
w w w . i m p a c t n e w s . c o m

Local Savings Guide begins page 41

Additional savings at www.impactnews.com/saveo c t o b e r  2008  |  volume 4, issue 2

Printed on
recycled paperCorporate Partner 

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

COMMUNITY IMPACT
PERMIT NO. 2219

78664

Nonprofit Profile
LifeSteps
Page 19 

Business Profile
Bella Notte
Page 7
Facility Director Monica 
Dominguez and co-owners 
Stephanie Brewer and 
Carol Canuelle

Community Corridor
University Boulevard
Page 33 

in
s
id

e

Community Profiles
Local Candidates
Page 21

Election Guide
General and Special Elections
Page 30

CONTINUED ON |29

by Eric PulsifEr

The Round Rock ISD Board of Trust-
ees called for a Nov. 4 bond election to 
fund $293.9 million in projects. The 
ballot will include two propositions, 
the first addressing district growth and 
the second covering additions and ren-
ovations to existing facilities.

The projects are in response to rec-
ommendations from the 2008 Citi-
zens Bond Committee, a 55-member 
group of RRISD citizens tasked with 
studying the district’s projected needs 
for the next two to three years. 

The board of trustees directed the 
committee to concentrate on the most 
critical needs in the areas of growth, 
safety and health, curriculum and 
technology, and infrastructure. The 
group presented its report to the 
board in June.

Catherine Hanna, co-chair of the 
committee, said the improvements 
are necessary to maintain the district’s 
educational standards.

In a statement released last month, 
Hanna said, “As members of the Citi-
zen’s Bond Committee, we worked 
very hard to pare the project list down 
to the most critical needs of the Dis-
trict and to present a package that is 
economically prudent. We believe 
that passage of the bond is critical to 
continuing the high quality of educa-
tion we enjoy in the Round Rock In-
dependent School District.”  
Classrooms for Kids

Hanna is also co-chair of Classrooms 
for Kids, a specific-purpose political 
action committee formed to advocate 

BoNd eLeCtioN

Central Texas cities are working together 
in ways that affect most area citizens’ day-
to-day lives — for economic development, 
transportation and water. This cross-com-
munity collaboration is sometimes referred 
to as regionalism.

Regionalism is a concept that has not 
always been embraced. Greater Pfluger-
ville Chamber of Commerce CEO Patri-
cia Brown has been with the chamber for 
15 years and said Central Texas cities have 
not always played together well. However, 
she saw a regional change in attitude when 
Mike Rollins became CEO of the Greater 

story HigHligHts

• residents' property taxes are lowered when their cities win new businesses

• Traffic flows more easily across The region when ciTies, counTies work TogeTher on roads

CONTINUED ON |10

Cities work together for economic 
development, transportation, water

by Amy StAnSbury Austin Chamber of Commerce. 
“With [Rollins’] entrance into our market, 

things changed dramatically and now it’s 
probably the best regional cooperation I’ve 
ever seen in my tenure,” Brown said. “He was 
the one who kind of changed the mindset in 
Austin because, realistically, Austin is the big 
dog. People will hear about Austin and Cen-
tral Texas before they’ll hear about Pfluger-
ville, Cedar Park or Round Rock.”
economic development

Part of the effort to increase collabora-
tion among cities in the region materialized 

by Eric PulSifEr
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Pflugerville expects commercial growth to lower property taxes
Homeowners will pay more next year in 
property taxes despite decreased rate

For years, Pflugerville has had one of the highest prop-
erty tax rates in the Austin area, but with five consecutive 
years of decreasing rates, Mayor Jeff Coleman said those 
days might soon come to an end.

"I firmly believe that in the next four to seven years, 
this city is going to have to make a dramatic decrease in 
the tax rate,” he said. “By then, Stone Hill [Town Center] 
will be full, Verde [commercial development] will be full. 
It's just going to take some time.” 

City officials anticipate that commercial growth in 
Pflugerville will continue to push the property tax rate 
down, as it has done in other cities experiencing similar 
growth. But Coleman said it will take time for retailers 
to generate the substantial sales tax revenue needed to 
change the city’s funding mix. 

Pflugerville is just now seeing the level of sales tax rev-
enue from Wal-Mart that was projected when it opened 
last year. Coleman said property taxes and sales tax 
revenue will continue to 
grow as the million sq. ft. 
of retail space at Stone Hill 
Town Center develops. Su-
perTarget and Best Buy are 

Property tax 49%

Sales ta
x 14%

PISD police department 7%

Licenses and perm
its 7

%

Other Income 4 %

Recreational income 2 %

Franchise tax 11%

Fines 4 %
Transfers 2 %

www.impactnews.com
for commenTs and links
to related websites, visit 
more.impactnews.com/1966

2009 General Fund Revenue

Cactus Ranch Elementary is one of the 
most crowded schools in the district with 
nearly 1,200 students.

Property tax is the single largest revenue source in Pflugerville's 
2009 fiscal year general fund. The city hopes increases in sales tax 
revenue will gradually lower the tax burden on homeowners.

Source: City of Pflugerville

ROUND ROCK
CITY LIMITS

PFLUGERVILLE
CITY LIMITS

More than 40% of people who work 
in Round Rock live outside the city.

94% of people who live in 
Pflugerville work outside the city.

Sources: Round Rock Chamber of Commerce and the 
Capital Area Council of Governments

driving across city limit lines
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My husband and I devote many of our 
weekends to family-style barbecues because 
we enjoy spending time with our friends. I 
think it is human nature to want to connect 
with other people. Those running for politi-
cal offices know very well the importance of 
connecting with voters.

Some offices up for election Nov. 4 
represent areas with several cities. There 
are often issues that span beyond our local 
communities and affect neighboring cities 
so the municipalities work together on a 

solution. This concept — regionalism — 
can be likened to a corporate environment. 
Company managers organize departments 
to work effectively together and generate 
profits, while employees often compete for 
promotions or recognition. Some large cor-
porations may compete with one another 
in one product line and partner in another. 
The same is true with cities.

Many of our readers are interested in the 
upcoming election, so over the past few 
months and in this issue we feature Com-
munity Profiles on several local candidates. 
This issue also has an Election Guide to 
help you find more information about each 
candidate on the ballot so you are prepared 
when you go to vote.

General 
Manager’s 
Note

page 27

community impact 

4  Round Rock & Pflugerville

Business profiles 

6  Capital Skatepark and Pro Shop Owner Allen Dehn's 
skatepark offers 6,000 sq. ft. of indoor space.

7  Bella Notte on Main This Round Rock event venue offers a 
one-stop shop for party planning.

neighBorhood dining 

8  La Cocina A family-run restaurant mixes the flavors of Italy 
and Mexico in plates such as the Italian Enchilada.

inside information

15  All-Abilities Park The Round Rock Sunrise Rotary Club 
is seeking donations from the community to build a specialized 
park for children with disabilities.

regional report

16  Abbreviated stories from our other editions 
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19  LifeSteps: Williamson Council on Alcohol and Drugs  
Executive Director Pat Chalaire and Rhonda Hohmann, Families 
in Transition coordinator, offers counseling and education for 
individuals and families affected by addiction.

community profiles

21  Bryan Daniel, Diana Maldonado and Lillian Simmons 
Texas House of Representatives, District 52 candidates

23  John Carter, Brian Ruiz and Barry Cooper
U.S. Representative, Congressional District 31 candidates

25  Michael McCaul, Larry Joe Doherty and Matt Finkel 
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27  Round Rock during World War II

election guide

30  Joint General and Special Elections See the 
candidates listed on the ballot for the Nov. 4 elections.
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Community
1  Cele barbecues again

Cele General Store, which closed in De-
cember 2007 after 115 years in business, 
reopened last month by the same family at 
the same location, 18726 Cameron Road. 
Lunch is served starting at 10:30 a.m. Sat-
urdays. Dinner is served from 5:30 to 9:30 
p.m. Saturdays, by reservation only. For 
reservations, call 251-3562.

Marriage prep
The cost of a marriage license in Texas is 
now more expensive for couples who have 
not taken a state-sponsored marital educa-
tion course, "Twogether in Texas." In Wil-
liamson County, a couple with proof they 
have taken the course pays $7 for a license 
or $67 if they have not. Visit 
www.twogetherintexas.com.

Round Rock
2  Enhance Salon and Spa

Enhance Salon and Spa recently opened 
at 3000 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Ste. 74. Open 
Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Appointments and walk-ins ac-
cepted. Call 248-0177.

3  Operation Share A Hug 
In celebration of National Teddy Bear 
Day Nov. 15, Beary Cute Stuffables is 
holding a stuffed animal donation drive 

                      Sam Bass Rd.
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starting Oct. 1 called Operation Share 
A Hug benefiting Williamson County’s 
domestic violence and sexual assault pro-
gram, Hope Alliance. Stuffed animal dona-
tions may be dropped off at Jungle Java, 
1400 E. Old Settlers Blvd. Call 608-4085 or 
e-mail Rita@BearyCuteStuffables.com.

4  New dog daycare
Dog daycare, boarding and training are 
available at Action Pack Dog Center. The 
dog care facility opened last month at 4 
Lake Drive and features a pet boutique. An 
open house with refreshments and door 
prizes will be held Oct. 18 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Call 341-0229 or visit 
www.actionpackdogs.com.

5  Free for single moms
Christian Brothers Automotive, 413 
Louis Henna Blvd., is giving away free 
oil changes for single mothers Oct. 18. 

Appointments are available every five 
minutes from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and space 
is limited. Volunteers will also vacuum 
and wash cars. Donuts and coffee will be 
served, and a coloring/play area is avail-
able for children. To register, visit www.
hcbc.com/oilchange or call 331-2244.

6  Library closed for facelift
The Round Rock Public Library, 216 E. 
Main Ave., will be closed for renovations 
from Oct. 1 through Nov. 2. New carpet, 
tile, paint and other improvements will be 
made to the facility. Patrons are encour-
aged to use the outside book drops to 
return items during the closure. Visit 
www.roundrocktexas.gov/library.

7  Equine enthusiasts
After 24 years of business in Dripping 
Springs, The Leading Rein relocated 
to Round Rock in August. Located at 
2000-A Picadilly Drive, the riding equip-
ment store offers apparel, tack, gifts 
and accessories. Call 458-6637 or visit              
www.theleadingrein.com.

8  New gun store
Handguns, rifles, ammunition and more 
are available at the Austin Gun Liquida-
tors that opened last month at 2000-A 
Picadilly Drive, in the same building as 
The Leading Rein. Call 989-8552 or visit 
www.austingunliquidators.com.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 A

ct
io

n 
Pa

ck
 D

og
 C

en
te

r

Owner Jana Rossorelli playing with dogs 
at Action Pack Dog Center.
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1-31 St. Richard's Episcopal Church 
8th Annual Pumpkin Patch

Proceeds benefit Round Rock Area Serving Center, 
Community of Hope and New Beginnings Mentoring 
Ministry • St. Richard's Episcopal Church
1420 E. Palm Valley Blvd. • Open 9 a.m.-dark every day in 
October • Pumpkins $1-$30

3-4 Tere O'Connor's "Rammed Earth"
Presented by Dance Umbrella

Oct. 3 at 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. • Oct. 4 at 2 p.m.
Richland Dance Hall, 18312 Cameron Road, Manor
$12-$18 • 450-0456 • www.danceumbrella.com

4 Pflugerville: Semi-Annual Clean-Up Day
Dispose of unwanted household waste

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. • Across from Brookhollow 
Elementary School on Railroad Avenue, Pflugerville
Free • 251-9935 • www.cityofpflugerville.com

Hairy Man Festival       
Noon-7 p.m. • Cat Hollow Park • 8600 O'Connor Drive, 
Round Rock • 626-5777 • www.hairymanfestival.org

7 National Night Out: Pflugerville
25th annual crime and drug prevention event

Participate by turning porch light on from 7-10 p.m.
Register block parties with the police department
670-5512 • www.cityofpflugerville.com/nno

Pflugerville World Championship 
Golf Tournament
Sponsored by the Pflugerville Downtown Association
1:30 p.m. • The Golf Club at Star Ranch
2500 FM 685, Hutto • $95 • 835-6695

11 6th Annual Barktoberfest
Benefiting the Central Texas Society 

for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
9:30 a.m. Walk registration, vendor booths open
10 a.m. 3K walk • Noon Canine costume contest
2 p.m. Vendor booths close • Lakeview Pavilion at Old 
Settlers Park • 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
$5 donation recommended • www.centraltexasspca.org

12 Round Rock Concert Series 
presents Los Texas Wranglers

Round Rock Amphitheater
301 W. Bagdad Ave., Round Rock • 7-9 p.m.
218-5540 • www.roundrocktexas.gov

oCtoBeR eveNtS

Calendar events must be submitted by the 15th of the month prior. 
E-mail Amy at astansbury@impactnews.com or call 989-6808.

News or questions about Round Rock or Pflugerville?
E-mail Amy at astansbury@impactnews.com or call 989-6808.

9  Sunshades
Locally owned Auto Recon expanded its 
automotive window film treatment business 
to now offer residential and commercial 
window tinting, blinds, shades and shutters. 
The new business, Solar Solutions, offers 
in-house financing and is located at 18 In-
dian Meadows Drive, Ste. 210, in the same 
building as Auto Recon. Call 255-7491 or 
visit www.solarsolutionsrca.com.

Pflugerville
10 Pflugerville Town Center
SCC Development is clearing land for 
retail sites and extending Pfennig Lane 
into the development east of FM 685. A 
fast-food restaurant is working with the 
city to secure necessary permits, and pad 
sites are still available. Visit 
www.sccdevelopment.com.

11 Multifamily feedback
The Pflugerville City Council appointed 
a committee to propose changes to the 
development standards for multifamily 
developments such as apartments and 
condominiums. The Pflugerville Council 
of Neighborhood Associations will host 
a public meeting Oct. 13 at 7 p.m. at the 
Pflugerville Justice Center, 1611 E. Pfennig 
Lane. Contact the Pflugerville Planning 
Department at 990-4370 or e-mail 
planning@cityofpflugerville.com.

13-19 Firehouse Subs supports Round Rock 
Area Serving Center

Firehouse Subs Round Rock will donate 10 percent of pre-
tax sales to the Round Rock Area Serving Center
 3151 S. IH 35, Ste., 630, Round Rock • 310-0300

16 Pflugerville Rotary Club 
Celebrity Golf Tournament

Proceeds fund scholarships for local high school students 
and other Rotary charities and community services
Featuring $100,000 cash shoot-out
The Golf Club at Star Ranch • 2500 FM 685, Hutto
Noon-5 p.m. • $95 • 413-6328 • www.pflugervillerotary.org

Scott & White Blood Drive
Donate blood for victims in Central Texas, receive free 
T-shirts and Blue Bell Ice Cream, enter a drawing for a 
$200 Best Buy gift card 
Scott & White University Medical Campus
302 University Blvd., Round Rock
9 a.m.-3 p.m. • 509-8502 • www.bloodcenter.sw.org

18 2008 Pfamily Pfestival and Expo
"Celebrating Our Community's Cultures"

Sponsored by the Greater Pflugerville Chamber of 
Commerce • Hill Country Bible Church
303 E. Pflugerville Parkway, Pflugerville
9 a.m.-3 p.m. • 251-7799 • www.pfchamber.com

Outlaw Trail 100 Race
Bike 10-mile, 25-mile, 40-mile, 50-mile, 63-mile, 100K 
and 100-mile loop courses on Williamson County roads
Hosted by the City of Round Rock Parks and Recreation 
8 a.m. • www.outlawtrail100.com

19 9th Annual Father/Daughter 
Chili Cook-Off and Carnival 

Chili by Girl Scouts, carnival games 
Round Rock Christian Church • 22 Chalice Way, Round Rock 
2:30 p.m. • Free • www.rrdisciples.org
                                                

25 4th Annual Flea Market 
American Legion Hall

1000 Georgetown St., Round Rock • 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Call Donna DeGolier 913-9883, 733-1812

Wellness Rocks - A Ghouling Event
Halloween-themed health fair featuring kids 1K and family 
5K fun runs • Co-sponsored by the Round Rock ISD Wellness 
Committee and the Round Rock Mayor's Council On Fitness
Old Settlers Park • 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock 
9 a.m.-noon • Free • www.roundrocktexas.gov/fitness

12 Last farmers market
The first year of the Pflugerville Farmers 
Market ends Oct. 28 with a harvest day 
celebration. Vendors' business cards will be 
available at the information booth for those 
interested in produce deliveries in the mar-
ket's off-season. The farmers market, which 
has been open since May, will be held every 
Tuesday this month from 3-7 p.m. in down-
town Pflugerville at the old gin property, 
500 E. Pecan St. It is scheduled to begin 
next year starting the first Tuesday in May. 
Visit www.pflugervillefarmersmarket.com.

13 Kung Fu tea
Formosa Art Tea House, 200 E. Pecan St., 
Ste. 5, will host a Chinese oil painting ex-
hibition featuring the works of Run Zhang 
from Oct. 8 to Nov. 8. A Kung Fu tea study 
party including samples of various Bao 
Zhong teas from Taiwan will be held Oct. 
18 at 7 p.m. For reservations, call 989-8678 
or visit www.drinkarttea.com. 

25 Pfall Pfreakout Pfestival
School fundraiser sponsored by the Rowe Lane 

Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization
Face painting, vendor booths, costume contests, 
cakewalk, Pfreaky Pfunhouse, moon bounce, games, 
dunking booths, silent auction baskets, food and drinks
Rowe Lane Elementary School • 3112 Speidel Lane
Pflugerville • 2-6 p.m. • Free • 296-9441

2nd Annual Fall Fair
Palm Valley Lutheran Church • 2500 E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
Round Rock • 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
www.palmvalleylutheranchurch.com

29 Round Rock ISD Partners in Education 
Foundation golf tournament

Fundraiser for scholarships, teacher recognition, teaching 
grants and other programs that support district goals
Avery Ranch Golf Club • 10500 Avery Club Drive, Austin
Sponsorships range from $250-$2,500 • Individual $125
1:30 p.m. • Call 464-5093
www.rrisdeducationfoundation.org

31 Fall Festival
Central Baptist Church • 301 N. Lake Creek Drive 

Round Rock • 6:30-8:30 p.m. • www.centralbaptist.org

Fall Fun Fest Children's Halloween Carnival
Old Settlers Park • 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
9 a.m.-noon • Free • 218-5540

Halloween on Main Street
Hosted by the Greater Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce   
6-7 p.m. • Main Street, Pflugerville
251-7799 • www.pfchamber.com

Teen Halloween Fright Night Lock-In
For ages 10-15, Round Rock Parks and Recreation and 
Gatti-land staff will chaperone • Gatti Land
1112 N. IH 35, Round Rock 11 p.m.-7 a.m. • $25 
Registration deadline is Oct. 17 • 218-5540

1 CrossFit Texas competition
Fitness competition for men and women

Proceeds go to the Healing Garden Campaign
9:45 a.m. Competitors arrive, first wave begins 10:15 a.m. 
The Healing Garden at the Scott & White University 
Medical Campus • 300 University Blvd., Round Rock
$35 • Register at www.crossfittx.com/registration

Pay by phone
A new telephone payment option is now 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
to city of Pflugerville utility customers by 
calling 866-815-2975. A fee of $3.95 per 
$150 in charges applies. Call 251-3076.

14 Pfall Chili Pfest 
Community organizations and families 
can register teams for the Pflugerville 
Pfall Chili Pfest scheduled for Nov. 8 from 
noon-9 p.m in downtown Pflugerville. All 
proceeds go toward the beautification of 
downtown. For entry forms, visit www.
cityofpflugerville.com/downtownevents. 
The registration deadline 5 p.m. Oct. 31.  

15  Oil change
Arbor Lube Center opened at 15205 
FM 1825. The lube center offers oil chang-
es, routine maintenance and car washes. 
Call 251-5303 or visit 
www.arborcarwash.com.

16 Plaza at Grand Avenue
ThunderCloud Subs, Pflugerville Donuts 
and Avenue Food Mart are now open 
at the Plaza at Grand Avenue shopping 
center. Space is available for lease. Call 
Travis Robertson at The Weitzman Group 
at 482-0094.

 community    events

NoveMBeR eveNtS

Artist Run Zhang
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offer a safe place to hang out and a con-
structive way to spend free time.

“You’ve got to give those kids a place to 
go,” he said. “When you’ve got a place to 
go, you’re not looking for trouble. You’re 
not sitting on the couch with your buddies 
just twiddling your thumbs.”

Dehn said the number of kids looking 
for places to skate seems to grow every 
year as skateparks replace ballparks as 
American youth’s play place of choice. 
National polls have shown for more than a 
decade that more kids under 18 skate than 
play baseball.

Capital Skatepark and pro Shop • pflugerville
 business    profile by Eric PulsifEr

Twenty-two-year-old Allen Dehn 
learned young that running a small 

business can be difficult. While still in 
high school, he went from skateboarder to 
business owner overnight by purchasing 
a skatepark he frequented in Georgetown. 
Dehn used money he had been saving 
up for a car to buy the soon-to-be closed 
Ramp Ranch, one of the few places in the 
area to skate.

“I just wanted to keep it open,” Dehn 
said. “I knew it wasn’t going to make me 
millions or super rich. I just wanted to do 
it to have a place to skate.”

After six years in Georgetown, Dehn 
began looking into a second location 
closer to Austin. With the help of his 
mother, Dehn developed a business plan 
and tried to get a loan. The teenage skater 
quickly found that lenders were excited 
about his plan when speaking with him on 
the phone but hesitant of dealing with him 
upon seeing his long hair and casual attire 
in person. He ended up paying for the new 
location out of pocket. Over the next 15 
months, he and his friends turned a grassy 
lot into a custom indoor skatepark.

Today, the facility has approximately 
6,000 sq. ft. of indoor skate space and 
more land outside. Dehn plans to expand 
the skatepark outdoors to include an area 
for BMX bikes, which are currently only 
allowed inside on certain days.

Skateboarders can rent out Capital for 
birthdays, lock-ins, camps and training 
sessions. The pro shop sells an assort-
ment of shoes, shirts, decks and gear. For 
parents, the skatepark features an air-con-
ditioned room overlooking the park.
the new American pastime

Though Dehn said it is not unheard 
of to see older skaters on a board, most 
of Capital’s patrons were not even born 
when skating first gained popularity in the 
1960s. The exposure skating has gained 
through video games and television has 
attracted a group of young enthusiasts who 
have watched the sport their entire lives.

For kids who are too young to drive but 
old enough to be out of the house, looking 
for something to do, Dehn said skateparks 

Capital Skatepark and Pro Shop
2008 Picadilly drive

251-4500
www.capitalskateparkandproshop.com

Mon.-Sat noon-10 p.m. • Sun. noon-7 p.m.

Owner Allen Dehn

BABy StePS
Skating on the street can be rough for 
beginners, but Capital Skatepark owner Allen 
Dehn said parks help skaters build their skills 
in an environment designed to accommodate 
boards.

“It’s baby steps. You’ve got to work your way up 
to stuff like that,” he said. “Skating in skateparks 
will make you better. It will.”

Next month will mark Capital Skatepark’s one-
year anniversary, but Dehn is already mapping 
his next move: San Antonio, which has more 
skateboarders per square mile than anywhere 
else in the state. He hopes to ultimately 
expand across the country.

"By the time I'm 35, I'd like to have 30 parks," 
Dehn said.

While Dehn said it has not always been a 
downhill skate, he feels fortunate to be able to 
work in an industry he loves.

“I can’t see myself going to work every day 
somewhere I didn’t like,” Dehn said. “It’s still 
work, but once I get up here and the kids start 
coming in, it makes it all worth it.”

i-35

n

45

Greenlawn Blvd
.

           Picadilly dr.

Capital Skatepark 
and Pro Shop
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Bella notte on Main • round roCk
 business    profile by Amy stAnsbury

Carol Canuelle’s dream of running a 
wedding venue was first inspired in 

1983 when she moved from Michigan to 
Texas and found that southern weddings 
were not quite as fancy as she was accus-
tomed to in the Midwest. More than 20 
years later, she opened Bella Notte on Main 
in 2006 with co-owner Stephanie Brewer.

The two met in the early 1990s when 

their daughters were middle and high 
school cheerleaders together. Canuelle 
retired in 1995 from American Airlines 
where she was the founder and general 
manager of the Admiral’s Club, an upscale 
and membership-only traveler’s lounge. At 
the time, Brewer was working for the Texas 
Attorney General investigating child- and 
elder-abuse cases. In 2006, she left the state 

Bella Notte on Main
201 e. Main St.

733-2352 
www.bellanotteonmain.com

Facility Director Monica Dominguez works with 
co-owners Stephanie Brewer and Carol Canuelle. 
Dominquez is the main point of contact for 
customers planning events.

MULtiPURPoSe eveNt veNUe

after more than a decade to go into business 
with Canuelle.

Brewer said Canuelle’s and her career 
experience and personalities complement 
each other perfectly.

“If you see anything pretty in here, Carol 
did it,” Brewer said. “This [Bella Notte] is 
a lot more pretty than what I did [working 
for the state] before. Weddings are the nice 
side of life.”

Shortly after Canuelle and Brewer 
decided they wanted to go into business 
together, they found a building for lease on 
Main Street.

“We knew right away it was perfect,” 
Canuelle said. “It has great parking, ambi-
ence and historical flair. We knew we could 
create the insides.”

Canuelle and Brewer spent six months 
transforming the century-old office build-
ing with a feed elevator into a romantic, 
elegant venue for weddings, parties and 
luncheons. The inside now features crystal 
chandeliers hanging from a high, metallic-
silver antique ceiling.

“Our w eddings are beautiful at night 
because everything just sparkles,” Canuelle 
said. “Our brides just look radiant.”

Booking an event at Bella Notte can save 
a party planner time and legwork because 
a flat fee covers more than just location 
rental. Everything is included from a full 
dinner buffet, cake, a disc jockey, decorated 
tables, porcelain china, silverware, glasses 
and stemware to servers and bartenders.

Bella Notte on Main features approximately 
4,000 sq. ft. of event space, which holds up to 
200 seated guests. The venue can accommodate 
300 standing guests for events that do not 
require tables and chairs for everyone. The 
venue books up to a year in advance. 

On any given weekend, Bella Notte can host up 
to five weddings, bringing approximately 625 
people into downtown Round Rock.

Some of the events held there include:

• weddings 
• rehearsal dinners 
• bridal luncheons 
• baby showers
• banquets 
• corporate events 
• fundraisers 

• graduation 
  celebrations
• holiday parties 
• anniversary parties 
• birthday parties 
• cocktail parties

Main St.

Lam
passas St.

M
ays St.

i-35
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Bella Notte
on Main
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neighborhood     dining by bEth WAdE

la cocina • round rock

La Cocina
602 McNeil Road, Ste. 112

716-1703
Mon. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

tue.-Sat. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sun. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

La Cocina may look like a typical Tex-
Mex restaurant, but the combination 

of Italian and Mexican cuisines is anything 
but ordinary. The entrance to the restau-
rant is similar to other Mexican eater-
ies, but once inside the two cultures are 
brought together with bright colors and 
beautifully painted murals. 

Owners Ismael and Amelia Diaz, both 
from Mexico, moved to California where 
Ismael worked in a high-end Italian 

restaurant in Brentwood for many years. 
In 2007, the couple moved to Round 
Rock and decided to open a restaurant 
that brought together their heritage and 
Ismael’s newfound love of Italian dishes. 

While there are menu items like the Ital-
ian Enchilada ($5-$9), a handmade crepe 
wrapped around a generous portion of 
ricotta cheese and drenched in marinara 
sauce. The owners keep the distinct flavors 
of the two cuisines separate. Ismael’s 

daughter Lissette helps run the restaurant 
on a daily basis. She said keeping the flavors 
separate is important, because some of the 
flavors would not work well together.

The Italian Enchiladas tasted and 
looked similar to manicotti; however, 
the texture of the corn tortillas added an 
interesting twist.

The meal began with free chips and 
salsa. The salsa was spicy and full of crisp 
cuts of chilies and onions. 

My friends and I started by order-
ing a helping of chili con queso with 
meat ($4.50, $5.50 with meat). One of us 
ordered a barbacoa taco ($2.25) to start 
his meal. The meat was slow-cooked with 
garlic and oregano and served in two corn 
tortillas with onions and cilantro.

After a short wait, our food came to the 
table. The servings were large, and we had 
plenty of leftovers.

We easily adjusted from the Mexican 
taste of chips and salsa to the Italian spices 
of lasagna ($10). All of the food was deli-
cious and the portions were generous. The 
pasta was cooked al dente and held up well 
with the meat and ricotta cheese. 

We ordered the Enchiladas Suiza ($7.50) 
because they came highly recommended 
by the waitress; it did not disappoint. 
Instead of using a traditional sour cream 
base for the sauce, Diaz makes the sauce 
with half and half, which allows for a 
creamier taste. 

To finish the meal, we had the Spumoni 

($4), an Italian dessert with pistachio, 
chocolate and cherry ice cream. The ice 
cream was sweet and did not leave us feel-
ing overly full. Other homemade dessert 
choices included flan and cheesecake.

The restaurant also has a full service bar 
and breakfast menu.

La Cocina
The restaurant’s name translated means the 
kitchen. Lissette Diaz said the family chose the 
name because any type of food can be made in 
their kitchen. 

“There is diversity in the kitchen,” she said.

LA CoCiNA
The restaurant’s name translates to "the kitchen." 
Lissette Diaz said the family chose the name 
because any type of food can be made in their 
kitchen.

Dining area

McNeil Rd.

Round Rock W
est d

r.

i-35La Cocina

Owner Ismael Diaz and his daughter Lissette 
Diaz, the general manager
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CONTINUED FROM |1
Regionalism
in 2004 in the form of an economic devel-
opment initiative by the Austin chamber 
called Opportunity Austin. It aimed to cre-
ate 72,000 new jobs in Central Texas and 
increase the regional payroll $2.9 billion by 
2009. With a year left to achieve its goals, 
Opportunity Austin has already shattered 
all expectations with 104,200 new jobs and a 
regional payroll increase of $4.5 billion. The 
next version of the initiative, Opportunity 
Austin 2.0, kicks off next year and aims to 
create 117,000 new jobs in Central Texas.

Dave Porter, senior vice president of eco-
nomic development at the Austin chamber, 
said one of the Austin chamber’s efforts to 
market the region includes trips with re-
gional partners to other parts of the coun-
try to visit corporate headquarters and ed-
ucate executives about what Central Texas 
has to offer those businesses.

“We target areas of the country where we 
have a cost advantage of doing business,” 
he said. “For example, this year alone we’ve 
been to California 13 times. Since 2004, 140 
businesses have relocated to Central Texas, 
and 32 of them 
have come from 
California.”

Porter said 
these trips are 
about marketing 
Central Texas as 
a whole.

"We're all about 
growing the re-
gional economy 
through good-paying jobs," he said. "We 
market the five county market globally, and 
we do not care where in Central Texas a 
business lands, as long as it lands in Cen-
tral Texas."
Strength in numbers

The Round Rock Chamber of Commerce 
and the Pflugerville Community Develop-
ment Corporation are investors in Oppor-
tunity Austin, each contributing $10,000 
a year for the past five years. Both plan to 
commit to the same amount for the next 
five years.

“If it weren’t for Opportunity Austin, 
Pflugerville and many of the other com-
munities wouldn’t even have a role,” said 
Charles Simon, Pflugerville economic de-
velopment director. “I mean, we’d be out in 
the dark. If we weren’t participating, we’d be 
the ones sitting here with all this available 
land right by the highways and the whole 

region wouldn’t be benefiting either.”
The Austin chamber organizes an an-

nual trip to Washington, D.C., to discuss 
issues in Central Texas with legislators. 
Round Rock Chamber of Commerce Se-
nior Vice President of Business Retention 
and Expansion Charley Ayres, Round Rock 
Councilwoman Kris Whitfield and Chief of 
Public Works Operations Tom Word went 
last year with 40 other representatives from 
Central Texas.

“As a region you get much more attention 
than each community trying to send a dele-
gation themselves,” Ayres said. “We went to 
lobby for federal funding and support the 
region's legislative issues.”
Competitive nature

Despite the effort to collaborate, cities still 
compete fiercely to win businesses, and for 
good reason. New property tax revenue is 
generated by businesses as agricultural land 
that has virtually no tax benefit becomes 
commercial property. In addition,  stores, 
restaurants and some businesses generate 
sales tax revenue for the city, which can help 
lower residents’ property taxes.

Pflugerville has very few primary employ-
ers, and more than 90 percent of residents 
work in other cities.  As a result, Pflugerville 

has a higher prop-
erty rate than most 
of the other cities 
in the region. With 
such a limited 
daytime popula-
tion, Pflugerville 
Mayor Jeff Cole-
man said people 
tend to patronize 
stores and res-

taurants near where they work. The city 
and chamber are trying to attract busi-
nesses so people can live, work and shop 
in Pflugerville.

While Round Rock has primary employ-
ers such as Dell, Inc., and Sysco and large 
retail developments including La Frontera 
and the Round Rock Premium Outlets, it is 
working to recruit other industries such as 
biomedical to the area to diversify its econo-
my and lessen its dependence on Dell, which 
contributed 24 percent of the city’s sales tax 
revenue last year.

“There are a number of things here that 
are attractive to businesses  — low taxes, 
minimal regulation, an extremely high 
quality of life, a great education system and 
a highly educated workforce,” Round Rock 
Mayor Alan McGraw said.

Round Rock’s best-known economic 
development success is Dell. This affected 

“We market the five-county market 
globally, and we do not care where in 
Central Texas a business lands, as long 
as it lands in Central Texas.”

— Dave Porter
Senior vice president of economic development,

Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce

Alan McGraw
Round Rock Mayor

Jeff Coleman
Pflugerville Mayor

"We're all kidding ourselves if we 
think the economy recognizes city 
limit lines. It does not. We, as elected 
officials, focus on city limit lines more 
than other businesses do. So from 
that standpoint, we very much are a 
regional economy."

"Pflugerville is very much in competition 
with Round Rock, Cedar Park and even 
Buda; however, we are also helped by 
the fact that they're there because the 
environment that is created by all of the 
suburbs helps bring new employers and 
employees to our region."

Local leaders talk regionalism

Mayors
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nearby Pflugerville, too, as both cities’ pop-
ulations grew substantially after the com-
puter giant moved into town.

“Dell brought houses to Pflugerville but 
quite frankly, houses just kind of break 
even for us,” Coleman said. “They’re by no 
means a money maker of any sort. But if 
Dell had not occurred, we would not be 
where we are now. It has been beneficial to 
us, but it has not brought economic pros-
perity to the city of Pflugerville.”
transportation

Perhaps the hottest topic among Central 
Texans is transportation. Roads often cross 
multiple jurisdictions, and McGraw said it 
is important that cities work collectively 
to the extent that they can, particularly in 
light of the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation’s budget recessions.

“For example, A.W. Grimes/[FM]1460 
is a Pflugerville-to-Georgetown road, so it 
doesn’t do much good just running through 
Georgetown, just running through Round 
Rock or just running through Pflugerville,” 
McGraw said. “That’s something that needs 
a coordinated effort.”

Round Rock is working with George-
town to expand FM 1460, which turns into 
A.W. Grimes in Round Rock, then into 
Grand Avenue Parkway in Pflugerville and 
the Austin extraterritorial jurisdiction near 
IH 35. Pflugerville completed a project to 
expand its portion of Grand Avenue Park-
way to four lanes in September 2006.

Pflugerville Parkway is another major ar-
terial that runs east-west through Pfluger-
ville and will soon connect to Greenlawn 
Boulevard in Round Rock. It will be a four-
lane road with a median and is the first 
project that the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization has awarded to 
Pflugerville through the  Surface Trans-
portation Program Metropolitan Mobility 
fund, which is federal funding for regional 
roads. Construction on the road is expect-
ed to start in November and be complete by 

the fall of 2010.
“Pflugerville Parkway got funding for a 

regional transportation improvement proj-
ect using CAMPO as the conduit to widen 
and extend it to Greenlawn [Boulevard] in 
Round Rock, tying the regional arterials to-
gether and improving mobility for so many 
of our citizens that work at Dell,” said Trey 
Fletcher, Pflugerville planning director.
Water

Round Rock and Leander partnered with 
the city of Cedar Park through the Brushy 
Creek Regional Utility Authority to secure 
easement and build a deep-water intake 
pipeline to Lake Travis. The new water 
plant is expected to open in 2011, even be-
fore Round Rock needs additional water. It 
ensures water for the 250,000 population 
expected at Round Rock’s full build-out. 

Round Rock Communications Director 
Will Hampton said the primary reason the 
city partnered with other cities on the water 
project is to share cost, which is estimated 
to be $330 million.

“You reduce some of your hard and soft 
costs by as much as a third,” Hampton said. 
“It's a very significant regional project. Wa-
ter is as fundamental as anything we do.”

In 2006, Pflugerville spent $51 million to 
build a 180-acre lake capable of providing 
the community water until at least 2040.

Pflugerville City Manager David Buesing 
said the city has enough water to sell it to 
other communities, which would benefit 
Pflugerville residents by spreading the cost 
of the debt acquired to build the lake over a 
larger number of water customers.

“We’re in a position where our water 
rates are going to be coming down and 
you’re going to be seeing other cities’ rates 
going up,” Buesing said.

Charles Simon
Pflugerville Community 
Development Corporation 

Charley Ayres
Round Rock Chamber 

of Commerce

"Pflugerville's role in the region right 
now is that, with the Toll 130 and Toll 
45 corridor opening up, we have all this 
newly accessible land in the area. It's a 
big contribution, but it's also a pretty 
big responsibility."

"An effective regional transportation 
system is important because talent 
does not see community boundaries, 
only career opportunities."

Economic
         Development

Envision Central Texas is a nonprofit organization 
that aims to address the substantial growth 
anticipated in Central Texas by concentrating 
development and preserving green space. ECT 
created a vision for the five-county region, 
which includes Travis, Williamson, Caldwell, Hays 
and Bastrop counties. Executive Director Sally 
Campbell said ECT wanted to create a concept and 
way of looking at development. 

“We really do work on projects and educational 
topics that the region as a whole cares about,” 
Campbell said. “All of them pretty much relate to 
the growth of the region and how to do that in a 

envision Central texas
way that is sustainable and best for the long-term 
health of all the counties.”

By embracing a regional vision for development, 
Campbell believes Central Texas can better 
compete in the global economy.

“We really are no longer competing city against 
city,” she said. “Cities are [competing] for 
businesses, but on a larger scale it’s the Central 
Texas region against some place in China, Europe 
or even Dallas/Forth Worth. People and businesses 
will go to wherever offers them the best situation. 
The assets of a region combined are certainly more 
powerful than any one city could be.”

www.impactnews.com

Take a poll and commenT on This sTory aT        
more.impactnews.com/1967
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Tax rates
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set to open there in 2009.
City Councilman Mike Marsh, who ran 

on a platform of lowering property taxes 
before being elected earlier this year, agreed 
that commercial growth will bring taxes 
down over the coming years.

“The population has grown and with 
the improvements in the highway system, 
a climate exists in Pflugerville to bring in 
new retail,” Marsh said. “But people have 
to change their shopping habits. We need 
to encourage everyone to shop Pflugerville 
once these retail outlets are in.”
Growing pains, property values

On Sept. 23, the city council approved 
the 2009 fiscal year budget, including a 
half-cent decrease in the property tax rate.

The current city tax rate of $0.614 per 
$100 of property valuation will be lower 
than last year’s rate of $0.619, but rising 
property values mean homeowners are 
likely to pay more at tax time. The value of 
an average home in Pflugerville is $169,791, 
and with the new rate a homeowner will 
pay $1,042.52 next year in city property tax 
— an increase of $25.20.

The 2009 general fund budget totals ap-

proximately $22 million, nearly $2.7 mil-
lion more than last year's budget. The city 
reports a majority of the increase will cover 
the expansion of police services, parks and 
other services related to the population 
growth and annexations Pflugerville has 
experienced in the past few years. 

Coleman said annexation of more than 
2,000 acres and a population spike have 
led to some new expenses to keep the city’s 
level of service where it is currently.

“In the 2000 [U.S.] Census, we had 16,000 
people. Today, we have over 41,800,” Cole-
man said. “In less than eight years we have 
grown drastically.”

The budget includes an increase of 
$829,000 for the police department to main-
tain 1.5 officers for every 1,000 citizens. The 
parks department will see an increase of 
$300,000 to cover maintenance of parkland 
annexed this year. Other expenses include 
three major road projects —  Pflugerville 
Parkway, Kelly Lane and the northern part 
of Heatherwilde Boulevard — and the first 
portion of expansions to the public library.
Rooftop market

Although the new rate is lower than last 
year’s, it will still remain significantly high-
er than nearby cities such as Round Rock 
and Austin, with respective rates of $0.3652 
and $0.4012 per $100. Coleman attributes 

this to those cities’ more established com-
mercial sectors and the amount of sales tax 
revenue they generate.

“When compared to similar cities in our 
circumstance, we’re very competitive with 
our tax rate,” he said.

Pflugerville relies more on property tax-
es than neighboring Round Rock, which 
depends on sales tax revenue from Dell, 
Inc. for a large percentage of its general 
fund revenue. For 2009, only 14 percent 
of Pflugerville’s general fund revenue will 
come from sales tax, and nearly half will 
come from property taxes.

City Manager David Buesing said cities 
like Pflugerville traditionally have higher tax 
rates to compensate for the lack of retail.

“We’ve got a rooftop market here and 
when that’s mainly what you have, you have 
higher taxes,” he said. 

Buesing said without the bump in sales 
tax revenue from recently opened retailers, 
a decrease in the tax rate would have been 
hard to accomplish.

“We would have been hard pressed 
to drop it even that half-cent had we not 
picked up some additional sales tax last 
year because we’re going through the same 
economic times as everyone else.”

Coleman said even with higher property 
tax rates than nearby cities, Pflugerville homes 
are among the best values in the region.

“We feel like we have the most reason-
ably priced housing market in the northern 
Austin market,” Coleman said. “You can buy 
more house [for the price] in Pflugerville 
than virtually any place in Central Texas.”
Mixed messages

As the commercial sector develops in 
Pflugerville, the council wants to make the 
city a place where residents can also work.

“What we’re really focusing on now is re-
cruiting businesses that are going to bring 
employment bases into Pflugerville,” Cole-
man said.

But as the city moves forward, Coleman 
said the council will do all it can to preserve 
Pflugerville’s rural charm.

“Our goal is to maintain as much of that 
small-town, community feel as possible 
while implementing those aspects of a larger 
suburb, which are retail growth and com-
mercial tax base growth.”

The dilemma facing the council, Coleman 
said, is finding a compromise that satisfies 
citizens wanting lower taxes but  not willing 
to see nearby green fields transformed into 
retail space.

“The city council receives a very mixed 
message depending on the project,” Cole-
man said. “On one hand they say drop our 
tax rate and on the other hand they say don’t 
change to do that, and we can’t accomplish 
both things. We try to find a balance.”

Pflugerville's tax rate is higher than many nearby cities but in line with those 
of similar size across the state.
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ALL-ABiLitieS PARK
inside    information

The Round Rock Sunrise Rotary Club is leading a 
community-wide effort to build a park in Round Rock 

where children of varying abilities can play side by side. 
The all-abilities park will be the first of its kind in the area, 
bringing children together to interact, play and learn.

The city of Round Rock partnered with the Sunrise Club 
to seek funding for the park from community groups and 
citizens. Construction is likely still a year or two away, with 
timing dependent upon financial donations.

Though the city is not funding the project, approxi-
mately 1 acre of parkland adjacent to the Rabb House off 
Hwy. 79 was designated for the park. It will be divided 
into five separate pods to accommodate children’s differ-
ent needs.

The concept was born last year after the Sunrise Club 
discussed creating a park for autistic children. After 
further consideration, the scope was broadened to serve 
children of all abilities.

Marge Tripp, Sunrise Club community director, said the 
decision to expand the park’s offerings came after the group 
realized the severity of the need.

“In a community like ours, I think people are excited be-
cause we have not had anything this specialized,” Tripp said.

The city developed the park design after consultations 
with occupational therapists and specialists to determine 
what types of equipment would be best for children of 
varying abilities.

The estimated cost of the project is $500,000, plus the 
cost to build a parking lot.

Donations can be made to 
the Round Rock Sunrise Rotary 
Club by contacting Marge Tripp 
at interagencyeast@yahoo.com.

1  Boundless playscape
A traditional playground that will exceed current accessibility standards, the pod will 
be equipped with ramps and rubber fall surfaces.

2  Brushy creek Village
Several play buildings and street signs will line roads for tricycles to teach children 
about traffic signs and provide experience with gas stations, stores and post offices.

3  rock Band pod
Wheelchair-accessible outdoor instruments such as drums, xylophones and bells will 
offer young musicians a chance to express their creativity.

4 sensory fun pod
A low-sitting wall made from materials of varying textures will offer sensory 
experiences. The pod will also include learning panels, an easy-to-access sandbox 
area at table height and a fountain. Aromatic plants will surround the pod to engage 
children’s sense of smell.

5  island retreat
Designed for children requiring a calmer play experience, Island Retreat is less 
cluttered and will be located away from the rest of the park. The pod will include 
tunnels, climbing equipment and a variety of adaptive swings, designed for 
children of differing abilities.

2

4

5

3

1

Gate Access

Island Retreat Brushy Creek Village

Sensory Fun Pod

Rock Band Pod

Boundless Playscape

Gate Access

Gate Access

Brushy Creek Trail

Concept only, design subject to change

by Eric PulsifEr

Source: The city of Round Rock Ill
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Reduce, reuse, recycle
Austin The city of Austin and four area H-E-B locations will partner 
in a paper and cardboard recycling program, the city council an-
nounced Aug. 21. The city will be responsible for providing a 6-yard 
recycling container at each of the H-E-B store locations and will also 
provide for the collection and maintenance of the recycling contain-
ers. The net revenue from the sale of the paper will be split evenly 
between H-E-B and the city for the fiscal 2009 budget. The program 
is expected to generate $3,600 for the operating budget of the Solid 
Waste Services Department. Two locations are in Southwest Austin at 
7010 W. Hwy 71 and 6900 Brodie Lane.

NeiGHBoRHood diNiNG

the original Pancake House
1700 W. parmer lane • 873-7200
www.originalpancakehouse.com

Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m
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the original 
Pancake House

Northwest Austin My 
family loves a big breakfast, so 
we kicked off our Labor Day at 
The Original Pancake House. 
We arrived about 10:30 a.m. 
and were greeted by a busy but 
friendly host who took our name 
for the waiting list. As we sat for 
about 10 minutes in the foyer, I 
read a sign asking for patience 
as the food is cooked to order. I 
hoped it was not going to take 
too long because my kids were 
hungry, and I was desperate for 
my morning coffee.

As we were escorted to the din-
ing area, I noticed the tables were 
not uncomfortably close, as they 
often are at breakfast restaurants. 
I also appreciated the option to 
sit in a booth, which is helpful for 
blocking in my 4 year old, so she 
cannot get up and run around.

I typically go to these break-
fast restaurants for the standard 
scrambled eggs and pancakes, 
but this time I wanted to try 
something new. So I ordered The 

Original Pancake House signa-
ture pancake, the Dutch Baby 
($7.95), which is baked, rather 
than cooked on a griddle, and 
served with a side of homemade 
whipped butter, powdered sugar 
and fresh lemon slices that you 

smear together to create an icing. 
The waitress had to tell me what 
to do with this unique pancake, 
which resembled a bowl. It was 
an interesting, unique treat ev-
eryone should try.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1933

BUSiNeSS PRoFiLe

Southwest Austin Tim Medina, co-owner of Soccer-
Zone, has never played on a soccer team. 

“People ask me all the time how I can own a soccer facility 
and not play,” he said. “I tell them it would be like an alcoholic 
owning a bar.”

Medina, however, does coach soccer, a hobby that came 
upon him unexpectedly. Before his son was born, Medina 
toured as the bassist for Outlaw Circus and opened for War-
rant and Quiet Riot. After his son was born, Medina decided to 
shelve the nomadic musician’s life. 

One day while kicking around a ball, Medina’s 4-year-old son 
decided he wanted to play soccer but was too young to enter 
a league. Medina, still rebellious from his rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle, 
lied about his son’s age and entered him anyway.

“They totally busted me,” he said. “They said he could stay 
in the league if I coached him. So I read up on it and decided I 
could do it.”

After coaching for the Town and Country Optimist Soccer 
Club, where he became a commissioner, and working his day 
job as the Central Texas district manager for Discovery Zone, 
a children’s entertainment venue, Medina met Jon Horton, 
another soccer coach. The two decided Austin needed a better 
indoor soccer field.

SoccerZone
9501 Manchaca Road

280-2244
www.soccerzonesouthaustin.com

William Cannon Dr.
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Red Raiders arrive
taylor Officials from the East Williamson County Higher Edu-
cation Center and its partner institutions announced the addition 
of Texas Tech University as its newest educational partner Aug. 19. 
TTU will be EWCHEC’s first university partner. Temple College also 
welcomed Dr. Glenda Barron as its new president in August. Call 
365-2787 or visit www.ewchec.com. 

Pedernales Electric Co-op
Cedar Park / Leander 
The faces and terms of leadership 
at the Pedernales Electric Coop-
erative changed drastically since 
the filing of a member-led lawsuit 
more than a year ago. Resolution 
of the suit, for which a settlement 
was approved in May, was halted 
due to member appeals that will 
last indefinitely. A criminal inves-
tigation of the PEC was recently 
turned over to the Texas Attorney 
General Greg Abbott, who has 
not announced what he intends 
to do with the case.

Meanwhile, PEC continues to 

provide electricity 
service to more 
than 200,000 
locations in 24 
counties, includ-
ing 63,176 in 
the Leander and 
Cedar Park area.

In 1935, Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt signed the 
Rural Electrification Act, which 
made loans available to rural 
residents for the establishment 
of cooperatives. These member-
owned, tax-paying, not-for-profit 
entities were responsible for 

bringing power to areas with 
populations too sparse to be 
profitable for investor-owned 
electricity companies to serve. 
PEC was formed 70 years ago 
and is now the largest electric 
cooperative in the United States. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1885

Austin Unlike city govern-
ment, which has the power to do 
whatever is not deemed unlawful 
by Texas law, county government 
is exactly opposite. It can only do 
what legislation specifies.

“For the most part cities decide 
what they need to do, how they 
need to do it and how much they 
need to do. It is the opposite with 
counties: Counties are told what 
to do, they’re told what standard 
to do it, they’re told how to do 
it and they’re told at what level 
to do it, but they do not control 
those things,” said Donald Lee, 

executive director for the Texas 
Conference of Urban Counties.

Major responsibilities of the 
county include building and 
maintaining roads, constructing 
and operating jails, operating the 
judicial system, maintaining pub-
lic records, collecting property 
taxes, issuing vehicle registration 
and transfers and registering vot-
ers. The county also is responsi-
ble for conducting elections, law 
enforcement outside unincorpo-
rated areas and providing health 
and social services.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1941

County and city provide services

Corn
$197.66

$197.06

$135.07

$168.64

$262.18

$156.81

$140.75

$342.39

2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007

Cotton
$220.10

$231.51

$235.68

$316.04

$453.63

$245.20

$310.92

$360.87

Wheat
$92.77

$135.84

$111.09

$121.12

$120.63

$108.77

$132.74

$241.89

oats
$77.61

$93.08

$83.44

$77.05

$67.09

$62.82

$67.70

$63.12

oil
$56.18

$48.42

$49.65

$57.49

$75.13

$106.17

$127.89

$141.53

Generally, the price of crops has risen since 2000, but so 
has the cost of oil-derived products like diesel and fertilizer.

Prices on the rise

Crop prices:
Dollars per acre

oil prices:
Dollars per barrel

The figures are derived from U.S. Department of Agriculture statistics for Williamson County, 
the Chicago Board of Trade and the International Monetary Fund. The numbers have been 
adjusted for inflation and are in 2007 U.S. dollars.

Regional From beneath the 
brim of a well-worn baseball 
cap, John Noren’s eyes track the 
methodical progress of his son 
Christopher’s cotton stripper. 
Six rows at a time, the yellow-
and-green machine combs the 
330-acre patch of white fluff and 
Blackland soil, leaving behind a 
trail of bare, brown twigs, sun-
scorched leaves and stray bolls. 
To the south — suburbia — a ris-
ing tide of red brick, dark-roofed 
Hutto homes swells against the 

Growing pains boundary of the unfenced field.
Noren predicts that the person 

from whom he leases this plot 
will sell to developers soon. 
Recently, a 100-acre field he 
used to lease was sold in order to 
build a new high school. Profits 
have been almost nonexistent for 
area farmers over the past few 
decades, despite the recent high 
price of grains. And a devastat-
ing summer drought has cut crop 
yields by as much as half their 
normal size.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1802

Full story at more.impactnews.com/1917
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Top notch ice cream
Northwest Austin Caffe 
Teo, located at 500 Canyon Ridge 
Road, was listed on Forbes Trav-
eler, Yahoo! and MSNBC for rank-
ing as a top 10 ice cream shop in 
the United States. Call 339-1836 
or visit www.caffeteo.com.

iMPACt

Bus fares increase
Austin Capital Metro will increase its bus fares Oct. 13 for the first 
time since its inception in 1985. Local bus fares will now be 75 cents 
with local day passes and express bus fares $1.50. The ’Dillo bus fares 
will now be 50 cents. Visit www.capmetro.org. 

Elderly care services
Austin Southwest Austin 
Caregivers is the first nonprofit 
to offer services that enhance the 
independence and quality of life 
of older adults in the Southwest 
Austin area. Services include 
transportation, social contact, 
errands and minor home repairs. 
Call 364-6501 or visit www.
swaustincaregivers.org. 

Drinks all around
Cedar Park Taps Pub, a 
neighborhood beer and wine 
pub, opened this month at 2011 
Little Elm Trail, Ste. 100. It 
offers a wide selection of beers 
on tap and wines by the glass,  
appetizers and a dinner menu. 
Visit www.tapspub.com.

NeiGHBoRHood diNiNG

Southwest Austin Texas has always been the No. 1 beef 
producer in the United States; however, few in Texas realize the 
No. 1 beef exporter in the world is not the U.S. It is, in fact, the 
country of Brazil.

A little place just off of Hwy. 290 in Southwest Austin brings 
the best of the Brazilian beef tradition into the heart of Texas.

Ironi Darosa opened Estancia Churrascaria in March 2007 
in a cool, limestone building that looks every part a high-end 
Texas steakhouse from the outside. Well-manicured landscap-
ing and subtle lighting invite those looking for a unique dining 
experience to come inside and 
explore. Once inside, the white 
table linens contrast a wait staff 
dressed in colorful gaucho wear, 
brandishing long skewers of 
fresh, off-the-grill beef.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1916 

estancia Churrascaria
4894 W. Hwy. 290 

www.estanciachurrascaria.com
892-1225

Estancia Churrascaria
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Hear me now
Georgetown A ribbon cutting took place Sept. 16 for Legacy 
Hills Hearing Center, 1530 Sun City Blvd., Ste. 140. The grand open-
ing for the full-service audiology center lasted through Sept. 18. Call 
868-3109 or visit www.hearlifeagain.com.

n

County announces Hwy. 29 alignment

City of Liberty Hill
railroad

29 29

200
1869 183

Hwy. 29 Southern bypass alignment

Key

Proposed roadway

Residential

Commercial / industrial

Planned development

Southern bypass alignmentSan Gabriel River

From the web Williamson County commissioners Valerie Covey, 
precinct three, and Cynthia Long, precinct two, released a five-part 
plan Sept. 4 to improve transportation in the county after four months 
of public input on the future expansion of Hwy. 29.

The commissioners said they heard residents’ urging to make the 
current Hwy. 29 facility last as long as possible and, when expansion 
becomes necessary, to make the footprint of the wider road smaller, 
with the least impact on existing homes and businesses.

From several route options, the commissioners selected the south-
ern bypass alignment from the Burnet County line to Ronald Reagan 
Boulevard. Hwy. 29 cannot be expanded on the existing road in that 
area due to engineering and environmental concerns, including his-
torical sites such as the Bryson Stagecoach, they said.

“The goal of all of this was to minimize the impact on people and 
businesses,” Long said. “[This route] has the lowest possible number of 
people impacted. We couldn’t get the number down to zero.”

The commissioners chose the combination alignment. Long and 
Covey said the road will not be expanded until needed — estimating 
more than 15 years before construction would begin.

The county will begin negotiations with willing landowners along 
the alignment route after the first of the year. 

“We aren’t going to use condemnation or eminent domain,” Long 
said. “This will be only with willing sellers, and we’ll have options 
including leasebacks and option periods.”

Funds for land purchases will come from the 2006 Bond Program 
and would require approval from the Commissioners Court. However, 
Long said the bulk of purchases will be made with funds from future 
road bond programs, which are approved or rejected by public vote.

In response to residents’ concern with the proposed 400-foot right 
of way, the footprint of the expansion was scaled back to 300 feet. That 
figure includes the existing road, which varies in width from about 
180 to 200 feet. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1803

Landfill contract to be renegotiated
Williamson County The 
Williamson County Commis-
sioners Court is ready to sit back 
down at the negotiating table with 
Waste Management of Texas after 
District Judge Burt Carnes ruled 
in June that the contract between 
the county and the landfill opera-
tor did not have to be bid out.

“It was a blow to the county 
from the standpoint that it was 
another effort that we could use to 
try to negotiate a good contract,” 
Precinct Four Commissioner Ron 
Morrison said. “If it had to go to 

bid, we could stipulate in the bid 
process what we would like to see 
in the contract, and that would 
give us another opportunity to 
do that. It was a blow, because we 
have an ’03 contract that runs in 
perpetuity.”

Under discussion is a 2003 
contract with Waste Manage-
ment, negotiated by a previous 
court, that has no restrictions on 
the origin or the amount of waste 
coming into the landfill. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1800
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LiFeStePS: WiLLiAMSoN CoUNCiL oN ALCoHoL ANd dRUGS

  

                                              old Settlers Blvd.

LifeSteps
2111 N. Mays St., Round Rock

246-9880
www.lifestepscouncil.org

In 1978, the Williamson Council on Alcohol and Drugs 
was created with the simple goal of offering alcohol 

and drug abuse counseling and education. The services 
at that point were basic, but as research has documented 
the importance of prevention and intervention in battling 
substance abuse, LifeSteps Executive Director Pat Chalaire 
said the group’s mission recently expanded to offer a wide 
variety of services for individuals and families affected by 
addiction.

“One of our focuses now is not just to help the indi-
vidual but to focus on the whole family,” Chalaire said. 
“Everybody starts hurting when someone gets into abus-
ing drugs or alcohol.” 

Substance abuse frequently leads to numerous other 
problems and may be passed down to children, so Cha-

FAMiLy Movie NiGHt FUNdRAiSeR
LifeSteps will celebrate its 30th anniversary Oct. 14 with a 
family movie night fundraiser including dinner, a puppet 
show and a live auction. Up for auction will be a six-night 
stay in a Colorado condo, a three-night stay in Port Aransas 
and 14 nights of pet boarding at the Pet Bungalow. 

Tickets are $15 for adults, $5 for students and free for 
children 5 and under. Sponsorships are still available. For 
more information, call 869-2571 or visit 
www.lifestepscouncil.org.

oct. 14: Family Night At the Movies
City Lights Theatres
420 Wolf Ranch Parkway, Georgetown

5 p.m. Buffet and puppet show
6 p.m. Live auction
6:45 p.m. Movie: “Cheaper by the Dozen”

N
. M

ays St.

Commerce Blvd.
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3406

LifeSteps

laire said any work to stop the abuse is a cost-effec-
tive strategy. According to the National Institute of 
Drug Abuse, every dollar spent on drug prevention 
programs can save as much as $10 by reducing 
treatment, health and legal costs. 

Offering a combination of fee-for-service and 
free programs covered by donations and local and 
state funding, Chalaire said LifeSteps works with 
people regardless of their financial situation.

According to a 2006 Texas A&M University sur-
vey, 23 percent of Williamson County elementary 
and middle school students have tried alcohol, 12 
percent of whom accessed it from home.

Chalaire said prevention in children is important 
because those who are exposed to drugs and alcohol 
at an early age are more likely to become dependent. 
LifeSteps has also assisted in and helped publicize 
police stings to limit minors’ access to alcohol.

Funding cuts have forced LifeSteps to cut back on 
some school programs, but Chalaire said they are 

hoping to get local support to get their message back into 
the classroom.

“We’re going to be depending more and more on foun-
dation and local funding,” she said.

LifeSteps begins prevention education programs in 
elementary school and continues through middle school, 
teaching students about coping with peer pressure and 
using puppets to teach about the dangers of smoking.

LifeSteps began offering family services after being 
approached by family court judges looking for a place to 
handle supervised visitation north of Austin.

Rhonda Hohmann, Families in Transition coordinator, 
said besides on-site supervised visitation, LifeSteps offers 
adult classes on the effects of divorce on children and 
children’s prevention and coping programs. 

“We want to go beyond supervised visits to help these 
parents develop healthy living skills,” Hohmann said. 

Hohmann said visitations benefit the child by keeping 
the noncustodial parent in contact after a divorce.

“No matter what the parents have done, their children 
still love them and it's beneficial for the children to see 
both parents and bond with them,” Hohmann said.

LifeSteps puppet team
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Lived in district: 11 years 
education: Bachelor of arts in business 
management, St. Edwards University
Career: Supervisor of tax applications, 
comptroller’s office; Round Rock Board 
of Trustees from 2003 to 2008, board 
president 2007 to 2008
Contact info: 501-3578 ext. 1105
www.dianamaldonado.com

Q. What got you interested in politics? 
A. There are multiple things that got me interested in politics. 
My parents always taught me to put my best foot forward 
and to give back to the community. I’ve been doing that 
since elementary school through various volunteer projects 
and mentoring programs. From my mentoring experience, I 
realized that education was so important and can make a big 
difference in a person’s life. This encouraged me to run for 
school boards and different civic groups focused on education. 
Now, I have the ability to impact education along with other 
important issues at the state level.

Q. Why did you decide to run for state representative?
A. The leadership needs to reflect the community. There is a 
need for strong leadership in this district because it is a strong 
community with an educated workforce and knowledgeable 
citizens. There are a lot of issues that need to be addressed at 
the state level. My experience with the comptroller and school 
board has given me the ability to work with different voices 
and perspectives on finding common ground to make sure 
business gets done. That’s what I’ve done on the school board, 
and I want to continue that on the state level.

Q. What is your platform? 
A. We need to continue to put our students and families first 

by advocating for public education, affordable college tuition and 
health care. We also need an open process to transportation so 
we can be good stewards of the environment. These pocketbook 
issues are what matter to taxpayers and citizens. We need healthy 
and vibrant communities, and these issues will ensure vitality.

Q. What do you hope to accomplish if elected?
A. First and foremost, I will serve as a clear voice for your 
community. I will bring balance to the Texas Legislature and work 
more with the existing leadership so we can be more efficient in 
policy making.

Q. Why are you the best choice for state representative?
A. I am already an elected official in Williamson County with 
over five years of service and a proven track record with more 
than 22 years of service in state government. This gives me a 
varied perspective on state government, the legislature and policy 
making. While my service on the school board was nonpartisan, 
I am able to work across party lines and build trust through 
sustaining relationships so we can continue to move in the right 
direction. Whether you are a democrat or republican, we can 
agree that we need good schools for children, safe neighborhoods 
and efficient government. Government needs to focus on the 
mission that they are serving the community. 

Lived in the district: 14 years
education: Two years at Louisiana State 
University, studied education 
Career: Worked as a certified professional 
legal secretary for 10 years
Contact info: 246-2597
xld.com/ls/home.htm

Q. What got you interested in politics?
A. From my work with the United States Department of 
Agriculture and as a staff person in the House Agriculture 
Committee, I realized that government does so many things 
that are connected to our daily lives. More and more, I 
realized there are a lot of ways to help people deal with their 
concerns, and I wanted to see all the ways that government 
works to make that possible. I became increasingly interested 
in the decision-making process and becoming involved with 
policies that influence us all.

Q. What is your platform? 
A. There are three huge issues affecting this area — 
property taxes, transportation and education. Property 
tax is the issue that comes up more than any other. People 
want to know that their taxes are under control and being 
used wisely and efficiently. Beyond that, they want to know 
what the limit is on property taxes. Everyone has a different 
take on transportation depending on where they are. These 
are simple issues to understand, but the solutions are not 
as simple because it’s different for each area. Education 
is critical in any community but especially one with high 
growth. We need to make sure there are educational 

Q. What got you interested in politics? 
A. I am a Cuban exile and became interested in freedom 
issues because of the situation in Cuba. The country used to 
have a good economy and a lot of individual freedom, but now 
there are a lot of political problems. We lost our freedom, and 
I want to prevent that from happening here.

Q. Why did you decide to run for state representative?
A. The Libertarian Party was recruiting, and I was interested 
in the Trans-Texas Corridor. It seems very dangerous, and I 
want to try to stop it. The item that concerns me the most is 
the refusal of officials to state the purpose of the Trans-Texas 
Corridor — that it is primarily a trade route to move more 
imports (primarily Chinese) from Mexican ports into the U.S. 

Q. What is your platform? 
A. I am opposing the Trans-Texas Corridor and the initiative 
on referendum. We should enable citizens to bring up an 
issue they are concerned with to overcome elected officials 
who are not responsive to the wishes of the people. I am 

opportunities for everyone. Public safety, health care and energy 
are also important issues.

Q. What do you hope to accomplish if elected? 
A. People need transparency in their taxes so they can know 
the entire process of where their money goes and what it’s being 
spent on. It is the job of the state representative of district 52 to 
make sure the transportation needs are met with limited state 
funds. There are areas of education that the state is involved in 
above the level of school boards. I hope to work with educational 
funding in the next legislative session. 

Q. Why are you the best choice for state representative?
A. I’m a small-businessman; I have experience with 
higher education and the public schools in Texas and have 
worked with the government before. My experience plus my 
philosophy brings you to my vision of government working on 
things it does well while letting local entities do the things they 
do best. My conservative beliefs give me faith in the individual 
and the ability for the community to address issues. I give 
credit to the community for the things they have done and will 
continue to do.
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also concerned about the North American Union trying to 
merge or erase our borders. This amounts to more unelected 
government power, trying to set up a trade board to manage 
“free trade.” All they are after is just more unelected power — 
it’s the same old story.

Q. What do you hope to accomplish if elected?
A. I will probably be doing the same thing I have been doing 
for a lot of years — fighting corruption. I have been involved 
with several jobs fighting corruption. I was involved with the 
drive to stop the school bond in Round Rock, and that was a 
successful drive.

Q. Why are you the best choice for state representative? 
A. I have integrity. Elected officials should represent the 
people in an honest way and should have the integrity to fight 
corruption.

intErviEWs by cAndicE birkElbAch

Lived in district: nearly eight years
education: Master’s degree in agricultural 
education, Texas Tech University
Career: Texas Tech College of Agriculture; 
National Council for Agricultural Education; 
House Agriculture Committee, Soil and 
Water Conservation Board; U.S. Department 
of Agriculture; Ag Workers Insurance
Contact info: 388-8212
www.bryandaniel.org
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Lived in district: Four years • Born and 
raised in Austin, now lives in Hutto
education: Bachelor's in communications, 
St. Edward's University
Career: Campaign staffer, Lloyd Doggett 
for Congress, 1994; campaign staffer, Abel 
Ruiz for State Representative, 1996; radio 
producer, Clear Channel Radio (ESPN The 
Zone), 2000-2004; real estate agent, 2005-
2007
Contact: 686-4257
info@ruizforcongress.com

Q. What are the most important issues affecting 
your constituents?
A. The first thing is the economy. The constituents are 
looking for someone that understands the economy because 
they live in it. All too often we vote for a congressman that 
can talk to people in the district, or at one time maybe lived 
some of the problems of the economy. But I'm actually 
someone that lives it every day and struggles to make ends 
meet, just as so many other people in the district do as well. 
That's the first thing I hear all the time. The second thing is 
energy dependence. We really need to start getting ourselves 
off foreign oil and just oil in general. And we've got to take a 
realistic view on how to do that.

Q. What actions would you take on these if elected?
A. I think one of the most important parts of the economy 
is becoming energy independent, and that's part of it. The 
second thing of the energy independence is making sure we 
make that move. But another thing that encompasses both of 
those as well, that I want to be able to do, is to bring out the 
bill that came out in 1995. When the conservative Congress 
came in there, one of the first bills that they issued was to 
have a balanced budget constitutional amendment.

Q. Would you primarily balance the budget 
by getting increased tax revenue or by cutting 
programs?
A. We gotta cut spending. Our spending has gotten way out of 
control. We've got way too much federal bureaucracy, and that's 
something we do need to start cutting down on.

Q. do you feel that the immigration system in the 
U.S. is in need of reform? if so, how do you suggest 
changing it? 
A. One of the things that is specific to this district is our T. 
Don Hutto facility in Taylor. Right now we are holding illegal 
immigrants in this facility, and children as well, and waiting 
for them to go into court to find out if they belong here or not. 
Sometimes that can take up to six months or longer before they 
can get there. So they're having to live in a confined area of a 
building that used to be a prison. For me, that is something I just 
don't agree with, and as the congressman out in this area, I'm 
going to do what I can to close this place down, or have it moved 
outside this district.

Lived in district: 35 years
education: Bachelor's degree, Texas Tech 
University; Juris Doctor, University of Texas 
Law School
Career: General practice lawyer; appointed 
judge of 277th District Court of Williamson 
County in 1981; District Judge 1982-2001; 
Congressional District 31 representative 
since 2002
Contact: 246-1600 • carter.house.gov

Q. What are the most important issues affecting 
your constituents?
A. Well the No. 1 issue, probably large issue, is the economy 
overall, with energy being a subsection of the economy. Right 
now [constituents] are more concerned about energy and the 
cost of fuel than any other single issue across the country. 
The war in Iraq, the war in Afghanistan, the war against 
terrorism — they all remain issues. Healthcare is an issue. 
This time last year immigration would have been the No. 1 
issue, clearly, in my district. It's a sleeper, probably the No. 
2 issue besides energy. Energy is the top one only because 
people remember it every time they fill up their car. 

Q. What actions would you take on these if you 
are re-elected?
A. I've been taking action on all of these issues since I've 
been in Congress. The issue of the economy is very simple. 
You have to look at the economy and decide what your view 
of how the economy works is. There's two big prevailing 
views. I happen to be one who believes that the best economy 
is the economy in which we keep most of the taxpayers' 

Q. What are the most important issues affecting 
your constituents?
A. I think the first most important issue is electing a 
government that works. The approval rating of Congress 
right now is 9 percent, and that's because the Capitol is not 
full of citizens running the country, but the Capitol is full 
of professional politicians and corporate mongrels. I think 
the second most important issue is our energy crisis, and 
I think our third most important issue is education in this 
country. We lost 50 percent of our kids in high schools last 
year to drop outs. That's 6,500 kids a day last year dropped 
out of high school, and our government and the school 
administrators continue blaming it on the children.

Q. What actions would you take on these if elected?
A. First action I would take if elected is to encourage the 
American people to start electing a third party. Quit looking 
to the Republicans and Democrats to fix our problems. 
They're the ones who got us into these problems, so I would 
definitely encourage a third party, for people to vote for a 
third party. The second thing I would do if elected, on the 

money in his pockets, so he makes the spending decisions, and 
he grows the economy through his investments and spending 
decisions. That's the conservative view. I believe that if we raise 
taxes, which is being proposed this year by the Democratic 
Party, we will see the economy decline.

Q. do you feel that the immigration system in the 
U.S. is in need of reform? if so, how do you suggest 
changing it?
A. The immigration system, in my personal opinion, is 
broken from top to bottom. We, for some reason, have a policy 
that looks the other way for people who break the law. It is 
an unwritten policy that just seems to have evolved that way. 
So millions of people break the laws coming into the United 
States, break into our country, and then there are those who 
try to do it the right way. We have created a system that is so 
onerous and punitive that they have a very difficult time trying 
to come here and do the right thing. That's kind of completely 
backwards from the way it ought to be.  
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energy crisis, would be to start taking money out of oil field 
profits and use it on alternative energy sources, such as nuclear 
and even hemp, growing hemp for fuel. There's so many different 
ways we can supply our country with energy that are much 
better and less costly than oil. And then the third thing I would 
do, to help the public school system, is first to get rid of the No 
Child Left Behind program. Get federal government out of our 
schools. They're not supposed to be there anyway.

Q. do you feel that the immigration system in the 
U.S. is in need of reform? if so, how do you suggest 
changing it? 
A. I do not support the border wall. I do not support sanctions 
for people that hire illegal aliens. I do think our immigration 
system needs reform in the sense that our Mexican brothers and 
sisters that are already in our country, and have kids, and have 
a job — they should be allowed to stay. And then we should do 
a better job at the border regarding allowing Mexicans to come 
back and forth. I'm totally for our Mexican population because 
America is founded on foreigners coming to this land and being 
able to make a better life for themselves. 

intErviEWs by PAtrick brEndEl

For extended interviews, visit more.impactnews.com/1957.

Lived in district: Two months
education: Law enforcement training
Career: Law enforcement officer for eight 
years; owned car dealerships, tire shop and 
a mixed martial arts company; current CEO 
of nevergetbusted.com
Background: Produced and starred in 
two videos about how to conceal illegal 
substances from law enforcement
Contact: 877-642-9333
www.lptexas.org/2008/cooper
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Lived in district: Seven years
education: Juris Doctor, University of 
Houston
Career: Senior partner, Doherty, Long & 
Wagner; starred in television show "Texas 
Justice" from 2001 to 2005
Background: Doherty and his wife 
endowed a Chair on Ethics at the 
University of Houston Law Center.
Contact: 345-5277 • www.larryjoe.com

Q. What are the most important issues affecting 
your constituents?
A. The economy, health care and education. You really 
can’t talk about economy without considering the economic 
hemorrhage war produces in creating more debt. Problems 
with the economy are multifaceted, and the solution depends 
on the specific problems in each economic issue. Half of 
bankruptcies in the U.S. are driven by people trying to pay 
healthcare costs. You have to know what people spend money 
on. All issues become inextricably intertwined in a policy 
approach that Democrats have consistently addressed in a 
holistic manner. The healthcare crisis has risen because of the 
evolution in how the U.S. provides care to citizens. It started 
after World War II with the development of health insurance 
as a benefit of employment. Today, 47 million Americans don’t 
have health care because they don’t have insurance. Texas has 
the highest rate of uninsured citizens in any state, with one in 
four being uninsured. The Republican plan is to send them 
to the emergency room, a callous and shallow non-solution. 
Emergency room status is no way to treat illness or injury. We 
wind up paying for it with property tax dollars from the county 
with a higher rate than if we had a national healthcare plan. We 
have a national insurance profit system, not a healthcare plan.

Q. What actions would you take on these if elected?
A. To repair the economy, we’ve got to stop the hemorrhage 
that’s causing us to borrow and spend massively. The most 
obvious economic hemorrhage is the $170 million in war costs. 
McCaul has voted for more than $190 billion in additional 
borrowing since he has been in office. The total cost of the war 
is $3 trillion, and the debt cost is $600 billion. Stopping means 
cutting off unnecessary spending, cutting down on wasted 
funds and holding Washington accountable. The debt we have 
now is a tax on our grandchildren, so we have to develop 
alternatives so we don’t borrow from industries that already 
reap corporate welfare.

Q. What do you think are the greatest international 
threats to the United States?
A. The biggest international threat is oil addiction. Nothing 
should be off of the table in my campaign, but McCaul votes 
against alternative energy development. It's going to take a 
concerted effort at developing solar, wind, geothermal, natural 
gas and wave energy. A great thing about expanding technology 
to those areas is that it will be uniquely American, creating jobs 
and benefiting the environment at the same time. 

Lived in district: Nine years
education: Bachelor's degree, Trinity 
University; Juris Doctor, St. Mary's University
Background: First elected in 2004 and 
re-elected in 2006; member of Homeland 
Security Committee, Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, Committee on Science and 
Technology and Ethics Committee
Contact: 473-2357 • www.house.gov/mccaul

Lived in district: 11 years
education: Attended the University of 
Texas and Austin Community College
Career: House painter, carpenter, real estate 
agent
Background: Executive board, Libertarian 
Party of Texas: vice chair of the executive 
board, Travis County Libertarian Party; 
two-time delegate, Libertarian National 
Convention
Contact: www.mattfinkel.com

Q. What are the most important issues affecting 
your constituents?
A. Energy is certainly on the top of the list, then the 
economy, national security or the War on Terror. It used to 
be immigration, but it seems like we have stepped away from 
that right now, so I would say energy, the economy, national 
security and then immigration.

Q. What actions would you take on these issues if 
you are re-elected?
A. We are already doing things. There is a big debate going 
on the floor right now about the American Energy Act. It is 
common sense that we need to pass this. The act focuses on 
alternative fuels, wind, solar — and it also looks at nuclear 
power. We have not done nuclear power in three decades. 
France is generating 80 percent of their electricity from
nuclear power, and they do it environmentally safe. We also 
need to tap into the resources we have, including oil and gas. 
I voted for HR6, which was solar and wind legislation. That 
was good for Applied Materials, which is in my district. They 
stripped the tax credits that were in it in the Senate, and that 

Q. What are the most important issues affecting 
your constituents?
A. The economy is No. 1. We need to drastically reduce 
taxes for low income, middle income, small business and 
the self-employed. We need to reduce spending and balance 
the budget, and the first order of business should be to 
dramatically cut overseas military spending. No. 2 is allow 
diversity, competition and local decision making in our 
schools, get the federal government out of the education 
business. No. 3, stop eminent domain abuse. No. 4, stop 
special interest influence in national affairs.  

Q. What actions would you take on these if elected?
A. In Congress, I will work to familiarize myself with all 
the related committees and subcommittees, then work to 
identify and cultivate support of their members and try to get 
appointed to these committees. Finally, I will help to get bills 
authored through committee to the floor and passed or, in 
some cases through the same procedure, get laws taken off the 
books. I would also support groups that are already fighting 
these fights and, most importantly, listen to my constituents, 
the people of Texas District 10.

was too bad. But we also need to put power into drilling off 
shore. It can be done safely. 

Q. What do you think are the greatest international 
threats to the United States?
A. Energy is one. The greatest threat is radical Islam, extremist 
Islam. We are as sure as we can be that Iran has the ability to 
accumulate nuclear weapons within a year. They provided 
resources to Iraq, and now they are supporting resources to 
the tribal areas between Pakistan and Afghanistan. I went to 
Pakistan and Afghanistan over the Fourth of July break. We went 
to four different bases. There is a 40 percent increase in violence 
in this area, the tribal area in Pakistan next to the edge of 
Afghanistan. That’s where bin Laden is. The terrorists are pulling 
from Iraq and going to that area. I met with the President [of the 
United States] after I got back and told him this is the greatest 
threat not only to our soldiers, but in my view, also the greatest 
national security threat. We haven’t had an attack again, and I 
think that’s because we’ve been strong, but before he leaves office, 
I told him he needed to address that. I was glad to see that we 
had some soldiers going there under hot pursuit.
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Q. What do you think are the largest international 
threats to the United States?
A. Our government's interventionist foreign policy is the 
largest threat to the people of the United States and is a 
destabilizing factor around the world that will continue to 
cause economic and security problems here at home. The best 
option we have to make Americans' and Texans' lives better is 
to focus our resources here at home. I basically agree with Dr. 
Ron Paul, Thomas Jefferson and George Washington. I believe 
these are the best policies to further humanity, civil rights and 
prosperity throughout the world. Thomas Jefferson summed 
up the noninterventionist foreign policy position perfectly 
in his 1801 inaugural address: “Peace, commerce, and honest 
friendship with all nations — entangling alliances with none.” 
Washington similarly urged that we must, “Act for ourselves and 
not for others,” by forming an "American character wholly free 
of foreign attachments." 

intErviEWs by cAndAcE birkElbAch And christi covington

For extended interviews, visit more.impactnews.com/1956.
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historical     impact by bob brinkmAn

world war ii • round rock

During the 1940s, Round Rock was 
entwined in the large-scale and lo-

cal impacts of World War II. Hundreds 
of young men — some who had never 
left Texas before — volunteered or were 
drafted to fight for freedom in a war 
halfway around the world, just as many of 
their fathers had done a generation earlier. 
Meanwhile, many women and children 
served the local community.

In July 1943, Johnnie Burk sent a letter to 
his family from his station in north Africa.

“I guess there aren’t many boys left in 

Round Rock now,” Burk said in the letter. 
“Have been thinking I would run into some 
of them over here, but so far I haven’t.” 

Three friends who did run into each 
other during the war were Chester Johnson, 
Leslie McNeese, and W.O. “Bo” Warren. 
They played together on the 1941 Round 
Rock High School Dragons football team 
that went 9-1-1, winning their district and 
bidistrict playoff game against Marble Falls 
High School. In the spring of that year, all 
three joined the Navy and saw each other 
three years later on the beaches of Okinawa 

in the Pacific Ocean.
While being interviewed for the U.S. 

Latino and Latina World War II Oral His-
tory Project, Round Rock native Porfirio 
Escamilla Martinez recalled time spent in 
the 99th Chemical Mortar Battalion. In 
three years of combat, his group helped 
recapture the north African ports of Oran 
and Algiers from Axis control during 
“Operation Torch” and then continued on 
to Italy, France, Poland and Germany. Mar-
tinez participated in the D-Day invasion at 
Normandy and the liberation of a concen-
tration camp in Poland. Three years as an 
ammunition bearer firing 26-pound shells 
left him with profound hearing loss. 

At home, Round Rock citizens sacri-
ficed economically and set aside personal 
goals for the good of the community and 
the country. Round Rock and Williamson 
County exceeded quotas for every one of 
seven war bond drives. Food and supplies 
were rationed, and residents brainstormed 
creative ways to “use it up, wear it out, make 
it do or do without.” 

Scrap paper and metal drives were 
popular ways to gather supplies for the war 
effort. The high-water crossing iron bridge 
over Brushy Creek at the round rock, built 
in the 1890s, was dismantled in a fall 1943 
scrap drive so the metal could be melted 
down and used to build tanks.

Many women and children filled in for 
absent men on farms and in local business-
es, while others worked in city factories to 

The 1941 Round Rock High School Dragon football team included Chester Johnson (No. 41, top row), 
Leslie McNeese (No. 25, bottom row, far right) and W.O. “Bo” Warren (No. 34, bottom row, middle), 
who enlisted that spring and were reunited on the beach of Okinawa in April 1945.  

A soldier walks past the Sam Bass Café on Main 
Street in Round Rock in the 1940s.

Built in the 1890s, the bridge over the round rock, 
pictured here in 1908, was torn down in 1943 so the 
metal could be used to build tanks. 
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help produce equipment and weapons for 
the war. Women also took over firefighting 
duties, establishing the state’s first all-female 
pumper team that responded to fire alarms 
in Round Rock. They also won champion-
ships at firefighting team competitions. 

Families displayed flags with blue stars to 
show children serving in the armed forces, 
which changed to gold stars for those killed 
in action. Luther Ferrell and James Luther 
Lee were among those who died in the war.
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CONTINUED FROM |1
Bond election

Curriculum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $740,000
Electrical  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,048,750
Fine Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $875,000
Flooring  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,257,010
Food Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,807,250
Grounds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $316,000
HVAC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,238,000
Land  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $37,005,000
Parking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $210,750
Plumbing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $90,000

Proposition one
Cost: $156.6 million

Proposition one would cover issues arising from 
district growth.

• Three new elementary schools in the Stone 
 Oak, Paloma Lake and Parmer corridor areas
• Purchase of 15 new school buses
• Purchase of five additional land sites for a future 
 high school, an alternative high school, a 
 middle school and two elementary school sites
• Technology to refresh, replace, upgrade and 
 support existing computers, network 
 infrastructure upgrades and replacement of  
 existing central computer systems
• A transportation facility on the west side of the 
 district, allowing the current facility on the 
 McNeil High School campus to be repurposed

2008 RRiSd Bond election

2008 Bond Summary

Proposition two
Cost: $137.4 million

Proposition two would fund renovations, 
improvements and additions to existing facilities.

• Phase two of master plan additions and 
 renovations at Round Rock High School and 
 Westwood High School
• Safety and security improvements to entrances 
 at secondary and selected elementary schools
• Science room additions at Chisholm Trail 
 Middle School
• Fine arts addition at Deerpark Middle School
• Removal of remaining carpeted elementary 
 school gym floors and gym additions at 
 Ridgeview and Cedar Valley middle schools
• Weight room additions at Stony Point High 
 School, McNeil High School and Cedar Valley 
 Middle School
• District-wide infrastructure projects including 
 plumbing, electrical, air conditioning/heating, 
 roofing, flooring and fire alarm systems
• Purchase of 15 new school buses
• Purchase of digital data projectors for all 
 classrooms that do not yet have them
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Renovation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $11,884,028
Roofing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,994,660
School Add  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $96,855,709
School New  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $93,394,890
Security  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,747,310
Special  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,057,000
Technology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $30,386,750
Transportation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,725,000
Wellness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $306,250
totAL:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $293,939,357

student population, projecting around 
600 to 700 new students. But since 
May 2008, the district has taken on 
1,244 new students.

“You can delay it, but in the inter-
im the kids still come in and we have 
to put them 
somewhere,” 
he said. 

More than 
30 percent of 
RRISD stu-
dents are in 
portable build-
ings, Hartfield 
said, and the district prefers to keep 
that number between 15 and 20 per-
cent. Portables eat into the mainte-
nance and operations side of the bud-
get, money used for paying teacher’s 
salaries, food, utilities and other things 
that are consumed in the school year, 
rather than the improvements side, 
where expenses may be broken down 
over the year.
increase in taxes

Last month, the board of trustees 

adopted a 2009 fiscal year tax rate of 
$1.332 per $100 of valuation, up 1 cent 
from last year.

The $312 million operating budget 
is based on estimated property values 
of more than $20 billion. Local tax rev-

enue accounts 
for more than 
$201 million of 
the budget. State 
and federal funds 
make up around 
$85 million. The 
remainder of 
revenue comes 

from other various sources. 
The budget approved by the board in-

cludes a $1,500 salary increase for teach-
ers, librarians, counselors and nurses.

According to RRISD Chief Financial 
Officer Tracy Hoke, if both proposi-
tions pass, the total tax rate would rise 
to $1.357. With an average home value 
of around $200,000, after exemptions 
most district homeowners would pay 
$2,500, an increase of $45 a year.

If approved, bonds will be sold incre-
mentally to fund projects as needed.

The last bond election was held in No-
vember 2006. Voters passed four propo-
sitions totaling more than $267 million 
for projects, including the opening of 
Callison, Sommer and Teravista el-
ementary schools, Walsh Middle School 
and Cedar Ridge High School, which is 
set to open in the fall of 2010. 

passage of the bond package. She 
fronts the PAC with former RRISD 
Board of Trustees member Raymond 
Hartfield, who also co-chaired AC-
Ction 4 Education, the PAC support-
ing Austin Community College’s new 
Round Rock campus.

Hartfield said the bond election 
is critical for the district and the 
growth it is experiencing.  Most new 
RRISD elementary schools are built 
to handle around 750 students, but 
schools in areas with the most dras-
tic population increases have student 
populations of more than 1,000.

“If you go look at Cactus Ranch 
they’re up to about 1,200 [stu-
dents,]” Hartfield said. “And it con-
tinues to grow up there because of 
all the construction.” 

With the slowing economy, the 
district had initially planned to see 
a lower than usual increase in the 

“You can delay it, but in the 
interim the kids still come in and 
we have to put them somewhere.”

— Raymond Hartfield
Classrooms for Kids Co-chair

See  the November election Guide 
on page 30.
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president and Vice president

u.s. senate

u.s. representative

railroad commissioner

chief Justice, supreme court

district 10

traVis county

thaddaus hill/ gordon f. Bailey 
MADISONIAN
979-830-4234 • www.madisonian.org

chuck Baldwin/ darrell l. castle
CONSTITUTIONAL
850-944-4800 • www.baldwin08.com

Jonathan allen/ Jeffrey d. stath
INDEPENDENT
970-249-2008 • www.heartquake08.com

John cornyn
REPUBLICAN
www.johncornyn.com

richard J. (rick) noriega
DEMOCRAT
www.ricknoriega.com

yvonne adams schick
 LIBERTARIAN
512-264-9218 • yvonneschick.com

michael t. mccaul 
REPUBLICAN
www.michaelmccaul.com

larry Joe doherty 
DEMOCRAT
512-345-5277 • www.larryjoe.com

michael l. Williams - REPUBLICAN
512-482-0682 • www.williamsfortexas.com
mark thompson - DEMOCRAT
512-709-5183 • www.markfortexas.com
david floyd - LIBERTARIAN
512-266-4400 • www.davidfloyd2008.com

Wallace B. Jefferson - REPUBLICAN
512-477-6465 • www.wallacejefferson.com

Jim Jordan - DEMOCRAT
www.judgejimjordan.com

Ben easton - LIBERTARIAN
512-610-2350 • www.beneaston.com

elliott naishtat - DEMOCRAT
512-463-0668

Justice, supreme court, place 7

Justice, supreme court, place 8

Judge, court of criminal 
appeals place 3

Judge, court of criminal 
appeals place 4

Judge, court of criminal 
appeals place 9

state representative

district 21

district 25

matt finkel 
LIBERTARIAN
512-740-6836 • www.mattfinkel.com

lamar smith 
 REPUBLICAN
210-826-1085 
www.texansforlamarsmith.com

James arthur strohm 
LIBERTARIAN
210-627-4826 
www.strohmforcongress.net

george l. morovich 
REPUBLICAN
713-252-5673 • www.morovich.com

lloyd doggett 
DEMOCRAT
www.doggettforcongress.com

Jim stutsman 
 LIBERTARIAN
512-797-3905 
jimstutsmanforcongress.com

dale Wainwright - REPUBLICAN
512-463-1332 
www.reelectdalewainwright.com

sam houston - DEMOCRAT
713-650-6600 
www.samhoustonforjustice.com

david g. smith - LIBERTARIAN

phil Johnson - REPUBLICAN
512-463-1335 • www.justicephiljohnson.com

linda reyna yañez - DEMOCRAT
956-318-2414 • www.lindayanez.com

drew shirley - LIBERTARIAN
512-417-6171

tom price - REPUBLICAN
512-463-1565
susan strawn - DEMOCRAT
713-253-9112 • www.susanstrawn.com
matthew e. eilers - LIBERTARIAN

paul Womack - REPUBLICAN

J.r. molina - DEMOCRAT
817-624-4700
dave howard - LIBERTARIAN
512-218-7999 • www.dhoward.us

cathy cochran - REPUBLICAN
512-463-1570

William Bryan strange, iii
LIBERTARIAN

dawnna dukes - DEMOCRAT
512-463-0506
www.dawnnadukescampaign.com

allen hacker - LIBERTARIAN
512-251-5354

donna Keel - REPUBLICAN
www.donnakeel.com

Valinda Bolton - DEMOCRAT
512-394-0164 • www.valindabolton.com

pamela Waggoner - REPUBLICAN
www.pamelawaggoner.com

donna howard - DEMOCRAT
512-463-0631 • www.votedonna.com

district Judge, 53rd 
Judicial district

district Judge, 98th 
Judicial district

Judge, travis county 
court at law 8

district Judge, 126th 
Judicial district

district Judge, 167th 
Judicial district

district Judge, 200th 
Judicial district

district Judge, 345th 
Judicial district

district Judge, 353rd 
Judicial district

district Judge, 390th 
Judicial district

district Judge, 427th 
Judicial district

chief Justice, 
3rd court of appeals district

Jerry J. mikus, Jr. - REPUBLICAN
www.jerrymikus.com

mark strama - DEMOCRAT
512-633-3795 • markstrama.com
Jerry chandler - LIBERTARIAN
512-627-0300

eddie rodriguez - DEMOCRAT
512-463-0674
www.voteeddierodriguez.com

arthur diBianca - LIBERTARIAN
512-707-2809

Ken law - REPUBLICAN
512-992-2303 • www.chiefjusticelaw.com

Woodie Jones - DEMOCRAT
512-482-9302 • www.woodiejones.com

scott Jenkins - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9308

rhonda hurley - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9300
www.judgerhondahurley.com

darlene Byrne - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9485

mike lynch - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9310

gisela d. triana - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9306 • www.judgetriana.com

stephen yelenosky - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9374

scott ozmun - DEMOCRAT
512-476-4346 • www.ozmunforjudge.com

Julie harris Kocurek - DEMOCRAT

district attorney, 53rd 
Judicial district

travis county sheriff

rosemary lehmberg - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9663 • rosemarylehmberg.com

raymond frank - REPUBLICAN
512-327-2034 • www.raymondfrank.com
greg hamilton - DEMOCRAT

david mcdaniel - LIBERTARIAN
512-782-4909

melissa goodwin - REPUBLICAN
512-736-4339 • www.judgegoodwin.com

Jim coronado - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9099
www.judgejimcoronado.com

carlos Barrera - DEMOCRAT
512-391-0383 • www.carloshbarrera.com

district 46

district 47

district 48

district 49

district 50

district 51

Barack obama/ Joe Biden
DEMOCRAT

312-819-2717 
www.barackobama.com

John mccain/sarah palin
REPUBLICAN

703-418-2008
www.johnmccain.com

Bob Barr/ Wayne a. root 
LIBERTARIAN

770-836-1776
www.bobbarr2008.com

WRITE-IN CANDIDATES:
Only the names of the Republican, Democratic and Libertarian 
candidates will appear on the ballot. Other candidates will not 
appear on ballots but can be voted for by writing the candidate’s 
name in the “Write-In Candidate” space.

coMPilEd bY 
williaM GEST

tom oxford - LIBERTARIAN
409-833-9151



OCTOBER 2008 31impaCT nEws.COm

Williamson county

Brian moore/ stewart a. alexander
SOCIALIST
www.votebrianmoore.com

cynthia mcKinney/ rosa clements
GREEN
510-281-9190
www.mckinney2008.com/president

ralph nader/ matt gonzalez
INDEPENDENT
202-471-5833 • www.votenader.org

alan Keyes/ marvin sprouse Jr.
INDEPENDENT
972-420-8866 • www.alankeyes.com Voter Registration Deadline Oct. 6

Early Voting Oct. 20-Oct. 31
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays and Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. Sunday

VOTER REGISTRATION

Travis County

To vote in the Nov. 4 presidential election, voter registration must be 
complete by Monday, Oct. 6. To be eligible to vote you must be: 
-A U.S. citizen
-18 years of age
-Not declared mentally incompetent by a court of law
-Not a convicted felon

u.s. representative

county attorney, 
travis county

david escamilla - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9415

travis county tax 
assessor/collector

don Zimmerman - REPUBLICAN
512-250-8649 • www.travistac.com

nelda Wells spears - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9473 • neldaspears.com

mike Burris - LIBERTARIAN
512-291-5158
www.voteforburris.politicalgateway.com

travis county  
commisioner precinct 1

ron davis - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9111

fancy fairchild - LIBERTARIAN
512-272-8802

travis county  
commisioner precinct 3

gerald daugherty - REPUBLICAN
512-917-5428 • www.votegerald.com

Karen huber - DEMOCRAT
512-264-1891 • www.votekarenhuber.com

Wes Benedict - LIBERTARIAN
512-442-4910 • www.wesbenedict.com

travis county  
constable precinct 1

danny thomas - DEMOCRAT
512-926-1601 
www.dannythomas4constable.com

travis county  
constable precinct 2

Bob Vann - REPUBLICAN
512-854-9697 • www.constable2.com

adan Ballesteros - DEMOCRAT
512-854-2100 • www.adanballesteros.com

arlo J. pignotti - LIBERTARIAN
512-853-0339

travis county constable 
precinct 3

mike Varela - REPUBLICAN

richard theodore mccain - DEMOCRAT
512-294-3421 • www.richardmccain.com

Joe edgar - LIBERTARIAN
512-953-3575 
www.fairent.com/voteforedgar6.html

travis county constable 
precinct 4

maria canchola - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9488 • www.mariacanchola.com

travis county constable 
precinct 5

Bruce elfant - DEMOCRAT
512-854-9100 • www.constable5.com

michael m. holt - LIBERTARIAN

John carter - REPUBLICAN
202-225-3864 • johncarterforcongress.com
Brian p. ruiz - DEMOCRAT
512-686-4257 • ruizforcongress.com

Barry n. cooper - LIBERTARIAN
877-642-9333

district 31

state representative

dan m. gattis - REPUBLICAN
512-809-6367 • dangattis.org

Jim dillon - DEMOCRAT
512-497-1427
craig c. Weems - LIBERTARIAN
512-350-9159

district 20

Bryan daniel - REPUBLICAN
512-388-8212 • www.bryandaniel.org

diana maldonado - DEMOCRAT
512-501-3578 
www.dianamaldonado.com

district 52

lillian simmons - LIBERTARIAN
512-246-2597 • xld.com/ls/home.htm

district Judge, 26th 
Judicial district 

Billy ray stubblefield - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1226

district Judge, 395th 
Judicial district

mike Jergins - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1395

district Judge, 425th 
Judicial district

mark silverstone - REPUBLICAN
512-943-3380

district attorney
John Bradley - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1234

county attorney, 
Williamson county

Jana duty - REPUBLICAN
512-554-5678 • www.janaduty.com
Jaime m. lynn - DEMOCRAT
512-826-8313 • vote4lynn.com

Williamson county sheriff
James r. Wilson - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1300
mike andras - LIBERTARIAN
512-507-9916

Williamson county tax 
assessor-collector

deborah m. hunt - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1601

Jon scallan - LIBERTARIAN
512-528-2172

Williamson county  
commissioner precinct 1

lisa Birkman - REPUBLICAN
512-733-5380 • www.lisabirkman.com

mike grimes - DEMOCRAT
512-255-5888
www.mikegrimescampaign.com

Williamson county  
commissioner precinct 3

Valerie covey - REPUBLICAN
512-863-5540 • www.valeriecovey.com

gregory Windham - DEMOCRAT
512-507-2900  • www.17homes.com

James atwell andrews - LIBERTARIAN
512-818-6315

Williamson county 
constable precinct 1

robert chody - REPUBLICAN

Williamson county 
constable precinct 2

dale Vannoy - REPUBLICAN
512-260-4270 • www.dalevannoy.com

Williamson county 
constable precinct 3

Bobby guitierrez - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1434

Williamson county 
constable precinct 4

marty ruble - REPUBLICAN
512-238-2181

charles mccoy - LIBERTARIAN
512-544-4204

Nov. 4 • 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

You may register to vote by completing a voter registration form and mailing it to:
Travis County Voter Registration 
P.O. Box 149327
Austin, TX 78714-9327

A registration form can be found online at  
www.traviscountytax.org/pdfs/vr17Revised.pdf.
Paper registration forms may be picked up at the Tax Assessor-Collector Office at 
5501 Airport Boulevard, 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, or by calling 854-
9473. An application will be mailed to you the next business day.  

Registration forms are also available at U.S. post offices, the Department of Public 
Safety, the Department of Human Services and Department of Health, public 
libraries and some convenience and grocery stores.

Your registration status can be verified online at: 
www.traviscountytax.org/showVoterSearch.do

Registration must be updated before the Oct. 6 deadline if you have had a name 
change or change of address. Address changes within Travis County can be 
completed online at www.state.tx.us/NASApp/sos/SOSACManager.

You do not have to bring your voter registration card, but it is recommended. Bring 
a driver’s license or other state-issued ID.

On voter registration, polling places or precinct numbers:
Travis County: 854-9473, www.traviscountytax.org
Williamson County: 943-1630, wilco.org/CountyDepartments/Elections/tabid/450/
Default.aspx

Williamson County
You may register to vote by completing a voter registration form and mailing it to:
Williamson County Elections
P.O. Box 209
Georgetown, TX 78627

A registration form can be found online at: 
www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/vr17.pdf
Paper registration forms may be picked up at the Inner Loop Annex at 301 S.E. 
Inner Loop, Suite 104 Georgetown, TX 78626, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday, or by 
calling 943-1630. An application will be mailed to you the next business day.  

Registration must be updated before the Oct. 6 deadline if you have had a name 
change or change of address. Address changes within Williamson County can be 
completed online at www.state.tx.us/NASApp/sos/SOSACManager.

You do not have to bring your voter registration card, but it is recommended. 
Bring a driver’s license or other state-issued ID.

Nelda Wells spears 512-854-8473
Travis CouNTy voTer regisTrar
p.o. Box 149322, ausTiN, Tx 78714-9327
5501 airporT Blvd., ausTiN, Tx 78751

RETURN SERVICE REqUESTED

Secretary of State’s Office
Elections Division
1-800-252-VOTE (8693)

Postage

voTer regisTraTioN CerTifiCaTe

Travis CouNTy

you reside in these political 

www.traviscountytax.org
Name and Mailing Address

(austin residents: fp=full  purpose  

433452

Cong. school 
dist.

leg.
City

Jp

dohN B parreTT
411 CommuNiTy impaCT Way
ausTiN, Tx 78759

dohN B parreTT
411 CommuNiTy impaCT Way
ausTiN, Tx 78759

voTer musT persoNally sigN his/her Name immediaTely 

gen-

prec. No.year of 

vo
ted

 in
 

pa
rty

 

X

valid 

thru

vuid 
1167892371 F

1975 218

01/01/2008

12/31/2009

10 14 48 2 2 AISD AUSFP3

WHERE CAN I VOTE?
TRAVIS COUNTY
Early voting locations can be found at www.traviscountytax.org/voters-evlocations-
main.html. During early voting, you may vote at any early voting location.
On Election Day, you must vote at your precinct’s polling location. Your precinct number is 
printed on your registration card. Match this number with the list of polling locations at 
www.traviscountytax.org/displayEDSearch.do?vtype=d and click “Retrieve Information” 
or call 854-9473 to find your location.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY
A map of early voting locations within Williamson County is available at wilco.org/
CountyDepartments/Elections/tabid/450/Default.aspx. During early voting, you may vote 
at any early voting location.
On Election Day, you must vote at your precinct’s polling location. Your precinct number 
is printed on your registration card. Match this number with the list of polling locations 
available by visiting apps.wilcogov.org/elections/ and typing in your address or call 943-
1630 to find your location.

Community Impact made every effort to find contact information for all candidates. In cases where none is listed, the candidate either could not be reached or chose not to provide contact 
information for publication.

Sources: Mary Fero, Travis County Clerk Elections Division; Connie Watson, Williamson County PIO

ELECTION DAy  

EXAMPLE

VOTING DATES

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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univerSity Boulevard • round roCk
community    corridor

University Oaks Shopping Center

IKEA

Round Rock Premium Outlets

JCPenney

Ross 
Dress For Less

3

2

1

4

5

6

7
8

9

i-35

Factory Mattress Sales
The mattress company is a locally owned and 
operated business serving Central Texas since 
1977. It offers products such as innerspring, 
Tempur-Pedic and Latex mattresses; waterbeds; 
softside waterbeds; daybeds; bunkbeds; electric 
adjustable beds and futons. Visit 
www.factorymattresssales.com.  
Firehouse Subs
The sandwich shop plans to open this fall and 
offers 20 sub sandwich combinations and 60 hot 
sauce options. The subs are served warm and 
seasoned to taste. For more information, visit 
www.firehousesubs.com. 
Massage envy
The business will be open seven days a week with 
professional therapists. Customized massage 
treatment and programs to address the individual 
needs of clients will be offered. Visit 
www.massageenvy.com.  
Sport Clips
Catering to men and boys, the shop offers haircuts 
in a sports-themed environment. Visit 
www.sportclips.com.  
Studio Nails 
The nail salon plans to open later this fall. 
truWest Credit union • Visit www.truwest.org.
 
Rei 
The store opened Sept. 26 and offers products for 
camping, hiking and other outdoor activities. Visit 
www.rei.com.  

Razzoo’s Cajun Café
The Cajun-style restaurant prides itself on the large 
quantity of food offered with each dish and also 
provides catering. Menu choices include étouffée, 
Meuniere Sauce, Chicken Tchoupitoulas, Gator 
Tail, Crawdaddys and Rat Toes. A printable menu is 
available at www.razzoos.com. 
Sandella’s Flatbread Café
The restaurant plans to open the new location 
at the end of the month. The café serves health-
conscious food in the form of grilled flatbreads, 
sandwiches, paninis, quesadillas and salads. Visit 
www.sandellas.com. 
Squeeze Fresh Smoothies
Yogurt with live active cultures, juice with no 
sugar added and smoothies are some of the menu 
options. The store plans to open at the end of the 
month. For more information, visit 
www.squeezeusa.com.  
Which Wich? 
The sandwich shop will open this fall. For more 
information, visit www.whichwich.com.

SPeC’S Wine, Spirits & Finer Foods
Visit www.specsonline.com. 
Jo-Ann Fabrics and Crafts
The store is set to open in the spring of 2009. Visit
www.joann.com.

Facelogic Spa
Originally based in California, Facelogic Spa 
offers skin care services and products, as well as 
a monthly membership program designed to 
establish long-term guest relationships. For more 
information, visit www.facelogicspa.com.

University Blvd.

Oakm
ont Dr.

University Oaks Blvd.

1431

University Commons Shopping Center
Mimi’s Café • Visit www.mimiscafe.com. 
Compass Bank • Visit www.compassbank.com.
 
Pei Wei Asian diner
The restaurant is described as more casual than 
its parent company restaurant, P.F. Chang’s China 
Bistro. The new location will open this fall. Visit 
www.peiwei.com. 
Sprint • Visit www.compassbank.com. 
Starbucks • Visit www.starbucks.com. 
zpizza
Opening this fall, the restaurant offers pizza, 
sandwiches and salads and has gourmet pizza 
toppings as well as organic ingredients. Visit
www.zpizza.com. 
Willy o’s Burger & More
The restaurant uses Angus beef for its burgers and 
also features ribbon fries and hand-dipped milk 
shakes. Plans are set to open this fall. Visit
www.willyoburgers.com. 

Jamba Juice
The juice shop will open this fall and promotes 
smoothies with energizing qualities. Visit 
www.jambajuice.com. 
Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sandwiches
The original restaurant opened in 1983 in Illinois, 
and today more than 690 locations are scattered 
nationwide. The new Round Rock location will 
open this fall. Visit www.jimmyjohns.com.

Mimi’s Café

REI

SPEC'S Wine, Spirits & Finer Foods

1

2

3

6

4

5

7

8

9
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Real Estate
October 2008
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by carolyn nElson

The seller’s main — and most costly — closing costs are 
the real estate commission and owner’s title policy. The 
buyer’s main — and most costly expenses — are costs as-
sociated with obtaining the loan to purchase the home, the 
appraisal and the survey. 
Seller’s costs

When a seller lists a property with a Realtor, there is a 
listing real estate commission. There is no set percentage 
or dollar amount on the real estate commission, which is 
negotiable between the seller/owner and listing agent. 

The payment of the owner’s title policy is also negotiable. 
Most sellers will pay the title policy if they are selling their 
home for the price they had anticipated and will be satis-
fied with the net proceeds (the amount of cash the seller 
walks away with after closing on the sale of the property). 
However, if the buyer is purchasing the property at a really 
good price, the seller can reasonably ask the buyer to pay 
for the owner’s title policy. 

The owner’s title policy is less than 1 percent of the sales 
price. The State Board of Insurance sets this amount, so the 
amount cannot be negotiated but who pays for it can.
Buyer’s costs

Because of the subprime lending issue the mortgage 
industry has been facing lately, it is harder to get a home 
loan than ever before. Most lenders are requiring a down 
payment depending on the borrower’s credit, salary, debts, 

et cetera. Therefore, the average buyer probably needs to 
come to the table with a down payment and closing costs. 

If a buyer has a stable, well-paying job, good credit score 
and qualifies to make the mortgage payment but does not 
have enough cash to cover closing costs, there are some 
ways to overcome this obstacle. When the buyer makes an 
offer on the house, he can include in the offer that the seller 
pays a certain percentage of the buyer’s closing costs. The 
Realtor and loan officer will advise on how much the buyer 
can ask the seller to contribute, which varies depending on 
the type of loan. 

However, if the offer price is not more than what the cur-
rent owner still owes on the loan, it may not be reasonable 
to ask for the seller to cover any of the closing costs. The 
price of the house can be increased to cover the buyer’s costs. 
This means that the buyer finances his closing costs in his 
mortgage, and the monthly mortgage payment increases 
slightly. For example, with interest calculated at today’s 
rate of 5.625 percent, a buyer’s monthly mortgage payment 
would increase $5.75 per month if $1,000 is added to the 
buyer’s loan.

In this scenario, the house must appraise for the new sell-
ing price with the closing costs included. The appraisal is not 
ordered or performed until there is an executed contract, so if 
the seller and the buyer increase the price for the closing costs, 
they risk the appraisal value not meeting or exceeding the sell-
ing price listed in the contract. If this happens, the seller and 
buyer must renegotiate the selling price. The Realtors and 
loan officer involved can assist in this process by providing 
guidance and expert advice to the seller and the buyer.

Article provided by Realtor Carolyn Nelson
 of Synterra Property Group
Call 258-4111 or e-mail carolyn@synterragroup.com. 
Visit www.synterragroup.com.

Tips for negotiating closing costs

Key Statistics

Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million + 

15
146
237
361
187
92
29
2
-

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

7
121
206
148
20
2
5
1
1

100
60
66
85
84
95
83
63
-

33
64
75
86

104
92

123
235
225

Aug. 2008
Aug. 2007 
July 2008
June 2008
May 2008
April 2008
March 2008
Feb. 2008
Jan. 2008

227
291
264
232
231
230
223 
174
166

Month  

115
168
117
115
133
91

124 
109
87

on the market  (August 1-31) monthly home sales

Round Rock Round Rock Round Rock Round RockPflugerville Pflugerville Pflugerville Pflugerville
$160,644
$167,316
$157,336
$164,261
$165,064
$168,174
$164,519
$167,995
$163,322

$221,453
$218,056
$226,835
$200,693
$217,515
$224,424
$218,124
$205,006
$214,696

Change in average selling 
price during last year

Change in average selling 
price during last year

Change in number of
homes sold during last year

Change in number of
homes sold during last year

Round Rock PflugervilleRound Rock Pflugerville

+$3,397 -$6,672-64 -53

No. of sales Average price

Market data Round Rock and Pflugerville MLS area

mArkEt dAtA ProvidEd 
by nAson hEngst

RE/MAX
512-775-7900

nasonh@remax.net
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residential    neighborhoods at a glance

306 First St. 304 First St.

1105 e. Austin Ave.1105 Brushy Creek drive200 S. Fifth St. 502 S. Sixth St.

1404 e Main Ave.1301 e. Main Ave.
3 Br./2 Ba.
1,586 sq. ft.

3 Br./2.5 Ba.
1,656 sq. ft.

3 Br./1 Ba.
N/A sq. ft.

3 Br./2 Ba.  
1,926 sq. ft.

3 Br./2.5 Ba.
1,850 sq. ft.

3 Br./3.5 Ba.
3,604 sq. ft. 

3 Br./2 Ba.
1,208 sq. ft.

4 Br./2 Ba. 
2,181 sq. ft.

Agent:  George Johnson, Keller Williams Realty Agent:  Paul Smith, Goodwin Partners, Inc. 

Agency: Home Town Real EstateAgent: Steve Windle, Coldwell BankerAgent:  Hal Kuempel Agent:  Brandy Finnessey, Keller Williams Realty

Agent: Glenn King, RE/MAX Round RockAgent: Debbie Fontenette, Keller Williams Realty

$199,777 $174,900

$895 a month
12-month lease

255-1569

$199,900$168,000 $329,000

  
203-2985 228-8074

750-2650923-9167 418-1435

422-1423656-5757

PFLUGeRviLLe - 78660

Featured homes Featured homes

RoUNd RoCK - 78664
old town
• Near Pfluger Park and Gilleland Creek Pool
• Easy access to Toll 45 and Toll 130

downtown
• Near Lake Creek Park
• Walking distance to restaurants 
• Easy access to IH 35

Schools
• Caldwell Elementary School
• Timmerman Elementary School
• Parkcrest Middle School
• Pflugerville High School

Schools
• Berkman Elementary School
• C.D. Fulkes Middle School
• Stony Point High School

1 2

873 4

65
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residential    property listings

78660 Pflugerville Copperfield 12004 Thompkins Drive 3br/2ba 1,393 $119,900 Leslie Jackson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 431-8446
78660 Pflugerville Creekside Addn. 205 E. Oxford Drive 4br/2ba 2,401 $184,800 Ricky Biediger/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 801-4347
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 19317 Sunken Creek Pass 4br/2ba 2,161 $197,500 Anne Haikola Violet Crown Realty 293-5737
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 3004 Misty Heights 5br/3ba 4,570 $349,700 Meritage Homes-Texas Collection N/A 989-3374
78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 1609 Purple Iris Cove 4br/2.5ba 2,608 $199,777 Christy Taylor Keller Williams 507-5632
78660 Pflugerville Highland Park North 18800 Caisteal Castle Path 3br/2ba 1,892 $199,900  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78660 Pflugerville Meadows of Blackhawk 2512 Linville Ridge Lane 5br/3ba 2,757 $269,900 Leslie Jackson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 431-8446
78660 Pflugerville Mountain Creek 101 Ambrose 4br/3.5ba 3,114 $254,900 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78660 Pflugerville Picadilly Ridge 1527 Lochaline Loop 3br/2Bba 1,638 $150,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78660 Pflugerville Ridge at Steeds Crossing 1611 Darley Arabian 3br/2ba 1,377 $127,999 Karen Wilson/Broker Associate RE/MAX Heart of Texas 244-1411
78660 Pflugerville Springbrook 204 Catumet 4br/2.5ba 3,302 $169,900 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312
78660 Pflugerville Windemere 16421 Framingham Circle 3br/2.5ba 1,498 $132,500 Jolene Hall, Agent Turnquist Partners 633-3077
78660 Round Rock Settlers Meadow 14916 Lantern Drive 4br/2ba 1,851 $165,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78664 Round Rock Downtown 1301 E. Main St. 4br/2ba 2,181 $165,000 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2048 Golden Bear 4br/3.5ba 3,413 $325,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2246 Hamlet 4br/3.5ba 4,368 $429,900 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2138 Hilton Head 5br/3.5ba 4,835 $474,900 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2206 Hamlet 5br/4.5ba 5,387 $499,000 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3309 Daufuskie Island 5br/4ba 5,090 $550,000 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3807 Poppy Hills Cove 3br/2ba 2,131 $229,900 Tracy Jacobs, Realtor Century 21 HS  694-7713
78664 Round Rock Kensington Place 1109 Nottingham Hill Road 3br/2ba 1,371 $128,000 Shay Hargus RE/MAX Austin Skyline 775-1995
78664 Round Rock Remington Heights 1402 Thibodeaux Drive 3br/2ba 1,400 $143,900 Nason Hengst RE/MAX - Heart of Texas 775-7900
78664 Round Rock Remington Heights 1441 Thibodeaux Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,204 $164,500 Ryan Carssow Stanberry & Assoc 870-7004
78665 Round Rock Chandler Creek 1007 Ranier Cove 4br/2ba 1,851 $169,000 Alex Booth Coldwell Banker United 554-4147
78665 Round Rock Lake Forest 1601 Forest Vista Cove 4br/2.5ba 3,304 $325,000 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2422 Santa Barbara Loop 3br/2ba 2,042 $229,837 Diane Longo Grand Haven Homes 497-3671
78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2414 Santa Barbara Loop 4br/2.5ba 2,597 $259,757 Diane Longo Grand Haven Homes 497-3671
78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2426 Santa Barbara Loop 4br/3.5ba 2,825 $270,641 Diane Longo Grand Haven Homes 497-3671
78665 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 2107 Valerian Trail 3br/2.5ba 2,263 $168,000 Brian Kerman RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490
78665 Round Rock Sonoma South 3452 Shiraz Loop 3br/2ba 1,898 $219,900 Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550
78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2504 Echo Wood Place 4br/2.5ba 3,400 $339,500  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek 307 Northfield St. 3br/2ba 1,608 $147,999 Karen Wilson/Broker Associate RE/MAX Heart of Texas 244-1411
78681 Round Rock Cat Hollow 8126 Campeche Bay 4br/2.5ba 2,420 $406,900 Karen Wilson/Broker Associate RE/MAX Heart of Texas 244-1411
78681 Round Rock Hidden Glen 1105 Hidden Glen 5br/4ba 4,228 $389,000 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312
78681 Round Rock Mayfield Ranch 3505 Dolomite Trail  3br/2.5ba 2,224 $238,417  David Weekley Homes N/A 733-6977
78681 Round Rock Walsh Ranch 3304 Alexandrite 5br/4ba 4,173 $482,500 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78626 Georgetown 8.87 acres east Georgetown 620 Eastview Drive 3br/2ba 1,502 $275,000 Suzanne Bergmann, Realtor N/A 639-9438
78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1003 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 968 $110,000 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1009 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 1,039 $112,900 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1011 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 1,039 $112,900 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78626 Georgetown N/A 75 S. Towns Mill Road 4br/3.2ba 3,407 $599,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78626 Georgetown Sunny Side 102 Klein Court 3br/2ba 1,323 $165,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78626 Georgetown Twin Creek 30121 Twin Creek Drive N/A N/A $42,750 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 29003 Colonial 4br/2ba 2,795 $248,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Briarwood 501 Algerita Drive 8br/4ba 3,072 $203,990 Karen Wilson/Broker Associate RE/MAX Heart of Texas 244-1411
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 101 Hammerstone 4br/3.5ba 3,387 $640,400 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 100 Dovetail 3br/2.5ba 2,990 $649,990 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 707 Cimarron Hills Trail 4br/4ba 4,190 $865,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 111 Paloma Point 5br/4.5ba 4,800 $1,385,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 110 Paloma Point 4br/4.5ba 5,980 $1,497,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 703 Cimarron Hills Trail 5br/5ba 4,805 $1,525,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 104 Spearpoint Cove 5br/5.5ba 5,290 $1,575,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Escalera Ranch 225 V P Ranch Road N/A N/A $250,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 111 Park Place 4br/3.5ba 3,300 $389,500 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Georgetown Village 304 Rosedale Blvd. 3br/2ba 1,673 $175,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78628 Georgetown Reata Trails 918 Hedgewood 3br/2ba 1,867 $224,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Reata Trails 120 Thornwood 3br/2a 2,394 $239,900 Tracy Jacobs, Realtor Century 21 HS 694-7713
78628 Georgetown River Chase 111 River Chase 3br/2.5ba 3,178 $550,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78628 Georgetown River Ridge 303 Rim Rock 4br/2.5ba 2,614 $245,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Serenada 704 Toledo Trail 3br/2ba 1,544 $174,900 Tracy Jacobs, Realtor Century 21 HS 694-7713
78628 Georgetown Serenada Estates 4301 E. Cordoba Circle 5br/3.5ba 3,052 $285,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista 309 Susana Lot Lot $30,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista 107 Tamara Court 3br/2ba 1,882 $169,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista  313 Susana Drive 4br/3ba 2,077 $183,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Thousand Oaks 208 Woodstone Drive 4br/2ba 1,561 $152,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78633 Georgetown Estates of Westlake 605 Marquesa 4br/4.5ba 3,910 $779,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78633 Georgetown Estates of Westlake 604 Marquesa 4br/4ba 4,330 $789,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78633 Georgetown Fountainwood 2011 Fountainwood 4br/2ba 2,387 $299,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78633 Georgetown Georgetown Village 142 Village Commons Blvd. 4br/2ba 1,954 $185,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78633 Georgetown Ridgewood Estates 121 Ridgewood Cove 4br/2ba 1,955 $264,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78633 Georgetown Terraces of Woodlake 309 Wildwood 3br/2ba 1,704 $155,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78633 Georgetown Twin Springs 225 Landons Way 4br/2.5ba 3,543 $425,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 121 Canyon Oak Loop 4br/4ba 4,108 $529,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78634 Hutto Brushy Creek 1115 Blewett 4br/2ba 1,504 $154,990 Keefer McKee N/A 846-2979
78634 Hutto Brushy Creek 1504 Uvalde 3br/2ba 2,085 $168,990 Keefer McKee N/A 846-2979
78634 Hutto Riverwalk 400 Creston St. 4br/2ba 1,852 $166,500 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78634 Hutto Riverwalk 1014 Creston Cove 4br/2.5ba 2,330 $178,500 Mary Merrell Keller Williams 636-3699
78717 Austin Avery Ranch 9316 Castle Pines Drive 5br/3.5ba 3,403 $330,000  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78717 Austin Avery Ranch 11004 Hattery Lane 3br/2ba 1,697 $184,500  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78717 Austin Avery South 9212 Castle Pines Drive 5br/4ba 4,176 $394,900 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78717 Austin Davis Spring 14837 Irondale Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,362 $279,999 Shay Hargus RE/MAX Austin Skyline 775-1995
78717 Austin Woods of Brushy Creek 8306 Cambria Drive 3br/2.5ba 2,419 $214,500 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78727 Austin Ashton Woods Townhomes 13808 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/2ba 1,634 $238,825 Team Joe Williams Keller Williams Realty 733-9773

City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price Agent Agency PhoneZIP code
PflugErvillE, round rock, gEorgEtoWn, hutto, Austin

If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please contact us at 
realestate@impactnews.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

19317 Sunken Creek Pass, Pflugerville $197,500

307 Northfield St., Round Rock $147,999

2504 Echo Wood Place, Round Rock $339,500

75 S. Towns Mill Road, Georgetown $599,000

14916 Lantern Drive, Round Rock $165,000

8126 Campeche Bay, Round Rock $406,900

400 Creston St., Hutto $166,500

1402 Thibodeaux Drive, Round Rock $143,900

104 Spearpoint Cove, Georgetown $1,575,000

ziP codE guidE

Round Rock • Pflugerville 78664 (Dell / Gattis School area) • 78665 (University / Dell Diamond area) • 78681 (Round Rock west of IH 35) • 78660 (Pflugerville) • 78717 (Brushy Creek area)
Cedar Park • Leander 78613 (Cedar Park) • 78641 (Leander) • 78717 (Avery Ranch area)
Northwest Austin 78727 (W. Parmer / MoPac) • 78729 (Anderson Mill / McNeil) • 78750 (Anderson Mill / Balcones) • 78758 (MoPac / Braker) • 78759 (Great Hills / Arboretum)
Georgetown • Hutto 78626 (East Georgetown) • 78628 (West Georgetown) • 78633 (NW Lake Georgetown area) • 78634 (Hutto) 
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If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please contact us at 
realestate@impactnews.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

78727 Austin Ashton Woods Townhomes 13833 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/2.5ba 1,918 $228,500 Team Joe Williams Keller Williams Realty 733-9773
78727 Austin Milwood 4705 Callisto Terrace 3br/2ba 1,408 $160,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78729 Austin Forest North Estates 13307 Broadmeade Ave. 4br/2.5ba 2,669 $250,000  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78729 Austin Forest North Estates 13011 Sherbourne St. 3br/2ba 2,128 $255,000 Robert Kauffman/Doug Parnell Keller Williams Realty 853-0110
78729 Austin Milwood 8128 Osborne Drive 3br/2ba 1,922 $211,900 Shay Hargus RE/MAX Austin Skyline 775-1995
78729 Austin Milwood 13301 Marrero Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,810 $258,500 Brian Kerman RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490
78729 Austin Milwood 13201 Humphrey Drive 5br/4ba 3,351 $284,900 Brian Kerman RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490
78736 Austin Windmill Run 7505 Callbram Lane 4br/2.5ba 2,056 $249,900 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78749 Austin Convict Hill - Coming Soon! 6508 Wolfcreek Pass 3br/2ba 3,144 $419,983 Gary Gentry N/A 732-3865
78749 Austin Legend Oaks - Active 7913 Siringo Pass 3br/2.5ba 2,154 $243,983 Gary Gentry N/A 732-3865
78749 Austin Sendera 4416 Corran Ferry Loop 5br/3ba 2,324 $245,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78749 Austin Shadowridge Crossing - Active 6804 Telluride Trail 3br/2.5ba 2,060 $239,287 Gary Gentry N/A 732-3865
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2013 Nelson Ranch Loop 5br/3.5ba 3,451 $366,918  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8886
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1865 Nelson Ranch Loop 3br/2.5ba 2,593 $259,900  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend 1608 Edelweiss 5br/3ba 3,189 $264,336 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 606 Spring Arbor Lane 3br/3.5ba 3,446 $422,346  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8876
78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 1203 Quiet Creek Drive 3br/3.5ba 3,446 $437,494  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8876
78613 Cedar Park Woods At Carriage Hills 901 Saba Cove 3br/2ba 1,628 $169,425 Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550
78641 Leander Block House 17403 Bottle Springs 3br/2ba 1,744 $140,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78641 Leander Block House 2504 Claudia 3br/2ba 1,537 $148,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 2010 Ocotillo 4br/3ba 2,786 $232,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78641 Leander County Glen 706 County Cork 3br/2.5ba 1,384 $156,425 Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550
78641 Leander Crystal Falls-Fairways 2007 First View  5br/3.5ba 3,489 $473,990  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875 
78641 Leander Crystal Falls-Highlands 2609 Running Wyld  4br/3ba 3,087 $357,996  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875 
78641 Leander Estates at North Creek 701 Encanto 3br/2ba 1,565 $154,990 David Gervais N/A 260-0260
78641 Leander Estates at North Creek 703 Encanto 3br/2ba 1,940 $164,990 David Gervais N/A 260-0260
78641 Leander Estates at North Creek 913 Ranchero 3br/2ba 1,745 $164,990 David Gervais N/A 260-0260
78641 Leander Fairways At Crystal Falls 2403 Ambush Canyon 4br/4ba 3,875 $550,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 3600 Lajitas 4br/3ba 3,314 $525,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 1309 Roaring Fork 4br/4ba 3,771 $575,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 3307 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/4ba 3,891 $589,950 Lisa Billingsley Crystal Falls Realty 848-6888
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 2805 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/3ba 3,967 $625,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 1504 El Cielo 4br/3.5ba 4,100 $650,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 2901 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/3.5ba 3,725 $650,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 1508 El Cielo 4br/3.5ba 3,958 $675,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

13307 Broadmeade Ave., Austin $250,000

1865 Nelson Ranch Loop, Cedar Park $259,900

7913  Siringo Pass, Austin $243,983

2010 Ocotillo, Leander $232,000

ziP codE guidE

Cedar Park • Leander 78613 (Cedar Park) • 78641 (Leander) • 78717 (Avery Ranch area)
Northwest Austin 78727 (W. Parmer / MoPac) • 78729 (Anderson Mill / McNeil) • 78750 (Anderson Mill / Balcones) • 78758 (MoPac / Braker) • 78759 (Great Hills / Arboretum)
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3001 n ih-35 • round rock 14 Chisholm trail • round rock

3.109 acres, frontage on IH 35
$1.89 million 
Agent: Scott Nicholson, Discovery Realty Group
Keller Williams • 439-6800

3,198 sq. ft.
$582,400
Agent: Brent Campbell, Don Quick and Associates
255-3000

2 31 Sh 130 & rowe lane • pflugerville

0.41 acres  
$125,000
Agent: Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group
Keller Williams • 439-6800

If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send an e-mail 
to realestate@impactnews.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

Note: Only those properties within Community Impact Newspaper’s 
current distribution area are included.

6508 McNeil Road $745,000

4819 Williams Drive, Georgetown              $1,370,000
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*All square footage is approximate and per tax or appraisal district records. **Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors 
or omissions. Contact the property's agent/seller for the most current and reliable information.
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78729 Austin 6508 McNeil Road N/A $745,000 Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800

78735 Austin 8305 Hwy. 71 West 10,108 $999,000 Cathy Coneway  Stanberry Commercial 422-5677

78641 Cedar Park 128 CR 180 (New Hope Road) 4,097 $2.85 million Ross Frie  Capital City Sotheby’s International Realty 261-8172

78626 Georgetown Hwy. 29 & Ronald Reagan 32 acres $4.88 million Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800

78628 Georgetown 1918 Leander Road 1,692 $310,000 Wally Wilson  RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 659-8690

78628 Georgetown 4819 Williams Drive 4.48 acres $1.37 million Wally Wilson  RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 659-8690

78634 Hutto SH 130 at Kaatz Lane N/A $695,000 Vincent Quaranto  N/A 698-2346

78660 Pflugerville SH 130 & Rowe Lane 0.41 acres $125,000 Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800

78660 Pflugerville Corner lot at Faber Drive/Shultz Lane 3.74 acres $400,000 Cathy Coneway  Stanberry Commercial 422-5677

78660 Pflugerville 2911 AW Grimes Blvd., Lot 2 5.774 acres $1 million Cathy Coneway  Stanberry Commercial 422-5677

78660 Pflugerville 2911 AW Grimes Blvd., Lot 3 14.47 acres $2 million Cathy Coneway  Stanberry Commercial 422-5677

78660 Pflugerville 2911 AW Grimes Blvd., Lot 1 32,120 $210/SF Cathy Coneway  Stanberry Commercial 422-5677

78664 Round Rock 3001 N. IH 35 3.109 acres $1.89 million Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800

78664 Round Rock 2101 Town Centre Drive 270,000 $6.5 million Ross Frie  Capital City Sotheby’s International Realty 261-8172

78681 Round Rock FM 172 & Chisolm Trail N/A $149,950/each Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800

City Address Sq. Ft.* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone
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