: to give you absolutely 
the best, most attentive healthcare you have ever experienced. We make it a point 
to treat every one of our patients as we would a true friend or a family member. 
Not merely a name and number on a chart. And we offer you a long list of services 
that you won’t find just anywhere else.

For over 20 years, WellMed has been known as an innovative leader in senior 
healthcare services. And during that time, we have welcomed tens of thousands  
of patients into our WellMed family. We would like to extend the same invitation  
to you. If you are interested, please give us a call at 855-790-2064. We’d love for 
you to join the WellMed family!

•  Convenient locations  
and doctors near you

•  Doctors and staff that 
treat you like family

•  More personal,  
detailed appointments

•  On-site Laboratory

•  Personalized senior care 
to improve your health

we offer:

synerg-16971-01 CI RPH 10x12.25-Oct2013.indd   1 9/23/13   1:53 PM
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It’s Time Texas spotlights healthy living
By Shawn Arrajj and Korri Kezar

It’s Time Texas, a statewide 
grass-roots cause promoting 
healthy lifestyles, is encouraging 
communities throughout Texas 
to join in a friendly competition 
to see who is the most dedicated 
to healthy living.

The Healthy at H-E-B Com-
munity Challenge, which runs 
until Oct. 31, seeks to motivate 
individuals and organizations to 
make healthy living the norm in 
Texas. Although the competition 
has already started, an individ-
ual or community can enter the 
fray at any point.

Cities compete against each 
other by earning points for a 
variety of activities. For a com-
munity to be eligible to win, its 
mayor must first sign a pledge 
to support healthy living. As of 
Sept. 24, a total of 29 mayors 
have signed up, including those 
in Round Rock, Pflugerville  
and Hutto.

“Pflugerville was thrilled to 
win the first-ever challenge in 
2012,” Pflugerville Mayor Jeff 
Coleman said. “With our more 

than 32 miles of trails, Lake 
Pflugerville, recreation pro-
grams and active community, 
we’re encouraging everyone to 
be Pflugerville ‘pfit.’”

The competition is designed to 
spotlight communities that are 
dedicated to healthy living and 
to incentivize others to make 
healthy living a priority, said 
John Waterman, marketing and 
communications director with 
Active Life, the Austin-based 
nonprofit behind It’s Time Texas. 

Mayors earn points by making 
a video to challenge another 
mayor or by implementing 
health initiatives for their own 
community. Schools earn points 
when teachers upload photos 
and videos of students partici-
pating in healthy activities or 
organize community projects 
such as playground cleanups 
or group walks. Businesses and 
organization leaders sign pledges 
to support the health of their 
employees and can also take on 
community projects.

“The idea is to spotlight health 
and reward [healthy behavior],” 

Waterman said.
Individuals can earn points by 

uploading photos and videos of 
themselves exercising or eating 
healthy or by hosting neighbor-
hood events focused on healthy 
activity. So far, more than 
211,000 individuals have actively 
participated this year.

“The intent is to touch on all 
main aspects of a community,” 
Waterman said.

The competition breaks com-
munities down into five size cat-
egories. Every city in Texas has 
been preregistered by the event’s 
organizers into the appropri-
ate category. A winner will be 
selected for each size group by 
the end of the competition.

Winners receive statewide 
recognition, a trophy, street 
banners and a $1,000 grant to 
support a health project at a 
local school. 

View more details about the 
competition—including a list of 
communities for each size cat-
egory and how individuals can 
get involved—by visiting www.
hebcommunitychallenge.com.

COMMuNITy

(300,000 and up) METRO

(100,000–299,999) LARGE

(40,000–99,999) MEDIUM PFLUGERVILLE, CEDAR PARK

(5,000–39,999) SMALL HUTTO, LEANDER

(1–4,999) EXTRA-SMALL BEE CAVE, VOLENTE

S T A T E W I D E

Source: H-E-B

The Healthy at H-E-B Community Challenge pits communities throughout the state against 
each other to see whose citizens lead the healthiest lifestyles. Cities in five size categories can 
rack up points throughout September and October to compete for grant money, bragging rights 
and the benefits of improved health.

Mayors
Mayors can create a video challenging another mayor, 
sign a pledge to support healthy living or pass a policy 

encouraging healthy living.

SIZE CATEGORIES
AUSTIN

ROUND ROCK

Schools
Schools can organize community events such as 
playground cleanups or group walks or sign a 

pledge to encourage healthy living.

Businesses/organizations
Groups can encourage healthy living among 

employees or launch wellness challenges 
within a company.

Individuals
Individuals can organize neighborhood-wide 

healthy activity or submit images and videos of 
healthy choices.

The winning city in each size category receives a $1,000 grant to support a 
healthy school project–plus a trophy, statewide recognition and street banners.

EARNING POINTS

WIN BIG:

500 County Rd. 117 • Round Rock, TX • 512-255-4545 • www.texasboatrvstorage.com • Mon–Fri 9:30am–6pm • Sat 9am–3pm • Closed Sundays

512-255-4545 • www.texasboatrvstorage.com

On-site assistant manager • Well Lit • Wide Drives 
Professional Staff • Marked Spaces For Easy Identification  

24 Hour Security Surveilllance Cameras

Free Air For Tires • Free Battery Jump 
Controlled Entry • Personal Access Code 
Gate Access 24/7/365 • Solar Trickle Chargers Available

CALL FOR 
MOVE-IN 

SPECIALS

“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture 
resale store that is open to the public. 
Revenue from sales supports the food pantry 
and social service programs. Donations of 
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are 
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation: 
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER

all of the pieces just don’t � t. We can help.

403 W. ANDERSON AVE   •   ROUND ROCK, TEXAS 78664

Head to Heart o� ers Compassionate 
Christian marriage and individual counseling 
which restores hope and healing.

512.733.8000 or 
www.headtoheart.org

Christian Counseling Center

Sometimes...
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By Korri Kezar 
Construction on the final two segments 

of proposed improvements to Kelly Lane 
is expected to begin Dec. 1.

The first segment of the three-phase 
project was completed last year and reha-
bilitated the stretch of Kelly Lane between 
Weiss Lane and Moorlynch Avenue. The 
final phases will be handled concurrently 
and bring improvements to Kelly Lane’s 
two-lane section from Moorlynch Avenue 
to Falcon Pointe Bou-
levard West, and widen 
the road to four lanes 
between Falcon Pointe 
Boulevard West and 
Murchison Ridge Trail. 

“The road needs main-
tenance [between Moor-
lynch Avenue and Falcon 
Pointe Boulevard West], 
but it’s not warranted at 
this time for widening,” 
Pflugerville Assistant City Manager Trey 
Fletcher said. “This is the scope we feel 
comfortable pursuing.”

Fletcher said the widening is intended 
to relieve the most congested section of 
Kelly Lane, which sees high amounts 
of traffic because of drivers accessing 
the Falcon Pointe subdivision, schools 

and commercial developments in the 
area, including the planned Hawaiian 
Falls water park at FM 685 and SH 130. 
Fletcher said the city is also in the process 
of building new arterial roads that should 
ease water park traffic on primary thor-
oughfares such as Kelly Lane.

“If congestion occurs, it provides people 
who aren’t going to the water park viable 
alternative means of circulating in that 
general area,” Fletcher said. “We felt this 

was as good of a site we 
could muster to facilitate 
the water park.”

 The improvements will 
also help connectivity for 
drivers looking to travel to 
West Pflugerville or Aus-
tin. Before, travelers had 
to face congestion on Kelly 
Lane or use Weiss Lane.

“Absent Becker Farm 
Road and Colorado Sand 

Drive, all of the traffic relied on Kelly 
Lane for getting into Pflugerville and 
Austin,” Fletcher said. “Kelly Lane is truly 
a critical [roadway] to serving the devel-
opments along that corridor.”

The widening project will also include 
reinstalling a traffic signal at Kennemer 
Drive and installing one more each at 

Colorado Sand Drive and Falcon Pointe 
West Boulevard.

During construction, the city plans 
to keep at least one lane open in each 
direction for drivers on Kelly Lane. Any 
updates on the project or closures will 
be posted on the city’s message board, 
Fletcher said.

Pflugerville ISD Director of Commu-
nications Amanda Brim said that while 
the improvements may cause temporary 
inconveniences for students and parents 
traveling to campuses in the area, the 
district believes the project will ultimately 
assist the district’s growth.

“I think while there may be some short-
term pain for the campuses with any 
construction, I think long-term it’ll be a 
benefit in that area and [for] any future 
campuses that we may build,” Brim said. 
“We know that’s going to be an area of 
continued growth.”

Bidding for the project is set for Octo-
ber, and estimates put the base cost at 
approximately $3.6 million. Construction 
is expected to be completed in December 
2014.

“With the widening and rehabilita- 
tion ... we will have addressed, to one 
extent or another, the entire Kelly Lane 
corridor,” Fletcher said.
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Kelly Lane moves toward final two segment improvements
TRANSPORTATION

Four-lane widening
Between falcon pointe Boulevard 
West and Murchison Ridge, kelly lane 
will be widened to four lanes to ease 
congestion to area schools, homes 
and commercial developments.

access to schools
While vehicles can continue to use 
Benning drive to access the schools, 
pflugerville Assistant city Manager 
trey fletcher said the city's goal 
is to have traffic enter and exit on 
colorado Sand drive.
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that’s going 
to be an area 
oF continued 

growth.”
—Amanda Brim,  pflugerville iSd 

director of communications

Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

Tina Philip, DO
Family Medicine

Travis Bias, DO
Family Medicine

• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations 
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health
• Board Certified    

512.252.1505 www.parkwayprimarycare.com

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112  •  Pflugerville

18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • Pflugerville
Call about our NEW extended hours!

THREE LOCATIONS SERVING AUSTIN:  S. LAMAR - RESEARCH - W. PARMER

Open Mon–Fri 10:00 - 7:00 | Sat 9:00 - 6:00 | Sun 11:00 - 5:00

Save on 2013 model bicycles, spring and summer apparel and 
selected parts and accessories. Shop early for the best selection.

More details at BicycleSportShop.com

*Offer valid thru December 1, 2013. Limit one per customer.

ANY PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE

PRESENT THIS COUPON TO TAKE

AN ADDITIONAL $10 OFF
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the kelly lane corridor has already undergone improvements to its 
two-lane section from Weiss lane to Moorlynch Avenue. further 
improvements will include improving the two-lane section from 

Moorlynch Avenue to falcon pointe West and a four-lane 
widening of the stretch of road between falcon pointe 

West and Murchison Ridge trail.

road rehab road improvements
Between Moorlynch Avenue 

and falcon pointe West, 
the city plans to make 
improvements that will  

increase driveability.

Murchison 
Elementary School

Kelly Lane 
Middle School

Hendrickson 
High School

sidewalks
the project includes building 
and rehabilitating sidewalks 
along the widened section.

medians
Medians will be installed to control 
where traffic can turn.

traFFic signals
A traffic signal will be reinstalled at 
kennemer drive, and signals will be 
added at falcon pointe Boulevard West 
and colorado Sand drive. 
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“Your Family’s Ear, Nose 
and Throat Specialist”

The Office of Dr. Oscar A. Tamez, M.D.

Are You Or Your Children 
Suffering From...

• Snoring?                                                      

• Restless Sleep?                                                        

• Chronic Headaches?

• Nasal Congestion/Obstruction?

• Ringing in the ears (tinnitus)?

• Hearing Loss?

• Dizziness?

• Neck Pain?

• Failed Allergy Testing?

When you study the � ndings 
of the various agencies and 
companies who rate banks 
for strength and security, it 
becomes quite obvious that 
bigger is not necessarily 
better. Of course there are 
exceptions, but you will 
generally � nd that smaller 
banks fare better in the 
quality ratings than the big 
ones do.

Bigger is not better.

Bigger is 
not better.

Rated one of the nation’s 
strongest banks.

Citizens National Bank

201 West Palm Valley Blvd   |   Round Rock, TX 78664  |  512-218-5100   |   www.cnbanktexas.com
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EDuCATION

$25 million high school expansion continues

Compiled by JP Eichmiller and Lyndsey Taylor

Tweetings

hutto isd board of trustees
200 college St., Hutto
512-759-3771. www.hutto.txed.net
Meets second thursday, 7 p.m.

Pflugerville isd board of trustees
1401 W. pecan St., pflugerville
512-594-0000. cms.pflugervilleisd.net
Meets third thursday, 7 p.m.

for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

for these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
impactnews.com.

TweetingsMeetings

round rock isd board of trustees
300 lake creek drive, Round Rock
512-464-5090. www.roundrockisd.org
Meets third thursday, 7 p.m.

austin community college board of trustees
5930 Middle fiskville Road, Austin
512-223-7613. www.austincc.edu
Meets first Monday, 6 p.m.

PFlUgERvIllE  ISD District officials 
announced Sept. 17 that PISD is continu-
ing its Alternative Certification Program 
that began in 2012. The district is specifi-
cally looking to recruit individuals to the 
program who are interested in Spanish 
and Vietnamese elementary bilingual 
education. The program provided the 
district with four bilingual elementary 
teachers last year, all of whom have been 
invited back for a second year. 

ROUND  ROCk  ISD The board of 
trustees adopted a decreased property 
tax rate of $1.3674 for the 2013–14 fiscal 
year Sept. 19. The 2013–14 property tax 
rate is composed of $1.04 for general 
operating and $0.3274 for debt service.

 The rate in 2012–13 was $1.38. RRISD 
adopted a general operating budget of 

$339.4 million for the 2013–14 fiscal year 
June 20. 

The 2013–14 budget includes salary 
increases for teachers, librarians and 
other eligible full-time employees and 
an additional $1.4 million for employee 
health care—which will be paid from the 
general fund budget and fund balance. 

AUSTIN COmmUNITy COllEgE 
The board of trustees adopted a property 
tax rate Sept. 3 that is slightly less than 
the rate of fiscal year 2012–13. The board 
approved a tax rate for FY 2013–14 of 
$0.0949 per $100 of valuation, which will 
cost the average homeowner $214.72 per 
year. On July 1, the ACC board approved 
a budget of about $278 million for the 
2013–14 school year. 

District continues bilingual teacher program

New 2013–14 school property taxes adopted

Board sets reduced tax rate for coming year

ROUND ROCk  ISD Phase 3 of con-
struction on Round Rock High School 
near Deepwood Drive is underway and 
could be finished before its expected 
completion date of Aug. 31, 2014, Project 
Manager Terry Alford said. 

“The project is going really well. We’re 
right on schedule, maybe even a little 
ahead,” Alford said. “We will be ready for 
school next fall.”

Phase 3, designed by architecture firm 
PBK, includes an administration area and 
two academic wings with about 45 class-
rooms, Alford said. Phase 3 is 139,569 
square feet in size and will connect to 
the Phase 2 portion of campus, which is 
where the new cafeteria, library, gymna-
sium and athletic area are located, Alford 
said. Construction began Dec. 1, and 
the budget for the project is $25 million. 
Bartlett Cocke General Contractors, LLC 
is the contractor for Phase 3.

The construction project for Round 
Rock High School was approved by the 
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The Phase 3 expansion of Round Rock High School is expected to be completed by August 2014.

Program information

•	orientation sessions will be held oct. 2 
and oct. 23 at the piSd Administration 
Building, 1401 W. pecan St.  

•	Applications will be accepted through 
nov. 1. 

•	for more information on the program, 
visit cms.pflugervilleisd.net or contact 
program coordinator iran tovar at  
512-594-0157.

Crunching the numbers 

ACC’s new budget
•	includes a 2 percent pay raise for 

employees

•	property tax cost to average home-
owner will be $214.72 in 2013–14

•	Budget includes $45.8 million in state 
funding and $80 million in tuition revenue

45 classrooms

$25 m 
Budget for project

2 academic wings
139,569  

square feet

board in 2008 with the agreement that 
the construction be spread out into four 
phases, said Alan Albers, RRISD’s prior 
executive director of operations and 
facilities. Albers retired Aug. 31.

For more information about the project, 
including the construction webcam and 
2008 bond information, visit  
www.roundrockisd.org.
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The new addition will include a library and gym.

My business 
needs ACC grads.
My business 
needs ACC grads.

Charles B.
Owner of Solid Prototype 
and former ACC student

Learn more
austincc.edu

Austin Community College
I am ACC, Charles
Community Impact
4.9167x2.94 CMYK
Runs August 2013

Expires 11-30-2013    Valid at East Round Rock location only with this coupon. 
May not be combined with any other offers.

No-risk Complimentary
Assessment ($99.00 value)

Grand Opening of Mathnasium of East Round Rock
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Christ-Centered

Advanced Placement & Pre-AP Courses

Nationally Accredited

For admissions information call 512.248.2547 
Visit chsaustin.org

NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL 2014

1500 Royston Lane, Suite A • Round Rock, Texas
Near I-35 & Grand Ave. Pkwy.We have a desk for your student.

SERVING PFLUGERVILLE, ROUND ROCK & THE GREATER AUSTIN AREA

PROSPECTIVE PARENT DAY
October 30, 2013

School Tours Call For Info!

$0 
per month 

to enhance 
your Medicare 

coverage1

Now enrolling. 
To learn more, call one of our 
licensed insurance agents in 
Georgetown at 512-270-6907 
or call TTY 1-800-735-2989 for 
hearing-impaired assistance. 
Monday – Friday • 8 am – 5 pm 
www.SeniorCareTexas.org

Scott & White Health Plan SeniorCare2 (Cost) HMO offers low co-pays, 

preventive services at no charge, a large network of providers to choose from, 

emergency coverage3 and more—all for a $0 monthly premium so you can 

save more of your retirement money. 

Don’t miss out on our lowest premium plan.

H4564_SCADTRUST1OE_REV_2013   CMS Accepted 08262012 H4564

1You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. 
2 Scott & White Health Plan is a Medicare-approved HMO plan.
3 Emergency care is limited to the United States for our Select plan members. The bene� t information 
provided herein is a brief summary, not a comprehensive description of bene� ts. Limitations, copayments 
and restrictions may apply. For more information contact the plan. Bene� ts, formulary, pharmacy network, 
premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.

Scott & White Health Plan member Bill Mateja with 
Insurance Agent Eileen St. Amant.



Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • October 2013 NeWs  17

2014 Travco budget projections
•	property tax revenue will increase  

by $23.3 million
•	taxes of new properties will account 

for $11.5 million
•	the county carries more than  

$632 million in debt obligations

CITy & COuNTy
Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar, Audrey Spencer and Joe Olivieri

City mural to be unveiled at Olde Tyme Days

Chamber president announces resignation 

Commissioners maintain 2012–13 tax rate

New county budget, 
tax rate approved

Police Chief Tim Ryle 
announces retirementhUTTO A new mural 

that is slated to be 
painted and mounted in 
downtown Hutto is aim-
ing to attract visitors to 
the city.

Local artist Suzanne 
Huser will complete the 
8-foot-by-16-foot mural, 
which will include scenes 
from the city’s history, 
the Hutto mascot—a hippo—and the 
orange crush day lily, the city’s flower. The 
mural will be on display at 101 East St.

“This mural will be the first public  
art piece to have been done there, and 
we hope to attract visitors from Hwy. 79 

to visit downtown and explore Hutto,” 
Hutto Downtown Manager Kim McAu-
liffe said.

Work on the mural will began in 
September and will be finished by Hutto 
Olde Tyme Days on Oct. 19.

ROUND  ROCk The Chamber of Com-
merce and Economic Development 
Partnership announced Sept. 13 the res-
ignation of President/CEO Doug Kurkul, 
effective immediately.

According to a news release from the 
chamber, the board of directors is form-
ing a search committee to find Kurkul’s 
replacement.

“Under Doug’s leadership, the cham-
ber’s membership grew, and our reten-
tion and recruitment efforts were out-
standing,” said Bryant Smith, chairman 

of the board for the chamber. “We are 
thankful for Doug’s leadership, and wish 
him the best in his future endeavors.”

Kurkul was named president/CEO of 
the chamber in 2010.

Prior to coming to Round Rock, 
he served as CEO of the Reno-Sparks 
Chamber of Commerce from 2007–10. 
Other prior experience includes a 21-year 
career with the National Association 
of Manufacturers and an appointment 
by President Ronald Reagan to the U.S. 
Department of Energy.

WIllIAmSON  COUNTy Commis-
sioners voted Sept. 24 to maintain the 
county property tax rate of 48.9029 cents 
per $100 of property valuation.

Although the tax rate is the same as 
fiscal year 2012–13, increased property 
values will raise more money for county 
operations in FY 2013–14.

Of the total property tax rate, 28.1529 
cents per $100 of property valuation is 
marked for maintenance and operations 
costs, and 20.75 cents per $100 of property 
valuation goes to debt service and roads.

Commissioners approved the FY 
2013–14 budget at $236 million, which 
includes $6.3 million for capital projects.

TRAvIS  COUNTy The Commission-
ers Court approved the county’s fiscal 
year 2013–14 budget and tax rate dur-
ing its Sept. 24 meeting.

Starting Oct. 1, Travis County 
property owners will pay a property tax 
rate of 49.46 cents per $100 of property 
valuation—a decrease from last year’s 
rate. Property owners may end up pay-
ing more for their tax bills, however, as 
overall property values have risen since 
last fiscal year.

Leslie Browder, county executive for 
the planning and budget department, 
said the budget included funding the 
county’s justice system, public safety, 
health and human services. The budget 
also funds maintenance of infrastruc-
ture, parks, roads, and facilities, she said.

ROUND  ROCk 
The Police Depart-
ment is undergo-
ing a change in 
leadership.

Police Chief Tim 
Ryle announced 
Sept. 5 his inten-
tion to retire from 
the department 
in early 2014. Ryle, 54, began his career 
with the Round Rock Police Depart-
ment in 1983. He has served as chief of 
the department since 2011.

“It has been an honor to serve the 
citizens of Round Rock for so many 
years,” Ryle said. “The Round Rock 
Police Department is one of the finest 
law enforcement agencies in the coun-
try. … We have one of the safest cities 
in the country, and that’s due in large 
part to the support the police depart-
ment receives from our citizens, the City 
Council and our peers in the city [staff].”

According to Round Rock City Man-
ager Steve Norwood, the city will con-
duct a nationwide replacement search.

An 8-foot-by-16-foot mural in Hutto is set to be put on display.
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Tim Ryle

Coleman and Cooper retain seats on council
PFlUgERvIllE  Elections 
for mayor and Place 1 on 
City Council were canceled 
at the council’s Sept. 10 
meeting after no one filed to 
oppose current Mayor Jeff 
Coleman or Councilman 
Wayne Cooper.

With his re-election, Cole-
man will serve his third term 
as mayor after being first 
elected in 2007. The city only 
allows individuals to serve as 
mayor for three terms. 

“In this term I would like 
to continue cutting taxes, 
[and] I want to see our road construction 
program improved,” Coleman said. “We 
have predicted where the next housing 
building boom will be in Pflugerville, 
and I want the roads prepared before the 
rooftops are built.”

Cooper was first elected in 2007, and 
with his re-election he will serve his 
third term. In the upcoming year, he 
plans to focus on continuing develop-
ment, relieving utility issues and promot-
ing transparency in city government.

Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman (far left) and Councilman 
Wayne Cooper (fourth from left) have retained their seats.
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News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto, and Williamson and Travis counties

Tweetings

hutto city council
401 W. front St., Hutto
512-759-4033. www.huttotx.gov
Meets first and third thursday, 7 p.m.

Pflugerville city council
100 e. Main St., pflugerville
512-990-6101. www.cityofpflugerville.com 
Meets second and fourth tuesday, 7 p.m.

for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

for these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
impactnews.com.

TweetingsMeetings

round rock city council
216 e. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401. www.roundrocktexas.gov 
Meets second and fourth thursday, 7 p.m.

Travis county commissioners court
314 W. 11th St., Austin 
www.traviscounty.org 
Meets tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Williamson county 
commissioners court
710 S. Main St., georgetown 
512-943-1550. www.wilco.org 
Meets tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

debt service 
16.75 cents*

Roads and bridges 
4 cents*

general fund 
28.1529 cents*

B
re

akin
g down the WilCo tax rate

total tax rate

48.9029
cents*

*per $100 of valuation



18  NeWs

Jade Chang Sheppard
Residency: Austin  
Occupation: Small-business 
owner 
Years lived in district: Two  
Top priorities: Public education, 
health care, pay equity, nurtur-
ing small businesses

Mike VanDeWalle
Residency: Austin  
Occupation: Chiropractor  
Years lived in district: 31  
Top priorities: Stopping Obam-
acare and cutting unnecessary 
regulations, keeping taxes low, 
defending life and liberty

A. I began my career in the Austin tech industry that now 
drives our regional economy. As someone who built a 
company from nothing into a multimillion-dollar enterprise, 
I have a keen understanding for how policies can help or 
hinder small businesses.

A. As a small-business owner and community doctor, I 
have experienced firsthand the job-killing nature of un-
necessary government regulation. For the last 30 years, 
I’ve learned what it takes to create jobs at home.  

A. There are teachers at schools like Parmer Elementary 
who ... are being asked to do far too much without being 
given the proper resources. Anyone who drives to work 
on our highways knows that we also have some serious 
transportation issues. Like the rest of Texas, there are too 
many residents uninsured in the district.  

A. Our biggest priority is stopping the spread of harmful 
government regulation, especially Obamacare. Today, 
doctors and small-business owners in our district have 
mounds of regulations and paperwork that keep them from 
doing what they do best. We need to cut out the destructive 
middleman and get government out of the way.

A. Our schools would be much improved by decreasing 
our state’s reliance on high-stakes testing and increasing 
funding. We could free up funding in the state budget for 
things like education and transportation infrastructure if we 
simply got rid of many of the corporate tax loopholes [Gov.]
Rick Perry used to reward his campaign contributors. 

A. [Former] Rep. Mark Strama did so much for the com-
munities of HD 50, and I would strive to continue his work. 
We need to keep nurturing the tech industry that drives so 
much of our regional economy. We need to continue fight-
ing for funding for our children’s schools and roads.

A. The first bill I would file would fix the problem of 
women continuing to be paid less than comparably quali-
fied men. There is a federal law in place that addresses 
this problem, but women in Texas can’t fight this battle in 
state court, which my bill would fix. 

A. The first thing we’ve got to do is increase efficiency 
by removing the roadblocks to economic growth. When 
doctors spend more than a third of their work day filling 
out Obamacare paperwork, we know we’ve got a huge 
problem. We can take steps to cut these inefficiencies so 
doctors and small businesses can do their jobs better.    

A. I will measure success in our district by how many jobs 
we create, and the best way to do that is cutting harmful 
government regulation and keeping taxes low. As a state 
representative, my charge will be to work tirelessly for our 
economic growth and success. 

A. The number of regulations standing between my 
patients and me is an undue burden that all doctors and 
small businesses have experienced. My first legislative 
priority is to address removing these regulations so we can 
do our jobs efficiently.

Q. What qualifies you for this position?

A. I have worked for the state of Texas at the executive as 
well as at the rule-making level. I have a clear understand-
ing of the legislative process. Given my varied service to 
the community on boards of organizations ... I am keenly 
aware of a variety of issues we are challenged with.

A. I am a husband and father, born in Austin, with deep 
ties to this district. I graduated from Harvard, and [I] have 
an MBA and [Juris Doctor] from The University of Texas. I 
served on active duty in the Marines and continue to serve 
in the Reserves. 

Q. What challenges does District 50 face?

A. Because District 50 goes from far west to far east 
Travis County, the needs are diverse and challenging. 
Voters have told me that our underfunded schools are most 
important to them. Access to health care is another issue 
of importance; we must work to ensure that more Texans 
have comprehensive health care. 

A. We have technology and medical industries booming 
in the north and multigenerational families with hardships 
in the south. We are experiencing rapid growth and must 
balance the discrete needs of rural and eastern Travis 
County with growing suburban areas like Pflugerville and 
well-established neighborhoods in Northwest Austin. 

Q. How would you address those challenges?

A. I would advocate for fully restoring the funding cuts 
made to public education in 2011. We cut public education 
by $5.5 billion in 2011. Every school district in Texas is still 
hurting because of those cuts. In regards to health care, I 
would work to educate the district [residents] about their 
current options.

A. We need to make education ... a priority. We need to 
make sure children are insured and that quality health care 
is accessible to everyone. We need to make it easier for 
people to start small businesses and to recruit large em-
ployers and develop new industries. We need multimodal 
transportation solutions and water solutions.

Q. What would you improve in the district, and how would you accomplish that?

Q. What would be the first bill you would file?

A. Transportation/mobility and voter participation are both 
issues I would like to work on for the district. I will aim to 
serve on the House Transportation Committee and do the 
detailed work involved with that portion of the state budget. 

A. Former HD 50 Rep. Mark Strama authored a bill that 
would allow for online voter registration. I have previously 
stated that I would re-author this bill. Texas legislators 
should fight to ensure that every citizen is able to vote and 
every citizen has access to registration. 

The proposal authorizes the county to issue up to $275 million in bonds for road improvement projects. Round 
Rock–area projects earmarked in the proposal include expansion and/or improvements on North Mays Street, CR 110, 
Kenney Fort Boulevard, RM 620 and University Boulevard. Hutto-area projects include improvements to CR 119 and 
the SH 130 frontage road. 

The proposal would provide up to $16.5 million in bond revenue to fund three new fire stations, the relocation of Station 
No. 3 and the renovation of the department’s Central Station. 

The proposal would provide up to $56.5 million in bond revenue to fund a new multi-field sports complex and a softball 
complex at Old Settlers Park; expansion of the Rock ‘n River Aquatic Center; upgrades and repairs at 10 neighborhood 
parks; and trail improvements and extensions along the Heritage, Brushy Creek and Lake Creek trails.

The proposal would provide up to $23.2 million in bond revenue to fund a new main library as well as a branch library. 

The proposal would provide up to $27.4 million in bond revenue to fund the construction of a joint police and fire depart-
ment training facility. The facility would be built on city-owned landed adjacent to the police department headquarters on 
North Mays Street.

On Aug. 20, the Williamson County Commissioners Court approved calling an election for two bond proposals relating to 
road and park improvements. The first proposition, which the commissioners approved unanimously, includes  
$275 million for county road improvements. The second proposition specifies $40 million for county parks projects. 
Precinct 1 Commissioner Lisa Birkman and Precinct 3 Commissioner Valerie Covey—whose respective precincts include 
sections of Round Rock—voted against the second proposition because they wanted a proposed Taylor event center 
separated into a third proposition. The total bond proposition price tag of $315 million represents a $31 million reduction 
from the proposal put forward by the bond advisory committee in July. The approval of the bonds will not result in an 
increase in the county’s debt service tax rate, according to County Auditor David Flores.

The last county bond election was held in 2006 when county voters approved $228 million in road bonds and $22 million 
in park bonds. 

On Aug. 22, Round Rock City Council approved calling a bond election with four propositions totaling $123.6 million. The 
propositions include capital improvement funding for public safety, parks and library facilities. According to city estimates, 
if all of the bonds are approved, the average city homeowner’s property taxes could increase by $126–$132 annually, 
depending on when the bonds are issued and the interest rates at the time. The maintenance and operation costs of the 
projects would also add approximately $96 in additional annual taxes. 

The Nov. 5 election will represent the first bond proposal the city has put before voters since 2001 when an $89.9 million 
package was approved to fund public works, facilities and public safety improvements. 

A. Strengthening the pillars of the American Dream will 
improve the district, but it will take a team effort with a 
strong leader. I will build on common ground whenever and 
wherever I can while drawing the line when necessary.

A. I’ll work harder than anyone to make the American 
Dream possible for everyone. A Texas Lilly Ledbetter Fair 
Pay Act would go a long way to ensure women get equal 
pay for equal work. 

Texas House District 50 (Includes Pflugerville voters)

Williamson County bonds (Includes Round Rock and Hutto voters) Round Rock bonds

Proposition 1

Proposition 1

Proposition 2

Proposition 3

Proposition 4

The proposal authorizes the county to issue up to $40 million in bonds for park and recreational facility improvements. Up 
to $10 million of the proposal is earmarked for a new events center in Taylor. The only local project specified is the exten-
sion of the Brushy Creek Regional Trail to connect with Round Rock. 

Proposition 2

Celia Israel 
Residency: Austin 
Occupation: Realtor 
Years lived in district: 18  
Top priorities: Mass transit, 
the cost of higher education, 
women’s health, affordable 
housing and land use

Rico Reyes 
Residency: Pflugerville  
Occupation: Attorney and 
officer in the Marine Corps 
Reserves  
Years lived in district: 10  
Top priorities: Public  
education, health care and 
middle-class jobs

2013 ELECTION COVERAGE Find election coverage and results  
at impactnews.com/vote-2013

Special election called to fill seat vacated by former state Rep. Mark Strama
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On Election Day, Nov. 5, Travis and Williamson county voters may vote at any polling location in their respective counties of residence. 

Williamson County
Allen R. Baca Senior Center,  
301 W. Bagdad Ave., Round Rock
Bluebonnet Trail Community  
Services, 1009 N. Georgetown Ave.,  
Round Rock
Brushy Creek Community Center, 
16318 Great Oaks Drive, Round Rock
Cedar Ridge High School, 2801 Gat-
tis School Road, Round Rock
CHASCO Family YMCA, 1812 N. Mays 
St., Round Rock
The Dell Diamond Heritage Center, 
3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd.,  
Round Rock
Faith Baptist Church, 3625 Gattis 

School Road, Round Rock
Fern Bluff MUD Community Center, 
7320 Wyoming Springs Road,  
Round Rock
Hilton Garden Inn, 2310 N. I-35, 
Round Rock
Hutto City Hall, 401 W. Front St., 
Hutto
Hutto Middle School, 1005 Ex-
change Blvd., Hutto
J.B. and Hallie Jester Annex, 1801 E. 
Old Settlers Blvd., Round Rock
Round Rock High School, 300 N. 
Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock
Round Rock Presbyterian Church, 
4010 Sam Bass Road, Round Rock
San Gabriel Rehabilitation & Care 

Center, 4100 College Park Drive,  
Round Rock
Sleep Inn & Suites, 1980 S. I-35, 
Round Rock
Teravista Community Center, 4211 
Teravista Club Drive, Round Rock

Visit www.wilco.org/elections for a 
complete list of polling locations.

Travis County
Brookhollow Elementary School, 
1200 N. Railroad Ave., Pflugerville
Caldwell Elementary School,  
1718 Picadilly Drive, Pflugerville
County tax office, 15822 Foothill 
Farms Loop, Pflugerville

Murchison Elementary School, 
2215 Kelly Lane, Pflugerville
Park Crest Middle School,  
1500 N. Railroad Ave., Pflugerville
Pfluger Hall, 203B E. Pecan St., 
Pflugerville
Pflugerville ISD  
administration building, 1401 W. 
Pecan St., Pflugerville
Rowe Lane Elementary School, 
3112 Speidel Drive, Pflugerville
Spring Hill Elementary School, 600 
S. Heatherwilde Blvd., Pflugerville

Visit www.traviscountyelections.org 
for a list of all polling locations. 

Local Election Day voting locations

Voters may vote at any early polling location within their county of  
residence Oct. 21–26 and Oct. 28–Nov. 1. 

Williamson County
Allen R. Baca Senior Center, 301 W. Bagdad Ave., Round Rock 
Brushy Creek Community Center, 16318 Great Oaks Drive, Round Rock 
J.B. and Hallie Jester Annex, 1801 E. Old Settlers Blvd., Round Rock 
Round Rock Randalls, 2051 Gattis School Road, Round Rock
Williamson County Inner Loop Annex, 301 S.E. Inner Loop, Georgetown

A complete list of Williamson County polling locations may be found at  
www.williamson-county.org/elections.

Travis County
County Tax Office, 15822 Foothill Farm Loop, Pflugerville

A complete list of Travis County polling locations may be found at  
www.traviscountyelections.org.

Local early voting locations

Texans head to the polls Nov. 5 to weigh in on 9 constitutional amendments

Key dates 

Oct. 7: Voter registration deadline

Oct. 21–Nov. 1: Early voting

Nov. 5: Election Day, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Compiled by Krista Wadsworth

Texas residents will have the opportunity to go to the 
polls Nov. 5 to vote on nine amendments to the Texas 
Constitution.

Voters must now provide valid photo identification at the 
polls following a 2011 decision by the Texas Legislature, 
which was backed by a U.S. Supreme Court decision 
earlier this year. The ID must be current or have expired 
within 60 days of being presented at the polling place.

In the 2011 constitutional amendment election, seven of 
10 amendments passed.

Of 13,269,233 registered voters in the state of Texas, 
690,052 voters, or 5.2 percent of registered voters, 
went to the polls for the 2011 constitutional amendment 
election.

In contrast, nearly 8 million Texans, or more than 58 
percent of registered voters, went to the polls in the 
2012 presidential election. 

Of the 653 amendments placed on the ballot by the 
Texas Legislature since the constitution’s adoption in 
1876, 474 have been approved by voters and 179 have 
been defeated.

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an exemption from ad 
valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of 
the residence homestead of the surviving spouse of a 
member of the armed services of the United States who 
is killed in action.”

Explanation: The Legislature could grant the surviving 
spouse of a U.S. military member killed in action a 
property tax exemption for all or part of a homestead.

 

“The constitutional amendment eliminating an obsolete 
requirement for a State Medical Education Board and 
a State Medical Education Fund, neither of which is 
operational.”

Explanation: A requirement for a State Medical 
Education Board and State Medical Fund would be 
eliminated. The fund, created to attract physicians to 
underserved rural areas, was ineffective and has not 
been utilized in 20 years.

“The constitutional amendment to authorize a political 
subdivision of this state to extend the number of 
days that aircraft parts that are exempt from ad 
valorem taxation due to their location in this state for 
a temporary period may be located in this state for 
purposes of qualifying for the tax exemption.”

Explanation: A city, county or school district could 
allow companies to keep tax-exempt airplane parts, 
categorized as freeport goods, in the state longer 
without losing their tax-exempt status. Airplane parts 
are generally held in inventory for longer periods of time 
than most freeport goods because of a lack of customer 
need.

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an exemption from ad valorem 
taxation of part of the market value of the residence 
homestead of a partially disabled veteran or the 
surviving spouse of a partially disabled veteran if the 
residence homestead was donated to the disabled 
veteran by a charitable organization.”

Explanation: The Legislature could authorize a property 
tax exemption for a partially disabled veteran or 
a surviving spouse equal to the percentage of the 
veteran’s disability if the homestead was donated by 
a charitable organization. Property tax exemptions are 
already in place for completely disabled veterans and 
their surviving spouses.

“The constitutional amendment to authorize the 
making of a reverse mortgage loan for the purchase of 
homestead property and to amend lender disclosures 
and other requirements in connection with a reverse 
mortgage loan.”

Explanation: The amendment would allow the 
authorization of a reverse mortgage for the purchase 
of homestead property. It would expand the conditions 
of when a lender may require repayment to include the 
borrower’s failure to occupy the property within the 
period specified in the loan agreement.

“The constitutional amendment providing for the 
creation of the State Water Implementation Fund for 
Texas and the State Water Implementation Revenue 
Fund for Texas to assist in the financing of priority 
projects in the state water plan to ensure the availability 
of adequate water resources.”

Explanation: The amendment would allow for the 
creation of a State Water Implementation Fund and 
revenue fund for Texas. The funds would go toward 
the creation of the substantial water supply that will be 
needed in the coming decades. According to the 2012 
state plan, 8.3 million acre-feet of additional water 
supply will be needed by 2060.

“The constitutional amendment authorizing a home-rule 
municipality to provide in its charter the procedure to fill 
a vacancy on its governing body for which the unexpired 
term is 12 months or less.”

Explanation: A home rule-designated city could decide 
how to fill a vacancy on its governing body as long as 
the unexpired term is 12 months or less. Currently, 
cities must call for a special election to fill a short-term 
vacancy.

“The constitutional amendment repealing Section 7, 
Article IX, Texas Constitution, which relates to the 
creation of a hospital district in Hidalgo County.”

Explanation: The amendment would repeal a 1959 
provision limiting the feasibility of creating a hospital 
district in Hidalgo County. The county is the largest in 
Texas without a hospital district.

“The constitutional amendment relating to expanding 
the types of sanctions that may be assessed against a 
judge or justice following a formal proceeding instituted 
by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.”

Explanation: The amendment would expand the 
sanctions that may be assessed against a judge or 
justice following a formal proceeding to include a public 
admonishment, warning, reprimand or requirement 
that the judge or justice obtain additional training or 
education.

Proposition 1

Proposition 2

Proposition 3

Proposition 4

Proposition 5

Proposition 6

Proposition 7

Proposition 8

Proposition 9

Source: Texas Legislative Council, www.tlc.state.tx.us

2498 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78665
512-310-1060

United Way of 
Williamson County

Neighbors Helping 
Senior Neighbors
Volunteer today and help seniors stay 

independent longer. Running errands or 

have time between meetings? 

This opportunity is for you.

• Go online & choose a day and time to 

volunteer

• Flexible hours to fi t around your schedule

 Serving Pfl ugerville, Round Rock and North Austin.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Faith in Action network
admin@driveasenior.org

Serving Forest Creek and
surrounding areas for over 10 years.

Superior Medical Care for 
Adults, Babies and Children

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

SSSanSanSanSandddddradradradra EsEsEsp rparzaaza,za MDMDMD RamR on Esparza, MD
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“Let our family treat your family.”

RR

(512) 310-9700((( ))))
1750 Red Bud Lane

Round Rock, TX 78664Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

Specializing in Pediatrics
and Family Practice.

Pediatric Healthcare, Physicals, 
Women’s Healthcare, Immunizations 

and Urgent Illness

Flu Shots Available

Se habla espanol
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Round Rock
Action Pack Dog Center

     
4 lake drive
512-341-0229
www.actionpackdogs.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m–7 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–1 pm., Sun. 4–6 p.m.

For the Birds  
Bed and Breakfast

 
1914 egger Ave. 
512-522-8380
Hours: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. daily
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Pflugerville
All God’s Creatures 
Grooming

106 e. pecan St.
512-293-7772
Hours: tue.–Sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Clean Canine Dog Wash

2509 W. pecan St.
512-202-3833
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.

Pet Guide
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“You Wash” 
starting at 

$10
 We also o� er 
Professional 
Grooming!

(512) 202-3833
www.cleancanine.net

Use our tubs and grooming tables, our products and 
supplies, our dryers and towels and we clean up the mess!

Hours Monday-Friday 10-7
2509 W. Pecan Street, Pflugerville, TX

1200 Pecan Street W, Pfl ugerville • 512-251-BARK (2275) 
Mon–Fri 7am–6pm, Sat 8am–Noon

• WELLNESS/VACCINES
• GENERAL & ADVANCED SURGERY
• LASER THERAPY/DENTISTRY
• DOG & CAT GROOMING

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DISCOUNTS & FUN EVENTS! 

www.ctah.biz

Quality, compassionate care since 1980

20% DISCOUNT ON PROFESSIONAL CANINE OR 
FELINE TEETH CLEANING. CALL FOR DETAILS.

Rummage Sale to benefi t Pfl ugerville Pfurry Pfriends 
Sunday October 13, 7am - 3pm.
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Boarding

groomingDay Care

Training
Swimming
Spa

Hip Hounds

  
1912B picadilly drive
512-989-6767
www.hiphounds.com
Hours: Mon–fri. 7 a.m.–noon and 
3–7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–noon, Sun.  
10 a.m.–noon and 4–6 p.m.

La Mia Bella Pet Salon 

  
3778 cR 123, Bldg. A, Ste. 3
512-244-9191
www.lamiabellapetsalon.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 8 a.m.–6 p.m., 
every other Sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Leslie’s Pet Purrfections

  
2506 cR 172
512-341-7387
www.lesliespetpurrfectionsinc.net
Hours: Mon.–fri. 6:30 a.m.– 
6:30 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–noon and 4– 
6 p.m., Sun. 8–10 a.m. and 4–6 p.m.

Mel’s Pet Parlour

408 chisholm valley drive
512-341-9730
Hours: Mon.–Wed. 8 a.m.–5 p.m., 
thu.–fri. 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–2 p.m.

Shady Acres Pet Ranch

   
3901 Sam Bass Road
512-333-2673
www.shadyacrespetranch.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–4 p.m., Sun. 4–6 p.m.

courtesy city of pflugerville

em
ilie Boenig

courtesy city of Round Rock
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Round Rock
Animal Care Clinic
2000	N.	Mays	St.,	Ste.	112	•	512-549-4211
www.animalcareclinicroundrock.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–2 p.m.

Banfield Pet Hospital Round Rock
2601	S.	I-35,	Pad	E	•	512-238-7116
www.banfield.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–7 p.m, Sun. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Central Texas Cat Hospital
2111 Sam Bass Road, Ste. A-700
512-388-1299
www.centraltexascathospital.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 7 a.m.–noon 

Drake Pet Hospital
541	Louis	Henna	Blvd.	•	512-310-7387
www.drakevet.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–noon

Emergency Pet Care  
of Round Rock
301	Chisholm	Trail	Road	•	512-961-5200
www.emergencypetcareroundrock.com
Hours: Mon.–thu. 6 p.m.–7 a.m., fri.  
6 p.m. continuously until Mon. 7 a.m.

Daycare Grooming

1101 W. pecan St., Ste. 5
512-252-9447
www.daycaregrooming.com
Hours: 8 a.m.–6 p.m. daily

DogBoy’s Dog Ranch

  
2615 crystal Bend drive
512-251-7600
www.dogboys.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m., 
Sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m., Sun. noon– 
5 p.m.

Doggy Day Out Dog Sitting

   
20113 keilman lane
512-251-3009
www.doggydayout.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7:30 a.m.–6:30 
p.m., Sat. 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.,  
Sun. 4:30–6 p.m. 

The Paw Tender

 
110 W. pflugerville parkway, Ste. B-1
512-670-3766
www.thepawtender.com
Hours: By appointment

Puppie Luv

 
401 W. pecan St., Ste. g
512-251-3773
Hours: tue.–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.

Hutto
Hutto Hound Hotel

  
1550 cR 139
512-759-2048
www.huttohoundhotel.com
Hours: 8 a.m.–8 p.m. daily

Veterinarians/Animal hospitals
Forest Creek Animal Hospital
2715	Red	Bud	Lane	•	512-238-7387
www.forestcreekvet.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–noon

Great Oaks Animal Hospital
15950	S.	Great	Oaks	Drive	•	512-687-9088
www.greatoaksvet.net
Hours: Mon.–thu. 6:30 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
fri. 6:30 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 7 a.m.–1 p.m.

Heart of Texas Veterinary Specialty 
and Emergency Center
115	E.	Old	Settlers	Blvd.	•	512-744-4644
www.heartoftexasvets.com
Hours: 24-hour emergency care

Highway 79 Animal Clinic
1220	E.	Palm	Valley	Blvd.	•	512-388-2998
www.hwy79ac.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–noon

McLeod Animal Clinic
2019	N.	Mays	St.	•	512-255-2547
www.mcleodanimalclinic.com
Hours: Mon.–thu. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.,  
fri. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m., Sat. 8–11 a.m.

Round Rock Animal Hospital
404	Chisholm	Valley	Drive	•	512-255-6232
www.roundrockvet.com
Hours: Mon., Wed., fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.;  
tue., thu. 7 a.m.–7 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.–noon

Pflugerville 
Central Texas Animal Hospital 
1200	W.	Pecan	St.	•	512-251-2275
www.ctah.biz
Hours: Mon–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–noon

Hometown Animal Care
1001	FM	685	•	512-251-2242
www.hometownanimalcare.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–2 p.m

Pflugerville Animal Hospital
100 W. pflugerville parkway, Ste. 101
512-251-1917
www.pflugervilleanimalhospital.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 7:30 a.m.–1 p.m.

White Rock Veterinary Hospital
2509	W.	Pecan	St.	•	512-670-5400
www.whiterockvet.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–noon

Hutto
FM 685 Animal Hospital
695	FM	685	•	512-846-1901
www.fm685animalhospital.com
Hours: Mon–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 7:30 a.m.–2 p.m.

Hutto Veterinary Clinic
665	W.	Front	St.	•	512-759-1048
www.huttovetclinic.com
Hours: Mon.–thu. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
fri. 7 a.m.–5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–noon

photos by korri kezar
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* these lists are not comprehensive

Starmark Animal Behavior Center

    
200 cR 197
512-759-2275
www.dogtrainingandboardingaustin.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.–1 p.m., Sun. 1–4 p.m.
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Worth the TRIP

18 through 19  
Med Fest

feast on delicacies from lebanon, 
palestine, greece, eritrea and 
Romania. Attendees can also browse 
the festival marketplace, including an 
orthodox bazaar, and attend dance 
demonstrations. children can play 
games at the kids’ oasis. 6–11 p.m. 
(oct. 18), noon–11 p.m. (oct. 19).  
$5 donation. St. elias orthodox church, 
408 e. 11th St., Austin. 512-476-2314.  
www.mediterraneanfestival.org 

19 Stampede 5K
the event includes a children’s 1k 

and a 5k for all ages. the 5k course takes 
runners through historic old town Hutto, and 
the 1k includes a run through the park. 7:40 
a.m. (1k), 8 a.m. (5k). $1 (1k without t-shirt), 
$7 (1k with t-shirt), $25 (5k with t-shirt). fritz 
park, 400 park St., Hutto.  
512-759-4000. www.huttotx.gov/pard

19 Tiara 5K
Women, girls and the boys and 

men who cheer them on are invited to 
participate in the run. Runners’ progress 
is chip-timed on a certified uSA track 
and field course. 4 p.m. $30 (individuals 
before race day), $40 (individuals on race 
day), $20 (per runner in teams of three or 
more), $15 (age 18 and younger before 
race day). Hendrickson High School 
Stadium, 2905 fM 685, pflugerville.  
www.tiara5k.com

19 Central Texas Coin Show
See u.S., foreign and ancient coins 

and currency. door prizes are also given 
away. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. $3, free (children age  
12 and younger). Wingate by Wyndham, 
1200 n. i-35, Round Rock. 512-677-1044

featured EvENT

are available for golfers of all ages. 7 a.m. 
(registration), 8 a.m. (shotgun start). $100 (per 
golfer), $300 (per team). the golf club at Star 
Ranch, 2500 fM 685, Hutto. 901-619-8732. 
www.psibetasigma1914.org

13 Pflugerville Pfurry Pfriends 
Rummage Sale 

Support the ppp, a local pet adoption 
charity, by donating items or shopping at the 
rummage sale. 7 a.m.–3 p.m. free. central 
texas Animal Hospital, 1200 W. pecan St., 
pflugerville. 512-251-2274.  
www.pflugervillepfurrypfriends.org

14 PflugerGolf 10
the charity tournament challenges 

golfers’ skill, dexterity and teamwork in a 
four-person select-shot format with challenge 
holes. participants also receive prizes, 
goody bags and a fajita supper. 11:30 a.m. 
(registration), 1 p.m. (shotgun start). $95 per 
player. the golf club at Star Ranch,  
2500 fM 685, Hutto. 512-965-4724.  
www.pfdowntown.com

14 Mobile Loaves and Fishes Golf 
Tournament

fees include 18 holes of golf and dinner. 
prizes are available. proceeds benefit Mobile 
loaves and fishes, a local charity providing 
food to needy individuals and families. noon 
(registration), 1:30 p.m. (shotgun start). $125 
(per player), $10 (dinner guest only). teravista 
golf club, 4333 teravista club drive, Round 
Rock. 512-762-2210. www.mlf.org/category/
austin/stmargaret-mary

17 Pink Party
Support and raise money for the 

Breast cancer Resource centers of texas. 
Raffle prizes include a case of pink wine, 
custom-painted pink wine glasses and a 
bottle of wine. the event also includes live 
music, and cash donations are accepted.  
5–8 p.m. free. Water2Wine, 2000 S. i-35, 
Ste. H1-H2, Round Rock. 512-310-9463.  
www.water2wine.us/roundrock

18 Heroes Night Out Golf 
Tournament

fees include 18 holes of golf, greens fees 
plus a golf cart, use of the driving range and 
putting green, a goody bag and a catered 
breakfast and lunch. contests include 
longest drive and closest to the pin. 8 a.m. 
$125 per player. teravista golf club,  
4333 teravista club drive, Round Rock.  
512-986-7660. www.heroesnightout.org

through 05 
Chalk Walk
Watch chalk murals take form as 

artists create them on the streets of downtown 
Round Rock. the event also includes an art 
auction, live music, vendors, street performers, 
trick dogs, jugglers, hula hoopers, interactive 
drumming experiences and more. 3 p.m.–
dark (oct. 4), 10 a.m.–8 p.m. (oct. 5). free. 
downtown Round Rock, in front of the city 
library on Main Street. 512-689-2450.  
www.roundrockarts.org
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03 through 19  
 ‘The Red Velvet Cake War’

A one-eyed suitor, red velvet cake contest 
and tornado make it the worst time for the 
verdeen cousins to plan a family reunion in 
this Southern comedy. 8 p.m. (Wed.–fri.),  
2:30 p.m. (Sat.). $10–$20. Sam Bass 
community theatre, 600 lee St., Round Rock. 
512-244-0440. www.sambasstheatre.org

05 New Beginnings Mentoring 
Ministry Bike Rally

the event includes a motorcycle ride and 
silent auction. Registration includes a chili 
lunch, a rider pin and t-shirt. 8 a.m.–1 p.m. 
$25 (rally rider), $10 (passenger).  
St. Richard’s episcopal church, 1420 e. palm 
valley Blvd., Round Rock. 512-695-6330. 
www.newbeginningsmm.org

05 Pfamily Pfestival and Expo
learn more about pflugerville’s 

businesses with vendor booths, family 
entertainment, demonstrations, food, public 
safety displays and more. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. free. 
Stone Hill town center, southwest corner of 
SH 45 and SH 130, pflugerville.  
512-251-7799. www.pfchamber.com

06 Vintage Bicycle Show
displayed bicycles include 

selections from the don and karen 
vanoverloop antique bicycle collection from 
the 1860s through the early 1900s. 1–4 p.m. 
free. Heritage House Museum, 901 old 
Austin Hutto Road, pflugerville.  
512-431-1942. www.pflugervilletx.gov

11 Fore the Kids Golf Classic
the event benefits east Austin college 

prep and its mission to prepare all students, 
regardless of economic background, for high 
school curriculum, graduation and success in 
college and career paths. 11 a.m. (registration 
and box lunch), noon (shotgun start).  
$150 (per player), $600 (for team of four.) the 
golf club at Star Ranch, 2500 fM 685, Hutto.  
512-949-2677. www.swkey.org/golf

12 Outlaw Trail 100 Cycling Tour
Bring your bicycle and ride trails 

spanning 10, 25, 40, 50 and 100 miles 
and 100 kilometers. Aid stations, bicycle 
repairs and support are available along 
the course. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. $30–$40. old 
Settlers park, 3300 e. palm valley Blvd., 
Round Rock. 512-218-5540.  
www.outlawtrail100.com

12 Psi Beta Sigma Scholarship golf 
tournament

fees include a round of golf, cart rental, a gift 
bag, a meal and an awards ceremony. prizes 

CALENDAR

19 Hutto Olde Tyme Days
the annual event includes carnival 

rides, a petting zoo, an antique car show, a 
street dance, live music, arts and crafts, food 
and drink vendors and more. 10 a.m.– 
7 p.m. $2 for parking. Historic downtown 
Hutto, intersection of Hwy. 79 and Short 
Street. 512-759-4400.  
www.huttooldetymedays.com

19 Pfall Chili Pfest
the city of pflugerville’s annual 

festival includes live music, a children’s 
play area, a washers tournament, a hot rod 
and classic car show and chili tasting with 
judging. new for this year is a jalapeño 
eating contest. noon–9 p.m. free admission, 
$5 (for 20 chili tastings). downtown 
pflugerville, 100 e. Main St. 512-990-6113. 
www.pflugervillepfallchilipfest.com

20 Celebration service and 
carnival

Join the Hill country Bible Round Rock for a 
commemoration of the purchase of 20 acres 
of land in northeast Round Rock that serves 
as the church’s future permanent home. the 
day includes a celebration service as well as 
a free carnival and lunch. 9:30 a.m.– 
1:30 p.m. free. Southwest corner of cR 112 
and cR 117, Round Rock. 512-255-9977.  
www.hillcountrybible.org

20 The Great Pumpkin Festival
the event includes food vendors, 

a petting zoo, pony rides, bounce houses, a 
trunk or treat and more. 3–6 p.m. free. Saint 
Richard’s episcopal church, 1420 e. palm 
valley Blvd., Round Rock. 512-255-5436. 
www.saintrichards.org

22 Think Pink breast health 
discussion

Susan g. komen Austin, a nonprofit 
organization that raises money for local 
breast health services and research, hosts 
a panel discussion for men and women 
to learn breast health basics. the event 
includes hors d’oeuvres and door prizes. 
RSvps through the website are required. 6– 
8 p.m. free. Scott & White Healthcare–
Round Rock, 300 university Blvd., Round 
Rock.  512-473-0900. www.komenaustin.org

24 Old Town Open House
properties in Hutto’s historic district 

are open for self-guided tours for potential 
developers and business owners, and 
realtors are on hand to answer questions. 
door prizes are given away every half hour. 
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find more or submit Round Rock, 
pflugerville and Hutto events at  
www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.

to have Round Rock, pflugerville and 
Hutto events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted by 
the second friday of the month prior 
to the month they take place.

5–7 p.m. free. Hutto chamber of commerce 
office, 122 east St., Hutto. 512-759-4029. 
www.huttotx.gov

24 Pflugerville Rotary Golf 
Tournament

Join the Rotary club of pflugerville for 
its 16th annual golf tournament. the 
event includes a four-person scramble 
format, barbecue dinner and prizes for 
teams and individuals. proceeds benefit 
Rotary scholarships and other charities. 
11 a.m.–1 p.m. (registration), 1:30 p.m. 
(shotgun start). $360 (four person team 
registered before oct. 10), $440 (four-
person team registered after oct. 10), 
$90 (individual registered before oct. 10), 
$110 (individual registered after oct. 10). 
the golf club at Star Ranch, 2500 fM 
685, Hutto. 512-970-5544.  
www.pflugervillerotary.org

26 American Legion Auxiliary 
annual flea market

Browse goods and help benefit area veterans 
and their families. 8 a.m.–3 p.m. free. 
Round Rock American legion Hall, 1000 
georgetown St., Round Rock. 512-913-9883. 

26 Barktoberfest
enjoy a 3k dog walk, food, vendors, 

games and activities, low-cost microchipping, 
adoption opportunities, costume 
competitions for pets and owners and more. 
9:30 a.m.–2 p.m. $5 suggested donation. 
old Settlers park lakeview pavillion, 3300 e. 
palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
512-260-7722. www.centraltexasspca.org

26 Halloween at the y
enjoy rides, bouncehouses,  

carnival games, a climbing wall, free candy, 
music, prizes, concessions and costume 
contests. 4–10 p.m. $5. old Settlers  
Association, 3300 e. palm valley Blvd., 
Round Rock. 512-246-9622.  
www.ymcagwc.org

26 Touch a Truck
children can touch, climb on and 

ask questions about different types of trucks, 
including fire trucks, big rigs, bulldozers and 
more. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. free. old Settlers park, 
3300 e. palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
512-218-5540. www.roundrocktexas.gov

27 Free to Breathe 5K Run/Walk 
and 1-Mile Walk

Help fund research seeking to double lung 
cancer survival rates by 2022. 7:30 a.m. 
(registration and check-in), 8:45 a.m. (rally), 
9:05 a.m. (children’s dash), 9:10 a.m. (5k 
run), 9:15 a.m. (5k and 1-mile walks). $25 
online registration (closes oct. 23), $28 mail 
in registration (must be received by oct. 21), 
$30 (event day). old Settlers park, 3300 e. 
palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
608-828-8852. www.freetobreathe.org

31 Fall Fun Fest
this year’s superhero-themed event 

includes carnival games for toddlers and 
preschoolers, hayrides, snacks and fun 
entertainment for all to enjoy. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring non-perishable food 
items for the Round Rock Area Serving 
center. 9–11:30 a.m. free. old Settlers park, 
3300 e. palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
512-218-5540. www.roundrocktexas.gov

31 Treats on East Street
the city of Hutto provides a safe 

alternative to trick-or-treating with activity 
booths and games at which children can 
earn candy. 5:30–8 p.m. free. east and 
farley streets, Hutto. 512-759-4000.  
www.huttotx.gov/pard

november

02 Spirit Fest
the festival includes performances 

by christian musicians and also offers a family 
fun zone with carnival rides, bounce houses 
and other activities. proceeds benefit World 
concern, an organization that helps lift people 
out of poverty. noon. $25–$70. the dell 
diamond, 3400 e. palm valley Blvd., Round 
Rock. 512-329-4400. www.spirit1059.com

02 Dia de Los Muertos celebration
visit downtown Round Rock to pay 

homage to the ancient tradition through art, 
music, theater and more. the event includes 
a procession that involves revelers in 
costume, marching bands and celebrity look-
alikes. 6–10 p.m. free. Main Street plaza, 
221 e. Main St., Round Rock. 512-218-5447.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/diadelosmuertos

03 Run for the Rovers
proceeds from the event benefit 

Blue dog Rescue, an Austin-based nonprofit 
working to place homeless dogs with forever 
families. the event includes a kids’ k, 5k and 
5k with dogs. 7–8:30 a.m. (pick up timing 
chips), 8:30 a.m. (event start). $10 (kids k), 
$25 (5k), $30 (5k with dog). old Settlers 
park, 3300 e. palm valley Blvd., Round 
Rock. www.runfortherovers.org

09 Holiday Bazaar
Browse a variety of vendors selling 

unique, handcrafted items. canned food 
donations are accepted. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. free 
admission. clay Madsen Recreation center, 
1600 gattis School Road, Round Rock.  
512-341-5292. www.claymadsenrec.com 

Sponsored by

online calendar

512-248-8200  
www.AgapePrc.org | facebook.com/AgapePrc

 104 E. Main Street in Round Rock, Texas

Are you a lifer, too? 
Show your support by donating today.

Landy Warren
Banking Center President for R Bank

"I support Agape Pregnancy Resource Center 
because it is such an important resource. 
By helping ladies facing unplanned pregnancy 
get on their feet, they are protecting the unborn, 
the most vulnerable members of our society."

You can start 
making a difference

today for just
 $25 a month!

October 19th 2013

Schedule Map Info

Vendor Media Home

WWW.PFLUGERVILLEPFALLCHILIPFEST.COMWWW.PFLUGERVILLEPFALLCHILIPFEST.COM

Welcome to the 2013 Pfall Chili Pfest App!

«ANDROID» «IPHONE» «IPAD»

CLASSIC/HOT ROD 
CAR SHOW

LIVE MUSIC

KIDS ZONE CHILI TASTING

WASHERS SHOPPING 

JALAPEÑO 
PEPPER-EATING 

CONTEST
ARTS AND CRAFTS

DOWNLOAD THE PFLUGERVILLE PFONE APP

Pflugerville Pfall Chili PfestPflugerville Pfall Chili Pfest
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HOCKEY IS BACK!
2012-13 SOUTH DIVISION CHAMPS

HOME
ALL TIMES CENTRAL

SATURDAY 10.5
OPENING NIGHT! 
SOUTH DIVISION BANNER
RAISING CEREMONY
FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
HAT GIVEAWAY

SATURDAY 10.19
HOCKEY PUCK GIVEAWAY
compliments of 

SUNDAY 10.20
PUCKS ‘N PAWS 
DOG TAG GIVEAWAY
compliments of

SATURDAY 11.8
STARS & STRIPES 
Reusable Shopping Tote
compliments of

SUNDAY 11.9
STARS & STRIPES 
Stars & Stripes T-Shirt
compliments of

512.GO.STARS | TEXASSTARSHOCKEY.COM FACEBOOK.COM/TEXASSTARS @TEXASSTARS | #TXSTARS

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY:              NIGHT
Bring any H-E-B brand non-perishable product, receive $5 off your ticket.

WEDNESDAY:         WINNING WEDNESDAY
If the Stars win, everyone receives a free ticket to the next WW game.

FRIDAY: BEER &        WINE SPECIALS
Enjoy $3 domestic draft beer or $4 Robert Mondavi Private Selection wine!

SATURDAY:SATURDAY:                  FAMILY 4-PACK
Bring the family! Get 4 tickets, 4 hot dogs and 4 sodas starting at $48.

SATURDAY:               LUCKY ROW
The first Stars player to score wins lottery tickets for a selected row!

GAME NIGHT DEALS!

UPCOMING PROMOTIONS

Specialty weekend presented by Sport Clips!
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I n 2005, Joey Sanchez joined 4wd 
Factory after spending more than five 
years as a master technician at Gen-

eral Motors. A lifelong fan of off-roading 
and vehicle suspension, Sanchez said he 
fell in love with working at the wholesale 
parts company.

“Off-roading and camping and outdoor 
lifestyles are something I’ve always been 
into,” he said. 

4wd Factory sells specialized parts 
including axle upgrades, tires, winches 
and other accessories to convert cars and 
trucks into four-wheel drive and all-ter-
rain vehicles. While 90 percent of its sales 
are done online, the company also sells 
parts to local shops at wholesale prices 
and to individual customers who are 
looking to build or modify their vehicles 
themselves.

The company was founded in 2001. In 
January 4wd factory bought out Krawltex, 
a fabrication shop, and relocated the busi-
ness to CR 123 in Round Rock. However, 
owning Krawltex sparked controversy 
among some of 4wd Factory’s corporate 

clients, who now viewed 4wd Factory as a 
competing business. Sanchez decided to 
drop the custom fabrication part of the 
business and bought out all of 4wd Fac-
tory in May.

“We have customers, other four-wheel 
drive shops, and when we bought Krawl-
tex, which was a service shop like them, 
some of those [shops] got a little upset and 
said, ‘Now you’re competing against us,’” 
Sanchez said. “It’s just better for us to sup-
ply the parts and let [shops] do the work.”

Working with his customers is a prior-
ity for Sanchez. He often takes trips with 
people he works with.

“Our customers don’t just come and 
buy stuff and leave like a typical store; we 
know all of our customers, we hang out 
with them, we go off-roading with them,” 
Sanchez said.

Sanchez has also put effort into market-
ing the company, including becoming the 
title sponsor for the Dirt Riot 4wd Factory 
National Rampage on Oct. 12 in Bridge-
port, an event Sanchez said is like the 
“Super Bowl of off-road racing.”

4wd Factory
Round Rock store caters to off-roading fans

BuSINESS

4wd Factory

Truck anatomy with 4wd Factory parts

3742 cR 123, Round Rock
512-368-5625
www.4wdfactory.com
Hours: Mon.–fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.

4wd Factory owner Joey Sanchez has been with the company since 2005 and became its sole owner 
earlier this year.
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Winch
Winches come in different sizes 
to suit different needs and can be 
used to extract stuck vehicles.

In the future, Sanchez hopes to con-
tinue growing his business, and upcom-
ing project plans include the company 
manufacturing its own custom suspen-
sion kits. He also noted that the company 
will continue to build its strong online 
and local presence.

“Right now, we’ve been around for  
12 years, and we already have a name 
established locally and online, but I’d 
like to take things even further,”  
Sanchez said.

seats
customers can order their 
own seats with options 
such as color, width, 
height, padding,  custom 
embroidering and more. All 
seats can be adjusted to 
fit in most cars and trucks, 
4wd factory owner Joey 
Sanchez said. lift kits

lift kits are used to add space 
between the body and tires and can 
improve a vehicle’s suspension.axle conversion 

“Many newer trucks have independent front 
suspensions,” Sanchez said. “they often 
become a weak link [when off-roading]. the 
solution is to do a solid-axle conversion. A solid 
axle has fewer moving parts to wear out. Solid 
axles are also much stronger and reliable.”

Tires and wheels 

tires and wheels are available for both trucks that 
are driven strictly on roads and vehicles used for 
off-roading. products such as the Raceline wheel 
have an outer bead that clamps in place and 
prevents the tire from separating from the wheel.

Source: 4wd factory

CO M M E R C I A L & RE S I D E N T I A L
ALL PRO, AL L T H E T I M E!

Let us repair your old garage door opener, or replace it with a brand new 
system that is dependable and reliable.

W W W.A L L P R O O V E R H E A D D O O R.C O M |  2501 KI P H E N RO A D #C |  RO U N D RO C K,  TX 78665
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4105 Teravista Club Dr.
Round Rock, TX 78665

512-310-3700

Private Rooms with Kitchenettes, 
Private Bath and Shower

Complementary Salon services

Restaurant Style Dining

Wi-Fi in all rooms

Library/cafe

IV Therapy

Wound Care

Enhanced Clinical

24/7 RN coverage

Respiratory Therapy

Pulmonary Recovery 

5 day a week Physician/NP 
coverage

Heart Failure/Cardiac Recovery

Nutrition Support Services

Inpatient and Outpatient Therapy

Registered Dietician

Comprehensive inpatient transitional care designed for 
medically complex patient in a home-like environment.

GOODWILL
HELPHELP

LET

1701 FM 685
PFLUGERVILLE, TX

YOU...YOU...

SAVINGS!UP IN
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V�it our P�ugerville store today &
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PBK Stem & Stein
Downtown Pflugerville 
restaurant brings past alive 

T ucked among the historic row of buildings 
located along Main Street in downtown Pfluger-
ville is a restaurant dedicated to honoring the 

city’s past while also celebrating its evolution. 
PBK Stem & Stein opened in October 2012 with the 

financial backing of 14 Pflugerville residents. The res-
taurant’s owners and managers say they were motivated 
to invest and develop a new niche within Pfugerville’s 
culinary scene. General Manager Bryan Gano describes 
the menu as Southern comfort cuisine—the combination 
of classic family recipes, modern cooking techniques and 
fresh local ingredients. 

“The point of the restaurant since its inception has 
been for it to be a place where people can get together 
and break bread. They can leave their issues behind when 
they walk through these doors,” Gano said. “We have 
incredible food, a great wine list, local beers and live 
music four days a week.”

After what Gano described as an “exhaustive” search, 
PBK hired Executive Chef Shannon Soltesz in July to 
help refine the menu. Soltesz said she jumped at the 
opportunity leave her former position as a corporate chef 
at North Modern Italian Cuisine in Austin. 

“Every corporate chef ’s dream is to have a kitchen 
where they can do what they want to do—our passion is 
to play with food,” she said. 

Soltesz said, however, her intention since coming to 
PBK has been to refine its plating and cooking tech-
niques—not to overhaul the menu. The appeal of the 
restaurant’s meals, she said, is the emphasis placed on 
bringing out the optimal flavors of locally purchased 
produce and meats. 

“We don’t bring in exotic food,” she said. “We are not 
looking to bring out a plate with 15 garnishes on it—[we]
keep it simple, clean and fresh.”

By JP Eichimiller

DINING

111 e. Main St., pflugerville
512-251-3810
www.pbkstemandstein.com
Hours: Mon.–thu. 4:30– 
9 p.m., fri. 4:30–10 p.m., 
Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

PBK Stem & Stein

PBK: A taste of Pflugerville’s past

1  PBK Stem & Stein offers a consistently rotating menu of wines 
and beers, including seasonal and local selections that are paired to 
match the dinner menu.

2  Appetizer selections include an andouille sausage and shrimp 
Creole cheesecake spread ($14) that is served with house bread. 

3  The double-cut pork chop dinner ($18) comes smothered with 
Southern-style tomatoes and okra. 

4  PBK offers nightly dinner specials such as a 10-ounce New York 
strip steak topped with grilled shrimp and served with green beans 
and a loaded baked potato ($32). 

5  PBK General Manager Bryan Gano (left) hired Executive Chef 
Shannon Soltesz in July to help refine the restaurant’s menu. 

Built in 1906, the building that hosts PBK Stem & Stein has 
remained a continuous presence in downtown Pflugerville for 
more than a century. The building was originally purposed as a 
mercantile and confectionery store. However, following the onset 
of Prohibition in 1919, the store’s owners decided to convert the 
back room of the building into a speakeasy for serving illegal 
alcohol. Following the conclusion of Prohibition in 1933, P.B. 
Knebel opened the original PBK’s as a legitimate bar and tavern. 
A fire in 1971 destroyed the part of the building where the 
restaurant’s courtyard now resides. According to its owners, the 
current design and interior of PBK Stem & Stein pays homage to 
the eclectic history of the building’s heritage and occupants.
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Source: pBk Stem & Stein

ARE YOU IN PAIN? STRESSED? 

• Aetna, BCBS, United Healthcare, 
Humana, Cigna, Medicare, and more

• We will check your insurance benefi ts 
to see if chiropractic, massage or 
acupuncture is covered.

MAJOR INSURANCES ACCEPTED

• Chiropractic
• Acupuncture
• Massage Therapy

GENTLE TREATMENT 
OPTIONS

º Deep tissue, myofascial 
release, Thai, Ashiatsu, 
sports massage

CALL
251-9686 

TODAY TO 
SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT!

Expires: November 1, 2013 at 12:00 PM
*No cash value. Not applicable to Medicare patients; cannot 

be used to pay insurance copayments. New patient only.

One-hour Massage, First one-hour Acupuncture 
session, OR First Chiropractic Adjustment

$10 OFF

PFLUGERVILLE WELLNESS CENTER

2415 Pecan St. W. Ste 201, Pfl ugerville, TX 78660
(512) 251-9686 | www.pfl ugervillewellness.com
email: offi ce@pfl ugervillewellness.com
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Looking forward 
to retirement

New career Worried 
about future

Sought help 
from UFCU

We’re here to 
help you plan for 
tomorrow, today.

We have heard time and time again concerns regarding the security of your family and your future when you are moving jobs.  UFCU Investment 
Services, available through CUSO Financial Services, L.P.*, is here to help alleviate those concerns. We are here to discuss your different options and 
point out any potential risks and opportunities.

•  401K Rollovers •  Traditional and Roth IRAs  • Long Term Care 
•  Mutual Funds •  Annuities

To schedule your complimentary consultation, email investments@ufcu.org  
or call us (512) 467-8080 x21081. 
*  Non-deposit investment products and services are offered through CUSO Financial Services, L.P. (“CFS”), a registered broker-dealer (Member FINRA/SIPC) and SEC Registered Investment 

Advisor. Products offered through CFS: are not NCUA/NCUSIF or otherwise federally insured, are not guarantees or obligations of the credit union, and may involve 
investment risk including possible loss of principal. Investment Representatives are registered through CFS. UFCU has contracted with CFS to make non-deposit investment 
products and services available to credit union members.

Comm Impact_10x6.04_10-13.indd   1 9/16/13   10:06 AM

www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

 I-35

Oakwood 
Blvd.Round 

Rock 
Hospital 620

Texas State 
Technical College

Texas State Technical College 
    is offering day, night and weekend classes in 
 ·  Air Conditioning               ·   Industrial Systems 
 ·  Building Construction   ·   Plumbing & Pipefitting 
 ·   Culinary                    ·   Welding 
   ·    Electrical Construction         
       at the East Williamson County 
   Higher Education Center

www.waco.tstc.edu/ewchec  •  512.759.5900

Technology focused. 
Career driven.

Texas State Technical College 
    is offering day, night and weekend classes in 
 ·  Air Conditioning                 ·   Culinary 
 ·  Building Construction   ·   Industrial Systems 
 ·   Culinary        ·   Welding 
              at the East Williamson County 
   Higher Education Center
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LeAnn Powers  
and Laurie Garza
United Way of Williamson County

By Beth Wade 

The first Williamson County United Way organization formed in Taylor in 1939, and in 
time similar organizations opened throughout the county. In 2003 the Taylor organization 
dissolved, and in 2005 the Georgetown and Round Rock organizations merged to create 
the United Way of Williamson County, which is overseen by Chief Professional Officer 
LeAnn Powers and Director of Development Laurie Garza. The organization hosts two 
annual volunteer days—a Day of Caring in September and a Day of Service in January. 
During each event volunteers complete projects throughout the county. Volunteer projects 
take place from 9 a.m.–noon. Visit www.unitedway-wc.org for more information.

PEOPLE

What is the United Way of 
Williamson County’s mission?

Garza: In 2008 we narrowed our focus 
into impact areas and impact work. Edu-
cation, income and health are the three 
main areas. We also—here in Williamson 
County—focus on basic needs. We focus 
on those areas specifically because they 
are what we think are the basic founda-
tion or building blocks that people need 
to have a good quality of life. So by focus-
ing on those areas, it’s helping people find 
that path to a better life, whatever that 
means for them. 

So our impact work in education, income 
and health focuses on making sure people 
have that path to get to a better place. 

Powers: Part of our mission then is to 
empower people in the community to 
come together and help make that impact. 
We do it by inviting them to give. Whether 
it’s individual gifts to us or financial gifts 
through workplace campaigns, giving of 
their time during volunteer opportuni-
ties or advocating for the work that we 
are doing, advocating for the legislative 
changes that need to happen to make sure 
that these impacts can happen or advocat-
ing for United Way’s work in general. If 
there is a need in the community that we 
perceive isn’t being met, we are going to 
mobilize people and bring them together 
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the united Way of Williamson county 
works in three areas to help the citizens of 
Williamson county have the tools needed 
to have a high quality of life.

education
•	children enter kindergarten ready to read 

and learn
•	Students graduate from high school on 

time

income
•	families have financial stability and tools 

that they need such as job training and 
literacy skills

•	Access to better jobs

health
•	primary care access
•	preventative care access

uWWC impact areas

to collaborate to try to find a way to resolve 
that need. We have a lot of great nonprofits 
in the community that we’ve been able to 
partner with in those impact areas, but 
there are still are some needs that are not 
being met. The one that we were really able 
to move quickly on in the grand scheme 
of things was the expansion of the free tax 
preparation services across the county. 

We really saw the need to expand those 
services in the outlying areas of the county. 

We brought the AARP, the IRS, the 
Literacy Council [of Williamson County], 
WBC Opportunities, us and Foundation 
Communities, and we all had conversa-
tions about how we could expand the 
program and make it more available to 
people. Since we started in 2011, we’ve 
seen a 116 percent increase in the number 
of people served.  

how can Williamson County 
residents get involved with the 
United Way?

Garza: There are a number of different 
ways … give, advocate, volunteer. The first 
way is to give to the United Way through 
a workplace campaign. We have a lot of 
wonderful folks who support the United 
Way through their campaigns. A lot of 
them live and work here in Williamson 
County, and a lot live in Williamson 
County and work in Travis County. They 

can give through their workplace if their 
workplace has a campaign. 

They can volunteer. Twice a year we do a 
Day of Caring and a Day of Service. They’re 
community volunteer events that we coor-
dinate. There [was] one on Sept. 20, and the 
next one will be Jan. 20. 

There is also our [free tax preparation 
service]. We’ll start heavily recruiting for 
that starting in October. Basically we are 
looking for folks to be tax preparers, trans-
lators and greeters. 

H-E-B runs a campaign pretty much 
through July, and there are 11 stores in 
Williamson County. The employees at 
those 11 stores raised $314,745 for United 
Way of Williamson County in 2013. 

Powers: We are also encouraging people 
to be mentors. There are 12 school districts 
in Williamson County. All of them are 
looking for adult volunteers to be men-
tors and tutors to their students in their 
schools. We have a website to make it easy 
for people to consider or look into mentor-
ing. It’s www.mentorinwilco.org. 

When selecting nonprofits for 
grants, what do you look for?

Powers: They absolutely have to match 
up with the goals that we are working on. 

They have to be a 501(c)(3) [organi-
zation], and they have to be serving 

Williamson County residents. 
Any dollars that they get from us have 

to be used in Williamson County. It’s very 
important to us to let our donors know 
that we are stewarding their dollars well, 
so those agencies have to report back to 
us quarterly that they are actually using 
those dollars in the ways they said they 
would. There is a lot of accountability that 
is required of the agencies when they get 
a grant from the United Way because we 
want to be able to tell our donors that their 
dollars were used in the way we told [them] 
they would be used. 

LeAnn Powers, United Way of Williamson County chief professional officer (left), and Director of Development 
Laurie Garza are responsible for running the day-to-day operations and fundraising for the organization.

Are you facing surgery... 
for gall bladder or hysterectomy? 

Dr. Devin Garza
OB/GYN Surgeon
www.drgarzadavinci.com

Dr. Francis Buzad
General Surgeon 
www.adclinic.com/biography/francis-buzad/

Come hear about this breakthrough approach!
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23RD. 6-7PM

URBAN RESTAURANT IN WESTIN DOMAIN
RSVP at davincisurgeryaustin@gmail.com

The daVinci approach to your surgery may now be virtually scarless.
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RISKS
40

AGE
The strongest risk factor 

is age. As women get 
older, breast cancer risk 

increases.

BEING FEMALE
99% of all 

breast cancer 
cases occur in 

women.

GENETICS
Inherited changes 

in certain genes 
increase the risk 
of breast cancer.

What you 
Can do

Facts from www.acr.org 
& www.cancer.gov

Schedule your 
mammogram now.

Call 512.453.6100 or 
visit www.ausrad.com.

Women 40 and 
over should have a 
mammogram 
once a year.

REGULAR 
MAMMOGRAMS

All women should be aware of 
how to examine their breasts 
and report any changes to a 
health professional.

BREAST SELF-EXAM

GET REGULAR 
BREAST EXAMS

In addition to mammograms, 
women should have regular 
breast exams with their health 
care provider.

1IN8
WOMEN WILL BE dIAGNOSEd 

WITh BREAST CANCER dURING 
hER LIFETIME.

Heather discovered a 

lump when she had a 

new baby. Cathy’s breast 

cancer was detected on 

a yearly mammogram. 

Visit www.ausrad.com 

to hear their stories 

and Dr. Sarah Avery’s 

perspective on 

breast health.

Family Fun 
Hutto’s 28th Annual Olde Tyme Days Festival!

Saturday, Oct. 19th 10:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. In Historic Downtown Hutto

• 100+ Arts & Craft Booths
• Dancing In The Street
• Fun Amusement Rides

• Delicious Festival Foods 
• Ice Cold Beer & Soft Drinks
• Petting Zoo & Pony Rides

• Classic Car Show
• Live Longhorn Steer 
• Live Music All Day Long

th

Saturday, Oct. 19th 10:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. In Historic Downtown Hutto

• 100+ Arts & Craft Booths
• Dancing In The Street
• Fun Amusement Rides

• Delicious Festival Foods 
• Ice Cold Beer & Soft Drinks
• Petting Zoo & Pony Rides

• Classic Car Show
• Live Longhorn Steer 
• Live Music All Day Long

FREE LIVE MUSIC & PERFORMANCES 
ALL DAY ON THE COVERT HUTTO STAGE 

AND THE WESTPHALIA STAGE!

$2 FESTIVAL PARKING AT THE COOP ON 
HWY 79. ALL PARKING PROCEEDS BENEFIT 

THE HUTTO ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB!

www.HuttoOldeTymeDays.comwwwwww.HuutttoOldeTTymeDays.comwww.HuttoOldeTymeDays.com

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:  THE HUTTO AREA CHAMBER,  HUTTO YMCA, WASTE MANAGEMENT,  AL CLAWSON DISPOSAL, WAG A BAG, 
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS, COMMUNITY IMPACT, WELLS FARGO BANK, ATMOS ENERGY, WESTPHALIA MEAT MARKET, AND THE CITY OF HUTTO

GATHER
ROUND
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Doug Killian
HISD superintendent tackles financial and academic issues

PEOPLE

What financial issues are the district facing?
When [I] first came into the district, we had just 

passed the third deficit budget in a row, and the [popula-
tion] growth had started slowing down. It was starting 
to impact the district’s ability to run programs. Some of 
our [enrollment] projections weren’t keeping up, so some 
of the construction had gotten a little ahead of itself. We 
had excess space, and [the district] didn’t make it quite as 
efficient as it could have been. I had already been listen-
ing and hearing all about the state [public school fund-
ing] challenges. When I came into the district and saw 
us depleting the [general] fund balance ... and [knowing] 
the state was about to start cutting funding, I immedi-
ately knew we had to do something.

What steps did the district take?
The first thing we started doing in the 2010–11 school 

year [was] eliminating positions by attrition. During the 
course of the year, as people left, we evaluated to see if 
we really needed the position. We really tightened our 
belts that year, too, and at the end of the year, we ended 
up not being in a deficit budget. After the state cuts were 
announced, [we had to cut] 76 or 77 positions to make 
our budget balanced for the 2010–11 school year, and 
we [also] closed Veterans’ Hill [Elementary School] and 
moved fifth grade to middle school. It was some creative 
work that got us to the point where we could close one 
campus, but it saved us $1 million annually. 

Is the district looking at reopening veterans’ hill 
immediately?

It’s pretty important—we want to get it back open. In 
looking at our growth this year so far, the bulk of it has 
been at the elementary grade level. That’s one reason 
[all elementary students] won’t fit—that grade span has 
grown tremendously over the past few years. 

how does the 2013–14 budget reflect the district’s 
finances?

We continue to make sure we have a surplus. We’re 
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•	Received a bachelor’s degree from Southwest texas 
State university, a master’s degree from texas A&M 
international university and a doctorate from texas 
A&M university

•	previously served as superintendent in poteet and 
Huffman iSds

•	Started in education as a first-grade teacher in 1993
•	Served in the Marines and Air force

Personnel file

trying to get our rainy day fund to the Texas Education 
Agency’s recommended amount, which is three months 
worth of operating [expenses]. We’re above 60 days now, 
and by the end of the year we’ll be close to 90. 

how has the surplus affected jobs in the district?
When the [tax ratification election] was passed [in 

2012], part of the message that we were asking was, ‘Do 
you want the art and music teachers reinstated?’ The bulk 
of what we’ve added has been instructional or instruc-
tional support. 

What else has the district been able to add to its 
offerings?

This year, just because of the growth projections, we 
ended up having to add a fifth-grade teacher at Hutto 
Middle School and a kindergarten teacher at Hutto 
Elementary School. We’ve been moving toward [science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics curriculum], 
and we’ve got some scholarships that were put into place 
through a foundation last year. We also started robot-
ics [programs] at the middle schools. We’ve been trying 
to get approval for a [Junior Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps] unit for the last several years, and we finally 
stepped up and made that happen this year with the Air 
Force JROTC unit. 

looking at taxes, what will it take for the district’s 
tax rate to decrease?

[One thing is increased] commercial development so 
we can lower the debt service tax rate. That’s the [part 
of the tax rate] that’s really high, at 50 cents, which is 
the maximum. Without commercial development, the 
burden falls on the residential homes, and you have to 
tax at a high rate in order to get the money to pay those 
payments. That’s why we’re very supportive of any com-
mercial development. 

how has transitioning to STAAR testing affected 
the district?

Every time we make a transition to a different test, 
it seems like it becomes a hot-button issue. The [state] 
raised the standard, and in this case we didn’t even get to 
see the test or what it was even going to look like before 
[students took it], and that’s been different than in years 
past. Two years ago, when we saw this coming, we put 
in a program that ... was training our teachers in good, 
quality instruction methodology and how you deliver 
instruction. I think that’s paid quite a bit of dividends.

We added a literacy specialist to specifically work with 
our teachers in prekindergarten, kindergarten and first 
grade areas to boost our reading scores. We put math 
interventionists in at every campus to help our strug-
gling kids. 

By Korri Kezar 

Hutto ISD hired Superintendent Doug Killian in August 2010, and in his three years with HISD, Killian has faced 
challenges including cuts in state funding and the implementation of the State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness, or STAAR tests. In the 2013–14 school year, Killian plans to continue focusing on increasing the district’s 
rainy day fund and its students’ standardized test scores.

512-244-7200 
301 Seton Parkway, Suite 100 (3 Miles East of IKEA)

Seton-Williamson Medical Center

512-868-3937 
4500 Williams Dr., Suite 228 (HEB shopping center)

Georgetown, TX 78633

Accepting most insurance including Medicare and Medicaid

• Complete eye exams for glasses and contacts
• Cataract surgery
• Diabetic eye exams 

Dr. Jatla MD Dr. Haven OD
Board Certi� ed Ophthalmologist/Glaucoma Specialist

Clarity Eye Center: O� ering Cutting-Edge, 
Quality Eye Care with Compassion.

At Clarity Eye Center, you will receive professional, cutting-edge eye care that is 
tailored to your needs. We will deliver quality care with compassion. 

www.clarityeye.net

• Eyelid surgery 
• Laser surgery
• Glaucoma laser and surgery 

An Austin Monthly 
Top Doc 2013

Bio Identical Hormones
Teen Health

Annual Gynecologic Exams
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause

Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery 
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   
1305 W. 34th St, Ste. 407 • Austin, TX 78705 

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

N. La
mar 

Blv
d.

W. 38th St.
W. 34th St.

MoPac

Fam

Gynecology, Health & Wellness
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LEARN MORE: baylor.edu/truett | 1-800-229-5678 option 5
Oak Creek Plaza | 3107 Oak Creek Drive | Suite 240 | Austin, TX 78727

Baylor University’s 
Truett Seminary  
is coming your  
way in Spring 2014.
o Attend classes 
     close to home
o Learn from respected 
     seminary faculty
o Explore a master’s 
     degree program

P
P

P

Living the Great Commission.

The Austin Diagnostic Clinic
ADC Round Rock:1499B Old Settlers Blvd.
ADC EasyCare: 2400 Cedar Bend Dr.
ADC Main: 12221 MoPac Expressway N.
My Health, My Doctor, My ADC

Don’t Let the 
Flu Stop You

For details visit ADClinic.com 
or call ADC’s Flu Hotline 

512-901-7117.

Scan this code to go to 
ADC’s Flu Shot schedule

Protect yourself and your family against the 
flu.  It’s not too early to get your shot and 
The Austin Diagnostic Clinic makes it easy 
with convenient hours to meet your busy 
schedule.  

Adults 18 and older may walk into any ADC 
doctor’s office and ask for a flu shot during 
normal business hours 
or you can visit ADC 
EasyCare in north 
Austin, after hours or 
over the weekend. 
Parents should consult 
their child’s 
pediatrician for flu 
immunization. 
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Bake A Wish

Karen Nichols (left) and Madelyn Varella are the founder and director of Bake A Wish, respectively.
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Bake A Wish
Volunteer-made cakes brighten birthdays

A ustinites looking to hone their 
culinary skills, master the art of 
dessert decorating and give back 

to their community can apply to help 
Bake A Wish.

The local network of volunteers, 
founded by Circle C resident Karen Nich-
ols, bakes cakes for Austin children and 
adults in need.

Nichols, president of Bake A Wish’s 
board of directors, said the group takes 
requests for cakes from nonprofit organi-
zations such as domestic violence shelters, 
and volunteers check an online spread-
sheet to see the requests. 

Each recipient chooses the flavor and 
decorations, Nichols said. In some cases, 
no one has ever asked the child’s opinion 
on anything, so they sometimes have no 
idea what they want or are not immediately 
comfortable sharing.

“Now they get really excited,” she said. 
“They get to dream up whatever they want, 
and they get exactly what they want.”

Design requests range from superhero 

NONPROFIT

p. o. Box 91351
Austin, texas 78709
www.bakeawishaustin.org
director@bakeawishaustin.org

Making wishes come true
Most of Bake A Wish’s volunteers 
have full-time jobs and families, but 
the list also includes homemakers 
and retirees, director Madelyn varella 
said. A few professional bakers also 
help the organization bring its cakes to 
nonprofits in need throughout Austin.

Ways to help: 
•	Volunteers can apply to help with 

logistics or make cakes. no formal ex-
perience is necessary, but cake bakers 
must be able to make buttercream frost-
ing, use a pastry bag to pipe a simple 
border, write legibly on a cake and 
maintain requirements for food safety.

•	Professional bakers can make cakes 
and host free classes for new volunteers 
to boost their baking and decorating 
skills. 

•	Businesses can host donation drives to 
collect supplies such as sugar, flour and 
fondant.

•	Nonprofits can submit requests for 
cakes online and ask recipients to be 
specific about requests, if possible—
the sky’s the limit, nichols said, noting 
one child asked for a “Magic School 
Bus” cake featuring a rainbow, a uni-
corn and Hannah Montana as the driver. 

•	Donors can sponsor cakes, make 
monetary donations, or provide supplies 
or gift cards to supply stores.

Source: Bake A Wish 

History
in 2009 karen nichols founded an 
Austin chapter of free cakes for kids, 
a georgia-based nonprofit providing 
cakes to children who would not 
otherwise receive one. 

in 2011 nichols incorporated the 
organization, changed the name to 
Bake A Wish and it secured 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit status. 

today it serves nonprofits in Austin, 
Buda, cedar park, Round Rock and 
leander.

Source: Bake A Wish
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By Kelli Weldon

and princess cakes to Justin Bieber trib-
utes, she said. Volunteers buy supplies, 
bake the cake, decorate it and deliver it to 
the agency in need. 

Director Madelyn Varella said the group 
gives bakers an opportunity to improve 
their abilities and practice for competitions, 
but most volunteers—including her—have 
no professional baking experience.

Varella, also a Circle C resident, said she 
was looking for service opportunities when 
she joined the organization a few years ago.

“The first cake that I delivered, I was 
fortunate enough to meet the kid,” she 
said, noting volunteers rarely meet cake 
recipients for security reasons. “I found 
out that ... he had a really hard week, and 
this Spider-Man cake was the thing he 
was most looking forward to. After that, I 
was hooked.”

Though the organization primarily 
serves organizations that cater to children 
and youth, it recently expanded its mission 
to also serve the elderly and disabled in 
affordable housing communities.

“Many times even though these are not 
children, these are still people who ... don’t 
have someone in their life to help them 
celebrate,” Varella said. 

Nichols noted Bake A Wish distributes 
supplies received in donation drives to take 
some of the financial burden off volunteers, 
and the organization is always looking for 
new volunteers to keep the cakes coming. 

“Since we have no paid positions and 

minimal overhead expenses, that allows 
us to put all [donations] directly into the 
beneficiaries,” she said.

HEBCommunityChallenge.com

250,000+ Texans Strong.
Community members, organizations, schools, and municipal leaders 

throughout the state have stepped up to the Challenge. Will you?

Presented by IT'S TIME TEXAS, this eight-week competition challenges communities 

across the state to see which can demonstrate the greatest commitment to healthy living.

Statewide Allies:
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When faced with a medical emergency, 
where you are treated is just as  
important as how quickly your care  
is delivered.  And when that care is  

provided by a trusted health system, 
you know you’re in the right place.  
That’s why St. David’s Emergency 
Network is always prepared to handle 

your healthcare needs, with many  
convenient locations throughout 
Central Texas.  From brain injuries to 
stroke, heart attacks, broken bones   

or respiratory illnesses, there is a  
St. David’s HealthCare facility nearby 
providing the highest quality care 
when you need it most.  

St. David’s HealthCare has expert  
specialists and physicians ready 24/7 
to meet your needs for emergency 
treatment.  There are six hospital- 
based emergency departments  
spanning Travis County and Williamson 
County including:  St. David’s Medical 
Center, St. David’s South Austin  
Medical Center, St. David’s North 
Austin Medical Center, Heart  
Hospital of Austin, St. David’s Round 
Rock Medical Center and St. David’s 
Georgetown Hospital. All of our 
hospitals are accredited Chest Pain 
Centers and provide emergency 
services from board-certified  
physicians specializing in emer-
gency medicine with access to the 
latest technologies.  Three St. David’s 
HealthCare facilities—St. David’s 
North Austin Medical Center, St. David’s 
Round Rock Medical Center and  
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital – 
are certified 

by The Joint Commission as Primary 
Stroke Centers, and St. David’s  
Medical Center recently earned  
Comprehensive Stroke Center  
Certification—the highest level of 
recognition—from the Texas  
Department of State Health Services.  
Our professional team will treat your 
emergency with speed, compassion 
and medical expertise. 
    You can also rely on high-quality, 
comprehensive care at a convenient 
location, close to home with  

St. David’s Emergency Centers. These 
full-service, free-standing emergency 
departments serve as an extension 
of the nearest St. David’s HealthCare 
hospital.  St. David’s Emergency 
Centers operate 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, and are staffed with 
board-certified physicians.   
St. David’s Emergency Centers can 
handle anything from allergy attacks 
or breathing difficulties to major  
conditions like heart attacks, strokes 
or sports injuries. Should inpatient 
care be necessary, patients will  
quickly be transported to the nearest  
St. David’s HealthCare facility. You 
can find a St. David’s Emergency  
Center in Pflugerville, Bee Cave  
or Bastrop.
    Now that you know about all of the 
locations within the St. David’s  
Emergency Network, we have also

created a tool that will guide you 
on which location to use. Visit  
www.StDavidsERNetwork.com, and 
you can determine which location to 
use based on your specific emergency 
situation and zip code. Use your 
smart phone, and we’ll even provide 
you with directions to make it easier.  

In case of emergency, trust St. David’s 
Emergency Network – Austin’s  
emergency support system.

St. David’s Emergency Network

Our ER is as big as Austin. 

StDavidsERnetwork.com

Every year more than a quarter of a million people look to us in times of an emergency. 
We have convenient locations throughout Central Texas.  

Board-certified physicians. Life-saving technology. And a skilled nursing staff. 
St. David’s is Austin’s Emergency Support System.

Choosing the Right 
Emergency Care.
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St. David’s Georgetown Hospital
2000 Scenic Drive
Georgetown, TX 78626

St. David’s South Austin  
Medical Center
901 W. Ben White Blvd.
Austin, TX 78704

St. David’s Round Rock  
Medical Center
2400 Round Rock Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78681

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center -  
Pflugerville
18914 Limestone Commercial Drive
Pflugerville, TX 78660

HG

St. David’s North Austin  
Medical Center
12221 N. Mopac Expressway
Austin, TX 78758

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center -  
Bee Cave
12813 Galleria Circle
Bee Cave, TX 78738

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center -  
Bastrop
3201 Highway 71 East
Bastrop, TX 78602

St. David’s Medical Center
919 East 32nd Street
Austin, TX 78705

Heart Hospital of Austin
3801 N. Lamar Blvd.
Austin, TX 78756
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St. David’s Urgent Care Clinic - 
Round Rock
1700 Palm Valley, Suite 370
Round Rock, TX 78664

St. David’s Urgent Care Clinic -
Pflugerville
1615 Grand Avenue Parkway, 
 Suite 110 Austin, TX 78660

St. David’s Urgent Care Clinic -  
Circle C
5700 Slaughter Lane, Suite 260
Austin, TX 78749

St. David’s Urgent Care Clinic -  
Kyle
5401 S. FM 1626, Suite 140
Kyle, TX 78640

St. David’s ER Facilities

Scan the code or visit 
StDavidsERnetwork.com 

 to find a St David’s 
HealthCare ER close to 
you or to sign up to be 

notified of what is going 
around in your part 

of town.

13-SDM-0806 ER PRINT_CI Double Truck_PFULGER.indd   1 9/6/13   3:56 PM

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
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When faced with a medical emergency, 
where you are treated is just as  
important as how quickly your care  
is delivered.  And when that care is  

provided by a trusted health system, 
you know you’re in the right place.  
That’s why St. David’s Emergency 
Network is always prepared to handle 

your healthcare needs, with many  
convenient locations throughout 
Central Texas.  From brain injuries to 
stroke, heart attacks, broken bones   

or respiratory illnesses, there is a  
St. David’s HealthCare facility nearby 
providing the highest quality care 
when you need it most.  

St. David’s HealthCare has expert  
specialists and physicians ready 24/7 
to meet your needs for emergency 
treatment.  There are six hospital- 
based emergency departments  
spanning Travis County and Williamson 
County including:  St. David’s Medical 
Center, St. David’s South Austin  
Medical Center, St. David’s North 
Austin Medical Center, Heart  
Hospital of Austin, St. David’s Round 
Rock Medical Center and St. David’s 
Georgetown Hospital. All of our 
hospitals are accredited Chest Pain 
Centers and provide emergency 
services from board-certified  
physicians specializing in emer-
gency medicine with access to the 
latest technologies.  Three St. David’s 
HealthCare facilities—St. David’s 
North Austin Medical Center, St. David’s 
Round Rock Medical Center and  
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital – 
are certified 

by The Joint Commission as Primary 
Stroke Centers, and St. David’s  
Medical Center recently earned  
Comprehensive Stroke Center  
Certification—the highest level of 
recognition—from the Texas  
Department of State Health Services.  
Our professional team will treat your 
emergency with speed, compassion 
and medical expertise. 
    You can also rely on high-quality, 
comprehensive care at a convenient 
location, close to home with  

St. David’s Emergency Centers. These 
full-service, free-standing emergency 
departments serve as an extension 
of the nearest St. David’s HealthCare 
hospital.  St. David’s Emergency 
Centers operate 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, and are staffed with 
board-certified physicians.   
St. David’s Emergency Centers can 
handle anything from allergy attacks 
or breathing difficulties to major  
conditions like heart attacks, strokes 
or sports injuries. Should inpatient 
care be necessary, patients will  
quickly be transported to the nearest  
St. David’s HealthCare facility. You 
can find a St. David’s Emergency  
Center in Pflugerville, Bee Cave  
or Bastrop.
    Now that you know about all of the 
locations within the St. David’s  
Emergency Network, we have also

created a tool that will guide you 
on which location to use. Visit  
www.StDavidsERNetwork.com, and 
you can determine which location to 
use based on your specific emergency 
situation and zip code. Use your 
smart phone, and we’ll even provide 
you with directions to make it easier.  

In case of emergency, trust St. David’s 
Emergency Network – Austin’s  
emergency support system.

St. David’s Emergency Network

Our ER is as big as Austin. 

StDavidsERnetwork.com

Every year more than a quarter of a million people look to us in times of an emergency. 
We have convenient locations throughout Central Texas.  

Board-certified physicians. Life-saving technology. And a skilled nursing staff. 
St. David’s is Austin’s Emergency Support System.

Choosing the Right 
Emergency Care.
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St. David’s Georgetown Hospital
2000 Scenic Drive
Georgetown, TX 78626

St. David’s South Austin  
Medical Center
901 W. Ben White Blvd.
Austin, TX 78704

St. David’s Round Rock  
Medical Center
2400 Round Rock Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78681

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center -  
Pflugerville
18914 Limestone Commercial Drive
Pflugerville, TX 78660

HG

St. David’s North Austin  
Medical Center
12221 N. Mopac Expressway
Austin, TX 78758

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center -  
Bee Cave
12813 Galleria Circle
Bee Cave, TX 78738

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center -  
Bastrop
3201 Highway 71 East
Bastrop, TX 78602

St. David’s Medical Center
919 East 32nd Street
Austin, TX 78705

Heart Hospital of Austin
3801 N. Lamar Blvd.
Austin, TX 78756
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St. David’s Urgent Care Clinic - 
Round Rock
1700 Palm Valley, Suite 370
Round Rock, TX 78664

St. David’s Urgent Care Clinic -
Pflugerville
1615 Grand Avenue Parkway, 
 Suite 110 Austin, TX 78660

St. David’s Urgent Care Clinic -  
Circle C
5700 Slaughter Lane, Suite 260
Austin, TX 78749

St. David’s Urgent Care Clinic -  
Kyle
5401 S. FM 1626, Suite 140
Kyle, TX 78640

St. David’s ER Facilities

Scan the code or visit 
StDavidsERnetwork.com 

 to find a St David’s 
HealthCare ER close to 
you or to sign up to be 

notified of what is going 
around in your part 

of town.
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1 APR as low as 6.99% is available for line of credit option only. 2. Annual Percentage Rate (APR) 
offer is subject to approval of credit and loan guidelines. The final rate and term offered to you will be 
determined by your credit history. All Amplify loan programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject 
to change at any time without notice. All loans subject to approval.  Amplify membership required. 

Additional terms, conditions and restrictions may apply. Ownership of home or real 
property in which dwelling is located is required. 3. For a 5 year term loan at 7.49% 
APR, 60 monthly payments of $20.04 per $1000 borrowed; for a 7 year term loan 
at 7.49% APR, 84 monthly payments of $15.34 per $1000 borrowed; for a 10 year 
term loan at 7.49% APR, 120 monthly payments of $11.87 per $1000 borrowed. 
This credit union is Federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

 Funds Up to $50,000
 No Home Equity Needed
 Fast Funding (1 Day!)

lEarN morE: goamplify.com/fundtoday

888-311-1712

APR7.49%
[2][3]

Fixed Rate Loan as low as

6.99%
[1][2]

Line of Credit rates as low as

APR
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7215 Wyoming Springs Dr Suite 300A 

Round Rock, TX 78681

512.505.5500 | AustinCancerCenters.com

 Treating cancer is caring for people.

Austin Cancer Centers brings  
expert care to Round Rock

Brian Shimkus, MD is now accepting referrals. 
MEDICAL ONCOLOGY |  HEMATOLOGY

GENETIC COUNSELING
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619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pfl ugerville, TX 78660 
P (512) 989-6900 • F (512) 989-6901

WWW.DRBAINPEDIATRICDENTIST.COM

New Patients Welcome!
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• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. As a courtesy, we will 
� le primary insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art facility, gaming 
arcade, and movies while you wait.

• In o�  ce sedation and hospital privileges.

ROUND ROCK OFFICE
170 Deep Wood Drive 
Suite 104
Round Rock, TX 78681
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All physicians are 
Board Certifi ed in 
Endocrinology and 

Metabolism.

Certifi ed Diabetes 
Educators on staff.

AUSTIN OFFICE
6500 N Mopac
Bldg. 3, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78731

(512) 458-8400

Serving the Austin, Round Rock, Georgetown, Cedar Park, 
Leander, Hutto, Taylor and surrounding areas.

Kamalpreet (Kim) 
Singh, M.D. 

Board Certified in 
Endocrinology and 

Metabolism

Experts in diabetes, thyroid, osteoporosis and hormonal conditions

Doctors Stephanie Shaw, M.D. 
and Kerem Ozer, M.D. would 

like to introduce a new 
physician to our practice. 

Diabetes - management of types 1 and 2 diabetes, continuous 
glucose monitoring, insulin pump therapy, dietitian services, and 
Certifi ed Diabetes Educators

Thyroid - fi ne needle biopsies of thyroid nodules, treatment of 
thyroid cancer, and hyper- and hypothyroidism

Thyroid ultrasound - Accredited by the American Institute of 
Ultrasound Medicine.  Physicians certifi ed in neck ultrasound.

Osteoporosis - treatment and bone density testing

Glandular disorders - treatment of pituitary, adrenal and other 
hormonal conditions

Clinical research - types 1 and 2 diabetes, obesity, thyroid, 
osteoporosis and cholesterol disorders. (512) 334-3505

Weight loss program - both patients with and without diabetes. 
(512) 334-3484
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Future of proposed Leander X Park project 
uncertain after failed attempt at financing

Amid controversy, Austin Aquarium on track to open in 2013

lEANDER Developers behind a 
proposed extreme sports park must 
regroup after being denied public 
financing by the city of Leander.

Leander City Council unanimously 
rejected a plan Aug. 22 that would have 
allocated $80 million in public municipal 
bonds toward X Park USA, a 120-acre, 
$62 million proposed venture on the city’s 
northwest side on Bagdad Road.

“At the end of the day, I don’t think, 
and eventually the council didn’t feel 
comfortable getting involved in a private 
business,” Leander City Manager Kent 
Cagle said. “We were going to assist them 
in borrowing $80 million, yet we weren’t 
going to have any control over operations 
of the park. It just put us in a real awk-
ward position.”

The project has been on the city’s radar 
since 2006 when Leander approved a 
development agreement, which has since 

expired. Plans called for a regional, multi-
venue sports and entertainment complex 
that would host BMX bike racing, skate-
boarding, motocross motorcycle racing 
and other outdoor sports. 

But as efforts to obtain money for the 
project became more difficult during 
the recession, organizers began seeking 
public support. X Park investor Gary 
Blackwell said the public municipal bonds 
would not negatively affect Leander’s 
bond rating if project organizers failed to 
repay the $80 million in tax-free bonds. 

“There would not be one taxpayer 
dollar going into the project,” Blackwell 
said. “The city or issuing agency has zero 
responsibility.”

His team has since approached other 
Central Texas cities about the same pro-
posed financing mechanism to build X 
Park, but Blackwell said project organiz-
ers still prefer building in Leander, a 

sentiment shared by city officials despite 
insistence from Mayor Chris Fielder, who 
said the option to issue public municipal 
bonds is “off the table.”

“We all want X Park to succeed,” Fielder 
said. “The issue is the financing.”

X Park officials have not ruled out 
more traditional financing, especially 

as financial markets improve. In fact, 
Blackwell said three investment groups 
are currently reviewing the project.

“We have not stopped moving forward 
on this project,” he said.
Full story by Joe Lanane

NORTh AUSTIN The 24,000-square-foot 
aquarium that is on schedule to open by Decem-
ber in Northwest Austin has stirred up both 
excitement and concern from residents.

The first public aquarium in the Austin area, it is 
located inside the former Lack’s Furniture store at 13530 
Research Blvd. It will feature 10,000 animals in 35 exhib-
its that are designed to educate visitors about the oceans 
and rain forests and the wildlife that inhabit them, said 
co-owner Vince Covino, who also co-owns the Portland 
Aquarium in Portland, Ore., with his brother Ammon.

“The mission is to inspire and educate people about the 
creatures we share the planet with and to bring families 
together in an atmosphere where they can connect,” 
Covino said.

How those animals will be treated has many residents 
such as Ernest Samudio concerned. He heads the animal 
rights organization Action for Animals Austin and 
hosted a rally Aug. 31 at the aquarium at which 40–45 
activists showed up to protest it, he said.

“I’ve always been concerned about aquariums and zoos 
because of the process of procuring animals,” Samudio 
said. “Usually it’s a money-making venture or city tourist 
spot. That’s never good for animals.”

The aquarium still has community support from 
Austin residents such as Wayne Crumpler, who said a lot 
of the recent media reports of animal mistreatment are 
“hearsay,” and he doesn’t believe them.

“I don’t believe a business would purposefully harm 
their product—that is the marine life,” he said. “I think 
they would do everything they can to keep [them] 
healthy and beautiful.”

Many of the exhibits at the aquarium will be interac-
tive, such as a shark and ray tank where people can touch 
the animals, Covino said. Featured animals include 

stingrays, sharks, jellyfish, tropical fish, sea turtles, sea 
horses, snakes, iguanas and a kinkajou.

“A lot of these animals are very interactive,” Covino 
said. “That tactile engagement is where a guest will have 
the most memorable experience.”

Another way visitors can interact with animals is 
through the live indoor butterfly exhibit that Craig “The 
Butterfly Man” Lee—who owns a live indoor butterfly 
exhibit that he takes to area schools—is assisting the 
aquarium in constructing. It will showcase monarchs 
and other species.

Covino said he developed a system for operating the 
aquariums by hiring marine biologists and zoologists as 
well as hobbyists with first-hand experience. In Austin, 
the aquarium has hired 15 employees with plans to hire 
another 40 in November.

Before animals arrive at Austin Aquarium, Covino 
said they are held in quarantine to ensure the animals 
are eating on schedule and are healthy enough to thrive 
at the aquarium.

Covino said the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
awarded the business its permit July 17 to import 
animals from other countries. The aquarium is taking 
steps to become accredited by the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums and the Zoological Association  
of America.

The aquarium was originally set to partner with The 
University of Texas at Austin’s Texas Advanced Comput-
ing Center on a high-tech exhibit, but the TACC pulled 
out of preliminary discussions after recent news about 
the aquarium, according to TACC Communications 
Coordinator Faith Singer-Villalobos. Covino said he now 
is in “advanced discussions” with two Austin companies 
about assisting with a high-tech exhibit.
Full story by Amy Denney
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The aquarium will have fish such as the blue ring angelfish.
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UNDER THE SEA
Once it opens, visitors to the Austin Aquarium will 
be able to shake tentacles with a giant Pacific 
octopus or feed lorikeets, a type of parrot, in the 
aviary. Co-owner Vince Covino said he chose 
animals that would captivate adults and children 
alike. Visitors will be able to bring food to enjoy at 
the aquarium’s picnic area, and Covino said there 
will also be a jungle gym with slides.
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A proposed extreme sports theme park has long been envisioned in Leander. X Park USA would include 
areas ideal for bicycle and motorcycle racing, competitive skateboarding, sand volleyball and more.

Full stories online at impactnews.com
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PEOPLE DINING

Now Open
AUSTIN the Scott & White Avery 
Ranch clinic opened Sept. 3 in 
the Shops at Avery Ranch, 10526 
W. parmer lane, Ste. 409. family 
medicine physicians dr. Julie kappler 
and dr. daniel Steffy are the first 
doctors at the new clinic.  
512-310-4700. www.sw.org

Expansions
AUSTIN the St. David’s Women’s 
Center of Texas, 12221 n. Mopac, 
will undergo a $36 million expansion at 
its north Austin location, the hospital 
announced Sept. 13. the expansion 
will add 20 beds to the center’s 
neonatal intensive care unit and 18 
beds to the antepartum, or pre-labor, 

unit. construction began in September 
and will take approximately one year. 
512-901-1050.  
www.womenscenteroftexas.com

In the News
AUSTIN Whole Foods Market 
announced Aug. 20 that its domain 
location will open Jan. 15. the 

65,000-square-foot store will be the 
company’s second largest in Austin 
and the city’s fifth location. the 
company decided to keep its gateway 
store, located at 9607 Research Blvd., 
open after customer feedback. Whole 
foods will be hiring for 300 new jobs.  
www.wholefoodsmarket.com.  
twitter: @wholefoodsatx

Brain Power 5K

Dr. Deirdre Rhoad Brooklyn Heights Pizzeria Ristorante

Capital Golf Cars
CEDAR PARk In November 2006, 
Cedar Park resident Kelly Bolinger 
was rocking her infant daughter when 
she got a strange, sick sensation. She 
instinctively placed the baby on the 
floor before losing bodily control to the 
grand mal seizure that led to her brain 
cancer diagnosis. Bolinger was 28. 

“When I was diagnosed, I tried to find 
help or resources or support, and there 
was nothing,” Bolinger said. 

Bolinger started her own cancer 
awareness group online and connected 
with Run for the Rose, a race in Hous-
ton that supports brain cancer research 
through the Dr. Marnie Rose Founda-
tion. After completing her first half-
marathon, she said she knew it was time 
to start a support system and fundraiser 
near her home in Cedar Park. In 2011 she 
organized the inaugural Brain Power 5K.

“The first year we had about 350 run-
ners. This year we are close to 1,100,”  
she said.  

Proceeds from the Brain Power 5K 
benefit the Dr. Marnie Rose Foundation. 
This year, some funds will also go to 

the Central Texas–based Scott & White 
Healthcare Brain Tumor Center, Bolinger 
said. Brain Power 5K raised more than 
$81,000 in 2013. 

 On race day Sept. 8, Bolinger and 
her fellow brain tumor survivors were 
recognized with applause from fellow 
participants. 

“You can feel the connection with 
people who understand the fear and the 
way it is a permanent part of your life,” 
said Laura Cook, who was diagnosed 
with brain cancer and underwent surgery 
in 2009. 
Full story by Emilie Boenig

AUSTIN When restaurant industry 
veteran Pat Stafford purchased Brooklyn 
Heights Pizzeria Ristorante in January 
2008, he said he expected to be obtain-
ing a small neighborhood restaurant. 

Five-and-a-half years later, the eatery 
underwent a seven-week expansion to 
add a walk-in refrigerator, 60 seats and 
an extra 2,000 square feet. Since reopen-
ing June 6, Brooklyn Heights’ monthly 
profits have grown by nearly 50 percent, 
Stafford said. 

“It was a demand thing, and we were 
outgrowing ourselves. My kitchen was 
ridiculous with the amount of beer and 
food we were going through,” he said. 
“My wife and I ... just wanted to open a 
mom and pop restaurant.” 
Full story by Emilie Boenig

AUSTIN As a young woman, Deirdre 
Rhoad said she was fascinated by tactil-
ity and art and enjoyed working with 
her hands, which made her naturally 
gravitate toward surgery as a profes-
sion as an adult. Her father was in the 
Air Force and taught her how to be 
tough, giving her confidence as an adult 
to go into the medical field, she said. 

“I knew I was tough, and it was where 
I wanted to be,” she said. “Fifteen to 16 
years of training before you can even 
start your practice seems like a long time, 
but if that’s where you want to be, that is 
what you go through.”

Rhoad is one of 9.4 percent of certi-
fied plastic surgeons in the U.S. who are 
female, according to 2012 data from the 
The American Board of Plastic Surgery. 

“A lot of times it feels like I am the odd-
ball because for some reason women are 
not supposed to go into surgery,” she said. 

In 1993 Rhoad started her own prac-
tice, now called Rhoad to Beauty, after 
about 14 years of education and training. 

“I felt like I am needed and appreci-
ated in this [profession] as a woman in 
surgery and that people do care about the 
outcome,” she said. 
Full story by Lyndsey Taylor

gEORgETOWN Morrie and Charlene 
Ballaron have spent the past 25 years 
focused on providing customers the 
golf carts to fit their needs—whether it 
be cruising through the neighborhood 
or playing 18 holes at a golf course.

After working in Tyler for a few years, 
the Ballarons were approached by an 
Austin-area developer who thought the 
couple needed to open a store in George-
town. In 1997 they opened Capital Golf 
Cars on Del Webb Boulevard in Sun City. 

Since opening, Morrie said the store’s 
customer base is largely made up of Sun 
City residents.

“People [in Sun City] use them as a 
second mode of transportation,” Mor-
rie said. “A lot of people get rid of a car 
[when they retire] and buy a golf car. 
Some of them play golf, so they get two.”

Morrie said golfers typically prefer the 
two-seater options, but people carting 
around visitors may look at purchasing 
four- or six-seat options.

Capital Golf Cars also offers replace-
ment parts and vehicle service and main-
tenance. For those who cannot bring 

their golf cars to the shop for repairs, 
Morrie said the shop will pick up cars 
and offer loaner golf cars while repairs 
are being made. 

Capital Golf Cars customers are also 
able to purchase add-ons such as club 
and ball cleaners, radios and coolers. 
Full story by Audrey Spencer
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14900 Avery Ranch Blvd., Ste. c700
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www.brooklynheightspizzeria.com
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400 del Webb Blvd., Ste. 101 
512-864-0777
www.capitalgolfcars.com
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Sat. 9 a.m.–1 p.m., closed Sun.
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of respondents said they wanted to see 
city staff emphasize the quality of the city’s 
parks and recreation programs and facili-
ties—second only to water utilities on the 
list of local priorities. Trail and neighbor-
hood park development were specifically 
cited by respondents as priority projects.

“We’re a very family-friendly commu-
nity,” said Lauri Gillam, Pflugerville assis-
tant city manager and interim parks and 
recreation director. “Although we do have 
an extensive trails system ... there are some 
gaps in it that we want to improve. We also 
have a lot of parkland ... that we have not 
fully developed.”

Trail plans
RVi is proposing additional trails to pro-

mote connectivity within Pflugerville and 
to other cities’ trails, including linking to 
the city of Round Rock’s trail system, the 
city of Hutto’s Brushy Creek Trail and the 
Gilleland Creek and MoKan trails in the 
city of Austin.

To meet these goals, the company identi-
fied three types of trails to be built within the 
city: spine, loop and arm trails. Spine trails, 
such as the existing trail along Pfluger-
ville Parkway, are defined as regional trails 
that help walkers get across the city. Loop 
trails, such as the one along Swenson Farm 
Boulevard, connect spine trails to neigh-
borhoods and other outlets. Arm trails, 
including a trail along Black Locust Drive, 
connect trails to retail centers or parks.

Parks
Continued from | 1

“We’re looking at where we need to make 
new trail connections, where we need to 
build new trails completely, and then we’re 
developing trails standards,” Austin said.

RVi is also studying how the trails should 
be built. The company is proposing estab-
lishing trailheads to mark where trails 
begin; directional, identifying and edu-
cational signage; and amenities including 
maps, restrooms, water sources and exer-
cise equipment.

Park possibilities
RVi has identified 14 potential parks in 

10 areas for development. Each park would 
have a singular usage, from a BMX field in 
Kelly Lane Park to natural preservation in 
Springbrook Park.

According to Pflugerville’s 2030 Com-
prehensive Plan, community parks, includ-
ing Picadilly, Swenson, Kuempel, Mansions 
at Stone Hill and Kelly Lane parks, along 
with Pfennig Fields, promote activities and 
interaction throughout the city. Their pro-
posed uses include sports fields, playscapes, 
dog park areas and exploration.

Neighborhood parks, such as Pfluger 
Heights, Black Locust and Springbrook 
parks, promote interaction in surrounding 
communities, according to the plan. 

Regional parks such as Murchison, Mal-
lard Pond, Highland Park and Highland 
Park North are defined in the plan as larger 
parks with more opportunities for facilities 
and open spaces. RVi has proposed usages 
such as sports fields for this type of park.

Pecan Park, located near Pecan Street in 
downtown Pflugerville, is a proposed lin-
ear park, defined as a park used to attract 

R Regional parks
larger parks with more opportunities  
for facilities and open spaces

L Linear parks
used to attract visitors to an area  
for recreational travel
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C Community parks
promote activities and interaction  
throughout the city

   PROPOSED PARKS AND uSAGES

FirstTexasBank.net

Georgetown
900 S. Austin Ave.
512-863-2567

Georgetown
5321 Williams Dr.
512-869-8910

Pflugerville
1600 West Pecan
512-251-7889

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Rd.
512-259-2443

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Ave.
512-255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr.
512-246-6010

Sun City
480 Del Webb Blvd.
512-864-0379

Liberty Hill
721 Highway 183
512-778-5757

Gary Newman is currently President of  Trio 
Development, LLC, a Georgetown-based land 
development company.

Formerly, Mr. Newman was the President for Sun City Texas 
and Senior Vice President for Del Webb Corporation.  He has been 
active in national home building operations since 1981.

His civic involvement includes being a Board Member on the 
following boards: Chisholm Trail Communities Foundation, Brazos 
River Authority Water Planning, and Rodeo Austin.

Gary’s educational background includes Bachelor of  Journalism 
in Advertising from the University of  Texas.

First Texas Bank is proud to announce 
Gary Newman 

to its Board of  Directors

Drs. Robert & Kristen Hendricks & family
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Hughes said. Currently, Halff Associates 
is in Phase 1, which consists of identifying 
the need for athletic fields and pinpointing 
the specific types of fields needed. 

After presenting its findings to City Coun-
cil near the end of 2013, Halff will move into 

Phase 2, which encompasses where to build 
the fields and what amenities are needed.

“Phase 2 will be [looking at] where we 
would locate this type of complex in the 
city and to determine what size, how much 
parking [and] how many fields for each 
sport,” Hughes said. “It’s more than a sports 
complex—it’s more of a community hub 
for sports, having fields as well as large pic-
nic-type pavilions for neighborhood events 
and that type of thing.”

One potential site for the fields is the Ran-
dig Tract, located off Weiss Lane. Hughes 
said the area’s natural qualities make it an 
attractive place for sports fields, but the 
acreage is located on a floodplain. Addi-
tional studying will have to be done before 

a decision is made on 
whether the tract is 
suitable for sports-
fields, but Hughes 
said Halff is looking 
at other possible areas  
if the Randig Tract 
falls through.

“Part of Phase 2 is 
what [type] and where these facilities will 
be located,” Hughes said. “The Randig 
Tract is just one site, and there are other 
sites in the city we would look at as well.”

Phase 3 will include a master plan for 
the final site, and will determine if it is a 
feasible location for athletic fields or if it is 
better suited as a city park.

Lake Pflugerville
In the ETC survey, respondents ranked 

improvements to Lake Pflugerville as the 
third most important parks and recreation 
project for the city and installing bathrooms 
in the area as the No. 1 project of interest.

Halff Associates’ second project will be 
to develop a master plan for Lake Pfluger-
ville and study how the area can be better 
used for recreational purposes.

Hughes said Halff will present its find-
ings and recommendations for Lake 
Pflugerville to City Council in October. 
Options the company is looking at include 
expanding the area’s trails and walkway 
system, upgrading the lake’s beach area and 
expanding parking and bathrooms. 

“Water attracts people,” Hughes said. “It’s 
getting a lot of use and attention by the resi-
dents as well as people from adjacent cities. 
The city is wanting to look at how we can 
develop this lake to meet the recreational 
needs of the city and enhance some of the 
natural qualities of the lake area.”

visitors to an area for recreational travel. 
Dubbed by RVi as “The Art Park,” pro-
posed usages include outdoor art exhibits 
and places for residents to create their own 
art as they view the area’s landscape.

“For each of the parks, we’re trying to cre-
ate a unique response,” 
Austin said. 

Athletics fields
The resident survey 

also found 15 percent 
of respondents ranked 
building a sports com-
plex as a priority. Halff 
Associates also spoke with local sports 
leagues and identified a need for an athletic 
complex and more sports fields.

“There’s a dire need for athletic fields in 
the city,” Hughes said. “[Teams] are having 
to travel outside [Pflugerville’s] city limits 
to play in some cases. It would be nice to 
have facilities that would be able to accom-
modate their needs in the city.”

A study on a possible athletic complex 
for the city will be held in three phases, 

“although we do have an extensive trails  
system ... there are some gaps in it that we  
want to improve.” 
– lauri gillam, pflugerville assistant city manager and interim parks and recreation director

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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N1   Black Locust Park  “The Front Porch” 
  4 acres

pavilion, porch swings/hammocks, playscape, half-court  
for basketball and firefly lawn

R2   Highland Park and  
Highland Park North

  105.6 acres
off-leash dog trail and park, community garden and orchard, 
sports courts and fields, botanical trail and play trail (series of 
activities along a trail)

C3   Kelly Lane Park  “The Exploration Park”
  15 acres  

Mound park/BMX area, outdoor classrooms, play  
area and swings, butterfly garden and public art

C4   Kuempel/Swenson parks  
and Pfennig Fields

  50 acres  

Swenson Park: Wildflower seeding program,  
geocaching and exploration

Pfennig Fields: Sports fields, restrooms and parking

Kuempel Park: trailhead to lead users to lake  
pflugerville or northeast Metro park

C5   Mansions at Stone Hill Park 
“Live, Work, Play”

  9.3 acres  

dog park, open fields, wireless internet access, fitness  
hill and playscapes for different age groups

R6   Murchison and Mallard Pond parks
  29.4 acres  

tricycle track for children to learn to ride bikes, community 
garden and orchard, and activity centers for children

L7   Pecan Park  “The Art Park” 
  15 acres

outdoor art exhibits, spaces to view and create art, remote-
control car race track and a maze

N8   Pfluger Heights Park  “The Guitar Park” 
  1 acre  

one plan for this park is to create a musical theme park  
based off surrounding neighborhood road names, including a 
music-themed play area. other uses could include a climbing 
rock, pavilion, picnic area and an area for basketball courts.

C9   Picadilly Park  “Natural Pflugerville” 
  9.8 acres     

outdoor classrooms, nature trails, prairie restoration  
and highlighting of existing ecosystems

N10   Springbrook Park  
“Neighborhood Nature” 

  13.2 acres  

connection to trail system, jogging track and natural  
habitat restoration
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urban design firm Rvi has identified 14 parks in 10 areas 
for development. While some park’s plans include building 
playscapes, sports fields and other interactive amenities, other 
developments seek to preserve the existing ecosystems.

these are proposed ideas and have not been officially adopted by the city.

Source: city of pflugerville
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What they do: tRBs are used to fund construction, land purchases and improvements for facilities at texas public university campuses.
how they work: tRBs are authorized by an act of the texas legislature. individual schools submit requests for funding, and the individual requests are compiled into larger tRB bills. 

funding: if approved, the debt payment on the tRBs are included as a line item within the state’s general fund budget. history: tRBs were first issued to texas universities in 1971. for a period, it was a tradition of the legislature to issue a new round of tRB funding once every four years. However, no new tRB legislation has been approved since 2006. 

tuition revenue bonds
cheat sheet

 Nov. 12, 2012
State Sen. Judith Zaffirini, 
d-laredo, prefiles the first 30 
bills of the 83rd legislature, 
including a $2.4 billion tax 
revenue bond, or tRB, a bill to 
fund construction at state public 
universities. the bill includes  
$56 million for a health 
professions building for use 
by the texas State university 
and texas A&M Health Science 
center campuses in Round Rock.

 Jan. 8, 2013
the regular session of the  
83rd texas legislature begins.

 March 12, 2013

SB 16 is introduced for the first 

time to the Senate and referred 

to its finance committee.

 April 16, 2013
the bill is reported out of the 
finance committee with a vote of 
14-0 in favor of the bill.

 April 23, 2013
SB 16 is approved by the full 
Senate by a unanimous vote.

 May 8, 2013

SB 16 is read for the first time 

in the House of Representatives 

and referred to its appropriations 

committee, which includes Rep. 

larry gonzales, R-Round Rock.

Schools
Continued from | 1

20
12

20
13

Senate Bill 16 was among the first bills filed prior to the 83rd legislature and one of the last to fail. 
Although the bill received widespread bipartisan support from members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, it ultimately failed when legislators could not agree how to appropriate more 
than $2.4 billion in tuition revenue bond funding among the state’s public universities.

the origin, life and demise 
of Senate Bill 16

Legislature includes the cost of paying off 
the bonds within the state’s general budget. 

In theory, TRBs free up schools’ budgets 
for operations and reduce tuition costs. 
Without TRBs, universities are limited in 
how much they can invest in facilities at sat-
ellite campuses such as in Round Rock, said 
William Nance, Texas State University vice 
president for finance and support services. 

“You might get somebody to give you 
$1 million ... to get their name on [the 
new building]—but you [still] have a long 
way to go,” he said. “We could raise tuition 
a whole bunch. ... But that really puts the 
burden on the students who are here now 
and will pay before the buildings are built. 
There are not any real good choices.”

State Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, 
whose district includes the Texas State Uni-
versity campus in San Marcos, considers 
herself one of the Legislature’s leading pro-
ponents of TRBs. On Nov. 12, 2012, Zaf-
firini prefiled the first 30 bills of the 83rd 
Texas Legislature, the first of which would 
later be assigned the designation SB 16—a 
$2.4 billion TRB bill. 

“Tuition revenue bonds are very impor-
tant to the universities ... because there is no 
funding that is appropriated [by Legislature] 
directly for construction,” Zaffirini said. 

Zaffirini—who was first elected to the 
Texas Senate in 1987 and served as chair-
woman of the Higher 
Education Com-
mittee from 2006 
through 2012—said 
the unofficial cus-
tom in the past was 
for the Legislature to 
approve a new round 
of TRB funding once 
every four years. The 
last TRBs to pass, 
however, were in 2006, meaning by the next 
scheduled legislative session, Texas public 
universities will have gone nearly a decade 
since receiving state-funded bonds. 

“It is exceedingly disappointing because 
the universities need [funding] so badly,” 
Zaffirini said. “This is the perfect time 
because construction costs are down, inter-
est rates are down and the need is great.”

‘Nobody blinked’
Multiple legislators, lobbyists, and uni-

versity representatives said SB 16 appeared 

a lock to pass up until the final days of the 
regular session.

According to legislative records, on  
April 23, the Senate passed the bill by a unan-
imous vote, and a month later the House 
of Representatives approved an amended 

version by nearly a  
5-1 margin.  

There were, how-
ever, notable differ-
ences between the 
House and Senate 
versions of the bill. 
According to state 
Rep. Larry Gonza-
les, R-Round Rock, 
the House-amended 

bill allotted all of the schools included with 
80 percent of the total funding they indi-
vidually requested. In some cases, such as 
the Texas State Round Rock Campus, this 
formula translated into a funding decrease 
from the Senate version, but for some other 
schools it equated to more money. 

“Our version had support of all [58] 
schools—the Senate version did not. … 
And therein lies the problem,” Gonzales 
said. “The Senate version was picking and 
choosing winners and losers.”

With just three days remaining in the 

regular session, it appeared the House lead-
ership expected the Senate to approve the 
amended version rather than losing the bill 
altogether, Zaffirini said. Instead, the Sen-
ate requested the formation of a conference 
committee to work out the differences. When 
the House refused to appoint members to 
the committee, the bill’s progress stalled. 

“I think both sides thought the other side 
would say, ‘OK, I give. … We just want to 
get a bill,’” said Randy Cain, a legislative 
lobbyist employed by the city of Round 
Rock. “But nobody blinked.”

Gonzales said the failure of SB 16 was 
emblematic of what occurs when personal 
agendas interfere with legislative action. 

“I tell people all the time: You learn in 
seventh grade how a bill becomes a law, but 
what they don’t teach you is the variables 
of personalities,” he said. “[Sometimes] the 
policy loses out to the politics and person-
alities, and I think that is what happened 
here. You walk away shaking your head, 
thinking, ‘We needed these.’”

After the regular session ended, there 
remained hope among legislators and 
higher education leaders that Gov. Rick 
Perry would place the bill on the call of one 
of the subsequent special sessions. How-
ever, after needing three special sessions 

“[Sometimes] the 
policy loses out to the 
politics and personali-
ties, and I think that is 

what happened here. 
– State Rep. larry gonzales, R-Round Rock



 May 8, 2013

SB 16 is read for the first time 

in the House of Representatives 

and referred to its appropriations 

committee, which includes Rep. 

larry gonzales, R-Round Rock.

 May 17, 2013
the bill is reported out of the 
appropriations committee with 
a vote of 23-0 in favor of the 
bill. the committee, however, 
recommends increasing the total 
funding of the bill to $2.7 billion 
and provides each school with 
80 percent of the funding they 
have requested.

 May 21, 2013
the full House approves the 
amended version of the bill 
by a vote of 121-26, with one 
abstaining. the House revisions 
reduce the funding for the new 
building in Round Rock to  
$44.8 million.

 May 22, 2013

the Senate refuses to concur 

with the House amendments 

to SB 16 and requests the 

formation of a conference 

committee to resolve the 

differences. “Had i made [a 

motion to vote on the House 

version], i wouldn’t have had 

the votes,” Zaffirini said. “the 

differences were too big.”

 June 25, 2013

Sen. Wendy davis, d-fort Worth, 

runs out the clock of the first 

special session via a 10-hour 

filibuster of an abortion bill. tRB 

legislation is never introduced 

during the session.

 June 26, 2013
perry calls back the legislature 
for a second special session 
to begin July 1. He plans to 
introduce bills relating to 
abortion, transportation funding 
and juvenile sentencing during 
the session.

 July 30, 2013

perry calls a third special 

session to complete legislation 

on transportation funding. 

there is no official word from 

the governor’s office regarding 

adding tRB legislation to  

the call. 

 Aug. 5, 2013
the third special session is adjourned after legislators pass transportation funding. tRB legislation is never added to the call. “the governor put very specific issues on the call that needed to be addressed, and the legislature took three sessions to get that work complete,” said Josh Havens, deputy press secretary for perry.

 May 26, 2013the last day to accept conference committee reports 
passes without any further 
action on SB 16. “We were 
all shocked,” said gonzales 
regarding the failure of SB 16. 
“We have been here for five 
months, and nobody ever said 
there was a problem.”

43

 May 27, 2013

Sen. kel Seliger, R-Amarillo, 

who replaced Zaffirini in 2013 

as the chairman of the Senate 

higher education committee, 

immediately files new tRB 

legislation in hopes of it being 

placed on the call by perry 

during the special session.

 May 27, 2013
the last day of the regular 
session of the 83rd legislature 
expires. gov. Rick perry 
immediately calls the legislature 
back for a special session for 
the purpose of resolving election 
redistricting plans.

to resolve issues on redistricting, abortion 
and highway funding, Perry declined to 
introduce the bill again. 

“The governor put very specific issues on 
the call that needed to be addressed, and the 
Legislature took three sessions to get that 
work complete,” said 
Josh Havens, deputy 
press secretary for 
the governor’s office. 
“Unfortunately the 
timing didn’t allow 
for TRBs to be offered 
to the call.” 

Moving forward
Zaffirini has 

already promised to reintroduce TRB legis-
lation at the next legislative session. 

However, with statewide elections loom-
ing in 2014, the future political climate and 
appetite for billions of dollars worth of TRB 
funding is difficult to predict. Aside from 
the fact there will be a new governor in 
office by the time of the next session, it is 
also possible there could be transitions in 
the lieutenant governor’s office as well as 
the legislative committee chairs. 

“There are going to be a lot of moving 
parts,” Acevedo said. “Next time we will see 

who the players are and we will see who the 
lieutenant governor is, and we will see if 
that’s going to be a partner of TRBs or not.”

Regardless of the results of the 2014 elec-
tions, Texas State and Texas A&M officials 
in Round Rock say they are already prepar-

ing new TRB fund-
ing requests. The 
idea, said Dr. Brett 
Giroir, interim exec-
utive vice president 
for the Texas A&M 
Health Science Cen-
ter, is for Round 
Rock’s higher educa-
tion institutions to 
cooperate, instead 

of competing, in securing the state funding 
he says they both need to expand. 

“Collaboration between [academic] insti-
tutions is often not done because everybody 
wants something to be mine, mine, mine,” 
Giroir said. “But we have to transcend that 
instinct to … work together. That is what 
the people of Texas expect us to do, and that 
is what our patients expect.” 

“Next time we will see 
who the players are. ... 
and we will see if that’s 
going to be a partner of 
TrBs or not.”
–Julie Acevedo

hoMe for higher learning:
Round Rock's college campuses
the city of Round Rock 
has seen the rapid 
development of its college 
campuses during the  
past decade. 
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texas state university 
round rock Campus
located on 101 acres 
donated by the Avery 
family, the campus currently 
includes two buildings 
that host approximately 
2,000 students. School 
leaders are hoping to build 
a third building to host the 
university’s college of health 
professions as well  
as medical students from 
texas A&M. 

texas a&M health  
science Center
the 134,000-square-foot 
facility opened in 2009 and 
hosts more than 120 medical, 
nursing and pharmacy 
students. tuition revenue 
bond funding would allow the 
expansion of programs.

austin Community College 
round rock Campus
opened in 2010, the college currently 
serves approximately 5,000 students—
many of whom are on track to attend 
the neighboring texas State and texas 
A&M campuses. plans for future growth 
include expanding the campus to allow 
it to accommodate 11,500 students.
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( 5 1 2 )  3 3 9 - 6 6 2 6  •  w w w. r w g d o c s . c o m / n e w - o b g y n s

• Well Woman Exams
• Routine & High Risk OB
• Minimally Invasive Surgery
• Pelvic Floor Reconstruction 
• In Of� ce Procedures
• Fertility Diagnosis and Treatment
• Birth Control and IUDs
• HPV Vaccines
• Bone Density Testing
• In Of� ce Digital Mammography
• OB/GYN Ultrasounds
• Much More

Renaissance Women’s Group 
welcomes Dr. Gutierrez and Dr. Truitt 
now seeing patients in our new 
Cedar Park OB/GYN of� ce.
Providing the following OB/GYN services:

Bringing 30 years of experience in Ob/Gyn care to your neighborhood.

Ginger Truitt, M.D.

Clarissa Gutierrez, M.D.

12201 Renfert Way • Austin, TX 901 Cypress Creek, Bldg 1, Ste 101 • Cedar Park, TX

Round Rock Christian Academy

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

314 old highway 183   |   cedar park, tx  78613
512.331.7503   |   plushhomefabric.com

314 OLD HIGHWAY 183   |   CEDAR PARK, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   PLUSHHOMEFABRIC.COM

Get your home ready 
for the holidays 

with our
Annual Fabric Sale!

20% OFF ALL FABRIC
October 1-31st
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Market Data

Market Data compiled by 
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133

kathryn.fowler@kw.com
On the market  (Aug. 1–31) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

Less than $100,000 11 3 2 41 45 112

$100,000–$149,999 102 96 103 30 25 43

$150,000–$199,999 166 212 93 36 40 48

$200,000–$299,999 330 157 34 48 50 70

$300,000–$399,999 175 33 5 55 46 62

$400,000–$499,999 62 3 5 79 73 50

$500,000–$749,999 34 2 5 53 121 217

$750,000–$999,999 3 1 2 83 55 134

$1 million + 1 0 1 151 0 748

Number of homes sold Average price

Month Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

August 2013 325 161 77 $242,088 $194,147 $163,542

August 2012 287 109 45 $233,543 $163,032 $136,659

July 2013 362 186 64 $246,864 $187,184 $172,685

June 2013 320 138 38 $252,716 $190,841 $166,426

May 2013 305 142 46 $254,883 $177,597 $153,440

April 2013 250 131 46 $236,428 $171,861 $175,507

March 2013 247 110 41 $240,015 $173,036 $160,939

February 2013 169 70 37 $237,070 $174,884 $154,642

January 2013 132 62 19 $227,880 $156,131 $161,847

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78634 Emory Farms 2022 S. Ash Cove 4br/2ba $200,000 2,530 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 512-801-7718

78634 Emory Farms 1006 Emory Fields Cove 4br/2ba $239,900 3,219 Barbara McLaughlin J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-516-0120

78634 Hutto Highlands 2001 Cockrill Cove 3br/2ba $215,728 2,030 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City 512-964-5724

78634 Hutto Highlands 216 Hendelson Lane 3br/2ba $164,900 1,777 Jason Taylor Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-200-2624

78634 Hutto Square 102 Delby St. 5br/2ba $179,900 2,590 Marci Wagner RE/MAX Capital City III 512-496-4980

78634 Hutto Square 218 Delby St. 4br/2ba $132,500 1,620 Lisa Messana Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-636-6882

78634 Park at Brushy Creek 102 Palestine Cove 4br/2ba $137,000 1,586 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-0229

78634 Park at Brushy Creek 300 Millook Haven 3br/2ba $135,900 1,364 Cheryl Fowlkes Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-749-8509

78660 Avalon 3321 Glastonbury Trail 5br/3ba $269,400 3,005 Kim Horther Keller Williams Realty 512-423-6018

78660 Creekside 109 W. Custers Creek Bend 4br/2ba $225,000 2,854 Denise Seals Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-547-9855

78660 Falcon Pointe 1700 Brandon Keller Court 4br/2ba $188,000 2,415 Karen Staha Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-217-2435

78660 Falcon Pointe 2704 Quiet Water Pass 4br/3ba $240,000 2,571 Jeffery Self Self Homes Realty 512-619-7046

78660 Heatherwilde 17415 Wiseman Drive 3br/2ba $156,900 1,510 Linda Larson Hill Country Realty 512-517-3322

78660 Heatherwilde 1232 Acanthus St. 3br/2ba $136,900 1,370 Reggie Mitchell Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-924-0280

78660 Highland Park 412 N. Cascades Ave. 3br/2ba $135,000 1,274 Gary Cocanougher ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-773-3989

78660 Highland Park 916 Craters of The Moon Blvd. 3br/2ba $186,500 1,292 Monica Blackburn Blairfield Realty LLC 512-695-7881

78660 Highland Park 404 Yucca House Drive 3br/2ba $159,900 1,377 Bill Morris RE/MAX Capital City 512-785-3345

78660 Meadows/Blackhawk 2612 Linville Ridge Lane 4br/3ba $275,490 3,433 Dorothy Palmore J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-925-0045

78660 Park at Blackhawk 20312 Farm Pond Lane 3br/2ba $179,000 1,892 Karen Covey Goodwin Partners Inc. 512-423-5018

78660 Royal Pointe 18713 Jana Patrice Drive 3br/2ba $184,000 2,073 Martha Chavez Realty Executives Austin–North 512-922-4833

78660 Springbrook 205 Betterman Drive 4br/2ba $184,000 2,111 Crystal Hampton Team Price Real Estate 512-431-0987

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 4100 Veiled Falls Drive 4br/2ba $219,950 2,577 Sherry Hindmarsh RE/MAX Capital City III 512-731-8316

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 3620 Taylor Falls Drive 5br/3ba $239,000 3,108 Nason Hengst Keller Williams Realty 512-775-7900

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 3921 Bandice Lane 4br/2ba $169,900 1,802 Gail Huebel Keller Williams Realty 512-848-3477

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 4713 Randig Lane 4br/3ba $243,425 2,466 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78660 Villages of Hidden Lake 4705 Randig Lane 4br/2ba $228,325 2,372 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78664 Bradford Park 3002 John Wilson Lane 3br/2ba $156,000 1,785 Debra Meyer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-8467

78664 Brushy Slope 1110 Brushy Creek Drive 3br/2ba $230,000 1,792 Mack Linan RE/MAX 1 512-791-1419

78664 Chandler Creek 1209 Water Spaniel Way 3br/2ba $159,900 2,309 Noel Garza e-Executive Realty 512-257-1160

78664 Chandler Creek 1201 Deerhound Place 4br/2ba $145,000 2,148 Michael Takao Keller Williams Realty 512-659-6991

78664 Forest Creek 2245 Shark Loop 5br/3ba $399,999 3,713 Carolyn Guzman Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-663-0116

78664 Forest Creek 3726 Harvey Penick Drive 4br/2ba $329,900 3,960 Phoenix Pike Keller Williams Realty 512-762-7313

78664 Forest Creek 2216 Hamlet Circle 5br/3ba $458,500 3,980 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-251-4950

78664 Forest Creek 3214 Bay Hill Lane 9br/7ba $1,295,000 10,180 Lauren Schauer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-963-5772

78664 Forest Creek 3304 Daufuskie Island Road 3br/4ba $354,900 3,236 Leisa Ormsbee J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-590-1833

78664 Greenlawn Place 1808 Whirlwind Trail 3br/2ba $160,000 2,501 Tony Garrant Classic Realty 512-779-6744

78664 Greenslopes at Lakecreek 1219 Greenbriar Loop 2br/1ba $109,900 904 Jack Stapleton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-264-5115

78664 Jester Farms 2125 Jester Farms Road 3br/2ba $145,000 1,513 Megan Companion Keller Williams Realty 512-986-4519

78664 Jester Farms 1821 Wallin Loop 3br/2ba $149,750 1,714 Kiersty Lombar Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-439-3696

78664 Laurel Ridge 3850 Haleys Way 4br/2ba $200,000 2,406 Coco Vargas Keller Williams Realty 512-801-9788

78664 Oak Bluff Estates 3 Meadow Way 4br/3ba $289,900 2,841 Charles Young Keller Williams Realty 512-794-6688

78664 Oak Bluff Estates 4 Meadow Run 4br/2ba $369,000 2,808 Linda DeMarco Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-423-7333

78664 South Creek 2415 Wisteria Way 3br/2ba $129,000 1,212 Lisa Kosub Young Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8232

78664 South Creek 2316 Raintree Path 4br/2ba $174,900 1,877 Lou Cartwright Avalar Austin 512-413-1657

ZIP code guide
78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

4100 Veiled Falls Drive

4 Meadow Run

3214 Bay Hill Lane

300 Millook Haven
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Each O�  ce is Independently Owned and Operated

2300 Greenhill #200 | Round Rock TX | 78664

Keller Williams Realty Round Rock – 
Williamson County Commercial 
and Residential Relocation Division

We’re coming....

Visit us at www.WilcoRelo.com
512.220.RELO (7536)   |   Global Reach. Local Roots.
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Recent Property Listings ZIP code guide
78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78664 Windy Park 1603 Breezy Court 3br/2ba $120,000 1,193 Rolf Mitzkat Mitzkat and Associates 512-508-7653

78664 Windy Terrace 2009 Windsong Trail 3br/2ba $144,900 1,519 Christi Baylor Up Realty 512-788-3698

78665 Chandler Creek 309 Pheasant Road 3br/2ba $184,500 2,684 Heather Smith Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-636-3994

78665 Forest Ridge 3019 Senna Ridge Trail 4br/2ba $300,000 3,020 Leisa Ormsbee J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-590-1833

78665 Meadows Chandler Creek 1700 Balsam Way 4br/2ba $190,000 3,224 Joetta Houghton Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-736-2471

78665 Preserve/Dyer Creek 1109 Dyer Crossing Way 5br/3ba $349,990 4,074 Shaista Salahuddin Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-771-8749

78665 Round Rock Ranch 1415 Fort Lloyd Place 3br/2ba $179,900 2,000 John Springer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-296-0208

78665 Settlers Overlook 2848 Shadowpoint Cove 3br/2ba $170,000 1,742 Patrick Birdsong Realty Austin 512-585-1571

78665 Sonoma 1801 Paradise Ridge Drive 4br/2ba $209,000 2,377 Cathy Wallace Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-921-4150

78665 Sonoma 633 Crane Canyon Place 4br/3ba $250,000 3,128 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-0229

78665 Sonoma 2801 W. Piper Sonoma Court 5br/3ba $332,000 3,898 Stacy Mansoor RE/MAX 1 512-589-8311

78665 Stoney Brook 1540 Tonia Loop 4br/2ba $184,500 2,674 Nancy Moore Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-422-4767

78665 Teravista Condo in Gardens 4332 Teravista Club Drive 2br/2ba $299,900 1,803 Linda Graves RE/MAX Capital City III 512-744-4584

78665 Teravista 805 Meadow Bluff Court 3br/2ba $210,000 1,945 Debra Boyd Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-699-4162

78665 Teravista 1101 Hillridge Court 3br/2ba $328,874 2,967 Robert Ewing RE/MAX Capital City III 512-619-0023

78665 Teravista 4350 Green Tree Drive 5br/4ba $339,900 3,658 Jason Taylor Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-200-2624

78681 Bent Tree 2047 Crabapple Cove 5br/3ba $280,000 3,921 Tony Garrant Classic Realty 512-779-6744

78681 Brushy Bend Park 4508 Crestridge Drive 4br/2ba $375,000 2,249 Pat Gunter RE/MAX Capital City III 512-750-0116

78681 Cat Hollow Condo 16100 S. Great Oaks Drive 2br/2ba $136,500 1,068 Carra Elkins Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-422-9411

78681 Cat Hollow Condo 16100 S. Great Oaks Drive 2br/2ba $144,900 1,208 Chuma Jerome One Percent Realty, a PLR Co. 512-423-5507

78681 Fern Bluff 17818 Park Valley Drive 3br/2ba $189,000 2,247 Carolina Aceituno Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-217-1218

78681 Mayfield Ranch 3816 Derby Trail 4br/2ba $296,000 2,962 Raymond Abi-Rached Keller Williams Realty 512-565-1172

78681 Oakcreek 1008 Oakwood Blvd. 3br/2ba $222,900 2,216 Rise’ D. Johns Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-267-5246

78681 Preserve at Stone Oak 1008 Balanced Rock Place 3br/2ba $168,000 1,604 Suzie Gole Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-791-4223

78681 Preserve at Stone Oak 3309 Blue Ridge Drive 3br/2ba $211,900 2,314 Clark Johnson Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-609-9096

78681 Somerset 1712 Taron Drive 3br/2ba $189,500 1,684 Gregory Hodge RE/MAX Capital City III 512-381-6827

78681 Stone Canyon 8308 Ironweed Run 4br/2ba $299,900 2,880 Martha Browning Prudential Texas Realty 512-407-2456

78681 Stone Canyon 6022 Spindle Top Terrace 4br/2ba $295,000 3,037 Dave Murray Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-751-6060

78681 Vista Oaks 4064 Honey Bear Loop 3br/2ba $280,000 2,688 Gerri Misko Prudential Texas Realty 512-426-2814

78681 Vista Oaks 3536 Ashmere Loop 5br/3ba $285,000 3,321 John Springer Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-296-0208

78681 Wood Glen 2006 Inverness Drive 4br/3ba $315,000 3,279 Tara Knight Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-751-4834

78681 Wood Glen 2841 Chatelle Drive 4br/2ba $344,500 3,271 Craig Deere J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-828-2345

78681 Woods 1904 Overcup Drive 4br/2ba $260,000 2,591 Sally Decelis RE/MAX Round Rock 512-791-7419

78717 Avery Ranch Brookside 15521 Brodick Drive 5br/4ba $462,500 3,740 Keri Aladeniyi Realty Austin 512-789-0756

78717 Avery Ranch Estates 9612 Indina Hills 4br/4ba $599,000 4,041 Nason Hengst Keller Williams Realty 512-775-7900

78717 Avery Ranch 11508 Staked Plains Drive 3br/2ba $265,000 2,675 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 512-330-1047

78717 Avery Ranch Landing 15529 Staked Plains Loop 4br/2ba $295,200 2,862 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-767-6787

78717 Highland Horizon 116 Longitude Trail 5br/4ba $480,431 3,302 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8818

78717 Oak Brook 9404 Pearlstone Cove 4br/2ba $389,999 3,247 Terri Romere Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-431-5435

78717 Woods Brushy Creek 15413 Montoya Cove 4br/2ba $239,900 2,584 Linda Mouser Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-763-9835

2801 W. Piper Sonoma Court

17818 Park Valley Drive

3536 Ashmere Loop

9404 Pearlstone Cove

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 9/4/13 and 9/17/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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• 4t� Annua� • 
Chal� Wal� Festiva�

For  more  informat ion on how you can part ic ipate ,  go  to :

www.roundrockchalkwalk.com

October 4t� 2 p� – 9 p� • October 5t� 10 a� – 7 p�
Downtown Round Rock

Live music on 2 stages featuring the Biscuit Brothers
Blues, brews and BBQ Friday starting at 6:00 PM
Chalk art on the street
Locally crafted art for sale
Kids activities and petting zoo
Street performers
Art auction Saturday at 6 pm

Free admission. Concessions and vendors on site. 

Friday, October 18, 7:30 p.m.
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra Concert

Friday, October 18
Round Rock Community Choir

Saturday, October 19, 7:30 p.m.
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra Concert

Now through October 19th
Thursday, Fridays & Saturdays @ 8:00pm
Sam Bass Community Theatre | The Red Velvet 
Cake Wars

October 25, 2013 to December 13, 2013
Fall Photography and Sculpture Art Exhibit

Thursday, October 3, 5:30 p.m.
1st Thursday Artist Exhibit Opening

Saturday, October 12, 8 a.m.
Outlaw Trail 100 Cycling Tour

Now through October 15th – December 15th
Art Show featuring Jean Hestand

Friday, October 18th from 12:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Calling all Genealogists!

ROUND ROCK ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG      ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

Saturday, October 26, 10 a.m.
Touch A Truck

Friday, October 25, 6 p.m. Zumbie 8p.m. 
Movie, My Boyfriends Back 
Zumbie – Zombie Zumba and 
a Movie

October 27, 4:30 p.m. 
Round Rock Ballet Folklorico

October 28, 7 p.m., October 29 and 30, 
10:30 a.m.
Halloween Party!

at the Domain
(Phase 1 - between Macy’s and Neiman Marcus)

Saturday, October 19, 2013
10am to 4pm

Photo compliments of ©Nicole Mlakar Photography

More informati on available at

dogtoberfestausti n.org


