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Texas State University hopes 
to relocate College of Health 
Professions to Round Rock

College eyes 
WilCo buildup

By JP Eichmiller 
The life cycle of the 2012 elec-

tion is barely post-mortem, but 
Texas politicians are already lin-
ing up to see what kind of politi-
cal capital they have inherited. 

The first signal that the 2013 
Texas legislative session is 
approaching came Nov. 12 when 
state Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Dis-
trict 21, filed 30 new bills for con-
sideration. First on the list was a 
bond funding package that could 
have a lasting effect on William-
son County. Specifically, Senate 
Bill 26 would authorize the state 
to issue tuition revenue bonds  
[TRB] to fund, among other 
things, the construction of a $48.8 
million College of Health Profes-
sions building on the Texas State 
University Round Rock campus. 

Although heavily outnum-
bered by Republicans in the 
Senate, Zaffirini’s support adds 
weight to the bill. A seven-term 
incumbent whose district con-
stituency includes the Texas State 
San Marcos campus, Zaffirini is 
the second-highest ranking state 
senator in Texas and is the co-
chairwoman of the Joint Over-
sight Committee on Higher Edu-
cation Governance, Excellence 
and Transparency. 

“Filing legislation early is criti-
cal to advancing the priorities 
of Senate District 21 families,” 
Zaffirini said in a written state-
ment. “Count on me to continue 
to champion early and higher  
education …”

Round Rock tabbed as first city in state to build 
Franco-designed highway interchange system

The French interconnection

By JP Eichmiller 
Traffic at the University Bou-

levard overpass of I-35 is among 
the worst in Williamson County, 
according to a Texas Department 
of Transportation study of the 
state’s most congested roadways. 

In order to alleviate the con-
gestion, TxDOT and the Round 
Rock Transportation Depart-
ment are planning the construc-
tion of an unorthodox  highway 
interchange model they believe 
will speed up the flow of vehicles 
while also saving the state mil-
lions of dollars in construction.

Originally conceived and built 
in France two decades ago, the 
roadway design is referred to as a 

“diverging diamond interchange” 
(DDI), and one of its most iden-
tifiable features is a crossover 
that directs drivers to the left side 
of the road. TxDOT announced 
in November its plans to install a 
DDI at the University Boulevard 
overpass of I-35 in Round Rock.

“The bottom line of this thing 
is the improvement,” said Chris 
Bishop, TxDOT-Austin Dis-
trict public information officer. 
“From what my engineering guys 
are telling me ... it can be as much 
as a 75 percent improvement in 
delay time. This could be the key 
that unties the knot of Round 
Rock traffic.”

Bishop said that construction 

on the project should begin in 
2014, barring any environmental 
review delays. 

Identifying the problem
The basic concept of install-

ing the DDI in Round Rock is 
it allows traffic to flow onto and 
off of University Boulevard more 

efficiently and at a higher volume. 
TxDOT identified the University 
Boulevard overpass of I-35 as 
an ideal location for the state’s 
first DDI because of the rising 
traffic congestion in the area. 
TxDOT has even tagged Univer-
sity Boulevard/FM 1431 as one of 

Increased traffic at University Boulevard and I-35 has caught TxDOT’s attention. 
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Pflugerville ISD redraws middle school maps for upcoming year

New school means new boundaries

By JP Eichmiller and Rebecca Rose
Pflugerville ISD is faced with the 

same dilemma as many growing 
families: Too many children and not 
enough room. 

Regardless of whether the dis-
trict is prepared or not, new children 
keep pouring into its schools. During 
the past decade, district enrollment 
expanded by 7,767 students—more 
than 51 percent, according to PISD 
data. The results are predictable: As 
more students arrive, the district is 
forced to add staff, build new schools, 
and regularly shift its school boundar-
ies—a process known as redistricting. 

With the pending opening of Cele 
Middle School in August, PISD has 
again been forced to redistrict its mid-
dle school boundaries. In the wake of 

several months of demographic stud-
ies, public forums and appeals from 
parents, the PISD board of trustees 
voted Nov. 15 to redraw the boundar-
ies prior to the 2013–14 school year—
a move that will shift approximately 
800 students into new schools. 

“All of our middle schools were 
either at capacity or over capacity,” 
PISD spokeswoman Amanda Brim 
said. “When we built Cele [Middle 
School], it was primarily to relieve 
that. But that also gave us a little bit of 
room to adjust some of the other cam-
puses as well ... so that they weren’t 
over capacity, either.”

Park Crest, Dessau and Kelly Lane 
middle schools are all currently 
exceeding capacity. With the opening 

See Redistricting | 13
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A comprehensive community 
publication for Round Rock, 
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Trustee faces censure
Round Rock ISD board of trustees 
takes formal action against trustee Terri 
Romere for the second time this year

 Ruffles & Rust | 27
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The opening of Cele Middle 
School, scheduled for the 2013–14 
school year, allows the district to 
alleviate enrollment of several area 
schools that are either at or near 
capacity. Projected numbers for 
2013–14 are estimates. 

Enrollment changes
at PISD 

middle schools

1,142

1,170
946

1,170

N/A

Current enrollment
Projected 2013–14 
enrollment
Capacity

1,058

918
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3rd North location NOW OPEN
@ HEB plaza, 1431 & Parmer

 $29 FOR 12 SESSIONS.  Must be redeemed by January 31, 2013

6 Area Locations
4 More on the Way!

Coming 
Soon!

New
Location!

#2 #3#1

9231 West Parmer Ln, Austin

New members only. May not be combined with any other offers. 12 Strength session in 30 days.

Now
Open!#1 Parmer & Hwy 45

#2 Cypress Creek Rd. @ Randall's
#3 1431 & Parmer @ HEB

Koko is the perfect fusion of advanced technology
and world class personal training.

30-minute Smartraining for Strength

•  Precisely prescribes the right weight, pace 
and exercise for you each session

•  Get the full benefi ts of a traditional 60- or 
90-minute workout

15-minute Smartraining for Cardio

•  Get the same calorie burn of steady-state cardio, 
but in half the time

Follow our state-of-the-art Personal Strength & Cardio Training 
combined with our new “FitCheck” Nutrition System for 6 weeks 
and get results GUARANTEED or 100% refund.

  Must be redeemed by January 31, 2013

raining for Cardio

e burn of steady-state cardio, 

ng
eeks 

Now
Open!

We support our community service personnel, please 
call to inquire about our fi rst responder, teacher, and 

student discounts.
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model DAD, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $229, � nal pymt / residual = $13,518. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,716. Stk# Z7482. Exp 11/20/12.   2-Volvo - Dealer participation is required. O� ers with approved credit through US Bank thru November 30, 
2012. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.25/mi excess charge. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. S60 $3,693 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $19,587. MSRP $32,645. Stock# V6000.   3-Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# A7128 based on MSRP $36,360 with Moonlight blue metallic, Beige/brown, 
Exhaust tips, All-weather � oor mats & trunk liner, Convenience pkg., Lighting pkg. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $399 � rst mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,593 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,869. 36 monthly payments of $399. Payment calculation includes $1000 Audi lease bonus rebate valid for Texas residents only. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may 
vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 11-30-12.   4-Porche - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed 
customers from Porsche Financial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Panamera S Hybrid - Stock# W8177 based on lease sale price 
$97,775. $9,000 total due at lease inception, 36 monthly payments of $1,344, purchase option/residual at lease end $58,176.25. $350 disposition fee.  Exp 11-30-2012

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD
$299mo 2

Safe + Secure Included

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT 
Premium Sedan
Absolutely Zero Down

$229mo 1

harghargharghargharghharghargarghhh rgharghargharghharghargghargara Me Me Me Me Me Me Me Me Me MMMe Me Me MMMe Me Me MSRPSRPSRPSRPSRPRPSRPSRPSSSRSRPRSRPSRPSRSRPRP $23$23$23$23$23$233$233$232323$23$23$23$232$23$2323223$ 71671671671671671671667167161616117177167716 StStkStkStkS kStkStkStkStkStkStkkkStktkStkSttStktk# Z7# Z7# Z7# Z7# Z7# Z7# Z7# Z7# Z77# Z7# Z7ZZ# Z77# 7## Z7## 48248248248248248224448248248482484482824824824448282 ExpEExpExpEExpExpExpExpExpExpExpExpExppEExExpExpx 11/11/11/11/11/11/11/11/11/11//11/11/1/11/11/11 20/120/120/120/120/120/120/20/120/1/20/1220/1/0/20/20/120/10/12 2222222222222 2-Vo2 V2 Vo2-Vo2 V2-Vo2-Vo2-VooVoV2-Vo2-Vo2 Vo2 Vo2-Vo2-VV2-Vo22 lvollvollvolvolvolvolvlvollvovlvolvovvovool - DD- D- DDDDDD- D- D- D- DDD- D- eaealeealeealealeleaeallealeealelealeealeealeaaealeeealeealea r pr par par par papar par par par pap rticrticrticrticrtictirticticrticcrticrticticicrttr ipaipaipaipaiipipaipaipaaipapaip

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic
Luxury has Progressed.

$399mo3

2012 Porsche
Panamera S Hybrid
$1,344mo4
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My daughter turned 1 on 
Dec. 3, and like many par-
ents, I suspect the moment 
marked a date of reflection 
as much as celebration.

For my family and me, 
2012 will be a year of last-

ing effects on our lives. As it did for many 
Americans, the year began with much hope 
but limited prospects. My former home of 
Fort Collins, Colo., although not ravaged 
by the levels of unemployment and poverty 
seen in many parts of the U.S., was becom-
ing a place of limited opportunities. 

The best jobs were often with local gov-
ernment, the university (my alma mater, 
Colorado State University), or, if you were 
lucky enough, one of the young companies 
such as New Belgium Brewery or OtterBox.

Those jobs, however, were few and far 
between—and those lucky enough to hold 
them rarely left voluntarily. For journal-
ists, the situation was especially dire. The 
Rocky Mountain News, previously the oldest 

company in the state, had ceased production 
years earlier, adding dozens of the region’s 
most qualified writers to the ranks of the 
unemployed.

Fortunately for my family, the opportu-
nity arose to relocate to an area where the 
economic downturn afflicting much of the 
nation has been offset by an entrepreneurial 
spirit to succeed. 

As I reflect on the first year of my daugh-
ter’s life and the year that was 2012, I am 
grateful for the opportunity I have been 
granted by the people of Central Texas. 

My hope is that I can repay the support 
this community has given Community 
Impact Newspaper by providing you with 
the best possible source of news on the 
issues that truly matter to you and your 
families. I wish you all a happy and healthy 
new year. 
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Community Feedback

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Stay informed with online-exclusive news and 
more at impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/rph-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_rph

TAKE THE POLL

Do you think the PISD board of trustees should elimi-
nate insurance coverage for domestic partners?

  Yes, insurance should not cover domestic partners

  No, the district should support the teachers’ wishes

  Maybe, it depends how much it would cost the district

  I do not think the board should be involved

   Take the poll online at impactnews.com/rph-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition  
of Community Impact Newspaper.

In this issue we report that the Pflugerville ISD board of 
trustees is going to consider the issue of whether to allow 
district employees the right to purchase insurance coverage 
for domestic partners. We’d like to hear what you think 
about how the board should handle the issue at its Dec. 13 
meeting. 

Do you think a new grocery store is needed in North 
Round Rock?  

Yes, it is the single most important business needed.

43.46%
Yes, there are no convenient locations nearby.

26.64%
Maybe, it depends on which grocery store it is.

15.89%
No, I don’t mind driving to the existing grocery stores.

7.01%
No, other cities and locations have a greater need 

7%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 11/1/12–11/28/12

In our November issue, we wrote about an H-E-B grocery 
store in the early development stages in North Round Rock. 
Through our online poll, we asked, and you answered.

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESuLTS

Connect Online
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older. Reyes hopes to have the building 
open for business by summer. Greater 
Austin Dance Academy currently operates 
at 3810 Gattis School Road, Ste. 112.  
512-828-4232,  
www.greateraustindance.com

School Notes

The Round Rock ISD board of trustees 
inducted one new and one returning 
trustee at a special meeting Nov. 19. 
Pauline Law was sworn in as the new 
trustee for Place 7, and Charles Chadwell 
was sworn in for a second term in Place 2. 
Both terms began at the conclusion of the 
meeting and last four years.  
512-464-5000, www.roundrockisd.org

New Ownership

9  Kalyn Blacklock and Chris Adams 
took over ownership of FacePunch 
Fitness, 3574 Rocking J Road, Ste. A, on 
Oct. 1 from Matt and Heather Clark, 
and changed the name of the business to 
F.U.E.L. Fitness. According to the new 
ownership, F.U.E.L. Fitness is an all-

Round Rock

Now Open

1  Co-owners Rob and Jane Burgess 
planned to open a Great Clips location 
at 2150 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 200, on 
Dec. 1. Rob Burgess said the salon offers 
customers discount haircuts, and washing 
and styling services. 512-388-8817,  
www.greatclips.com/salons/8664

2  Tiff’s Treats, a warm-cookie and 
dessert delivery company, planned to open 
its first Round Rock location Dec. 2 at 
117 Louis Henna Blvd., Ste. 130A, in the 
Round Rock Crossing Center. The newest 
store will be the 11th franchise for Tiff’s 
Treats co-founders and owners Tiffany 
Taylor Chen and Leon Chen. According 
to a company spokesperson, Tiff’s 
Treats delivers cookies from the oven to 
customers’ mouths in less than one hour. 
512-808-4300, www.cookiedelivery.com 

3  Owner Jason Villarreal opened 
Villarreal Insect and Pest (VIP) Solutions 
at 1531 Arusha St. on Sept. 1. The company 
specializes in the extermination or 

removal of invading or nuisance pests for 
residential and commercial properties. 
512-670-8162, www.vipestsolutions.com

4  Dr. Gemma Alger Optometry opened 
Aug. 17 at 115 Sundance Parkway, Ste. 120 
A, in the La Frontera shopping center. The 
business specializes in routine eye exams 
for glasses and contact lenses as well as 
the sale of contact lenses. 512-782-4244, 
lafronteravision@yahoo.com

5  Crosswalk Church opened Sept. 9 
at 100 Twin Ridge Parkway. The church, 
which is led by Pastor Steve Cochran, 
offers Christian contemporary worship, 
and outreach services to families and 
teens. 512-230-4356,  
www.crosswalkroundrock.org

Round Rock resident Melissa Gale, a 
former KVUE-TV morning anchor, 
opened her home-based business, More 
Eyes Media LLC, in October. The 
company specializes in video production 
and editing to help customers with search 
engine optimization and website mobility.  
512-496-6562, www.moreeyesmedia.com

Coming Soon

6  Construction began Nov. 28 on The 
Park at Lakeline, a 352-unit luxury 
apartment community located at 2800 and 
2850 S. Lakeline Blvd., with completion 
expected at the end of 2013. The Developer 
behind the project is GenCap Partners 
Inc., which has also built other Austin-
area apartment units including the Park at 
Brushy Creek, the Villages of Sage Creek 
and Rocking Horse Ranch.  
512-347-0040, ext. 111

7  Indigo Apartments, a 325-unit 
apartment community located at 10800 
Lakeline Blvd., Austin, is expected to begin 
accepting residents by the beginning of 
March. Developed by HPI Residential, 
the complex offers one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments starting at $870–
$1,530 per month, as well as a dog park, 
fitness center and pool. 512-833-7399

8  Greater Austin Dance Academy broke 
ground on a new location at 2641 Forest 
Creek Drive on Nov. 5. Owner Sally Reyes 
said the business offers a variety of dance 
instructional classes for children age 3 and 

iMPActS

      
      

   
 

 

      
      

Wells Branch  Pkwy.

university Blvd.

Sam
 Bass Rd.

Parmer ln.

S
unrise R

d
.

Old Settlers Blvd.

gattis School Rd.

R
ed

 B
ud

 ln.

limmer loop

kelly ln.

Rowe ln.

W
ei

ss
 l

n.

Pecan St.

R
ai

lr
o

ad
 A

ve
.

M
cn

eil
 R

d.

M
ays S

t.      
      

                   
 Brushy c

reek R
d.   

      

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  g

re
at

 O
ak

s 
d

r.

   
   

     
    

forest creek dr.

130
TOLL

79

hesters crossing Rd.

  
 

  

 g
ra

nd
 A

ve
. P

kw
y.

 

 

 

 
 

 
   

   
   

   
A

.W
. g

ri
m

es
 B

lv
d

.

  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

 R
ou

nd
 R

ock Ave.

685

Map not to scale

Round Rock
Palm valley Blvd.

Main St.

carl Stern Blvd.

79

79

45
TOLL

45
TOLL

1431

3406

1660

110

112

35

130
TOLL

130
TOLL

35

       c
hisholm

 trail R
d.

Rocking 
J Rd.

e
d

 S
ch

m
id

t 
B

lv
d

.

Bagdad Ave.

cR 123

Oaklands dr.

  e
xc

ha
ng

e 
B

lv
d.

Hutto

1
TOLL 1325

d
ell W ay

   greenl
aw

n 
Blv

d.

high 
country 
Blvd.

d
o

ub
le

 
c

re
ek

 d
r.

10

8

12

17

14

9

5

15

4

1

13

3

6 7

211

e
ast S

t.

Arusha St.

Picadily dr.

Sundance Pkwy.

16trad
esm

ens 
P

ark d
r.



impactnews.com • December 2012 | NEWS | 5

inclusive fitness facility that offers personal 
training and group classes. 512-923-1100,  
www.thefuelfitness.com

10 Co-owners Rachel Shaffer, Gene 
Martinez and Addyson Smith took over 
ownership of Platinum Gymnastics at 
1410 Royston Lane on Nov. 6 from former 
owners Michelle and Jeremy Lecates. 
Shaffer said Platinum Gymnastics is a 
recreational and competitive gymnastics 
school for students ages 18 months to 19 
years old.  512-251-2776,  
www.platinumgymusa.com

11  Vino 100 has undergone a change of 
ownership and name. Barbara Waldare 
took over ownership of the wine bar 
Nov. 15 from the previous owner, Brian 
Gano. Located at 3021 S. I-35, Ste. 120, the 
business was renamed Wine Sensation. 
512-255-0526, www.winesensation.com

Expansions

12  The Goddard School, a child care 
and early education center at 4076 Gattis 
School Road, held a ground breaking 
ceremony Nov. 10 for its campus 
expansion. Owner Ryan Rastelli said the 
addition will add 5,500 square feet to the 
existing facility’s 10,000 square feet of 
space. The school serves children ages 6 
weeks to 12 years old. 512-251-6116,  
www.goddardschool.com

Closings

13 VooDoo BBQ, a New Orleans–style 
barbecue restaurant at 2601 S. I-35, 
Ste. B100, closed for business Nov. 26, 
according to a company spokesperson.  
225-926-8780,  
www.voodoobbqandgrill.com

In the News

14  The Round Rock Express announced 
Nov. 1 a 10-year renewal of the naming 
rights agreement for The Dell Diamond 
with Dell Inc. Dell has held the naming 
rights to The Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd., since its 2000 opening. The 

agreement will keep Dell’s name on the 
stadium through 2023. 512-255-2255,  
www.roundrockexpress.com

On Nov. 6, the City of Round Rock 
announced the hiring of Scot Wilkinson 
as the director of Arts and Culture. Prior 
to taking over the new position, Wilkinson 
served for seven years with the Richardson 
Symphony Ocrchestra in Richardson. 
Wilikinson will be responsible for 
implementing the city’s arts and culture 
master plan, approved by the council in 
2011. www.roundrocktexas.gov

On Dec. 1, residents in all or parts of 
Hays, Travis and Williamson counties 
will begin to transition to 10-digit dialing 
when making phone calls. The Public 
Utility Commission of Texas estimates 
that it will run out of 512 area code phone 
numbers by late 2013 and has approved 
an area code 737 overlay. From Dec. 1–
May 31, customers in affected counties 
can use either seven- or 10-digit dialing. 
Mandatory 10-digit dialing begins June 1, 
and 737 phone numbers will begin to be 
issued July 1. www.puc.texas.gov/agency/
topic_files/tx512_first_customer_notice_
eng-sp.pdf

Hutto

Now Open

15 Mac Haik PreOwned Hutto opened 
Nov. 1 at 6345 Hwy. 79. The Hutto location 
is the family-owned dealership’s 16th Texas 
location. The business specializes in the 
sale of preowned vehicles of all makes and 
models. 512-642-3355,  
www.machaikhutto.com

School Notes

Hutto High School teachers Paul 
Lister and David Kinnaman were 
recognized Nov. 20 for their work 
in organizing the annual Hutto ISD 
Veterans Day celebration. U.S. Rep. John 
Carter, R-District 31, and the City of 
Hutto presented both teachers with a 

C2 Mechanical Services owner Mike Creamer said the company is planning to expand its staff and 
services. The company specializes in commercial HVAC installation and service. 

news or questions about Round Rock or hutto? 
e-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

16

Compiled by JP Eichmiller 
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Tiff’s Treats co-owners Tiffany Taylor Chen and 
Leon Chen opened a new store in Round Rock.
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Judge Judy Schier Hobbs (left) was inducted into 
the College of Justice Court Judges in September.
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The Goddard School held a ground breaking  
Nov. 10 to commemorate its campus expansion.
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John F. McEntire, 
DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek, 
DDS

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

512-642-5994

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o mFind us on 
Facebook!

O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express

Our Gold Standards:
• Comfortable, Modern Offi ce
• Care with a Gentle Touch
• On-Time Scheduling
• Family Block Appointments
• Conservative Treatment
• Fun for Kids
• Insurance Friendly
• Monthly Payment Plans
• Emergencies Seen Promptly
• Sedation Dentistry Available

proclamation and a U.S. flag.  
512-759-3771, www.hutto.txed.net

Expansions

16 C2 Mechanical Services, a 
commercial HVAC contracting 
and services provider located at 809 
Tradesmens Park Loop, Ste. D, is planning 
to expand its operations with the addition 
of new service staff. Owner Mike Creamer 
plans to add four construction crews to the 
company between November and the first 
quarter of 2013. 221-1919,  
www.c2mech.com

17  In November, The Downtown Hall 
of Fame, 205 East St., began serving 
breakfast on Saturdays and Sundays from 
7–11 a.m. 512-642-3624,  
www.thedowntownhalloffame.com

Community Service

Judy Schier Hobbs, Precint 4 Justice of the 
Peace of Williamson County, was inducted 
as a Scholar Member into the Texas Justice 
Court Judges Association (JCJA) College 
of Justice Court Judges in September. 
Hobbs was one of six justice court judges 
in Texas to receive designation from the 
college for completing at least 60 hours of 
accredited education above the mandated 
requirement. 512-352-4159, www.wilco.org
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It keeps our property taxes down!

It builds and � xes major streets!

It pays for parks, police,
� re� ghters and the library!

To put the Hardest Working Sales Tax
in Texas to work for you!

Why Shop the Rock?

xes down!

r streets!

,
ary!

shoptherock.com
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news or questions about Pflugerville? 
e-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

iMPActS

Pflugerville

Now Open

1  PBK Stem & Stein opened Oct. 8 at 
111 E. Main St. The restaurant features 
Southern-style comfort food and offers 
customers more than 20 beers on tap and 
more than 50 choices of wine.  
512-251-3810, www.pbkstemandstein.com

2  Shoreline Boat & RV Repair opened 
Nov. 19 at 16117 Central Commerce Drive. 
The business specializes in boat and RV 
bodywork and repairs. 512-251-1200,  
www.shorelineboatandrv.com

Coming Soon

3  The Pflugerville Community 
Development Corp. hosted a ground 
breaking ceremony Nov. 15 to 
commemorate the beginning of 
construction at One Thirty Commerce 
Center, a 160-acre mixed-use development 
site located at the southwest corner of Toll 
130 and Pecan Street. According to the 

PCDC, the first scheduled development 
could be completed by July 2013.  
877-970-7232,  
www.130commercecenter.com

Relocations

4  Jeff Coleman State Farm Insurance 
relocated from 1202 FM 685, Ste. B4, to 
111 E. Main St., Ste. A, on Oct. 22. The 
business sells automotive, homeowners, 
life and business insurance policies.  
512-251-5331, www.jeffdcoleman.com

School Notes

Pflugerville ISD announced Oct. 15 that 
Brian Ernest, Kelly Lane Middle School 
principal, has been appointed as principal 
of Cele Middle School, the district’s sixth 
middle school, which is expected to open 
prior to the 2013–14 school year.  
512-594-0000, www.pflugervilleisd.net

Anniversaries

5  Toy Time, a toy shop that features 
educational, vintage and novelty toys for 
all ages, located at 101 Pecan St. W., Ste. 

B, celebrated its one-year anniversary. Co-
owners Rob and Rachel Sides opened the 
store Dec. 2, 2011. 512-990-8697,  
www.toytime.com

Expansions

6  Owner Todd Barth announced Nov. 
29 the Pfluger-Rock School of Music at 
100 W. Pflugerville Parkway, Ste. 102, is 
expanding its facilities to include a recital 
hall and recording studio. The school offers 
private and group lessons for children 
and adults on a multitude of instruments 
including piano, guitar, voice, violin, 
drums and flute. 512-989-2425,  
www.austinacademyofmusic.com

In the News

On Dec. 1, residents in all or parts of Travis 
and Williamson counties will begin to 
transition to 10-digit dialing when making 
phone calls. www.puc.texas.gov/agency/
topic_files/tx512_first_customer_notice_
eng-sp.pdf

Toy Time owners Rachel and Rob Sides celebrated 
the store’s one-year anniversary Dec. 2.

Pfluger-Rock School of Music is expanding to 
include a recital hall and recording studio.

5

6

Representatives from the Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce and the Pflugerville Community 
Development Corp. attended a ground breaking Nov. 15 for the One Thirty Commerce Center.

3

JP
 e

ic
hm

ill
er

R
eb

ec
ca

 R
o

se
c

o
ur

te
sy

 t
o

d
d

 B
ar

th

central 
commerce dr.

Continued from | 5

Compiled by JP Eichmiller

From seasonal thrills
to post-Christmas bills.
Holiday LoansSM as low as 6.49APR
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accompanied by students from hutto Middle 
School. hutto elementary School students 
are featured in the production in cameo and 
chorus roles. 7–8:30 p.m. free. hutto iSd 
Performing Arts center, 101 fM 1660, hutto. 
512-759-4541. hms.hipponation.org

15 Parents shopping day
Brushy creek Municipal utility district hosts 
a shopping day for parents. Staff entertain 
children with games, crafts, sports and a 
movie while parents get their shopping done. 
children can be dropped off for the entire time 
or just the amount of time needed. Parents 
are asked to send children with a lunch and 
a beverage. A snack is provided. Available 
for children 3 to 10 years old. Advance 
registration is required. All children must be 
potty-trained. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. $12 (member 
child), $15 (resident/nonmember child), $25 
(non-resident child). Brushy creek community 
center, 16318 great Oaks drive, Round Rock. 
512-255-7871. www.bcmud.org

Sponsored by

Dec. 8–23
By JP Eichmiller

As the live studio audience, guests watch five actors from Penfold theatre co. re-create the 
christmas classic as a radio play. guests can enjoy holiday treats including cookies and cider 
as they watch the show, which features mock radio commercials of local businesses and a 
nightly cameo role for a selected member of the audience. 

the performance is being held at Rice’s crossing Store, one of the oldest structures in 
Williamson county, which has been fully restored and provides a vintage backdrop to help 
re-create the setting of the time. the show returns after a completely sold-out run last 
holiday season, so guests are encouraged to make their reservations early. Performances last 
approximately 90 minutes.

8 p.m. (thu.-Sat.), 6 p.m. (Sundays). $20 (regular), $18 (students and seniors). Rice’s 
crossing Store at the Old Settlers Association, 3300 e. Palm valley Blvd., Round Rock.  
512-850-4849. www.penfoldtheatre.org 
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Penfold Theatre Co. is hosting a live re-creation of the classic holiday movie “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 
The performances take place at the historic Rice’s Crossing Store in Round Rock. 

‘It’s a Wonderful Life’: Live Radio Show8–9 Christmas musical
Round Rock first Baptist church hosts a 
christmas musical featuring a retelling of the 
traditional story of christmas. dec. 8 at 7 
p.m.; dec. 9 at 9:45 a.m., 11 a.m., 6 p.m. free. 
Round Rock first Baptist church, 306 Round 
Rock Ave., Round Rock. 512-255-3454.  
www.fbcrr.org

8–9 Drive-thru luminary
the immanuel lutheran church hosts a 
christmas event for visitors to enjoy from their 
vehicles. the drive-thru celebration features 
at least nine live scenes with characters, 
animals and sound depicting the christmas 
story. 6:30–8:30 p.m. free. immanuel lutheran 
church parking lot, 500 immanuel Road, 
Pflugerville. 512-251-4494. www.ilcpville.org

10–11 Winter concert 
the hutto Middle School band presents a 
holiday concert featuring traditional and new 
music selections. family and friends are 
invited to attend. 7–8 p.m. free. hutto iSd 
Performing Arts center, 101 fM 685, hutto. 
512-759-4541. hms.hipponation.org

11 12 Gifts of Christmas 
this one-night 
event brings the 
season to life 
with the help of 
storytellers, award-
winning musicians, 
a comedian and a 
master illusionist. 
captured live 
from the “12 gifts 
tour” and hosted by 
tv personality and “facts of life” star lisa 
Whelchel, the christian event features musical 
performances from grammy Award winners 
Steven curtis chapman and laura Story. 
Speakers Patsy clairmont, luci Swindoll, 
Marilyn Meberg, Mary Beth chapman and 
comedian Anita Renfroe share personal 
stories, inspirational words and holiday humor. 
7:30–9:45 p.m. $13 (children), $14 (seniors), 
$15 (adults). cinemark tinseltown uSA, 15436 
fM 1825, Pflugerville. 512-989-8535.  
www.fathomevents.com

11 Cardiac support group
Seton Medical center Williamson hosts 
a cardiac support group. guest speakers 
provide information for those who wish to 
learn how to prevent, treat or reverse cardiac 
disease. 9:30–11 a.m. free. Seton Medical 
center Williamson, 301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 
203, Round Rock. 512-324-4000, ext. 21828. 
www.seton.net

 

Worth the trip
12–16 Cirque du Soleil presents 
‘Saltimbanco’
“Saltimbanco” is cirque du Soleil’s longest-
running touring show. it features acrobatics, 
trapeze, juggling, clowns, music, humor 
and more entertainment for the whole family 

performed by a cast of 50 artists in colorful 
costumes and makeup hailing from 20 different 
nations. Wed.–fri. 7:30 p.m., Sat. 3:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m., Sun. 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. $32–$100 
plus fees and parking. cedar Park center, 2100 
Avenue of the Stars, cedar Park. 800-245-3000. 
www.cedarparkcenter.com

12 Holiday potluck
the AARP Baca center club hosts a lunch 
with entertainment provided by the Baca 
center firecrackers. Attendees are asked to 
bring a covered dish or dessert to share.  
1–2 p.m. free. Baca center, 301 W. Bagdad 
Ave., Round Rock. 512-966-1287.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

13 Real estate career night
A free career seminar is available for 
individuals interested in learning about careers 
in real estate. champions School of Real 
estate career nights provide information and 
advice about real estate careers. 6–7:30 p.m. 
free. champions School of Real estate, 3203 
S. i-35, Ste. 520, Round Rock. 512-244-3545. 
www.championsschool.com

14 Holidays at Heritage Park
Start a new family tradition and revisit 
christmas days from the past at holidays at 
heritage Park. the event offers choirs, hot 
chocolate and cookies, children’s arts and 
crafts, a hayride, and free pictures with Santa. 
6–9 p.m. free. heritage Park, 901 Old Austin 
hutto Road, Pflugerville. 512-990-6350.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov

14 ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ 
the hutto high School theater performs 
lead roles in “Jack and the Beanstalk,” 

December
6–15 Pflugerville Fire Department 
annual food drive
donations of nonperishable food items and 
monetary gifts are being accepted in support 
of local food banks. gifts of money and food 
can be dropped off at any of the district’s four 
fire stations in the food bins located at the 
front doors of the station. 203 e. Pecan St., 
Pflugerville. 512-251-2801.  
www.pflugervillefire.gov  

6 Dickens Day celebration
enjoy holiday refreshments while making 
traditional christmas crackers and listening 
to carols sung by Pflugerville high School’s 
Yuletide Singers. 4:30–5:30 p.m. free. 
Pflugerville community library, 102 10th St., 
Pflugerville. 512-251-9185.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov/library

7–15 ‘A Christmas Carol’
Sam Bass theater presents charles 
dickens’ “A christmas carol” adapted by 
Phil grecian for the stage. the classic story 
tells of ebenezer Scrooge’s ideological, 
ethical and emotional transformation after 
the supernatural visits of Jacob Marley and 
the ghosts of christmas Past, Present, 
and future. 8 p.m. (thu.–Sat.), 2 p.m. 
(Sundays). $15 (students, seniors, military and 
educators), $18 (adults). Memorial Park,  
600 lee St., Round Rock. 512-244-0440.  
www.sambasstheatre.org

7 Winter Wonderland Festival
families are invited to enjoy holiday treats and 
crafts at the kids ‘R’ kids Winter Wonderland 
festival. children can sit on Santa’s knee 
and share their holiday wishes, and the Pre-k 
classes sing their favorite holiday songs. 7– 
8 p.m. free. kids ‘R’ kids, 15111 Avery Ranch 
Blvd., Austin. 512-218-9669.  
www.krkaustin.com.  
sugandha007@yahoo.com

7 Silly stories with Miss Dorothy
Babyearth, an Austin-based baby products 
retailer, hosts a toddler’s story time featuring 
readings by local storyteller Miss dorothy. 
10–11 a.m. free. Babyearth, 106 e. Old 
Settlers Blvd., Ste. d-100, Round Rock.  
512-600-7050. www.babyearth.com

Worth the trip
8 Trout fishing derby
enjoy a day of fishing and win prizes for 
any trout caught. Registration is required 
to win prizes. fishing permits are required 
for participants age 17 and older. Bait and 
drinks are available at the event. donations of 
fishing equipment are needed for participants, 
and prizes and sponsorships are available. 
7–10:30 a.m. $3. San gabriel Park, 1003 n. 
Austin Ave., georgetown. 512-930-3595. 
www.events.georgetown.org/fishing-derby

8 Downtown holiday stroll/sidewalk sale
the Pflugerville downtown Association hosts 
a pedestrian shopping event featuring local 
businesses. get some last-minute shopping 
done, visit with shop owners or explore 
downtown with friends and family. the stroll 
and sidewalk sale leads up to the annual 
holiday parade at 5:30 p.m. on Main Street. 
Street vendors feature arts, crafts and foods. 
downtown shops are open for business 
as well. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. free. downtown 
Pflugerville, Pecan Street between first and 
fifth streets, Pflugerville. 512-990-8697.  
www.pfdowntown.com

Online Calendar
Find more or submit Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto 
events at www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com.

To have Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto events considered 
for the print edition, they must be submitted by the second 
Friday of the month prior to the month they take place.
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Live music in December

BigShotz Neighborhood Bar
399 W. Louis Henna Blvd., Round Rock
512-388-5050, www.bigshotzbar.com
First Friday eddie Peery and Xavier Ortiz
Second Friday Mike Jones
Third Friday Michael goodrich
Fourth Friday guest artist (tBA)

The Downtown Hall of Fame
205 East St., Hutto 
512-642-3624,  
www.thedowntownhalloffame.com 
live music every night and karaoke on
tuesdays, call for full schedule
Dec. 15 One year anniversary party
18  PB Max

The Edge of Town Saloon & Grill 
15601 Vision Drive, Pflugerville 
512-251-9358 
Wednesdays Pete Benz
Dec. 7 chris Manning
14  Pennock
29  Jul and the chrome Wheels

El Rincon 
200 Pecan St. E., Pflugerville
512-990-0250, www.elrincon.biz
live music every friday

Hanovers Draught Haus
108 E. Main St., Pflugerville

512-670-9617, www.hanoversaustin.com
Tuesdays Open mic
Wednesdays and Thursdays karaoke
Dec. 7 Suede
8  American gypsy, the Weathermen
14  Susan Arbuckle Band, Patrice Pike
15  the nevermind Project, honey creeper, 

Oak is keeping

Junior’s Grill & Icehouse
119 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-310-7777,  
www.juniorsgrillroundrock.com,
www.myspace.com/juniorsroundrock
live music every Wednesday, thursday,
friday and Saturday 

Roadhouse Bar & Grill
1103 Wonder Drive, Round Rock 
512-218-0813
Wednesdays and Saturdays karaoke
Thursdays Open mic with MoJo
Fridays live music

Star Co. Coffeehouse & Cafe
114 E. Main St., Round Rock
512-401-3811, www.starcocoffee.com
Dec. 6 tons of fun
7  Arrowhead Republic
8  david and laura Meeker
14  Annie and kate
15  Alan lemke
20  Second line Jazz Band

15 Christmas concert
Saint William catholic church in Round Rock 
hosts a christmas concert featuring the Saint 
William choirs and the Williamson county 
Symphony Orchestra. 7:30–9 p.m. free. Saint 
William catholic church, 620 Round Rock West 
drive, Round Rock. 512-600-8175.  
www.saintwilliams.org

16 Benefit concert
first united Methodist church hosts a 
christmas choral concert featuring traditional 
holiday music and hymns. donations are 
appreciated and benefit faith in Action Senior 
Access transportation services. 7 p.m. free. 
first united Methodist church 1004 n. Mays 
St., Round Rock. 512-310-1060.  
www.fiasenioraccess.org   

17 Holiday ornament craft night
Pflugerville Public library hosts an adult craft 
night to make holiday ornaments. All materials 
are provided while supplies last. 6:30–7:30 p.m. 
free. Pflugerville community library, 102 10th 
St., Pflugerville. 512-251-9185.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov/library

19 Holiday luncheon
Williamson-Burnet county Opportunities 
hosts a holiday luncheon for its members at 
the Baca center. Advance sign-up is required. 
11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. $2 (WBcO clients), $6 (non-
clients). Baca center, 301 W. Bagdad Ave., 
Round Rock. 512-255-4570.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Worth the trip
Dec. 24–Jan. 6 Ice skating at 
Whole Foods
ice skating for all ages at Whole foods Market 
is available until Jan. 6. Mon.–Sun. 11 a.m– 
8 p.m. $10 per hour. Whole foods Market, 525 
n. lamar Blvd., Austin. 512-476-1206.  
www.wholefoodmarket.com

24 Festival choir Christmas (midnight 
Mass)
Saint William catholic church hosts a choir 
performance during midnight Mass featuring 
performances of traditional christmas songs. 
Midnight. free. Saint William catholic church, 
620 Round Rock West drive, Round Rock.  
512-600-8182. www.saintwilliams.org

26–28 Holiday winter camp 
extravaganza
the little gym of Round Rock hosts a holiday 
camp featuring games and more. each three-
hour camp incorporates a theme such as 
karate, sports, dance or cheer. A 10 percent 
discount is offered for siblings. 9 a.m.–noon. 
$30 (member), $35 (nonmember). the little 
gym of Round Rock, 3203 S. i-35, Ste. 590, 
Round Rock. 512-687-4141.  
www.tlgroundrocktx.com

26–28 Holiday camp
YMcA of greater Williamson county is holding 
a holiday camp during the winter school break. 
the camp is offered at YMcA camp twin 
lakes in cedar Park, school sites throughout 
Williamson county, and Y branches in Round 
Rock and taylor. Students make arts and 
crafts, and participate in adventure activities, 
games and more. licensed child care is 
available at RRiSd sites. financial assistance is 
available for those who qualify. 7 a.m.– 
6:30 p.m. $30 per child per day (YMcA 
members); $40 per child per day 
(nonmembers). 1812 n. Mays St., Round Rock. 
512-246-9622. www.ymcagwc.org

January 
1 Pfreeze Pflop
Start the new year with a cool dip in the Scott 
Mentzer Pool. 10 a.m. Admission free with a 
canned food item. 901 Old Austin hutto Road, 
Pflugerville. 512-990-6355.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov

512.GO.STARS
TEXASSTARSHOCKEY.COM

Holiday Packs On Sale! $99Holiday Packs On Sale! $99

12.07.12 12.08.12
FAMILY

4-PACK NIGHT

01.05.13 01.06.13
FAMILY
4-PACK NIGHT

FAMILY
4-PACK

12.29.12FAMILY
4-PACK
NIGHT

12.19.12

 NIGHT

12.27.12  NIGHT

$3 BEER
NIGHT!

$3 BEERS!

PINK IN THE RINK WEEKEND
PRESENTED BY

01.11.13 01.12.13

  PINK IN THE RINK
     PUCK GIVEAWAY
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citY And cOuntY

New incentives packages 
offered to companies

Travis County Commissioners Court 
approved a new policy Nov. 27 for offering 
tax abatements to eligible companies to 
encourage economic development.

For a company to be eligible for a base 
incentive, it must plan to invest at least  
$25 million in new construction and create 
at least 100 full-time, nonseasonal jobs. 
The company must also have a human 
resources benefits policy and build in cer-
tain areas of the county.

In addition, the company must pay 
employees an hourly wage that equals or 
exceeds the established minimum wage. 

If those conditions are met, the county 
may grant the company a base incentive—
a tax abatement of up to 45 percent of its 
property taxes.

From there, the company can earn addi-
tional incentives for meeting goals for job 
creation, eco-friendly buildings and hiring 
economically disadvantaged employees.

Commissioner Ron Davis voiced his 
support for the policy and said the court 
needed to move forward with it.

Commissioner Sarah Eckhardt called 
the policy “tightly written” and said it sets 
the bar high for companies that wish to 
receive incentives from the county.

“This is not for every company that 
moves here,” she said. 

City breaks ground on new $14.5M Indoor Sports Complex
The City of Round Rock held an official 

ground breaking ceremony Nov. 27 to 
commemorate the beginning of construc-
tion on the city’s $14.5 million Indoor 
Sports Complex. 

Sports Complex General Manager Chad 
McDowell said construction was scheduled 
to begin at the site Dec. 3. Located at 2400 
Chisholm Trail, the Indoor Sports Com-
plex will house 81,500 square feet of total 
space and enough floor space to occupy six 
basketball courts or 11 volleyball courts 
at one time, McDowell said. City officials 
hope the site will become a destination 
attraction for sports tournaments with 
participants from throughout the nation.

“We are targeting basketball, volleyball, 
pickleball, cheerlead-
ing and gymnastics 
events,” McDowell 
said. “The main pur-
pose is to bring in the 
players and put heads 
in the beds in hotels.”

The Sports Com-
plex gained funding 
through a November 
2011 voter-approved 
2 percent Hotel 
Occupancy Tax rate 
increase that will be 

used to pay off $7.8 million in bonds issued 
by City Council in January 2012. The 
remaining balance of the project will be 
paid from the city’s general fund. 

“What’s unique about this project is it 
took not only voter approval, but the hotels 
had to agree to raise their occupancy tax  
2 percent,” Round Rock City Manager 
Steve Norwood said at the ground break-
ing. “This project has been long coming, 
and I think this represents economic devel-
opment in its purest form.”

On Nov. 20, City Council approved a 
maximum price agreement of $14,527,295 
with Chasco Constructors for the cost of 
the project. Chasco has 365 days to com-
plete the project once construction begins. 

Round Rock

Travis County

  Hutto City Council
401 W. front St., hutto 
512-759-4033, www.huttotx.gov 
First and third Thursday, 7 p.m.

  Pflugerville City Council
100 e. Main St., Pflugerville
512-990-6101
Replays at www.cityofpflugerville.com 
Second and fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.

  Round Rock City Council
216 e. Main St., Round Rock
512-218-5401, replays at  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/replay 
Second and fourth Thursday, 7 p.m.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., georgetown 
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin 
512-854-9555, www.traviscounty.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Meetings

For instant coverage of meetings,  
follow us on Twitter @impactnews_rph

VISIT ONE OF OUR 
T W O  L O C AT I O N S

   KARAVEL SHOES (CENTRAL AUSTIN)
    5525 BURNET ROAD
    (512) 459-7603

       KARAVEL SHOES (SOUTH AUSTIN)
       SOUTHPARK MEADOWS SHOPPING CENTER
       (NEXT TO SAM’S CLUB)
       9900 S. IH-35, P-150
       (512) 615-9000

BIRMINGHAM PENNY LOAFERSCULPTURED MJ

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated

1912 West Pecan Street
Ste A-103
Pfl ugerville, Tx 78660
www.brightsmilestexas.com
se habla espanol

Drs. Robert and Kristen Hendricks and family

I-35

Fun Family Dentistry 
For All Ages

Most major insurances accepted.

Accepting new patients. Adults 
and children beginning at 6m of 

age are welcome!

Playroom for children and TVs in 
every room.
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Round Rock City Council members celebrate the ground breaking of the 
city’s planned 81,500-square-foot Indoor Sports Complex on Nov. 27. 



impactnews.com • December 2012 | NEWS | 11

Compiled by JP Eichmiller, Korri Kezar and Beth Wade

HEDC executive director resigns position
Scott Martinez, Hutto Economic 

Development Corp. executive director, 
announced Nov. 27 that he would be 
leaving his post at the end of December to 
become president of the North Louisiana 
Economic Partnership.

Martinez will take over the position 
Jan. 2. The NLEP covers a large portion of 
northern Louisiana, including the cities of 
Shreveport and Monroe.

“[Hutto] is a wonderful community with 
wonderful people,” Martinez said. “I can’t 
say enough superlatives about how positive 
my experience in Hutto has been.”

During his five-year tenure with the 
Hutto EDC, Martinez helped bring the 
East Williamson County Higher Educa-
tion Center to Hutto.

“Scott’s leadership has resulted in many 
awards and accolades for the Hutto EDC 
as well as its organizational accreditation,” 
Hutto EDC board President Mario Perez 
said in a statement. “He was a key person 
in bringing Temple College and Texas State 
Technical College to Hutto.”

Martinez 
said his involve-
ment with the 
higher education 
center was one 
of the highlights 
of his time in 
Hutto, along 
with creating an 
environment for 
collaboration 
among various entities in the city.

“That project will be the most impactful 
of any project I’ve been involved with in 
my career,” he said. “The thing I’m most 
proud of in my last five years is the change 
in attitudes. People work together well 
now. They’ve really built a culture of inclu-
siveness and collaboration here that you 
don’t find in a lot of other communities.”

According to a news release, Hutto EDC 
officials will develop a transition plan dur-
ing December. 

“It’s my goal to make sure Hutto [has] a 
smooth transition,” Martinez said.

Hutto

Peña takes over vacated 
City Council Place 3 seat

Pflugerville City Council welcomed its 
newest member Nov. 19 when Omar Peña 
was sworn into office at a public ceremony 
at the Pflugerville Justice Center.

Peña took over the Place 3 seat previ-
ously held by Darelle White, who did not 
seek re-election. Peña won the Nov. 6 
election by taking more than 56 percent 
of the vote in a three-person race against 
opponents Tom Anker and David Prout. 

“There is a lot of work to do and a lot 
coming up that we are going to have to 
work on,” Peña said. 

Peña is a business development group 
leader for IBM and also serves as chairman 
of the Pflugerville Economic Development 
Corp.—a position he plans to retain as he 
serves on the council. The PCDC works to 
secure development deals with companies 

in Pflugerville by negotiating incentive 
packages and tax deals. 

“I have already had a good relationship 
with the City Council,” Peña said. “The 
City Council has done a great job.”

Incumbent Mayor Pro Tem Victor 
Gonzales was also sworn in at the Nov. 19 
ceremony. Gonzales ran unopposed for the 
Place 5 seat. 

Pflugerville

Williamson County

County studies feasibility of 
funding new veterans court

The Williamson County Mental Health 
Task Force has formed a subcommittee to 
research the feasability of establishing a 
county veterans court.

 In 2009, the Texas Legislature passed 
bills authorizing counties to establish 
courts for military veterans at their own 
discretion, according to a report by the 
Texas Indigent Defense Commission. Since 
taking effect Sept. 29, 2009, 12 of Texas’ 
254 counties have taken advantage of the 

bill’s provision, including Bexar, Dal-
las, Denton, El Paso, Guadalupe, Harris, 
Hidalgo, Tarrant and Travis counties.

The issue was introduced to the Wil-
liamson County Commissioners Court at 
its Oct. 9 meeting. The court discussed the 
feasibility of instituting a veterans court 
and the impact separate proceedings could 
have on other courts.

Funding was another issue brought up at 
the meeting. 

“Would we be better off doing [a vet-
erans court] in a different way?” County 
Commissioner Lisa Birkman said. 

Meet Garret Gunderson, author of the best selling 

book Killing Sacred Cows. Learn about 

SOUL PURPOSE, and get motivated 

and inspired to live a life worth living. 

Sponsored by TIC (Together in 

Chiropractic) all proceeds go to the 

YMCA Strong Kid’s Campaign. 

The cost is $25. Please RSVP to 

drrock@rockchiro.com.

or of the best s

Wednesday, December 12th 2012 at 7:30pm and 
will be held at beautiful Cimarron Hills Golf 

and Country Club in Georgetown, TX. 

Please join us for this unique opportunity.

Serving Forest Creek and
surrounding areas for over 9 years.

Superior Medical Care for 
Adults, Babies and Children

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

SSanSanSanSanSanSanSanddddradradradradradra EsEsEsparparparza,aaza,za, MDMDMDMD RamRamRamon Esparza, MD

79

Gattis School Rd.
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Serving FoFoorest CC ek andServing FFFFFoFoorest CCrereeek and
“Let our family treat your family.”

R

(512) 310-9700(( )
1750 Red Bud Lane

Round Rock, TX 78664Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

Specializing in Pediatrics
and Family Practice.

Pediatric Healthcare, Physicals, 
Women’s Healthcare, Immunizations 

and Urgent Illness

FLU SHOTS now available.

Se habla espanol

Private lessons for 

Piano • Guitar • Voice • Violin • Flute • Drums
Family friendly • Ages 7 through adult • Beginners Welcome!

All styles of music, university trained teachers, recitals, on site desk staff, clean studios.

Our new recital hall and recording studio opens in December!

GROUP GUITAR CLASSES STARTING IN JANUARY!

www.austinacademyofmusic.comwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

Locally owned 

since 2000

Private lessons for

Learn to play 
a musical 

instrument!

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS
Two locations convenient to Pflugerville, 
Round Rock, and North Austin, Hutto

Pfluger-Rock School Of Music 
100 W Pflugerville Pkwy 
989-2425 
Call our 24hr recorded info line (option # 2)

Northwest School Of Music 
8863 Anderson Mill Rd  
258-9785

Scott Martinez
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Omar Peña (right) was sworn in as Pflugerville’s 
newest City Council member Nov. 19. Peña takes 
over the Place 3 seat vacated by Darelle White.
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FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric 
Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. 
As a courtesy, we will � le 
primary insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art 
facility, gaming arcade, and 
movies while you wait.

• Specializing in special needs 
patients of all ages.

• In o�  ce sedation and 
hospital privileges.

Visit our facebook page for more details! facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

Dr. Bain hopes you and your family have a great and safe 
holiday season. Don’t forget to take advantage of your 

bene� ts before they expire at the end of the year!

Like us on facebook! 

Pflugerville Dermatology
302 North Heatherwilde Blvd. Suite 200
Pflugerville Texas 78660 
P: 512 252 3700  •  atxderm.com

The Perfect Holiday Stocking Stuffers
For Her or Treat yourself!

••• for every budget •••

$50
LactiCleanse Cleanser + TeaDerma Antioxidant Toner Pads
Or 1 Diamond Microdermabrasion + LactiCleanse Cleanser.

$75
Nectifirm Neck Tightening Gel

+ LactiCleanse Cleanser Or Express Facial + LactiCleanse Cleanser.

$100
Clarisonic Mia Skin Care Brush Or European 

Facial + Brow Waxing.

Laser Hair Removal Packages Bikini 
Line OR Underarm For Only $225!

Our
Most
Popular

& 
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o

o

o

o

o

o

o

1 To qualify for the plush pony, customer must be a new Wells Fargo consumer or business checking customer, open and fund a new eligible Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or Wells Fargo Business Services® Package checking account with a $100 minimum opening deposit. All Wells Fargo 
Checking Packages® and Wells Fargo Business Services Packages are eligible for this offer. See banker for checking package details. Offer valid from 11/16/12 through 12/31/12 only, or while supplies last, and cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one plush pony per customer. Customer will 
receive the plush pony at the time of opening and funding the new Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or Wells Fargo Business Services Package checking account. Offer is only available at participating Wells Fargo banking locations. Offer not available in CT, NY, NJ, PA and DE. Wells Fargo 
team members are not eligible for this offer.

2 To qualify for the plush pony, a new Wells Fargo consumer or business checking customer must present a referral card (photocopies cannot be accepted) and open a new eligible Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or Wells Fargo Business Services Package checking account with a $100 
minimum opening deposit. All Wells Fargo Checking Packages and Wells Fargo Business Services Packages are eligible for this offer. See banker for checking package details. Offer valid from 11/16/2012 through 12/31/2012 only, or while supplies last, and cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit 
one plush pony per customer. Referring customer must be an existing Wells Fargo consumer or business checking customer. If all eligibility requirements are met, new customer will receive a plush pony at the time of opening and funding the new Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or 
Wells Fargo Business Services Package checking account, and the referring customer will be contacted within 30 days to make arrangements to receive a plush pony. All accounts must be funded during promotional period. Offer is only available at participating Wells Fargo banking locations. Offer not 
available in CT, NY, NJ, PA and DE. Wells Fargo team members are not eligible for this offer. 
Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 
© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Materials expire on 12/31/12. (742098_06840)

Meet Mack, the new Wells Fargo pony 
commemorating our 160-year history

It’s pony time!

742098_06840

10" x 6.04"

4C

For a limited time, we’re offering two ways to take Mack home 
for yourself, or give him to someone special. Simply open a 
Wells Fargo Checking Package® 1, or refer a friend to open one2.

Enjoy the services and convenience of our checking packages 
to help you manage your money throughout the year.

Please visit your local Wells Fargo to learn more.

742098_06840 10x6.04 4c.indd   1 10/30/12   1:54 PM
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Pflugerville ISD: 
Redistricting
Continued from | 1
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Neighborhoods changing schools to attend Cele Middle School:

Avalon

Bella Vista at Cottonwood Creek

Blackhawk Park (undeveloped areas)

Bluebonnet Acres

Boulder Ridge

Cambridge Estates

Cambridge Villa Apartments

Dessau Estates

Gatlinburg

Lakeside at Blackhawk (undeveloped areas)

Magnolia Ranch Estates

McShepard Ranch

Mountain Creek Estates

Pflugerville Estates

Retreat at Blackhawk

Retreat at Westcreek

Rolling Meadows

Rowe Lane Estates

Village of Hidden Lake

Neighborhoods changing schools 
to attend Dessau Middle School: 

Meadow Pointe 
Wildflower

Neighborhoods changing schools 
to attend Kelly Lane Middle School: 

Mansions at Stone Hill Apartments

Westchester Park 

Westchester Woods Apartments

Cele Middle School

Dessau Middle School

Kelly Lane Middle School 

Park Crest Middle School 

Pflugerville Middle School

Westview Middle School

Redrawing 
the lines

of Cele Middle School, those 
schools, along with Westview 
Middle School,   will see their 
enrollment numbers drop for the 
2013–14 school year. 

Redistricting, however, is not as 
simple as shifting lines on a map 
to even out enrollment numbers. 
For district officials, it’s a matter of 
balancing school capacities with 
population demands and growth 
projections. For parents and stu-
dents, it can be an emotional pro-
cess that often ends with children 
changing schools and neighbor-
hoods divided. 

“There’s always 
a bit of trepidation 
when you’re tell-
ing 800 students 
they’re going to 
be in a different 
school,” said PISD 
Deputy Superin-
tendent Troy Gal-
low. “Any time 
you make boundary adjustments, 
you’re not going to make every-
one happy.”

Dividing the district
PISD officials began unveiling 

redistricting plans to the public in 
September. Parents of impacted 
students received letters invit-
ing them to community forums 
where the redrawn maps would 
be discussed and questions would 
be answered by district officials. 

“We view ourselves as partners 
in the education of the students,” 
Brim said. “We want to hear from 
parents and have everyone’s best 
thinking whenever we are making 
decisions that impact students.” 

Predictably, many of the par-
ents affected by the redistrict-
ing changes were unhappy with 
the plan. Parents of Rowe Lane 
Elementary School students, for 
example, discovered that many 

of the students previously on 
track to attend Kelly Lane Middle 
School would be diverted to the 
new Cele Middle School. 

“Middle school is hard enough,” 
said Jennifer Rees, a mother of a 
fifth-grade Rowe Lane student. 
“We want our kids to be able to 
maintain the friendships with 
their neighbors and classmates 
we’ve worked so hard to build 
over the years.”

The new Cele Middle School 
boundary is being carved out of 
areas formerly served by Kelly 
Lane and Dessau middle schools. 
PISD is also altering the bound-
aries of Westview and Park Crest 

middle schools. 
“All along, we 

had thought we 
would go to Kelly 
Lane,” said Tamara 
Freeman, whose 
fifth-grade son 
attends Rowe Lane. 
“But now all of a 
sudden we’re split 
up and moved over 

to Cele. It’s like we have to start 
all over again. We’re being sepa-
rated.” 

After gathering community 
feedback, the district agreed 
to alter changes affecting the 
Blackhawk Park and Lakeside at 
Blackhawk neighborhoods and 
keep them within the Kelly Lane 
boundaries. Future developments 
of those neighborhoods, however, 
will be incorporated within Cele’s 
boundaries. 

PISD board of trustees member 
Cynthia Graves offered the lone 
dissenting vote against the final 
redistricting plan.

“I did it just as a matter of prin-
ciple,” Graves said. “My position 
is I didn’t agree with the change, 
because of what it does socially to 
children. When a kid has a friend 
and they split, and then they have 
to form new friendships ... I want 
to minimize the transitions.”

Population shift
The new redistricting plan 

is designed to alleviate current 
capacity strains as well as future 
growth, Brim said. As Pfluger-
ville’s population expands farther 
east, district officials say they 
want to be proactive in dealing 
with rising student populations. 

“We foresee continued, sus-
tained growth throughout the 
[eastern] region,” Brim said. “Cele 
was built to plan for that growth, 

and to meet those expectations 
and demands across the district.”

Cele will join Kelly Lane next 
year as the second PISD middle 
school located east of Toll 130. 
All six of the district’s schools 
built during the past 12 years 
were designed to serve areas east 
of Toll 130. PISD officials have 
also been aggressively search-
ing for land in the area to add a 
fourth district high school and 
another elementary school on 

land east of the toll road. 
“We’re looking at going from 

about 23,000 students right now 
to about 40,000 by the time 
[Pflugerville] is built out in the 
next 25 years,” Gallow said. 
“That’s going to create some 
growing pains for us.”

Approximately 800 PISD 
students residing within the 
Dessau, Kelly Lane, Park Crest 
and Westview middle school 
boundaries are being shifted 
to new schools prior to the 
2013–14 school year. 

Map not to scale

Middle School

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 

PISDKeyword Search

Source: Pflugerville iSd

Round Rock Christian Academy
301-A North Lake Creek Drive  |  Round Rock, TX

512-255-4491  |  www.rrca-tx.org
Please call 

(512)255-4491 
to schedule a tour

NEW FAMILY PREVIEW DAY   

“There’s always a bit of 
trepidation when you’re 
telling 800 students 
they’re going to be in a 
different school,” 

—Troy Gallow, PISD 
Deputy Superintendent
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501 Canyon Ridge Drive | 512.339.ZEDS (9337) | www.zeds.bz

A New Year’s Eve prix fixe dinner starts at 
5 p.m. with a toast at midnight.

HOLIDAY GIFT CARD OFFER 
Receive a $5 gift certificate for every 
$25 gift certificate purchased.

ZED’S. It’S YouR PlACE.

IT’S YOuR PLACE to

celebrate
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University Blvd.

The most recognizable feature of the diverging diamond interchange is 
the crosspoints to be installed at both sides of the University Boulevard 
overpass. These crosspoints will divert traffic to the left side of the road, 
allowing for more uninterrupted traffic flow onto and off of the interstate. 
New traffic signals at the crosspoints will regulate the flow of traffic in 
both directions as well as the traffic exiting I-35 frontage roads. 

Eastbound University Boulevard traffic planning to turn south onto I-35 
will enter a dedicated lane that connects to a frontage road prior to 
entering the intersection. The same applies for westbound traffic turning 
onto northbound I-35.

Eastbound University Boulevard traffic wishing to head north on I-35 will 
move to the left lane before entering the intersection. Once the cars pass 
through the crosspoint, they will merge onto the existing U-turn bridge 
and divert onto the northbound I-35 frontage road, where they will have 
a dedicated lane that prevents merging backups. The same principle 
applies for westbound traffic planning to head south on I-35, with the 
exception that those cars will have two lanes from which to exit and will 
not have to merge onto a U-turn bridge. Signs and street markings will 
direct drivers to the proper lanes.

I-35 and  
University Boulevard:  
Current and projected conditions
•	 34,000-car weekday daily traffic average

•	 22,000-car Saturday daily traffic average

•	 6,000 vehicles during weekday evening peak

•	 Evening peak travel time from Sunrise  
Road to I-35 is more than seven minutes

•	 45 percent projected annual increase in delay  
by 2014 (without DDI)

•	 169 percent annual projected increase in 
delay by 2020 (without DDI)

Sources: txdOt, Missouri department of transportation, utah department of transportation, city of Round Rock

Eastbound University Boulevard traffic wishing to continue across the overpass 
will move to either of the two right-hand lanes and continue through both 
crosspoints. The same applies for westbound traffic. 

Traffic exiting the northbound I-35 frontage road will be diverted onto east-or 
westbound University Boulevard. Traffic heading in either direction will be able to 
merge onto University Boulevard without crossing traffic coming from the oppo-
site direction. Southbound I-35 frontage road traffic will operate in the same way.

TxDOT plans to build a collector/distributor section of southbound I-35 frontage 
road that allows traffic on the frontage road to travel underneath the intersection 
unimpeded. A northbound collector/distributor already exists. 
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Proposed concrete raised medians

Proposed concrete sidewalk

Proposed pavement widening

Annual cumulative vehicle delay 
hours at University Boulevard 
and I-35 intersection:

Cost comparison: $
With current 
configuration With DDI

Delay savings and cost benefits
According to TxDOT estimates, traffic at the University Boulevard and 
I-35 intersection will more than double during the coming decade. The 
department believes construction of a diverging diamond interchange 
intersection is the most cost-effective and efficient option for reducing 
traffic congestion.

Bridge widening and  
additional left-turn lanes:

$40 million–$60 million

DDI: $4 million

2014
559,000

157,000

2020
1,036,000

304,000

2012
385,000

HO
UR

S

DIvergIng    DIAMOnD
Round Rock’s

InterChAnge
Where: University Boulevard overpass of I-35  

When: Estimated to begin early 2014
How long: 12-month estimated construction period 
Cost: $4 million estimated total (funded by TxDOT)

vs.

the state’s 100 most-congested roadways, 
Bishop said.

“We’ve been looking at this with Round 
Rock and Williamson County for about 18 
months,” Bishop said. “The goal here is to 
deal with the rapid growth, and this is an 
alternative that allows more traffic to flow 
because it simplifies the signal times that 
are required—it cuts the delay. … Based on 
the [vehicle] traffic patterns, this is the way 
it should go.”

According to TxDOT engineering stud-
ies, the design of the interchange is espe-
cially helpful with moving the flow of left-
turn traffic—a major source of the backup 
at the intersection.

“The big benefit to [DDIs] is by switch-
ing traffic to the opposite direction, you 
free up [left turns],” Round Rock Transpor-
tation Director Gary Hudder said. “When 
you have very crowded intersections like 
[University Boulevard] is, the big con-
flicting movement that causes most of the 
delays is the left turns, because those have 
to be cycled into a signal. 

Interchange
Continued from | 1

“When you remove that … there is no 
further contact on the left turns, and it 
flushes out a tremendous amount of traffic 
in a hurry.”

Pattern of success
The first domestic DDI opened in June 

2009 in Springfield, Mo., and the idea has 
since caught on with several states’ highway 
departments.

“They have worked very well,” said Bob 
Brendel, Missouri Department of Trans-
portation special assignments coordinator. 
“Not to say there wasn’t a little skepticism 
when they were first proposed. But as we 
have built some and put them in operation 
… the public has accepted them very well, 
they understand them now, and there is 
probably a cry to build more.”

The success of the DDI in reducing traf-
fic congestion in Missouri has caught the 
attention of other state highway transpor-
tation departments. 

In the past several years, DDIs have been 
installed at major highway intersections 
in Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, Nevada, 
Tennessee, Utah and New York.

“There’s only 15 to 18 [DDIs] in this 

country, and [Round Rock] is a perfect 
place to put one,” Bishop said. “When 
funding comes ... you are talking about a 
12 month [construction] turn-around for 
the whole thing—for a 75 percent improve-
ment in traffic flow.”

Cost benefit
Aside from increasing the flow of traf-

fic along University Boulevard, the other 
major benefits cited by transportation offi-
cials is the relatively low cost of installing 
a DDI versus more conventional enhance-
ments such as bridge and road widening.

“We think it is a great design,” Hudder 
said. “We think it will offer a lot of help 
with an area that is very congested. And 
obviously TxDOT doesn’t have tens of mil-
lions [of dollars] to throw at alternatives.

“The two alternatives are: don’t do any-
thing—which obviously isn’t going to work. 
… The other is to completely restructure 
the overpass … and TxDOT is never going 
to come to the table with that.”

Bishop estimated the cost of expanding 
the University Boulevard overpass at more 
than $40 million, versus approximately  
$4 million to install the DDI, which does 

not require road widening.
“The best  solution for the least amount of 

money … is the [DDI],” said Chad Wood, 
Round Rock city traffic engineer. “The con-
ventional intersection improvement would 
be to widen the bridge twice as wide as it 
is now and have three or four lanes in each 
direction so that you have all these lanes for 
left turns. But that isn’t going to give you 
as much improvement as the DDI, and it 
is going to cost a lot more. It will cost 10 
times more and probably not give you even 
80 percent of the improvement.”

Bishop said TxDOT plans to host public 
meetings this winter to introduce the DDI 
concept to the public. 

“When TxDOT takes on a project with 
this degree of enthusiasm and effort, they 
intend to get it constructed,” Hudder said. 
“They are very enthusiastic to get it done; 
that tells us they either know where the 
money is, or they will find it.” 

Want to see how a diverging diamond interchange works? 

Visit our website at www.impactnews.com/rph and click 
on this story to find a link to a computerized animation of 
how traffic will flow through Round Rock’s DDI. 
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Join us for a community discussion about

College and Career Readiness and STAAR: 
An Update for Educators, Parents and Community Members 

Thursday, January 31, 2013  
Texas State University Round Rock Campus 

Browse and refreshments 5–5:45 p.m.  •  Presentations 5:45–8:30 p.m.

Learn about the Texas College and Career Readiness 
Standards and the new state-required student assessment 

program, the State of Texas Academic Assessment of 
Readiness (STAAR), which replaced the Texas Assessment of 

Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) in 2012.

www.rrc.txstate.edu

For more information, contact Dr. Leslie Huling 
la03@txstate.edu  •  512.716.4531

Texas State University is a tobacco-free campus.

If you require accommodations due to a disability in order to participate,  
please contact 512.245.2310 at least 72 hours in advance of the event.

13-088 RRC Education Forum Ad.indd   1 11/26/12   10:21 AM

Funded by Windermere Utility Company, SouthWest Water Company and its 
employees, Help2Others (H20) offers recurring monthly � nancial assistance ($20 
water/$40 water and wastewater) to help our elderly, disabled and
low-income residential customers with their bills.

REGISTRATION EVENT!
Thursday, December 13, 2012: 10 am–6 pm

First United Methodist Church of P� ugerville
500 East Pecan St - P� ugerville, TX 78660
Staff will be on site to help with registration process*

Please bring the following documents:

• Proof of income for all household 
members over the age of 18

• Current photo ID
• Current Windermere Utility water bill

For more information:

Windermere Utility Company

866-454-2334

* Applicants must be Windermere Utility customers and residents of Travis County who meet eligibility criteria, including a 
combined household income at or below 125% of the current Federal Poverty Guideline.

REGISTER
to Get Assistance

with Your
Water Bill

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, Ste. 101

512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, Ste. 1150

512.255.0125

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS
Brenda Cohen, DPM

Precision Podiatry is proud to house one of the two PinPoint Foot 

Lasers in Central Texas. This patented laser is a specially designed 

medical device which shines a laser light beam through the nail and 

vaporized the germs in and under the nail plate that causes nail fungus. 

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION TODAY.

Precision Podiatry

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Finally!
A new patented 
procedure is now 
available to treat 
toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY

Before After
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Texas State University Round Rock campus
master plan

Existing buildings First-stage buildings Future buildings

Map not to scale

Avery Building

Nursing Building

Health Professions 
Building No. 1
•	Communication	disorders
•	Physical	therapy
•	Respiratory	care	

Health Professions 
Building No. 2
•	Clinical	laboratory	science
•	Health	administration
•	Health	information	management
•	Radiation	therapy
•	Dean’s	office

Source: texas State university

Zaffirini’s early support offers the stron-
gest backing the Texas State administration 
has received of late to continue expansion 
of its programs beyond San Marcos. 

“Since 2007 we’ve been asking for a [TRB] 
to build this next building, and it’s almost 
2013, and we still don’t have the funding,” 
said Gene Bourgeois, Texas State provost 
and vice president of Academic Affairs. “So 
it’s continuing to knock on the door, state 
our case, and hopefully someone will listen. 
Hopefully the legislators who represent our 
community will get on board and persuade 
other legislators to commit funds to sup-
port this project.”

Round Rock expansion
The impetus to build and expand the 

Texas State Round Rock campus is part of 
the university administration’s long-term 
strategic plan developed years ago. 

TSU first arrived in the city in 1996 
when the university began offering classes 
at Westwood High 
School. The program 
took off and eventually 
grew to include 15 por-
table structures on the 
high school campus. 

“We knew we had a 
need for a more per-
manent presence,” said 
Robert Gratz, Texas 
State University special 
assistant to the presi-
dent. “Through collaborative support we 
were able to bring the first building—the 
Avery Building, which opened in 2005.”

To make the idea of Texas State in Round 
Rock a reality, the Avery family donated a 
101-acre tract off of University Boulevard in 
North Round Rock for the campus, the city 
agreed to fund the infrastructure and road 
improvements needed to develop the land, 
and the Legislature passed a TRB to fund 
the construction of the 125,000-square-
foot Avery Building. 

“Back in 2003 we were in a session where 
the Legislature said they had no money, 
either,” Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw 
said. “But because of the gift of [101] acres 
and the city paying to extend the utilities to 
the property, all of the sudden that got the 
Legislature’s attention, and they were will-
ing to fund that first building.

“They were willing to fund that even 
though they were in a really tight legislative 
session. That was the seed that got planted, 
and had that not happened, I don’t think 
you would see everything ... you see today.”

What stands on the land today includes 
the original Avery Building and the 
77,740-square-foot St. David’s School of 
Nursing building, which opened in 2010. 
The Texas State Round Rock campus now 
offers eight bachelor’s and 11 master’s 
degree programs, and hosts approximately 
2,000 full-time students, said Edna Reh-
bein, Texas State at Round Rock campus 
director. Texas State at Round Rock works 

in collaboration with Austin Commu-
nity College to provide students all of the 
upper-and lower-division classes needed to 
achieve a degree—without having to leave 
Williamson County. 

The city and Texas State administration 
hope the next development involves mak-
ing the Round Rock the permanent home 
of the College of Health Professions, which 
currently operates out of San Marcos. 

“We identified the next major step in the 
growth of the Round Rock campus being 
[home to] all of the programs in our Col-
lege of Health Professions,” Gratz said.  

The first step in the process of relocat-
ing the college is securing $48.8 million in 
funding needed for the new building, ten-
tatively named Health Professions Build-
ing No. 1. If financing is approved by the 
Legislature, the building would host three 
of the seven programs within the College 
of Health Professions—communications 
disorders, physical therapy and respira-
tory care. A second new building is in 
the school’s long-term plans to host the 
remainder of the programs.

“We would be bring-
ing with this first build-
ing 400 full-time stu-
dents … and about 40 
full-time faculty,” said 
Ruth Welborn, dean 
of Texas State’s College 
of Health Professions. 
“There is a place for us 
to build two buildings. 
The second building 
will help us bring the 

entirety of the College of Health Profes-
sions to the Round Rock site. I am ready 
for both buildings to be funded, but I know 
I need to be patient. Maybe the Legislature 
won’t even fund this one, but I know there 
is a lot of support from the community.”

Location, location, location
The benefit of relocating the College 

of Health Professions to Round Rock is 
mutual for the city and school.

“We set about years ago trying to diver-
sify the Round Rock economy,” McGraw 
said. “Health care and education is a great 
place for us to put our efforts. We’ve been 
very good at it, and we want to continue 
those efforts.

“We’ve talked about destination retail-
ers in the past—where people come from 
outside the region to spend their dollars. 
We’re also talking about destination health 
care, where people come into Round Rock 
for their health care needs as well. That’s  
an economic driver. If we are training 
health care professionals here, there is a 
very good chance they will stay in this area, 
and that helps the economy. It helps build 
small business.”

One advantage for Texas State to make 
Round Rock its permanent home for 
health profession degrees is the proximity 
to major medical facilities. 

“Because of the growth of health care 
and medical services in the Round Rock 
community, moving our entire [College of 

Health Professions] to Round Rock would 
assist us in providing educational experi-
ences,” Welborn said. 

Bourgeois said the indicators are clear 
that Round Rock and Williamson County 
will continue to grow as a regional medi-
cal hub. 

“The plan to relocate our College of 
Health Professions grew out of a ... strategic 
plan,” Bourgeois said. “This was for a num-
ber of good reasons, not the least of which 
would be to take advantage of a growing 
cluster of [health care] activities and ser-
vices that are being located in Round Rock 
and Williamson County. We’re trying to 
make sure we are a part of that and we are a 
player in that emerging sector.” 

Legislative hurdles
Legislative support can be a difficult 

barometer to gauge. The issue is com-
pounded when balanced with the funding 
needs of K–12 education, highways and 
health care amongst a stretched budget.

“Generally I’m behind it, but you’ve got 
to look at the budget in total context, and 
this will be part of that whole discussion,” 

said Rep.-elect Tony Dale, R-District 136. 
“But I think its a favorable program, and 
hopefully we’ll be able to get support for it.

“I’m one of 150, but the higher educa-
tion in Williamson County and the health 
sciences in Williamson County is impor-
tant to me. I intend to work to support the 
schools.” 

Bourgeois believes it is in the state’s best 
interest to step up financial support for 
Texas State, which he said has seen expand-
ing enrollment for 15 consecutive years. 

“We’ve been warned it is going to be very 
tough … but it is imperative that we make 
the argument, that we articulate our uni-
versity’s needs,”  Bourgeois said. “I remain 
very optimistic; I believe someone will ulti-
mately listen. 

“You can’t be a university with 34,229 
students ... and still be neglected in terms of 
building more facilities so you can enhance 
your capacity. At some point, someone has 
to say, ‘That university needs some help.’”

“You can’t be a university with 
34,229 students ... and still be 
neglected in terms of building 
more facilities. ... At some point, 
someone has to say, ‘That 
university needs some help.”

— Gene Bourgeois, Texas State 
provost and vice president If they build it, students will come

The	Texas	State	administration	is	hoping	the	state	
Legislature	will	provide	the	financial	backing	to	construct	
the	first	of	two	College	of	Health	Professions	buildings	
in	Round	Rock.	If	approved,	the	first	building	would	host	
three	programs,	cost	$48.8	million	to	construct	and	
include	87,000	square	feet	of	teaching,	lab	and	clinical	
space.	The	Texas	State	administration	said	the	building	
would	add	400	full-time	students	and	40	faculty	mem-
bers	to	the	Round	Rock	campus.
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New  |  Used  |  Refinance Non-TruWest Loans

*  On approved credit. Must become a TruWest member to qualify. A minimum deposit of $25 is required 
to become a member. Not available on existing TruWest loans. Must book loan at a TruWest branch to 
qualify for offer. Offer subject to change.

**   Restrictions apply. Covered life changing circumstances include: involuntary unemployment, physical 
disability, loss of driver’s license due to medical impairment, international employment transfer, self-
employed personal bankruptcy and accidental death. See program waiver for full details.

+
1%

CASH
BACK

up to $500 on a TruWest Auto Loan*

•  Plus a FREE 12 Month  
Loan Assurance Program**

•  And NO payments for 90 days

Federally insured by the NCUA

For details visit truwest.org or call 1.855.TRUWEST (878.9378).

TW12 1%AL-COMIMP-AD-OP.indd   1 11/29/12   2:41 PM
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By Lyndsey Taylor
The Round Rock ISD board of trustees 

is postponing a decision on whether to 
modify the district’s sex education curricu-
lum for eighth-grade students. 

The proposed list of changes, which 
were recommended by the district’s School 
Health Advisory Council, was pulled from 
the agenda for the Nov. 15 board meeting 
prior to any discussion or vote. 

Earlier in the week, district officials 
discovered a problem with how the  
SHAC was formed, said JoyLynn Occhi-
uzzi, the district’s executive director of 
community relations. 

“As we looked further into the commit-
tee, we realized they were not appointed by 
the board,” Occhiuzzi said.

SHAC members are required to be 
appointed by the board, she said. SHAC 
reviews anything health-related for the 
district, such as physical exercise, food 
served in school or sex education, she said. 
Occhiuzzi said the district does not know 
at this time how members ended up serv-
ing on the council.

“I don’t have all of those answers yet,” 
she said. “We didn’t want there to be any 
questions on their recommendations.”

Despite the board’s decision to remove 
the topic from the agenda, several residents 
took the opportunity to voice their opin-
ions on the proposed changes at the  
Nov. 15 meeting.

“Education is the key. Kids learn—why 

By JP Eichmiller
Members of the Pflugerville ISD board 

of trustees have elected to reopen the 
debate over the district’s controversial 
decision to allow same-sex domestic part-
ner insurance coverage for employees.

The issue drew statewide and national 
attention in October when it became pub-
lic that the district employees’ insurance 
commission had recommended the change 
to the insurance coverage plans, and PISD 
Superintendent Charles Dupre had signed 
off on the decision. At the board’s Nov. 16 
meeting, trustees proposed to reintroduce 
the issue as an agenda and action item at 
its next meeting, scheduled for Dec. 13.

“I want to have our board revisit the 
insurance issue,” PISD trustee Jimmy Don 
Havins said. “I want the board to have an 
up or down vote. The motion I will make 

Changes to RRISD 
sex ed put on hold
Confusion with appointments 
to advisory board delays 
trustees final decision

PISD board reopens domestic partners insurance debate

Resident Cheryl Vernon addresses the RRISD board of trustees Nov. 15 regarding curriculum changes.
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not let them learn the right way?” said 
Cheryl Vernon, a 29-year Round Rock 
resident. “If teaching them how to wear a 
condom is part of this program, then I say 
so be it. … I am all for this program, as 
long as you let parents opt out.”

Recommended changes to the curricu-
lum included adding a lesson on contra-
ception that would include an explanation 
of the different types of contraceptives, 
such as condoms, spermicides, intrauterine 
devices, emergency contraception, vaginal 
rings, natural family planning, withdrawal 
method, abstinence, birth control pills, 
patches and injections.

The current curriculum includes lessons 
on sexually transmitted diseases, puberty, 
anatomy, health risk behaviors, develop-
ing communication and refusal skills, and 
healthy relationships. RRISD has received 
about six emails from parents who did not 
support the proposed sex education curric-
ulum changes and about four to six emails 
from parents who did support it, Occhiuzzi 
said. Some Round Rock district residents 
also wrote to the district expressing their 

discontent with the decision to pull the 
topic from the agenda, she said.

RRISD Superintendent Jesús Chávez 
said no changes to this year’s sex educa-
tion curriculum will be made. Should any 
changes be made in the future, parents will 
have the option to opt their children out.

“The main reason is that as we looked 
at our process, we went back to look at 
whether we had any records of commit-
tee members appointed by the board, and 
we just did not find that,” Chávez said. 
“That had been called to attention by some 
external individuals outside of the district, 
but that had also been noticed here in the 
district, so because of that we wanted to be 
sure that we did follow the state law, we did 
follow the policy.”

Occhiuzzi said the existing health 
council will be dissolved, and information 
about selecting new members will be avail-
able in the coming weeks. A new health 
council will assess the current curriculum 
in January or February, and if approved by 
the board, changes would take place in the 
2013–14 school year, she said.

is to revert to the coverage we previously 
had.”

Several of the board members stated 
they were unaware of what they were 
approving when they voted Aug. 16 to 
allow the insurance coverage change. The 
board traditionally follows the admin-
istration’s recommendations relating to 
employee insurance plans.

“I think it’s a matter of … style choice in 
leadership,” PISD trustee Rob Reyes said 
regarding the board’s trust in administra-
tion recommendations. “We have the right 
to vote things up or down, but we have 
yielded that.”

At the board’s Oct. 18 meeting, more 
than 150 people showed up to voice their 
opinions to the proposed change.

“I must be honest with you—I was 
unprepared for some of the reactions we 

have received, both positive and negative,” 
Dupre wrote Oct. 17 on his district blog. 
“In hindsight, I was somewhat naive, but I 
never imagined this decision would elicit 
such a response. From my perspective, it 
was simply a change to our benefits plan 
that recognized our ongoing dialogue 
about equity and social justice, and our 
dedication to valuing every member of the 
PISD family.”

It is unclear what effect a board deci-
sion to rescind the coverage would have on 
district employees who have already signed 
on for the added benefits. Open enrollment 
has ended, and new plans go into effect 
Jan. 1, Pflugerville Educators Association 
President August Plock said.

The PEA—PISD’s teacher’s union—is 
supportive of the change in coverage for 
district employees, Plock said.

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Austin
512-244-3545

San Antonio 
210-349-7600

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions
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Forest Creek Dr.

Red Bud Ln

Gattis School Rd. 

1701 Red Bud Ln. #200 Round Rock, TX 78664 
www.wildfl owerortho.com • 512.520.7585

Now accepting patients! 

Please call to schedule your complimentary consultation

Wild� ower Orthodontics offers a variety of 
advanced orthodontic treatments to create your 
ideal smile, including:

• Braces for children, teens, and adults
• Aesthetic and self-ligating braces
•  Premier Preferred Provider for Invisalign® 

and Invisalign Teen™
• Incognito™ lingual braces

Please feel free to contact our practice 
and schedule a complimentary orthodontic 
consultation.

Joseph Giasi 
DDS, MS

clarkwilsonbuilder                cwilsonbuilder

clarkwilsonbuilder                 clarkwilsonbuilder             cwilsonbuilder
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clark wilson
B U I L D E R

New homes are available today for immediate move-in!

The Nicklaus........................301 Lismore Street.............................$270,260
Hard to �nd large, 1-story home with 2,854 sq. ft on a greenbelt home site. Big kitchen/
breakfast/family living area. 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 1 Living, 2 Dining

The Biltmore........................213 Lismore Street..............................$261,110
Great 2-story family home with 2,673 sq. ft., master down, 3 bedrooms + gameroom up, 
island kitchen, and located on a greenbelt. 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath, 2 Living, 2 Dining

The Palmer...........................209 Lismore Street.............................$245,165
Brand new 2,281 sq. ft. home with rotunda foyer, Texas basement (walk-in attic) with
400 sq. ft. of storage, located on a greenbelt. 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 1 Living, 1 Dining

For more information call
Debra Krist at 512.777.9352
or visit us online at
clarkwilsonbuilder.com

Located o� SH-130 and
Gattis School Road at
104 Lismore Street.

          *Prices subject to change without notice.  For more information see a Clark Wilson Builder Consultant for details. 10.18.12

   Fresh new courtyard designs
    in a 1,000 acre master-planned
community with 18-hole Golf Course
    and 3.75% �xed rate �nancing.

curb
appeal

fresh
designs

SOLD

SOLD
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By Rebecca Rose
After an eight-month construc-

tion process, the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety joined city 
and state officials at a ribbon-
cutting ceremony Oct. 29 to 
officially welcome the state’s first 
high-technology driver’s license 
mega center to Pflugerville.  

At 24,840 square feet, the 
Austin-Pflugerville Mega Center 
at 216 E. Wells Branch Parkway is 
the fourth-largest driver’s license 
office in the state, according to a 
statement from DPS. The office 
includes 22 customer service 
stations staffed with 36 full-time 
employees as well as new features 
for Texas residents.

Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Cole-
man, who spoke at the ceremony, 
called the project a “partnership” 
between the city and DPS. Cole-
man said he was impressed to 
meet Pflugerville residents work-
ing at the new center.

“That was our goal,” he said. 
“We were able to find a place for 
our citizens to have a job.”

Coleman said the new facility 

DPS unveils driver’s license mega center 
Pflugerville facility first of six planned for Texas during the next year

would likely become an anchor 
for future development.

Floyd Akers, Pflugerville 
Community Development Corp. 
executive director, agreed with 
the mayor, noting the close prox-
imity to I-35 and convenience of 
access for workers at Tech Ridge.

“There’s going to be a lot of 
activity around this [facility],” 
Akers said. “We expect 600–700 
trips daily to this office. We 
expect on the adjacent properties 
to see restaurants, convenience 
stores and other retail operations 
that typically follow those types 
of traffic numbers.”

Akers said the PCDC worked 
with DPS to bring the center to 
Pflugerville as part of a drive to 
bring jobs to the city. 

“This facility is hiring local 
residents to staff and run it, and 
that’s the idea of what we do,” 
Akers said.

Funds for the center come 
from a 2012 measure passed by 
the 82nd Texas Legislature to 
help meet statewide demands for 
service. The Legislature approved 

$63 million to open six mega cen-
ters throughout the state, hire 266 
employees, and purchase equip-
ment and technology to improve 
customer service and efficiency in 
the state’s driver’s license system.

DPS broke ground on the facil-
ity Feb. 2.

Akers said the PCDC gave 
$112,000 to the developer, Devel-
opment 2000 Inc., to help fund 
the new facility. Development 
2000 President Jerry Reed said 
from an investment standpoint, 
the government project was 
inherently secure.

“When we get the State of 
Texas on board with something 
like this, we know that we are 
going to get [a return], so our risk 
is much more below a normal 
project,” Reed said. “So that 
works for us and our investors.”

Reed said although not final-
ized, plans are under way to 
develop the land between the cen-
ter and Heatherwilde Boulevard, 
bringing more retail and com-
mercial options to Wells Branch 
Parkway.
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The Texas Department of Public Safety opened its newly constructed 
24,840-square-foot driver’s license mega center Oct. 30 in Pflugerville. 

The Austin-Pflugerville Mega Center by the numbers

23 
automated 

testing stations 
capable of 
performing 

400 
tests each day

24,840
square feet

Fourth-largest driver’s 
license facility in texas

capacity for

700 
customers 
daily and 

175,000 
annually

36 full-time 
employees

22 customer service stations

Austin-Pflugerville Mega Center
216 e. Wells Branch Parkway, 
Pflugerville • 512-424-2600
www.dps.texas.gov
Mon., Wed.–fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.;  
tue. 8 a.m.–6 p.m.
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Source: texas department of Public Safety

Come and experience the NEW Rock’N Lights Holiday Light 
Tour and Rock’N Lights Village Carnival!  Rock’N Lights is a 
brand new drive-thru light show that features thousands of 

sparkling lights through Old Settlers Park.

Operating schedule:

December 3rd – 31st 
Regular operating evenings.

Sponsored by:

More information:
roundrocktexas.gov/rocknlights

(512) 218-3233

Park Admission:
Family Vehicles $15

Limos $50
Shuttle Bus (9-30 people) $45

Commercial Bus (31+people) $75

Admission includes FREE 
child ride tickets at Rock’N 

Lights Village and a Pizza Hut 
discount coupon.

Hours:
Sun – Thurs 6pm to 9pm

Fri, Sat & Holidays 
6pm to 10pm
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Christmas
@First

Join Us for 
Junaid Siddiqui, M.d.
Board Certified in Gastroenterology

801 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
Suite 201 • Cedar Park

Whether it’s heartburn, abdominal pain, hemorrhoid symptoms, or a 
family history of colon cancer, Junaid Siddiqui, M.d., brings the same 
experience and compassion to his new gastroenterology office location. 
Accepting new patients. To schedule an appointment, call 512-341-0900.

Member of the Medical Staff at Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

nEW LOCaTiOn. SaME 

TRuSTEd
                                  CaRE.

65477_CEDA_Siddiq_4_9167x6_04c.indd   1 10/25/12   12:57 PM
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By JP Eichmiller
Following years of bureaucratic hag-

gling among city, county, state and federal 
authorities, along with balancing the 
interest of railroad giant Union Pacific, the 
City of Round Rock appears to be moving 
forward with what some officials say are 
two of its most highly anticipated trans-
portation projects. 

The construction of a series of bridges 
and elevated roadway sections on RM 620 
between I-35 and Deepwood Drive that 
has been in the works for more than six 
years is gaining traction because of an 
interlocal agreement between Williamson 
County and Round Rock to jointly fund 
the project. 

“I think we would be kidding ourselves 
if we didn’t say this was a huge project,” 
Councilman Craig Morgan said. “I think it 
is one of the most troubling areas in Round 
Rock and in the county . … When we can 
do a partnership to help our citizenry, then 
I think everybody wins.”

A separate project to establish a train 
quiet zone along McNeil Road and Hwy. 
79 in Round Rock is entering final design 
stages due in large part to more than  
$1.3 million in federal aid and the willing-
ness of city officials to compromise with 
residents regarding the closing of a railroad 
crossing on St. Williams Street. 

“We anticipate handing the application 
to [Union Pacific] before the end of this 
year,” Round Rock Transportation Direc-
tor Gary Hudder said. “[Union Pacific] will 
be the ones who are actually responsible  

City: Round Rock construction 
road projects moving forward

for construction, so it is probably a  
2014 project.”

RM 620
City and county officials said construc-

tion improvements on RM 620 have been 
high on the city’s wish list for years. A 
Union Pacific rail line bisects RM 620 
next to Chisholm Trail Road, regularly 
causing traffic backups in both directions. 
To alleviate the congestion, city planners 
designed an ambitious plan to build an 
uninterrupted section of elevated road 
between Deepwood Drive and I-35.

“You’ve got [Round Rock] high school 
over there, and there’s traffic from that,” 
Morgan said. “When the train is stopped, 
with the hospital over their, there is 
concern for [emergency medical services] 
getting there. Traffic backs up over the 
interstate. I think it is a huge priority to get 
it done.”

Because the complications of satisfying 
Texas Department of Transportation, Fed-
eral Highway Authority and Union Pacific 
regulations, however, the project has 
continually been pushed back throughout 
the past several years. One of the largest 
obstacles was TxDOT’s requirement that 
four lanes on RM 620 remain open during 
construction, Hudder said. 

The city believes it took a major step 
in solving the dilemma when council 
approved a $4,169,474 purchase of The 
Commons retail property Oct. 25. 

“By buying the new property, we think 
we have found a way where we can do the 
vast majority of construction on the new 

road while we do not disturb the old road 
at all,” Hudder said. 

Early estimates for the entire project 
range from $15 million to $21 million, 
according to city and county officials. To 
help offset the city’s expense, the council 
approved a cost-sharing interlocal agree-
ment with Williamson County on Nov. 
8. As part of the agreement, which was 
approved by county commissioners Nov. 
20, the county agreed to provide $4 mil-
lion for the project. The city will fund the 
remaining balance. 

Hudder said the city hopes to begin 
construction in 2014.

“This was a really important project for 
the state, the county and the municipality 
because of the amount of traffic that uses 
[RM 620],” County Commissioner Lisa 
Birkman said. “It is the No. 1 priority of 
my constituents. I am really thrilled that 
we are moving forward with it.” 

Quiet zone
Railroad quiet zones are rail sections 

that allow trains to pass through without 
sounding their warning horns. To establish 
a quiet zone, a city must design road cross-
ings that negate the threat of motorists 
bypassing train warning lights and gates. 
Union Pacific holds final approval on the 
construction and design, Hudder said. 

When Round Rock began studying the 

idea of installing a quiet zone, seven public 
intersections were identified that would 
need modifications to meet the require-
ments. In order to save approximately  
$1.3 million on the total cost of the project, 
the Round Rock Transportation Depart-
ment recommended closing the crossing at 
St. Williams Street and McNeil Road. 

In the wake of outcry from residents, 
however, City Council elected to spend the 
extra money to keep the St. Williams Street 
crossing open. 

“Our submittal package that goes to the 
railroad will include engineering concepts 
for keeping that open,” Hudder said. “It 
was never really a matter of what to do; it 
was a matter of expense.

“We don’t look at this personally like the 
folks do. For us it’s strictly we are doing 
our job. ... It’s not a good idea for me to 
come forth and recommend twice the cost 
on all the projects around town.”

According to the city, keeping St. Wil-
liams Street’s crossing open will double  
the estimated cost of the project to  
$2.95 million.

“We were elected to listen to our con-
stituents,” Morgan said. “The community 
engaged us, and we looked at the study 
when we got it back. 

“I think that any neighborhood that was 
going to be out a crossing was going to 
engage the council.”

The present
St. Williams Street crosses the Union Pacific railroad line on the south side of 
McNeil Road. According to an April 2012 City of Round Rock traffic study, vehi-
cle counts at the crossing average 2,678 motorists per day. The area south of 
the intersection includes a residential neighborhood, Bluebonnet Elementary 
School and the La Frontera shopping center. The only safety features in place 
are two crossing arms and warning signals. 

First plan: closing St. Williams Street
In order to save approximately $1.3 million on the total cost of the quiet zone, 
the Round Rock Transportation Department originally recommended closing 
the St. Williams Street crossing. In September, the city studied the potential 
effects while the crossing was closed for maintenance. The study showed 
closing the crossing would have the greatest effect along Chisholm Valley 
Drive and its intersections at CR 172 and the I-35 frontage road. 
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In order to  proceed with construction on RM 620, the City of 
Round Rock is moving forward with land acquisitions.

The Commons
On Oct. 25, Round Rock City 
Council authorized the purchase 
of The Commons retail tract for 
$4.169 million.

Residential purchases
The city will next consider the 
purchases of several residential 
lots along RM 620. 

RM 620 right of way

Glenwood St.

Tanglewood St.

Hear that train coming: St. Williams Street crossing
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New plan: modify St. Williams Street
In the wake of public outcry against the proposed closing of the St. Williams 
Street crossing, Round Rock City Council voted to finance the modifications 
needed to make the intersection compliant with quiet zone standards. The ap-
proximately $1.3 million in improvements include installing signal lights at the 
intersection of McNeil Road and St. Williams Street, additional crossing arms, 
installing raised medians and building turn lanes. 
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Compiled by 
Emilie BoenigHoliday  events

Dec. 7 • 6:30 p.m. • Free 
Round Rock rings in the season with its annual holiday celebration 
and lights display in historic downtown Round Rock. The event kicks 
off with a welcome from Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw followed by 
the illumination of a 45-foot Christmas tree, street lamps and the wa-
ter tower with holiday lights. The event includes live music, dancers, 
candlemaking, carriage rides, games, crafts and cookie decorating, 
as well as free hot dogs, 
popcorn and  
refreshments. 

Main Street plaza, 221 
E. Main St., Round Rock  
512-218-5540  
www.roundrocktexas.
gov

While you’re there: 
Grab a cup of coffee or hot chocolate at the express table 
outside Star Co. Coffee House & Cafe, 114 E. 
Main St., and listen to live holiday music. Inside the cafe, 
baristas make custom drink orders, adding flavors such 
as cinnamon, peppermint and vanilla to coffee. The shop 
also serves food, wine and beer. 

Watch a puppet show at the Round Rock Public 
Library, 216 E. Main St., at 7 p.m., 7:45 p.m. or 8:30 
p.m. In “Criss Cross the Cross Christmas Elf,” a cow 
comes in from the cold to help one of Santa’s elves 
rediscover the Christmas spirit. The show is intended for 
children ages 18 months to 5 years. 

Stop into Quinn’s Neighborhood Bar, 101 E. Main St., 
for a pint of beer or a specialty cocktail. The bar offers 
happy hour until 6 p.m. as well as live music and tele-
vised sporting events. 

MAIN ST.

BAGDAD AvE.
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PASAS ST.

SHEPPARD ST.
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Main street 
plaza

CHristMas FaMily nigHt round roCk

Dec. 8 • 5:30 p.m. • Free
The annual holiday event hosted by the City of Pflugerville is intended 
for the whole family. Local shops and sidewalk vendors are open 
downtown during the day, followed by the Christmas parade at 5:30 
p.m. Marching bands, illuminated floats and Santa’s sleigh start at 
Park Crest Elementary School and travel south on Railroad Avenue 
and into downtown, turning west on Main Street, where a 30-foot 
tree sits at the corner of Main and Third streets. Following the tree 
lighting, families are 
invited to sing carols, take 
pictures with Santa and 
enjoy downtown.

Third and Main streets, 
Pflugerville  
512-990-0558  
www.pflugervilletx.gov

While you’re there:
Get a cup of coffee and other drinks before the parade at 
Dazzle Coffee, 100 N. Second St., which is open until  
6 p.m. The shop sells hot and cold specialty drinks  
including white chocolate and Snickers mocha, iced 
lattes, espresso, fruit smoothies and milkshakes.  

Take a walk through Toy Time, 101 W. Pecan St., to 
browse new and classic toys, and pick out children’s 
gifts. The shop sells books, puzzles, stuffed animals, 
rideable toys, science kits and other items. Photo booth 
company Say Cheese, based in Austin, is outside the 
store to snap and give away free family photos. 

Grab dinner and an adult beverage at PBK Stem and 
Stein, 111 E. Main St. The restaurant specializes in lo-
cal draft beers such as Pedernales from Fredericksburg, 
Rogness from Pflugerville and 512 from Austin. A variety 
of wines can also be paired with PBK Stem and Stein’s 
Southern comfort cuisine. 

CHristMas Parade and tree ligHting PFlugerville
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Dec. 8 • 5 p.m. • Free
Hutto’s newest holiday tradition offers families the chance to cel-
ebrate the season with the community. Sponsored by the city, Olde 
Town Christmas features holiday arts and crafts, shopping, food ven-
dors, and strolling along historic East 
and Farley streets. Hutto ISD middle 
and high school choirs sing carols, and 
bands perform holiday music. Children 
can meet and take pictures with Santa, 
and write letters to the North Pole with 
their Christmas wish lists. Families 
are invited to enjoy a screening of the 
holiday movie “Arthur Christmas”  
starting at 7 p.m.  

East and Farley streets, Hutto  
512-759-2806 • www.huttotx.gov

While you’re there:
Grab dinner and sip on a drink at The Downtown 
Hall of Fame, 205 East St. The restaurant offers live 
music, draft beer and specialty cocktails including the 
eggnog martini, cotton candy martini and new dessert op-
tions such as pumpkin cheesecake. Main dishes such as 
quesadillas, wings and sandwiches are made to order.

Roam through the Candy Corner, 101A East St., and 
find sugary stocking stuffers for the whole family. The 
sweets shop sells a variety of candies, speciality flavored 
sodas from Dublin Bottling Works, holiday treats such as 
peppermint candy shot glasses, hollow chocolate Santas 
and more. Candy Corner also sells children’s gifts. 

Try a slice of the famous pie at The Texan Cafe, 
207 East St., made in a variety of flavors including deep 
apple, Peppermint Patty, chocolate toffee and peanut 
butter. The restaurant also serves steaks, sandwiches, 
salads and other plates until 8:30 p.m.
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Local light shows

December 9th, 6 pm – A Way in a Manger 
Crosswalk Kids Christmas Production Refreshments and 

a Christmas Song Sing-A-Long to follow

December 24th,  5 pm – Christmas Eve Service

Weekly Services, Sunday at 9:30 am
Come early at 9 am for Co ee and Pastries

100 Twin Ridge Parkway | Round Rock, Tx 78664
www.crosswalkroundrock.org
512-230-4356 | pastor@crosswalkroundrock.org

“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture 
resale store that is open to the public. Rev-
enue from sales supports the food pantry 
and social service programs. Donations of 
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are 
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation: 
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER
1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664

Celebrating 25 Years of Service

rock’n lights  
Holiday light tour
The newly established drive-thru light show features 1.5 miles of 
decorations featuring more than 2 million lights. Admission includes 
access to the Rock’N Lights Village, a full-scale carnival with rides, 
refreshments and souvenirs. Dec. 6–31. Sun.–Thu. 6–9 p.m.; Fri., 
Sat. and holidays 6–10 p.m. $15 (cars), $45 (9- to 30-person shuttle 
bus), $50 (limo), $75 (commercial bus). The Dell Diamond, 3400 E. 
Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock. 341-3361. www.roundrocktexas.gov

Heritage oak Park 
The City of Cedar Park hosts its annual tree lighting Dec. 8 at 
Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway. The tree is lit with more 
than 50,000 lights. Free carriage rides and a Santa’s village are 
featured from 6:45–9 p.m. The lights remain on display until the 
beginning of January. 401-5000, www.cedarparktexas.gov

the domain
Besides the Christmas tree in front of Macy’s, The Domain has 
thousands of holiday lights strewn throughout the shopping center at 
11410 Century Oaks Terrace. The Domain’s 40-foot tree is adorned 
with more than 6,000 lights and 400 ornaments. Free horse-drawn 
carriage rides are offered until Dec. 22 from 5:30–9:30 p.m on Fri. 
and Sat. nights. Visit Santa at his house at The Domain II every night 
until Dec. 24. 873-8099, www.thedomaininaustin.com

texas Capitol
Stroll the lights in downtown Austin by the Texas Capitol at the 
corner of 11th Street and Congress Avenue. Each night a show 
featuring lights programmed to music takes place every half hour 
with 10 different songs throughout the night, beginning at dark. 
Decorations, lights and a 45-foot Christmas tree are on display from 
Dec. 1–Jan. 6. 469-1766, www.downtownaustinholidays.com

Zilker Park’s trail of lights
After a two-year absence, The Trail of Lights returns to Zilker 
Park on Dec. 16.  The lighted tree is on display nightly from 6 
p.m.–midnight until Dec. 23. 2100 Barton Springs Road. www.
austintrailoflights.org
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Better health begins here.

Limited Seating. Sign up Today! 
(512) 324-4818 

SetonSurgicalGroup.com

Lose weight and keep it off. Weight 
loss surgery offers a comprehensive 
solution that incorporates lifestyle 
changes with a surgical procedure 
to improve your overall health and 
help you live a longer, happier life. 
Join us for a free seminar to find out 
if weight loss surgery is right for you.

FREE Seminar:  
Weight Loss Surgery 

Jinnie A. Bruce, MD, FACS
Patrick C. Dillawn, MD, FACS
Mario A. Longoria, MD, FACS

Seminar will be held on
December 12, 12:00 p.m.

Seton Medical Center Williamson
201 Seton Parkway, Learning Room 2

Round Rock, Texas 78665

www.starwoodhotels . jobs/aust in

Work @ home
positions

Work from home. Join our global family as a 
Reservation Sales Associate. Be the voice of our 
brands. Inspire to create memorable experiences 
for our guests....and have fun along the way!

• 401k
• Hotel discounts
• Paid time off
• Full Bene� ts
• Flexible schedules
• Perks

The first phase of the Manor  
Expressway from US 183 to  
Springdale Road is opening  
in December. 

Skip past those red lights  
toll free until January, then  
get TxTag and save 25%.  
Learn more at TxTag.org.

Cruise On

www.MobilityAuthority.com

MANOR EXPRESSWAY PHASE ONE US 290 TOLL PLAZASKEY TO LINES MANOR EXPRESSWAY PHASE TWO
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Ruffles & Rust
Pflugerville shop offers frills, food and holiday fare

F rom Bunco group to business venture: 
In a nutshell, that’s the story of how 
Diane Anderson, Jill Marsh and Terri 

Gebbia came to be the owners of a retail 
shop in Pflugerville called Ruffles & Rust. 

About 20 years ago, the women were 
introduced at a Bunco event. They became 
best friends who came up with the idea of 
operating boutiques out of their homes.

The women would take turns wreaking 
havoc on their family houses—rearrang-
ing furniture to accommodate their wares, 
or wounding their walls by hammering in 
displays and merchandise for sale. It was  
a successful venture that would go on  
until the day their husbands had enough of 
the home-based venture. 

The three found a Realtor and promptly 
located an available space on West Pecan 
Street. Now, a year and a half later, the 
women are enjoying success at the shop 
they call Ruffles & Rust. Anderson said the 
name came to her in a dream.

“We do a lot of rust wall hangings,” 
Anderson said. “Plus we have a little 
clothing line with scarves and such, so we 
thought that was a cute combination of 
who we are.”

BuSineSS

By Charlotte Moore

Diane Anderson, co-owner of Ruffles & Rust, shows off a decorative wall hanging featured at the store.
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Ruffles & Rust
101 Pecan St. W., Ste. A, Pflugerville  
512-252-9300, www.rufflesandrusttexas.com
Tue.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

The shop sells an assortment of pictures, 
knickknacks, curios and trinkets. There’s 
also locally crafted jewelry, special jams 
and jellies, soup mixes, salad kits and an 
entire line of steak seasonings with salty 
names. The first of two words in each of 
the five seasoning varieties are “Bull,” 
“Hot,” “Aw,” “Special” and “Good.” Cus-
tomers will have to visit the shop them-
selves to see the second part of the names. 
The shop also sells popular candles made 
by the Tyler Candle Company out of Tyler.

Merchandise at Ruffles & Rust makes for  
gifts year-round, but it’s designed around 
shopping for the holidays. 

“That’s really how we started out, as a 
Christmas show,” Anderson said. “And so 
now we love to concentrate on Christmas.”

For now, Ruffles & Rust is a labor of love. 
Anderson designs home theater systems, 
Marsh is a Realtor and Gebbia is a retiree. 
The future of the business includes possible 
franchising and a traveling trunk show.

“Jumping into a truck pulling a trailer, 
and going to Mississippi, Virginia and 
Arkansas—wherever big shows are,” 
Anderson said. “That really appeals to us.”

The Blessing Basket Project
When you shop at Ruffles & Rust, your money can go a 
long way—literally. Through an organization called The 
Blessing Basket Project, Ruffles & Rust sells colorful 
baskets hand-woven by artisans in Ghana. 

“These are beautiful gifts that have meaning to them,” 
Ruffles & Rust co-owner Diane Anderson said. 

Learn more about The Blessing Basket Project by visiting 
www.blessingbasket.org. 
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Forest Creek Medical Center 
Dr. Goode, Dr. Neitsch, 

Dr. Lewis and Dr. Sypniewski
4112 Links Lane, Ste. #201

Round Rock, Texas 78664 
(512) 672-8933

Wyoming Springs Medical Center
Dr. Strawser, Dr. Turner, Dr. Spellings, 
Dr. Dluzniewski and Dr. Kadir
7200 Wyoming Springs, Ste. #1500
Round Rock, Texas 78681
(512) 218-8696

Two convenient locations:

www.brushycreekfamilyphysicians.com

Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

Tina Philip, DO
Family Medicine

Travis Bias, DO
Family Medicine

• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations 
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health
• Board Certified    

512.252.1505 www.parkwayprimarycare.com

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112  •  Pfl ugerville
18900 Limestone Commercial Dr. Suite 600 • Pfl ugerville
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Read more about these stories and other PISD news at pfisd.net

Just as students have changed over the last fifty years, education has also had to 
adapt with the changing times. In an effort to better provide a quality education to 
today’s learners, Pflugerville ISD has created a cultural shift in learning at all campuses 
by implementing Professional Learning Communities (PLC) across the district.

The most noticeable change is the shift from teaching to student learning. Under the 
previous education model, teachers presented the material and provided assessments 
to determine if students mastered the subject. After the test was given, the teacher then  
moved on to the next scheduled skill. The new PLC model is now about differentiating 
and using data to work toward mastery for each child, better preparing them for the 
next grade and their college or career after high school.

Look for more information on PLCs on the PISD website. 

PLCs shift models from teaching to student learning

PISD NEWS

PISD leadership previews 
upcoming legislative  
session with lawmakers
With the next Texas legislative session less than two months away, 
Pflugerville ISD kicked off its grassroots legislative efforts by inviting 
educators and community members to the Education Power Hour, a 
forum with local legislators, to voice their stance on public education 
in Texas. Texas Representatives Dawnna Dukes, Donna Howard and 
Mark Strama met with members of the PISD Board of Trustees and  
district leaders to discuss their educational priorities during the 
upcoming Texas 83rd Legislative Session.

“It’s obvious why it’s important that we all advocate for education 
– because we as a country have such a huge stake in whether the 
education system succeeds or fails,” Representative Mark Strama 
said during the meeting. “If people at the grassroots level make 
themselves heard, and they say it is unacceptable for us not to do 
everything we can to help kids reach the levels we have set for them, 
the system is responsive to that type of grassroots pressure. On  
education issues, more so than any other issue, politicians do respond 
to the voice of the voters so it’s really important for people to make 
themselves heard.”

PISD Board Member Dr. Carol Fletcher said that since the school 
finance litigation will not be completed before the legislation session 
ends, she feels the most important topic is fixing the accountability 
system so that it truly achieves the goal of preparing students for  
college and career success after high school. 

“We need to stop waterboarding our children with tests and retests 
and more tests and retests,” Fletcher said. “Right now the way the 
accountability system is designed it’s counterproductive to our state 
goal. We have got to figure out a way to have accountability for  
children, schools, teachers and districts without going overboard and 
having to test everything.”

Regardless of an individual’s stance on public education in Texas, 
both district and state leaders agree the upcoming session will have  
far-reaching effects for years to come, and everyone should contact 
their elected officials with their views. Fletcher said the voice of the 
people is a powerful tool and its influence was seen during the last 
legislative session.

The Texas 83rd Legislative Session 
kicks off Jan. 8, 2013. Over the 
upcoming months PISD will be  
distributing more information about 
its legislative priorities and how  
community members can get 
involved to help ensure our state 
legislators work to provide outstand-
ing opportunities to students in Pflugerville and across the state. Visit 
the district’s website to learn more about PISD’s legislative priorities.

To see a list of PISD’s concerns and suggested solutions, visit the  
district’s website and click on the Legislative Priorities button.

Connally High School teachers Kyle Garza and Mario Ramos

Rep. Mark Strama and  
PISD Trustee Vernagene Mott

1. Instruction & Accountability 
  Overreliance on high-stakes testing 
  Lack of coordination between state and federal ratings 
  Current accountability system presents unreasonable hurdles  
  for school districts and students

2. Finance 
  Current finance system is neither adequate nor equitable 
  Current system results in fewer opportunities for students  
  compared to their peers in neighboring school districts.

3. Local Control 
  State-mandated school start date 
  Debt allotment and bond cap limits

PISD’s 2013 Legislative Priorities focus on three key areas
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dining

krave Wine Bar & Bistro
Downtown Round Rock addition caters to wine lovers 

W hen Susan Mendenhall discov-
ered Round Rock, she saw a city 
ripe with opportunity. While 

others rejected the idea that the city was 
fertile ground for an upscale wine bar and 
bistro, Mendenhall believed there existed 
an untapped market of customers eager to 
patronize an alternative to chain restau-
rants and bars. 

“My sister and I decided we were going 
to make a life change and do something for 
ourselves,” Mendenhall said. “We did some 
research on the area and saw it growing.”

Mendenhall, and her sister Kim Hiler, 
who both grew up in Alaska, decided to 
take a chance that a wine bar could work 
in Round Rock and began the process of 
creating Krave Wine Bar & Bistro. 

“I was just driving around and saw this 
building for lease,” Mendenhall said. “It 
was boarded up and had dirt floors—it was 
the ugliest building on the block.”

Despite the dilapidated appearance of 
the building, Mendenhall believed she had 
found an ideal location. 

“It felt like a gamble while we were doing 
construction,” she said. “We had com-
ments from guys doing the construction 
that it would never work in Round Rock. 
So that scared me a bit, but I had the faith.”

When Mendenhall and Hiler designed 
the Krave concept, they decided to stay 
true to what they understood—good  
wine, original dishes and a comfortable  
atmosphere. 

“We built it for the women, so that the 
women would come—and they have,” 
Mendenhall said. “We picked our target 
niche and just stuck to who we were, stayed 
true to the food and wine that we serve.”

Although there are plenty of men who 
frequent Krave, what helps attract women 
to the location is the friendly atmosphere 
they encounter, she said. 

Krave opened for business Jan. 5, 2012, 

and has already established a loyal follow-
ing of customers, Mendenhall said.

Patrons wanting to taste a variety of 
wines have the option of ordering flights—
three, 2-ounce samplings of different 
wines. Popular flight options include the 
Red River Shootout (three Texas red wines, 
$11), Italian Stallion (three Italian white 
wines, $12), and Running the Bulls (three 
Spanish red wines, $13). 

Krave also offers a variety of original 
mixed drinks, including lavender cosmo-
politans ($9) and a pink sangria ($8). 

Mendenhall, however, touts Krave for its 
food options as much as its drinks. 

“They are equal parts,” she said. “People 
who come in on a Saturday night want to 
come in and have a fine dinner.”

The food at Krave is a departure from 
the traditional fried and grilled bar menu. 
For lunch, customers can order puccia 
sandwiches—Italian breads baked to order 
with a variety of meats and fillings. 

Appetizers include smoked salmon pate 
($12) and the restaurant’s popular Italian 
nachos ($9), which come with house-made 
chips smothered in alfredo sauce and 
topped with sausage, olives, pepperoncini, 
green onions, tomatoes and parmesan. 

The salads, pizzas and entrees served at 
Krave range from Italian staples such as 
Gorgonzola gnocchi ($15) to the locally 
familiar tenderloin medallions ($22).

“The menu was a conglomeration of 
mine and my original chef’s, who was from 
Italy,” Mendenhall said. 

Judging by Krave’s early success, it 
appears Mendenhall’s gamble to open in 
Round Rock could be a successful one. 

“I feel that we are very blessed,” she 
said. “[Krave] seemed like something I 
would have went to. ... I just thought if we 
could do something like this, then people 
wouldn’t have to go down to Austin. They 
could stay in their own neighborhood.”

By JP Eichmiller

The Krave Board allows patrons to select the exact 
combinations of food they wish to enjoy. 

Krave Wine Bar & Bistro offers wine flights of different varieties, co-owner Susan Mendenhall said.

Krave Boards
Among the most popular food items at 
krave Wine Bar & Bistro is the krave Board 
($20), a selection of meats, cheeses, fruits, 
nuts, olives and chocolates that customers 
get to choose. 

“this is what we have become known for, 
our krave Boards,” krave co-owner Susan 
Mendenhall said. “People love it because 
you get to make it however you want it.”

krave Wine Bar & Bistro
121 E. Main St.
512-382-5446
www.kravewinebar.com
Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–close
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Meat (choose 2)

• prosciutto

• dry salami

• hot coppa

• ham

• turkey

• roast beef

Cheeses (2)

• cru Reserve 
gruyere 

• vintage van gogh

• Buttermilk blue

• fontina

• Sharp cheddar

• fresh mozzarella

Nuts (1)

• walnuts

• toasted pecans

• cashews

• roasted almonds

Fruits (1)

• grapes 

• apples 

• strawberries

• pears

• fresh seasonal

Olives (1)

• garlic stuffed

• blue cheese stuffed

• pimento

• green

• kalamata

Chocolates (1)

• dark

• milk

• caramel

• chocolate with nuts
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www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681
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Hospital 620
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Keep central texas’
air quality on the
“nice” list.

Keep central texas’
air quality on the
“nice” list.

Keep central texas’
air quality on the
“nice” list.

commutesolutions.com

 5:30 p.m.  ....... Candlelight Christmas Worship service with a  

focus on children and families - in the Sanctuary

 6:30 p.m.  ....... Candlelight & Communion Creekside Gathering  

Christmas service - in the Family Life Center

 8:00 p.m.  ....... Candlelight & Communion Christmas Worship  

service - in the Sanctuary

 10:30 p.m.  ..... Candlelight & Communion Christmas Worship  

service - in the Sanctuary

 *Childcare is provided for all services except the 10:30 p.m. service

Pflugerville United Methodist Church
500 E. Pecan Street

512-251-2575 • pflame.org

#8 Sierra Way (at IH-35) | Georgetown, Texas 78626 | www.georgetownfire-patio.com | 512.930.5850

Expert Advice–Quick Installation!

Logs that 
Heat!

Hargrove Radiant Series

 YOUR CHOICE $339 
(was $549)

Other sizes and Lp available

24” Blazing Pecan 24” Western Pine
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512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

1401 Medical Parkway 
Bldg. B, Suite 300 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Trust the care of your skin to 
the providers at Lone Star 
Dermatology. Combining 
specialized training with 

advanced treatments to care 
for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to 

the latest advances in acne, 
eczema, psoriasis and skin 

surgery, Lone Star Dermatology 
is here to serve you.

Specialized Skin 
Care for the Family

cOffee With iMPAct

Dr. Richard Rhodes
President/CEO of the Austin  
Community College District

By Rebecca Rose
Dr. Richard Rhodes joined Austin Community College 

in September 2011 after serving as president of El Paso 
Community College for 10 years. 

He received his bachelor’s degree in acounting and his 
master’s degree in educational management and develop-
ment from New Mexico State University. He earned his 
doctorate through the Community College Leadership 
Program at The University of Texas.

Rhodes is a member of the American Youthworks board 
of trustees.

What are some of the ACC board of 
trustees’ goals for the upcoming term?

The whole focus of the board is on stu-
dent success. That means taking it a step 
at a time and seeing where a student enters 
ACC and what they need to get them to 
the next level and ultimately to graduation 
or transfer or employment. Not everybody 
who comes to ACC wants to get a degree, 
and not everybody wants to transfer. But 
they do want to get a job. So how do we 
help them get from Point A to Point B? You 
take it a step at a time. 

How does ACC work with community 
partners?

One of the ways is through customized 
training. We have specific industries and 
businesses here. They need their employees 
to get additional training and skills for that 
company to be successful. Through our 
continuing education and workforce area, 
we work with that company to provide 
customized training specifically for that 
business. We have program advisory com-
mittees on all of our degree programs, 
so we get constant feedback on what our 
program should look like and how we need 
to change the curriculum to make it better, 
and to keep it updated with the needs of 
business and industry. 

As an example, with [Proposition] 1, 
we began looking at that and what the 
impact would be on us at ACC, and where 
we needed to position ourselves for that to 
be ready. We know that somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 60 percent of the jobs that 
will be created as a result of a four-year 
medical school in Central Texas are going 
to require a two-year degree. What are 
those skill sets going to be, and how do we 
need to add new program areas or modify 
existing ones to be ready for that?

Recently we solicited some Department 
of Labor grants in order to help us change 
our curriculum for the future. Historically 
we think of college education in terms of 
three credit hours [per course]. But if you 
truly break down each of those hours, there 
are some specific competencies that you 
are expected to learn. … If a person wants 
to get an [associate] degree in computer 
programming and go on to get a bachelor’s 

degree, what are the specific competencies 
that you want that student to obtain? … So 
we got a DOL grant—our share of it is about 
$2 million—to convert computer program-
ming from a credit-based program to a 
competency-based program.  

What is the best way for a business to get 
engaged with ACC?

Each business has specific skill set 
desires and needs. The best way is through 
program advisory, and working through 
the chamber of commerce to express those 
needs. We also want to know what the 
needs are of business and industry …  and 
see how we can modify [our programs] to 
meet those needs. It could be the custom-
ized training, or it could be that we could 
go in together, through the Texas Work-
force Commission, and get a grant that 
could help them. We’ve been successful in 
doing that for retraining. I would really love 
to see expanded numbers of paid intern-
ship possibilities for our students, which is 
good for everybody—the student and the 
business. It’s good for the college because 
it keeps students on track. Seventy-five 
percent of our students work part-time, so 
it’s a great way to get them earning money 
so they can continue [their classes].

How does ACC plan to use the Highland 
Mall site in the long term?

We completed the purchase of the 
Highland Mall about two months ago. 
It’s 84 acres and 1.2 million square feet. 
We still have about 90 tenants who will 
stay through the holiday season. We are 
starting on the construction in the spring. 
The first building [to be remodeled] will be 
the JC Penney’s building. It will take about 
12–14 months. That is an exciting project. 
It is 200,000 square feet with two floors. 
Almost half of it is going to be dedicated to 
the math emporium … a [500- to 600-seat] 
accelerated math emporium for those stu-
dents who need help in math before they 
are ready for college-level mathematics. It’s 
going to look different because instead of a 
classroom with 25–30 students, it’s going 
to be a huge open lab. Some of the instruc-
tion is going to be through a professor to 
students. A lot of the instruction is going 

to be self-paced and have peer tutors. It 
will enhance efficiency and effectiveness 
of student progression. The other half is 
“swing space” for when we have renova-
tions at another site, so students who are 
displaced can still attend class while we are 
renovating.

I really get excited about it because it is 
more than a campus. You look at what can 
happen in the master plan. We will have 
living space—apartments, condominiums. 
The centerpiece, the 1.2 million [square 
feet] of existing space, will be learning 
space and will be public/private partner-
ships. We’ll have some affiliations with 
nonprofits that can be housed there, and 
some high-tech companies that will be 
housed there that will hopefully offer some 
internships and training programs. 

How will ACC’s new campuses in Elgin and 
Hays County contribute to the growth of 
the college?  

Elgin is the first one that is going to 
open, in fall 2013. It’s ahead of schedule 
and under budget. We have large numbers 
of place-bound students that wouldn’t 
[otherwise] have access [to college]. Elgin 
is a pretty long commute to attend our 
other campuses. We look at how we provide 
access to a new population and look at what 
are the programmatic needs of that specific 
community we now serve. We’ll also have 
more transfer degree programs because of 
the close proximity to Texas State. 

What would it take for Pflugerville to get 
an ACC campus?

It has to come from the community. We 
cannot advocate for it. We can provide 
information as to what a difference it 
makes as far as in-district tuition and out-
of-district tuition. It has to be a ground-
swell from the community to want to 
have ACC in the community. That’s what 
happened in Elgin, that’s what happened 
in Hays County. We’ve got two different 
beginnings of a groundswell of support 
for annexation in two communities right 
now. The first is Pflugerville, and the other 
one is in Fredericksburg. Both of those 
communities, I think, are planning for 
[annexation] in the near future. 
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Austin Community College President/CEO Richard Rhodes discusses the school’s 
goals with Claire Love, Community Impact Newspaper Austin Metro publisher.
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G U I T A R   |   B A S S   |   K E Y S   |   V O C A L S   |   D R U M S   |   R E C O R D I N G

Guitar Center Studios® is a state-of-the-art facility  
offering lessons for musicians of all skill levels.  

GIVE THE  
GIFT OF MUSIC
Free Studios Registration with the  

purchase of a 4 lesson pack gift card
LESSONS

BEGINNER TO ADVANCED  |  WORLD-CLASS CURRICULUM  |  FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING  |  CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS

RECORDING
ONE-ON-ONE LESSONS AND COURSES FOR LOGIC PRO, GARAGEBAND, PRO TOOLS AND MORE

Guitar Center Studios Round Rock
2200 S IH 35, Suite B4  |  Round Rock, TX 78681  |  (512) 244-0531  |  GuitarCenterStudios.com

Become our fan on Facebook

1212-gcs-round-rock-comm-impact-pub-10x12.25-v1.indd   1 11/26/12   8:58 AM
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Williamson County Regional 
Animal Shelter
Facility encourages adopting homeless pets

I n the 2011–12 fiscal year, more than 
4,000 cats and dogs were adopted 
from the Williamson County Regional 

Animal Shelter said Cheryl Schneider, Wil-
liamson County Animal services director. 

That’s compared to a total intake of 
7,733 animals, including cats, dogs and 
rabbits; livestock such as chickens and 
goats; wildlife such as bats, deer and 
birds; domestic pets such as hamsters and 
guinea pigs; and even a kangaroo. 

The shelter was founded in March 2007 
as a central facility for animal intake and 
adoption in the county. Schneider, who 
joined WCRAS in October 2007, said the 
shelter has been “bursting at the seams” 
with homeless animals since its opening.

“We were over capacity on day one. 
We did not have the space in this shelter 
for the number of animals that come in,” 
Schneider said. “To this day, [we have] 
several hundred more animals coming in 
than the year previous.”

To cope with space shortages and 
save as many pets as possible, WCRAS 
works with other rescue groups such as 

nOnPROfit

By Korri Kezar

Volunteer Lori Coll holds Toto after cleaning him and his siblings’ cage. 
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Williamson County Regional 
Animal Shelter
1855 S.E. Inner Loop
Mon.–Fri. noon–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
943-3322
http://pets.wilco.org S
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Honorina’s Cat Rescue, Austin Pets Alive 
and the Austin and Williamson County 
Humane Societies, which take in dogs and 
cats and allow people to adopt them from 
those programs. Volunteers also foster 
animals until new homes are found. Ani-
mals are rarely euthanized at WCRAS, 
and when it is impossible to avoid, shelter 
staff take the decision very seriously.

“It’s a very hard decision to make—
extremely hard. I think every decision 
[to euthanize] should be that hard, 
whether it’s your animal, or my animal 
or whatever,” Schneider said. “I have staff 
that are very caring, and we all think 
about it, and we talk about ... what ani-
mals will be euthanized.”

Despite the shelter being beyond capac-
ity, a majority of the shelter’s incoming 
animals are adopted by new families. 
WCRAS has achieved an average  
90 percent save rate for cats and a 94 per-
cent rate for dogs this year. 

In addition to increasing that rate, 
Schneider said her future goals for the shel-
ter are to expand the WCRAS facility, add 

veterinary staff and expand current vacci-
nation and feral cat spay/neuter programs.

“[I] definitely would like to have ... a 
veterinary clinic where people who adopt 
animals from us can bring them back and 
possibly offer some limited veterinary 
services to those who can’t afford it other-
wise,” Schneider said.

She also encourages anyone looking for 
a pet to adopt or foster one and save a life 
instead of going to breeders.

“Animals are animals. It’s the way you 
treat them and the way you raise them, or 
the way they’ve been raised, that makes 
their personality,” she said.

All pets adopted at WCRAS are spayed 
or neutered, microchipped, tested for feline 
leukemia or heartworms, and vaccinated.

For those who cannot take an animal 
home, volunteers are always needed to 
feed, clean and socialize with the animals. 
Interested individuals should fill out vol-
unteer applications at the shelter’s website 
and plan to attend a volunteer orientation. 
Volunteers must be at least 12 years old; ages 
12–15 must volunteer with a parent, and 
volunteers ages 16–17 must have parental 
permission. Any adult may volunteer.
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Concerned about the HIGH COST of College?
Let us help you lower 
your college costs.

MyCollegeStrategy.com
D. Bryant Smith 

CFP®, CWS®

President – C.A.S.H. 
Strategy Group, LLC

512-323-3245

Classes start January 14. Register NOW.

austincc.edu

Austin Community College
Community Impact
4.9167 x 2.94, cmyk
Run starts 12/06/12

/SHOEFITTERS
LAKELINE MALL

(512) 996-9304

BARTON CREEK 
(512) 732-0037

Real Sherling!

$
and
 up34.90

Your Cozy Slipper
Super Store!

Men’s & Women’s
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Solar farm planned  
on former landfill site
Georgetown A planned solar farm 
development could help Georgetown 
utility customers diversify their energy 
consumption and lessen their intake of 
fossil fuels.

On Sept. 25, Georgetown City Coun-
cil approved rezoning 51.82 acres at 
the city’s former landfill site for public 
facility district use. According to city 
documents, up to 18 acres of the parcel, 
located at 250 W.L. Walden Drive near 
the San Gabriel River, could be used to 
build a solar farm that would produce  
2 megawatts of solar energy.

“I’m excited to see this project moving 
forward,” City Councilwoman Rachael 
Jonrowe said. “It’s a step toward the 
city meeting its goal of having a larger 
percentage of our energy come from 
renewable [sources].”

Approving the rezoning request was 
the first step in developing the farm. City 
staff are now working to put together a 
proposal that will outline what they want 
the solar facility to include.

“We’ve done some preliminary analy-
sis of the site and determined that it’s 
possible to put solar generation at the 
site,” Assistant City Manager Jim Briggs 

Cedar Park/Leander Several Cedar 
Park and Leander businesses are benefiting 
from the highest domestic energy produc-
tion rate since 1995 despite not excavating 
any crude oil or natural gas themselves.

Instead, these companies are creating 
the technology and equipment neces-
sary to unearth these natural resources. 
Their products are being used primarily in 
Texas, where 30.7 percent of the nation’s 
energy production has occurred so far this 
year, according to U.S. Energy Information 
Administration data—tops in the nation 
and higher than the next four oil-produc-
ing states combined.

Gov. Rick Perry personally recognized 
some of the area businesses that help 
bolster the state’s energy sector, having 
visited Corvalent in May and Tolteq  
in October.

“These companies are making a differ-
ence around the globe, and we’re really 

proud to have those companies in Texas 
making an impact, particularly in energy,” 
Perry said Oct. 10 at Tolteq’s Cedar Park 
headquarters. “It’s the small-business men 
and women who are truly the catalysts for 
this state.”

Perry also credited Tolteq President Paul 
Deere, who helped the company evolve 
over the course of nine years to become the 
leading developer of drilling navigation 
systems ideal for horizontal excavating.

The product line has come in handy, 
Deere said, allowing more than three-
quarters of oil excavation operations to 
drill horizontally—versus only one-third 
when Tolteq started, Deere said.

It is a perfect marriage, he said, between 
technology and energy, one of Texas’ oldest 
business sectors.

“I think these next-generation businesses 
are the future for the state,” Deere said. 
“And, we have Austin, one of the leading 
tech hubs in the country, so merging those 
two together just makes sense.”

Tolteq has experienced exponential 
growth since debuting its product line in 
2009, causing the company to relocate last 
year from Brushy Creek Drive to a new, 
larger $2 million facility on BMC Drive. 
That was when Tolteq had 19 employees—
there are now 43, bringing the new build-
ing near capacity little more than one year 
after opening.

“We probably won’t expand next year,” 
Deere said, despite having 14 acres sur-
rounding the site to someday create a com-
pany campus. “My plan is to be as efficient 
as we can with this building ... we will have 
plans for the next building by [2013].”

As Deere, a Cedar Park native, steadily 
grows the Tolteq operation, industrial 
computer manufacturer Corvalent 
re-established itself in Texas to take 

advantage of the state’s business climate 
and proximity to energy production.

The move has paid off so far, President 
and CEO Ed Trevis said, as Corvalent’s 
business with oil and gas companies 
makes up 30 percent of Corvalent’s 
clients, compared with just 2 percent to 3 
percent before moving from California’s 
Silicon Valley in 2009.
Full story by Joe Lanane

Increased energy production boosts area businesses
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Crude production BY 
STATE

1,925
BARRELS PER DAy      

AVERAGE
(July 2012)

TExAS PRODUCES MORE 
THAN NExT FOUR 

OIL-PRODUCING STATES 
COMBINED

TOTAL U.S. production 6,282

NORTH DAKOTA
676 barrels/day

CALIFORNIA
530 barrels/day

ALASKA
415 barrels/day

NEW MExICO
226 barrels/day

Source: u.S. energy information 
Administration (Oct. 12, 2012)

“In most cases, what we find [is] the 
homes are not situated properly to take 
advantage of the solar output to the max-
imum potential,” he said. “So what hap-
pens is [residents] are trying to take an 
application that works well in a certain 
way and conform it to an existing static 
situation on their existing home, and 
they don’t get the production they want.”

Georgetown has an integrated energy 
resource plan that calls for the city to 
utilize different types of energy to keep 
from becoming overdependent on one 
source. 

The solar farm was proposed to meet 
that plan and to accommodate a growing 
number of residents who want to take 
advantage of solar power, Briggs said.

“People would be able to acquire the 
energy that would be produced out of 
this complex,” he said. 
Full story by Korri Kezar
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Proposed 
development

Proposed 
development

Approximately 51.82 acres of 
a 73.48-acre tract that once 
contained the city’s landfill, 
which was shut down in 1992, 
were rezoned for a solar farm. 
Up to 18 of those acres could be 
utilized to produce about  
2 megawatts of energy.

Source: CalFinder solar contractors
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said. “We have ideas ... on how we want 
to approach [the solar farm] and how 
we want parts of it to be organized, but 
we’ll leave it pretty much open in the 
proposal process for people to solicit 
their ideas of how they would approach 
the project and tie it in.”

Although no firm timeline for the 
project has been set, Briggs said the pro-
posal will be available for firms to bid  
upon in early 2013. After bidding, Briggs 
said he hopes to award a contract for the 
project in late spring or early summer.

“We want to make sure we take our time 
and we select the right vendor,” Briggs said. 

The City of Georgetown already allows 
residents to install solar panels and wind 
turbines of 10 kilowatts or less on their 
property and offers utility bill credit for 
the amount of electricity produced by 
renewable energy sources. 

Residents can also take advantage  
of a 30 percent federal rebate for install-
ing solar panels, according to the city 
website. 

However, panels for residences can 
cost homeowners between $8,000 and 
$35,000 in upfront and installation 
costs, according to the website. Not all 
houses are appropriately placed to absorb 
enough energy, and some panels do not 
store excess energy and are unusable 
when the sun is not shining, Briggs said.

(In thousands of barrels per day)
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Nonprofit

Dining

Northwest Austin Carol Feille D’Avila 
enjoys hearing children in the audience 
laugh during a performance of the “Austin 
Children’s Nutcracker.”

D’Avila said the “Nutcracker” has always 
been for the children, both on stage and in 
the audience.

“Ours definitely lends itself to the family. 
Children get very excited, especially when 
the Rat King comes out,” said D’Avila, 
owner and artistic director of the Austin 
City Ballet, a nonprofit that produces 
the “Austin Children’s Nutcracker” each 
December.

Of the 50-plus cast members, all but 
about 12 are between the ages of 7 and 18. 
D’Avila said having a show with mostly 
children gives them the opportunity to 
dance in numerous, and often more chal-
lenging, roles than other “Nutcracker” 
performances might offer. There are also 

Austin At Chisholm Trail Icehouse & 
BBQ, food has a family lineage that can be 
traced back several generations.

Owner Randy Hashem is the grandson, 
son and nephew of several family members 
who have been barbecue connoisseurs, 
cooks and recipe innovators for many 
decades. The restaurant’s most-ordered 
items, such as potato salad, squash casse-
role and barbecued meats, involve recipes 
and techniques Hashem learned from  
his mother, aunt, grandfather and  
grandmother.

“Food has been in our family a long 
time,” he said. “I always tell people that I 
didn’t get this physique by watching people 
eat. I ate my share of it for sure.”

Hashem’s grandfather, Lupe Jasso, was 
a grill master who frequently barbecued 
meats, especially for Easter. When Jasso 

Austin City Ballet

Chisholm Trail 
Icehouse & BBQ

full stories at impactnews.comfull stories at impactnews.com

Now Open
Austin Hookah bar Cafe Darband, 
9112 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. A200, 
opened in mid-October and serves about 
30 different flavors of hookah, including 
mint, apple, orange and strawberry. The 
cafe also serves Mediterranean cold cuts, 
falafel, mazah, Turkish coffees, Persian ice 
cream and smoothies. 905-9216

Cedar Park An opening ceremony was 
held Nov. 7 for Recruit Veterans, 930 
S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 104, Cedar Park. The 
staffing agency specializes in finding work 
in the Central Texas area for veterans who 

have recently served or have long retired. 
The company has had roots in Cedar 
Park since 2009, having previously been 
located across the street. 996-0999, www.
recruitveterans.com

Coming soon
Austin Construction is under way on 
a new Stein Mart, which will be located 
immediately south of H-E-B Plus, 14028 
N. US 183. The fashion and accessory 
retail operation will occupy 33,000 square 
feet and serve as the company’s fourth 
Austin location. No official opening date 
has been confirmed. www.steinmart.com

In the News
Georgetown All Things Kids has 
teamed up with the Georgetown Police 
Department’s Blue Santa program to 
provide American-made toys for the 
charity’s distribution to children in 
need this holiday season. Monetary 
donations are being taken at All Things 
Kids, 703 S. Main St. The store sells toys, 
books and candy, and holds events and 
summer camps. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 10 
a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–10 p.m. and Sun. 
noon–6 p.m. 868-2659,  
www.allthingskidsusa.com
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Chisholm Trail Icehouse & BBQ
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 148
258-3063
www.bbq512.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

Austin City Ballet  
13291 Pond Springs Road
989-3363	•	www.austincityballet.org

complicated roles and grow more in their 
skills,” D’Avila said. “By the beginning 
of the ‘Nutcracker,’ their skills have just 
completely morphed.”
Full story by Amy Denney
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died in 1992, Hashem acquired his grand-
father’s barbecue pit and began trying to 
replicate his techniques.

The restaurant smokes its meats with 
pecan and oak firewood, a practice that 
was not easy to perfect, he said.

“I tried for, like, three years to cook a 
brisket on that pit, and I screwed it up 
every time,” Hashem said. “So then it 
became a mission to figure it out. Once we 
kind of figured that out, we started doing 
tailgate stuff.” 

The name of the restaurant comes from 
Chisholm Trail in Round Rock where 
Hashem planned to open the restaurant 
in a building constructed in 1856. Because 
of the cost to occupy a historical building, 
he instead decided to open in Austin.

“We’re trying to give you a home-
cooked feel,” Hashem said. “I think 
that’s what people love the most about 
[the food]—you can taste that things are 
homemade.”
 Full story by Lyndsey Taylor

two casts so that major roles such as the 
character of Clara can be rotated among 
dancers. D’Avila said that at other ballet 
companies, children might only have just 
one role.

D’Avila said instructors also teach the 
dancers to be mindful of the sets and props 
and know their responsibilities during the 
show.

“People think it’s children and it will 
be a recital, but they walk away thinking, 
‘Wow, that was so professional,’” she said.

Many attendees are repeat customers, 
D’Avila said, coming from throughout the 
United States.

“We have one family from Fort Worth 
that has been coming every year,” she said.

Rehearsals began Aug. 25, and D’Avila 
said the dancers meet every Saturday from 
11:30 a.m.–6 p.m., with some of the roles, 
such as the reed flutes and Spanish danc-
ers, rehearsing during the week.

“[The children] get to do more 

1-866-467-5273
NextCareImpact.com

(E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
& Sunrise Rd.)
1240 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm, 
Sat-Sun: 8am-4pm

(Visit website to see all locations & hours)

Just in case 
   you missed 
     a day...

Call Us & Skip 
 The Waiting Room!

http://www.nextcareespanol.com

facebook QR URL DIRECT

www.NewNextCare.com

NextCare Homepage QR URL DIRECT

WAHOO https://www.nextcare.com/mobile/checkin.phpURL DIRECT http://www.nextcare.com/mobile/locations.php

http://www.nextcare.com/index.php/Mobile/guarantee

NextCareRRock_CommImpact_0812.indd   1 8/29/12   4:31 PM
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CHANCE LOVE
Agent

TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RANCH, RIVER 
& RECREATIONAL PROPERTY

SPECIALIST IN
HUNTING PROPERTIES

512-657-9207  |  www.theandersgroup.com

Loop 1 and Highway 360.
Shopping Line® 512.327.7040

U.S. Hwy. 183 & R.R 620.
Shopping Line® 512.257.7467

®

Minutes from downtown off N. Mopac,
exit Braker Lane or Burnet Road.
Shopping Line® 512.795.4230. 

Now through December 24

Visit facebook.com or simon.com
for a complete list of hours. 
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WATCHING OVER YOUR ASSETS SINCE 1948

Safes • Security Hardware
Locksmith Services • Access 

Control Systems • Alarm 
Systems • Surveillance Systems 
Automotive Keys • Door & Frame

Downtown
807 E 4th Street 

512-472-6273

North 
8225 Burnet Road 

512-454-9547

South 
1414 W Ben White

512-447-1883

2119 N Mays
512-246-3979

Our Round Rock 
location has moved to:

www.facebook.com/cothrons CothronSecurity Stephanie Lloyd 
Cothrons Marketing Director

Licence # B10744

ALL SAFES ARE ON 
SALE THIS DECEMBER!
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ReAl eStAte

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78634 Hutto Brushy Creek Meadows 1002 Easy Cove 3br/2ba $120,000 1,556 Colleen Sellars 512-971-0665 RE/MAx 1

78634 Hutto Clarks Crossing 204 Quail Circle 3br/2ba $109,900 1,336 James Morelli 512-744-4153 RE/MAx Capital City

78634 Hutto Country View Estates 521 Will Smith Circle 4br/3ba $348,000 3,056 Craig Sanderson 512-312-5855 Keller Williams Realty

78634 Hutto Dunn Williamson 281 Lemens Ave. 3br/2ba $399,000 1,973 Deborah Dahlberg-Rowland 512-743-0516 Stanberry & Associates

78634 Hutto Emory Farms 1001 South Pasture 3br/2ba $190,276 2,020 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78634 Hutto Emory Farms 1012 South Pasture 4br/2ba $285,214 3,275 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78634 Hutto Emory Farms 132 Emory Fields 3br/2ba $228,356 2,500 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78634 Hutto Emory Farms 140 Wallin Farms 5br/2ba $225,725 3,270 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78634 Hutto Emory Farms 142 Emory Fields 3br/2ba $185,627 2,020 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78634 Hutto Emory Farms 1010 South Pasture 4br/2ba $249,852 3,200 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78634 Hutto Ferguson 451 Windmill Ridge 3br/3ba $475,000 3,004 Sandra Nordhausen 512-750-1350 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78634 Hutto Hutto Square 304 Lidell St. 3br/2ba $129,900 1,310 Karen Staha 512-217-2435 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78634 Hutto Lakeside Estates 107 Cattail Cove 3br/2ba $139,000 1,890 Kevin Elliott 512-347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78634 Hutto Park at Brushy Creek 103 Shiloh Cove 4br/2ba $159,900 1,796 David Pavliska 512-422-5457 RE/MAx Round Rock

78634 Hutto Railroad 107 Live Oak St. 3br/2ba $209,500 2,067 Anne Cano 512-673-6008 RE/MAx Round Rock

78634 Hutto Riverwalk 210 Creston St. 3br/2ba $157,500 2,281 Derrick Miller 512-470-3969 Goldwasser Real Estate

78634 Hutto Star Ranch 1208 Whitemoss Drive 4br/2ba $229,900 3,003 Heather Jones 512-293-7206 Turnquist Partners Realtors

78634 Hutto Thomas Park 109 Thomas Park Drive 3br/2ba $79,999 1,620 Norma Carleton 512-576-6755 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78660 Pflugerville Avalon 3325 Crispin Hall Lane 4br/2ba $193,823 1,946 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78660 Pflugerville Commons/Rowe Lane 20820 Huckabee Bend 4br/2ba $240,045 2,802 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78660 Pflugerville Commons/Rowe Lane 2412 Lynx Court 3br/2ba $207,946 2,020 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78660 Pflugerville Commons/Rowe Lane 21013 Havant Way 3br/2ba $262,205 2,500 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78660 Pflugerville Commons/Rowe Lane 2712 Sixpence Lane 5br/3ba $313,403 3,993 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78660 Pflugerville Fairways Blackhawk 2301 Dunes Drive 5br/3ba $220,000 2,757 Meta Bates 512-694-9316 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 611 Black Locust Drive 3br/2ba $126,500 1,425 San Juanita Schafer 512-423-1349 Private Label Realty

78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 1306 Haley Gray Drive 3br/2ba $130,000 1,724 Knolly Williams 512-206-0060 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Highland Park North 720 Kingston Lacy Blvd. 5br/2ba $181,000 2,870 Patricia Smith 512-637-8277 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Lakeside at Blackhawk 20209 Jackies Ranch Road 5br/3ba $320,767 4,132 John Bawduniak 713-253-3080 Gatehouse Properties

78660 Pflugerville Meadows of Blackhawk 2600 Pumpkin Ridge Court 3br/2ba $189,000 2,078 Nora Wall 512-789-3421 RE/MAx Capital City III

78660 Pflugerville Sarahs Creek 15526 Sarahs Creek Drive 4br/2ba $135,000 2,041 John Mick 512-964-5724 RE/MAx Capital City

78660 Pflugerville Villages of Hidden Lake 18525 Dry Brook Loop 4br/2ba $205,000 2,648 Reggie Mitchell 512-924-0280 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78660 Pflugerville Willow Creek 400 Willow Wood Drive 3br/2ba $172,500 2,072 Michelle Sheehan 512-251-4950 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78660 Pflugerville Windermere 16402 Knottingham Drive 3br/2ba $119,900 1,264 William Johnson 512-609-9096 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78660 Pflugerville Windermere 16027 Fitchburg Circle 2br/2ba $53,000 970 Michelle Sheehan 512-251-4950 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78664 Round Rock Cambridge Heights 1713 Candelaria Mesa Drive 3br/2ba $169,900 2,278 Teresa "T" Trevino 512-439-6799 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78664 Round Rock Chandler Creek 1100 Terrier Cove 3br/2ba $155,000 1,738 Kasey Jorgenson 512-574-5484 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 115 Fred Couples Drive 4br/2ba $208,000 2,166 Leisa Ormsbee 512-590-1833 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78664 Round Rock Greenhill 1806 Easton Drive 3br/2ba $75,000 1,028 Linda Graves 512-744-4584 RE/MAx Capital City III

78664 Round Rock Springbrook Centre 1621 Jerusalem 4br/2ba $169,900 2,608 Russell Eitel 512-276-8800 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78664 Round Rock Springbrook Centre 1801 Gnu Gap 3br/2ba $145,000 1,815 Nason Hengst 512-775-7900 Keller Williams Realty

Property Listings ZIP code guide
78634 Hutto
78660 Pflugerville 
78664 Dell Inc./Gattis School Road area
78665 University Blvd./Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78717 Brushy Creek area

720 Kingston Lacy Blvd.  $181,000

1806 Easton Drive  $75,000

210 Creston St.  $157,500

142 Emory Fields  $185,627

ReAl eStAte

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

October 2012 192 95 29 $223,907 $164,774 $150,247

October 2011 157 88 37 $210,567 $158,522 $146,975

September 2012 188 78 38 $224,084   $164,422 $139,687

August 2012 230 81 35 $233,078 $161,632 $136,070

July 2012 236 108 41 $217,655 $151,921 $147,025

June 2012 226 91 51 $228,257 $156,649 $131,377

May 2012 224 125 50 $223,511 $163,753 $138,907

April 2012 216 101 26 $219,917 $155,765 $141,989

March 2012 197 74 31 $213,106 $154,141 $147,706

Market Data
On the market  (Oct. 1–31) Monthly home sales

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto Round Rock Pflugerville Hutto

Less than $100,000 34 15 25 46 22 60

$100,000–$149,999 107 139 65 47 61 69

$150,000–$199,999 184 164 47 67 58 53

$200,000–$299,999 328 133 23 76 85 113

$300,000–$399,999 156 10 8 84 147 229

$400,000–$499,999 57 1 5 75 176 92

$500,000–$749,999 21 0 2 77 0 232

$750,000–$999,999 1 0 3 92 0 169

$1 million + 0 0 3 0 0 481

Data compiled by
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133

kathryn.fowler@kw.com
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ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78664 Round Rock Springbrook Centre 17009 Tortoise St. 5br/2ba $190,000 2,952 Leisa Ormsbee 512-590-1833 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78664 Round Rock Windy Park 1602 Windy Park Drive 3br/2ba $128,900 1,478 Tim Kress 512-719-5555 RE/MAx 1

78665 Round Rock Eagle Ridge 3612 Hawk Ridge St. 4br/2ba $178,500 2,558 Kimberly Johnson 512-293-6653 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78665 Round Rock Forest Ridge 1501 Shady Hillside Pass 4br/2ba $200,000 2,122 Stacy Molsberry 512-797-5208 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Forest Ridge 3021 Indigo Trail 5br/3ba $333,000 3,465 Michelle Allen 512-637-8212 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Lake Forest 810 Shady Bluff Cove 5br/4ba $525,000 4,672 Karen Halsema 512-514-1312 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78665 Round Rock Meadow Lake 1211 Pike Path 4br/2ba $160,000 2,370 Stuart Sutton 512-844-3254 RE/MAx 1

78665 Round Rock Meadow Lake 1406 Gulf Way 4br/2ba $129,900 1,363 Rusty Coffman 512-297-7580 RE/MAx Round Rock

78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2728 Santa Barbara Loop 4br/2ba $246,591 2,333 John Bawduniak 713-253-3080 Gatehouse Properties

78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2801 Saint Frances Court 4br/3ba $293,500 3,164 David Pavliska 512-422-5457 RE/MAx Round Rock

78665 Round Rock Preserve at Dyer Creek 1012 Jack Bradley 4br/2ba $316,018 3,275 April Maki 512-470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78665 Round Rock Teravista 1112 Hidden View Place 6br/2ba $229,900 2,647 Charles young 512-794-6688 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Ryans Crossing 3870 Willie Mays Lane 3br/2ba $159,000 1,942 Gary Cocanougher 512-773-3989 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78665 Round Rock Settlers Crossing 2444 Pearson Way 3br/2ba $159,000 1,708 Heather Smith 512-636-3994 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78665 Round Rock Teravista 718 Bent Wood Place 3br/2ba $189,900 1,539 Kent Steenken 512-635-0439 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Teravista 4015 Meadow Bluff Way 4br/2ba $288,500 3,216 Randy McDonald 512-217-6950 Stanberry & Associates

78665 Round Rock Teravista 1817 Greyleaf Path 2br/3ba $260,992 2,264 Pamela Buske 512-704-4672 RE/MAx Capital City II

78665 Round Rock Teravista 4219 Woodhaven Trail 3br/2ba $221,190 1,801 Pamela Buske 512-704-4672 RE/MAx Capital City II

78665 Round Rock Teravista 4331 Greatview Drive 5br/3ba $462,608 4,252 Pamela Buske 512-704-4672 RE/MAx Capital City II

78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2622 Crestfield Place 5br/3ba $300,000 3,049 Tara Knight 512-751-4834 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 3017 Sumac Court 4br/3ba $350,000 3,701 Dean Erickson 512-328-3588 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Brushy Bend Park 1901 Brushy Bend Drive 4br/2ba $279,950 2,750 Erhard Sudermann 512-750-7642 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78681 Round Rock Oaklands 711 Ivy Court 3br/2ba $209,000 2,143 Jacqueline Conner 512-560-9556 Pacesetter Properties

78681 Round Rock Round Rock West 1400 Abbey Road 4br/3ba $213,500 2,665 Patricia Smith 512-637-8277 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Round Rock West 1503 Blanchard Drive 3br/2ba $197,500 1,905 Anne Cobern 512-646-1301 RE/MAx Capital City II

78681 Round Rock Sendero Springs 4411 Angelico Lane 4br/2ba $279,000 2,906 Kristi Long Sanguinet 512-922-7191 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78681 Round Rock Stone Canyon 200 Cloud Peak Cove 4br/2ba $189,900 2,024 Kiersty Lombar 512-439-3696 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78681 Round Rock Village at Mayfield Ranch 3708 Pine Needle Circle 3br/2ba $185,000 1,682 Susan Truair 512-691-6957 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78681 Round Rock Woods 2000 Chaparral Drive 4br/2ba $229,900 2,721 Teresa "T" Trevino 512-439-6799 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78717 Austin Avery Brookside 15613 Echo Hills Drive 4br/3ba $375,000 3,318 Terri Romere 512-431-5435 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78717 Austin Avery Ranch East 16612 Barrhead Cove 4br/2ba $299,500 2,579 Mary Jane Moran 512-656-7600 Realty Austin

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 11233 Persimmon Gap Drive 3br/2ba $210,000 1,848 Kenn Renner 512-423-5626 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78717 Austin Casitas at Avery Ranch 11104 Casitas Drive 4br/2ba $309,000 3,211 Kym Wunsch 512-970-5966 Prudential Texas Realty

78717 Austin Davis Spring 14922 Galena Drive 3br/2ba $220,000 2,145 Marilyn Williams 512-413-5078 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Plaza Townhomes at Avery Ranch 14812 Avery Ranch Blvd. 3br/2ba $179,900 1,646 Cynthia Maguire 512-657-4400 RE/MAx Capital City III

78717 Austin Woods Brushy Creek 15811 De Peer Cove 3br/2ba $150,000 1,754 Stuart Sutton 512-844-3254 RE/MAx 1

78717 Austin Woods Brushy Creek 15806 Chatham Wood Drive 4br/2ba $339,900 3,257 William Raymond 512-745-7698 Keller Williams Realty

Property Listings

4015 Meadow Bluff Way $288,500

1503 Blanchard Drive $197,500

14922 Galena Drive $220,000

2801 Saint Frances Court $293,500

1602 Windy Park Drive $128,900

ReAl eStAte

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 11/14/12 and 11/21/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Please Visit our Showroom and Warehouse
15406 IH 35 North
Austin, Texas 78728

Carpet •  Wood • Stone • Tile • Laminate
floorcenterstx.com • 512-989-7737

10-YEAR 

ANNIVERSARY SALE

10% OFF ENTIRE ORDER*

Must present coupon at initial consultation. 
Interest-free financing available. 

*See store for details. EXPIRES 1/31/13
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


