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David Coatney | 28 
Round Rock’s newest fire chief steps in 

to improve communications, relations   

Round Rock/Pflugerville edition | Volume 6, Issue 9 | May 6–June 2, 2011Texas’ fastest-growing media company www.impactnews.com Savings Guide begins on Page 45

 Blackhawk Golf Club | 24
The 20-year-old Pflugerville facility 
gets a new lease on life under the new 
ownership and management of veteran 
golf executive Mike Ussery

impactnews.com 

CARTS will not renew contract
CARTS has notified the city of Round 
Rock that it will not renew its contract 
with the city when it expires this fall.
more.impactnews.com/12494

 Brent Hurta | 29
Skateboarding advocate works to bring 
skate spot to Pflugerville

Jon Hockenyos | 31 
Austin economist shares his views on 

the economy and growth

Voter turnout, candidate 
participation ‘not good,’ 
say Round Rock leaders 

Civic engagement lags even as city grows

City has drafted three master plans for central business district

Downtown Pflugerville lacks 
direction, business owners say

Open for 19 years, The Old Prague Market is one of the oldest businesses in downtown Pflguerville.

Even as Round Rock’s population has surged by about 40,000 residents since 2000, 
the number of votes cast in spring elections—where City Council members and the 
mayor are elected—has remained relatively flat, even peaking in the early part of 
the decade.

By Rebecca LaFlure and Blake Rasmussen 
Corey Wertenberger once envisioned 

the look of his downtown Pflugerville cof-
fee shop as a modern industrial building 
with white stucco walls, a cobalt blue roof, 
frosted windows and blue lighting. But 
when he brought his plans to members of 
the city’s architectural review board, the 
idea was refused because it did not fit the 
board’s vision of a historical downtown. 

“The people on the architectural review 
board were trying to communicate what it 
was that they liked. Yet, they didn’t all agree 
on what they liked,” said Wertenberger, 
who opened Dazzle Coffee along Pecan 
Street in 2006. “They wanted it to look his-
toric, but they couldn’t articulate what it 
meant to be historic. What period? What 
design? … There was no cohesion.” 

During the past 10 years, city officials 
have tried to form a distinctive vision for 
revitalizing downtown Pflugerville. They’ve 

held public forums, formed a downtown 
planning committee—which dissolved in 
February—and drafted three downtown 
master plans. 

However, some business owners and city 
officials say the city still lacks a vision for 
the future of Old Town.

“People are trying—or there has been a 
lot of money spent—to get things going in 
a particular direction,” said Wertenberger, 
who also serves as president of the Pfluger-
ville Downtown Association, a nonprofit 
made up of downtown business owners 
and residents. “But I, in the past four years, 
haven’t seen a direction.” 

Seeking a vision
In February 2009, Pflugerville finalized 

its Old Town Vision report—the most 
recent in a series of efforts to draft a distinct 
vision for the downtown area. Six years 
earlier, Envision Central Texas, a nonprofit 

made up of neighborhood and business 
leaders, conducted the Test Site Concept 
Plan for Downtown Pflugerville. A year 
after that, Pflugerville officials drafted 
the Master Plan for the Revitalization of 
Downtown Pflugerville.

In all, Pflugerville has spent $77,182.79 
on downtown reports over the past decade.

The 2004 downtown master plan 

emphasized the need for Pflugerville to 
adopt a theme for downtown and suggested 
a “blend of German community and spirit 
meets the contemporary high-tech world of 
the suburban metro area.” Plans included a 
new City Hall, multiple developments and 
even made reference to a Walt Disney com-
munity called Celebration in Florida that 
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See Downtown | 19

See Elections | 21

By Blake Rasmussen 
When Round Rock Mayor Pro 

Tem Carlos Salinas and his wife 
went to the Empty Bowls Festi-
val on April 2, they noticed that 
it was a different crowd than they 
were used to.

“When we go to events, we see 
all the same people,” Salinas said.

Those same people Salinas is 
referring to are the community 
leaders and civic-minded citizens 

who are active in the Round Rock 
city government. That group, said 
city leaders past and present, has 
been distressingly small.

For the second year in a row, 
Round Rock canceled its spring 
election when only one candidate 
ran for each of the three seats up 
for a vote, including one open seat 
in which the incumbent—City 
Councilman Rufus Honeycutt—
chose not to run again.

Yet even when Round Rock has 
held its yearly election, participa-
tion has been low.

“If we get 8 or 9 percent, we’re 
lucky, and that’s just not good,” 

said Nyle Maxwell, mayor of 
Round Rock from 2002–08.

Even more telling, as Round 
Rock has added about 40,000 res-
idents over the past decade, the 
number of voters participating in 
municipal elections has remained  
relatively flat.

In 2000, 1,534 votes were cast 
for five candidates running for 
two council seats and nine prop-
ositions. In 2009, Round Rock’s 
most recent city election, 2,269 
votes were cast for three candi-
dates for two council seats. 

Explanations for Round Rock’s 
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in  an  emergency
make   your   choices   before   AN   emergencY   happens

512-341 -6428    |     STDAVIDS.COM/TRAUMA

You never know when an emergency can happen; be prepared before 

it does. St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center’s “Who-What-Where 

Emergency Information Kit” lets EMS know about you and your choices, 

in case you can’t. We treat more emergencies than any other hospital 

in Williamson County and have Trauma Surgeons in-house 24/7. For the 

highest level of emergency and trauma care for the most critically injured  

patients, choose the name you can trust.

Visit our website to order your free kit.

Connect with us on-line at  
stdavids.com/connect

1034_10_RRMC_Trauma_10.75x13_rev.indd   1 10/26/10   1:00 PM
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CertifiedPreowned.com           

We are focused on providing you the absolute best quality 
in manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. 

Our name says it all.

6 Locations To Serve You!               (512) 706-7065             CertifiedPreowned.com

(512) 706-7065

Each year on the first 
day of May, I celebrate my 
birthday. Birthdays are 
usually filled with pres-
ents, cards and greetings 
on your Facebook wall 

from “friends” you haven’t seen in years. 
They feel special indeed. But nothing quite 
compares to Mother’s Day. A handmade 
Mother’s Day card with a crayon-scribbled 
“I love you Mommy” just has a way of mak-
ing you feel extra special. Unfortunately, it 
can also be a sad time, too, if you’re remem-
bering someone you’ve recently lost.

My “Meme” passed away a little more 
than a year ago. She spent most of her life 
managing a family-owned business with 
integrity and passion for her community. 
These traits are dear to my heart and, 
coincidentally, are the same things Com-
munity Impact Newspaper was founded 
on six years ago. So you can imagine my 

excitement when I was given the opportu-
nity of becoming the new general manager 
of the Round Rock/Pflugerville edition a 
few weeks ago. I am so proud to be a part 
of this newspaper and our community 
as we grow. It excites me to see so many 
new businesses in our area. Check out the 
Impacts on Page 4 each month to find out 
where they are.

Don’t ever hesitate to email me with 
questions, ideas or opinions. And if you see 
me in the community at events this month, 
such as Deutschen Pfest, the Round Rock 
Symphony Orchestra or Round Rock ISD’s 
Education Foundation gala, please intro-
duce yourself. I’d love to meet you.

General Manager’s note  Contents

Connect Online

Stephanie DeHondt
sdehondt@impactnews.com
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On Page 12, Karen Choate spoke at the Feb. 17 public 
hearing before the Community Development Advisory 
Commission, not the March 3 hearing. 

On Page 24, Nancy Rabb and Cary Rabb’s names were 
misspelled.

Correction  – Volume 6, Issue 8

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_rpf

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-rpf

We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize the need to 
help out with disaster relief in Japan. We would encourage 
our readers to help, too. It is times like this when we realize 
that the world has become a global community, and we can 
all help our neighbors in need. Your gift to the American 
Red Cross will support disaster relief efforts to help those 
affected by the earthquake in Japan and tsunami throughout 
the Pacific.

Donate at redcross.org

March employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.8%
Down from 6.9% in February

State unemployment—8.1%
Down from 8.2% in February

National unemployment—8.8%*
Down from 8.9%* in February

In the Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos area, trade, 
transportation and utilities added 2,400 jobs. Leisure 
and hospitality also added 2,400 jobs. Professional and 
business services added 2,100 jobs, and government 
added 1,100 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers

Local jobs
Post your resumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

February employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.9%
Down from 7.3% in January

State unemployment—8.2%
Down from 8.5% in January

National unemployment—8.9%*
Down from 9.0%* in January

In the Austin area, government added 2,400 jobs. 
Education and health services added 1,200 jobs, leisure 
and hospitality added 900 jobs and professional and 
business services added 600 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers
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11  First Response Medical Training 
Round Rock opened April 15 at  
575 Round Rock West Drive, Round Rock. 
The college offers certification programs 
to become phlebotomy and pharmacy 
technicians, medical and dental assistants, 
as well as training in first aid and CPR. 
First Response has one other location in 
Killeen, Texas. 614-0163,  
www.firstresponsemedicaltraining.com

12  La Michoacana Meat Market 
Taqueria opened in March at 1080 S. Mays 
St., Round Rock. The grocery store focuses 
on selling quality meats, vegetables and 
other products. 
www.lamichoacanameatmarket.com

13 Morris Joseph opened The Penalty Box 
in March at 113 W. Main St., Round Rock. 
The location was previously the site of El 
Matador, also owned by Joseph. The sports 
bar and grill offers an El Matador buffet 
from 11 a.m.–3 p.m., but has a different 
menu with hamburgers, hot dogs and 
buffalo wings after 3 p.m. 255-9777

14  Locally owned by Kara Stewart, 
Neurobiologix opened Feb. 21 at 9225 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 106, Austin. The office 
relocated from a site near the Arboretum. 
Neurobiologix offers pharmaceutical 
supplements and specializes in autism 
supplements. Open Mon.–Fri., 9 a.m.– 
5 p.m. 866-500-5388,  
www.neurobiologix.com

15 RediClinic opened a location Feb. 14 
inside the Tech Ridge H-E-B, 500 Canyon 
Ridge Drive, Austin. The clinic will 
have two physicians assistants or nurse 
practitioners on staff at all times to provide 
treatment for minor injuries and ailments. 
836-9000, www.rediclinic.com

16 Aqua-Tots Swim Schools opened its 
first permanent facility April 4 at 1208-
Q I-35, Round Rock. The business offers 
water safety and swim lessons for children 
ages 6 months to 12 years old. Andy and 
Lynn Neillie brought Aqua-Tots Swim 
Schools to Central Texas in 2009 to help 
kids be safe and to love the water.  
336-8687, 636-5340 

17  Rock-A-Billy’s Shaved Ice reopened 
for the spring and summer seasons  
April 14. The business, located 1 mile east 
of The Dell Diamond on Hwy. 79 in Round 
Rock, is open Tues.–Sat, 1–9 p.m. and Sun., 
1–6 p.m. 845-2315,  
www.ifyoushaveittheywillcome.com

18  Randolf Brooks Federal Credit Union 
opened its first Round Rock location at 101 
University Oaks Blvd. in the University 
Oaks shopping center in mid-April. 
The branch will be full-service, offering 
banking, mortgages and investments to 
members. New members can join in a 
number of ways, including an affiliation 
with Round Rock ISD. RBFCU is a 

Now Open

1  Catering with a Twist opened in 
February at 602 McNeil Road, Ste. 106, 
Round Rock. The full-service catering 
business customizes menus for customers 
and offers a range of meals, from Italian to 
comfort food. It primarily caters weddings 
but also works private dinner parties and 
other events. The retro-themed business 
launched a year-and-a-half ago, but this is 
its first store location. 997-8375,  
www.cateringwithatwist.com

2  Christopher Boyle launched Coreon 
Group in March at 203 W. Main St.,  
Ste. B, Pflugerville. The company works 
with cities to increase water use awareness 
and conservation efforts through smart 
metering and monitoring. 852-1912 

3  Rockville Motors, a used car 
dealership, opened at 15505B N. I-35, 
Pflugerville, in April. 990-5700

4  Charolette Clemons opened 
Designated 4 Divas at 100 S. 12th St., Ste. 
105, Pflugerville, on April 2. The women’s 
boutique sells dresses, handbags, club wear 

and accessories. 877-464-3482, 
www.designated4divas.com

5  Dollar General, a small-box discount 
retail chain, held a grand opening  
April 2 for its new location at 12320 Dessau 
Road, Austin. Dollar General has another 
location at 15806 Windermere Drive, 
Pflugerville. 719-5155, www.dg.com

6  Owner James Lewis opened Round 
Rock Gold Exchange on March 30 at 2000 
S. I-35, Ste. N-2, Round Rock. The store 
buys and sells gold, silver and diamonds. 
388-4900,  
http://roundrockgoldexchange.com

7  O’Reilly Auto Parts opened a new 
location April 9 at 2711 A.W. Grimes Blvd., 
Round Rock. The store sells automotive 
parts and accessories. 716-0329,  
www.oreillyauto.com

8  Marcel Rahme opened Pflugerville 
Event Center in January at 616 FM 685, 
Pflugerville. The center hosts weddings, 
birthdays and other events with a capacity 
of up to 299 people. 775-5344,  
www.pflugervilleeventcenter.com

9  Round Rock’s first weekday farmers 
market opened April 6 in The Dell 
Diamond parking lot. Customers can 
purchase a variety of foods while listening 
to live music performed by Austin-area 
bands. Operated by F2M Texas, a nonprofit 
that supports farmers and ranchers, 
Round Rock Farms 2 Market is open 
Wednesdays 4–8 p.m. at 3400 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd., Round Rock. F2M already 
runs a farmers market at Lakeline Mall in 
Cedar Park. The Dell Diamond will serve 
as a temporary location until it moves into 
its permanent home at a new park plaza in 
downtown Round Rock. 363-5700,  
www.roundrockfarmersmarket.org

10 The Pflugerville Pfarmers Market 
opened for the 2011 season May 3. The 
market, located at the Green Red Barn 
in Heritage Park, 901 Old Austin-Hutto 
Road, Pflugerville, is open every Tuesday 
from 3–7 p.m. and runs through the end 
of October. Vendors sell locally grown 
produce, artisan-baked goods, honey, 
flowers, eggs, free-range meats and plants. 
990-6355, www.cityofpflugerville.com/
pfarmersmarket
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From left: Catering with a Twist Server/Marketing 
assistant Sabrina Mireles, owner Kassie Purpura 
and Director of Operations Troy Daniel cater an 
event. Catering with a Twist opened its first perma-
nent location in February at 602 Mcneil Road,  
Ste. 106, Round Rock. 

Morris Joseph opened The Penalty Box, a sports 
bar in downtown Round Rock, in March. The 
location was previously the site of El Matador, also 
owned by Joseph. 

Students practice Brazilian jiu-jitsu at Team 
Rabadi. The business moved to its new expanded 
facility at 4674 Priem lane, Ste. 300, Pflugerville, 
in February. 

member-owned, not-for-profit financial 
cooperative with locations throughout 
the San Antonio and Austin metropolitan 
areas. 833-3300, www.rbfcu.org 

On April 8, Karen Cutler launched Be You 
Be True, an online retailer based in Round 
Rock that offers positive and motivating 
messages for girls of all ages. The messages 
can be printed on stationery, clothing, 
accessories and hats and are accompanied 
by the image of their “spokesperson,” Little 
Miss Pink. Customers can also submit 
their own messages. 212-0009,  
www.beyoubetrue.com

Coming Soon

19  Tech Ridge Dental will open in June at 
12400 N. I-35, Ste 105, Austin. The dentist 
office specializes in family and implant 
dentistry. www.techridgedental.com

20 Shannon Black will open Summer 
Bridge Tutoring on June 6. Operating in 
the front classroom of Sunrise Montessori 
Preschool, 104 Northwest Drive, Round 
Rock, Summer Bridge Tutoring is only 
open during the summer and costs 
$15–$17.50 per hour. Certified elementary 
school teachers work with first- through 
sixth-graders once or twice a week and 
provide curriculum-based activities 
designed to help students retain the 
previous year’s knowledge.  
www.summerbridgetutoring.com 

21  Natalie Shanks will open the North 
Austin School of Film in June with a 
summer camp for youths ages 12–17. 
Students will work with experienced 
filmmakers to produce their own short 
narrative films and documentaries in 
several one- and two-week courses that 
cover the fundamentals and creative 
aspects of filmmaking. The school will be 
held in the Austin Christian Church—also 
the location of the old Round Rock skating 
rink—at 15501 N. FM 620, Austin.  
www.northaustinfilm.com

22 A proposed Play for All Abilities 
Park is fully funded and expected to 
break ground in May. The Round Rock 
City Council voted March 10 to allocate 
an additional $300,000 to the project—
enough money to start construction. Slated 
to be built in Rabb Park off of Hwy. 79 and 
A.W. Grimes Boulevard in Round Rock, 
the 1-acre park was designed to be suitable 
for all children, including those with 
cognitive and physical challenges. Service 
organizations are still seeking funding for 
special amenities. 
www.roundrocktexas.gov/playforall 

23 University Federal Credit Union plans 
to build a new branch at 571 University 
Blvd., Round Rock. The branch is 
scheduled to open spring 2012.  
www.ufcu.org

Relocations

24 Team Rabadi moved to its new 
expanded facility at 4674 Priem Lane, 
Ste. 300, Pflugerville, in February. It was 
previously located in Round Rock. Team 
Rabadi hosts classes in Brazilian jiu-jitsu, 
muay thai and mixed martial arts.  
573-7261, www.rrbjj.com

25 Brad Marshall Homes moved to 
12343 Hymeadow Drive, Ste. E, Austin, 
from Pflugerville in March. The custom 
homebuilder offers services in new 
construction, remodeling and green 
building. 989-9925,  
www.bradmarshallhomes.com

Name Change

26 Ed Francis Drum Instruction, 1110 
Egger Ave., Round Rock, changed its name 
to Round Rock Drums on April 29. The 
business offers drum lessons from Ed 
Francis, who has taught people how to 
play the drums for more than 20 years. He 
became known as “the drummer on the 
round rock” after playing drums on the 
city’s historical round rock in celebration 
of 20 years of teaching. 218-1791,  
www.roundrockdrums.com 

27 Team GMAC Real Estate has changed 
its name to Real Living Select and offers 
real estate representation for buyers and 
sellers in Central Texas. Real Living 
Select, 2911 A.W. Grimes Blvd., Ste. 201, 
Pflugerville, specializes in residential, farm 
and ranch and commercial real estate.  
252-8900, www.reallivingselect.com

Expansions

Rick Bryant, owner of Austin Curb 
Service, partnered with Arlington, Texas-
based Concrete Graphics to offer a home 
address stick-on application. This new 
stick-on application is made of aluminum 
and is reflective as well as recyclable. 
Bryant said the stick-on application 
eliminates air pollution. He serves all 
of Austin and the surrounding areas, 
including Round Rock and Pflugerville. 
Customers can also request a number of 
school logos. 662-0396,  
rick@concretegraphics.com

Grass Works, a lawn care business based 
out of Round Rock, expanded services in 
March to include tree and hedge pruning, 
aeration, fertilization, flower bed cleaning, 
irrigation repair and weed and insect 
treatment. Grass Works provides service 
to Cedar Park, Leander and Round Rock. 
Operates Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–7 p.m. 
797-1640, www.grassworksaustin.com

School Notes

28 Connally High School, 13212 N. 
Lamar Blvd., Austin, has paired up with 
Skillpoint Alliance and a yet-to-be-named 

video game design company to create an 
online video game for a major technology 
company. Skillpoint Alliance is an Austin-
based nonprofit organization that builds 
partnerships between industries and 
schools. As a part of the Velocity Prep 
program, about 20 high school students 
will get paid to work 160 hours over four 
weeks laying the groundwork for designing 
and producing an online video game for 
a client. CHS students were the original 
invitees for the summertime program, but 
spots remain open for interested students 
from Hendrickson and Pflugerville high 
schools. www.pflugervilleisd.net

29 State Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, 
presented Kathy Caraway Elementary 
School teacher Nelda Sanders with a 
House of Representatives proclamation 
in honor of her more than four decades of 
teaching March 23 at Caraway Elementary 
School, 11104 Oak View Drive, Austin. 
Sanders has served as a teacher in Texas 
schools for 45 years and has taught at 
Caraway Elementary for 26 years. She 
is currently the enrichment teacher for 
students in kindergarten through second 
grade. www.roundrockisd.org

The Austin Community College board of 
trustees voted April 4 to increase tuition by 
$5 per credit hour for all students, effective 
this summer. In-district tuition will be 
$47 per credit hour; out-of-district tuition 
will be $155 per credit hour. This summer, 
ACC trustees plan to consider possible 
additional increases that may go into effect 
for the fall 2011 and spring 2012 semesters. 
New students can register for summer 
classes beginning May 2. 
http://austincc.edu/apply

Pflugerville ISD is now offering an 
Extended Day Program that will operate 
at all 18 elementary campuses for children 
in kindergarten through fifth grade. 
The program was created to allow for a 

John Selking, owner and farmer at the 2 Happy Children Farm in Taylor, sells strawberries, snow peas and 
squash april 20 at the Round Rock Farms 2 Market. The market is open Wednesday evenings on The 
Dell Diamond parking lot. 
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Locally owned and operated WE BUILD POOLS IN 30 DAYS!

Ask about our new Lifeguard Pool and 
learn how to keep your kids safer, use less 
chemicals and save energy all at once! 

Go online to www.oasispools.net 
to find out more!

No-wait construction, together with 
affordable beauty and the highest 
quality materials and leading-edge 
building technology, makes Oasis Pools 
the company of choice in Central Texas 
for creating your permanent backyard 
vacation spot. 

Call us today to schedule an apppointment 
with one of our designers!

www.oasispools.net • 512.246.POOL (7665) • 2251 Double Creek Dr. Ste 501 • Round Rock, TX 78664
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The Williamson County Historic Courthouse 
celebrates its 100-year anniversary this year. 

From left: Council members Kris Whitfield and Joe 
Clifford, Mayor alan McGraw and Jeff Wolfe of 
Solar Community celebrated the completion of a 
solar project March 22 in Round Rock. 

seamless transition from the end of the 
school day until 6:30 p.m. The program 
is open during early dismissal and staff 
development days. Early registration runs 
through June 28. The enrollment fee is $74 
per child and $195 for monthly tuition. 
594-0148, extendedday@pflugervilleisd.net

Three Round Rock ISD high school 
students had their compositions 
performed by the Austin Symphony 
Orchestra on April 20 in the first “State 
of Texas: The Texas Young Composers 
Concert.” Jared Beu, a junior at McNeil 
High School; Wells Leng, a sophomore at 
Westwood High School; and Stony Point 
High School junior Matthew White were 
among 12 students from across the state 
chosen for the concert. 
www.austinsymphony.org

Anniversaries

30 The Williamson County Historic 
Courthouse on the Square in Georgetown 
turns 100 years old this year. The Beaux 
Arts structure started construction in 
1910 and was opened to the public in 
1911. Throughout the past century, the 
courthouse, 710 Main St., Georgetown, 
has been the center of many important 
events in Williamson County’s history. 
Courthouse centennial events will 
be recognized throughout 2011 to 
commemorate the heritage of the region 
and its people. 943-1670,  
www.williamsonmuseum.org

Closed

31  Hong Kong Market, 1700 W. Parmer 
Lane, Austin, closed in January.

32 Cajun restaurant Mama Roux, 13000 
N. I-35, Austin, closed in February.

In the News

33 Austin Regional Clinic Round Rock,  
a  940 Hesters Crossing Road, and  
b  ARC Pflugerville, 15803 Windermere 

Drive, Ste. 103, are offering walk-in 

physicals Tuesdays to Thursdays through 
July for children ages 5–17 years.  The 
annual physical includes growth and 
nutrition monitoring, development 
assessments and immunization updates.  
Patients will be seen based on availability. 
ARC suggests calling ahead for an 
appointment. 
www.arccheckup.com

34 Clay Madsen Recreation Center, 
1600 Gattis School Road, Round Rock, 
is undergoing renovations. Some areas 
may be inaccessible through June 3. The 
recreation center will be closed May 21–30 
for the remodeling. The rest of the time the 
center will be open, but certain areas will 
be closed. Upgrades include: resurfacing 
the racquetball and basketball court floors, 
refurbishing hallways and repainting 
walls. 218-3220

35 St. David’s Round Rock Medical 
Center, 2400 Round Rock Ave., Round 
Rock, was ranked fourth out of 32 
hospitals in the Austin metro area in 
U.S. News & World Report’s rankings of 
the best hospitals in the nation, released 
the last week in March. The hospital was 
specifically recognized for its urology 
department, which was listed as “high 
performing.” St. David’s was the only 
Williamson County hospital ranked and 
one of five in the Austin metro area.  
341-1000, www.stdavids.com

36 A solar panel array is running on the 
top of the Round Rock City Hall parking 
garage, 221 E. Main St. City officials and 
representatives from Solar Community, 
which installed the panels, held a ribbon-
cutting ceremony March 22 to celebrate 
the project’s completion. Funded largely by 
federal stimulus money, the 100-kilowatt 
system is estimated to generate enough 
electricity to power 10 homes and offset 
250 tons of carbon dioxide per year.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov 

37  Neighborhood Harvest Project 
announced March 29 that it received a 
grant from Keep Austin Beautiful to install 
a new pollinator garden at Unity Park 

Community Garden, 2746 Gattis School 
Road, Round Rock. The Keep Austin 
Beautiful pollinator garden, installed 
April 2, supports the growing community 
garden by attracting bees and other 
pollinators to the area and increasing the 
amount of produce each garden grows. 
www.unityparkcg.org

The City of Pflugerville has promoted 
Jacqueline Garcia to fill the city’s first 
animal control supervisor position. 
Garcia has worked at the Pflugerville 
Animal Shelter for five years as an 
animal control officer. The shelter is 
undergoing renovations for heating and air 
conditioning. An enclosure of the facility is 
expected to be complete by summer.  
www.cityofpflugerville.com/adoptme

The Round Rock Woman’s Club awarded 
$17,000 to 15 community nonprofit 
organizations. The club held its annual 
Soup and Bread and More fundraiser on 
Feb. 11 and used the proceeds to make 
the donation. The group estimated the 
organizations collectively affect 163,000 
people every year through its services.  
www.roundrockwomansclub.org

News or questions about Round Rock and Pflugerville? 
E-mail rpfnews@impactnews.com.

30

36

Compiled by Rebecca LaFlure

Ed Francis shows children how to play the drums at the Chasco Family YMCa in Round Rock. Francis, a drum 
instructor for more than 20 years, changed the name of his business to Round Rock Drums in april. 
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CALENDAR

22 Fire Chief Coatney welcoming picnic
The Round Rock Firefighters Association is 
hosting a welcoming picnic for the city’s new 
fire chief, David Coatney. The community 
is welcome to the free event with food and 

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Round Rock and Pflugerville events at  
www.impactnews.com/rpf/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Round Rock and Pflugerville events included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Friday of the month.

May 7, 21 
By Rebecca LaFlure

On May 7, Steinway piano artist and Round Rock resident Toby Blumenthal will be joined by 
the Aeolus Quartet—the Young Professional Quartet in Residence at The University of Texas 
at Austin—as a part of a new chamber music series meant to complement the musical and 
educational programs of the Round Rock Symphony. 

On May 21, the Round Rock Symphony will explore the musical traditions of two cities in “From 
Vienna to Paris.” • May 7, 7:30 p.m.; May 21, 7 p.m. pre-concert lecture and 7:30 p.m. concert 
May 7, tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for students and $5 for children 10 and under; May 
21, $20 for adults, $15 for students/seniors, children free • May 7, Round Rock Presbyterian 
Church, 4010 Sam Bass Road, Round Rock; May 21, C.D. Fulkes Auditorium, 300 W. Anderson 
Ave., Round Rock • 264-5368, www.roundrocksymphony.org, www.aeolusquartet.com
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The aeolus Quartet will play alongside Steinway piano artist Toby Blumenthal May 7. The perfor-
mance will celebrate the 178th birthday of composer Johannes Brahms. 

Round Rock Symphony presents musical performances
11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. • $15 per person for 
chamber members, $20 for others 
Pflugerville Event Center, 616 FM 685, 
Pflugerville • 251-7799

Great Books discussion group 
The group will discuss the essay 
“Anthropology and the Abnormal” by Ruth 
Benedict. • 1–2:30 p.m. • Free to Baca Center 
members; others pay $1 • Baca Center for 
Senior and Community Activities,  
301 W. Bagdad St., Bldg. 2, Round Rock

13 Movies in the Park
Residents can enjoy a screening of “Toy Story 
3” in Cat Hollow Park. The event includes pre-
movie games and a bounce castle. Pre-movie 
activities begin at 7:45 p.m.; movie begins 
at 8:30 p.m. • Free • Cat Hollow Park, 8600 
O’Connor Drive, Round Rock 
www.bcmud.org

14 Election Day
The City of Pflugerville and Round Rock ISD 
will hold elections for City Council and the 
board of trustees, respectively. For more 
information, visit www.cityofpflugerville.com or 
www.roundrockisd.org, or see Page 15.

Williamson County Symphony Orchestra 
Outdoor Concert 
The Williamson County Symphony Orchestra 
will present its annual concert in the park 
series. The concert’s theme is “Big Screen, 
Little Screen,” and it will feature themes from 
popular movies and TV shows. 
7:30 p.m. • Free • Old Settlers Park,  
3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock 
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

North Austin Holistic Living Fair
Attendees will have the opportunity to enjoy 
energy healing, intuitive readings, tarot and 
oracle cards and booths on healthy foods 
and sustainable living. This event supports 
the Round Rock Area Serving Center. Bring 
an item for donation and receive $1 off 
admission. • 10 a.m.–6 p.m. • $3 entrance fee 
Holiday Inn Round Rock, 2370 Chisholm Trail, 
Round Rock 
www.sanctuaryoftheawakenedsoul.com

Round Rock Boat Regatta 
Old Settlers Park will be full of spectators 
waiting to see who will float, sink or swim.
Contestants make boats out of cardboard and 
tape and will rely on their inventions to keep 
them afloat as they race across the lake at Old 
Settlers Park. • 10 a.m.–3 p.m. • Free • The 
lake at Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley 
Blvd., Round Rock • 341-3361 • Register at  
www.roundrockrecreation.com

5K Mission Charity Run/Walk 
With summer coming up and kids out of 
school, donations are especially needed for 
those who were eligible for free and reduced 
lunches at school. The 5K benefits The 
Storehouse food pantry in Pflugerville. On-
site registration begins 7 a.m.; race begins 
at 8 a.m. • No participation fee; accepting 
donations of non-perishable food items • Lake 
Pflugerville • www.5kmission.org

18–23 Pflugerville High School dance 
team fundraiser
The Pflugerville High School Lady Panthers 
Dance Team will host a Spirit Week at 
Schlotzsky’s, located in La Frontera. Help 
support the Lady Panthers by donating your 
Schlotzsky’s receipt in the Lady Panther 
receipt box. • Schlotzsky’s, 2700-B Parker 
Drive, La Frontera, Round Rock • 466-5799
 

May 20–June11 The Tempest 
Project
Adapted from William Shakespeare’s “The 
Tempest,” The Tempest Project by Frank 
Benge is described as a steampunk fantasy 
world where steam power is still widely used. 
It tells the story of a sorceress Prospera, 
and her daughter, Miranda, who have been 
stranded for 12 years on a magical island due 
to Prospera’s jealous brother Antonio. Antonio 
and his friends soon discover that “Hell hath 
no fury like a woman scorned.” • Thu.–Sat., 
8–10 p.m.; Sun., 2–4 p.m. • $15 general 
admission • 600 N. Lee St., Round Rock 
244-0440, www.sambasstheatre.org

21 Bow Wow Read to Dog Program
The Round Rock Public Library presents a 
program that allows children from preschool 
to middle school to read to a therapy dog and 
its trainer for 10 minutes at a time. Children 
must sign up at the children’s desk one week 
before the program. • 10:30–11:30 a.m. • Free 
Round Rock Public Library, 216 E. Main St., 
Round Rock • 218-3279

Worth the trip
21 Pun-Off World Championships 
Since 1977, punsters from around the world 
have gathered in Brush Square Park, behind 
the O. Henry Museum, to participate in 
word-game wars. The punsters compete 
in two categories: “Punniest of Show,” 
where contestants perform 90-second, 
pun-filled rehearsed bits, and “Punslingers,” 
which involves a rapid-fire exchange of 
puns between contestants, until one is left 
speechless. The event includes live, music 
and barbecue will be available for sale. 
11 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free • O. Henry Museum,  
409 E. Fifth St., Austin • 472-1903

May
6 Parents Night Out
Parents can have a night out while their 
children, ages 3–10 years, enjoy sports, games 
and entertainment, all supervised by Brushy 
Creek staff. Dinner and a snack are provided. 
Advance registration is required. • 5:30–10 p.m.  
Members $12, residents $15, non-resident $25  
16318 Great Oaks Drive, Round Rock 
255-7871 ext. 218 • www.bcmud.org

7 Celebrando a Mama/Mother’s Day 
celebration
The Mother’s Day celebration, hosted by 
the Williamson County Hispanic Heritage 
Committee, will feature performances by the 
Texas State Mariachis and Round Rock Ballet 
Folklorico. Attendees also can participate in 
arts and crafts activities and take free photos 
with their mothers. • 10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free 
Baca Center 301 W. Bagdad Ave.,  
Round Rock

‘Swanee: A Musical Jubilation’
Presented by the Round Rock Community 
Choir, the concert features music from all 
genres and time periods. • 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
$15 for adults; $12 for seniors; 18 and under 
admitted free • Shoreline Christian Center, 
15201 Burnet Road, Round Rock • 565-8084

MudQuest Family Adventure  
Round Rock Parks and Recreation and the 
Sports Capital of Texas Ambassadors present
a themed adventure run with plenty of 
obstacles and mud. • 8 a.m. • Free • Old 
Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., 
Round Rock • 341-3361 • Register at  
www.roundrockrecreation.com

9 Round Rock landscape community 
workshop
Round Rock stakeholders will have the 
opportunity to voice what they want to see in 
Round Rock landscapes. A certain amount 
of trees and shrubs are required on each 
new development site, and the city also 
regulates the preservation of existing trees, 
such as live oaks. These rules have been in 
place for several years, and city officials are 
seeking input from the community through an 
interactive community workshop. • 5:30– 
7 p.m. • Free • Grand Meeting Room of the 
Allen R. Baca Center, 301 West Bagdad Ave., 
Bldg. 2, Round Rock • 341-3321

Round Rock ISD robotics fair 
Students from across the district will 
demonstrate the work and engineering 
projects they completed for the First Lego 
League competitions. High school engineering 
classes will display and model projects they 
have incorporated into their classwork and 
show off models used in competitions. 
5–7 p.m. • Free  • McNeil High School 
cafeteria, 5720 McNeil Drive, Austin 
www.roundrockisd.org

10 Monthly chamber luncheon
The Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce will 
host its monthly luncheon. RSVP by May 6.

Online Calendar
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May 20–22 
By Rebecca LaFlure

Pflugerville residents can enjoy a parade, live music, dance performances, carnival games 
and arts and crafts booths at the city’s largest three-day festival.

The event also will include a 5K Pfun Run, Walk and Kids K on May 22. 

An extensive lineup of bands will play all three days, and Texas Jugglers will roam the park 
noon–5 p.m. on May 21. 

The festival will conclude with a performance by Jeremy Miller Band and Brave Combo. 

May 20, 5 p.m.–midnight; May 21, 10 a.m.–midnight; May 22, 11 a.m.–midnight • May 20 and 
22, $4 per person; May 21, $5 per person. Children younger than 6 years are free • Pfluger 
Park, 501 City Park Road, Pflugerville • 251-5082, www.cityofpflugerville.com/dpfest
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Pflugerville celebrates its German heritage each year with a multitude of events, including a 5K Pfun 
Run, Walk and Kids K. 

36th annual Deutschen Pfest Live music in May Recent highlights

Rick Ravel (middle), president of Karavel Shoes, 
celebrated the opening of new Balance Round 
Rock, 201 university Oaks Blvd., Ste. 790, at a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony april 6. it is the second 
shoe store owned by Karavel Shoes.
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Three-year-old Makenzie Clark shows off her 
Easter egg basket april 16 at Pflugerville’s 
Easter Pfestival.
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Pflugerville children participated in obstacle 
courses and explored fire trucks and police cars 
april 2 at the city’s Police Bike Rodeo. 
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Residents purchased ceramic bowls decorated 
by local students and artists at the Round Rock 
Empty Bowls Festival on april 2. all proceeds 
benefited the Round Rock area Serving Center. 
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Pflugerville teachers, students and parents 
marched from Pflugerville High School to 
Pfluger Park on april 2 as part of the Texas State 
Teachers association Day of action. 
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bigShotz Neighborhood bar
399 W. Louis Henna blvd., Round Rock
388-5050, www.bigshotzbar.com
Wednesday and Saturday Karaoke
First Friday Steven Franks
Second Friday Mike Jones
Third Friday Joe Barrientos
Fourth Friday Earl Hinton 

European bistro
111 E. Main St., Pflugerville
835-1919, www.european-bistro.com
Fridays Donald Hill, pianist
Saturdays and Sundays Shirley Johnson, 

accordionist and vocalist

Gumbo’s of Round Rock
901 Round Rock ave., Round Rock
671-7925, www.gumbosroundrock.com
Friday and Saturday Live music from  

7–10 p.m. on the patio

Hanover’s Draught Haus
108 E. Main St., Pflugerville
670-9617, www.hanoversaustin.com
May 6 The Newsboyz
 7  Aimless Gun, Vallejo
11  One Shot Johnny
13  The Weathermen
14  Go 4 Broke
20  Suede Austin
21  Blue Finger Disco

Junior’s Grill and Ice House
119 E. Main St., Round Rock
310-7777, www.juniorsgrillroundrock.com
www.myspace.com/juniorsroundrock
May 6 Seventh Sun
10  Eric Barrera
11  Jay Satellite
12  Kevin and the Krawlers
13  Stephen Dae
14  Blue Dog Band
16  Eric Barrera
17  Nick Rogers
18  The Vinyl 45s
19  Jimmy and the Lunar Rollers
21  Robyn N’ Steelin, Lucas Cook
25  Jeremy Miller, Patty David Band
28  Texas Soul Band, Clayton Gardner,  

Heirborne
30  Eric Barrera
31  Nick Rogers

The Red Rooster 
109 E. Pecan St. Pflugerville, 251-4129, 
live music 9:30 p.m.–1:30 a.m.
May 6 Brewer Nation
7  Hit Squad
13  Lisa Marshall
14  April Hall
20  The Haymakers
21  The Weathermen
27  Lucas Cook Band
28  Jeremy Miller Band

Roadhouse bar & Grill
1103 Wonder Drive, Round Rock 218-0813
 Wednesdays and Saturdays Karaoke
Thursdays Open Mic with MoJo

Star Co.
114 E. Main St., Round Rock
401-3811, www.starcocoffee.com
Wednesday Open mic night
Thursdays and Fridays Live jazz music 

from 7–10 p.m.
May 6 Chaney Band
19  Second Line Jazz

Vino 100 Round Rock
3021 S. I-35, Ste. 120, Round Rock
255-0526, www.vino100roundrock.com
May 12 Johnny Deftone
13  Blue Rail
19  Russell Mayes
26  Randy Stern
27  Sound of AM

activities planned. • 5 p.m. • Free • Old 
Settler’s Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., 
Round Rock • rvirgne@round-rock.tx.us

28 Track and field meet
The event is a family fun day for young 
athletes ages 5 to 8 years who are new to 
track and field. • Gates open at 7:30 a.m, field 
events start at 9 a.m. and running events start 
at 11:30 a.m. • $5 per athlete • McNeil High 
School Stadium, 5720 McNeil Drive, Austin 
563-2893, www.aausports.org

29 Walk 4 Me 5K run/walk
The event raises money to buy hearing devices 
for the deaf and hard-of-hearing. It includes 
food, music, prizes and entertainment. 
9 a.m.–8 p.m. • Old Settlers Park, Lakeview 
Pavilion, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round 
Rock • 522-0583, www.hear-4me.org

May 31–Aug.19 Y Day Camp
The day camp for children in kindergarten 
through fifth grade features indoor and 
outdoor activities and themes that promote 
personal growth. The registration deadline 
is May 29. Weekdays from 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. 
$125 per child per week for YMCA members; 
$135 per child per week for non-members 
School district site locations in Pflugerville and 
Round Rock • 615-6663, www.ymcagwc.org 

June
3 Movies in the Park
The Round Rock Parks and Recreation 
Department and Time Warner Cable present 
“Megamind” at Movies in the Park. Residents 
can bring their own snacks, but concessions 
will be available. • 7:30 p.m. Free Old Settlers 
Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock 
218-5540

6 Dr. Becker’s Big Bus Tour
Marty Becker, author and veterinarian for 
“Good Morning America” and “The Dr. Oz 
Show,” will arrive by bus to give dog owners 
tips for raising a healthier, happier dog. The 
tour is a part of a national campaign for his 
latest book, “Your Dog: The Owner’s Manual.” 
12:30–2 p.m. • Free • PETCO, 19000 
Limestone Commercial Drive, Pflugerville 
www.drmartybecker.com

The Literacy Council of Williamson 
County volunteer seminar
The Literacy Council of Williamson County 
needs volunteers to help adults learn to 
speak, read and write English or to help adults 
prepare for the GED exam. Learn more by 
attending an orientation session. • 6 p.m. 
Free • Round Rock Public Library, 216 E. Main 
St., Round Rock • 869-0497

9 Wine tasting
The event includes a raffle, silent auction 
and jewelry sale as well as wine, cheese and 
chocolate tasting. All proceeds benefit Faith in 
Action Caregivers-Round Rock. • 4:30–6 p.m. 
$10 • Water 2 Wine, Sky Ridge Plaza, Round 
Rock • 310-1060
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EDUCATION

By Rebecca LaFlure
Round Rock and Pfluger-

ville ISD officials released more 
detailed lists of staff layoffs and 
other proposed budget reductions 
in April amid anticipated cuts to 
state funding. 

Now school officials are waiting 
to hear if the state budget situa-
tion is less severe than expected 
so they can bring some employees 
and programs back. 

Texas lawmakers are expected 
to slash up to $7.8 billion in edu-
cation funding to help balance 
an estimated $27 billion budget 
shortfall for the next two years, 
forcing school districts across the 
state to cut their budgets.

RRISD faces losing up to 
$61 million of its $345 mil-
lion 2011–12 budget, and PISD 
anticipates dealing with an up to 
$20 million reduction to its $150 
million 2011–12 budget.

Officials at both districts have 
already begun laying off employ-
ees and trimming programs, but 
they will not know how much 
funding they will receive until 
lawmakers pass the state’s budget. 
If the Texas Senate and House do 
not reach a compromise by the 
end of May, lawmakers will call 
a special session that could go on 
until mid-July.

“We’re in the waiting period,” 
PISD Superintendent Charles 
Dupre said. “When the Legis-
lature finishes their work, then 
we’ll know how much money we 
have available to figure out what 
to really cut, what to keep and 
how our priorities play into that.”

Round Rock ISD 
The RRISD school board voted 

to lay off 242 employees during a 
meeting April 11, and officials say 
more staff cuts are to come. 

School districts approve staff layoffs

The employees—all on pro-
bationary contracts—included 
classroom teachers, counselors, 
nurses, librarians and admin-
istrators. The district has not 
released the number of employees 
eliminated in each category.

RRISD spokeswoman JoyLynn 
Occhiuzzi said officials have also 
identified 70 central office and 
auxiliary employees who will be 
laid off, and that number is likely 
to increase. 

The central office reductions 
will cover all levels of employees, 
from assistant superintendent to 
hourly support staff. RRISD offi-
cials have until June 31 to notify 
these employees, Occhiuzzi said.

If the state budget situation 
improves, RRISD officials hope to 
rehire many of the teachers. 

“We still remain very optimis-
tic that the budget will improve at 
the state level, and we’re commit-
ted to hiring back as many teach-
ers as possible,” Occhiuzzi said. 

On April 19, Round Rock ISD 
released a list of proposed budget 
reductions to help balance a 
projected $61 million shortfall 
in state funding for the 2011–12 

school year. The cuts, totaling 
about $40 million, are ranked in 
the order they would be added 
back if finding becomes available. 

The district also plans to use 
$20 million of its fund balance to 
help minimize the cuts. 

Results of a community survey, 
staffing study and financial 
comparisons to similar districts 
guided the process, officials said. 

The list includes increasing 
class sizes in fifth grade, middle 
school and high school class-
rooms; cutting several programs 
and eliminating all cell phone 
and travel allowances for direc-
tors through the superintendent. 

Board members reviewed the 
list April 28 and agreed not to 
cut transportation for students 
who live between 2 and 2.5 miles 
of their campuses and to rehire 
seven counselors who had been 
laid off. 

The most heated discussions 
came when addressing plans to 
eliminate two athletic periods 
from each campus and restruc-
ture the fine arts departments 
in all RRISD schools. Board 
members decided to split up the 

items and move portions of them 
higher up on the priority list.

Board members will continue 
to evaluate the list at their May 12 
budget workshop meeting.

Pflugerville ISD
While no Pflugerville ISD 

librarians or nurses were cut due 
to budget reasons, officials still 
eliminated nearly 140 jobs: 78 
teaching positions, 20 central 
administration employees and 40 
campus-level employees. 

Dupre said that although many 
of the teaching positions were 
reduced through attrition, some 
were eliminated through layoffs. 

PISD avoided laying off full-
time librarians by requiring 
them to take on extra teaching 
responsibilities in the Gifted and 
Talented program, Dupre said. 
Nurse positions are likely to be 
reduced gradually through attri-
tion, he said. 

For the past four months, 
school officials have gathered 
input through several budget 
forums and committee meetings, 
resulting in a final list of pro-
posed budget cuts. 

RRISD and PISD: The road to the 2011–12 budget
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•  RRISD officials imple-
ment a hiring freeze 
Jan. 6. Superintendent 

Jesús Chávez asks depart-
ments to cut 8 percent of their 

budgets and campuses to cut 
their budgets by 5 percent. Each 
department must trim 6 percent 
of the money allotted for salaries.

• PiSD creates a budget and com-
pensation committee made up of 
representatives from all areas of 
the district.

• RRiSD begins hosting community 
budget forums in February. 

•  PISD hosts a series of public 
budget forums.

• RRiSD and PiSD officials notify 
contracted employees whose posi-

tions might be cut. By state law, school 
officials must notify contracted employ-
ees of their job status at least  
45 days before the last day of school.

• The RRiSD school board votes to lay off 
242 employees, and the PiSD school 
board votes to eliminate 138 positions.

• The districts finalize their lists of 
proposed budget cuts and indicate which 
items would be the first to come back 
once funding becomes available.

• legislators are 
expected to approve 
the state budget. 

after that, district of-
ficials will know whether 

they can rehire teachers 
or bring back programs 
slated to be cut.

• RRiSD will adopt its budget 
in June in order to begin 
the next fiscal year starting 
in July.

• PiSD will adopt its 
budget in august and 
begin its fiscal year in 
September.

• The 2011–12 school 
year is scheduled to 
start aug. 23.
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According to the list, the 
district will save money by 
increasing class sizes, outsourcing 
custodial staff, reducing PISD’s 
contribution to employee health 
insurance by $28 per month, 
reducing middle school and high 
school fine arts and athletics bud-
gets, and increasing average daily 
attendance. 

In all, the list includes about 
$19.73 million in savings. 

Dupre said as funding becomes 
available, the district plans to 
rehire many of the teachers who 
were laid off. 

Dupre stressed that the final 
list of budget cuts was the result 
of input from all areas of the 
school district and community.

 “Everything we did from the 
beginning incorporated school 
leaders, budget committee, com-
munity members and the school 
board,” Dupre said. “Not every 
one person may agree with every-
thing, but they can know they 
had a voice.”

To view full lists of the dis-
tricts’ budget cuts, visit  
www.roundrockisd.org and 
www.pflugervilleisd.net.
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TRANSPORTATION

By Joe Olivieri
A recently formed Travis 

County citizens group will start 
whittling down a $637 million 
wish list to about $150 million in 
roads and parks projects, includ-
ing several in Pflugerville, to put 
before voters in a November bond 
referendum.

The Travis County Citizens 
Bond Advisory Committee, as 
the group is named, may add 
up to $250 million in facilities 
improvements, bringing the total 
referendum to $400 million.

During the past few years, resi-
dents and government workers 
have identified projects too large 
or expensive to be completed 
by just the county, said Steve 
Manilla, executive director for 
the county’s Transportation and 
Natural Resources Department. 
These projects—approximately 
$637 million worth of work as 
of April 6—became the univer-
sal project list. The list did not 
include facilities improvements.

In January, the Planning and 
Budget Office told the transporta-
tion department to cut the list. 
The county created the citizens 

Citizens group considers projects for Travis County bond referendum
committee to gauge the appro-
priateness of a bond referendum, 
as well as its scope, priorities and 
fiscal impact.

The department presented 
its latest draft of the universal 
project list to the committee at its 
April 21 meeting. Several Pfluger-
ville projects, as well as updated 
cost estimates, were included in 
that draft, dated April 20.

In March, the county judge and 
each of the four commissioners 
appointed three people to the 
group. Pflugerville residents are 
represented by Commissioner 
Sarah Eckhardt’s appointees 
Nicole Francois, Larry Graham 
and Jeffrey W. Travillion Sr.

The committee will spend May 
trimming the list. The committee 
will report to the Commissioners 
Court and host public outreach 
meetings in June and July. The 
county must notify the election 
division of an intent to contract 
with the county clerk for election 
services by Aug. 12. It will spend 
September preparing for the elec-
tion on Nov. 8.

For more information, visit 
www.co.travis.tx.us.
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Proposal’s potential impact: upgrade facilities and roads

Possible bond projects in Pflugerville

Roadway capacity projects

1  Widen Jesse Bohls Drive from two-and-a-half to four lanes; realign  
 2.5 miles from Weiss lane to Cameron Road—$15,337,500

2  Construct a 1-mile, two-lane extension of East Pflugerville Parkway  
 from Weiss lane to Jesse Bohls Drive—$2,337,000

3  Widen 3 miles of Weiss lane from two to four lanes from Pecan  
 Street to Cele Road—$15,881,000

Roadway safety improvements

4  Safety improvements along 1.7 miles of Rowe lane from Toll 130  
 to Martin lane—$1,463,000

Drainage projects

5  Drainage improvements on Crystal Bend Drive—$1,849,000

Bridge safety projects

6  Rehabilitate or replace the Weiss lane bridge—$730,000

Greenway/river corridor improvements

7  add recreational facilities, trails and infrastructure to Gilleland  
 Creek greenway—$7 million

Metro Park improvements

8  Work on the entrance road, parking, play fields and BMX facilities 
 at the northeast Metro Park—$6.2 million

1
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445
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130
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Gilleland Creek Trail

Map not to scale

Martin Ln.

Crystal Bend Dr.

Cele Rd.

Schedule your Camp and 
Sports Physicals today!

ROUND ROCK
PEDIATRICS

255-6033 BERNADETTE M. BROWN, M.D.
Board Certi� ed Pediatrician 

  Newborn to 18     Prenatal Consultations

   Physicals and im
m

unizations  

www.cityofp� ugerville.com/trashtalk Please call prior to leaving bulk items curbside 512-990-6100

• furniture
• stoves
• washers and dryers
• mattresses
• refrigerators & freezers*

(*Appliances normally containing Freon 
must be purged and a certi� cate indicating 
it has been purged must be attached to 
the unit)

Don’t forget – Up to six additional bags of 
trash permitted with your cart including 
bagged leaves and grass clippings.

IESI picks up these 
bulk items curbside:
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Interested in a 

Bachelor of Science  

in Nursing?

We are located in both 

Bryan-College Station  

and Round Rock.

Scan this QR code with your smart phone, or go to: 

nursing.tamhsc.edu

Stop by our branch in Round Rock
(located at 1000 South Mays St.)

aplusfcu.org
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  Pflugerville City Council
100 E. Main St., Pflugerville
990-6101
Replays at www.cityofpflugerville.com 
May 10 and 24, 7 p.m.

  Round Rock City Council
221 E. Main St., Round Rock
218-5401, replays at  
www.roundrocktexas.gov/replay 
May 12 and 26, 7 p.m.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin 
854-9555, www.traviscounty.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

Meetings

CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Blake Rasmussen and Rebecca LaFLure

Three named to boards 
The Round Rock City Council 

appointed three individuals to unex-
pired vacancies on three boards and 
commissions at the April 14 meeting, 
choosing to pull and re-advertise the 
two other open spots.

Open seats on the Round Rock 
Housing Authority and an ad hoc 
position on the Capital Improvements 
Advisory Committee were pulled 
from the agenda. James Parker was the 
only eligible applicant for the housing 
authority, and Mayor Alan McGraw 
expressed concern that he would be 
on three committees. Parker is also on 
the Civil Service Commission.

The CIAC position was pulled as the 
council asked for more information 
on the duties of the CIAC.

Plazas move forward 
On April 14, the Round Rock City 

Council approved the next steps for the 
creation of two planned downtown plazas.

The council unanimously approved a 
contract with Westar Construction for 
the development of the City Hall Plaza 
and voted to include an additional shade 
structure. The total cost of the contract is 
$432,271. 

The City Hall Plaza is planned for the 
area along Main Street on the west side of 
City Hall. Westar Construction was also 
responsible for the recent construction 
around City Hall that repaved the side-
walks.

According to the City Council agenda 
summary sheet, construction will begin at 
the end of April or beginning of May with 
completion targeted for the end of July.

The city also unanimously approved a 
contract for design services for the Munici-
pal Office Complex from Round Rock firm 
Baker-Aicklen & Associates in the amount 
of $41,328. The MOC Plaza is planned 
for the area south of the Baca Center and 
McConico Building.

The design process for the MOC Plaza 
is expected to be completed in August 

with construction occurring from October 
to March 2012. Construction on South 
Brown Street has delayed the MOC Plaza 
by about three months.

City Hall Plaza was designed to be a flex-
ible open play space during the day and a 
a small-even center at night. MOCS would 
likely host larger events. 

The two plazas are part of the city’s 
Downtown Master Plan, which also 
includes plans for a third plaza in the area 
under the water tower. There is currently 
no timeline for the third plaza.

Williamson County 

Round RockPflugerville 

Judge rules against 
councilman in open 
meetings suit 

A federal judge ruled March 25 that the 
Texas Open Meetings Act does not stifle 
elected officials’ free speech rights.

Pflugerville Mayor Pro Tem Victor Gon-
zales and 16 other city officials from across 
the state sued the State of Texas and Texas 
Attorney Greg Abbott, arguing that the 
law violates their First Amendment rights.

U.S. District Judge Robert Junell ruled in 
favor of the state, noting the law only pun-
ishes city officials when they hide delibera-
tions from citizens in closed meetings.

Pflugerville City Attorney Floyd Akers 
said city officials will appeal the decision 
due to “judicial errors.”

“[Junell] wrote in his opinion that the 
law was not vague; we believe it’s extremely 
vague,” Akers said. “There are multiple 
points of error in his logic, and we don’t 
believe we’ll have much trouble getting 
it overturned at the 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals.”

House bill aims to attract 
green business 

State Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, has 
authored a bill that would allow Pfluger-
ville to more freely offer tax incentives to 
renewable energy companies.

Pflugerville officials testified in support 
of the bill April 20 during a house commit-
tee hearing, where it was left pending.

If passed, HB 3254 would establish a 
renewable energy investment zone for the 
site of a proposed business park on the 
southwest corner of Pecan Street and Toll 
130. Green energy companies who move to 
that area would receive up to a 50 percent 
city property tax break for up to 15 years.

“Ultimately, our charge at the Pfluger-
ville Community Development Corp. is 
to create as many jobs as possible,” said 
Floyd Akers, interim executive director 
of the PCDC. “[The bill] would make this 
place a lot more attractive for people to do 
business.”

Williamson named 
healthiest county in Texas

Williamson County is the healthiest 
county in Texas, according to a report 
released March 30. 

County Health Ranking, a project 
involving the University of Wisconsin 
Population Health Institute and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, releases a set 
of annual reports ranking the health of 
counties in every state. Travis County was 
named sixth out of 223 counties in Texas. 

The nationwide study weighs factors 
such as access to health care, health behav-
iors, graduation rates, premature death, 
low birth-weight babies, single-parent 
households, violent crime rates, air quality 

and access to recreation. Williamson 
ranked high in lifespan and quality of life.

For more information, visit  
www.countyhealthrankings.org.

Source: www.countyhealthrankings.org

Rank Health outcomes

1 Williamson

2 Collin

3 Denton

4 Gillespie

5 Rockwall

6 Travis

1         Williamson

Rank Health factors

1 Collin

2 Kendall

3 Gillespie

4 Williamson

5 Comal

9 Travis

Board/commission appointees:

• Jim Shelgren—Planning and Zoning  
Commission

• James Parker—Building Standards  
Commission/Fire Code Board of appeals

• Earle Sherrod—Zoning Board of adjustments
Map not to scale

Source: City of Round Rock
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Health outcomes, for which Williamson County was 
cited, measures lifespan and quality of life. Health 
factors accounts for factors that contribute to 
health outcomes.
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University Blvd

University Oaks Blvd

SAVINGS    CASH BACK CHECKING    LOW-RATE AUTO LOANS    MORTGAGE LENDING

ROUND ROCK
BRANCH
Now Open!

GPS Coordinates 
(30.554893, -97.691068)

101 University Oaks Blvd.

(Next to IKEA)

Join online – rbfcu.org 
512-‐833-‐3300  or  1-‐800-‐580-‐3300 

Membership eligibility is required, but there are plenty of ways to join. Loans are subject to credit approval. Programs terms subject to change without notice. For complete details, visit rbfcu.org. Federally insured by the NCUA.

• State-of-the-Art Facility
• Digital X-Rays
• Most Insurance Plans 

Accepted
• Hablamos Español

• Movie Theater for Kids
• Video Games
• Play Area
• No Cavity Dental Awards
• WIFI Access

• Board Certifi ed    

• Care of All Ages

• Urgent Illness/Injury

• Immunizations 

• Preventive Care

• Women’s Health
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AT THE CAPITOL

By Marcus Funk
Williamson County communities may soon be “made 

whole” in the Texas House of Representatives, and Leander 
and Cedar Park may have a brand-new seat to call their own.

Maps expanding the Williamson County delegation to 
three seats were approved by the House of Representatives on 
April 28, and they included a proposal by Reps. Larry Gonza-
les, R-Round Rock, and Charles Schwertner, R-Georgetown, 
to keep local municipalities intact.

Currently, Gonzales and Schwertner split the county’s two 
state house seats, and most cities and towns are split between 
them. Under House Bill 150, Round Rock, Hutto, Taylor, 
Coupland and part of southern Georgetown would be fully 
contained inside House District 52, the district Gonzales cur-
rently represents.

Brushy Creek, Cedar Park, Leander and parts of north-
west Austin would be grouped into a new version of House 
District 149. Most of Georgetown and the remainder of Wil-
liamson County would be combined with Burnet and Milam 
counties to expand House District 20, which Schwertner 
holds.

“As is, HD 52 has Georgetown High School, and HD 20 
has [Round Rock neighborhood] Stoney Brook. The difficulty 
is, when you’re just looking at lines, bad things can happen. 
That’s the first thing you fix,” Gonzales said. “It’s very difficult 
because it has a domino effect everywhere else, but the first 
premise was that everybody in Williamson County be made 
whole.”

Those “domino effects” were part of two days of House 
discussions that ended with a 92–54 vote, mostly along party 
lines, approving new House districts for the entire state. 
Because the number of House seats is capped at 150, and 
because redistricting can be very partisan, shifting the map 
in one area means changes for other regions.

Republicans like Rep. Burt Solomons, R-Carrollton, say 
the map fairly represents Texas voters and complies with the 
federal Voting Rights Act.

Many Democrats, on the other hand, have been especially 
critical of the bill, arguing it does not fairly represent His-
panic growth rates or “minority opportunity” districts. Local 
Austin Democrats, Reps. Donna Howard and Mark Strama 
both abstained from the vote to protest what they called a 
self-serving and hyper-partisan process.

The bill reshaping House districts now moves on to the 
state Senate, which is also considering new maps for its mem-
bers. A bill redrawing congressional districts is upcoming.

Proposed HD 52 would 
fully cover Round Rock how much change is in store?

Current State House districts

Proposed State House redistricting

State House districts covering Round Rock

Williamson County

Milam County
Burnet County

Milam County

Williamson County

Round Rock

Round Rock

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12462
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growth spurt

District 52 
219,345 people 

51,708 too many
30.85% too high 

District 20
228,091 people

60,454 too many
36.06% too high

House districts 20 
and 52 are prime 

candidates for new 
boundary lines, given 

that both exceed ideal 
population counts.

281

isit our website for specials!ppppppppppp

Dr. Nancy Guenthner, Developmental Optometrist
7700 Cat Hollow Drive, Suite 105 
Round Rock, TX 78681
512.501.2100 • www.aspirevisioncare.com

Call today to schedule an appointment! 

I-35

45

Cat Hollow

O’ConnorGreat Oaks
620

www.aspirevisioncare.com
Boating, golfi ng, enjoying the Texas sun this summer? 
Don’t forget to protect your eyes and vision with high quality sunwear!

Check out our updated selection of sunglasses. 

Source: http://gis1.tlc.state.tx.us
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AUSTIN
 Medical Park Tower
 1301 West 38th St., 

Suite 400
 Austin, TX 78705
 Phone: 512.324.3440

 ARC Far West 
 Medical Tower
 6811 Austin Center 

Blvd., Suite 410
 Austin, TX 78731
 Phone: 512.324.2705

 LaDera Park
 11673 Jollyville Rd., 

Suite 205-B
 Austin, TX 78759
 Phone: 512.345.8888

 Southwest Health 
Plaza

 7900 FM 1826, 
 Suite 170
 Austin, TX 78737
 Phone: 512.324.9250

BURNET
 Seton Burnet 
 Specialty Clinic
 200 CR 340A, Bldg. 2, 

Suite A
 Burnet, TX 78611
 Phone: 512.715.3032

LOCKHART
 Seton Family of 
 Doctors at Lockhart
 209 Church Street, 

Suite A
 Lockhart, TX 78644
 Phone: 512.504.0860
 

LULING
 Seton Family of 
 Doctors at Luling
 711 Hackberry Street
 Luling, TX 78644
 Phone: 512.504.0860

GIDDINGS
 Giddings Professional 

Crossing
 219 A. East Railroad
 Giddings Texas 78942
 Phone: 979.542.9000

KYLE
 Seton Family of 
 Doctors at Kyle
 5103 Kyle Center 

Drive, Suite 108
 Kyle, TX 78640
 Phone: 512.504.0860

PFLUGERVILLE
 Seton Family of 
 Doctors at Stone Hill
 1512 Town Center 

Drive, Suite 100
 Pflugerville, TX 78660
 Phone: 512.324.4812

ROUND ROCK
 Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza 1
 301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 302
 Round Rock, TX 78665
 Phone: 512.324.4812

For more than 25 years, the Seton Family of Hospitals has been the 
regional leader in advanced care for heart failure. Now the Seton 
Heart Institute offers you convenient access to top cardiovascular 
specialists close to home. From prevention and diagnosis to 
treatment and follow-up care, we’re caring for hearts all across 
Central Texas.

For appointments, please call the clinic nearest you. Chances are, 
we’re just around the corner.

CARING FOR THE 
HEART OF TEXAS

L E A D E R S  AT  H E A R T
SetonHeart.com

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pflugerville, Tx 78660 
Phone 512-989-6900 • Fax 512-989-6901

www.drbainpediatricdentist.com

Spring cleaning isn’t 
just for your home!

Spring into action and reserve a spot for your child with Dr. 
Bain! Your child will love our state of the art facility, gaming 
arcade, and selection of classic movies.

During February, Children’s Dental Health Month, Dr. Bain 
encouraged proactive oral health by donating dental supplies 
to over 4,000 children in our community.

Spring and summer appointments � ll quickly. Don’t be left 
sweating trying to reserve a spot for your child. Call Dr. Bain’s 
o�  ce today! 

Dr. Bain is featured in Newsweek 
December 13, 2010 Issue as a Top Dentist In Texas.
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NEWS REPORT

By Rebecca LaFlure
A year after scrapping plans for a 

regional detention pond because it cost 
$16.2 million more than initially esti-
mated, Pflugerville city officials have 
agreed to build a smaller version. 

The Pflugerville City Council voted 
April 12 to construct a detention pond 
on the northwest corner of FM 685 and 
Pflugerville Parkway. The pond will pro-
vide storm water detention for Stone Hill 
Town Center and will be located on land 
owned by Terrell Timmermann.

Detention ponds protect surrounding 
areas from flooding by temporarily hold-
ing a set amount of water while it drains to 
another location. 

As a part of the deal, Timmermann will 
provide 10 acres of land, Stone Hill devel-
oper NewQuest Properties will contribute 
about $500,000 and the city will pay the 
$1.15 million it already had set aside for the 
project. 

In all, the city expects the pond to cost 
$1.65 million. 

“We stayed within our original budget, 
our detention needs are met, and it’s at no 
extra cost to citizens,” Pflugerville spokes-
woman Terri Waggoner said. 

The decision to build a smaller pond 
comes after more than six years of dif-
ficulties. In April 2005, the city signed an 
agreement with Timmermann to construct 
a detention pond on a portion of the devel-
oper’s 300-acre property. 

Unlike the current project, the old plans 
for the detention pond would have served 
as part of a proposed Pflugerville city cen-
ter that was to include a new City Hall, 19 
acres of parkland, and water fountains. 

David Armbrust, an Austin-based attor-
ney representing the Timmermann family, 
said that, under the original deal, the 
Timmermanns agreed to provide the land 
and the city would pay for the bulk of the 
project. Stone Hill developer NewQuest 
Properties would have also contributed 
more than $500,000 toward construction 

Detention pond agreement reached

of the pond, just as it is for the current 
pond.

However, the projects never came 
together as planned. Pflugerville residents 
voted down the new City Hall in a May 
2008 bond election. In 2010, city officials 
scrapped the detention pond project after 
they saw cost estimates increase from 
 $2.8 million to as much as $18.8 million. 

“They decided that the city couldn’t 
afford to do that,” Armbrust said. “It was 
really not feasible.”

Stone Hill entered into an agreement 
allowing it to temporarily drain water 
across the Timmermann property, but that 
agreement ends May 7. 

Waggoner said the detention pond will 
provide a permanent solution for storm 
water detention as well as reduce the risk 
of flooding and encourage more economic 
development in that area.

45
TOLL

130
TOLL

685

Pflugerville Pkwy.

Stone Hill 
Town Center

Map not to scale

City OKs $1.65 million 
detention pond
The City of Pflugerville voted 
to enter into an agreement 
with the developers behind 
Stone Hill Town Center and 
the Timmermann family to 
complete a long-awaited 
detention pond serving Stone 
Hill Town Center. The city 
estimates the project will cost 
$1.65 million, about one-tenth 
as much as previous versions 
of the pond would have cost. 
The pond will be located on 
the Timmermann land.

Timmermanns plan new  
mixed-use development 
The City of Pflugerville signed an economic 
development agreement with Terrell Tim-
mermann Oct. 29 for a 300-acre, mixed-use 
development on the northwest corner of the 
intersection of FM 685 and Pflugerville Park-
way. The developer could receive up to four 
$2.8 million payments, totaling $11.2 million, 
between 2013 and 2030, if the development 
reaches certain property tax benchmarks. 

Developer Barth Timmermann, Terrell Tim-
mermann’s son, said the proposed mixed-use 
development is still in its planning phases 
and he does not expect construction to start 
for at least another year. 

He said he hopes to eventually have 75 to 
80 acres of retail on the land in addition to 
residential development and office space. 
Timmermann said some big-box retailers 
have already expressed interest in the land, 
but nothing has been finalized. 

Timmermann
land 

302 N. Heatherwilde Blvd. Suite 200
Pflugerville, TX 78660  P: 512 252 3700  www.pflugderm.com

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated

Source: City of Pflugerville
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When Feeling Great Can’t Wait!
Busy Families and Individuals:

ALLERGIES

INJURED 
ARM

(X-RAY)

days, evenings and 
weekends.

®

 we’ll call you to let you 
know when your exam room 

Most major insurance accepted, 

EAR 

1-888-306-5311

Mon-Fri 8am-8pm
Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

NextCareImpact.com

Visit NextCareSummer.com 

1240 E. Palm Valley Blvd.

 (Pecan Park)
12701 FM 620

TXRR_Comm-ImpactNewsPpr_QTR4c_0411.indd   1 4/13/11   5:39:36 PM

Move Your Banking
In The Right Direction!

In the automotive repair business, service is the key driver of 
success. Looking for the same level of responsiveness is what 
steered us to Independent Bank.

Brian Cauthorn and the Independent Bank team gave an 
impressive performance at every turn. He accelerated the loan 
process and handled dozens of follow-up calls with diligence and 
speed. And, along with quick answers and genuine friendliness, 
he always kept us in the loop.  

Looking for a bank that meets every challenge head on? 
Independent Bank is miles ahead of the competition!

Billy Leavings, Qual Tech Automotive,
with Brian Cauthorn, Assistant VP-Round Rock

4420 Sunrise Road | Round Rock, TX  78665 | 512.733.7766 | independent-bank.com
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Downtown Pflugerville
Downtown Pflugerville

Residential

Land use

Business Vacant  
building 
space

Church Government Vacant 
land

Downtown
Continued from | 1

had a mix of modern and historic elements. 
However, many of the report’s plans 

never came to fruition, partly due to 
push-back from residents. There were also 
disagreements over public funding for  
downtown.

“We met and met ... and we made a 
wonderful document,” said Carolyn Graf, 
former president of the downtown asso-
ciation. “And then that just sat there. And 
then they revisited it later and then it wasn’t 
what they wanted.”

This contention over the direction of Old 
Town led to the 2009 Vision Report. Like  
others before it, the report was meant to 
consolidate past planning efforts and iden-
tify a downtown vision.

Still, some business owners say they are 
not seeing any results.

“We don’t know what the city’s trying 
to do to help us downtown or to bring 
businesses here,” said Gwen Blakeslee of 
Blakeslee, Monzigo and Co. in downtown 
Pflugerville and a former board member 
of the Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce. 
“It’s like a well-kept secret.”

City officials have worked to develop 
a zoning district for Old Town since the 
report’s creation two years ago, said Trey 
Fletcher, managing director of operations 
for the City of Pflugerville. He said the city 
has also re-evaluated the codes and land-
scaping ordinances to ensure they better 
attract businesses—addressing a concern 
in the vision report that the city’s codes 
were over-regulatory. 

Beyond that, Mayor Pro-Tem Victor 
Gonzales said he has not seen any signifi-
cant steps taken to revitalize downtown 
since drafting the report. 

“I don’t think there’s anything else we’ve 
done, to be honest,” Gonzales said. “It’s still 
a planning document, but … somebody 
has to pick it up and do something with it.” 

a challenging business climate
A concern voiced by some businesses 

owners and city leaders is there is no dis-
tinct theme downtown. The businesses do 
not follow a consistent style, resulting in a 
hodgepodge of buildings. 

“I just don’t think there’s been an energy, 
synergy, whatever you want to call it, that 
drives people to be downtown,” Gonzales 
said. 

Jean Garlick, the owner of Wordyisms 
and secretary of the Pflugerville Down-
town Association, said this lack of synergy 
coupled with low daytime foot traffic in 
Pflugerville has created a challenging busi-
ness environment for many downtown 
businesses.

“[The businesses] are here for a year or so 
and then they close down or go somewhere 
else,” said Garlick, a downtown business 
owner for 11 years.

The perception of high vacancy rates and 
quick business turnover is an issue that was 
addressed in Pflugerville’s 2009 downtown 
vision report. And while some businesses 
do come and go with some frequency, it is 
not out of the norm. 

According to a study of 144 downtown 
properties conducted on March 30 by Com-
munity Impact Newspaper, nearly 8 percent 
of usable, built retail space is vacant. Another 
7 percent is undeveloped land, or nearly 11 
percent if residential space is excluded. Of 
the 35 businesses that responded out of 64 
surveyed, half had been in business for three 
years or less.

The significance is that businesses tend 
to fail in their first five years. Jim Nolen, 
senior lecturer at The University of Texas 
McCombs School of Business, said nation-
ally 70 percent of businesses fail in the first 
five years and that failure is highest in the 
second and third year.

Still, local leaders said they were encour-
aged by some of the survey’s findings.

“I was thinking anything less than 10 per-
cent is good in this market,” Patricia Gervin-
Brown, president and CEO of the Pfluger-
ville Chamber of Commerce, said of the 
vacancy rate.

Others view it as a sign that conditions 
are improving.

“I think for right now, given the status 
quo, businesses are doing fine in Pfluger-
ville,” Gonzales said. “I haven’t seen busi-
nesses go out of business lately like they 
used to years ago.” 

a changing community
City officials and business owners have 

made a concerted effort to bring businesses 
and residents downtown and create more of 
a community identity. Garlick said one of 
the most successful initiatives came from a 
partnership through the City of Pflugerville 
and the Pflugerville Downtown Association. 

The two entities created the Pflugerville 
Pfall Chili Pfest and Pflugerville Holi-
day Stroll in an effort to raise downtown 
awareness.

“I think it definitely helps,” Garlick said. 
“Anytime you can get people down here to 
hear Rotel and the Hot Tomatoes, like we 
had at Chili Pfest, you hope that they’re 
looking around going, ‘Oh yeah, there’s a 
gift shop or there’s a framing shop.’”

Gervin-Brown also pointed to the Come 
Home to Shop campaign, a chamber-led 
program aimed at helping the downtown 
area that, since 2007, has developed into a 
partnership among all of the entities con-
cerned with downtown.

But for the city to see any significant 
results downtown, Gonzales said there 
would have to be a steering committee with 
a distinct vision to move it forward and 
strong support from Pflugerville residents.

It could also take a shift in the City Coun-
cil’s focus, Gonzales said. Pflugerville’s most 
recent growth has occurred in the east near  
Toll 130, and, in the past few years, much 
of the council’s attention has gone toward 
developments like Stone Hill Town Center. 

“Pflugerville has expanded so much over 
the past 10 to 15 years that it’s much more 
than just this core of the community that it 
used to be,” Fletcher said. 

Even so, business owners like Garlick say 
they do not want to see the city’s historical 
downtown be forgotten. Garlick recalled 
a recent business trip in which she drove 
through numerous small downtowns with 
vacant streets and boarded-up windows. 

“I’m afraid that could happen to down-
town. This town’s got a rich history,” Gar-
lick said, noting Pflugerville’s German 
roots and decades as a farming community. 
“I don’t want Pflugerville to lose its flavor.”

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12469

The Pflugerville central business 
district, as defined by the city, is 
more than 90 percent occupied by 
residences, churches, businesses 
and government buildings. Map not to scale

Source: City of Pflugerville, Community Impact Newspaper survey

Round Rock 
Christian 
Academy

Providing Excellence in 
Christian Education Since 1975

Now Enrolling For Fall 2011

• College-prep curriculum

• Athletics and Fine Arts 
programs

• Small class sizes

• Fully accredited through 
ACSI and AdvancED

• College entrance tests scores 
are higher than the state and 
national averages.

301 North Lake Creek Drive, 
Round Rock, TX, 78681

512-255-4491
www.rrca-tx.org
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Round Rock City Council candidates per open seat

2005

1 4M

Elections
Continued from | 1
conundrum run the gamut from wide-
spread satisfaction to apathy to an inability 
to commit the time to civic involvement. 
But the bottom line remains the same. 

“I think we could do a lot better,” Salinas 
said. “I’m disappointed in the voter partici-
pation.”

Voter turnout
“The decisions that your local elected offi-

cials make, in some ways, impact your life 
more,” Maxwell said, referring to the dis-
parity between the turnout for spring elec-
tions, when city officials are typically voted 
on, and November elections when state and 
federal candidates are on the ballot. 

In November 2005, for example, a rare 
winter race among four candidates for 
Round Rock City Council Place 6 drew 
12,778 voters. Just months prior, the 2005 
spring election drew 3,708. The 2006 city 
election attracted only 1,485.

From 2000 to 2009, the highest number 
of voters that participated in a Round Rock 
spring election was 4,599 in 2002, the year 
Maxwell was first elected. The low was the 
2006 total. The 10-year average was 2,719.

“It’s the same people,” said Robert Stluka, 
Round Rock mayor from 1999–2002, of the 
2,000 or so voters who show up at the polls 
every year. “I think it was just apathy.”

Participation theories
Apathy was just one of several explana-

tion offered for a city that currently has 
more than 48,000 registered voters.

Salinas said he attributes some of the low 

participation to the number of new resi-
dents who have not yet made a connection 
with the city. Mayor Alan McGraw said 
families might simply not have the time. 

And just about every city official who 
was asked about participation said some 
variation of the same thing—maybe people 
are just happy.

“We like to think that, well, if no one’s 
voting, then they must be happy with the 
job we’re doing,” Maxwell said.

There is some merit to Maxwell’s theory.
The 2010 Round Rock City Survey con-

ducted by the ETC Institute, a community-
based market research firm, showed that 87 
percent of residents were “satisfied” or “very 
satisfied” with the overall quality of life in the 
city. Citizens were pleased with the services 
provided by the city (79 percent) and said 
they felt “safe” or “very safe” in Round Rock  
(90 percent).

Overall, 93 percent thought the city was 
heading in the right direction.

Terrell Blodgett, Mike Hogg Professor 
Emeritus in Urban Management at The 
University of Texas, said there are two sides 
to that argument.

“People would argue people are well-sat-
isfied,” Blodgett said. “Other people would 
say they’re apathetic.”

Blodgett also said that a lack of time for 
individuals whose focus may be split could 
also lead to lower participation.

“You only need to get on I-35 at 8 in the 
morning to know that there is a whole lot of 
Round Rock ... people who work in Austin,” 
Blodgett said. “You have people with split 
loyalties and they have to figure out where 
they’re going to put their time and effort.”

City leaders
Getting people to simply fill out a bal-

lot has not been the only issue with Round 
Rock municipal elections. Lately, there has 
also been an issue getting names on the 
ballot in the first place.

This year’s spring election is the third 
time since 2006 and the second time in a 
row that every candidate for city govern-
ment is unopposed. 

In contested elections during that period, 
there were eight positions up for grabs, and 
only 10 total candidates. Councilman John 
Moman ran twice, losing his first race. One 
of the other two individuals who lost dur-
ing that period, Craig Morgan, is running 
unopposed this year.

Charlie Culpepper, mayor of Round Rock 
from 1993–99, said, like voter participation, 
the lack of new leaders may have more to do 
with satisfaction than anything else.

“If they had a burr in their saddle, they’d 
get involved,” Culpepper said. “But there’s 
no burr.”

Blodgett said two of the primary limit-
ing factors on seeking public office are 
time and money. Because all Round Rock 
elected positions are city-wide instead of 
by precinct, candidates must spend more 
money than they would otherwise in a sin-
gle-member district election, Blodgett said. 

Furthermore, Round Rock council 
members earn $750 per month and the 
mayor earns $1,000, plus a $200 vehicle 
allowance for both. So holding a full-time 
job and being an elected official—complete 
with city business, ribbon cuttings and city 
events—can be a difficult time commit-
ment to manage. Comment at more.impactnews.com/12468

“There’s a part of me that, yes, does have 
an issue with that [having no opponent],” 
said Salinas, who himself is running unop-
posed this year. “Where’s the next genera-
tion of leadership coming from? It’s some-
thing that does concern me.”

Leadership Round Rock
One of those in that next generation is 

future city council member Craig Morgan, 
an attorney who has lived in Round Rock 
since 2005. Morgan is a graduate of Lead-
ership Round Rock, a program run by the 
Chamber of Commerce that is designed to 
shape and develop future leaders.

“I think the thing that we try to hone 
in on is to get people to do this and get 
people to stay involved. And I think that’s 
the biggest challenge,” said Morgan, who 
is also on the program’s alumni board and 
whose wife, Amanda Morgan, is in charge 
of Leadership Round Rock. 

To that end, Leadership Round Rock puts 
participants through a nine-month pro-
gram in which they meet once a month for 
a full-day session meant to educate them 
on aspects of Round Rock from education 
to history to infrastructure. The chamber 
also runs Ascend, which is aimed at indi-
viduals younger than 40 years old.

The point of both is to engage individuals 
in the community, and they were created 
specifically by the chamber to do what Sali-
nas, Maxwell and others say is necessary to 
continue the direction of the city.

“We need to expand that core,” Max-
well said. “We need to develop the next  
generation.”

Source: City of Round Rock
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Complete, personalized healthcare  
is just around the corner.

Great healthcare is closer than you think. Scott & White 
offers several clinics for you and your family’s primary care, 
conveniently located throughout Williamson County. Each clinic 
is committed to personalized and responsive healthcare. And, 
if you need a specialist, our network instantly connects you to 
experts at Scott & White Hospital – Round Rock. Scott & White 
also accepts all major insurance plans, so the right care in the 
right place is more accessible than ever!

YOUR CHOICE.  THE TRUSTED CHOICE.

HELLO,
NEIGHBOR!

LET’S GET ACQUAINTED!
Scott & White Clinics are ready for you.

- 425 University Boulevard
- Burnet
- Cedar Park
- Cedar Park West
- Georgetown
- Georgetown Central
- Hutto
- Pflugerville
- Round Rock West
- Taylor

We offer extended hours in many locations.

Visit clinics.sw.org  
to learn more about services  
right in your neighborhood.

Dr. Chau Nguyen, DO 
Family Medicine
Scott & White Clinic - Pflugerville
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Important dates 
Early voting: May 2–May 10
last day for ballot by mail: May 6
Election day: May 14
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Round Rock ISD
Place 1 Place 6Place 3

Brian Sellers   
www.briansellers.org

Glen H. Colby   
glen_colby@roundrockisd.org

Diane Cox   
244-4998 
www.dianecox.com 
dianecox@austin.rr.com

Matt Stillwell  
matt@ 
stillwellinsurance.com, 
mattstillwell.com

David Dziadziola  
689-3762 
david@ 
daviddforrrisd.com 
www.daviddforrrisd.
com

Resident for: 34 years
Day job: Sells equipment for Meraki, a 
wireless networking company
Top priorities:
• Getting the right teacher in the classroom
• Being fiscally responsible
• Overall health and longevity of the district; 

looking into the future for growth and 
proper planning

Resident for: 21 years
Day job: Systems analyst for Waid Environmental
Top priorities:
• Protecting the classroom during the current 

budget reductions
• Focusing on fiscal restraint combined with 

efficient use of existing resources
• Continuing the drive to TEa Exemplary status 

for the district

Resident for: 13 years
Day job: Owner, Cruise Holidays of Round Rock
Top priorities:
• Conservative budget approach without 

impacting the classroom
• Student achievement
• Community communications

Resident for: Five years
Day job: insurance agent 
Top priorities:
• The district budget crisis
• Keeping quality teachers in the district
• increasing secondary language 

education

Resident for: Seven years
Day job: agent for new York life 
Top priorities:
• Financial oversight
• Better, more open communication 

between residents and schools
• Checks and balances and accountability 

between residents and schools

Round Rock City Council—Place 1

Pflugerville ISD—Place 7

Craig Morgan —uncontested

Rob Reyes—uncontested

The City of Round Rock canceled its election this year, as all three City Council seats up 
for election were unopposed. Mayor alan McGraw and Mayor Pro Tem Carlos Salinas will 
retain their spots on the council. Rufus Honeycutt, however, is not seeking re-election. 
instead, attorney Craig Morgan, who previously lost running against City Councilman John 
Moman in 2008, will replace Honeycutt after running unopposed for the open seat.

Morgan is an attorney who said he has always had a passion for public service and that 
his first run for office gave him the experience necessary to make a second run. His biggest 
issue is economic development, though transportation, public safety and quality of life 
issues were all at the top of his list.

“We have to focus on bringing jobs in here,” Morgan said, also adding that the city needs 
the sports complex that is currently in the planning stages. “We’re losing sales tax revenue 
not having it.”

robreyescampaign@sbcglobal.net 
www.robreyescampaign.com

Resident for: More than 4 years 
Day job: Consultant 
Top priority: Work collaboratively with 
the current board to bring resources 
and solutions for community nonprofits, 
private sector and other public agencies 
for use in the district

With only two candidates for two places up for election this year, both candidates for 
Pflugerville iSD will skate unopposed onto the board of trustees. Jimmy Don Havins will 
return as the board of trustees representative for Place 6 for another term. 

For Place 7, however, Rob Reyes is a new addition to the board, but not to area education. 
Reyes ran unsuccessfully in 2010 and has been on the Pflugerville Education Foundation 
board. His experience on that board, which provides alternative funding to teachers and 
students for use in the classroom, is part of what drives his desire to join the board of PiSD.

“i’ve noticed that there are some gaps in networking collectively to bring resources to our 
school districts,” said Reyes, who will be replacing James Hamann on the board.

a consultant by day, Reyes’ whole family is tied to the district. His wife, Karen, is a 
counselor in the district and they have two children who are also in PiSD.

He said that, given the current funding shortfall across the state and within the district, it 
was increasingly important to find other sources of money.

“i’m just really interested in bringing resources to students in classrooms that they might 
otherwise not receive through traditional channels,” Reyes said. “i’d like to be their voice 
and be accessible.”

2011 LocaL ELEctions

Pflugerville City Council

Brad Marshall   
www.facebook.com/ 
marshall4council

Denise McGillivray 
denise@mcgillivray.com 
www.facebook.com, 
search for  
Denise McGillivray for 
Pflugerville City Council

Resident for: 10 years
Day job: Owner and CEO of apeiron, a 
builders group
Top priorities:
• lower property taxes
• increase sales tax revenue
• Efficiency in local government

Resident for: 16 years 
Day job: Student 
Top priorities:
• Building a new animal shelter and 

improving services at the shelter
• lowering property taxes
• Recognizing the city staff for the role it 

plays in keeping the city efficient and on 
the right track

Jason Wilson 
jcwilson8@juno.com

 

Resident for: about three years
Day job: Computer operations in multi-
jurisdictional data center
Top priorities:
• Modernize the water infrastructure
• Relieve the tax burden
• improve the capacity/facilities of the 

animal shelter

Resident for: 15 years
Day job: Co-owner of Starr Homes Realty 
Top priorities: 
Sattler said she prefers not to list priorities, 
but instead to address the city completely. 
She said the budget will likely be this year’s 
big issue.

Place 1

Place 4

Starlet Sattler 
council4@cityofpflugerville.
com

Resident for: Six years
Day job: attorney 
Top priorities:
• Economic development
• Transportation—roads and infrastructure
• Public safety
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3000 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Ste. #65, Round Rock, TX 78665  Located by the Dell Diamond.

 Weight maintenance education 
included.

 Get rid of internal and external fat.
  Prescription HCG program and 
non HCG programs available

 Supervised by a board certifi ed 
physician.

Join us on Facebook

We have the most advanced technology in 
Laser Hair Removal to get you great results...at 

AFFORDABLE prices!
Our laser can also take care of your unwanted 
freckles, sun spots, sun damaged skin, spider 

veins, acne, and tighten your skin.

Call for your FREE consultation. LMS Patient

(512) 733-6464

THROW AWAY THE RAZOR AND STILL HAVE SMOOTH SILKY SKIN!



24 | FEaTURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Round Rock/Pflugerville Edition

blackhawk Golf Club
New owner resurrecting Pflugerville course 

b lackhawk Golf Club is making a 
comeback. After several years of 
declining conditions and falling 

revenues, the 20-year-old Pflugerville facil-
ity is being given a new lease on life under 
the new ownership and management of 
veteran golf executive Mike Ussery.  

Ussery, 55, and his Austin-based golf 
management company, OnCourse Strate-
gies, bought Blackhawk last November 
from GE Capital, the finance company 
which had taken the course back from 
its previous owner in 2007. Ussery began 
work immediately on a new irrigation sys-
tem, weed control, patching of bare spots 
and an upgrade of the cart fleet used by 95 
percent of his customers.

“I hope people are recognizing the 
improvements and will put Blackhawk 
back higher on their list,” Ussery said. “I’ve 
operated a lot of golf courses with good 
systems and formulas which seem to have 
worked.”

Ussery is working to get golfers back 
through advertising, an enhanced website 
and most of all, through word of mouth. It 
may help that there are now more poten-
tial customers living near the golf course, 

BUSINESS

By Bill Church

“The golfer has to leave saying it was a good experience,” says Mike ussery, Blackhawk Golf Club owner.
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Blackhawk Golf Club
2714 Kelly lane
Pflugerville
251-9000
www.blackhawkgolf.com 

45
TOLL

130
TOLL

Kelly Ln.

compared to 20 years ago when Blackhawk 
was considered remote. 

The course is 7,072 yards long on 155 
acres and is considered a “middle market” 
daily fee golf course, according to Ussery.

“To set Blackhawk apart, it has to be a 
good value,” Ussery said. “The golfer has to 
leave saying it was a good experience.”

Ussery said he also wants to stabilize 
pricing while bringing the number of 
rounds back up. Although the majority of 
golfers pay Blackhawk’s daily fee, Ussery 
has instituted a player development pro-
gram which allows golfers to hit unlimited 
range balls, take lessons and get reduced 
prices in the afternoon. 

“We’re also hoping to grow our event 
business,” Ussery said. “We hope to be an 
attractive venue for corporate and chari-
table events, which are important to our 
revenues.” 

Blackhawk employs 30 people, most of 
them holdovers from the previous owners. 
Ussery owns three other golf facilities in 
Central Texas, including Forest Creek in 
Round Rock, Riverside in east Austin, and 
Oak Hill Golf Range in southwest Austin. 
He also owns four Houston-area courses. 

Ussery attended Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville, Texas, on a 
golf scholarship and turned pro follow-
ing graduation. After working for several 
Houston-area golf courses, he moved to 
Dallas, worked in real estate development 
and bought his first golf courses. In 1992, 
he sold them to become an executive with 
Club Corporation, one of the nation’s 
largest golf course operators, where he 
supervised up to 50 facilities. 

He said he eventually tired of the travel 
and elected to stay home with his wife and 
three sons. In 2001, he founded his Austin 
company by buying several courses from 

his then-employer.
Ussery calls golf a “hard business,” with 

numerous courses closing around the 
country. 

“The driving forces are market condi-
tions and the weather,” Ussery said. “We’ll 
see this golf season how we are doing at 
getting customers.” 

1660

1660

Pa
rk

 A
ve

.

Taylor St.

Anthony St.
79



impactnews.com • May 2011 | FEaTURES | 25

T hough many viewers were capti-
vated recently by the royal wedding 
a world away, closer to home many 

couples are focusing on more intimate, 
small-scale affairs. A year-old Round Rock 
business, Short and Sweet Weddings, is 
looking to serve this market.

Owners Scott and Michelle (Shelly) Cole 
were entrepreneurs long before they moved 
to Round Rock from Iowa in 2007. Shelly 
owned her own title company, and Scott 
ran his own environmental services firm. 
Scott’s dream of opening a Texas branch 
ended in 2007 when he broke his back and 
could no longer perform the physical labor 
required by the business. 

So the couple sold their businesses and 
began looking for a new venture. While 
working at the Williamson County clerk’s 
office, Shelly Cole saw many couples who, 
she said, she felt needed guidance on how 
to hold a wedding and how to stay mar-
ried. She said her research found that a 
smaller percent of marriages in Travis and 
Williamson counties are held in a church 
than expected, with the rest in a justice of 
the peace office or a judge’s chambers.

The Coles, married 22 years, felt they 
could offer a more personal and economi-
cal service combined with advice on navi-
gating the matrimonial waters. Although 
based on the couple’s own church experi-
ence, they are careful to be non-denomina-
tional in their approach.

“Our goal is not to force our beliefs 
down people’s throats,” Scott Cole said. 
“Our goal is to introduce ideas that may 
help a couple have a long and lasting  
marriage.”

The Coles don’t claim to be counsel-
ors, but do insist on a short pre-wedding 
meeting with the couple. They use a 

Scott and Michelle Cole say they want to get to know the couples they marry to personalize the experience.

questionnaire based on guidelines from 
Twogether, a program established by the 
state of Texas to encourage people to stay 
together in the face of a rising divorce rate. 

“We call it awareness activity,” Shelly 
said. “We want the couple to know us and 
we would like to know them. I wouldn’t 
have wanted a complete stranger to have 
married Scott and me.”

Jason and Kari Burnett of Round Rock, 
who were married by the Coles, said they 
found the pre-ceremony meeting very 
helpful. With their different religious 
backgrounds, they were looking for a non-
religious service

“We were looking for something toned 
down,” Kari Burnett said. “Scott and Shelly 
put us at ease, the ceremony went great and 
the price was hard to beat.”

The Coles’ personal involvement in the 
services is intended to be warmer than 
those conducted by a justice of the peace. 
Scott does the majority of the marriages, 
while Shelly handles everything else, 
including scheduling, marketing and 
anything she can do to help the bride and 
groom if they ask.

“I do everything from coordinating the 
wedding day, taking pictures and pushing 
the button on the wedding music machine 
to acting as general cheerleader,” Shelly 
said, laughing.

Every wedding is different, too, with 
70 percent done out of the office. Many of 
their weddings are small, but they have 
done large ceremonies, up to 500 guests.

“We try to make the entire experience 
easygoing and inexpensive,” Shelly said.

Short and Sweet Weddings
1500 Royston lane
Round Rock
www.shortandsweet
weddings.com

By Bill Church

Short and Sweet Weddings
Couple offers low-cost nuptuals with a personal touch
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BOARD CERTIFIED                          
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS

FELLOWSHIP TRAINED                     
IN PAIN MANAGEMENT

Relief from: 
Back Pain 

Head and Neck Pain
Sciatica

Herniated Disc, Sports Injuries 
Joint Pain

Cancer Pain
Pelvic Pain
Chest Pain 

All Types of Pain

Austin  •  South Austin  •  Georgetown  •  Bastrop
512-485-7200

PAINSPECIALISTSOFAUSTIN.COM

TRINITY 
CARE CENTER 

SHORT TERM REHABILITATION
SKILLED NURSING • LONG TERM CARE

Since 1929

1000 E. Main Ave.
Round Rock, TX 78664

512-634-3003

Less than 3 miles east of Round Rock Hospital

I-35

Main Ave.

M
ays S

t.

620

H



26 | FEaTURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Round Rock/Pflugerville Edition

Free Personal & Business Checking   250+ Free ATMs   21 Metro Locations
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Providing excellent financial products and services for over 70 years.

Owner Occupied or Investment Property

Commercial Real Estate Loans
20 Year Amortization

No Prepayment Penalty

For details, contact Jim Howey (ext. 7317) or Jim Greenwood (ext. 7379).

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary 
depending on credit qualifications. **Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate 
loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms 
may be vary. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Austin Telco 
Federal Credit Union is federally insured to at least $250,000 per member by the 
National Credit Union Administration.

Commercial Real 
Estate Loans
5 Years 
Fixed

7 Years 
Fixed

4.99%**

5.25%**

Home Equity 
Loans
10 Years 
Fixed

15 Years 
Fixed

4.45%*

4.75%*

New Automobile
Loans
Up to
48 Mo.

60 Mo.
2.85%*

2.95%*

Brand new family owned and 
operated dental offi ce

• Medicaid, CHIP and most insurances accepted
•  Accepting new patients, adult and children beginning 

at 6 months of age welcome
• Fun Family Dentistry for all Ages.
• Playroom for children and TVs in every room

I-35 W. Pecan St.

Grand Ave Pkwy

Call Today!
512-989-3200 
1912 West Pecan Street , Ste 
A-103
Pfl ugerville, Tx 78660
www.brightsmilestexas.com
Se habla español

Drs. Robert and Kristen Hendricks
of Bright Smiles Dental

Windermere

dqtexas.com
Offer valid through May 22, 2011, at participating DQ restaurants. DQ and the ellipse shaped logo are trademarks of

Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2011.

Cedar Park • Round Rock

Texas Fresh produce, eggs, 
dairy, meat, cheese, fresh 
seafood, live music and 
fabulous prepared foods!

NEW ROUND ROCK 
WEDNESDAY MARKET 
Year Round  •  4-8pm
Dell Diamond parking lot
(north of Salt Lick)
roundrockfarmersmarket.org

CEDAR PARK FARMS 2 MARKET
Saturdays • 9am-1pm
Lakeline Mall Parking Lot
(behind Sears & Dillard’s)
cedarparkfarmersmarket.org

512-363-5700



impactnews.com • May 2011 | FEaTURES | 27

DINING

Nuernberg Brauhaus
German restaurant highlights Pflugerville family’s heritage 

O n any given night Nuernberg Brau-
haus is bustling with activity, owner 
Silke Dye said. New customers and 

regulars fill the dining room with chatter 
and the sound of metal clanking against 
ceramic plates.

A bar offering classic German beers and 
wines lines the back of the restaurant and a 
row of beer steins hang from the top of the 
bar. The steins belong to patrons who visit 
regularly. Signs from various beer gardens 
in Germany hang from the walls, along 
with German hats and photos of Dye’s 
homeland.

Growing up in Nuernberg, Germany, 
Dye never imagined she would be living in 
Central Texas and running her own Ger-
man restaurant.

After meeting Jeremiah Dye, an Austin 
native who was serving in the military and 
stationed in Germany, the couple mar-
ried and moved stateside. They moved to 
Pflugerville in 2000. 

“My husband’s aunt and uncle live in 
Pflugerville, and I always told them when 
we were ready to buy our first home, I 
wanted it in Pflugerville,” Silke Dye said. 
“Plus the German heritage kind of made 
me feel a little at home.”

Five years after the move to Pflugerville, 
Dye’s mother, Sonja Vogt, was visiting and 
saw an opportunity to open a restaurant 
featuring dishes from their native country.

“[The restaurant] was all my mom. 
About five years ago she started pushing 
me,” Dye said. “She said we should do 

something.”
Vogt had run a bistro in Germany and 

used that experience to help her daughter 
in her new venture. She noticed the empty 
space in the Pflugerville Office Park and 
thought it would be the perfect spot. 

Vogt moved to Pflugerville in December 
2009, and the mother and daughter team 
opened Nuernberg Brauhaus in March 
2010. 

At first, Vogt insisted on making the 
breads and bratwursts by hand in the 
restaurant. It soon became increasingly 
difficult for her to keep up with the restau-
rant’s demand, and she hired a butcher to 
make the brats. 

The menu features family recipes and 
classic German dishes, including schnit-
zels, bratwurst and goulash. 

The currywurst ($6.50) is one of Vogt’s 
specialties. The pork and turkey sausage is 
pan grilled and serviced with Vogt’s curry 
ketchup and french fries. 

Another classic dish is the Nuernberg 
fleischkuechle ($7.95), or German patties, 
which also happen to be Vogt’s favorite 
item on the menu, she said. Made with 
beef, the meatloaf-like patties are served 
with mash potatoes and red cabbage, 
although customers can substitute sides.

Vogt also prepares all of the restaurant’s 
desserts, including apple strudel, which she 
said is very popular. 

On occasions such as Christmas and 
Oktoberfest, Dye and Vogt also offer a 
special menu.

By Beth Wade

Regular customers can leave their own beer steins 
hanging at nuernberg Brauhaus for their next visit.

The restaurant is decorated with authentic German  
items, such as dolls that sit in and on cupboards.

E. Pecan St.

Split Oak Tr.

685

Sonja Vogt (left) and her daughter Silke Dye opened nuernberg Brauhaus in March 2010.

Classic German drinks

•	Spetzi ($1.85)—A mix of Coke and Fanta 
Orange

•	Apfelsaftschorle ($2.95)—Apple juice with 
sparkling water

•	Radler—Beer and Sprite

•	Cola Weizen—Weissebier beer and cola

•	Diesel—Schwarzbier beer and Cola

Sonja Vogt’s top selections

• Nuerenberg fleishchkuechle/German pat-
ties ($7.95)—Beef patties with mashed 
potatoes and sweet red cabbage. Vogt 
said her mother often served the dish on 
Sundays and special occasions.

•  Currywurst/curry sausage ($6.50)—Pork 
and turkey sausage pan grilled and served 
with curry ketchup and French fries

•	Haxn/Haxen—A pork shank with a crispy 
skin, usually featured as a special, but not 
on the regular menu

• Rouladen—A beef filet rolled with bacon, 
pickle, onions and mustard and served 
with a German dumpling called spaetzle

Nuernberg Brauhaus
1202 FM 685, Ste. B5
990-5544
www.nbg-brauhaus.com
Mon. Closed
Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–2 p.m., 5–9 p.m.
Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m., 5–10 p.m.
Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. (brunch)
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Lotus Ob.Gyn
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling 
Obstetrical Care • Annual 

Gynecologic Exams • Treatment of 
Abnormal Pap Smears

 Family Planning • Menopause 
Urinary Incontinence • Minimally 
Invasive Surgery • Treatment of 
Abnormal Bleeding • Da Vinci 

Robotic assisted Surgery

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   

Lotus Ob.Gyn

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

SAIMA JEHANGIR, 
MD, MPH, FACOG 

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

Quality of Life, 
Quality of Care

Physical, Occupational, 

Speech and Aquatic Therapy

and Nutritional Services

512-310-POOL (7665)

Call to Make an Appointment Today!

79

I-35

45
Gattis School Rd.

A.W. Grim
es Blvd.

Mays St.

www.ReavisRehab.com       

1250 South A.W. Grimes Blvd., Round Rock, TX 78664

New Facility Now Open
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PEOPLE

David Coatney
Round Rock’s new fire chief steps in to improve communication, relations
By Rebecca LaFlure 

More than one year after Round Rock firefighters spoke 
out critically of their top leaders, a new fire chief has taken 
over with plans to improve communication within the 
department. 

David Coatney, a former assistant fire chief with the San 
Antonio Fire Department, served his first day as Round 
Rock’s new fire chief May 1. He replaces Larry Hodge, who 
retired in February. 

Coatney, 50, oversees a department with a history of 

strained relationships between management and rank-
and-file firefighters. In April 2010, the Round Rock 
Association of Professional Firefighters passed a vote of 
no confidence in Hodge and former Assistant Fire Chief 
Howard Cruse, citing concerns about safety, management 
of the department and treatment of employees.

Moving forward, Coatney said he plans to form com-
mittees opening the dialogue between union members 
and management and hopes to strengthen relationships 
with other city departments and stakeholders.

What is your hope for the future of the Round Rock Fire 
Department? What kind of image do you want it to have?

I want it to have a very positive image in the commu-
nity, to be respected by the community and have a respect 
for the community it serves. … I want it to be a very safe 
fire department. … The people I’ve met at the Round Rock 
Fire Department are very professional, very dedicated to 
the community and department, and I want to make sure 
I foster that and nurture it and help it grow.

What are your top priorities as the new fire chief?
Based off what I’ve read and what I’ve discussed with 

some people, I want to work on improving labor-manage-
ment relationships and also regionalization [or working 
with other departments to share resources]. 

Labor-management is simple but complicated. … No 
one person will ever get everything they want within 

an organization. But everyone has an understanding of 
where the organization is heading, and they have a voice 
within it. There will be some cooperative groups. We’ll 
put together some committees to deal with some of these 
things as far as labor-management goes. 

On the regional piece … I would look at existing mutual 
aid agreements with other departments. I intend to meet 
with heads of different departments and organizations to 
get a clear understanding of how business has been done 
in the past, what the expectation is for business in the 
future and what we need to do to move ourselves forward. 

Have you already talked with some of the union members 
about their concerns?

We’ve talked briefly. Next week [at the time of the inter-
view] I’m meeting with the acting fire chief and president 
and vice president of the union, and we’re going to sit 

down and talk about some of the challenges they’re facing 
in the Round Rock Fire Department related to labor-
management. We’ll try to identify some of those and put 
together an organization plan for ourselves.

What do you think are some of the biggest challenges that 
face growing departments such as Round Rock?

In a growing community, it is making sure you have 
adequate fire protection and that you can take care of the 
community’s needs. Nowadays it’s not just a fire depart-
ment anymore. So much of what we do is about medical 
response, community involvement and fire prevention. 
… The challenge is staying aware of what’s going on and 
being able to communicate with other partners in the city. 
Nothing in the fire department is an island unto itself. 
We’re all part of one growing community, so we need to 
communicate and work together to get that shared vision.
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brent Hurta
Skateboarding advocate seeks skate spot

F or some time now there has 
been a distinctive pattern to the 
top of Pflugerville City Council 

meetings: call to order, pledges of alle-
giance, presentations and proclama-
tions, and, lastly, Brent Hurta tells the 
council once again that the city needs 
a skate spot.

Sometimes he stands to speak 
before the council, telling them, once 
again, that he thinks it would be a 
good idea for the city to build a place 
for skateboarders, BMX bikers and 
others to gather. Other times Mayor 
Jeff Coleman reads aloud a statement 
for the record that Hurta would like 
his support of a skate spot noted.

Now, for the first time since he 
began attending every council meet-
ing several years ago, Hurta may be 
a step closer to realizing his goal. 
On April 7 and 28, the city held two 
public input sessions in order to create 
a design for a potential skate spot.

The spot would be small, especially 
compared to parks in Cedar Park and 
Round Rock. But, importantly, Hurta 
said, it would belong to Pflugerville.

“At first it started out, I wanted 
something here,” Hurta said, noting 
the time it takes to travel to Round 
Rock or Cedar Park. “It kind of 
changed from that. You know there’s 
nothing really here for youth to do.”

Hurta’s charge has caught the atten-
tion of at least one council member. 
Mayor Pro Tem Victor Gonzales, 
whose own interest in city govern-
ment was influenced by his attempt to 
get the city to build a pool, said he sees 
the need Hurta is referring to.

“I think there’s a need for commu-
nity spots like that to give our kids a 
chance to hone their skating skills,” 
said Gonzales, who has a 16-year-
old son who rides BMX bikes. “The 

group of kids that my son runs with 
are all BMXers or skaters, and there’s 
nowhere for them to go.”

While many people may attend a 
council meeting or two on a given 
issue, Hurta has taken an active role 
in making it happen. And it started by 
standing in front of the City Council 
week after week after week.

“Our initial thoughts were that he 
was on a mission obviously,” Gonzales 
said of the council’s first impressions 
of the 29-year-old.

No citizen, he said, has been as 
persistent as Hurta. Not about any 
issue, let alone what would amount to 
a small, likely basketball court-sized 
collection of ramps, edges and rails.

Seth Johnson, owner of Ideal 
Skateparks and the designer of the 

Pflugerville skate spot, said Hurta’s 
support has been critical.

“Adult leaders are rarely going to 
step up and say ‘hey, maybe we should 
try something different for kids,’” 
Johnson said. 

But until the park becomes a reality, 
it is likely Hurta will be there, every 
second and fourth Tuesday of the 
month, politely asking the council to 
consider a skate spot for Pflugerville.

“Complaining doesn’t get very far 
unless you have quite a few people,” 
Hurta said. “I’m a pretty stubborn 
person, so that helps a lot. But, if you 
don’t really care for something, then 
it’s not really worth asking for to 
begin with. If you’re going to go for 
something, you might as well go 100 
percent.”
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By Blake Rasmussen

Brent Hurta, 29, has be-
come a fixture at Pfluger-

ville City Council and parks 
and recreation meetings. 

Skate spot design goes forward, but low on priority list

On one side of the room inside the Pflugerville 
Recreation Center on april 7 sat a few women, an 
elderly couple and a city councilman, all there for a 
public input meeting on a park design.

But on the other side sat nearly a dozen kids, 
all roughly high school age, sporting backwards 
hats, pierced ears and baggy jeans. Many of them 
showed up late.

But they showed up. Teenagers whose shoes were 
not even tied were at a meeting to determine the 
future of a portion of the city they call home.

They were there to voice their opinions on what 
would be Pflugerville’s first spot designed specifi-
cally for skateboarders, BMX bikers and, as skate 
spot advocate Brent Hurta put it, “anything with 
wheels that’s not motorized and won’t tear it up.”

This is not Pflugerville’s first attempt at such a 
park. in the early 2000s there was significant mo-
mentum for a skate park. amy atkins, Pflugerville 
parks and recreation director, said the money fell 
through before it could get started. Only Hurta’s 
recent efforts have put it back on the agenda.

However, said atkins, the park is not high on the 
city’s list of priorities, at least not this year.

“i think in reality it’s not going to happen in this 
budget year, but certainly it’s a possibility for the 

next year,” Pflugerville City Councilman Victor 
Gonzales said.

The difficulty, he said, was both time and money. 
There is not any space in the current budget for the 
park, given the city’s priorities, and the city would 
likely have to seek grant money from the lower 
Colorado River authority and the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department.

“Our biggest concern initially was ‘where are we 
going to come up with the money?’” Gonzales said, 
adding that he envisioned a skate spot that cost 
around $50,000, which is a fraction of what other 
full-sized skate parks in Central Texas cost. 

To do so, the city has hired Seth Johnson of ideal 
Skateparks. Johnson, a former skate park advocate 
himself, said much of what he does is build afford-
able skate parks.

“i just wanted to see these kids get something,” 
he said.

Once Johnson’s final design is completed and 
the city has a better picture of the cost, they will 
be able to apply for grants. However, doing so 
takes time. Furthermore, grants from any of those 
organizations or another group like the Pflugerville 
Community Development Corp. would likely require 
matching funds from the city.

  Shaylah Dame Skate 
Park in Round Rock is one 
of the closest skate parks 
to Pflugerville. located at 
1600 Gattis School Road, 
behind the Clay Madsen 
Recreation Center, the park 
attracts many of Pfluger-
ville’s skaters and bikers, 
despite its distance.

Pediatric Dentistry 
of Round Rock
Kelsey Bookmyer, D.D.S.

Board Certifi ed Pediatric Dentist

Caring for children 
in Round Rock 
since 2002

• infants – teens 
• parents welcome in treatment rooms
• most PPO insurances fi led & processed

www.kelseybookmyerdds.com 
2100 Round Rock Ave. (RM620) Round Rock, TX 78681

 I-35

Oakwood 
Blvd.Round 

Rock 
Hospital 620

• sedation dentistry available
•  nitrous oxide
• sealants

(512) 733-5311 Our experts know FIT Matters.
201 University Oaks Blvd. #790 (near Ikea in the University Oaks Shopping Center)

Round Rock, TX  78665     512-610-3990

ROUND ROCK
Come see

our incredible

selection of

styles, sizes

& widths.

1080 Premium Neutral Runner
WOMEN’S: (2A) 7-12, (B)6-12, (D) 6-11
MEN’S: (B) 9-15, (D) 8-15, (2E) 8-14, (4E) 8-13

WOMEN’S: (2A) 8-12, (B) 6.5-13, (D) 6-11
MEN’S: (B) 10.5-16, (D) 8.5-16, (2E) 8.5-13, (4E) 8.5-12

1011 Premium Cross Trainer
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Connally students to debut 
short at Cannes Film Festival

J ust eight months ago, high school 
senior Sofia Castellanos considered 
filmmaking simply a hobby that she 

experimented with in her free time. Now, 
a film she directed will reach an interna-
tional audience when it premieres at the 
Cannes Film Festival in France.

Castellanos is a part of a group of John 
B. Connally High School students who 
have worked countless hours between 
classes, during the weekends and on holi-
days producing a 15-minute short film to 
screen at one of the world’s oldest and most 
prestigious film festivals, held May 11–22. 

Dana Glover and Michelle Carter, own-
ers of Round Rock production company 
Midian Films, came up with the idea after 
seeing a large number of teenage filmmak-
ers from other parts of the world present 
their work at Cannes.

In September, the duo pitched the 
concept to their friend and colleague 
Humberto Perez, a digital media teacher at 
Connally, and the project took off.   

Every aspect of the film has been 
student-led, from writing the script to 
directing, casting actors, scouting loca-
tions, designing costumes and holding 

EDUCATION

By Rebecca LaFlure

Sofia Castellanos (center) directed a film produced by Humberto Perez’s Connally High School film class.
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rehearsals. In addition to the 15-minute 
short, three students made a documentary 
chronicling the making of the film. 

“We were only there to make sure they 
didn’t kill themselves and nudge them in 
the right direction,” Carter said. “When 
they came across a problem, they had to sit 
amongst themselves and fix it.”

The students first put limitations on the 
kind of film they wanted to create, decid-
ing on “no vampires, no zombies, no ‘Glee,’ 
no ‘High School Musical,’” Perez said. 
Then, students wrote scripts and voted on 
which would be the subject of their film. 

The final script, written by CHS senior 
Damian Flores, chronicles the downward 
spiral of a teenager named Octavio who 
struggles to find meaning in a series of 
dreams he has had ever since his parents 
died in a car crash.  

 Flores said the psychological thriller, 
titled “Fallen,” addresses issues of drug use 
and depression and is based on some of his 
friends’ real-life experiences.

“I wanted to write something for them,” 
said Flores, who also served as assistant 
director. 

By February, the rough cut was 

submitted to the Cinéfondation, an organi-
zation created by Cannes to encourage and 
support student filmmakers. In March, 
they submitted the film for consideration 
in the Cannes main selection as well as the 
festival’s official shorts competition.

While the film did not make the cut 
for Cinéfondation, the students found 
out April 13 that it was accepted into the 
Cannes Short Film Corner. 

Now the students are preparing for 
the festival by creating online portfolios, 
business cards and resumes in hopes of 
networking with other directors, produc-
ers and screenwriters. 

Whether the trip leads to a big break or 
not, Castellanos said the long hours have 
been worth it. The process has helped her 
get outside her comfort zone and create a 
film she is proud of. 

 “It was a magical moment,” Castellanos 
said of  seeing the film. “I believe I’ll be 
doing this for the rest of my life.” 

CHS film students raised $8,000 through a 
social networking campaign to send at least 
four students to Cannes. They hope to raise 
additional funds to send more students, host 
a wrap party and continue the program next 
school year. To contribute, visit  
www.chscougar.tv.
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Jon Hockenyos, one of the region’s most respected economists, said the state budget crisis and the 
potential for increased taxes will lead to some “adult conversations” about how to pay for services.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12453

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Jon Hockenyos
Austin economist shares views on recession recovery
By Tiffany Young 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring lead-
ers in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

Jon Hockenyos, president and founder of TXP, has made a name for himself in Central 
Texas for his annual economic outlook and forecast presentations to the City of Austin 
as well as his position on several area boards. From working with cities to see how the 
economy affects their operations to analyzing how public policy affects organizations, 
Hockenyos said his job is to “tell stories with numbers.”

Hockenyos has an undergraduate degree in philosophy from the University of Illinois 
and a graduate degree in public affairs from the LBJ School of Public Affairs at The Uni-
versity of Texas. Projects he is undertaking include working with the City of Austin on its 
2011–12 fiscal year budget and developing a finance plan for the Dallas/Fort Worth area 
on an approximately $2 billion transit rail expansion.

In 10 years, do you see Williamson, Travis 
and Hays counties as a metropolitan area 
similar to the Dallas/Fort Worth area?

I don’t think it’s any secret that cultur-
ally, Hays, Travis and Williamson counties 
kind of have different paths. I think the 
interesting challenge as a region is to say, 
‘What are the common issues we all have 
to deal with?’ It fundamentally comes 
down to natural resources, water and 
transportation. It will be interesting to see 
if we can deal with those problems region-
ally, what the implications of that are 
naturally over time—over 10 or 15 years. I 
would say that’s the best way to go. If you 
put that infrastructure in place, maybe 

someday we’d have a regional rail system. 
Maybe we’d have the capacity to see where 
we develop and where we don’t in terms of 
national resource considerations ... 

Is the public’s perception of teachers’ and 
administrators’ jobs being cut realistic?

The reality of the consequences of what 
sounds great—at least in ‘We’ve got to cut 
waste and fraud.’ Who’s going to disagree 
with that?—but when cutting waste and 
fraud means your teacher isn’t working 
anymore, then it takes on a slightly differ-
ent tone. I think, if that comes to pass, it 
will then prompt us as a community and 
as a state to say, ‘OK, now we really get it. 

Now we’re moving past the rhetoric into 
this is what it really means.’ It’s moving 
into an adult conversation about adult 
choices.

What can suburban areas, such as Round 
Rock ... learn from Austin’s growing pains?

I think the biggest things suburban areas 
could learn is [that] what makes suburban 
areas viable is thinking about their build 
environment so it’s not just single-family 
housing and commercial. I think the chal-
lenge for suburbs is to put in a mixing of 
different land uses—to have some employ-
ment centers, to have some entertainment 
options, to have retail and maybe some 

lodging in the mix—to be accessible to 
each other so that they can feed off of each 
other.

How do increased taxes affect ... small-
business owners from a historical aspect?

A lot of that is about perception. The top 
marginal income tax in 1960 was  
90 percent. I think that’s going to be one 
part of the adult conversation somewhere 
along the road we’re going to have to have 
about [what] level of government revenue 
is required to support things we really care 
about and what portion of that is each one 
of us going to be asked to pay.
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1. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
 Family Medicine
 Seton Medical Plaza I, 301 Seton Parkway, Suite 302

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek
 Internal Medicine Adults Only

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
 Family Medicine
 1512 Town Center Drive, Suite 100

Seton Care For Your Entire Family

management

Three Convenient Locations In Round Rock & Pflugerville

I-
35 13

0

To 
Georgetown

To Austin

To Hutto

1

2

3

setonfamilyofdoctors.com

For more information and directions, please visit:

Stone Hill clinic now offers comprehensive 
cardiac care by the specialists of

For appointments, please call (512) 324-4812.
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U.S. News & World Report Ranks 
Seton Hospitals as Top Two in the Region.

When it came time for U.S. News & World Report to rate Austin’s best hospitals, 

it put Seton at the top of the list. Seton’s Medical Center Austin and University 

Medical Center Brackenridge ranked 1st and 2nd in the magazine’s 2010-2011 

survey, based upon actual patient outcomes, physician referrals and specialties. 

For more information and specialty rankings, please visit seton.net.

seton.net

The Seton Family of Hospitals is the leading provider of comprehensive, advanced health care services in Central Texas. As a growing center for 
medical research and education, Seton is increasing access to care and, in turn, securing its mission to improve the health of all Central Texans.

We Couldn’t Have Said It Any Better.

Seton Medical Center 
Austin

University Medical Center 
Brackenridge

usnews_ci_central.indd   1 4/12/11   11:46 AM
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O ne of Austin’s longest-running 
philanthropic traditions is making 
the move to Williamson County 

for the first time in its 27-year history.
Toast of the Town, a series of parties 

hosted in the spring and attended by many 
of Central Texas’ most prominent indi-
viduals, has long been the marquee public 
fundraising venture for the St. David’s 
Foundation. 

This year, for the first time, Toast of the 
Town held such a party in Williamson 
County. Those involved with the program, 
such as hosts Lori and Landy Warren, say 
they hope the first dinner, held at the Texas 
A&M Health Science Center, is just a taste 
of things to come.

The parties raise money for the Neal 
Kocurek Scholarship, which in turn sup-
ports students from Travis, Hays and 
Williamson counties who plan to pursue a 
degree in health care at a Texas college or 
university.

This year alone, Toast of the Town has 
already raised about $370,000, said Earl 
Maxwell, CEO of the St. David’s Founda-
tion. He said the foundation matches the 
amount raised, bringing the total available 
for scholarships to $740,000 for 2011.

As of last year, 103 students have 
received scholarships funded by Toast of 
the Town and an additional 25 Kucurek 
scholarships through an Austin Com-
munity College endowment. This year, the 
foundation will award 65 scholarships, 35 
of which are funded by Toast of the Town.

“Most people really feel good about 
changing the lives of young people,” Max-
well said. “These are need-based scholar-
ships. The vast majority are first generation 
college-goers. The stories in the applica-
tions are amazing stories.” 

One such story is Jigarkumar Satasia, a 
2010 graduate of Round Rock High School 
majoring in pre-pharmacy at The Univer-
sity of Texas. 

Satasia said his family moved from 
India in 1997 to pursue better educa-
tional opportunities for the family’s three 
children. And it was on a trip back to India 
that he met a local pharmacist who so 
amazed Satasia with his abilities that the 
then-14-year-old knew what he wanted to 
do with his life.

“Before we improve our standard of liv-
ing, we have to improve ourselves,” Satasia 
said.

And, Maxwell said, these types of stories 
are typical for those who benefit from 
Toast of the Town. 

“The litmus test, the question we ask is, 
‘OK, six years from now, if you’re waking 
up in recovery, or you’re going into surgery, 
would you want that young person operat-
ing on you?’” Maxwell said. 

“Quite frankly the answer is yes to the 
vast majority of the 35 that we interview … 
These are outstanding students.”

In addition to providing funding for 
students like Satasia, the Toast of the Town 
parties are social events. This year there are 
17 parties with themes ranging from 1930s 
Paris by Night to Bevo and Barbeque.

Past parties have included special guests 
and attendees as well, such as Gov. Rick 
Perry, University of Texas coaches Mack 
Brown and Rick Barnes, and Attorney 
General Greg Abbott.

To attend a Toast party, donors donate at 
least $750 and receive a number of tickets 
based on the level of donation. 

The Williamson County party, Marvels 
of Military Medicine, was held April 29 
and featured a presentation on modern 
military medicine in war zones from W.S. 
“Chip” Riggins Jr., a surgeon with the mili-
tary. Landy Warren said the dinner raised 
$30,000 for the scholarship fund.

“I’m so appreciative of the leadership 
of Williamson County [on] anything 
worthwhile,” Warren said. “And this was 
worthwhile.”

By Blake Rasmussen

Toast of the Town
Fundraiser parties come to Williamson County 

NONPROFIT

Congressman John Carter, Williamson County Commissioner lisa Birkman and Carter’s wife Erika Carter 
attended the april 29 Toast of the Town Party at the Texas a&M Health Science Center in Round Rock.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

B
la

ke
 R

as
m

us
se

n

The St. David’s Neal Kocurek Scholarship

Named for the late W. Neal Kocurek, longtime 
CEO of the St. David’s Foundation, St. David’s 
Neal Kocurek Scholarships are awarded yearly 
to students in Travis, Williamson and Hays 
counties who plan to pursue a degree in health 
care at a Texas university. 

Students attending four-year universities 
receive $6,000 per year for undergraduate 

studies and may qualify for two years of post-
graduate scholarships, $4,000 for part time 
and $6,000 for full time. Students attending 
two-year colleges receive $2,000 per year 
and may receive $2,000 per year for graduate 
studies.

To be eligible, a student must:

1. Be a high school senior graduating in 
Travis, Hays or Williamson counties (Note: 
the 2011 deadline has passed. Seniors for 
the 2011–12 school year may apply next 
year)

2. Have been accepted at an accredited 
college or university in Texas to pursue a 
degree in a healthcare-related discipline

3. Attend as a full-time student

4. Be able to attend an in-person interview

5. Be a United States citizen or legal non-
citizen

6. Not have been convicted of violating any 
federal or state laws for alcohol or drugs

Additionally, Earl Maxwell, CEO of the St. 
David’s Foundation, said that the scholarship 
is need-based and that the vast majority of 
students who make it to the interview part of 
the process are in the top 15 percent of their 
class, and typically even in the top 10 percent.

There have been 128 Kocurek Scholarships 
given to date, with 65 more planned this year.

Applications must be completed online. For 
more information, visit  
www.stdavidsfoundation.org/scholarships/
overview

Tomorrow’s 
healthcare 

professionals 
start here.

Austin Community College

Community Impact/RR
4.9167x2.94 CMYK

Runs May 2011

Clarissa G., Jarrell Texas

Registering for college 
takes time. Apply today.

austincc.edu

(512) 750-0116 (Pat)
(512) 560-1333 (Mitchell)

(512) 381-6834 or 381-6846

Considering buying or selling a home?
*MONEY SAVING Move up/down programs
*SAVE $$$ on New Construction and/or Builder Spec Homes.
*FREE Market Analysis of your current home.

TWICESERVICE

View Homes at: www.TheGuntersHomes.com or www.mrgunterhomes.com

Twice the Commitment– 
   TWICE THE SERVICE!

Jigarkumar Satasia, a Kocurek Scholarship recipi-
ent, speaks at an april 29 Toast of the Town party.
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Hours: 
Monday-Friday 

8 am-12 pm and 1 pm-5 pm

Robert Peters Jr., D.O.

Accepting NEW Patients
Medicare & Most Insurances

“TREASURES” is a 
clothing and furniture 
thrift store that is 
open to the public. 
Revenue from sales 
supports the food 
pantry and social 
service programs. 
Donations of clothing, 
books, furniture, 
and appliances are 
needed! For furniture 
pick up, call 244-2431.

Hours of Operation: 
Mon.-Fri.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
12 p.m. - 4 p.m. (donations)
Closed Sunday
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ROUND ROCK AREA SERVING CENTER
1099 E. Main Street • Round Rock, TX 78664
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CORRIDOR

university Oaks and university Commons

University Boulevard, from I-35 to 
Sunrise Road, is home to one of Round 
Rock’s fastest-growing areas. Boasting 
the big blue retailer Ikea since 2008 
and sitting in close proximity to Round 
Rock Premium Outlets, University Oaks 
is a go-to shopping center for local 
families and visitors alike. The University 
Commons shopping center is located on 
the north side of University Boulevard.

Dining

1  Freebirds World burrito is open 
seven days a week and specializes in 
flame-broiled chicken, beef and veggie 
burritos. Located at 200 University Blvd., 
Ste. 200. 904-0070, www.freebirds.com

2  Started in Austin in 2007, Mighty 
Fine burgers, Fries and Shakes is 
located at 201 University Oaks Blvd., 
Ste. 1380. Vegetarian-fed beef is ground 
and hand-formed in the restaurant 
each day. The menu also includes fresh 
lemonade and hand-dipped milkshakes. 
381-3310, www.mightyfineburgers.com

3  Sandella’s Flatbread Café, 201 
University Oaks Blvd., Ste. 1360, uses 
brick oven flatbread to create healthy 
sandwiches, paninis, quesadillas and 
salads. 238-6968,  
www.sandellasroundrock.com

4  Taco Shack owners and husband-
wife team Orlando and Yoli Arriaga are 
St. Edward’s University alumni and 

Compiled by Phyllis Gasper

former teachers. They opened their first 
Taco Shack in Austin in 1996 and have 
since opened five more locations in 
the area, including the location at 201 
University Oaks Blvd. 310-7110,  
www.tacoshack.com 

5  Locally operated, Tarka Indian 
Kitchen, 201 University Oaks Blvd., Ste. 
580, is the more casual sister restaurant 
of Clay Pit Indian Cuisine. The restaurant 
serves fresh, fast and flavorful Indian 
food and select wine and beer. Open 
seven days a week. 246-1922,  
www.tarkaindiankitchen.com 

6  Open seven days a week and 
offering 50 varieties of toppings, The 
Yogurt Experience, 200 University 
Blvd., Ste. 230, lets customers self-serve 
from a choice of 10 frozen yogurt flavors 
and pay by the ounce. The shop now 
offers frozen yogurt pies as well. 291-
7249, www.yogurtexperience.com

7  Opened 2008 at 201 University Oaks 
Blvd., Ste. 560, this is the third YoYo’s 
Frozen Yogurt location. The shop offers 
special monthly flavors, more than 
40 toppings, and made-from-scratch 
crepes. 259-2657,  
www.yoyosfrozenyogurt.com 

8  Round Rock’s second Firehouse 
Subs opened in November 2008 at 201 
University Oaks Blvd., Ste. 1200. The 
franchise is locally owned and operated 
by Brian and Jennifer Sellers and is open 

from 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.  
244-9494, www.firehousesubs.com

Business

9  An Austin-area original, arttie 
carries women’s clothing and 
accessories. The shop at 201 University 
Oaks Blvd., Ste. 800, is their third 
location in the Greater Austin area.  
278-1108 

10  Gingersnaps Kids, 201 University 
Oaks Blvd., Ste. 520, is a designer child 
and baby boutique based out of Round 
Rock. The store carries boys’ and girls’ 
clothing sizes 0–16, gifts and home 
accents. Custom portrait photography is 
also available. 716-0800,  
www.gingersnapskids.com

Health and beauty

11  The 68-acre site at 300 University 
Blvd. houses Scott & White 
Healthcare. The facility offers a clinic 
with 24 specialty services and a full-
service, 76-bed hospital including an 
emergency room. 509-0100,  
www.roundrock.sw.org

12  Customers looking for sun-kissed 
skin can stop by Waterloo Tan at 201 
University Oaks Blvd., Ste. 1210. Locally 
owned and operated since 1987, the 
tanning salon offers five levels of tanning 
beds, in addition to non-UV sunless 
tanning, teeth whitening and red-light 

collagen therapy. 248-8520,  
www.waterlootan.com

13  Started by husband-wife team 
Ashish Naik and Angela Niknam, 
University Dental, 200 University 
Blvd., Ste. 340, focuses on preventative 
oral health, education and cosmetic 
dentistry. 904-0672,  
www.keeproundrocksmiling.com

Government

14  Round Rock Firehouse No. 7 is 
located at 2811 Oakmont Blvd. and has 
been open since November 2007. The 
station handles the north, northwest and 
northeast Round Rock areas.  
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Financial

15  From a small beginning in 1941, 
austin Telco Federal Credit Union 
has grown to a billion-dollar, full-service 
financial institution. ATFCU is a member-
owned, nonprofit financial cooperative 
located at 121 University Oaks Blvd.  
302-5555, www.atfcu.org 

16  Serving the Austin area since 1952, 
TruWest Credit Union, 201 University 
Oaks Blvd., Ste. 1250, offers financial 
planning, auto and home loans, and 
business and personal accounts.  
996-4000, www.truwest.org
This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.
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Northwest austin 
Tenants at the Austin 
Commons develop-
ment  may have been 
a bit surprised to find 
in January that they 
were getting a new 
landlord because St. 
Croix Capital Corp. 
had not mentioned 
any plans to put it 
on the market. That is, until 
Houston-area firm Black Forest 
came knocking.

Black Forest, based in The 
Woodlands, bought the 8-acre 
mixed-use development at 11101 
Burnet Road with plans to build 
on the remaining undeveloped 
acreage, said Sean Quinn, senior 
asset manager. 

He said the company will com-
plete a study about what would 
be an appropriate use for the land 
and that multifamily apartments 
are at the top of the list.

“Before we jump in and start 
developing the land, we want 
to understand the area,” Quinn 
said, adding other possible uses 
for the development include 
commercial, medical and retail.

“There are no immediate plans 

Impacts

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Now Open
Georgetown Central Texas 
Birth Center held a grand-
opening celebration April 2 at 
101 Cooperative Way, Ste. 225. 
The new facility is staffed by 
licensed midwives and con-
tains two birthing suites with 
tubs for water births and two 
prenatal exam rooms. Owned 
by Heather Hilton, the center 
also offers classes such as baby 
sign language and child birth 
education. 552-8631,  
www.texasbirthcenter.com

Georgetown Construction is 
finished on four log cabins that 
sit next to the Angel Springs 
Event Center. The Cabins at 
Angel Springs are located at 
1550 CR 267, Georgetown, 
and sleep four people each. 
Anthony and Norma Beissner 
have owned the event center 
for seven years and plan to 
open the cabins at the begin-
ning of April. 535-6584, www.
cabinsatangelsprings.com

Leander Offering repair, 
maintenance and servicing for 
American V-Twins and Harley-
Davidson motorcycles, Pigg 
Pen Cycles opened Feb. 2 at 
410 Municipal Drive,  
Ste. A-200, Leander. Dale 
Mather, Doc Green and Ryan 
Green own the company. Open 
Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–7 p.m. 
259-1006

Coming Soon
Cedar Park Dos Salsas is 
planning to break ground this 
summer on a restaurant across 
from 1890 Ranch Shopping 
Center in Cedar Park. The res-
taurant is expected to be open 
by summer 2012. The menu 
will feature American and Tex-
Mex fare. Owner Guillermo 
Plata has owned a location in 
Georgetown for 12 years.  
www.dossalsas.com

austin Jozito George, who 
owns Indian grocery store 
Apna Bazaar, is opening a 
restaurant in April at 8650 
Spicewood Springs Road,  
Ste. 119. Maharaja Indian 
Cafe will serve a variety of 
Indian food from around the 
country, including George’s 
hometown of Goa, where fish 
curry rice is popular.

Georgetown For the past 25 
years, Marcia Dean has dedicated 
herself to educating customers 
about natural ways to improve 
their health at her store, Herbery 
Natural Foods, in Georgetown. 
After seeing her own health 
improve from using natural 
remedies, Dean decided to share 
her wisdom and experiences with 
others.

Six months ago, she moved 
the shop to a new location off 
of Williams Drive but contin-
ues to carry the same products 
that she supports: supplements, 
nutritional pamphlets and books, 
energy bars, multivitamins, pro-
tein powder, teas, organic millet 
and an abundance of gluten-
free snacks. She also stocks pet 
foods and cleaning products 
and vouches for Enagic water, a 
form of highly ionized Kangen 
water that is supposed to correct 
people’s pH levels. 

“I’m not here to sell them 
everything,” Dean said. “My rep-
utation got built on results, and 
that means I have to understand 
what is going on with them.”

Dean said she has seen results, 

Leander ISD loses 213 first-year teachers

Austin Commons development gets buyer
Herbery Natural 
Foods
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Leander Leander Independent 
School District board members 
voted not to renew the contracts 
for 154 first-year teachers, as it 
tries to slash costs amid a pro-
jected district budget shortfall of  
$29 million. 

LISD was able to shrink by 213 
first-year teacher positions to 
open slots for other contracted 
district employees whose posi-
tions are being removed. During 
budget discussions, 59 first-year 
teachers resigned, a factor in the 
213 total.

“A very important piece in 
what we’re doing is we’re hoping 
to bring back as many of these 
probationary one contracts [first-
year contracts] as possible. We’re 

non-renewing now with 
the hope of renewing 
contracts later, simply 
because we cannot do 
the opposite,” Superin-
tendent Bret Champion 
said. 

District officials are 
now waiting for legis-
lators to approve the 
state’s budget before 

the district moves forward with 
more cuts or brings back the 
non-renewed teachers. Return-
ing staff whose positions were 
eliminated, but were required by 
contract to remain on the payroll, 
are moving into new positions. 
District officials will continue 
reviewing cuts, savings options 
and revenue-generating ideas as 
they wait for the state budget, 
Champion said. 

Still, the effects of the staff and 
operations cuts on the health of 
the district remain a concern.

“The long-term effects really 
make me very, very nervous,” 
Champion said.
Full story by Victor O’Brien at 
more.impactnews.com/12175

to begin Phase 2,” Quinn said.
He said he expects the study 

on whether multifamily housing 
is the best option to be complete 
by the end of the third quarter. 
That study will look at apartment 
vacancies in the area, which units 
leased out the quickest, exist-
ing apartments in the area and 
whether renting or selling the 
apartments is the best option.

Austin Commons has about 
26,000 square feet of retail space, 
of which about 3,000 square 
feet are vacant. Tenants include 
Freebirds World Burrito, Fire-
house Subs, CRT Flooring, Star 
Physical Therapy, Froots, Detour 
Domain Neighborhood Bar, Ryu 
of Japan and Bamboo Bistro.
Full story by Amy Deis at
more.impactnews.com/12041

Herbery Natural Foods
3415 Williams Drive, Ste. 145, 
Georgetown
863-667
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and not just her own. She knew a 
man who said he got rid of a large, 
benign tumor from fixing his diet 
and drinking only Enagic water, 
she said. She caters to diabetics 
and gluten-sensitive customers, 
offering a variety of gluten- and 
wheat-free products as well. 
Full story by Valerie Lai at
more.impactnews.com/12188

Top Stories News Report

business

austin Leonard Moore no 
longer arrives already stressed at 
his job as a professor of African-
American history at The Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin.

Since the first day Capital 
Metro opened the MetroRail in 
March 2010, Moore has taken the 
train from the Howard station 
in Northwest Austin to the MLK 
station, shaving minutes off his 
commute from Round Rock.

“Capital Metro is doing a lot,” 
he said. “The suburbs need to 
do a better job. There’s no mass 
transit.”

Moore said Capital Metro is 
visionary for building a system as 
the city of Austin and its sur-
rounding suburbs grow. He has 
lived in Cleveland and Baton 
Rouge, La., but said Capital 
Metro is doing mass transit right.

 Reliable service was one goal 
the Capital Metro board of direc-
tors laid out for operating the line.

President and CEO Linda 

First year of Capital Metro’s Red Line brings 
expanded service, room to grow system

Watson said in early March that 
the MetroRail had experienced 
no accidents and had a 98 percent 
on-time performance record over 
the past year. A collision between 
the MetroRail and a vehicle 
occurred March 24 in Cedar 
Park.

“In talking to our customers, 
90 percent would recommend 
service to others,” Watson said. 

The Red Line officially opened 
March 22, 2010. By October 
2010, about 850 people rode the 
MetroRail each day. 
Full story by Amy Deis at
more.impactnews.com/12037
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Kids Wheels offers child-size electric rides

The Steeping Room
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Cedar Park The vehicles that Flavio Leal 
stocks in his automobile showroom are 
not ordinary cars. His vehicles are targeted 
for a smaller audience, only go 7 miles per 
hour and sometimes do not have brakes. 

Still, Leal said the speed is fast enough 
and the size is perfect for his customers. 
Leal and his father purchased Kids Wheels  
Ride On Toy Store in March 2010. Kids 
Wheels sells and prepares electric and 
battery-powered toy vehicles for children. 

“It’s fun for the kids. It’s also educational 
because it’s their first [vehicle] and we’ll 
help them develop driving skills that will 
be helpful to them in the future,” Leal said. 

Leal and his father purchased the now 
16-year-old company in 2010 after they left 
their home in Monterrey, Mexico, in 2009, 
Leal said. 

austin Amy March said some of her 
fondest childhood memories were shared 
over a cup of tea with her mother and 
grandmothers, so spreading her passion 
for the soothing beverage seemed like a 
natural next step

“As a child, tea was just part of my fam-
ily. We drank tea every day,” March said. 
“The treasured things I have from my 
deceased grandmothers are their teapots 
and tea collections.”

In March 2007, March and her long-
time friend Emily Morrison opened The 
Steeping Room, which focuses on tea and 
healthy, well-balanced meals made from 
scratch. Located at 11410 Century Oaks 
Terrace, The Steeping Room was one of 
the first two restaurants to open at The 
Domain.

Prior to opening The Steeping Room, 
March ran a holistic health practice in 
New York and worked as a personal chef 
specializing in tea. After moving to Austin 
seven years ago, she teamed up with 
Morrison—who has worked as a caterer 
and restaurant manager—and they began 
developing the concept for The Steeping 
Room. 

The modern-style cafe is decorated with 
cactus and colorful teapots and includes 
an indoor dining room and outdoor patio. 
March said she and Morrison created the 
space to appeal to all kinds of individu-
als, from business people on lunch break 

While the showroom stocks more than 
60 vehicles, the strength of the store is 
Internet sales, Leal said. Kids Wheels sells 
and services Peg Pérego, Power Wheels 
and other brands of ride-on vehicles. 

Kids Wheels offers a competitive advan-
tage over buying from big-box stores like 
Toys “R” Us because it sells the vehicles, 
parts, extended warranties and provides 
service and technical support, Leal said.

“Some customers don’t want just the 
sale. They like post-sales service. They 
want support to put it together or if some-
thing is not working, they want someone 
to help,” he said. 
Full story by Victor O’Brien at 
more.impactnews.com/12168

to parents having tea parties with their 
children. 

The restaurant’s overarching principle 
is to offer healthy foods influenced by the 
teas it serves and the cultures from which 
they come. The Steeping Room sells up to 
120 types of tea from countries around the 
world, including China, Japan, India and 
South Africa. 
Full story by Rebecca LaFlure at 
more.impactnews.com/12031
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Kids Wheels Ride On Toy Store 
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257-2399  
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REAL ESTATE

Vista Oaks
Round Rock—78681

Build-out year: 2002

Builders: Wilshire Homes, Hammonds Homes, 
Stewart Custom Homes, Plantation Homes, 
Meritage Homes

Number of homes: 901

Square footage: 1,581–5,274 

Home values: $159,000–$315,200

HOA dues (estimated): $400 annually

Amenities: Amenity center, pool, tennis courts, 
playgrounds, basketball courts, volleyball 
courts

Property taxes:

Williamson County      0.459999 
Austin Community College      0.095100 
Williamson County MUD No. 9      0.740000 
Williamson County FM/RD      0.030000 
Leander ISD      1.454800 
Upper Brushy Creek WC&ID 1A     0.020000 
Williamson County Emergency  
Services District No. 9      0.100000

Total (per $100 value) _____________2.899899

Leander ISD schools:

• Parkside Elementary

• Wiley Middle School

• Rouse High School

3713 Galena Hills Loop $229,500
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,895 sq. ft.
Agent: Pamela Peck
609-9877

3944 Artesia Bend $174,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,851 sq. ft.
Agent: Diane Waters
657-4750

4312 Indian Oaks $175,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,851 sq. ft.
Agent: Mary Boatright
426-1881

4231 N. Summercrest $209,900
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,316 sq. ft.
Agent: Gerri Misko
426-2814

Data compiled by 
nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

1431

S
am
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ass R

d.

Royal Vista Blvd.

          V
ista Hills B

lvd
.

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

19 9 71

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

46 1,811/4,488 $127,500/$316,900

On the market  (As of April 18, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (April 18, 2010–April 18, 2011)

Market Data
On the market  (March 1–31) Monthly home sales

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Round Rock Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

less than $100,000 62 30 96 82

$100,000–$149,900 212 207 83 75

$150,000–$199,900 228 229 72 88

$200,000–$299,900 373 93 86 85

$300,000–$399,900 137 11 83 65

$400,000–$499,900 44 2 68 57

$500,000–$749,900 19 - 109 -

$750,000–$999,900 - 1 - 167

$1 million + 1 - 2 -

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Round Rock Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

March 2011 135 63 $205,039 $149,261

March 2010 208 124 $217,119 $164,101

Feb. 2011 94 43 $211,156 $150,444

Jan. 2011 108 45 $229,208 $161,181

Dec. 2010 163 87 $221,812 $158,136

nov. 2010 128 86 $216,972 $149,874

Oct. 2010 134 65 $210,271 $158,783

Sept. 2010 149 53 $214,094 $156,953

aug. 2010 181 86 $226,211 $161,472

10% OFF
purchases up to $100

Bring ad in to receive discount
Excludes Saddles •  Expires 6/03/11

20% OFF
purchases over $200

Bring ad in to receive discount
Excludes Saddles •  Expires 6/03/11

15% OFF
purchases of $100 - $200

Bring ad in to receive discount
Excludes Saddles •  Expires 6/03/11

THE
LEADING REIN

2000A Picadilly Dr. Round Rock, Tx 78664 • 512-458-6637 • www.� eLeadingRein.com
Tues. - Fri. 9:30am-5:30pm • Saturday 10am-4pm

We now sell Nutrena Feed
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REAL ESTATE

Property listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78664 Round Rock Eggers 803 Wayne Drive 3br/2ba $143,000 1,629 Robert Fischer 791-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek Estates 1424 Huntington 3br/2ba $290,000 2,650 Kimberly Fry 851-3021 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2045 Saint andrews Drive 5br/3ba $273,000 3,384 Timothy Heyl 330-1047 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3868 Royal Troon Drive 4br/3ba $269,000 3,228 Jacquelyn Fraley 439-9116 avalar austin

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 1918 Mulligan Drive 5br/3ba $389,900 3,694 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MaX Capital City

78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 1513 Weiskopf loop 4br/3ba $368,000 3,526 Pat Gunter 750-0116 RE/MaX Capital City iii

78664 Round Rock Jester Farms 2229 ada 3br/2ba $124,900 1,732 Roger Cheatham 576-9148 Roger Cheatham, Broker

78664 Round Rock Kensington Place 501 Greenwich 3br/2ba $119,500 1,474 Mike Freeman 694-9769 RE/MaX Capital City iii

78664 Round Rock Mesa Park 1003 Ridgeline Drive 3br/2ba $66,040 1,553 Karen Robertson 799-9017 Prudential Texas Realty

78664 Round Rock Morningside Meadows 305 Calico Bush lane 3br/2ba $189,900 1,710 Bruce Berman 750-6611 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78664 Round Rock Rhodes 1133 apollo Circle 3br/2ba $142,900 1,762 Teresa "T" Trevino 439-6799 Keller Williams Realty

78664 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 2009 Valerian 4br/2ba $154,000 2,439 linda Graves 744-4584 RE/MaX Capital City iii

78665 Round Rock Eagle Ridge 3720 Geese Route 4br/2ba $189,500 3,116 Debbie Marett 573-6532 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78665 Round Rock lake Forest Village 2292 Fernspring Drive 4br/3ba $274,500 2,650 Patrick McGinley 784-2142 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Meadow lake 1106 Pike Path 4br/3ba $134,900 2,733 Jim Farrington 413-7941 EXiT-Options Realty

78665 Round Rock Ryans Crossing 3446 Yogi Berra 3br/2ba $169,900 2,127 June Green 966-2225 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78665 Round Rock Settlers Crossing 2405 Butler Way 3br/2ba $164,900 1,941 nicholas Broderson 659-9504 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Teravista 1101 Hillridge 3br/2ba $329,900 2,967 Janet Mays 653-3626 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78665 Round Rock Teravista 1731 Woodvista 4br/3ba $239,900 3,348 K. C. Whetstone 431-1222 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Teravista 1986 Canyon Sage Path 4br/3ba $314,000 3,342 Debbie Fontenette 656-5757 Keller Williams Realty

78665 Round Rock Teravista 2107 Green Tree Cove 5br/4ba $349,777 4,583 Patrick McGinley 784-2142 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2686 Mirasol 4br/3ba $291,002 3,100 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2714 Mirasol 4br/2ba $256,465 2,375 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek 4100 Chert Drive 4br/3ba $275,000 3,296 Mary Boatright 426-1881 RE/MaX Capital City ii

78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek 2706 Great Oaks 3br/2ba $225,000 2,057 Donna Webster 656-2624 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek 3803 Rolling Hill 3br/2ba $135,000 1,446 David Durham 695-7910 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Cat Hollow 5035 Barlow Drive 4br/2ba $205,000 2,286 Melissa Berndt 350-1107 RE/MaX Capital City

78681 Round Rock Hidden Glen 3244 Sanibel Court 4br/3ba $425,000 4,189 Roxanne Escobedo 825-4377 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78681 Round Rock Hidden Glen 3252 Sanibel Court 5br/4ba $384,900 4,323 Brian Martin 638-5885 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Oaklands 707 ivy 4br/2ba $217,000 2,348 Melissa Berndt 350-1107 RE/MaX Capital City

78681 Round Rock Preserve at Stone Oak 1179 Stone Forest Trail 4br/2ba $139,000 1,664 Robert Kauffman 853-0110 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Round Rock West 1103 Deepwood 3br/2ba $149,900 1,564 Russell Martinez 691-9383 e-Executive Realty

78681 Round Rock Stone Canyon 17913 Box Canyon Terrace 3br/2ba $239,900 2,210 Patrick Smith 496-2793 Spencer Properties

78681 Round Rock Stone Canyon 9020 Wildwater 5br/2ba $230,000 2,680 Kimberly Fry 851-3021 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78681 Round Rock Vista Oaks 3944 artesia 3br/2ba $174,900 1,851 Diane Waters 657-4750 Keller Williams Realty

78681 Round Rock Wood Glen 2012 Kimbrook Drive 3br/2ba $185,000 1,784 nason Hengst 775-7900 Keller Williams Realty

2405 Butler Way $164,900

3944 artesia $174,900

3868 Royal Troon Drive $269,000

3803 Rolling Hill $135,000

ZIP code guide
78664 Dell/Gattis School area
78665 university/Dell Diamond area
78681 Round Rock west of i-35
78660 Pflugerville
78717 Brushy Creek area

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 04/14/11 and 04/21/11 for Round Rock and 04/06/11 and 04/21/11 for Pflugerville were included and provided by the austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. although every 
effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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REAL ESTATE

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12448

Property listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78660 Pflugerville Bohls Place 605 Plumbago 3br/2ba $152,900 1,826 Debbie Slazer 258-9310 Stanberry & associates

78660 Pflugerville Brookfield Estates 1505 Sweet leaf 3br/2ba $149,900 1,673 Mark Griffiths 299-7207 Best agents in Texas

78660 Pflugerville Cambridge Estates 706 Oxford 4br/2ba $214,900 3,050 Greg Young 587-1337 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Club at Wells Point 704 Point Run Cove 4br/2ba $175,900 2,135 Karen Buerkle 775-1105 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Estates Rowe lane 20961 Mandrake Drive 4br/3ba $184,900 2,293 Janette Friend-Harrington 844-3331 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 2916 Grand Mission 4br/2ba $225,000 2,835 Dow Kennedy 267-6302 RE/MaX Capital City ii

78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 18705 Falcon Pointe 4br/2ba $202,290 2,730 Daniel Wilson 801-7718 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Gaston-Sheldon 14324 lemongrass 3br/2ba $137,000 1,355 Rebecca Mclaughlin 639-9461 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Gaston-Sheldon 14405 Harcourt House lane 3br/2ba $124,999 1,271 lisa Webre 296-8724 austin 360 Realty

78660 Pflugerville Highland Park 17916 Great Basin 3br/2ba $112,900 1,496 Jayne Decker 848-6884 Prudential Texas Realty

78660 Pflugerville Meadow Park South 503 Parkview 3br/2ba $145,000 1,528 Margaret Gilbreth 413-3792 amelia Bullock, Realtors

78660 Pflugerville Meadows Blackhawk 19901 Crane Creek loop 4br/2ba $199,900 2,370 Vince Martinez 785-4288 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Mountain Creek 1107 Vanderbilt Circle 5br/3ba $299,900 4,032 Diane Kennedy 750-2950 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78660 Pflugerville north Park 16200 Glorious lane 3br/2ba $139,900 1,503 Michelle Sheehan 251-4950 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78660 Pflugerville northtown Park 13812 Cambourne Drive 3br/2ba $114,000 1,711 June Green 966-2225 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78660 Pflugerville northtown Park 13902 Merseyside Drive 3br/2ba $100,000 1,062 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MaX Capital City

78660 Pflugerville Sarahs Creek 1119 Miss Kimberlys lane 3br/2ba $127,500 1,482 Debbie Fontenette 656-5757 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Settlers Meadow 15024 antique Finish 4br/2ba $139,900 2,102 Karla Jordan 657-4292 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Settlers Ridge 806 ivy Drive 3br/2ba $194,900 1,795 Myrna Hall 507-6554 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78660 Pflugerville Springbrook Enclave 1220 Mason Bend Drive 5br/3ba $199,950 4,088 Mark Blackburn 797-1872 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Springbrook Glen 1240 Bunratty Circle 3br/2ba $140,400 1,995 Patricia Smith 637-8277 Keller Williams Realty

78660 Pflugerville Villages of Hidden lake 18417 Drivey Brook loop 4br/2ba $176,000 2,110 Margaret Gilbreth 413-3792 amelia Bullock, Realtors

78660 Pflugerville Windermere 17214 Bushmills Rd. 3br/2ba $152,000 2,009 Karen McGrath 940-4057 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78660 Pflugerville Windermere 1243 Blackthorn 3br/2ba $150,000 2,190 Joetta Houghton 736-2471 Keller Williams Realty

1243 Blackthorn $150,000

19901 Crane Creek loop $199,900

706 Oxford $214,900
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NewHomes and Communities

INSIDE

Highland Homes showcases a quiet 
alternative in the bustling suburbs.

Page 43

Taylor Morrison Builds on Beauty of Hill Country
T aylor Morrison is known for 

its high-quality homes with 
unique and vibrant floor plans. But 
Taylor Morrison does more than 
just build homes – they create gor-
geous communities that incorpo-
rate the natural beauty of the land.

Their three Leander communities 

are prime examples. Adjacent to 
Crystal Falls Golf Club, Crystal 
Cove (from the $180s), Mesa 
Oaks (from the $240s) and The 
Fairways (from the $280s), offer 
majestic views of the canyons, roll-
ing hills and greenbelts. 

“We take great care in designing 

and planning out features, ameni-
ties and landscapes to make our 
properties stand out,” explains Jeff 
Hudson, vice president of Sales 
and Marketing at Taylor Morrison. 
“We take advantage of the existing 
views and design our land plan 
around it.”

The Crystal Falls developments 
offer 26 floor plans in four different 
series. Ranging in size from 1,692 
sq. ft. to 4,222 sq. ft., Taylor Mor-
rison offers homes for buyers in all 
phases of life. 

“We wanted to give new home 
buyers an affordable opportunity 

to come to Taylor Morrison. Crys-
tal Cove allows young and grow-
ing families to build a high-quality 
home in a beautiful neighborhood,” 
explains Hudson. 

The Crystal Falls communities 
offer several resort-style amenities, 
including two pools, numerous 
parks and play areas, a disc golf 
course, fishing pond, tennis courts, 
sand volleyball and sports fields. 
The community’s proximity to 
Crystal Falls Golf Club also pro-
vides residents with easy access to 
the golf course and its amenities, 
which include a pro shop, driv-
ing range, creek side park and 
restaurant.

The development is located in the 
Leander School District and offers 
three elementary schools. Crystal 
Falls offers easy access to shop-
ping, business, entertainment, and 
183A.

Enter the Dream Home Give-
away contest by June 30, 2011, 
and you could win a single-family 
home in any of Taylor Morrison’s 
communities in the U.S. Tell a friend 
and you could win other prizes. 
Already buying a Taylor Morrison 
home? Enter the contest and win 
50% off* in designer upgrades. 

To learn more about Taylor Mor-
rison, and to enter their Dream 
Home Giveaway, visit taylormor-
rison.com. 

*See the sales assocates for more details.

Santa Cruz A 
Study, Open Great Room, dining area, Hardwood 
floors throughout, Oil Rubbed Bronze fixtures, 
Covered Patio, Elegant Tile Roof, 2 car garage w/ 
cedar garage doors

11716 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000    

Coronado B
Two story, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Master and 
Guest Bedroom on first floor, Large corner lot, Bay 
window at Master Bedroom, Extensive Hard Wood 
Floors, Granite – Kitchen and Master Oil Rubbed 
Bronze fixtures, Covered Patio & Balcony, Elegant 
Tile Roof, 2.5 car garage w/ cedar garage doors 

11500 Shadestone Terrace  $499,950

 Santa Cruz A 
One story, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,  Dining room/ 
study/formal living room, Open Great Room,  
Dining area Hardwood floors throughout, Covered 
Patio, Elegant Tile Roof,  2.5 car garage w/ cedar 
garage doors 

11600 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000

The Taylor Morrison communities at Crystal Falls offer great views of the Texas Hill Country and easy access to Crystal Falls Golf Club. 
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BRING THIS COUPON IN FOR 50% OFF DESIGN OPTIONS*
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NewHomes and Communities

H ome buyers who are inter-
ested in The Ranch at Brushy 

Creek need to look no further than 
Highland Homes. With 50-, 60- and 
70-foot home sites, Highland Homes 
has the perfect home for every buyer.
Starting in the $250s, the new 50-

foot lots range in size from 1,800 sq. ft. 
to just over 3,000 sq. ft. Sixty-foot lots 
start at $320,000 and the 70-foot lots 
start in the $380s. 
The Ranch at Brushy Creek is con-

veniently located in Cedar Park on 
the banks of Brushy Creek. With easy 
access to Brushy Creek Lake Park, the 
Regional Hike and Bike Trail and Avery 
Ranch Golf Course, this breathtaking 
community is a recreation destination. 

The community is situated within 
Round Rock ISD and feeds into 
Sommer Elementary, Walsh Middle 
School and Round Rock High School. 
Residents can take advantage of the 
community’s many amenities, which in-
clude a junior Olympic pool, toddler’s 
interactive pool, covered pavilions and 
more.
Highland Homes’ stone and brick 

elevations, professional landscaping 
packages and 8’ front doors create 
immediate curb appeal, and its cus-
tomizable floor plans make The Ranch 
at Brushy Creek the right choice for 
every kind of buyer.
Visit highlandhomes.com or call 255-

4454 to learn more. 

The popular 924 Plan is the model at The Ranch at Brushy Creek and is 3,369 with 4 beds and 3 ½ baths.

Highland Homes Offers Options for all in 
The Ranch at Brushy Creek

The Ranch at Brushy Creek - 255-4454
Cedar Park - 204 Shorthorn 
4b, 3.5ba, 3,683 sq. ft., plan 258A 
$405,000
Spacious floor plan with study, formal dining, media, 
game and sunroom, stone and brick elevation
 
Walsh Ranch - 294-6401
Round Rock  - 3523 Alexandrite Way 
4b, 2.5ba, 2,804 sq. ft., plan 934B
$339,900
Extensive tile floors and crown molding, 8 ft. French 
oak stained doors to study, gourmet kitchen

The Commons at Rowe Lane - 251-8900
Pflugerville - 20912 Windmill Ridge 
4b, 3.5ba, 2,958 sq. ft. plan Dalton (A) 
$246,952
Granite countertops, s/s appli., ext. outdoor liv., 
fireplace, full yard sod, sprinkler, ext. tile
 
Arbor Place - 310-7911
Round Rock - 2257 Park Place Circle 
5b, 4ba, 3,522 sq. ft., plan 923A
$442,900
Open floor plan with master and second bedroom 
down, fabulous layout loaded with features

Our Inventory Homes

www.highlandhomes.com

Hours:  Monday-Thursday & Saturday   10:00am to 6:00pm  |  Friday & Sunday  12:00pm to 6:00pm

*** All prices are subject to change*** Call for more information: (512)532-2108
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Beautiful Homes from the $150’s- $600’s
There has never been a better opportunity to own a quality home in 

Austin’s most sought after neighborhoods. 

From large homesites in the Hill Country with views, to starter 

homes in communities with amenities galore, Highland Homes offers 

home buyers more options, a higher standard of quality and design 

features like no other in the area.

 

Visit www.HighlandHomes.com for more information. 

Ask about the Highland Homes upgrade offer.

Bring in this ad to receive $2,500 in 
additional options or upgrades

Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area 
communities through 5/31/2011. Prices and information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.
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8 1)	 THE	VIEWS	AT	BELTERRA	•	From	the	$240’s
	 512-432-0200
	 BELTERRA	•	From	the	$300’s	•	512-301-9110

2)	 ROCKY	CREEK	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-303-0112

3)	 STEINER	RANCH	•	From	the	$590’s•	512-266-7117

4)	 WHITESTONE	OAKS•	From	the	$210’s
	 512-260-2222

5)	 CRYSTAL	FALLS	•	From	the	low	$200’s	•	512-260-8333

6)	 THE	RANCH	AT	BRUSHY	CREEK	•	From	the	$250’s
	 512-255-4454	

7)	 ARBOR	PLACE	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-310-7911

8)	 COMMONS	AT	ROWE	LANE	•	.From	the	$150’s
	 512-251-8900

Beautiful Homes Inside & Out


