
Round Rock | pflugeRville | Hutto edition Volume 8, Issue 6 | Feb. 7–March 6, 2013

Online-exclusive news
www.impactnews.com

Regularly updated coupons
impactdeals.com

Find us on Facebook at
impactnews.com/rph-facebook

Follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_rph

Pflugerville organizations tout tuition rates, 
additional services as benefits to residents

Local initiative to join 
ACC tax area begins

By Korri Kezar
A grass-roots movement to 

annex Pflugerville into Austin 
Community College’s taxing dis-
trict is hoping to pick up steam 
and support throughout the city.

The Pflugerville Pfriends 4 
ACC and members of other 
groups such as Help Pflugerville 
Join ACC have started education 
campaigns to inform residents 
about the advantages of the city 
joining the district and adding 
a 9.51 cent tax to its current tax 
obligation.

“Having a college cam-
pus in our city, I mean that’s a 

huge benefit, and I think there 
are other peripheral benefits 
that come with that,” Pfriends 
President and Treasurer Justin  
LeBlanc said. “Economically and 
financially, it makes sense.”

LeBlanc attended ACC for 
the first two years of his under-
graduate degree before moving 
to Pflugerville and transferring 
to Texas State University Round 
Rock campus. When he attempted 
to enroll in an ACC Spanish class 
to complete his degree, he was 
shocked at the additional tuition 
costs he encountered.

“Because of my address, I 

found out after the fact that I was 
now out-of-district, and my cost 
for those courses was exorbitant,” 
he said. 

How students are affected
Currently, Pflugerville is not 

part of ACC’s taxing district, 
which helps fund the college’s 

operating expenses. ACC col-
lects taxes in cities neighboring 
Pflugerville, such as Cedar Park 
and Round Rock, and in parts of 
Austin that overlap with Pfluger-
ville ISD.

Being part of the taxing dis-
trict allows resident students 

Dr. Connie Park, (left) counselor and professor of human development at ACC North-
ridge, advises returning student Jonathan Bryan on Jan. 30 at the Austin campus.  

Round Rock City Council is examining the feasibility of  
using gondolas as a method of mass transit within the city.
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See ACC | 35

Council hosting public forum to 
examine feasibility of gondolas

Aerial solution to mass transit? 

By JP Eichmiller
The leaders of Round Rock are looking 

in a new direction—literally—for options 
in developing a mass-transit system to cope 
with the city’s expected continued growth.

Rather than regurgitating traditional 
transit options such as trains or 

buses, the city’s public officials 
are taking an active interest 
in a revolutionary “aerial-
based mass-transit system” 

that would lift users from the 
ground in ski lift–style gondolas 

and drop them off at destinations 
throughout town.

The system is referred to as The 
Wire and is the brainchild of a team 
of planners from Frog Design, an 
international innovation firm with 
offices in 14 locations worldwide, 
including Austin.

“Once we got into some of the 
design research of it and really started 

investigating the technology, it quickly went 
from an office joke to, ‘this is really plausible 
and really viable,’” said Michael McDaniel, 
principal designer at Frog Design’s Austin 
studio.

Although unconventional, the idea of 
a gondola-based mass-transit system has 
caught the attention of Round Rock’s city 
leaders. Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw 
recently took the time to visit Frog’s Austin 
office for a demonstration of the project.

McGraw said he walked away from the 
meeting impressed by the idea and intrigued 
with its possibilities.

“[The Wire] is a really fascinating con-
cept when you are looking at mass transit,” 
McGraw said. “This is not just a Round Rock 
issue, this is a regional issue as [city planners] 
are looking at mass-transit alternatives.

“The question is, why is this one not being 
considered as an alternative?”

Old concept, new design
Anyone who has spent time at ski resorts 

will likely be familiar with The Wire concept. 
The system has been in use in for decades at 
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FROm ThE EDITOR
“Nothing ventured, 

nothing gained” is an 
idiom commonly used to 
motivate us beyond our 
comfort zones in order to 
achieve success. 

In our personal lives, 
the concept can be 
applied to the ways we 
eat or exercise. In the 
professional world, it can 
provide the impetus to 
start a new business or 

take a new job. 
In the scope of public projects and spending, how-

ever, venturing into the unknown can be a gamble. The 
return on investment from spending millions of public 
dollars is often the measuring stick by which public offi-
cials are judged. Therefore it is not surprising how often 
the stewards of taxpayer dollars resort to more conser-
vative and time-honored solutions to solving problems, 
even if the answers no longer work. 

Round Rock’s city leaders are apparently considering 
the road less traveled in trying to plan for the future of 
the city’s mass-transit needs. On Feb. 14, City Council 
plans to host a presentation of a gondola-style tran-
sit system conceptualized by a team of Austin-based 
designers. There is no guarantee the city will ever sign 
off on the project, however, but the fact the city is will-
ing to consider the concept says something about the 
city’s openness to exploring new ideas. 

In Pflugerville, residents and city leaders are working 
to find a healthy balance between tax rates and public 
services. City residents may soon be asked to consider 
separate taxes to fund their emergency responders and 
Austin Community College students. The results will be 
a study of how much of a tax burden Pflugerville resi-
dents are willing to take on to fund public investments 
with no guarantee of a return.  
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COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
Take The pOll

lasT MONTh’s pOll ResulTs

What method of rapid transit would 
you like local cities to consider for the 
future?

  commuter rail

  Bus systems

  carpool lanes and tolls

  Alternative options such as gondolas

  none, it is a bad investment for cities

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll

look for the results right here in next month’s print edition  
of Community Impact Newspaper.

What is the best thing your city can 
do to improve the quality of life for 
residents?

Work to alleviate traffic congestion and speed up road 
improvements  

  32% 

improve local economics by attracting new businesses 
and lowering taxes

  32% 

invest in downtown improvements

  20% 

improve its parks and recreation system

  12%

develop more community programs and events

  4%
Results from an unscientific Web survery, collected 1/17/13–1/29/13

in this edition, our lead story, Round Rock considers aerial 
solutions for mass transit, examines the feasibility of a 
gondola-based rapid-transit system. According to the project’s 
designers, the gondola system could save the city millions of 
dollars in costs while moving passengers more efficiently than 
buses or trains. the city is hosting a public forum to discuss 
the idea feb. 14, and we would like to know what you think.

in the January issue, we wrote about local cities’ efforts to 
improve the quality of life for their residents. We asked read-
ers what they thought their cities could do to increase at-
tachments to their communities. 

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD
$359mo 2

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT 
Sedan
$209mo 1

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium quattro Tiptronic
$379mo3

2013 Porsche 
Carrera Coupe
$1,298mo4

1-Subaru - Model DAB, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $209.99, � nal pymt / residual = $12,785. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,430. Stk# Z7960. 2-Volvo - 24 mo. lease, $0 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 23 monthly payments of $359. 
Final payment / residual = $22,852. MSRP $32,645. Stock# V4231. O� ers with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services until January 31, 2013. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.25/mi excess charge, � rst mo. payment paid by Volvo. 3-Audi - 42 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# A7186 based on MSRP $38,185 with Heated front seats, Exhaust tips, iPod cable for music 
interface, Convenience and Lighting Pkg. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. First mo. payment paid by Audi. Purchase option at lease end for $20,238.05. 42 monthly payments of $379. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease 
end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 1-31-13. 4-Porche - 36-month closed-end lease o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised o� er requires dealer 
contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Stock# W8321 based on lease sale price $98,330. $9,000 total due at lease inception, 36 monthly payments of $1,298, purchase option/residual at lease end $65,171.20. $350 disposition 
fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 1-31-13.
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Dec. 15 from a home-based location to an 
office space at 2255 CR 172, Ste. 301. The 
business specializes in cleaning services for 
commercial businesses throughout Central 
Texas, including janitorial services, and 
floor and window cleaning. 512-919-4333.  
www.expresscommercialcleaning.com

10  Acupuncture and herbal medicine 
clinic Renewed Health relocated to 894 
Summit St., Ste. 109, on Jan. 1. Patients 
can receive Oriental medical treatments 
such as cupping, electrical stimulation and 
massage. Hours are Mon. 9 a.m.–7 p.m., 
Tue.–Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.–
noon. 512-341-9900.  
www.renewedhealthac.com

School Notes

The Round Rock ISD board of trustees 
appointed a School Health Advisory 
Committee at its Jan. 17 meeting. The 
SHAC will study district health issues 
and provide regular updates to the board. 
Members include parents, community 
members, health professionals and district 
staff. www.roundrockisd.org

The Round Rock ISD board of trustees 
approved $910,000 for new safety-related 
front-entry modifications for 23 schools 
to be installed prior to the 2013–14 school 
year. The modifications will require 
visitors who enter campuses after the 
first period begins to enter through the 
front office before proceeding into the 
main hallways, according to the district. 
For safety reasons, the district is not able 
to release the names of the schools that 
will be receiving the entry modifications, 
said JoyLynn Occhiuzzi, the district’s 
executive director of community 
relations. www.roundrockisd.org

Anniversaries

The Round Rock ISD board of trustees 
proclaimed 2013 the district’s centennial 
anniversary at its Jan. 17 meeting. Formed 
in 1913, the district now serves more than 
45,000 students in 52 schools. Centennial 
celebrations will take place on the district’s 
campuses throughout the year. More 
information and anniversary merchandise 
is available at www.roundrockisd.org/
centennial

Pflugerville

Now Open

Matt Komenan opened All Loving 
Home Care, a home-based caregiving 
service, Dec. 20. The business specializes 
in personal care of elderly residents, 
post-surgery patients and sick children, 
Komenan said. Services include cooking, 
bathing and exercise assistance.  
512-629-8596. www.alllovinghomecare.org

11  Austin Cell and Tablet Repair opened 

Round Rock

Now Open

1  Owner Carol Drolette opened Threads 
Urban Collective Boutique on Jan. 7 
at 1001 Sam Bass Road, Ste. 600. The 
boutique consignment store features 
clothing, furnishings and an artist 
shop featuring local vendors. The store 
specializes in vintage and current women’s 
clothing, accessories, shoes and jewelry. 
512-248-9000

2  Dr. Roopa Satish now practices family 
dentistry at La Frontera Dental, 2711 La 
Frontera Blvd. The office opened Jan. 16 
and offers general and cosmetic dental 
work. Hours are Mon.–Wed. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 
and Thu.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. 512-358-1215. 
www.lafronteradental.com

3  Heritage Office Suites opened Jan. 15 
at 1000 Heritage Center Circle. Heritage 
offers executive office suites, including 
virtual offices, meeting rooms, receptionist 
services and Internet for clients. Hours are 
Mon.–Fri. 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-377-9010. 
www.roundrockoffices.com

Coming Soon

4  The independent and private 
Challenger School is expected to open a 
Round Rock campus for preschool and 
kindergarten students at 1521 Joyce Lane. 
Construction is slated to finish in May, 
with summer school classes to begin in 
June. 512-255-8844.  
www.challengerschool.com

5  The opening of a new La-Z-Boy 
Furniture Galleries store at 100 Teravista 
Parkway is set for June. The new store will 
be 15,500 square feet and sell La-Z-Boy 
sofas, chairs and end tables. The La-Z-Boy 
gallery at Lakeline Mall in Cedar Park will 
close when the Round Rock location opens. 
Hours will be Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–9 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. and Sun. noon–6 p.m. 
www.la-z-boy.com

6  Manager Ali Khan will oversee Round 
Rock Kia, a Kia dealership and service 
facility slated to open between May and 
June. The new location will be on the 
North I-35 frontage road adjacent to 
Central Texas Harley-Davidson–Round 
Rock dealership. www.roundrockkia.com

7  Citizens National Bank is scheduled 
to open its seventh location at 201 W. 
Palm Valley Blvd. Branch President Mike 
Vance said he hopes the new location will 
be open around May 1. Hours are yet to be 
determined. 254-697-6653.  
www.cnbanktxas.com

8  A Bricks 4 Kidz creativity center 
is set to open March 9 at 220 Sundance 
Parkway, Ste. 300. Bricks 4 Kidz already 
holds after-school classes in approximately 
30 Round Rock and Leander ISD schools, 
and the creativity center will allow the 
franchise to hold classes, preschool and 
after-school enrichment, birthday parties, 
and services for home-schooled students. 
The center will also hold programs for 
special needs children and economically 
disadvantaged students. Students can 
learn academic concepts in social studies, 
science, language arts and more while 
building with Lego bricks. 512-388-9003. 
www.bricks4kidz.com/atx

Relocations

9  Owner Evelyn Tavernier moved 
Express Commercial Cleaning Inc. on 
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Jan. 1 at 15301 N. I-35, Ste. L. The store 
offers cell phone and tablet repair, and 
buys and sells used cell phones. Hours are 
Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat.  
10 a.m.–2 p.m. 512-670-2355.  
www.austincell.com

12  Yazmyne’z Hookah Lounge 
owner Mahmoud Sahouri planned 
to open Yazmyne’z Restaurant and 
Mediterranean Cuisine on Feb. 4 at 
1100 Grand Avenue Parkway in the suite 
next to the lounge. The restaurant serves 
hamburgers, pizza and Mediterranean 
favorites such as gyros, kebabs and 
shawarma. Hours are 11 a.m.–11 p.m. 
daily. 512-989-8184. www.yazmynez.com

13  Discount Tire announced the opening 
of a new location at 1601 FM 685 on 
Jan. 30. The store sells tires and custom 
wheels from brands including Goodyear, 
Michelin, Bridgestone and more. Hours 
are Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 512-541-3821. 
www.discounttire.com

Relocations

14  Freedom Machine Tattoo relocated to 
117 E. Main St. on Jan. 15 from its previous 
address at 105 E. Pecan St. The shop 
performs custom tattooing services.  
512-251-3484.  
www.freedommachinetattoo.com

Expansions

15  Horizon Printing, 2111 Grand 
Avenue Parkway, added a Xerox IGen 
4 digital printer to its existing facility 
Dec. 28. The new printer offers improved 
print quality and faster turnaround on 
a variety of papers, General Manager 
Dave Chatfield said. Horizon Printing is a 
custom commercial printing business that 
produces brochures, letterheads, envelopes, 
business cards and more. 512-989-0006. 
www.horizonprinting.net

16  The first phase of the Pflugerville 
Public Library expansion project was 
completed Jan. 19. The newly renovated 
space includes the library’s entire collection 

of books, a great hall, a children’s area and 
a living area that will house the library’s 
media collection. Pflugerville City Council 
also approved changing the library’s name 
to the Pflugerville Public Library from the 
Pflugerville Community Library at its Jan. 
22 meeting. The library’s entrance is now 
located at 1008 W. Pfluger St.  
512-990-6375.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov/library

17  Round Rock salon Organics will 
open a second location at Stone Hill Town 
Center, 18820 Hilltop Commercial Drive, 
in mid-April. The salon offers facials, 
makeup, waxing, threading and all hair 
services including cuts, color and keratin 
treatments. Hours are Mon. 11 a.m.– 
6 p.m., Tue.–Fri. 9:30 a.m.–7:30 p.m. and 
Sat. 9:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 512-255-6763.  
www.organicssalon.com

School Notes

The Pflugerville Community 
Development Corp. awarded $30,000 to 
the Pflugerville Education Foundation, 
Pflugerville ISD announced Jan. 25. 
The grant will be used to purchase new 
equipment for the district’s welding 
program. Currently, Hendrickson High 
School offers two welding courses for 
Pflugerville students to earn college credit 
through Austin Community College. The 
courses aim to increase the number of 
skilled workers in the Central Texas area. 
512-594-0000.  
www.cms.pflugervilleisd.net

Pflugerville ISD will save more than $4.6 
million in interest after it refinanced $38.6 
million in bonds in December. The district 
has refinanced five bonds in the past three 
years, saving taxpayers approximately $17 
million in interest payments, according to 
a district news release. 512-594-0000.  
www.cms.pflugervilleisd.net

In the News

Abilene Christian University student and 
Pflugerville native David Singer will 
have his design used as a logo for the new 

Academy of Technology, Engineering, 
Math and Science high school in Abilene 
ISD. Singer’s phoenix mascot logo was 
chosen from among designs submitted by 
students at ACU, Hardin-Simmons College 
and Texas State Technical College. “Any 
time our work is recognized or accepted 
outside the class setting, it’s truly a great 
experience,” Singer said in a news release.

Hutto

Now Open

Owner Sean Pearson launched home-
based business 20X Landscapes on 
Nov. 15. The company offers complete 
landscaping services including lawn 
fertilization, weed control, cleanup, tree 
and shrub trimming, and weekly and 
biweekly lawn maintenance. Free estimates 
are provided, and services are offered 
throughout south Williamson County and 
North Austin. 512-818-9974.  
www.20xlandscapes.net

School Notes

The Hutto ISD board of trustees 
unanimously voted to extend 
Superintendent Doug Killian’s 
employment contract by one year during a 
special called meeting Jan. 24. Killian said 
he saw the decision as a vote of confidence 
and plans to continue working to improve 
the district. “What I’m really looking 
forward to is the opportunity to focus on 
things other than finance, and take Hutto 
ISD from the good district that it is to the 
great district that it will be,” he said.  
512-759-3771. www.hutto.txed.net

Expansions

18  Regions Bank, 500 Hwy. 79, held a 
ribbon cutting for its remodeled lobby 
Jan. 18. Work on the bank included new 
carpeting and tile, paint, new furniture 
and a new kitchen for employees. Hours 
for the bank are Mon.–Thu. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., 
Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
512-759-5000. www.regions.com 

news or questions about Round Rock, pflugerville or 
Hutto? e-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Korri Kezar and JP Eichmiller

Phase 1 of an expansion to the Pflugerville Public 
Library finished Jan. 19.

16
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Bricks 4 Kidz teaches lessons in social studies, 
science and other subjects with Lego blocks.
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Austin Cell and Tablet Repair owner Phil Balcar 
can repair and unlock cell phones.
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Manager Hailey Lowder helps operate Round Rock 
thrift store Threads Urban Collective Boutique.
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John F. McEntire, 
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek, 
DDS

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

512-642-5994

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o mFind us on 
Facebook!

O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express

Our Gold Standards:
• Comfortable, Modern Office
• Care with a Gentle Touch
• On-Time Scheduling
• Family Block Appointments
• Conservative Treatment
• Fun for Kids
• Insurance Friendly
• Monthly Payment Plans
• Emergencies Seen Promptly
• Sedation Dentistry Available
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Concerned about the HIGH COST of College?
Let us help you lower 
your college costs.

MyCollegeStrategy.com
D. Bryant Smith 

CFP®, CWS®

President – C.A.S.H. 
Strategy Group, LLC

512-323-3245

Dr. Satish Thirumalai

State-of-the-Art Equipment

Healthy  Smiles  for Life

45

35

 La Frontera Blvd.

Sundance Pkwy.

Hesters 

Crossing Rd.

Parker Rd.

FirstTexasBank.net

500 Round Rock Ave.
255-2501

7509 O’Connor Dr.
246-6010

1600 W. Pecan
251-7889

1901 Bagdad Rd.
259-2443

Proudly serving our customers since 1898.

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

721 Hwy 183
778-5757

Modern Technology
hometown spirit

First Texas Bank offers our 
Merchant Customers:
•   Competitive Rates
•   Smartphone Apps like
     PayFox™, and
•   State-of-the-art Equipment 
     & Options to take care of
     your payment processing
     needs.

Our team is knowledgeable, 
professional, friendly, efficient 
and located near you to help 
with your setup , training and  
customer support.

Lauren Johnson & Barbara Pekar displaying 
the PayFox™ service for smartphones.

501 Canyon Ridge Drive | 512.339.ZEDS (9337) | www.zeds.bz

February 14, 2013
Join Zed’s for a Valentine’s Day 

celebration featuring live music 

from Mr. Jamie and the Blues 

Posse, a special prix fixe menu, 

and a rose for the special lady.



Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • February 2013 News  7

Pflugerville survey highlights quality 
of life, needed utility improvements
By Korri Kezar 

Results from a first-time citizen survey 
are helping Pflugerville city leaders 
pinpoint which services are working and 
which are not throughout the city.

The survey was conducted in Novem-
ber by the ETC Institute, a community 
market-based research firm. ETC asked 
residents their opinions on a variety of city 
services, from local shopping to utilities, 
and compared the results with statistics 
from other cities throughout the nation.

“We really liked the fact that [ETC] 
can benchmark Pflugerville ... and that 
benchmarking [gives] us an idea of some 
standardized questions to ask and then 
really rate how we’re doing in the realm of 
citizen surveys,” Pflugerville Public Infor-
mation Officer Terri Waggoner said. 

From 2,000 surveys sent out randomly 
to community residences, 432 responses 
were received back, so the survey is 
considered statistically accurate by ETC 
within a margin of 5 percent, Waggoner 
said. The survey was seven pages long and 
took approximately 15–20 minutes to fill 
out, according to ETC.

In regional benchmarks, the city 
outranked statistics from the Southwest 
region of the nation and the United States 
overall in value received for city tax dol-
lars, quality of city services, quality of life 
and city growth planning. Pflugerville fell 
short of regional and national percent-
ages in residents’ perception of the city’s 

NEWS REPORT

overall image and appearance as well as 
the quality of the city’s downtown.

Positives for the city included 92 per-
cent of respondents rating their overall 
quality of life satisfactory or excellent. 

“[ETC] chart[s] how your city is doing 
and how it compared with other cities,” 
Waggoner said. “We had high expecta-
tions, and at the same time, high satisfac-
tion ratings, and that was nice to see.” 

In terms of public safety, 43 percent of 
residents were very satisfied and  
45 percent were satisfied with overall 
quality of police protection, and 90 per-
cent were satisfied or very satisfied with 
overall quality of fire services. Approxi-
mately 92 percent of respondents felt safe 
walking in their neighborhoods during 
the day, though only 67 percent said they 
felt safe or very safe walking at night.

Other highly ranked facets included 
quality of the city’s customer service at 
various departments and Pflugerville’s 
Come Home to Shop campaign, which 
Waggoner said could be attributed to 
recently enacted city programs.

“We just did a Come Home to Shop 
campaign about a year and a half ago 
where the chamber and the city and 
the emergency services district and the 
[Pflugerville Community Development 
Corporation] and representatives from 
our shopping centers and downtown ... 
put money together to increase the cam-
paign of Come Home to Shop,” Waggoner 

said. “And so it was a nice compliment to 
see that come up in the survey.”

Highlighting services that need work, 
the city received negative feedback on 
water utilities. Residents currently receive 
services from SouthWest Water Group, 
Manville Water Supply Co. or the city. 
Boil water notices and other issues have 
intermittently interrupted services, and 
Waggoner said the issue has been a con-
sistent council concern. To help solve the 
problem, the city has asked ETC to gauge 
the satisfaction rates for customers of 
each of the water suppliers.

“While our City Council is currently 
focusing on customer service, quality and 
system reliability of water, whether it’s the 
city’s service or not, it would be nice for 
our staff ... to know how they’re doing,” 
Waggoner said.

Other areas of concern included traffic 
congestion near Kelly Lane and Toll 130, 
sidewalk repairs and additional street 
lighting. The council is set to address 
some of the issues with money from the 
city’s reserve fund in 2013.

“The reserve fund projects list ... 
includes some sidewalk repair, includes 
some street lighting, includes some of 
the stuff that were also mentioned by 
our residents, including some roadway 
expansions,” Waggoner said. “So it’s nice 
to have that coming up right now, to show 
that these are some things that residents 
wanted to have.”

City Council and staff will continue 
using the survey to gauge and improve 
programs and services. City Council 
plans to analyze the survey data at its 
retreat in the spring.

92% of respondents rated the city as 
an excellent or satisfactory place to live 88%  

of respondents 
said they were 

satisfied with the  
quality of police 

protection

3 different  
utility companies 

through which 
residents can receive 

water services

Honesty makes the best policy

Survey says...

47% of respondents ranked 
flow of traffic and congestion 
management as the city’s most 
important upcoming project

432  
residents 

completed 
the survey

2,000 
surveys were 
sent to residents
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17%

31%
29%

23%

As a place to w
ork

excellent good neutral Below average

Source: etc institute

pflugerville residents were 
asked to rate a variety of 
city services and quality-
of-life components. 
While a large majority of 
residents viewed the city 
as a quality place to live, 
many felt improvements 
could be made on jobs 
and the local economy. 

of lIfe

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Austin
512-244-3545

San Antonio 
210-349-7600

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com8  News

EDUCATION Compiled by JP Eichmiller and Korri Kezar

New school design 
unveiled to public
PFlUgERvIllE ISD The public was 
offered its first look at Pflugerville ISD’s 
next elementary school at the Jan. 18 
board of trustees meeting. 

Representatives of Austin-based 
architecture firm SHW Group presented 
renderings and floor plans of the dis-
trict’s 20th elementary school, which is 
expected to open in time for the 2014–15 
school year. 

“The budget we established in 2007—as 
part of the 2007 bond package—is right 
at $19 million, and we will be coming 
right in under that,” said Bill Clayton, 
PISD executive director of facilities and 
construction. 

Clayton said the construction of the 
new school, which is scheduled to begin 
in June, will utilize energy-efficient tech-
nology in order to reduce the building’s 
cost of operation. The school will also be 
equipped for solar panels, although the 
district has not yet decided if or when 
they will be purchased, he said. 

“The most efficient school we have 
is Ruth Barron [Elementary School],” 

Clayton said. “This building will be big-
ger, and we anticipate it will use half the 
electricity of Ruth Barron.”

The new school, which has not yet 
been named, will be located at the 
northern edge of the Pflugerville extra-
territorial jurisdiction near the intersec-
tion of Gattis School Road and Priem 
Lane. The two-story school is expected 
to encompass 93,000 square feet and 
will have a capacity of 850 K–5 students, 
Clayton said. 

Students are expected to be drawn 
from within the current Caldwell, 
Highland Park and Murchison elemen-
tary schools’ boundaries when the new 
school opens.  

Construction on Pflugerville ISD’s 20th elementary 
school is scheduled to begin this summer.
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Round Rock ISD Superintendent Jesús Chávez 
announced Jan. 30 he will retire Dec. 31.
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Trustees seek re-election to Hutto ISD board
hUTTO ISD Filing for three places on 
the Hutto ISD board of trustees opened 
Jan. 30. Incumbents Doug Gaul, Billie 
Logiudice and Shelia Knapp will all seek 
re-election in May.

Gaul was first elected to the board in 
2007 and has served as board president 
for the past three years. If re-elected, he 
said he would like to focus on develop-
ing a strategic plan for the ISD’s future in 
finance, facilities and student education.

“I believe we are on a path to take 
Hutto ISD from a good 
school district to a great 
district for every student 
and staff member,” Gaul 
said. “I want to continue 
to be a part of the trans-
formation and growth 
and see Hutto ISD as one 
of the premier districts in 

the state of Texas.”
Logiudice joined the board in 2010.
“My heart is for the kids and the 

people that have the ability to impact 
them every day, not just in academics, 
but also in character and community,” 
Logiudice said.

Knapp, who joined the board in 2000, 
also confirmed she will run again.

“It’s important to me to be involved in 
education in Hutto and to serve my com-
munity,” Knapp said. 

Billie LogiudiceDoug Gaul Shelia Knapp

PISD buildings slated  
to receive solar panels: 
•	connally High School

•	copperfield elementary School

•	delco primary School

•	dessau elementary School

•	dessau Middle School

•	parmer lane elementary School

•	piSd Support Services building

•	River oaks elementary School

•	Ruth Barron elementary School

•	Westview Middle School

•	Wieland elementary School 

Board approves solar panel lease agreement
PFlUgERvIllE  ISD The Pflugerville 
ISD board of trustees authorized the 
district on Jan. 17 to enter into a lease 
agreement for solar panels. 

According to estimates provided by 
district officials, the solar panels could 
net the district more than $2.7 million in 
savings during their 30-year life expec-
tancy through lowered utility bills and a 
solar power buyback program offered by 
Austin Energy at the 11 district buildings 
serviced by the company. 

“There is an awful lot of upsides to 
doing this,” PISD Chief Financial Officer 
Ken Adix said. “If we do the panels, we 
stand to net $2.7 million over 30 years. If 
we do nothing, we stand to pay out  
$6.5 million [in utility payments].”

The deal will entail PISD leasing the 
panels for 10 years at a cost of $630,000 
annually and then purchasing the panels 
outright in the 11th year for $185,020. The 
district expects to net more than $4.4 mil-
lion in buybacks from Austin Energy. 

RRISD Superintendent 
announces retirement
ROUND ROCk  ISD Round Rock ISD 
Superintendent Jesús Chávez announced 
Jan. 30 that he will be retiring effective 
Dec. 31. Chávez held a news conference 
at the Round Rock ISD administra-
tion building, 1311 Round Rock Ave., 
to address the media and community 
members about his retirement.

“After much thought, and even prayer, 
[my wife Martha and I] came to the 
decision that the best decision for myself 
and the family was to retire at this 
time,” Chávez said.

Despite signing a contract last year 
that extends into 2015, Chávez decided 
to cut his tenure short, citing wanting 
to spend time with his family. Chávez 
has served in the public school system 
for approximately 35 years. He also 
noted that there were additional reasons 
behind his decision.

“I had promised them, the family, that 
around 34, 35 years, I would be ready to 
retire,” he said. “One of the other things 
that is in the back of my mind is, life is 
short ... and that’s to say that the deci-
sion to retire is not any one thing, it’s a 
combination of things.”

Board of trustees President Catherine 
Hanna expressed disappointment at 
Chávez’s decision but said Chávez has 
led the district with integrity. 

Chávez was named superintendent of 
the district in February 2006.

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

1401 Medical Parkway 
Bldg. B, Suite 300 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Trust the care of your skin to 
the providers at Lone Star 
Dermatology. Combining 
specialized training with 

advanced treatments to care 
for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to 

the latest advances in acne, 
eczema, psoriasis and skin 

surgery, Lone Star Dermatology 
is here to serve you.

Specialized Skin 
Care for the Family



Round Rock | Pflugerville | Hutto Edition • February 2013 News  9

Tres Barrera, MD
Endocrinology
Scott & White Clinic - 
425 University Boulevard

Bringing the best care  
closer to home

Visit sw.org/providers to get 
to know all of our services 
and providers. 

Call today to discover the 
options available to you.

512-509-0200 Julie Kappler, MD
Family Medicine 
Scott & White Clinic - 
Round Rock West

Make your 
appointment 
with one of our 
area specialists

Scott & White Healthcare is committed to providing the most 
convenient, expert care to the families of Central Texas.

Scott & White accepts most major insurance plans.

Karim Dhanani, MD
Allergy 
Scott & White Clinic - 
425 University Boulevard

Nimish Patel, MD
Otolaryngology 
Scott & White Clinic - 
425 University Boulevard
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3.05.13

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

3.08.13
TEAM POSTER GIVEAWAY

$3 beer night
team autograph session

3.01.13
PLAYER MAGNET GIVEAWAY

$3 beer night

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

3.02.13
TEXAS STARS T-SHIRT GIVEAWAY

Family four pack

COURTESY OF 

2.12.13
TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

COURTESY OF 

2.15.13
PLAYER MAGNET GIVEAWAY

$3 beer night

2.16.13
GYM BAG GIVEAWAY
Family four pack

CALL 512.GO.STARS

NIGHT

NIGHT

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated

“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture 
resale store that is open to the public. Rev-
enue from sales supports the food pantry 
and social service programs. Donations of 
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are 
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation: 
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER
1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664

Celebrating 25 Years of Service
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East Pflugerville road construction 
projects poised to begin in summer
By JP Eichmiller 

A long-awaited road project designed to 
alleviate traffic along one of Pflugerville’s 
most congested roadways is finally set to 
move forward. 

City officials confirmed in January 
that construction will likely begin on the 
Colorado Sand Drive project before the 
end of summer. The creation of Colorado 
Sand Drive should help alleviate traffic 
congestion in Northeast Pflugerville and 
act as a detour route during construction 
planned on Kelly Lane in 2014, Assistant 
City Manager Trey Fletcher said.  

“[Colorado Sand Drive] is critical to 
resolving the congestion along Kelly Lane,” 
Fletcher said. “We want to make sure [local 
residents] have viable alternate routes.”

Construction of Colorado Sand Drive 
will be divided in two parts, Fletcher 
said. The southern section will be paid 
for by property development company 
Newland Communities and will connect 
Pflugerville Parkway to Falcon Pointe 
Boulevard. The city will manage and pay 
for construction of the northern section 
of Colorado Sand, which will connect 
Kelly Lane with the Toll 130 northbound 
frontage road and FM 685. 

TRANSPORTATION

The city created a Tax Increment Rein-
vestment Zone in December 2010 to reim-
burse the construction costs of the road 
through future bonds or tax revenues. A 
TIRZ creates a public/private partnership 
for the creation of bonds based on the 
value of the property in the area.

“The TIRZ revenue will result from the 
increase in property values over time,” 
Fletcher said. 

When the Colorado Sand Drive project 
was conceptualized, the city imagined 
the roadway as a connector between Kelly 
Lane and Pflugerville Parkway. However, 
because of the reluctance of a local land-
owner to sell the right of way for the road-
way, as of now, the two planned portions 
of Colorado Sand Drive will not connect. 

“The owner is not interested in partici-
pating at this time,” Fletcher said.  

The Colorado Sand Drive project is the 
precursor to the larger Kelly Lane road 
construction project planned for 2014.

“[Kelly Lane] is going to turn into a 
four-lane, divided roadway,” Pflugerville 
City Engineer Dan Franz said. “We are 
finalizing the designs right now … we 
expect to have construction bids by the 
end of [2013].”
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City cost: $1.575 million

Developer cost: $3.3 million

Estimated start of construction: 

Summer 2013
Estimated completion: 

End of 2013
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1   Murchison Elementary School
2  Kelly Lane Middle School
3  Robert E. Hendrickson High School

kelly lane 
construction (2014)

Colorado Sand Drive 
construction

FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric 
Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. As a 
courtesy, we will � le primary 
insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art 
facility, gaming arcade, and 
movies while you wait.

• Specializing in special needs 
patients of all ages.

• In o�  ce sedation and hospital 
privileges.

Visit our facebook page for more details! facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

February is Children’s Dental Health Month! Dr. Bain is excited 
to distribute toothbrushes in our surrounding 

elementary schools in honor of this special time of year!

Like us on facebook! 

F b i Child ’ D l H

Lotus Ob.Gyn
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling 
Obstetrical Care

Annual Gynecologic Exams
Treatment of Abnormal Pap Smears
Urinary Incontinence • Menopause

Family Planning • Minimally Invasive Surgery 
Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding
Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy

Da Vinci Robotic assisted Surgery

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   

Lotus Ob.Gyn

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

SAIMA JEHANGIR, 
MD, MPH, FACOG 

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com
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Read more about these stories and other PISD news at pfisd.net

Pflugerville ISD’s three high 
schools will be offering regis-
tration for Advanced Placement 
(AP) testing Feb. 25-March 8. 
Through AP’s college-level 
courses and exams, students can 
get a headstart on their college 
career by earning college credit 
which helps them to 
stand out in the college  
admission process.

Most four-year colleges in the 
United States and colleges in 
more than 60 other countries 
give students credit, advanced 
placement or both on the basis 
of AP exam scores. By entering 
college with AP credits, students 
will have the time to move into 
upper level courses, pursue a 

double-major or study abroad.

AP teachers will begin speak-
ing with their students about 
the upcoming AP tests. Parents 
and students may also contact 
the AP Testing Coordinator on 
their student’s campus for more  
information:

· Connally  
 Linda Mullin, 594-0826

· Pflugerville 
 Jeanne Burns-Sloan, 594-0530

· Hendrickson 
 Sharon Pulattie, 594-1134

Financial assistance will be  
available to students who qualify.  
Speak to your AP teacher or 
counselor for more details. 

High Schools  
register students  
for AP testing

PISD hosts community health fair, conference Feb. 9

PISD NEWS
PLCs provide greater  
teacher collaboration

Health Fair 
The Health Fair will run from 9 a.m. to noon and provide free health 
screenings, information from local health vendors and $5 immuni-
zations. The event will host live performances highlighting school 
groups and community groups, all with the goal of presenting and 
showcasing healthy activities. Representatives 
from the following groups will be in 
attendance to provide services and 
information: Pflugerville Parks 
and Recreation, Pflugerville 
Fire Department, Insurance 
Groups, American Diabetes 
Association, Austin Regional Clinic, 
Chiropractors, Relay for Life, St. David’s 
Healthcare, Dairy Max, Asthma Education, Girl 
Scouts of America, ARAMARK, Planet Smile and more!

For more information, contact Dwayne Weirich, coordinator of  
wellness, physical education, and athletic director at 594-0083.

Community Connections Conference 
The annual Community Connections Conference is geared toward 
empowering youth through a learning community and brings parents, 
teachers, administrators and community members together 
to share ideas and information to meet the needs of students.  

The event will provide two sessions, one from 10 to 11 a.m. and 
the second from 11 a.m. to noon, and offer a variety  

of parent topics.
Topics include: 

• Chill Out! Helping Gifted Students  
 Handle Stress  
• Behavior Strategies: From School  
  to Home  

• The Power of Birth Order: How Can  
 My Kids Be So Different? 

• The Thrills & Spills of Raising Tweens: Tips  
 and Techniques 
• Using iPads to Enhance Student Learning

For more information, contact Vicky Esparza-Gregory at 594-1953.

A main characteristic of a Professional Learning Community (PLC) 
is extensive collaboration among teachers, which allows educators 
to build on their own skills to provide a better education for  
their students.

According to the Annenberg Institute for School Reform, collaboration 
between teachers can be a powerful tool for professional develop-
ment and a driver for school improvement by providing opportunities 
for adults across a school system to learn and think together 
about how to improve their practice in ways that lead to improved  
student achievement.

With the implementation of PLCs across the district, teachers in 
Pflugerville ISD take part in regular collaborative meetings with peers 
within their departments and their campuses. During meetings,  
teachers discuss strategies, resources used and student data. Student 
data is a cornerstone of PLCs and serves as the driving force  
for decisions.

“At Park Crest, our core subject teachers meet three times a week with 
their grade level departments and then meet as a grade level twice a 
week,” Park Crest Middle School Principal Tiffany Commerford said. 
Park Crest Middle School has implemented the PLC learning model the 
past several years and been recognized among educators as a model 
PLC campus. “The biggest need from our teachers is always time – so 
they are very appreciative of time during work hours to collaborate 
with their peers.”

Look for more information on PLCs on the PISD Website.

Pflugerville ISD will host its annual Community Connections Conference and Health Fair on Saturday, Feb. 9 at Connally High School, 13212 
North Lamar in Austin. The two-part event, part health fair and part community conference, has a theme of “Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies,” 
and includes a variety of workshops and offerings for participants.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
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CITy & COUNTy
News from Round Rock, Pflugerville, Hutto, Williamson and Travis counties Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar, Joe Olivieri and Amy Dodd Thompson

Pflugerville library 
gets new look, name

Reserve funding allocated for streets, parksFiling open for May 
Hutto mayor, City 
Council elections

Removal of elections 
administrator fails

Private consulting 
firm examines city’s 
library master plan

Commissioners vote 
to keep gun shows 
at area Expo Center

PFlUgERvIllE  Patrons can now 
view expansions to the Pflugerville Pub-
lic Library from a new entrance at 1008 
W. Pfluger St.

The first phase of the library’s expan-
sion project was completed Jan. 19. The 
newly renovated space includes the 
library’s entire collection of books, a 
great hall, a new children’s area and a 
living area that will house the library’s 
media collection.

“We’re so excited,” Library Director 
Lisa Charbonnet said. “I love to show 
people the color and beauty and natural 
light in the building.”

Renovations to the area that once 
housed the library’s book collection are 
in progress, and when completed this 
spring will include seven meeting rooms, 
a space for teens with a quiet reading 
area, a genealogy section and a technol-
ogy bar for laptops and other devices.

Pflugerville City Council also 
approved changing the library’s name to 

Pflugerville Public Library from Pfluger-
ville Community Library at its meeting 
Jan. 22.

“Now that Pflugerville is 50,000 people, 
we think it’s time to grow up and become 
a public library,” Charbonnet said.

The library can be reached at its new 
phone number, 512-990-6375, and online 
at www.pflugervilletx.gov/library.

PFlUgERvIllE  Pflugerville roads 
will receive $1 million for one-time 
improvement projects after Pflugerville 
City Council allocated general capital 
reserve funds at its Jan. 22 meeting.

In a fiscal year, if revenue brings in 
more money than the city originally 
budgeted, the excess funds are put in 
a general reserve. A surplus of revenue 
from the past two years left $2,570,177 in 

reserves for the council to assign to dif-
ferent projects throughout the city. The 
council dedicated a total of $2,140,000 to 
projects, including road overlay improve-
ments, renovations to the animal shelter, 
and new city banners and signage.

“What this gives us the opportunity 
to do is ... one-time capital improvement 
projects that would benefit the commu-
nity,” City Manager Brandon Wade said.

hUTTO Filing for the May Hutto City 
Council election opened Jan. 22 for the 
positions of mayor and places 3 and 6.

Applications are available at the 
city secretary’s office, 401 W. Front 
St., Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. except for 
holidays. They must be submitted by 5 
p.m. on March 1.

Mayor Debbie Holland said she plans 
to seek re-election in the May election.

“This is a really exciting time to be 
in Hutto and be a part of the growth 
that’s occurring here,” Holland said. 
“I’ve been a real part of some of that 
growth that’s been here, and I want to 
see that through.”

An orientation for council candidates 
is set for 9–11 a.m. on Feb. 9 at City 
Council chambers. For more informa-
tion on filing, contact City Secretary 
Christine Martinez at 512-759-4033 or 
christine.martinez@huttotx.gov.

WIllIAmSON 
COUNTy A motion 
by the Williamson 
County Election 
Commission to seek 
the resignation of 
Elections Adminis-
trator Rick Barron 
failed on a 2-3 vote 
during the Jan. 23 Commissioners 
Court meeting.

“It was a fair hearing that needed to 
happen,” Barron said after the meeting. 
“It was probably healthy to hear some 
things out.”

Bill Fairbrother, the Williamson 
County Republican Party chairman, 
originally brought the request forward.

During the meeting, Fairbrother 
said his party brought the resolution 
forward for multiple reasons, includ-
ing an Election Day incident in which 
Barron removed an election judge from 
a polling place.

The Pflugerville Public Library at 1008 W. Pfluger 
St. unveiled its recent renovations Jan. 19.

c
o

ur
te

sy
 p

flu
g

er
vi

lle
 p

ub
lic

 l
ib

ra
ry

Tweetings

hutto city council
401 W. front St., Hutto
512-759-4033, www.huttotx.gov
first and third thursday, 7 p.m.

Pflugerville city council
100 e. Main St., pflugerville
512-990-6101, www.cityofpflugerville.com 
Second and fourth tuesday, 7 p.m.

for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_rph

for these stories and other 
online-exclusive content, visit 
www.impactnews.com

ROUND ROCk  The private library 
consulting firm Godfrey’s Associates 
provided a preliminary recommendation 
on the future of the city’s library system 
at City Council’s Jan. 25 meeting.

In order to meet the demand 
expected from Round Rock’s projected 
population growth during the next two 
decades, the firm recommended the city 
invest in a 113,000-square-foot library 
with an estimated cost of $39 million. 

TRAvIS COUNTy Gun shows will 
continue at the Travis County Exposi-
tion Center through January 2014.

During its Jan. 15 meeting, the Travis 
County Commissioners Court unani-
mously voted to honor its contract to 
host nine scheduled gun shows.

County staff will communicate with 
vendor Saxet Gun Shows and relay resi-
dent concerns that have been expressed.

Commissioner Sarah Eckhardt said 
she supported the motion because it is 
all that the law allows the court to do.

“I ask that you all ... beg our state to 
... reduce the probability that violent 
felons and the mentally ill have access to 
firearms at gun shows,” she said.

Rick Barron

TweetingsMeetings

round rock city council
216 e. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401, www.roundrocktexas.gov 
Second and fourth thursday, 7 p.m.

Travis county commissioners court
314 W. 11th St., Austin 
512-854-9555, www.traviscounty.org 
Meetings are tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Williamson county 
commissioners court
710 S. Main St., georgetown 
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org 
Meetings are tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
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pfluger St.

All projects receiving reserve funds:
Asphalt overlay/miscellaneous street repair: 
$1,000,000

thoroughfare plan and transportation 
model: $200,000

construct trail segments: $150,000

park improvements and trail analyses: 
$140,000

new parking at lake pflugerville: $120,000

new trees: $100,000

Animal shelter renovations: $100,000

Beach areas at lake pflugerville: $70,000

Banners: $50,000

Remodeling at recreation center: $50,000

unified development code update: $50,000

lake pflugerville master plan: $40,000

new electrical system at lake pflugerville: 
$30,000

trailblazer signage: $25,000

Americans with disabilities Act–compliant 
parking spaces at 100 e. Main St. offices: 
$15,000

Total: $2,140,000
Remaining reserve fund: $430,177
Source: city of pflugerville

the proposed  
library would 

cost an 
estimated 

$39m

By the numbers
Round Rock library recommendations

A study 
recommends the 

city build a 

113,000- 
square-foot library

existing library 
encompasses

the city’s population  
is expected to reach

41,000

174,000

square 
feet

by the year 2033
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 ONLINE: goamplify.com/150NOW

 PHONE: 512-874-7105

 BRANCH: 115 Sundance Pkwy Ste 500 
  Round Rock, 78681

1. Amplify Free Checking has no monthly Service Fee with estatements. 2. Offer not available to existing Amplify checking account members. To receive the $150 bonus offer: 1) Open a 
new Amplify Free Checking account, which is subject to approval, 2) Deposit $25 or more into the membership share account within 30 days of account 
opening, AND 3) direct deposit is authorized before 4/13/13. The opening deposit(s) cannot be money held by Amplify Credit Union. Bonus will be 
deposited upon satisfaction of the above conditions. Limit of one checking account-related bonus per calendar year, per household. If your checking 
account is closed within 90 days from opening, the bonus proceeds will be deducted at closing. $25 share membership required to open an account. Offer 
expires April 13, 2013. Speak with an Amplify representative for details. 3. No ATM fees when you have direct deposit totaling $500 or more every 30 days.

SIGN UP! 

 FREE ATMs nationwide3

 FREE Mobile App  
with Mobile Check Deposit

 NO mONtHLy FEEs  
when you sign up for e-statements

 FREE Online Banking  
with customizable e-alerts

2013Q1_150_CIhalf.indd   1 1/31/13   1:45 PM

FIGHT CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) 

www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com

• 33,000  patients have been treated since 2006.

• 41  board-certified physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology, 
gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

• 43  cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.

• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.

• 5 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.

• #1 leader in community-based hereditary cancer risk assessment in the nation.

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY   

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

You don’t have to leave  
Austin for comprehensive cancer care.
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Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

Tina Philip, DO
Family Medicine

Travis Bias, DO
Family Medicine

• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations 
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health
• Board Certified    

512.252.1505 www.parkwayprimarycare.com

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112  •  Pfl ugerville
18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • Pfl ugerville The Collector

The Collector
Gold & Silver, Jewelry, 
Flatware, and Coins

Coin Collections      Old Currency

is ...

AT ThE CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Lawmakers grapple with illegal immigration
Banning taxpayer-funded day labor 

sites and stripping undocumented college 
students of their access to in-state tuition 
are among proposals in the Texas Legisla-
ture that seek to limit the effects of illegal 
immigration.

But even as they are filing, Republican 
lawmakers, who have a majority in the 
House and Senate, said they are mindful 
that attempting to supersede federal law 
could bring about lawsuits and alienate 
Hispanic voters—while having no real 
impact in the Lone Star State. 

State’s authority
So far, the bills that have been filed are 

largely limited to steps the state can take, 
instead of bills that send strong anti–ille-
gal immigration messages but cannot be 
enforced by the state, such as stripping 
birthright citizenship for children born in 
the U.S. to undocumented parents, a bill 
that failed last session.

“It’s a different conversation for Republi-
cans to have, and it’s a new conversation to 
have,” said Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-District 
52, who said he supports border security 
and wants Texas to lead the charge on 
designing a national guest worker program. 

A bill banning so-called sanctuary cities 
that was a priority for Republican leaders 
last session had not been filed as of the first 
week of session. The bill filing deadline is 
in March.

The bill would have stripped funding 
from cities that appear to flout immigra-
tion laws—such as forbidding local police 
from asking for proof of citizenship. But 
its author now says she has other priorities 
with regard to immigration.

“Border security and public security as 
a whole is my No. 1 priority,” said Rep. 
Debbie Riddle, R-District 150, adding that 
a ban on sanctuary cities is hard to enforce 
because those cities don’t typically put such 
policies in writing. “The bottom line is, 
making sure that the safety and security of 
the people of Texas is well-established must 

be our No. 1 priority. If we don’t do that, 
well, there isn’t much of a No. 2 priority.”

Gonzales agreed, saying he would rather 
address issues such as gangs, drug cartels 
and human trafficking than bills that could 
make the population less educated and 
more dependent on the system.

Another bill that could be filed is a 
requirement that all businesses use the 
federally recognized E-Verify system 
to make sure their employees are in the 
nation legally. The bill was filed last session 
by Rep. Paul Workman, R-District 47, but 
died in committee.

Democrats’ bills
On the Democrat side, a bill has been 

filed by a Dallas representative to allow ille-
gal immigrants to obtain driver’s licenses. 

Rep. Mark Strama, D-District 50, said 
illegal immigration is a problem that 
should be addressed. But he said Texas 
should avoid creating laws so harsh that 
business is stymied or parents are afraid to 
send their children to school.

“However you feel about illegal immigra-
tion, there is no sensible benefit to having 
the children of illegal immigrants go uned-
ucated while remaining in this country,” he 
said. “No one wins from that outcome.”

Democrats point to the presidential elec-
tions, in which only 29 percent of Hispan-
ics voted for Republican candidate Mitt 
Romney, as proof that the GOP approach 
in the past has only served to alienate them 
from the Republican Party.

Illegal immigrant population
Estimates put the illegal immigrant pop-

ulation in Texas at about 1.6 million, more 
than every state except California. Almost 
all of them are part of the workforce, 
according to the Pew Hispanic Center, a 
Washington, D.C.–based think tank.

About 9 percent of the Texas workforce 
in 2010 was composed of illegal immi-
grants, according to the most recent figures 
by the Pew Center. And undocumented 

workers contribute $17.7 billion to the 
state’s economy each year, according to the 
most recent estimates by the Texas Comp-
troller’s Office.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
the number of illegal immigrants in Texas, 
which comprises nearly two-thirds of the 
nation’s border with Mexico, has tripled 
since 1990 estimates.

Nationwide, Pew Center estimates on 
the population range from 11 million– 
20 million, and proposals to reduce that 
number have ranged from creating a guest 
worker plan with a path to citizenship to 
mass deportation.

The latter is not an idea that sits well in 
Texas, where Republican leadership and 

the business community tend to be more 
middle-of-the-road when it comes to 
immigration policy, both nationally and 
on the state level.

Speaking to conservatives at a recent 
convention of the Texas Public Policy 
Foundation, Texas Agricultural Commis-
sioner Todd Staples said Texas is poised 
to lead the way in supporting policies that 
maintain the labor force while bringing 
illegal immigrants out of the shadows.

“Do we really believe people are coming 
here illegally today seeking citizenship?  
Or are people coming here looking for a 
job?” Staples said. “Do we really want to 
grow a government big enough to round 
up 11 million people?”

“Williamson County does not differentiate between documented and 
undocumented residents. Our greatest challenge has been and will continue to 

be keeping up with the growth of our county and Central Texas. An increase 
in population causes an increase in court cases, transportation demands and 

indigent health care, regardless of resident status.”

Williamson County Judge Dan Gattis

“The greatest illegal immigration challenge for Travis County is our effort to comply 
with Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s request that counties detain for 
up to 48 hours persons suspected of having ‘immigration status issues.’ … In 
my view, we should adopt two different standards: First, afford these persons 
the same presumption of innocence until proven guilty that other arrestees are 
granted; and  second, detain only persons who are charged with or have been 
convicted of felony or serious misdemeanor offenses.”

Travis County Judge Samuel Biscoe

Sources: pew Hispanic center, texas comptroller’s office, u.S. census Bureau

ESTIMATED 
PERCENTAGE OF THE 
TEXAS WORKFORCE 
IN 2010 THAT WAS 
COMPOSED OF 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

ESTIMATED

ESTIMATED

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
POPULATION IN TEXAS

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT POPULATION  
                        NATIONWIDE

Proposals to reduce the number of illegal immigrants have 
ranged from creating a guest worker plan with a path to 
citizenship to an outright mass deportation. 

The total U.S.  
population as of  
July 2012 was 313,914,040

i L L E g a L  i M M i g R a N T

pOpulATION

11 million–
                     20 million

1.6 million

Estimates put the 
illegal immigrant 
population in Texas 
at around 1.6 million, 
more than any other 
state except California.

9%
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09 Fourth Annual Sweetheart 
Banquet 

the event features dinner, live entertainment 
and door prizes. tickets are available at the 
Round Rock public library, 216 e. Main St. 
6–10 p.m. $25 for singles, $35 for couples. 
Allen R. Baca center, 301 W. Bagdad Ave., 
Round Rock. 512-218-7010

10 Once Upon a Wedding Expo
Williamson county brides-to-

be can connect with approximately 40 
vendors, including photographers, florists 
and more. the event also includes a 
wedding gown fashion show, door prizes 
and discounts. 1–5 p.m. $7 (brides-to-
be), $10 (general public). united Heritage 
center, 3400 e. palm valley Blvd.,  
Round Rock. 512-576-3990.  
www.onceuponaweddingexpo.com

11 through 14 
Valentine’s Day storytimes at the 

library
children age 2 and older are invited to 
enjoy treats and cards. each participant is 
asked to bring a finger food to share and 24 
valentines or treats to distribute in goodie 
bags. preregistration is required. feb. 11 at 7 
p.m. and feb. 12, 13 and 14 at 10 a.m. free. 
Round Rock public library, 216 e. Main St., 
Round Rock. 512-990-6375.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/library

12 Mardi Gras celebration
Wear your costume and mask, and 

beads, cake and refreshments are provided. 
12:30–2:30 p.m. free for members, $1 
for walk-ins. Allen R. Baca center, 301 W. 
Bagdad Ave., Round Rock. 512-218-5499. 
www.roundrocktexas.gov/home/index.
asp?page=213

12 National anthem auditions
Auditions are being held for national 

anthem performers for the Round Rock 
express’ 2013 season. the general public is 
invited to try out, and choirs and groups are 
strongly encouraged to audition. A capella 
style with little creative interpretation is 
preferred. 6–9 p.m. free. united Heritage 
center, 3400 e. palm valley Blvd.,  
Round Rock. 512-255-2255.  
www.roundrockexpress.com

12 College planning workshop  
learn how to fill out financial aid 

forms, research costs of different schools, 
the dos and don’ts of paying for college, and 
more. 7–8:30 p.m. free. Round Rock public 
library, 216 e. Main St., Round Rock.  
512-250-8682.  
www.collegefundingspecialiststx.com

16 historic bus tour
the tour visits historic sites in Round 

Rock and georgetown and starts at the Black 

Dance concert benefiting 
Make-A-Wish Foundation
Round Rock dance troupe the 

dance gallery presents “once upon a time,” 
a collection of dances inspired by fairy tale 
fantasies. proceeds from the show benefit 
the Make-A-Wish foundation of central and 
South texas. 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. $17 (general), 
$14 (seniors, students ages 13–22 and active 
military with id), $12 (children age 12 and 
younger). the palace theater, 810 S. Austin 
Ave., georgetown. 512-869-7469.  
www.georgetownpalace.com/nowplaying.php
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08 through March 2  
 ‘It Could Be Any One of Us’

An unlikely mix of characters are trapped by 
a thunderstorm in a country house and find 
themselves entangled in a murder mystery. 
Sun. 2 p.m., thu.–Sat. 8 p.m. $18 (opening 
night), $18 (general admission), $15 (students 
and seniors), $13 (thu. nights). Sam Bass 
community theater, 600 lee St., Round 
Rock. 512-244-0440.  
www.sambasstheatre.org

08 Pflugerville lions Club 
Community Chili Supper

proceeds benefit lions club charity projects, 
including pflugerville iSd scholarships, texas 
lions camp and glasses for students and 
children. 5–8 p.m. $8. pflugerville lions club, 
500 n. Railroad St., pflugerville. 512-251-3682

08 Escape to India
try the Masala Bhangra Workout, 

an indian dance fitness program featuring 
Bhangra and Bollywood dance moves in an 
easy-to-follow format. 6:30–8:30 p.m. $45 
(vip ticket, includes Masala Bhangra dvd), 
$30 (in advance), $35 (at the door). Salinas 
event center, 1900 e. Howard lane, Ste. B6, 
pflugerville. 512-743-0012.  
www.beatonthefloor.com 

09 Mock surgery
find out what really happens 

behind the closed doors of an operating 
room with mock setups of surgical 
procedures, hands-on demonstrations and 
talks from Seton staff. 9 a.m. free. clinical 
education at Brackenridge, 1400 n. i-35, 
pflugerville. 512-324-9999, ext. 80117.  
www.seton.net/locations/clinical_education_
center_at_brackenridge/mock_surgery

09 PISD health Fair and 
Conference

Health screenings, information from local 
health vendors and $5 immunizations are 
available at the health fair. A two-session 
conference for parents is also being held and 
addresses topics such as birth order, raising 
teens and handling academic stress. the 
health fair is 9 a.m.–noon, conferences run  
10 a.m.–noon. Admission is free. connally 
High School, 13212 n. lamar Blvd., Austin.  
512-594-0083. www.pflugervilleisd.net

09 Romance Readers Social
Meet published romance authors, 

swap paperbacks, play games and win 
prizes. Refreshments are provided. 2–3 p.m. 
free. pflugerville public library, 1008 W. 
pfluger St., pflugerville 512-990-6375.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov/library

09 ‘TOADally love you’ Daddy 
Daughter Dance

fathers and daughters can dance to music 
from multiple generations and enjoy dance 
contests, refreshments, activities and 
professional photography. 5:30–7:30 p.m. 
(girls ages infant to 7), 8–10:30 p.m. (girls 
age 8 and older). $7 before feb. 1, $10 after 
feb. 1. clay Madsen Recreation center, 1600 
gattis School Road, Round Rock.  
512-218-3220, ext. 0.  
www.roundrockrecreation.com

CAlENDAR
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featured EvENT

History Month art gallery at the Round Rock 
public library. Breakfast and a light lunch 
are served. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. $12. Round Rock 
public library, 216 e. Main St., Round Rock. 
512-567-2148

Worth the TRIP

16 through 17  
Gemboree

the 43rd annual event includes exhibits 
of gemstones, beads, jewelry, fossils, 
minerals and artifacts. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
both days. $3 (adults), $2 (ages 6–15), 
free (children age 5 and younger). 
georgetown community center, 445 e. 
Morrow St., georgetown.  
512-930-2768. www.wcgms.org 

17 Feed your Spirit
intuitives, therapists, healers, 

nutritionists and other experts are on hand to 
offer free lectures and products for purchase. 
door prizes are offered to the first 50 
attendees. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. free. Williamson 
conference center, 1209 n. i-35, Round 
Rock. 303-917-6093.  
www.sanctuaryoftheawakenedsoul.com 

20 Children’s reading solutions 
this workshop for parents and 

teachers with children who struggle with 
reading covers topics including vision 
problems that affect reading, learning 
disabilities and how to test for problems. 
6–7 p.m. free. Aspire vision care, 7700 cat 
Hollow drive, Ste. 105, Round Rock.  
512-501-2100. www.aspirevisioncare.com

21 Prom fashion show
prom may be a few months away, but 

it’s not too early to make preparations. Watch 
students model this year’s prom fashions from 
local businesses, enter a prize raffle and talk 
to vendors. 7 p.m. $5 (students with id), $7 
(adults). Hendrickson High School,  
2905 fM 685, pflugerville. 512-592-1100.  
www.hhsseniorcelebration.org

21 Pflugerville Chamber of 
Commerce annual banquet and 

awards ceremony
the event includes a silent auction and 
cash bar, and attire is dressy professional. 
Reservations must be made by 2 p.m. on 
feb. 14. 6–10 p.m. $50 per person or $400 
for a table of eight. united Heritage center, 
3400 e. palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
512-251-7799. www.pfchamber.com

22 Imagine 2013
Browse an art exhibit, view 

performances by theatrical and musical 
groups, or participate in a silent auction. 
A vip event is held prior to the exhibit, 
with musical exhibits, refreshments and an 
opportunity to bid on silent auction items 
early. 5:30–6:30 p.m. (vip party), 7–9 p.m. 
(event). two tickets to the vip party are $250, 
admission to the event is free, but donations 
are encouraged. texas State university–
Round Rock Higher education center, 1555 
university Blvd., Round Rock. 512-671-2705.  
www.roundrockarts.org/events/imagine

22 through 24  
Bailes de Mi Tierra 

Competencia Folklorica
dancing groups from throughout texas and 
surrounding states compete and perform 
traditional dances from different parts of 
Mexico. fri. 4–11 p.m., Sat. 7 a.m.– 
10 p.m., Sun. 7 a.m.–9 p.m. $2 for the entire 
weekend. Round Rock High School, 300 n. 
lake creek drive, Round Rock.  
512-775-5423. www.bdmt.us

23 hTE Dance Team Competition
Support the lady panthers dance 

team in championship competition.  
8 a.m.–10 p.m. $10, free (age 6 and younger). 
pflugerville High School, 1301 W. pecan St., 
pflugerville. 512-801-8889.  
www.htedance.com

23 Black history Month 
celebration 

Students, parents and community members 
are invited to the celebration, at which winners 
of the Black History Month Writing contest 
are announced. 2–4 p.m. free. Round Rock 
iSd performing Arts center, 5720 Mcneil 
Road, Round Rock. 512-218-7010

23 A Night at the Races
the chaparral Women’s club 

holds its annual fundraiser for scholarships 
to benefit residents of Round Rock and 
Williamson county. enjoy fine dining, live 
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Sponsored by

find more or submit Round Rock, 
pflugerville and Hutto events at  
www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.

to have Round Rock, pflugerville and 
Hutto events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted by 
the second friday of the month prior 
to the month they take place.

online calendar

music, dancing, live and silent auctions, and 
casino games. tickets can be purchased 
online or by check to chaparral members 
or by mail to p.o. Box 1224, Round Rock, 
texas, 78680. 6 p.m.–midnight. $90.50 
(single ticket online), $87.50 (single ticket by 
check), $181 (couples tickets online), $175 
(couples tickets by check). united Heritage 
center, 3400 e. palm valley Blvd., Round 
Rock. 512-658-4584. www.rrchaps.org

23 through 24 
‘Night Music and a Fantastic 

Flute’
the Round Rock Symphony orchestra 
performs selections including Mozart’s 
“eine kleine nachtmusik – Allegro,” and 
prokofiev’s “peter and the Wolf” with 
Adrienne inglis on flute. 2:30 p.m. (both 
days). $25 (adults), $10 (students with id), 
free (children age 5 and younger). Saturday 
at c.d. fulkes Auditorium, 400 W. Anderson 
Ave., Round Rock, and Sunday at first 
united Methodist chruch, 410 e. university 
Ave., georgetown. 512-264-5368.  
www.roundrocksymphony.org

25 Pet vaccination clinic
pets can receive yearly vaccinations 

from dr. John tarlton. 5–7 p.m. $20 (full 
series), $5 (rabies), $15 (dHlp/pc), $10 
(kennel cough), $15 (pRcc/feluk). nadine 
Johnson elementary School, Hutto.  
480 carl Stern Blvd. 512-759-5400

28 Will workshop
Attend an easy-to-understand 

presentation on current laws and learn how to 
avoid probate, attorney fees and estate taxes. 
11–11:45 a.m. free. Allen R. Baca center, 301 
Bagdad Ave., Round Rock. 512-218-5499

March 

01 Music in the Park
enjoy an adults-only concert 

featuring the modern rock music of Roger 
len Smith. 8–10 p.m. free. Sendero Springs 
pavilion, 4203 pasada lane, Round Rock. 
512-255-7871, ext. 226. www.bcmud.org

02 Project Grad 5K and 1K Fun 
Run

Help project grad and Round Rock iSd’s 
graduating class of 2013 with a benefit run. 
After the race, stay for family-friendly fun and 
events. 8 a.m. $20 (before feb. 25), $25 (feb. 
25–27), $30 (on race day). the dell diamond, 
3400 e. palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
512-724-3774. www.active.com/running/
round-rock-tx/9th-annual-round-rock-isd-
project-graduation-5k-2013

02 hero Rush Central Texas
Run through 3–5 miles of 

challenging terrain and unique, hero-themed 
obstacles. Afterward, try the inferno Midway 
for food and beer, and visit spectator 
activities and more. fees include full access 
to the event, custom runner’s bib, timing chip, 
on-site results, a t-shirt, a medal and $5 for 
food, drinks or merchandise. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 
$45 (through feb. 14), $89 (through feb. 28), 
spectators are free. old Settlers park, 3300 e. 
palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
www.herorush.com/events/texas-central

02 Annual Community Casino 
Party

Benefit local community improvements and 
scholarships with a Mardi gras–themed 
barbecue dinner followed by a casino 
night. casino games include slot machines, 
blackjack, craps and roulette. 6–10 p.m. $35. 
pfluger Hall, 203 e. pecan St., pflugerville. 
512-585-5442. www.pflugervillerotary.org

03 Kristi K 5K/Kids K Benefit 
Walk

the event includes a 5k and untimed 
children’s fun run. the races benefit the 
Appenzeller family, who lost mother and 
wife kristi in August to cancer. Awards 
are given to the top male and female 
runners in each event and age category. 
fees include a t-shirt. 8 a.m. (children’s 
race), 9 a.m. (5k). preregistration fees are 
$25 (5k) and $10 (children’s run), race 
day fees are $30 (5k) and $15 (children’s 
run). lake pflugerville pavillion, 18216 
Weiss lane, pflugerville. 512-775-3569. 
www.signmeup.com/site/online-event-
registration/88742

05 Taste of Round Rock
Sample the various food 

options Round Rock has to offer, from 
cajun specialties to Swedish meatballs. 
proceeds benefit the Round Rock 
chamber of commerce. 6–8 p.m., vip 
event 5:30–6 p.m. $20 (in advance), $25 
(at the door) $35 (for vip event). united 
Heritage center, 3400 e. palm valley 
Blvd., Round Rock. 512-255-5805.  
www.tasteofroundrock.com

Inspiring children  
to achieve  
since

Because You Know the Value of Education
An independent pr ivate school offer ing preschool through eighth g rade

© 2013, Challenger Schools

Challenger School offers uniquely 
rigorous and fun academics for 
preschool to eighth grade students. 

Our students learn to think for 
themselves and to value independence.

The results are unmatched at any price!

Come see for yourself.
Visit ChallengerSchool.com for open 
house locations and times.

Open Enrollment has begun. 
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ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG 
512-671-2705

ROUNDROCKTEXAS.GOV 
512-218-5447

AN EVENING OF ART & MUSIC 
FRIDAY » FEBRUARY 22, 2013 » 7–9:30PM
• DONATIONS ACCEPTED AT THE DOOR • 

ARTS
FRIDAY, FEB. 8–MARCH 2

SAM BASS COMMUNITY THEATRE
IT COULD BE ANY ONE OF US

MEMORIAL PARK
600 N. LEE ST. ,  ROUND ROCK

TUESDAY, FEB. 12 » 6:30PM
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
FACULTY SPEAKER SERIES

POPULAR MUSIC:  A SOUNDTRACK 
FOR AMERICAN LIFE

AVERY 252, ROUND ROCK 

SATURDAY, FEB. 23 » 2:30PM
ROUND ROCK SYMPHONY

C.D. FULKES AUDITORIUM
400 W. ANDERSON AVE., ROUND ROCK

THURSDAY, MARCH 7 » 2:30PM
1ST THURSDAY ART EXHIBIT

ARTSPACE
213 E. MAIN ST., ROUND ROCK

FRIDAY, MARCH 8 » 7:30PM
WILLIAMSON COUNTY SYMPHONY 

ORCHESTRA
FIRST UNITED METHODST OF ROUND ROCK

1004 N. MAYS ST., ROUND ROCK

PARKS
SATURDAY, FEB. 9 » 5:30 & 8PM
10TH ANNUAL DADDY DAUGHTER DANCE

’TOADALLY LOVE YOU’
CLAY MADSEN RECREATION CENTER

1600 GATTIS SCHOOL RD.,  ROUND ROCK 
REGISTER NOW AT ROUNDROCKRECREATION.COM

ARTS, PARKS, 
PLAZA & LIBRARY

ROUND ROCK

YOU ARE INVITED TO…

imagine
2013

TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY ROUND ROCK CAMPUS 
1555 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD » ROUND ROCK, TEXAS

MICHEAL G. HAMMONS, AGAVE MOVEMENT

LIBRARY
THURSDAY, FEB. 7 

OPENING RECEPTION 3–6PM
SCENES OF EVERYDAY LIFE: 
BLACK HISTORY IN TEXAS

ROUND ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY GALLERY
216 EAST MAIN ST.,  ROUND ROCK 

THURSDAY, FEB. 28 » 7PM 
COMMUNITY CINEMA SCREENING: 
THE POWERBROKER: WHITNEY 

YOUNG’S FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
ROUND ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY ROOM B

216 EAST MAIN ST.,  ROUND ROCK 

PLAZA
MONDAY MUSIC ON MAIN STREET

MONDAY, MARCH 4 » 6PM 
THE DERAILERS, 

AMERICAN COUNTRY MUSIC

MONDAY, MARCH 11 » 6PM 
THE SIEKERS, BLUEGRASS

MONDAY, MARCH 18 » 6PM 
RADIOSTAR, POP HITS: ‘80s–CURRENT

MONDAY, MARCH 25 » 6PM 
CHRIST CASTANEDA PROJECT,  

‘70s–CURRENT

221 EAST MAIN ST.,  ROUND ROCK 
PRETE PLAZA 

SATURDAY, MARCH 16 » 9PM  
YOGA ON THE PLAZA 

221 EAST MAIN ST.,  ROUND ROCK 
PRETE PLAZA 
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T ouch technology and digital 
signage company TouchSystems 
specializes in touch-screen moni-

tors and bringing innovations to consum-
ers’ fingertips. 

The company has been in Hutto for 
more than three years, and is owned by 
Carol Nordin, Tom Williams, Kathy Sta-
bill, and Elena and Michael Woolstrum. 
It first opened in Austin in 1996, when 
developers started seeing the potential of 
touch technology.

“[TouchSystems developers] were right 
on the edge of the touch industry, so they 
saw what was coming with people moving 
toward interactive screens,” said Touch-
Systems Marketing and Communications 
Manager Erin Feldman. “Now everyone is 
seeing the possibilities.”

Today, TouchSystems works with local 
businesses and large corporations in 
areas such as retail and medical fields to 

develop touch technology solutions.
“A lot of times it’s a request from a cus-

tomer saying, ‘We want to be able to do 
this. How do we do that?’” Feldman said. 
“So then we set our team on it and figure 
out something.”

The company also looks at current and 
upcoming trends shaping the technology 
industry to create in-demand products.

“We’ve got a really good team in the 
back that’s looking at what people are 
doing now, what’s coming up, considering 
the technology and seeing how it fits with 
what we’re doing now and how we could 
explore it,” Feldman said.

The resulting products include a line of 
touch-screen desktop monitors that can 
be used without a mouse or keyboard. 
TouchSystems also offers complete per-
sonal computer systems in one package, 
with products such as its Industrial Chas-
sis Design (ICD) panel, IndustraTouch 
and Open Touch PCs. 

Monitor sizes range from the laptop-
sized 15 inches to 65 inches, and all-in-one 
PCs range from 12–20 inches. Feldman 
said as touch-screen technology expands, 
so does demand for larger screens.

“We’re seeing people move away from 
the 15-inch [screen]; people want bigger 
screens,” Feldman said. “We’re going to 
keep the desktop monitors and things 
like that, but we’re going to large format. 
Anything 32 inches and up is one of the 
big trends.”

Various lines of monitors and PCs are 
available, from the V series for entry-
level touch-screen technology to the 
professional-grade Sharp series and the 
executive-level X series.

For consumers who are not looking 
to buy new monitors or systems, touch-
screen overlays are also available. Rang-
ing from 30–65 inches and made from 
acrylic or chemically strengthened glass, 
the overlays can transform any plasma or 
LCD screen into a touchable workspace. 

TouchSystems products function on a 
variety of touch technology programs. 
Monitors in the InnovaTouch series allow 
users to scroll and use more than one 
finger at a time with projected capacitive 
technology, the same touch technology 
used in Apple iPhones.

Upcoming projects for the company 
also include developing video walls, 
which usually utilize four or more touch 
screens to create a larger display. The mul-
tiple screens allow one large projection, or 

TouchSystems
Hutto business develops innovations  
for business touch-screen technology

BUSINESS

TouchSystems

220 tradesmen drive, Hutto
512-846-2424
www.touchsystems.com

Erin Feldman, TouchSystems marketing and communications manager, uses a large touch panel to 
browse the Internet. 
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By Korri Kezar

more than one projection at a time side-
by-side, and a crisper image.

Touch tables are also in the works for 
collaborative efforts, such as in architec-
tural firms or grade school classrooms. 

To Feldman and TouchSystems, the 
company’s work is focused on increasing 
the possibilities as technology becomes a 
larger part of everyday life, from touch-
able tablets to interactive screens in retail.

“We’re used to being able to use a screen 
to do everything [now],” Feldman said. “I 
guess we’re just bridging the gap right now. 
It’s transitioning to different things.”

TouchSystems products
Optical overlays
Made from acrylic or chemically strengthened 
glass, can be used with large-format lcd or 
plasma screens to create touch screens

InnovaTouch
desktop monitors, touch monitors and displays 
ranging from 15–32 inches, utilizes projective 
capacitive technology similar to Apple iphone 
touch screens

All-in-One Touch PCs
includes the industrial chassis design (icd) 
panel pc for uses such as kiosks and self-ser-
vice stations, the industratouch for sales and 
restaurants, and open touch pcs for kiosks, 
marketing and public space use

Desktop monitors
includes the eco-friendly M series, wide-screen 

W series, economical te series, economical 
wide-screen Wte series and professional-grade 
p series

ICD series
Made with resistive touch technology and 
meant for industrial use, such as kiosks, termi-
nals and point-of-sale terminals

Large-format screens
includes the executive-level X series, profes-
sional-grade Sharp series, entry-level v series 
and large open frames

Open-frame screens
frames offer a stronger design for industrial 
and public use and flexible mounting options; 
includes the smaller open-screen k series and 
economy open-frame te series

“Everyone is seeing  
the possibilities.”

—erin feldman,  
touchSystems marketing and   

communications manager
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www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

 I-35

Oakwood 
Blvd.Round 

Rock 
Hospital 620

 Morning Care

 Afternoon Care

 Enrichment Classes

 Bilingual Spanish Program

 Summer Camp

 Parent Workshops

500 Pleasant Valley Dr.  |  Georgetown, TX 78626  |  512.863.7920

To inquire about enrollment opportunities, 
please contact Jodi Johnson at jjohnson@community-montessori.org.

Educating the whole child since 1981

PRESENT THIS AND RECEIVE 
$50 OFF THE ENROLLMENT FEE.
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 - Kocurek Scholar and University of Texas
Nutritional Sciences major Jigar Satasia, with 
his mentor Philip Johnston, Director of Pharmacy 
at St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

“My mentor is a gateway to opportunities for me”

Be a part of the largest scholarship program in Central Texas. 

Healthcare Scholarships 
for Central Texas Students

St. David’s Neal Kocurek 
Scholars like Jigar are 
matched with mentors in 
their chosen fields who 
show them the ropes.

Scholarship recipients 
receive $7,500 per year for 
undergraduate, graduate
and medical school studies
to help with tuition, books 
and more.

More info, including online application:
www.stdavidsfoundation.org

Deadline to apply is February 22

This year, 50 new recipients will receive up to $60,000 over eight years to further their education.
They join the more than 200 recipients who have been awarded scholarships to pursue

medical careers at 30 different Texas colleges.

Scholarships
awarded by:
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Thai Spoon

From left: Co-owners Kathy Khankaew, Nika Jirananda, Jack Jirananda all help in the cooking, service 
and management of Thai Spoon. Jack and Nika’s son Eric Jirananda is pictured at bottom.
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Thai Spoon
Round Rock restaurant builds loyal customer 
base with authentic Thai cuisine

W hen Jack Jirananda took over 
ownership of Thai Spoon in 
2010 he set forth two goals: 

maintain the restaurant’s loyal customer 
base, and integrate more authentic Thai 
dishes and ingredients into the menu. 

To date, Jirananda believes his shift 
toward authentic recipies appears to be 
working as the restaurant continues to 
enjoy a strong local following.

“The advantage was we didn’t have to 
start new relationships with new custom-
ers,” Jirananda said. “We have done a 
good job of keeping the original recipes 
and adding new things.” 

All of the dishes at Thai Spoon are 
made to order and adjusted to the cus-
tomer’s taste preferences. Jirananda said 
the restaurant also offers a selection of 
gluten-free and vegetarian dishes. 

Another aspect of Thai Spoon 
Jirananda has worked to promote is a 
family-friendly atmosphere, which he 
said is at the root of the authentic Thai 
dining experience. 

“The way we eat in Thailand is called 
‘family style,’ with three main dishes,” 
Jirananda said. “We have a soup, a curry 
and a stir-fry vegetable, and we all share.”

Jirananda co-owns, manages and 
prepares the food at Thai Spoon with his 
wife, cousin and sister-in-law. Jirananda 
studied hotel management in Thailand 
prior to moving to Austin in 2002, where 

he learned the restaurant trade while 
working at Satay Restaurant in Austin. 
By 2010, Jirananda said he was ready to 
own and operate his own establishment. 

By chance, Jirananda was introduced 
to the original owners of Thai Spoon, 
who founded the restaurant in 2007. 

“I came [to Round Rock] and found 
this restaurant by chance,” Jirananda 
said. “I liked the atmosphere—it made 
me feel like home.”

Since taking over, Jirananda and his 
family have placed an emphasis on cus-
tomer satisfaction by being flexible with 
seasoning and diet requests, he said.

“We have tried to adapt and adjust the 
taste and flavors to make it more authen-
tic,” Jirananda said. “Our first goal is to 
maintain our customers and then add 
more authentic meals.”

Customer Laura Rost said she has been 
a patron of Thai Spoon since the restau-
rant first opened and enjoys the food now 
more than ever. 

“I love everything I eat here,” Rost said. 
A chiropractor by trade, Rost said she 

refers customers to Thai Spoon because 
of the restaurant’s willingness to adapt 
menu items to individual customers’ 
tastes and needs. 

“[The staff] take the time to guide [cus-
tomers] on the menu,” Rost said. “They 
make you feel like you are family here—
like you are stepping into a Thai family.”

DININg

3720 gattis School Road, Ste. 400, 
Round Rock
512-733-2233
www.thaispoonrestaurant.com
Mon.–thu. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. and 5–9 p.m., fri.  
11 a.m.–2 p.m. and 5–10 p.m., Sat. 11:30 a.m.– 
3 p.m. and 5–10 p.m., Sun. 5–9 p.m.

Dining Thai style
thai Spoon co-owner Jack Jirananda 
said traditional dining in thailand features 
a communal eating experience in which 
dishes are shared. Some of the featured 
authentic thai drinks, appetizers, soups and 
entrees offered at thai Spoon include:

yum nua ($10.95)
A salad combined with sliced beef, chili, 
cucumber, tomatoes and shallots topped 
with cilantro and scallion

Thai tea ($2.50)
the tea features a combination of black tea, 
cream and sugars layered in a tall glass

Traditional dessert combination 
($5.25)
Sweet sticky rice with ice cream (coconut, 
mango or thai tea) with battered and fried 
bananas, all topped with honey and sesame 
seeds 

satay ($6.50)
A traditional appetizer of chicken skewers 
marinated in mild curry and coconut milk, 
served with peanut sauce and cucumber 
salad 

Tom yum ($3.95 chicken/$4.50 shrimp)
An authentic thai soup and one of thai 
Spoon’s most popular items; the spicy sour 
soup comes with mushroom, onion, cilantro 
and scallions plus the choice of chicken or 
shrimp

Pad cashew nut ($10.95)
A traditional dinner plate of stir-fried 
chicken, beef, pork or tofu with fresh onion, 
celery, bell pepper, carrot, water chestnut 
and cashew in a chili jam sauce

By JP Eichmiller

R
ed

 B
ud

 ln.

           gattis School Rd.

H-E-B

jbfsale.comshop. sell. save. smart!™

Details and consignor registration available online or 
email jbfnaustin@jbfsale.com

Be a part of the Nation’s leading children’s 
and maternity consignment sales event!™

P� ugerville Lion’s Club • 500 N. Railroad 
P� ugerville, 78660

N. Austin Event • February 21–23

Thursday (2/21), Pre-sale ***MUST have pass
Friday (2/22), 10am–6pm ($2 Admission)
Saturday (2/23), 7am–1pm (Free Admission)
Saturday is the HALF-PRICE SALE!
This event bene� ts, in part, local charities.

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS AD!
Admission is $2 for � rst day only. Other days are 
free. Cash, Visa, MasterCard & Discover accepted.

All trademarks owned by Am. D.Q. Corp. or O.J. of Am. © 2013. ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. 
Coun., © 2013. © 2013 Great Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com22  FeaTuRes

Put the power of a 
conversation to work 
on your finances

Receive a discount of up to $20 on TurboTax® products when you meet with a banker*

The start of the year is the perfect time 
to sit down with a Wells Fargo banker to 
take a look at your finances and figure 
out where improvements can be made. 
One quick and easy discussion about 
your priorities and goals can help you take 
control of your finances and create the year 
you’d like to have. Call 1‑800‑WFB‑OPEN 
(800‑932‑6736) or stop by to start a 
conversation today.

*The TurboTax discounts are as follows: $10 off TurboTax Online Deluxe (Online Federal and desktop download); $15 off TurboTax Premier (Online Federal and desktop download); $20 off TurboTax Home 
& Business (Online Federal and desktop download); and $20 off Business (desktop download only). At the end of your meeting or call with the Banker, you will receive a card with a link to the offer 
website to take advantage of this discount. You are responsible for any fees or charges in excess of the discount value. Promotion ends 04/15/13 and discount must be redeemed by 10/15/13. Limit one 
discount per person. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, service and support options for TurboTax products subject to change without notice. You are responsible for determining whether 
any information, product or service is appropriate or suitable for you based on your objectives and personal and financial situation. You should consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your 
specific situation and requirements. All rights reserved. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other 
countries. Other parties’ trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (782802_07195)
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• Payment Plan 
Available

• In-Offi ce Teeth 
Whitening Available

2000 Sam Bass Rd., Suite 108, 
Round Rock, TX 78681

Tel 512-341-3200  www.schillerdental.com

Gentle
Dentistry

 Caring and

TAKE 
ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR 
WHITENING 
SPECIAL

Call today (512) 341-3200

Complete 
Adult ExamIn Offi ce - Brilliant 

Results Immediately 

$299
or 

Take Home Kit

$89

Includes all x-rays, 
consultation and personal 

discussion with doctor.
(Not valid with dental insurance)

Available to new patients only. X-rays as 
needed. With coupon. Expires 3/31/13.

Not valid with other offers.

$75.00Teeth 
Whitening 
Special!

With Coupon. Expires 3/31/13

Child 
Check-Up

Exam, x-rays, cleaning 
and fl uoride

ages 12 and under only
(Not valid with dental insurance)
With coupon. Expires 3/31/13.

Not valid with other offers.

$79.00
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Charles Dupre
Pflugerville ISD superintendent talks about district’s past year, future 
challenges and goals

By JP Eichmiller 

2012 was an eventful year for Pflugerville ISD and Superinten-
dent Charles Dupre. Faced with an expanding student enroll-
ment and decreases in state funding, the district raised its tax 
rate in August by 6 cents in a move designed to erase debt in 
anticipation of new bonds the district is expecting to request by 
2014. 

The district also undertook a rezoning of its middle school 
boundaries in preparation for the opening of Cele Middle 
School in August and began an aggressive search for land in East 
Pflugerville for the district’s fourth high school. 

Dupre also became the face of one of the state’s most public 
social debates when news leaked about a proposed change to the 
district’s employee insurance plan that would allow coverage for 
domestic partners. 

The past year was also one of recognition and accolades for 
Dupre as he was named Region XIII Superintendent of the Year 
and was nominated as one of the five finalists for Texas Superin-
tendent of the Year by the Texas Association of School Boards. 
The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce also recognized 
Dupre as Superintendent of the Year for 2012. 

PEOPlE

One challenge that emerged for 
PISD in 2012 was the district’s 
search for the location of a fourth 
high school. Could you describe 
how that process is going?

2012 really started with a high school 
visioning committee. The job of the com-
mittee was twofold: look at our current 
high school programs and to extend that 
into a look at the fact that we are predict-
ing significant growth at the high school 
level over the next five to seven years. 

We have several options: We can keep 
our three high schools and expand them 
through construction. We could rezone all 
three high schools and balance the atten-
dance. [The committee] looked at building 
a special high school that is an early-col-
lege high school for college and career-
readiness programs. They also considered 
the idea of building a fourth high school. 

Ultimately the collective decision of 
everyone involved was they preferred a 
fourth high school. We had the foresight 
in [the 2007 bond package] to include dol-
lars that planned the design of the fourth 
high school. Now all we need is the bond 
money to build it and a site. 

We wanted to take it to the voters when 
the time came with true and accurate 
numbers. A high school can cost  
$80 million–$90 million. Today we have a 
design, and we know it needs to go in the 
northeast section of the district. … We 
expect we will need a bond in 2014 simply 
because our [enrollments] are too large. 

In December you testified at the 
ongoing school finance lawsuit 
trial against the state. Could you 
describe your role in the case 
and how you perceive the stakes 
involved with the decision?

There has been a school finance lawsuit 
about every 10 years for the remembered 
past. Pflugerville has never participated 
in those lawsuits. However, we elected to 
participate in this lawsuit because we are 
funded at almost the lowest level of all 
school districts in Central Texas. What 
is worse is there is not a rational formula 

for how school districts are funded today. 
There is a target revenue that was estab-
lished in 2006 that still stands today. 
Since that time, those gaps have existed, 
and there is no remedy to ever remove 
those gaps. That is inequitable, and that 
is what prompted [PISD] to become 
involved in the lawsuit.  

I am president of the Texas Taxpayer 
Student Fairness Coalition, which 
includes the largest number of school 
districts in the lawsuit. My role has been 
to lead that organization.

The question being asked is this: Is 
Texas school funding today constitutional 
or unconstitutional. ... My best-case 
scenario is that our elected officials make 
education a priority to the extent they 
would fund it in a way that is equitable. 

We can get by [without additional 
funding] … we will balance our budget 
every year. But the students and this com-
munity will pay the price for that. The 
students will pay because their education 
will not be what it needs to be for success 
in today’s world. The community will 
pay because people will not want to move 
into this community, and businesses will 
not want to be located in the community 
because our education system will be 
viewed as substandard.

you received a great deal of local 
and national media attention 
regarding the decision to support 
the domestic partners insurance 
benefits package for district 
employees. Were you surprised at 
the public reaction, and what did 
you learn from the experience?

Offering insurance to domestic part-
ners came as a result of seven years of 
dialogue in this district about equity, 
discrimination and social justice. Organi-
zationally we are committed to … doing 
what is right for everyone in this organi-
zation. Ultimately ... the benefit commit-
tee proposed doing this, they decided 
it was the right thing to do, and they 
brought it forth.

I underestimated the level of concern 

the community might have about it. 
Really it is about a health benefits issue 
for employees only. It is not about cur-
riculum, it has nothing to do with a social 
agenda, nothing to do with trying to drive 
change on any level. It has to do with 
valuing the people in this organization. 

In hindsight, I would have more clearly 
spotlighted it for the board’s attention so 
they could have engaged it in more appro-
priate ways. 

It has been more than one month 
since the shootings at a Connecticut 
elementary school occurred. 
Now that there has been some 
time to reflect on the tragedy, can 
you describe what, if any, type of 
reaction there might be locally?

I think we have outstanding safety pro-
tocols in place today, primarily because 
every time something has happened, we 
have reviewed it and strengthened our 
practices and procedures. What I think 
will change this time, is we are discussing 
doing remodeling of some buildings. The 
biggest issue we continue to face is that 
many of our buildings were built in such a 
way that people can enter without anyone 
knowing they are in the building—that is 
a universal issue in schools. 

We have great protocols, we keep all of 
the exterior doors locked, but people can 
still get in. So we are meeting and discuss-
ing ways to do remodeling in some of our 
schools to eliminate that risk. 

you have been superintendent 
of PISD since 2006. What 

accomplishments are you the most 
proud of in that period?

We have truly made Pflugerville a [lead-
ing] district in Texas. We have aligned 
our systems, our instructional programs, 
we have strengthened our performance 
for students. We are a place where people 
want to work and live and have their chil-
dren educated by PISD schools. 

You can see a constant flow of partner-
ships with businesses and the city. That 
happens because when people come to 
the table, we meet with them quickly, 
we respond to questions quickly, and we 
make things happen quickly. We do our 
best not to act like a bureaucratic organi-
zation where things get bottlenecked and 
slowed down. 

What I am most proud of is the culture 
and the climate for excellence and our 
ongoing focus for students and making 
them be the best they can be. 

moving forward, what do you 
foresee as the greatest challenges 
facing PISD?

Our greatest challenge is going to be 
continued growth. Even during our eco-
nomic slowdown, we continued to grow. 
We have poised ourselves now where 
we can only grow to continue to serve 
students. 

I mentioned the [2014] bond. As always 
we are going to engage the community 
with a citizens bond committee. The com-
munity needs to start preparing to hear 
that information and process it and work 
with us [in] addressing the future growth 
of the district. 
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•	pflugerville iSd superintendent since 2006

•	former associate superintendent and chief 
financial officer of fort Bend iSd

•	Worked in oil and gas industry in Houston 
prior to entering the education field

•	Received bachelor’s degree in accounting 
from Harding university in Searcy, Ark.

•	earned master’s degree in educational ad-
ministration from the university of Houston

•	currently pursuing doctorate in educational 
leadership at lamar university

•	is a certified public accountant

•	Resides in pflugerville with his wife, Seeju

•	Has two sons who both graduated from 
piSd schools

•	Was born in casablanca, Morocco, and 
grew up near Springfield, Mo.

Charles in charge: Meet superintendent Dupre



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com24  FeaTuRes

Interior Design Package
donated by Heather Kay Interiors

To purchase tickets call 512-255-5805 or visit

www.TasteOfRoundRock.com

Round Rock Express
Fireworks – Plus Package

donated by Round Rock Express

1 Round Trip Ticket on
Southwest Airlines

(subject to availability)
donated by Round Rock Travel & Cruises

F.U.E.L. Fitness
Workout Package
donated by F.U.E.L. Fitness

Round of Golf for 4
at Teravista Golf Club
donated by Teravista Golf Cub

Xbox 360 Kinect
Family Bundle

donated by MVBA

Dell 10 in.
Latitude Tablet
donated by Dell Inc.

CHAMBER RAFFLE
Ra�e drawing to be held March 5, 2013. Winner need not be present to win.

Interior Design Package
donated by Heather Kay Interiors

CHAMBER RAFFLE
Ra�e drawing to be held March 5, 2013. Winner need not be present to win.

To purchase tickets call 512-255-5805 or visit

www.TasteOfRoundRock.com

Round of Golf for 4
at Teravista Golf Club
donated by Teravista Golf Cub

Xbox 360 Kinect
Family Bundle

donated by MVBA

Round Rock Express
Fireworks – Plus Package

donated by Round Rock Express

1 Round Trip Ticket on
Southwest Airlines

(subject to availability)
donated by Round Rock Travel & Cruises

Dell 10 in.
Latitude Tablet
donated by Dell Inc.

F.U.E.L. Fitness
Workout Package
donated by F.U.E.L. Fitness

www.TasteOfRoundRock.com

MARCH 5, 2013 at the Dell Diamond
     5:30 pm - 6:00 pm VIP Event: $35
     6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Gates Open: $25 

Purchase general admission tickets by March 1: $20

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

All your favorite restaurants will be there. You should be too!
Louisiana Longhorn Cafe | Jack Allen's Kitchen | Outback Steakhouse | Krave Wine Bar & Bistro

LongHorn Steakhouse | Z'Tejas Southwestern Grill | Taco Market
620 Cafe and Bakery | American Water | Campo Azul Bar & Grill | Chuy's Round Rock
Cotton Patch Cafe | CJ's Catering | Freebirds World Burrito | Fuddruckers Restaurant

HomeField Grill | Inchin's Bamboo Garden | Jason's Deli | MaggieMoo's Ice Cream & Treatery
MasFajita's Restaurant | Mimi's Cafe | Pepsi | Pizza Hut | Romano's Macaroni Grill

Round Rock Honey Co. | Sam's Club | Smokey Mo's BBQ | What the Chuck Mix
And Many More!

First Texas Bank • Scott & White Healthcare Round Rock • 1031 Exchange Corporation • Seton Medical Center Williamson
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GENaustin, or the Girls Empower-
ment Network, is working in Pflugerville 
and Round Rock middle schools to help 
female students better their self-images.

Originally known as the Ophelia Proj-
ect, GENaustin was created by mothers 
dealing with the struggles of trying to 
raise middle school girls with healthy self-
esteems. In 2000, a middle school student 
approached the network about starting a 
mentorship program in which high school 
students could connect to middle school 
girls on a peer-to-peer basis. 

“We were delivering expert talks and 
workshops throughout Central Texas, but 
there wasn’t any long-term programming; 
it was just these one-time events that 
were happening in schools,” GENaustin’s 
Executive Director Julia Cuba said. “So 
when this middle school girl brought up 
this idea of having role models who were 
high schoolers ... it seemed like a great 
idea to the staff.”

The organization formed clubGEN, an 
after-school program that reaches out to 
female students in fourth through eighth 
grades at local middle schools. The club 
is currently offered in Pflugerville ISD’s 
Dessau and Westview middle schools 
and Round Rock ISD’s CD Fulkes Middle 
School. Sherry Sadighi is the coordina-
tor for the Fulkes program, which meets 
every Wednesday and started its spring 
semester Jan. 23 with 15 members.

“[ClubGEN] came to us and offered 
help for the teenagers to help them pro-
mote their self-confidence and self-image, 
and we thought that was very beneficial 
for our school,” Sadighi said. “They have 
different projects, and the girls love to go. 
They look forward [to] every Wednesday.”

This year, the club will reach approxi-
mately 700 students throughout Central 
Texas, Cuba said. New members can 
learn about the program through school 
announcements, posters throughout a 
school, parent information packets and 
lunchtime recruiting. Teachers and school 
counselors can also nominate students 
if they believe the student would benefit 
from the program.

As members of clubGEN, girls partici-
pate in curriculum that promotes open 
conversation and physical activity. Topics 
covered include communication, bully-
ing, goal setting, career exploration, par-
ent communication, dating relationships 
and friendships. Each weekly session 
includes discussion and an activity, such 
as a talk on body image, followed by a 

clubGEN
Peer group helps 
middle school girls 
with self-esteem

NONPROFIT

ClubGEN at CD Fulkes Middle School, from left: Top—Tatyana Thompson, Naija Washington, Nicole Vidal, 
Bree Guillen, Jasmine Watkins, Yadira Hammond, Jania Moton and Campus Coordinator Ally Miller; middle 
row—Melody Segovia; bottom—Monique Thompson, Jordyn Mullins, Jada Lunford and Jasmine Ferguson
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By Korri Kezar

hula hooping exercise.
“We know that girls are more inter-

ested in doing things that are active,” 
Cuba said. “Sometimes there are groups 
that really want to talk, so we will have 
curriculum that allows for some dynamic 
conversation but also gets the girls up and 
moving.”

Meetings are facilitated by leaders who 
are hired and trained by GENaustin. High 
school students also participate in the ses-
sions once or twice a month in role model 
positions, Cuba said.

Through the program, Cuba and Sadighi 
said they have seen participants grow 
psychologically, emotionally and socially. 
Sadighi said the program promotes 
problem-solving skills and helps members 
better empathize with each other.

“Sometimes there are cliques between 
girls in middle schools. They can be kind 
of rude and insensitive with each other,” 
Sadighi said. “[ClubGEN has] been teach-
ing [girls] how to get along, how to solve 
problems and how to feel good about 
themselves.”

The differences the programs make can 
also be seen physically in the way mem-
bers act and interact, Cuba said.

“There are girls who start off in the club 
who are very quiet, and over time, those 
girls begin to speak up about the things 
that they’re experiencing,” Cuba said.  
“Or we might see girls who are sitting 
sort of crouched, with their shoulders 
over their chest and their head down, 
and they’re very quiet and just don’t have 
a very strong presence. Over time you 
see that the way they carry their bod-
ies becomes stronger, and they begin to 
become more physically active.”

Volunteers are an important part of the 
club and are needed to help with meet-
ings, sharing the curriculum with stu-
dents and responsibilities such as making 
sure each girl gets home safely after meet-
ings. Interested mentors and facilitators 
can go through training to see if helping 
with clubGen is right for them.

how to join

Step 1: find a clubgen program at your 
school by visiting www.genaustin.org/ 
what-we-do/clubgen.

Step 2: Have a parent download and fill out 
a permission form on the website. forms 
can be given to a clubgen staff member, 
faxed to 512-916-9885 or mailed to p.o. Box 
3122, Austin, texas, 78704.

Step 3: call the clubgen office at  
512-808-4044, email at  
clubgen@genaustin.org or ask a clubgen 
staff member at your school when meetings  
are held.

Step 4: Attend meetings and participate in 
the group’s activities.

Program locations
CD Fulkes Middle School
400 W. Anderson Ave., Round Rock
512-808-4044

Dessau Middle School
12900 dessau Road, Austin
512-594-2600

Westview Middle School
1805 Scofield lane, pflugerville
512-594-2200

Donate
clubgen is funded by grants and public 
donations. When you give to clubgen, 
see if your employer will match your gift. 
for a list of area companies that match 
employees’ charitable donations, visit  
www.genaustin.org/donate.

GENaustin headquarters

3000 S. i-35, Ste. 410, Austin
512-808-4004
www.genaustin.org
twitter: @genaustin
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Gaddy’s Feed,  
Hardware and Garden
403	FM	685	•	512-251-4428

www.gaddys.com
Mon.–fri. 8 a.m.–6:30 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–

5:30 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–4 p.m.

Green 'n Growing
601	W.	Pecan	St.	•	512-251-3262

www.greenngrowing.com
Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.,  

Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

Round Rock Gardens
901	Sam	Bass	Road	•	512-255-3353

www.roundrockgardens.com
Mon.–fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.,  

Sat. 8 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Snooper’s Nursery
3602	Kiphen	Road	•	512-310-2614

www.snoopersnursery.com
Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.,  

Sun. 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

City of Pflugerville  
Community Garden
15500 Sun light near Way, pflugerville
512-990-6355
www.pflugervilletx.gov/gardens

community tools and water are provided. 
Students age 18 and younger and seniors 
age 55 and older pay half price.

T          exas’ terrain, low rainfall totals and harsh 
summers can make gardening difficult, but 
the right planting and watering techniques can 

help plants start to grow. When planting, Round Rock 
gardens manager J.R. thomas recommends digging 
a hole roughly 6–8 inches larger than the pot the plant 
came in, keeping the top of the plant’s root ball flush 

with the ground. Mixing about 70 percent of the plant’s 
original soil with 30 percent of a good garden soil and 
adding root stimulator will also help plants kick-start 
the growth process. After planting, new plants need 
more watering than ones that have already been 
established. A good rule of thumb is to use more water 
for larger plants and flowering plants, thomas said.  

Compiled by Korri Kezar

Peterson Community Garden
501 east St., Hutto
512-759-4000
www.huttotx.gov/keephuttobeautiful

tools such as rakes and shovels are 
available, but gardeners are encouraged 
to bring their own. Water, hoses and 
mulch are provided. the garden rents 
plots in two six-month seasons, spring 
and fall.

20 ft. by 20 ft.
Half year for $25, 
full year for $50

10 ft. by 10 ft.
Half year for $12.50, 
full year for $25

10 ft. by 2 ft.
Half year for $12.50, 
full year for $25

unity Park Community Garden
2746 gattis School Road, Round Rock
315-264-1403
www.nhpnetwork.org/unity-park-cg.html

community tools and water are provided. 
the garden includes 43 plots of different 
sizes. A one-time membership fee of $25 
must be paid in addition to plot costs.

20 ft. by 4 ft.
$24/year

12 ft. by 4 ft.
$14/year

24 ft. by 4 ft.
$20/season

16 ft. by 4 ft.
$15/season

8 ft. by 4 ft.
$10/season

Local 
Gardeners

Community gardens
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How to build a

Garden

Butterfly

include both young and older trees in 
your garden. Make sure to leave some 
low-lying branches and dead and 
hollow stumps to attract insects.

Allow thick brush to grow under some 
trees. this is where butterflies take 
shelter on cold or rainy days and where 
larvae go to mature.

do not use insecticides, herbicides or 
fungicides. eliminate fire ants, as they 
feed on larvae, but use boiling water or 
growth hormone to do so.

When planting, 
place low-lying 
plants at a 
lawn’s edge 
and tall plants 
around fences. 
Add a variety of 
flowers, shrubs 
and herbs.

create a butterfly feeding ground on a 
patch of damp sand by placing a small 
amount of manure, fermenting fruit or 
ripe fish.

Source: university of texas at Austin natural Science center
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Th
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est flowers to grow locally
local nurseries 

and supply stores
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LAWN & LANDSCAPING SERVICES
Complete Lawn Maintenance

Lawn Fertilization • Lawn Insect & Weed Control • Seasonal Clean-Up
Landscape Installation • Mulching • Seasonal Bedding Plant Rotation

Tree and Shrub Trimming • Residential and Commercial

GET A 
JUMP ON 
SPRING!

Veteran Owned & Operated

CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION.

Texas Landscaping Professionals

www.20xlandscapes.net
20xlandscapes@gmail.com

512-818-9974

Weekly and Biweekly Service Available

ROCK WORK AT ITS BEST!

www.cantuimports.com

(512) 990-2607  •  3219 IH-35 Round Rock, TX 78664

Full Landscaping Services
Irrigation, Installation & Repair

We provide high quality workmanship with 
attention to details with honesty. Our goal is to 
make each customer satis� ed. 

Let us transform your yard into a paradise.

ROCK WORK ATROCCKKK WWOORKK AAAT

• Patio
• Fireplace
• Retaining walls

• Walkways
• Flower beds
• Xeriscape

Landscape Design & Installation of our large 
selection of cold hardy palms and native trees.
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Golden columbine

Turk's cap

White snakeroot

Wild blue phlox (sweet William)

Yaupon holly

Fall aster

Gaura

Montbretia

Oxalis

Spring star flower

Source: lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower 
center, texas A&M 
Agrilife extension

Balsam

dianthus

Geranium

Sweet alyssum

Wax begonia

Caladium

Cyclamen

impatiens

Star clusters

Torenia

African daisy

Cosmos

Pansies

Sweet pea

Zinnia

Blackfoot daisy

Coreopsis

Hummingbird bush

Prairie verbena

Yarrow

Color of 
flower

Foliage

Berries

Summer

Fall

Winter

Spring

FeaTuRes  27

Partial Fullshade shade
Full sun

Annuals
live only one 

growing season

Perennials 

live two or more 

years

Th
e b

est flowers to grow locally

www.sullivansirrigation.com
512.989.3555

Your Sprinkler System and Landscaping Specialist

• Sprinkler System Installations
• Landscape Design & Installation
• Sod Removal & Installation
• Retaining Walls/Patios/Raised Gardens/Fire Pits
• Repairs on Existing Systems LI8719

6–12 
inches

12–24 
inches

More than 
24 inches
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901 Sam Bass Rd., Round Rock, Texas 78681 • 512.255.3353 • www.roundrockgardens.com

$10 OFF 
Any $60 or more Purchase
One per customer per visit. Must present at time 
of purchase. Cannot be combined with other 
discounts/merchandise only. Expires 3/17/13.
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REGIONAl
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Home sales trending upward in local markets
CEDAR PARk/ lEANDER Home 
sales in Leander and Cedar Park are on 
the rise, and real estate insiders forecast 
2013 will be a stable year for property 
sales, interest rates and home values.

Monthly home sales in the Austin area 
improved each month in 2012 compared 
with 2011, according to the Texas A&M 
University Real Estate Center. In Novem-
ber 2012, Austin-area home inventory 
sunk to its lowest level since January 2007, 
according to the center.

Homebuyers are in a competitive and 
expanding market, said Christy Gessler, a 
local real estate agent and 2012 president 
of the Williamson County Board of Real-
tors. The regional trends are mirrored in 
Cedar Park and Leander, she said.

“We have really low inventory right 
now. There are many neighborhoods 
where there are maybe only a handful 
of resale homes available,” Gessler said. 
“Luckily, we have a lot of new construc-
tion going on, and I think that’s prob-
ably the most exciting thing happening 
in 2013, is that builders understand that 
there is a demand.”
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TOP STORIES

Much of the area’s new home construc-
tion is centered in Leander because only a 
few pockets of land remain for new neigh-
borhoods in Cedar Park, said Greg May-
berry, a representative for Pulte Homes. 
The homebuilder has two neighborhoods 
in the area, including Pearson Place on the 
east side of the Avery Ranch Boulevard in 
north Austin and Cold Springs near the 
intersection of Ronald Reagan Boulevard 
and Crystal Falls Parkway in Leander. 

“There are some little pockets in Cedar 
Park where you can buy some land, but 
for the most part, all of it’s been built for 
the last 10 years,” Mayberry said. “No 
one was really willing to go north before 
because there was land and houses farther 
south. But now with Leander ISD being a 
strong district and FM 1431 building up 
with shops and restaurants, it’s only natu-
ral that things are moving north of 1431.” 

The completion of Toll 183A in 2011 
and the connection of Ronald Reagan 
Boulevard to Hwy. 29 in 2008 has eased 
access to the once-remote city of Leander. 
The city supports emerging neighbor-
hoods through the use of development 

agreements, including subdivisions such 
as Reagan’s Overlook, Villages at Messina 
and a deal that helped ensure more than 
3,000 homes in Crystal Falls West. 

“We’ve been doing what we can to help 
them extend infrastructure, and that’s 
part of the Crystal Falls West develop-
ment agreement. A huge impediment to 
them was a lack of utilities, so we helped 
them set up the financial means to pay for 
that through a municipal utility district,” 
Leander City Manager Kent Cagle said. 
“If we had the financial means, we would 
extend water everywhere we could. We 

just don’t have the ability to do that right 
now, so we do it in conjunction with the 
developers.” 

Most agreements don’t financially 
incentivize developers so much as support 
their efforts, Cagle said. But regardless, 
many homebuilders understand Leander’s 
appeal for homebuyers and have planned 
accordingly. 

“We’re working on acquiring land, and 
we are deciding on where we need to go 
forward next,” Rylan Homes Sales Con-
sultant Kreg Conner said.
Full story by Emily Boenig

Crews install the roof of a new home in Crystal Falls, one neighborhood in Leander expected to grow by 
more than 3,000 homes in the next decade. 

Writing Contest
Open to all Pflugerville Independent School District middle school students.
Using a writing prompt, students may submit a 500-750 word essay explaining the
importance of water in their life, their community, the state or in the world.

Prizes

One winner from each middle school will receive a $100 Visa gift card.
One grand prize winner will receive a $500 Visa gift card.
The winning essay will be published in the Pflugerville Pflag.

.

.

.

The writing prompt and scoring rubric follow the STAAR guidelines for expository essays.
Essays must be submitted to swwcwritingcontest@live.com by Friday, February 22, 2013 at 5 p.m.
Winners will be announced the week of March 18, 2013.

For more information please visit www.swwcwritingcontest.com
or see your English/Language Arts teacher. 
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Street Fair and Atomic Garage 
Custom Car Show

11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Main Street & Round Rock Ave.
Barbette Centennial Dash

100 yard dash in costume
4 p.m. Brown Street

Centennial Concert
Carolyn Wonderland and Dale Watson

 6 p.m. Centennial Plaza 
Brown St. & McNeil Road

City of Round Rock 
turns

100

Contact:
Kristin Brown, Special Event Coordinator

City of Round Rock
kbrown@roundrocktexas.gov • 512-218-5447

Come celebrate!

Join our Street Fair 
on Main Street

Sign up as a vendor online at 
roundrocktexas.gov/centennial

click Vendor Registration and create a user name.
Once you’ve received email confi rmation of your username 

(this may take up to 48 hours) you can purchase space.

www.sambassbaseball .org

REGISTER TODAY!!!
Tryouts February 16th 

Season begins March 18th 
Ages 4–14 years old

Drs. Robert & Kristen Hendricks & family

I-35

W. Pecan St.

Grand Ave Pkwy

Wind
erm

ere

WWW.BRIGHTSMILESTEXAS.COM

A brighter smile is 
just a call away!!

1912 W. Pecan St. 
Suite A-103 

Pfl ugerville, TX. 78660

Check us out on Rateadentist.com

Call Today:
512-989-3200

Family Dentistry 
FOR ALL AGESFU

N
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DINING

Now Open
lEANDER Doghouse Drinkery & 
Dog Park, 3800 cR 175, officially 
opened dec. 12. the dual-purpose 
establishment is the brainchild of 
owner Melissa Barton, who wanted to 
create a meeting place for dog lovers 
to congregate with their pets. patrons 
must be 21 or older. Mon.–fri. 3– 

10 p.m., Sat. noon–10 p.m.,  
Sun. noon–8 p.m. 512-630-5699.  
www.doghousedrinkerydogpark.com

CEDAR PARk the Silverado 
Shopping center is now home to Halal 
Indian Market, 12920 W. parmer lane, 
Ste. 106. the 1,920-square-foot market 
opened nov. 27 and features a wide 
variety of ready-to-eat meals, fresh 

and frozen foods, various multicultural 
breads, spices, flours and other items 
as well as a full Halal meat counter.  
512-260-7677

gEORgETOWN owner patricia 
genton opened Pamper Me Pretty 
on nov. 8 at 407 W. university Ave., 
Ste. 210. the business offers facials, 
massages, peels, waxing, airbrush 

tanning and more. An open house 
Jan. 19 from 3–7 p.m. featured a 
trunk show, a gift certificate giveaway 
and discount appointment bookings. 
Appointments are available Wed.–fri.  
9 a.m.–9 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.  
208-440-7136

REGIONAl
Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Plug & Play

Kadai Indian Kitchen Gumbo’s North

The Co-op 78626
NORTh AUSTIN  As far as she 
knows, Amy Braden’s coworking 
space, Plug & Play, is one of a hand-
ful in the U.S. that includes child 
care services for working parents.

The idea came to her while she was 
attempting to work from home and her 
son woke up from a nap early as she 
was on an international conference call. 
Braden discovered there was no local 
coworking space that also had flex-
ible child care for infants. Coworking 
spaces are facilities where members pay 
a monthly fee to access work spaces, con-
ference rooms and smaller meeting area.

Braden opened Plug & Play in June in 
the Anderson Arbor Shopping Center.

“We expect it to take off,” she said. 
“With working from home, the novelty 
wears off. You can be isolated.”

Braden has already made a few changes 
to Plug & Play based on client feedback. 
She did not anticipate having so many 
babies in child care, so she reorganized 
the child care area to handle more 
infants younger than 10 months old. 
She said she also implemented the FLEX 

Preschool program, which engages chil-
dren in learning and crafts rather than 
having them just play and be entertained.

“We have embraced that we are an 
hourly preschool and not hourly child 
care,” Braden said. 
Full story by Amy Denney

gEORgETOWN Gumbo’s North, 
which opened in October, features a bar 
and lounge area on the second floor with 
a private party room and patio seating.

The casual, fine-dining restaurant 
offers a similar menu to Gumbo’s of 
Round Rock, which closed in 2012.

New additions to the menu include 
several gluten-free and vegetarian 
options, an expanded lunch menu, and a 
lighter fare section with smaller portions 
for diners age 60 and older. 

“Business has been phenomenal,” 
owner Shuler Page said. “We have an 
ideal location because this was the focal 
point on the Square.”

Page said he hopes the restaurant will 
bring more people to the Square.
Full story by Beth Wade

CEDAR PARk Approaching nearly 
a half a year in business, Kadai 
Indian Kitchen is repositioning 
itself in 2013 to better handle Cedar 
Park’s expanding lunch crowd.

Co-owner Rajesh Bhupal has been 
working with chef Vikas Mukhiya to 
create a condensed lunch menu that will 
decrease food turnaround times, allow-
ing customers to get back to work on 
time, he said.

“Everybody likes our food so far, so 
we’re working on improving our service 
by getting food out faster,” Bhupal said. 

Aside from improving wait times, 
Bhupal said in 2013 he also plans to 
introduce new recipes such as masala 
dosa and medu vada. 
Full story by Joe Lanane

gEORgETOWN 
Hairstylists, designers, 
photographers, artists 
and other creative minds 
have space to envision, 
create and market their 
work at The Co-op 78626.

Brady Clark opened The 
Co-op, which accom-
modates his graphic and 
apparel design business, 
with his business partner, 
Faith Clark, who also 
operates a two-chair salon 
in the building. 

Other businesses in the building 
include Todd White Photography, Spark 
Interior Style by Misty Adair, market-
ing firm Cowboy Syndicate, Internet 
and social media service Social Butler, 
mobile repair shop iLabs, military 
nonprofit the Boot Campaign, and used 
boot seller Gypsy Hart Cowgirl. 

“The whole Co-op is for like-minded 
and creative people to [have] office 
[space],” Brady said. 
Full story by Korri Kezar
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12920 W. parmer lane, Ste. 105
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www.kadaiindiankitchen.com
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the co-op 78626 is home to several creative businesses 
and a retail outlet. 
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FAMILY OWNED – FRIENDLY SERVICE - LOWEST PRICES - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.

LAKELINE MALL
(512) 996-9304

BARTON CREEK 
(512) 732-0037
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Men’s & Women’s
Spring Preview 

10 - 15% off 10 - 15% off 10 - 15% off 
Everyday Low Prices!

Price Match Guarantee! 
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Price Match Guarantee! 
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TEXAS DIVISION
512-944-3566

Brain Injuries do not discriminate

2ND ANNUAL

Saturday, March 9
Dell Diamond

Round Rock, TX
Check in 8 a.m.

Walk 9 a.m. to noon
Register online - www.biausa.org/walkforbraininjury

512-244-7200 
301 Seton Parkway, Suite 100 (3 Miles East of IKEA)

Seton-Williamson Medical Center

512-868-3937 
4500 Williams Dr., Suite 228 (HEB shopping center)

Georgetown, TX 78633

Accepting most insurance including Medicare and Medicaid

• Complete eye exams for glasses and contacts
• Cataract surgery
• Diabetic eye exams 

Dr. Jatla MD Dr. Haven OD
Board Certi� ed Ophthalmologist/Glaucoma Specialist

Clarity Eye Center: O� ering Cutting-Edge, 
Quality Eye Care with Compassion.

At Clarity Eye Center, you will receive professional, cutting-edge eye care that is 
tailored to your needs. We will deliver quality care with compassion. 

www.clarityeye.net

• Eyelid surgery 
• Laser surgery
• Glaucoma laser and surgery 

An Austin Monthly 
Top Doc 2013

Family Practice • Family Medicine 
Pediatrics • Internal Medicine

Offi ce Hours 
Monday - Friday: 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(Phones open 
at 7:30 a.m.)

Two convenient locations:

Forest Creek Medical Center 
Dr. Goode, Dr. Neitsch, 

Dr. Lewis and Dr. Sypniewski
4112 Links Lane, Ste. #201
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

(512) 672-8933

Wyoming Springs Medical Center
Dr. Strawser, Dr. Turner, Dr. Spellings, 

Dr. Dluzniewski and Dr. Kadir
7200 Wyoming Springs, Ste. #1500

Round Rock, Texas 78681
(512) 218-8696

www.brushycreekfamilyphysicians.com
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Gondolas
Continued from | 1

ski mountains throughout the world.
Unlike traditional ski lifts, which are 

essentially exposed benches attached to 
a moving cable, gondolas are enclosed 
structures with seating for an average of 
six to eight people. When gondolas enter a 
lift station, they detach from an overhead 
cable and slow down to a walking speed for 
loading and unloading of passengers. Once 
airborne again, gondolas travel at approxi-
mately 15 miles per hour—a speed on par 
with buses or urban rail when traffic and 
stops are factored, McDaniel said.

The system is proven, reliable and safe, 
but for reasons unknown, it has received 
little consideration as a mass transit alter-
native in urban areas, McDaniel said.

Movability Austin is a nonprofit trans-
portation association that works with busi-
nesses and employees to find options in 
transportation solutions. Executive Direc-
tor Glen Gadbois said a gondola-type sys-
tem could work as a transportation alterna-
tive given the right situation.

“There are numerous factors that ought 
to be thought about in terms of this technol-
ogy,” Gadbois said. “What are you trying to 
achieve by it? If it is just a matter of getting 
people from Point A to Point B, then that is 
probably one of the stronger arguments for 
this design because it disrupts very little in 
terms of the existing transportation uses.”

Point-to-point travel remains the extent 
to which urban areas have been willing 
to utilize gondola systems. Cities such 
as Portland, Ore.; Telluride, Colo.; and 
most recently London, England, have 
installed gondolas for transporting pedes-
trians between two locations. The differ-
ence between those concepts and Frog’s is 
the latter’s desire to utilize gondolas as a 

citywide, or even regional, transportation 
circulator with multiple hubs and spokes.

“The problem is the technology,” Gab-
dois said. “Most [gondola systems] have 
only been done for a mile or so. Running 
them any longer than that runs into some 
significant technology issues.”

McDaniel and the Frog designers, how-
ever, believe the technology that exists today 
at mountain resorts could easily translate 
into an affordable and efficient urban trans-
portation system. The system’s capacity and 
convenience, he said, also make The Wire 
concept superior to trains and buses.

“Gondolas can actually move about 
10,000 people per hour between two stops 
… that would equal approximately 150 bus 
trips or 2,000 car trips,” he said.

Because gondola systems run on a contin-
uous loop, passengers are not forced to wait 
long periods for pickups, McDaniel said.

“The beauty part of that is it requires no 
schedule,” he said. “This essentially gives 
Americans the same freedoms they would 
have in a car.”

McDaniel’s team has gone so far as to 
propose a complete system of gondola lines 
that could connect all of downtown Austin 
with surrounding communities, including 
Round Rock.  

“We haven’t really gotten a [Austin] city-
level response,” McDaniel said. “Our goal 
right now is to make [The Wire] uncom-
fortably visible because a lot of people aren’t 
aware there are alternatives to mass transit.”

Representatives from the Austin mayor’s 
office had not responded to requests for 
comment regarding The Wire project as of 
press time.

All about the money
The most prohibitive factor in mass tran-

sit, several officials say, is cost.
However, as Austin’s population growth 

continues moving north toward William-
son County, Round Rock city planners are 
being forced to consider how and when the 
city should go about investing in a local or 
regional mass-transit system. 

“My problem is when we talk about mass 
transportation, it seems like cities get hung 
up on rail,” Round Rock City Councilman 
Joe Clifford said. “It is an antiquated system 
of moving [people], I think. 

“If passenger service for rail was such a 
great idea, why are all the railroad compa-
nies out of the business?”

Prohibitive costs, or the lack thereof, is 
one of the most appealing factors when 
comparing rail transit to The Wire concept, 
McDaniel said.

McDaniel said the installation of a gon-
dola-based system would cost a city $3 mil-
lion–$12 million per mile. The difference 
in price performance is staggering, he said, 
when compared to the cost of rail.

“The current light-rail proposal [in Aus-
tin] runs about $100 million a mile … [five 
and-a-half] miles for $550 million,” McDan-
iel said. “For that same price, we could cover 
about 35 miles of [gondola] transit.

“Unlike rail, where you are having to 
build all of the infrastructure, with these 
things it is literally just cable and towers.
We are essentially layering another mode 
of transit on top of existing real estate with 
existing roadways.”

Round Rock Transportation Director 
Gary Hudder believes cost benefit sets The 
Wire concept apart from alternative transit 
options.

“I am actually a fan of this concept,” Hud-
der said. “The more you really start digest-
ing it and thinking about it, you eventually 
realize that this might really work.

“The biggest reason is cost of construc-
tion. So it becomes much more palatable 
from a business perspective.”

Local viability
Although Frog’s designers conceived 

The Wire as a solution to downtown Aus-
tin’s mobility concerns, that city’s invested 
interest in developing urban rail is likely to 
preempt any near-term consideration of a 
gondola system.

“For the City of Austin to change course 
on [rail] would be a big deal,” Gadbois said. 
“It would mean millions of dollars of stud-
ies were thrown out the window.”

Round Rock’s city leaders, however, say 
they are approaching mass-transit solu-
tions with open minds. 

“We don’t have mass transportation [in 
Round Rock], we don’t have a transit sys-
tem, we don’t have buses,” Clifford said. 
“But it will come to us. You have to start 
looking forward to it and start planning for 
it, and the day it has to happen, you bet-
ter have some money. … Maybe gondolas 
might be the answer?”

Round Rock City Manager Steve Nor-
wood said the city’s planners are not ruling 
out any mass-transit options.

“We are not at a point of recommending 
this is where we are going,” Norwood said. 
“We are just trying to get educated on it 
and not limit anything.”

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Round Rock transit

The friendly skies: 
a new way to travel?

do you want to learn more about how 
gondola-based mass-transit systems 
work? Round Rock city council is hosting 
a presentation by Michael Mcdaniel, 
principal designer with frog design, on 
feb. 14 from 5–7 p.m., at Round Rock 
city Hall, 221 e. Main St. Mcdaniel plans 
to discuss the concepts behind cable-
powered mass-transit and how it could be 
utilized in cities such as Round Rock. 

Gondola presentation

Gondola systems 101
Modern gondola systems have been 
constructed to serve a variety of 
terrains and climates, from the ski 
mountains of the european Alps 
to the major metropolitan centers 
of South America. According to 
Michael Mcdaniel, principal designer 
for frog design, gondola systems 
are capable of transporting 10,000 
passengers per hour between 
stopping points—the equivalent  
of 150 bus trips or 2,000 car trips.

2  Gondola cabins
gondolas generally hold eight people but 
can be built to hold between four and 15 
passengers. detachable grips allow the 
gondolas to disengage from their wires at 
loading stations for loading and unloading. 

3  Propulsion
gondola systems 

don’t run off of 
onboard motors like 

buses or trains do. 
power is provided 
by motors located 

inside wheelhouses 
at opposite ends of 

the gondola lines. the 
wheelhouses act like 

giant bicycle chainrings, 
pulling the wire systems 

that support the 
gondolas.

4  Grips and cables
grips attach the gondola cabins to the wires that move them. the detachable 
grips allow the cabins to separate from the wires at end stations without slowing 
down the entire system. the high-strength steel cables are formed from hundreds 
of individual wires wound together and spliced into long loops.

Source: frog design

3
4

2
1

1  Towers
towers support the 
gondola system 
between stops. the 
height, structure and 
span between towers is 
dependent on the size of 
the gondolas, wires they 
support and the terrain 
over which they cross. 
the Wire designers 
propose placing the 
towers along cities’ 
existing rights of way to 
reduce costs and impact. 
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3107 S IH 35, Suite 760 | Round Rock, TX 78664 |  512 255-2922

This Indo-Chinese cuisine is an artful blend of exotic 
ingredients and gains its influence from the Chinese 
province of Szechwan and the eclectic flavors of India.

www.bamboo-gardens.com

KIDS EAT FREE* ON TUESDAY
*One free kids menu item with purchase of any adult entrée

Before After

Finally!
An affordable patented 

procedure is now available 
to treat toenail fungus.

SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser
$295Starting at

WE ALSO TREAT 
BUNIONS

HAMMERTOES 
WARTS 

FRACTURES
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ACC
Continued from | 1

to pay lower tuition costs. According to 
ACC’s website, full-time, out-of-district 
students pay, on average, $7,200 in tuition 
and fees per academic year. Compara-
tively, in-district students pay an average 
of $2,340 per academic year, a difference of 
nearly $5,000.

“If you are out-of-district, you pay our 
tuition cost, but there’s also an out-of-
district fee,” said Alexis Patterson Hanes, 
ACC’s senior public information coordina-
tor. “So if you are in-district ... your overall 
cost for your education is lower.”

Being in the taxing district also allows 
ACC to offer additional classes, programs 
and advising services to an area, Hanes said.

“So if a community is not part of the tax-
ing district, there’s not that revenue stream 
that would allow us to serve them in that 
way,” she said.

Current ACC services in the city
ACC currently has a satellite center 

at Hendrickson High School that offers 
classes only. The college has similar centers 
in Bastrop County, Elgin, Fredericksburg, 
Georgetown, Hays County, Leander, Lock-
hart, Manor and San Marcos. The Hen-
drickson center hosts a few evening classes 
per semester, but it does not offer advising 
or other services.

“What people have to do is go through 
[the] Northridge [campus] or Round Rock  
[campus] for advising,” Hendrickson Tran-
sition Counselor Terry Sheneman said.

Pflugerville ISD Superintendent Charles 
Dupre said the district would not be 
involved in the annexation initiative.

“PISD partners with ACC in numerous 
ways to offer current students expanded 
educational opportunities, but the decision 
to make Pflugerville part of ACC’s taxing 
district is a community-driven choice, and 
the school district is a neutral third party to 
that decision,” Dupre said.

LeBlanc said he wants to see a separate, 
physical campus built in the city.

“We would want a significant increase 
in footprint and services in Pflugerville,” 
he said. “A campus is the language that I’m 
going for.”

However, no recent talks have been 
made with the city about building a cam-
pus, Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman said. 

“From a city standpoint, there have been 
no official discussions whatsoever regard-
ing ACC coming into our area,” Cole-
man said. “One of the claims [Pflugerville 
Pfriends 4 ACC is] making is that ACC 
said they’re going to build a major campus 
in Pflugerville. ACC has never told the City 
of Pflugerville that.”

Mayor Pro Tem Victor Gonzales met 
with ACC officials in 2011 to discuss 
annexation but had to shelve the efforts in 
order to campaign for re-election. 

While he said he has no current involve-
ment with annexation proposals, he would 
support the move on the condition that 

ACC agreed to build a campus within the 
boundaries of Pflugerville ISD.

“For a community to be taxed that much, 
I think they need to have a facility.”

Gonzales also said bringing a stronger 
ACC presence to the city would be a boon 
to local education and businesses.

“It really is ... an investment in the com-
munity, it’s an investment in our young 
people, it’s an investment in keeping educa-
tion locally, where students have an option 
to get a higher education,” Gonzales said.  
“[And] if you have students coming into 
Pflugerville, they’re going to be bringing 
their money to spend.”

How annexation works
ACC requires a petition of 3,000 sig-

natures before annexation can be put to a 
city’s vote. According to state statute, an 
annexation election can be called without a 
petition if at least 15 percent of high school 
graduates in an area to be annexed enroll in 
a community college during a period of five 
years, but ACC has never called an annexa-
tion without a petition. Both Hanes and 
LeBlanc said they believe the community 
should show its support for the taxing dis-
trict before anything is placed on a ballot.

“Preliminary figures show this [excep-
tion] may be the case for Pflugerville, but 
that’s not something that the college has 
confirmed or further explored,” Hanes 
said. “We really value the petition process, 
because ... the push for the annexation elec-
tion would come from the community that 
would be impacted, rather than what the 
college is calling [for].”

The city has considered annexation 
before, but efforts did not progress because 
ACC said it would not build a campus in 
the city, Coleman said. 

“At that point, the business community 
backed off of it because they were not com-
fortable supporting [annexation] if ACC 
was not going to build a campus,” he said.

The voters of Round Rock approved 
annexation into the taxing district in May 
2008. Like Pflugerville, the effort was 
started by smaller groups of residents and 
city leaders, according to an ACC news 
release. Factors contributing to the deci-
sion to annex included the construction of 
an ACC campus, expanded course offer-
ings, and community and economic ben-
efits, the news release said.

Currently, the City of Pflugerville is not 
involved in any efforts toward annexation. 
Coleman said he has not had any discus-
sions with council members on backing the 
initiative and that it has not been an impor-
tant council issue.

“The Pflugerville City Council, since 
2004, has been on a mission to reduce taxes, 
not increase taxes, and this is unquestion-
ably a tax increase,” Coleman said. “So it is 
not something that any of us have put on 
our priority list.” 

Opposition
Both LeBlanc and Coleman say they 

have heard negative feedback about the 
annexation. Comments on the Pfriends’ 

Facebook page have raised concerns about 
paying additional taxes on top of current 
residential taxes. 

“I have [about 50 percent] saying ‘Abso-
lutely not, I’ve paid as much [in] taxes as I 
want to pay,’” Coleman said. “The negative 
is that the taxpayer would pick up an addi-
tional ... tax, whether they were ever going 
to benefit from it or not,” Coleman said. 
“The majority of the population ... would 
never get any personal benefit from being 
in the taxing district.”

Possible city benefits
LeBlanc, however, said the upfront tax 

could lead to lower property taxes in the 
future, contingent on whether ACC builds 
a campus in the city.

“How else are you going to get people to 
stay here, shop here during the day and sup-
port these local businesses unless you bring 
something that’s going to act as an economic 
epicenter?” LeBlanc said. “And this way, the 
city can get additional commercial property 
tax revenue and sales tax revenue.”

Coleman also recognizes there are poten-
tial benefits of having a physical campus in 
Pflugerville.

“The benefit would be our residents 
being closer and people from outside our 
area coming to this campus, but that’s an 
ACC decision,” Coleman said. “But they 
have most definitely not given an official 
word to the City of Pflugerville saying 
[that] if the city votes itself into the district, 

we’re going to build a campus.”
Hanes confirmed that no talks have yet 

been initiated with the City of Pflugerville 
on the annexation or building a campus.

“It’s our role to provide information 
about the [annexation] process and what 
our programs and services are, and the tax 
implications of joining the district. We are 
beginning to do that with people,” Hanes 
said. “But that’s kind of the extent of where 
those discussions are.”

The two grass-roots organizations 
have started petitions online to gar-
ner the 3,000 needed signatures to bring 
annexation to a vote. As of Feb. 1, the two 
groups had collected 308 combined sig-
natures. The petitions can be accessed at  
www.change.org.

After the signatures are verified by ACC 
and informational public hearings are held, 
the college’s board of trustees can order an 
election as part of regular May or Novem-
ber voting. The election must be called at 
least 62 days before a May election or 70 
days before a November election.

LeBlanc said he believes that unlike pre-
vious attempts, the current initiative will 
gather the support it needs and succeed in 
bringing Pflugerville into ACC’s tax base.

 “We have the right people behind it, 
helping articulate the message,” he said.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search
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Acc currently services eight 
counties with eight campuses. 
pflugerville only has a satellite 
center at Hendrickson High 
School that only offers a 
few evening classes each 
semester.

HENDRICkSON 
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property taxes for pflugerville residents in Travis county
currently, pflugerville residents pay nearly $3 per $100 valuation in property taxes. in 2013, a 
home worth $200,000 will be taxed approximately $711 annually in travis county. pflugerville 
taxpayers would experience an increase of 9.51 cents if the Acc taxing district is approved. 

Source: Austin community college

(per $100 valuation)
current property tax rate Acc 

district tax neW totAl
$2.813 =   $2.9081+   $0.0951
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CHANCE LOVE
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TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RANCH, RIVER 
& RECREATIONAL PROPERTY

SPECIALIST IN
HUNTING PROPERTIES

512-657-9207  |  www.theandersgroup.com
Limited Seating. Sign up Today! 

(512) 324-4818 

SetonSurgicalGroup.com

Lose weight and keep it off. Weight 
loss surgery offers a comprehensive 
solution that incorporates lifestyle 
changes with a surgical procedure 
to improve your overall health and 
help you live a longer, happier life. 
Join us for a free seminar to find out 
if weight loss surgery is right for you.

FREE Seminar:  
Weight Loss Surgery 

Jinnie A. Bruce, MD, FACS
Patrick C. Dillawn, MD, FACS
Mario A. Longoria, MD, FACS

Take the first 
step toward 

better health.

Seminar will be held:

February 27, 12 p.m. 
Learning Room 3

March 27, 6 p.m. 
Learning Room 1

Seton Medical Center Williamson
201 Seton Parkway

Round Rock, Texas 78665
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Recent Property listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78634 Hutto Square 107 Wimberley St. 3br/2ba $139,900 1,401 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 512-203-2985

78634 Park/Brushy Creek 109 Fistral Drive 4br/2ba $138,500 1,693 Sean Mulcahy Keller Williams Realty 512-971-3995

78634 Huttoparke 231 Brown St. 4br/2ba $133,000 1,921 Mary Rodriguez Keller Williams - Lake Travis 512-300-6019

78634 Rivers Crossing 113 San Jacinto 4br/2ba $211,500 2,344 Judith Copple Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-864-2500

78634 Park at Brushy Creek 203 Pentire Way 4br/2ba $154,900 1,793 Paulette Bostur Prudential Texas Realty 512-751-4567

78634 Hutto Square 101 Oman St. 4br/2ba $149,900 2,215 Linda Graves RE/MAX Capital City III 512-744-4584

78634 Riverwalk 604 Lakemont Drive 3br/2ba $149,000 1,652 Rebecca Canby Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-468-6862

78634 Legends of Hutto 6000 Lone Star Court 4br/2ba $145,000 2,472 Mack Linan RE/MAX 1 512-791-1419

78634 Legends of Hutto 104 Legends Of Hutto Trail 3br/2ba $169,000 1,335 Kobra Dadfar Keller Williams Realty 512-736-2263

78634 Star Ranch 1205 Augusta Bend Drive 4br/3ba $325,000 3,007 Christi Davidson Keller Williams Realty 512-794-6770

78634 Hutto Parke 106 Wegstrom St. 4br/2ba $125,000 1,859 Edwin Lui Mars Hill Realty Group 512-761-6476

78660 Highland Park North 18700 Chrighton Castle Bend 4br/2ba $170,000 2,452 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-251-4950

78660 Windermere 17200 Bushmills Road 4br/2ba $174,900 2,457 Bernice Schaffer RE/MAX Capital City 512-250-0855

78660 Fairways Blackhawk 19112 Ventana Court 4br/2ba $228,000 2,568 Samantha Hale StoneHaven Realty 512-771-4681

78660 Windermere 913 Edgerly Lane 3br/3ba $102,900 1,090 Betsy Doss RE/MAX Capital City 512-744-4555

78660 The Park at Blackhawk 3408 Eagle Ridge Lane 3br/2ba $296,990 2,668 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8872

78660 The Park at Blackhawk 3409 Eagle Ridge Lane 4br/3ba $304,990 2,922 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8872

78660 The Park at Blackhawk 3425 Eagle Ridge Lane 2br/3ba $313,990 3,231 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8872

78660 The Park at Blackhawk 3501 Eagle Ridge Lane 4br/2ba $274,990 2,401 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8872

78660 Avalon 19412 Sangremon Way 3br/2ba $239,500 2,683 Mark Bowden Keller Williams Realty 512-537-4389

78660 Katymead 1211 Brophy Drive 4br/2ba $165,000 2,370 Pennie Walters Keller Williams Realty 512-609-9318

78660 The Park at Blackhawk 3249 Winding Shore Lane 3br/2ba $149,900 1,586 David Baird Keller Williams Realty 512-507-1202

78660 Falcon Pointe 19709 Maiden Grass Drive 3br/2ba $207,631 1,797 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78660 Falcon Pointe 19713 Maiden Grass Drive 3br/2ba $195,268 1,550 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78660 Falcon Pointe 19600 Maiden Grass Drive 4br/2ba $221,824 1,983 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78660 Falcon Pointe 19609 Maiden Grass Drive 4br/3ba $235,624 2,584 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78660 Falcon Pointe 19701 Maiden Grass Drive 4br/2ba $241,698 2,731 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78660 Falcon Pointe 2000 Meandering Meadows 4br/2ba $223,134 2,407 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78660 Falcon Pointe 2008 Meandering Meadows 4br/2ba $219,774 1,983 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78660 Falcon Pointe 2017 Tranquility Drive 4br/3ba $235,549 2,584 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78660 Falcon Pointe 3108 Dusty Chisolm Trail 4br/2ba $269,424 2,328 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78660 Windermere 802 Norwell Lane 3br/2ba $80,000 1,203 Craig Smyser RE/MAX Capital City 512-735-7200

78660 Falcon Pointe 3016 Richfield Landing 4br/3ba $290,000 3,036 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 512-203-2985

78660 Meadows of Blackhawk 2509 Pumpkin Ridge Court 4br/2ba $225,000 2,871 Carol Delgado Stanberry & Associates 512-327-9310

78660 Fairways Blackhawk 2500 Butler National Drive 4br/2ba $224,750 2,656 Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-750-6611

78660 Club at Wells Point 612 Runners Ridge 3br/2ba $189,900 2,462 Maria "Mia" Sanchez Avalar Austin 512-426-6995

78664 Greenslopes at Lakecreek 1200 Logan St. 3br/2ba $115,000 1,280 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-791-0229

78664 Springbrook Centre 17207 Jigsaw Pathway 3br/2ba $135,000 1,316 Victor Nino Keller Williams Realty 512-587-8652

78664 Turtle Creek Village 1036 Monadale Trail 3br/2ba $159,000 1,617 Dena Hinds RE/MAX Capital City III 512-963-1770

78664 Southern Terrace 2004 Magnolia Drive 2br/1ba $89,500 912 Bill Morris RE/MAX Capital City 512-785-3345

78664 Mesa Ridge 1801 Goodson Lane 3br/2ba $120,000 1,337 Rusty Coffman RE/MAX Round Rock 512-297-7580

78664 Chapel Hill North 2116 Andover Drive 3br/2ba $95,000 950 Heather Smith Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-636-3994

78665 Forest Ridge 1512 Laurel Oak Loop 4br/2ba $237,700 2,508 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-791-0229

78665 Settlers Overlook North 2804 Bluffstone Drive 3br/2ba $165,000 1,808 Sheri Salley Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-966-7595

ZIP code guide
78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

3249 Winding Shore Lane

1801 Goodson Lane

19701 Maiden Grass Drive

REAl ESTATE

Market Data

Market Data compiled by 
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133

kathryn.fowler@kw.com
On the market  (Dec. 1–31) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

Less than $100,000 32 12 12 55 61 34

$100,000–$149,999 88 106 66 59 72 65

$150,000–$199,999 120 124 42 63 67 70

$200,000–$299,999 237 114 23 78 106 99

$300,000–$399,999 128 12 9 89 117 86

$400,000–$499,999 45 1 4 85 239 128

$500,000–$749,999 22 0 3 97 0 228

$750,000–$999,999 0 1 2 0 62 273

$1 million + 0 0 3 0 0 349

Number of homes sold Average price

Month Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

December 2012 159 81 29 $226,218 $170,845 $153,683

December 2011 159 94 48 $203,340 $149,862 $139,434

November 2012 202 88 28 $219,456 $165,920 $147,419

October 2012 192 95 29 $223,907 $164,774 $150,247

September 2012 188 78 38 $224,084 $164,422 $139,687

August 2012 230 81 35 $233,078 $161,632 $136,070

July 2012 236 108 41 $217,655 $151,921 $147,025

June 2012 226 91 51 $228,257 $156,649 $131,377

May 2012 224 125 50 $223,511 $163,753 $138,907

6000 Lone Star Court



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com38

REAl ESTATE

Recent Property listings ZIP code guide
78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78665 Paloma Lake 3517 Guadalajara 4br/2ba $212,349 1,955 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-947-8787

78665 Teravista 4490 Miraval Loop 4br/2ba $351,902 2,407 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Round Rock Ranch 1150 Sundrop Place 3br/2ba $167,500 2,158 Pat Gunter RE/MAX Capital City III 512-750-0116

78665 Teravista 4506 Miraval Loop 4br/3ba $424,571 3,431 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 2001 Westvalley Place 4br/4ba $425,892 3,341 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 2010 Westvalley Place 4br/4ba $467,200 4,167 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 4313 Ridgebend Drive 4br/3ba $385,585 3,431 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 4201 Pebblestone Trail 4br/3ba $384,896 3,431 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 4206 Pebblestone Trail 5br/4ba $404,984 3,766 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 4210 Pebblestone Trail 4br/3ba $351,937 2,824 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 4212 Pebblestone Trail 5br/4ba $401,309 3,766 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 4220 Pebblestone Trail 6br/5ba $398,055 3,826 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 4307 Greatview Drive 4br/3ba $538,889 4,358 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Teravista 4311 Greatview Drive 4br/3ba $450,016 3,227 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78665 Settlers Overlook North 2844 Hearthsong Loop 3br/2ba $159,900 1,524 Emily Matthews Capital City Sotheby's Realty 512-496-3219

78665 Indian Ridge 1411 Pigeon View St. 4br/2ba $169,000 1,981 Helen Finke Joseph Realty Group LLC 512-689-7904

78665 Lake Forest 2235 Fernspring Drive 4br/3ba $449,000 3,188 Lynn Robin Capital City Sotheby's Realty 512-736-8822

78665 Paloma Lake 2816 Saint Federico Way 3br/2ba $330,041 2,970 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78665 Gardens at Teravista Condo 4332 Teravista Club Drive 2br/2ba $230,000 1,504 Kenn Renner Keller Williams - Lake Travis 512-423-5626

78681 Walsh Ranch 3522 Aquamarine Drive 4br/3ba $400,000 3,709 Linda DeMarco Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-423-7333

78681 Bent Tree 2042 Cedar Grove Cove 4br/2ba $252,500 3,084 Pat Gunter RE/MAX Capital City III 512-750-0116

78681 Crossing Condo Unit 302 500 Hesters Crossing Road 3br/2ba $77,000 949 Linda Hall Nicol J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-966-9722

78681 Creekmont West 805 Riverlawn Drive 4br/2ba $199,300 2,586 Jacquelyn Fraley Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-439-9116

78681 Vista Oaks 3608 Flora Vista Loop 5br/3ba $259,000 3,448 Kelvin Glover Keller Williams Realty 512-415-2027

78681 Mayfield Ranch 4009 Madison Court 4br/3ba $310,000 3,462 Victoria Costello Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-917-4562

78681 Behrens Ranch 2901 Arbor Court 5br/3ba $348,000 4,011 Dena Hinds RE/MAX Capital City III 512-963-1770

78681 Wood Glen 2020 Wood Glen Drive 4br/3ba $312,000 3,015 Leisa Ormsbee J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-590-1833

78681 Brushy Bend Park 1708 Brushy Bend Drive 3br/3ba $310,000 1,981 Margaret Parma Capital City Sotheby's Realty 512-632-9519

78681 Fern Bluff 8403 Mount Shasta Cove 3br/2ba $159,000 1,538 Leslie Crider Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-626-9249

78681 Behrens Ranch 2429 Arbor Drive 4br/3ba $337,000 3,411 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty 512-347-7740

78681 Mayfield Ranch 4011 Crest Cove 4br/3ba $324,900 3,107 Jeff Dillard Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-426-1294

78681 Round Rock West 613 Lime Rock Drive 4br/2ba $244,450 2,445 Donna Carmichael Keller Williams Realty 512-695-0009

78681 Woods 1906 Chestnut Circle 4br/2ba $239,500 3,023 Andrew Constancio J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-784-0852

78681 Stone Canyon 16816 Bar Harbor Bend 4br/2ba $229,900 2,425 Richard Walker Keller Williams Realty 512-345-7837

78681 Preserve at Stone Oak 3352 Cantera Way 3br/2ba $166,750 1,718 Margaret Denena Prudential Texas Realty 512-407-2422

78717 Avery South 15304 Whistling Straits Drive 5br/3ba $387,000 3,766 Cathy Trifiro Realty Austin 512-797-4917

78717 Woods Brushy Creek 8402 Delavan Ave. 4br/2ba $229,900 2,380 Elizabeth Sullivan Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-569-7272

78717 Avery South 15628 Fisher Island Drive 4br/2ba $265,000 2,277 Robert Hachtel Realty Austin 512-699-0786

78717 Avery Brookside 15413 Echo Hills Drive 5br/3ba $364,900 3,241 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

4212 Pebblestone Trail

2042 Cedar Grove Cove

2429 Arbor Drive

15413 Echo Hills Drive

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 1/9/13 and 1/22/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Your Local Real Estate Experts
Christi & Bobby Baylor

The Round Rock, P� ugerville and 
Hutto markets are on � re right now. 

Strike while the iron is HOT!

Now is the time while the rates are still low!

We will list your home for 1% commision!

Buying?

Selling?

cbaylor@uprealtygroup.com
512.788.3698

bbaylor@uprealtygroup.com
512.788.3699

uprealtygroup.com

CALL US TODAY!


