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Toll paves way for Pflugerville development
Eastbound and growing

Construction work is now under way at the 130 Commerce Center in East Pfluger-
ville. New developments are increasing in the area along Toll 130.

By Korri Kezar
SH 130 is opening residential 

and commercial development 
opportunities for Pflugerville 
and helping the city grow into a 
larger Austin suburb.

During the past 10 years, 
Pflugerville has experienced a 
247 percent new development 
growth rate, said Floyd Akers, 
executive director of the Pfluger-
ville Community Development 
Corp. He believes the jump in 
population and development can 
be largely attributed to the build-
ing of the toll road.

“We’ve expanded rapidly, and, 
of course, one of the things that 
helped us dramatically is the 
SH 130 tollway, which is cutting 
right through town,” Akers said. 

Although Pflugerville’s early 

developers expected the city to 
stay smaller than 15,000 people, 
today it has a population of nearly 
50,000. With expanding devel-
opment around the toll road 
and East Pflugerville, Akers said 
the city could grow to five times 
its current size. With its nearby 
unincorporated areas, known as 
extraterritorial jurisdiction, or 
ETJ, Pflugerville has a footprint 
approximately the size of Plano. 
The ETJ holds 50,000 acres of 
undeveloped land, the majority 
being east of SH 130, Akers said.

The highway is already 
accounting for an influx of traffic 
throughout Pflugerville. Recent 
counts taken from a toll booth 
near Pecan Street indicate that the 
stretch of highway sees approxi-
mately 65,000 cars every day. 
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What the tollway offers
The toll road cuts through the 

east side of Pflugerville where 
large tracts of undeveloped 
land remain. The availability of 
real estate with toll road access 
attracted developments such as 
the Stone Hill Town Center and 
Pfluger Crossing. Additional 

commercial and residential inter-
ests are now getting in on the 
space availability. 

“The only way we can grow is 
east,” Akers said. “Land is rea-
sonable over here, which is one 
of the things that drives our mar-
ket. We don’t have impediments 

Data pointing to new life in 
city’s commercial economy

Revival in Round Rock business construction 

By JP Eichmiller
There is no official signal for when an eco-

nomic recession ends and recovery begins. 
Church bells do not ring, town criers do not 
take to the streets and public service announce-
ments are not released to mark the moment 
the economy is deemed healthy again. 

In Round Rock, however, tangible evidence 
indicates the city’s commercial economy is in 
the midst of a massive rebound from the past 
several years of relatively modest and occa-
sionally stagnant growth.

a few high-dollar projects. In fiscal year 2013, 
for example, 28 commercial permits have been 
issued, compared with eight during the first 
half of fiscal year 2012. 

“We are definitely seeing an increase. There 
is no doubt about it,” said Brad Wiseman, 
Round Rock Planning and Development Ser-
vices director. “Just with permits, applications 
and calls, we have definitely seen an uptick.”

Rising tide
The volume of an area’s new commer-

cial activity is often used as an indicator of 
interest in local investment, the willingness 
of banks to finance loans and job creation, 

See Economy | 35

“I think we are seeing a trend,” Round Rock 
City Manager Steve Norwood said. “Just here 
in the last six months or so, you are really 
starting to see things pick up.” 

The evidence is not just anecdotal. Nor-
wood’s office collects monthly reports from 
the city’s Planning and Development Review 
Department. According to the city’s data, dur-
ing the first half of the 2013 fiscal year, which 
began in October, the city reviewed building 
permits for more than $77 million worth of 
commercial developments—nearly a tenfold 
increase versus the same period in 2012. 

The number of developments has also 
increased, indicating the new construction is 
being spread out and does not only represent 

28
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What a difference a year makes: Round Rock's commercial construction increase
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$7,824,142 $77,049,505

October 2012–March 2013October 2011–March 2012
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In emergency care, the need for speed is critical. St. David’s offers instant access to our Emergency Room wait times. Just scan the QR code with 
your smartphone and in no time you’ll know the current approximate wait time at the St. David’s ER nearest you. St. David’s ER professionals 
are specially trained to provide the highest level of emergency care available — to make you well again. Without making you wait.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627  

or (888) 868-2104.

Check E.R. Wait Times Before You Leave Home. 
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FROm ThE GENERAl mANAGER
H-E-B, Texas State 

Technical College, In-
N-Out Burger, Snappy 
Snacks, La-Z-Boy and 
Kia—these are just a few 
of the businesses either 
moving to or expanding 
within Hutto, Pfluger-
ville and Round Rock. 
With the continued 
influx of new residents 
relocating to Central 
Texas, it is no surprise 

we are seeing more retail, restaurant, higher education, 
service and commercial businesses opening.

 Our region’s growth can be attributed to a number of 
factors, including a pro-business climate and available 
infrastructure. We delve into the area’s growth more 
in this month’s coverage of the uptick in commercial 
development in Round Rock and Pflugerville’s growth 
to the east. 

 The challenge that remains is handling the area’s 
growth while keeping in place the very things that have 
made our local cities so attractive: safe neighborhoods, 
good jobs, quality schools and a tight-knit community 
feel.

 It seems that for the time being citizens are generally 
pleased with how local elected officials are handling 
this balance because a lack of challengers to incumbents 
resulted in the cancelation of city council elections in 
Hutto and Round Rock and the school board election 
in Hutto. Pflugerville school district residents will, 
however, have an opportunity to cast their vote for the 
Pflugerville ISD board of trustees May 11. In our elec-
tion guide found on Page 20, you can learn more about 
the candidates for this race and the local polling loca-
tions where you can cast your vote. 

amy ellsworth
General ManaGer

aellsworth@impactnews.com

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
Take The pOll lasT MOnTh’s pOll ResUlTs

Do you believe the uptick in new 
business construction is an indication 
that the local economy is improving?

  yes, i believe the local economy is strong now

  yes, it is improving, but there is a long way to go

  Maybe, it depends on what kind of jobs are created

  no, the job market has not gotten any better

  no, the local costs of living still need to improve

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll

look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Would you support a bond package if 
the City of Round Rock decides to hold 
an election in  November?

no, i don’t believe the city should take out new bonds 

  38% 

yes, i believe the projects would be good for the city

  29.56% 

Maybe, it depends which projects are proposed

  27.03% 

Maybe, it depends on the cost of the projects

  5.41%
Results from an unscientific web survey collected 4/4/13–4/22/13

in this edition, our front-page story, “Revival in Round Rock 
business construction,” looks at the substantial increase in 
new commercial building going on in the city. according to city 
and private industry officials, the recent surge is indicative of a 
rebound from the recent recession that has affected new busi-
ness and homebuilding. we would like to know if you feel as 
though the local economy is improving.

in the april issue, we wrote about the city of Round Rock’s 
plan to consider a bond proposal for the november elections 
that could include funding for parks, libraries, public safety 
and more. we asked readers what they thought.

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT 
Premium Sedan with All Weather Pkg

$219mo

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD
$279mo

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Lease the FWD now for: $279 per month for 24 months** with $3128 cash due at signing *48 months at $21 per month per $1,000 � nanced. **No security deposit required. Monthly payment of 
$279, based on $32,795 MSRP. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Expires 4/30/13

Model DAD P2. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments 
of $219, � nal pymt / residual = $13,518. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $24,141. Stk# Z7842.All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. All regular 

scheduled maintenance must be completed at Subaru of Georgetown. See dealer for details. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other o er. Dealer participation may 
a� ect � nal negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only. MPG -gures are estimated highway, results vary. O� ers expire 4/30/13.

D

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

P

$0 Down Payment

correction: volume 8, issue 7
on page 31, the second point on the top graphic should 
have indicated 70 percent of eastbound traffic on Round 
Rock avenue transitions south onto Mays Street, not north.
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lifts and engine upgrades and specializes 
in custom fabrications including bumpers, 
suspensions and protective vehicle body 
armor. 512-996-9669.  
www.4wdfactory.com

New Ownership

9  Owners Jerry and Virginia Wade took 
over ownership of Dickey’s Barbecue Pit 
at 661 Louis Henna Blvd., Ste. 330, on April 
1 from Sal Bhatty. Dickey’s is a quick-serve 
barbecue restaurant that offers dine-in, 
takeout and catering services and features 
sausage, beef, chicken and turkey dishes. 
All meals include a free serving of ice 
cream. 512-244-2877. www.dickeys.com

Anniversaries

10  Round Rock Animal Hospital at 404 
Chisholm Valley Drive celebrated its 35th 
anniversary of business April 15. Longtime 
Round Rock resident and founder  
Dr. Dennis Sundbeck established the 
hospital in 1978. The business specializes 
in full-service veterinary care for domestic 
animals including diagnostic tests, 
surgeries and preventive care.  
512-255-6232. www.roundrockvet.com

11  Hoody’s Subs at 1205 Round 
Rock Ave., Ste. 121, celebrated its 24th 
anniversary of business April 17. Owner 
Richard Hood opened the restaurant 
in Round Rock on April 17, 1989. The 
restaurant offers East Coast–style sub 
sandwiches and specializes in Philly 
cheesesteak sandwiches. 512-244-7166. 
www.hoodyssubs.com

Expansions

12  Round Rock ISD officials confirmed 
April 19 that the district plans to have 
the Phase 3 expansion of Round Rock 
High School, 300 N. Lake Creek Drive, 
completed by July 1, 2014. According to 
planning documents filed with the City 
of Round Rock, the expansion will cost 
$34 million and will encompass two floors 
with 139,569 square feet of new classroom 
and office space. 512-464-5000.  
www.roundrockisd.org

13  Owner Ryan Rastelli is planning 
to unveil an expansion June 3 of The 
Goddard School at 4076 Gattis School 
Road. The expansion will include  
5,500 square feet of new classrooms and 
a technology lab. The Goddard School is 
a child care center that offers educational 
programs for children ages 6 weeks to  
12 years old. 512-251-6116.  
www.goddardschools.com

14  Assured Self Storage at 1515 N. A.W. 
Grimes Blvd. is planning to expand its 
facilities by August or September. Owner 
Don Valk is building a new 19,000-square-
foot, climate-controlled self-storage facility 
that will add 203 new units to the facility’s 

Round Rock

Now Open

1  James and Cherie Dunham opened 
Hands of Time Antique Warehouse on 
Feb. 23 at 703 Limmer Loop. The store 
sells antiques dating from the 19th century 
to mid-century modern and are shipped 
from various nations including France 
and Belgium. The store is open the second 
Saturday of each month 8 a.m.–4 p.m. and 
by appointment. 512-658-1603.  
www.handsoftime.info

2  Mimi’s Learning Center opened 
April 1 at 1800 Sam Bass Road, Ste. B. The 
business offers care and curriculum for 
children ages 6 weeks–5 years old and is 
working to offer after-school programs. 
Hours are Mon.–Fri. 6:30 a.m.–6 p.m.  
512-388-0888. www.mimislc.com

3  Owners Joe and Lee Ann Roblee 
opened Anytime Fitness on April 22 at 
1150 Satellite View. The new 5,000-square-
foot facility is open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week and features new Precor 
exercise equipment and tanning beds. The 

business also offers personalized training, 
boot camps and more. 512-813-2380.  
www.anytimefitness.com

4  Owner Alfredo Padilla opened 
Nopalito’s Cantina & Grill, 2000 S. I-35, 
Ste. G1, on Feb. 11. The authentic Mexican 
restaurant features recipes and dishes 
native to the Jalisco region of Mexico, 
including many seafood dishes, Padilla 
said. The restaurant also features an 
outdoor patio with seating for 24 guests 
and a tequila bar. 512-218-0990

Coming Soon

5  Owner Phyllis Sample plans to open 
The Bridge: Social Learning Center at 
1516 E. Palm Valley Blvd. on June 10. 
Director Carolyn Peterson said the new 
business is a social learning center for 
children with developing social skills 
who have autism, Asperger’s Syndrome, 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, 
social anxieties and mood disorders. The 
center also offers separate social skills 
classes and groups for gifted and talented 
children, Peterson said. 512-238-5858

6  Zenith Massage and Spa is set to hold 
a grand opening at 9 a.m. on May 19. The 
business is located at 2150 E. Palm Valley 
Blvd., Ste. 300, and offers massage services. 
Hours are scheduled to be 9 a.m.–10 p.m. 
daily. 512-388-1755.  
www.zenithmassageandspa.com

Relocations

7  Round Rock Hyundai relocated  
April 1 from 2301 N. I-35 to a new building 
at 2405 N. I-35. The dealership, which is 
owned by Penske Corp., specializes in the 
sales of new Hyundai vehicles and used 
vehicles of all makes and models. The 
dealership also offers full vehicle services 
and parts sales. 512-244-9000.  
www.roundrockautogroup.com

8  Krawltex relocated in January from 
500 Brushy Creek Road, Ste. 400, in Cedar 
Park to 3742 CR 123. Owner Greg Youens 
took over the business in September from 
Cameron Chin and decided to relocate the 
business to Round Rock when its former 
lease expired. Krawltex is an off-road 
automotive shop that offers suspension 
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existing 704 units. The business is owner-
operated and offers self-storage units of 
varying sizes and limited spaces for boat, 
RV and vehicle storage. 512-310-2220. 
www.storeassured.com

School Notes

15  The Round Rock ISD board of trustees 
is seeking community input on renaming 
the district’s performing arts center the 
Raymond E. Hartfield Performing Arts 
Center. Hartfield, who died in June 2012, 
served on the board of trustees from 1994–
2008 and championed the construction of 
the performing arts center. Community 
members can submit comments by email 
to community_relations@roundrockisd.
org, on the district’s website at  
www.roundrockisd.org or via mail to 
the RRISD administration office, Attn: 
Community Relations Department, 1311 
Round Rock Ave., Round Rock, Texas, 
78681. The deadline to submit is May 6.

In the News

16  A Shell gas station located at 409 W. 
Palm Valley Blvd. is being put up for sale 
with 138 other convenience stores and 
gas stations in Texas and five other states 
by 7-Eleven Inc. NRC Realty & Capital 
Advisors LLC will coordinate the sale. Bids 
for the properties are due by June 27. For 
more information, call 800-747-3342,  
ext. 1305, or visit www.nrc.com/1305.

Pflugerville

Now Open

17  Owners Jaime and Marty Ortiz opened 
Estilo Pools at 105 E. Pecan St., Bldg. B, 
on April 12. The new business sells pool 
supplies and offers pool renovations and 
service. 512-902-2722.  
www.estilopools.com

Scott Saunders opened Concrete Beauty 
and Design in January and operates the 
business out of his home. The company 
offers concrete staining and acrylic 

overlays. Hours are Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.– 
7 p.m., but Saunders also works with 
clients and their schedules. 512-577-2688.  
www.concretebeautyanddesign.com

Coming Soon

18  Austin-based TrackingPoint 
announced a deal April 23 with the 
Pflugerville Community Development 
Corp. to relocate the company’s 
headquarters by late summer to a new 
48,000-square-foot office complex at 
the 130 Commerce Center located at the 
southwest corner of SH 130 and East Pecan 
Street. The company is also planning to 
construct a $3 million ballistics laboratory 
at the site. Tracking Point is an applied 
technology company that specializes in the 
design and manufacturing of precision-
guided firearms. In a news release, the 
PCDC said it expects the company to 
employ more than 90 workers at the site by 
the end of the year. 877-970-7232.  
www.tracking-point.com

19  Barry and Rita Davis plan to open a 
Russo’s New York Pizzeria in mid-July 
at 18816 Limestone Commercial Drive, 
Ste. 500. The international chain serves 
specialties such as bruschetta, specialty 
pizza and calzones, sandwiches and pasta.  
www.nypizzeria.com

20  Sandwich shop Jersey Mike’s Subs 
plans to open a location at 1608 Town 
Center Drive, Ste. 500, in July. The shop’s 
menu options include subs, wraps and 
salads. Hours are planned to be 10 a.m.– 
9 p.m. daily. www.jerseymikes.com

Hutto

Now Open

21  G&S Mechanical opened a location 
at 410 Tradesmen Drive on March 15. 
The business offers sales, service and 
installation on heating and cooling systems 
and 24-hour emergency service. Office 
hours are Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–4 p.m.  
512-627-1814. www.austin-ac-repair.com

Relocations

22  Formerly located at 143 Exchange 
Blvd., Ste. 300, Divas Hair Salon relocated 
to 409 W. Front St., Ste. 210, in February. 
The salon offers coloring, haircuts, 
extensions, products for sale and more. 
Hours are Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.  
512-759-3765

Expansions

23  The formerly named Triple Crown 
Dog Academy announced May 1 it has 
changed its name to StarMark Animal 
Behavior Center and is expanding its 
services. Located at 200 CR 197, StarMark 
offers new customized training packages, 
specialized boarding options that 
include suites that simulate dogs’ home 
environments and a full-service grooming 
center that includes massage therapy and 
spa services for dogs. StarMark specializes 
in dog and owner training and behavior 
programs. 512-759-2275.  
www.aboutdogtraining.com

School Notes 
 
As of April 29, Hutto ISD students cannot 
charge breakfast or lunch meals in school 
cafeterias. In order to receive meals, 
students must have money in their debit 
accounts or use cash or checks. If a student 
does not have money, he or she can receive 
a cheese sandwich, fruit or vegetable side 
option and milk. Parents can deposit 
money in students’ accounts with credit or 
debit cards online at www.hutto.txed.net. 
For more information, call 512-759-2164. 
www.hutto.txed.net 
 
In the News 
 
The Hutto Economic Development 
Corp. announced April 24 that it has 
hired Joey Grisham as its new president/
CEO. Grisham is scheduled to take over 
responsibilities of the HEDC on May 28. 
Grisham previously served as director 
of the Lake Granbury Area EDC in 
Granbury, Texas. 512-759-2806.  
www.huttoedc.com news or questions about Round Rock, pflugerville or 

Hutto? e-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by JP Eichmiller

Owners Joe and Lee Ann Roblee opened Anytime 
Fitness in Round Rock on April 22. 

3

Custom off-road shop and race team sponsor 
Krawltex relocated to Round Rock in January. 

8

Dr. Dennis Sundbeck (center) founder of Round 
Rock Animal Hospital, celebrated the facility’s 
35th anniversary April 15.

The new addition to Round Rock High School is 
scheduled to be completed July 1, 2014.
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John F. McEntire, 
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek, 
DDS

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

512-642-5994

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o mFind us on 
Facebook!

O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express

Our Gold Standards:
• Comfortable, Modern Office
• Care with a Gentle Touch
• On-Time Scheduling
• Family Block Appointments
• Conservative Treatment
• Fun for Kids
• Insurance Friendly
• Monthly Payment Plans
• Emergencies Seen Promptly
• Sedation Dentistry Available
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Imagine having heart surgery and 
the only thing to show for it is a tiny 
incision on the side of your chest.
It takes a big team to make something that small happen.  
Our comprehensive team consists of a full staff of skilled 
cardiologists, interventional cardiologists, cardiothoracic 
and thoracic surgeons and medical professionals 
dedicated to caring for patients with cardiac conditions.

Our progressive approach to delivering quality cardiac 
care has been recognized by healthcare industry 
accreditation organizations, such as the American Heart 
Association. And these honors for us mean outstanding, 
heartfelt care for you.

BIg team, TIny IncIsIOn

to learn more about our 
cardiac team, please call  
or visit us online. 

512-509-0200 
roundrock.sw.org
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Pflugerville works new deals with water providers
By Korri Kezar 

Agreements passed by Pflugerville City Council at its 
April 9 meeting will pave the way for continued coopera-
tion between the city and the SouthWest and Manville 
water supply corporations, according to city officials.

Council passed a resolution authorizing a $250,000 
payment to Manville Water Supply Corp. in exchange for 
taking over all water utility provision to the Sorento sub-
division. The resolution stated the takeover is a “gesture 
of cooperation, conciliation and goodwill by the Man-
ville Water Supply Corporation.”

Before the agreement, approximately half of the sub-
division’s 944 homes fell under Manville’s coverage area, 
with the city supplying water for the remaining area. The 
purchase will allow the city to serve the entire subdivi-
sion, which is currently being developed on Weiss Lane.

“There is real development pressure on that particular 
tract, and it would have been served by two different 
water providers, which would have been confusing,” 
Pflugerville Assistant City Manager Trey Fletcher said. 
“It was a benefit to the community to [take over service].”

The city has taken over water service coverage areas 
from Manville before, including an area southwest of 
Pflugerville Parkway. 

Manville also announced April 12 its plans to spend 
more than $350,000 to upgrade its service pipelines and 
pumps throughout the city. Included in the figure is a 
$241,608 project to replace 2,100 feet of 12-inch pipeline 
with newer 16-inch pipe along Heatherwilde Boulevard. 
A second project will cost $115,571 to add pumps to Man-
ville’s elevated tank plant at FM 685 and Gattis School 

uTIlITIES

pecan St.

Road. The project is intended to improve service to areas 
near the Greenridge subdivision and Gattis School Road.  

“Manville has served the area for many years and will 
continue to do so in a cost-effective and reliable man-
ner,” Manville WSC General Manager Tony Graf said in 
a news release.

The Manville system’s older pipelines have led to line 
breaks and other issues in the past, and the city has taken 
steps such as approving a $300,000 expenditure in March 
to run a redundant pipe to the Royal Pointe subdivision, 
which is currently served by Manville, in order to provide 
backup service to the area if another break should occur.

“The city and Manville [are] trying to find areas where 
we can agree ... or allow the city to take over the service,” 
Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman said. 

The council also approved extending negotiations 
with SouthWest Water Supply Corp. through April 9, 
2014, with SouthWest agreeing to freeze rates during that 
period. The city and SouthWest are working to compro-
mise on utility rates, and City Manager Brandon Wade 
said negotiations are moving forward.

“I am very encouraged by the discussions we’ve had 
with SouthWest of late,” Wade said at the council meeting. 

The current rate discussions between the city and 
SouthWest started in 2012 when SouthWest proposed a 
67 percent rate increase for customers of the Windermere 
Water Supply Corp., SouthWest’s provider company in 
Pflugerville. At that time, the city agreed to pay South-
West $176,752 to purchase water from Austin to cover 
Pflugerville’s peak demand and to drop proceedings that 
could have ended the city’s service with SouthWest. In 

return, SouthWest agreed to freeze rates for a year. The 
city and SouthWest have worked since then to foster an 
agreement and alleviate issues, including rate increases, 
and the April 9 decision will allow the two parties to 
continue negotiations.

“During the past year [the city and SouthWest] talked 
quite a lot with each other ... and over the past year we’ve 
discussed very thoroughly what we won’t accept from 
each other,” Wade said. “What we’ve done now is focused 
in on an area where we can have some success, and not 
just short-term success, but long-term success.”
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future city of 
pflugerville service
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service area
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service area
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Source: city of pflugerville

apply now! www.goamplify.com/equityloan | 866-538-0488 

1. APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Loans Subject to approval. Must apply by 7/31/2013. Combined Loan-to-Value (CLTV) cannot 
exceed 80% of your home’s value. Based on a representative example for a simple interest loan: a 5-year term at 3.29 percent APR 
results in monthly payments of $18.10 per $1000 borrowed, and a 10-year term at 3.49 percent PR results in 120 payments of $9.88 per 
$1000 borrowed. Additional terms, conditions, and restrictions may apply. Amplify Membership and Property Insurance required.
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WWW.BRIGHTSMILESTEXAS.COM

A brighter smile is 
just a call away!!

1912 W. Pecan St. 
Suite A-103 

Pfl ugerville, TX. 78660

Check us out on Rateadentist.com

Call Today:
512-989-3200

Family Dentistry 
FOR ALL AGESFU

N

AD_TJ031913_Neighbor

We would like to 
introduce you to your 

newest neighbor.

www.wellmedhealthcare.com

Your WellMed doctor - your partner for better healthcare

WellMed Medical Group helps people with Medicare  
stay healthy.

We understand the needs of patients like you.  We treat 
illness, and focus on preventive care.

•	 On-site laboratory
•	 Physician on-call 24 hours a day /  

7 days a week
•	 Fast, easy access to healthcare
•	 Shorter wait times, longer scheduled visits 

with your doctor

WellMed at Round Rock 
511 Oakwood Blvd., Ste. 103 

Round Rock, TX  78681 
512-388-9495

Come in and meet
Dr. Paul Wolf 

Board Certified 
Internal Medicine
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Lights, camera, action for Hutto TV
City and school district reach agreement to provide channel

By Korri Kezar 
An agreement between the city and 

school district is putting Hutto on the air.
Both Hutto City Council and the Hutto 

ISD board of trustees approved agree-
ments March 21 to host a local Public 
Education Government, or PEG, channel. 
The channel will include content from 
both the city and the district, with pro-
gramming on events, health and safety 
tips as well as meeting rebroadcasts. In 
the future, the channel could be used 
to broadcast live meetings, serve as an 
instructional tool and issue school alerts, 
HISD Public Information Officer Emily 
Grobe said.

“We realized ... if we had our own 
channel, it was something we could take 
advantage of,” Grobe said. “We felt it 
would be just another opportunity to give 
our parents and our community some-
thing ... they can watch anytime.”

Content from the city and district 
will air on Channel 10 for Time Warner 
Cable customers within Hutto. The Texas 
Utilities Code requires cable companies 
to provide up to two PEG channels to 
municipalities such as Hutto with popula-
tions less than 50,000. It does not cost a 

NEWS REPORT

municipality to acquire a channel.
“Our hope is that by May, it’ll turn over 

to our content,” Grobe said. 
Initially, the channel will be managed 

by the district’s public information office 
in conjunction with city officials. In late 
August or early September, Grobe said 
she hopes the channel’s programming 
duties will be given to video technology 
classes at Hutto High School. Grobe said 
the district is working with Time Warner 
Cable and Cisco Systems Inc. to offer net-
working technical certifications through 
the program as well. 

“Anything that we can do to give our 
students hands-on experience with what 
they’re going to experience in the real 
world, we want to,” she said. “This is a 
way for our kids to get certification, it’s 
another job or career pathway, [and] it’s 
another way that we can make our kids 
career- and college-ready.”

In addition to HISD’s contributions, the 
city hopes to use the channel for meet-
ings, city-sponsored events and a commu-
nitywide calendar. Mayor Debbie Holland 
said the channel is another avenue the city 
could use to get more residents involved.

“We recognized years ago that there 

is no one way to reach all of the citizens, 
and I think that’s why you see city staff 
and council trying so many different 
avenues of outreach to the community,” 
Holland said. “I think [the channel is] 
just another opportunity to reach out to 
the community that has not plugged into 
what’s going on in town.” 

Fiber cable will be run from Time War-
ner Cable’s Round Rock location to a hub 
for the channel set up at the high school. 
The hub will be equipped with a switch 
and two encoders, which allow program-
ming to be broadcast on the channel. 

The total cost for setting up the channel 
is $30,000. The city will spend approxi-
mately $18,000 to install the fiber cable, 
and will split the $12,000 cost for other 
equipment with the district, with both 
parties paying $6,000 each.

The district will likely incur additional 
expenses to provide the computers and 
software needed to create programming 
and run the channel. The district has 
already planned to upgrade its comput-
ers, Grobe said, but has not figured out 
exact costs and is still deciding how much 
equipment will need to be upgraded.

k
o

rr
i k

ez
ar

Hutto High School students Amber Gentry and Zachary Forster set up a video camera as part of the 
school’s video technology class, which the district hopes can soon help run the Hutto TV channel.

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling 
Obstetrical Care

Annual Gynecologic Exams
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause

Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery 
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   
1305 W. 34th St, Ste. 407 • Austin, TX 78705 

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.
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512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

BIO-IDENTICAL HORMONE REPLACEMENT THERAPY
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W. 38th St.
W. 34th St.

MoPac

512-244-7200 
301 Seton Parkway, Suite 100 (3 Miles East of IKEA)

Seton-Williamson Medical Center

512-868-3937 
4500 Williams Dr., Suite 228 (HEB shopping center)

Georgetown, TX 78633

Accepting most insurance including Medicare and Medicaid

• Complete eye exams for glasses and contacts
• Cataract surgery
• Diabetic eye exams 

Dr. Jatla MD Dr. Haven OD
Board Certi� ed Ophthalmologist/Glaucoma Specialist

Clarity Eye Center: O� ering Cutting-Edge, 
Quality Eye Care with Compassion.

At Clarity Eye Center, you will receive professional, cutting-edge eye care that is 
tailored to your needs. We will deliver quality care with compassion. 

www.clarityeye.net

• Eyelid surgery 
• Laser surgery
• Glaucoma laser and surgery 

An Austin Monthly 
Top Doc 2013

The Collector

The Collector
Gold & Silver, Jewelry, 
Flatware, and Coins

Coin Collections      Old Currency

is ...NOW ENROLLING 
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years 
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certifi ed and 
specialized teachers with degrees 
(BS, Masters).

• Educators experienced in 
language, math, science, art, music, 
Spanish, Hindi and Sign Language.

• Extracurricular activities 
(yoga, dance, piano & theatre arts).

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com
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By JP Eichmiller 
A temporarily stalled roadway project 

intended to alleviate RM 620 traffic in 
Round Rock and North Austin is again 
under way with a new construction firm.

Construction on Phase 2 of the 
O’Connor Drive roadway extension, 
which is designed to link RM 620 and SH 
45 N, has been on hold since December 
because of the default and bankruptcy of 
the original contractor, Ballenger Con-
struction, according to the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation. TxDOT, how-
ever, announced March 21 that Zachry 
Construction Corp. of San Antonio had 
been hired to complete the project. 

TxDOT Public Information Officer 
Kelli Reyna said construction on the 
O’Connor Drive project resumed April 1. 
Zachry Construction spokesman Jason 
Syptak said the company hoped to have 
the project completed within “the first 
quarter” of 2014. The originally scheduled 
completion date of the project was for 
December 2013. 

“We appreciate the public’s patience 
and look forward to getting back to work 
on this project,” said Michael McKissick, 
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an engineer for TxDOT’s North Travis 
Area Office. “TxDOT worked with the 
[bonding] company to get the affected 
project moving as quickly as possible 
while maintaining the safety of the con-
struction zone.”

The O’Connor Drive project is a joint 
effort between Williamson County and 
TxDOT intended to offer alternative tran-
sit options for motorists in North Austin 
and Southeast Round Rock. Williamson 
County Commissioner Lisa Birkman said 
the county hopes the project will allevi-
ate traffic on RM 620 through the Brushy 
Creek Municipal Utility District and 
along Deepwood Drive, which motorists 
often use as a cut-through to reach the La 
Frontera Shopping Center. 

“That section of [RM 620] has four to 
five times more cars [on it] than it was 
designed for, depending on the time of 
day and where you are,” Birkman said. 
“Due to congestion there, people have 
asked for another way to get to [SH 45 N] 
so that they won’t have to use [RM 620]. 
This will provide that connection. It will 
allow people to get to Austin and the 
south section of Round Rock quicker.” 

Williamson County funded and has 
completed the four-lane divided road sec-
tion of O’Connor Drive from RM 620 to 
just north of SH 45 N at a cost of  
$6 million. The roadway is currently open 
between RM 620 and Great Oaks Drive. 

The remaining work needed to com-
plete the project includes building con-
nector roads between O’Connor Drive 
and McNeil Road and entrance and exit 
ramps for SH 45 N and Loop 1. The cost 
of the connector roads and toll ramps is 
budgeted at $25 million, with 75 percent 
of the funding coming from TxDOT and 
the remainder from Williamson County. 

Birkman and Reyna both confirmed 
that the construction delay and switch of 
contractors will not add any cost to the 
project for taxpayers.

“When you have a big job like this, 
the state and county both require that 
you have a bond,” Birkman said. “If the 
construction company doesn’t complete 
the job, the bonding company has to com-
plete it for the price. It is like an insurance 
thing. They ensure that it will be done for 
the price so the customer doesn’t get left 
paying extra.”

TRANSPORTATION 

O’Connor Drive project resumes construction
New contractor hopes to have road, toll linkup completed by early 2014 Map not to scale

1
TOLL

Entrance ramp 
to SH 45 N

Exit ramp 
from SH 45 N

Entrance ramp
to SH 45 N

Frontage road

Frontage road

Entrance ramp
to Loop 1

Exit ramp 
from SH 45 N

Exit ramp 
from Loop 1

O’Connor Drive 
extensionRM 620

 

       g
reat oaks dr.

45
TOLL

1
TOLL

620

O’Connor Drive  
extension/toll interchange
the o’connor drive extension and toll 
interchange project is a joint venture 
between the texas department of 
transportation and williamson county 
to alleviate traffic on RM 620 by opening  
new connections to SH 45 n, loop 
1 and Mcneil Road. phase 1 of the 
project, an extension of o’connor drive 
from RM 620 to great oaks drive, was 
completed in 2012. phase 2, which 
will include toll road entrance and exit 
ramps and feeder roads connecting 
o’connor drive and Mcneil Road, has 
been delayed since december, but is 
again under way and expected to be 
complete by early 2014. 
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United Way of 
Williamson County

Drive A Senior.org
Neighbors Helping Senior Neighbors

Volunteer today and help 
seniors stay independent longer
Running errands or have time 
between meetings? 
This opportunity is for you.
• Go online & choose a day and 

time to volunteer
• Flexible schedules to fi t around 

your availabilitywww.driveasenior.org
2498 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
512-310-1060
info@fi asenioraccess.org

Attention Teachers: This is a great 
way to volunteer in the summer!

Before After

Finally!
An affordable patented 

procedure is now available 
to treat toenail fungus.

SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser
$295Starting at

WE ALSO TREAT 
BUNIONS

HAMMERTOES 
WARTS 

FRACTURES
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ground-level section
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New arterial road near completion
Round Rock’s Arterial A to link Hwy. 79 with Forest Creek Drive

By JP Eichmiller
City of Round Rock officials are keep-

ing up the push to stay ahead of the city’s 
expected future growth by designing 
roadway arterials that can handle the 
projected traffic increases. 

The most recent example of the city’s 
proactive roadway planning is the con-
struction of Arterial A, also known as 
Kenney Fort Boulevard, a six-lane divided 
roadway that is eventually expected to 
connect University Boulevard to the 
north with SH 45 N to the south. The first 
phase of the project, which runs between 
Joe DiMaggio Boulevard and Forest 
Creek Drive, is expected to open to traffic 
this summer. 

“[Kenney Fort Boulevard] is sched-
uled for substantial completion by July,” 
Round Rock Transportation Director 
Gary Hudder said. “We will put traffic on 
it, but we won’t officially dedicate it [until 
the fall] because there is still a punch list 
of small things to do.”

The concept of Arterial A has been in 
the works for at least a decade, Hudder 
said. The idea is to build a grid of major 
north-south and east-west arterial roads 
spaced approximately 1 mile apart. Smaller 
connector roads would then serve as 
relievers into neighborhoods and business 
areas, he said. 

“[Kenney Fort Boulevard] is part of our 
transportation master plan,” Hudder said. 
“It takes pressure off its sister roads in 
the region, which are Red Bud [Lane] and 
A.W. Grimes [Boulevard].”

Round Rock City Councilman John 
Moman said part of the city’s transporta-
tion master plan includes a forward-think-
ing approach that anticipates future traffic 
and opens up areas for development.

“[Kenney Fort Boulevard] is where our 
high-growth corridor is, so it’s going to 
improve our economy when it’s built,” 
Moman said. “This is not a reactive move; 
this is proactive.”

TRANSPORTATION
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conceived 10 years ago, Round Rock’s arterial 
a, also known as kenney fort boulevard, is on 
schedule to open in July. the first phase of the 
project will link traffic between Hwy. 79 and forest 
creek drive. future phases could extend the road 
between university boulevard and SH 45 n.

Funding sources: city of Round Rock and 
williamson county

Road structure: Six-lane, divided roadway

Major features: underpass below union pacific 
railroad tracks and bridge over brushy creek 

Planned opening: 

July 2013
Cost: 

$17.8 million

Construction of Kenney Fort Boule-
vard began in September 2011. The city 
budgeted $21,808,000 for the project from 
its Type B revenue, which is produced 
from a one-half cent voter-approved sales 
tax. Williamson County contributed an 
additional $8 million to the project. 

Hudder, however, estimates the total cost 
of construction when completed will come 
in closer to $17.8 million. The project, 
which is being built by Round Rock–based 
Chasco Constructors, is also running four 
months ahead of schedule, he said. 

The major construction components of 
the project include an underpass below 
the Union Pacific railroad tracks, which 
run parallel to Hwy. 79, and a bridge over 
Brushy Creek. Because of the proximity 
of the railroad tracks, motorists will not 
be able to access Kenney Fort Boulevard 
directly from Hwy. 79. Instead, drivers 
will be required to turn onto Joe DiMag-
gio Boulevard to reach the new road. 

Opening up access to land south of the 
railroad tracks to road traffic may also 
allow for new residential and commercial 
development. Prior to now, there was no 
convenient access to the undeveloped areas 
south of The Dell Diamond across Hwy. 79. 

“The railroad is always a big obstacle. 
That was why we did the [railroad] over-
pass,” Williamson County Commissioner 
Ron Morrison said. “It is a big thing for 
the city. There are about 500 acres of 
landlocked land there that is primed for 
development.”

Although the city has not yet set a 
timeline or budget for the next phase of 
Arterial A, Hudder said the likely next 
step is extending the road to the south 
to connect with Gattis School Road and 
eventually SH 45 N. 

“We think that will have a bigger 
reliever impact to have Hwy. 79 and [SH 
45 N] connected rather than to the north 
where there’s just a lot of open fields,” 
Hudder said. 

Forest Creek Dr.

karen@peeksvacations.net
512-789-7079  •  WWW.PEEKSVACATIONS.NET

Join PEEKS CRUISES & TOURS 
& AUSTIN GOLF TRAVEL CLUB 

for AGTC’s first inaugural GOLF TRIP TO OCHO 
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Prices Starting From: $1664.50
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• Complimentary Greens Fees 
 and Transfers
• PGA-Certifi ed Golf Clinic 
 Twice a Week
• Complimentary Private 
 Group Cocktail Reception
• Private Group Dinner *

• Group Photo Session
• 5X7 Group Photo Per Room
• Group Gift
• Group Activities
• Farewell Cake
• Private Group Check-In**

SANDALS GRANDE RIVIERA BEACH 
AND VILLA GOLF RESORT
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AUSTIN
512.634.0025

GEORGETOWN
512.652.9000

ROUND ROCK
512.600.8100

A bank that doesn’t fit the mold? That’s R Bank.
We don’t follow, we stand out. Each person is unique and R Bank is committed to 
tailoring products and services based on your individual needs.  If you’re looking 
for a different way to bank, then You Belong Here. 

RBankTexas.com

You Belong Here

All banks 
aren’t alike.

Between work, family and friends, your to-do list 

may be longer than the Colorado River.

And taking care of yourself may be last on that list. 

But when it comes to heart disease, 

early detection can make a world of difference.

A Heart Healthy CT scan can uncover heart disease in 

a few minutes, and maybe years before you have 

any symptoms. That’s why Seton has made the Heart 

Healthy CT more affordable than ever—just $49. 

Because the people you care about depend on your 

heart too, there’s no better time to put

your heart health first.

After all, it’s not just your heart.

Call today to schedule a 

Heart Healthy CT.

It’s time to put a
$49 Heart Healthy CT
at the top of your list.

SetonHeart.com/HealthyCT  |  512-324-1199
Seton Medical Center Williamson

201 Seton Parkway, Round Rock, TX 78665

• Individual & group lessons for children to learn at their own pace & strengthen social skills

• Specialized environments which build sensory-motor skills, social skills, high self-esteem 

and instill habits of concentration & inner security through carefully planned activities

• Decades of family & staff experience in education, with highly accredited teachers

• Wide variety of after-school and extracurricular programs

• Accepting applications for ages 18 months - 6 years

• Toddler, Pre-K & Private Kindergarten, established 1987

• Open year-round: Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 6:00 pm

THE ONLY SCHOOL ACCREDITED BY ASSOCIATION MONTESSORI INTERNATIONAL AMI 

IN ROUND ROCK/PFLUGERVILLE/HUTTO AREA

THE TRADITION

OF QUALITY FIRST

ESTABLISHED BY DR.

MONTESSORI, A TRADITION

THAT INCORPORATES

STANDARDS BASED

DIRECTLY ON DR.

MONTESSORI’S WORK.

2500 WEST PECAN ST. FM 1825 PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660

WWW.PFLUGERVILLEMONTESSORI.COM

Call to schedule

 a school tour! 

512.251.0428

SPECIAL OFFER 
now through August 31, 2013

 $0 Application and Registration fee 
when you present this ad. 

Valid on new enrollments only.
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EDuCATION

District enlists JROTC program for students June 3 deadline set to replace trustee Colby

District aims to connect with YouTube channel

New leadership chosen at Pflugerville schools

hUTTO ISD The Hutto ISD board 
of trustees approved starting a Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps at Hutto 
High School during its meeting April 11.

HISD has worked to initiate a JROTC 
unit for more than two years, but mili-
tary financial issues stalled efforts to get 
any programs off the ground. While 
Hutto is on a waiting list for funding, it 
could be years before it receives any.

“For us to start the program with them 
paying for a portion of it, we had no idea 
when that could happen,” said HISD 
Communications Director Emily Grobe. 
“The option we have is to have a self-
funded unit, and then at some point they 
can come in.”

The board considered and approved 
spending $175,000 to fully fund the pro-
gram until it can receive additional funds 
from the military. The money will be 
spent to hire two instructors and pay for 
curriculum, supplies, equipment, travel, 
training and competition. When military 
funding does become available, it can pay 
for up to half of the unit’s yearly costs.

“This cost will decline in year two 
... leaving mainly salaries and some 
recurring operational costs,” the board 

proposal said.
Superintendent Doug Killian said 

JROTC was a good alternative for stu-
dents who want to be involved in their 
community but are not involved in extra-
curricular activities. 

“This is a great avenue for kids who 
can’t afford [college],” board member 
Mike Drolette said.

Joining JROTC will be free for students, 
and Killian said he hopes to have the pro-
gram ready for the fall 2013 semester. 

ROUND ROCk  ISD Round Rock ISD’s 
board of trustees set a June 3 deadline to 
replace board Secretary Glen Colby, who 
submitted his resignation April 5.

Colby cited time demands as his rea-
son for stepping down. 

“I’m truly torn between my sworn obli-
gation to this district and my much older 
obligation as a father to my children,” 
Colby said in his resignation letter. 

To fill Colby’s seat, the board will 
accept applications from district resi-
dents. Bill Bingham, the district’s legal 
counsel, said Colby must serve on the 
board until the trustees appoint a new 
member to his position and that an 

election will need to be held in November. 
Trustees Terri Romere and Pauline 

Law stressed the importance of not 
rushing the 
process for 
finding a 
replacement.

“I feel that 
we need to 
do our due 
diligence 
and give the 
community 
time to 
apply,”  
Law said.

ROUND ROCk  ISD The district 
launched a YouTube channel April 18 to 
feature public service announcements 
and RRISD information as well as to 
recap events.

The district’s YouTube channel is 
located at www.youtube.com/user/
roundrockisdvideo. Viewers may sub-
scribe to the channel to receive notifica-
tion when a new video has been posted 
by clicking the “subscribe” button on the 
channel’s home page.

“Our YouTube channel will showcase 
the stories that are found throughout our 
school system,” said Roby Brown, the 
district’s video services manager. “You’ll 
meet our dedicated staff and inspiring 
students along with discovering the great 
events held on our campuses.”

The district hopes to include student 
video work on the channel, he said.

“You’ll find videos that will make you 
laugh, think and feel proud to be part of 
our community,” Brown said. 

Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar and Lyndsey Taylor

McFarland is named interim superintendent 
PFlUGERvIllE ISD Freddie McFar-
land, Pflugerville ISD’s director of stu-
dent affairs, has been named the district’s 
interim superintendent to temporarily 
replace former Superintendent Charles 
Dupre, who took over the same position 
with Fort Bend ISD in suburban Houston 
on April 29. Dupre’s final day as PISD 
superintendent was April 26.

The Pflugerville ISD board of trustees 
appointed McFarland to the position 
at its April 4 meeting. The board said 
it appointed an interim superintendent 
to maintain stability within the district 
as it searches for Dupre’s replacement. 

McFarland will not pursue a position as 
the permanent superintendent.

No timeline has been set for finding a 
new perma-
nent super-
intendent. 

“We have 
put out 
[bids] for 
prospec-
tive search 
firms,” PISD 
trustee Carol 
Fletcher 
said. 

PFlUGERvIllE ISD 
The board of trustees 
announced April 19 the hir-
ing of two new principals. 

Dina Schaefer, who 
comes from Round Rock 
ISD, was hired to lead Kelly 
Lane Middle School. Elia 
Mar Díaz-Ortiz, formerly 
of Austin ISD, was named 
principal at Copperfield 
Elementary School. Dina SchaeferElia Mar Díaz-Ortiz

Glen Colby

Freddie McFarland

the Hutto JRotc will be 
aligned with the air force, 
but members will be able 
to join any of the five 
military branches

the cost 
includes 

2
instructors

Hutto iSd 
will spend $175,000 

to fund its own 
JRotc program

Join the ranks

Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

Tina Philip, DO
Family Medicine

Travis Bias, DO
Family Medicine

• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations 
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health
• Board Certified    

512.252.1505 www.parkwayprimarycare.com

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112  •  Pflugerville

18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • Pflugerville
Call about our NEW extended hours!

“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture 
resale store that is open to the public. Rev-
enue from sales supports the food pantry 
and social service programs. Donations of 
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are 
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation: 
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER
1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664

Celebrating 25 Years of Service
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www.PatioRoofCovers.com

Call for a FREE estimate
1-800-706-1938

Patio Roof Covers by DECK MASTERS
since 1973

CareSpot.com:

CareSpot® Brings Convenient Healthcare to Austin Area

Visit Later

12
Click Visit Now

ROUND ROCK 512.501.6576 
CAT HOLLOW 512.501.6577
TECH RIDGE 512.920.5256

Because death 
warmed over is 
not a look  you 
can pull o�.

AUS_Community Impact_APR.indd   1 3/27/2013   9:29:17 AM

ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG 
512-671-2705

ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV 
512-218-5447

ARTS
Now through May 17

IMAGINE 2013
Painting, Photography and 3D Art by Round Rock Area Artists

Texas State University Round Rock Campus
1555 University Boulevard

www.roundrockarts.org 

Thursday, May 2 at 5:30 p.m. 
1st Thursday Artist Exhibit Reception and 

Round Rock Art Education Association
5x5 Portfolio Scholarship Contest 

ArtSpace, 213 E Main Street
www.roundrockarts.org 

Now through June 
Art Show featuring Anita de la Cruz

J.B. & Hallie Jester Williamson County Annex
1801 Old Settler Road

www.roundrockarts.org

Saturday, May 11 at 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Williamson County Hispanic Heritage Committee

Motherʼs Day Event
Centennial Plaza, 301 Bagdad

www.facebook.com/events/353729998070625 

Friday, May 10 
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra

Music Under the Stars
Anderson Mill West Park Pavilion, Cedar Park, Texas

www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org 

Saturday, May 11  
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra

Music Under the Stars
Old Settlers Park Lake Pavilion

www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org 

Sunday, May 26, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. 
Round Rock Ballet Folklorico

Fiesta Amistad
Old Settlers Park, 3300 Palm Valley Blvd.

www.roundrockballetfolklorico.org 

May 17 through June 8, 2013 
Sam Bass Community Theatre

The Secret Garden by Pamela Sterling
Yellow Boat by David Saar

Sam Bass Community Theatre, 600 N. Lee St. 
www.sambasstheatre.org 

June 6 through June 29 
Penfold Theatre

Shipwrecked, An entertainment: the amazing adventures of 
Louis de Rougemont (as told by himself) by Donald Margulies

Centennial Plaza Amphitheatre
301 West Bagdad

www.penfoldtheatre.org

ARTS, PARKS, 
PLAZA & LIBRARY

ROUND ROCK

PARKS
Saturday, May 4th 8:30am to 10:30am

MudQuest Family Adventure
Old Settlers Park

Saturday, May 4th 10:30am to 1:30pm
Round Rock the Boat Regatta

Old Settlers Park

Friday, June 14th 7:30pm to 11:30pm
Saturday, June 15th 2:00pm to midnight

Juneteenth Rythem and Ribs Celebration
Old Settlers Park Rabb Pavilion

Saturday, June 14th 7:30pm
Movies in the Park featuring The Sandlot

Sponsored by Flix Brewhouse & HomeField Grill

Saturday, August 2nd 7:30pm
Movies in the Park featuring Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory

Sponsored by Flix Brewhouse & HomeField Grill

PLAZA
Monday Music on Main Street

6 p.m., 221 East Main Street

May 6, Manteca Beat – Jazz

May 13, Radiostar – ‘80s Cover Band
Sponsored by Danny Rays Music

May 20, The Followthrough – Christian Rock

Saturday, May 11
Yoga on the Plaza

9 a.m., 221 East Main Street
Bring a mat or towel and bottle of water

Saturday, May 11
Zumba on the Plaza

6:30 p.m., 221 East Main Street
Family friendly Zumba experience

LIBRARY
BBQ & VIEW MAY 23

Sample barbecue from Taylor and two fi lms about Texas food history
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Foodways Texas & Round Rock Public Library

BLOGGING BASICS
7 p.m. the fi rst Wednesday of each month.

BOOK CLUB MAY 19
Star Co., 114 E Main St 

4:30 to 6 p.m.
To join the group, call 512-218-7005.
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CITy & COuNTy
Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar and Amy Denney

Transit group weighs Project Connect funding
TRAvIS/WIllIAmSON COUNTIES 
A Central Texas transit group is con-
sidering a number of different funding 
options for the Project Connect regional 
transportation plan, which currently is 
about 49 percent funded.

The Transit Working Group—a 
committee formed by the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion and chaired by Austin Mayor Lee 

Leffingwell—listened to several financing 
options it could pursue to make up the 
remaining 51 percent during its April 12 
work session.

Project Connect is a $4 billion plan 
that includes several high-capacity tran-
sit elements such as MetroRapid, the bus 
rapid-transit system that Capital Metro 
plans to introduce in 2014, as well as 
urban rail and a regional rail line. 

Mayors’ Summit focuses on regional policies City Council approves water rate increases
ROUND ROCk/AUSTIN Central 
Texas regional partnerships were the 
topic of a Mayors’ Summit held April 19 
at the Renaissance Hotel in Austin. Aus-
tin Mayor Lee Leffingwell, Round Rock 
Mayor Alan McGraw and San Marcos 
Mayor Daniel Guerrero addressed topics 
including economic development, job 
growth and education at the forum.

The summit was held to highlight the 
partnerships among the cities of Aus-
tin, Round Rock, San Marcos and other 
municipalities in Central Texas as the 
region continues to grow. Accommodat-
ing that growth is fostering a need to 
reach out beyond the local level and craft 
policies that work for each city and the 
region as a whole, McGraw said.

“We need to recognize when we craft 
regional policies that one size does not fit 
all,” McGraw said. “But we’re all gathered 
to support this region. ... We all benefit, 
or we all suffer.”

Among the concerns the region is 
working to solve is transportation. 
All three mayors agreed that each city 
needs individual transportation options, 
and the area needs to work together to 

improve driving conditions and mass-
transit options overall. Solutions could 
include road improvements, commuter 
rail and rapid bus lanes.

“To be able to move folks has become 
an urgent need because we’re growing so 
tremendously,” Guerrero said.

All three mayors have also agreed to 
work together to continue bringing jobs 
and development to the region.  

“We’re happy when any company 
decides to come to anywhere in our 
region,” Leffingwell said. “It benefits all of 
us. We’re happier if they come to Austin. 
... But it’s all very friendly cooperation.”

hUTTO City Council approved a  
15 percent rate increase for water utilities 
at its April 19 meeting.

The increase came after the city 
conducted an updated rate utility study 
to get a better picture of Hutto’s growth 
rate and look at what funding will be 
needed for the city’s capital improvement 
projects. Based on the information, city 
staff reported a 30 percent rate increase 
was needed.

“We fully expected to have rate 
increases ... because of our contracts 

and the capital improvements the city 
is doing to support new growth,” Hutto 
Assistant City Manager Micah Grau said. 
“We wanted to have good justification 
before we went to our taxpayers to show 
that we did our due diligence.”

The council will consider an additional 
15 percent increase in the fall to meet the 
30 percent increase projection. Council’s 
hope in splitting the decision is to lighten 
the blow on utility customers. The aver-
age Hutto customer is expected to see a 
$10 per month increase starting in June.

Bond committee considers library fundingSolar-powered streetlights 
approved by City Council ROUND ROCk The Round Rock Bond 

Advisory Commission has begun the 
process of vetting possible projects to be 
included in a November bond election.

The 13 commission members 
appointed by the City Council in March 
met April 10 at the Round Rock Public 
Library to consider plans to improve the 
city’s public library system.

Round Rock Library Director Michelle 
Cervantes presented capital improvement 
options that ranged from expanding the 
existing downtown library to building a 
new main library with separate satellite 
branches and a bookmobile.

Cervantes said the library is experi-
encing an increase in customers that 
outpaces the growth of the city’s popula-
tion. A resident survey conducted by the 
library, however, found that residents 
with higher incomes and education are 
using the library less.

“The results [of the survey] point to 

opportunities to attract new customers 
through new services,” she said.

Cervantes’ recommendation to the 
commission was to propose a bond that 
could fund a new 59,000-square-foot 
main library building, renovate the 
existing downtown library into a branch 
and build a second 10,000-square-foot 
branch at a separate location in the city. 
The total estimated cost of the projects 
would be approximately $23.6 million, 
she said.

PFlUGERvIllE A beautification 
measure approved by Pflugerville City 
Council at its March 26 meeting is 
intended to put a touch of antique charm 
on a modern amenity downtown.

The Pflugerville Downtown Associa-
tion has gathered $20,000—with the Pflugerville Com-
munity Development Corp. contributing $30,000—to 
install solar-powered streetlights. In order to keep the 
downtown area’s vintage look, a special streetlight model 
referred to as the “Pflugerville” has been designed by 
Pvilion, a solar development company that designed 
a solar-powered car-charging station on SH 130. The 
council approved the installation and keeping the vintage 
aesthetics of the area.

“We wanted vintage streetlights just to help identify 
downtown as the downtown district,” Pflugerville Down-
town Association President Rob Sides said. “We realized 
that Pflugerville has a green initiative citywide. ... So we 
had [introduced] the idea of finding a vintage solar light, 
which we could not find. [Pvilion] decided to work with 
us and design a light that has solar capabilities as well.”

News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto, and Williamson and Travis counties

Tweetings

hutto city council
401 w. front St., Hutto
512-759-4033, www.huttotx.gov
Meets first and third thursday, 7 p.m.

Pflugerville city council
100 e. Main St., pflugerville
512-990-6101, www.cityofpflugerville.com 
Meets second and fourth tuesday, 7 p.m.

for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

for these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
impactnews.com.

TweetingsMeetings

round rock city council
216 e. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401, www.roundrocktexas.gov 
Meets second and fourth thursday, 7 p.m.

Travis county commissioners court
314 w. 11th St., austin 
www.traviscounty.org 
Meets tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Williamson county 
commissioners court
710 S. Main St., georgetown 
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org 
Meets tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

Bond breakdown:

Recommendations 
to be completed by June 30

residents appointed 
to the committee13

committee considering 

$146 million 
in potential bond packages

solar-PoWered 
sTreeTliGhT

•	two-led lights 
mounted on  
brackets  
attached to pole

•	pvilion solar panel 
mounted on  
top of pole

•	battery box 
mounted on  
pole base

Source: city of pflugerville

Community Impact Newspaper Publisher John 
Garrett moderated a panel discussion with the 
mayors of Austin, Round Rock and San Marcos.
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Appreciation Advantage offer of potential discounts over $400 is based on estimated combined fee waivers and rate reduction for special offers. Please consult a banker for details on savings and 
duration for individual product and services offers. Please also refer to the Business Account Fee and Information Schedule for detail on monthly service fee waivers and other discounts. Offers may be 
modified or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Discounts noted above are based on standard fees applicable to selected business products. Terms and conditions 
of accounts, products, programs, and services are subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. 

© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (881713_08018)

881713_08018

10x6.04 

4C

When we say we  
appreciate your  
business, we mean it
We applaud the efforts of small 
business owners everywhere. We are 
ready to help with banking services 
that can help you manage and grow 
your business.

Talk to your local banker today about 
our Appreciation Advantage offer 
by visiting any of our 71 Austin area 
stores.

wellsfargo.com/appreciation

You could  
save over $400
with our Appreciation 
Advantage℠ offer

Tour Public Works!
Rain Barrel Order Pickup in conjunction with open house!

May 7 - October 29
Tuesdays 3 p.m. – 7 p.m.

May 24 from 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
15500 Sun Light Near Way (In Travis County Metro Park)

www.pflugervilletx.gov/pfarmersmarket

901 Old Austin Hutto Road

www.pflugervilletx.gov/publicworks
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AT ThE CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Lawmakers seek to enhance state’s 
climate for small-business owners

Small businesses are at the core 
of the Texas economy. Defined 
as those with fewer than 500 
employees, small businesses pro-
vided 45 percent of the state’s pri-
vate-sector jobs, and accounted 
for more than 98 percent of the 
state’s employers, according to 
2010 statistics from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration.

More than 4 million Texans 
work for small businesses, and the 
Legislature is focused on trying to 
help small businesses. Legislators’  
ideas include certifying them as 
homegrown businesses, opening 
the door for more cottage-indus-
try food artisans and making 
permanent a small-business tax 
exemption set to expire in 2014 all 
currently before lawmakers. 

“Lawmakers are clearly pri-
oritizing the interests of small 
businesses around the state, upon 
whom we all depend to keep 
the economic engine going,” 
said Rep. Giovanni Capriglione, 
R-Southlake. 

Tax relief proposal
On April 16, Gov. Rick Perry 

announced a four-point plan to 
give nearly $1.6 billion in tax relief 
to all Texas businesses that are 
subject to the state’s franchise tax. 

The plan reduces franchise 
taxes by 5 percent, provides a  
$1 million deduction for busi-
nesses with revenue of up to $20 
million, lowers the tax rate for 
1040EZ tax form filers and gives 
companies relocating to Texas 
from out of state a one-time mov-
ing expense deduction.

Perry’s plan also would make 
permanent the state’s small 

business tax exemption, which 
currently affects 29,000 businesses 
and is scheduled to end in 2014. 

“Gov. Perry’s tax relief propos-
als will go a long way in helping 
entrepreneurs and smaller busi-
nesses grow during this period 
of economic recovery,” said Will 
Newton, executive director of the 
Texas branch of the National Fed-
eration of Independent Businesses. 

In cities such as Hutto, the 
proposed tax breaks would be a 
welcome relief to many small-
business owners.

“They can use that money to 
help grow or improve the busi-
ness,” said Tom Britton, Hutto 
Chamber of Commerce president. 
“[Hutto has] a lot of mom and pop 
business where that’s really going 
to make a big impact.”

For Pflugerville, a city that is 
currently working on develop-
ment agreements to lure new com-
panies, the tax incentives could 
mean even more growth.

“This bill would pour fuel on 
the fire for economic develop-
ment in Texas ... and keep our 
economy buzzing for the foresee-
able future,” said Floyd Akers, 
Pflugerville Community Develop-
ment Corp. president. 

Business-friendly state
The 2011 Small Business Sur-

vival Index lists Texas as the third-
friendliest state for small business, 
but lawmakers said they hope to 
boost it to No. 1 with several ideas.

One proposal would require 
the comptroller and state agen-
cies to give preferences to small 
businesses when purchasing 
goods or services with a value of 

less than $500,000. 
“I think most of the bills that 

are presented tend to be favor-
able to small business, and large 
[businesses] in some instances 
as well,” said Rep. Cecil Bell Jr., 
R-Magnolia.

Underscoring the importance 
of small business in the Lone Star 
State, the House of Representa-
tives has a committee dedicated 
to small businesses—the House 
Economic and Small Business 
Development Committee—which 
is considering more than 100 bills 
this session.

In its interim report to the 
Legislature, the committee recom-
mended that lawmakers make it 
easier for students to get entrepre-
neurship education, ease tax bur-
dens on small businesses, create 
incentives for investing in small 
businesses, consolidate resources 
for entrepreneurs and brand the 
state as immigrant-friendly. 

“Most small businesses are not 

intended to become the next huge 
corporation,” the report said. “But 
their impact on the economy is 
important.”

The cottage industry
Bills by Rep. Eddie Rodriguez, 

D-Austin, would expand the list 
of foods allowed to be made and 
sold by small, independent arti-
sans to include non–potentially 
hazardous foods such as candy, 
dried fruits, cereal, granola, dry 
mixes and vinegar.

It also allows those foods to 
be sold at farmers markets, farm 
stands, fairs and similar events 
directly to customers. 

Producers would still be 
required to label their items as 
home-produced and to include 
the producer’s name and address. 

The bill provides opportuni-
ties for micro- and start-up 
businesses to meet the growing 
demand for locally produced 
foods, Rodriguez said. 

Legal labor certification
Legislation by Capriglione 

would create a “Made in Texas” 
certification for businesses that 
use the E-verify system to make 
sure their employees are in the 
country legally. 

The bill would benefit small 
businesses because it rewards 
them for following rules, he said.  

“If you’re a small-business 
owner, I think you’re being penal-
ized,” Capriglione said. “If you’re 
trying to keep to the rules [and] 
follow the laws, you’ll find that 
you’re paying these extra expenses 
and maybe some other business 
isn’t, and I think that’s unfair.” 

From 2010–11, Texas saw a

in women-owned businesses

in minority-owned  
businesses and a

percent 
increase75
percent 
increase22

Small businesses account for

of all employers in the  
state, according to the SBA.

98.7 percent

of all Texas businesses 
have no employees

83.1 percent

Sources: texas economic development division of the office of gov. Rick perry, u.S. census, u.S. Small business administration

Texas was home to some

in annual receipts that year.
in 2010, with $85 billion

1.9 million 
sole proprietors

Lone Star entrepreneurs 

With a few 
exceptions,  

small business  
is defined by the 

U.S. Small Business 
Administration as any 
firm employing fewer 

than 500 people.

To follow specific bills 
written by lawmakers

Representatives:  
www.house.state.tx.us/members/
Senators: www.senate.state.tx.us/ 
75r/senate/members.htm

Vote Centers Are Here for 
May 11, 2013 Election

You can now vote at any polling location 
on Election Day, 

just like during early voting!
Early voting is from April 29 to May 7, 2013
(Polls will be closed on Sunday, May 5, 2013)

Election Day is Saturday, 
May 11, 2013

See your sample ballot, find polling locations, 
and request information on paper ballots at 
www.wilco.org/elections or call 943-1630

Check out the new 
Williamson County 

Vote Centers!

www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

 I-35

Oakwood 
Blvd.Round 

Rock 
Hospital 620
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HELPING KIDS BREATHE EASIER

ACCAPA.com

Children’s Pulmonary Specialists 
in Round Rock

Austin Children’s Chest Associates is an expert group 
of pediatric pulmonary and sleep medicine physicians 

committed to providing care to children of all ages 
with breathing problems across Central Texas. With the 

opening of our newest Round Rock location, we provide 
convenient access to our patients in Williamson County.

Ameet Shirish Daftary, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology

Pediatric Sleep Medicine
 

Jason J. Fullmer, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology

Jordan V. Scalo, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology

Round Rock Office
4112 Links Lane, Suite 200  •  Round Rock, Texas 78664

For appointments, please call:

(512) 380-9200

Austin Children's Chest Associate physicians lead 
the Sleep Disorders Center at Dell Children's 

Medical Center of Central Texas.  With the 
only American Academy of Sleep Medicine accredited 
children's sleep lab in our region, our specialists can 
pinpoint the conditions that may be preventing a child 
from having healthy, good sleep.
Learn more at dellchildrens.net.

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pfl ugerville, TX 78660 
P (512) 989-6900 • F (512) 989-6901

WWW.DRBAINPEDIATRICDENTIST.COM

New Patients Welcome!
FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric 
Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. 
As a courtesy, we will � le 
primary insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the 
art facility, gaming arcade, 
and movies while you wait.

• Specializing in special 
needs patients of all ages.

• In o�  ce sedation and 
hospital privileges.

Like us on facebook!
facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

Now in-network with Ameritas, Assurant, and Dental Select among other PPO plans! 
Call to make an appointment today!
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Round Rock increases use of flashing 
yellow arrow lights along roadways
City updates systems to meet new state and national standards

By JP Eichmiller 
Motorists in Round Rock are undergo-

ing a transition in how they manage left 
turns.

On Nov. 13, the city began convert-
ing the left-turn signals along some of its 
busiest corridors. The new systems, which 
add a flashing yellow arrow to the exist-
ing green, yellow and red arrow signals 
already in place, were first installed along 
University Boulevard and have since 
expanded to Gattis School Road. 

The changes, which were done in com-
pliance with new federal and state stan-
dards for left-turn signals, are designed to 
eliminate confusion as to the meaning of 
left-turn signals, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation. Round 
Rock transportation officials, however, 
admit the new system will take some time 
and experience for motorists to adjust to.

“There is no question there is a bit of a 
learning curve,” Round Rock Transporta-
tion Director Gary Hudder said. “But I 
have seen over the last weeks an improved 
understanding. At this point I would say 
I’m a believer.”

The flashing yellow arrows act as a 
replacement left-turn signal to the green 
circle light, which according to TxDOT 
was commonly confused to mean a pro-
tected left turn. When drivers are given a 
flashing yellow arrow signal, it indicates 

INSIDE INFORMATION

that left turns are allowed, but that motor-
ists should yield to oncoming traffic and 
pedestrians in walkways. The remaining 
light signals act as they did prior to the 
change. A steady green arrow indicates a 
protected turn, a steady red arrow indi-
cates stopping and a steady yellow arrow 
means drivers should prepare to stop. 

“The No. 1 benefit is improved safety,” 
TxDOT spokeswoman Kelli Reyna said. 
“People already have it ingrained in their 
mind that yellow means slow down or stop, 
so it is helping them to be more cautious.”

Hudder said one benefit of the new 
system is improved traffic flow. The new 
system allows traffic systems to display 
the flashing yellow lights when in the past 
the lights would have remained red. The 
result is an increase in the amount of cars 
turning left during the average light cycle. 

“We have seen up to a 30 percent 
improvement in left-turn through traffic,” 
Hudder said. 

According to evidence collected by 
another Texas city that has been running 
the flashing yellow arrow system, the 
greatest benefit may be to traffic flow, not 
drivers’ safety. 

The City of Waco began installing the 
flashing yellow arrow systems in June 2010, 
soon after the new federal mandates were 
released. The city is currently studying the 
effect of the light systems and has noticed 

an increase in accidents at several of the 
intersections since the change, said Colin 
Taylor, a City of Waco traffic analyst.  

“Whenever you change a signal system, 
it is something that people take some time 
to get used to,” Taylor said. 

The City of Waco’s Transportation 
Department released a study one year after 
the installation of its first flashing yellow 
arrow signals that found a slight increase 
in the number of accidents but a decrease 
in travel time along some corridors. 

“While the safety for some approaches 
... [has] not improved due to the allow-
ance of permissive left-turns ... the 
amount of delays, stops and consumption 
of fuel has been greatly reduced due to 
this implementation,” the report stated. 

The new systems are only required in 

newly constructed intersections. Round 
Rock’s Transportation Department, 
however, decided to integrate the system 
onto some of its busiest roads to coincide 
with the retiming of its light signals. Hud-
der said the city already has plans to add 
the flashing yellow lights to intersections 
along Old Settlers Boulevard and is also 
planning to include signals along Hwy. 79 
and RM 620 in the near future. 

Hudder said the conversion to the new 
system will cost the city an average of 
$1,500–$2,000 per intersection, paid from 
the city’s existing traffic signal budget. 

“This is a pretty intricate process,” 
Hudder said about the light conversions. 
“It does require different [signal] hard-
ware and sometimes computer software 
as well.”
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Sequence 1
during the first sequence, one direction is 
given a yellow flashing arrow that allows 
drivers to turn left if there are no oncoming 
cars or pedestrians in the crosswalk. the 
opposing traffic is given all green lights. 

Sequence 2
during the second sequence, both directions 
are given solid green circle lights with flashing 
left-turn arrows. this allows drivers from both 
directions to make left turns when oncoming 
traffic does not interfere. 

Sequence 3
in the third sequence, one direction will be 
given all green lights, while the opposing traffic 
is provided a yellow flashing arrow that allows 
drivers to turn left if there are no oncoming 
cars or pedestrians in the crosswalk.

Sequence 4
in the final sequence, all the lights at the 
opposing intersections turn red to allow traffic 
from the crossing street to move. not all the 
intersections will be equipped with the flashing 
yellow arrows at all four approaches. 

through March, 
the city of Round 
Rock has installed 
flashing yellow 
arrow lights at 
16 intersections 

along university boulevard 
and gattis School Road. 
the city plans to install the 
systems next on old Settlers 
boulevard and eventually 
Hwy. 79 and RM 620. 
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2013 ELECTION COVERAGE

on election day.
In the November election,  

approximately 75 percent of voters used 
electronic voting machines—65 percent 
during early voting and 10 percent on 
election day, Barron said. 

Concerns over the accuracy of electronic 
voting were raised during two public hear-
ings hosted by the Commissioners Court; 
however, Precinct 3 Commissioner Valerie 
Covey said the county has not had accuracy 
issues with electronic voting in the past. 

“If we have an issue with the accuracy 
of the vote, we have a problem already,” 
Covey said. 

Barron said the county’s electronic 
voting machines are equipped with three 
independent memory sources that allow 
election officials to tally the votes two 
other ways if one part of the machine fails.

“Electronic voting is the safest and most 
accurate way to vote,” he said, adding that 
the machines help streamline tallying 
votes. “There is a misconception that we 
don’t have a paper trail.”

The county has about 850 electronic vot-
ing machines and 145 check-in computers, 
Barron said. He said he hopes to purchase 
more computers this summer and replace 
about 45 computers that are aging. Over-
all, Barron said the county needs a total of 
about 235 check-in computers, but cur-
rently has enough for the May election.

Polling locations
Karen Carter, Williamson County 

Democratic Party chairwoman said she is 
not convinced vote centers will be conve-
nient because of the reduced number of 
voting locations.

Carter, who said she was speaking as 
a voter and not a representative of the 
Democratic Party, also served on the 

county’s vote center committee and said 
she hopes to ensure that people in lower-
income areas and with transportation 
issues would not be disenfranchised as the 
number of polling places are reduced.

Bill Fairbrother, the Williamson County 
Republican Party chairman who also 
served on the committee, said he thought 
the program showed promise.

In the May elections, local jurisdictions, 
which can include cities, school districts 
and municipal utility districts, having 
elections will contract with the county to 
hold the election. Polling locations are 
selected based on where those jurisdic-
tions are, Barron said.

“We don’t use the same methodology to 
choose the May [polling locations] because 
the jurisdictions contract with us,” he said.

For the May 11 election, 21 locations 
throughout the county have been selected 
to house the vote centers. Eleven other 
locations in Travis County will also be used 

as vote centers for elections in Pflugerville 
and Leander ISDs, Barron said, adding that 
any Williamson County voter would be 
able to cast a ballot at those locations. 

Barron said locations used in Novem-
ber’s election could include some of the 
same locations as well as a few others, but 
because the May 11 election is a constitu-
tional amendment election, there may be 
fewer polling locations than in the 2012 
presidential election.

“We’re going to continue to work on 
vote center locations,” Covey said, adding 
that the May election locations chosen 
have been used in previous elections.

While there may be fewer locations, 
Barron said, the county plans to have 
more poll workers at each center, espe-
cially for larger locations.

“We’ve seen counties reduce overall 
costs, but first we want to have adequate 
staff and have enough equipment so that 
it is successful,” Covey said. 

Countywide polling program to begin in May
WilCo approves vote centers

By Beth Wade  
and Amy Dodd Thompson

Williamson County voters will no lon-
ger need to travel to their assigned polling 
location to cast a ballot. Beginning with 
the May elections, the county will begin 
operating voting centers, which will allow 
county residents to vote at any location.

County commissioners approved the 
countywide polling place program at 
their Feb. 19 meeting, and an application 
was sent to the state Feb. 27, eventually 
gaining approval by the Texas secretary of 
state’s office. 

County Elections Administrator Rick 
Barron said vote centers could help with 
voter convenience and reduce the number 
of election workers, provisional ballots 
and expenses. The program would not 
remove voting centers from rural areas.

“It’s an efficient way to conduct voting 
now,” Barron said. “People can vote where 
it’s convenient for them.”

Electronic voting
The transition to vote centers also 

means a change to all-electronic voting. 
In past elections, Williamson County 

had almost entirely switched to all-elec-
tronic voting with a few precincts offering 
paper ballots, Barron said.

Barron said he anticipates more people 
voting early at the new centers, which 
could help reduce wait times for election 
day voting. 

“Some people would hold out until 
election day because they wanted to vote 
on a paper ballot,” he said, “So we may 
have an increase in early voting.”

Paper mail-in ballots would still be 
available for voters age 65 and older, 
disabled individuals and those traveling 
outside the U.S. during early voting and 
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Pflugerville iSD is the only jurisdiction within the Round Rock/Pflugerville/Hutto 
area holding an election in May.  

Where’s your polling place?

2

1

5

4

3

Brookhollow Elementary School
1200 N. Railroad Ave., Pflugerville

Caldwell Elementary School
1718 Picadilly Drive, Round Rock

County tax office*
15822 Foothill Farms Loop, 
Pflugerville

Dessau Elementary School
1501 Dessau Ridge Lane, Austin

Murchison Elementary School
2215 Kelly Lane, Pflugerville

westview Middle School
1805 Scofield Lane, Austin

* Early voting location

AREA POLLiNG SiTES
1

2

3

4

5

6

Election schedule
Early voting: 8 a.m.–6 p.m. May 2–3, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. May 6–7
Election day: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. May 11

6

1200 Pecan Street W, Pfl ugerville • 512-251-BARK (2275) • www.ctah.biz

• WELLNESS/VACCINES

• WEIGHT MANAGEMENT/SENIOR CARE

• GENERAL & ADVANCED SURGERY

• SPAY & NEUTER

• LASER THERAPY/DENTISTRY

• DOG & CAT GROOMING

Visit our website for discounts & fun events! MENTION THIS AD FOR A FREE GIFT

Quality, compassionate care since 1980

MON–FRI 7AM–6PM, SAT 8AM–NOON
NOW OFFERING 

PET CPR CLASSES
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Place 3 Place 5

Pflugerville ISD board of trustees

Mario 
Acosta*

Carol L. 
Fletcher*

Tony 
Hanson

Lance
Sandlin

* Incumbent

i am seeking re-election because i am uniquely qualified 
to help lead PiSD in providing the best education to all 
our students and providing a positive climate for all our 
staff. My top priorities are selection of a superintendent, 
developing a bond proposal issue, transitioning into the 
new state accountability [system] and maintaining a 
balanced budget.

i am running for Place 3 on the Pflugerville iSD board 
of trustees for my two daughters, their classmates 
and friends, their parents and my community. i would 
like to serve as trustee for Place 3 to help meet those 
needs. i believe the top priorities for the district in 
the next five to 10 years will be to accommodate the 
expected growth in student population and change 
in demographics. As a district we will need to ensure 
facilities built today are viable for tomorrow.   

The qualifications i believe the next superintendent 
for PiSD will need to possess are the ability to lead a 
growing and diverse district; implement plans to achieve 
established goals; manage and monitor performance 
and financial systems to ensure desired results are 
maintained; communicate his/her vision not only inter-
nally, but externally to stakeholders in the community; 
and above all, care for each student in the district.

The qualifications that i feel are important in our next 
superintendent are: a willingness to work within the 
systems and processes established in PiSD yet having 
the knowledge and skills to identify and implement new 
ideas that will expedite current systems that may need 
improvement; the ability to lead us through the process 
of preparing, presenting and passing our next bond issue; 
and the willingness to make a long-term commitment to 
our students, staff and community stakeholders.

As a taxpaying citizen as well, i have always looked for the 
best balance to provide quality education for our children 
while at the same time being a good steward of the 
taxpayers’ money. Our recent board actions attest to that 
commitment. Our current board has approved the refinanc-
ing of $151 million (46 percent) of outstanding debt since 
2010, saving taxpayers over $17 million.  

While it is never favorable to raise taxes, there comes 
a time when the need may exceed the reservation. Al-
though the number of businesses continues to grow in 
Pflugerville, we continue to be a bedroom community, 
and every tax increase is felt by the homeowner. There 
will need to be support that validates the efficient and 
effective use of bond money previously approved.  

i supported the recommendation and will continue to sup-
port it if re-elected.  We have excellent staff at PiSD that 
work extremely hard on a daily basis to provide each of 
our students the best education. i value their commitment 
to our district and respect the systems and processes we 
have implemented to allow for collaboration from all our 
stakeholders in PiSD.

While i believe everyone should have the basic needs 
met, it should be obtained within the established 
laws. it’s my understanding that school boards are 
not responsible for writing law, only for creating policy 
that follows the law. if elected, my task would not 
be to solely focus on the past decisions of the board.  
However, if this issue comes up again, i would be 
open for discussion regarding legality, rights of district 
employees and the financial obligation to PiSD.

i have spent the better part of my life, including 12 years 
as a trustee, working on behalf of children and have devel-
oped a wealth of knowledge, skills and experiences as a 
teacher, a researcher and administrator. Our most immedi-
ate priority is to select a new superintendent. Academically, 
our most pressing issue is to challenge our students with 
rigorous coursework while simultaneously inspiring them 
through meaningful real-world experiences that prepare 
them for more than just the next state-mandated test.

Did not issue a response

Our next superintendent should be fully committed to the 
collaborative and inclusive culture we are developing here 
in PiSD. He or she must have demonstrated prior student 
success in a large, diverse, fast-growth district like PiSD. 
i would place a priority on applicants who have shown a 
long-term commitment to the districts in which they work. 
in addition, i believe that the best candidates will have re-
cent high-level leadership experience here in Texas, which 
shows they understand our unique Texas concerns.

Did not issue a response

PiSD is known statewide for its fiscal discipline and 
efficiency. We’ve done this by prioritizing classroom 
expenditures over all other budget categories, increasing 
efficiencies across all sectors of our operations, dramati-
cally reducing energy costs, refinancing 46 percent of 
our outstanding debt and increasing our bond rating, 
which significantly reduces our borrowing costs.

Did not issue a response

We have worked hard in this district to teach our 
students that every person, without exception, has value 
and deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. if we 
truly mean this, we must apply that same attitude toward 
the adults that work in our system as well. Because this 
benefit will allow PiSD to compete, at no cost to our 
taxpayers, with numerous Texas employers that also 
offer domestic partner benefits, this is a smart business 
decision. i stand by the decision.

Did not issue a response

The cities of Round Rock and Hutto as well as Hutto iSD have called off their May 11 elections after no 
challengers filed to run against the incumbents. in Pflugerville iSD, incumbents Mario Acosta and Carol 
Fletcher are facing challenges from Tony Hanson and Lance Sandlin, respectively, for places 3 and 5.

Q. why are you running for a place on the Pflugerville board of trustees? what is your top priority for preparing the district for its next five to 10 years of growth?

Q. the board of trustees is now tasked with finding a new superintendent for the first time in seven years. what qualifications do you believe are the most important for the next PiSD superintendent?

Q. How would you balance the concerns of PiSD residents regarding tax rates with the financial needs of the district?

Q. Do you support PiSD’s domestic partners insurance plan, and if elected or re-elected, would you attempt to modify it in the future?

Eric S., Early College Start, 
UT Education major

Learn more about the 
Early College Start program. 

austincc.edu/ecs

Starting early put 
me closer to my 
dream—teaching 
fi fth grade.

Starting early put 

fi fth grade.

Austin Community College

Community Impact

4.9167x2.94, CMYK
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the texas Humane legislation network’s 
campaign to end animal euthanasia with 
carbon monoxide. pets are welcome. 2–6 
p.m. $10 (in advance), $15 (at the door). 
Hanover’s draught Haus, 108 e. Main St., 
pflugerville. 512-789-2988.  
www.wagthedog2013.thln.org

04 Saints and Sinners 5K
put on a costume and glow-in-

the-dark accessories for a family-friendly 
run after dark. the race is followed by an 
awards ceremony and party featuring local 
disc jockeys. participants receive a t-shirt and 
glow-in-the-dark item with registration.  
7:30 p.m. $25 (adults), $15 (age 15 and 
younger as well as active or retired military, fire 
and police officers). 2500 limmer loop, Hutto. 
512-287-0395. www.saintsandsinners5k.com

08 through June 8  
‘The Secret Garden’ presented 

by yellow Boat
yellow boat presents an adaptation of the 
classic tale and the story of Mary, who goes 
to live with her reclusive uncle and invalid 
cousin and learns forgiveness in a magical 
garden. thu.–Sat. 8 p.m. and Sun. 2:30 p.m. 
$10–$18. Sam bass community theatre, 600 
lee St., Round Rock. 512-244-0440.  
www.sambasstheatre.org

09 healthspeak Series
Scott & white Healthcare presents 

talks on health care issues on the second 
tuesday of each month. the May session 
covers skin protection, and dermatologist dr. 
alicia Miller discusses skin conditions and 
treatments. 11 a.m.–noon. free. first united 
Methodist church Round Rock, 1004 n. 
Mays St., Round Rock.  
512-218-6381. www.roundrock.sw.org

11 McNeil high School 5K Fun Run, 
Mini Mile and Festival

proceeds benefit Mcneil High School’s 
outdoor Health and wellness center. 
Sponsorships and spirit garb are available. 
8–8:30 a.m. (registration), 9 a.m. (races 
begin). $15 (5k registration through May 7), 
$20 (5k registration on race day), $10 (mini 
mile registration through May 7), $15 (mini 
mile registration on race day). Mcneil High 
School, 5720 Mcneil drive, austin.  
www.mcneilptsa.com

11 Mother’s Day celebration
presented by the williamson county 

Hispanic Heritage committee with live music 
and crafts for children. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. free. 
centennial plaza, 301 w. bagdad St., Round 
Rock. wilcohhc@gmail.com

young Adult Book Fest
Join more than 20 bestselling 
authors for book signings, panel 

discussions and more. the event is aimed 
at middle- and high school–age readers.. 
Refreshment proceeds benefit Round Rock 
High School’s project graduation. 9 a.m. free 
admission. Round Rock High School, 300 n. 
lake creek drive, bldg. 1100, Round Rock. 
512-351-3284. www.yabfest.com
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03 Blue Santa Golf Tournament
Help the Round Rock police 

department aid needy families during the 
christmas season with a golf fundraiser. 
Sponsorships are available. 12:30–6 p.m. 
$320 for a team of four. forest creek country 
club, 99 twin Ridge parkway, Round Rock.  
512-218-6655. www.roundrocktexas.gov

03 Family Movie Night  
and Giveaway

choose between screenings of “wreck-
it Ralph” and “the avengers.” giveaway 
drawings are held afterward with prizes such 
as two tickets to a taylor Swift concert.  
8 p.m. free. concordia High School, 1500 
Royston lane, Round Rock. 512-248-2547.  
www.chsaustin.org  

04 hutto high School Day of 
Caring 5K Color Run and Chili 

and Pie Cook-off
the color run includes colored corn starch 
thrown on runners and surprises along the 
course. cookoff prizes are given for best 
chili, best pie and fan-favorite chili. all 
proceeds go to the Hutto food pantry and 
Hutto Has Heart. 8 a.m.–2 p.m. $20 or 10 
nonperishable food items (color run), $25 
(chili cookoff entry fee), $10 (pie cookoff entry 
fee). Hutto High School football field parking 
lot, 101 fM 1660, Hutto. 512-759-3771. 
www.hutto.txed.net

04 Ants in your Pants 5K and Kids K
Support pflugerville elementary 

School with a run, jog or walk through a 
scenic loop of the city. participants receive 
a t-shirt and goody bag, and the event 
includes food and fun for the whole family. 
8 a.m. (kids k), 8:30 a.m. (5k). $10 (kids k), 
$25 (5k). pflugerville elementary School,  
701 immanuel Road, pflugerville.  
www.antsinyourpants5k.com

04 MudQuest Family Adventure 
and Round Rock Boat Regatta

families are invited to venture through a 
course of mud and muck and get dirty from 
head to toe. afterward, bring your cardboard-
and-tape boats to the regatta. children can 
also buy boat kits at the Round Rock parks 
and Recreation office (301 w. bagdad St., 
Round Rock) or on event day for $10 and 
compete in a mini regatta.  
8:30 a.m. (MudQuest), 11 a.m. (regatta). free 
(MudQuest), $25–$35 (to enter the regatta). 
old Settlers park, 3300 e. palm valley blvd., 
Round Rock. 512-218-5540.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

04 Royal Family Kids 5K Run/
Walk

Runners and walkers of all ages can 
participate and help benefit the Royal family 
kids camp for abused and neglected children 
in central texas. 9 a.m. $30 (adults), $10 
(ages 7–12). pflugerville lake park, 18216 
weiss lane, pflugerville. 512-470-2157.  
www.austin.royalfamilykids.org/events/5krun

04 Wag the Dog Canines and 
Cocktails

enjoy music by the karen goh band, a silent 
auction, raffle and more. proceeds benefit 

CAlENDAR
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11 hutto young life Banana Fun 
Run/Walk

Support Hutto young life and help 
high-schoolers raise money for summer 
camps. 8 a.m. $25 (adult 5k), $20 
(student 5k), $10 (fun run), $25 (ghost 
runner/donation). fritz park, 400 park St., 
Hutto. 817-688-4131.  
www.hutto.younglife.org

worth the TRIP

11 and June 8  Walk with a Doc
the event aims to promote 

healthy physical activity and reverse 
sedentary lifestyles. walk with 
dermatologist dr. Mark Hammonds on 
May 11 for an informative question-
and-answer session on summer sun 
protection, and join dr. Ruth bush, 
associate dean of academic affairs 
at texas a&M Health Science center 
college of Medicine–Round Rock 
on June 8 for a session on poor leg 
circulation. 9 a.m. (both dates). free. 
San gabriel park, 1003 n. austin ave., 
georgetown. 512-218-6381.  
www.walkwithadoc.org

11 Blind Draw 4’s Volleyball 
Tournament

individual participants are blindly placed in 
teams of four with varied skills, from beginner 
to advanced players. the event also includes 
a silent auction, music, crafts and games for 
children. proceeds benefit the go Mitch go 
foundation. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. $30. Hanover’s 
draught Haus, 108 e. Main St., pflugerville. 
512-670-9617. www.gomitchgo.com

11 Spring sidewalk sale
browse crafts, visit food and beverage 

vendors and enjoy entertainment by the 
flaming glory band, dance groups and 
more. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. free admission. pecan 
Street, between Second and fifth streets in 
pflugerville. 512-251-5329

13 Round Rock Chamber of 
Commerce Golf Tournament

the tournament is a four-person team 
scramble format. Sponsorships are available. 
1 p.m. $150 for one player, $550 for team of 
four. teravista golf club, 4333 teravista club 
drive, Round Rock. 512-255-5805.  
www.roundrockchamber.org

16 Round Rock Police Department 
open house

view displays, booths, building tours and 
more and learn about the inner workings of 
the police department. 6–9 p.m. free. Round 
Rock police department, 2701 n. Mays St., 
Round Rock. 512-218-6655.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

17 Fashion and variety show
fashions by bealls are displayed 

alongside talented baca center members.  
1–3 p.m. free. baca center, 301 w. bagdad 
ave., Round Rock. 512-218-5499.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

17 through 19  
Deutschen Pfest

the annual event includes games, 
activities, shopping booths, a parade, 
live music, a carnival and more. a pfun 
Run and walk is held at 8 a.m. May 19. 
proceeds from the festival benefit trail 
improvements in pflugerville. 5 p.m.–
midnight (May 17), 10 a.m.–midnight 
(May 18) and 11 a.m.–5 p.m. (May 19),  
8 a.m. (pfun Run). $5 (May 17 and 19), $7 
(May 18), $25 (pfun Run). pfluger park, 
515 city park Road, pflugerville.  
512-990-6359. www.pflugervilletx.gov

17 ladies self defense class
learn lifesaving defensive techniques 

and build self-confidence. 6–7:30 p.m. free. 
Round Rock ata Martial arts, 4701 priem 
lane, pflugerville. 512-310-0131.  
www.roundrockata.com

17 though 19   
Tour of homes

Highlighting nine communities in the 
greater austin area, including the 
teravista subdivision in Round Rock, the 
scattered-site home show allows builders 
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find more or submit Round Rock, 
pflugerville and Hutto events at  
www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.

to have Round Rock, pflugerville and 
Hutto events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted by 
the second friday of the month prior 
to the month they take place.

and developers to showcase home and 
community options in central texas. with a 
purchased ticket, participants can build their 
own schedules and tour using a printable 
map or the tour of Homes iphone app. 
noon–6 p.m. (May 17 and 19), 10 a.m.– 
6 p.m. (May 18). $5 in advance, $15 day of 
the event. various locations. 512-524-2953.  
www.tourofhomesatx.com

19 Runnin’ 4 a Reason 
participate in a kids k or 5k and 

benefit the Round Rock Serving center with 
the Round Rock auto group’s inaugural 
event. 8 a.m. (kids k), 8:20 a.m. (5k). $22 
(by May 10), $30 (day of event). the dell 
diamond parking lot, 3400 e. palm valley 
blvd., Round Rock. 512-230-8654. 

23 home Buying Basics
diana burns with Randolph-brooks 

federal credit union discusses tips for 
first-time homebuyers. 6–7:30 p.m. free. 
pflugerville public library, 1008 w. pfluger 
St., pflugerville. 512-990-6375.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov

23 Barbecue and View
enjoy free barbecue from taylor 

cafe and a showing of “vencil lives Here.” 
6:30–7:30 p.m. free. Round Rock public 
library, 216 e. Main St., Round Rock.  
512-218-7000. www.roundrocktexas.gov

25 through 26  
Fiesta Amistad

the annual event honors area veterans 
and features a car show and live music 
from bands such as latin express, grupo 
Massore and Michael Salgado. 3 p.m. (May 
25), 1 p.m. (May 26). $5. lakeview pavillion 
at old Settlers park, 1299 Harrell parkway, 
Round Rock. 512-415-1233. 
www.elamistadclub.com

27 Memorial Day workout
benefit veterans services with a 

workout event consisting of running, pull-ups, 
push-ups and squats. the event can be done 
by individuals or with a team. participants 
are invited to a cookout after the event and 
are asked to bring their own beverages, side 
dishes and desserts. 9 a.m. a monetary 
donation to the wounded warrior project 
is requested as an entrance fee. defiant 
crossfit, 16801 Radholme Road, Round 
Rock. 512-218-0401.  
www.defiantcrossfit.com/events.html

June

01 Kid Fish
children younger than 16 are invited 

to fish in lake pflugerville, which is stocked 
with additional fish for the event. 9 a.m.–
noon. free. lake pflugerville, 18216 weiss 
lane, pflugerville. 512-990-6350.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov

02 Round Rock Art Council Fish 
Fry

enjoy food and auctions in a family-friendly 
atmosphere. proceeds benefit programming, 
prizes and scholarships for Round Rock–area 
artists. 6–9 p.m. $50. 8 oak view, Round 
Rock. 512-689-2450. www.roundrockarts.org

02 A Butterfly to Remember
the event offers a chance for 

the public to reflect on memories of loved 
ones who have died in the past year. light 
refreshments, music and a butterfly release 
are scheduled. 2–3:30 p.m. free. centennial 
plaza, 301 w. bagdad ave., Round Rock. 
512-281-9890 

ongoing

Pflugerville Pfarmers Market
tuesdays, May 7–oct. 29. vendors sell 
locally grown and -prepared foods such 
as fruits, vegetables, eggs, meat, honey, 
flowers and plants and other items.  
3–7 p.m. free admission. the green Red 
barn in Heritage park, 901 old austin 
Hutto Road, pflugerville.  
512-990-6360. www.pflugervilletx.gov

Keep hutto Beautiful Farmers Market
Saturdays, May–June. browse a variety of 
local goods, including produce, eggs, pizza, 
jellies and jams, plants, and arts and crafts. 
10 a.m.–1 p.m. free. Hutto co-op, 500 block 
of Hwy. 79, Hutto. 512-759-4000.  
www.huttotx.gov

Sponsored by

online calendar

Texas State 
Technical College

Texas State 
Technical Collegewww.waco.tstc.edu/ewchec

Apply now for day, night 
        and weekend classes!

 
Ordinary 

ordinary!
Go from ordinary classroom lectures to focused, hands-on 
educational training at the new East Williamson County 
Higher Education Center opening fall 2013.  

Choose from Air Conditioning, Building Construction, Culinary Arts, Electrical 
Construction, Industrial Systems,  Plumbing & Pipefitting and Welding.  

And, the skills you learn are linked directly with jobs available in central Texas.

Visit with college officials weekdays at Veterans’ Hill, 555 Limmer Loop 
in Round Rock, or during  Education & Career Day 
from 1– 6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 21.

Celebrate Nursing!

 We applaud nurses for 
their care, compassion 
and dedication to the 

profession. National  
Nurses Week is  

May 6–12.

Find out about our  
B.S.N. programs. 

nursing.tamhsc.edu
979.436.0110
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Opened UFCU 
Great Rate Visa® 

Credit Card
Planned family 

vacation

Booked 
flights and 
hotel rooms

Great 
vacation thanks 

to UFCU

With Summer approaching, I wanted to plan a vacation that would leave me with great pictures and memories, not high interest rates. 

Thankfully, UFCU had exactly what I needed. With my UFCU Great Rate VISA® Credit Card, I booked the perfect family getaway. Now, 

instead of worrying about sky high interest rates and payments, I can enjoy my family vacation. This is how I UFCU, how about you? 

Open your UFCU Credit Card by May 31st, and you’ll be entered to win $500*.

* Visit ufcu.org for Official Sweepstakes Rules. Members must have an active checking account or direct deposit to be eligible for a credit card.

(512) 467-8080    ufcu.org

Comm Impact_10x6.04_4-13.indd   1 4/19/13   9:22 AM

Stop
Bladder
Leakage.

BLADDER LEAKAGE, EVEN 
A SMALL AMOUNT, IS NOT 

NORMAL AND WILL WORSEN 
OVER TIME IF NOT TREATED.

If you leak when you laugh, cough, lift or exercise... 
That is NOT NORMAL.

If you wake up numerous times during the night to go to the bathroom... 
That is NOT NORMAL.

If you know where every restroom is located at the mall... 
That is NOT NORMAL.

InTone is a revolutionary medical product that will STOP bladder 
leakage, guarenteed.

NO PADS. NO PILLS
NO SURGERY

NO SIDE EFFECTS

Contact your local InTone Specialist today

Dr. Kelly Montiville, MD, FACOG
Georgetown ObGyn “Complete Women’s Care” 

602 High Tech • Georgetown, TX 78626 
www.georgetowntexasobgyn.com • (512) 863-8600
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Owners Jennifer French and Chris Forgey started Light Bohrd in Round Rock in 2011.
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light Bohrd
Local company illuminates longboarding

W hen Chris Forgey watched his 
son, a competitive skate-
boarder, take on jumps, he 

thought it would be fun to have his son’s 
skateboard light up as he did tricks.

Forgey, who by day works for a semi-
conductor equipment company out of 
Arizona, started designing light-emitting 
diode, or LED-lit boards on his kitchen 
table at home before moving to his 
garage and eventually into a commercial 
location. His products became the foun-
dation for Light Bohrd, a company he 
opened with his wife, Jennifer French.

Since its creation more than 2 1/2 years 
ago, Light Bohrd has grown from Forgey’s 
hobby to an international business enter-
prise. The company works primarily with 
longboards, which are generally longer 
than traditional skateboards.

“We’ll probably circle back around to 
skateboards at some point, but they’re a 
lot smaller than the longboards, and so 
it was harder to fit all of our technology 
and everything in there,” French said. 

The company makes its own boards 
with specially imported Canadian maple 
wood, which gives its products increased 
durability. The boards are also crafted 
into different styles and shapes based on 
what they will be used for.

Light Bohrd’s specialty product is its 
Urban Commuter longboard, which 
Forgey and French created for people 
who use boards to commute to and from 
work. Its shape, design and light system 
were created to promote rider safety.

“It keeps the rider safe at night and 
even in late afternoon,” French said. “A 
lot of people are commuting on their 
boards ... instead of using cars. [The 
design] is important for the safety factor.”

Forgey and French are also working 
on perfecting their line of snowboards, 
which have been in development for 
approximately two years. 

“We’re just validating the design and 
making sure it holds up to what we want 
it to,” Forgey said. “There’s a couple 
things that we have to fine-tune with the 
construction.”

What makes the boards truly unique, 
however, is Light Bohrd’s LED light sys-
tems that are installed in every product. 
Some longboards have motion-activated 
lights that flash on the bottom of the 
board, while the Urban Commuter has 
special headlights and taillights for  
visibility. 

Riders can use a magnetic system to 
charge their boards and activate different 
light modes, which include strobe and 
high and low intensities.

The couple has taken their products to 
various races and events throughout the 
nation and has received positive feedback 
from riders, French said. The boards’ 
popularity has also opened sales connec-
tions to Europe and South Africa. In the 
future, Forgey hopes to secure distribu-
tion opportunities in Australia, Japan 
and South America.

“We’re just trying to get off the 
ground,” Forgey said. “[We are] working 
on some interesting things, trying to hit 
that sales inflection point.”

Forgey said he is also working with a 
group of investors in an effort to further 
expand the company.

Locally, French said she hopes Light 
Bohrd becomes a hub for anyone in the 
area who boards or is interested in learn-
ing how. Eventually she hopes to open 
the company’s retail store for daily hours 
and help customers learn about the parts 
and procedures behind longboards.

“I feel like [longboarders] need some-
body on this side of [Round Rock] to 
educate them on which type of board to 
use and what kind of wheels to use, and 
also, maybe just to teach them how to get 
on the board,” French said. 

BuSINESS

Light Bohrd in Round Rock sells helmets, long-
boards and snowboards with embedded lights 
that are motion-activated. 

By Korri Kezar

light Bohrd

3920 gattis School Road, Ste. 101, 
Round Rock
512-466-2104
www.lightbohrd.com

Choosing the right longboard
Step 1: consider where you will be riding 
your longboard. different longboards are 
made for various types of conditions, and 
knowing what the board will be used for will 
help you pick the right one. 

Step 2: assess your ability. are you looking 
to improve your riding and add tricks to 
your skill set, or are you using a longboard 
to commute to work? understanding your 
needs will help you know if you need a 
specialty or standard board.

Step 3: Shop around. look in magazines, 
stores and online to find boards you like. 
Read opinions and check forums for 
information on how each board functions and 
how it stacks up with your needs. creating a 
list of the pros and cons for each board can 
be helpful in finding the right board.

Step 4: before buying a board, take it for 
a test ride. call local shops and ask about 
options for testing their boards. Make sure 
the board you buy is comfortable. 

Source: livestrong

gattis School Rd.
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FirstTexasBank.net

500 Round Rock Ave.
(512) 255-2501

7509 O’Connor Dr.
(512) 246-6010
1600 W. Pecan
(512) 251-7889

1901 Bagdad Rd.
(512) 259-2443

We want to be your bank for a lifetime!

900 S. Austin Ave.
(512) 863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
(512) 869-8910

480 Del Webb Blvd.
(512) 864-0379
721 Hwy 183

(512) 778-5757

   At First Texas Bank, we 
bank a little differently.  We 
believe that there are more 
important things than the 
bottom line.
  Like:   Community, Serving, 
Quality Products, and 
Personal Service.
  Our mission is to delight 
our customers by exhibiting 
unparalleled customer 
service that exceeds your 
expectations.  We believe 
your experience should be 
personal.
   We want to get to know 
you!  With us, it’s about 
relationships.

Our Round Rock Lending Team
Rene Flores (NMLS #707477), 

Julie Mikeska (NMLS #971319), 

Sandy Arnold (NMLS #530674), and 
Laura Bankston (NMLS #962405)
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Baked ‘n Sconed

Cousins Justin and Tiffany Anders run Baked ‘n Sconed’s day-to-day operations in Hutto.
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Baked ‘n Sconed
Eatery offers up fresh foods, friendly service

F or cousins Justin and Tiffany 
Anders, a restaurant is more than 
serving food. They believe a good 

meal should come with good service.
The pair operates Baked ‘n Sconed, 

a coffee shop and bistro hybrid on 
Exchange Boulevard in Hutto.

Tiffany, who studied at Scottsdale 
Culinary and Le Cordon Bleu cooking 
schools, serves as the restaurant’s execu-
tive chef. In addition to making all of 
the shop’s food, she invents and creates 
different types of scones and desserts. 
Justin, the restaurant’s general manager, 
runs the front of the restaurant, covering 
the drive-thru lane, making coffee and 
drinks, serving food and making sure 
customers’ needs are met.

Tiffany said Hutto’s small-town atmo-
sphere helped with the decision to open 
Baked ‘n Sconed in the city. Its home-
town feel also allows the cousins to con-
nect with regular customers and spend 
more time with everyone who visits the 
restaurant.

“I come from a small town, and I like 
that small community feeling,” Tiffany 
said. 

The daily menu offers a variety of 
panini sandwiches made with ingredi-
ents such as chicken, turkey, prosciutto, 
goat cheese, Gruyere cheese and arugula. 
Other options include baked potatoes, 
quiches, salads and soups of the day. 

For those with a sweet tooth, Tiffany 
also offers desserts such as baked apples 

with caramel sauce, brownies and cakes.
But the restaurant’s signature goods 

are its sweet and savory scones, which are 
made daily. Tiffany rotates flavors and 
creates new monthly and weekly scone 
specials, such as pumpkin scones.

“We try to stay on top of [variety] with 
the scones, like having rotating scone 
flavors,” Justin said. “Every week there’s a 
new flavor.”

Tiffany also creates sconewiches, 
which include a customer’s choice of 
scone filled with a hard-cooked egg and 
cheddar cheese. 

In addition to serving out of its loca-
tion on Exchange Boulevard, Baked 
‘n Sconed also offers catering services. 
While there is no formal catering menu, 
Tiffany works with individual customers 
to create options that suit their tastes. 

“We don’t really have a set menu,” 
Justin said. “People call and say, ‘Hey, I 
want to do this, what can we do?’ Then 
we can come back and say, ‘Well, what do 
you think about lasagna?’”

In the upcoming summer months, 
the restaurant is set to expand its menu 
offerings to include more salads and 
smoothies. Baked ‘n Sconed is also hold-
ing its first trivia night May 2. Justin said 
the restaurant will hold an event every 
Thursday and may include movie screen-
ings or live music in the future. 

“It might turn into movies, karaoke or 
music,” Justin said. “We want to keep it 
fresh.” 

DINING

143 exchange blvd., Ste. 100, Hutto
512-222-5200
www.bakednsconed.com
Mon.–wed., fri. 6 a.m.–6 p.m.;
thu. 6 a.m.–9 p.m.; Sat. 7 a.m.–6 p.m.; 
Sun. 7 a.m.–2 p.m.

Weekly scone schedule
Available daily – nyo blue (lemon 
blueberry), snickerdoodle (cinnamon), 
Sconeberry Munch (white chocolate 
raspberry), butter nuts (butter pecan), 
chocolate chip 

Monday – thrillavanilla

Tuesday – cinnamon raisin

Wednesday – pineapple express

Thursday – peanut

Friday – cranberry almond 

Saturday – oreo

Sunday – Special, changes weekly

From the dessert case
1  baked ‘n Sconed offers a variety of 

signature sweets prepared on-site daily:

Panna cotta is custard-like dessert 
usually served with fruit, nuts or sauce.

the shop serves a variety of parfaits, 
including a chocolate mousse with 
cookie crumbles and a fruit and yogurt.

2  Cinnamon rolls are made with and 
without pecans.

customers can choose from a variety of 
croissants, as well as other bread goods 
including turnovers and coffeecake.

3  Several types of cupcakes are made 
daily at the shop, including the Mallow 
in the Middle, a chocolate cupcake with 
marshmallow cream in the center.

By Korri Kezar

e
xc

ha
ng

e 
b

lv
d

.

e
d 

S
ch

m
id

t b
lv

d
.

2

1

3
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Fine Wine  |  Spirits  |  Cigars

204 East Main Street  |  Round Rock, TX 78664  |  512-341-2337

WWW.THEBRASSTAP.COM

“Like” Us for a Pre-Grand Opening Invite!

TAPPING SOON!



Hutto Lake Park
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Hutto
1 Glenwood Splash Pad

101 fishbaugh lane
512-759-4000
www.huttotx.gov

hours
June 1–labor day weekend
10 a.m.–8 p.m. daily

cost
free

about
the 25-foot-by-25-foot space includes several 
different sprays and buckets as well as a 
covered area.

2 Hutto Lake Park*
805 estate drive
512-759-4000
www.huttotx.gov

hours
6 a.m.–11 p.m. daily

cost
free

about
Residents can bring nonmotorized boats, 
canoes and kayaks. fishing is also available. 
*Swimming is not allowed.

Pf lugerville
3 Falcon Pointe  

Splash Park
1813 tranquility lane
512-990-6350
www.pflugervilletx.gov

hours
May 1–oct. 1 (weather permitting)
10 a.m.–8 p.m.

cost
free

about
the splash pad shoots water for approximately 
90 seconds after being triggered by a button. 
picnic tables, shade umbrellas, restroom 
facilities and a playground are located nearby.

4 Gilleland Creek Park
700 Railroad ave.
512-990-4392
www.pflugervilletx.gov

hours
May 26–mid-august (closed Mon.)
tue.–fri. (open swim) 1–5 p.m.
Sat.–Sun. (open swim) 1–8 p.m.

cost
ages 18–54: $2 (resident per day),  
$3 (nonresident per day)

children age 17 and younger and seniors 55 
and older: $1 (resident per day),  
$2 (nonresident per day)

about
the park includes a Junior olympic–sized 
pool that has a depth of up to  
6 feet.

5 Lake Pflugerville
18216 weiss lane
512-990-6355
www.pflugervilletx.gov

hours
dawn–10 p.m. daily
fishing docks and trails are always open 

cost
free

about
the lake is located in a 180-acre reservoir 
and offers swimming, canoeing, kayaking, 
wind surfing, fishing and trails for walking and 
running. the area hosts city events throughout 
the year, including the lake pflugerville 
triathlon in June and the pflugerville 
pfirecracker pfestival in July.

6 Scott Mentzer Pool 
and Splash Playground
901 old austin Hutto Road
512-251-1677
www.pflugervilletx.gov

hours
May 26–mid-august (closed wed.)
10 a.m.–8 p.m.

cost
ages 18–54: $3 (resident per day),  
$4 (nonresident per day)

children age 17 and younger and seniors  
55 and older: $1.50 (resident per day), $2.50 
(nonresident per day)

pool passes can be used at any city of 
pflugerville pool: $50 (resident children age 17 
and younger), $100 (nonresident children age 
17 and younger), $75 (residents ages 18–54), 
$150 (nonresidents age 18–54), $200 (resident 
family), $300 (nonresident family)

about
the pool area has a depth of up to 3 feet and 
includes a 48-inch slide and water-squirting 
toys. a covered area with tables and a 
playground are located nearby.

7 Windermere Pool
16804 gower St.
512-251-1280
www.pflugervilletx.gov

hours
May 26–mid-august (closed tue.)
noon–7 p.m. daily

cost
ages 18–54: $2 (resident per day),  
$3 (nonresident per day)

children age 17 and younger and seniors  
55 and older: $1 (resident per day),  
$2 (nonresident per day)

about
the pool has a depth of up to 5 feet.

Round Rock
8 Chasco Family YMCA 

1812 n. Mays St.
512-246-9622
www.ymcagwc.org

hours
lap pool/hot tub/dry sauna
Mon.–fri. 5 a.m.–9 p.m.
Sat. 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Sun.: 1–8:30 p.m.

family fun pool
Mon.–fri. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat. 11 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Sun.: 1–8 p.m.

cost
nonmember day pass rates are $3.50 per 
person, per day for the lap pool only or $8 per 
person, per day for all program areas.

about
the lap pool includes eight lanes and is 6 feet 
deep. the family fun pool includes a slide, 
splash pad and a small lazy river and is  
3 1/2 feet deep. 

Falcon Pointe Splash Park
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as the summer months 
heat up, water amenities 
in the area offer a way to 
cool down. whether it’s a 
lap pool or a splash pad, 

recreational areas can 
offer fun for the whole 

family. 

        Waterscapes guide
By Korri Kezar
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        Waterscapes guide

9 Clay Madsen  
Recreation Center
1600 gattis School Road
512-218-3220
www.roundrocktexas.gov

hours
the indoor swimming pool is open year-
round for lap swimming, water exercise and 
recreational swimming. the pool opens at 5:30 
a.m. Mon.–fri. and closes 15 minutes before 
the center daily. for monthly schedules, visit 
the city’s website or pick up a calendar at the 
center’s front desk.

hours:
Mon.–thu. 5 a.m.–10 p.m. 
fri. 5 a.m.–9 p.m. 
Sat. 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

cost
$1 (youth residents who do not have a 
memberships to the center, with id)

$5 (nonresidents and adults without 
memberships)

Rates include pool usage and access to the 
entire center.

about
the pool’s maximum depth is 5 1/2 feet.

10 Lake Creek Pool
800 deerfoot drive
512-218-7030
www.roundrocktexas.gov/pools

hours
June 1–aug. 18 (closed Mon.)
tue.–thu. 1–5 p.m., fri.–Sun. 1–7 p.m.

cost
ages 18–54: $2 (per day), $15 (10 passes)

age 17 and younger and 55 and older:  
$1 (per day), $7.50 (10 passes)

about
the pool includes a lap area with a depth of 
3 1/2 feet to 5 1/2 feet and an 11-foot deep 
diving area.

11 Main Street Plaza 
Water Fountain
221 e. Main St.
512-218-5540
www.roundrocktexas.gov

hours
Sun. 7:30 a.m.–10 p.m.
Mon.–thu. 7:30–11 a.m. and 2–10 p.m.
fri. 7:30–11 a.m. and 2–11 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m.–11 p.m.

cost
free

about
located on prete plaza, the 1,075-square-
foot interactive water feature includes built-in 
seating, decorative lights, grass seating and a 
lounge area, custom shade structure, custom 
art panels and a multifunctional light system.

12 Micki Krebsbach Pool
301 deepwood drive
512-218-7090
www.roundrocktexas.gov/pools

hours
June 1–aug. 25 (closed tue.)
1–7 p.m. daily

cost
ages 18–54: $2.50 (per day), $18.75 (10 
passes)

age 17 and younger and 55 and older: $1.50 
(per day), $11.25 (10 passes)

nonresidents pay $1 more in one-day fees, 
$10 more for 10 passes and $50 more for 
season passes.

about
a pirate ship more than 26 feet long and 23 
feet tall provides a water adventure. other 
amenities include wet and wild climbing 
structures, two slides and water cannons.

13 Rock’N River Family 
Aquatic Center
3300 e. palm valley blvd.
512-671-2737
www.roundrocktexas.gov/pools

hours
May 25–27 and aug. 31–Sept. 3
noon–6 p.m.

June 1–aug. 25 (closed wed.) 
Mon.–tue., thu. and Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.;  
fri. and Sun. 1–8 p.m., 1–7 p.m. July 4

cost
ages 18–54: $4.50 (per day), $33.75 (10 
passes) 

age 17 and younger and 55 and older: $3.50 
(per day), $26.25 (10 passes)

all pool season passes (includes all-season 
access to Rock’n River family aquatic center 
and all Round Rock outdoor pool facilities): 
$75 (child or senior), $112 (adult), $225 (family)

nonresidents pay $1 more in one-day fees, 
$10 more for 10 passes and $50 more for 
season passes.

about
the park’s 40,481-square-foot center in old 
Settlers park includes a lazy river, slides (must 
be 48 inches or taller to ride), water cannons, 
tunnel showers, tipping buckets, floor 
geysers, a beach entry play area and a water 
playground. 

This list was not intended to be comprehensive.
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Are you facing surgery... 
for gall bladder or hysterectomy? 
Come hear about this breakthrough approach at Krave Wine Bar & 
Bistro in Round Rock on May 29 and June 26.

Dr. Francis Buzad
General Surgeon 
www.adclinic.com/biography/francis-buzad/

Dr. Devin Garza
OB/GYN Surgeon
www.drgarzadavinci.com

Krave Wine Bar & Bistro 121 E Main Street in Round Rock

Virtually scar-less 
results are now a 
real possibility.

The City of Round Rock is working to establish a “no-train horn” zone through-
out the city along the Union Pacifi c Railroad’s mainline.  This will include the 
public crossings at CR 172, St. Williams Street, McNeil Road and the I-35 frontage 
roads, Burnet Street, and Red Bud Lane. Several private crossings between 

A.W. Grimes Boulevard and Red Bud Lane are also included in the study, although no 
changes are proposed at those except new signs.

While work began on the Railroad Quiet Zone application project several years ago, 
it has progressed through the fi eld engineering study and coordination phase in the 
past 12 months.  The City met with the Union Pacifi c Railroad (UPRR) engineering staff 
and the Federal Railroad Administration and TxDOT rail-coordination representatives 
during an all-day visit to each crossing in June 2013.  The public involvement phase 
began last August with a project update presentation to the City Council on August 
7 which was followed by an Open House public meeting on August 22.  The public 
involvement phase concluded with a fi nal presentation to the City Council at the 
September 27 meeting.  Also at that Council meeting, the Transportation Department 
was given direction from the City Council to proceed with the Railroad Quiet Zone 
project including the full crossing upgrade plans for the St. Williams Street grade cross-
ing.  This plan will include a new traffi c signal on McNeil Road at the St. Williams Street 
intersection. 

Since the end of September, City staff has been working with UPRR engineers to set a 
fi nal fi eld meeting at their request.  This meeting was held the last week of March and 
cleared the way for the City to begin work on developing construction plans for the 
improvements to be made at each crossing.  The City will be submitting formal Notice 
of Intent to Establish Quiet Zones in April.

The City expects that the design phase for streets improvements and the new signal 
will be complete by the end of September 
2013.  The railroad improvements will be 
designed by the UPRR engineers separately.  
Construction of City improvements should 
begin by the end of 2013 and the UPRR 
construction work could begin as early as 
next April.   If all goes as planned, the City will 
be delivering formal Notice of Establishment 
letters by the end of the summer 2014.

T

PAID ADVERTISEMENT BY THE CITY OF ROUND ROCK
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Airport control tower funding up in the air

North Austin’s inaugural garden tour raises 
funds for local school botanical programs

Locally owned eateries expanding in NW Austin

GEORGETOWN Less than 48 hours 
before the Georgetown Municipal Air-
port’s air traffic control tower was set to 
close April 7 because of federal budget 
cuts, the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion said it would delay announced tower 
closures until June 15.

The Georgetown airport was one of 
149 airports throughout the nation that 
lost funding for its contracted air traffic 
control tower after federal budget cuts 
known as the sequester were enacted.

According to an FAA news release, the 
decision to delay closures was announced 
April 5 as a way to give the agency addi-
tional time to resolve legal challenges 
related to the closures.

“The FAA will stop funding all 149 
towers on June 15 and will close the 
facilities unless the airports decide to 
continue operations as a nonfederal con-
tract tower,” the April 5 release said.

The Texas Transportation Commission 
proposed a temporary funding agree-
ment March 28, which was approved 
April 4. Under the agreement, the Texas 
Department of Transportation would 
have funded 90 percent of the tower’s 
operating expenses for 90 days. 

“This is good news; we appreciate the 
federal government taking the time to 
re-evaluate its decision,” TxDOT spokes-
woman Veronica Beyer said. “The fund-
ing approved by the commission [April 
4] is available to use if necessary.”  

Georgetown City Council approved the 
agreement April 5 at a special meeting. 

“We’re going to get together as a 
city and review what our options are,” 
Georgetown Municipal Airport Manager 
Sarah Hinton said.

If no agreement is reached, the city 
could initiate the agreement with TxDOT 
on June 15, Georgetown Transportation 

Services Director Ed Polasek said.
According to city staff, funding 

tower staff is believed to cost more than 
$600,000 per year to keep the tower open 
14 hours a day, seven days a week with 
six controllers.

The proposed cuts were announced in 
early March as part of a plan for the FAA 
to meet the agency’s $637 million in cuts 
under sequestration, according to a news 
release from the FAA.

“We heard from communities across 
the country about the importance of 
their towers, and these were very tough 
decisions,” U.S. Transportation Secre-
tary Ray LaHood said in a news release. 
“Unfortunately we are faced with a series 
of difficult choices that we have to make 
to reach the required cuts.”

The FAA, which contracts the staff in 
the towers, announced its decision to cut 
funding to the affected airports March 22.

“[The FAA] didn’t clearly research 
what they did before they did it,” Hinton 
said. “Normally we have to perform all 
these options before we make changes, 
and they just jumped in and cut.”

The San Marcos Municipal Airport is 
also being impacted by sequestration, 
San Marcos Aviation Manager Stephen 
Alexander said. Both the San Marcos and 
Georgetown airports serve as relievers to 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport 
for general aviation traffic.

“Municipalities are really struggling 
with a financial burden that they did not 
anticipate or budget for. It puts a strain 
on successfully managing your airport,” 
Alexander said. “Nationwide, airports 
weren’t notified until early March. So in 
less than a month, we’ve gone from busi-
ness as usual to you have three weeks to 
decide what you are going to do.”
Full story by Beth Wade

NORTh AUSTIN With so many city-
wide festivals and events taking place in 
Austin, few are located in North Austin. 
One neighborhood group is setting out 
to change that while finding a way to 
boost garden programs at area schools.

The North Austin Coalition of Neigh-
borhoods is hosting the inaugural North 
by North Austin Garden Tour on June 1 
and gardening classes on June 2.

“It’s a part of town people wouldn’t  
[always] think of coming to for fun and 
recreation unless they live here,” said 
Sara Breuer, who serves on the tour’s 
planning committee.

The idea for a North Austin garden 
tour came out of a discussion last summer 
about how to help both NACN and the 
North Austin Community/School Alli-
ance, NACN President Mary Rudig said.

“People have brought up needing to 
have more resources for gardening on 
this end of town,” she said. “If you want 
to see a demo garden, you have to drive 
down to Zilker [Botanical Garden], you 
have to drive down to the [Lady Bird 
Johnson] Wildflower Center. There’s not 
really a lot of classes up there.”

The tour showcases 13 home gardens, 

one community garden on Wells Branch 
Parkway and four school gardens, includ-
ing those at Lanier High School and 
Redeemer Lutheran School. Activities 
on June 2 include a watershed tour in the 
North Star Greenbelt, which will start 
at 11635 Parkfield Drive. Garden classes 
at the North Austin YMCA, 1000 W. 
Rundberg Lane, will involve discussions 
on native plants of Texas and gardening 
with less water as well as a garden pho-
tography session.

The tour is $10 and will be from 
10 a.m.–4 p.m. June 1. To purchase 
tickets, visit nxna.ticketbud.com/nxna-
gardentour. NACN is also looking for 
volunteers, and anyone interested may 
email: info@lovenorthaustin.com.
Full story by Amy Denney

NORThWEST AUSTIN 
As the city’s population 
continues to swell, so does 
the number of local din-
ing options flooding the 
Northwest Austin area.

“I’m seeing a lot of 
movement toward Austin 
concepts and away from 
national chains, and I think 
that’s really, really neat,” 
said Brendan Puthoff, co-
owner of sports bar Third 
Base. “When you travel to 
conferences and you speak to big, national 
chains, they’re scared to death of com-
ing to Austin because they know what it 
means to come into a town that really has 
such a love affair with its local concepts.”

Third Base is just one of many local 
restaurants opening new locations in 
Northwest Austin. It is expected to open 
its fourth location in early May at US 183 
and Anderson Mill Road. Taco Shack 
will be adding its ninth location at RM 
620 and Lake Creek Parkway.

In January, P. Terry’s Burger Stand 
announced its plans to build two loca-
tions in Northwest Austin, one near St. 

David’s North Austin Medical Center 
and the other on Research Boulevard 
near Catfish Parlour.

“North is where we always wanted to 
be,” owner Patrick Terry said.

Overall, Austin’s restaurant industry 
appears to be trending upward. Gerald 
Stone, co-owner of El Mercado and past 
president of the Austin chapter of the 
Texas Restaurant Association, said he has 
noticed the restaurant industry has been 
busier every year since 2009.

“Whatever the economic factors, Aus-
tin doesn’t seem to have been affected as 
much,” he said. 
Full story by Amy Denney
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101-B Pecan Street W. Pfl ugerville, TX 78660

512-990-TOYS (8697)
Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-7pm | Sun 12-6pm

Come see 
what all the 

FUN is about!
Downtown Pflugerville

bout!
g
bout!
gerville

www.Toy-Time.com

10% 
OFF

Any Purchase!

Get out there 
       and play!

Expires 6/6/13. Limit one per customer. 1401 Medical Parkway, Bldg. B, Suite 300     Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.5860     www.lonestardermatology.com

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Trust the care of your skin to 
the providers at Lone Star 
Dermatology. Combining 
specialized training with 

advanced treatments to care 
for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to 

the latest advances in acne, 
eczema, psoriasis and skin 

surgery, Lone Star Dermatology 
is here to serve you.

Specialized Skin 
Care for the Family
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NONPROFIT DINING

Coming Soon
GEORGETOWN food truck trailer 
park Casey’s Food Court is expected 
to open in May at 903 n. church St. 
the site could include up to seven 
food trailers and feature barbecue, 
hamburgers, hot dogs, cupcakes, 
desserts and tacos. Joseph aubin, 
owner of J. paul aubin Real estate, is 

developing the site. the park, which is 
planned to be open daily from  
10 a.m.–10 p.m., will feature picnic 
tables and may eventually host live 
music or other special events.  
www.facebook.com/caseysfoodcourt

Now Open
AUSTIN Kid Spa Austin, 10526 
parmer lane, Ste. 501, austin, opened 

March 8. the center specializes in care 
for children 18 months to 12 years old. 
512-828-5772. www.kidspaaustin.com

AUSTIN Kumon Math & Reading 
Center, 12920 w. parmer lane, Ste. 
103, cedar park, opened its new 
location March 18 at the Silverado 
Shopping center. the after-school 
math and reading program is designed 

to help children ages 3–18.  
512-813-5775. www.kumon.com

NORTh AUSTIN luis Mendez and 
gilbert perales opened Margarita’s 
Mexican Grill, located at 6301 w. 
parmer lane, bldg. a, on april 13. the 
restaurant serves Mexican and tex-
Mex foods and specializes in frozen 
margaritas. 512-436-9416

Full stories online at impactnews.com

Revolution Home

Youth2Seniors Ruby K’s Cafe  
and Bakery

Cat Hospital of Austin
GEORGETOWN When Cal Williams 
and John Dotson opened Revolution 
Home in February 2012, they began 
with two clear goals: to offer high-qual-
ity home decor products at reasonable 
prices and to create a welcoming space 
for customers and friends alike.

Literal “Welcome” signs hang from 
several spots in the 2,850-square-foot 
shop, and customers are greeted at one 
entrance by a black metal frog holding 
another “Welcome” sign above its head. 

The men make sure the store’s refrig-
erator is stocked with free beverages for 
customers. Free cookies and snacks fill 
two baskets along one wall while two 
courtyards offer a place for visitors to 
relax. 

Williams said the response from the 
community has been overwhelmingly 
positive.

“What really surprises me is the com-
munity and the support of the commu-
nity. They kind of take an ownership in 
helping the store be successful,” Wil-
liams said.

Revolution holds events on the third 

Saturday of each month featuring live 
music, food and drinks; Dotson said 
60–70 people attended the most recent 
gathering in March.

“We’re friends with a lot of people out 
here now, truly friends with them,” he 
said.
Full story by Annie Drabicky

GEORGETOWN Growing up in a 
small town, Denay Hill said many of her 
fondest memories came from eating with 
her family at her grandmother’s house.

“She loved to cook, and we loved going 
over there,” Hill said.

With Ruby K’s Cafe and Bakery, the 
restaurant Hill opened with Kevin Hale, 
in 2012, Hill said she is trying to preserve 
her grandmother’s memory through 
home cooked–style meals, freshly baked 
sweets and friendly service.

“Growing up, good times were always 
had around the kitchen table, enjoying 
each other, being a family and sharing,” 
she said. “I want it to be like that here.”
Full story by Gene Davis

AUSTIN When she was younger, Adelle 
Connors, founder of Youth2Seniors, 
would visit her grandmother in an 
assisted-living facility. One Easter morn-
ing, while running a little late, Connors 
stopped at a costume store only to find 
the shop out of Easter Bunny costumes.

Connors instead donned an elephant 
costume for a visit to her grandmother 
and was taken aback by the lack of visi-
tors at the facility on Easter.

“I thought to myself, ‘If people aren’t 
there on Easter, what are they doing the 
other 364 days of the year?’” she said. “I 
would take [my daughters] every Easter, 
and they would each dress up like Easter 
elephants,” Connors said. Then I realized 
that once a year was not enough.”

Connors began designing other things 

for her children to do at the assisted-
living facilities, and before long other 
parents wanted to include their children 
as well. In 2011, Connors decided to 
make the organization a nonprofit, offer-
ing a number of art programs.

“We create intergenerational pro-
grams,” Connors said. “We really want 
our programs to engage youth and 
enhance the lives of senior citizens.” 
Full story by Kyle Webb

AUSTIN Kim Percival 
grew up in a household 
with dogs, but that did 
not stop her from becom-
ing a cat person when she 
opened her feline-only 
veterinary clinic in 2000. 

Cat Hospital of Austin 
operates out of a stone 
house with a large inflat-
able orange tabby cat on 
the front lawn. Inside, the 
hardwood floors, leather 
couches and plush chairs 
in exam rooms provide a homey atmo-
sphere. Percival said that focusing just on 
cats makes for a stress-free and comfort-
able environment.

“I can make [the clinic] more of a 
home atmosphere as a cat-only facility,” 
Percival said. “Even though it looks like 
home, it’s also functional.”

The clinic, located on about 1.75 acres 
of land at 13264 Pond Springs Road, 
offers wellness exams, vaccinations and 
boarding.
Full story by Lyndsey Taylor
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1505 park lane
512-591-7869
www.rubykscafe.com
Mon.–Sat. 7 a.m.–3 p.m.,
thu.–Sat. 4:30–8 p.m.

13264 pond Springs Road
512-258-2024
www.cathospitalofaustin.com
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4701 williams drive
512-869-4965
www.revolutionhome.org
tue.–thu. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., fri.–Sat.  
10 a.m.–8 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
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LOOKING FOR COMMERCIAL 
SPACE IN ROUND ROCK?
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We are a local real estate fi rm located in the heart of 
downtown Round Rock since 1988. 

Let us help you with all of your commercial property needs.Jay Robinson - Broker Zac Weathers - Realtor David Downs - Realtor

Commercial • Residential • Investments • Land

In October 1912, several Round Top businessmen gathered 
under a huge oak tree outside of the Rifl e Association Hall 
and discussed with a visiting banker why there was not a 
bank in Round Top, Shortly thereafter, 31 citizens met to 
subscribe to 100 shares of stock to form the Round Top State 
Bank. One hundred years later, a crowd of 250, including 
shareholders, offi cers, directors, employees and customers, 
gathered in the re-named Round Top Rifl e Association Hall to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Round Top State Bank.

Over the years, the bank added branches in Giddings, La 
Grange, and Lexington. In 2011, the bank acquired another 
100-year-old institution, Eagle Bank of Jarrell, bringing total 
assets to $370 million.

Round Top State Bank has been continually rated a "Five 
Star" institution for the last 34 quarters by Bauer Financial. This 
excellent example of a community bank bears out the fact 
that well-managed institutions of this type are the basis for 
successful communities across the state of Texas.

In January 2013, the bank opened a loan production offi ce 
in Round Rock and began planning a full service branch in 
Round Rock to be opened in early 2014. Regional President 
Johnnie Mikeska said, “The bank plans to open 4-5 Eagle Bank 
branches in Round Rock and the surrounding communities!”

Mikeska has 25 years experience in commercial lending. The 
bank is aggressively seeking new commercial real estate 
loans in the area. Mikeska added, “Our business plan is 
simple. We treat folks fairly, value relationships, and keep our 
process simple and fast.”

Coming Soon!
Round Top 
State Bank

Johnnie Mikeska, Regional President
3000 Joe DiMaggio Blvd, Unit 34 | Round Rock, TX 78665 

512-218-3903 | jmikeska@eagle-bank.com

Family Practice • Family Medicine 
Pediatrics • Internal Medicine

Offi ce Hours 
Monday - Friday: 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(Phones open 
at 7:30 a.m.)

Two convenient locations:

Forest Creek Medical Center 
Dr. Goode, Dr. Neitsch, 

Dr. Lewis and Dr. Sypniewski
4112 Links Lane, Ste. #201
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

(512) 672-8933

Wyoming Springs Medical Center
Dr. Strawser, Dr. Turner, Dr. Spellings, 

Dr. Dluzniewski and Dr. Kadir
7200 Wyoming Springs, Ste. #1500

Round Rock, Texas 78681
(512) 218-8696

www.brushycreekfamilyphysicians.com
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according to leaders in the local banking 
and development industries. 

“Being in the land business, we are kind 
of at the top of the food chain when it 
comes to these economic trends,” said Joe 
Duncan, owner of Duncan Commercial, a 
land brokerage company that does business 
throughout the Austin metropolitan sta-
tistical area. “When we are doing well, it’s 
indicative of when good things are coming. 

“We are seeing increased activity and 
increased growth in Round Rock ... in just 
about every sector—apartments, residential, 
retail, suburban offices and job creation.”

One of the unique aspects of Round 
Rock’s business growth strategy is the part-
nership of its chamber of commerce with 
the city’s economic development depart-
ment. The standard practice in most com-
munities is having the groups operate 
independently, with the former managing 
existing business retention and develop-
ment, and the latter overseeing recruitment 
of new companies. Round Rock’s Cham-
ber of Commerce/Economic Development 
Partnership, however, manages both con-
currently, and because it operates through 
both city and private funding, allows for a 
nontraditional alignment of public and pri-
vate interests. 

“Round Rock is unique because they 
believe a rising tide lifts all of the boats,” 
said Ben White, vice president for economic 
development for the Chamber of Com-
merce/Economic Development Partnership. 
“We have become a much more proactive 
organization in the last year and a half.”

Among the new commercial building 
permits issued by the city in the past six 
months are a condominium complex, two 
exercise studios, a La-Z-Boy furniture store, 
three quick-serve restaurants including In-
N-Out Burger, two convenience stores, two 
children’s day care centers, four medical-
related facilities and a bank. 

Perhaps the most visible new develop-
ment for Round Rock is the construction of 
a new H-E-B Plus on University Boulevard. 
According to city documents, the estimated 
cost to build the grocery store, combined 
with an H-E-B-owned car wash and gas 
station, is just more than $11 million. The 
site—which will also include additional 
space for unannounced retailers—is valued 
at more than $3.7 million and will combine 
with H-E-B to encompass Phase 2 of the 
University Commons shopping center. 

The new shopping center will add 
approximately 180,000 square feet of retail 
space to Round Rock and create more than 
300 jobs when it opens this fall, according 
to an H-E-B news release. 

Steve Stapp, president and CEO of R Bank, 
which is owned and operated out of Round 
Rock, said his bank has noticed a recent 
increase in loan activity for private business 
construction. Stapp said R Bank has issued 
a total of approximately $70 million in local 
commercial loans in Round Rock. 

“Over the past three to four years because 

of the economy ... there were a lot of people 
sitting on the sidelines,” Stapp said. “I think 
they have finally decided to get back in the 
game and do some things.”

‘The other foot dropping’
Although the recent reports indicate sig-

nificant progress for Round Rock’s business 
market, it may be too early to say the area 
has fully recovered to its prerecession form. 
The ultimate indicator of a full economic 
rebound will be the return of speculative 
construction, in which developers and 
banks are willing to fund projects without 
secured tenants for the buildings, according 
to local real estate and banking managers. 

“Most of the development that I am see-
ing is [tenant-secured] users moving to 
town,” said Russ Boles, a broker for Sum-
mit Commercial, which specializes in Wil-
liamson County commercial real estate 
transactions. “That is good business and 
really positive—but what we aren’t seeing 
is the developers and investors come in ... 
because the lending markets are still tight.

“That is the other foot dropping—when 
we see the developers show back up, [then] 
I think we will be a lot closer to being back.”

Boles said the recent national reces-
sion still has lenders and wealthy inves-
tors feeling apprehensive about financing 
speculative projects with large price tags. A 
prime example of what can go wrong with 
speculative construction is the formerly 
named Frontera Vista office buildings, 
whose 278,650 square feet of Class A office 
space sat vacant for nearly two years before 
Emerson purchased the property in 2011. 

“They had those buildings built just as 
the bust hit,” Boles said. “I have the sin-
cere belief that if we had more buildings 
like that on the ground now, Round Rock 
would have more opportunities for busi-
nesses moving in.” 

Michael Doss, Round Rock market pres-
ident for Texas-based Independent Bank, 
which has issued approximately $100 mil-
lion worth of commercial loans in Round 
Rock, said his bank remains cautious about 
approving loans for speculative projects. 

“When there is a lot of speculative build-
ing out there, that is indicative that the con-
fidence levels are high,” Doss said. “It takes 
a lot of deep pockets to support projects like 
that. It has to be the right situation where it’s 
not going to be vacant for very long. I don’t 
think we are at a point [now] where we can 
guarantee it is going to be filled.”

Boles said he is hopeful the rising 
momentum in commercial construction 
will translate into future developments like 
Frontera Vista. 

“The stock market looks good, but that 
doesn’t relate to real estate confidence,” he 
said. “Now we are seeing energy building 
every month. I think that leads us to the 
confidence where the speculative develop-
ers come back in and figure out how they 
can get their loans and do it.”

Economy
Continued from | 1

Since october 2012, the city of 
Round Rock has reviewed more 
than $77 million worth of commercial 
building permits (dates, values 
and locations are noted on the 
timeline)—nearly a tenfold increase 
from the same time during the 
previous year. the new construction 
includes projects at 23 separate 
locations throughout the city. 

ROllING IN ROuND ROCK:  
New building permits on the rise
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POPEYES LOuISIANA KITCHEN

March	29	•	$900,000
1801 S. a.w. grimes blvd.

ANYTIME FITNESS

Oct.	8	•	$590,000	
1150 Satellite view

LEGENDS VILLAGE  
RESIDENTIAL CONDOS

Oct.	2	•	$780,000	
2851 Joe diMaggio blvd.

IN-N-OuT BuRGER

Oct.	25	•	$375,000
4251 n. i-35

LA-Z-BOY FuRNITuRE GALLERIES

Oct.	9	•	$1,000,000	
100 teravista parkway

7-ELEVEN

Nov.	9	•	$700,000	
3000 n. a.w. grimes blvd.

PANTHER MART

Oct.	26	•	$1,000,000	
2950 Joe diMaggio blvd.

GREATER AuSTIN DANCE ACADEMY

Nov.	28	•	$569,000	
2641 forest creek drive

TACO BELL

Nov.	15	•	$450,000	
4301 Sunrise Road

FIRST CITIZENS BANK

Dec.	13	•	$3,500,000	
2050 Round Rock ave.

BRIGHT HORIZONS  
ROuND ROCK CHILD CARE

Jan.	11	•	$1,900,000
7210 wyoming Springs drive

ROuND ROCK HIGH SCHOOL

Dec.	18	•	$34,000,000	
300 n. lake creek drive

PREVARIAN  
CORNERSTONE HOSPITAL

Dec.	19	•	$12,000,000	
4681 college park drive

TECO WESTINGHOuSE

Jan.	30	•	$25,000
5100 n. i-35SCOTT & WHITE CLINIC

Jan.	17	•	$1,750,000	
1800 S. a.w. grimes blvd.

PRIMROSE SCHOOL

Feb.	4	•	$1,000,000
4271 Sunrise RoadSTAR AWARDS AND MORE

Jan.	31	•	$142,000	
22 chisholm trail

VISTA 620

Feb.	11	•	$390,280
1780 Round Rock ave.ASSuRED SELF STORAGE

Feb.	7	•	$400,000	
1515 n. a.w. grimes blvd.

H-E-B PLuS

Feb.	20,	2013	•	$11,050,000	
250 university blvd.

WESTLAKE DERMATOLOGY

Feb.	12	•	$299,000	
1760 Round Rock ave.

uNIVERSITY COMMONS  
SHOPPING CENTER pHaSe 2

March	4	•	$3,729,225
250 university blvd.

TExAS MEDCLINIC

Feb.	27	•	$900,000	
4851 n. i-35

O
C

T
O

B
E

R
 2

0
12

N
O

v
E

m
B

E
R

 2
0

12
JA

N
U

A
R

y
 2

0
13

m
A

R
C

h
 2

0
13

D
E

C
E

m
B

E
R

 2
0

12
F

E
B

R
U

A
R

y
 2

0
13

Source: city of Round RockDo you believe your local economy is improving?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll
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1. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
Seton Williamson Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, Suite 401
Round Rock, TX 78665
Phone: 512-324-4813

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
Stone Hill Shopping Center
1512 Town Center Drive, Suite 100
Pflugerville, TX 78660
Phone: 512-324-4875
Evening hours available

As the leading provider of health care services in Central Texas, the 
Seton Healthcare Family is proud to offer a full continuum of care 
for your family. Our primary care clinics provide a wide range of 
medical services to improve the health and wellness of infants, 
children and adults:

• Primary family care
• Physicals and sports exams
• Well-woman annual exams
• Diabetes care and prevention

• Blood pressure and cholesterol 
management

• Minor emergency care
• Disease management

Seton Care For Your Entire Family

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com
PFLUGERVILLE
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to growth.”
Pflugerville’s access to the tollway pres-

ents another advantage for companies that 
ship products and want to avoid the con-
gestion on Austin roadways, including I-35 
and MoPac, during rush hours. Akers said 
a yet-to-be-announced Fortune 100 com-
pany has chosen to locate to Pflugerville 
to take advantage of the resources in the 
Austin area while cashing in on the lack of 
congestion on SH 130.

Other benefits
A deregulated energy market also makes 

Pflugerville’s east side an attractive area 
to potential developers, as the area is not 
covered by any municipal or cooperative 
electricity providers. While Austin resi-
dents and businesses must get electric utili-
ties through Austin Energy, newcomers to 
Pflugerville’s eastern side can choose from 
providers that may charge less.

“For a larger energy user, Austin Energy 
charges 8.2 cents per kilowatt [hour],” Akers 
said. “I can get deregulated power here for 6 
cents [per kilowatt hour] for a large user. If 
I have a mega user, like a large data center 
or manufacturing facility, that price drops 
down to about 4 cents per kilowatt hour.”

Akers said Pflugerville’s utility infrastruc-
ture is expected to be able to support large-
scale growth in the area, with ample water 
flow, wastewater capacity and internet ser-
vice available to developers.

Residential potential
With little open space remaining in West 

Pflugerville, the east side is ripe for residen-
tial growth. Two subdivisions are already 
planned—Sorento, which will hold approx-
imately 900 homes, and Carmel, which is 
slated to include 3,000 homes.

Falcon Pointe, a subdivision already built 
by Newland Communities, was developed 
east of SH 130 near Kelly Lane in order to 
take advantage of the location.

“We felt that Pflugerville had a lot of good 
things going for it,” Newland Communities 
Marketing Director Vaike O’Grady said, 
“access being one really important thing, 
especially with the 130 toll road.”

The residential benefits of the tollway have 
helped Pflugerville pull out of the housing 
slump it experienced during the recent eco-
nomic recession. 

“At the height of the [housing] boom in 
2006–07, we [issued permits for] 1,500 new 
homes annually,” Akers said. “We shrunk 
down in the recession [to] about 450 new 
homes. We’re expecting to do 800 new 
homes this year. ”

Commercial potential
Several new commercial developments 

are already being planned for East Pfluger-
ville and the toll road area, including the 
130 Commerce Center, located at the 
southwest corner of Pecan Street and SH 
130. The center is slated to house compa-
nies including coffee manufacturer EIEIO 
Inc., TrackingPoint and a new data center.

[The 130 Commerce Center is] prob-
ably going to be full in the next 24 months,” 
Akers said. “Then we’re probably going to 

be expanding those opportunities eastward 
as well, where land is still available.”

Tim Timmerman, owner of real estate 
business Commerce Texas Properties Inc. 
and land around SH 130, said the area is ripe 
for continued commercial development.

“Activity has definitely picked up in the 
last six months, and there’s a lot of interest 
out there ... [with commercial] users,” Tim-
merman said. “It’s coming into its own.”

However, not all developers agree that 
SH 130 will bring Pflugerville an immedi-
ate economic or development boom. Mark  
Sprague, state director of information capi-
tal at Independence Title Co., uses prop-
erty, banking and other data to analyze 
trends in the Texas real estate market. 

“The first rule of real estate is location, 
location, location,” Sprague said. “[A] chal-
lenge of [SH 130] is the lack of traffic and 
corporate development. When [growth] 
happens, then you will see greater develop-
ment and activity.”

SH 130
Continued from | 1

1  130 Commerce Center

2  Chili’s

3  CVS/pharmacy 

4  Data center

5  EIEIO Inc.

6  Goodwill

7  Offices for the attorney general

8  The Park At Blackhawk

9  Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen

10  TrackingPoint

11  Project Pandora 

12  Renewable energy park

13  Rishel-Justice Center

14  Sorento subdivision

15  uncle Gary’s Bar

16  Verona subdivision

east side GROWTH
the east side of pflugerville, especially 
land near SH 130, has seen rapid 
development since october 2012, with an 
influx of new businesses and residential 
projects undergoing construction and 
opening. city officials say the area is 
expected to continue growing.

Source: city of pflugerville

How Pflugerville benefits
During the past eight years, Pflugerville 

has dropped its property tax rate by a half 
cent annually, a trend that could continue 
with the planned development, Akers said.

“As we bring these companies in and 
they start paying property taxes ... we can 
pass that savings onto the citizens who live 
here,” Akers said. “We’d rather have [resi-
dents] spending their money than the city 
spending their money.”

Timmerman also believes Pflugerville 
will see continued development.

“[Pflugerville] makes a lot of sense for 
a lot of different companies,” Timmerman 
said. “[The city] has road infrastructure and 
utility infrastructure and a can-do attitude, 
and I think there’s going to be a big wave 
of companies locating out in Pflugerville.”

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

pflugerville city limits

pflugerville etJ

2

Baseball Chi

Unleash YOUR Potential!

Sky Ridge Plaza 2200 South IH-35 • Suite B-2 • Round Rock • Call (512) 382-9445 or email BaseballChi@gmail.com to sign up!

Session 1: June 10-13
Session 2: June 24-27
Session 3: July 15-18
Session 4: July 29 - August 1
$25 sibling discount
$25 off if you sign up by May 17.

Baseball Chi Summer Camp:  
All Camps are Monday - Thursday, 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM and will 
emphasize proper training and 
technique for all aspects of baseball.

YOUR ULTIMATE BASEBALL TRAINING CENTER

$25 off if yopects of baseball.

www.BaseballChi.com

SUMMER SPECIAL 

$50 OFF 
Performance 

Training Workouts
when you reserve 

your spot by May 17
Develop baseball speed, strength, agility 

and power. Two 1 hour sessions per 
week for 90 days ONLY $299!
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Welcome to La Frontera Dental

Dr. Satish Thirumalai

State-of-the-Art Equipment

Dr. Satish & family thank you for choosing
us to be your healthcare provider. Our team

is committed to give you the confi dent smile you 
have always wanted for yourself and

your family. We provide a full spectrum of dental 
services using modern technology for a pleasant 

and pain free dental experience.

512-358-1215
www.lafronteradental.com 2711 La Frontera Blvd. Suite 270 | Round Rock, TX 78681

Healthy  Smiles  for Life
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS NOW..PLEASE CALL US FOR THE SPECIALS WE OFFER...

45

35

 La Frontera Blvd.

Sundance Pkwy.

Hesters 

Crossing Rd.

Parker Rd.

STOP RENTING & Buy a Brand New
                      Home!                    

Buying a new 
home today is 

easier and faster 
than you ever 

thought.

Sunflower

From $146,990
1,355 Sq. Ft.

3 Bedrooms

2 Bathrooms

2 Bay Garage

Payments From

Per Month*
Based on 3.75% (3.875% APR), 30-Year fixed rate, 0% down 
payment, $146,990 sales price. Estimate of monthly taxes and 
insurance premiums is $438. Estimate is subject to change. 
Payment obligation may be greater. Financing available through 
Universal American Mortgage Company.

Payments From

PPPer MMMoMonth*h*h*
$1,154

$0 Down
payment &

zero closing
costs †

CHANCE LOVE
Agent

TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RANCH, RIVER 
& RECREATIONAL PROPERTY

SPECIALIST IN HUNTING PROPERTIES
chance@theandersgroup.com

512-657-9207  |  www.theandersgroup.com
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Recent Property listings
ZiP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78634 Country Estates 119 Ryan Cove 4br/2ba $167,500 2,738 Sherry Hindmarsh RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-731-8316

78634 Creekside Estates 115 Meadowside Drive 3br/2ba $122,000 1,009 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 512-203-2985

78634 Hutto Parke 130 Almquist St. 3br/2ba $130,000 1,666 Ernesto Hernandez RE/MAX 1 512-968-4663

78634 Hutto Square 200 Delby St. 3br/2ba $145,000 1,606 Dow Kennedy Re/Max Capital City ii 512-267-6302

78634 Lakeside Estates 201 Dana Drive 3br/2ba $153,900 2,109 Kourtney Reid Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-217-6694

78634 Park at Brushy Creek 202 Watergate Way 3br/2ba $149,900 1,734 Mike Freeman RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-694-9769

78634 Park at Brushy Creek 106 Palestine Cove 4br/2ba $155,000 1,759 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-791-0229

78634 Park at Brushy Creek 207 Fistral Drive 3br/2ba $148,500 1,485 Linda Morrison Morrison Realty 512-508-4737

78634 Railroad 107 East St. 3br/3ba $400,000 3,000 Jeffrey Slanker Keller Williams Realty 512-800-4886

78634 Star Ranch 1524 Augusta Bend Drive 4br/2ba $265,000 2,728 Carolyn Watts Realty Austin 512-731-4533

78634 Star Ranch 637 Wiltshire Drive 4br/3ba $219,900 2,480 Tim Hamby Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-657-3689

78660 Bohls Place 1508 Hollyhock Court 4br/2ba $189,000 2,277 Jeff Dillard Coldwell Banker united Realtor 512-426-1294

78660 Club at Wells Point 705 indian Run Drive 4br/2ba $177,900 2,277 Nora Wall RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-789-3421

78660 Commons/Rowe Lane 20717 Windmill Ridge St. 4br/2ba $245,700 2,797 Dawn Lee Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-484-3149

78660 Creekside 211 Custers Creek Bend 4br/2ba $192,500 2,401 Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker united Realtor 512-750-6611

78660 Falcon Pointe 19409 Stage Line Trail 3br/2ba $180,000 1,726 Joetta Houghton Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-736-2471

78660 Falcon Pointe 1712 Secluded Willow Cove 4br/3ba $203,500 2,368 Jennifer Summers Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-799-1999

78660 Gaston-Sheldon 15000 Sassafras Trail 3br/2ba $137,500 1,346 Kenn Renner Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-423-5626

78660 Heatherwilde 17509 Avena Valley Drive 5br/2ba $167,000 2,498 Sandy Rios Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-565-1503

78660 Heatherwilde 1106 Laurelleaf Drive 3br/2ba $143,000 1,848 Stephanie Nold Classic Realty 512-779-6436

78660 Heatherwilde 1203 Gazania Drive 4br/3ba $180,000 2,165 Joan Adams Re/Max 1 512-659-5006

78660 Highland Park North 829 Portchester Castle Path 4br/2ba $212,000 2,538 Donna Ciccarelli Goldwasser Real Estate 512-736-3124

78660 Highland Park 17832 Kenai Fjords Drive 4br/2ba $145,000 1,821 James Morelli RE/MAX Capital City 512-744-4153

78660 Highland Park 808 Craters Of The Moon Blvd. 3br/2ba $139,000 1,346 Mary Rodriguez Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-300-6019

78660 Lakeside at Blackhawk 20024 Farm Pond Lane 4br/2ba $284,700 2,592 Sherry Hindmarsh RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-731-8316

78660 Meadows Blackhawk 20205 Bellerive Drive 4br/2ba $219,626 2,715 Sherry Hindmarsh RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-731-8316

78660 Meadows Blackhawk 20211 Bellerive Drive 3br/2ba $219,900 2,014 Vivian Kendrick Keller Williams Realty 512-913-4596

78660 Meadows Blackhawk 20625 Kearney Hill Road 4br/2ba $286,000 2,977 Gene Arant Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-261-1000

78660 Meadows Blackhawk 20117 Treyburn Lane 4br/2ba $230,000 2,690 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 512-203-2985

78660 Mountain Creek 1101 Saint John Court 5br/3ba $295,000 4,050 Donna Ciccarelli Goldwasser Real Estate 512-736-3124

78660 Sarah’s Creek 1029 Doras Drive 3br/2ba $159,900 1,570 Kellie Foster Marketplace Real Estate Group 512-924-5388

78660 Springbrook 17801 Richelle Cove 4br/2ba $149,000 2,759 Nancy Bilunas Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-698-2214

78660 Springbrook 17901 Betterman Cove 4br/2ba $219,000 2,698 Brandy Finnessey RE/MAX 1 512-698-3366

78660 Springbrook Glen 1125 Glendalough Drive 4br/2ba $179,500 2,392 Carolina Aceituno Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-217-1218

78660 Villages Hidden Lake 18600 Dry Pond Drive 4br/2ba $205,000 2,184 Seth Kratz Keller Williams Realty 512-516-1009

78660 Windermere 1207 Pitcairn Drive 3br/2ba $101,900 1,146 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-251-4950

78664 Ashton Oaks 1805 Creek Ridge Blvd. 4br/2ba $239,000 2,756 Suzie Gole Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-791-4223

78664 Chapel Hill North 2327 Wright Circle 3br/2ba $142,500 1,946 Rusty Coffman RE/MAX Round Rock 512-297-7580

78664 Eggers 523 Karolyn Drive 3br/2ba $164,900 1,911 Dustin King RE/MAX Round Rock 512-350-6481

78664 Forest Creek 3805 Trevino Drive 5br/4ba $1,750,000 6,709 J. Rene Ward Best Agents in Texas 512-694-2558

78664 Forest Creek 2114 Hilton Head 4br/3ba $345,000 3,551 Marci Wagner RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-496-4980

78664 Greenlawn Place 1412 Zephyr Lane 4br/2ba $164,900 2,649 Lisa Foerster Keller Williams Realty 512-870-7332

78664 Greenridge 19804 Cheyenne Valley Drive 5br/3ba $249,900 4,238 Kimberly Whitlock Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-439-6786

78664 Greenridge 4406 Cisco Valley Drive 4br/2ba $168,500 2,526 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-251-4950

ZIP code guide
78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 university Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of i-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

107 East St.

829 Portchester Castle Path

3805 trevino Drive

17901 Betterman Cove

REAl ESTATE

Market Data

Market Data compiled by 
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133

kathryn.fowler@kw.com
On the market  (March 1–31) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

Less than $100,000 25 9 10 36 41 75

$100,000–$149,999 96 107 91 31 30 35

$150,000–$199,999 158 158 69 38 44 60

$200,000–$299,999 299 155 40 52 63 64

$300,000–$399,999 152 10 7 63 117 136

$400,000–$499,999 68 3 4 68 132 63

$500,000–$749,999 26 1 4 94 64 249

$750,000–$999,999 2 1 3 18 159 263

$1 million + 1 0 3 3 0 446

Number of homes sold Average price

Month Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

March 2013 247 110 41 $240,015 $173,036 $160,939

March 2012 233 89 38 $217,015 $154,738 $145,861

February 2013 169 70 37 $237,070 $174,884 $154,642

January 2013 132 62 19 $227,880 $156,131 $161,847

December 2012 159 81 29 $226,218 $170,845 $153,683

November 2012 202 88 28 $219,456 $165,920 $147,419

October 2012 192 95 29 $223,907 $164,774 $150,247

September 2012 188 78 38 $224,084 $164,422 $139,687

August 2012 230 81 35 $233,078 $161,632 $136,070
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REAl ESTATE

Recent Property listings ZIP code guide
78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 university Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of i-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

ZiP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78664 Round Rock City 214 Lampasas St. 3br/2ba $290,000 1,480 Michelle Robach Avalar Austin 512-965-3304

78664 South Creek 2004 Boxwood Path 3br/2ba $165,000 2,249 Tony Garrant Classic Realty 512-779-6744

78664 South Creek 3208 Sycamore Cove 4br/3ba $189,900 2,477 Cindy Crawford Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-522-5002

78664 Springbrook Centre 1708 Bengal Drive 3br/2ba $174,900 2,160 Mike Freeman RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-694-9769

78665 Eagle Ridge 3633 Hawk Ridge St. 3br/2ba $185,000 2,595 Judith Copple Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-864-2500

78665 Eagle Ridge 3606 Cheyenne St. 3br/2ba $159,000 1,954 Lisa Kosub Young Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8232

78665 Eagle Ridge 3529 Longhorn Trail 4br/2ba $195,000 2,291 Veronica Lee Keller Williams Realty 512-965-2905

78665 Estates/Settlers Park 2247 Settlers Park Loop 4br/3ba $269,900 3,366 Jeffrey Walker Prudential Texas Realty 512-947-8836

78665 Forest Ridge 1519 Shady Hillside Pass 3br/2ba $214,999 2,285 Natasha Baker Keller Williams Realty 512-786-1799

78665 Forest Ridge 3007 Rock Rose Place 4br/2ba $234,900 2,301 Laurie McGary Keller Williams Realty 512-695-7461

78665 Gardens at Teravista Condo 4332 Teravista Club Drive 2br/2ba $335,000 1,803 Linda Graves RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-744-4584

78665 Hills at Paloma Lake 2947 Angelina Drive 3br/2ba $241,999 1,921 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City 512-964-5724

78665 Meadow Lake 3605 Walleye Way 3br/2ba $125,000 1,238 Alexandra Booth Coldwell Banker united Realtor 512-554-4147

78665 Preserve at Dyer Creek 1116 Preserve Place 4br/2ba $229,900 2,301 Linda Graves RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-744-4584

78665 Ryans Crossing 654 Reggie Jackson Trail 3br/2ba $165,000 1,837 Cathy Wallace Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-921-4150

78665 Settlers Crossing 3201 Clinton Place 4br/2ba $187,000 2,228 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-947-8787

78665 Settlers Crossing 2437 Butler Way 4br/2ba $179,000 2,228 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-791-0229

78665 Settlers Overlook 2346 Bluffstone Drive 4br/2ba $175,000 1,959 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty 512-616-4100

78665 Sonoma 2701 Vinwood Cove 3br/2ba $249,900 2,922 Nora Wall RE/MAX Capital City iii 512-789-3421

78665 Teravista 718 Bent Wood Place 3br/2ba $189,500 1,539 Kent Steenken Keller Williams Realty 512-635-0439

78665 Teravista 4210 Bent Wood Court 3br/2ba $193,777 1,838 Alexandra Booth Coldwell Banker united Realtor 512-554-4147

78665 Teravista 811 Broken Trace Court 4br/2ba $249,500 2,391 Myrna Hall J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-507-6554

78665 Teravista 4194 Fairmeadow Drive 4br/3ba $299,990 3,240 Greg Young Keller Williams Realty 512-587-1337

78665 Teravista 1943 Kempwood Loop 4br/2ba $315,000 2,950 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-791-0229

78665 Teravista 511 Centerbrook Place 4br/2ba $239,000 2,733 Jason Taylor Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-200-2624

78681 Behrens Ranch 3269 Goldenoak Creek 5br/4ba $399,000 4,606 Knolly Williams Keller Williams Realty 512-206-0060

78681 Cat Hollow 16920 Judy Scholl Way 5br/3ba $365,000 4,092 Lynn Taylor RE/MAX 1 512-923-1146

78681 Cat Hollow 6067 Almelo Drive 4br/2ba $217,900 2,234 Martha Browning Prudential Texas Realty 512-407-2456

78681 Cat Hollow 112 Northfield St. 4br/2ba $266,000 2,479 MaryEllen Kersch J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-863-7174

78681 Dugan Wm Sur 1705 Great Oaks Drive 4br/3ba $499,000 3,383 Kelvin Glover Keller Williams Realty 512-415-2027

78681 Spanish Oak Terrace 2004 Spanish Oak Trail 4br/4ba $525,000 4,000 Marla Cave Keller Williams Realty 512-771-1798

78681 Vista Oaks 2003 Summercrest Cove 4br/2ba $304,900 3,148 Patricia Smith Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8277

78717 Avery Ranch East 9316 Queens Park Cove 3br/2ba $259,900 2,297 Robin Shelton Keller Williams Realty 512-608-1000

78717 Avery Ranch Far West 11313 Los Comancheros Road 3br/2ba $215,000 2,129 Laurel Brown Keller Williams Realty 512-801-8694

78717 Avery South 9713 Pasatiempo Drive 3br/2ba $325,000 2,678 Terri Romere Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-431-5435

78717 Avery South 15408 Belfin Drive 5br/3ba $400,000 3,521 Deborah Harber Keller Williams Realty 512-971-1182

78717 Meadows Brushy Creek 16509 Lounsbury Place 3br/2ba $229,000 2,294 Alexandra Booth Coldwell Banker united Realtor 512-554-4147

78717 Oak Brook 17021 Capri isle Lane 4br/3ba $299,800 2,984 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker united Realtor 512-767-6787

78717 Plaza Townhomes at Avery Ranch Condo 14812 Avery Ranch Blvd. 3br/2ba $210,000 2,136 Suzie Gole Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-791-4223

78717 Woods Brushy Creek 15914 Two Rivers Cove 4br/2ba $239,900 2,508 Cheryl Tucker Best Agents in Texas 512-705-9010

78717 Woods Brushy Creek 15806 Hamden Circle 4br/2ba $325,000 3,016 Derrick Jones Austin City Living 512-657-8225

4332 teravista Club Drive

4210 Bent wood Court

1705 great oaks Drive

14812 Avery Ranch Blvd.

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 4/4/13 and 4/16/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Dixie Doss
REALTOR®

John Horton Realty

READY TO BUY OR SELL? 

512-563-6968 Cell
512-834-1600 Offi ce
dixie@dixiedoss.com
www.dixiedoss.com

THE STRENGTH OF SALES …. THE REPUTATION FOR RESULTS!

Let me make you “Whistle Dixie”!

BUYER AND SELLERS

Move Now... So You Can
Enjoy The Summer In Your New Home!

Call Me Today!
Get Ready to Move Tomorrow!

Yes, I can help you with new construction homes too!

HOLLY RIVERS, MBA
BROKER

512.699.5244
www.hollyrivers.com

holly@hollyrivers.com
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


