
Multifamily housing issues loom large in 2012
Past, present and future demand for multifamily housing grows with cities

Toll 130 pushes growth for Pflugerville, Hutto
Round Rock envisions 
continued growth east

Pflugerville officials are banking on the area around and near the intersection of Toll 130 and Toll 45 to drive 
growth. Farther north, both Hutto and Round Rock are growing in the direction of Toll 130.

By Samantha Bryant and Christine Bolaños 
Pflugerville Mayor Pro Tem Victor Gonza-

les remembers when the east side of the city 
was nothing but empty fields and shopping 
options were slim.

“I know my grandmother used to shop in 
Austin. If you needed to see a doctor, you had 
to go to Austin,” he said. 

But now the east side of Plugerville is 
one of the city’s fastest-growing sections, an 
expansion that is largely due to Toll 130 and 
Toll 45, Gonzales said. 

“The construction [of the tollways] created 
that synergy to bring businesses to Pfluger-
ville, and more importantly, bring that traffic 
to Pflugerville—because we had people from 
all around coming to shop in Pflugerville: 
Hutto, Manor, Taylor, Elgin. It became more 
of a regional type of destination for business,” 
he said. 

Driving north on Toll 130 through Pfluger-
ville, development is evident in the boom-
ing retail Stone Hill Town Center. As soon 
as February, drivers might also see roadway 
construction near Kelly Lane as the city aims 
to ease traffic congestion and attract retail 
business. 

Pflugerville is not the only city growing 
along the tollway. Farther north, near Hutto 
and past Hwy. 79, drivers can view the begin-
nings of commercial development—pipes 
for water and wastewater lines and the land 
that has been set aside for the campus of the 
East Williamson County Higher Education 
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By Blake Rasmussen
Traveling east on Univer-

sity Boulevard, just past Scott 
& White Hospital but before 
Caldwell Elementary School, sits 
a plot of undeveloped land, half 
flat, half slanted by a hill that 
veers off into residential prop-
erty, all surrounded by the kind 
of slight wire fence that is com-
mon throughout Texas.

That site has been pegged by a 
Dallas-based multifamily prop-
erty developer as Round Rock’s 
next major apartment complex, 
featuring a design of upwards of 
720 units and dwarfing any such 
existing development in the city.

Farther south, just off the 
intersection of Toll 45 and Toll 
130, tractors are already bulldoz-
ing and preparing the land for 

Pflugerville’s newest multifamily 
development, a less-ostentatious 
but still significant 370-unit, 
$40 million project connected to 
Stone Hill Town Center.

Meanwhile, up the toll road in 
Hutto, city staff are working on 
a housing policy that calls for, 
in part, increased variety in the 
city’s housing stock, including 
additional multifamily housing.

Each city is dealing with a 
different phase of multifam-
ily development reminiscent of 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears: 
Round Rock has too much, 
Hutto doesn’t have enough, and 
Pflugerville has, well, somewhere 
in the middle.

The question is, how much 
multifamily is just right?

Center that will come to be in 2013.
By the time drivers reach University Bou-

levard, the scenery has once again reverted 
to open fields, but Round Rock Planning 
Director Peter Wysocki said he does envision 
growth near the tollway—just not for several 
decades. He expects the city to continue grow-
ing on east University Boulevard first. 

Three cities, one road
Since opening in September 2007, the sec-

tion of Toll 130 between Hwy. 290 and Hwy. 
71 has attracted businesses looking for close 
proximity to airports, high-traffic areas and 

retail growth spots. 
“We’re 20 minutes from Austin-Bergstrom 

International Airport. The Austin Execu-
tive Airport is visible from Pecan Street. It’s 
kind of been one of the driving forces for a 
lot of the economic development that’s going 
to happen. The toll [130] will be kind of the 
main artery,” Gonzales said. 

Some of the businesses to take advantage 
of the toll’s connectivity most recently are St. 
David’s Emergency Center and Shogun Japa-
nese Restaurant, which was the first business 
officially signed on to a planned “restaurant 
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WilCo MPO a no-go
A Williamson County Metropolitan 
Planning Organization may not be in 
the cards, but officials are still looking 
for county wide transit solutions | 15

Water dispute carries on
A resolution to the Monarch Utilities 
water rate case, a case that has angered 
residents in western Pflugerville, is not 
expected until late 2012 | 12

Ricardo’s Tacos & More
After opening in February 2011, 
Ricardo’s Tacos & More has expanded 
its menu and continued to tweak its 
recipes | 31

Round Rock Drums
For more than 20 years, Ed Francis 
has been teaching students how to 
play drums and, just as importantly, 
how to create and grow | 29

Zoning change on hold
A controversial rezoning is halted as 
Tonkawa Springs residents have been 
given the option to buy the land | 13

Updates on 2011 and a look ahead to 2012
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MEET OUR 
PHYSICIANS

Thomas Leath, MD
Allergy and Immunology
Scott & White Clinic – 
425 University Boulevard

Sean Coughlin, MD
Internal Medicine
Scott & White Clinic –
425 University Boulevard 

April M. Calderon, MD 
Family Medicine
Scott & White Clinic –
Round Rock West

Olga Szalasny, MD
Pediatric and Adult Rheumatology 
Scott & White Clinic –
425 University Boulevard

Priyantha Herath, MD, PhD
Neurology - Movement Disorders
Scott & White Clinic –
Round Rock 

Jadvinder Goraya, MD
Pulmonology
Scott & White Clinic – 
Round Rock

SCOTT & WHiTe HeALTHCAre

Get to know all of our services and 
providers at sw.org, or call

512-509-0200

Scott & White has a growing family of physicians and specialists to meet your every healthcare 
need. We are committed to providing the finest care to the families of Central Texas.
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Local Updates

 I don’t know about you, 
but I am always relieved to 
see a new year round the 
corner. I enjoy family time 
during the holiday season, 
but there is just something 
about watching the date flip 

to the first of January. I enjoy reflecting on 
the past year, but I also love spending time 
looking forward to the upcoming year.

The January Issue of Community Impact 
Newspaper does just that. Throughout this 
edition, not only will you find updates on 
stories that we wrote about last year, but 
you will also find a great deal of informa-
tion pertaining to the future of our area in 
the upcoming year. 

In this special issue, we look at the chal-
lenges Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto 
face in trying to balance mulitfamily hous-
ing needs with the growth and character of 
our communities. Our story on the future 
of area growth looks at the attraction of 

Toll 130 and how that road will affect what 
our cities look like years from now. 

If there is one buzzword moving 
into 2012, the one I consistently hear is 
“growth,” and Community Impact Newspa-
per is no exception.

In addition to the three new papers 
launched throughout Texas this past year 
alone, we also just launched a revamped 
website this month with new features, a 
cleaner design and a user-friendly interface. 
Please check it out at impactnews.com and 
send us your feedback.

Last but not least, the January Issue also 
welcomes the Hutto area to the Round 
Rock/Pflugerville paper. Your mailbox will 
now be one of more than 90,000 receiving 
this very paper. That, certainly, is some-
thing to get excited about for 2012.
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $3,699 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $149, Final pymt / residual = $12,628. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,551. Stk# Z6423. 2-Volvo -Lease o� er with approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $0 total due at inception (no sec. dep. or TT&L required). 1st mo. payment 
courtesy of Volvo. 36 monthly payments of $399. Final payment / residual = $19,747. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V3347. *Please visit www.volvocars.com/us/safeandsecure or your local Volvo retailer for details on the Volvo Safe + Secure Coverage Plan and for further details. Plan excludes tires. O� ers end 11-30-11.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through 
participating dealers. A4 with Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,475. $1,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + 1st mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,083 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,331.75. 36 monthly payments of $389.Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 
due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 2-8-12.  Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 11-30-11.  

2012 Volvo S60 T5
$399mo 2

Sign & Drive!

2012 Subaru Legacy 
2.5i Sedan Premium CVT
$149mo 1 SiS gn & Drive!SiSigngn && DDririveve!!

Sedan Premium
494444449494949449mmoommooommmommo 11111

2012 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium Quattro
$389mo3

Q
38989momo3
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How high would your water bill have to be to convince 
you to move out of your current residence?

less than $200

37%
 $200–$300 

30%
 $300–$400 

16%
I would not move despite high water bills

11%
Over $400

6%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 12/2/11–1/04/12

On Page 1, the vote by the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization board to approve a plan to dis-
tribute funds based in part on population was incorrectly 
reported as 10-7. It was 9-8.

On Page 7, Toy Time was mislabeled on the map. It is 
located at 101 W. Pecan St., Unit B, near the intersection 
of Pecan Street and First Street in downtown Pflugerville.

On Page 30, 1431 Café is located in Cedar Park, not 
Leander.

Correction  – Volume 7, Issue 4

Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/rph

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_rph

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/rph-facebook

Stephanie DeHondt
sdehondt@impactnews.com

November employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.6%
Down from 7.1% in October

State unemployment—8.1%*, **
Down from 8.4% in October

National unemployment—8.6%*, **
Down from 9.0% in October

In the Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos area, the trade, 
transportation and utilities sector added 4,300 jobs; the 
government sector added 3,100 jobs; and the professional 
and business services sector lost 3,900 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data

Mailing schedule
Our mailing schedule varies slightly through the month of 
March. You can expect your copy of Community Impact 
Newspaper on the following dates: Jan. 18; Feb. 10; and 
March 9.
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10  Krave Wine & Bistro opened the first 
week of January at 121 E. Main St. The 
new wine bar is located in the heart of 
downtown and offers made-from-scratch 
home cooking. 649-9377,  
www.kravewinebar.com

11  Fortune Garden Restaurant opened 
Jan. 2 at 201 University Oaks, Blvd., Ste. 
730. The full-service restaurant features 
Chinese and Vietnamese food. 218-1525

12  Family Tree Dental Group opened 
a Round Rock branch at 200 N. Red Bud 
Lane on Dec. 30. Dental services include 
braces, cosmetics, Invisalign clear braces, 
pediatrics, implants, veneers, sedation and 
surgery. 310-5999, 
www.familytreedentalgroup.com

13  Sing Orthodontics opened a new 
location at 1500 S. A.W. Grimes Blvd., 
Ste. 190. Dr. Yashu Sing offers family 
orthodontics care and treats patients of all 
ages. The offices were previously located 
on Hwy. 79. Sing Orthodontics also has a 
location in Lakeway. 255-5900,  
www.singortho.com

Round Rock

Now Open

1  Edge Productions Hair Salon opened 
in November at 15014 Ranch Road 620 
North. Owner Chico Veal also opened 
New Express Mobile Barbershop, a 
mobile barber. Multicultural haircuts are 
provided to men, women and children 
with short hair. Full barbershop hours are 
Tue.–Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; mobile barbershop 
hours are 8:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Barbershop: 
244-3343 (EDGE); mobile barber shop: 
740-1053,  www.expressbarber.com

2  Taco Market, a Mexican restaurant 
located at 151 University Blvd., is now open 
Mon.–Thu. 6:30 a.m.–11 p.m., 248-8222 
www.tacomarket.net

3  Cotton Patch Cafe opened Dec. 13 at 
1700 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 580. The 
restaurant serves chicken-fried foods, 
grilled items, steakhouse burgers and 
sandwiches. Open Sun. 10:45 a.m.–9 p.m., 
Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m., Fri.–Sat.  
11 a.m.–10:30 p.m. 341-8900,  
www.cottonpatch.com

4  LongHorn Steakhouse opened 
Dec. 5 at 2702C Parker Road near the 
intersection of I-35 and Toll 45 in the La 
Frontera shopping center. The restaurant 
offers steaks, fresh fish, chicken and other 
American dishes. Open Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.– 
10 p.m.; Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–11 p.m. 246-7474, 
www.longhornsteakhouse.com

5  Texas Capital Bank’s new Loan 
Production Office opened Dec. 14 at 
1 Chisholm Trail, Ste. 225. The office 
provides personalized financial services to 
businesses and private clients. Open Mon.–
Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 362-5900,  
www.texascapitalbank.com

6  Kids First Daycare opened its 
doors Jan. 17 at 906 Sam Bass Road. 
The independently owned center offers 
small class sizes, classes such as yoga and 
Spanish, and computers in the classroom 
to children between the ages of 6 weeks 
and 4 years old. Open Mon.–Fri. 6:30 
a.m.–6:30 p.m. 238-0999,  
www.kids1stdaycare.com

7  GNC, a global retailer of nutritional 
products, opened its newest Round Rock 

branch Dec. 12 at 201 University Blvd., 
Ste. 740. GNC sells vitamins, supplements, 
minerals and herbs as well as sports 
nutrition, diet, energy, health and beauty 
products. Open Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. 
and Sun. 12 p.m.–6 p.m. 716-1001,  
www.gnc.com

8  Round Rock resident Rita Aceves 
began teaching Zumba Fitness classes at 
The Dance Spot at 900 Round Rock Ave.  
on Jan. 3. Classes are every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. Zumba is a Latin-
inspired fitness routine based on dance 
and upbeat movement. 
www.zumbawithrita.com

9  University Federal Credit Union’s 
Highway 79 Financial Center opened 
Jan. 3 at 120 Palm Valley Cove. The new 
facility replaced the branch formerly 
located at 201 W. Palm Valley Blvd. 
Another Round Rock branch located 
at 571 University Blvd. also opened in 
January. Lobby hours are Mon.–Fri. 9 
a.m.–5 p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Drive-
thru hours are Mon.–Fri. 7:30 a.m.–7 p.m. 
and Sat. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. www.ufcu.org
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Fairy Tale Face Painting offers face-
painting services for birthday parties, 
family parties and reunions, and holiday 
parties. The company is Round Rock–
based, but services are offered to the 
Greater Austin area by appointment.  
494-5724, kristina3903@yahoo.com

DFE Technologies began offering 
residential and small commercial technical 
services to the Greater Austin area in 
November. The Round Rock–based 
company offers services in-home theater, 
surround sound, public address systems, 
troubleshooting, phone interfacing, 
computer repair, cabling and networking. 
Services are by appointment. 948-5323, 
dfetechnologies@gmail.com,  
www.facebook.com/DFETechnologies

Coming Soon

14  CBC Restaurant Corporation leased 
3,821 square feet at Market at Round 
Rock for a new Corner Bakery Cafe. The 
restaurant will be located at 110 N. I-35, 
and is part of a Dallas-based franchise that 
offers breakfast, salads, soups and chili, 
sandwiches, grilled panini and pastas. 
www.cornerbakerycafe.com

15  Round Rock Honda and Round Rock 
Toyota are building a vehicle maintenance 
shop on 71,150 square feet in the Crystal 
Park II at 106 Old Settlers Blvd. 
www.penskeautomotive.com

Pflugerville

Now Open

16  Bark Park, the City of Pflugerville’s 
first public dog park, opened at 19417 
Murchison Ridge Trail on Dec. 6. Located 
in the Falcon Pointe subdivision, the 
fenced dog park includes separate areas for 
small and large dogs, a watering area and is 
surrounded by large boulders with built-in 
seating. Open 6 a.m.–10 p.m. daily.  
990-6355, www.pflugervilletx.gov/dogpark

17  Hennig House Quilt Shop opened 
Dec. 1 at 13135 Old Gregg Lane. Located 
in an 1850s stone house that once belonged 
to the Hennig family, the retail store offers 
fabric and sewing supplies for quilters and 
crafters. Open Tue.–Sat. 11 a.m.–4 p.m.  
252-0045, www.hennighousequilts.com

18  Texas Concrete Leveling opened 
Dec. 2 at 13906 Dewberry Drive. The 
independently owned company offers 
concrete leveling of decks, patios, 
driveways, garages and more. Services are 
by appointment. 373-3814,  
www.texasconcreteleveling.com

19  Pleat Consignment opened Dec. 14 
at 1615 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 104. 
The locally owned store sells women’s and 
men’s clothing, shoes and accessories. 

Open 11 a.m.–7 p.m. daily. 252-0101,  
www.pleatconsignment.com

20 Sombrillo Leather opened Nov. 17 
at 15803 Windermere Drive, Ste. 204. 
The store specializes in selling Native 
American jewelry, pottery, artwork and 
biker gear. The owners hope to eventually 
use profits from sales for a new wild-horse 
preserve in New Mexico. Hours are Mon.–
Sat. 9 a.m.–7 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
852-1094, sombrilloleather@hotmail.com,  
www.wildhorsesofthewestartgallery.com 

21 St. David’s Emergency Center, 
Pflugerville’s first emergency facility, 
opened Dec. 6 at 18917 Limestone 
Commercial Drive in the Stone Hill Town 
Center. The full-service emergency care 
facility is open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week and is staffed by emergency 
personnel associated with St. David’s 
HealthCare. 532-2200, www.stdavids.com

22 Toy Time, Pflugerville’s first locally 
owned and operated toy and candy 
shop, opened Dec. 2 at 101 W. Pecan St., 
Unit B. In addition to featuring candy, 
gifts and games, the new store also has a 
260-square-foot room available for parties. 
Toy Time is open daily 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
990-8697 (TOYS), www.toy-time.com

23 Capital Tax Pflugerville opened Jan. 
15 at 401 FM 685, Ste. 102. The new branch 
is an extension of Capital Tax Hutto owned 
by Jason Eschberger. Capital Tax offers a 
full staff to aid clients in federal income tax 
preparation. There is a flat $200 fee. Hours 
are tentatively Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–2p.m., 
Sat. 9 a.m.–9 p.m. and Sun. 1–6 p.m. 
704–7524, www.capitaltaxhutto.com

Coming Soon

24 A University Federal Credit Union 
branch is under construction at 15112 
FM 1825. The branch is scheduled to be 
completed in June and will have a drive-
thru. www.ufcu.org

25 According to Andrew Perry, executive 
director at Austin Executive Airport in 
Pflugerville, 6012 Aviation Drive, there 
are plans to construct an aircraft hangar 
beginning in January.  
www.austinexecutiveairport.com

26 Cody Ray’s Saloon, a neighborhood 
bar located at 1615 Grand Avenue Parkway, 
Ste. 210, is scheduled to open by Feb. 1. The 
bar will feature karaoke and live music. 

Closed

27 Cafe Mangu at 15200 FM 1825 in 
Pflugerville is now closed. The restaurant 
served Caribbean food.
 
28 KaleidoScoops Ice Cream and 
More at 200 Pecan St., Ste. 2, closed its 

doors Dec. 18. The shop offered a variety 
of hand-dipped treats including cones, 
sundaes, shakes, shaved ice, smoothies 
and KaleidoChills—frozen blended drinks 
made from a coffee base.  
www.kalscoops.com

29 National Scooter Co. Inc., 1950 
Picadilly Drive, shut its doors in August 
for seven months to save on operating 
costs, CEO Greg James told Pflugerville 
Community Development Corp. Executive 
Director Floyd Akers. Meanwhile, the 
company has shut down its website and 
made its phone number unavailable. The 
company designed, manufactured and sold 
scooters, motorcycles and electric cars. 

Hutto

Now Open

30 Westphalia Market opened Dec. 1 
in the Hutto Commons shopping center 
at 409 W. Front St., Ste. 206. The meat 
market carries sausages, lunch meats, deli 
meats and jerky, as well as a small line of 
grocery items such as milk, eggs, produce, 
condiments, soft drinks, butter and cheese. 
846-1155

31  Restaurant and bar The Downtown 
Hall of Fame opened Dec. 17 at 205 East 
St. Owners Judi and Sean Smith offer a 
selection of home-style pub grub such as 
sandwiches, quesadillas, nachos, sliders, 
soups and salads. The restaurant has live 
music every night and a family-friendly 
atmosphere, Judi Smith said. Hours are 
Sun.–Fri. 11 a.m.–midnight and Sat.  
11 a.m.–1 a.m. 642-3624,  
www.thedowntownhalloffame.com

Coming Soon

32 A Valero gas station is under 
construction at 625 FM 685, Hutto. The 
project is expected to be complete in April 
and will feature a convenience store with a 
deli. www.valero.com

Brandon Rudloff, manager of Westphalia Market, said the new meat market also carries groceries.

news or questions about Round Rock, Pflugerville or 
Hutto? e-mail rphnews@impactnews.com.

Owner Chico Veal styles a customer’s hair at the 
Edge Productions Hair Salon.

1

Owner Kim Gaddy works on a pattern of fabric at 
the recently opened Hennig House Quilt Shop.

17

30

Miranda E. Morrison organizes the pants section at 
the newly opened Pleat Consignment.

19

Compiled by Christine Bolaños and Samantha Bryant
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Pflugerville Public library, 102 10th St., 
Pflugerville • 251-9185  
www.cityofpflugerville.com

5 Super Bowl Party & Chili Cook-Off
the Allen R. Baca center is hosting a Super 
Bowl Party & chili cook-off. last year’s cook-
off winners are this year’s judges. there is an 

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Round Rock and Pflugerville events at 
www.impactnews.com/rph-calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro-calendar.

To have Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto events included 
in the print edition, they must be submitted by the second 
Friday of the month prior to the month they take place.

Feb. 10–March 3
By Christine Bolaños

Shakespeare’s “Hamlet,” involving treachery, madness and murder, comes to the Sam Bass 
community theatre’s old depot Stage. 

“William Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’ is a show i’ve wanted to direct since i read it at age 14. 
there is a reason ‘Hamlet’ has been one of the most popular plays ever written. it has 
everything: drama, comedy, lots of action and nine deaths during the course of the show,” 
said lynn Beaver, who is directing Sam Bass community theatre’s adaptation.

the crew behind the production chose to perform the play because of its potential to appeal 
to different audiences.

“this classic play rounds out a theater season at Sam Bass theatre that includes something 
for everyone,” Beaver said. 

8 p.m. thursdays, fridays and Saturdays; 2 p.m. on Sundays • $20 (opening), $18 (regular), 
$15 (students/seniors), $13 (thursdays) • Sam Bass community theatre, 600 n. lee St., 
Round Rock • 244-0440 • www.sambasstheatre.org 
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Kevin Scholtes performs as Hamlet alongside Dyann Green as Ophelia in the Sam Bass Community 
Theatre’s production of William Shakespeare’s “Hamlet.”

Sam Bass Community Theatre presents ‘Hamlet’
audience will vote on the best performance at 
the end of the night. • 5–7 p.m. • free 
Brushy creek Mud community center, 16318 
great oaks drive, Round Rock • 255-7871, 
ext. 218 • www.bcmud.org

28 Zeta Christian Step Show 
Competition
Zeta Phi Beta sorority presents the Zeta 
christian Step Show competition. christian 
teams compete for a cash prize and trophies. 
Proceeds benefit scholarship funds and 
programs of the Pi omega Zeta chapter. 
11:30 a.m.–2 p.m. (doors open at 10:30 a.m.). 
$10 per ticket at door only • old Settlers 
Association of Williamson county, 3300 e. 
Palm valley Blvd., Round Rock • 699-0443 
www.orgsites.com/tx/piomegazeta

13th Annual High School Step Team 
Competition
Zeta Phi Beta sorority presents its 13th Annual 
High School Step team competition. teams 
compete for a cash prize and trophies. the 
event includes merchants and food vendors. 
Proceeds benefit scholarship funds and 
programs of the Pi omega Zeta chapter. 6–9 
p.m. • tickets are available in advance for 
$10 from any Pi omega Zeta member • old 
Settlers Association of Williamson county, 
3300 e. Palm valley Blvd., Round Rock  
699-0443 • www.orgsites.com/tx/piomegazeta

Pflugerville Reads kickoff
the Pflugerville Reads committee, in 
partnership with the Pflugerville community 
library, has created a virtual book club for 
the one Book, one community project. 
throughout the month of february, the 
Pflugerville Reads committee is encouraging 
the community to read “the Wonderful Wizard 
of oz” by l. frank Baum. complimentary 
activities include book discussions, costume 
contests, story times and activities. Activities 
are held throughout Pflugerville • free  
251-9185 • www.cityofpflugerville.com

Women on Fire Empowerment 
Minister and evangelical public speaker 
cheryll Wells speaks to women about the 
connection between god and women’s 
empowerment. check-in and a meet-and-
greet begins at 1 p.m. followed by the 
empowerment session at 2 p.m. • 1–4 p.m. 
Registration is free • Residence inn by 
Marriott, 2505 S. i-35, Round Rock  
www.womenonfireempowerment-esearch.
eventbrite.com

Worth the trip
29 Light Classical Pops Concert
the georgetown Symphony Society, in 
conjunction with the temple Symphony 
orchestra and guest violinist christian Howes, 
presents “A light classical Pops concert” at 
klett center for the Performing Arts. • 4 p.m. 
$25/20 (adults), $5 (students) • klett center for 
the Performing Arts, georgetown High School, 
2211 n. Austin Ave., georgetown • 864-9591 
www.gsstx.org

29 Matthew Kelly: Live in Austin!
internationally acclaimed speaker Matthew 
kelly speaks to fellow christians at the “is 
catholicism Still Relevant?” seminar. • 7 p.m. 
Buy tickets at http://matthewkelly.eventbrite.
com, $20 (adults), $10 (students) • St. William 
catholic church, 620 Round Rock West drive, 
Round Rock • 600-8179, 247-8278 
www.saintwilliams.org

31 Texas State University MLK Jr. 
Commemoration Celebration
texas State presents the 27th Annual Martin 

luther king Jr. commemoration celebration 
at the Round Rock campus. the evening 
features performances by texas State Student 
gospel group, christian Hammons and a re-
enactment of king’s “i Have a dream” speech. 
Performances are in the Avery lobby from 
1:15–6:15 p.m. dr. dwight Watson, associate 
professor of history, speaks on king, the 
church and civil rights at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Avery Building, Room 252. • 5:15 p.m. • free 
texas State university Round Rock campus, 
1555 university Blvd., Round Rock 

716-4400 • www.roundrocktexas.gov

February
1 Beer Pairing Dinner
flix Brewhouse holds its first beer pairing 
dinner, during which Head Brewer Justin Rizza 
and executive chef Scott Reed prepare a five-
course meal where each course is paired with 
a different beer. tickets can be purchased 
online at www.flixbrewhouse.com • 7 p.m. 
$59.95 • flix Brewhouse, 2200 S. i-35, Ste. 
B1, Round Rock • 244-fliX (3549) 
www.flixbrewhouse.com

1–29 Food for fines
during the month of february, the Pflugerville 
Public library is accepting canned goods as 
payment for fines. each canned good is good 
for one $1 credit • Pflugerville Public library, 
102 10th St., Pflugerville • 251-9185  
www.cityofpflugerville.com

3–April 13 Free tax help
taxpayers can get help with their tax returns 
at the Pflugerville Public library on a first-
come, first-serve basis. • 10 a.m. • free  

January
18–19, 20–21 RRHS presents ‘The 
Music Man’
the Round Rock High School fine Arts 
department performs a family-friendly musical 
every two years in January at the RRiSd 
Performing Arts center. this year, they are 
bringing the 1957 classic “the Music Man” 
to the stage. Pre-purchased tickets are $2 
off and may be reserved online. • 7 p.m. $12 
(adults); $8 (seniors/students) • RRiSd PAc, 
5800 Mcneil Road, Austin • 464-6008 
www.roundrockisd.org

20 Parent’s Night Out
Brushy creek Municipal utility district 
is offering parents a break from costly 
babysitters through the Parent’s night out 
program. children join trained staff for games, 
sports, crafts, snack and a movie. dinner is 
also served. Advanced registration is required 
and space is limited. • 5:30–10 p.m. • $12 
(member), $15 (resident), $25 (non-resident)  
Brushy creek Mud community center, 16318 
great oaks drive, Round Rock • 255-7871, 
ext. 218 • www.bcmud.org

21 Community Connections Conference
Pflugerville independent School district 
hosts its annual community connections 
conference at Pflugerville High School for 
parents of students and members of the 
community who are interested in learning 
more about a vast array of subjects. the 
conference offers classes that focus on 
behavior management, the StAAR test, 
parent-daughter relationships, academics 
and special needs. • 8 a.m.–noon • free 
Pflugerville High School, 1301 W. Pecan St., 
Pflugerville • 594-0000 
www.pflugervilleisd.net 

Applebee’s Breakfast Fundraiser for 
Cedar Ridge High School Band
cedar Ridge High School supporters can get 
an all-you-can-eat breakfast from Applebee’s, 
and proceeds benefit the school’s band. 
tickets should be available about two weeks 
ahead of time via forms that band students 
will make available to those interested. 
8–10 a.m. • $6 per ticket • 2700 Parker Road, 
Round Rock • 704-0100 
www.crhsraiderband.org

25 Orchestra performance at the library
the Round Rock Public library hosts the 
Hopewell Middle School orchestra for a 
concert during the 10:30 a.m. children’s 
programming session. the toddlertime and 
storytime groups will combine for the concert 
in Room c. After the concert, orchestra 
students will give children a close-up look at 
their instruments • 10:30 a.m.–11 a.m. • free 
Round Rock Public library, 216 e. Main St., 
Round Rock • 218-7011  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

26 Quilters at the Library
the Pflugerville Quilt guild holds its meeting 
at the library. the meeting is led by charlene 
Mcfee and will be on the topic of “How 
to make chenille.” everyone who attends 
receives a pattern for a chenille pillow cover. 
6 p.m. • free • Pflugerville Public library, 102 
10th St., Pflugerville • 251-9185  
www.cityofpflugerville.com

27 Teen Karaoke & Open Mic Night 
Talent Show
Area high schoolers are getting together at 
the Brushy creek Municipal utility district 
community center for a karaoke, open mic 
and talent show night. Bring friends, enjoy 
pizza and soda, and show off talents. the 

Online Calendar
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Live music in January

BigShotz Neighborhood Bar
399 W. Louis Henna Blvd., Round Rock
388-5050
www.bigshotzbar.com
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday  

karaoke
First Friday eddie Peery
Second Friday Mike Jones
Third Friday Mike chandler
Fourth Friday Joe Barrientos 

El Rincon
200 E. Pecan St., Pflugerville
990-0250 • www.elrincon.biz
First Friday Son de Rey
Every Friday except the first mariachi 

band

European Bistro
111 E. Main St., Pflugerville
835-1919 • www.european-bistro.com

Fridays donald Hill, pianist
Saturdays and Sundays Shirley Johnson, 

accordionist and vocalist

Gumbo’s of Round Rock
901 Round Rock Ave., Round Rock
671-7925 • www.gumbosroundrock.com

live music every Friday and Saturday 
night from 7–10 p.m. on the patio

Hanovers Draught Haus
108 E. Main St., Pflugerville
670-9617 • www.hanoversaustin.com

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday night

Jan. 20 the Space Rockers
 28  touche
 Feb. 3 guilty Pleasures “All girls Rock” 

Band
 4   Zak Perry Band with “the Weathermen”
11  Rock Shows Production

Junior’s Grill and Icehouse
119 E. Main St., Round Rock
310-7777 
www.juniorsgrillroundrock.com
www.myspace.com/juniorsroundrock

A live music every night

Roadhouse Bar & Grill
1103 Wonder Drive, Round Rock 
218-0813

Wednesdays and Saturdays karaoke
Thursdays open mic with MoJo
Jan. 20 instigators
27  Shuffle up and deal
Feb. 3 crash landing

Star Co. Coffeehouse & Cafe
114 E. Main St., Round Rock
401-3811 • www.starcocoffee.com

Wednesdays, Thursdays and  
Fridays live jazz music from 7–9 p.m.

Jan. 19 Second line Jazz Band
26  cassandra taylor Jazz duo, Mary Baker
27  Blacktop Bend
28  circle Jam RaqStars
Feb. 2 tons of fun!!

opportunity for participants to pick an entry for 
the People’s choice Award. Register for the 
cookoff by Jan. 27. contestants who provide 
chili for 10 people or more receive free entry. 
chili is served 5–6 p.m. • event starts at 4:30 
p.m. • $7 (Baca members), $12 (non-members) 
Allen R. Baca center, 301 W. Bagdad Ave., 
Bldg. 2, Round Rock • 218-5499 
www.roundrocktexas.gov

8 Round Rock Chamber of Commerce 
2012 Business Expo
the Round Rock chamber of commerce 
invites people to register for and attend the 
2012 Business expo at the united Heritage 
center at the dell diamond. Attendees have 
the opportunity to browse the exhibits, network 
and participate in a chance to win door prizes 
every 30 minutes. • 3–6:30 p.m. free with 
business card • united Heritage center at 
the dell diamond, 3400 e. Palm valley Blvd., 
Round Rock • 255-5805  
www.roundrockchamber.org 

10 Round Rock Women’s Club Soup 
& Bread and More Luncheon and Silent 
Auction
the Round Rock Women’s club is hosting its 
37th Annual Soup & Bread and More luncheon 
and Silent Auction at first united Methodist 
church. Proceeds benefit Round Rock 
caregivers, Hope Alliance, lone Star circle 
of care and other organizations. tickets can 
be purchased at the door. take-out meals are 
available. • 11 a.m.–1 p.m. • $10 per ticket 
first united Methodist church, 1004 n. Mays 
St., Round Rock • 826-0539

11 Neighborhood Conference Committee 
truancy division volunteer training
the neighborhood conference committee of 

Williamson county is looking for volunteers 
for its truancy diversion program to do initial 
intakes with students and families prior to the 
filing of formal truancy charges. volunteers 
help create action plans to get students back 
on track academically. Anyone who wishes to 
volunteer must first contact Michelle Miner at 
943-3216 or at mminer@wilco.org. volunteers 
must also pass a criminal background check 
prior to training. training sessions take place 
every month on the second Saturday. • 8 a.m. 
free • Juvenile Justice center, 1821 S.e. inner 
loop, georgetown • 943–3216 
www.nccwilco.org

11 Celebrating Hutto–Champagne & 
Chocolate
the Hutto Area chamber of commerce annual 
gala includes food, drink, entertainment and 
a silent auction. • 6 p.m. (cocktails and silent 
auction), 7 p.m. (dinner and entertainment) 
$50 (per person), $500–$1,500 (table 
sponsorships) • the dell diamond, united 
Heritage center Ballroom, 3400 e. Palm valley 
Blvd., Round Rock • 759-4400 
www.huttochamber.com

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o m

Services: 
• General Dentistry  
• Children’s Dentistry (age one and up)
• Cosmetic Dentistry 
• Sedation Dentistry 
• Implant Dentistry
• Invisalign

Amenities:
• Comfortable Lobby
• Coffee and refreshment bar
• Internet bar
• Flat screen TV’s above dental chairs
• Parents welcome in treatment room
• Insurance Friendly

I-35
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Find us on Facebook!O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express

John F. McEntire, DDS, FAGD Teri L. Marek, DDS

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto
512-846-2646New year

New you.

We are pleased to announce the addition of Jennifer Jordan, a certified Physician Assistant. 

Jennifer has over 7 years of experience in dermatology, and brings a wealth of knowledge to 

her care of patients.  Under the supervision of Dr. Lain, Jennifer is able to see patients of all 

ages. Pflugerville Dermatology is now open Monday through Friday for cosmetic and 

medical patients!  

Our January Specials Won’t Last Long!
New Year, New Body:
Exilis $250 per treatment, per area, great for fat reduction and skin tightening.

New Year, Fresh Skin:
3 peels + skin care products, $325, perfect for sun spots and fine lines and wrinkles.

Offers valid through 1-31-2012
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Fun Family Dentistry 
For All Ages
• Medicaid, CHIP and most 

insurances accepted

• Accepting new patients.
Adults and children 
beginning at 6m of age are 
welcome!

• Playroom for children and 
TVs in every room

1912 West Pecan Street
Ste A-103
Pfl ugerville, Tx 78660
www.brightsmilestexas.com
se habla espanol

Drs. Robert and Kristen Hendricks 
and family

I-35

Heart disease is the No. 1 killer 
of women in the United States, 
and its symptoms are sometimes 
unexpected—jaw pain, cold 
sweats and nausea, to name a 
few. The Seton Heart Institute 
Women’s Heart Program is 
dedicated to helping women 
identify their risk factors for heart 
disease and providing care that is 
tailored to their unique needs.  

To schedule an appointment, 
please call (512) 324-4812 or visit 
SetonHeart.com/women.

Because a woman’s 
heart speaks its 
own language.

Mary J. Borses, MD  •  Fotini M. Chalkias, MD 
Caitlin M. Giesler, MD  •  Charlie Simpson, ANCP
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Amherst, N.Y. El Paso, Texas

Cary, N.C. Fort Collins–Loveland, Colo.

Thousand Oaks, Calif.

Round Rock, Texas

into the electrical grid, ensur-
ing cars can be charged at any 
time, sun or no sun.

The design is also meant to 
welcome people to the eastern 
gateway to the city.

“When you come into 
Pflugerville, you’ll definitely 
know you’re in town,” said 
Floyd Akers, executive direc-
tor of the Pflugerville Com-
munity Development Corp.

The solar sail was fit-
ted with LED lighting that 
changes colors, providing a 
visual light show for users and passersby.

People will be able to use the electric-car 
charging station free of cost for now, Akers 
said, though he expects people will be 

The Pflugerville Community Develop-
ment Corp. unveiled the first part of a 
planned renewable energy park Dec. 30 
as it showed off an electric-car charging 
station that is as interesting to look at as it 
is functional.

The electric-car charging station, located 
near the intersection of Toll 130 and Pecan 
Street, is powered by a solar sail and tied 

  Pflugerville City Council
100 e. Main St., Pflugerville
990-6101
Replays at www.cityofpflugerville.com 
Second and fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.

  Round Rock City Council
216 e. Main St., Round Rock
218-5401, replays at  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/replay 
Second and fourth Thursday, 7 p.m.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

  Travis County Commissioners 
Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin 
854-9555, www.traviscounty.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Meetings

citY And countY Compiled by Blake Rasmussen, Christine Bolaños and Samantha Bryant

Construction to begin on Op Center
Construction on the Williamson County 

Emergency Services Operations Center is 
set to begin Jan. 26.

The 30,000-square-foot facility will 
house personnel from county depart-
ments including 911 communications, 
emergency management and the Hazard-
ous Materials Response Team as well as 
some staff from the Sheriff’s Office and 
the Williamson County and Cities Health 
District.

Williamson County 911 Communica-
tions is currently located within the sher-
iff’s office at 508 S. Rock St., Georgetown.

“We’re landlocked; there’s no room 
to expand,” said John Sneed, emergency 
services senior director, referring to the 
508 S. Rock St. location. “As the county’s 
population has continued to grow, so have 
calls for service.”

County commissioners approved a max-
imum construction price of $12,297,208 
on Dec. 20 for the facility, which will be 
built in the 2000 block of Inner Loop in 
Georgetown. Construction is expected to 
last 410 days.

Round Rock area among 
safest, most prosperous 
according to annual rankings

Round Rock once again ranked high 
on the annual rankings of the safest cities 
in the nation released by Congressional 
Quarterly Press, placing 11th on the list 
of U.S. cities with populations more than 
100,000.

The city dropped slightly from last year 
when it ranked ninth among such cities.

According to the study, the rankings 
are determined using six crime categories: 
murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary and motor vehicle theft. 

Round Rock ranked 29th overall for 
cities with populations greater than 75,000, 
and was the fourth-safest city of that size 
in Texas, according to the rankings. Allen, 
Frisco and Sugar Land all ranked higher.

Fishers, Ind., was the safest city in 
the nation with a population more than 
75,000, according to the rankings, while 
Irvine, Calif., topped the list for those with 
more than 100,000.

Meanwhile, Flint, Mich., was the lowest 
ranked city on the list.

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Williamson County

Council names Bowlin parks 
and recreation director 

The Pflugerville City Council 
named Jim Bowlin the city’s new parks 
and recreation director at its regular 
Dec. 13 meeting.

Bowlin, who formerly worked in the 
parks and recreation department of 
Edmond, Okla., replaces Amy Atkins, 
who resigned in September to accept 
another position.

Jose Madrigal filled in as interim 
parks and recreation director.

City appoints White to PCDC board again  
The Pflugerville City Council voted 3-2 

to reappoint Councilman Darelle White to 
the Pflugerville Community Development 
Corp. Board of Directors at the Dec. 13 
regular council meeting.

Councilmen Brad Marshall, White and 
Mayor Jeff Coleman supported White’s 
reappointment, while council members 
Wayne Cooper and Starlet Sattler, who 
serves on the PCDC board, were the two 
dissenting votes.

Cooper said he supported appoint-
ing Karen Duncan, a former Chamber of 

Commerce board 
member and 
business owner.

White replaces 
John Donovan, 
who resigned 
from the board 
Nov. 17. and cre-
ated a vacancy 
in Place 4 for an 
unexpired term ending Dec. 31, 2012.

White previously served on the board 
from 2006 to 2010.
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The solar sail electric-car charging station charges cars using solar 
power, but can charge vehicles 24 hours a day, sun or no sun.

Darelle White

required to pay at some point.
“Pflugerville, I think, will soon be 

known as the photovoltaic capital or solar 
capital of Texas,” Akers said.
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GEORGETOWN

WilCo Emergency Services 
Operations Center

Economic index
The Austin-Round Rock metro area 

fared well in an economic growth study 
released Dec. 19, placing fourth on an 
annual list of the best-performing large 
metro areas.

The Milken Institute Best-Performing 
Cities Index “ranks U.S. metropolitan 
areas by how well they are creating and 
sustaining jobs and economic growth,” 
according to the study.

Austin-Round Rock dipped slightly 
from the 2010 rankings, in which it was 

ranked second, behind only Killeen-Tem-
ple-Fort Hood, Texas.

The top five on the list was dominated 
by Texas areas, and Central Texas metro 
regions specifically. San Antonio and El 
Paso were first and second, respectively, 
and Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood was fifth. 
Fort Collins-Loveland, Colo., was third.

The Miliken Institute measured job, 
wage and salary, and technology growth, 
according to the study, in order to compile 
the rankings, which split into two lists of 
large and small metro areas.

TOP sAFEsT CiTiEs iN ThE U.s.
TOP FivE bEsT-PERFORmiNg 

mETROPOLiTAN sERviCE AREAs

2 2

3 3

4

Killeen–Temple–Fort hood, Texas511

Austin–Round Rock, Texas4

1 1irvine, Calif. san Antonio, Texas

PCDC opens solar sail electric-car charging station 
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Source: congressional Quarterly Press Source: the Milken institute
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Kathryn Anger, M.D.
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GOLF PROVIDED BYGOLF PROVIDED BY

Visit the Golf Marathon Fan Page by 
scanning the QR code or visiting Facebook.com/

Children-At-Heart-Golf-Marathon; “Like” for a 
chance to win golf for four at Star Ranch.

On April 23, caring golfers of 
all ages will play 100 holes–in 
a single day. Every hole they 
complete will benefi t children 
and families served by Children 
At Heart Ministries through 
Texas Baptist Children’s Home 
and STARRY.

To learn even more, visit ChildrenAtHeartMinistries.org/GolfMarathon 
or call Amanda Keeter at (512) 246-4286.

Win 
Free 
Golf



Students, teachers and parents march through Pflugerville on April 2 to protest state cuts to education as part of the 
Texas State Teachers Association Day of Action. Pflugerville is now involved in a lawsuit against the state for inad-
equate funding (see Page 21). 

Three fires caused extensive damage in Pflugerville on Sept. 4, including 
to the home of Ken and Marcy Menke, shown above.

Craig Morgan is sworn in as a Round Rock city councilman May 26. 
Morgan replaced Rufus Honeycutt, who left the council after six years.

This Vincent Van Gogh–inspired chalk art by Gil Russel was part of the 
second annual Chalk Walk on Oct. 7–8 on Main Street in downtown 
Round Rock.

The Round Rock Ballet Folklorico, a folk-dancing group, 
performs at the Round Rock July Fourth Frontier Days 
Celebration.

About 300 Pflugerville residents sign protest slips at First 
Baptist Church on Oct. 18 to object to water rate increases 
by Monarch Utilities (see Page 12).
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First in Texas to perform Bronchial Thermoplasty
for patients with severe, persistent asthma!

512-819-0132  |  www.txpulmonary.com  |  1900 Scenic Drive, Suite 2208 - Georgetown
Seeing patients on Wednesdays at our Round Rock o�  ce: 7200 Wyoming Springs, Suite 1400 - Round Rock

Dr. Dominic deKeratry • Dr. Esther Fields

Also treating:

Lung Cancer • COPD • Asthma
Occupational Lung Disease • Pleural Disease

Resolution on case not expected until later in the year

Monarch water rate increase 
dispute to carry through 2012

By Blake Rasmussen 
With the Monarch Utilities water 

rate case downshifting into the discov-
ery period, the nearly 5,000 Pflugerville 
residents who would be affected by the 
hike can do little more than wait to see 
if and by how much their water bills 
will increase.

Little movement on the case has 
taken place since November, when 
judges denied a Monarch request to 
dismiss the sale/transfer/merger (STM) 
case that will determine whether or not 
the company can purchase Winder-
mere Utility Company—which serves 
part of west Pflugerville—and a num-
ber of other Texas utilities companies.

The judges also ruled that, until the 
STM case is resolved, the proposed rate 
increase will not be addressed and rates 
will remain at their previous levels.

In other words, customers will not 
see any new increases on their water 
and wastewater costs while the cases 
are being decided, which could take 
some time.

Jim Boyle, the attorney for 

Pflugerville and several other cities 
involved in the case, said he expects 
the STM case could last into the third 
quarter of 2012.

Lawyers for all parties involved are 
currently going through the discovery 
period, during which documents and 
information are processed to find and 
examine evidence for or against the 
rate increase.

The increase
Windermere Utility Company water 

customers had gotten used to small 
yearly increases in their water bill. 
While it upset some, for the most part 
it had become an accepted fact for the 
nearly 5,000 customers in western 
Pflugerville.

All of that changed in August, when 
Monarch Utilities—a subsidiary of 
California-based SouthWest Water 
Company and potential new owner of 
Windermere—notified customers that 
their rates would be going up signifi-
cantly as part of the company’s merger 
with Windermere.

Signs like this one at Heatherwilde Retirement Apartments have been displayed in Pflugerville.
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Water rates across the system were 
proposed at amounts 62.3 percent 
higher for water and 33.6 percent 
higher for wastewater.

Windermere currently charges a 
base fee of $15 for water plus $5.70 per 
1,000 gallons and a $32.20 base charge 
for wastewater plus $5.64 per 1,000 
gallons. The company is proposing a 
$53.47 base charge for water plus $7 per 
1,000 gallons up to 20,000 gallons and 
$9 for each 1,000 gallons thereafter. 
Wastewater would carry a $46.59 base 
charge with no change to the per-
gallon rate.

According to the City of Pflugerville, 
a bill on 10,000 gallons of water and 
10,000 gallons of wastewater under the 
city’s system would be $100.25. 

If the new prices go into effect, that 
same usage for a Monarch customer 
would be $226.46, a 41 percent increase 
over the $160.60 it would cost now.

The City of Pflugerville has already 
denied the increase in the area under 
its jurisdiction, but the final say rests 
with the Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality.

Comment at impactnews.com

Construction on recreation facility set to begin in the fall
By Samantha Bryant 

Hutto is on track to start construc-
tion on a YMCA recreation center this 
fall on property west of the Lowe’s store 
off of Hwy. 79. The Hutto City Council 
signed 30-year lease and management 
agreements with the YMCA on Dec. 15 
and is set to choose an architect for the 
project by the spring.

Voters approved bonds for a $5 mil-
lion recreation center in 2009. The city 
has budgeted $500,000 of the money 
in the current fiscal year for the 

design of the facility but will not issue 
the remaining bonds until closer to 
construction, Finance Director Micah 
Grau said.

The Hutto facility will be about 
25,000 square feet large and is expected 
to open in June 2013. Grau said the 
architect will work with YMCA staff to 
determine the features included in the 
building, but the facility will probably 
have an indoor instructional/recre-
ational pool, meeting space and health 
and wellness space.

Until the new facility is complete, 
the YMCA is operating at a temporary 
facility at 101 Anthony St.

Comment at impactnews.com
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Potential Wag-A-Bag 
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A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated

Comment at impactnews.com

Comment at impactnews.com

Controversial gas station 
zoning change on hold
Landowner of potential convenience store site gives 
Tonkawa Springs residents chance to purchase property

Design, construction plans for indoor sports complex under way

By Christine Bolaños
Round Rock residents who voiced 

opposition to a gas station being built 
on a vacant lot near a spring-fed creek 
now have the option of purchasing 
the property from the landowner at a 
reduced price. 

Tonkawa Springs homeowners had 
expressed concerns about potential 
traffic congestion and environmental 
damage that could occur if a Wag-A-
Bag gas station was built on a 2.04-
acre property across FM 3406 just a 
few yards away from the creek and 

By Christine Bolaños
As soon as the end of January, 

Round Rock officials could have the 
design and construction plans of a 
70,000–75,000-square-foot indoor 
sports complex that has been in the 
works since 2006.

“Come end of January, we will have 
a better idea of what the building will 
have in it. Not only what is going to 
be in it, but how it’s going to look,” 

single-family homes. 
Nick McIntyre, president of the 

Tonkawa Springs Homeowners 
Association, said that landowner Jerry 
Bradley’s representative suggested 
Bradley would accept a smaller offer 
from residents than what was offered 
by Wag-A-Bag. 

“At this point, a group of individu-
als are either negotiating or making an 
offer to possibly purchase the land. We 
are obviously in favor of them [resi-
dents purchasing the land],” McIntyre 
said, adding that homeowners are 

against any type of commercial devel-
opment on the lot. 

Despite strong protest from home-
owners, the Round Rock Planning and 
Zoning commissioners unanimously 
approved rezoning the land from 
single-family to commercial Nov. 9. 

However, the Round Rock City 
Council tabled the matter at its 
Dec. 15 meeting. Council approval 
is needed for any rezoning change 
approved by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.

Round Rock Planning Director Peter 
Wysocki said Wag-A-Bag representa-
tive Russ Boles requested the postpone-
ment.

“It was scheduled to go to City Coun-
cil for approval, but word had gotten 
to Wag-A-Bag and Bradley that people 
in Tonkawa Springs were interested in 
purchasing the property,” Boles said. 
“So the buyer and seller said, ‘let’s take 
a break,’ and give those persons the 

opportunity to purchase the property.”
He said Bradley and Wag-A-Bag 

have given those interested time to 
come forward with an offer. 

“It is my assumption that if persons 
from the neighborhood come for-
ward and buy it, they would hold it 
so it wouldn’t be developed commer-
cially, but that would be up to them,” 
Boles said.

Round Rock City Manager Steve Nor-
wood said.

The sports facility is meant to sup-
port the Round Rock Convention and 
Visitors Bureau’s marketing effort 
to brand Round Rock as the Sports 
Capital of Texas. The CVB recruits out-
door sports events almost exclusively 
because there are few indoor facilities 
capable of hosting events like basket-
ball tournaments and cheerleading 

competitions. 
The indoor sports 

complex will be 
located on 23.65 
acres near the inter-
section of FM 3406 
and Chisholm Trail 
Road. 

Round Rock 
Finance Director 
Cheryl Delaney 
estimates the project 
will cost between 

$15 million and $20 million, funded 
primarily by the hotel occupancy tax.

Proposition 9, passed in November, 
authorized an additional 2 percent in 
local hotel occupancy tax (HOT) to 
finance the sports complex. Under state 
law, hotel tax revenue can only be used 
to promote tourism and the conven-
tion and hotel industry. At current 
hotel occupancy rates, Delaney said the 
additional 2 percent would generate 
approximately $630,000 a year. 

“We had a kickoff meeting on [Dec. 
12] with some key staff to start working 
on the programming, the scheduling 
and the vision elements,” Norwood 
said. “I expect the design will be com-
plete in summer or fall 2012, and the 
bulk of late 2012 and early 2013 will be 
spent on construction. It will probably 
be fall 2013 when it’s actually open and 
operational.”

Norwood expects the complex could 
be as large as 90,000–100,000 square 

feet in order to house other facility 
amenities such as restrooms, a snack 
bar, a concession area and seating. 

“These type of facilities are not 
typical city recreation. It’s much more 
oriented to activities such as tourna-
ments,” he said. “It’s not a Cedar Park 
Center. It’s not for concerts or a recre-
ation center.”

Norwood said the facility will have 
six to nine basketball courts and will  
target out-of-towners who participate 
in sports leagues and tournaments. 

He said the complex will be built on 
an irregularly shaped lot.

“It presents some topography chal-
lenges, but it gives us the ability to do 
something creative,” Norwood said. 
“[The complex] is there to stand on 
its own and generate hotel stays that 
generate additional business such as 
restaurants.”
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IT’S TIME TO 
LIVE UP TO
YOUR OWN
EXPECTATIONS.

PART-TIME BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE PROGRAMS AND YOUR
OWN DEGREE COACH.

APPLICATION DEADLINE FEBRUARY 1
CALL 512.326.7000
OR VISIT WWW.STEDWARDS.EDU/COACH

Let St. Edward’s University help. Your 
Degree Coach will answer your questions, 
provide direction and keep you on track 
to fi nish that degree.

FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. As a 
courtesy, we will � le primary 
insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art facility, 
gaming arcade, and movies while 
you wait.

• Specializing in special needs 
patients of all ages.

• In o�  ce sedation and hospital 
privileges.

This year make your family’s New Year Resolution 
to have healthier, happier smiles.
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Organization City
2000 UZA 

population
Year MPO 

designated

North Central Texas COG Arlington 4,145,659 1974

Houston Galveston Area Council Houston 3,822,509 1974

San Antonio-Bexar County MPO San Antonio 1,327,554 1977

CAMPO Austin 901,920 1973
El Paso MPO El Paso 674,801 1973

Hidalgo County MPO McAllen 523,144 1993

Corpus Christi MPO Corpus Christi 293,925 1973

Killeen-Temple Urban Transportation Study Belton 239,913 1975

Lubbock MPO Lubbock 202,225 1976

Amarillo MPO Amarillo 179,312 1975

By Blake Rasmussen

local leaders: Williamson 
County MPO unlikely soon
Area officials still searching for public transit solution

R ecent talk of creating an indepen-
dent Williamson County Metro-
politan Planning Organization 

seems to have died down in part due to 
a CAMPO funding plan that gave more 
local control of how transportation 
dollars are spent.

Desire for more control in how 
transportation dollars were spent in 
the county prompted some high-level 
discussions among city and county 
leaders about the possibility of creat-
ing a new metropolitan planning 
organization (MPO)—an entity that 
is responsible for regional transporta-
tion planning and doling out federal 
dollars.

Some of that talk was born out of 
frustration with the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
which covers Williamson, Travis, Hays, 
Caldwell and Bastrop counties.

“I leave CAMPO meetings frus-
trated, and I think in weak moments 
I’ve thought this would be easier to do 
this on our own,” said Cynthia Long, 
Williamson County Commissioner 
and CAMPO vice chair.

However, Long, as well as the mayors 
of Round Rock and Cedar Park, all 
expressed doubts about the viability of 
a Williamson County MPO.

“I don’t see that happening,” said 
Bob Lemon, Cedar Park mayor and 
CAMPO board member, citing a recent 
meeting between city and county lead-
ers. “The general consensus was that 
wasn’t the right way to go.”

Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw 
also said he had “serious questions” 
about creating a new MPO, not only 
because of its effect on regionalism, but 
also because it would create a new list 

of requirements and obligations for the 
county.

According to DeLania Hardy, 
executive director of the Association of 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 
a nonprofit transportation advocacy 
group, those obligations would include 
short- and long-range planning docu-
ments, regional objectives and goals, a 
congestion management process and 
a certification process through the 
Federal Transit Administration.

Instead, Lemon said, CAMPO needs 
to continue putting more decisions 
in the hands of the counties, as it did 
when it approved—by a vote of 9–8—a 
plan allowing counties to have discre-
tion over their share of $36.374 million 
in federal transportation funds.

“The five counties and CAMPO just 
need to work together and come up 
with strategies where everyone wins,” 
Lemon said. “And the way to do that is 
with local control.”

WilCo public transit
However, that still begs the ques-

tion of how Williamson County will 
address its growing need for public 
transportation.

The need has arisen as cities outgrow 
the Capital Area Rural Transportation 
System (CARTS), an on-demand bus 
service that runs in cities with popula-
tions less than 50,000. With several 
cities in the county nearing or already 
past that benchmark, leaders have been 
struggling to come up with a solution.

“There is a need for connectivity 
between the various cities in William-
son County,” McGraw said.

While Capital Metro—which already 
operates in Leander—would seem like 
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a natural fit to step in, that may not be 
practically possible. In order for a city 
to opt into the Capital Metro service 
area, citizens would need to vote to 
dedicate a 1 cent sales tax to Capital 
Metro.

However, most cities in Williamson 
County are already at their sales tax 
ceiling, typically dedicated to the Type 
A and Type B economic development 
corporations that are responsible for 
much of the county’s growth and thus, 
somewhat ironically, its need for public 
transportation.

“Short of other communities being 
able to do something like that [dedicate 
a 1 cent sales tax], I don’t see a huge 
expansion without a totally different 
way of funding public transit,” Long 
said.

One possible model is being tried 
out in Round Rock, which is the first 
city in the county to attempt to run its 
own bus service. Starting in mid-2012, 
Round Rock officials plan to implement 
a replacement for CARTS.

That service will be funded in part 
by federal funds thanks to Capital 
Metro deciding to allow Round Rock 
to be a direct recipient of federal 

transportation funds—the first time 
Capital Metro has made such a deal.

As a result, Round Rock will receive 
about $426,000 in federal funds, 
Round Rock Transportation Director 
Gary Hudder said, about $175,000 of 
which will go to bus service.

The deal only lasts one year, during 
which both the city and Capital Metro 
will evaluate the system. After that, it 
could be extended or re-evaluated.

“Very few people realize what it takes 
to run a transit system and get fund-
ing from FTA,” said Todd Hemingson, 
vice president strategic planning and 
development planning and develop-
ment for Capital Metro. “One of the 
[questions] would be, how is that work-
ing for Round Rock? They’re putting in 
X amount of money and Y amount of 
effort. Or does it make sense for Capital 
Metro?” 

Still, Lemon said he is not sure a 
similar approach could work for the 
rest of the county. 

“Right now, public transportation is 
not looking very promising in Cedar 
Park,” Lemon said. “I don’t hear an 
outcry from the people in our city who 
say they need it.”

Texas Metropolitan Planning Organizations

The top 10 metropolitan planning organizations in Texas by population as designated in the 
2000 census are shown. Urbanized Areas (UZA) for 2010 populations will not be designated 
until later this spring, but Williamson County’s population as of the 2010 census was 422,679.

Source: Association of Metropolitan Planning organizations
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Local transportation
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Postponed Round Rock bus routes
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Round Rock express, reverse commute routes delayed indefinitely 

By Blake Rasmussen

As part of the city’s initiative to provide public transportation, Round Rock officials plan to 
begin operations of a demand-response bus service as soon as mid-year. 

However, the planned reverse commute and express bus routes have been delayed 
indefinitely, said Round Rock transportation director gary Hudder. Hudder said the city 
council has directed the staff not to pursue those systems for the time being.

He did say the council has authorized them to move forward with a five-year contract for 
demand-response service that would cost about $2.5 million over the life of the contract.

the implementation of the demand-response service has already been delayed several times 
as the city has worked to put together its first transportation system.

to fund the new systems, Round Rock has been approved by capital Metro to become a 
direct recipient of federal funds approximately one year after capital Metro pulled funding for 
Round Rock’s previous contract with the capital Area Rural transportation System (cARtS).

As a result, Round Rock will receive about $426,000 in federal funds, Hudder said, about 
$175,000 of which will go to the demand-response service.
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Demand-response bus service

• Attempts to replace cARtS’ demand-
response service

• cARtS will continue operating through 
at least May 31

• Will operate only within city limits

• no fixed routes

Express bus

• Would travel from the Round Rock 
intermodal transit and Parking facility 
to the tech Ridge Park and Ride

• Would run during peak morning and 
evening hours with a midday trip

Reverse commute bus service

• Would connect the tech Ridge Park 
and Ride to major employers in Round 
Rock near toll 45 and i-35

• Would run during peak morning and 
evening hours with a midday trip

Funding source: city of Round Rock, 
federal funding

Timeline: Round Rock transportation 
director gary Hudder said the goal is 
to begin the demand-response service 
on June 1 when federal funding could 
become available. Any delay in federal 
funding could mean a delay in the 
implementation of the bus service. the 
express and reverse commute services 
have been delayed indefinitely.

Cost: Approximately $2.5 million over five 
years for the demand-response service
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By Amy Deis

capital Metro was awarded a federal transit Authority grant for $38.1 million of a $47.6 million 
project for a two-route rapid bus system. the first route will replace the limited Route 101 that 
runs along north lamar Boulevard from the tech Ridge Park and Ride to South congress 
Avenue and the Southpark Meadows retail center. the second route will run along Burnet Road 
to South lamar Boulevard.

the faster routes will use new buses, some of them 60 feet in length to accommodate up to 
111 people, including wheelchair slots and bicycles. the buses will run every 10 minutes seven 
days a week and make 77 stops between the two routes. near downtown, the routes cross one 
another, allowing for access to both. design on the first route is complete, but capital Metro is 
waiting to receive permission to proceed with design on the second route.

Airport update
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Toll update

By Sara Behunek

With a number of toll roads slated for completion in 2012, this year will represent the most 
miles added to the system since its debut in the region in 2007. for more information on each 
of these projects, see the full story on the following page.

Manor Expressway
Timeline: Phase 1 open summer 2012 
Cost: Phase 1 is $73.4 million; total cost 
is $426 million

Toll 183A
Timeline: extension open spring 2012 
Cost: $105 million

Toll 130  
Timeline: Segments 5, 6 open fall 2012  
Cost: $1.35 billion
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By Samantha Bryant

More travelers are using Austin-Bergstrom international Airport as their gateway to the skies. 
Airport spokesman Jim Halbrook said the airport anticipates reports to show an increase of 
passengers in 2011 over 2010. While smaller, nearby airports did not all experience an increase 
in air traffic in 2011, they are making improvements and planning for future growth. 

Taylor Municipal Airport
• the city of taylor is going through 

the approval process to extend the 
airport runway from 4,000 to 5,000 feet. 
Although the extension is years away, 
Bob van til, director of planning and 
development, said the longer runway 
will allow the airport to accommodate 
larger business jets compared with the 
single- and double-engine aircraft that 
use the airport now.

Austin Executive Airport
• Austin executive Airport, formerly 

known as Bird’s nest Airport, opened 
in June and is planning to begin 
construction on a new hangar in 
January, executive director Andrew 
Perry said.
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Austin-Bergstrom International Airport
• on dec. 15, Austin city council 

approved using the design/build 
method to construct a fourth passenger 
screening checkpoint at the airport. 

• A report released dec. 5 revealed the 
total passenger traffic for January 
through october 2011 was up 6 percent 
compared to the same time period in 
2010, marking 22 consecutive months of 
passenger growth.

• the free cell phone waiting area for 
passenger pickup opened nov. 1.

• A new holiday overflow parking area 
near the cargo facilities was finished in 
late november and has 764 additional 
spaces off of Spirit of texas drive. 
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Georgetown Municipal Airport
• Airport Manager Sarah Hinton said 

additional events are scheduled at the 
airport in 2012. the easter egg drop 
will occur March 31, a movie night is 
tentatively planned for father’s day and 
the third annual georgetown Airfest is 
scheduled for nov. 3.  

• Within the next six months, the airport 
will resurface and reseal some of the 
taxiways and lanes and add blue solar 
lights to make it easier for pilots to 
navigate.

Timeline: capital Metro anticipates 
receiving the green light to start 
implementing the project in february or 
March. once approved, capital Metro 
will complete design on the second route 
and begin construction on the shelters, 
purchase the buses and have first transit 
start training bus operators.

Cost: $47.6 million, including $25.4 million 
for 40 new buses and construction of 
shelters at the 77 stops

Funding source: the ftA awarded 
capital Metro a $38.1 million grant. 
capital Metro only pays 20 percent, or 
$9.5 million, which is coming out of the 
operating budget.

35

MoPac Improvement Project
Timeline: environmental review complete 
in late summer/early fall 2012 
Cost: not yet known

SH 45 SW
Timeline: not yet known 
Cost: not yet known

The Y at Oak Hill
Timeline: not yet known 
Cost: not yet known

for more information see Page 18.
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Bus routes

Capital MetroRapid

Proposed toll roads

Existing toll roads

Existing roads
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“TREASURES” is a clothing and furniture 
thrift store that is open to the public. Rev-
enue from sales supports the food pantry 
and social service programs. Donations of 
clothing, books, furniture, and appliances are 
needed! For furniture pick up, call 244-2431
Hours of Operation: 
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
12 p.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed SundayT
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ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER
1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664

By Sara Behunek

2012 marks completion  
for many area tollways
Miles of toll roads to increase by more than one-third 

T his year, slightly more than  
47 miles of toll roads will open 
to traffic, representing the largest 

addition to the system since tollways 
made their debut in the region in 2007. 

 “The gas tax, which used to be 
the main source of funding for new 
roads, hasn’t changed for over 20 
years, but the cost of building roads 
has gone up,” said Doug Woodall, 
director of operations for the Central 
Texas Turnpike System, which over-
sees operations for Loop 1,  
Toll 45 and Toll 130. 

“There are few other ways to pay for 
new roads than making them tolled, so 
I think we will see more and more of 
them in the future,” he said.

Opening in 2012
Segments 5 and 6 of Toll 130—

stretching 41 miles from where US 183, 
Toll 45 SE and Toll 130 meet southeast 
of Austin to I-10 just north of Seguin—
are scheduled to be open to traffic by 
fall, Woodall said. Toll 130 currently 
extends 49 miles from Georgetown to 
the intersection of those three high-
ways.

The additional segments, which cost 
$1.35 billion to design and build, will 
complete Toll 130. Although originally 
envisioned as an alternative to I-35, the 
road has not quite lived up to that idea.

In the 2011 fiscal year, which ended 
Aug. 31, revenue from Toll 130 was 
$36.2 million, which fell $6.3 mil-
lion—14.8 percent—short of 2005 fore-
casts, and $1.3 million—3.4 percent—
less than updated projections.

The discrepancy is due to Toll 130’s 
location, Woodall said. 

“Building the road closer would’ve 

gotten a lot more traffic off of I-35,” he 
said.

The expressway was built farther east 
than many officials had anticipated 
after the federally mandated environ-
mental review process, which includes 
the collection of public input, revealed 
that it was what residents and stake-
holders preferred.  

Woodall said Toll 130 would be put 
to best use when developments like 
the Stone Hill Town Center shopping 
complex, where Toll 45 meets  
Toll 130 in Pflugerville, crop up along 
the roadway. 

“Opening up a new highway, we 
figured there would be some sort of 
development, either office parks or 
commercial/residential development 
along [Toll] 130, and that just hasn’t 
occurred yet,” Woodall said.

Also this year, the first of two phases 
of the Manor Expressway, a tolled road-
way and free frontage road along Hwy. 
290, will open to traffic, said Melissa 
Hurst, a spokeswoman for the Central 
Texas Regional Mobility Authority, the 
organization that is spearheading the 
development of that road.

Phase 1 starts at US 183 and stretches 
1.4 miles to east of Chimney Hill 
Boulevard. Eventually, the expressway 
will stretch east of Parmer lane into the 
City of Manor.

“The cities of Manor and Elgin con-
tinue to boom,” said Mario Espinoza, 
deputy executive director for CTRMA. 
“That corridor is really growing and is 
zoned for development.” 

In another prime growth area, the 
5-mile Toll 183A extension that will 
expand the toll road from its current 
end point at RM 1431 in Cedar Park 

to north of RM 2243 is opening in the 
spring.

In the hopper
The environmental review process 

for the MoPac Improvement Project, 
which aims to relieve traffic congestion 
on the highly traveled route, is slated to 
be finished by late summer or early fall 
2012, Hurst said. CTRMA, the project’s 
lead sponsor, expects to begin con-
struction in 2013.

The recommendation moving for-
ward to the Federal Highway Admin-
istration for approval is to build one 
express lane in each direction between 
Parmer Lane and Cesar Chavez Street 
that that would be free for transit 

vehicles and van pools. Drivers on the 
express lane would pay a toll. 

An orphan project?
Still unknown is when Toll 45 and 

southbound I-35 will get a direct con-
nection so that drivers on Toll 45 do 
not have to exit onto a frontage road 
before taking I-35 south. 

Woodall said bridge abutments are 
in place to sustain the infrastructure of 
a direct connection, but funding for the 
approximately $55 million project has 
not been identified. 

He said the construction of direct 
connection would most likely fall to 
the TxDOT Austin District or the City 
of Round Rock. 

What is an environmental review?

By federal law, each transportation project 
must go though an environmental review, 
but few understand what that actually 
means.

“People think it’s just an assessment 
of the trees and the impacts on the 
habitat, which it is, but only part of it,” 
said Mario Espinoza, deputy executive 
director for the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority. “It also has to do with 
the schematics, how much right of way 
to acquire and public input on the impact 
on the neighborhoods.”
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The environmental process can take two 
forms: an environmental assessment—a 
less in-depth process that lasts two to 
three years—and an environmental im-
pact statement, which can take between 
three and five years, Espinoza said. 

The results are presented to the Federal 
Highway Administration for review and ap-
proval prior to shovels hitting the ground.

The MoPac Improvement Project is 
currently undergoing an environmental 
assessment.

Toll 183A extension

2243

1431
35

183A
TOLL

183

45
TOLL

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

New Hope Rd.

Brushy Creek Rd.

Avery Ranch Rd.

Parm
er Ln.

Leander

Cedar Park

Toll road extension 

Existing toll road

183A frontage road

A 5-mile extension of Toll 183A from north of RM 1431 to north of RM 2243 will be 
complete in 2012 at a cost of $105 million, making Toll 183A 11 miles long.
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Toll 183A extension
Inspiring children to achieve  

since

Join us for an Open House!
Saturday, January 21 9 a.m.–Noon
Tuesday, January 24 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
Open Enrollment Begins January 23.

Because You Know the Value of Education
An independent private school offering preschool through eighth grade 

ChallengerSchool.com
© 2012, Barbara B. Baker

15101 Avery Ranch Boulevard  •  (512) 341-8000

• Board Certified    
• Care of All Ages
• Urgent Illness/Injury
• Immunizations 
• Preventive Care
• Women’s Health

www.parkwayprimarycare.com

Family MedicineFamily MedicineFamily Medicine
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To learn more, please call:

where senior care shines.

www.trisunhealthcare.com

TRINITY CARE CENTER
Serving Round Rock Since 1929
1000 E. Main Street
512-634-3003

To learn more, please call:

TRINITY CARE CENTER
Serving Round Rock Since 1929
1000 E. Main Street
512-634-3003

www.trisunhealthcare.com

TRISUN Healthcare Offers
Rehabilitation Services

The premier choice for specialized care 

Regain Your 
Independence –

We Can
Help!

Austin & Bytes
For All Your Computer Service & Repair Needs!

512-553-6086 • www.APandB.com

» Desktop and laptop repair
» Custom built PC’s
» Networking
» Spyware and virus removal
» Data-backup
» Upgrades & Set-up

Available
7 Days/Week!

Call for availability.

Distinctively Christian
Christ-Centered 

10 Years of Academic Excellence
Safe School Environment 

Advanced Placement & Pre-AP Courses
Athletics/Extra Curricular Activities
Four Year Pre-Engineering Program

Nationally & Texas Accredited
College Planning Assistance

Financial Aid Available

For admissions information call 512.248.2547 
Visit chsaustin.org

NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL 2012

MOVING TO PFLUGERVILLE FALL OF 2012!

Before After

Finally!
An affordable 
patented 
procedure is now 
available to treat 
toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY

Precision Podiatry is 

proud to offer the use of 

the Q Clear Laser. This 

patented laser is a specially 

designed medical device 

which shines a laser light 

beam through the nail and 

vaporize the germs in and 

under the nail plate that 

causes nail fungus. 

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 

CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser

$295Starting at
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Players and Coaches
Register online NOW through February 11th, 2012

Go to www.p�ugervillesoccer.org and 
select the registration link or login button.

For more information see our website (listed above) or attend our
Registration Forum

Saturday, January 28 & February 4 • 9am - noon
 

You must register online.

mario.ibanez9@gmail.com.
 

The registration fee of $110 includes uniform, medal and team picture. Season starts February 25th 

SPRING 
SOCCER 
REGISTRATION
It is time to register for the 
SPRING SOCCER SEASON!

pflugervillesoccer.org

Comment at impactnews.com

Comment at impactnews.comComment at impactnews.com

RRISD wants adequacy, 
PISD wants equity

School districts 
sue over funds

PISD to update 
anti-bullying policy 
in 2012–13

Hutto ISD prepares to cut its 2012–13 budget

By Christine Bolaños 
Round Rock and Pflugerville Inde-

pendent School Districts have both 
become involved in separate lawsuits 
against the state claiming the school 
funding system is broken.

The lawsuits—which make separate 
and different claims—address state 
funding cuts officials say directly 
affect the quality of education for 

By Samantha Bryant 
Following a failed tax ratification 

election in November, Hutto ISD 
officials must cut the budget to address 
a $1.2 million shortfall going into the 
2012–13 school year. 

About 57 percent of voters rejected 
a 6 cent increase of the maintenance 
and operations portion of the tax rate, 
which would have provided about $1.2 
million in revenue to the district and 
offset a reduction in state funding of 
the same amount.

Superintendent Doug Killian said 
meetings will probably be held in Feb-
ruary and March to get public input.

their students. 
Round Rock ISD joined Austin ISD 

and other school districts in a lawsuit 
against the state—represented by 
Houston-based Thompson & Horton 
LLC—that contests the state has not 
provided adequate funding.

Round Rock ISD officials say the 
district’s target revenue, or per-pupil 
funding, needs to remain the same or 
increase.  

Meanwhile, Pflugerville ISD joined 
Hutto ISD, Taylor ISD and other 
districts in a lawsuit—headed by 
Austin-based Gray and Becker P.C.—
that claims the state has not provided 
equitable school funding. 

PISD has one of the lowest target 
revenues in the region, and the lawsuit 

By Christine Bolaños 
Pflugerville Independent School 

District recently hosted a forum 
at Jose Riojas Elementary School 
to answer some parents’ questions 
regarding the district’s anti-bullying 
policies and student safety proce-
dures.

One parent who attended the forum 
said she did not believe the district 
is enforcing its anti-bullying policies 
and did not communicate effectively 
with parents after a child was stabbed 
in the eye at school. 

But PISD Deputy Superintendent 
Keith McBurnett said the district has 
had a policy in place since 2008.

The policy directs PISD on the 
appropriate action to take after an 
alleged bullying incident.  

“Because of new legislation, there’s 
going to be some new tweaks to the 
bullying policy. Our policy consul-
tant, TASB [Texas Association of 
School Boards], creates a starting 
point or a draft policy for us,” McBur-
nett said.

He said he expects the updated 
policy will be implemented at PISD 
during the 2012–13 school year. Spe-
cific changes or updates to the policy 
are not known at this time. The district had already cut $4.5 

million from its 2011–12 budget after 
state funding cuts were approved by 
the Texas Legislature.

“When you cut $4.5 million out of 
a budget, cutting another $1 million is 
a lot harder, because there’s nowhere 
else to cut,” Public Information Officer 
Emily Boswell said. 

School staff met in November to 
develop a list of possible cuts and 
additional revenue sources. Although 
no decisions have been made yet, 
Killian said possibilities include cut-
ting out some electives at the middle 
school level, reducing the supply 

budgets at elementary campuses, 
charging for transportation and hold-
ing another tax ratification election. 

Veterans’ Hill Elementary School, 
which the district had originally 
planned to reopen in 2013, might stay 
closed longer because Killian said the 
district does not have enough money 
to hire the support staff needed to 
operate the campus.

“In terms of the cuts that are going 
to be coming, I don’t see how it will 
be possible to not impact students and 
student performance,” Killian said.

PISD'S CURRENT BUllYING POlICY 
(implemented in 2008)

•	Any district employee who receives notice must 
immediately notify campus principal or designee 

•	Campus principal or designee determines 
whether allegations in report, if proven, consti-
tute prohibited conduct as defined by policy FFH 
and proceed under that policy instead

•	 Investigations for the most part should be com-
pleted within 10 district business days

•	 If investigation indicates bullying occurred, PISD 
will promptly take appropriate or disciplinary 
action per the Student Code of Conduct

Source: texas Association of School Boards

State School Finance SyStemS:

•	 Districts designated as property-
wealthy or property-poor

•	 Property-wealthy districts 
required to share wealth with 
property-poor districts

•	 Based on per student Weighted 
Average Daily Attendance

•	 Per-pupil funding varies by district 
and is based on the amount of 
revenue districts received in 2006

TARGET REvENUE (EST. 2006)
NEW 
SYSTEM?

Source: Texas Education Agency

contends school funding should be 
more evenly distributed. 

District officials said larger and 
continually growing school districts 
such as RRISD do not want to lose 
some of their funding to traditionally 
poorer and smaller districts. 

“Every child is due the same quality 
of education regardless of where their 
family chooses or can afford to live,” 
PISD Superintendent Charles Dupre 
said. 

Dupre said there are about four 
school finance lawsuits with different 
claims that will be combined in one 
suit and taken to the state in late 2012 
or early 2013. 

ROBIN HOOD PlAN (EST. 1993 )
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Pflugerville City Council

Steve Norwood

Brandon Wade

council members can also be reached by calling city Hall at 218-5401.

council members can also be reached by calling city Hall at 990-6101.

Council members (term expiration)

Top issues for 2012

•	 Transportation 
for years, the city has contracted with 
capital Area Rural transportation System 
to provide on-demand bus services, 
primarily for the elderly and disabled. 
However, with its contract with cARtS 
expiring—it has been extended into May 
2012—the city is trying to move quickly 
to set up a replacement on-demand 
service. two fixed-route services aimed 
primarily at employees commuting to 
and from work have been indefinitely 
postponed. 

•	 Dealing with drought
for months, the city has been attempt-
ing to deal with the ramifications of the 
drought on the city’s water supply. As 
dry conditions continue into 2012, the 
city is not only looking to protect its 
water in the short term, but will also have 
to continue to examine its long-term 
options.

•	 The effects of the November 
elections 
With the elections behind them, city 
council members will have to both shep-
herd the sports complex forward and 
start deciding what to do with all of the 
sales tax money that has previously been 
dedicated only toward transportation. 
the city estimates it will have access to 
about $95 million in sales tax funds over 
the next five years, about $79 million of 
which will be used for transportation-
related expenses. the remaining $15 mil-
lion–$17 million could be used to attract 
companies to the city.

Top issues for 2012

•	 Water strategy and master plan 
Wade said Pflugerville is in the process 
of creating a water master plan that 
should be complete in 2012. the plan 
will address the regulatory issues con-
nected to the proposed Windermere 
water rate increase, improvements in 
the Pflugerville system and working with 
Manville to make a controlled transfer 
of services in urbanized areas to the 
Pflugerville system, he said. 

•	 Quality of life issues
the library expansion should be com-
pleted by the end of 2012, Wade said, 
offering an improvement in quality of life. 
the city has also hired a new Parks and 
Recreation director, Jim Bowlin, who 
started in January.

•	 Economic development 
under floyd Akers, the Pflugerville 
community development corp. inked a 
number of development deals in 2011 at 
Stone Hill town center, the Pcdc green 
business park and elsewhere. going 
forward, Wade said, the city has to make 
sure it can support further development 
by making sure it is properly positioned 
with its infrastructure.

•	 Colorado Sands Boulevard
colorado Sands Boulevard construction 
is scheduled to begin in 2012 as a way 
to relieve some congestion issues along 
kelly lane. As part of a tax increment 
Reinvestment Zone, the city also hopes 
the road will help spur more develop-
ment along the key toll 130 corridor.

Top decisions in 2011

•	 Calling for the hotel tax and Type B 
sales tax election 
the Round Rock city council called for a 
november election in 2011 to settle two 
major issues—the financing of an indoor 
sports complex and the expanded use of 
the city’s economic development fund. 
the second item was previously voted 
down in 2010, but voters changed their 
tune in 2011 as both measures passed. 
the city can now move forward with a 
long-awaited sports arena as well as 
tap a pot of money that dwarfs that of 
nearby competitors in order to bring in 
new businesses.

 “there was so much that had to happen 
to get to this point now,” Mayor Alan 
Mcgraw said of the sports complex.

•	 Continuing a “conservative” budget 
approach 
city Manager Steve norwood cited “con-
tinuing a conservative budget” as one of 
the top decisions the city council made 
in 2011. the city’s budget rose from 
$134.7 million in 2010 to $137.4 million 
in 2011. 

•	 Red-light cameras 
While maybe not the most far-reaching 
decision, it was certainly among the 
most controversial as one of the few 
disputed votes the council had in 2011. 
Passed 5-2—with craig Morgan and Joe 
clifford dissenting—the cameras were 
implemented dec. 14. in other cities, 
most notably Houston, cameras have 
been taken down after negative reactions 
from residents.

Top decisions in 2011

•	 The water issues
When Monarch utilities announced it 
would be raising water rates dramati-
cally, it set off a round of protests from 
customers in Pflugerville and around 
the state. While the case is in a holding 
pattern for now (see Page 12 for more 
on the case), it has dominated headlines 
and was at the forefront of the city’s 
planning during much of the tail end of 
the year.

Pflugerville city Manager Brandon Wade 
said the city is also working with the 
Manville Water Supply corp.—which 
provides water to much of east Pfluger-
ville—on renegotiating contracts and 
expanding Pflugerville water service into 
their area in a controlled way.

•	 Addressing overcrowding at City 
Hall 
As Pflugerville has continued to grow, 
so has the city staff. the result has been 
an overcrowding at city Hall that the 
council addressed through a number of 
measures meant to allow for expansion 
without building an entirely new city Hall. 
Some renovations have been made or 
are under way, while some city staff—
notably the Planning department—have 
been moved to other buildings.

•	 The library expansion 
the design and bids for the library 
expansion were finished in 2011, clearing 
the way for construction in 2012. 

“the community has been waiting on 
that for too long,” Wade said. “that’s 
a pretty big deal from a quality of life 
standpoint.”

How council members are paid
The mayor receives $1,000 per month and 
council members receive $750 per month. 
Both the mayor and council members receive 
a $200 automobile allowance.

Meetings
Round Rock City Council meets at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth Thursdays of the month.

Temporary City Council chambers 
Round Rock Public Library
216 E. Main St., Round Rock
Watch at www.roundrocktexas.gov/replay

Meetings
Pflugerville City Council meets at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth Tuesday of every month.

Pflugerville City Council chambers
100 E. Main St., Pflugerville
Watch at www.cityofpflugerville.com

Council members (term expiration)
Mayor: Alan McGraw (2014)

mayormcgraw@round-rock.tx.us

Place 1: Craig Morgan (2014)

craigmorgan@round-rock.tx.us

Place 2: George White (2013)

georgewhite@round-rock.tx.us

Place 3: Joe Clifford (2012)

joeclifford@round-rock.tx.us

Place 4/Mayor 
Pro Tem: Carlos Salinas (2014)

carlossalinas@round-rock.tx.us

Place 5: John Moman (2012)

johnmoman@round-rock.tx.us

Place 6: Kris Whitfield (2013)

kriswhitfield@round-rock.tx.us

Mayor: Jeff Coleman (2013)

mayor@pflugervilletx.gov

Place 1: Wayne Cooper (2013)

council1@pflugervilletx.gov

Place 2: Brad Marshall (2014)

council2@pflugervilletx.gov

Place 3: Darelle White (2012)

council3@pflugervilletx.gov

Place 4: Starlet Sattler (2014)

council4@pflugervilletx.gov

Place 5/Mayor 
Pro Tem: Victor Gonzales (2012)

council5@pflugervilletx.gov

How council members are paid
The position is completely voluntary, though 
council members are reimbursed for mileage, 
conferences and other items directly relating 
to their role on City Council.

“We kicked off a very aggressive 
transportation program, and there is 
going to be a lot going on with that … 
it’s going to be critical.”

—City Manager Steve Norwood

“The City Council has directed and 
authorized the staff to pursue this with 
all due diligence, and that’s what we’re 
doing. This is an issue that will be at the 
forefront in the coming year.”

—Pflugerville City Manager Brandon 
Wade on halting the proposed 

Windermere water rate increase
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Hutto City Council

Williamson County

David Mitchell

Dan Gattis

County commissioners

Top issues for 2012

•	 East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center–Hutto
the city will continue to look for ways to 
partner with temple college and tStc to 
further the cause of higher education in 
Hutto and the region in 2012.

•	 Infrastructure
the city is currently conducting its first 
Wastewater Master Plan, which will detail 
current wastewater capacities and iden-
tify needed improvements to the system. 
the city will also update its impact fee 
Study in 2012 to evaluate the cost infra-
structure per living unit equivalent. this 
is an important study as it determines 
the amounts that future development 
will need to pay into the system to make 
the system sustainable. the city will also 
perform a utility Rate Study in 2012 to 
determine that the utility rates charged to 
customers are fair and sustainable.

•	 Downtown revitalization
in 2012, the city plans to pass a down-
town incentive plan aimed at encourag-
ing development and revitalization. the 
plan is expected to reach beyond just 
development and revitalization and seek 
ways to incentivize new businesses 
that move to downtown Hutto. Beyond 
incentives, the city will strongly support a 
“shop local” movement within Hutto. 

•	 Recycling
Hutto will move to single‐stream recy-
cling in february. the city will also be 
partnering with Recyclebank to offer a 
program that will encourage citizens to 
recycle more.

Top issues for 2012

•	 Transportation and mobility
Williamson county grew by almost 70 
percent in the last 10 years. keeping up 
with transportation needs will continue to 
be something the commissioners court 
will address in 2012. Although a bond 
issue is not likely in 2012, the court may 
begin looking at issuing bonds in 2013 
or 2014 to fund transportation projects, 
gattis said.

•	 Water
the commissioners court does not have 
any authority over water distribution and 
development, but water use is a big is-
sue in Williamson county and something 
the court is concerned about. gattis said 
the county would give leadership and 
support to the entities that do control 
water use, and it will promote conser-
vation and development of new water 
resources.

•	 The economy and the budget
developing the county budget and 
setting a tax rate will continue to be a 
big concern through 2012 and probably 
through 2013, gattis said.

•	 Infrastructure
the commissioners court will be looking 
at infrastructure from the standpoint of 
county buildings and office buildings. 
the county has some old buildings, and 
some people are working in questionable 
conditions, gattis said. What to do about 
office space is something the county will 
be addressing in the coming year.

Top decisions in 2011

•	 Water and wastewater lines 
the city and Hutto economic develop-
ment corp. partnered together to extend 
water and wastewater out to vacant 
properties adjacent to toll 130. the 
water and wastewater lines will provide 
the vacant properties with the ability to 
be quickly developed. this project opens 
new avenues for Hutto to pursue daytime 
employers. 

•	 East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center–Hutto 
temple college and texas State techni-
cal college committed to a location in 
Hutto to build a future 58-acre campus.  
the first building on the campus is 
already under design and is expected to 
open in 2013. 

•	 Thoroughfare Plan 
the city spent considerable time in 2011 
reviewing the city’s road infrastructure 
and developing a thoroughfare Plan. the 
plan will assist the city in protecting the 
necessary rights of way throughout the 
city to ensure mobility within the city.

•	 FM 685 grant 
city officials were excited to receive a 
grant from the capital Area Metropoli-
tan Planning organization to fund the 
reconstruction of fM 685. this project 
will help eliminate some of the safety 
concerns with the roadway by installing 
medians and raising the bridge out of the 
flood zone.

Top decisions in 2011

•	 Transportation
the county spent time developing plans 
and starting construction on projects in 
2011 that included Hwy. 195 and Ronald 
Reagan Boulevard in Precinct 3 and 
o’connor drive in Precinct 1. environ-
mental concerns, particularly those 
affecting road construction, were also 
an issue.

•	 Drought
Because of the September wildfires in 
Bastrop, leander and Steiner Ranch as 
well as adverse weather conditions, Wil-
liamson county Judge dan gattis issued 
a disaster declaration for Williamson 
county on Sept. 7, which banned all 
outdoor burning and cooking. 

•	 The budget and tax rate
Williamson county was able to lower the 
tax rate slightly in 2011. the taxes on the 
average priced home in the county did 
not increase over 2010. 

•	 Emergency radio system
A computer-aided dispatch program 
was installed as a part of the county-
wide emergency radio system. the cAd 
program enhances the efficiency of 
emergency dispatch by allowing police 
officers to do more tasks from their 
vehicles, such as bookkeeping, and 
the program also has global positioning 
software that gives the county the ability 
to track the location of every emergency 
vehicle.

Terms and compensation
The mayor and council members serve three-
year terms with no term limit and without 
compensation.

Meetings
Hutto City Council meets at 7 p.m. the first 
and third Thursday of the month.

City Council Chambers 
401 W. Front St.
759-4033
www.huttotx.gov

Meetings
Williamson County Commissioners Court 
meets at 9:30 a.m. every Tuesday.

Williamson County Courthouse
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
943-1550
www.wilco.org

Council members (term expiration)
Mayor: Debbie Holland (2013)

debbie.holland@huttotx.gov

Place 1: Anne Cano (2014)

anne.cano@huttotx.gov

Place 2: Paul Prince (2012)

paul.prince@huttotx.gov

Place 3: Veronica Quitanilla-Perez (2013)

ronnie.quitanilla-perez
@huttotx.gov

Place 4: Michael Smith (2014)

michael.smith@huttotx.gov

Place 5: Melanie Rios (2012)

melanie.rios@huttotx.gov

Place 6: Max Yeste (2013)

max.yeste@huttotx.gov

County Judge: Dan A. Gattis

710 Main St., Ste. 101, 
Georgetown • 943-1550

Precinct 1: Lisa Birkman

1801 E. Old Settlers Blvd., #110
Round Rock • 244-8610

Precinct 2: Cynthia Long

350 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 201
Cedar Park • 260-4280 

Precinct 3: Valerie Covey

3010 Williams Drive, Ste. 153
Georgetown • 943-3370

Precinct 4: Ron Morrison

350 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 100
Hutto • 846-1190

Terms and compensation
The county judge and four county 
commissioners serve four-year terms. Each 
commissioner receives $83,558.62 per 
year, and the county judge’s annual salary is 
$102,616.81.

“The city will be actively involved in special 
events throughout the year in downtown 
to attract people to visit downtown Hutto 
and see all it has to offer.” 

—Interim City Manager David Mitchell

“Water is easy to talk about now because 
we’re in a drought. But all we need is one 
big rain event, and the lakes fill up and 
people quit worrying about it. It’s something 
we need to keep in the forefront.”

—County Judge Dan Gattis
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Join one of the top law enforcement agencies in the nation!

Questions? Call: 512-974-4211
www.apdrecruiting.org 15930 S. Great Oaks Drive 

Suite A-100  •  Round Rock TXAll services provided by a general dentist

• Same Day Crowns 
• Digital Technology
• Sedation
• TMD/TMJ Dentistry
• 5 Star Spa Amenities
• Metlife Provider
• In-O�  ce Whitening

Hooty Alayan, DDS
LVIG, FAGD, FICOI 

www.greatoaksdentistry.comg yg

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

Actual before/after 
photos of our patients

FREE 
take-home whitening

(Valued at $229)

Some Patients may require 
treatment before whitening.

After completing New 
Patient Exam, Cleaning, 

and X-rays. 

(512) 255-3800

Traditional Veneer 
Packages as low as:

$226/month!
with FREE

Hydro Floss Water Pick, 
Nightguard, Exam, X-Rays

Invisalign
$4495

with FREE Take-home 
Whitening!

(Reg. $5600)
Must present ad when using coupons. No Cash Value.

45
TOLL

620

Parm
er Ln.

O’ Connor Dr.

Great Oaks Dr.
When time is of the essence, you should know 
that in addition to being nationally accredited as 
experts in the treatment and care for stroke and 
chest pain, Scott & White Hospital - Round Rock 
Emergency Department has one of the shortest 
wait times in the country. Our ER team assesses, 
diagnoses and treats patients quickly. Whether 
it’s a stroke, heart attack or some other life 
threatening event, you don’t need help fast.  
You need it Scott & White EMERGENCY fast.

Then there’s Scott & White 
EMERGENCY fast.

There’s fast.

To see our current wait times or to learn more,  
visit roundrockemergency.sw.org

Scott & White Hospital - Round Rock
EMERGENCY DEpaRTMENT

512-509-0100
300 University Boulevard, Round Rock, TX
Directly behind the Round Rock Premium Outlet Mall
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512.819.4555

bunions • hammertoes • pinched nerves • diabetic foot care
custom orthotics • diabetic shoes sports injuries • fractures 
ingrown toenails • warts • heel pain • fungal nails • flat feet

Dr. Renee K. Pietzsch
DPM, FACFAS

Board Certi� ed*

3316 Williams Drive, Suite 120 • Georgetown, TX 78628
Monday-Friday  • www.centexfoot.com

*Certi� ed by the American Board of Podiatric Surgery
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Pediatric Dentistry 
of Round Rock
Kelsey Bookmyer, D.D.S.

Board Certifi ed Pediatric Dentist

Caring for children 
in Round Rock 

since 2002

• infants – teens 
• parents welcome in treatment rooms
• most PPO insurances fi led & processed

www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

 I-35

Oakwood 
Blvd.Round 

Rock 
Hospital 620

• sedation dentistry available
•  nitrous oxide
• sealants

(512) 733-5311

Comment at impactnews.com

Candidates line up for WilCo 
attorney as Duty leaves post
By Gene Davis 

With Williamson County Attorney 
Jana Duty announcing her intention to 
run for district attorney against incum-
bent John Bradley, multiple Texas 
lawyers have filed to run for the county 
attorney position.

Rick Kennon, Jeff Maurice and Dee 
Hobbs filed as Republicans to run for 
county attorney before the temporary 
Dec. 19 filing deadline. The candidacy 
filing period will be reopened after 
a court enters redistricting plans for 
Texas House, Senate and Congress. The 
filing period will then be permanently 
closed Feb. 1.

The county attorney is in charge of 
prosecuting misdemeanor adult crimi-
nal and all juvenile cases, handling all 
small-claims cases and several of the 
civil lawsuits filed against the county, 
and performing civil duties such as 
representing Child Protective Services 
on behalf of abused and neglected chil-
dren of Williamson County.

Duty has served as county attor-
ney for seven years. The relationship 
between county commissioners and 
Duty has been strained following a 
series of lawsuits and grievances the 
parties filed against each other. 

The Williamson County Attorney’s 
Office provided legal counsel to com-
missioners before the county created a 
legal advisor position in 2010. Multiple 
candidates cited Duty’s conflict with 
the commissioners and county judge 
as a reason they entered the county 
attorney race. 

For her part, Duty has said keeping 
commissioners in check was one of the 
many jobs she was elected to do.

The candidates who have filed
Hobbs received his law degree from 

Baylor University and has worked in 
the county attorney’s office for the past 

10 years. He is currently the chief of the 
office’s criminal division. He said he 
is well-qualified to be county attorney 
because he knows how the county 
attorney’s office works and where it 
needs to go.

“I think it’s a passion for the office 
that’s important,” he said. “I love 
what I do, and I want to keep moving 
forward.”

Kennon, an attorney for 27 years, 
filed before Duty announced her inten-
tion to run for district attorney. He said 
he thinks he is the most experienced 
candidate and that he has done every-
thing from litigation representing a 
governmental entity to prosecution and 
criminal defense work.

“I’ve covered the gambit of what the 
county attorney’s office does, and I 
think because of that experience, I’ve 
got a better ability to run that office,” 
he said.

Maurice received a law degree from 
The University of Texas at Austin and 
was a lawyer for Dell Inc. He ran and 
lost as a Democrat against Williamson 
County Precinct 4 Commissioner Ron 
Morrison in 2010. He is running for 
county attorney as a Republican.

“We must do a much better job of 
negotiating, administering and enforc-
ing the county’s contracts and business 
arrangements while making William-
son County a good and fair place to 
do business,” he said in a statement. 
“I believe that my proven track record 
as Dell’s lead attorney in developing 
Dell’s Round Rock and Parmer Lane 
campuses is an achievement that can’t 
be matched by any other candidate in 
the race.”

The general primary election is 
scheduled for April 3.

The following locally elected positions are up 
for election in May. Elected officials currently 
holding the seats are listed. No candidates 
have officially filed for seats. The first day for 
candidates to file is Feb. 4 (a Saturday, so some 
areas may not take filings untill Monday, Feb. 6). 
The last day is March 5.

Round Rock City Council
Place 3 Joe Clifford
Place 5 John Moman 

The following elected positions are up for 
election in November and, in some cases, 
candidates may face primary challenges on  
April 3, though that date is subject to change. 
Incumbents are listed.

NATIONAl AND STATE REPRESENTATIvES

U.S. House, District 31
John Carter

Railroad Commissioner
Barry Smitherman
Elizabeth Ames-Jones (Ames-Jones is running 
for Texas State Senate)

Texas Supreme Court
Place 2 Don Willett
Place 4 David Medina
Place 6 Nathan Hecht

Court of Criminal Appeals 
Presiding Judge Sharon Keller
Place 7 Barbara Parker Hervey
Place 8 Elsa Alcala

3rd Court of Appeals
Place 2 Jeff Rose
Place 3 Diane Henson
Place 5 David Puryear
Place 6 Bob Pemberton

State Board of Education District 10
Marsha Farney (Farney is running for House 
District 20)

State Senator District 5
Sen. Steve Ogden (Ogden is retiring)

State Representative District 20
Rep. Charles Schwertner (Schwertner is 
running for State Senate District 5)

State Representative District 52
Larry Gonzales

 

Hutto City Council
Place 2 Paul Prince
Place 5 Melanie Rios

Pflugerville ISD board of trustees
Place 1 Elva Gladney
Place 2 Cynthia Graves

Hutto ISD
At large: Phillip Boutwell 
At large: Sheila Knapp

State Representative District 149
Open seat (newly created district)

WIllIAMSON COUNTY 

26th District Judge
Billy Ray Stubblefield

395th District Judge
Mike Jergins

425th District Judge
Mark Silverstone

District Attorney
John Bradley

Tax Assessor-Collector
Deborah Hunt

Sheriff 
James R. Wilson

County Attorney
Jana Duty (Duty is running for District 
Attorney)

Pct. 1 Commissioner Lisa Birkman

Pct. 3 Commissioner Valerie Covey

Pct. 1 Constable Robert Chody

Pct. 2 Constable Rick Coffman

Pct. 3 Constable Bobby Gutierrez

Pct. 4 Constable Marty Ruble

Round Rock ISD board of trustees
Place 2 Charles Chadwell
Place 7 Bobby Seiferman

Pflugerville City Council
Place 3 Darelle White
Place 5 Victor Gonzales (Gonzales is 
running for Place 1 on the Travis County 
Commissioners Court)

May 12 elections

nov. 6 elections

Source: Williamson county goP
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NOW ENROLLING 
AGES 6 WEEKS - 6 YEARS 
PRESCHOOL - 1ST GRADE

• Montessori & Texas Certifi ed and specialized 
teachers with degrees (BS, Masters, PhD).

• Educators experienced in: language, math, 
science, art, and music.

• Extracurricular activities (gymnastics, 
Spanish, Hindi, yoga, dance and piano).

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com
Infant 

Nursery 
Open

Established 
1996

In previous issues, Community 
Impact Newspaper told readers 
about businesses that were new, 
coming soon, expanding and 
more. This month, we revisit a few. 
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St. David’s Emergency Center is Pflugerville’s 
first such facility.
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commercial dr.

Residents in and around Pflugerville 
now have access to 24-hour emergency 
care seven days a week at St. David’s 
Emergency Center in the Stone Hill 
Town Center, the city’s first such center. 

The emergency center, which opened 
Dec. 6, features 12 treatment beds, 
advanced testing capabilities, includ-
ing radiological testing and a medical 
lab, and is staffed by board-certified 
emergency medical physicians affili-
ated with St. David’s HealthCare. 

During its first week of operation, 
the emergency center saw an average 
of 13 to 14 patients a day and up to 24 
patients in one day. Patients sought 
care for broken bones, dislocated 
elbows, sprained ankles, strep throat 
and pneumonia, said Dr. Vard Curtis, 
medical director of St. David’s Emer-
gency Center in Pflugerville.

Jeanne Ulcak owned a bakery in 
Longview for 15 years before selling the 
business and working as paralegal. But 
after five years in the corporate world, 
she said she felt the urge to return to 
baking and opened Mama J’s Donuts in 
August 2011.

“I didn’t know how much I missed 
it until I got back at my dough table,” 
she said.

Ulcak’s son-in-law calls her Mama J, 
and she said she felt the name fit for her 
bakery. 

Every morning, Ulcak begins bak-
ing at the shop at about 3:30 a.m. She 
hand-cuts the donuts and prepares the 
icings from scratch.

Business has grown steadily since 
she opened about six months ago, and 
Ulcak said she goes through about 
200 lbs. of flour and nearly 400 lbs. of 
powdered sugar each week.

The first year of cinema dining in 
Round Rock has been, in the words of 
one company executive, “gangbusters.”

And he expects Flix Brewhouse to 
keep right on rolling in 2012.

“So far, while we’re certainly at the 
mercy of Hollywood with the movies 
we show, business is good; we’ve been 
very well-received by the community,” 
said Walt Powel, vice president of 
operations.

The six-screen theater opened as a 
sort of updated, modern version of 
Alamo Drafthouse, but with its own 
on-site brewery and a few technological 
twists on the formula, including call 
lights for orders during the films.

Since opening over the summer, 
Powel said the typical blockbust-
ers have performed strongly for the 
theater, but a few films did well thanks 
to the area’s local character, such as the 
baseball-themed “Moneyball” and the 
business comedy crowd-pleaser “Hor-
rible Bosses.”

Powel said feedback from customers 
has been “tremendously positive” and 

Flix Brewhouse
2200 S. I-35, Ste. B1
Round Rock
244-FLIX (3549) 

Mama J’s Donuts
143 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 100, Hutto
846-1119

St. David’s Emergency Center
18917 Limestone Commercial Drive
Pflugerville 
532-2200

St. David’s  
Emergency Center

Mama J’s Donuts

Flix Brewhouse

In addition to cake and yeast donuts 
with multiple toppings and fillings, the 
shop also sells cinnamon rolls, brown-
ies, kolaches, sausage rolls, apple frit-
ters and éclairs. Ulcak said she plans to 
add more pastries in the future.

Customers can even watch Ulcak 
and her staff create the confections 
through a large window that looks into 
the kitchen. 

As the business grows, Ulcak said 
she wants to build the camaraderie of 
Mama J’s Donuts by attracting regular 
customers who come in daily. To that 
end, she sells Mama J’s Donuts coffee 
cups that people can purchase to later 
fill up for free at the drive-thru window 
or inside at the counter. 

“I like feeding people,” she said. “It 
makes me happy.”

Jeanne Ulcak makes fresh baked goods at 
Mama J’s Donuts. 

Justin Rizza, head brewer at Flix Brewhouse, 
shows off the Flix Golden Ale, one of six beers 
brewed at the theater.

that the feedback has even led to some 
modifications to the dining/movie-
going experience Flix offers, including 
silent ordering during films and more 
alternative content.

For example, Flix showed “Killer 
Klowns from Outer Space”—a “B” hor-
ror film from the 1980s—over Hallow-
een, holding clown costume competi-
tions and serving beer from Clown 
Shoes Brewery. 

“There’s more things at the movies 
besides whatever the Hollywood block-
buster is,” Powel said.

Among those additional attractions, 
Powel said Flix has also pumped up 
the brewhouse part of its business. The 
theater has joined up with local home-
brewers for local brewing competitions 
and plans to participate in a pro-am 
competition for the Great American 
Beer Festival next year.

Powel also said the theater has a 
number of other new activities planned 
for 2012, some of which he said could 
be revealed soon.

“We’ve got some pretty fun things in 
the works,” he said.

By Blake Rasmussen, Christine Bolaños and Samantha Bryant
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We’ve 
Moved!

UFCU’s Highway 79 
Financial Center has 
moved, and we can’t 
wait for you to see our 
new space!

When you stop by to visit our new 

financial center, you will find the same 

wonderful employees offering you 

the same convenient UFCU products 

and services... but with an upgrade to 

our brick and mortar.

 

Look for grand opening details to 

come, and visit ufcu.org for more 

information.

(512) 467-8080                                                  ufcu.org

Comm Impact10x6.04_12-11.indd   1 12/19/11   2:37 PM

 

 Better Vision 

Schedule Appointments Online
www.EyeCare-Surgery.com

248-2424

Optometry  Ophthalmology  Optical
 

Same Day Appointments Available! 
Most Vision & Medical Insurance Accepted 

501 E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
½ mi. east of IH-35 on Hwy 79 in Round Rock

• Adult & Pediatric Eye Exams with     
High Definition Wavefront Scans 

 
• Truly Customized Blade-Free iLASIK™ 
 
• Free LASIK Screenings &                  

0% LASIK Financing for 24 Months 

• Conventional & Custom Contact Lenses 

• Diagnosis & Treatment of Dry Eye, 
Ocular Allergies and Eye Disease 

 
• Extensive Eyewear & Sunwear Selection  

Javier R. Zamora, OD
Debbie  A. Zamora, OD

Debra L. Ware, OD
Robert A. Ramp, OD

Optometrists

Richard A. Berkowitz, MD
Kristen M. Hawthorne, MD

Ophthalmologists

Tom R. Walters, MD
Steven J. Dell, MD

LASIK Surgeons

With Advanced Technology 

 

Introducing The 
World’s First Electronic 

Focusing Eyewear! 
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By Blake Rasmussen

By Blake Rasmussen

Faith in Action Senior Access
Merged nonprofit growing quickly, needs volunteers

Round Rock Drums
‘The Drummer on the Round Rock’ marches to his own beat

Serita Lacasse (left), executive director of Faith in Action Senior Access, helps provide transporta-
tion for clients like Clare Copleman (right).
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T he merger of Faith in Action 
Caregivers Pflugerville and Faith 
in Action Caregivers Round Rock 

five months ago has proven to be a 
strong move for the nonprofits.

Now combined as Faith in Action 
Senior Access, the volunteer-based 
transportation service provider for 
the elderly has more clients, more 
volunteers and more growth than ever 
before.

“We are growing every day,” said 
Serita Lacasse, executive director of 
Faith in Action Senior Access.

The nonprofit is averaging four new 
clients every week and now has about 
275 drivers helping about 580 clients.

Part of that growth can be attributed 
to the new online system that allows 

F or more than 20 years, Ed Francis has been 
teaching students how to play the drums and, 
just as importantly, trying to inspire them to 

create and grow.
The last year was one marked by growth and a 

name change from Ed Francis Drum Instruction 
to Round Rock Drums, a move Francis said was 
intended to connect him to the city he loves.

“When people hear Round Rock Drums, they 
expect excellence,” Francis said of the name change.

It has also tied him closer to a community that 
has embraced “The Drummer on the Round Rock,” 
as he is known for, well, drumming on the Round 
Rock.

Over the past year, Francis has performed 
increasing numbers of free clinics throughout the 
community at schools, community centers and 
juvenile detention facilities, all for free. He expects 

he’ll do even more in 2012 and has even given 
some thought to expanding the business with new 
instructors or a new space to teach.

“I’m not sure where the future’s going to take us, 
honestly,” Francis said. “There’s something about 
me caring about each kid … that keeps parents 
coming back.” 

Francis teaches children as young as 7—and in 
some cases 5 or 6 years old if they are particularly 
gifted—in half-hour sessions up to once a week. He 
said he currently has 54 students.

Some of his students stay with him for years, and 
many even come back just to jam with “Mr. Ed” 
after leaving for college.

“People have asked, ‘what makes Round Rock 
Drums so special?’” Francis said. “And my answer is 
always: Some desire to make money, others to make 
a name for themselves—I aim to make a difference.”

volunteers to find times and oppor-
tunities that are convenient for them 
without ever having to call or email 
Faith in Action, Lacasse said.

Additionally, the merged nonprofit 
has also established an ambassador 
program focused on recruiting vol-
unteers as well as an advisory council 
made of community leaders focused on 
solving community issues.

The client waiting list, which at one 
time included about 23 people, is now 
gone, Lacasse said.

But, she added, that growth, while 
welcome, is creating a pressure to con-
tinue finding new volunteers.

“We’re needing a lot more volunteers 
to continue,” Lacasse said, pointing out 
that clients outnumber drivers by more 

Ed Francis, with his wife, Kim, has been teaching students to play 
drums in Round Rock for more than 20 years and now has more 
than 50 students. He is known as “The Drummer on the Round 
Rock” after playing on the rock that gave the city its name. 
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Round Rock Drums
289-2561
www.roundrockdrums.com

than two to one.
However, 2012 looks like it will 

continue much of the growth started in 
2011. Lacasse said Faith in Action plans 
to purchase a van to drive regular, fixed 

routes to shopping and rehab centers, 
likely in June, which some routes pos-
sibly starting in February. 

For more information, visit  
www.fiasenioraccess.org.
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The Collector

Gold & Silver, Jewelry,
Flatware, and Coins

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
	 Family	Medicine		•		Phone:	(512)	324-4813
	 Cardiovascular	Care	•	Phone:	(512)	324-4812
	 Seton	Medical	Plaza	I,	301	Seton	Parkway,	Suite	302
	 Round	Rock,	TX	78665

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek
	 Internal	Medicine	Adults Only  •		Phone:	(512)	324-4870
	 Forest	Creek	Medical	Center,	4112	Links	Lane,	Suite	200
	 Round	Rock,	TX	78664

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
	 Family	Medicine		•		Phone:	(512)	324-4875
	 Cardiovascular	Care	•	Phone:	(512)	324-4812	
	 Stone	Hill	Shopping	Center	
	 1512	Town	Center	Drive,	Suite	100
	 Pflugerville,	TX	78660

Seton Care For	Your	Entire	Family
As	the	leading	provider	of	health	care	services	in	Central	Texas,	the	Seton	
Healthcare	Family	is	proud	to	offer	a	full	continuum	of	care	for	your	family.	Our	
primary	care	clinics	provide	a	wide	range	of	medical	services	to	improve	the	health	
and	wellness	of	infants,	children	and	adults:

For more information, please visit SetonFamilyofDoctors.com.

•	Primary	family	care
•	Physicals	and	sports	exams	
•	Well-woman	annual	exams
•	Diabetes	care	and	prevention

•	Blood	pressure	and	cholesterol	
management

•	Minor	emergency	care
•	Disease	management

Three Convenient Locations In Round Rock & Pflugerville

RR	1431 University	Blvd.

Hwy	79

Gattis	School	Rd.

I-
35 13

0

Texas	45	Toll

Chandler	Rd.

Round Rock

To Austin

To Hutto

1

2

3

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

Stone Hill & Williamson clinics offer 
comprehensive cardiac care by the specialists of

For appointments, please call (512) 324-4812. 
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Offer valid through January 15, 2012, at participating DQ restaurants.  DQ and the ellipse shaped logo are trademarks of  
Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2012. dqtexas.com

By Christine Bolaños By Christine Bolaños

By Samantha Bryant

Cuba Bakery & Cafe
First Cuban restaurant in 
Greater Austin area

Taste of Ethiopia 
More than just food, it’s 
a second home 

Ricardo’s Tacos & More
Family restaurant caters to customers
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Cuba Bakery & Cafe owner Tony Reyes pre-
pares a cuban sandwich, a popular item.

Ricardo Garza (left) and Enrique Ricardo Antunano have expanded their offerings since opening.

Lamb tibbs ($13.95), consisting of finely 
diced lamb cubes, comes with ginger, onion, 
jalapeño peppers, cardamom and white 
pepper. 
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When Tony Reyes’ family left Cuba 
for Miami, they took with them a pas-
sion for cooking and culture that they 
passed on to Reyes. That passion led 
him to eventually move to and open a 
bakery in Round Rock.

“We wanted to come here because 
we wanted to raise our three sons in a 
safe environment,” said Liliana Reyes, 
Reyes’ wife and co-owner of Cuba 
Bakery & Cafe.

“We started on McNeil Road in 
August 2009 and then moved to Palm 
Valley Boulevard because it was a 
better site,” Liliana Reyes said. “We 
added items to the menu such as 
breakfast and the very popular Frita 
Cubana.”

She said the Reyes’ goal is to offer a 
place that serves good food for a good 
price to the entire community.

In just three years, Taste of Ethiopia 
Restaurant & Cafe has made what 
owner Woinee Mariam considers an 
extended family made up of custom-
ers; an appearance on the Cooking 
Channel’s “Eden Eats,” and a place in 
the Pflugerville community. 

Mariam’s dream of opening a 
restaurant began when she was 17 
years old but was put on hold after she 
became a mother of three. On October 
8, 2008, she opened Taste of Ethiopia, 
which serves authentic Ethiopian reci-
pes straight from her mother’s kitchen. 

“I knew what Ethiopians liked, so 
I wanted to do that for Americans. 
They need to know exactly what we 
eat: beef, vegetables—all kinds of 
fresh vegetables, lamb, goat, chicken,” 
Mariam said. “Once you walk in here, 
you’re in my house.”

Brothers-in-law Enrique Ricardo 
Antunano and Ricardo Garza part-
nered together to open Ricardo’s Tacos 
& More in February 20, and they 
are serving some of the same recipes 
they grew up eating in the interior of 
Mexico.

“They are what our moms used to 
make,” Antunano said.

Antunano and Garza are no strang-
ers to the restaurant business—they 
own a Quiznos in Round Rock on 
Louis Henna Boulevard and one in 
Austin on 38th Street.

They said Ricardo’s Tacos & More 
gives them more flexibility and control 
over the menu than operating a fran-
chise. Since opening the restaurant, 
Antunano and Garza have continued 

Cuba Bakery & Cafe
1206 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round	Rock	•	782-0361
Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–7 p.m.  
Sun. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Taste of Ethiopia Restaurant & Cafe
1100 Grand Avenue Parkway 
251-4053
www.tasteofethiopiaaustin.com
Open daily 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

Ricardo’s Tacos & More
143 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 400, Hutto
642-5019
www.facebook.com/Ricardos.Tacos.and.More
Mon.–Fri. 6:30 a.m.–9 p.m., Sat. 7:30 a.m.– 
9 p.m.,  Sun. 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m. 

to tweak what the restaurant offers—
they added hamburgers several 
months ago, and in November, added 
Ricardo’s Special Nachos ($4.50), a 
nacho dish piled high with cheese, 
ranch style beans, beef fajita meat and 
jalapeños.

The restaurant offers breakfast 
tacos weekday mornings until 11 a.m. 
and weekends until noon. Garza said 
two of the more popular tacos are the 
egg and bacon taco and the egg and 
chorizo taco ($1.50 each). Even if a 
breakfast taco combination is not on 
the menu, Garza said they will make 
customized orders.

Garza said they expect to start 
selling beer in the future and also 
continue to modify the menu.
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Information & registration at 
goodhealth.com/ignite.

Saturday, March 3, 2012
1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Presented by

Special thanks to our exhibitors and sponsors

Free Renewal Expo:
• Spring fashion show by Round Rock Premium Outlets 
• Instructor-led group exercise & meditation classes
• Healthy cooking demonstrations 
• Workshops with professional organizers 
• Community sponsor exhibits & motivational speakers

VIP Event: The Transformative Power of Self-Care with  
Renee Peterson Trudeau, national coach/speaker and author of 
The Mother’s Guide to Self-Renewal. $30 until Jan. 31; $40 after.

Baby Earth

Be You. Be True.

Better Health Designs

Bonnie Balistreri Image Consulting

CHASCO Family YMCA

Community Impact

Crabtree and Evelyn

Darlene Templeton, CPCC, ACC

Delightful Me Bakery

Essential Bodywear

Fuego Fitness

Genesis Today

Le Creuset

Lin Scheib, CPCC

Morning Blossom Boutique

Novita Spa

Professional Women of  
Williamson County

Reebok

Renee Trudeau & Associates

Round Rock Premium Outlets

Shibber D’Lites

Seton Brain and Spine Institute

Seton Cove

Seton Family of Doctors

Seton Heart Institute

Seton Institute of Reconstructive 
Plastic Surgery

Seton Parent Education Program

Seton Williamson Women’s Center

Total Mommy Fitness

United Way of Williamson County 601 E. WHITESTONE BLVD. STE 400 
Cedar Park, TX 78613

Located in the Railyard Shopping Center

(512) 259-2331

1512 TOWN CENTER DR. STE 750
P� ugerville, TX 78660

Located at Stone Hill Town Center next to Target

(512) 251-9100
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row” in Stone Hill Town Center.
According to Ken Yung, man-

ager at Shogun Japanese Restau-
rant—a sister restaurant in Pear-
land, Texas—Toll 130 was a major 
reason for the site’s selection.

“NewQuest invited us over 
there, and we looked at the area 
and we liked it. We like the traf-
fic the toll [130] is going to bring 
and the clientele. It will be inside 
a good shopping area,” Yung said.

A major residential project is 
also in the works at Stone Hill 
Town Center, where develop-
ers plan to build The Mansions 
at Stone Hill, a 370-unit apart-
ment complex. According to Trey 
Fletcher, Pflugerville’s planning 
director, a plan has been submit-
ted for review and approval by the 
city. 

Hutto city officials also view the 
accessibility offered by Toll 130 
as a catalyst for growth. Interim 
City Manager David Mitchell said 
the area east of Toll 130 is where 
Hutto is likely to see its most 
rapid expansion during the next 
10 years. 

On the opposite side of the toll, 
farther north, Round Rock retail 
and residential development is 
continuing to grow west of CR 
110 on University Boulevard 
where fast-food restaurants, retail 
shops and a 54,000-square-foot 
Ikea expansion have kept Univer-
sity Boulevard at the forefront of 
the city’s economic growth. 

While Wysocki has said it may 
take several decades for  develop-
ment to reach Toll 130, he did say 
that if a major commercial devel-
oper were interested in building 
in north Round Rock, it would 
likely consider an area along the 
tollway.

Preparing for the future
In recent years, cities along 

Toll 130 have spent a good deal 
of time, energy and money pre-
paring the region for anticipated 
growth. 

Hutto, for one, has made several 
moves to improve the area’s infra-
structure, including installing a 
water line along CR 108—which 
Mitchell expects to be finished 
early in 2012—and a wastewater 
line that should be finished in the 
latter part of the year to serve the 
vacant lots, Mitchell said.

“With us putting water and 
wastewater out into these areas, 
that was the missing piece for 
these lots—what we call plug-
and-play lots—where somebody 
can come in, build a structure, tap 
into major infrastructure and be 
ready to roll,” he said.

The first major project to break 
ground in the area will be the 
Hutto campus of the East Wil-
liamson County Higher Educa-
tion Center, scheduled to open 
in spring 2013. Mitchell and 
Scott Martinez, Hutto Economic 
Development Corp. executive 
director, said they expect primar-
ily commercial development to 
occur near the college.

“We hope it is job generators,” 
Martinez said. “Single-family 
[residential development] is doing 
fine here. We need more commer-
cial and light industrial. That will 
help our daytime employment.”

The Pflugerville Community 
Development Corp. has made 
similar preparations, dipping into 
commercial development with the 
opening of the Renewable Energy 
Park and electric-car charging sta-
tion near Toll 130 on Dec. 30, land 
they hope will eventually attract 
green energy businesses.

“Once that renewable energy 
park gets anchored with two or 
three business campuses, we’re 
going to see more restaurants 
out there, hopefully. Ultimately, 
we see a hotel out there, too,”  
Gonzales said.

The city has also partnered 
with Newland Communities—the 
developers of the Falcon Pointe 
subdivision—to build Colorado 
Sands Boulevard, a road that could 
connect Kelly Lane to Pfluger-
ville Parkway east of Toll 130. The 
north-south roadway will likely 
attract commercial and retail busi-
nesses that desire a highly traf-
ficked location, said Floyd Akers, 
executive director of PCDC. 

The roadway is part of a Tax 
Increment Reinvestment Zone, 
where a portion of the collected 
property tax is used for infra-
structure projects. 

According to a TIRZ schedule 
Newland Communities Senior 

Project Manager Rainer Ficken 
sent to Fletcher, construction 
of Colorado Sands Boulevard is 
scheduled from Feb. 14 through 
March 2. 

“We’re just waiting on a final 
reimbursement agreement 
between the TIRZ board of direc-
tors, the city and Newland. Once 
that is completed, I see us going 
into full design of the roadways,” 
Ficken said.

The TIRZ also includes an allo-
cation of $4.5 million for land that 
could be given as an incentive to a 
company looking to locate along-
side Toll 130. Officials hope it 
could attract a large firm.

The City of Hutto is also Comment at impactnews.com

ensuring its road network will be 
sufficient to handle future devel-
opment. Some of the proper-
ties north of Hwy. 79 and east of 
Toll 130 are in the City of Hutto’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction—land 
adjacent to a city that is not actu-
ally in city limits—so the city is 
considering annexing the area 
into city limits early this year, 
Mitchell said, which would allow 
the city to control development in 
the area. 

“It is the face of Hutto as you 
come along 130, and we want it 
to be a positive thing for people 
coming through,” Mitchell said.
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Round Rock’s growth corridor 
•	 The city has zoned the area between A.W. Grimes 

Boulevard and CR 110 for town, patio and single-
family homes; and businesses and retail offices.

•	 Major development on east University Boulevard 
toward Toll 130 is not expected in the near future.

•	 The city’s projected population is 165,000 by 2016.

Round Rock city limits Round Rock ETJ

Pflugerville’s growth corridor 
•	 PCDC opened the renewable energy business 

park and electric-car charging station on Dec. 
30. The park is expected to attract green-energy 
businesses and jobs to the area.

•	 Apartment, restaurant and retail development is in 
the works at Stone Hill Town Center.

•	 A planned $200 million solar farm, located on 
720 acres in Pflugerville ETJ, will use more than 
400,000 solar panels.

•	 The city’s projected population is 53,444 by 2015.

Pflugerville city limits Pflugerville ETJ

Hutto’s growth corridor 
•	 Hutto could attract a mix of uses, including 

light industrial, educational, offices, multifamily, 
residential, restaurants and retail.

•	 The first building for the East Williamson County 
Higher Education Center–Hutto campus is ex-
pected to open in 2013

•	 The city’s population is 18,850 and is projected 
to be 40,280 by 2020

Hutto city limits Hutto ETJ

Round Rock

110

1460

A tale of three cities 
How Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto are growing toward Toll 130

Source: cities of Round Rock, Hutto, Pflugerville

16040 Park Valley Drive • Suite 222
Round Rock, TX 78681

512.341.8001
W W W . C O R N E R S T O N E - O B G Y N . C O M

PLEASE JOIN US IN WELCOMING 
DR. ANGER

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS.
512-341-8001

Kathryn Anger, M.D

University Blvd.
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coffee WitH iMPAct

Clarke Heidrick
Austin Chamber of Commerce 2012 chairman
By Eric Nagurney 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring 
leaders in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond. 

Clarke Heidrick is former chairman of Travis County’s health care district, Central 
Health, and in 2004 led the successful initiative to create the district. He will be hon-
ored in April at the Seventh Annual University Medical Center Brackenridge luncheon 
for his long-standing commitment to providing Austin with quality medical services.

Heidrick began practicing law in 1977 and currently works as an attorney at Graves, 
Dougherty, Hearon & Moody where he also serves as chairman of the firm’s board of 
directors. Heidrick holds, or has held, leadership positions in several local organiza-
tions, including the Shivers Cancer Foundation, Rebekah Baines Johnson Center and 
the United Way Capital Area organization. He began his term as chairman of the Aus-
tin Chamber of Commerce on Jan. 1.

What should Central Health do to reach a 
balance between its growth and budget?

What Central Health probably needs to 
do is increase its tax rate modestly [over 
the next two to three years]. It will need to 
carefully manage its expenses and probably 
cut some expenses. One of the big projects 
Central Health has pursued is the construc-
tion of a new clinic on Braker Lane, which 
had some controversy. When we open a 
clinic like that, we’re going to pull some 
patients from other clinics, and, at some 
point, we need to close some clinics that are 
not as efficient. You have to close things, 
and government organizations aren’t as 
good as they might be at closing things.

You mentioned the Braker lane clinic. Do 
you think that was the right location?

I think the long-term answer is yes. I 
think we got the right results. It was an 
experiment we learned a lot from, since 
it was the first new facility that Central 
Health built. I don’t think in hindsight that 
we did as much work with the neighbor-
hood up front to anticipate a lot of issues 
that popped up … You learn as you go.

Do you support establishing a medical 
school in Austin? What challenges do you 
feel that initiative will present?

I definitely support it, and I think chal-
lenges abound … As usual, what comes 

down to every major project is dollars. To 
get it done, we’re going to have to raise 
some money for endowment, and we’ll 
have to find a source for operating dollars. 
What I keep hearing from UT is they are 
very confident that the endowment and 
the capital dollars can be found, but the 
operating dollars will be hard to come by. 
That’s where Central Health would come 
in to raise its tax rate and conceivably 
have some money to invest in the project.

In terms of a rail system, Travis County 
wants it developed while Williamson 
County thinks it’s too expensive. How 
can Austin engage Hays and Williamson 

counties in the rail conversation?
I think you’ve got to envision and start 

doing infrastructure now to serve a com-
munity that’s going to exist 35 to 40 years 
from now. We all are going to be part of a 
thing that’s very dynamic that’s called Cen-
tral Texas for now. I think you’ve also got to 
look at the triangle formed by Dallas, San 
Antonio and Houston, with Central Texas 
right in the middle … Whether you live 
in Williamson County or Travis County, 
we’re all in this together. We need to have 
the mentality where we’re happy a major 
employer comes into Williamson or Hays 
County … because those folks are going to 
drive the regional economy forward.
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Clarke Heidrick (left) answers questions from Community Impact Newspaper Publisher John Garrett.

EXPANDING 
URGENT CARE
Scott & White Healthcare has opened a new 
Urgent Care Clinic at Hester’s Crossing.
Our newest urgent care facility is now open, offering immediate help for minor 
medical emergencies. If you are a Scott & White patient, the urgent care clinic 
has access to your medical information through the electronic medical record. 
Located at I-35 and Hester’s Crossing in Round Rock, services include:

2000 S. IH 35, Suite N-5
Round Rock, TX

For additional information and a complete  
list of services, please call or visit

512-244-3822  |  clinics.sw.org

Hours:
Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat.–Sun. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

• Treatment for common ailments
• Treatment for sports injuries

• Blood draws
• Laboratory services

• X-rays
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Multifamily
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“You don’t want to become overrun with 
anything,” Pflugerville Assistant City Man-
ager Trey Fletcher said. “You want to have a 
good balance of it all.”

Demand
It was that search for a balance that set 

off a discussion on the Round Rock City 
Council in July about the weight of multi-
family housing in the city.

The owners of La Frontera Square had 
applied to change their zoning to allow for 
more multifamily units and less restaurant, 
office and commercial space, citing a lack 
of interest from commercial sectors and 
high demand for residential units.

What resulted was a discussion about the 
City Council’s vision for the city’s mix of 
multifamily and single-family homes.

“What do we want Round Rock to look 
like in 20 years?” City Councilman George 
White asked. “Do we want to be an apart-
ment-dwelling populace?”

At issue was the city’s General Plan, 
which calls for an 80/20 split in favor of 
single-family homes. Currently, Round 
Rock has about 26 percent of its housing 
stock tied up in multifamily, not including 
the University Boulevard project. 

However, at the same meeting, Round 
Rock Planning Director Peter Wysocki 
said “there is no magic number” and that 
the city might need to revisit that split.

Leaders in other cities have taken notice 
of increased demand as well.

Hutto is addressing essentially the oppo-
site problem as Round Rock. With the 
exception of a few duplexes and two units in 
the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction, Hutto 
is almost entirely single-family housing, 
Hutto Planning Manager Will Guerin said.

However, Guerin expects that could 
change. 

“With the Austin multifamily housing 
market being as strong as it is, we expect 
that to pick up in Hutto,” Guerin said.

To that end, Guerin said city staff is 
working on a housing policy that addresses 
diversity in the city’s housing stock. The 
point isn’t necessarily to attract multifam-
ily housing specifically, but to create a more 

diverse housing stock.
Still, Guerin said the city has been 

approached about multifamily housing 
by several developers, especially for space 
along Exchange Boulevard. He said one 
company in particular could move beyond 
the speculative phase soon, and that the 
opening of the Eastern Williamson County 
Higher Education Center in 2013 could 
increase the demand.

Pflugerville has already experienced 
some of that uptick in demand.

“We know that there will be more multi-
family, that the demand for multifamily is 
there, and there will be developers asking 
to build multifamily in our community,” 
Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman said.

Those multifamily units, Fletcher said, 
can be important for a city’s retail base.

“Low- to medium-density development 
doesn’t support a tremendous amount of 
retail. So, as Round Rock has done, it’s cen-
tral to the policy discussion of the planning 
and zoning commission and our city coun-
cil to consider how much is enough and 
how much is too much,” Fletcher said.

Control
As part of the discussion, Pflugerville has 

created controls on the multifamily market.
“We feel like, as a community, we have 

done the ground work to control that mul-
tifamily [housing] by creating very strict 
building standards,” Coleman said.

Those building standards—which regu-
late the look and density of new dwell-
ings—were part of the driving force behind 
annexations over the past five years, 
Fletcher said, allowing the city to control 
the quality and consistency in those areas.

Round Rock, meanwhile, has recently 
been confronted with the issue again. 

The annexation, rezoning and planned 
unit development applications for the Uni-
versity Boulevard apartment complex were 
scheduled to be addressed at a December 
council meeting but were sent back to 
Planning and Zoning after some council 
members expressed concerns over its size. 

“Given the discussion the city council 
had during their briefing Tuesday morn-
ing, [city staff] relayed some of the con-
cerns to the applicant,” Wysocki said of a 
Tuesday meeting Dec. 13, adding that the 
delay would allow the complex’s developers 
extra time to reduce the number of units.

Comment at impactnews.com

One aspect of 
multifamily housing 
that some officials are 
keeping an eye on is 
how such units affect 
the demographics of a city.

“In multifamily, you tend to have—tend to, not 
always—have singles, young professionals or 
older single people,” Pflugerville Assistant City 
Manager Trey Fletcher said.

Indeed, over the past 10 years, Pflugerville’s 
population has grown older, less family-centered 
and more diverse.

The results from the 2010 census showed 
a transition of sorts for Pflugerville, from a 
predominantly nuclear-family oriented town to 
one that, while still primarily made up of such 
families, increasingly finds itself in a state of 
transition.

For example, between 2000 and 2010, the 
percentage of the population age 19 years or 
younger dropped from 62 percent to 54 percent, 
according to city data. Similarly, the census found 
that households with children under the age of 18 
dropped from 59 percent to 48.6 percent.

Overall, the median age of the population 
increased from 31.6 years to 33.8 years, 
increasing at a faster rate than the rest of Travis 
County, according to census data.

The cause, Fletcher said, is likely due to 
annexations which brought both apartments and 
retirement homes into city limits.

“We’re predominantly a single-family detached 
community, a bedroom community, and we 
have so little multifamily by comparison, but 
when we get some, it’s going to influence those 
percentages,” Fletcher said.

That goes doubly so for Hutto, which only has a 
few duplexes in city limits and two multifamily 
units in its extraterritorial jurisdiction, Hutto 
Planning Manager Will Guerin said.

In fact, census data from 2010 Hutto bears a 
striking resemblance to 2000 Pflugerville. Hutto’s 
median age is lower—28.9 years—but both 
had more than 80 percent of households listed 
as family households, and about 55 percent had 
children younger than 18. The average household 
size for both was around 3.2—3.15 for Pflugerville 
in 2000 and 3.22 for Hutto in 2010.

In other words, if Hutto wants to have an idea of 
what the next 10 years might look like, officials 
need only look down the road.

MUlTIFAMIlY vS. 
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Southwestern explores new offerings H-E-B to get $12.5M expansion
Georgetown A new strategic plan approved in 2010–11 
ha culminated in Southwestern University’s exploration 
of adding academic and athletic programs to its list of 
offerings. 

“A lot of what we are doing right now and the time 
frame for doing it comes out of the strategic plan that 
[the trustees] voted on last year,” Southwestern Univer-
sity President Jake Schrum said. “Basically, the strategic 
plan urged us to provide a more vibrant and meaningful 
experience for our students, both from an academic point 
of view and a student life point of view.”

The strategic plan, known as Shaping Our Future, will 
guide the university until 2020 and is focused on academ-
ics with three supporting strategies, including improved or 
enhanced campus life and student experience, increased 
recognition and visibility, and financial viability and sus-
tainability, said Ron Swain, senior adviser to the president 
for strategic planning and assessment at Southwestern. 

“It’s an integrated approach. All of these elements work 
together in some fashion, so the idea that the institution 
must be financially viable and sustainable is contingent 
upon enhancing our campus life—not only recruiting stu-
dents but retaining them until they graduate,” Swain said. 

Schrum announced several new initiatives aimed 
at increasing the school’s revenue and supporting the 
school’s academic mission.

In October, school officials announced the reinstatement 
of a men’s football program at Southwestern in fall 2013. The 
school will also add a women’s lacrosse team, which is slated 
to begin play in spring 2014. 
Full story by Beth Wade

Cedar Park The H-E-B at West Parmer Lane and 
RM 1431 in Cedar Park is preparing for a $12.5 mil-
lion makeover, said Leticia Mendoza, public affairs 
specialist for H-E-B.

The redesign, slated to begin in February or March 
and last through October, will expand the store 
by about 20,000 square feet on the east side of the 
building, which is nearest to the current drive-thru 
pharmacy. 

“The drive-thru for our pharmacy will actually be 
touching Rogue Running,” Store Manager Walter 
Dobravolsk said. “There’s a tree over there we’re going 
to move in probably early January. It’s a 100-year-old 
oak, so we’ll move it up to the top of the parking lot so 
we can save it.”

The expanded H-E-B will offer shoppers wider aisles, 
more groceries on the shelves and a slight increase in 
variety of goods, Dobravolsky said. 

“We’re adding that footage so we can expand out 
what we have right now,” he said. “So we’re not really 
getting any new departments and we won’t have a (H-E-
B) Plus store type arrangement. We’re just putting more 
space in the aisles and better holding power for what we 
carry on the shelf.”

Holding power is the amount of time a product is 
available on the shelf. Many items will double their 
presence on the floor, cutting down on time spent on 
midday restocks. 

“I can carry more product to last throughout the 
day so that when my shoppers come in at 8 o’clock 
or 6 o’clock at night, they should be able to find that 
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product on the shelf because the holding power of that 
product is greater,” he said.

Though not expanding to a Plus store, Dobravolsky 
said the H-E-B will offer a larger variety of produce 
and groceries. 

“It’s really going to put a fresh look to this side of the 
store,” he said, pointing to the current produce section 
on the west end of the building. “It’s a bigger produce 
department, a bigger deli and a bigger meat market. In 
that respect, it isn’t just more groceries and more Rice 
Krispies, so to speak, it’s the ability to carry a bigger 
selection of produce items.”
Full story by Beth Wade
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Now Open
Northwest Austin A new 
Starbucks Coffee location held 
a grand opening in the fall at 
11521 N. RR 620, Ste. 950. The 
new location features a drive-
thru and wireless Internet.  
250-8066, www.starbucks.com

Cedar Park Children’s 
indoor inflatable playground 
Hoppin’ House opened  
Dec. 3 in the 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center, 1335 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-160. 
The facility is available for 
children’s parties and has 
both hourly rates and monthly 
memberships. Open Mon.–
Thu. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., Fri.  
10 a.m.–8 p.m., Sat. 3–8 p.m., 
Sun. 3–6 p.m. 260-3535,  
www.hoppinhouse.com

Closing
Northwest Austin Anto-
nio’s Mexican Restaurant, 
12602 Research Blvd., closed in 
November. A new location of 
the restaurant recently opened 
at 1200 W. Howard Lane, Ste. 
B. 251–7900,  
www.antoniostexmex.com

Northwest Austin Hoover’s 
Cooking closed its North-
west Austin location at 13376 
Research Blvd., Ste. 400, on 
Dec. 31. The 2002 Manor Road 
location will remain open and 
continue serving Cajun, Tex-
Mex, barbecue and Southern 
home cooking. 479-5006,  
www.hooverscooking.com

Coming Soon
Cedar Park There will be 
a second Walmart built in 
Cedar Park, located in the 
eastern part of the city near the 
intersection of RM 1431 and 
Parmer Lane. The new store 
will be a Supercenter, as will 
the three other new stores the 
Bentonville, Ark.–based com-
pany plans to open in Manor, 
Elgin and Kyle. There is not yet 
a projected opening date for 
the new location. According 
to Wal-Mart representatives, 
there are no plans to close the 
existing store, which is located 
at 201 Walton Way, Cedar 
Park. www.walmart.com

Bob & Mike’s Chicken
1535 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park
244-2536 [512-CHICKEN]
www.bobandmikes.com
Mon.–Sat. 6:30 a.m.–10 p.m.,
Sun. 8 a.m.–9 p.m.

Cedar Park Bob O’Farrell and 
his son Mike don’t mind being 
called chicken; in fact, that’s the 
slogan for their fast-food restau-
rant in Cedar Park: “It’s OK, you 
can call us chicken.”

The duo opened Bob & Mike’s 
Chicken in April to fill what they 
believed to be a void in the local 
restaurant industry. 

“Our attitude was to do 
something different in fast food. 
Coming from fine dining, we 
wanted something that would be 
good quality and healthy,” Bob 
O’Farrell said. 

So Bob and Mike revamped 
a fast-food staple—chicken ten-
ders—by giving it a healthy yet 
tasty twist. 

“We only have a few items that 
are fried. Our onion rings, french 
fries and 100 percent chicken 
corn dogs are all hand-battered,” 
Bob said. “Everything else is 
baked, sauteed or cooked in 
another way.”
Full story by Christine Bolaños

Georgetown Dan 
and Loralee St. John 
had dreamed about 
opening their own golf 
store for a decade. Dan 
had more than 25 years 
experience in the golf 
industry and knew 
what he wanted in his 
own golf store.

Loralee said bank officials 
liked their business plan, but the 
couple didn’t have enough equity 
to get a loan. Then in late 2009, 
they received a phone call telling 
them a bank was willing to give 
them a loan because of part of the 
economic stimulus package that 
made banks liable for a smaller 
percentage of the loan.

 The Golf Ranch opened in an 
almost 5,000-square-foot space in 
the Wolf Ranch Town Center in 
March 2010. 

Dan had worked at five golf 
stores over the course of his 
career.

“We took the best ideas from 

Hutto aims to attract retail

TxDOT proposes solution for Loop 360

Bob & Mike’s Chicken

The Golf Ranch
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Hutto A retail analysis of Hutto 
released Oct. 28 reveals an 
approximate gap of  nearly $518 
million in 2010 between the esti-
mated demand, or potential sales, 
in Hutto and what residents are 
actually spending. The gap means 
Hutto residents are traveling else-
where to shop and eat, and the 
city is losing millions in potential 
sales tax revenue.

The City of Hutto and the 
Hutto Economic Develop-
ment Corp. commissioned 
the retail trade area assess-
ment from Joey Grisham, 
an independent retail con-
sultant, to determine where 
Hutto residents go to shop 
and which retail stores and 
restaurants the city should 
recruit so residents do not 
have to leave the city to 
meet their shopping needs.

“You leak out quite a bit 
of dollars to your neigh-
bors,” Grisham said at the 
November Hutto EDC 
Power Breakfast. “So you 
want to bring that back 
around and have some of 

Austin The Texas 
Department of Trans-
portation wants to add 
modified “Michigan 
left turns” at major 
intersections along 
Capital of Texas Hwy., 
from US 183 to MoPac.

At the affected inter-
sections, drivers want-
ing to turn left would  
instead turn right and then use 
a U-turn in the median to head 
back in the intended direction.

These new turns would extend 
the length of green lights along 
Loop 360, eliminate some left 
turns and prevent drivers from 
crossing Loop 360 at certain 
intersections, TxDOT spokesman 
John Hurt said. They would also 
reduce southbound travel time 
on Loop 360 between US 183 and 
Spicewood Springs Road by 29 
percent to 33 percent, and north-
bound travel by 13 percent to 19 
percent, Hurt added.

But some residents who live 
along Loop 360 wonder if the 
proposed changes would actually 
improve rush hour congestion.

“It’s adding more traffic to 360 
with their plan, adding more 

your neighbors leak some of their 
dollars to you.” 

Hutto EDC Executive Director 
Scott Martinez said recovering 
those dollars is important for the 
growth of the city. An increase in 
retail sales means the city collects 
more sales tax, which can in turn 
be spent on projects to spur more 
growth.
Full story by Samantha Bryant

lights to 360 with their plan,” said 
Mike Currens, president of the 
Lakewood Homeowners Asso-
ciation, which is northwest of 
Lakewood Drive and Loop 360. 
“[TxDOT’s] argument is that we 
do not understand it and that we 
will learn to adapt.” 

The department said it had 
looked at other solutions to 
reduce traffic, but the modified 
Michigan left turn seemed like 
the best choice. 

“The other options we felt 
would be unacceptable to resi-
dents in the area,” Hurt said. “The 
controlled access highway or 
overpasses at every intersection, 
that would have really marred the 
way it looks.”
Full story by Amy Deis

The Golf Ranch 
1019 W. University Ave., Ste. 310 
Georgetown
863-4573
www.golfranchshop.com

all of them and brought them to 
our store,” he said.

Brent Parker is a customer at 
The Golf Ranch and said he likes 
the selection and prices at the 
store.

“They’re good people,” Parker 
said. “It’s enjoyable coming in. I 
love seeing these small businesses 
do well.”

The St. Johns also hold a 
monthly customer appreciation 
party. Loralee said they wanted to 
give back to the community and 
the people who shop with them.

“A lot of these people are our 
friends now,” Dan said.
Full story by Samantha Bryant
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MORE RETAIL, PLEASE

Source: economic and Social Research institute, 
Bureau of labor Statistics, census of Retail trade

2010 estimated 
demand  
(retail potential)

2010 supply (actual sales)

$589,535,977

$71,952,568

Hutto retail/food places  
trade area leakage

Joey Grisham, an independent retail con-
sultant, developed a list of business that 
could be a good fit for Hutto based on an 
analysis of the city and surrounding areas.

Gap   

$517,583,409
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Property listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2351 Masonwood Way 4br/3ba $327,500 3,590 Lauren Powell 695-0679 Capital City Sotheby's Realty

78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2678 Mirasol Loop 3br/2ba $272,503 2,403 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek 3917 Hillside Drive 3br/2ba $122,000 1,207 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek 300 Freemont Cove 3br/2ba $135,000 1,352 Jacci Anders 784-1120 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek 3102 Monument Drive 3br/2ba $129,990 1,235 Colleen Rouhselang 350-3787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek North 2604 Hilltop St. 3br/2ba $275,000 2,460 Donna Webster 656-2624 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Cat Hollow 8700 Bobcat Drive 3br/2ba $135,900 1,114 Greg Fedro 345-9886 Recar & Associates

78681 Round Rock Cat Hollow 7007 Evans Drive 3br/2ba $215,000 2,453 Lauren Powell 695-0679 Capital City Sotheby's Realty

78681 Round Rock Creekbend 1711 Ryon Lane 3br/2ba $155,000 1,712 Gary Cocanougher 773-3989 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78681 Round Rock Crossing Condo 500 Hesters Crossing 2br/2ba $75,000 912 William Disch 771-5001 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Hermitage 1707 Stagecoach Trail 3br/2ba $144,500 1,636 David Pavliska 422-5457 RE/MAX Round Rock

78681 Round Rock Hidden Glen 2605 Plantation Drive 3br/2ba $250,000 2,236 Nason Hengst 775-7900 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Mayfield Ranch 3828 Sapphire Loop 4br/2ba $310,000 2,864 Robert Fischer 791-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Mayfield Ranch Enclave 3214 Mayfield Ranch Cove 4br/2ba $325,000 3,680 Juli St. Louis 801-8913 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Oakland 2205 Spring Hollow Path 3br/2ba $183,900 2,153 David Gould 699-7566 e-Executive Realty

78681 Round Rock Peach Tree Valley 1100 Peach Tree Cove 3br/2ba $70,000 1,375 Stuart McMullen 797-7877 The McMullen Group

78681 Round Rock Preserve at Stone Oak 3133 Blue Ridge Drive 3br/2ba $169,900 2,367 Suzie Gole 791-4223 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Preserve at Stone Oak 3324 Cantera Way 4br/2ba $189,000 2,343 Suzie Gole 791-4223 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Round Rock West 1605 Blanchard Drive 4br/2ba $229,900 2,389 John Little 637-8400 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Round Rock West 603 Lime Rock Drive 5br/3ba $290,000 3,625 Kasey Jorgenson 574-5484 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Round Rock West 1605 Lime Rock Drive 5br/2ba $304,500 3,709 Lorella Martin 784-5238 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Sendero Springs 3003 Luminoso East Lane 4br/2ba $279,900 3,404 Mike Freeman 694-9769 RE/MAX Capital City III

78681 Round Rock Sendero Springs 4421 Angelico Lane 6br/4ba $334,500 4,723 Debra Boyd 699-4162 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Stone Canyon 8800 Glen Canyon Drive 4br/2ba $204,900 2,375 Ning Luo 228-1478 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78681 Round Rock Village at Mayfield Ranch 3555 Pine Needle Circle 3br/2ba $197,000 1,896 Nancy Moore 422-4767 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Village at Mayfield Ranch 3623 Fossilwood Way 4br/3ba $250,000 3,056 Robert Fischer 791-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Vista Oaks 3944 Kristencreek Lane 3br/2ba $210,000 2,577 Dan O'Connell 407-2449 Prudential Texas Realty

78681 Round Rock Vista Oaks 4007 Springwillow Lane 3br/2ba $238,900 2,266 Jeff Dillard 426-1294 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78681 Round Rock Vista Oaks 3509 Galena Hills Loop 5br/3ba $374,850 4,458 Kelly Thate 750-5777 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78681 Round Rock Westwind 1704 Tamra Court 3br/2ba $100,000 1,235 Shavonne Martin 786-7660 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Wood Glen 2316 Berwick Drive 5br/3ba $358,000 4,005 Linda DeMarco 423-7333 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78665 Round Rock Apache Oaks 2117 Green Oaks Circle 4br/2ba $166,345 2,308 Jacci Anders 784-1120 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78665 Round Rock Eagle Ridge 3518 Cheyenne St. 3br/2ba $129,900 1,594 Gilbert Gracia 825-1591 RE/MAX Round Rock

78665 Round Rock Eagle Ridge 3628 Longhorn Trail 5br/3ba $224,975 3,068 June Green 966-2225 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78665 Round Rock Forest Ridge 1617 Shady Hillside Pass 4br/2ba $215,000 2,918 Susan Truair 691-6957 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78665 Round Rock Forest Ridge 3313 Starlight Vista 4br/3ba $250,000 2,812 Pat Gunter 750-0116 RE/MAX Capital City III

78665 Round Rock Hills at Paloma Lake 3548 Rosalina Loop 3br/2ba $195,965 1,702 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78665 Round Rock Hills at Paloma Lake 3508 Penelope Way 3br/2ba $196,355 1,694 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78665 Round Rock Hills at Paloma Lake 3516 Penelope Way 3br/2ba $209,355 1,888 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78665 Round Rock Hills at Paloma Lake 3532 Rosalina Loop 3br/2ba $211,185 1,981 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

ZIP code guide
78664 Dell/Gattis School area
78665 University/Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78660 Pflugerville
78717 Brushy Creek area

3555 Pine Needle Circle $197,000

3313 Starlight Vista $250,000

3133 Blue Ridge Drive $169,900

1704 Tamra Court $100,000

8700 Bobcat Drive $135,900

ReAl eStAte

Market Data
On the market  (Dec. 1–31) Monthly home sales

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Round Rock Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

Less than $100,000 47 26 89 78

$100,000–$149,900 133 142 75 75

$150,000–$199,900 157 158 75 89

$200,000–$299,900 227 80 90 107

$300,000–$399,900 110 110 110 110

$400,000–$499,900 37 2 72 124

$500,000–$749,900 22 1 125 189

$750,000–$999,900 - 1 - 57

$1 million + - - - -

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Round Rock Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

December 2011 132 75 $197,575 $147,042

December 2010 166 89 $221,787 $158,974

November 2011 119 58 $207,741 $155,164

October 2011 122 59 $211,107 $152,591

September 2011 177 76 $206,925 $156,291

August 2011 212 78 $232,725 $163,282

July 2011 182 85 $214,577 $153,582

June 2011 203 81 $215,917 $161,833

May 2011 180 80 $203,153 $159,968

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams 
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com
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ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78665 Round Rock Indian Ridge 1406 Quicksilver Circle 3br/2ba $153,900 1,827 Leslie Taylor 818-6366 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78665 Round Rock Lake Forest 1505 Lake Forest Cove 4br/3ba $460,000 3,747 Colleen Rouhselang 350-3787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78665 Round Rock Lake Forest–Village 2 1345 River Forest Drive 5br/4ba $394,500 4,312 Michael Easter 799-8730 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2625 Los Alamos Pass 4br/3ba $294,900 3,208 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Ridge at Paloma Lake 3312 Guadalajara St. 4br/2ba $271,250 3,158 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78665 Round Rock Ridge at Paloma Lake 3300 Cortes Place 5br/3ba $283,500 2,875 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78665 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 516 Woodsorrel Way 3br/2ba $135,000 1,601 June Green 966-2225 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78665 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 444 Grey Feather Court 3br/2ba $149,000 1,683 Gregory Doering 439-3600 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 1417 Fort Lloyd Place 4br/2ba $150,000 1,701 Louise Peach 426-7635 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78665 Round Rock Ryans Crossing 1409 Ty Cobb Place 3br/2ba $158,000 2,256 Cathy Wallace 921-4150 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Settlement 917 Wilderness Path 3br/2ba $115,000 1,964 Paulette Bostur 751-4567 Prudential Texas Realty

78665 Round Rock Settlement 1506 Sundance Drive 4br/2ba $129,900 1,890 Chris Riemer 791-5837 Private Label Realty

78665 Round Rock Settlers Crossing 2128 Pearson Way 3br/2ba $121,500 1,769 Jeffrey Walker 947-8836 Prudential Texas Realty

78665 Round Rock Settlers Overlook 2818 Deerfern Lane 3br/2ba $115,000 1,410 Rita Snyder 468-2867 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Settlers Overlook 2636 Haselwood Lane 4br/2ba $169,990 2,394 Dow Kennedy 267-6302 RE/MAX Capital City II

78665 Round Rock Sonoma 1652 Belvedere Place 4br/2ba $189,900 2,469 Jacci Anders 784-1120 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78665 Round Rock Teravista 4509 Cervinia Drive 4br/3ba $309,900 3,405 Candice Groce 228-2591 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Teravista 4297 Ridgebend Drive 6br/4ba $399,900 4,666 Mary Ann Ramsel 635-6550 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Teravista 4491 Western Lake Drive 4br/2ba $240,000 3,190 Carolina Aceituno 217-1218 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Teravista 602 Centerbrook Place 3br/2ba $199,500 2,165 Lauren Powell 695-0679 Capital City Sotheby's Realty

78664 Round Rock Chandler Creek 2215 Bluebonnet Drive 3br/2ba $131,900 1,473 Barbara Wigginton 203-0670 Central Texas Realty Experts

78664 Round Rock Chapel Hill North 337 Country Aire Drive 3br/2ba $109,900 1,954 Paulette Bostur 751-4567 Prudential Texas Realty

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2262 Shark Loop 4br/2ba $209,000 2,557 Karen Halsema 514-1312 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3761 Royal Port Rush Drive 4br/3ba $235,000 2,489 Karen Halsema 514-1312 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2049 Golden Bear Drive 5br/3ba $259,900 3,973 Michelle Sheehan 251-4950 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 1936 Mulligan Drive 5br/3ba $265,000 3,221 Leisa Ormsbee 590-1833 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78664 Round Rock Greenridge 512 Castebar Drive 3br/2ba $169,500 2,526 Timothy Heyl 330-1047 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Greenridge 513 Boone Valley Drive 6br/3ba $220,626 5,383 Kimberly Whitlock 439-6786 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Greenslopes at Lakecreek 1203 Greenbriar Loop 3br/2ba $92,000 1,107 Jeffrey Clawson 695-2425 Austin Vestors

78664 Round Rock Jester Farms 2535 Vernell Way 3br/2ba $139,900 1,723 Brian Kerman 921-4490 RE/MAX Capital City

78664 Round Rock Kensington Place 705 Greenwich Place 3br/2ba $70,000 1,528 Knolly Williams 206-0060 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Meadows at Cambridge Heights 17302 Zola Lane 3br/2ba $135,000 2,070 Craig Smyser 735-7200 RE/MAX Capital City

78664 Round Rock Meadows at Cambridge Heights 17106 Zola Lane 3br/2ba $158,500 2,185 Suman Khisty 577-1224 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Mesa Ridge 1812 Goodson Lane 5br/3ba $154,990 2,491 Marissa Atkinson 554-2596 Austin 360 Realty

78664 Round Rock Oak Bluff Estates 74 Woodland Lane 3br/2ba $250,000 2,147 David Durham 695-7910 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock South Creek 505 Sweetgum Cove 3br/2ba $123,900 1,484 Bill Morris 785-3345 RE/MAX Capital City

78664 Round Rock South Creek 2305 Mimosa Trail 3br/2ba $135,000 1,720 Amy Corley 799-4445 Private Label Realty

78664 Round Rock South Park 2004 Montclair Drive 3br/2ba $129,900 1,567 Dow Kennedy 267-6302 RE/MAX Capital City II

78664 Round Rock The Retreat at Town Centre Condos 2101 Town Centre 2br/2ba $122,900 1,246 Tammy Gardner 294-7402 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78660 Pflugerville Avalon 3308 Glastonbury Trail 4br/2ba $190,965 1,955 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Avalon 19517 Bridie Path 5br/3ba $220,700 2,750 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Brookfield Estates 1621 Tea Leaf Drive 3br/2ba $160,000 1,590 Pam Bergara 439-7491 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Caldwell 15401 Cameron Road 5br/3ba $375,000 3,728 Jeffery Self 619-7046 Self Homes Realty

78660 Pflugerville Cambridge Estates 704 Stevenage Drive 4br/2ba $173,250 3,074 Dustin Kohn 589-4754 Austin Vestors

78660 Pflugerville Cantarra 3539 Ortman Drive 3br/2ba $139,117 1,419 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Cantarra 13209 Lismore Lane 4br/2ba $139,522 1,419 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Cantarra 13313 Lismore Lane 4br/2ba $139,912 1,419 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Cantarra 3325 Handsome Drive 4br/2ba $174,000 2,145 Rosalia Nassaux 826-3111 Sellstate Classic Realty

78660 Pflugerville Fairways Blackhawk 2504 Dunes Drive 3br/2ba $174,900 2,687 Patricia Smith 637-8277 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 2203 Hanging Rock Drive 3br/2ba $185,000 2,451 Joetta Houghton 736-2471 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 19305 Anna Kate Court 4br/3ba $234,500 3,142 Laurie Kuehner 964-5362 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 2805 Barley Field Pass 4br/3ba $248,900 3,351 Nora Wall 789-3421 RE/MAX Capital City III

78660 Pflugerville Gaston-Sheldon 15029 Valerian Tea Drive 3br/2ba $112,000 1,422 Karla Jordan 657-4292 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Gaston-Sheldon 901 Tudor House Road 3br/2ba $135,000 1,685 Tony Garrant 779-6744 Sellstate Classic Realty

78660 Pflugerville Gatlinburg 1511 Middleway Road 3br/2ba $149,999 1,485 Jeffery Self 619-7046 Self Homes Realty

78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 1222 Hughmont Drive 3br/2ba $122,500 2,170 Patrick McGinley 784-2142 Keller Williams Realty

4509 Cervinia Drive $309,900

917 Wilderness Path $115,000

1812 Goodson Lane $154,990

13209 Lismore Lane $139,522

1511 Middleway Road $149,999

1345 River Forest Drive $394,500

2049 Golden Bear Drive $259,900
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995 Limmer Loop $349,000

21008 Havant Way $283,351

18912 Carlisle Castle Court $169,900

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 11/29/11 and 01/4/12 for Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to 
ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 1606 Wild Orchard Drive 3br/2ba $133,500 1,525 Pat Gunter 750-0116 RE/MAX Capital City III

78660 Pflugerville Highland Park North 19008 Alnwick Castle Drive 4br/2ba $175,000 2,101 Kenn Renner 423-5626 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78660 Pflugerville Highland Park North 18912 Carlisle Castle Court 4br/2ba $169,900 2,258 Gwen Owens 423-7151 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Picadilly Ridge 17308 Bishopsgate Drive 3br/2ba $134,900 1,489 Kelli Roch 627-3857 Marketplace Real Estate Group

78660 Pflugerville Royal Pointe 18704 Candace Loop 4br/3ba $165,000 3,049 Jeffrey Clawson 695-2425 Austin Vestors

78660 Pflugerville Sarahs Creek 1519 Miss Allisons Way 3br/2ba $119,900 1,271 Lou Cartwright 381-8869 Avalar Austin

78660 Pflugerville Shallow Creek 3704 Apple Vista Circle 2br/1ba $68,000 1,062 Timothy Heyl 330-1047 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Springbrook 17611 Dansworth Drive 3br/2ba $169,900 2,764 Timothy Heyl 330-1047 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville The Commons of Rowe Lane 2708 Sixpence Lane 3br/2ba $216,009 2,130 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78660 Pflugerville The Commons of Rowe Lane 2705 Sixpence Drive 3br/2ba $232,322 2,130 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78660 Pflugerville The Commons of Rowe Lane 21008 Havant Way 4br/3ba $283,351 3,475 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78660 Pflugerville The Commons of Rowe Lane 21012 Havant Way 4br/3ba $284,869 3,394 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78660 Pflugerville Villages of Hidden Lake 4000 Veiled Falls Drive 3br/2ba $164,056 1,686 Peter Russian 695-8274 RE/MAX Capital City III

78660 Pflugerville Villages of Hidden Lake 4609 Rolling Water Drive 3br/2ba $185,000 2,050 Holly Rivers 699-5244 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78660 Pflugerville Windermere 16910 Isle Of Man Road 3br/2ba $149,000 1,994 Gay Puckett 502-7787 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78634 Hutto Creek Bend 209 Ladybug Lane 4br/2ba $152,000 3,276 Michelle Sheehan 251-4950 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78634 Hutto Creek Bend 105 Waterlily Way 4br/2ba $165,000 2,926 Paulette Bostur 751-4567 Prudential Texas Realty

78634 Hutto Dunn Wm Survey 995 Limmer Loop 5br/3ba $349,000 3,079 Roger Cheatham 576-9148 Roger Cheatham, Broker

78634 Hutto Emory Farms 115 Wallin Farms Drive 4br/2ba $184,403 2,454 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78634 Hutto Heritage on San Gabriel 613 Heritage Cove 5br/4ba $412,500 2,811 Fred Norton 658-9411 Prudential Texas Realty

78634 Hutto Hutto Square 104 Holland St. 4br/2ba $125,000 2,406 Bettye Turner 241-1745 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78634 Hutto Huttoparke 210 Sylvan St. 4br/2ba $119,900 2,284 Walter Rock 382-4320 ROCK Properties

78634 Hutto Star Ranch 20800 Prestwick Drive 4br/3ba $230,000 3,632 Robert Fischer 791-0229 Keller Williams Realty
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