
Brad Marshall | 29 
Pflugerville’s newest City Council 
member discusses stepping into 

his new position
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 Transportation | 9
Red-light cameras are coming to Round 
Rock as the City Council approves a 
contract to bring them to several of the 
city’s most dangerous intersections

impactnews.com 

Council passes parks plan
Pflugerville city council passed its parks 
master plan, mapping out the future of 
its parks system
more.impactnews.com/12937

 Summer live music | 22
Beat the blues or just listen to them with 
this guide to summer concert series

Caffé Panini | 27 
A couple brings Italian-style sandwiches 

to the Round Rock lunch crowd

Solar farm company 
courting Portuguese 
panel manufacturer 

RRE opening city to world

City must replace CARTS, test new transit system

Round Rock’s bus 
service nears reality
By Blake Rasmussen 

This summer and fall, Round 
Rock will attempt to implement 
an estimated $1-million-per-year 
public transportation system that 
city officials say could be a test for 
a larger system to come.

The city is in the process of cre-
ating a peak-hours service with 
routes traveling to and from the 
Tech Ridge Park and Ride near 
Parmer Lane and I-35. The buses 
will serve thousands of riders who 
live and work in Round Rock.

At the same time, the city 
is looking to replace the on-
demand—also known as curb-
to-curb—busing service that has 
been provided by Capital Area 
Rural Transportation System 
(CARTS) for about a decade.

The growth in the city’s 

population and subsequent 
demand for public transporta-
tion services have forced the city 
to begin examining its options.

“Round Rock will ultimately 
be 300,000 people. That’s not too 
much smaller than the city of 
Corpus Christi today. Could you 
envision Corpus Christi, Texas, 
without some form of fixed-route 
transit?” said Tom Word, who 
ended his tenure as chief of public 
works operations for Round Rock 
on May 18. “That’s possible, but 
that would be the exception to the 
rule as opposed to the norm.”

Peak hours services
The first phase of Round Rock’s 

new approach to public transpor-
tation is a peak hours—essentially 
rush hour—bus service linking 

By Rebecca LaFlure
Portuguese solar panel manu-

facturer Magpower could soon 
be the first major tenant of a pro-
posed green energy business park 
in Pflugerville, bringing between 
85 and 100 jobs to the city. 

RRE Austin Solar CEO Daven 
Mehta, developer of the planned 
Pflugerville Solar Farm, said he is 
in serious talks with Magpower to 

open a 100,000-square-foot fac-
tory in Pflugerville. 

City officials hope the solar-
panel maker would be the first of 
many renewable energy compa-
nies to move into the proposed 
business park, located on the 
southwest corner of Pecan Street 
and Toll 130. 

A bill is making its way through 
the Legislature that, if passed, 
would establish a renewable 
energy investment zone for the 
business park site. Green energy 
companies that move to that area 
would receive up to a 50 percent 

See Solar | 19

See Buses | 16

Representation could be 
affected by census data

Officials to 
redraw WilCo 
precincts

By Victor O’Brien and  
Rebecca LaFlure

Some Williamson County 
residents will find themselves 
in different county precincts 
with different elected officials 
come 2012.

County officials are 
involved in an extensive pro-
cess to redraw precinct lines 
to conform with local, state 
and federal laws.

When the 2010 census fig-
ures were made public earlier 
this year, the near doubling 
of population in Williamson 
County meant that a disparity 
among precincts had formed, 
requiring redistricting to 
occur.

Williamson County ranks 
first in Texas for growth 
among the state’s largest 
counties, Williamson County 
GIS Director Richard Sem-
ple said. The county added 
172,712 people between 2000 
and 2010, according to the 
2010 census.

County officials said redis-
tricting could alleviate past 
issues over confusing precinct 
boundaries and election bal-
lots, but could change which 
residents officials serve—
though that is something offi-
cials said they hope to limit.

County officials reviewed 
the first draft of the revised 
map May 17 during a Com-
missioners Court workshop. 
The public will have until  

See Redistricting | 21
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The 935 bus out of the Tech Ridge Park and Ride is one of several Capital Metro routes 
that would be accessible through Round Rock’s proposed peak hours bus service.

the city’s Intermodal Transit and 
Parking Facility and several major 
employers with the Tech Ridge 
Park and Ride operated by Capi-
tal Metro.

One route, the express bus 
service, will run from the tran-
sit facility in downtown Round 
Rock to Tech Ridge. The service 
is aimed at Round Rock residents 
who work in Austin or other cit-
ies accessible through the Capital 

Metro bus system.
Two other routes, one running 

on the east side of I-35 and one 
running on the west, are planned 
as reverse-commute services that 
bring people from Tech Ridge 
to major employment centers in 
south Round Rock, including 
stops near employers like Dell  
Inc. and Sears Teleserve.

“The reverse commute and the 

Source: RRE Austin Solar

Pflugerville’s competition
RRE Austin Solar plans to partner 
with Portuguese solar panel manufac-
turer Magpower on a factory in the United 
States. Pflugerville is at the top of Magpower’s list, but 
a proposed San Antonio site is in the running as well.

PROPOSED RRE
SOLAR FARM 
LOCATIONS
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what
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in  an  emergency
make   your   choices   before   AN   emergencY   happens

512-341 -6428    |     STDAVIDS.COM/TRAUMA

You never know when an emergency can happen; be prepared before 

it does. St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center’s “Who-What-Where 

Emergency Information Kit” lets EMS know about you and your choices, 

in case you can’t. We treat more emergencies than any other hospital 

in Williamson County and have Trauma Surgeons in-house 24/7. For the 

highest level of emergency and trauma care for the most critically injured  

patients, choose the name you can trust.

Visit our website to order your free kit.

Connect with us on-line at  
stdavids.com/connect

1034_10_RRMC_Trauma_10.75x13_rev.indd   1 10/26/10   1:00 PM



impactnews.com • June 2011 | NEWS | 3

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065

Model BJB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect Final negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $2,682 down + first payment due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $159.00, final pymt / residual = $11,115. Basedon 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $9,500. Stk# Z5588. 36 mo. lease with approved credit 
through US Bank. $3,293 +TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $21,648. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V6011 Example: 2010 9-3 Convertible, Auto, All power, OnStar®, Touring package. MSRP $43,465 - $12,000 dealer discount = 
$31,465 +TT&L. Valid in lieu of other o¬ers including special financing. Expires 5-31-11.Closed-end leases offered to qualifed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 based on MSRP $34,625. $1,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit + 1st mo. payment = $3,053 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option 
at lease end for $16,966.25. 42 monthly payments of $359.  Advertised offers require dealer contribution; final negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at 
lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will affect lease price. Offers expire 7-1-11.

$159 mo
2011 Impreza 2.5i

$299 mo
2012 SAAB S60 Ts

$12,00 off MSPR
All remaining 2010 
9-3’s, 9-3 Convertibles 
and 9-5’s in stock

$349 mo
2011 Audi A4 2.0T
Premium Front Trak
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On Page 24, an irrigation system described as “new” was 
actually upgraded. It was also misstated that Mike Uss-
ery’s company OnCourse Strategies owned several golf 
courses it only operates. OnCourse Strategies operates, 
but not owns, Forest Creek in Round Rock and Riverside 
in east Austin. The company also owns three Houston-
area courses and operates another.

Correction  – Volume 6, Issue 9

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_rpf

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-rpf

Recently, my daughter, 
Savannah, participated in a 
business fair at her school. I 
enjoyed watching her come 
up with a plan for how she 
was going to implement 

a creative marketing strategy to sell the 
product she and her team had invented. It 
reminded me of her younger days when she 
would often come to me and ask for money 
and I would encourage her to think outside 
the box when trying to find ways to earn 
money. She always surprised me with the 
creative things she came up with on such a 
limited budget.  

Anytime there are budget cuts for our 
school districts, it can be a difficult time for 
our entire community. I have to commend 
RRISD and PISD on how they are taking 
Savannah’s approach to creatively coming 
up with unique ideas to generate funds 
during these tough times. You can read 

about the specific things the local school 
districts are doing to try to generate more 
revenue on Page 13. 

Meanwhile, I can’t believe this current 
school year is already over. If your kids are 
like mine, it will not be long before you 
start hearing, “I’m bored.” To help keep 
your whole family busy, you will want to 
keep this edition handy all summer. Not 
only does it list several calendar items that 
you and your family can participate in, but 
on Pages 22 and 23 you will find a special 
guide featuring live music concert series in 
Central Texas over the summer months.

As always, please continue to contact me 
with any questions, concerns or feedback. 
I loved receiving your emails last month. 
Keep them coming.

General Manager’s Note  

Stephanie DeHondt
sdehondt@impactnews.com
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Local jobs
Post your resume and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

April employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.5%
Down from 6.8% in March

State unemployment—7.7%
Down from 8.1% in March

National unemployment—9.0%*
Up from 8.8%* in March

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and hospi-
tality sector increased by 2,500 jobs. Trade, transportation 
and utilities added 2,200 jobs. Education and health 
services increased by 700 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers
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silverware and silver trays and tea sets. The 
company is planning a third location.  
506-8883, www.mygoldandsilverstore.com

13 Michael Connaker opened Tech 
Monkeys in April at 555 Round Rock 
West Drive, Ste. E232, Round Rock. The 
business offers services in computer repair, 
virus removal, computer upgrades, PC 
training, PC tuneups and custom builds. 
255-4167

14  Cotton On, an Australian clothing 
store that sells men’s and women’s 
clothing, opened May 5 at Round Rock 
Premium Outlets, 4401 N. I-35, Ste. 559, 
Round Rock. 868-0054, 
www.cottonon.com

15 J. Crew Crewcuts, the children’s 
clothing arm of J. Crew, opened a new 
location May 20 at Round Rock Premium 
Outlets, 4401 N. I-35, Ste. 539, Round 
Rock. www.jcrew.com/kids-clothing.jsp

Charles Simon, former executive 
director of the Pflugerville Community 
Development Corp., launched Agendease 
on April 25. The company provides 
software that creates and distributes 
meeting packets for local governments. 
318-9162, www.agendease.com 

In February, Round Rock resident Kim 
Karacz launched Second Nature Hair, 
which provides custom, vacuum-formed 
hair pieces for those with long-term, 
significant hair loss. The wigs are made 
by creating a plaster mold of the client’s 
head. The mold is then used to develop a 
thin silicone cap that is implanted strand 
by strand with unprocessed human hair. 
Clients can customize the color, part, 
crown, curl pattern, density and length of 
the hair. 417-0385,  
www.2ndnaturehair.com

Coming Soon

16  Kevin Kim plans to open his first 
dental practice, NuYu Dental, on July 1 at 
201 University Oaks Blvd., Ste. 770, Round 
Rock. The general dentistry office will offer 
teeth cleaning, fillings, crowns, root canals 
and whitening. www.nuyudental.com

17  Robert and Jennifer Reisch are opening 
the first Koko FitClub in Austin at 9231 
W. Parmer Lane. Koko is an automated 
personal training studio that uses 
technology to assess a member’s fitness 
and strength level. Members use a Koko 
key that stores data about their workouts. 
Construction will start soon, and Robert 
Reisch said the company is planning a July 
opening. www.austin.kokofitclub.com

18 The Path Christian Academy will 
open in August and serve children in 
prekindergarten through fourth grade. The 
Christian private school will be located 
inside The Path of Seventh Day Adventists 

Now Open

1  All About Vapor opened May 7 at 
1800 N. Mays St., Ste. 107, Round Rock. 
The store sells electronic cigarettes and 
custom-blended nicotine flavors.  
671-8273, www.allaboutvapor.com 

2  Campo Azul Bar and Mexican Grill 
is now open at 301 W. Palm Valley Blvd., 
Round Rock, which was previously the site 
of the restaurant Que Pasa. 246-1338

3  The Beauty Dive Nails & Day Spa 
held its grand opening May 19 at 101 S. 
Sheppard St., Round Rock. The spa offers 
makeup services, manicures, pedicures, 
waxing, facials and massages. 255-3483 

4  French Quarter Grille opened  
May 3 at 13000 N. I-35, Ste. 600, Austin. 
Previously the site of Mama Roux, the 
restaurant serves New Orleans–inspired 
food. 832-9090

5  Baby Earth held the grand opening of 
its new retail store location May 9 at 106 
E. Old Settlers Blvd., Round Rock. The 
Austin-based company incorporated in 

2003 and launched its virtual store soon 
after. While only a portion of its products 
are eco-friendly, BabyEarth boasts one of 
the largest selections of such baby products 
in the market. 600-7050,  
www.babyearth.com

6  Centex Business Center opened a 
new location May 9 at 1401 S. I-35, Ste. 
200, Round Rock. The center offers print, 
copy, mail, promotions and graphic design 
services for businesses and individuals. 
The company has one other location at 813 
W. Second St., Taylor. 614-2567

7  Trapeze Austin opened a second 
location March 25 at 15008 I-35, Austin. 
It offers a two-hour flying trapeze class for 
people of all ages and levels of experience. 
The new outdoor location provides easier 
access to classes for North Austin clients. 
Russell Torretto has owned the company 
since January 2010. 507-7920,  
www.trapezeaustin.com

8  WellMed Family Care clinic opened 
May 25 in the Walmart Superstore at 2701 
S. I-35, Round Rock. The clinic is led by 
primary care physicians and will treat 

patients as young as 18 months. It offers a 
range of health care services, from routine 
checkups to treating minor injuries and 
illnesses. 218-3926

9  Champion’s Way Tae Kwon Do, 1401 
S. I-35, Ste. 210, Round Rock, opened in 
April. It offers classes in tae kwon do and 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu for children and adults. 
671-7600,  
www.championswaytkd.com

10 The Look Salon, 201 University Oaks 
Blvd., Ste. 780, Round Rock, opened in 
April. The hair salon offers haircuts for 
men and women, as well as hair coloring 
and perms. 244-2660

11  The Cellphone Experience opened 
May 19 at 1601 S. I-35, Ste. 385, Round 
Rock. The business fixes cellphones and 
sells cell phone accessories. 844-9722

12  My Gold and Silver Store opened 
another location at the end of February, 
this one at McNeil Crossing, 6001 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 220, Austin. For 20 
years, the store has specialized in buying 
gold, silver, platinum and coins, as well as 
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Church/Academy/Community Center at 
4301 Kelly Lane, Pflugerville. 670-6377, 
www.thepathchristianacademy.org

19  Lucky Brand clothing is scheduled to 
open a new store at Round Rock Premium 
Outlets on Aug. 1. www.luckybrand.com

Round Rock resident Jeremy Tracy is 
searching for a location to open Crazy 
Skates in Round Rock. Tracy is planning 
for a 34,000-square-foot facility with two 
skating rinks, laser tag, arcade games, 
party rooms, a custom skate shop and 
snacks. http://crazyskates.yolasite.com

Relocations

20 Quality Care Sleep Diagnostics 
recently moved its sleep disorders 
center from Austin to a larger facility at 
1620 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 110, 
Pflugerville. The center sees patients 
suffering from sleep disorders during the 
day and conducts sleep studies at night. 
670-1212, www.qualitycaresleep.com 

21  Children’s Autism Center moved to 
a new location in April at 1516 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd., Bldg. A, Round Rock. The 
business offers therapeutic programs for 
autistic children ages 18 months to 18 years 
that help develop learning skills, verbal 
behavior, social play and self-help skills. 
733-2800, www.cactexas.com 

Closed

22 Lasting Steps Counseling, 400 W. 
Main St., Ste. 212, Round Rock, will 
close July 1. Jennifer King, a licensed 
professional counselor, offered counseling 
to people with addictions, pain conditions, 
loss and grief, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, anxiety or depression. 630-5227, 
www.lastingsteps.com 

23 The Storehouse in Pflugerville closed 
its thrift store May 1 due to low revenue. 
The nonprofit will continue to run its food 
pantry. The food pantry, 1202 FM 685, Ste. 
C4 and C5, is open Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.–2 
p.m. to assist those who need food. 989-
9989, www.thestorehousenetwork.com

24 Peppers Indian Restaurant, 2711 
La Frontera Blvd., Ste. 200, Round Rock, 
is closed. The restaurant opened in 
November.

25 Interstate Lanes, a bowling alley at 
3101 N. I-35, Round Rock, has closed.

Expansions

26 Vector Marketing Corp. opened a 
Round Rock location in April at 2111 Sam 
Bass Rd., Ste B1400. The office recruits 
and trains new sales representatives to sell 
CUTCO Cutlery, a line of knives and other 
kitchen accessories. 318-1888, 
www.vectormarketing.com 

New Ownership

27 Thai Spoon, 3720 Gattis School Road, 
Round Rock, came under new ownership 
in April. New owner Jack Jirananda said 
the restaurant will largely stay the same, 
but he hopes to offer a beer and wine menu 
in the future. 733-2233,  
www.thaispoonrestaurant.com 

Anniversary

28 Texas Pioneer Farm Mutual 
Insurance, 209 W. Main St., Round Rock, 
celebrated its 100th anniversary May 17. 
255-4874, www.tpfm.org 

School Notes

Round Rock and Pflugerville school 
districts will receive millions of dollars 
from a federal program aimed at saving 
education jobs. Pflugerville ISD will 
receive a one-time $3.6 million grant, and 
Round Rock ISD will get $6.9 million from 
the Federal Education Jobs Fund, district 
officials learned May 9. On May 16, the 
RRISD board of trustees decided to use the 
funds to rehire 140 positions previously 
eliminated due to budget cuts. Federal law 
allows the money to be used for expenses 
necessary to retain, hire or rehire school-
level employees. 

The Round Rock ISD school board will 
remain the same as incumbents Brian 
Sellers and Diane Cox won their bids 
for re-election May 14. Sellers, who ran 
against Matt Stillwell for the Place 1 seat, 
garnered 2,901 votes, or 71.24 percent. 
Cox won 2,313 votes, or 54.4 percent, over 
David Dziadziola, who received 1,939 
votes, or 45.6 percent for the Place 3 seat. 
Board President Glen Colby, who ran 
uncontested, also returns to the RRISD 
board. 

In the News

29 The Brushy Creek Municipal Utility 
District’s Cat Hollow Pool held a grand 
reopening ribbon-cutting ceremony 
May 13. The neighborhood pool, 8600 
O’Connor Drive, Austin, recently 
underwent several upgrades. Renovations 
include re-plastering the pool, replacing 
pool lights with LED technology, installing 
energy-efficient pool pumps, replacing the 
ladder and steps in the shallow end and 
installing mosaics in the children’s play 
area. 255-7871, www.bcmud.org

The Pflugerville Community Development 
Corp. awarded the MOMS Club of 
Pflugerville a $17,500 grant in March to 
partially fund a variety of improvements 
to the city’s parks. The City of Pflugerville 
will provide free labor, and the MOMS 
Club also will contribute $17,500 to the 
project. The first phase, expected to be 
completed in June, consists of installing 
shade structures on playscapes in Bohls 

and Heritage parks. The second phase, 
which the MOMS Club is still raising 
money for, will provide shade structures 
for a third park as well as benches and 
play equipment for all three parks. www.
momsclubpflugervillenw.blogspot.com

Williamson County Juvenile Services 
received a $14,500 Community Outdoor 
Outreach Program grant from Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department to fund 24 
outdoor trips in the next year for children 
who are on juvenile probation and their 
parents. The trips put participants through 
challenging outdoor experiences to teach 
them life lessons that they can transfer 
into their everyday world. The CO-OP 
grant helps to introduce under-served 
populations to the services, programs 
and sites of Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department. This is the fourth year 
Juvenile Services has received a CO-OP 
grant. www.williamson-county.org

Thunderbolt Wind, a three-person 
company headed by Pflugerville resident 
Jerry Petermann, has developed a 
prototype for a vertical wind turbine—
traditional windmill-type turbines have 
horizontal shafts—which Petermann 
said would create a more efficient and 
more environmentally friendly turbine. 
Petermann is working with a 6-foot-
by-8 foot prototype on his land in the 
northeast part of Pflugerville. The concept, 
said Construction Manager Michael 
Montgomery, has garnered enough interest 
already that the company has investors 
from Austin lined up. Both Montgomery 
and Petermann declined to name who 
those investors are. Petermann said his 
intention is to use the turbines to sell 
electricity, manufacturing the turbines 
and keeping all the work local. He said 
the company is looking at several sites in 
Central Texas that could eventually serve 
as wind farms using his technology. 
576-7854

Jerry Petermann (right) and Michael Montgomery formed Thunderbolt Wind, a Pflugerville-based wind 
power company that has created a “close in” wind turbine prototype.

News or questions about Round Rock or Pflugerville? 
E-mail rpfnews@impactnews.com.

From left: Scott Stolle and Dave Gore opened 
French Quarter Grille on May 3 in North Austin. 
Popular dishes include Beef Tenderloin Ponchar-
train and Mahi Mahi Bienville. 

4

Cindy North (left), owner, and Edyta Martinez, hair 
stylist, opened The Look Salon in April.

10

Employees at Texas Pioneer Farm Mutual 
Insurance celebrated the company’s 100-year 
anniversary in 2011.

28

Compiled by Rebecca LaFlure and Blake Rasmussen
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CALENDAR

High School. • Free admission • Lake 
Pflugerville, 18216 Weiss Lane, Pflugerville 
990-6100 
www.cityofpflugerville.com/pfirecracker

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Round Rock and Pflugerville events at  
www.impactnews.com/rpf/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Round Rock and Pflugerville events included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Friday of the month.

June 17, 18
By Rebecca LaFlure

Round Rock’s third annual Juneteenth festival features two days of free food and music to 
commemorate Texas’ emancipation from slavery.

Sponsored by The Voice and the Round Rock Parks and Recreation Department, the event 
includes carnival rides, a barbecue cookoff, art show and health fair.

The headlining music act, Ray Von Foster, will play June 18, 7–10 p.m.

June 17, 6:30–10 p.m.; June 18, 11 a.m.–10 p.m. • Free • Lakeview Pavilion and Festival Area 
at Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock • 238-8271
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About 2,000 people are expected to attend Round Rock’s Juneteenth festival June 17 and 18 for free 
food, music and carnival games. 

Juneteenth Rhythm and Ribs Celebration
speak, read and write English or to help adults 
prepare for the GED exam. Learn more by 
attending an orientation session. • 6 p.m. 
Free • Round Rock Public Library, 216 E. Main 
St., Round Rock • 869-0497

7 ‘Cats’
The musical will be shown on a big screen. 
Attendees can bring their own snacks and 
drinks. People are welcome to wear their cat 
costume to participate in the costume contest. 
1 p.m. • Free to Baca members; $1 walk-in 
fee for nonmembers • Grand Meeting Room 
at the Baca Center for Senior and Community 
Activities, 301 W. Bagdad St., Bldg. 2 
218-5499

Fun dance 
The event is open to anyone age 7 years and 
older who wants to learn square dancing, line 
dancing, contra dancing and circle dancing. 
7–9 p.m. • $4 for Baca members; $5 for 
nonmembers; $2.50 for children • Baca Center 
for Senior and Community Activities, 301 W. 
Bagdad St., Bldg. 2., Round Rock  
219-9258

9 Wine tasting
The event includes a raffle, silent auction 
and jewelry sale as well as wine, cheese and 
chocolate tasting. All proceeds benefit Faith in 
Action Caregivers-Round Rock. • 4:30–6 p.m. 
$10 • Water 2 Wine, Sky Ridge Plaza, Round 
Rock • 310-1060  

Worth the trip
9–26 ‘I Love You Because’
Round Rock–based Penfold Theatre presents 
a modern-day musical love story set in New 
York City. The romantic comedy follows 
Austin Bennet, a young greeting card writer, 
who catches his girlfriend with another man 
and is forced back out into the dating scene. 
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays at 8 p.m.; 
Sundays at 5 p.m. • Hyde Park Theatre, 511 
West 43rd St., Austin • 850-4849  
www.penfoldtheatre.org

10, 11 Soapmaker’s seminar
Elin Criswell, co-owner of Lone Star Soap 
& Toiletries, will be teaching the Basic 
Soapmaking class at the seminar. Other 
classes include scent blending, packaging 
and lotion making. • $100 • Wingate By 
Wyndham Hotel, 1209 N. I-35, Round Rock 
864-4432

11 Community Casino Party
The fourth annual event, sponsored by The 
Rotary Club of Pflugerville, is a Western-
themed casino party that includes food 
and prizes. Attendees can play blackjack, 
poker, craps, a money wheel and casino slot 
machine. All proceeds benefit Rotary Club 
charities. • 6–10 p.m. • $50 for one ticket, $90 
for two tickets • Lion’s Hall, 500 N. Railroad 
St., Pflugerville • 585-5442 
www.pfcasinoparty.com

12 IronKids Round Rock
The 2011 series, targeting youth between 
the ages of 6 and 15 years, showcases the 
nation’s top youth triathlon talent, but also 
allows first-time triathletes to try out the 
multisport. Children can compete in age-
appropriate distances. • 7 a.m.–noon • $50 
Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., 
Round Rock • 813-868-3731 • register online 
at www.ironkids.com

14 Business expo
Hosted by the Round Rock Chamber of 
Commerce, the event allows businesses to 
showcase their companies. • 3:30–6:30 p.m. 

Free with a business card, $250 for a booth 
Williamson Conference Center behind the 
Wingate By Wyndham Hotel, 1209 N. I-35, 
Round Rock • 255-5805  
www.roundrockchamber.org

15 Pet vaccination clinic
Dr. John Tarlton will host a pet vaccination 
clinic for dogs and cats. Round Rock Animal 
Control will offer pet identification microchips 
and city license tags. La Mia Bella Pet Salon 
will provide nail clipping. • 5–7 p.m. • Rabies 
vaccination, $5; complete yearly vaccinations, 
$20; microchips $10; license tags $5 for fixed 
pets, $10 for unfixed; nail clipping $5 • Deep 
Wood Elementary School, 705 St. Williams 
Ave., Round Rock • 238-1093  

Book reading and signing
Author Deborah Orr will host a children’s book 
reading and signing. The Book Box also hosts 
story time every Saturday at noon. • 1 p.m. 
Free • Book Box, 15803 Windermere Drive, 
Ste. 204, Pflugerville • 989-7324 
www.bethsbookbox.com

19 Lake Pflugerville Triathlon 
Come cheer on the competitors as they swim, 
bike and run. Volunteers are needed for the 
event and can sign up on the website. 7:30 
a.m. • Free to watch • Lake Pflugerville, 18216 
Weiss Lane, Pflugerville 
www.lakepflugervilletri.com

July
2 Pflugerville Pfirecracker Pfestival
The event features fishing, swimming, kayaks, 
food, games, fireworks and live music by the 
Austin Civic Wind Ensemble and Two Tons of 
Steel. • 4–11 p.m. Music starts at 8:30 p.m., 
fireworks at 9:15 p.m., pending approval from 
the fire marshall. Free shuttles start at 4 p.m. 
from Pflugerville High School and Hendrickson 

June
3–11 ‘The Tempest Project’
Adapted from William Shakespeare’s “The 
Temptest,” “The Tempest Project” by Frank 
Benge is described as a steampunk fantasy 
of a world where steam power is still widely 
used. It tells the story of a sorceress Prospera, 
and her daughter, Miranda, who have been 
stranded for 12 years on a magical island due 
to Prospera’s jealous brother Antonio. When 
she learns that Antonio is on a ship passing 
close by the island, she raises a tempest that 
causes the ship to run aground. Antonio and 
his friends soon discover that “Hell hath no 
fury like a woman scorned.” 
Thu.–Sat., 8–10 p.m.; Sun., 2–4 p.m. • $15 
general admission • 600 N. Lee St.,  
Round Rock • 244-0440 
www.sambasstheatre.org

3 Movies in the Park
The Round Rock Parks and Recreation 
Department and Time Warner Cable present 
“Megamind” for Movies in the Park. Bring a 
lawn chair or a blanket and watch the movie. 
Residents can bring their own snacks, but 
concessions will be available. • 7:30 p.m. 
Free • Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley 
Blvd., Round Rock • Pre-movie activities start 
at 7:30 pm and movie starts at dark 
218-5540

3, 17 Senior Art Club meetings
The Senior Art Club meets at 1 p.m. on the first 
and third Fridays each month. On June 3, Wes 
Odell will discuss “How to Take Better Photos 
for Use in Art.” On June 17, Rae Andrews will 
demonstrate “Painting in Pastels.” 
1 p.m. • Free to Baca Center members; $1 for 
nonmembers • Baca Center for Senior and 
Community Activities, 301 W. Bagdad St., 
Bldg. 2, Round Rock • 218-5499 
www.roundrocktexas.gov

4, 11, 18 ‘Kung Fu Panda 2’ 
workshops
Premier Martial Arts will host three “Kung Fu 
Panda 2” workshops on Saturdays in June. 
Attendees can learn “Panda” moves and have 
the chance to win movie tickets and other 
prizes. • Noon • Free • Premier Martial Arts, 
1200 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 1202, Round 
Rock • 745-5551 
www.premiermartialartsroundrock.com

4 Kid Fish
Children younger than 16 are encouraged to 
come out to Lake Pflugerville and learn how 
to fish. The lake will be stocked and ready 
for the event. • 9 a.m.–noon. • Free • Lake 
Pflugerville, 18216 Weiss Lane, Pflugerville 
990-6355 • www.cityofpflugerville.com/kidfish

6 The Literacy Council of Williamson 
County volunteer seminar 
The Literacy Council of Williamson County 
needs volunteers to help adults learn to 

Online Calendar
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Live music in June Recent highlights

President Barack Obama made a campaign stop 
in Austin on May 10 at Moody Theatre. At the 
fundraiser, Obama touted his administration’s 
successes in economic growth and promised to 
tackle immigration and budget cuts. 
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From left: Pflugerville Mayor Pro Tem Victor Gon-
zales, first-term Councilman Brad Marshall and 
first-term PISD board of trustees member Rob 
Reyes celebrate on election night, May 14.

B
la

ke
 R

as
m

us
se

n

Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman speaks April 28 
at the grand opening celebration of Cinemark 
Theatre at Stone Hill Town Center, 18820 Hilltop 
Commercial Drive, Pflugerville.
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Round Rock residents of all ages participate in a 
muddy obstacle course May 7 at the MudQuest 
Family Adventure at Old Settlers Park in Round 
Rock.
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The 36th annual Deutschen Pfest attracted 
hundreds of revelers to Pfluger Park to enjoy 
German-themed entertainment and music all 
weekend May 20–22.
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BigShotz Neighborhood Bar
399 W. Louis Henna Blvd., Round Rock
388-5050 • www.bigshotzbar.com
Wednesday and Saturday Karaoke
First Friday Steven Franks
Second Friday Mike Jones
Third Friday Joe Barrientos
Fourth Friday Earl Hinton

European Bistro
111 E. Main St., Pflugerville
835-1919 • www.european-bistro.com
 Fridays Donald Hill, pianist
Saturdays and Sundays Shirley Johnson, 

accordionist and vocalist

Hanovers Draught Haus
108 E. Main St., Pflugerville
670-9617 • www.hanoversaustin.com
3  Del Castillo, Vitera, Pride and Joy
10  Radiostar
11  Outdoor rock concert
11  The Weathermen (indoor stage)
17  Brewer Nation
18  Ginger Leigh, Omar and the Howlers

Junior’s Grill and Ice House
Live music every night
119 E. Main St., Round Rock
310-7777 
www.myspace.com/juniorsroundrock,  
www.juniorsgrillroundrock.com
3   Paul Renna
4   Rockhouse
10  Joseph Monyer
11  Blue Dog Band, Johnny Austin
12  Seventh Sun
13  Tiffany Alana Dodgen
18  Don’t Tell Debbie
24  Robyn N’ Steelin, Planet Texas Band, 

Stephen Dae
25  Hoodygoode 

Pflugerville Pfarmers Market
Heritage Park, 901 Old Austin-Hutto 
Road, Pflugerville • 990-6355
June 7 Slider Lee, 4–6 p.m.

The Red Rooster
109 E. Pecan St. Pflugerville, 251-4129, 
live music 9:30 p.m.–1:30 a.m.
3    Capital Suspects
4   KB and the Headliners
5    The Josh Rekieta Band
11   Broken Harps
17   Dewayne Davis Deluxe Trio
18   Rockin Steve
24   Piano Man
25   Uncle Lucius with Shuffle up and Deal

Roadhouse Bar & Grill
1103 Wonder Drive, Round Rock  
218-0813
3    Rhythm Dawgs
10   Crash Landings
17   Whitestone
24   Code Blue
July 1 King Onus

Star Co.
Live jazz music every Wednesday,  
Thursday and Friday from 7–9 p.m. 
114 E. Main St., Round Rock 
401-3811 • www.starcocoffee.com
3  Acoustalyn
9    Maro Wieboldt Jr.
10   Michael Carrasco
16   Second Line Jazz
17   Tatanka the Band
23   Mary Barker with Jim Ivy
24   365 Colours
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Locally owned and operated WE BUILD POOLS IN 30 DAYS!

Ask about our new Lifeguard Pool and 
learn how to keep your kids safer, use less 
chemicals and save energy all at once! 

Go online to www.oasispools.net 
to find out more!

No-wait construction, together with 
affordable beauty and the highest 
quality materials and leading-edge 
building technology, makes Oasis Pools 
the company of choice in Central Texas 
for creating your permanent backyard 
vacation spot. 

Call us today to schedule an apppointment 
with one of our designers!

www.oasispools.net • 512.246.POOL (7665) • 2251 Double Creek Dr. Ste 501 • Round Rock, TX 78664

Brand new family owned 
and operated dental offi ce

• Medicaid, CHIP and most 
insurances accepted

•  Accepting new patients, adults and 
children beginning at 6 months of 
age welcome

• Fun Family Dentistry for all Ages.
• Playroom for children and TVs in 

every room

I-35 W. Pecan St.

Grand Ave Pkwy

Call Today!
512-989-3200 
1912 West Pecan Street 
Ste A-103
Pfl ugerville, Tx 78660
www.brightsmilestexas.com
se habla espanol

Drs. Robert and Kristen Hendricks
of Bright Smiles Dental

Wind
erm

ere
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TRANSPORTATION

By Blake Rasmusen
The Round Rock City Council voted 

May 26 to approve a contract with Red-
flex Traffic Systems for red-light enforce-
ment cameras, opening the door for video 
enforcement at several of the city’s most 
dangerous intersections.

The contract was approved 5–2, with 
Craig Morgan and Joe Clifford dissenting.

“I think they will be a big benefit to the 
city,” Mayor Alan McGraw said. “I hate the 
fact that we need them. I wish people were 
more considerate of their fellow citizens, 
but the fact is that many people are not. 
And I think this’ll be a deterrent.”

Red-light camera systems automatically 
record red-light violations at controlled 
intersections for review by police officers. 
If a violation is found, tickets are then 
mailed to the vehicle’s owner.

The reason for the cameras, city officials 
say, is safety.

“Most red-light infractions don’t result 
in any kind of accident, but when they 
do, they can be some of the most severe 
accidents that we have,” said Tom Word, 
former chief of public works operations for 
the city, whose last day was May 16.

Implementation
The exact number of camera-enforced 

approaches—an approach is the way cars 
come to an intersection, and a typical 
intersection has four approaches, one 
from each direction—will be determined 
through a combination of data, citizen 
input and analysis from Redflex, said 
David Bartels, Round Rock planning and 
programs administrator.

However, the city is looking at 10 inter-
sections in particular as possibilities for 
camera locations based on crash data, cita-
tion data and officer input (see sidebar). 

Bartels said the cameras would record 
any violations, which would then be 
reviewed by a police officer who would 
notify Redflex whether an actual violation 
occurred. The vendor would then issue a 
$75 citation to the vehicle’s owner by mail.

The citation, if issued, would be a civil, 

Council green-lights red-light cameras
rather than criminal, offense, and would 
not go on the owner’s record.

Anyone issued a violation would be able 
to contest that violation for a number of 
reasons, including that they were not the 
driver, the car no longer belonged to them 
or that they were lawfully directed to go 
through the intersection.

McGraw said Round Rock had 
attempted to install red-light cameras in 
the city several years ago, but the previous 
vendor had been scared off by uncertainty 
as to how the state Legislature would regu-
late the cameras. 

Contention
The contract was considered at the City 

Council’s regular May 26 meeting, which 
was also the first meeting for Morgan, who 
said he likely had the “gravest reservations” 
about the cameras. He and Clifford both 
voted against the program.

Both expressed doubts that the cameras 
would change driving habits.

“I have run red lights. I do it acciden-
tally; I don’t do it intentionally,” Clifford 
said. “Would it change my driving habits? 
Does it change driving habits?”

Morgan also pointed out that a number 
of Texas cities had adopted and then later 
removed the systems. He added that he was 
not against improving public safety, but 
that he felt the city had not done enough to 
improve intersections in other ways, such 
as extending yellow light times.

Red-light cameras have seen pushback 
from residents throughout Texas, notably 
in Houston, where voters elected in 2010 
to take down a system that had been in 
place since 2006. According to reports in 
the Houston Chronicle, the City of Hous-
ton issued about 800,000 violations and 
collected about $44 million in fines in the 
four years the cameras were operational.

A study released Feb. 1 by the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety—a nonprofit 
group funded by the insurance industry—
claimed that red-light cameras lowered 
traffic-related fatalities. 

From a 2008 examination of 99 

American cities each with more than 
200,000 residents, the study concluded that 
those with red-light cameras saw a greater 
decrease in fatalities resulting from red-
light-running crashes. Those with cameras 
dropped 35 percent while those without 
fell 14 percent. 

According to the IIHS, 61 cities in Texas 
were using red-light cameras as of May 
2011, including Hutto and Austin. Redflex 
is the vendor in more than 30 of those cit-
ies, with Austin among its clients.

Bartels said the cost of the pro-
gram would depend on the number of 
approaches installed. An installation fee 
would depend on a number of factors, he 
said, but each approach would cost the 
city $4,278 per month. Over the five-year 

length of the contract, that would amount 
to $256,680 per approach. 

However, a clause in the contract guar-
antees the program will be “cost neutral,” 
meaning, basically, that fees will not 
exceed ticket revenue.

Round Rock City Manager Steve Nor-
wood said he has had experience with 
red-light cameras and cameras equipped 
to detect speeding, and that, while there 
was controversy on the speed-detecting 
cameras, there was little issue with red-
light cameras.

“The difference is it’s a huge traffic safety 
issue,” Norwood said. “It’s not a revenue 
generator. Tons of people get killed, 
property gets damaged, people get severely 
injured on red-light running.”
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The city is looking closely at 
10 intersections in particular 
as possibilities for camera 
locations based on crash data, 
citation data and officer input. 
Those intersections include:

Source: City of Round Rock

ROuND ROCk’S MOST
DANGEROuS INTERSECTIONS 

CLEARANCE CENTER
UP TO 70% OFF
• Furniture previously leased by 

corporate executives, Fortune 500 
companies, movie sets and luxury 
condos

• New inventory arriving weekly
• You save more because it’s been 

rented before9821-A IH 35 N. 
Austin TX 78753
512.719.9040
www.cort.com
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Pediatric Dentistry 
of Round Rock
Kelsey Bookmyer, D.D.S.

Board Certifi ed Pediatric Dentist

Caring for children 
in Round Rock 

since 2002

• infants – teens 
• parents welcome in treatment rooms
• most PPO insurances fi led & processed

www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

 I-35

Oakwood 
Blvd.Round 

Rock 
Hospital 620

• sedation dentistry available
•  nitrous oxide
• sealants

(512) 733-5311

City breaks ground on new 
Play for All Abilities Park

Round Rock community leaders broke 
ground May 19 on the Play for All Abilities 
Park, located at Rabb Park, 2109 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd., Round Rock.

The park is meant to accommodate 
children of all physical and cognitive abili-
ties on a 1-acre play area, scheduled to be 
completed by the end of the year.

“We really needed something that was 
universally accessible,” Round Rock Mayor 
Alan McGraw said to the crowd. “This 
[project] was a great way for the commu-
nity to come together.”

The project developed into a com-
munity-wide effort, and members of 

local civic clubs formed the Play for All 
Committee and a nonprofit Play for All 
Foundation. The foundation raised more 
than $100,000 for the project, and in April, 
Round Rock council members agreed to 
fund the remaining $300,000 needed to 
make the park a reality.

Word leaves public works 
Tom Word left his post as Round 

Rock’s chief of public works operations 
May 18 after a 14-year career with the 
city, officials announced May 12.

Word said he is not leaving for a 
specific job, but noted that “It’s time to 
move on to new challenges.”

Word has served as chief of public 
works operations since April 2003. 
Word began working with the city in 
November 1996 as the traffic engineer, 
overseeing all transportation planning, 
engineering and project implementa-
tion, and street, drainage and fleet 
maintenance.

  Pflugerville City Council
100 E. Main St., Pflugerville
990-6101
Replays at www.cityofpflugerville.com 
June 14 and 28, 7 p.m.

  Round Rock City Council
221 E. Main St., Round Rock
218-5401, replays at 
www.roundrocktexas.gov/replay 
June 9 and 23, 7 p.m.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin 
854-9555, www.traviscounty.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Meetings

CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Blake Rasmussen and Rebecca LaFlure

Round Rock

Parks and rec commission 
recommends 2012 bond

The Pflugerville Parks and Recreation 
Commission recommended a bond 
referendum for November 2012 at a City 
Council work session May 10 in order to 
fund a list of capital improvements com-
missioners said were necessary to maintain 
and improve the city’s park system.

Parks and Recreation Director Amy 
Atkins said “there [are] just not the funds” 
to accomplish the list of improvements the 
commission’s five-year plan called for.

Among the improvements Atkins listed 
were closing trail gaps, finishing out the 
Green Red Barn, building sand volleyball 
courts at Lake Pflugerville and construc-
tion of a senior activity center.

“We have the perception of a lot of 
parks,” commissioner Pat McCord said. 
“If you like small playscapes, we’ve [got 
that covered]. If you’re looking for a sports 
complex ... we don’t have that.”

Atkins said the commission supported 
a bond that would package improvements 
to parks, trails and facilities all in one 
referendum to help a park system that 
council members said is in need of some 
maintenance.

Pflugerville

Marshall wins Place 2 seat on City Council 
Homebuilder Brad Marshall was the first 

to throw his hat in the ring to replace out-
going Pflugerville City Councilman Mike 
Marsh, and on May 14, voters declared him 
the last candidate standing.

Marshall defeated two other challengers 
in the race for Pflugerville City Council 
Place 2 with 297 votes out of 427 votes cast. 

“I’m surprised and humbled by the 
overwhelming support. I can’t speak to the 
total number of votes, but the weight of the 

number of voters that stood behind what 
I stood for, and basically the motto of the 
campaign—‘because our city matters—I 
think it struck a chord with some people 
and I think they’ll expect some results,” 
Marshall said.

Marshall’s first City Council meeting 
will be June 14. He was sworn in May 25.

Starlet Sattler was also re-elected for 
Place 4, running unopposed.

PLACE 2 • COUNCIL MEMBER • CITy OF PFLUGERVILLE
EARLy VOTING ELECTION DAy TOTAL VOTES

Brad Marshall 147     69.34% 150      69.77% 297   69.56%

Denise McGillivray 45     21.23% 49      22.79% 94    22.01%

Jason C. Wilson 20       9.43% 16        7.44% 36      8.43%

Total votes counted  212   215 427

PLACE 4 • COUNCIL MEMBER • CITy OF PFLUGERVILLE
EARLy VOTING ELECTION DAy TOTAL VOTES

Starlet Sattler 148     100% 161      100% 309    100%

Total votes counted     148      161    309
Source: Travis County20
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Parks and Recreation Commission 
top three capital improvement project 

priorities for next five budget years

Fy 2012

Fy 2013

Fy 2014

Fy 2015

Fy 2016

1
2

3

1
2
3

2

2
3

2

3

3

1

1

1

Upgrade all existing trail and park amenities

Gilleland Creek pool deck and entrance  
improvements

Feasibility study for Randig tract

New maintenance facility construction

Design for Randig Regional Park

Finish upgrades to existing trails and amenities

Gilleland Creek pool/bathhouse construction

Highland Park North neighborhood park design

Senior activity center construction

Highland Park North neighborhood park 
construction

Pflugerville Recreation Center expansion/ 
construction of new recreation center

Update master plan

Randig Regional Park construction

Gilleland Creek pool/bathhouse renovation 
and design

Design for senior activity center

Source: Pflugerville Parks and Recreation

Play for All Abilities Park conceptual drawing

Source: City of Round Rock

NOW ENROLLING 
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years 
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certifi ed and 
specialized teachers with degrees 
(BS, Masters).

• Educators experienced in 
language, math, science, art, & 
music.

• Extracurricular activities 
(gymnastics, Spanish, Hindi, 
yoga, dance & piano.)

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

ol
Established 

1996

Infant 
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Source: Pflugerville Parks and Recreation

Source: www.capitol.state.tx.us

punishment concerning the expulsion of 
public school students; the bill passed the 
House, and Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, 
shepherded it toward Senate approval 
toward the end of May. The House and 
Senate also passed a bill co-authored by 
Strama requiring the state demographer 
to “encourage the inclusion of a broad 
variety of racial/ethnic groups in esti-
mates and projections.”

Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round Rock, 
passed several bills through the House on 
student loans and grants, including one 
that included the maximum costs of emer-
gency loans to cover college textbooks. He 
also authored a bill allowing the Teacher 
Retirement System of Texas to issue pay-
ments to retired teachers from returns 
on TRS investments, rather than general 
revenue; it passed the House but appeared 
stalled in the Senate.

“Any way to help kids go to school, 
trying to get funds to go to school, trying 
to pay up debt once they’re done with 
school—those are the kinds of things we 
worked on,” Gonzales said. “So as far as 
our bills go, we’re really happy with the 
way things worked out.”

Rep. Charles Schwertner, R-Georgetown, 

AT THE CAPITOL

Local representatives emphasized 
education during 2011 session
By Marcus Funk

A number of essential issues remained 
unresolved as the Texas Legislature 
entered its final two weeks, the politi-
cal equivalent of the bottom of the 
ninth inning, including dueling budget 
plans and a sight-unseen Congressional 
redistricting map. Local representatives 
scrambled against the clock, along with 
the rest of the Legislature, to meet their 
goals before time ran out May 30.

All legislative actions are accurate as of 
press time. For up-to-date information on  
bill progress, visit www.capitol.state.tx.us.

Rep. Dawnna Dukes, D-Austin, 
authored a bill requiring the state Depart-
ment of Family and Protective Services 
to notify a number of entities, including 
law enforcement, if a child goes missing 
from its conservatorship; such children 
would also be required to be entered into 
the state’s missing children and miss-
ing person database. The bill passed the 
House and the Senate in mid-May. Dukes 
also played a key role crafting the budget 
as a member of the House Appropriations 
Committee.

Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, passed a 
bill requiring consistency in policy and Comment at more.impactnews.com/12917

Sponsored, authored, coauthored and supported bills by area Reps.

Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin

HB 968: Requires consistency in 
policy and punishment for public 
school expulsions

HB 3255: Encourages the inclusion 
of multiple racial and ethnic groups 
in the state demographer’s estimates 
and projections

Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round Rock 

HB 3578: Expands college-level 
emergency loans to cover textbook 
costs

HB 3542: Allows the Teacher 
Retirement System of Texas to issue 
payments to retired teachers based 
upon returns on its investments rather 
general revenue

Rep. Charles Schwertner, R-Georgetown 

HB 1917: Allows county 
commissioners to vote to remove 
members of emergency services 
boards

SB 18: Further restricts eminent 
domain authority in Texas; Schwertner 
helped carry the bill through the 
House, and had co-authored an 
identical House version

Rep. Dawnna Dukes, D-Austin

HB 943: Expands notification of 
runaway children under the state’s 
conservatorship

HB 1: Plays a key role in crafting the 
budget, a time-consuming task

authored a bill that has been signed by 
Gov. Rick Perry allowing county com-
missioners courts to, by majority vote, 
remove appointed commissioners on 
emergency service boards; prior to HB 
1917, they were only allowed to appoint 
those commissioners, not remove them. 

Sen. Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, who also rep-
resents Williamson County, carried the 
bill in the Senate. Schwertner also helped 
write HB 1, the budget, and co-authored 
an “emergency issue” bill further restrict-
ing eminent domain authority.

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated

Compounding Specialist for Williamson County
• Traditional Pharmacy 
• Accepts most insurance and Medicare Part D Plans
• JobstTM Compression Stockings
• Nutritionals
• MedelaTM Breastpump rentals, sales, and replacement parts

Hours: 
Mon–Fri: 9am–6pm
Sat: 9am–1pm

701 Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78664 
255-2144 • www.quickrx.com
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“TREASURES” is a clothing and 
furniture thrift store that is open to the 
public. Revenue from sales supports 
the food pantry and social service pro-
grams. Donations of clothing, books, 
furniture, and appliances are needed! 
For furniture pick up, call 244-2431

Hours of Operation: 
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Richard Rhodes will take over as Austin Community College president and CEO after being named the lone 
finalist. Rhodes was previously president of El Paso Community College. 
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By Joe Olivieri
On May 2, the Austin Community 

College board of trustees named Richard 
Rhodes the lone finalist for its president 
and CEO. 

“I am honored for the opportu-
nity,” Rhodes said a few days after the 
announcement. “My first priority will be 
building contacts and relationships, meet-
ing people in the community—faculty, 
staff and students—and listening a lot.”

Rhodes has been president of El Paso 

What attracted you to ACC?
I have been a strong believer and 

admirer of Austin Community College 
since I did an internship back in 1993. 
I worked here as an intern while I was 
working on my doctorate at The University 
of Texas at Austin. Ever since that time, I 
have kept my eyes on ACC and what ACC 
is doing.

It is a leader as a community college in 
the state and the country, so I have been 
using ACC as a benchmark institution at 
other institutions I have been at. 

The other thing that ACC has going for 
it is its location in the state capital and 
the opportunities that avail themselves 
because of that. 
What do you see as the district’s biggest 
challenges going forward?

Like community colleges across the 
country—especially in the state of Texas 
right now—the declining state revenues. 
In the $27 billion revenue shortfall in the 
state and the impact that’s going to have on 
financing in the future. 

At the same time, we’re experiencing 
some of the strongest growth we’ve seen in 
years. So more students, higher demand 
for our services, less money from the state. 
A tax base that is tapped, so there is no 
flexibility at the property tax level. 

So you only have one other revenue 
stream and that’s tuition and fees, and you 
try for access purposes to keep your tuition 
and fees at low levels so that you get the 
students in the door. 

Challenges in developmental educa-
tion and looking for accelerated pathways 
through developmental education are 
going to continue to be challenges.

An opportunity is to look at the momen-
tum points I talked about [colleges would 
earn greater funding as student achieve-
ment rises].
Where do you see the district going in the 
next five to 10 years?

Continuing to expand. We have a 
large, growing, thriving community in 
Austin and those demands, those needs 
for training, retraining, for integration 
relationships with K–12, with UT, with 
Texas State, with other universities. It’s 
growing those relationships so we can 
leverage those resources with each other 
and provide more efficient, more acceler-
ated pathways for all of our students.
Describe your leadership style.

Open leadership with passion. If 
people are going to share the vision, they 
have to understand the passion behind 
it. Trying to be an example of passion for 
leadership success.
How do you think community colleges can 
deal with budget cuts and higher tuition?

We don’t have any choice. We can 
become more and more efficient. We 
can do things differently, but you cannot 
make up for that kind of budget shortfall 
through efficiencies. So we have no choice 
but to raise tuition. That is unfortunate but 
that’s the state of the economy today. 

So we do the best we can. [Raising 
tuition] is the last thing you want to do and 
there comes a time and a place where if 
the state is not going to raise revenues, and 
we’ve done all we can do to become a more 
efficient organization, then unfortunately 
the pendulum [between whether higher 
education is a personal benefit or a public 
good] is swinging. 

Austin Community College 
braces for budget cuts

Austin Community College 
expects to lose about $10 mil-
lion in state funding for next 
year’s budget, said Neil Vickers, 
ACC’s associate vice president of 
finance and budget. This could 
mean increased class sizes, higher 
tuition and limited tuition waiv-
ers for students.

College leaders will not know 
the extent of the loss until this 
summer, when the state Legisla-
ture passes its budget to address a 
projected $27 billion deficit.

The college has been preparing 
for that day with backup plans to 
compensate for a range of cuts.

While there was nothing 
the school could have done to 
weather 2012 consequence-free, 
“the steps we started taking two 
years ago will greatly minimize 
the impact of this,” Vickers said.

“Those include reductions in 

EDUCATION

By Joe Olivieri technology outlay, reductions 
in facility build-outs, minimal 
increases in staffing and salaries,” 
he said. “We’ve held our belts in 
the last couple of years.”

As the college develops its 2012 
budget, administrators have col-
lected feedback and requests from 
managers, directors and deans. 
The board of trustees, along with 
the president, will work to final-
ize the budget in June and are 
scheduled to adopt it in July. 

ACC receives about $60 million 
in state funds, and the current 
House and Senate budget propos-
als would result in 17 percent to 
21 percent cuts, or a loss of $10 
million to $12 million, according 
to ACC’s budget development 
manual.

“Conditions from the state 
continue to worsen for ACC,” Ben 
Ferrell, executive vice president of 
finance and administration, told 

the board of trustees in April. 
The manual states the school 

may make up the difference by 
increasing the average class size 
by one student per class (a savings 
of $4 million); tuition increases 
(each dollar per course hour 
increase yields $900,000); limit-
ing tuition waivers; and reduc-
ing capital outlay by as much as 
$2 million in a single year. 

ACC has other options on the 
table as well, such as reducing 
administrative spending, review-
ing courses with low enrollment 
and across-the-board reductions 
in noninstructional/student 

services budgets.
Reductions are not news to 

college officials who have watched 
state funding dwindle during the 
2000s, Vickers said.

“What were are seeing is the 
continuation of a longer-term 
trend,” he said. “State funding 
has gone from 41 percent [of the 
school’s budget] in 2001 to 23 
percent in 2011.”

“Over the last two years, the 
state has cut our funding mid-
year, so we have been preparing 
for this.”

The college has phased in 
tuition increases by $5 per 

credit hour during the past few 
semesters. On July 5, the board 
is expected to increase tuition 
again by $5 per credit hour for 
the spring semester.

“No one likes increasing 
tuition, but the board went many 
years without increasing it,” he 
said. “We are going to continue 
to meet the needs of students.”

Alexis Patterson, media rela-
tionship coordinator, said ACC 
has about 45,000 students taking 
credited courses and another 
15,000 taking non-credit adult 
education.

How ACC could close possible budget shortfalls

POSSIBLE SOLuTIONS
Enrollment management $4 million $4 million $4 million $4 million

Tuition increases $1.8 million $2.7 million $3.6 million

Tuition waivers $200,000 $2 million $3.5 million

Capital outlay $300,000 $900,000

TOTAL IMPACT $4 mILLION $6 mILLION $9 mILLION $12 mILLION

5% 10% 15% 20%

Source: Austin Community College budget manual

Richard Rhodes
New Austin Community College president/CEO

pErCENTAgE 
Of AId LOsT:

Community College since December 
2001. Prior to joining El Paso Community 
College, Rhodes served as vice president 
of business services at Salt Lake Commu-
nity College in Utah and vice president of 
financial and administrative services at El 
Paso Community College. Rhodes has a 
doctorate in community college leader-
ship from The University of Texas. 

Rhodes sat down in April to discuss 
finance, his leadership style and ACC’s 
challenges.
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By Rebecca LaFlure
Round Rock ISD Superintendent Jesús 

Chávez is working to trademark the zoo 
of mascots—dragons, bulldogs, wildcats 
and eagles—that represent the district’s 47 
campuses as one of several options to help 
soften an anticipated budget shortfall.

The sale of branded high school mer-
chandise alone could generate an esti-
mated $100,000 a year for the district, 
according to preliminary estimates. 

As districts across Texas brace for mas-
sive cuts to state education funding, school 
officials are coming up with creative ways 
to bring in extra revenue to their schools, 
and RRISD and Pflugerville ISD are get-
ting into the game.

 “Anything that can help [the budget 
shortfall] we’re definitely interested in 
doing,” said PISD Superintendent Charles 
Dupre, whose district faces up to an esti-
mated $20 million budget shortfall. “We’re 
not designed to generate revenues. We have 
to look for natural opportunities.”

Advertising
 These natural opportunities include a 

fairly new concept for school districts—
selling advertising space.

 RRISD and PISD officials are looking at 
ways to display advertisements on the dis-
tricts’ websites, e-newsletters, school buses, 
gymnasiums and sports stadiums.

 Officials said they are also open to sell-
ing the naming rights of various district 
facilities, such as sports stadiums, campus 
wings and libraries.

PISD representatives have begun work-
ing with school bus advertising company 
Steep Creek Media, and several advertis-
ers have already expressed interest, Dupre 
said.

 The amount of money advertising 
would generate is small compared to the 
millions of dollars the districts are expect-
ing to cut. But Dupre hopes advertising 
will raise at least $50,000 in its first year.

“We’ve got the space to put up these 
signs. We might as well take advantage of 
it if people are willing to pay for it,” Dupre 
said. “We’re always thinking and always 
trying to be creative about other ways we 
can generate additional revenues.”

In RRISD, which faces up to a $61 mil-
lion shortfall, Chávez said district officials 
are collecting information and contacting 
companies to get a better idea of how much 
money they could make. They also are 
determining where the district would not 
be willing to allow advertisements, such as 
on the sides of school buildings.

 “We’re trying to be protective of the 
school environment,” Chávez said.

After-school programs
 In March, PISD officials decided to 

launch the district’s own after-school pro-
gram and end its contract with the YMCA 
in another attempt to make cash.

School districts get creative to generate revenue

Eanes ISD Superintendent Nola Wellman hugs the Chick-fil-A mascot March 10 after unveiling advertising 
on the sides of school buses. Round Rock ISD and Pflugerville ISD officials are considering similar plans. 
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 Previously, the YMCA paid PISD a fee 
to operate its program in the district’s 
elementary schools. The YMCA then 
charged participants monthly tuition. 

 The district will be able to make more 
money by operating its own program 
because all profits from tuition fees—
which will be $195 per month per child—
will go directly to the district, Dupre said.

 Dupre said he expects the program to 
make an estimated $665,000 in its first 
year, and that number could gradually 
increase to about $1 million per year.

 PISD’s new Extended Day Program will 
provide after-school care at all 18 PISD 
elementary school campuses for children 
in kindergarten though fifth grade. A 
certified teacher will oversee the program 
at each site, and students will participate in 
recreational and enrichment activities, as 
well as get homework assistance.

 RRISD spokeswoman JoyLynn Occhi-
uzzi said the YMCA will still operate an 
after-school program in Round Rock. She 
said district officials are working out an 
expanded partnership with the YMCA, but 
details have not yet been released. 

Attendance
 Simply ensuring students come to 

school on a regular basis could be one of 
the biggest potential moneymakers for 
RRISD and PISD.

 This school year, the average attendance 
rate was 96 percent for Round Rock and 
Pflugerville school districts. 

 Boosting school attendance by 1 percent 
could bring in an additional $2.7 million 
in state funding for both RRISD and an 
extra $1.2 million for PISD.

 Occhiuzzi said RRISD plans to launch 
a school attendance campaign to educate 
students and their parents on the economic 
impact of not showing up to school.

 Students who are in school for the first 
four hours of the day are considered pres-
ent, but students who are only in school 
during the afternoon are counted absent, 
causing the district to lose state funding. 
Information such as this will be distributed 
through the district’s website, e-newsletter, 
community bulletin, employee newsletter 
and the PTA.

 “$2.7 million is a lot of money,” Occhi-
uzzi said. “We’re highlighting the impor-
tance of bringing your child to school.”

RRISD proposed revenue streams

• Trademarking all campus names and 
logos: $100,000 just for the high schools

• Selling building and program naming rights 
• School bus advertising 
• Website and e-news advertising 
• Expanded partnership with YMCA 
• Charge employees for the use of personal 

electronic appliances 
• Charge for research requests 
• Use internal resources for grant evaluations 
• Continue to expand district-contracted 

services to other districts 
• Revamp Community Schools program to 

earn a profit 
• Offer staff development for a fee to other 

districts
• Increase average daily attendance by  

1 percent: $2.7 million

Note: Revenue estimates for most RRISD proposals were not 
available Sources:  RRISD, PISD

PISD proposed revenue streams

• Increase average daily attendance by  
1 percent: $1.2 million

• Operate after-school childcare program at 
elementary schools: $665,000

• Increase enrollment in Career and 
Technology Education courses: $1 million

• Implement student participation fees for 
extracurricular activities: $350,000

• Increase food service meal prices: 
$250,000

• Increase Pegasus Program 
tuition by $50 per month: 
$55,000

• Authorize advertising 
on school 
buses 
and other 
outlets: 
$50,000

18 Hole Championship Course
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DEVELOPMENT

By Blake Rasmussen
A new development is in the 

works that could bring creek-
side dining to the south side of 
Pflugerville.

Creekside at Dessau Center, 
a development near the south-
east corner of Dessau Road and 
Pecan Street, is looking to build 
a $3 million to $4 million restau-
rant, retail and office space along 
Gilleland Creek to capitalize 
on what the project’s real estate 
broker, Alan Rust, called “a very 
unique site in Pflugerville, noth-
ing else like it that I’m aware of.”

The concept, Rust said, is to 
take advantage of the location 
backed up against the parkland to 
create an outdoor dining compo-
nent in Pflugerville.

“I think it has the capability 
of being a wonderful restaurant 
area that would be very benefi-
cial to the community and create 
something that Pflugerville 
doesn’t have,” Mayor Jeff Cole-
man said.

The development is already 
home to Fitness 19 and Tree 
House Kids, a daycare facility, 
and will soon also house Papa 

Creekside at Dessau Center
Murphy’s Take ‘N’ Bake Pizza, 
which broke ground in May.

“The fact that they’ve [Papa 
Murphy’s] done that speaks vol-
umes,” Rust said.

The restaurant component, 
however, would bring a new 
element to a city that lacks in sit-
down dining establishments.

“The No. 1 question I get from 
residents of Pflugerville is ‘When 
are we going to get sit-down 
restaurants?’ So I’m always look-
ing for ways to bring sit-down 
restaurants in to town,” said 
Coleman, who gave the developer 
the idea for turning the space into 
a dining area.

Though no restaurants have yet 
signed up for the area facing the 
creek, developer Scott Bialek said 
the space would be ready to build 
as soon as the first establishment 
signs on. Bialek said he expected 
local restaurants were the most 
likely tenants.

 “[It’s] not just another run-
of-the-mill strip center project,” 
Rust wrote in an email. “Even if it 
were, that is news in and of itself, 
as there aren’t many of those 
these days.”

To do so, however, the devel-
opers will have to work with the 
city to clear out park land that is 
overgrown. 

Coleman said the developers 
would have to work with Parks 
and Recreation to determine how 
to clear out the park space and 
how it would be funded. 

He said that, while any agree-
ment would likely have to go 
before the City Council, he saw 
no reason there would be much 
pushback.

“It’ll be massive; it’ll just be 
huge, because on the weekends 
you’ll have that play area for 
kids to run around while mom 
and dad have a glass of wine or 
whatever,” Coleman said. “It’ll 
just be huge.”

Developers for Creekside at Dessau Center are looking to bring a new type of dining 
experience to Pflugerville along Gilleland Creek. The potential $3 million to $4 mil-
lion development would integrate city park land with the restaurant space.
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Alan Rust, CCIM
alan@retailsolutions.us
512.474.5557

David Simmonds
david@retailsolutions.us
512.474.5557

The information contained herein was obtained from 
sources deemed reliable; however, Retail Solutions 
makes no guaranties, warranties or representations 
to the completeness or accuracy thereof. The 
presentation of this real estate information is subject to 
errors; omissions; change of price; prior sale or lease; 
or withdrawal without notice. Retail Solutions, which 
provides real estate brokerage services, is a division of 
Reliance Retail, LLC, a Texas Limited liability company.

CREEKSIDE AT DESSAU CENTER 16051 DESSAU RD - PFLUGERVILLE, TEXAS 78660
SEQ DESSAU (FM685) & PECAN ST (FM 1825)

Creekside development conceptual drawing

Source: Creekside at Dessau Center Map not to scale
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Buses
Continued from | 1

express, that’s getting people to jobs,” City 
Manager Steve Norwood said. “When gas 
is $3, $4 and $5 a gallon, [and] you work 
in downtown Austin and you’re going to a 
$10-, $12-an-hour job, ... you can eat a lot 
of that up just in gas.”

David Bartels, Round Rock planning and 
programs administrator, said no fares had 
been set for the peak hours services, but 
that it would likely be $1 to $2 per trip, and 
that there could be reduced fares as well.

Bartels also said the city would likely 
provide a midday run around noon as a 
“safety valve” in case any riders needed to 
return home early to deal with sick chil-
dren, for example. The midday run would 
hit all of the bus stops on the reverse com-
mute route, instead of just the east or west 
stops, Bartels said.

Word said some of the impetus for the 
peak hours service came from the knowl-
edge that around 20 percent to 25 percent 
of the riders who use Capital Metro trans-
portations services at Tech Ridge are from 
Round Rock ZIP codes. 

“The range of employment in south 
Round Rock goes all the way from execu-
tive positions at Dell to call centers at Sears 
[Teleserve] and food processing at Michael 
Angelo’s,” Word said. “So it runs that whole 
gamut of employment.”

Testing period
The peak-hour services will likely cost 

around $500,000 per year total, Bartels 
said. However, two grants from the Fed-
eral Transit Administration totaling about 
$940,000 will help fund the routes for at 
least two to three years, a period city offi-
cials are calling a testing period.

“We’ve been talking about this for years, 
but [we did not want] to implement a full-
blown transit service all at once [when] we 
weren’t sure of the success or the ridership,” 
Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw said. 
“And so it’s always been talked about in the 
context of a test period of time to see how 
successful it really would be.”

McGraw said the testing period would 
last as long as the federal funds did, and 
that the service would have to be evaluated 

before the city chose to continue, expand or 
discontinue it at that time.

“I can tell you if one person is riding it, 
it’s not a success. Everything above that is 
that gray area that we just need to look at 
and see,” McGraw said. “We can’t just say, 
‘Look, we’re providing public transporta-
tion; therefore, we are successful.’ We’ve got 
to have enough ridership to make it worth-
while to continue.”

CARTS discontinues contract
One service city officials acknowledge is 

worthwhile is the on-demand service that 
has long been provided by CARTS on a 
contractual basis. That service will cease in 
the city upon the conclusion of the current 
contract Oct. 30, barring month-to-month 
extensions through the end of 2011.

CARTS typically only serves cities and 
rural areas with populations below 50,000, 
but it has contracted with the city since 
after Round Rock crossed that threshold 
with the 2000 census.

However, as the city’s population neared 
100,000, the demand outstripped the 
resources available, and CARTS informed 
Norwood in a letter dated May 10 that it 
did not intend renew their interlocal agree-
ment after it expires this year.

“We were not interested in renewing the 
interlocal agreement and explained to [the 
city] that we would extend to them the ser-
vice on a month-to-month basis until the 
close of the calendar year,” CARTS General 
Manager Dave Marsh said.

According to reports the city issues on 
CARTS ridership in Round Rock, CARTS’ 
on-demand service in Round Rock gives 
approximately 1,200 to 1,400 rides per 
month, about 70 percent to 75 percent of 
which are given to the elderly or disabled.

“I think it’s very important to be able to 
service the segment of our population that 
needs a safety net like that,” McGraw said. 

“I mean, it can literally be a life-or-death 
service for somebody that needs to get to 
dialysis, somebody that has to get to the 
doctor, somebody that has to get to any 
number of critical destinations,” he added, 
“and those are the ones I’m most concerned 
about.”

According to the May 10 letter, when 
the contract expires at the end of October, 
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Reverse commute route 
East of I-35

Reverse commute route 
West of I-35

Express bus 
Proposed

Proposed bus stops

Local service routes

Limited and flyer routes

Feeder routes 

Crosstown routes 

Express routes 

Proposed Round Rock services

Existing Capital Metro services

Getting to and from Tech Ridge Park and Ride

Tech Ridge 
Park and Ride

Round Rock  
Intermodal Transit 

and Parking Facility

Tina Philip, DO
Family Medicine

Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine512.252.1505

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy., Suite 112  •  Pfl ugerville, Tx 78660   •  www.parkwayprimarycare.com

• Board Certified    

• Care of All Ages

• Urgent Illness/Injury

• Immunizations 

• Preventive Care

• Women’s Health

Our experts know FIT Matters.

201 University Oaks Blvd. #790 (near Ikea in the University Oaks Shopping Center)

Round Rock, TX  78665     512-610-3990

ROUND ROCK

Come

see

our

incredible

selection

of styles,

sizes

& widths.

WOMEN’S:

(2A) 7.5-12 (B) 6-12
(D) 6-10.5 (2E) 6.5-10
MEN’S:

(2A) 9.5-16 (B) 9.5-16
(D) 7-16 (2E & 4E) 7-14

993 Heritage

Runner

Sources: City of Round Rock, Capital Metropolitian 
Transportation Authority
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CARTS will work with the city and any 
new transportation vendor to provide “a 
smooth transition for the customers of the 
service.”

Marsh also pointed out that the decision 
not to renew CARTS’ agreement with the 
city will not affect other services provided 
in the city. According to the May 10 letter, 
those include but are not limited to Med-
icaid-eligible medical transportation ser-
vices—through a contract with the Texas 
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices Medical Transportation program—
and subscription-route service to congre-
gate meal activities at the senior center.

Replacing CARTS
“I hope there’s not much of a gap in ser-

vice time because those of us that use it use 
it all the time,” said Karen Choate, a fre-
quent user of CARTS services who has had 
multiple eye issues that keep her from being 
able to drive. “It’s sort of scary, because we 
might be kind of dangling out there.”

The city plans to replace CARTS services 
through a third-party vendor, likely the 
same vendor who provides the peak-hours 
bus services.

However, such a transition may be prove 
difficult.

For one, Word said that getting a new 
service up and running by the time the 
contract expires puts the city on a short 
timeline.

“This is a safety net for our commu-
nity; it’s what gets these people to doctor’s 
appointments and to pick up groceries and 
to get to dialysis,” Word said. “We’ve got to 
move fast if we’re going to get that service 
up and running in time to take the place of 
CARTS.”

Marsh said the transition period CARTS 
has offered through the end of the year 
should provide enough cushioning in case 
the city is not able to have the service up 
and running by the end of October.

Still, the greatest cost may be the finan-
cial one.

Bartels called CARTS “extremely inex-
pensive” at $50 for each service hour. At 
about $300,000 a year for just over 6,000 
service hours, CARTS was essentially giv-
ing the city a discount on its services, Bar-
tels and Word both said.

Word estimated that a replacement ser-
vice provided by a third-party vendor 
would likely cost about $500,000. Some of 
that may be eligible for federal funding, but 
none has been lined up yet, Bartels said.

Looking to the future
As Round Rock continues to grow and 

heads toward Word’s 
predicted 300,000 
threshold, city offi-
cials are beginning 
to consider the 
future of transporta-
tion in the city.

“I think at some 
point in time it is 
appropriate that the city look at provid-
ing fixed-route transit,” Word said. “Now, 
when? It’s not this year. And it’s probably 
before 50 years from now, and somewhere 
in between is the answer.”

Choate said she believes a fixed-route 
service would be used by other CARTS 
customers she knows.

“When I’ve ridden, it seems like a lot of 

people use it to go to Walmart and the gro-
cery store,” she said. “It would be nice to 
have something that included Clay Madsen 
[recreation center] and grocery stores … 
and the outlet mall and Target area.”

But that time, officials say, will not likely 
come in the next few years.

“It’s going to be at a time when the com-
munity as a whole is 
ready to support it 
because it will cost 
money,” Word said.

Word estimated 
a four-route, fixed-
route system with an 
express service and 
some on-demand 

transit like CARTS currently provides 
would cost the city around $2.5 million to 
$3 million a year, some of which would be 
eligible for federal funding. By comparison, 
the services starting this fall will likely cost 
about $1 million per year, Bartels estimated, 
and much of that is federally funded.

“Even with the federal funding it 
would take a significant local subsidy to 

accomplish that,” Word said.
Norwood agreed that the future of trans-

portation in the city was a fixed-route ser-
vice with regular stops throughout the city, 
but that creating a transit system almost 
out of nothing could be difficult for a mid-
sized city like Round Rock.

“It’s tough to pull off a fixed-route system 
when you’re a population of 100,000. It’s 
tough to pull that off when you’re 500,000,” 
Norwood said. 

City officials are already discussing 
potential regional solutions that would 
include other cities in Williamson County.

“There have been conversations with 
members of the Commissioners Court 
because other cities in Williamson County 
have the same issue we do that they’re not 
rural anymore, but they grew up on CARTS 
as a rural system,” McGraw said.

Still, he cautioned, the city will not really 
know what the future holds until this first 
phase is fully tested.

“Just keep watching,” McGraw said. 
“We’ll see what happens.”

FILLING A GAP: WHAT 
CARTS SERVICES PROVIDED
Feb. 2010 through Jan. 2011

CArTs PROVIDED 

6,172 HOuRS OF 
CuRB-TO-CuRB SERVICE 
IN ROuND ROCk IN 2010

1,200–1,400 
RIDES/MONTH
70%–75% to elderly or disabled

Social 
services

1%

41%

26%
23%

9%

Medical

Nutrition

City business

Work

RIDERSHIP

41%
Disabled

33%
Elderly

25%
General public

1%
youth

less 
than

Sources: City of Round Rock, CARTS
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“This is a safety net for our community; 
it’s what gets these people to 
doctor’s appointments and to pick 
up groceries and to get to dialysis.”

—Tom Word, former Round Rock  
chief of public works operations



18 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Round Rock/Pflugerville Edition

Pediatric Care for Central Texas. 
Our experienced team provides comprehensive,  
personalized care for children, with access to a network of 
nationally renowned specialists. We provide leading-edge 
medical and surgical care in comforting, family-oriented  
settings. Our pediatricians and pediatric specialists work  
together to achieve the best outcome for each child  
entrusted to our care.

COMPASSION. DEDICATION.  
AND A TOUCH OF FUN.

For more information, visit roundrock.sw.org, or  
call 512-509-KIDS (5437)

Extended Pediatric Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Scott & White Clinic – 425 University Boulevard
Pediatric Services
425 University Boulevard
Round Rock, TX 78665
512-509-KIDS (5437)

Scott & White Clinic – Cedar Park West
Pediatric Services
12129 FM 620, Suite 600-E
Austin, TX 78750
512-336-3400

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.
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city property tax break for up to 15 years.
Floyd Akers, Pflugerville city attorney and 

interim executive director of the Pflugerville 
Community Development Corp., said, in 
the long term, he hopes for the business park 
to have between $150 million and $250 mil-
lion in infrastructure and create more than 
1,000 manufacturing or renewable energy 
jobs in Pflugerville. 

The goal, he said, is to transform Pfluger-
ville from a bedroom community into a 
place residents can work and live. Increased 
daytime traffic would help boost sales tax 
revenue in the city, allowing Pflugerville to 
lower property taxes, Akers said. 

“The ultimate goal of increased eco-
nomic development is that we can reduce 
the property tax rate and make Pflugerville 
not only one of the nicest communities in 
Central Texas, but one of the cheapest to 
live in,” Akers said. 

Bringing Magpower to Pflugerville
In December 2010, RRE Austin Solar 

broke ground on a $220 million solar 
farm, located on 720 acres about a dozen 
miles east of Pflugerville. The farm will use 
400,000 solar panels to generate 60 mega-
watts of electricity—enough to power more 
than 40,000 homes.

Mehta said RRE Austin Solar initially 
began discussions with Magpower officials 
more than four months ago after Mag-
power expressed interest in testing their 
panels on RRE’s live testing bed, planned 
on 78 acres next to the solar farm.

The conversation has since shifted from 
Magpower testing its panels on the solar 
farm site to possibly building a manufac-
turing plant nearby.

RRE’s interest in Magpower is largely due 
to its ability to manufacture more efficient 
solar panels. Traditional solar panels have 
a 20 percent efficiency rating, while Mag-
power is making panels with 35 percent to 
45 percent efficiency ratings, Mehta said. 
Higher efficiencies are important to solar 
power because they reduce the cost of pro-
ducing energy. 

Magpower is already producing panels in 
Lisbon, Portugal, in an 800,000-square-foot 

plant. The Pflugerville manufacturing facil-
ity would be about one-eighth of that size 
and would produce 50 megawatts worth of 
solar panels a year, Mehta said.

Whether the solar panel company comes 
to Pflugerville largely depends on a deci-
sion from Austin Energy. 

In March, RRE Austin Solar was one of 
37 renewable energy companies to send 
proposals to Austin Energy in hopes of sup-
plying the utility company with electricity.

Austin Energy is expected to narrow down 
the list in June and will eventually award a 
contract to one wind or solar company, Aus-
tin Energy spokesman Ed Clark said.

RRE Austin Solar plans to build sev-
eral solar farms throughout the country, 
including one in San Antonio. Magpower 
will construct its manufacturing site in the 
first place RRE is awarded a contract with a 
utility company, Mehta said.  

If Austin Energy agrees to buy energy 
from the solar farm, Magpower would be 
ready to build the Pflugerville factory as 
soon as possible, he said. 

“If we get the power purchase agreement, 
RRE will commit to bring manufacturing 
to Pflugerville straight away,” Mehta said. 
“Naturally, economics tells us to go where 
we can receive the power purchase.”

Offering incentives
Pflugerville officials hope new legislation 

could attract even more green energy com-
panies to the city. 

Akers said in order to approve tax abate-
ments, cities currently must go through a 
“long, convoluted” process that includes 
holding multiple hearings, sending notices 

to the area’s government bodies and creat-
ing an ordinance.

If the bill passes, city officials would hold a 
single public hearing prior to approving the 
reinvestment zone. After that, green energy 
companies that move to the business park 
would immediately qualify for tax breaks. 

Travis County and Pflugerville ISD could 
also opt to participate on a case-by-case 
basis.

State Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, 
authored the original bill, but it never 
made it to the House floor. It was later 
added as an amendment to another bill 
and left in a conference committee as of 
press time, said David Smeltzer, Strama’s 
legislative director.

The legislation has raised concerns from 
some Pflugerville residents who worry that 
it would allow city officials to grant signifi-
cant tax breaks without public hearings.

“I am against anything circumventing 
public hearings and the public’s right to 
know,” said Melody Ryan, a Pflugerville resi-
dent and member of the Pflugerville Coun-
cil of Neighborhood Associations. “The 
amount of tax incentives are really high.”

Currently, the site of the proposed 
renewable energy business park is owned 
by the PCDC and generates no city tax 
revenue. Akers argued that even with the 
tax breaks, attracting a significant number 
of green energy companies would increase 
property tax revenue for Pflugerville.

“Even if we get 50 percent of something, 
that’s a significant amount of money,” Akers 
said. “The real purpose of the zone is not 
only to encourage renewable energy, but to 
employ people in Pflugerville.”

Attracting startups
Pflugerville is not only making efforts to 

attract large manufacturing companies like 
Magpower but small startups as well.

PCDC officials plan to launch an incu-
bator in the proposed business park that 
would help renewable energy companies 
get off the ground. Startup companies 
would be housed in an office at the busi-
ness park and would have an opportunity 
to test their products on the Pflugerville 
Solar Farm’s grid.

 “We want them to grow them out of a 
small incubator site in Pflugerville and let 
this become their company headquarters as 
they grow,” Akers said. 

PCDC would act as the developer of the 
business park site by putting in streets, drain-
age and utilities to get it ready for individual 
companies to come in. PCDC officials are 
in negotiations with investors to build office 
and warehouse space, which they hope to 
have on the ground in two years. The site 
also is likely to include a hotel and a couple 
of restaurant pads, Akers said.

Akers said the proposed business park 
and incubator have already generated sig-
nificant interest among several renewable 
energy companies. The PCDC recently 
made economic development agreement 
offers to a solar panel manufacturer and 
a green data center, but Akers declined to 
name the companies at this time.

“Before the solar farm, we were talking 
to businesses in Nacogdoches, [Texas] and 
Oklahoma. Now we’re talking to compa-
nies in Portugal and Korea,” Akers said. “It’s 
really opened us up to the world.”

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12923

How a solar plant works 

Sources: U.S. Department of Energy, Angelou Economics
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3000 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Ste. #65, Round Rock, TX 78665  Located by the Dell Diamond.

 Weight maintenance education 
included.

 Get rid of internal and external fat.
  Prescription HCG program and 
non HCG programs available

 Supervised by a board certifi ed 
physician.

Join us on Facebook

We have the most advanced technology in 
Laser Hair Removal to get you great results...at 

AFFORDABLE prices!
Our laser can also take care of your unwanted 
freckles, sun spots, sun damaged skin, spider 

veins, acne, and tighten your skin.

Call for your FREE consultation. LMS Patient

(512) 733-6464

THROW AWAY THE RAZOR AND STILL HAVE SMOOTH SILKY SKIN!
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Apply at wheels101.com, call (512) 498-CARS or  
visit your nearest UFCU branch.
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate is NOT available on loans already financed with UFCU, is based on 55 to 72 month 
term and includes up to a 1.50% rate discount for Membership Rewards. Your rate may be higher or lower based on your credit,  
the term of your loan and Membership Rewards. Visit ufcu.org for complete Membership Rewards criteria.  Rates subject to change 
without notice.

Comm Impact_10x6.04_5-11.indd   1 5/11/11   10:10 AM

A swimming pool can make your home design complete and it’s waiting for you at Anthony & Sylvan Pools.

We've been building superior swimming pools for more than 60 years nationwide, and have built our

reputation in the Austin area on quality and design innovation. We have always been at the forefront of the

industry. So whether your dream pool is a tropical oasis with a stone finish and vanishing edge or a simpler

design with a tanning shelf and detached spa, Anthony & Sylvan has just the pool for you and your family.

877.424.5192
www.anthonysylvan.com/30day

The pool of your dreams is just a click away

*See design consultant for complete details. Offer expires July 15, 2011

For a limited time Anthony & Sylvan Pools has a 30 day* construction guarantee! Visit www.anthonysylvan.com/30day
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Redistricting
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June 21 to comment on the proposed pre-
cinct changes either online or at the Wil-
liamson County annexes. County com-
missioners are expected to approve the 
draft sometime in July. 

Based on the proposed changes, the area 
of Cedar Park, Leander and Round Rock 
north of FM 1431 and east of Toll 183 
would move from Precinct 2 to Precinct 3. 
A large portion of land east of Ronald Rea-
gan Boulevard and north of Hwy. 29 would 
also shift from Precinct 2 to Precinct 3. 

Residents who live east of I-35, from Uni-
versity Avenue in Georgetown to FM 1431 
in Round Rock would shift from Precinct 1 
to Precinct 3. 

The Brushy Creek and Fern Bluff Munic-
ipal Utility Districts south of FM 1431 
would become a part of Precinct 1. 

Redistricting is a challenge, Precinct 1 
Commissioner Lisa Birkman said, because 
redrawing one precinct line can have a 
ripple effect across the county on precinct 
shapes, officials’ representation, access to 
polling locations, voting precincts and 
precinct populations.

“My whole bit is that we can do away 
with those kinds of situations and square 
up our precincts more so it’s easier for 
people to know [which precinct they are 
in],” County Judge Dan Gattis said.

‘Communities of interest’ 
Redistricting can bring with it a long list 

of concerns and complications. 
The county’s redistricting committee, 

which was formed in early 2011, said 
its goals for the process were to balance 
populations at close to 25 percent; limit 
splitting of government lines; preserve 
existing precincts as much as possible; 
keep elected officials in 
their precinct; create 
geographically compact 
precincts; and use major 
roads and natural fea-
tures as boundary lines. 

The committee 
included commissioners 
Birkman, Precinct 1, and 
Valerie Covey, Precinct 
3, along with Semple, 
other county staff and 
legal representatives. 

“There’s a lot of com-
plications. That’s why 
it takes so long to get a 
map,” Birkman said. 

Part of the process 
was to preserve and join 
communities of inter-
est, including neighbor-
hoods such as Avery 
Ranch and Teravista. 

Currently, Avery 
Ranch in Cedar Park 
is split into precincts 1, 
2 and 3 and even has a 
residence that is split by 
two, Birkman said. 

The Teravista neighborhood, located 
between Round Rock and Georgetown, is 
split between precincts 1 and 4. 

Split regions and quirks in the process 
exist for many reasons, including that 
many newer developments did not exist 
during the last redistricting, Semple said. 

The proposed changes include moving 
all of Avery Ranch to Precinct 1 and all of 
Teravista to Precinct 3. 

Making changes also required officials 
to make sure no federal laws are violated 
by drawing lines that limit the voting 
strength of socioeconomic and ethnic 
groups in a way that could appear inten-
tional and harmful, Gattis said. 

The other value in creating compact 
precincts is reducing election confusion, 
which has occurred in the past, Birk-
man said. For instance, residents of Avery 
Ranch could all be using the same ballots, 
rather than three different ballots. 

The county’s growth will require new 
voting precincts to be added within the 
commissioner precincts. 

The first priority in the redistricting 
process, Semple said, was precincts of the 
commissioners, justices of the peace and 
constable—all of whom share the same 
precincts. Election precincts were ana-
lyzed second. 

Need for new lines 
The importance of redistricting extends 

beyond just having balanced precincts, 
but also to make sure that each resident’s 
vote is weighted equally, Birkman said. 

Local and national laws require pre-
cincts to be adjusted after each census and 
that precincts be within 10 percent of the 
county average population per precinct. 
For Williamson County, that is close to 
105,670 people. 

If a person in a precinct with a smaller 

population votes for one county repre-
sentative—in theory—that vote has more 
impact on the county’s future than the 
vote of a person who resides in a precinct 
with a greater population but still receives 
only one representative, Birkman said. 

Process for approval 
The last 10 years have brought signifi-

cant advances in the redistricting process, 
Semple said. 

While some of the computer software 
is similar, there are more advances and 
less need for the hand-drawn map process 
used in part of the 2000 redistricting pro-
cess, Semple said. The computer software 
moves people and precinct lines allowing 
the effects to be weighed in real time. 

Birkman said the software makes it eas-
ier, but the county’s growth requires more 
maneuvering and concessions to balance 
the precincts. 

“Having the growth in the county, it 
makes it more challenging,” Birkman said. 
“Everyone’s understanding it’s a give and 
take. We’re all going to have to understand 
our precinct won’t be the same after this.” 

Once approved by the county, the new 
precinct maps will be submitted to the 
Department of Justice, and the Texas Sec-
retary of State and Legislative Council 
prior to Oct. 1. The final plan will take 
effect Jan. 1, 2012. 

Gattis said in April he is optimistic that 
the changes will better the county. 

“I think we’re going to really improve 
the precincts, but there will be some peo-
ple moved,” Gattis said. “There’s no doubt 
that there are people who are in one pre-
cinct now who will be in a different pre-
cinct.”

The new maps can be viewed online at 
www.wilco.org/redistricting.
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1019 W. University Ave. Suite 315
Georgetown, TX 78628

(512) 863-4573
www.golfranchshop.com

I-35 and Hwy. 29 – Exit 261

Located in The Wolf Ranch 

Shopping Center next to Kohls

• Custom fi tting
• Full service repair shop
• Teaching professional
• Expert staff
• Low price guarantee
• Golf course simulator

5,000 Sq. Ft. Store 
Men, Ladies 
and Juniors

For every $50 you spend in the month of June, 
 Enter your name to WIN a TaylorMade 

R11 Driver, Ghost Putter and 
2 pairs of Adidas Powerband Shoes!!

Dan St. John 
is the General 
Manager and 
Owner of The 
Golf Ranch. His 
focus is on cus-
tomer service 
delivered with 
integrity.

Bill Easterly is 
the teaching 
professional 
and has over 
30 years of 
experience in 
the golf fi eld 
- 17 of which 
were spent as a 
professional tour 
player.

Our Club Repair 
Specialist, Nick 
West is available 
40 hours a 
week and has 
been repairing, 
reconditioning, 
and building 
clubs since the 
age of 15.Williamson County proposed redistricting
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Now in its 21st season, 93.3 KGSR’s Blues on the Green offers 
free music every other Wednesday evening at Zilker Park in 
Austin for all ages. All concerts run from 7:30–9:30 p.m. Food 
vendors and non-alcoholic drinks are available, as well as non-
profit booths with volunteer and donation information. 

Free • Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Road, Austin

www.kgsr.com/blues

• June 8 Bob Schneider

• June 22 will be announced two weeks prior

• July 6 will be announced two weeks prior

• July 20 will be announced two weeks prior

• Aug. 3 will be announced two weeks prior

Blues on the green

FREE

290

nutty 
Brown 
Cafe

Chaos in Tejas will bring live music fans something 
heavier to chew on June 2–5. More than 130 bands 
from around the world are slated to perform at nine 
Austin venues. The lineup consists of mostly metal 
and punk bands but also includes world music, 
hip-hop and indie rock. Killing Joke, Youth of Today, 
Converge, Baroness, Autopsy, Touche Amore and 
Omar Souleyman are among the bands scheduled 
to play.

Day and night shows • Tickets for individual concerts 
are available, or fans can buy passes for multiple 
shows, costing $32–$98

The venues are: Emo’s, Red 7, Mohawk, Beerland, 
Beauty Bar, Antone’s, The Scoot Inn, End of an Ear, 
and Trailer Space Records

www.chaosintejas.com

Chaos in tejas

The 18th season of Unplugged at the Grove, presented by 93.3 KGSR, showcases Austin 
musicians each Thursday on The Shady Grove’s tree-shaded patio. The series, spanning 25 
consecutive weeks, kicked off April 14 and lasts until Sept. 15. 

8 p.m. • Free • The Shady Grove, 1624 Barton Springs Road, Austin

474-9991 • www.theshadygrove.com/unplug.html

• June 9 The Gourds

• June 23 Band of Heathens

• June 30 Sean McConnell

• July 14 Sahara Smith

• Aug. 11 Deadman

unPlugged at the grove

• Aug. 18 Foster & Lloyd

• Aug. 25 Uncle Lucious

• Sept. 1 Kat Edmondson

More dates to be announced

An Austin summertime tradition, the KVET Free Texas Music Series 
celebrates its 10th anniversary this year at a new venue, the Nutty 
Brown Cafe and Amphitheatre. The country music series kicked off 
May 4 with performances by Roger Creager and The Rankin Twins. 
Other musicians set to perform include Rick Treviño, Brandon  
Rhyder and Rich O’Toole. 

Concerts are held every Wednesday • 5–10 p.m. • Free

Nutty Brown Café, 12225 W. Hwy. 290, Austin

301-4648 • www.nuttybrown.com, www.texasmusicseries.com 

• July 6 Rick Treviño

• July 20 Brandon Rhyder, Rich O’Toole

More dates to be announced
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Kvet free texas MusiC series
The Austin City Limits Music Festival began in 2002 with 
about 70,000 people attending over two days. Now the 
three-day celebration of music and Austin’s culture boasts 
more than 200,000 in attendance and is seen as a staple 
among music festivals across the country. This year’s fes-
tival includes such acts as Kanye West, Coldplay, Stevie 
Wonder and Arcade Fire.

For a full lineup of bands, visit http://lineup.aclfestival.com

Sept. 16–18 • Most passes are sold out, but single-day 
passes retailed for $90 and three-day passes were $185 
Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Road, Austin 
www.aclfestival.com

austin City liMits MusiC festival
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Live Music GuideLive Music Guide
SUMMER 2011

FREE

FREE

By Blake Rasmussen and Rebecca LaFlure

Living near the live music capital of the world has its perks, and one of those 
perks is a summer filled with concert series. From classical and blues to 

country and rock, Central Texas has a little bit of something for everyone.

Note: This list is not comprehensive
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Chaos in tejas

Every Sunday evening from June 5 through Aug. 28, 
the Hartman Family Foundation presents a free con-
cert featuring a different ensemble from the Austin 
Symphony at Hartman Park at the Long Center for 
the Performing Arts.

Now in its ninth season, the concert series presents 
musical selections including anything from jazz to 
classical music to film scores. All concerts start 
at 7:30 p.m., and concertgoers are encouraged to 
bring picnics and blankets. Free parking is available 
at One Texas Center on Barton Springs Road at 
South First Street. Paid parking is also available at 

the Palmer Event Center garage for $7.

Sundays, 7:30 p.m.• Free • Long Center for the Performing Arts, 
701 W. Riverside Drive, Austin • 476-6064 • www.austinsymphony.
org/tickets/events/hartman-foundation-concerts-in-the-park

2011 scheduled ensembles:

• June 5 Strings program

• June 12 Brass

• June 19 Woodwinds program

• June 26 Big Band

• July 3 No Hartman Concert

• July 10 Strings

• July 17 Brass

• July 24 Woodwinds

• July 31 Big Band

• Aug. 7 Strings

• Aug. 14 Brass

• Aug. 21 Woodwinds

• Aug. 28 Big Band

hartMan foundation “ConCerts in the ParK”

Beginning June 10, Pflugerville residents can grab their lawn 
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets and enjoy an evening of live 
music at Pfluger Park. The fourth annual music series showcases 
free performances every other Friday night June 10–Aug. 5. The 
park has a playground, picnic areas, basketball court and an 
open field where children can play during the performances.

7–9 p.m. • Free • Pfluger Park, 515 City Park Road, Pflugerville 
990-6355 • www.cityofpflugerville.com 

• June 10 Inside Out Steelband

• June 24 Mike Milligan and the Altar Boyz

• July 8 The Invincible Czars

• July 22 The Rust Tones

• Aug. 5 The Emerson Biggins Band

Pflugerville MusiC in the ParK

While the name of the concert series might 
be a mouthful, the concept is simple: Four 
games during the 2011 Round Rock Express 
season will be followed by a concert on The 
Dell Diamond’s concert stage just beyond 
centerfield, and fans will be able to watch the 
concert from the field.

Each game will start at 6:05 p.m., and 
concerts will begin 30 minutes after the 
conclusion of the game. Game tickets will be 
$6 more than usual on those nights, but will 
include admission to the concerts. The first 
concert was May 28 and featured Asleep at 
the Wheel.

$6 plus the price of a game ticket (which range from $6 to $16) 
The Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
255-2255 • www.ryansandersentertainment.com

• June 18 Jack Ingram

• July 2 Lou Gramm and his band

• Aug. 6 Jonathan Tyler and the Northern Lights

suMMer series Presented By dell
st. david’s round roCK exPress

unPlugged at the grove

austin
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Blue Diamond Tournaments
Organizers bring hundreds of teams to Round Rock

O ne weekend a month, Old Settlers 
Park buzzes with activity as more 
than 200 baseball teams from across 

Texas fill the fields and stands. The teams, 
grouped by age and skill, are participat-
ing in a Super Series Baseball tournament 
organized by Blue Diamond Tournaments.

Blue Diamond Tournaments is the 
brainchild of Rick Stevens and his wife, 
Cynthia, who founded the business in 
2005. Rick Stevens, who works full time as 
a detective with the Austin Police Depart-
ment, was at that time president of the 
Round Rock Youth Baseball League. 

“When the city did the renovations to 
the facilities [at Old Settlers Park], they 
decided they just wanted to deal with one 
organization,” Stevens said. “Unfortunately 
there were some people who didn’t want to 
do the work of organizing all the tourna-
ments, and at that time my wife and I 
decided to do this as a business.”

The first step was to find a sanctioning 
body under which the the tournaments 
would be governed. Stevens opted to 
sanction the tournaments under Super 
Series Baseball, a national organization for 
competitive players ages 9–18. 

BUSINESS

By Katie Gutierrez Painter

Rick Stevens and Blue Diamond Tournaments attract more than 200 baseball teams to town most months.
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Blue Diamond Tournaments
225-4000
www.bluediamondtournaments.com

The first tournament hosted by Blue Dia-
mond Tournaments was held in spring of 
2005, and drew more than 70 “select” base-
ball teams—also called travel teams—to 
Old Settlers Park. This more than doubled 
the number of teams Stevens expected and 
gave him his first experience with organiz-
ing brackets. The following spring again 
exceeded expectations, with more than 100 
teams registering for tournaments.

“We never in a million years thought 
we’d hit triple digits,” Stevens said. “From 
that point on we’ve never hosted a tourna-
ment under 100 teams.” 

In April 2010, Blue Diamond Tourna-
ments broke its own record, with 248 
teams traveling to Round Rock for one 
weekend of games. Stevens attributes the 
growth to Round Rock’s central location, 
as well as the company’s low fees, which 
begin at $175 per team, depending on age. 

“We’re a profit but not really a profit,” 
Stevens explained. “We all have our own 
jobs. We’re all about bringing in teams 
to Round Rock and building up the 
economy.”

To that end, Stevens has made it a point 
from day one to partner with the Round 

Rock Convention and Visitors Bureau and 
the city’s Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. Together, they work with area hotels 
as well as The Dell Diamond and Round 
Rock Express to provide discounted 
rates and perks to traveling teams. With 
only three off-months per year—August, 
December and January—the tournaments 
provide a regular boost to hotels, restau-
rants and convenience and grocery stores.

As well as satisfaction from the eco-
nomic support his business gives the city, 
Stevens enjoys preparing players for com-
petitive baseball.

“I’ve had kids come through my 

tournaments who have already signed with 
Major League Baseball,” Stevens said. “And 
it’s nice to see those kids come back and 
for them to remember you and shake your 
hand. It’s very exciting.”

Stevens, who played minor league base-
ball for the New York Mets organization, 
said that his passion for baseball has only 
strengthened over the years.

“I can’t get it off my mind,” he said. 

AUSTIN
 Medical Park Tower
 1301 West 38th St., 

Suite 400
 Austin, TX 78705
 Phone: 512.324.3440

 ARC Far West 
 Medical Tower
 6811 Austin Center 

Blvd., Suite 410
 Austin, TX 78731
 Phone: 512.324.2705

 LaDera Park
 11673 Jollyville Rd., 

Suite 205-B
 Austin, TX 78759
 Phone: 512.345.8888

 Southwest Health 
Plaza

 7900 FM 1826, 
 Suite 170
 Austin, TX 78737
 Phone: 512.324.9250

BURNET
 Seton Burnet 
 Specialty Clinic
 200 CR 340A, Bldg. 2, 

Suite A
 Burnet, TX 78611
 Phone: 512.715.3032

LOCKHART
 Seton Family of 
 Doctors at Lockhart
 209 Church Street, 

Suite A
 Lockhart, TX 78644
 Phone: 512.504.0860
 

LULING
 Seton Family of 
 Doctors at Luling
 711 Hackberry Street
 Luling, TX 78644
 Phone: 512.504.0860

GIDDINGS
 Giddings Professional 

Crossing
 219 A. East Railroad
 Giddings Texas 78942
 Phone: 979.542.9000

KYLE
 Seton Family of 
 Doctors at Kyle
 5103 Kyle Center 

Drive, Suite 108
 Kyle, TX 78640
 Phone: 512.504.0860

PFLUGERVILLE
 Seton Family of 
 Doctors at Stone Hill
 1512 Town Center 

Drive, Suite 100
 Pflugerville, TX 78660
 Phone: 512.324.4812

ROUND ROCK
 Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza 1
 301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 302
 Round Rock, TX 78665
 Phone: 512.324.4812

For more than 25 years, the Seton Family of Hospitals has been the 
regional leader in advanced care for heart failure. Now the Seton 
Heart Institute offers you convenient access to top cardiovascular 
specialists close to home. From prevention and diagnosis to 
treatment and follow-up care, we’re caring for hearts all across 
Central Texas.

For appointments, please call the clinic nearest you. Chances are, 
we’re just around the corner.

CARING FOR THE 
HEART OF TEXAS

L E A D E R S  AT  H E A R T
SetonHeart.com
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Su nS etS      R e f l ec t i o n      S m i l eS      co n n ec t i o nS

Summer Escape Package
from $179*

experience life At the lAke
512-261-6600 • LakewayResortandSpa.com

101 Lakeway Dr., Austin, TX 78734

ESCAPE your way. 

A practical, no-frills building just 
off Toll 130 houses one of Pfluger-
ville’s unique businesses: Spirit of 

Texas distillery. 
Founded in 2010 by Brad Haden, Jason 

Malik and Shaun Siems, Spirit of Texas 
is Pflugerville’s first, and currently only, 
distillery. The product is one connoisseurs 
and casual drinkers alike may already be 
familiar with, Pecan Street Rum. 

“Rum’s always been one of my favorite 
drinks,” said Siems, vice president of oper-
ations. “Every time I smelled it, I had the 
sense of it smelling like a pecan pie. When 
we were making one of our first batches, 
we thought, ‘What if we tried to put pecans 
in there and let them age with it?’ It turned 
out to be phenomenal.” 

This kind of “what if” thinking epito-
mizes the company’s beginnings. Haden, 
Malik and Siems, longtime co-workers, 
often discussed starting their own busi-
ness. What began as discussions about 
opening a brewery evolved into producing 
whiskey and, eventually, making rum. 

“People aren’t used to a nice, quickly 
aged rum,” said Haden, president and head 
distiller. “We can do it and surprise people. 
With whiskey, if it’s fresh and it’s new 
and not aged a long time, they’re going to 
discount it. So we went with a product we 
could do.”

The three brought complementary 
backgrounds to the business: Haden, who 
possesses a chemical engineering degree, 
had also been home-brewing beer for 10 
years; Malik, vice president of marketing, 
holds a mechanical engineering degree 
and an MBA; Siems adds a second business 
degree to the mix.

It is Haden himself who hand-pours 280 

From left: Shaun Siems, Brad Haden and Jason Malik created Spirit of Texas, Pflugerville’s only distillery.

pounds of molasses for each batch of Pecan 
Street Rum. At any given time, the lid of 
one of the distillery’s many drums can be 
lifted to see and smell the rich, dark mix-
ture fermenting. After about two weeks, 
the molasses ferments to about 11 percent 
alcohol, at which point distillation begins.  

“Our first run took 19 hours to get half 
of what we get now in 10 hours,” Haden 
said. “It took a lot of experimenting, but 
we’ve optimized the process.”

Despite the learning curve, the dis-
tillery’s growth has been strong. In six 
months, the business has sold more 
than 5,000 bottles of Pecan Street Rum. 
Monthly sales have jumped from seven 
cases to 70 cases. 

The founders attribute much of this suc-
cess to their distributor, Blu’s Wholesale 
Liquors. Blu’s has placed Pecan Street Rum 
in 77 stores—including Spec’s and Twin 
Liquors—in 12 cities throughout Texas. 
The rum is also on many local restaurants’ 
lists; Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse, Vince 
Young Steakhouse, Opal Divine’s and Jack 
Allen’s Kitchen have all incorporated it 
into their cocktail menus. Most recently, 
the W Hotel asked Spirit of Texas to create 
50-ml bottles for inclusion in mini bars. 

This, the trio said, gives them excitement 
for the future.

“In the next year or so, we’re looking at 
building a state-of-the-art distillery,” Siems 
said. “We would be able to offer tastings 
and tours. It’d be more of a showpiece and 
allow us to keep expanding.”

Spirit of Texas LLC
1715 Dalshank St., Ste. A
Pflugerville
info@spiritoftx.com
www.spiritoftx.com

By Katie Gutierrez Painter

Spirit of Texas
For three friends, Pflugerville’s first distillery is 
an entrepreneurial dream come true 

BUSINESS

Rowe Ln.
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Austin’s Original All Inclusive 
Golf Experince!

Includes Green Fee, Cart, 
Range Balls and Complimentary 

Hot Breakfast & Lunch Bu� ets 
starting as low as $38!

For Reservations Call: 
512-252-Golf (4653) 

or book online at 
www.Starranchgolf.com

All-Inclusive 

Golf Package 

Starts at $38!

Located just north of Austin
2500 FM 685 • Hutto, TX 78634 - Toll 130
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isit our website for specials!ppppppppppp

Dr. Nancy Guenthner, Developmental Optometrist
7700 Cat Hollow Drive, Suite 105 
Round Rock, TX 78681
512.501.2100 • www.aspirevisioncare.com

Call today to schedule an appointment! 

I-35

45

Cat Hollow

O’ConnorGreat Oaks
620

www.aspirevisioncare.com
Boating, golfi ng, enjoying the Texas sun this summer? 
Don’t forget to protect your eyes and vision with high quality sunwear!

Check out our updated selection of sunglasses. 

•  Family Oriented
• Friendly & Caring Staff
•  Advanced Technology

•  Digital X-Rays
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Options

$89 
New Patient 

Exam, Cleaning, 
X-rays

($275 value)
Coupon required. 

Not valid wth dental 
insurance. EXPIRES 8/2011.

12400 N. IH-35, Ste 131 • Austin, TX 78753 • TechRidgeDental.com

35
W. Parmer Ln.
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•  Most Insurances Accepted
• Extended Hours
• WiF i Internet Access

• Beverage Station
• TVs Above Dental Chairs
• V ideo Games for Kids

Sean H Ma, DDS and Minhha N Ma, DDS

Grand 

Opening!

512-821-2394
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DINING

Caffé Panini
Couple brings Italian-style sandwiches in Round Rock 

M ara Cardenas remembers walking 
through the streets of her grand-
parents’ hometown in Brazil, the 

smell of the nearby coffee factory permeat-
ing the neighborhood. The Miami native 
said coffee is a staple at her home.

“I grew up drinking it as a kid,” she said. 
“My parents have to have it all day long.”

When Cardenas and her husband, Rob-
ert, bought a former bookstore building at 
1105 S. Mays St. in 2006, they considered 
putting in a coffee shop next to the insur-
ance office and defensive driving school 
they also own in the building.

“We spoke with a consultant and he said, 
‘A coffee shop may work here, but a lunch 
venue will do great,’” she said.

After doing some research, the couple 
decided to serve gourmet coffees and 
press-grilled Italian sandwiches called 
paninis. The Cardenases brought in their 
nephew Eduardo Sandoval to help develop 
the menu.

Sandoval worked in New York in the 
kitchen at Tribeca Grill. Cardenas said 
Sandoval created about 20 sandwiches, and 
then family and friends tested and nar-
rowed the menu down to nine favorites. 

“We wanted to keep things simple and 
quick, but with a gourmet spin to it,” Mara 
Cardenas said.

Caffé Panini opened in the spring of 
2007. Cardenas said his nephew insisted on 
quality ingredients for the paninis.

“He said, ‘Do me one favor—don’t ever 
cut costs on the food,’” Robert Cardenas 
said.

A local bakery bakes the focaccia bread, 

a type of flat Italian bread, fresh each day, 
and the chef at Caffé Panini makes the 
spreads for the sandwiches from scratch 
every morning.

Mara Cardenas said the Famous Turkey 
Chipotle ($7.49) is their No. 1 seller. The 
sandwich comes with pasta and/or chips 
and is layered with applewood bacon, Swiss 
cheese, tomatoes and spicy chipotle sauce.

In addition to hot sandwiches, Caffé 
Panini has a couple of cold sandwiches on 
the menu. Mara Cardenas said the Turkey 
Cran ($7.49) is “Thanksgiving flavor in 
a sandwich” and has turkey, provolone 
cheese, tomatoes, cranberry chutney, 
a spring lettuce mix and a mayonnaise 
spread. The sandwich also comes with 
pasta salad and/or chips.

She said the pasta salad has a special 
sauce that includes artichokes, pepperoni 
and diced tomatoes.

“We’ve had pregnant ladies drive across 
town to buy the pasta salad because they 
crave it,” she said.

Mara Cardenas said the restaurant has 
a coffee shop theme that carries into the 
decor—the walls are warm coffee brown, 
green and little hint of The University of 
Texas orange, her alma mater.

Caffé Panini opens at 10 a.m. and also 
serves coffee that is roasted at Texas Coffee 
Traders in Austin. 

Cardenas said there may be Caffé Pani-
nis cropping up in Austin in the future.

“We plan to perfect what we have in 
Round Rock,” she said. “We want to get 
to the point where we feel comfortable 
enough to open in Austin.”

By Samantha Bryant

Eduardo “Eddie” Sandoval helped create the menu 
at Caffé Panini. Sandoval is the Cardenas’ nephew 
and worked as a chef in New york. 

Caffé Panini serves its sandwiches on focaccia 
bread, a type of Italian flat bread, baked locally.

Gattis School Rd.

S
. M

ays S
t.

35

Robert and Mara Cardenas (pictured) opened Caffé Panini in the spring of 2007. The couple said they 
chose the panini, an Italian-style sandwich, because they thought it would be a unique option for the area.

Customer comments
“I just love the atmosphere here and the 
food is great,” said Kelli Conlan, a Round 
Rock resident who said she likes the 
Classic Italian panini.

“We try to come on a regular basis,” Phyllis 
Sample said. “The atmosphere is good.”

“Everything is good, but we really enjoy the 
pasta salad,” Whitney Carpar said. 

“It’s different than a fast-food atmosphere,” 
said Cassie Dean, explaining she likes the 
coffee shop feel of Caffé Panini.

Funny Bone Schools  
of Defensive Driving
Robert and Mara Cardenas also own 
Funny Bone Schools of Defensive Driving 
locations in central, south and northwest 
Austin as well as the school in Round Rock 
next door to Caffé Panini at 1105 S. Mays 
St., Ste. 200.

Cardenas said comedians and entertainers 
teach the state-approved course so that it 
is fun and entertaining.

“They make the time go by as quickly as 
possible,” she said.

The course costs $35 and is good for ticket 
dismissal and insurance discounts. There is 
also free pizza.

255-8515, www.funnyboneschools.com

Caffé Panini
1105 S. Mays St., Ste. 300 
Round Rock
617-3029
www.caffepaninitx.com
Mon.–Fri. 10:30 a.m.–3 p.m.
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Cedar Park • Round Rock

Texas fresh and local produce, 
pastured farm eggs, meats, cheese, 
Texas gulf seafood, fabulous 
prepared foods and live, local music! 

NEW ROUND ROCK 
WEDNESDAY MARKET 
Year Round  •  4-8pm
Dell Diamond parking lot
(north of Salt Lick)
RoundRockFarmersMarket.org

CEDAR PARK FARMS 2 MARKET
Saturdays • 9am-1pm
Lakeline Mall Parking Lot
(behind Sears & Dillard’s)
CedarParkFarmersMarket.org

f2m.Texas@gmail.com

Offer valid through June 19, 2011, at participating DQ restaurants. DQ and the ellipse shaped logo are trademarks of Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN 
® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2011. © 2011 Great Lakes Dairy Queen Owners  Marketing Group, L.C.C., All Rights Reserved.
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Relief from: Back Pain • Head and Neck Pain • Sciatica
Herniated Disc, Sports Injuries • Joint Pain • Cancer Pain  

 

Pelvic Pain • Chest Pain • All Types of Pain

board certified anesthesiologists
fellowship trained in pain managament

   Four locatioNs For your coNveNieNce

Austin • South Austin • Georgetown • Bastrop
512-485-7200

painspecialistsofaustin.com

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGEMENT

Relief from: 
Back Pain

Head and Neck Pain
  Sciatica 

Herniated Disc  
Sports Injuries

Joint Pain
Cancer Pain
Pelvic Pain
Chest Pain

All Types of Pain

Relief from: Back Pain • Head and Neck Pain • Sciatica
Herniated Disc, Sports Injuries • Joint Pain • Cancer Pain  

 

Pelvic Pain • Chest Pain • All Types of Pain

board certified anesthesiologists
fellowship trained in pain managament

   Four locatioNs For your coNveNieNce

Austin • South Austin • Georgetown • Bastrop
512-485-7200

painspecialistsofaustin.com

• State-of-the-Art Facility
• Digital X-Rays
• Most Insurance Plans 

Accepted
• Hablamos Español

• Movie Theater for Kids
• Video Games
• Play Area
• No Cavity Dental Awards
• WIFI Access

Tune to Central Texas On Demand Channel 1400 and 
watch Paws On Demand. Time Warner Cable will 
donate $1* to the Humane Society of Williamson 
County for every view during the month of June.

 *Time Warner Cable will donate up to $3,000 to the Humane Society of Williamson County.

Help homeless pets 
from the comfort of 
your living room

w w w. R L C o m m u n i t i e s . c o m

If you’re looking to retire in a setting where you can � nd luxury, excitement, independence, 
security, and convenience all in a place that you can call home, look no further. 

1950 South A.W. Grimes Blvd • Round Rock, TX 78664

 • No entrance fee & no  
 lease!
 • Weekly Housekeeping
 • Live-in Managers 
 • Fitness Center
 • On-Site Bank/ Gift  

 shop
 • 24-hour Concierge

 • Library
 • Theater
 • Scheduled Transportation
 • Personal Emergency   

 System
 • Pet Friendly
 • Salon & Barber Shop
 • Non-Smoking

Provident Crossings
(512) 671-7771

Lakeline Oaks 
(512) 331-4100 

* Provident Crossings only

1905 South Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613

Lakeline Oaks
1905 S. Lakeline Blvd.

Provident Crossings
195 S. A.W. Grimes Blvd.
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Lakeline Blvd.

1
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TOLL

 • Valet Service
 •  All Utilities
 • Local phone and 

 internet*
 • Delicious Meals  &

 Resort Style Dining
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PEOPLE

Brad Marshall
Pflugerville’s newest city councilman
By Blake Rasmussen 

Throughout the course of election night, homebuilder and 10-year resident Brad Mar-
shall, one of three candidates vying for Pflugerville City Council Place 2, kept expressing 
the same sentiment every time vote totals were updated and his lead held strong: surprise.

Surprise that he was not headed for a run-off. Surprise that he received more than triple 
the next candidate’s number of votes. Surprise that he nabbed nearly 70 percent of the 427 
votes cast.

But maybe he should not have been. As the owner and CEO of apeiron, a builders 
group formerly located in Pflugerville, and a member of the city’s finance and budget 
committee—not to mention his ubiquitous campaign signs throughout the city—Mar-
shall had the highest profile of the three candidates.

Two days after the May 14 election, Marshall sat down with Community Impact News-
paper to discuss his goals, the city’s issues and the learning curve he thinks he will face.

What’s step one for new councilman  
Brad Marshall?

 There’s going to be a learning curve. 
… It’s education time for me, and I don’t 
think that I should assume that I know 
what I should be doing and saying. I 
probably should keep my mouth shut for a 
while and soak it all in. 

What do you see as the big issues in 
Pflugerville right now?

I’m not going to probably deviate 
from what I decided to run on, which 
was Pflugerville has traditionally higher 
property taxes than we would like to see. 
In my discussions with people in the real 

estate market, homeowners tend to weigh 
Pflugerville’s property taxes heavily on 
their decision to move to Pflugerville or 
not.

And while that’s another thing, I under-
stand why historically our property taxes 
have been higher: because we haven’t had 
the benefit of a large commercial sales tax 
opportunity. Pflugerville is—people call it 
a bedroom community. That’s probably an 
understatement. There’s a lot of people that 
live in Pflugerville that don’t necessarily 
work here. That’s starting to change with 
state highway [Toll] 45 and [Toll] 130 now 
intersecting in Pflugerville. We have what 
I think is a great opportunity to capitalize 

on businesses that see that corridor as an 
opportunity for them, exposure-wise.

What do you want to accomplish over the 
next three years?

I certainly want to see the property tax 
continue to lower. I don’t have a floor that 
it needs to get to, so there’s not a goal. I just 
know that it needs to be lower.

I would like to see a steady increase over 
the next three years of sales tax revenue, 
that more than offsets what our lowering 
property taxes is. ...

Over the next three years, I would 
love—look, there’s going to be a natural 
growth of projects around Stone Hill 

[Town Center]. And there’s going to be 
a natural growth of projects around the 
PCDC property. I don’t see yet a natural 
growth plan in the crystal ball for down-
town. And I would love to see some kind 
of plan that garners a widespread support 
from the business owners downtown, from 
the property owners within Old Town and 
something that everybody can feel strongly 
that it was a win.

Do you favor keeping City Hall downtown?
I do, I do. Yeah, I think honestly City 

Hall is the heartbeat of downtown, and I 
think that if City Hall were to be relocated, 
we lose that heartbeat.
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All Year round is perfect for the outdoor chef in you! 
Come see the latest selections of Firemagic Grills 

and Accessories, Natural Gas or LP.

Choose from our upscale durable outdoor lines of patio 
furniture, guaranteed to make Outdoor Living Better!
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Brian Ernest Named Kelly Lane Middle School Principal
Brian Ernest has been named principal at Kelly Lane Middle School.  
Ernest is currently principal at Murchison Elementary.

“Brian is a skilled leader and is well-respected for his ability to  
ensure students reach their potential,” Superintendent of Schools  
Charles Dupre said. “We know the students at Kelly Lane will continue 

to flourish under his direction, and we are confident the District will find a strong principal 
to lead Murchison Elementary.”

Ernest will begin as KLMS principal this summer. The search for a new Murchison  
Elementary Principal will begin immediately. 

“I feel incredibly fortunate to have been afforded the opportunity to be a Mustang and I 
am blessed to have been offered this opportunity at Kelly Lane. As we finish the school 
year, my focus will be on the students and staff of Murchison Elementary,” Ernest said. 
“At the same time, I am looking forward to a new challenge, and eager to begin building 
relationships with the Kelly Lane community.”

Murchison Elementary received an accountability rating of exemplary or recognized from 
the Texas Education Agency in each year Ernest has been principal, as did Timmerman 
Elementary, where Ernest was principal for five years. 

Monthly Tuition: $195

Principals Appointed at Hendrickson High 
School, Kelly Lane Middle School

School Start and End  
Times Announced
Elementary school classes will run from 7:40 a.m. to 
2:40 p.m. Parents can drop students off beginning 
at 7:10 a.m. and students will be tardy if they are 
not in class by 7:40 a.m. Middle school hours are 
8:25 a.m. to 3:25 p.m. Parents can drop students 
off beginning at 7:55 a.m., and students should be 
in class by 8:25 a.m. High schools will operate from  
9 a.m. to 4:10 p.m., with classes starting at 9 a.m. 

Please contact your campus with questions.

The PISD Board of Trustees recently passed a motion to  
allow enforcement of traffic laws pertaining to signs on district 
property. PISDPD will begin issuing warnings for on-campus 
sign violations and in the near future citations will be issued 
for violations. Please closely observe posted speed limit signs, 
stop signs, and other traffic signs on all PISD campuses.

Campus Traffic Signs to be Strictly Enforced

Pflugerville Receives $3.6 Million 
Education Jobs Fund Grant
The Pflugerville school district May 9 learned it will 
receive a one-time $3.6 million grant from the Federal 
Education Jobs Fund. Although the grant will provide 
a much-needed infusion of money into PISD’s  
budget, district leaders are proceeding with caution  
as they wait for state legislators to finalize funding  
for public schools. 

“As our community knows, PISD is preparing to re-
duce its budget by as much as $20 million in response 
to the legislature’s drastic under funding of Texas 
public schools,” Superintendent of Schools Charles 
Dupre said. “In order to ensure this one-time infusion 
of money is utilized in the best possible way for our  
district, we will wait to determine its use until we have 
a full understanding of our state funding for the next 
two years. Until then, we will continue our efforts  
to persuade lawmakers to do what’s right for our  
students, and with our planning for next year.”

Dupre believes making a decision before the legisla-
ture finalizes funding could do more harm than good.

“It is crucial for us to have a complete funding picture 
before we can move forward,” Dupre said. “Because 
this is a one-time source of money, careful planning 
must take place as we determine how the district can 
best benefit from its use.”

Read more about these stories and other PISD News at pfisd.net

Devin Padavil Tapped to Lead Hendrickson High School
A familiar face will return to Hendrickson High School in a new role when 
the 2011-12 school year begins. 

Kelly Lane Middle School Principal and former HHS associate principal 
Devin Padavil will be the head Hawk when students start school  
in August. 

“I believe Devin has proven himself to be an outstanding instructional leader, and I know 
HHS will soar under his direction,” Superintendent of Schools Charles Dupre said.

Padavil shared the news with Kelly Lane staff members, students and parents. 

“The Pflugerville district leadership has asked me to lead Hendrickson High School as 
its principal, and after thoughtful consideration, I have accepted this new challenge,”  
Padavil said. 

Under Padavil’s leadership, Kelly Lane showed strong gains in student achievement and 
success, and earned an exemplary or recognized accountability rating each year during 
his tenure.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Sacred Heart Community Clinic
New Round Rock facility serves uninsured for free 

E dna Perez’s story is similar to that of 
many patients at Sacred Heart Com-
munity Clinic. 

In 2008, the Hutto resident and mother 
of two lost her 14-year job at Dell Inc. in 
the midst of a difficult economy. 

Still struggling to get by on temporary 
jobs, Perez said she feels caught in the 
middle—she makes too much money to 
qualify for government aid but still cannot 
afford health insurance.

“So many families are falling through 
the cracks,” said Liz Burton-Garcia, execu-
tive director of Sacred Heart, a free health 
clinic in Round Rock. “They might make 
a little too much to get assistance, but they 
are still struggling to make ends meet.” 

Sacred Heart opened its permanent 
facility May 7, giving uninsured William-
son County residents like Perez access to 
free health care. 

The walk-in clinic, located on the St. 
William Catholic Church campus, is run 
by volunteer staff and treats children and 
adults with general medical problems on 
Tuesday evenings and Saturday mornings.

Burton-Garcia, a 46-year-old Mary 
Kay sales director and former teacher, 

NONPROFIT

By Rebecca LaFlure

Liz Burton-Garcia, executive director, (front, left of center) helped start the Sacred Heart Community Clinic.
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Sacred Heart Community Clinic
Open Tue. 5–8 p.m. and 
Sat. 8 a.m.–noon 
620 Round Rock West Drive
Round Rock
827-7422
www.sacredheartclinic.org
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developed the idea for the clinic after going 
on a series of medical missions to Mexico, 
Guatemala and Honduras. 

In February 2010, she started contacting 
people at her church, area hospitals and 
nonprofits. Almost immediately, people 
began offering their help. 

Former Round Rock Mayor Nyle 
Maxwell and his wife, Nancy, organized a 
fundraising campaign and raised $150,000 
from a single cocktail party fundraiser. 
The nonprofit has since hit its goal of rais-
ing $300,000. Those funds, plus material 
donations, allowed Sacred Heart to pay 
cash for construction of a new building 
and cover one year of operating expenses. 

In November, Sacred Heart began hold-
ing clinics once a month in a temporary 
church building while its permanent facil-
ity was under construction. By the begin-
ning of May, the building was complete.   

In order to receive services, patients’ 
income must be at or below 200 percent 
of federal poverty guidelines, and they 
cannot have health insurance, Medicare, 
Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance 
Program. Round Rock residents receive 
first priority, but all Williamson County 

residents are welcome. 
Sacred Heart is seeking more volunteer 

doctors to work one three-hour shift a 
month. More than 150 people have signed 
up to volunteer in various roles, including 
two who first came in as patients. 

Burton-Garcia said she sees the positive 
response as a sign that the clinic is a much-
needed addition to Round Rock. 

“At our first clinic, we had four people 
who left crying tears of joy. They were 
hugging and thanking us,” Burton-Garcia 
said. “If I could raise $300,000 in 11 
months in this economy, you know there’s 
a need out there.”

Get involved:
Sacred Heart Community Clinic will host its 
first fundraising gala Sept. 17 at 7 p.m. at 
St. William Catholic Church. Call the clinic to 
purchase tickets. 

Lake Pfl ugervill� •18216 Weis� Lan�

Jun� 10 - Inside Out Steelband
Jun� 24 - Mike Milligan and the Altar Boyz
Jul� 8 - The Invincible Czars
July 22 - The Rust Tones
Augus� 5 - The Emerson Biggins Band

Saturday, July 2

7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
www.cityofpflugerville.com/musicinthepark

Pfluger Park • 515 City Park Road

Shuttles begin 4 p.m.  Hendrickson High School to North 
Lake Shore and Pflugerville High School to South Shore.

www.cityofpflugerville.com/pfirecracker

y, y

Pfl ugervill�’� Pfi recracker Pfestiva�

Pfl ugervill�’� Musi� i� th� Par�

8:30 p.m. - Austin Civic Wind Ensemble
9:15 p.m. - Fireworks “weather permitting”

9:30 p.m. - 11 p.m.  Two Tons of Steel
11:30 p.m. - Last shuttle leaves lake 
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PISD and RISD hold annual 
education foundation galas
PSID Education Foundation’s 
‘Evening of Stars’ gala

The Plugerville Education Foundation’s 
“Evening of Stars” was April 9 at the Wes-
tin Austin at The Domain. The evening 
consisted of a silent auction, jewelry raffle, 
dinner and entertainment by the Rockafel-
las.

Five PISD alumni were recognized for 
impacting their community.

Pedram Fatehi was named the Ris-
ing Star honoree, while the Achievement 
recipient was Stephanie Lynn Koury.
Frances Laurence Oliver was recognized 
as the Community Service honoree, and 
Harry Dearing was named the Innovation 
honoree. The Leadership award was given 
to Lt. Col. Justin Hoffman, commander of 
the United States Air Force’s 34th Special 
Operations Squadron.

The “Evening of Stars” gala helped the 
PISD Education Foundation raise funds 
that were added to the $237,000 the foun-
dation has already contributed to PISD 
schools since its official launch in 2006.  

For more information, visit  
www.pflugervilleisd.net/ 
educationfoundation.

EDUCATION

By Stephanie DeHondt

Round Rock Education Foundation 
‘A Grande Safari Adventure’ gala

April was an eventful month for the 
Round Rock Education Foundation. Not 
only did the foundation launch its annual 
campaign to fund school supplies for low-
income students, but it also held its yearly 
fundraising gala. This year’s theme was “A 
Grande Safari Adventure.”

The foundation’s gala was April 29 at the 
Westin Austin at The Domain. The eve-
ning began with a cocktail reception and 
silent auction, followed by dinner, dancing 
and a live auction. Additionally, there was 
a guest-interaction drum performance by 
Drum Cafe. 

Last year’s teachers of the year, Walter 
Lee of McNeil High School and Rachael 
Brunson from Great Oaks Elementary, 
were recognized for their demonstration of 
leadership and teaching qualities and for 
being named 2011 Region XIII Teachers of 
the Year.

The gala brought in $210,100 through 
event sponsorships and auction items.

For more information, visit  
www.roundrockisd.org/ 
educationfoundation.

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
 Family Medicine • Phone: (512) 324-4813
 Cardiovascular Care • Phone: (512) 324-4812
 301 Seton Parkway, Suite 302
 Round Rock, TX 78665

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek
 Internal Medicine Adults Only
 4112 Links Lane, Suite 200
 Round Rock, TX 78664  •  Phone: (512) 324-4870

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
 Family Medicine •  Phone: (512) 324-4875 
 Cardiovascular Care • Phone: (512) 324-4812
 1512 Town Center Drive, Suite 100
 Pflugerville, TX 78660 

Seton Care For Your Entire Family
As the leading provider of health care services in Central Texas, the Seton Family 
of Hospitals is proud to offer a full continuum of care for your family. Our primary 
care clinics provide a wide range of medical services to improve the health and 
wellness of infants, children and adults:

• Primary family care
• Physicals and sports exams 
• Well-woman annual exams
• Diabetes care and prevention

• Blood pressure and cholesterol 
management

• Minor emergencies
• Disease management

Three Convenient Locations In Round Rock & Pflugerville

RR 1431 University Blvd.

Hwy 79

Gattis School Rd.

I-
35 13

0

Texas 45 Toll

Chandler Rd.

To 
Georgetown

To Austin

To Hutto

1

2

3

For more information, please visit SetonFamilyofDoctors.com.

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

Join us for sports physicals!
Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
Saturday, June 18th, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 13th, 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Cost: $25, All ages welcome.

For more information and directions, 
please call (512) 324-4813.

PISD and RRISD 
named their 
teachers of the year 
for each school in 
their district at their 
respective education 
foundation galas. 

Vicki Adair
Virginia Avalos
Helen Barczi
Derenda Bradford
Erica Crowder*
Ely Flores
Autumn Hendrickson
Glenda Hickman
Sarah Isenhower
Michael Johnston
Lisa Kelso
Lee LaValle
Jennifer MacAllister
Becky Mazyrack
Rena McElroy
Michelle Montalvo
Jim Newman
Julie O’Neill
Tracy Palmer
Humberto Perez**
Christina Ramirez
Dixie Ross**
Kelly Taylor
Ana Torres-Gonzales
Nicole Urbach
Nima Valles
Rebecca Wang

Deandra Wright

Rookie Teachers of the Year:
Amanda Hernandez
Cliff Sims

PISD Campus Teachers of the Year A+

Adrienne Alsbrooks        Tiffany Asha        David Baceski        Carly Barnes        Tammy Brinkley  Mark Calima        Lisa Clarke        Monica Collins        Cynthia Diaz DeLeon        Rachelle DiCarlo        Jackie Dielmann        Laura Duckworth        Lisa Dukes        Mandy Felderhoff        Sherry Griffin        Robbie Gomez        Judy Gromer        Laurie Hamlin        Vickie Harvey        Shawna Henderson        Deborah Hernsberger        Synthia Hutchens        Pam Jackson        Traci Keffales        

Kara Loffelmacher        Carla London        Anne Macharia        Jacob Mankovsky        Amanda Matthews        David McConnell        Teresa Milliger        Etta Moton        Michael Ota        Erika Pierson*        Paul Price        Jennifer Rhea        Gigi Schoener        Megan Stanley        Amy Stearns        Tracy StephensStephanie Stoebe**        Tracey Thanky        Minerva Villarreal        Suzanne West        Tina West        Lisa Windolph        Kathy Williams        

RRISD Campus Teachers of the Year
100%:)

Sources: PISD, RRISD

* Elementary District 
Teacher of the Year
** Secondary District 
Teacher of the Year
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CORRIDOR

South Mays Street, from Logan Street to Hesters Crossing Road

The area around Mays Street south of 
downtown Round Rock is a mix of the old 
and the new. Featuring long-standing, 
locally owned businesses as well as new 
and major retailers, Mays Street offers 
a variety of products and services, from 
dining to puppies to child care.

Business

1  Animal Care Clinic, 1401 S. I-35, 
Ste. 11, serves small animals and exotic 
pets six days a week. The clinic is closed 
Sundays, but open at 6:30 a.m. on 
weekdays and 8 a.m. on Saturdays.  
388-2222,  
www.animalcareclinicroundrock.com

2  The Antique Gallery of Round 
Rock, 1601 S. I-35, Ste. 400, is a 
30,000-squre-foot antique mall with 
about 100 vendors selling items such as 
furniture, clocks, books, glassware and 
jewelry. 218-4290, 
www.antiquegalleryroundrock.com

Compiled by Blake Rasmussen

3  Champion’s Way Tae Kwon 
Do opened April 2 when Chris and 
Stephanie Miller decided to open their 
own school. Champion’s Way, 1401 S. 
I-35, Ste. 210, offers tae kwon do for 
ages 4 years and older, and jiu jitsu 
classes for ages 9 years and older. The 
first tryout class is always free, and 
Champion’s also hosts birthdays and 
summer camps. 671-7600,  
www.championswaytkd.com

4  Funny Bone Defensive Driving, 
1105 S. Mays St., Ste. 200, offers 
defensive driving for ticket dismissal 
and insurance discounts taught by a 
comedian. The six-hour course is a mix 
of videos and lecture, and costs $35. 
The school has four locations in and 
around Austin. 255-8515,  
www.funnyboneschools.com

5  Kaleidoscope Toys, 1601 S. I-35, 
Ste. 325, has been a Round Rock staple 
for 21 years. Owned by Terry Myers, 

Kaleidoscope Toys holds a variety of 
special events. This summer, the shop 
hosts “kidtivities” on Tuesdays through 
July at 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Every 
Friday at 6:30 p.m. during the summer, 
the store also holds Friday Family 
Fun Night, in which local entertainers 
perform for families. Admission is one 
food item per person to be donated to 
the Round Rock Serving Center.  
388-5048, www.kstoy.com

6  La Michoacana Meat Market 
Taqueria opened in March at 1080 S. 
Mays St., Round Rock. The grocery 
store focuses on selling quality meats, 
vegetables and other products.  
www.lamichoacanameatmarket.com

7  Partners Pet Center, 1701 S. Mays 
St., Ste. Q, sells animals of all kinds, 
from puppies and reptiles to birds and 
other small animals. Owner Adam Wiste 
purchased the pet store in 1999, though 
it has been in business since 1989. Wiste 
said the store sells purebred puppies 
that do not come from puppy mills.  
255-3351, www.partnerspetshop.com

8  Rogue’s Gallery Comics & Games 
sells comic books and games and 
provides play space for a number of 
different games and tournaments. The 
store also hosts events like comic book 
signings. Located at 1601 S. I-35, Ste. 
360, since 2003, Rogue’s Gallery was 
renamed in 2007 after it came under new 
ownership. 279-8888,  
www.roguesgallerytx.com

Education

9  Little Miracles Christian Pre-
School offers child care for children 
ages 6 weeks to 6 years old. Located 
at 750 S. Mays Street, the preschool 
accepts enrollment year-round.  
733-5439

10  Generations Child Development 
Center, 1101 S. Mays St., provides a 
structured curriculum based on Round 
Rock ISD’s for children ages 6 weeks 
to 12 years old, operating from 6:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and enrolling year-round. 
Generations also offers a summer camp 
for school-age children. 255-4830

Recreation

11  Buck Egger Park, located at 900 
S. Mays St., is a community park with a 
playscape and a practice soccer field. 
The park was renovated in 2005 as part 
of a group of projects intended to make 
parks safer and more attractive. The 
$113,000 renovation was paid for with a 
Community Development Block Grant.

Dining

12  Gino’s Italian Restaurant, 1701 S. 
Mays St., was opened in 1993 by Angelo 
“Gino” Minardi and serves a number 
of Italian favorites Minardi said he 
remembers from his homeland.  
218-9922, http://ginosroundrock.net

13  Juarez Restaurant and Bakery, 1701 
S. Mays St., Ste. P, was opened by the 
Juarez family, originally from Guanajuato, 
Mexico, in 1993. The bakery serves dishes 
from family recipes and handmade bakery 
items. The restaurant and bakery recently 
expanded its space. 255-6262,  
www.juarezrestaurantbakery.com 

14  Smokey Mo’s BBQ has 11 locations 
in Central Texas. The Round Rock 
restaurant, 1601 S. I-35, Ste. 320, opened 
a little more than a year after the original 
Smokey Mo’s in Cedar Park. All locations 
now serve breakfast on Sundays and have 
breakfast tacos daily from 7–10 a.m. 
828-4050, www.smokeymosbbq.com
This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.
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TRINITY 
CARE CENTER 

SHORT TERM REHABILITATION
SKILLED NURSING • LONG TERM CARE

Since 1929

1000 E. Main Ave.
Round Rock, TX 78664

512-634-3003

Less than 3 miles east of Round Rock Hospital

I-35

Main Ave.

M
ays S

t.

620

H

At Texas Oncology, our team works side-by-side with your primary care  

doctor to coordinate treatment and make sure you have access to the latest 

cancer-fighting technology—so you can fight cancer and stay close to home.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Killeen • Kyle 

Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville

YEARS

CELEBRATING

F I G H T
L U N G
CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)  •  www.TexasOncology.com/Austin 

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

Austin
Clinical Education Center 
at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 
Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized 

centers of expertise in one place: The Plastic Surgery, Breast, Hand, Wound Care, and Advanced Facial 

Surgery Centers. 

  

The specialists of the PLASTIC SURGERY CENTER offer a full range of body contouring, breast 

enhancement and non-invasive cosmetic procedures. Let our plastic surgeons help you decide 

the right treatments to bring out your best self this summer.

To schedule a consultation, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

Reveal the beauty within.
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Impacts

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Coming Soon
Cedar Park Offering a blend 
of coaching, training and retail 
sales of running equipment 
and gear, Rogue Running will 
open its second Austin-area 
store in June. Located at 2800 
Whitestone Blvd., the company 
is owned locally by Steve Sisson 
and Ruth England. The origi-
nal store opened four years ago 
in Austin. Open Mon.–Fri.  
10 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.– 
5 p.m., Sun. noon–5 p.m. 
www.roguerunning.com 

Taylor Marketplace Taylor 
opened for business the week-
end of April 29. Located in 
the former Walmart building 
at 2705 N. Main St., Market-
place Taylor offers space for 
arts and crafts and produce 
vendors. The marketplace is 
owned by Marketplace Austin 
LTD, which has two locations 
in Austin. Marketplace Taylor 
is open on Saturdays and 
Sundays starting at 9 a.m. The 
Taylor Farmers Market will 
be held in the parking lot on 
Mondays. 584-4568,  
www.marketplaceaustin.com

Hutto New nonprofit orga-
nization the Hutto Central 
Resource Center held its first 
meeting Feb. 7. The HCRC 
combines the efforts of 
churches, civic groups, service 
organizations, businesses, 
HCRC staff and volunteers to 
offer a data system of commu-
nity resources available to help 
people in need in Hutto and 
eastern Williamson County. 
Plans include adding an aca-
demic tutoring service. 
www.huttocrc.org

ken’z Guitars 
705 S. Main St., Georgetown 
869-8064 
www.kenzguitars.net

uchiko 
4200 N. Lamar Blvd. 
916-4808 
 www.uchiaustin.com/uchiko

Austin Sushi is not just a piece of 
fish and rice at Uchiko. For own-
ers Daryl Kunik and Tyson Cole, 
it is a combination of traditional 
Japanese and urban American 
flavors. It is also what lures diners 
in to try the restaurant, which 
opened in summer 2010.

Uchiko, Japanese for “son of 
Uchi,” is the companion res-
taurant to South Austin’s Uchi 
restaurant, which opened in 2003. 
Together, Kunik and Cole say 
they run both restaurants that are 
somewhat similar, yet somewhat 
different.

“There are about eight or nine 
dishes from Uchi on our menu,” 
Cole said. “But our daily menus 
here are specially created at sepa-
rate places, on their own.”

“The experience here is 
completely different from Uchi, 
but the food hopefully harkens 
back to their similarities, dining 
experiences and the same style of 
service,” he said.
Full story by Andrea Leptinsky at
more.impactnews.com/12255

Lengthy practice can delay construction

Musician strikes a chord with his customers

‘Son of Uchi’ aiming to stand on its own
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Austin Williamson County 
commissioners are trying to 
speed up the environmental 
review process for road projects 
receiving state or federal funds 
by seeking legislation that would 
create deadlines for the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
part of the process.

Because of their complex-
ity and the number of laws and 
regulations that rule the process, 
environmental reviews can often 

Georgetown A trip to Ken’z 
Guitars is usually filled with 
music and laughter, owner Ken 
Covington says. Beyond offering 

mean project delays for cities and 
counties. 

“The current process is 
broken,” said Valerie Covey, 
Williamson County Precinct 3 
commissioner, whose precinct 
includes the Hwy. 195 project. 
“It’s broken because it takes too 
long, and it is costing so many 
more dollars than are necessary 
to accomplish the goal.”

On March 31, the Texas Senate 
approved Senate Bill 548, which 
would establish timelines for each 
part of the review process.

Written by Sens. Robert 
Nichols, Wendy Davis and Kirk 
Watson and co-authored by 
Jeff Wentworth, the bill also 
allows local governments to hire 
consultants when TxDOT staff 
are not available and establishes 
standards for handling the envi-
ronmental review document that 
“increase efficiency, minimize 
delays, and encourage collabora-
tion and cooperation by TxDOT 
with a local government sponsor.”
Full story by Beth Wade at
more.impactnews.com/12561

a wide selection of 
guitars, equipment and 
music, Covington’s first 
priority is putting a 
smile on his customers’ 
faces.

“My favorite part of 
my business is probably 
joking with my custom-
ers,” Covington said. 

“That’s kind of my trademark—
teasing customers. Probably even 
above that is being told that they 
are glad I’m here, and that we’ve 
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given good service.”
Covington opened his busi-

ness in 2003, selling used 
guitars inside Georgetown Music 
Academy, where he worked as an 
instructor giving guitar lessons.

The shop stocks acoustic and 
electric guitars, basses, banjos, 
mandolins, ukuleles and digital 
pianos and keyboards, as well as 
the accessories. Covington also 
offers some consignment, repairs 
and band and orchestra instru-
ment rental.

While Covington is sharing his 
own story through his music, he 
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7th St.
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A
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Courthouse

enjoys getting to know his cus-
tomers and learning a little from 
them as well, he said.
Full story by Beth Wade at
more.impactnews.com/12551
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REAL ESTATE

Ryan’s Crossing
Round Rock—78665

Build-out year: 2004

Builders: D.R. Horton

Number of homes: 567

Square footage: 1,339–3,138

Home values: $137,471–$197,488

HOA dues (estimated): mandatory $33 per 
month

Amenities: Pool, playground

Nearby attractions: The Dell Diamond, Old 
Settlers Park, Rock’N River Family Aquatic 
Center

Property taxes:

City of Round Rock 0.417280 
Williamson County 0.459999 
Austin Community College 0.095100 
Williamson County FM/RD 0.030000 
Round Rock ISD 1.380000 
Upper Brushy Creek WC&ID 1A 0.020000

Total (per $100 value) _____________2.402379

Schools:

• Double File Trail Elementary
• Hernandez Middle School
• Stony Point High School

3422 Yogi Berra Way $179,900
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,422 sq. ft.
Agent: Tracie Johnson
917-7823

3813 Willie Mays Lane $172,900
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,236 sq. ft.
Agent: Monica Nelson
563-3589

1500 Mickey Mantle Place $155,000
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,194 sq. ft.
Agent: Cathy Wallace
921-4150

1506 Campanella Cove $149,700
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,673 sq. ft.
Agent: Kevin Dewitt Elliott
347-7740 x204

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams 
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com
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No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

16 5 55

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

36 1,459/2,995 $110,000/$199,000

On the market  (As of May 18, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (May 18, 2010–May 18, 2011)

Old Settlers Park

Dale W. Tope, L.Ac.

15901 Central Commerce Dr., Suite 102
Pfl ugerville, TX 78660

512-494-4050
www.pfl ugervilleacupuncture.com

Women’s Health
• PMS, Painful Periods
• Menopause Symptoms

Stroke Recovery

Accident/Injury Recovery

Bell’s Palsy

Conditions We Treat: Chronic Conditions
• Arthritis
• Back and Knee Pain
• Thyroid Conditions
• Hypertension
• Migraine Headaches
• Chronic Fatigue
• Fibromyalgia

Skin Conditions
• Acne
• Psoriasis/Eczema

Gastrointestinal
• IBS/Crohn’s Disease

And many more… 
visit our website for details

n Conditions

New student registration 

starts June 13

Austin Community College
Community Impact 
4.9167x2.94 CMYK
Runs May & June

austincc.edu/apply

Don’t leave your future to chance.

Fall registration starts soon so take control of your future.

Registering for college takes time. Apply today. 
Classes begin August 22.
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78660 Pflugerville Bohls Place 108 Honeysuckle Lane 4br/2ba $159,500 1,840 Tracie Johnson 917-7823 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Bohls Place 1211 Canna Lily Lane 4br/2ba $164,900 2,127 Brian Martin 638-5885 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Bohls Place 1511 Dahlia Court 4br/2ba $180,000 2,277 Daniel Wilson 801-7718 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Brookfield Estates 705 Sweet Leaf 3br/2ba $139,900 1,346 Mary Witt 217-2155 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78660 Pflugerville Brookfield, Gaston-Sheldon 15116 Valerian Tea 3br/2ba $131,500 1,346 Gerri Misko 426-2814 Prudential Texas Realty

78660 Pflugerville Cantarra 3413 Bach Drive 4br/2ba $160,465 1,625 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Gaston-Sheldon 15100 Hyson Crossing 3br/2ba $135,000 1,355 Jeff Gifford 775-1797 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Gaston-Sheldon 925 Peppermint Trail 3br/2ba $130,000 1,355 Tom Amiss 442-8581 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Greenridge 709 Boone Valley Drive 4br/2ba $212,220 2,903 Daniel Wilson 801-7718 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 17606 Wiseman Drive 3br/2ba $128,900 1,485 Trisha Johnson 796-2733 Sellstate Classic Realty

78660 Pflugerville Highland Park 808 Craters of The Moon Blvd. 3br/2ba $179,900 1,346 June Green 966-2225 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78660 Pflugerville Northtown West 13905 Greinert Drive 4br/2ba $139,999 1,231 Bahram Arabpour 797-4838 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville The Park at Blackhawk 20201 Harrier Flight 3br/2ba $193,795 2,515 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville The Park at Blackhawk 20013 Harrier Flight 3br/2ba $178,500 2,063 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville The Park at Blackhawk 3105 Winding Shore 5br/3ba $264,900 3,438 George Johnson 203-2985 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Picadilly Ridge 17348 Manish Drive 3br/2ba $139,900 1,599 Steven Cummings 775-9969 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Picadilly Ridge 17325 Bishopsgate 3br/2ba $159,900 2,046 Stacy Woodson 983-7325 Sellstate Classic Realty

78660 Pflugerville Saxony 502 Cedar Lane 4br/3ba $185,000 2,600 Ryanne Vaughan 619-5034 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Swenson Farm 1200 Swenson Farms Blvd. 4br/2ba $249,900 3,306 Judy Talley 632-6999 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Villiages of Hidden Lake 18509 Blue Pond Drive 4br/2ba $164,900 2,596 Michelle Sheehan 251-4950 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78660 Pflugerville Willow Creek 502 Oak Ridge Drive 4br/2ba $167,750 1,908 Dow Kennedy 267-6302 RE/MAX Capital City II

78660 Pflugerville Windermere 1103 Cresswell Drive 2br/2ba $92,500 1,007 Cynthia Denny 366-2947 Prudential Texas Realty

ZIP code guide
78664 Dell/Gattis School area
78665 University/Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of I-35
78660 Pflugerville
78717 Brushy Creek area

502 Oak Ridge Drive $167,750

17325 Bishopsgate $159,900

15100 Hyson Crossing $135,000

Market Data
On the market  (April 1–30) Monthly home sales

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Round Rock Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

Less than $100,000 53 27 95 60

$100,000–$149,900 230 254 72 66

$150,000–$199,900 264 263 71 83

$200,000–$299,900 416 114 74 74

$300,000–$399,900 177 6 79 150

$400,000–$499,900 47 3 80 69

$500,000–$749,900 20 1 104 22

$750,000–$999,900 - 1 - 215

$1 million + 2 - 33 -

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Round Rock Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

April 2011 177 89 $216,825 $155,899

April 2010 229 131 $215,706 $163,925

March 2011 135 63 $205,039 $149,261

Feb. 2011 94 43 $211,156 $150,444

Jan. 2011 108 45 $229,208 $161,181

Dec. 2010 163 87 $221,812 $158,136

Nov. 2010 128 86 $216,972 $149,874

Oct. 2010 134 65 $210,271 $158,783

Sept. 2010 149 53 $214,094 $156,953
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78664 Round Rock Anderson 510 Lewis St. 3br/1ba $124,900 1,288 Andrew Constancio 784-0852 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78664 Round Rock Cambridge Heights 1523 Van Horn 3br/2ba $151,000 1,826 Karen Staha 217-2435 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78664 Round Rock Cambridge Heights 17709 Quitman Mountain Way 3br/2ba $130,000 1,298 Mitchell Gunter 560-1333 RE/MAX Capital City III

78664 Round Rock Chisholm Crossing 1615 Bayland 5br/2ba $183,950 4,342 James Fisher 947-3818 EXIT-Options Realty

78664 Round Rock Eggers 610 Karolyn Drive 2br/2ba $99,700 2,160 Jerry Castillo 751-0386 RE/MAX Capital City II

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2504 Crenshaw 4br/3ba $314,900 3,940 Jeffrey Walker 947-8836 Prudential Texas Realty

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3913 Blue Monster Cove 4br/2ba $209,900 2,736 Patrick McGinley 784-2142 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Greenridge 4501 Cisco Valley Drive 4br/2ba $213,000 3,743 Heather Witte 671-0421 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Greenridge 304 Boone Valley 5br/3ba $235,000 5,383 Michelle Bretzke 413-3366 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78664 Round Rock Jester Farms 2327 Vernell Way 3br/2ba $138,000 1,734 Robert Fischer 791-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Jester Farms 2213 Ada Lane 3br/2ba $144,900 1,792 Alisha Austin 255-8850 EXIT-Options Realty

78664 Round Rock Oak Bluff Estates 28 Meandering Way 4br/3ba $319,900 3,482 Sydna Hall 218-4343 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 429 Fort Thomas 3br/2ba $139,000 1,593 Margaret Rhein 630-3146 Prudential Texas Realty

78664 Round Rock South Creek 2218 Jasmine Path 2br/2ba $107,000 1,024 David Durham 695-7910 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Southern Terrace 1904 Dixie 2br/1ba $64,900 1,075 Paulette Bostur 751-4567 Prudential Texas Realty

78664 Round Rock Turtle Creek Village 1991 Prairie Rock 3br/2ba $159,750 1,802 Tony Alayon 814-6644 e-Executive Realty

78665 Round Rock Eagle Ridge 1337 Bull Horn 5br/3ba $195,000 3,088 David Raesz 794-6635 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Indian Ridge 3812 Eagles Nest St. 3br/2ba $150,500 1,741 Rita Snyder 468-2867 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 1703 Apache Trail 4br/2ba $143,900 1,983 Howard Nemetsky 415-3050 Sellstate Hill Country

78665 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 1130 Sundrop Place 3br/2ba $149,000 1,810 Julie Ainsworth 826-4841 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 1430 Fort Lloyd 3br/2ba $159,000 1,994 Matt Gibson 554-7989 Goodwin Partners, Inc.

78665 Round Rock Sonoma 700 Arrowood 3br/2ba $209,000 2,236 Karen Halsema 514-1312 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Sonoma 1929 Paradise Ridge Drive 4br/3ba $258,000 3,033 Gregory Doering 439-3600 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Sonoma 676 Rusk 4br/3ba $279,900 2,824 Iletra Lawrence 691-6908 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78665 Round Rock Sonoma 2806 Fountain Grove 5br/3ba $434,777 4,598 Kelly Thate 750-5777 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 3101 Goldenoak Circle 4br/3ba $349,900 3,837 Debra Kelsey 656-8932 RE/MAX Capital City II

78681 Round Rock Benttree 2020 Plantation 5br/3ba $220,000 2,523 Linda DeMarco 423-7333 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78681 Round Rock Hermitage 1708 Hunters 3br/2ba $140,000 1,764 Dena Hinds 963-1770 RE/MAX Capital City III

78681 Round Rock Hidden Glen 801 Folsom 4br/3ba $339,500 3,427 Tex Meazell 785-4834 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Oak Hollow 1213 Lacey Oak Loop 4br/2ba $183,999 2,258 Eddie Esquivel 762-1937 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Oakcreek 2403 Mockingbird Drive 4br/2ba $235,000 2,355 Gail Huebel 848-3477 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Oaklands 912 Blue Spring Circle 4br/2ba $225,000 2,274 Nancy Moore 422-4767 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Oaklands 2208 Parkland Cove 4br/2ba $202,000 2,465 Lynn Miller 255-4867 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78681 Round Rock Round Rock West 1004 Deepwood 3br/2ba $134,900 1,664 Mike Freeman 694-9769 RE/MAX Capital City III

78681 Round Rock Sendero Springs 4103 Risa Court 4br/3ba $299,900 3,499 Betsy Doss 744-4555 RE/MAX Capital City

78681 Round Rock Sendero Springs 4217 Adagio Place 4br/2ba $274,500 2,880 Russell Phillips 698-7877 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Vista Oaks 3219 Ash Glen Lane 5br/2ba $259,900 3,060 Anne Cobern 646-1301 RE/MAX Capital City II

1337 Bull Horn $195,000

2327 Vernell Way $138,000

4103 Risa Court $299,900

17709 Quitman Mountain Way $130,000

2806 Fountain Grove $434,777

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12902

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 05/04/11 and 05/18/11 for Pflugerville and 05/12/11 and 05/18/11 for Round Rock were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every 
effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Don’t be fooled by false prophets!  The Bible 
teaches that a time of tribulation is coming upon 
the Earth for the purpose of separating the 
sheep from the goats. God will see His people 
through this time of wrath, not transport them 
out of it.

We hope that this free book– which is not 
endorsed by or affi liated with any religious 
denomination– will propel you to diligently 
search the Scriptures. It is only in God’s Word 
that you can fi nd the truth.

E-mail: Mail@faithfellowshiprr.org
Web Site: http://www.faithfellowshiprr.org/

FREE BOOK! CALL 1-800-784-9211

TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY 
LIGHTING & CEILING FANS

ENERGY EFFICIENT SOLUTIONS
CUSTOM LIGHTING DESIGNS

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
TABLE AND FLOOR LAMPS

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM; 
SATURDAY 10AM-4PM

Locally owned and operated. TECL 26682

15342 N IH 35, Austin, TX 78728

(512) 251-0000
www.LegendAustin.com

Better lighting. Better living.

15% OFF 
ANY ONE LIGHTING FIXTURE!

Some limitations apply.  Not valid for ceiling fans, cabinet, 
recessed, landscape or low voltage lighting systems. 

Expires 7/1/2011.  RPF0611
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NewHomes and Communities

INSIDE

Highland Homes showcases a quiet 
alternative in the bustling suburbs.

Page 41

Taylor Morrison Builds on Beauty of Hill Country
T aylor Morrison is known for 

its high-quality homes with 
unique and vibrant floor plans. But 
Taylor Morrison does more than 
just build homes – they create gor-
geous communities that incorpo-
rate the natural beauty of the land.

Their three Leander communities 

are prime examples. Adjacent to 
Crystal Falls Golf Club, Crystal 
Cove (from the $180s), Mesa 
Oaks (from the $240s) and The 
Fairways (from the $280s), offer 
majestic views of the canyons, roll-
ing hills and greenbelts. 

“We take great care in designing 

and planning out features, ameni-
ties and landscapes to make our 
properties stand out,” explains Jeff 
Hudson, vice president of Sales 
and Marketing at Taylor Morrison. 
“We take advantage of the existing 
views and design our land plan 
around it.”

The Crystal Falls developments 
offer 26 floor plans in four different 
series. Ranging in size from 1,692 
sq. ft. to 4,222 sq. ft., Taylor Mor-
rison offers homes for buyers in all 
phases of life. 

“We wanted to give new home 
buyers an affordable opportunity 

to come to Taylor Morrison. Crys-
tal Cove allows young and grow-
ing families to build a high-quality 
home in a beautiful neighborhood,” 
explains Hudson. 

The Crystal Falls communities 
offer several resort-style amenities, 
including two pools, numerous 
parks and play areas, a disc golf 
course, fishing pond, tennis courts, 
sand volleyball and sports fields. 
The community’s proximity to 
Crystal Falls Golf Club also pro-
vides residents with easy access to 
the golf course and its amenities, 
which include a pro shop, driv-
ing range, creek side park and 
restaurant.

The development is located in the 
Leander School District and offers 
three elementary schools. Crystal 
Falls offers easy access to shop-
ping, business, entertainment, and 
183A.

Enter the Dream Home Give-
away contest by June 30, 2011, 
and you could win a single-family 
home in any of Taylor Morrison’s 
communities in the U.S. Tell a friend 
and you could win other prizes. 
Already buying a Taylor Morrison 
home? Enter the contest and win 
50% off* in designer upgrades. 

To learn more about Taylor Mor-
rison, and to enter their Dream 
Home Giveaway, visit taylormor-
rison.com. 

*See the sales assocates for more details.

Santa Cruz A 
Study, Open Great Room, dining area, Hardwood 
floors throughout, Oil Rubbed Bronze fixtures, 
Covered Patio, Elegant Tile Roof, 2 car garage w/ 
cedar garage doors

11716 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000    

Coronado B
Two story, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Master and 
Guest Bedroom on first floor, Large corner lot, Bay 
window at Master Bedroom, Extensive Hard Wood 
Floors, Granite – Kitchen and Master Oil Rubbed 
Bronze fixtures, Covered Patio & Balcony, Elegant 
Tile Roof, 2.5 car garage w/ cedar garage doors 

11500 Shadestone Terrace  $499,950

 Santa Cruz A 
One story, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,  Dining room/ 
study/formal living room, Open Great Room,  
Dining area Hardwood floors throughout, Covered 
Patio, Elegant Tile Roof,  2.5 car garage w/ cedar 
garage doors 

11600 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000

The Taylor Morrison communities at Crystal Falls offer great views of the Texas Hill Country and easy access to Crystal Falls Golf Club. 
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BRING THIS COUPON IN FOR 50% OFF DESIGN OPTIONS*
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NewHomes and Communities

The Commons at Rowe Lane is 
an uncommon find in the bustling 

suburbs of Austin. This peaceful com-
munity located east of the State High-
way 130 is a quiet alternative to the 
larger neighborhoods in Pflugerville. 
Highland Homes is the perfect fit for 

first-time and move-up buyers. Homes 
start at $159,900, and the smart 
and stylish floor plans range in size 
from 1,569 to 3,300 sq. ft. Highland 
Homes offers oversized and corner 
lots, too.
The community features a multi-mil-

lion dollar clubhouse, pool, playscape, 
sport and sand volleyball courts and 
a hike and bike trail that circles the 
neighborhood. 
The Commons at Rowe Lane is 

situated inside the recognized Pfluger-
ville ISD and feeds into Rowe Lane 
Elementary, Kelly Lane Middle School 
and Hendrickson High School.
The community’s proximity to SH 130 

and 45 allows for easy access to the 
Stone Hill Town Center, which features 
a Super Target, Home Depot, Best 
Buy, 24-Hour Fitness and a Cinemark 
movie theater. Other shopping desti-
nations, such as La Frontera, are only 
minutes away.  
Highland Homes has the new home 

you’ve been dreaming of. Glorious 
windows, airy ceilings and unique 
architectural elements all fuse to create 
something truly remarkable. Visit us 
today at highlandhomes.com or call 
251-8900.

Visit the Kendal model home at The Commons at Rowe Lane with 2,208 sqft. and 3 beds and 2 baths. 

Highland Homes Brings Life Uncommon 
to the Commons

Homes All  Over Austin from the $240’s-$600’sThere has never been a better opportunity to own a quality home in 
Austin’s most sought after neighborhoods. 

From large homesites in the Hill Country with views, to homes for first-time 
buyers in communities with amenities galore, Highland Homes offers home 

buyers more options, a higher standard of quality and design features 
like no other in the area.

Visit www.HighlandHomes.com for more information. 
Ask about the Highland Homes upgrade offer.

www.HighlandHomes.com

Bring in this ad to receive $2,500 in 
additional options or upgrades

Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be 
exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area communities through 6/30/2011. Prices and 

information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.

1)	 THE	VIEWS	AT	BELTERRA	•	From	the	$240’s
	 512-432-0200
	 BELTERRA	•	From	the	$300’s	•	512-301-9110

2)	 ROCKY	CREEK	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-303-0112

3)	 STEINER	RANCH	•	From	the	$590’s•	512-266-7117

4)	 WHITESTONE	OAKS•	From	the	$210’s
	 512-260-2222

5)	 CRYSTAL	FALLS	•	From	the	low	$200’s
	 512-260-8333

6)	 THE	RANCH	AT	BRUSHY	CREEK	•	From	the	$250’s
	 512-255-4454	

7)	 ARBOR	PLACE	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-310-7911

8)	 COMMONS	AT	ROWE	LANE	•	.From	the	$150’s
	 512-251-8900

Inner Space... Outer Beauty
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Dr. Campbell’s Star Smiler 
is Brenden Montes who is 
in kindergarden at Carver 
Elementary. He loves playing 
basketball with his best friend 
Marcos. After playing basketball he 
enjoys eating cheese pizza!

Dr Kelly’s Star Smiler is Skylar who 
is 7 and in 2nd grade. Her best 
friend is her sister and she loves 
painting, gymnastics and playing 
with animals. Skylar’s favorite food 
is chicken enchiladas.

MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
Grant Sponsor
Wal-Mart #475

Silver Sponsors
Foundation Auto Repair
In Memory of Leo Sadlo
Chisholm Trail Financial Group
ATMI
Doug Beckmann
In Memory of Chris Goetschel
Kenneth Macaluso, DDS
Dennis Daniel
Brown Distributing 

Bronze Sponsors
David and Sylvia Fuller
Wag-a-Bag
Vera Bloomer for the RR 
Serving Center
Hardie’s Fruits and Vegetables
Fontaine and Associates
Kennerth Main, C.P.A., PFS, CRPC
Reid’s Cleaners
Sam Bass Video Services
Linda DeMarco Real Estate
James Janik
TECO-Westinghouse Motor Co.

GregHodgeRealEstate.com, 
RE/MAX Capital City
David’s Barber Shop 

Patron Sponsors  
First Texas Bank
Dr. Dale Gallager, DDS
Round Rock Animal Hospital
Birch, Becker, and Moorman
Joel Kenty - Ameriprise
Rafael Marquez
Karen Haselma, Realtor 

Media Sponsor
Community Impact  
Newspaper

Dinner Sponsor
Ranger Environmental

Golf Ball Sponsor 
Austin Analytical

1010th Annual  
“Charity Begins at Home”

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Silver Sponsors
ATMI
In Honor of Fr. Edwin Kagoo
American Legion Post #447
Foundation Auto repair
In Honor of Fr. Edwin Kagoo

Bronze Sponsor
Hardie’s Fruits & Vegtables
Greg Hodge, Realtor

Hole Sponsor
TECO-Westinghouse Motor Co.

David & Silvia Fuller
Joe & Vera Bloomer
James & Mary Honish
James Janik
Chisholm Trail Financial Group

Patron Sponsor
Wag-a-Bag
Jim Sadlo
Round Rock Vet Clinic
Ken’s Tacos
Karen Halsema, Realtor
Circle-in-a-Square Pottery

Caiptal Pumping
Linda DeMarco, Realtor

Of� cial Media Sponsor
Community Impact Newspaper

Dinner Sponsor
Ranger Enviromental Services

Golf Ball Sponsor
Austin Analytical

Quality of Life, 
Quality of Care

Physical, Occupational, 

Speech and Aquatic Therapy

and Nutritional Services

512-310-POOL (7665)

Call to Make an Appointment Today!

79

I-35

45
Gattis School Rd.

A.W. Grim
es Blvd.

Mays St.

www.ReavisRehab.com       

1250 South A.W. Grimes Blvd., Round Rock, TX 78664

New Facility Now Open


