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New Toll 45 ramps  
expected to bring
city more business
by Amy stAnsbury
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Described by Mayor Nyle Maxwell as the last 
raw frontier of Round Rock, the open farmland 
at FM 1460 and University Boulevard often in-
trigues developers.

John Avery, who owns the property of more 
than 1,000 acres with his brothers Charles and 
Nelson and sister Christina Fell, said buyers regu-
larly come to his downtown law office wanting to 
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Mellownie Johnson

Drivers heading in or out of Pfluger-
ville on Heatherwilde Boulevard will 
have direct access to Toll 45 when the 
ramps open in late March. 

The state highway is the northwest 
arterial into Pflugerville and the new 
ramps at the intersection of Toll 45 
and Heatherwilde Boulevard could 
help alleviate some traffic congestion, 
according to Charles Simon, director 
of the Pflugerville Community Devel-
opment Corporation.

“Right now, even with all the new 
roads, we’re stuck traveling old routes 
to get to IH 35. The fact that the high-
way is there, really isn’t doing anything 
with the way it is now,” he said.

The ramps were not in the original 
Toll 45 plans, but the City of Pfluger-
ville later proposed to the Texas De-
partment of Transportation that they 
be added.

He said the property near the inter-
section is not desirable for residential 
development because it is so close to 
the highway. Without the ramps, it was 
not desirable for commercial develop-
ment either. Now it will be.

“The access to 45 from Heatherwil-
de will immediately benefit the Round 
Rock stores and businesses near La 
Frontera because Pflugerville residents 
will be able to get over there so much 
easier,” Simon said. “Over time, we’re 
hoping the ramps will benefit Pfluger-
ville businesses, too.”

Construction began in March 2007. 
The addition of the new ramps to the 
existing toll road system, funded by 
TxDOT, cost $10 million.

The toll at this exit will be 50 cents, 
which is the same as other exits. Trav-
eling on the frontage road west from 
Heatherwilde Boulevard, drivers must 
enter the tollway.

Council plans 
for election

by Christi Covington 

$16 million would build new 
city hall planned for FM 685
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As early as Feb. 12, the Pfluger-
ville City Council expects to declare 
a May bond election, which will 
include proposals for a recreation 
center, a library expansion and a 
city hall.

“When I moved to Pflugerville 
the population sign said 400,” said 
Bob Spoonemore, who chaired the 
Capital Improvement Bond Com-
mittee that first formed the propos-
als. “Now they say we have 40,000 
people. When you have more 
people, you have a need for more 
services. That is just a function of 
growth.” 

Together, the projects would 
bring more than 100,000 sq. ft. of 
public facilities and cost around $34 
million. 

Plans are subject to change, but 
the council is anticipated to propose 
that the recreation center will go on 
Pfennig Lane south of Park Crest 
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 Working from January through August 2007, the Capital Improvements Bond Committee created a $31  
million proposal for the Pflugerville City Council to consider for the May election. The council is expected  
to approve revised language Feb. 12. Residents will vote for each proposition separately.

 Additional taxes 
The property taxes for a home valued at $150,000 would increase by $4.50 a month in  
2009 and $5 a month in 2010. After that, the amount would drop in consecutive years.  
Note: This amount is according to the bond committee’s original $31 million proposal in 
August. The monthly tax increase for the new amount, $34 million, has not been 
calculated because the rate by which it will be issued is not yet determined.

Proposition 1 • Recreation center
$12 million 
Proposed location: Pfennig Lane (land already purchased)
 Includes: Swimming pool, lobby, multi-purpose rooms, a weight room,  
childcare room, gymnasium, senior citizen facilities
Updates:* After council discussion in November, the proposed amount is 
anticipated to increase to $16 million 

 Proposition 2 (part I) • Library 
$7 million
Proposed location: Pecan Street at Tenth Street (existing library site)
 Includes: More than tripling the size of the existing library with several 
large public-meeting rooms
 Updates:* The ballot language includes provisions\ for facility 
construction and equipment, but not book purchase

Proposition 2 (part II) • Animal Shelter
$1 million
Proposed location: 1600 Waterbrook Drive
Includes: Enlargement, improvement of the existing shelter facilities
Updates:* The expansion is no longer being considered for the May ballot 

Proposition 3 • city Hall
$11 million 
Proposed location: To be determined (land must be purchased)
Includes: A new city hall that would be 45,000 sq. ft. 
 Updates:* The ballot language is anticipated to include provision for land 
purchase

Source: Bob Spoonemore, Capital Improvements Bond Commitee  chair
*  The updates are according to available information, but may not  be comprehensive.
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The descendents of one of Round 
Rock’s first settlers, the four Avery 
siblings, have reserved their 1,200-acre 
inheritance for a medical and 
educational community. Shown below 
circa 1954: Christina Avery Fell, Nelson 
Avery, M.D., John Avery, Sr., and 
Charles Avery, III.
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For quality of life

A family’s vision

Primary Elections Page 11

The Avery’s ancestors, Arvid and 
Anna Lena Nelson, settle land near 
FM 1460 and University Boulevard.

John A. Nelson helps open 
Trinity Lutheran College in 
downtown Round Rock.

 The Round Rock Higher 
Education Center opens on 
University Boulevard.

Seton Medical Center Williamson 
opens on University Boulevard. 
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The Avery siblings gathered at the grand opening gala for Seton Medical 
Center Williamson Jan. 26 where they were honored for their contributions. 
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It is amazing how six short weeks with 
your first baby can change your perspective 
on life.  

When our staff interviewed the Avery 
family, whose ancestors have owned land 
in Round Rock for more than 100 years, 
they spoke a lot about their history and 
what they hoped to achieve for future 
generations using what they have been 

Sara Aleman, General Manager
sara@impactnews.com

given. It is apparent that they have thought 
through their decisions of how to use 
their 1,200-acre inheritance to build an 
educational and medical community. 
The idea is an interesting one. They have 
considered the best way to use time, talent 
and money in order to do the most good 
for those around them and those who 
come after them. 

Members of the community in 
Pflugerville are considering similar 
principles while preparing several bonds 
for a May ballot to build new public 
facilities. Although some of the ideas are 
controversial, namely where to locate city 
hall, the overall concept is still to make 
Pflugerville a vibrant, thriving city for 
generations to come.

 I look at my daughter now and realize 

General 
Manager’s 
Note

how important it is to me that she grows 
up in a place where education, medical 
and community facilities are constantly 
being developed and improved. On a 
personal level, I admire the leadership in 
our communities. 

Although I really enjoyed my time off 
with my daughter, when I received my 
own issue in the mail last month, I knew 
I was missing out on the excitement of 
bringing the news to readers. 

It feels good to be back behind the 
wheel again. 
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3  Photo magic
A full-service portrait gallery specializing 
in location and lifestyle portraits for 
families, graduations, children, babies 
and weddings, Firefly Portraiture has 
a new location in the Creekside Plaza at 
900 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 211. For more 
information, call 627-3876 or visit www.
firefly-portraits.com.  

New man in charge
Lone Star Circle of Care welcomed 
Dr. Daniel Shuman as its new Chief 
Medical Officer in December. LSCC is a 
nonprofit organization that specializes 
in health services for the uninsured and 
underinsured in Williamson County. For 
more information, visit www.lscctx.org.

For the pets
RGO Enterprises, which is a Web-
based business and wholesaler, moved to 
Round Rock. Owner Russ Goforth sells 
three patented products and accessories 
including items such as “The Easy Ride 
Shoulder Perch,” a travel-related product 
designed for bird owners. For more 
information, call 502-5356 or visit www.
rgoent.com

Round Rock
1  Insurance options

Sharing space with Discover Texas Homes 
Real Estate, a new location for Germania 
Insurance opened in December at 3000 
Joe DiMaggio, Ste. 80. Independent 
agents Kim Dowdy and Angela Wrinkle 
specialize in property insurance for urban 
and suburban communities. For more 
information, call 310-5880 or visit www.
germaniaroundrock.com.

2  Medical office space
Ground broke for a medical office building 
in December on Park Valley Drive. Initial 
tenants include Urology Austin, a newly 
formed group of Austin and Round Rock 
doctors, including Dr. David Freidberg, 
Dr. Grady Bruce and Dr. Shaun Maloney. 
Space is still available for lease or sale. For 
more information, call 615-9506.

4   Money consulting
Foundation Communities, a Central 
Texas nonprofit organization, began 
its Community Tax Center services 
Jan. 28 in Round Rock. Low-income 
working residents can get free income 
tax preparation at 301 W. Bagdad Ave., 
Bldg. 2 at the Baca Senior Center. For 
more information on times and what 
to bring, call 447-0288 or visit www.
communitytaxcenters.org. 

5  Sports shop
Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI), 
a national retail cooperative providing 
outdoor gear and clothing, announced Jan. 
15 that Round Rock will be the second 
location for the company’s prototype store 
initiative using green-building concepts. 
Expected to open this fall, the two-story, 
32,700 sq.-ft. store at University Oaks 
Shopping Center will be built using the 
U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) principles. For more information, 
visit www.rei.com/stewardship.

6  Sports complex expands
The City of Round Rock broke ground 
on the Sports Complex Improvement 
Project Jan. 25, at the site of the new 
Girls Softball Complex, near the corner 
of CR 122 and Kiphen Road in Old 
Settlers Park. Old Settlers Park will receive 
improvements on 20 fields, as well as 
construction of five field complexes. The 
softball field will be finished this fall. 
Once completed, the park will include 
amenities such as lit batting cages, large 
bleacher shade structures, a championship 
field with terraced bleachers and warming 
track. Total cost is estimated for $18 
million. Project contractors include 
Chasco Construction and Journeyman 
Construction. For more information, call 
218-5540. 

7  Correction
City Blends Café Smoothie and Sports 
Nutrition was not included in Community 
Impact Newspaper’s Fitness Guide for 
the January edition. Locally owned, City 
Blends is in the Hesters Crossing Shopping 
Center next to Gold’s Gym at 2400 S. IH 
35. For more information, call 244-3700.

 8  Comfort food
Construction on Mimi’s Café began Jan. 
7 and the restaurant is scheduled to open 
in July. Mimi’s serves breakfast, lunch 
and dinner and will be open 7 a.m. to 11 
p.m. daily. To see a full menu, visit www.
mimiscafe.com. For more information, 
call 866-566-4647. 

  9  Get touched up
Under new ownership, Final Touch 
Salon, 1312 Round Rock Ave., has been 
remodeled and is now an upscale, full-
service salon offering facials, waxing, 
manicures, pedicures, hair cuts, color 
and extensions. For an appointment, call 
255-2772, but walk-ins are also welcome.

Pflugerville
10  Kids, gaming and fun

Game On, 16708 Picadilly Court, Ste. 106, 
a fitness club for children ages eight to 14, 
uses video games to make exercising fun, 
which they call “exergaming.” New fitness 
equipment like water rowers that simulate 
rowboats and an everlasting rockwall 
that acts as a vertical treadmill has been 
added. Health and nutrition classes are 
offered to the public for free monthly. For 
more information, call 251-GAME, e-mail 
chanee@gameonfunfitness.com or visit 
www.gameonfunfitness.com.

11           Tax help
Foundation Communities, a Central 
Texas nonprofit organization, began its 
Community Tax Center services Jan. 26 
in Pflugerville. Low-income working 
residents can receive free income tax 
preparation at 13009 Dessau Road in New 
Covenant Fellowship across from Dessau 
Middle School. For more information on 
times and what to bring, call 447-0288 or 
visit www.communitytaxcenters.org. 

12  A Joyful Journey
After teaching Kindermusik out of her 
home and at community centers, learning 
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community   events

centers and music studios for more 
than two years, Sarah Nguyen opened A 
Joyful Journey at 1433 Grand Avenue 
Parkway, Ste. 403 Jan. 19. Music, 
Spanish, Chinese and sign language 
classes are offered for children ages 
six months to seven years. For more 
information, call 826-KIDS, e-mail 
ajoyfuljourney@sbcglobal.net or visit 
www.ajoyfuljourney.net. 

13  Ready to dance
Beginning its first classes in January, 
The Studio in Motion, Inc. is now open 
at 401 FM 685, Ste. 102. C. The dance 
studio provides classes in everything 
from bellydancing to jazz to ballet, as 
well as yoga, pilates and cheerleading. 
Massage therapy is also available. For 
more information, call 251-7747 or visit 
www.thestudioinmotion.com.

14  More retail coming
Additional tenants for Stone Hill Town 
Center now include 24-Hour Fitness, 
Home Depot, Taco Cabana, Cinemark 
Theatre, Chili’s, Chick-fil-A, Super 
Target, TJ Max, Dressbarn, Ross, 

Pflugerville Pfitness Walk
Walk one mile to Gilleland creek Park

call Amy Atkins at 251-5082 or e-mail amya@
cityofpflugerville.com or visit www.cityofpflugerville.com
Bohls Park (Parking at Pflugerville Recreation center)
380 immanuel Road – Pflugerville
10 a.m. * Free

Round Rock Woman’s Club Fundraiser 
Soup and Bread and More!

Lunch and silent auction
connie Fitzpatrick at 255-7256 
e-mail fishndad@austin.rr.com
www.roundrockwomansclub.org
First united Methodist church 
1004 n. Mays St. – Round Rock
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. * $10

Daddy Daughter Dance
call dawn Moonan at 218-3216
www.roundrocktexas.gov/calendar
Feb. 7 deadline to purchase tickets
clay Madsen Recreation center Gymnasium
1600 Gattis School Road – Round Rock
6 to 8 p.m. for fathers with daughters ages zero to six years 
old
8:30 to 10:30 p.m. for ages seven and up * $10 per ticket

Glenn Miller Orchestra Concert
Presented by the Leander High School 

Band Boosters
(800) 585-3737 or www.startickets.com
Leander High School Performing Arts center
3301 S. Bagdad Road – Leander
2:30 p.m. * $25 advance tickets, $30 at the door

Travis County Sheriff’s Citizens’ Academy
contact Senior deputy Vincent Galloway at 

854-4989 
e-mail vincente.galloway@co.travis.tx.us
13-week course held tuesdays 
6:45 to 10 p.m. * Free

Round Rock Reads! Kick-Off Celebration
call 218-7006 or e-mail mcervantes@round-rock.tx.us
Round Rock Public Library, meeting room B
216 e. Main St. – Round Rock
7 p.m. * Free

Texas Association for Healthcare 
Documentation Integrity Annual 

Meeting and Leadership Conference
e-mail k_muelker@msn.com
www.texasmt.org
Austin Marriott north
2600 La Frontera Blvd. – Round Rock
Feb. 15-16 * cost varies, discounts for members and students

Candidates Forum for March Primary 
Election

Hosted by the Greater Round Rock West neighborhood 
Association
open to the public
e-mail mike_freeman@grrwna.org
Grace Lutheran church
704 Bluff drive – Round Rock
7:15 p.m. * Free

Tuskegee Airmen Traveling Exhibit
African-American aviator history display hosted 

by Sweet Home Baptist church and the Round Rock Public 
Library
call 218-7006 or e-mail mcervantes@round-rock.tx.us
Historical bus tours $11, call Jessie carson at 567-2148
Round Rock Public Library
216 e. Main St. – Round Rock
Feb. 21-24 exhibit, special ceremony Feb. 23 at 2 p.m. * Free

2nd Annual Stony Point High School 
NJROTC Chili Cook-Off

in-kind donations welcome and sponsorships available
call Julie Lewin at 671-6650 
visit www.stonypointnjrotc.org
Stony Point High School 9th Grade center
1901 Sunrise Road – Round Rock
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on-site registration begins at 9 a.m. Judging starts at 2 p.m. 
* $18 registration fee

Spaghetti supper benefiting the Kolinek family
Fundraiser for the Kolinek family’s medical expenses and 
related travel expenses for treatment
call carolyn Graf at 251-8869 for more information or to make 
a donation
For information on traci’s breast cancer and 11-month old 
Kaylynn’s hemangioma, visit www.mybreastcancersucks.com 
and www.hinthecity.com
Lions club Hall
500 n. Railroad Ave. – Pflugerville
5 p.m. * Adults $8, seniors (65+) and children $5, kids under 
five years old free

Howling Hounds Benefit Auction
Silent auction, live auction, seated dinner and dancing 
benefiting Round Rock Helping Hands Basset Rescue
www.hhbassetrescue.org
Red oak Ballroom in norris conference center
northcross Mall
2525 W. Anderson Lane – Austin
5:30 p.m. * $60 per person or $420 for table of eight

10

MarCh
2008 Daffodil Festival
Music, games, shopping, auctions, raffles, door 

prizes, food and drinks
www.rrdaffodilcapitaltx.us
Allen Baca Activities center, building 2
301 W. Bagdad Ave. – Round Rock
9 a.m. * Free
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Bealls, Rackroom Shoes, Dick’s Sporting 
Goods, Mattress Firm, Justice for Girls, 
JC Penney, PetSmart, Office Depot, Best 
Buy, Taco Bueno and Olive Garden.  
The development at FM 685 is near the 
intersection of Toll 130 and Toll 45. For 
more information, call (28477-4300 or 
visit www.newquestproperties.com.

       Rain, rain, go away
After weather delays, First Baptist 
Church of Pflugerville is scheduled to 
open its worship center at 306 S. Tenth 
St. in November. The 34,000 sq. ft. 
building will have 2,000 seats. For more 
information, call 251-3052 or visit www.
fbc-pflugerville.org.

15
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Larry Perez sIgns & graPhIx • round rock  
Third generation sign-maker Larry 

Perez worked for his uncle Andy 
Balderas for 12 years at First Dollar Signs. 
After his uncle died unexpectedly in 1986, 
Perez planned to leave Round Rock.

“I had gotten rid of everything [I 
owned] and was going to travel around 
the country, but all of the customers knew 
me. I think they were trying to help me 
out,” Perez said. “They just started asking, 
‘Hey Larry, can you do this, and can you 
do that?’ So I just never left.”

Today, Perez Signs & Graphix is across 
the street from where First Dollar Signs 
used to be on Mays Street.

Perez said what makes him different 
from most other sign-makers is, like his 
uncle, he is an artist who draws freehand 
the artwork and lettering for the signs. He 
blends his 33 years of hand-painting expe-
rience with today’s technologies to create 
custom signs.

“I still hand-paint signs, and there are 
only a few hand-painters left in the Austin 
area. No one is teaching it anymore,” Perez 
said.

When a customer wants to place an 
order, Perez draws a rough sketch on a 
piece of paper and gets the concept ap-
proved. Then the drawing is scanned into 
a computer and the sign is printed  
in-house.

“We put small orders in the front of the 
line to get them done quickly,” he said. 
“We have surprised a lot of customers who 
come in and say, ‘I know there is no way 
you can do this, but if there is any way we 
could get this tomorrow...’ and  
a lot of times we do it.”

Perez has made many of the signs 
around Round Rock and neighboring 
communities, like the panther in the 
Pflugerville High School gym, the decals 
on the Round Rock Police Department 
patrol cars, and the dragon on the water 
tower in Round Rock, which he hand-
painted on a ladder while swaying in the 
wind 86 feet in the air.

Some of Perez’s more interesting work 
includes painting the side of a circus 
elephant, airbrushing green muscles on a 
man to make him look like The Incredible 
Hulk and creating a 12-foot foam tele-
phone for a billboard.

With a belief that signs play an impor-
tant role in making a town beautiful, Perez 
said he sometimes gives discounts to local 
businesses.

“I want them to be able to afford a great 
sign. It’s my city, too,” he said.

After more than 30 years in Round 
Rock, Perez is known locally, but he also 
services customers all over Texas and the 
United States. He estimates more than 200 
customers call or come to the store daily.

“We’re probably the biggest sign com-
pany in Central Texas,” Perez said. “My 
business has grown by 10 to 20 percent 
each year for the past 22 years in a row.”

business    profile by amy stansbury

Larry Perez Signs & Graphix has 12 em-
ployees, including four graphic design-
ers. Two wide-format digital printers are 
used to create car wraps, the vinyl used 
to fully cover vehicles with signage. 

The garage, where much of the decal 
work is done on vehicles, has printed 
vinyl covering the floor, simulating a 
wooden-floor basketball court and fea-
tures the company’s logo at center court. 

Larry Perez Signs & Graphix
304 n. Mays St.

255-0758 
www.LarryPerezSigns.com

Larry Perez, owner

Austin Ave.

N
. M

ays St.Larry Perez  
Signs & Graphix

In the shop

Main Ave.
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Charles Leake was 18 years old when 
his parents decided he needed to get 

rid of all his comic books. Knowing the 
collection was worth money, Leake trav-
eled to army bases around Europe where 
he was raised, selling comics at collectibles 
shows on weekends. He has dealt comic 
books off and on ever since.

Now, 20 years later, Leake is married 
with a five-year-old daughter. He and his 
wife Amira own Ninja Pirate, a comic 
book and game store located in Pfluger-
ville. The Leakes moved from Virginia to 
the Austin area in April 2006. They chose 
Central Texas primarily because the hous-
ing market was doing well, but they also 
liked the “Keep Austin Weird” slogan and 
culture of supporting the arts and local 
businesses.

“We liked that you can get small-town 
values with the resources of a bigger  
city here,” Amira said. “And of course, 
there are good schools in this area. That 
was important.”

The Leakes stumbled upon the store-
front office space for lease in Pflugerville 
by accident.

“There was too much construction on 
the original [RM] 620,” Charles said. “It 
was a fluke. We got lost in Pflugerville and 
saw the place. We pulled up the rental cost 
and it met all of our criteria.”

They were looking for commercial  
property for lease near a neighborhood  
so Ninja Pirate could not only be a store, 
but also a meeting place for teenagers  
living nearby.

“We’re trying to give teens a place to go 
in Pflugerville because there really isn’t 
one,” Amira said. “We also want to create 
new gamers because if you don’t create 
new ones, the hobby will die.”

Ninja Pirate is a member of the Pfluger-
ville Chamber of Commerce, and sells 
comic books, science fiction fantasy 
books, graphic novels, which are collec-
tions of several weeks of comic books, 
comic books targeted at younger children, 
such as those by Cartoon Network, Walt 
Disney, Looney Tunes and Marvel Adven-
tures, as well as board games, card games, 
role playing games, snacks and more.

The Leakes established their business in 
January 2007, working out of their home. 
They opened the doors to Ninja Pirate in 
April and held a grand opening May 5 on 
Free Comic Book Day.

“Kids were knocking at the window as 
we were trying to unpack boxes asking to 
come in,” said Amira. “We had to keep the 
shades down to get it all put together so 
we could open.”

While children and teenagers are regular 
customers at Ninja Pirate, Amira said they 
are seeing a growing adult market in the 
evenings.

“We carry a lot of board games too, and 
the adults are getting more and more into 
that,” Amira said. “We always tailor what 
we carry based on what is popular and 
what sells.”

       

ninja Pirate
100 12th St., Ste. 105 

251-0110 
www.geek-man.com

nInJa PIraTe • PfLugervILLe
business    profile by amy stansbury

Owners Charles and Amira Leake with daughter 
Jasminehangs in her bakery. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Mark C

12th St.

W
.  Pecan St.

Ninja Pirate
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In an age when diners seem to spend 
more time waiting to be seated than  
enjoying their meal, River City Grille 
offers the refreshing experience of being 
ushered to a table soon after walking 
through the door.

River City Grille, which opened in  
May 2001, is a sophisticated eatery situ-
ated on the first floor of the Marriott at  
La Frontera. Even though the kitchen does 
provide room service for the entire hotel, 
diners will be quick to forget their locale 
when they stroll past the subtle waterfall 
into dimmed lighting and large, private 
seating areas.

With wireless Internet and quiet sur-
roundings, the River City Grille is ideal  
for a working lunch.

The menu offers traditional starters, 
including fried calamari, sautéed crab 
cakes and a soup of the day. I opted for 
the signature item, Chicken Tortilla Soup, 
which was filled with onion, avocado, 
rice, cheese and topped with crispy tortilla 
chips ($4.25). The soup was laced with 
hints of spice, and the base did not blur 
the taste of the other ingredients.

For the main course, I ordered a grilled 
Reuben ($9.25). The classic corned beef, 
marble rye, Swiss and sauerkraut con-
struction was served double-decker style 
with a crispy pickle wedge and a pile of 
onion rings. The Thousand Island dressing 
complemented the obviously fresh ingre-
dients and the crispy onion rings had just 
the right amount of seasoning.

Also satisfying, the Catfish Sandwich 
($8.95) combined a generous helping of 
fried fish delicious enough to be consumed 
on its own with a spicy, tangy remoulade 
sauce on marble rye. For vegetarians and 

rIver cITy grILLe • round rock
neiGHborHooD    DininG by mark Collins

What’s on the buffet? One of River City Grille’s dining options is an excellent buffet

Breakfast buffet hours: Mon-Fri 6:30 – 10 a.m.; Sat. 7 a.m. – noon; Sun. 7 – 11 a.m.S
The two options include beverages and eggs and omelets cooked to order.
Good start – features fresh salmon and cheese tray as well as a fruits,  
yogurt and granola
All-American – two types of eggs, two types of 
potatoes, five different breakfast meats and a featured item such  
as eggs benedict, French toast or cheese blintz.

Lunch buffet hours: Mon-Fri 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Soup and salad option offers soup of the day or signature tortilla 
soup and five different kinds of salad. Full buffet features two fresh
entrees, such as steak, fish, chicken, fajitas, lasagna, fresh 
vegetables and either pasta or rice.

Ken Seeber, gourmet managerriver City Grille 
Marriott at La Frontera
2600 La Frontera Blvd.

733-6767

Hesters Crossing

La 
Frontera

River City Grille

Bread Pudding
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2008
Presidential Candidates

John Edwards 
www.johnedwards.com 
(919) 636-3131

Barack Obama
www.barackobama.com 
(866) 675-2008

Hilary Clinton 
www.hillaryclinton.com 
(703) 469-2008

Joe Biden 
www.joebiden.com 
(302) 574-2008

Christopher Dodd
www.chrisdodd.com
(202) 737- 3633

Bill Richardson 
www.richardsonforpresident.com 
(505) 828-2455

Rudy Giuliani
www.joinrudy2008.com 
(212) 835-9449

Mike Huckabee
www.mikehuckabee.com 
(501) 324-2008

Mitt Romney 
www.mittromney.com 
(857) 288-6400

Alan Keyes 
 www.alankeyes.com 
(800) 727-6142

John McCain 
www.johnmccain.com 

(703) 418-2008

Ron Paul 
www.ronpaul2008.com 

(703) 248-9115

Hoa Tran 

Duncan Hunter
www.gohunter08.com 

(619) 463-3896

Hugh Cort 
www.hughcort2008.com 

888) 386-8176

u.S. Senator

Ray McMurrey
www.mcmurreyforussenate.com
(361) 442-9046

Richard Noriega
www.ricknoriega.com 
(713) 921-7425

Gene Kelly

Rhett Smith
www.rhettsmithforussenate.com

John Cornyn (incumbent) 
www.johncornyn.com 
494-8535

Larry Kilgore
 www.larrykilgore.com 
(817) 522-3951

Williamson County Primary

Mark Silverstone 
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
courts/425th/index.html

u.S. representative District 31 State representative District 20

State representative District 52

26th District 
Court Judge

Billy Ray Stubblefield 
 (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
courts/26th/index.html

395th District 
Court Judge

Mike Jergins
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
courts/395th/index.html

425th District 
Court Judge

County attorney District attorney County Sheriff

Tax assessor-
Collector

Deborah Hunt 
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/tax

Precinct 1 County Commissioner

Precinct 3 County Commissioner Precinct 1 Constable

Precinct 2 Constable

Dale Vannoy 
(incumbent) 
www.dalevannoy.com
260-4270

Precinct 3 Constable

Bobby 
Gutierrez  
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.
org/constables
943-1434

Precinct 4 Constable

Marty Ruble  
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.
org/constables
238-2181

Jaime M. Lynn
www.vote4lynn.com
826-8313

Jana Duty
(incumbent) 
www.janaduty.com
943-1111

John Bradley (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
attorney/dA_tAB
943-1234

James R. Wilson
(incumbent) 
www.williamson-county.
org/Sheriff

Mike Grimes 
255-5888

Lisa Birkman
(incumbent) 
www.lisabirkman.com
733-5380

Steve Laukhuf
www.laukhuf4wilco.com
431-9436

democratRepublican

Caucus    Members of a political party gathered to 
nominate candidates and determine convention delegates. 
A caucus can also mean any group whose purpose is to 
push a special interest or cause.

Electoral College    Group of representatives who 
formally elects the President and Vice President of 
the united States. the number of electors from each 
state is equal to the sum of the state’s Senators and 
Representatives in the u.S. congress. today, the u.S. 
electoral college has 538 representatives. 

Incumbent    Person currently in office. typically, 
incumbents running for re-election have a greater chance 
of winning.

Primary election  election held before the general 
election in which voters of each party nominate 
candidates for office, party officers, etc. in the primaries, 
voters register with the democratic or Republican Party. 
once registered as a democrat, a person can vote in the 
democratic primary, but will not be allowed to vote in the 
Republican primary, and vice-versa. 

Mini election glossary

Primary 2008
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www.mcmurreyforussenate.com
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Richard Noriega
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(713) 921-7425
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www.rhettsmithforussenate.com

John Cornyn (incumbent) 
www.johncornyn.com 
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Larry Kilgore
 www.larrykilgore.com 
(817) 522-3951

 

Williamson County Primary
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nominate candidates and determine convention delegates. 
A caucus can also mean any group whose purpose is to 
push a special interest or cause.

Electoral College    Group of representatives who 
formally elects the President and Vice President of 
the united States. the number of electors from each 
state is equal to the sum of the state’s Senators and 
Representatives in the u.S. congress. today, the u.S. 
electoral college has 538 representatives. 

Incumbent    Person currently in office. typically, 
incumbents running for re-election have a greater chance 
of winning.

Primary election  election held before the general 
election in which voters of each party nominate 
candidates for office, party officers, etc. in the primaries, 
voters register with the democratic or Republican Party. 
once registered as a democrat, a person can vote in the 
democratic primary, but will not be allowed to vote in the 
Republican primary, and vice-versa. 

Mini election glossary

Primary

Diana Maldonado 
www.dianamaldonado.
com
573-3630

Vivian Sullivan 
www.vivsullivan.org

John Gordon 
www.johngordon52.
com
789-5073

Bryan Daniel 
www.bryandaniel.org
863-3663

Dee Hobbs 
www.deehobbs.com
383-5808

Gene Kelly

Presidential CandidatesPresidential Candidates

John Carter 
(incumbent) 
carter.house.gov
246-1600

Brian Ruiz 
www.ruizforcongress.
com

Leonard Surratt 
www.leonardsurratt.com
869-4589

Jim Dillon Dan Gattis 
(incumbent) 
www.dangattis.org
868-5400

Gregory Windham
864-7282

Valerie Covey 
(incumbent) 
www.valeriecovey.com
868-6741

Gary Griffin (incumbent) 
www.williamson-county.org/
constables
248-3239

Robert Chody 
www.robertchody.com
497-0771
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2008
Railroad Commissioner

Art Hall 
www.arthallfortexas.com 
(210) 479-9018

Dale Henry
www.electdalehenry.com

Mark Thompson 
www.markfortexas.com

Michael Williams  
(incumbent) 
www.williamsfortexas.com
 482-0682

Travis County
U.S. Representative, 
District 10

Supreme Court Chief Justice

Jim Jordan 
www.dallascourts.com

Wallace Jefferson 
(incumbent) 
wallacejefferson.com

Supreme Court Justice, place 7

Baltasar Cruz
cruzforjudge.blogspot.com

Dale Wainwright 
(incumbent) www.
supreme.courts.state.tx.us/
court/justice_dwainwright.
asp

Supreme Court Justice, place 8

Susan Criss
www.judgecriss.com 
(409) 771-4069

Linda Reyna Yanez
www.lindayanez.com

Phil Johnson 
www.justicephiljohnson.com 
391-1600

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, 
place 3

Susan Strawn

Tom Price 
(incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us

 

Third Court of Appeals Chief 
Justice, place 1

Woodie Jones
www.woodiejones.
com 482-9302

Ken Law  
(incumbent) 
www.3rdcoa.courts.
state.tx.us

State Representative, 
District 46

District Attorney of  Travis County

David Escamilla (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/county_
attorney
474-4738

Sheriff

Greg Hamilton (incumbent)
www.tcsheriff.org
www.co.travis.tx.us/sheriff
854-9770

Primary

Sam Houston 
www.samhoustonforjustice.
com 
(713) 520-1464

County AttorneyState Representative, District 50

Dawnna Dukes
www.dawnnadukescampaign.com
494-0050

Michael T. McCaul 
(incumbent)
www.house.gov/mccaul
473-2357

Mark Strama 
www.markstrama.com
491-0333

Rosemary Lehmberg 
www.rosemarylehmberg.com
854-9663

Larry Joe Doherty 
www.larryjoe.com
(877) LJd-2008

Dan Grant
wwwdangrantforcongress.
com
535-4863

Gary Cobb 
www.garycobb4da.com
637-7260

Jerry J. Mikus, Jr. 
www.jerrymikus.com (coming soon)
990-8740

Mindy Montford 
www.montfordforda.com
370-1800

Rick Reed 
www.electrickreed.com
(800) 277-3014

Brian T. Thompson
www.electbrianthompson.com
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2008 elections and 
voter registration 
Deadlines

Court of Criminal Appeals 
Judge, place 4

J.R. Molina 
(817) 624-4700

Robert Francis 
 www.judgerobertfrancis
com/experience.html

Paul Womack (incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/court/
justice_pwomack.asp

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, 
place 9

Cathy Cochran 
 (incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/
court/justice_ccochran.asp

Early voting anywhErE
Voters can vote at any early polling location. For travis 
county polling locations, visit www.co.travis.tx.us.
For Williamson county polling locations, visit www.
williamson-county.org/elections

votEr rEgistration
Voters must be registered 30 days before an 
election. to register in travis county, visit www.
traviscountytax.org or call 854-9473. 
to register in Williamson county, visit www.
williamson-county.org or call 943-1630. For more information on Williamson County elections,  visit www.wilco.org. Travis County elections,www.co.travis.tx.us.

Q. Can I vote in both the Republican and Democratic primaries?
A. no. in texas, voters can participate in the primary election by voting democrat or Republican but cannot vote in both. independent 
candidates are not included on the texas primary ballot. once a voter participates in the primary election, he or she is designated a member of 
the party for which he or she voted for the next two years and is ineligible to participate in the opposing parties’ primary elections.

Q: Will I vote at the same polling location for the March primary and the November election?
A. not necessarily. the number of voters is typically lower for the primary election so the elections office consolidates precincts to vote at 
fewer polling locations.

Q: Who is eligible for a mail-in ballot? 
A: You may request a ballot by mail if you will be out of the county on election day and during early voting, if you are sick or disabled, or if you 
are 65 years old or older on election day.

Glen Maxey 
www.glenmaxey.com
656-6337

Nelda Wells Spears 
(incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/tax_assessor
www.traviscountytax.org
854-9473

County Constable, Precinct 2

Supreme Court Chief Justice
Wallace B. Jefferson 
(incumbent)
www.wallacejefferson.com
477-6465

Supreme Court Justice
Dale Wainwright  
(incumbent)
www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/
court/justice_dwainwright.asp
463-1332

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, Place 3
Tom Price 
(incumbent)
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/
court/justice_tprice.asp
463-1556

Susan Strawn 
susanstrawn@gmail.com
(713) 253-9112

District Judge, 53rd Judicial District
Scott Jenkins  
(incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_courts/civil_courts
854-9308

98th Judicial District
Robert D. Ettinger
478-4754

Andy Hathcock
www.judgeandyhathcock.com

Rhonda Hurley 
www.judgerhondahurley.com
926-0165

126th Judicial District
Darlene Byrne (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_
courts/civil_courts
854-9313

167th Judicial District
Mike Lynch (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_
courts/criminal_courts
854-9310

200th Judicial District
Gisela D. Triana (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_
courts/civil_courts
854-9306

345th Judicial District
Stephen Yelenosky (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_courts/
civil_courts
854-9374

353rd Judicial District
Madeleine Connor 
475-4080

Scott Ozmun
www.ozmunforjudge.com
476-4346

390th Judicial District
Julie Harris Kocurek (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_courts/criminal_courts
854-4885

427th Judicial District
Jim Coronado 
www.judgejimcoronado.com
474-4738

Karyl Anderson Krug  
www.texasappealsrits.com
474-5544

427th Judicial District (continued)
Melissa Goodwin (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_courts/criminal_
courts
854-9244

County Court at Law Judge No. 8
Carlos H. Barrera 
www.carloshbarrera.com
417-4143

John Lipscombe
www.johnforjudge.com
(281) 687-2441
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Primary Election – March 4
Voter registration deadline: Feb. 4
Early in-person voting: Feb. 19 – 29
Vote by mail: Jan. 4 – Feb. 26  

Primary Runoff Election – April 8 
Voter registration deadline: March 10
Early in-person voting: March 31 – April 4
Vote by mail: Feb. 8 – April 1

County Tax Assessor-Collector

Paul Labuda
www.paullabuda.com
228-0113

Adan Ballesteros 
www.adanballesteros.com
913-5236
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Current Listings Current Listings

PFLuGervILLe  - 78660 rOunD rOCk - 78681

1308 Willow bluff Drive
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Marc Contreras

$172,500
789-2779

1514 Woodhill Drive
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Jim Clark

$158,500
789-3085

1415 Cora Marie Cove
4 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Mary “B”

$185000
258-6677

1906 Lime rock Drive
3 Br. / 2.5 Ba.
Agent: Sandra Smith

$214,950
789-6440

1406 haley Grey Drive

Address                 City Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent / Owner Phone

4215 Meadow Vista Lane RR 4/3.5 3106 $274,900 nicole Boynton 289-4663

2016 Balsam Way RR 3/2 1440 $119,500 Jerry castillo 646-1303

1227 Swenson Farms Pf 5/4 4557 $299,900 terri Butt 635-4434

3935 eagles nest St. RR 3/2 1997 $159,900 Jim clark 789-3085

1132 Alexandria Way RR 4/2.5 2854 $199,000 Mike Minns  785-9157

4013 Harvey Penick RR 4/3.5 3676 $379,500 Robert Fischer 791-0229

1800 Secluded Willow cove Pf 4/2 1962 $189,500 Joetta Houghton 670-2170

643 Reggie Jackson trail RR 3/3.5 2442 $158,000 Brandon tomasini 264-5773

1705 Lobo Mountain Lane RR 3/2.5 1957 $155,900 Gustavo tostado 751-1969

Realtors / Owners: Submit your properties free at realestate@impactnews.com

3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Jerry Castillo

$163,900
646-1303

1804 Lime rock Drive
4 Br. / (NA) Ba.
Agent: Karen McGrath

$214,900
940-4057

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Local residential Listings
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round rock West

neighborhood amenities

One of the first neighborhoods to 
be built west of IH 35,  Round Rock 
West is just minutes away from La 
Frontera Shopping Center and the local 
businesses downtown.

• Large yards • Neighborhood 
• Trails                        association
• Greenbelt  • Round Rock West 
• Wooded lots    Park with pond, 
    tennis, pavillion
Schools
• Deep Wood Elementary School
• Chisholm Trail Middle School
• Round Rock High School

Park Place

neighborhood amenities

Recently built, Park Place is a quiet 
neighborhood nestled between Black 
Locust and Pflugerville Parkway.

• HOA  • Community pool
• Park  • Large lots
• Conveniently located near the 
developing Stone Hill Shopping Center

Schools
• Brookhollow Elementary School
• Park Crest Middle School
• Pflugerville High School 
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Monthly home sales

Key Stats

Data provided by Nason Hengst (nasonh@remax.net)

market    Data

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 million + 

134

878

857

920

379

109

32

1

0

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

52

683

605

320

9

1

-

-

-

41

43

54

62

85

102

114

-

-

41

45

65

85

40

199

-

-

-

Dec. 2007*

Dec. 2006

Nov. 2007

Oct. 2007

Sept. 2007

August 2007

July 2007

June 2007

May 2007

162

250

174

224

226

266

276

314

286

Month  

114

108

123

103

117

147

153

140

131

On the market
Dec. 1 - 31

Round RockRound Rock PflugervillePflugerville

$171,896

$168,213

$165,788

$160,258

$172,531

$166,232

$165,213

$167,297

$161,533

$208,534

$198,534

$219,722

$206,065

$216,674

$222,665

$217,475

$210,943

$205,450

+6

Change in average selling price  
during last year

round rock round rock

Pflugerville Pflugerville
+$9,766 -88
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3,300 sq.ft.

7.5 acres

8,000 sq. ft.

26,100 sq. ft.

Agent: Rod Morgan

Agent: Don Quick

Agent: Darren Quick

Agent: John Doyal
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$2,250,000

$12 per sq. ft (annual) +NNN
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255-3000
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Round Rock
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homes sold during last year

1

3

2
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round rock and Pflugerville MLS area

Address                 City Size Price Agent / Owner Phone

1430 Picadilly dr. Pf 7.9 acres $730,000 Grace Young 940-5817

1524 Picadilly dr. Pf 5.3 acres $475,200 Grace Young 940-5817

600 Round Rock West RR 836 sq. ft. $17.94 per sq. ft./per year Rod Morgan 255-8873

1001 Palm Valley Blvd. RR 1.23 acres Rod Morgan 255-8873
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Park Crest Middle School, and the Pflugerville Commu-
nity Library will triple in size at its existing location on 
Pecan Street. 

Mayor Jeff Coleman also plans to announce a  
proposed site for city hall on FM 685, just north of Pfluger-
ville Parkway.

“We have the capability to build a complete civic center,” 
Coleman said. “We can build on the idea of being a place, 
a place Pflugerville can be proud of and people will take 
notice.”

On the ballot, each proposition will be listed separately, 
so if one does not pass, the voters can still approve the 
other two. The propositions must receive a simple majority 
to pass. 
Game plan

A former superintendent of Pflugerville Independent 
School District, Spoonemore describes the bond project as 
a quality of life issue. He admits that the bond will bring an 
increase to homeowners’ property tax rate, which ranks as 
one of the highest in Central Texas. 

“Yes, it will take a very small tax increase,” he said. “But 
as we are getting more retail and industrial outlets, hope-
fully that will pay for much of it, so it will only cost people 
for a few years.”

Spoonemore was already serving on the finance and 
budget committee and library board when he became 
chair of the bond committee. The other 12 members were 
either from similar committees or appointed by council 
members. 

Forming in January 2007 and continuing through Au-
gust, the bond committee created the frame for the propo-
sitions. They chose the three that will be on the ballot based 
on council interest. Spoonemore said it was suggested that 
they not get involved in choosing a location for city hall, 
which he is glad was not required of him because that is a 
difficult topic. 

“They need city hall the most,” he said. “The shame is 
that it is most controversial.”
City hall

Downtown business owners want city hall to stay in the 
historic center of the community. They appeared at several 
council meetings last fall when they learned the council 
might move the site closer to Toll 130, which has been de-
scribed as the new front door to Pflugerville.

The ballot language will probably not name a specific 
site, according to council member Bruce Wood. He also 
said downtown cannot provide adequate space for a new 
hall.

“Downtown does not have a large enough footprint for 
where Pflugerville wants to go,” he said. “Downtown will 
find its own nice niche, but it is not going to be a major 
retail center. It is not going to be the heart of Pflugerville. 
It’s just not.”

Coleman said the council is negotiating a deal with 
the Barth Timmerman family to donate or partially sell 

enough land just south of the future Stone Hill Town 
Center and north of the Wal-Mart Supercenter to build 
a city hall. The 45,000 sq. ft. building would sit above 
19 acres of parkland overlooking a five-acre pond with 
fountains and other water features. On the opposite 
side, the city might build an amphitheater. 

The soonest the council anticipates any projects be-
ing completed is in 2010. In exchange for the land, the 
city will build road access to the hall, which creates the 
transportation infrastructure Timmerman needs for 
development of the rest of his property.
Library 

The city hall has received the most attention from the 
public, but Spoonemore considers the other proposi-
tions almost as important. Pflugerville’s current library 
opened in 1999 with 12,500 sq. ft. Spoonemore, who 
just left the library board, said usage is growing 15 per-
cent a year. 

The city already purchased land on the west side of 
the library to prepare for the growth. The proposed ex-
pansion would add around 30,000 sq. ft.

“It does not take very long then until you run out 
of space,” he said. “We have maxed out the shelf space, 
maxed out all the popular Internet space. There is com-
munity-wide use of the library for meetings so we need 
more meeting space.” 

Although the committee originally planned to in-
clude $1 million for an animal shelter, the council opt-
ed not to include it in the final ballot language. 

Wood said he thought it was more money than nec-
essary for the shelter. He also thought it might cause the 
library proposal to be rejected by voters. 

continued FRoM |1

Bond election

“If we need to improve care for the dogs, we should 
just put the money towards it. I don’t think it is neces-
sary to have a bond election,” he said. 
recreation center

Instead of spending bond money on the animal shel-
ter, the council put more towards the recreation center 
— almost four million more. That does not include land 
purchase because the city already owns property on 
Pfennig Lane, which is the tentative choice for a center.

An indoor pool is one of the anticipated major ex-
penses. With the addition of a second heated rehabili-
tative pool, the total recreation center project was esti-
mated to cost $15.7 million at a Nov. 13 council meeting. 
So instead of the $12 million first recommended to the 
council, the members said they wanted to increase the 
amount to $16 million.

Glenn Holzer, who is the director of the Parks and 
Recreation Department, said direction came from the 
citizen-based parks and recreation commission. His 
staff also documented what services are used most at 
the existing center on Immanuel Road, which was built 
eight years ago for $1.5 million.

“[The center] has been at capacity pretty much since 
we opened it,” he said. “It has served us very well, but it’s 
simply not big enough.”

He said indication from the council suggested the 
center will have two gyms, two basketball courts, two 
pools and a weight room. In overall space, it will be 
similar to the Clay Madsen Recreation Center on Gattis 
School Road.

If the city council declares the bond election, then 
voting will take place May 10 with the city election.  

.

Room to grow : Where to put a new recreation center, city hall and library expansion
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LIOnS CLub
service    orGanization by tiffany young

Texas Lions Camp
4100 San antonio hwy.

Kerrville, Texas
www.texaslionscamp.com

A handicapped camper rides  
at the Lions Camp

Austin Lions Sight Conservation is a coalition of 
Lions Clubs in the immediate Austin area that 
provides eye examinations and glasses to children 
from the Austin Independent School District. This 
program provided over 46,000 eye examinations 
and glasses to those in need from 2005-2006.

Mobile Health Screening Units provide Central 
Texas adults screening for vision, glaucoma, hearing, 
blood sugar and blood pressure.  This program 
is designed to predict health issues before they 
become problems.  The screening unit is available 
for everyone.

Periodic fund-raisers are conducted both by 
individual clubs and the ALSCC, including a chili 
cook-off and rummage sale held south of Austin 
each year.  All proceeds from ALSCC-sponsored 
projects are used to purchase eyeglasses and 
provide necessary eye examinations for those 
students referred by AISD.  

PFLuGervILLe LIOnS CLub 
 President - Guy Gebbia 
251-5466  
Lions Hall 
Second and fourth Mondays/7 p.m.
500 N. Railroad Ave.

rOunD rOCk nOOn LIOnS
President - Shirley Dillman
238-7605
620 Cafe & Bakery
First, second, third and fourth 
Thursdays/noon
9100 Round Rock Ave.

Lions club brings gift of sight

Last summer 1,538 campers attended the 
Texas Lions Camp, a residential camp-
ing facility for children with physical 
disabilities, Type 1 diabetes and cancer, 
sponsored by the Lions Clubs of Texas.
Located in Kerrville, the 504 acres of hilly 
terrain has everything a typical camp 
would: a swimming pool, arts and crafts, 
trails, an extensive ropes course and many 
other activities for children to enjoy. What 
makes this camp unique is its large staff 
and wheelchair accessibility that provides 
for campers with unique needs. Also, each 
child is made a winner when he or she 
receives an award during a ceremony on 
the last day of camp.

“There are activities from the time they 
get up in the morning until they go to 

bed,” Board of Director of the Texas Lions 
Club and Round Rock Lions Club member 
Adrien Drouilhet said.

Drouilhet, a retired superintendent, has 
been involved in the Texas Lions Camp for 
22 years and has lost count of how many 
children he’s sponsored. 

He said he attended Boy Scout Camp 
as a child and loved it, so helping with the 
Texas Lions Camp made sense.

“I think it’s important for children with 
special needs to experience the camping 
experience,” he said.

About 120 counselors ranging in age 
from 18 to 26 years old are needed each 
summer and 17 full-time staff members are 
employed to run the camp.

The camp is equipped for special needs 

campers, but there are some limitations, 
such as children who need 24-hour care.

In order to offer the camp at no cost to 
parents, Lions Clubs across Texas pay dues, 
sponsor campers, and many participate 
in three weekend sessions in the spring to 
prepare the facilities. The amount to spon-
sor one camper for a week is about $1,600, 
and all campers must be sponsored by a 
Lions Club.

Lions Club International is the largest 
service organization in the world. Texas 
has 31,000 Lions Club members serving in 
more than 970 clubs and 16 districts.

“So many other organizations were more 
business oriented and did service on the 
side,” North Austin Fundraiser chair Seth 
Brower said. “But the Lions Club does it 
the other way around, so it’s service first 
and business second.

Though it is up to local Lions Clubs to 
make sure sponsored campers have trans-
portation to the camp, Drouilhet encour-
ages parents to drop off and pick up their 
children, since camping is a new experi-
ence that may be intimidating. Funds also 
come from donations from individuals and 
other service organizations.

“Once upon a time service organizations 
worked on their own, but now we’re realiz-
ing it’s more synergistic to work together,” 
Drouilhet said. “That’s what it takes–every-
one working together.”

Children are not chosen for camp based 
on financial need. All campers are given 
the same access regardless of their parents’ 
financial need or lack thereof.

This year’s application process began Jan. 
15 and campers are chosen on a first-come, 
first-served basis with first-time campers 
given priority over returning campers.

There are six one-week camps for physi-
cally handicapped children, two one-week 
sessions for diabetic children and a seventh 
week dedicated to day campers and chil-
dren with cancer. 

“Rarely do we turn a physically disabled 
child away,” said Drouilhet, adding that the 
diabetic sessions fill up very quickly since 
there are only 200 spots.

For more information on the Texas Lions 
Camp, visit www.texaslionscamp.com.

Handicapped camper tries out the rope course.
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In 1948, when Joe Lee Johnson brought 
his young family to live in the town where 
he was raised, Round Rock had 1,400 resi-
dents. Both Georgetown and Taylor were 
larger in size. IH 35 expressway did not 
exist. West along RM 620 lay ranchland 
owned by the Robinson and Beck families 
and small homes around the area known 
as Old Town. Round Rock Medical Center 
was not built, Round Rock High School 
was where C.D. Fulkes Middle School is 
now, and the blacks went to a separate 
school, Hopewell School, located on Mc-
Neil Road southwest of downtown.

The town centered around Main Av-
enue, and most residents could walk to 
one of the three grocery stores on that 
street to do their shopping. At the movie 
theater, 80-year-old Mellownie Johnson, 
widow of Joe Lee, said the black commu-
nity sat upstairs and their white neighbors 
downstairs.

Joe Lee loved Round Rock because 
everybody knew everybody. Before he was 
drafted to serve in the Korean conflict, he 
invested in land once owned by his great-
aunt. He continued investing in his city 
for many years by buying property in the 
downtown area known as the Flats. His 
Aunt Petronella, who also lived down-
town, married Garfield McConico who 
was the first black city councilman and 
mayor pro tem from 1969 to 1977. 

After the military, Joe Lee received his 

community     icon
MeLLOWnIe JOhnSOn

degree through the GI Bill, which offered 
free higher education to veterans, from 
Samuel Huston College, now Huston-
Tillotson University in Austin. Mellownie 
began her studies there after graduating 
from the high school in Georgetown, a 
rare career step for most young ladies of 
that time. When Joe Lee graduated, he 
moved his family to a house he had built 
on his property. Mellownie still lives in 
that house and acts as landlord to most of 
the homes and businesses within a two-
block radius. After Joe Lee died in 1994, 
Mellownie sold one of her lots to the city 
so that a parking lot could be built for the 
growing downtown library. 

They both distinguished themselves 
as educators in the small town. Joe Lee 
became principal and teacher at Hopewell 
for nearly 20 years. Mellownie eventually 
began teaching there, too.

In 1966, Round Rock had three public 
schools. Mellownie does not remember 
where Joe Lee taught when the schools 
integrated that year and Hopewell closed, 
only that he taught math. When he retired 
in 1986, the school district honored him, 
and among other things named a street 
after him for a short time. She speaks of 
the school integration matter-of-factly.

“I kind of knew there wouldn’t be any 
trouble integrating,” she said, “because I 
had been working summers at the court-
house. There were just one or two blacks, 

by Cathy kinCaid

Joe Lee Johnson

Mellownie  Johnson
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but there was no trouble. Sure enough, it 
just didn’t matter when the school inte-
grated. It was all very smooth. I think it 
was because all the kids had always played 
together and knew each other, and all the 
parents knew each other since they were 
kids, too.”

  Mellownie’s eyes light up most when 
she begins to talk of the many third-grade 
children she taught at Berkman Elemen-
tary between 1966 and 1986. 

“Those little kids would just snuggle up 
to me and sit on my lap. They would tickle 
me to death and cover me with kisses and 
hugs. Some of them would say I was their 
black mama.”

Today she is still known as Mama, not 
only to her children, Joe Douglas and Cora 
Ellen, who live within a block of her, but 
also to the neighbors who wave and say 
“Hi Mama” when she is out walking. 

Hopewell School 
 
 From “Historical Round Rock, Texas” by 
Karen R. Thompson and Jane H. Digesualdo 

In 1909, the Colored School District Trust-
ees of Round Rock purchased land from 
Mitchell and Belle Mays to build a school. 

When the Round Rock Common School 
District voted to incorporate in May 1913, 
the black school fell under the jurisdiction 
of the newly created district. The school 
was held in temporary quarters until 1922, 
when the two-room school opened south-
west of downtown. 

Originally the school term was five months, 
but when the new building opened the 
term was extended to six months. In 1928 
a seven-month term was established and 
remained that for many years. 

After the eighth grade, Pflugerville stu-
dents who wished to continue their educa-
tion either went into Austin to L.C. Ander-
son or took a bus to Hopewell in Round 
Rock. By the time the schools integrated 
in 1966, there were eight teachers, and 
home economics, business and band were 
offered as electives. 

Hopewell School was one of the first black schools built in Williamson County.

Inside the Hopewell meeting center, the walls are dedicated to 
those who attended the school and the efforts to preserve the 
history of the school. One wall displays some of the alumni of 
the school, including Joe Lee Johnson who was not only the last 
principal, but also one of the school’s graduates.

After the school closed in 1966, it was used as 
a transportation facility by the school district 
before it was closed and the property sold. By 
1999, the building was nearly demolished. 
Leaders in the African-American community 
created ideas for relocation and renovation. In 
2000, the building was moved next to Round 
Rock High School. It is now a teacher training 
and meeting facility for the district.
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invest in the land, which is already home to 
the Round Rock Higher Education Center 
and Seton Medical Center Williamson. 

His family, which traces back to some of 
the community’s first settlers, does not plan 
to sell too quickly. They are not develop-
ers. They can just claim farmland and a rich 
heritage, John said. 

“We have a gift that is from five gen-
erations of pioneers who worked, so we 
thought, ‘What would be a memorial to 
their efforts?’” he said.

His answer: A mecca of education and 
medical resources.

If anyone wants to build on the Avery 
land, they must prove their project would 
fit this niche, John said.
Dream for the farm

In the end, he would like to see an au-
thentic town center development. Students 
and doctors would come to study or prac-
tice in the area and then complementary 
residential and commercial growth would 
fill those needs. He does not want to build 
houses and hope people come because he 
thinks a sustainable community first re-
quires a reason for people to come, such as 
a school or a hospital.

That is why the Averys offered to donate 
nine acres to Austin Community College 
and 15 acres to Texas A&M University. They 
previously gave 101 acres for the RRHEC, 
which is a Texas State University-San Mar-
cos campus that has plans to expand.

“We are glad to do it, if you will build 
bigger, better, faster,” Charles Avery said.

 In May, Round Rock voters will decide 
whether to join ACC’s taxing district. The 
two-year college system wants to build its 
largest campus on University Boulevard, 
which would serve around 10,000 stu-
dents.  

 “If [the proposition] passes, then the 
campus will break ground the next day,” 
Charles said.

Another project began to form after the 
Texas Legislature dedicated $9 million in 
2007 to Texas A&M to support a Round 
Rock medical program. Now the school 
plans to bring around 16 medical students 
in the third year of studies this June who 
will work within the Scott & White, Seton, 
St. David’s HealthCare and Lone Star Circle 
of Care systems. 

The administration staff has leased space 
in Old Town Square on IH 35 near Hwy. 
79 where it will stay for the next two years. 
For a permanent campus, the Texas A&M 
System Board of Regents decided Jan. 25 
to accept the offer, as well as purchase an 
additional 10 acres at a reduced price for 
$1,306,800. The fair market value for the 
total property is estimated to be more than 
$8 million. 

With these major colleges and hospitals 
in place, John said he will allow other de-
velopment to build on the farm only when 
it matches the vision. At this point, the land 
is zoned agriculturally, although the infra-
structure such as water and utilities is in 
place. 

A portion of the former Missouri-Kan-
sas railroad right-of-way cuts through the 
family land. It is a corridor that may be a 
part of the proposed Austin-San Antonio 

Commuter Rail, which would run from 
Georgetown to San Antonio. John said he 
supports the concept with limitations — he 
wants a station on the Avery farm. 

Then an intra-community bus line 
could circulate around the schools and 
go down University Boulevard to the 
Round Rock Premium Outlet, Scott & 
White University Medical Campus and 
IKEA, Charles said. It would be similar 
to the ‘Dillo trolley in downtown Austin.  
Domino effect 

The concept is a little different from 
past endeavors. With their cousins, the  
Averys also used to own the land, which is 
now the Avery Ranch community along  
Parmer Lane. 

When relatives expressed a desire to sell 
the property, John said they asked it “be de-
veloped in a respectful way.” 

They donated more than 100 acres for a 
golf course to make sure the property would 
maintain value no matter who owned it. Af-
ter everything was sold, that was the end of 
plans for major property ventures. He, his 
brothers and sister planned to leave the farm 
for a future generation. 

Then Seton Family of Hospitals represen-
tatives approached the family.  

The Averys had a long-standing rela-
tionship with the healthcare system. All of 
John’s siblings were born in Austin at the old 
Seton Infirmary, his father was an attorney 
for them and their mother was on the Seton   
Development Board.

Charles said his father, whose first name 
he bears, was a strong Baptist, but laughed 
that he was involved with the Catholic Sis-
ters of Charity through Seton to cover all his 
bases. 

So the Averys agreed to sell the land. 
Ground broke in September 2006, and this 
month Seton Medical Center Williamson 
opens as one of the largest Central Texas 
hospitals with more than 360,000 sq. ft. of 
space. The Averys also donated $1 million in 
December to the Seton Williamson Founda-
tion in memory of their parents. 

Since then, John has seen increased inter-
est in the remainder of the property.

The donations are what their ancestors 
would have wanted, he said. In the 1850s, 
Arvid and Anna Lena Nelson settled the 
area. Their descendents eventually built 
Palm Valley Lutheran Church — and includ-
ed a school. Later in the early 1900s, John 
A. Nelson led the community to give nine 
acres, $7,000 and a well for Trinity Lutheran 
College in Round Rock, according to histo-
rian Karen Thompson. Eventually in 1929, 
due to financial strains, the school joined 
with another campus and moved to Seguin 
to become Texas Lutheran University. The 
building, which is still on Main Avenue, is 
now Trinity Care Center. 

John points to a Biblical parable as his 
family’s motivation for their land use. In the 
Book of Matthew, three servants are entrust-
ed with their master’s gold. One of the ser-
vants keeps it safe until the master’s return, 
while the other two “put his money to work” 
and double the amount. 

“We feel like this is our time, our place,” 
John said. “We believe the highest and best use 
is something that helps our community.”

continued FRoM |1

Avery farm



FEBRUARY 2008 23impAct nEws.com

     When higher education insititutions began to express interest in the 
property around FM 1460 and University Boulevard, the Avery family 
prepared this plan for what the future could hold for their property. 

Round Rock Higher Education Center, 
opened 2005

Seton Medical Center Williamson 
opens this month as the largest 
hospital in the county. 

Tour the center at  
www.impactnews.com.

Austin Community College plans to build 
its biggest campus to serve around 10,000 
students at this site if Round Rock voters  
approve the city joining the ACC taxing 
district. The election is May 10. For the  
story about the ACC petition, read our  
June archives at www.impactnews.com.

Chapel

Lobby

Main entrance

If funding becomes available, the Austin-San 
Antonio Commuter Rail might run along the 
abandoned Missouri-Kansas rail corridor from 
Georgetown to San Antonio by 2012. If that 
happens, the Avery family would like a rail sta-
tion in the community.

For the story about commuter rail, see our 
January archives at www.impactnews.com. 

The Avery family has donated 15 acres 
at this site and offered to sell additional 
property to Texas A&M Univeristy for a me 
dical campus.  The Texas A&M System Board 
of Regents accepted the offer Jan. 25.

What could be
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For nearly three days, Suddenlink Communications cable TV cus-
tomers in Pflugerville, Georgetown and Leander trying to watch their 
local NBC station, KXAN, saw a blue screen with a statement from 
their cable company saying it failed to reach a contract agreement 
with LIN TV, KXAN’s parent company, by the end of the year. Sud-
denlink was required by LIN TV to drop the feed for KXAN Jan. 1.

By late in the day Jan. 3, NBC was available again on channel four – 
but not via Austin affiliate KXAN. Suddenlink announced that after-
noon it signed a long-term contract with Temple NBC affiliate KCEN. 
Suddenlink said it was hearing from customers that they wanted to 
see their regular TV shows on NBC, and KCEN was an immediate 
solution.

When asked if KXAN will be back on the air through its cable ser-
vices, Suddenlink said LIN TV has declined all proposals to date. 

“We are delighted to speak with LIN TV but that’s up to them,” said 
Suddenlink Communications Vice President of Community Relations 
Pete Abel.

KXAN President and General Manager Eric Lassberg said they are 
very disappointed that Suddenlink chose to go with an NBC affiliate 
that delivers Waco news to Austin-area residents.

“Suddenlink has said that their customers just want NBC program-
ming, but we don’t think that’s accurate. Many people have e-mailed 
us and called us, saying they want to see Stephanie Serna’s reporting 
on Williamson County and Jim Spencers’ weather report. [Waco 
news] is not what they want. Everyone was surprised by it,” Lassberg 
said.

LIN TV issued a press release Dec. 31 stating that it has successfully 
reached agreements with other subscription-based television services 
for “fair market value of LIN TV’s stations,” but an agreement had not 
yet been reached with Suddenlink.

“The price LIN TV is asking from KXAN is half of any top 40 cable 
network,” Lassberg said. “For example, we’re asking for one-tenth 
of the price Suddenlink pays TNT on a per viewer basis to air their 
network.”

As part of Suddenlink’s cable TV package, customers are charged 
a monthly fee for local stations, which through cable have a stronger 
feed and a clearer picture. LIN TV is negotiating for a portion of the 
money Suddenlink makes for the cable broadcast of KXAN.

Suddenlink says it did “everything in its power to prevent this from 
happening,” and that LIN TV has declined repeated offers and the 
request for an extension, forcing Suddenlink to remove KXAN from 
the broadcasting line up under penalty of law and against their will.

Suddenlink offices are located at 201 E. Walter Ave. in Pflugerville, 
111 N. College St. in Georgetown and 409 Crystal Falls Parkway in 
Leander.

In January, LIN TV and DISH Network announced a special offer 
for viewers in LIN TV’s markets where a station like KXAN is cur-
rently unavailable. New DISH Network subscribers in this area will 
receive a $50 prepaid MasterCard via mail.

Suddenlink and KXAN have both said that the negotiation process 
is currently stalled, but indicate they are open to continue the discus-
sion. However, it is not clear what it will take for this to happen. 

More information is available on KXAN’s Web site, www.kxan.com. 
Suddenlink is also providing updates on its contract negotiations with 
LIN TV via a blog at www.suddenlink.wordpress.com. 

KCEN is the NBC affiliate for Waco, Killeen and Temple. It is 
owned by the family of the late Frank W. Mayborn, publishers of the 
Temple Daily Telegram.

insiDe    information
ChanneL PrOvIDerS

Dish network

Cost for installation: $49.99  
(returned with first bill)
Range in monthly fees: $29.99-$89.99
Set-up time: Two to three days
Amount of channels: 300+ 
High-definition: 75 channels
Other: Provides service through satellite. 
Contact: www.dishnetwork.com, 1-888-DISH-950

Local extended channel providers
Typically, traditional cable providers, such as Suddenlink and Time Warner Cable 
do not cross markets, according to roger heaney, a Time Warner spokesperson. 
That is because the cost of installing parallel cables rarely balances with the 
customer-base expansion. each provider of cable and satellite channels presents 
their offerings differently and prices regularly change.

Federal law will require by Feb. 17, 2009 
that all full-power television broadcast 
stations broadcast in digital format only 
and not in analog format.

The law was mandated by the U.S. 
Congress to free analog frequencies for 
public safety communications, such as 
police, fire and emergency rescue, as 
well as open frequencies for commercial 
wireless services. It is considered a more 
efficient transmission technology.

viewers with cable/satellite 
Viewers should contact the cable/
satellite provider for details. It is not 
expected to have much effect.

viewers with no cable/satellite
The type of TV a viewer uses is important. 
Purchase a built-in digital tuner or a 
digital-ready monitor with a separate 
digital tuner set-top box, along with a 
regular antenna for the roof or TV.

If a viewer owns an analog TV, purchase 
a digital-to-analog set-top converter box 
to attach to the TV.

Starting Jan. 1 and until March 31, 2009, 
U.S. households can request up to two 
coupons to purchase digital-to-analog 
converter boxes. TVs purchased after May 
25, 2007 should contain a digital tuner or 
have labeling that says they do not. 

Source: Federal Communications Commission, 
www.fcc.gov and Time Warner Cable

Digital transition
The end of analog TV

by amy stansbury

Negotiation stalled 
between Suddenlink 
and owner of KXAN

aT&T u-verse

Cost for installation: Free (temporary)
Range in monthly fees: $44-$99,  
Set-up time: One to two weeks (varies)
Amount of channels: 330 +
High-definition: 38 channels
Other: Provides service through cable. 
Limited on a house-by-house basis. 
Visit the Web site to learn if a home qualifies. 
Contact: www.att.com, 733-8992

Suddenlink 

Cost for installation: Varies
Range in monthly fees: $18.99 +
Set-up time: One to two days
Amount of channels: 300+
High-definition: 21 channels
Other: Provides service through cable.  
Not available in Round Rock.
Contact: www.suddenlink.com, 1-888-822-5151

Time Warner Cable 

Cost for installation: Varies
Range in monthly fees: $19.95-$63.30 
Set-up time: Two to five days
Amount of channels: 300+
High-definition: 47+ channels 
extra movie channels with HD-VOD
Other: Provides service through cable.  
Not available in Pflugerville. 
Contact: www.timewarnercable.com 

kCen Coverage
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620 Cafe & Bakery
910 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock • 255-3888

Cakes ‘N More
602 McNeil Road, Ste. 106
Round Rock • 228-1096

Carol’s Creations
1301 Highmeadows Cove
Round Rock • 215-9071 
www.biggcatering.samsbiz.com

Cookie Haus
101 N. Fourth St.
Pflugerville • 989-7300

El Hornito Bakery
2110 W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville • 990-7751

Fantasy Cakes
1910 Hermitage Drive, Ste. 103
Round Rock • 310-2534

The Flan Company
4674 Priem Lane
Pflugerville • 244-6517

Icing on the Cake
1704 Serenity Drive
Pflugerville • 251-7487

Juarez Bakery
1701 S. Mays St.
Round Rock • 255-6262

Lone Star Bakery
106 W. Liberty Ave. 
Round Rock • 255-7268

Simon Lee Bakery
2700 W. Pecan St. 
Pflugerville • 990-4888

Bakeries

Catering
620 Café & Bakery
910 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock • 244-1009

Al Capone’s Restaurant
13609 N. IH 35
Round Rock • 238-7666
www.alcaponesaustin.com

Amigo’s Barbeque Grill
1466 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 108
Pflugerville • 989-0123

Antonio’s Mexican Restaurant
16912 N. IH 35
Round Rock • 238-8969
www.antoniostexmex.com

Austin’s Pizza
3750 Gattis School Road
Round Rock • 795-8888
www.austinspizza.com

Bandidos Mexican Food
800 W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville • 990-8026

Baris Pasta and Pizza
1501 W. Pecan St., Ste. 100
Pflugerville • 989-8900

Beluga Japanese Cuisine
661 Louis Henna Blvd., Ste. 300
Round Rock • 255-6454
www.belugasuishi.net

Big-G’s Bar-B-Que 
and Catering
415 C Texas Ave.
Round Rock • 773-4027
gisaacks@att.net
www.biggcatering.samsbiz.com

Bo Asian Bistro
2177 La Frontera Blvd., Ste. 260
Round Rock • 388-6002
 
Brooklyn Pie Co.
2711 La Frontera Blvd., Ste. 330
Round Rock • 255-1414
www.brooklynpie.com

Casa Garcia’s Restaurant  
and Cantina
15803 Windermere Drive, Ste. 601
Pflugerville • 989-2524

Cherole’s Cakes and Catering
901 Garden Path Drive
Round Rock • 310-1115

China Wok
1102 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock • 310-1191

Danny’s Bar-B-Que 
and Catering
109 Pecan St. (Knebel’s Tavern)
Pflugerville • 589-0479

Delaware Sub Shop Round Rock
1401 S. IH 35
Round Rock • 388-1888
www.delawaresub.com

Dot’s Place
15803 Windermere Drive, Ste. 201
Pflugerville • 252-9300

El Matador
113 W. Main Ave.
Round Rock • 255-9777

El Rincon
200 E. Pecan St.
Pflugerville • 990-0250
www.elrincon.biz

El Rincon
1227 N. IH 35
Round Rock •  388-7600
www.el-rincon.biz

European Bistro
111 E. Main St.
Pflugerville • 835-1919
www.european-bistro.com

Firehouse Subs
3151 S. IH 35
Round Rock • 310-0300

Garcia’s Café
410 W. Main Ave.
Round Rock • 671-7733

Gino’s Italian Restaurant
1701 S. Mays St., Ste. B
Round Rock • 218-9922 
www.ginosroundrock.com

Greek Pita House
15803 Windermere Drive, Ste. 204
Pflugerville • 670-1000
www.greekpitahouse.com

Gumbo’s Louisiana Style Café
901 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock • 671-7925
www.gumbolouisianastylecafe.com

Happy Dragon Chinese Bistro
661 Louis Henna Blvd.
Round Rock • 828-3321

HAO-HAO
1205 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 135
Round Rock • 388-322
www.haohaotx.com

Junior’s Grill and Icehouse
119 E. Main Ave.
Round Rock • 310-7777
www.juniorsgrill.com

La Margarita
1530 N. IH 35
Round Rock • 388-1103
www.lamargarita.us

Louisiana Longhorn 
Café
200B E. Main Ave.
Round Rock • 248-2900 
www.
louisianalonghorncafe.
com

Lucky Dog Chicago Style Grill
2000 N. IH 35 
Round Rock • 828-4300

Mangia Chicago  
Stuffed Pizza
1700 E. Palm Valley Blvd.,  
Ste. 300
Round Rock • 238-6300
www.mangiapizza.com

Mesa Rosa
2850 IH 35
Round Rock • 388-1103
www.mesarosa.com

Mesa Rosa
15515 RM 620
Round Rock • 218-1818
www.mesarosa.com

Pacific Star and Oyster Bar
351 W. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock • 255-3535

Peking Palace
110 N. IH 35, Ste. 240
Round Rock • 255-6952

Pizza and Wing Pfactory
1202 FM 685, Ste. B5
Pflugerville • 990-3587
www.pflugervillepizza.com

Pok-e-Jo’s
1202 N. IH 35, Ste. C
Round Rock • 388-7578
www.pokejos.com

Red Onion Market
1920 Sam Bass Road
Round Rock • 238-9891
www.redonionmarket.com

Restaurant El Chef
2000 Sam Bass Road, Ste. 101
Round Rock • 388-5307
www.restaurantelchef.com

Road Runner Café 
and Catering
3101 N. IH 35 
Round Rock • 255-8826

Rocca’s Pizza
920 E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
Round Rock • 246-3451
www.roccapizza.com
 
Johnny T’s Round Rock BBQ
1318 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock • 255-7578

Saccone’s Pizza
1205 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock • 255-3300
www.saccones.com

Smokey Mo’s Bar-B-Q
1601 S. IH 35, Ste. 320
Round Rock • 828-4050
www.smokeymosbbq.com

Springhill Restaurant
1119 FM 1825 
Pflugerville • 251-0159

Event Planning Guide

While we strive to include all local businesses, this guide was compiled based on available information and may not be comprehensive. 
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620 Florist
1308 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock • 244-2711

First Moment Flowers
4500 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock • 671-9992

Bloomin’ Across Texas
15307 FM 1825
Pflugerville • 251-2268
www.bloominacrosstexas.com

Bo-Kay Florist Inc. 
114 E. Main Ave.
Round Rock • 255-6144

Florists

Heartstrings Ink
102 N. Mays St.
Round Rock • 246-9315         
www.heartstringsink.com

K1 Graphics & Sign
1201 S. IH 35, Ste. 306
Round Rock • 238-1400
www.k1graphics.com

Minuteman Press
1611 Chisholm Trail, Ste. 175
Round Rock • 255-5510
www.printtexas.net

Premier Printing
15307 FM 1825, Ste. 2
Pflugerville • 251-0133

Stylevites
Round Rock • 248-0239
info@stylevites.com
www.stylevites.com

Invitations

Disc Jockey s
Mr. Thrill DJ and Bands
Round Rock • 671-6186  
mrthrill@austin.rr.com
www.mrthrill.com

Sound Choice Mobile DJ
and Karaoke Services
Round Rock • 238-9324
bruce.thomas@djsvc.com
www.djsvc.com

CPR Mobile DJs
Round Rock • 797-DJDJ (3535)
cprdj@austin.rr.com
www.cprmobiledjs.com

Venues
Allen R. Baca Center
301 W. Bagdad Ave. 
Round Rock • 218-5499
www.roundrocktexas.gov/bacacenter

American Legion Hall
1000 N. Georgetown St.
Round Rock • 388-9542

Arbor Pointe Event Centre
655 E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
Round Rock • 218-1218
info@arborpointevents.com
www.arborpointevents.com

Austin Marriott North
2600 La Frontera Blvd. 
Round Rock • 733-6767  
kristen.cepak@marriott.com
tracy.dunlap@marriot.com
www.austinmarriottnorth.com

Bella Notte on Main
201 E. Main Ave. 
Round Rock • 733-2352  
weddings@bellanotteonmain.com
www.bellanotteonmain.com

Brushy Creek Community 
Center
16318 Great Oaks Drive
Round Rock • 255-7871, ext. 203 
d.holloway@bcmud.org
www.brushycreekmud.com/
roomrentals.html

Casa Blanca on Brushy Creek
2211 Hairy Man Road 
Round Rock • 423-2146 
info@casablancaonbrushycreek.com
www.casablancatexas.com

Chateau on the Creek
2601 Sam Bass Road 
Round Rock • 733-8484
info@chateauonthecreek.com
www.chateauonthecreek.com
 
Forest Creek Golf Club
Event center
99 Twin Ridge Parkway
Round Rock • 388-2874
kendra@forestcreek.com
www.forestcreek.com

Forest Creek Country Club
Grand ballroom, covered pavilion
100 Twin Ridge Parkway 
Round Rock • 388-7777
info@forestcreekevents.com
www.austinevents.com

Green Red Barn
901 Hutto Road
Pflugerville • 251-5082
debd@cityofpflugerville.com
www.cityofpflugerville.com, go to 
Departments, Parks and Recreation, Parks Info

Fern Bluff MUD Community Center
7320 Wyoming Springs Drive 
Round Rock • 238-0606 
fbccc@austin.rr.com
www.fernbluffmud.org/center.htm

Kinningham house
1000 S. Creek Drive  
Round Rock
218-5540, option 5, 5
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Lake Creek Park
Pavilion, picnic areas, grills,  
playground, pool
Round Rock 
218-5540, option 5, 3
www.roundrocktexas.gov

McNeil Park
Pavilion, picnic areas, grills, 
tennis courts, softball fields
Round Rock 
218-5540, option 5, 4
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Old Settlers Park
Virg Rabb Pavilion  
Round Rock  
218-5540 option 5, 1
www.roundrocktexas.gov

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Old Settlers Park
Lakeview Pavilion  
Round Rock 
218-5540, option 5, 1
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Pfluger Hall
203 B E. Pecan St. 
Pflugerville • 251-0878
lgonzales@pflugervillefire.com
www.pflugervillefire.com

Pflugerville Lions Club Hall
500 N. Railroad Ave.
Pflugerville • 251-5466
www.lionsdistrict2s3.org/
PflugervilleHall.htm

Plantation House
3603 Kelly Lane
Pflugerville • 990-3800
luanna@plantationhouse.us
www.plantationhouse.us

Taco Madre
620 McNeil Road, Ste. 112
Round Rock • 716-1703
 
Teji’s Indian Food
1205 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 115
Round Rock • 244-3351 

Thundercloud Subs
1110 N. IH 35, Ste. D
Round Rock • 244-2468
www.thundercloud.com 

Tokyo Steak House  
& Sushi Bar
201 D Sundance Parkway
Round Rock • 388-7896
www.tokyo-steakhouse.com

Water Tank Too
15821 Central Commerce Drive
Pflugerville • 989-8100

Wicked Sandwiches
2051 Gattis School Road,  
Ste. 630
Round Rock • 244-9046

Zorba Greek Restaurant
2601 S. IH 35
Round Rock • 716-0100
www.zorbaroundrock.com

Flowers and Frills Inc.
103 W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville •251-8869

Haiku Fine Flowers
Pflugerville • 251-2727

Pflugerville Floral Design
1202 Fm 685, Ste. B1
Pflugerville • 252-2105
www.pflugervillefloraldesign.com

Pflugerville Florist
Pflugerville • 251-2010

Round Rock Florist
Round Rock • 244-9109

Snapdragon Flowers N’ 
Such
210 Round Rock Ave. 
Round Rock • 255-6158

Visual Lyrics
301 Glade View Dr.
Round Rock • 244-6720

While we strive to include all local businesses, this guide was compiled based on available information and may not be comprehensive. If you have questions or information, contact astansbury@impactnews.com.

Continued on page 29
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Absolute Fun Rentals
Round Rock • 585-JUMP (5867)
www.castlefactory.com
www.austinmoonwalks.com

 

Austin Party Rentals
Round Rock • 248-2000
susan@austinpartyrentals.com 
www.austinpartyrentals.com

Castle Moonwalks
Round Rock • 565-0447
greg@castlemoonwalks.com
www.castlemoonwalks.com

Cen-Tex Rental
15342 N. IH 35
Austin • 251-2245
jodylaird@yahoo.com
www.centexrentals.com

Event Planning Guide

Event Prince
Round Rock
775-5771 • 921-7403 
sales@eventprince.com
www.eventprince.com

Moonwalk Mom
Pflugerville • 809-8561
www.moonwalkmom.com

Moonwalk Plus
Round Rock • 293-4636
paul@moonwalkplus.com
www.moonwalkplus.com

Sandi’s Moonwalk
Round Rock • 251-6589
computerhelp@suddenlink.net
www.sandismoonwalk.com

Hop-A-Lot Moonwalks
Round Rock • 528-1233

RentalsRanch House at Teravista
4333 Teravista Club Drive 
Round Rock • 651-9850  
jthomasson@troongolf.com
www.teravistagolf.com

Rabb House
2009 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock • 218-5540, option 5, 6
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Round Rock West Park
Pavilion, picnic areas, tennis courts, 
playground, hike and bike trail
Round Rock • 218-5540, option 5, 2
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Round Rock Amphitheater
301 W. Bagdad Ave. • 218-5549
www.roundrocktexas.gov

United Heritage Center  
at Dell Diamond
3400 Palm Valley Blvd. 
Round Rock • 255-2255 
uhc@rrexpress.com
www.rrexpress.com/uhc

Williamson County Old 
Settler’s Association
Main building, gazebo, Rice’s 
Crossing Store, Palm Mansion
3300 Palm Valley Blvd. 
Round Rock • 388-1733
791-1107 www.wcosa.org

KEY: Party rental equipment 

Tables, chairs, linens

Tents

Moonwalks

Popcorn, cotton candy, snow 
cone machines

Balloons, balloon decorating

Margarita, slush machines

Bubble, foam, fog machines

continued
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Northwest Austin Baseball cards, signed memorabilia, posters, sports magazines 
and trading cards fill every corner of Card Traders of Austin.

Owner Walt Case has seen a change in the card trading business in the past 12 years 
since he and his partner bought Card Traders of Austin. Now, he said, there is more high-
end, expensive products in cards and memorabilia, and it’s more of an adult hobby than 
it used to be because of the higher prices. 

While baseball cards are still the biggest seller for trading cards, football cards have 
come on very strong in the past eight to 10 years, Case said, with basketball cards coming 
in third. The store also carries a variety of trade cards such as Magic: The Gathering and 
YuGiOh. 

“Magic’s been around since the ’90s,” said Case. “It’s not 
a large source of our business, but we do have about 10 to 
12 percent of our sales [from Magic].”

Most stock is bought from distributors or wholesalers, 
but the older memorabilia comes from individuals. 

For value, rookie cards and autographed cards ranging 
in price from $10-$3,000 is what most collectors look for. 
The most expensive card he has in stock is a 1953 Willie 
Mays card valued at $2,700.
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Northwest Austin When I asked owner Chuck 
Swisher for a bowl of sherbet at the end of my meal, he 
knew I was a long-time customer. I wasn’t yet born when 
the restaurant opened in 1983, but I grew up eating La 
Morada’s fresh food, watching the giant piranha swim 
through the restaurant’s fish tank and finishing my Mexi-
can meal with a bowl of sherbet brought to me by Chuck’s 
father, co-owner Ike Swisher. 

Things have changed since I was a kid. The piranha is 
still there, only now he’s stuffed and hangs on the wall, and 
the price of sherbet got so high they started handing out 
mints instead. But the food is the same colorful fare I’ve 
always enjoyed. 

The restaurant’s recipes are native to the Nuevo Laredo 
area, Chuck said. He is also quick to acknowledge that in-
deed Swisher is not a Mexican name, but what the family lacks in Mexican heritage, they 
have made up in education and experience.

n

Parmer Ln.

MoPac

La Morada

Eat more at La Morada 

Spicewood Springs Rd.

n
Card Traders of Austin

McNeil Dr.

Childhood hobby takes new value

Taylor Barbecue is arguably the cuisine 
of choice in Texas, and Louie Mueller 
[pronounced Miller] is home to some 
of the best in Central Texas. The food at 
Louie Mueller Barbeque has been keep-
ing people coming back for nearly 50 
years.  

The aroma of barbecue coming from 
the kitchen draws in customers. Regular 
diners line up each day to eat Mueller’s 
famous ribs, both pork and beef ($8.99 
a pound), which do not disappoint. The 
pieces of meat are large; one beef rib can 
make up a serving. 

Mueller’s restaurant on Second Street 
is located on the west side of downtown 
Taylor. The front of the building is red 
brick and rustic.

Inside, the walls are covered in old 
business cards, darkened by smoke and 
age. On one side of the room stands a table 
with iced tea and lemonade ($1.10) for customers to 
serve their own beverages. Soft drinks are available in 
bottles and cans ($1.10). 

Before becoming Louie Mueller’s, the restaurant 
was once a grocery store and served as a women’s 
basketball court in 1923. Louie Mueller started the 
business as a food store and later began barbecuing 
meat and selling it in the alley behind his store. 

Bobby Mueller purchased the restaurant from his father in 1974 and added potato 
salad and coleslaw to the menu. Bobby runs the restaurant and comes in to prepare and 
pit cook the barbecue. 

Talbot St.

95

79
BUS

Louie 
Mueller 

Barbeque

4th St.

3rd St.

2nd St.

n

Georgetown As a young man, 
Robert Wood had dreams of practicing 
environmental law, but after trying several 
times to get interested in a required ac-
counting course, his plans changed. Wood 
saw a sign for a physical therapist office in 
Austin and was intrigued by the thought.

“I was always interested in working with 
people,” Wood said. “I had always loved 
biological sciences. When I was taking 
a shuttle bus back and forth to school in 
Austin, I kept running across that sign.”

After doing some research and in-
terviewing a physical therapist in his 
hometown of San Angelo, Wood changed 
majors from pre-law to physical therapy, 
earning his degree from the University 
of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston in 
1974. 

After working in San Angelo and 
Victoria, he moved to Georgetown to set 

Local therapist works 
through challenges

n

Williams Dr.

I-35

29

Georgetown
Therapy

up a private practice in 1984. He helped 
develop physical therapy practices as a 
private contractor for the hospital.

“When I went to work as a contractor, 
it was myself and one physical therapy 
assistant. That relationship went well for 
14 years,” he said. “When I left, we had 
32 employees and contracts with nursing 
homes and the school district. We had 
opened up an out-patient center, a skilled 
nursing unit and the cardiac rehab.”

Wood established his own practice and 
opened Georgetown Therapy in 1998.

“[Having my own practice] is great. It 
gives you an appreciation for anyone who 
operates and manages any small business,” 
he said. “Running your own business is 
challenging. We’ve got a great staff.”

Like many in the medical field, Wood 
said he has experienced several challenges 
in his work.

“There are a lot of unique challenges in 
health care right now,” he said. “In physical 
therapy, specifically, [it can be difficult] 
keeping up with regulations.”

Casual restaurant cooks a favorite Texas fare
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Northwest Austin County documents 
reveal Parmer Lane started out many decades 
ago as Palmer Lane, not Parmer. And as late 
as 1960, the City of Austin said the road was 
Palmer. Since this time Pflugerville ISD’s Par-
mer Lane elementary, The Parmer Lane Tav-
ern, Parmer Lane Baptist Church and several 
others have all been named after the road.

For about 100 years, Austin was the home 
to many families by the name Palmer. 

Both the Charles Palmer and Edward 
Palmer families farmed in the area where 

Origin of Parmer name a result of misspelling

Contact Information: 389-7572
http://allsystemsgo.capmetro.org

Capital Metro media 
representative

Northwest Austin Testing has 
already begun on the MetroRail’s cars, and 
Austin’s first passenger rail system is set to 
begin this fall. As the launch of the Metro-
Rail nears, Austinites have many questions 
ranging from the rail’s noise to its cost. 
Capital Metro press representative Misty 
Whited has become the expert on the rail 
and offers answers to citizens’ pressing
questions about MetroRail.

Q. How much will it cost to ride? 
A. The fare for MetroRail has not yet 
been established.  At the direction of 
the board of directors, staff is exploring 
possible changes to Capital Metro’s 
overall fare structure. That process also 
includes setting the fare for rail. 

Q. When will construction begin on the 
stations?
A. Construction is underway on six of 
the rail stations. Construction is expected 
to begin on the Downtown, Howard and 
Kramer stations in the spring.

Q. What is the projected start month 
and how many times a day will it run?
A. Service will begin this fall.  All 
schedules are also in the planning stage, 
but initially we plan to operate during 
morning and afternoon rush hour, with 
the possibility of future mid-day trips. We 
will also look to add weekend trips once 
the demand grows.  

Q. How noisy will the MetroRail be? 
A. Federal law requires that trains 
sound their horns at all public crossings 
unless a quiet zone has been established.  
Capital Metro is upgrading the crossing 
technology to establish quiet zones at all 
public crossings from 183 to downtown 
Austin, from Cedar Park to Leander. Since 
the fare has not been established, we 
cannot yet determined the percentage 
of operational costs covered by 
passenger fares.

Q. What will the breakdown of the 
funding be?
A. Capital Metro is funding this project 
within our current operating budget 
without issuing bonds and with no tax 
increase. Our largest revenue source is 
the one cent sales tax.  Since the fare 
has not been established, we cannot yet 
determine the percentage of operational 
costs covered by passenger fares.
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Post office/grocery store: Nothing 
remains of this town landmark.

Brushy 
Creek Rd.

Buttercup 

Creek Blvd.

Emmett Cluck home: Although 
the home burned down, the 
foundation remains.

Handcar shed: Donated by a 
Heritage society member.

At the Jan. 9 meeting of the Cedar Park Historical and Cultural Preservation Commission, the Cedar Park Heritage 
Society and the chamber of commerce presented this proposal for a historical village on the site of the origins of 
Cedar Park. Betty Henry owns the land, on which the railroad foreman’s house still stands.  

Foreman’s house: According 
to the proposal, this building 
could house chamber of com-
merce offices and a museum.

Whitestone School: The society propos-
es to rebuild the school here, the site of 
the Running Brushy schoolhouse, and 
rent it for special events.  

Possible site  
of village

History at the project forefront
Cedar Park Things of the past have surfaced as current affairs.
  Cedar Park plans to hire a consultant to make recommendations about creating a 
historical district within the city, including where it should be located, what buildings 
and artifacts to include and how it could contribute to the city’s tourist appeal.

Last spring, Cedar Park City Council member Melissa Beaudoin approached the other 
members about creating a hub of city history, and the council gave consent for staff to 
research the idea. She then learned that the Cedar Park Heritage Society and the historic 
and cultural preservation commission had contemplated the same concept.

“It was not like it was my original idea,” Beaudoin said. “Everything fell into alignment 
and now is the right time to get it done.”

Palmer Lane originated. It is believed that the road 
name was derived from either of these families. 

In 1940, Vernon Scofield began buying land 
in that area for Scofield’s Ranch. According to 
Vernon and Audrey Scofield, “everyone knew the 
road name was Palmer, and somehow in recent 
years it was misspelled to Parmer.” 

Lester Palmer was mayor of Austin from 1961 
to 1963. Palmer Auditorium is named in his 
honor. Palmer Lane was still known as Palmer, not 
Parmer, at that time.
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N. Burnet/Gateway 
planning area

Proposed Rail 
station

The Domain Phase I

Simon Phase II

Endeavor Phase II

Not part of Domain 
development

Coming additions to the North Burnet/Gateway

Northwest Austin The Domain, a mixed-
use development built on 304 acres of former IBM 
property, has paved the way for the City of Austin 
to plan more mixed-use developments in the North 
Burnet/Gateway area. 

“The Domain exemplifies the type of develop-
ment we want in the area,” said Molly Scarbrough, 
senior planner with the urban design division of 
the Neighborhood Planning and Zoning. 

The Domain Phase II is two separate develop-
ments with the same name, being developed by  
Simon Property Group and Endeavor Real Estate 
Group. Phase I was co-developed by both, but is 
now owned entirely by Simon Property Group. 

The Domain Phase II:
more than shopping

           Leander     A3

        Cedar Park 

      
      Round Rock                  

      Georgetown    AAA

       Pflugerville     

             Austin      
  

Bond ratings by agency most recent ratings
CREDIT RISK MOODY’S

INVESTOR
SERVICES*

STANDARD
& POOR’S**

INVESTMENT GRADE 
Highest quality     Aaa        AAA 
High quality            
(very strong)
Upper medium                   
 grade (strong)
Medium grade     Baa        BBB
NOT INVESTMENT GRADE
 Ba, B, Caa, BB, B, CCC,
     Ca, C CCC, CC, D

*The ratings from Aa to Ca by Moody’s may be 
modified by the addition of a 1, 2, 3 to show relative 
standing within the category, 1 being highest in the 
category.

**The ratings from AA to CC by Standard & Poor’s 
may be modified by the addition of a plus or minus 
sign to show relative standing within the category.

(stable at A1 or A2 
since 1998)

(steadily increasing 
since 1997)

6-15-07

8-22-07

6-11-07

12-19-07(AAA since 1998)

11-12-07(steadily increasing 
from A3 since 2001)  

11-30-07(fluctuates within 
high quality ratings)

Sources: www.standardandpoors.com, 
www.moodys.com, fitchratings.com

     A1

Aa2

A1

Aa3

  Aa    AA

 A    A

(up from BBB)

Leander When Garry Kimball, senior vice president for First South-
west Company, began working on the City of Leander’s financial ac-
count, its bond rating was what mayor John Cowman called “near junk 
bond status.”

At its lowest, Kimball recalls the rating was BBB, one step above a 
non-investment grade rating, according to Standard & Poor’s, one of the 
three major ratings companies.

Higher ratings mean access to lower interest rates and more buyers, 
which saves city taxpayers money.

Bonds are the mechanism cities and governments often use to bor-
row money. Banks, private investors and various other entities buy mu-
nicipal and government bonds because they are considered safe invest-
ments: default is fairly rare. 

Bond ratings companies do both a qualitative and quantitative analy-
sis, Kimball said. The quantitative side is the ability to repay bonds, in-
cluding tax collection percentages, property tax base, growth rates and 
general fund balance as a percentage of the total budget. 

From ‘near junk status’ to high rating

Cedar Park Jungle Juice Health Bar offers 100 percent natural and 
organic options for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Walking into Jungle Juice felt like stepping from a black and white movie 
into a color film. The walls are painted a bright yellow-orange, colorful 
hammocks hang from the ceiling and a large jungle mural — complete 
with monkeys — adorns the wall. 

After ordering a slice of Quiche ($4.60), the Meat Lover’s Panini ($5.95) 
and the Chicken Baked Pie ($5.95) at the front counter, we took a seat at a 
table by the window. 

All dishes came with fresh fruit, veggies, hummus and spinach dip. The 
dips were delicious and outlasted our carrots, broccoli, grapes, orange 
wedges and spinach. 

Healthy dishes with an appetizing touch  

nLakeline Blvd.

Jungle Juice Health Bar

Avery Ranch Blvd.
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In the 1850s, the Chandler family owned land 
beside what was Chandler Road and is now 
named University Boulevard. 

The Chandler branch School was located where 
Scott & White university Medical Campus is 
now. It opened in the mid-1850s, but closed in 
1913 when Caldwell Heights School was built. 

In recent weeks, several readers have inquired about 
the status of businesses coming to this expanding 
development of retail. Rumors circulate, but the 
businesses we can confirm for the record are listed in 
the Future Land Use section below.

History

hi-rise balloons is a balloon distributor that has 
certified balloon artists on staff. 

hotlink is a full-service, creative promotional 
merchandising company.

Prudential Cleanroom Services (PCS) specializes 
in cleanroom garment processing services for 
particulate and ESD controlled environments.

DataMax offers software solutions and services 
exclusively to convenience store and petroleum 
industries.

hospira is a specialty pharmaceutical and 
medication delivery company that develops, 
manufactures and markets products to improve 
the productivity, safety and effectiveness of 
patient care.

Chase

JC Penney

Wachovia

T.G.I.Friday

 

University Oaks Shopping Center is in the process 
of building and expanding to include Pet Smart, 
ross, Specs, Famous Footwear, reI, Office Max 
and sandwich shops. Some shops are expected to 
open by August.

1

Business

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Future land use
12

13

14

15

Foyer of  Scott & White

Scott & White University Medical Campus recently opened their 
fourth floor which expands their number of recovery rooms. Visit 
www.impactnews.com for a tour of the hospital.

Streamline Technical Services provides logistics, 
screening and repair service of computers, 
peripherals, tape drives and automation.

Courtesy of Karen Thompson
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Historical     impact

During the early 1900s, the African-
American workers were not allowed to 
live in Pflugerville.

In 1910, farmer and entrepreneur La 
Rue Noton set off one of his 1,200 
acres west of the town to be divided 
into lots and sold to African-American 
workers for $50 a lot. This area was 

In less than a decade after the end of 
the Civil War in 1865, the first organized 
African-American church was established 
in Round Rock. The Good Hope Mission-
ary Baptist Church was founded in 1874 
by well-known Austin minister Reverend 
Jake Fontaine. This first church met at a log 
cabin in the area that is now known as  
Old Town. 

Some of the earliest pastors of Good 
Hope were John Addison, Jesse Shakles, 
Stephen Smith, Nelson Scott, Andrew 
Hubbard, James Massey, A. L. Johnson, C. 
C. Reed, William Jennin.gs, T. G. Rogers 
and James Kelly. Kelly built an even larger 
church at 207 Chisholm Trail Road, near 
Brent Bustin Memorial Park. 

In the 1930s, as the church congrega-
tion grew, the old 
wooden tabernacle 
was torn down and 
a rock church was 
built on the same 
site. 

But tragedy struck 
on Feb. 9, 1973 
when the church 
was completely 
destroyed by fire. 
Round Rock School 
Superintendent Noel 
Grisham allowed the church to meet at 
Berkman Elementary School while a new 
structure was being built.

The new Good Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church was officially dedicated during 
week-long evening services, Jan. 13-19, 
1975. 

This church continues to serve the 

by KAren r. thompson, Author/historiAn

Round Rock community after 134 years 
with many activities and programs. In 
December, Pastor Michael Butler left the 
church after thirteen years at the pulpit. 
The congregation’s activities include choir, 
Sunday school, children’s church, youth 
ministry and Valentine’s Hat Day. 

Long time member Faye King said get-
ting a new pastor will allow a new begin-
ning for the church.

In 1885, the Saint Paul A.M.E. Church 
was established in Round Rock. This small 
church is located at 407 N. Sheppard St. in 
downtown.

In 1958, a cornerstone was laid when 
the church sanctuary was rebuilt.

The elders were Ollie Sauls, Tom 
Wheeler, Rueben Sauls, M. Dixon, W. 

Otto Sauls, M. Washington, 
Rev. H. Thomas, Rev. S. J. Mat-
thews, and Mrs. J. M. Fulton. 
After 123 years, this small 
church continues to serve 
downtown Round Rock.

Of the four Round Rock 
historic churches that had 
primarily African-American 
congregations, Sweet Home 
Baptist Church has the largest 
membership with 700 people. 
It was Reverend S. W. Wormley 

who organized this church Jan. 8, 1905. 
He also served as the first pastor.

Sweet Home Baptist Church has out-
grown many church buildings and now 
meets at a shopping center at Hesters 
Crossing while they plan on building a 
new church on Sunrise Road. The current 
senior pastor is Dante D. Wright.

Good Hope and Sweet Home

officially named the Colored Addition 
in the county records in April of 1910.  
The original settlers of the Colored 
Addition were Pete McDade, George 
Caldwell, Will Smith, Ned Tyson, Willie 
Allen and their families.

Around the same time, St. Mary’s 
Baptist Church was built to serve 
the settlement. Ten years later in 
1920, St. Matthew’s Missionary 

Church was constructed. A third 
church, the African-American 
Methodist Episcopal Church was 
also added. These churches served 
members who lived in various 
communities around Pflugerville. St. 
Mary’s Baptist Church also operated 
a general store in the fellowship 
hall. St. Mary’s Baptist Church was 
remodeled in 2000 and is located 
on 1202 W. Pecan St.  

In Pflugerville

Sweet Home Baptist Church choir, 1953.

Sweet Home Baptist Church congregation, 1953.

Good Hope Baptist Church

St. Mary’s  Baptist Church
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Dana DeBeauvoir
COunTy CLerk
community    profile

Q. What is the role of a county clerk?

A.  County clerk is one of five 
original positions named in the Texas 
Constitution, created in 1836. It was 
judge, sheriff, treasurer, county clerk 
and county commissioner. The county 
clerk’s position was created so that 
when the government couldn’t figure 
out who should do something, the 
county clerk could be the catch-all. It’s 
an independent watchdog position 
created so county commissioners are not 
keeping their own records. Some would 
be surprised to know that the county 
clerk’s office is also where you file your 
cattle brand, so that’s kind of neat.

Q. What are your top responsibilities?

A. I would say redaction [of personal 
information] and elections. Personal 
information has long been filed with 
the county clerk. If you filed it with 
the county clerk, you knew it would 
always be there. The county clerk’s office 

served as a way of providing a safe 
place for people who couldn’t afford 
safety deposit boxes. But we’ve been 
through a shift in public opinion with 
personal identity information recently. 
We used to routinely have Social 
Security Numbers, address, ownership 
… everything publicly available. Now 
we are redacting all of the personal 
identity information like Social Security 
Numbers, driver’s license numbers, dates 
of birth, addresses, bank accounts, deed 
information, a lot of court information, 
probates. 

And then there are elections. I guess 
the thing I’d share with you is that I 
absolutely love elections. I’ve been to 
several other cities to help them with 
their first elections. In 1994, I went to 
South Africa to help with the election 
at the end of apartheid. I’ve also helped 
with elections in Bosnia, Bangladesh and 
Kosovo. To help people do an election 
for the very first time, you get a lump 
in your throat to be part of that kind of 
moment.

Q. What do you feel is the most 
important aspect of the elections process?

A.  Right now, it’s voting system 
security. Today there is a range of 
voters – well informed, young, old, 
and there are literacy issues. When you 
walk into a polling place you’re going 
to see everything. It is important that 
we have a quick, efficient and accurate 
voting process. This helps promote voter 
confidence when they have a good 
experience. To have a voter walk out of a 
polling place happy takes a lot of effort. 
You’ve got these folks who want to vote 
and that’s good, but you don’t want 
them to have a negative experience or 
they might not do it again. We’ve had to 
get out and tell people why they can feel 
confident in the voting system. It takes 
a certain kind of person to handle the 
questions people ask about voting and 
elections. You can’t get defensive. When 
something is in question, my approach is 
total transparency. 

Elections

tr
a

v
iS

Q. What enticed you to the elections 
administrator position?

A. I think originally the job description 
sounded interesting and it was a public 
service position. My dad has always 
worked in government. He’s been a judge 
in Oregon since 1980. I don’t know. I think 
the public service bug was in me, and I 
wasn’t finding anything fulfilling in the 
private sector. 

Q. does electronic voting simplify the 
elections process or complicate it more?
A. I would love to go all electronic, so I 
don’t have to deal with paper anymore, 
but I don’t know if our county has the 
political stomach for it right now. You 
know, there is a lot of misinformation out 
there about electronic voting systems, 
and it seems like a vocal minority really 
controls what the media reports. Usually, 

what happens is, when it comes down 
to it, when there is a problem with 
the electronic voting systems, what 
it comes down to is human error. It’s 
just the punch cards. They’re basically 
paper ballots. You know, you can have 
mistakes with any of those systems. It 
comes down to the quality of the poll 
workers who are recruited, how well 
the county executes the election, the 
training of the poll workers.

Q. What is the most common question 
you get from voters? 
A.  ‘Why did my polling place change?’ 
Sometimes what happens is for a May 
election the turnout is really low. So 
we might consolidate precincts. You 
know, combine them so that we have 
one polling place for six precincts. The 
reason we do that is to lower the cost, 
and it’s harder for those elections to find 
people to work. So it may be that we 

have 35 polling places for a May election, 
but we have 85 for the rest of them. 
People often times want to know why it 
changes and why it’s not consistent.

Q.  What do you do in your spare time? 
A.  Right now I’m reading “Mornings 
on Horseback” about Teddy Roosevelt. 
I think he’s the most studly president 
we’ve ever had. I also wrote a science 
fiction novel called “Chasing Orion.” I 
got an idea from a true story about a 
guy in New Mexico who was looking 
at the moon and saw an asteroid slam 
into it. The rest of it is fictional. It’s funny 
because I really only read non-fiction. 
Anyway, I wrote the book over a six-
month period in ’92 and ’93, but it sat 
for 10 years before I redid some of it 
and submitted it to about 50 publishers, 
and a small publisher in Maryland 
picked it up.

Rick Barron grew up in Oregon. 
His father Richard still lives in 

his home state and was a judge for 
27 years. Rick moved to Texas in July 
1999 and worked in the Travis County 
elections office. He has worked for 
Williamson County for a year.

                                         Education: Bachelor’s degree in political 
science, University of Oregon; Master’s 
degree in classical civilization, McGregor 
School at Antioch University 
Family: Married
Contact: 943-1630, rbarron@wilco.org
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