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Higher education 
gets artistic bend
with new school 
by Christi Covington
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After six years of back and forth between the City of Austin, Tra-
vis County and private developers, part of a project to expand Wells 
Branch Parkway is expected to be up for bid in December, with con-
struction following soon after, said Steve Manilla, Travis County public 
works director.

In 2001, money was approved in a Travis County bond election to 
build a portion of the project from Heatherwilde Boulevard to Tudor 
House Road, along with a new segment of Heatherwilde Boulevard.  

“My biggest concern was people had voted on it, and it’s been on the 
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Member of the Henna Family

Round Rock is about to add another 
dimension to its opportunities for 
higher education.

Next spring, the nationally recog-
nized Art Institute will open a school 
in the former Farmers Insurance build-
ing, now named Frontera Crossing, at 
Toll 45 and IH 35, according to David 
Putman, executive vice president at 
Moore & Associates.

“It is pretty exciting,” Putman said. 
“It rounds out the higher education we 
have here.”

So far, three other higher education 
entities have stamped their claim on 
Round Rock, including Texas State 
University, Austin Community Col-
lege and Texas A&M University. 

These schools all provide a range of 
studies with medical programs a domi-
nant theme. However, the Art Institute 
brings its own obvious emphasis—art.  

While AI is not yet ready to discuss 
its plans in Central Texas, the Educa-
tion Management Corporation Web 
site listed 10 positions available for 
the Art Institute of Austin, including 
everything from an accounting super-
visor to a president. Putman said they 
plan to open by next April.

The school will be called the Art In-
stitute of Austin because of its Austin 

story highlights

Plans for north-south route drive debate

For the five miles between IH 35 and 
Toll 45, RM 620 has no major outlet for 
northbound traffic and all the drivers who 
live beyond Brushy Creek.

That is why the City of Round Rock says it 
must expand Wyoming Springs Drive and 
connect it with Creek Bend Boulevard.

However, many residents in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods of Oak Creek, 
Fern Bluff, Oaklands and Stone Canyon 
call the project a death trap for small chil-
dren, a destroyer of property value and an 
ill-conceived push to ease congestion.

“I understand we all want convenience, 

by Christi Covington

road extension delayed by challenges of county, city and business •	
partnership 
funds now available to complete the project•	

City declares need for Wyoming Springs expansion to alleviate traffic while residents question road’s safety
but my daughter is worth more than con-
venience,” said James Cunningham, who 
leads the safety committee for Citizens for 
Responsible Growth, a group formed this 
fall to fight the project.

Funding became available in November 
so that by 2010, Wyoming Springs Drive, 
which connects to state road RM 620, is 
planned to go from a two-lane to a four-
lane major arterial. For now, it will still end 
at Brightwater Boulevard, but an extension 
of Creek Bend Boulevard will connect the 
corridor to the busy Sam Bass Road and 
FM 3406.

C4RG’s main concern is the back of Fern 
Bluff Elementary abuts the road. 

a r t  i n s t i t u t e
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“Kids are walking to the school. Some are 
even walking alone,” said Gina Warrington, 
Keller Williams Realtor and area resident. 
“This is a nice, quiet neighborhood with 
deer grazing in the evening. I feel perfectly 
safe here.”
Neighborhood protest

In October and November, Warrington, 
along with hundreds of other residents 
appeared at city council meetings with 
children bearing signs that read, “We love 
Fern Bluff ” and “Cars plus children equals 
death.”

While noting that other schools are lo-

“People won’t have to go the whole 
way around [to almost IH 35] to get 
home.”

-Tom Word, City of Round Rock 
public works director

“I understand we all want 
convenience, but my daughter is worth 
more than convenience.” 

James Cunningham, Citizens for 
Responsible Growth

National perspective
A day with U.S. representatives John 
Carter and Michael McCaul
Page 26

also included: Immigration and homeland 
security overview
Page 29
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Travis County’s payment estimates 
(includes design and engineering costs)

City of Austin - $550,000

Travis County 
$8.5 million

Village at 
Northtown, Ltd. 

$4.5 million

Sealy Heatherwilde L.P. - $1.3 million
New Wells Point Partners, Ltd. - $1.9 million

PArTNerSHIP CHALLeNGe
To help offset the rising 
costs of building new roads, 
Travis County has formed 
partnerships. However, those 
partnerships also come with 
negotiation delays.  The 
agreement between the City 
of Austin, Travis County and 
three private developers 
determines the amount each 
entity will pay for phase one 
of the Wells Branch Parkway 
project. The road includes 
3,000 ft., which belong to 
Austin, and 10,000 ft., which 
is the county’s jurisdiction. 
The estimates will change 
once the project is bid in 
December.
Source: Travis County Public 
Works Director Steve Manilla
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How to get a Community Impact Newspaper
Community Impact Newspaper is published 13 times a year and 
mailed to more than 210,000 households and businesses in the 
Round Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Leander, Georgetown, Hutto, 
Taylor and Austin areas.
In a world of free Internet news and decreasing newspaper 
circulation, CI staff believes readers still want the printed story. Each 
month, all residents in CI communities through direct mail receive 
a free copy of quality content specifically covering the news and 
information that will affect them.

Publication Dates
Round Rock and Pflugerville: 
First Friday of each month
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor: 
Second Friday of each month
Cedar Park and Leander: 
Third Friday of each month
Northwest Austin: 
Fourth Friday of each month

For those who do not live in our coverage area, 
subscriptions are available

$39
$71.50
$87.75
$104

$3
$2.75
$2.25
$2
$3.50

One market
Two markets
Three markets
Four markets
Back issue

One year 
(13 issues)

Per 
issue

Subscription 
Rates

Sara Aleman 
General Manager
sara@impactnews.
com

Christi Covington 
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ccovington@
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Talk to us
Community 
Impact Newspaper 
welcomes your 
comments, 
questions and 
suggestions. Items 
to be included in 
the next issue must 
reach our office by 
the second Friday 
of the month.

Most teachers who have 
taught me have a similar com-
plaint. I was kind of annoy-
ing. I had to know how things 
worked and why. When I did 
not fully understand, I asked a 
lot of questions and wanted to 
get to the bottom of it. When 
I didn’t agree, I asked a lot of 
questions. I would think most 
of my former employers had 
similar annoyances with me. 

So now that I own my own 
business, I get to call the shots. 
If a story comes in that I still 
don’t understand or that misses 
an issue, it bothers me. I have 
begun to create a dangerous 
culture here at Community Im-
pact. We want to get to the bot-
tom of every issue. We do not 
want to tell you how to think. 
We just want to make sure we 
communicate to you each side 
so you can decide. 

One area we needed to 

understand was how we are rep-
resented in Washington D.C. We 
sent a team of three to the Capitol 
to find out. We had access to 
meetings and appointments and a 
full list of questions. The experi-
ence was eye-opening.  

While there we saw responses 
to phone calls, e-mails, letters 
and personal visits. Although 
our congressmen are working on 
national issues, they seemed to 
look at them with their commu-
nity in mind. One topic that came 
up repeatedly was immigration. 
As a result, our story on this issue 
spun off from this visit.

Just as local issues such as the 
Wells Branch Parkway project in 
Pflugerville and the Wyoming 
Springs extension in Round 
Rock have created headaches and 
opportunities for residents and 
elected officials, there is some-
thing good in public debate that 
makes our communities and our 
country better. It helps us get to 
the bottom of it.

From the
Web

For more information, call (512) 989-6808

Round Rock mayor seat open for 2008 election 
Round Rock Mayor Nyle Maxwell 

announced Nov. 7 he will not seek re-
election in 2008. Once his second term 
and six years of office end next May, 
he plans to spend more time with his 
family.

“I was putting my daughter to bed 
the other night, my Gracie, and she 
looked up at me and said, ‘Goodnight 
Mayor,’” he said at the meeting of his 
quarterly community report. “I want to 
be Dad.”

He also recognized the re-election 
campaigns of current council members Carlos Salinas and Rufus 
Honeycutt, along with the service of the rest of the city council 
and staff.

“I don’t need to be here,” he said. “You are in capable hands.”
Since his tenure, the city has grown from 60,000 residents to 

almost 100,000. 
After his term, Maxwell plans to become more involved with 

organizations such as the Greater Round Rock Community 
Foundation and YMCA of Williamson County. However, 
Maxwell added that before then he still has a lot to accomplish.

“Don’t think I am going to put my sword in the scabbard and 
get in the covered wagon while watching the troops,” he said. “I 
still have six months and there are lot of issues we still need to 
complete. We have a lot to accomplish in six months.”

Mayor Nyle Maxwell

EmploymEnt opportunity
As Community Impact begins the process of redesigning our Web site, we are 

looking for a full-time lead programmer analyst. Candidates should have three or 
more years of Web development experience with a strong background in PHP. For 
more information, visit www.impactnews.com/jobs or e-mail 
jwickett@impactnews.com.

John Garrett
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by beth Wade

Company creates packaging for technology businessesCloser
    Look 

Most people pay more attention to the computer the 
package holds and less to the packaging itself. 

However, the opposite is true for employees at Austin 
Foam Plastics.

During the last 29 years, AFP has produced the foam 
pieces that protect technology products for major compa-
nies such as Dell Inc. 

“I would say we have the lion’s share of the packaging 
business in the Central Texas area,” said Rick Lange, vice 
president of operations.

AFP designs and manufactures cushion packaging 
systems and corrugated boxes and then sends them to 
technology companies, which use those items to ship their 
products safely to customers.

To build the packaging, foam is shipped in sheets to AFP 
where in-house engineers design packaging for sensitive 
technology. The designs are tested on-site using a machine 
to measure the pressure an item can withstand if dropped 
from waist height.

The company spawned from Houston Foam Plastics and 
Lane Containers in Dallas. A representative was sent to 
Austin to respond to IBM’s needs in 1978.

“Austin had a bunch of people doing manufacturing 
up here. IBM, Motorola, Texas Instruments, they were all 
in Austin, 3M too,” project manager Bill Ashbaugh said. 

pfluger ville business - austin foam plastics

Austin Foam Plastics
2933 A.W. Grimes Blvd.

251-6300 • www.austinfoam.com

Grant Hill, account executive shows a finished packaging piece.

“[That era] was seen as an opportunity for packaging. 
Nobody really foresaw Dell at that time, but there was 
plenty of business in Austin.” 

Now AFP is no longer associated with IBM, but in 
1984 a company known as PCs Limited started to grow 
and needed boxes for personalized computers. That 
company became Dell and is AFP’s largest client. The 
relationship has led to AFP opening branches in other 
cities and states. 

The company’s first Central Texas location was actu-
ally in Austin, but when difficulties arose after trying to 
find a larger facility, AFP moved closer to its employees 
and customers near Pflugerville, in 1997. Soon other 
technology-linked businesses made similar transitions.

“It wasn’t until about a year after we moved here that 
[Dell] moved its production facilities over off of Par-
mer,” Lange said. “It was an accident, but it was a great 
accident for us because we got closer to our customer 
by being here. We are actually closer to a lot of our cus-
tomers, [like] Selectron, Wayne-Dresser. A lot of them 
are in the Pflugerville/Round Rock/North Austin areas.”

At this point, Lange does not expect AFP will expand 
in Pflugerville unless more customers move into the 
area because the company’s growth and location largely 
depend on its customers’ growth and location.

the pack age process

Austin 
Foam 

Plastics

The foam comes to AFP in large sheets.1. 
A customer brings a product to the company.2. 
The company designs packing, keeping in mind safety and cost efficiency. 3. 
AFP makes a mock up of the packaging to show the customer.4. 
The company returns to the customer to discuss pricing and product packaging.5. 
If approved, AFP mass produces the packaging products and ships them to the 6. 
customer.
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News or questions about Pflugerville? E-mail Beth Wade at bwade@impactnews.com.
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Holiday in the park
Celebrate the season this year with the old-fashioned 
Holidays at Heritage Park, 901 Old Hutto Road, Dec. 
14 from 6 to 9 p.m. The event will include children’s 
arts and crafts, hayrides and hot cocoa, along with 
traditional holiday music by local school choirs until 8 
p.m. Santa will be available for pictures from 8 to 9 p.m. 
For more information, call 251-5082, e-mail amya@
cityofpflugerville.com or visit www.cityofpflugerville.
com/parkholidayevents. Event is free. Free parking is at 
the city pool lot next door.

European car shop
A new service shop for European cars has opened 
in Pflugerville. European Motor Sports, 2925 A.W. 
Grimes Blvd., celebrated its grand opening Nov. 10. 
The shop has various service protocols including 
diagnostics technology and insight about service 
requirements. For more information, call 252-9333.

Journey to Bethlehem
Pflugerville Community Church, 1214 Pfennig Lane, 

invites local families to take part in the third annual 
“Journey to Bethlehem” Dec. 14-15.  Church grounds 
will be transformed into the dusty road to Bethlehem 
at the time of Christ’s birth. The walk-through drama is 
told in nine scenes. Free tours will run continuously both 
evenings from 6 to 9 p.m.  Refreshments and a petting 
zoo will be available at the end of the tour. For more 
information, call 251-0719 or visit www.pc-church.org.

Christmas story drive-thru
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 500 Immanuel Road, will 
host a Christmas story drive-thru Dec. 8 and 9 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the church parking lot. For more 
information, call 251-4494.

Banking options
Pflugerville is now home to a new location of Bank of 
America, which opened to customers Dec. 5. Located at 
1544 FM 685, the bank’s lobby hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. 
For more information, call 251-5052 or visit www.
bankofamerica.com.
 

Upscale java
Coffee house Blue Marble Java opened in Pecan Plaza, 
1912 W. Pecan St., in October. The café offers smoothies, 
pastries, 
sandwiches 
and cakes, 
as well as 
a variety 
of coffee 
beverages. 
For more 
information, 
call 670-3100. 

Thirty-one flavors
With a new location near Wal-Mart, Baskin Robbins 
will be serving ice cream in time for the New Year. The 
store, 1552 FM 685, will open in December. For more 
information, visit www.baskinrobbins.com.

Gamers’ paradise
For all the gamers in Pflugerville, Game Stop, 1552 
FM 685, which buys and sells a variety of new and used 
games and game systems, opened its Pfluger Crossing 
location Nov. 8. For more information, call 251-3745 or 
visit www.gamestop.com.
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Old Town celebration
To celebrate the holidays, the City of Pflugerville 
will host the Old Town Holiday Stroll & Christmas 
Parade Dec. 8 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. The downtown 
event will include shopping, food vendors, live 
entertainment, a car and cycle show, children activities, 
a CycloCross race, a lighted Christmas parade and a 
tree lighting ceremony. The parade will run along Main 
Street, Pecan Street and Railroad Avenue. For more 
information, call 436-0667, e-mail downtownevents@
cityofpflugerville.com or visit www.cityofpflugerville.
com/downtownevents.
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 Comapny
by beth Wade

Jodi Hendrix with a patient and her pet

Closer
    Look 

At Hands On Physical Therapy, Jodi Hendrix has a phi-
losophy about health. Her office practices holistic healing, 
which means looking at the whole body to find the source 
of the pain, rather than only treating the symptoms.

Hendrix began her business after working for years at a 
hospital. It was there that she grew concerned with what 
she described as decreased emphasis on time spent with 
patients. 

So Hendrix decided to open Hands On in 1993. Since 
then, the office has grown from one therapist to seven 
full-time therapists and three part-time.

“These therapists came here because they weren’t find-
ing [this type of practice] out in the community,” Hendrix 
said.                                                                 

Chronic pain caused by lifestyle, nutritional status or 
stress can all be treated at Hands On, but Hendrix’s goal is 
to teach patients what is causing the pain, so they can get 
rid of it completely, she said.

Her office provides two types of practice, physical ther-
apy and massage therapy. The difference between the two 
mainly concerns the level of training required, she said.

Physical therapy visits can be covered by insurance if 
prescribed by a doctor. Massage therapy, however, is not 

covered by insurance. 
“The reason we have both [massage and physical ther-

apy] together is because there is a wellness aspect to what 
we do,” Hendrix said. “A lot of people will get referred to 
us by a doctor, but then once that person is feeling better, 
they still might want to have these treatments.”

As a business, Hands On requires 30 hours of continu-
ing education a year for all employees, but Hendrix has 
found her staff typically completes closer to 60 hours. 
They also often participate in in-house courses. 

“The therapists here are a very dedicated group of 
people, and they spend a lot more time with their own 
education than what you typically see in the industry,” she 
said.

Beyond physical therapy, the clinic specializes in a tech-
nique known as myofascial release, which is a technique 
that focuses on the fascia or connective tissue. 

“I’ve been a therapist for 22 years and this treatment 
modality, which I believe we are extremely specialized in, 
is an incredible modality for looking at the body holisti-
cally,” she said. “That combined with all the other things 
we’ve learned as therapists have made our work tremen-
dously successful.”

round rock business - hands on physical therapy

Therapist emphasizes spending time with patients

Hands On Physical Therapy
301 Hesters Crossing, Ste. 160

310-1928 • www.handsonpt.net
Hands On 
Physical 
Therapy

T H e  F u T u r e  O F  H A n d S  O n  P H yS i C A l  T H e r A P y

Hendrix hopes to begin more continuing education for the 
public including free classes and workshops in the clinic.
Classes are expected to begin in 2008 but dates are not set.
Classes include:

Headache workshops•	
Women’s and men’s health•	
Myofascial Stretching •	
Pre- and post-natal self-care class•	

Hesters Crossing
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round rock business - hands on physical therapy

News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail Beth Wade 
at bwade@impactnews.com.

visit www.roundrocktexas.gov/library or 
call children’s services at 218-3275.   

Solid construction
Rob Moellenbrink, moved his business, 
Solid Rock Construction, from Florida to 
Round Rock. Along with constructing new 
custom homes, Moellenbrink also works 
on renovations and home additions. For 
more information, call 401-3589.

Awesome smiles
Dr. Ronald C. Barnett, adult and child 
orthodontist, moved his office from 1200 
Palm Valley Blvd. to 170 Deepwood 
Drive, Ste. 103 in November. For more 
information, call 388-4744 or visit www.
simplyawesomesmiles.com.

Pamper yourself
The Pampering Zone has moved to 
302 W. Main Ave. The new location has 
allowed the salon to expand its services to 
include facials, massages and a hair salon. 
For more information, call 244-2131 or 
visit www.thepamperingzone.com.

Learning with play
The Thinking Cap, a new toy store located 
in historic downtown Round Rock at 105 
S. Mays St., offers a variety of interactive 
toys and games designed to make learning 
fun. For more information, call 248-2488 
or visit www.thethinkingcaptoys.com.

Just Because
Established in 1992 as a non-profit 
organization to serve families who do not 
get help from other agencies, Just Because 
Christmas Project is seeking sponsors 
and volunteers to participate in its annual 
gift distribution. Donations of clothes, 
gifts, money and food are needed by Dec. 
14 and can be dropped at St. Williams 
Catholic Church, 1000 McNeil Road, 
with distribution Dec. 15. Families who 
qualify for aid from Blue or Brown Santa, 
but live outside their distribution areas 
can receive help from Just Because. For 
more information, call Tino Hernandez at 
259-5746 or e-mail tinojbcp@aol.com. 

Market center
Construction on the Sam Bass Market 
Center on Sam Bass Road is expected to 
be completed in April. The four-building 
complex will offer 6,000 to 12,000 sq. ft. 
units available for office, retail or space for 
a restaurant. For more information, call 
Ben Bailey at 402-9050 or e-mail bab@
babaileycompany.com.

Sweet tooth satisfaction
A new bakery, Cakes N More, 602 McNeil 
Road, Ste. 106, offering a variety of whole 
cakes, slices, ice cream and  smoothies 
opened Nov. 26 in the Park West Plaza. 
For more information, call 228-1096.

Home help
Real estate agent Chris Frizzell recently 
opened Discover Texas Homes, 3000 
Joe DiMaggio, Ste. 80. The office offers 
real estate, investment, commercial and 
residential services, along with in-house 
insurance through Germania Insurance. 
For more information, call 218-0273 or 
visit www.discovertexashomes.com.
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Courthouse rededication
Williamson County will celebrate 
the newly restored 1910 Williamson 
County Courthouse, 710 S. Main St., 
Georgetown, at a rededication ceremony 
Dec. 8, beginning at 11 a.m.  The 
courthouse will be open for the public to 
tour and enjoy free entertainment and 
refreshments until 3 p.m. Entertainment 
will include the Texas Fiddlers, Mariachi 
Cocula and Texas Czech Chorus. For 
more information, call Connie Watson at 
943-1663 or visit www.wilcogov.org.  

Insurance office
A new Allstate Insurance office, 1300 
Gattis School Road, Ste. 500, opened in 
November. Agent Andrew Norris can 
help with auto, home, life and business 
insurance needs. For more information, 
call 388-7733 or visit http://agent.allstate.
com/anorris/welcome.

Insurance agent
Tracy L. Pacheco opened a Farmers 
Insurance office. Located at 2003 
N. Mays St., Ste. 102, Tracy Pacheco 
Insurance Agency offers auto, home, 
business, life and health insurance. For 
more information, call 828-4600 or visit 
www.farmersagent.com/tpacheco.
 

Artisan Stroll
The work of local artists and artisans 
will be on display Dec. 9 from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the Artisan Stroll in historic 
downtown Round Rock. Artists will be 
showing work and creating art on-site. 
Tweed Scott, author of “Texas in Her 
Own Words” will speak and there will 
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3

11

12
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African culture
In celebration of Kwanzaa, the Round 
Rock Public Library, 216 E. Main Ave., 
will host Elizabeth Kahura, an African 

native and educator. The program will be 
held in the library meeting room Dec. 27, 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. and is recommended for 
grades 1 and up. For more information, 

5  

7

6

be performances by children’s group, Fall 
Follies and the Round Rock Community 
Choir. For more information, call 
535-5761 or visit www.artisanstroll.com.

Holiday celebrations
The City of Round Rock will host its 
annual Christmas Family Night Dec. 14 
at 6:30 p.m. in historic downtown Round 
Rock, 221 E. Main Ave. The free event will 
include games, live music, storytellers, 
candle making, carriage rides, Frosty the 
Snowman and 
a visit from 
Santa. For more 
information, 
call 218-5540 
or visit www.
roundrocktexas.
gov.  
The Round 
Rock Chamber 
of Commerce, 
City of Round 
Rock, the 
Round Rock Community Foundation and 
the Heart of Round Rock Neighborhood 
Association will take part in the lighting 
of the Christmas Giving Tree, the Round 
Rock water tank. Beginning next year, 
lights on the tree will be sold and all 
money raised is given to a different charity 
each year. For more information, call 
689-2450.

Hospital helpers needed
Volunteers are needed for all departments 
in the new Seton Medical Center Wil-
liamson that will open in February. A total 
of 350 volunteers will be needed. For more 
information, call Debi Bankhead, direc-
tor of volunteer services, at 324-4105 or 
complete an online application  at www.
setonwilliamsonfdn.org/volunteer.

Honoring a soldier
The U.S. House of Representatives passed 
a bill, Nov. 13, introduced by Rep. John 
Carter to rename the post office at 797 
Sam Bass Road, after Marine Corps 
Corporal Steven Gill. The former Round 
Rock Independent School District student 
was killed in Zaidon, Iraq on July 21, 2005 
during his first tour of Iraq.

Christmas concert
Faith in Action Caregivers 
will host its 13th Annual 
Christmas Choral Concert 
Dec. 16 at 7 p.m.  at the 
First United Methodist 
Church Round Rock, 1004 
North Mays St., featuring 
nine different choirs. 
The concert is free, but 
donations are welcome. 
For more information, call 
310-1060 or visit www.
faithinactioncaregivers.org. 
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The Hallelujah Chorus performing at the 2006 concert.
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by Katherine Kennedy

NoN-ProFIT - ForemAN-PHILLIPS reACHING-ouT CeNTer

Celebration of Love gives coats, toys and food

Foreman-Phillips reaching-Out Center

Closer
    Look 

During the holiday season, people think about what 
will be served for Christmas dinner. Tom Ramsey thinks 
about something else: how many families he can reach 
this year through Celebration of Love with the help of the 
community.

Celebration of Love is an event that takes place during 
the holidays and was created to feed the hungry and help 
low-income families. This year, the event will be held Dec. 
15 at the Foreman-Phillips Reaching Out Center in the 
Snappy Snacks warehouse in Pflugerville.

 “We have started a tradition,” Ramsey said. “We have 
found a way to reach in to the community and make an 
impact on the lives of those in need. It grows because of 
the outpour from the community.”

To determine who will receive help, Ramsey turned 
to the school districts. Vouchers are given through the 
school system to children who are eligible for free or 
reduced lunch.

Each family with a voucher receives a Christmas box, 
which includes a traditional holiday meal including a 
frozen turkey, canned goods, milk, pie, bread and more. 
Santa hands out toys and Coats for Kids donates coats to 
the children.

“We’re all God’s children. We’re called to serve, not be 
served, during the holiday season,” Ramsey said. “This is 
the most rewarding time because we come together and 
give back through volunteering and loving each other. 
This is the season of loving and giving, and we help out of 
love, not duty.” 

Ramsey plans to expand his program throughout 
neighboring communities. Southwest Hills Church 
observed the impact of Celebration of Love, and has now 

implemented the pro-
gram in the south Austin 
area. The first year, 500 
families were helped. 
This year, the goal is 750 
families.

“We hope that other 
community leaders will 
want this program. We 
will teach and provide 
them with the necessary 
resources and share with 
them the steps of suc-
cess,” Ramsey. “Our goal 
is to build bridges across 
Central Texas and double 
to 7,000 families receiv-
ing help.”

On Dec. 12, Celebration of Love will host a box party 
for volunteers to help build boxes for distribution. Ramsey 
also operates a food pantry year-round at the Foreman-
Phillips Reaching-Out Center. A variety of new food and 
household products are available for those in need. Unlike 
other pantries, FPROC does not require proof of need.

“We make the process painless by not requiring proof 
of need or residency. We don’t judge or ask questions. If 
you need help, come,” Ramsey said. “Because we raise 
our own money, we are not driven by money from the 
government. We are led by the Spirit rather than the 
corporate structure.”

After Celebration of Love, any food left over will be 
donated to the food pantry.  

15630 Vision Drive • Pflugerville
251-4800

Tom Ramsey, founder Last year

1,000 North Austin families fed.•	

Round Rock ISD distributed vouchers to families.•	

Hosted by Snappy Snacks Mobile Catering at the Foreman-•	
Phillips Reaching Out Center.

1,500 military families fed at Fort •	
Hood.

3,000 toys and 10 new bikes given •	
to children.

Hosted by PromiseLand West •	
of Austin and the Fort Hood 
Installation Chaplain’s Office.
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reAL eSTATe rePorT
Mountain Creek
Pflugerville - 78660

Agent: 
Cheryl K. Jenkins
699-6530

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$234,900

801 Olympic Drive

Forest Ridge
Round Rock - 78665

Agent: 
Marianne Lamele
789-5775

4 Br./2 Ba.         
$240,000

3013 Blue Sky Place

Oakcreek
Round Rock - 78681

Agent: 
Janet R. Mays
653-3626

3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$179,900

1213 Parrot Trail

Residential Real Estate Report
  Round Rock & Pflugerville MLS area 

+$3,172 

-81

Change in 
average 

selling
price over 

last year
Pflugerville

+$2,081

Key stats
Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million + 

10
146
232
341
177
65
27
2
2

Price Range No. of homes for sale
Round Rock

Average days on market

5
94

197
135
19
-
2
3
-

Round Rock
50
57
67
71
81
83

126
275
121

57
58
68
79
71
-

249
186

-

Monthly home sales

October 2007
October 2006
September 2007
August 2007
July 2007
June 2007
May 2007 

224
271
226
266
276
314
286 

 

$160,258
$158,177
$172,531
$166,232
$165,213
$167,297
$161,533

Month  No. of sales
Round Rock

Average price
Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

$206,065
$202,893
$216,674
$222,665
$217,475
$210,943
$205,450

103
137
117
147
153
140
131

On the market

Pflugerville Pflugerville

SOld
Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

Change in number of
homes sold over last year

round rock

October 1 - October 31
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books all those years,” said Gloria Wuthrich, 
a Pflugerville resident who donated part of 
her land for the project right-of-way. “They 
kept putting it on hold.”

The county Wells Branch Parkway proj-
ect has three sections of roadway, includ-
ing phase one (Wells Branch Parkway and 
Heatherwilde Boulevard), phase two (Wells 
Branch Parkway from Immanuel Road to 
Killingsworth Lane) and phase three (Kill-
ingsworth Lane to Cameron Road).

Phase one is expected to cost $13 million 
and is now funded approximately half by 
the county and half by private developers.

Problems with negotiations between four 
government entities and private developers 

Pecan St.

Im
manuel R

d.

FM
 685

Dessa
u

Howard Ln.

Heath
erw

ild
e Blvd.FM

 1825

Killingsworth Ln.

Tudor House

for money and design have caused the de-
lay, according to the county.

“We’ve had three developers working 
with numerous other parties, particularly 
with the county and city,” said Phil Spertus, 
a developer with New Wells Point Partners, 
Ltd., which is helping fund phase one. “In 
general, they have been very good to work 
with, it has just been a complicated process. 
The complication is why it took so long, 
but I don’t think any implication that the 
county or the city mishandled it would be 
accurate. They were working in good faith 
to move it forward.”

The 2001 bond approved $5.1 million for 
the project, but the county knew at the time 
it would not be enough and sought more 
funding through public-private partner-
ships and leftover funds from previously 
completed bond projects.

The average cost for road construction 
is approximately $1 million per lane mile. 
Each additional lane, mile or amenity in-
cluding bike lanes, curbs, gutters or street-
lights keep adding to the bill, Manilla said.
Due to the rising costs of materials coupled 
with the price of gas, construction projects 
require more funding than before.
New funding methods

The increased need for funding has driv-
en the commissioners to begin new meth-
ods to help cover costs, including public-
private partnerships with developers and 
private landowners.

“The reason we are looking at public-pri-
vate partnerships is because Travis Coun-
ty…particularly in Pflugerville, is growing 
so fast that the tax base can’t keep up with 
the demand for additional pavement,” said 
Travis County Precinct Two Commissioner 

Sarah Eckhardt. 
The public-private partnerships do have 

advantages, one of which is helping the 
county find ways of funding road projects 
when property tax revenue does not come 
fast enough, Eckhardt said. 

“We were relying on property tax, and 
property tax grows after the fact, and makes 
it very difficult to meet demand as the de-
mand arises,” Eckhardt said. “All it is is an-
other form of taxation, and the best kind of 
tax is on those who can afford it and stand 
to gain from it. The bottom line is [that] 
we wouldn’t have been able to do the Wells 
Branch extension without a public-private 
partnership.”

Eckhardt acknowledges a definite down-
side to the partnerships: Wells Branch 
Parkway phase three still lacks funding.

“Private entities may have deep enough 

Ci
Ty

 P
r

O
je

C
T

Status: Bidding begins in 
December with construction 
starting as early as January. It 
will take 15 to 18 months to 
complete. It was designed as a 
six-lane road, but will be built 
as four lanes.
Funding: City of Austin, Travis 
County, New Wells Point Part-
ners, Ltd., Village at Northtown, 
Ltd., Sealy Heatherwilde L.P.
Estimated cost: $13 million
Included in 2001 Travis County 
bond election. (Remaining 
money from the 1997 bond also 
used).

PHASe oNe The City of Pflugerville completed the 
four lane portion from Tudor House 
Road to Immanuel Road this summer. 
Travis County Commissioner Sarah Eck-
hardt credits Pflugerville with a speedy 
completion of its portion. 

If voters approve road 
projects with bond funding, 
then the money must be used 
for those roads, according to 
Travis County staff.
However, that is not the case 
for portions of Wells Branch 
Parkway because in the 2005 
election, the bond language 
contained a clause that said 
if the county’s negotiations 
with private developers failed 
the money would be real-
located to other projects.

When a project 
does not happen
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130

Pecan St.

FM
 685

Cameron

Weiss Ln.

pockets and a long enough event horizon 
that they can wait out the government,” she 
said. “Other states use impact fees and re-
quire every development to contribute to 
infrastructure based on the load they will 
put on that infrastructure with that devel-
opment, but we don’t have the statutory au-
thority to do that. So, we rely on the good-
ness of private entities to participate.”

Travis County and other government en-
tities will have to find ways of funding road 
projects, Eckhardt said, but she sees anoth-
er solution that must be resolved through 
the Texas Legislature.

“Impact fees would be a far more equi-
table way to distribute the burden than 
public-private partnerships, but we don’t 
have that authority,” Eckhardt said. 

Once the county has decided to pursue 
a road project and voters support it with a 

bond election, the road must be built, Ma-
nilla said. However, in the case of the 2005 
election, the bond language contained a 
clause that said if the county’s negotiations 
with private developers fell through the 
money would be reallocated to a different 
bond project. 

That is what has happened for phase 
three. Along with another delayed project, 
its financing went to a project on Braker 
Lane. The remaining $1.5 million was put 
into an unallocated project or contingency 
fund to be used in the future for other 
projects. 

No plans for funding are scheduled at 
this time, but Manilla is seeking assistance 
from the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. If that does not 
happen, phase three will require another 
bond election.

Status: Two lanes completed. To 
add two more lanes, future bond 
funding is scheduled for 2009 or 
2010 elections.
Funding: Travis County
Estimated cost: $1.74 million
Included in 2001 Travis County 
bond election.

PHASe TWo
PHASe THree

Status: Originally planned for construction with 2005 bond 
money, the funds for phase three were reallocated to another 
bond project. Developers decided not to participate because of 
a downturn in the housing market. To be built, it will require 
funds from a future bond election. The project would include 
financing for the two lanes of phase two still not built.
Funding: Travis County is seeking funds from the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization to complete.
Estimated cost: $10 million
Included in 2005 Travis County bond election.

Art Institute
CONTINUED frOM |1

postal address, although it actually lies in Round Rock city limits. By mid-Novem-
ber, a banner hung on the building facing IH 35 announcing the new tenant.

At this time, of the more than 35 Art Institute schools in the United States, Texas 
has two with one in Dallas and one in Houston. Many of the schools offer four dif-
ferent genres of art, including 
media, design, fashion and cu-
linary. Round Rock’s location 
will have all of the programs 
except culinary, Putman said. 

Under these headings, AI 
studies can include everything 
from fashion design to media 
arts and animation to indus-
trial design technology.

Both of the current Texas 
institutes in Dallas and Hous-
ton offer either an associate’s 
or bachelor’s degree. 

Moore & Associates began 
seeking AI as a tenant this 
summer soon after purchas-
ing the building from Farmers 
Insurance in June.  The school 
will lease around 40,000 sq. 
ft. of the first floor. The total 
building has 160,000 sq. ft. 

Putman said although 
Moore & Associates already 
owns additional Round Rock 
property at the Summit at La 
Frontera, they would like to begin acquiring more property in the area because of 
the transportation infrastructure, surrounding amenities, high visibility and the 
business climate. 

“The same qualities that attracted us were desirable to AI,” he said.

Frontera Crossing



DECEMBER  200714 iMpaCt nEws.CoM iMpaCt nEws.CoM



DECEMBER  2007 15iMpaCt nEws.CoM

“The city is going to do 
this project, so I think it 
is important that we get 
Wyoming Springs ready with 
traffic improvements.”  

Lisa Birkman, 
Williamson County 

Commissioner

Lake Creek Tr.

Brushy Creek

     
     

                     
                                               Creek Bend Cir.

  Park Valley Dr.

Oakland

Georgetown Railroad

Oak Creek

Stone Canyon

Fern Bluff

owned by 
the Clarence 

Sauls

                                                          O’Conner Dr.

                                                                                     Great Oaks

FM 620

        
         

          
            

             
        

        
      

      
      

            
         Hairy Man Rd.

Sam Bass Rd.

                                                    W
yom

ing Springs Dr.

FM 3406

Option1: Improvements between 
Toll 45 and IH 35 on the existing 
route, with bridges at all major 
crossings. possibly widen to six lanes 
with a raised median from Toll 45 to 
Deepwood Drive and a bridge for the 
Georgetown railroad crossing.

St. David’s Round 
Rock Medical 
Center

Texas Department of Transportation which has jurisdiction over rM 620, is con-
ducting a study for road improvement that will continue through  next year.

Option2: Improvements between Toll 45 
and Deepwood Drive, with a new road 
section connecting rM 620 to Hwy. 79 at 
IH 35. Leave the existing portion of rM 
620 between Deepwood Drive and IH 35 
in its current condition.

Creek Bend extension
future four-lane road
Cost: $6.7 million
Completion: 2010
City of round rock project

Wyoming Springs expansion
four-lane expansion
Cost: $6.4 million
Completion: 2010
City of round rock & Williamson 
County project

Fern Bluff 
Community 
Center

Fern Bluff 
Elementary

45

Sam Bass 
Cemetery

Great Oaks 
Elementary

cated on similar arterials, the city 
has offered alternative solutions, 
such as adding tunnels under Wy-
oming Springs. 

Public works director Tom 
Word notes this project is the 
policy of the council because the 
members adopted the project into 
the Round Rock Transportation 
Master Plan almost a decade ago 
in 1998 and updated it in 2004. 
Revisions were added in 2006 and 
in November. He describes the 
project as absolutely necessary 
because if more north-south traf-
fic could get off RM 620 sooner, it 
would ultimately alleviate conges-
tion, he said.

“I would agree if we lived in a 
perfect world that we would not 
put an elementary on an arterial,” 
he said. “That is just not where we 
are.”
on the books

In 1999, the city sent hundreds 
of transportation maps to area re-
altors and ran around 12,000 bro-
chures in a local newspaper. How-
ever, Word acknowledges that 
most residents living in Round 
Rock moved to the city in the last 
five years and probably have not 
seen the plan.

Several of the leaders of C4RG 
did come to Round Rock within 
the last five to seven years, includ-
ing Patrick Savarese, but he be-
lieves this is not just about mov-
ing residential traffic. St. David’s 
Round Rock Medical Center also 
sits on Wyoming Springs.

“I think people at the Round 
Rock hospital have lost incoming 
patients with the new [hospitals] 
that are opening, and this road 
would help them,” he said.

That is not the case, according 
to Word. The plans have been 
around approximately 20 years, 
even before the hospital. An old 
city map shows a future arterial 
running across the area where 
Wyoming Springs is today.

“[St. David’s] obviously exists 
down there,” Word said. “It’s not 
the primary issue. It could cer-
tainly benefit from the road be-
ing in place. Round Rock High 
School will benefit—but that’s not 
the reason it is being built.” 
early plans

The actual right-of-way for 
Wyoming Springs was acquired 
during the platting process, where 
the developer outlined the streets, 
drainage and lots. That is why 
none of the homes face the street. 
Before building began, the plan 
was approved by the planning and 
zoning commission and then re-
corded in the county courthouse. 

This record is the dedication by 
the property owner that the physi-

CONTINUED frOM |1

Construction

cal development will represent 
what was presented in plans to 
the city, according to Word.

Initially, the road was going to 
be a six-lane arterial, but when 
Fern Bluff residents protested, the 
city took away two lanes in 1999 
with the understanding that an-
other road would be built at RM 
620 from Deepwood Drive north 
to Sam Bass Road and south to 
Toll 45. 

This alternative road, known as 
Arterial C, could not substitute 
for Wyoming Springs because it 
would relieve less traffic with its 
proximity to IH 35 and also fun-
nel vehicles farther away from 
most of the northern neighbor-
hoods, Word said. 

Word said another problem 
is it would feed into Deepwood 
Drive and the Round Rock West 
neighborhood. While no homes 
face Wyoming Springs, many do 
on Deepwood, causing concern 
for children who play in the front 
yard and cars pulling out of ga-
rages.

money in hand
In 2001, voters passed a bond 

election that included the funding 
for the Creek Bend project, but it 
was not until this last August that 
the money was issued making fi-
nancing available this fall. 

Then Nov. 8, Williamson Coun-
ty Commissioners Court and 
the city council both signed an 
agreement for joint funding. The 
county became involved because 
part of Wyoming Springs lies in 
its jurisdiction as opposed to the 
city’s, while the land where Creek 
Bend will be extended will be an-
nexed into Round Rock. 

According to the agreement, 
the county will give $3 million 
and another $3.4 million will 
come from Round Rock. With 
help from federal monies, the 
city will fund the Creek Bend ex-
tension at a cost of around $6.7 
million. The agreement requires 
Wyoming Springs be expanded 
before the Creek Bend extension 
funnels cars through the area. 

“The city is going to do this 
project, so I think it is important 
that we get Wyoming Springs ready 
with traffic improvements,” said 
Lisa Birkman, Williamson County 
precinct one commissioner.

If the city extended Creek Bend 
without an expansion of Wyo-
ming Springs, then it would hurt 
the neighborhood even more, 
Birkman said.
Congestion concerns

However, residents also want to 
know where the southbound traf-
fic will go once it hits RM 620, a 
road already known for its heavy 
congestion. A study from 2005 
showed more than 40,000 vehicles 

travel the corridor each day, ac-
cording to the Texas Department 
of Transportation. 

The city does not have authority 
to fix RM 620 because it belongs 
to the state, Word said. While no 
plans are definite, TxDOT is con-
ducting a study of the road. 

Word said traffic on RM 620 has 
decreased by 20 percent since Toll 
45 opened last year, but also ad-
mits the Wyoming Springs/Creek 
Bend project might increase con-
gestion, at least temporarily. 

“There are lots of extra trips,” 
he said. “Early on there might be 
more traffic to 620 that might not 
be there now, but it will balance 
out. People won’t have to go the 
whole way around [to almost IH 
35] to get home.”

Meanwhile, the city has every 
intention of continuing. The Wy-
oming Springs project will take 
six to seven months of consultant 
work. Meetings with stakeholders 
will continue until next October. 
Construction will begin in March 
2009 and will be completed in 
2010.  

future road projects included 
in the city’s Transportation 
Master plan

Creek Bend/Wyoming 
Springs project

round rock city limit Williamson County jurisdiction parklandTraffic patterns
Wyoming Springs Expansion/ Creek Bend Extension

          
                                                      Brightwater Blvd.

Chisholm
 Trl.

Deep W
ood Dr.        

Known as arterial C, this 
future road was added 
to the city’s transporta-
tion plan in 1999 as a 
compromise, so Wyoming 
Springs Drive could go 
from a six-lane corridor to 
four lanes.  

Creek Bend Blvd.

Round Rock 
West

Creek 
Bend

Bent Tree

Oak Springs

The Woods

The Plantation

Old Town
Elementary

Parmer Ln.

Want to learn more about rM 620 projects?
read our October issue online at 

www.impactnews.com.

for more information about the round 
rock Transportation Master plan, visit 
www.roundrocktexas.gov.
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Historical  
Impact

When young Walter E. Henna arrived in the sleepy 
town of Round Rock 105 years ago, the population was 
about 1,130. The population of all of Williamson County 
only reached 38,000. 

By 1910, 25-year-old Walter was already a noted young 
businessman in downtown. Nearby, 21-year-old Maudie 
J. Morgan was a telephone operator, working for local 
telephone manager Miss Ora Dettenhaim. 

A decade later, Walter and Maudie were married with 
two sons, Louis and Wilbur (Billy). By 1930 the family 
was complete with the addition of Robert and Joe.

Walter was manager of the large J. A. Nelson and Com-
pany, the hardware, implements and lumber company on 
Main Avenue. The J. A. Nelson building still exists and is 
home to different businesses including Bella Notte and 
the Austin American-Statesman office.  

Walter expanded his business interest into real estate 
and gas and oil. The Hennas were active members of the 
Round Rock First Baptist Church. In addition, Walter 
volunteered in the Williamson County Old Settlers Asso-
ciation, the Round Rock Cemetery Association, Masonic 
Lodge 227, the chamber of commerce and the county 
school board. 

He was named one of the first “Outstanding Citizens” 
of Round Rock. By 1936, 21-year-old Louis M. Henna was 
operating his own independent garage and filling station 
in Round Rock. 

The history of automobile dealerships in Texas would 
take a new twist that year when a field representative 
of Chevrolet approached Louis about an automobile 
franchise for Round Rock. Louis agreed to the endeavor 
with the understanding he would not have to stock a lot 
of extra parts. 

By 1938, Henna Motor Company had erected what was 
described as the “World’s Largest Road Sign,” which was 
sized at 47 ft. by 107 ft., containing 16,610 ft. all together. 
It read, “Henna Motor Company, Round Rock, Best Place 
in Texas to Buy a Chevrolet.” 

More than seven decades later, Henna Motor Company 
is still family owned and operated. Today at the helm is 
Louis M. Henna, Jr. who was born into the family Chevro-
let business. The primary business is at 8805 IH 35.

Louis M. Henna Sr. was on the Round Rock City 
Council by 1947 and served as Round Rock mayor from 
1952-56. He and wife, Billie Sue, were dedicated to com-
munity improvement. They dreamed of providing Chris-
tian care for abused and neglected children in Central 
Texas and that dream became a reality in 1950. 

The Texas Baptist Children’s Home was started with the 
Henna’s donation of 112 acres of land and five newly-con-
structed buildings, including three cottages, an adminis-
tration building and a superintendent’s residence. 

The deed was presented to the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas for the operation of the home to provide 
supportive services based on 
Christian values for children, 
youth and families. More than 
50 years later, the home contin-
ues with the same purpose and 
services. 

  

The Henna family of Round Rock
by Karen thompson, Williamson County historian

Left bottom: The Walter Henna family in 1960. 
Front row L-R: Ruth, William Morgan, Janet, 
Ann Marie and “Lassie.” Back L-R: Bobby, Billy, 
Walter, Jo Ann, Martha, Louis Sr., Maudie, Susie, 
Billie Sue, Joe. B, Louis Jr. and Martha Ann.

Right bottom: The original Walter Henna home 
on West Main Street was converted into the 
Round Rock Condra Funeral Home in 1947. 
Funeral home director Jack Hightower in 1949.

Louis and Billie Sue Henna giving Dr. J. Howard 
Williams, executive secretary of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, the  deed for the Texas Baptist 
Children’s Home. Photo courtesy of “Round Rock 
Texas, USA”, reference book in Round Rock library.
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Explore the history of Dr. john Scofield’s family who once 
owned the land where Scofield farms neighborhood  
now exists. 

ranch turned subdivision
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Cedar Park is approaching a time when it will be virtually built out. It is landlocked — 
bordered on all sides by the city limits or extra-territorial jurisdictions of other cities.

“We’ve had projections of build out as early as 2012 and as late as 2015 or ’16 based on 
growth patterns,” said Duane Smith, director of planning and development. “There are 
other variables in there such as the economy and what forces interact on you that you 
have no control over.”

Smith said a population estimate of 95,000 is a reasonable maximum.
However, the city will never tack the words “No Vacancy” under its city limits signs. 

People constantly move in and out of town, older buildings can be redeveloped and many 
neighborhoods have a scattering of vacant lots, Smith said.

“You start looking at transition areas, or areas that are going to infill or redevelop,” 
Smith said. “So even though your parameters may be pretty well used up, you have a lot 
of internal stuff that may change over the years. It doesn’t mean that there’s no activity.”

Mayor Bob Lemon also notes that residential build out will occur more quickly than 
commercial build out.

“Our city is not going to be built out in five years; we are going to be built out residentially 
in five years. Then we’ll have five to 10 years of commercial growth.”

Cedar Park’s offices of planning and building inspections recently completed an 
inventory of existing and anticipated single-family lots left in the city and its ETJ. 

It divided the lots into four categories: lots currently defined and available for 
construction, lots shown on preliminary plats, estimates of lots in undefined single-family 
zoning districts and estimates of lots on land designated by the Future Land Use Plan.

The total projected lot count totals 5,829. Multiplied by the planning department’s 
average of 3.1 persons per lot, Cedar Park can expect to gain more than 18,000 residents 
living in single-family homes. 

About 50,000 people live within the city limits now, in addition to 20,000 in the extra-
territorial jurisdiction.

A study involving the number of multi-family lots left is now underway. 
Cedar Park’s Future Land Use Plan lays out a guideline for planning the locations of 

different usages. 
Residential development occupies 49.5 percent of Cedar Park’s land, while office, retail 

and commercial buildings take up 34 percent of the city. 

by Kara Vaught

Cedar Park plans for residential 
build out within the decade

LEANDER

AUSTIN

ROUND ROCK

JONESTOWN

Zoned Development Reserve: No zoning 
has been applied.  While some structures 
may exist, the majority of these areas are 
undeveloped and could be used in the 
future.

Landlocked: Cedar Park is surrounded by the city limits and extra-territorial 
jurisdictions of Leander, Round Rock, Austin and Jonestown.
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CEDAR PARK

Beyond BBQ
Northwest austin 
restaurant offers a 
delicious persian 
menu even for 
timid diners.
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Leander Independent School District 
encourage fathers to come on campus 
through the Dads of Great Students, or 
Watch D.O.G.S. program.

Dads back in school Brooklyn native Carmine 
fazzolari brings the heart of 
Little Italy and his mother’s 
home-style cooking to 
Hutto.

more  
catfish
a pflugerville-based 
restaurant opens a 
new location in Cedar 
park.

Big square pizza

Regional  
Impact

a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  o u r  r e c e n t  l e a n d e r / c e d a r  p a r k ,  n o r t h w e s t  a u s t i n  a n d 
g e o r g e t o w n / h u t t o / t a y l o r  p u b l i c a t i o n s 

Hutto residents will have access to healthcare from two 
new hospitals and shopping at the outlet mall in Round 
Rock with the opening of the Chandler Road extension 
in January.

“[The road] gives us an opportunity to have better ac-
cess to the new developments in that area of Round Rock 
close to IH 35, as in our area as well,” Hutto City Manager 
Ed Broussard said. “It is very important to the city in re-
gards to future commercial and possibly industrial de-
velopment along that corridor in Hutto. We’ve indicated 
it as a major arterial in our growth guidance plan for the 
north part of our community.”

Williamson County officials recognized the need for 
another east-west corridor in 1999 and began planning 
for the expansion of Chandler Road east to Hutto with 
the 2000 road bond package. In 2006 the county com-
missioners added funds from another bond package to 
continue the road into Taylor.

The project has cost $4.2 million for Phase 1 construc-

New road project connects Hutto to Round Rock
by beth Wade

  

Fm 1460 improvements
The Texas Department of Transportation has plans to 
widen FM 1460 to a four-lane divided highway from 
Round Rock north of Hwy. 79 to Georgetown. Phase 1 
will upgrade the road to four lanes with a divided section 
from Old Settlers Boulevard to Westinghouse Road. This 
portion is in need of funding, said TxDOT spokesman 
Marcus Cooper, and is expected to be put up for bid by 
April 2009. Phase 2 from Westinghouse to Quail Valley 
Drive in Georgetown will expand to four lanes with a 
continuous left turn lane. There is no timeline for the 
second phase. 

N

79

1460

I-35

Quail Valley Dr.

Georgetown

round rock

Chandler Rd.

Old Settlers Blvd.

Westinghouse Rd.

Phase 1

Phase 2

130
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CR 110
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The first phase of the North Burnet/Gate-
way neighborhood plan received its final 
reading before approval at the Austin City 
Council Nov. 1. The area is being given an 
overlay to allow mixed-use development, 
taller buildings.

The planning and zoning department 
will begin Phase 1 by introducing design 
standards such as less surface parking and 
better sidewalks from the city’s Transit Ori-
ented Development and Urban Design or-
dinances. 

Currently, the only area to which urban 
design standards are applied, is the region 
south of Braker Lane and east of Burnet 

Braker

183

MoP
ac

Burnet

M
etro Rail

M
et

er
ic

tion to CR 110. The county approved a construction con-
tract for Phase 2, CR 110 to FM 1660, which totaled $8.2 
million.

“The [1999] commissioners knew they couldn’t improve 
the traffic situation, but they could keep traffic about the 
same as the population grew,” said Connie Watson, Wil-
liamson County public information officer. “This court is 
working to create new roads for mobility and safety. When 
you add traffic, there can be a lot of safety issues, which 
there would have been without the addition of new roads.”

The extension will add 7.7 miles of two-lane roadway in 
each direction with a curb and gutter system and a center 
turn lane. Phase 1 construction began in August 2003, and 
in September 2006 road crews started work on Phase 2.

“This will provide another way to get east and west through 
the county. It should relieve day to day traffic on Hwy. 79 
and provide a way for detours if there is an accident on 
Hwy. 79, which can shut down traffic,” Watson said.

The road is also known as University Boulevard in Round 

Rock and RM 1431 on the west side of the city. The road 
will keep its name, Chandler Road, in Hutto.

Eventually the road will be extended with an additional 
7.12 miles to Taylor. Planning on Phase 3A, from FM 1660 
to CR 368, and Phase 3B from CR 368 to Hwy. 95, has be-
gun. The project is still in the design stage, but is expected 
to begin by March 2008, with an estimated $16.2 million 
price tag, Watson said.

Road. 
TOD standards will first be applied to 

the land within a quarter-mile radius of the 
North Burnet MetroRail station, the loca-
tion of which is yet to be determined. 

In Phase 2, a more comprehensive set 
of regulations will build on Phase 1, and 
must also be approved by the city council. 
Amendments made to Phase 1 include the 
following:

• The city will work with Texas Depart-
ment of Public Transportation to improve 
Duval Road from MoPac to Burnet, pos-
sibly by extending the MoPac access roads 
using grade-separated crossing over the 

Union Pacific railroad tracks and modify-
ing Duval Road where it runs into Gracy 
Farms to allow two-way traffic.

• A safe bicycle connection will be creat-
ed from Shoal Creek Boulevard to the area 
north of US 183.

• The University of Texas’ 
Western Tract, now vacant 
land along Braker Lane, could 
be used for commercial mixed-
use purposes, but destination 
retail would not be allowed. 

Northwest Austin prepares for mixed-use development

on Hwy. 79
The November 
Community Corridor 
section reports on the 
growth around Hwy. 79.

Site of North Burnet/
Gateway  zoning
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Neighborhood
         Dining

happy dragon chinese bistro

 Ten years ago, a young man from Malaysia immigrated 
to the United States with a dream to open a restaurant.  
After exploring several options, he chose to cook what 
he knew best—Chinese food.  Housed in the Greenlawn 
Shopping Center on Louis Henna Boulevard, Michael 
Ng’s successful restaurant, Happy Dragon Chinese Bistro, 
has served diners in the Round Rock area for around a 
year.  

Ng said he started at the bottom in the restaurant busi-
ness. He washed dishes, he cleaned, he cooked, he waited 
tables. He feels that all these experiences enable him to 
understand every facet of the business. Now he oversees 
the entire operation at the Happy Dragon including mak-
ing sure his diners are well fed and comfortable. 

In his own words, he “cuts no corners to serve fresh 
delicious Chinese food to his patrons.” On the day we 
visited at lunch, our group was impressed by the freshness 
and variety of our food. Ng went on to say that he “does 
not make up sauces ahead of time but treats each dish 
individually as soon as the order is placed.” 

Particularly tasty was the complimentary bowl of fried 
wontons which we munched on as soon as we arrived. We 
had to try the Hot and Sour Soup ($1.50). It was deli-
cious, tasting as if the veggies had just been chopped into 

the broth. Vegetarian Egg Rolls ($1.20) were seasoned 
delightfully and hand made.

The menu entree list is varied with something for 
everyone. Mild, medium and spicy tastes are all avail-
able.  Kung Pao Shrimp ($6.50) arrived hot and spicy and 
remained so the entire meal. Super fresh and crunchy 
shrimp and vegetables made this common Chinese dish 
wonderful. 

 Portions are generous, so I shared my Dragon Spicy 
Chicken ($7.25) with a friend. Chunks of white meat and 
tangy sauce combined with fresh vegetables to create a 
dish with a kick to it.  

Notable was the fact that every diner at our table 
mentioned the rice. We all know that most Chinese rice is 
clumpy—we are accustomed to it. The rice at the Happy 
Dragon is flaky, separating into tender kernels on your 
fork or chopsticks.

Chef ’s Specialties are popular items during the eve-
ning. The Seafood Clay Pot ($10.50) looked interesting 
with its bean curd, shrimp, scallops and surumi sauteed 
with vegetables in a chef ’s sauce.  Another popular item 
is Dragon Szechuan Duck ($9.95), marinated duck with 
slices of fresh ginger, celery, carrots and green onions in a 
spicy Szechuan sauce.    

Happy dragon Chinese Bistro
661 louis Henna Blvd., Ste. 410

Round Rock • 828-3321

Asian restaurant a realization of an immigrant’s dream
by ann M. Calvert

Michael Ng, owner

Happy 
Dragon

Louis Henna Blvd.

(delivery to limited area)

Mon. - Wed. 11 a.m. -3p.m., 4:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Th. - Sat. 11a.m. - 10 p.m. •  Sun. 11 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

Restaurant owner Michael Ng took the naming of his business 
very seriously. The two different characters in his company's logo 
translate into "Happy Dragon." In China, the dragon is considered 
the god of all animals and very powerful. He lives in the sky and 
brings prosperity and good luck to those he guides. Ng added the 
word "happy" because that is a feeling he wanted reflected in his 
employees, customers and himself. 

A  VA LU E D  N A M E G
reenlaw

n B
lvd.
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Community  
Corridors

Central Commerce
Sponsored by 

1
4

3

2
7

6

5

Future Land Use

Business

The Weitzman Group broke ground in August on 
Pecan Street Marketplace. 

The center will include Starbucks in the middle 
and Lone Star Kolaches on one of the ends. 
The Weitzman Group is also in the process 
of speaking with other service business and 
restaurant owners to fill in the remaining spaces.

The Weitzman Group also broke ground on the 
Plaza at Grand Avenue Parkway. So far they have 
signed CITGO Convenient Store and Gas Station 
on one end and Thundercloud Subs on the other. 

The Water Tank Too, a restaurant and bar, opened 
May 13 and has 52 employees. 

Renco Supply is a family business that is locally 
owned and operated. In business since 1971, 
they have been at the Central Commerce location 
since 1983. Renco Supply is a state warehouse 
that provides highway control products such as 
traffic buttons, mailboxes and reflectors.  They 
also have a home and garden shop on site. 

Central Commerce Office Park has around 24 
units. Two are for lease with around 1,836 sq. ft. 
each. They can be individually owned or leased. 

Contact The Paul Ott Company at 218-7777 for 
more information.

Windermere Utility has positioned a new water 
tower behind the Water Tank restaurant. It is 
expected to be completed mid-2008.

Although Western States Fire Protection has 
locations all over the United States, its Austin 
location has been in Pflugerville for the last three 
years. They have 65 employees and provide fire 
protection services from Waco to San Marcos.

Beck Associates opened in 1998. With 35 
employees, they provide updated systems for T.V. 
stations and equipment including routers and 
mixers. For more information, call 252-7555.

Grand Avenue Pkwy.

Central Com
m

erce

FM 1825
Vision D

r.

For Lease

The information contained herein was obtained from sources deemed reliable; however, The Weitzman Group makes no guarantees, warranties or representations as to the completeness or accuracy thereof.  The presentation of this real estate information 
is subject to errors; omissions; change of price; prior sale or lease; or withdrawal without notice.  The Weitzman Group, which provides real estate brokerage services, and Cencor Realty Services, which provides property management and development 
services, are divisions of Weitzman Management Corporation, a regional realty corporation.  08-30-07J

101 West 6th Street, Suite 300, Austin, Texas 78701  512.482.0094   512.482.9021 fax

The Retail Specialists®

Plaza at Grand Avenue
1700 Grand Avenue Parkway
Pflugerville, Texas

LOCATION
 NWC of Grand Avenue Parkway, 
 & .02 miles East of IH35

SHOPPING CENTER SIZE
23,400 square feet

SPACE AVAILABLE 
1,100 - 6,500 square feet

BASE RENTS
$19.00 - $23.00 per square foot

NNN EXPENSES
 $5.40 per square foot

MAJOR TENANTS
Pre-leased to convenience store and gas station

TRAFFIC COUNTS 
 27,000 vehicles per day (Grand Avenue Parkway)

2006 DEMOGRAPHICS 3-mile
 Population Estimate 65,675
 # of Households 23,659
 Avg. H.H. Income $79,628

HIGHLIGHTS
• Abundant parking (1:133 parking ratio)
• Located in Austin ETJ; no zoning requirements!
• Grand Avenue turns into AW Grimes & connects 

  to Georgetown
• End-cap with drive-through capability available
• Patio for restaurant available
• Superb signage on 30’ corner pylon sign

MICHELE GARY
mgary@weitzmangroup.com

DAVIS BENNETT
dbennett@weitzmangroup.com

TRAVIS ROBERTSON
trobertson@weitzmangroup.com
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Plaza at Grand Avenue Pkwy.

Pecan Street Marketplace

This line divides the City of Pflugerville (to 
the right) and the Austin extra-territorial 
jurisdiction (to the left).

6

6

Graham Central Station

Cinemark Tinseltown 20

Three Points Plaza
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Inside
Information

Tips for holiday shipping
Ship early — Holiday volume leads to 

overcrowded trucks, planes and routes. Check 
carrier Web sites for shipping deadlines: www.
usps.com, www.FedEx.com, www.ups.com and 
www.dhl.com.

Pack intelligently — Always use a corrugated 
container with a minimum of two inches 
cushioning around each side. Carriers will not 
follow special directions and will not honor 
damage claims on packages with insufficient 
packaging. Cushioning can be any combination 
of bubble-wrap, Styrofoam, etc. Packing paper is 
not recommended because it has no resiliency 
after impact.

Ship smart — Shipping one 20-pound box 
is generally less expensive than shipping two 
10-pound boxes. Also, packages destined for 
military addresses must be sent through the 
United States Postal Service. Shipping alcohol 
is illegal. 

Leave it to the professionals — Especially 
when dealing with anything fragile or breakable, 
sometimes it is best to let a professional do the 
packing. 

A few more tips:
• Packing peanuts and other re-usable packaging 
products are recyclable. Many retail shipping 
locations accept these materials.

• If possible, ship to a business address. This will 
ensure someone will be available to receive the 
package.
• Wrapping shipping containers with paper 
is not recommended. If the wrapping is 
damaged or lost in transit, the package becomes 
undeliverable. To ensure proper delivery, write 
the ‘to’ and ‘from’ inside the box as well.

mailing deadlines:
Because Christmas Day falls on a Tuesday, the 

last time to ship for delivery before the holiday is 
Friday, Dec. 21, or early in the morning on Dec. 
22. Sending on either Friday or Saturday will 
require overnight shipping with much higher 
costs and risk of weather delay.
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1  CJ’s mail Box 
Shipping & more

1601 S. IH 35, Ste. 385
436-8568

2  eco Box
115 Sundance Parkway, 
Ste. 300
218-9888

3  Fedex Kinko’s
451 Louis Henna Blvd.
238-7776

4  mail & more
1701 S. Mays St., Ste. J
388-4458

5  mailbox & more
2700 W. Pecan St.
990-9882

6  Postal Annex
2051 Gattis School Road, 
Ste. 540
218-4700

7  Postal Annex
110 N. IH 35
828-4549

8  Postnet
3720 Gattis School Road, 
Ste. 800
248-1161

9  uPS mail 
Innovations
15400 Long Vista Drive, 
Ste. 102
386-6442

10  uPS Store
900 E. Pecan St., Ste. 300
670-9001

11  uPS Store
2541 S. IH 35, Ste. 200
238-6245

12  uPS Store
402 W. Palm Valley Blvd., 
Ste. A
218-0311

13  uPS Store
1779 Wells Branch Parkway, 
Ste. 110B
990-5721

14  uPS Store
16238 RM 620, Ste. F
244-3375

15  uS Post office
797 Sam Bass Road
238-9461

16  uS Post office
2250 Double Creek Drive
244-6432

17  uS Post office
301 Heatherwilde Blvd.
251-1184

18  uS Post office
2113 Wells Branch Parkway
990-5934

shipping holiday packages

Gattis School Rd.

Pecan St.
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D
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Getting the right gift is important, 
but so is making sure it gets to the 
recipient in one piece. Whether the 
gift is traveling across town, across the 
country or overseas, it is a challenge 
to ensure the varying packaging 
requirements and holiday mailing 
deadlines are met. 

“The job of getting gifts where 
they need to be can be accomplished 
confidently and conveniently with 
some preplanning and expert shipping 
assistance,” said PakMail Anderson Mill 
owner Joel Altsman, who offers his 
tips on getting through the gift-giving 
season.

12

Howard Ln.

H
eatherw

ilde

Red Bud

1



DECEMBER  2007 25iMpaCt nEws.CoM

Sam’s Handy Helpers
1901 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
971-7011
Hours: Beginning Nov. 23, daily noon to 8 p.m. 

elgin Christmas Tree Farm
120 Nature’s Way, Elgin
281-5016 
e-mail: info@elginchristmastreefarm.com
Web site: www.elginchristmastreefarm.com 
Hours: Open the Friday after Thanksgiving until 
the weekend before Christmas, Monday - Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Sunday, noon to 5:30 p.m.

evergreen Farms Christmas Trees
242 Monkey Road, Elgin 
281-4833
e-mail: mbwalter@totalaccess.net
Web site: www.evergreen-farms.com
Hours: Monday - Friday, noon to dark and week-
ends, 9 a.m. to dark. 

Farmer’s Nursery, Inc.
1305 Leander Drive, Leander
259-4111
Web site: www.farmersnursery.com
Hours: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday -  
Saturday

Loma Alta Christmas Tree Farm
214 Loma Alta Drive, Smithville
360-2005
e-mail: lomaalta@flash.net
Web site: www.flash.net/~lomaalta 
Hours: Open daily, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
At the farm: Hay rides, gifts, arts and crafts, picnic 
area, wreaths and/or garlands, food and drinks, 
tours, ducks and geese.

For more information about Christmas tree farms, visit www.texaschristmastrees.com.

Smithville

Bastrop

Austin

Pflugerville

Cedar Park

Leander 79

183

Georgetown

130

1

mcIntire’s Garden Center
303 Leander Road, Georgetown
863-8243
Web site: www.mcintiresgarden.com
Hours: Monday - Saturday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.;  
Sundays 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Papa Noel
15501 N. RM 620, Austin
388-1110
Hours: Beginning Thanksgiving Day,  
daily, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 
Papa Noel
14050 1/2 N. US 183, Austin
388-1110
Hours: Beginning Thanksgiving Day,  
daily, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Pflugerville optimist Club
Northeast corner of Third and Main streets,  
Pflugerville
251-9566; 923-3930
e-mail: AJEschberger@sbcglobal.net
Hours: Nov. 23 until sold out. Monday – Friday, 5 to 
9 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sunday,  
1 to 9 p.m.     

red Barn Garden Center
12881 Pond Springs Road, Austin
335-8093
Hours: Extended hours begin Nov. 23. For more 
information, call the store.
 
round rock SerTomA Club 
Wells Fargo Bank front lot, 
505 Round Rock Ave., Round Rock
e-mail: information@rrsertoma.org
Hours: Monday - Friday, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturdays, 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sundays, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sales 
begin Nov. 23, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
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Round Rock

round rock Gardens
901 Sam Bass Road, Round Rock
255-3353
Hours: Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. to 9p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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where to find christmas trees

2615 Crystal Bend Dr. • Pflugerville, TX 78660

79

290

Sam’s Handy Helpers
9804 FM 620, Austin
971-7011
Hours: daily, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
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A Dog is for 
Life —

 Not Just for 
Christmas
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A Congressman’s  day
8 a.m.   |   Bible study
U.S. rep. john Carter attends a Bible study in the office of Dennis Hastert, 
former Speaker of the House in the Capitol building. 

This is a standard weekly meeting on Carter’s agenda. Community Impact 
publisher john Garrett and I walked with the congressman from Carter’s office 
in the Cannon Building down the street to the Capitol, which took about five 
minutes. 

6 p.m.   |  Fundraisers
a reception is held announcing a new fundraiser named the 
Combat Soldiers recovery fund. Carter is asked to speak at the 
occasion, hosted in an office downtown. Before the reception, 
Carter sits in the foyer with his press secretary Carmen Terry for 
another call with a talk radio show with pete Olsen. 

4 p.m.   |  Unexpected visit
five restaurant representatives, one from round rock 
and others from Central Texas, come for an unexpected 
visit to talk to Carter about their concerns regarding the 

immigration issue. They make it clear that they oppose hiring 
illegal aliens, but also express a need for more staffing. Carter 
says he understands their dilemma, but cautions that if the law 
is not obeyed, consequences must follow.

3 p.m.   |  T.V. time
Once a month, Carter records a 30-minute show “judgment on Congress” for cable 
channels that want to broadcast it. 

according to his press secretary, the only station currently airing the program is City of 
round rock’s Channel 10, which has a federal government hour Tuesday at 8 p.m. Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchinson also has a show, which runs during that hour also.

Carter invited another Central Texas representative Lamar Smith as his guest that day. 

During filming, both republicans discussed the immigration issue from a conservative standpoint. as a member of the judiciary committee, 
Smith emphasized the importance of enforcing existing laws. 

9:06 a.m.   |  On the air 
With a cell phone, Carter called the Lynn Woolley Show, a talk radio program in Temple, Texas while standing on the Capitol steps. Carter 
discussed immigration and its affect on the people of Central Texas. 

10 a.m.   |  Memorial vandalism
Carter’s scheduler takes the congressman to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to 
view vandalism, which occurred Sept. 7. We walked about a quarter of a mile 
to reach the memorial located near the reflecting pond on the National Mall. 

Carter’s staff was alerted to the desecration after reading a brief story he 
said was buried in the pages of the Washington Post. a light, oily, unidentified 
substance was spilled over portions of some of the names, causing concern 
that it might eat away at the names of the 58,256 who died during that era.  
as part of the Military Quality of Life subcommittee and as representative for 

the largest military base in the world at fort Hood, Carter said he felt the media ignored the situation.

The next day, Carter planned a press conference to denounce the vandalism. He also presented a resolution to the house, which came to the 
floor Oct. 23, nearly a month later.

11:30 a.m.   |  Casts a vote
Carter is called to the floor of the House for a vote. prior to voting, Carter’s team briefs him on the issues up for a vote that day. 

a warning buzzer sounds in each congressman’s office indicating 15 minutes until voting time is up. Since we are in another building, we 
have to begin early to assure that Carter will be there in time to vote. This walk takes us onto an elevator down to the basement, then 
through a tunnel from the Cannon building to the Capitol. We left Carter because we were not allowed on the floor of the House and went 
upstairs to the gallery to view the voting procedure. We had to check our cameras, cell phones and recording devices before we could enter 
the gallery.

7 p.m.   | Day’s end
Carter’s last event for the evening is the National republican Congressional Committee’s salute to former Speaker Dennis Hastert 
in the Capitol Hill Club. Various republican congressmen recognize Hastert, who is retiring, for his contributions to the GOp 
during his 20 years as a congressman.
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Bio
Known as the “judge,” U.S. rep. john Carter had 20 years of judicial experience when he was 
elected to represent the 31st Congressional District of Texas in 2002. He was re-elected in both 
2004 and 2006.

a native of Houston, Carter received his undergraduate degree in history from Texas Tech 
University and completed law school at the University of Texas. He met his wife Erika in 
Holland, and together they have four children, including a son who coaches baseball at 
round rock High School.  He served as municipal judge of round rock and district judge of 
Williamson County.

as district judge he was the first republican elected to a county-wide position in Williamson 
County. 

U.S. Rep. John CaRteR

Local Office: 
1717 N. IH 35, Ste. 303, round rock
426-1600
http://carter.house.gov

House committees and membership
House Republican Conference Secretary 

Appropriations Committee
Military Quality of Life and Veterans 

Affairs Subcommittee
Homeland Security Subcommittee
Foreign Operations Subcommittee

House Republican Steering Committee

U.S. Rep. John Carter speaks at the press conference 
to denounce the vandalism to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall, which occurred Sept. 7. 

Editor’s Note: Our purpose for this 
feature evolved as we followed these 
two energetic congressmen through 
their day. It became obvious that there 
was little downtime, whether they are 
in Washington voting on decisions that 
effect lives, both locally and nationally, 
or back home in Central Texas visiting 
and listening to the needs of their 
constituents. 

- Cathy Kincaid, Editor
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7 p.m.   |  Final votes
 after another dinner, this one more casual, with other republican members, McCaul returns to the Capitol to cast his last votes for the day. 
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Congressional District 10 County line
Congressional District

8 a.m.   |  Breakfast
U.S. rep. Michael McCaul attends breakfast with members on the Homeland Security 
Committee.

9 a.m.   |  Anti-terrorism caucus meeting  
McCaul organized the bipartisan meeting with guest speaker and austinite Lawrence Wright, 
pulitzer prize winner for his history of al-Qaeda, “The Looming Tower: al-Qaeda and the road 
to 9/11.”  
With his book as the basis, Wright opened his one-man play “My Trip to al-Qaeda” at the LBj 
Library in austin.  He also performed one week in Washington D.C. McCaul’s staff arranged 
for him to speak with congressional members to share his experiences in the Middle East. The 
meeting was closed to the general public to allow members to ask questions freely. It was a 
bipartisan group of around 20-30 attendees. 

10 a.m.   |   Childhood cancer press rally at the Cannon building terrace
McCaul appears with Congresswoman Deborah pryce of Ohio in support of the Conquer Childhood Cancer act of 2006. The legislation would 
give $107 million in funding. It is currently co-sponsored by more than 70 congressional members.  Supporting cancer research is one of 
McCaul’s priorities. He had a friend who died of childhood Leukemia in the fourth grade. His father also died of cancer. McCaul recently 
spoke about the need for more research and development of cancer treatment to the World Health Organization at the request of the United 
Nations.

11 a.m.   |  Vietnam Wall conference
returning outside to the same spot, with the Capitol dome in the background, McCaul speaks at a press conference held by U.S. rep. john 
Carter’s office, which called attention to vandalism at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. The congressional members and veterans 
demanded the justice department make every effort to find the vandals. a veteran’s group offered a $5,000 award.

11:15 a.m.  |   Office wait
McCaul returns to his office, waiting for a warning buzzer that announces the voting time to sound. 

When it sounds, he has 15 minutes to reach the Capitol and give his vote. When McCaul first came to Washington D.C. as an elected official, 
he said he would leave as soon as the bell rang, nervous that he would not make it in time. However, after awhile, he noticed his senior 
colleagues arrived nearly at the end of their allotted time. The 15 minutes often stretched to closer to 20 minutes. Now McCaul works a little 
longer in his office before going to vote.

11:40 a.m.    |  In the Capitol
We travel through a maze of corridors underground between the Cannon building and the Capitol. Before entering the gallery to watch the 
voting, everyone, including McCaul’s staff, had to check-in their cameras, cell phones and recording devices. 

The only cameras in the room belong to C-Span, which are mounted just below the balcony. McCaul’s said it is to protect congress members 
from the concern that their words and opinions would be taken out of context. 

1:15 p.m.   | Committee briefing
Mandy Bowers, a senior staff member for Homeland Security, arrives to give a briefing on project 28, a pilot project that builds 28 miles of 
wall along the Mexico-U.S. border. 
project 28 has $8 billion in funding and starts initially in arizona. It is later expected to expand to Texas, however the pilot program has not 
gone as well as hoped. It began in april and the border patrol was supposed to take control of the system june 13, but they refused until it 
was more functional. When additional tests in july failed, the developers changed management. Now it is expected to be complete around 
October or November.

1:45 p.m.   |  Cyber warfare  
Kevin Gronberg, a staff member for Homeland Security Committee, briefs McCaul on 
preparation of a new program designed to combat cyber warfare. The effort will be 
announced to the public and the media at the beginning of November. The concern is foreign 
countries could potentially shut down major infrastructure through computer hacking.

3 p.m.   |  Drop-by visit from Samsung  
a lobbyist from Samsung introduces himself and discusses White Space, which is the extra 
and unused channels that give only grainy black and white images on  the T.V. Technology 
is available to create devices that would stream Internet through those unused channels, 
but some companies have expressed concern about potential problems with interference. 
If the channeling device is too close to someone else’s T.V. it could cause problems. The 
lobbyist told McCaul that Samsung supports using the White Space channels, but wants any 
channeling devices in a fixed location to prevent interference.  

4 p.m.   |  The president
McCaul gets an allergy shot before going to the White House for a special dinner with the president. The congressman is invited to the White 
House about four times a year with a few other members.

10:30 a.m.   |  Security check
We returned to his office for a few minutes break before the next press conference. 

When entering the Cannon building, we are not checked by security as McCaul’s guests. He must be wearing his congressional pin on his 
lapel as he escorts his companions inside. This is a privilege exclusively allowed to members of Congress.

U.S.  rep. Michael McCaul is serving his second term, which ends next year, representing the 
10th District of Texas in the United States Congress. He plans to run for re-election.

Born in 1962, McCaul is originally from Dallas, where he attended a jesuit preparatory college. 
He went to San antonio and graduated with a bachelor’s in business and history from Trinity 
University. McCaul also received his juris Doctor from St. Mary’s University School of Law and 
completed the Senior Executive fellows program of the School of Government at Harvard 
University. He eventually served as Texas Deputy attorney General and as a federal prosecutor 
for the Department of justice.

He is married to Linda Mays McCaul. Together the McCauls have five children.

U.S. Rep. Michael MccaUl

House committees 
Committee on Homeland Security
Committee on Foreign Affairs
Committee on Science and Technology
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct
House Republican Policy Committee

During the last week of September, three of the Community Impact Newspaper staff, including publisher John Garrett, editor Cathy Kincaid and assistant editor Christi Covington, traveled 
to Washington D.C. to meet with local congressmen. The goal was to follow their normal schedule and report on efforts to meet local needs on a national level. 

Local Office: 
5929 Balcones Drive, Ste. 305, austin
473-2357
www.house.gov/mccaul/

Reporter’s Note: The day we spent 
with the Congressman was marked by 
two primary activities: walking and 
talking. We went back and forth from 
the Capitol and other surrounding 
buildings.  Between meetings, 
McCaul’s staff briefed him on the bills 
up for vote throughout the day. While 
interesting and informative, the day 
was anything but glamorous.

-Christi Covington, Assistant Editor
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U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul speaks 
at a press confernece in support of 
the Conquer Childhood Cancer Act 
of 2006.
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Immigration and homeland security

When U.S. representatives 
John Carter and Michael McCaul 
talk to their constituents, they 
find people repeatedly bring up 
the same topic—immigration. 

“It is the No. 1 issue, may-
be even more important than 
homeland security [to citizens],” 
McCaul said.  “It’s the top one or 
two. I have never seen more peo-
ple angry in politics. We have the 
problem of illegal labor and the 
Other Than Mexicans who come 
here.”

Immigration concerns encom-
pass everything from national 
security to economics to health-
care, Carter said. 

“Most people agree we have 
a need for workers in the coun-
try,” said the former Williamson 
County district judge. “I think 
people should be legal in the 
country – invited in, they follow 
the rules and then let them in. 
We have got 12 million who do 
not follow the rules. We have to 
figure out what we are going to 

do with them, and I am not one to 
give any slack.”

This year, Carter has authored 
two bills and recently introduced 
them to congressional committees 
where they must be approved 
before reaching the floor of the 
House of Representatives. 

One requires identification 
cards with biometric identifiers 
for anyone residing in the U.S. and 
the other increases legal enforce-
ment against illegal immigrants. 

A third bill that is yet to be 
introduced is a worker program 
that requires illegal immigrants 
to accept a criminal charge on 
their record, but allows them to 
stay and work without a path to 
citizenship.

Andrew Martinez, president of 
the Austin Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, sees the need for a 
worker’s program. He said that as 
the Austin area continues to grow, 
the economy requires the services 
provided by Mexican immigrants, 
largely in construction labor.  

“They told me to hire a lawyer. I said 
forget it. I am not paying thousands of 
dollars for a lawyer. So I found all the 
information online and followed the 
directions. It was not too hard. I had to 

get finger printed 
in San Antonio 
and go to an 
interview with my 
spouse. The guy 
told some political 
jokes and stamped 
the papers. I 
have a feeling it 
would not have 
been so easy if I 
did not have an 
education, and I 

lived south of the border. It was roughly 
$1,000 in fees.”

Gerard Liboiron, Round Rock business 
owner, 

A Canadian who received permanent residency through 
marriage to a U.S. citizen. 

“As an employer, I want to know when 
I am hiring any Mexican national that 
I am abiding by the law. I don’t want to 
be at risk. I don’t hire them for less. They 
are willing to take the jobs others won’t. 

We have lost that 
segment of the 
workforce. The 
Chinese built the 
railroad. It’s part 
of the evolving 
economy, I think. 
They start at the 
bottom and move 
their way up. 
Would I like to 
see reform? Yes. 
Everyone benefits 

from the fruits of their labor. Without 
them, costs would go up dramatically.”

Joe Clifford, Round Rock council 
member and owner of Reid’s Cleaners

Of his 60 percent Hispanic employees, the majority are 
Mexican citizens. 

“It has an obvious impact at a local 
level because we have immigrant or 
undocumented workers who contribute 
to the economy of Texas. They have an 
impact on a personal level because we 

know them on 
a personal level. 
We have families, 
relatives.
The concept 
of requiring 
identification 
cards—that would 
be interesting. 
That means if you 
look a certain way, 
we might have 
to carry cards 

around. For those of us with Mexican 
ancestry, we don’t walk around with a 
birth certificate in our pocket.” 

Carlos Salinas, Round Rock council 
member and member of Congressman 

John Carter’s Hispanic Council

by Christi Covington

H.r. 3851
Increases the number of full-time border patrol agents and requires a plan for •	
recruitment and retention from the Secretary of Homeland Security
Affirms state and local law enforcement are authorized and directed to enforce •	
immigration law for illegal aliens who have been ordered removed
Requires Immigration and Customs Enforcement to post all warrants for illegal alien •	
offenders on the National Crime Information Center database
Increases the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program funding authorization to help •	
state and local law enforcement comply 
Doubles the criminal penalties for illegal aliens in possession of a firearm and/or a •	
controlled substance

Carter sponsored this bill
McCaul co-sponsored and supports this bill 
Status: Introduced Oct. 16, which means it must go to committee for approval and 
possible revisions. 

H.r. 4073 
Requires the Commissioner of Social Security to create a new Social Security card for •	
citizens using biometric identifiers and tamper-proof safeguards
Requires illegal aliens to obtain a similar identification card, including criminal •	
penalties for non-compliance
Excludes illegal aliens from receiving Social Security benefits for work completed •	
while residing illegally within the United States

Carter sponsored
McCaul co-sponsored and supports this bill 
Status: Introduced Nov. 16, which means it must go to committee for approval and 
possible revisions. 

Future legislation by Carter
A bill will implement a probationary non-citizen worker program that requires illegal 
immigrants to admit they came to the U.S. illegally, accept a criminal charge on their 
record, but will allow them to stay and work within an accountable and effective 
employment system that does not offer a path to citizenship.

“Sixteen percent of our students are 
limited English proficient. That is 3,213 
students. The state provides some 
funds, so we can hire teachers and have 
bilingual programs in Spanish and 
Vietnamese. It is an expensive endeavor 

because we have to 
add staff members 
and materials. We 
also have to have 
staff development 
for our other 
teachers because 
those students are 
only in ESL classes 
some of the time. 
The district is 
growing at a rate 

of 5 percent while these [ESL] students 
are increasing at around 7 percent. We 
are using some innovative programs. At 
Connally High School we are using iPods 
with programs for students to download 
and those are for students who are recent 
immigrants. We also have classes [at 
night] for parents because we need to 
communicate with them.”
 

Susan Oglesbee, Pflugerville 
Independent School District assistant

superintendent of insurance

Editor’s Note: When both congressmen mentioned the immigration issue was a top concern for Central Texans, we 
knew we needed to address the subject in a snapshot feature. This page barely touches on all the problems and needs. 
Our purpose was to present a bit of each of your representative’s view along with some thoughts of local constituents. 

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul discusses immigration issues with Homeland Security 
Committee staffer Mandy Bowers.

“Lets get them out of the shad-
ows,” he said. “Lets legitimize and 
get them to work here.”

Immigration issues concern 
even more than service industry 
jobs, Carter said. Of the top U.S. 
engineering programs, fewer and 
fewer students that graduate with 
a doctorate are American citizens, 
according to his office. That situ-
ation makes it more challenging 
for high tech employers, such as 
Samsung and Dell Inc., to employ 
American citizens.

 According to current law, Mar-
tinez agrees it is very difficult to 
gain worker status. 

“Immigration laws needs to 
be reformed,” Martinez said. “It 
is not implementable. It needs to 
be more realistic to the needs we 
have. Many people want to work 
here and not be citizens.”

A green card gives official im-
migration status in the absence of 
citizenship. The application must 
be approved by the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services. 
First, the appropriate form must 
be filed with a sponsor who al-
ready has citizenship status. 
Sponsors are usually an employer 
or relative because the immigrant 
must have an American advocate 
to enter the country. 

The wait period to get into 
the U.S. depends on the method 
of entrance. A brother trying 
to move from Mexico with the 
help of his American sister has 
a wait of around 12 to 15 years, 
according to the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, which 
is under the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Immigration legislation

Combating cyber warfare 
Other efforts for homeland security

U.S. rep. Michael McCaul has attracted attention to what he considers another major front for 
homeland security—some foreign countries have the ability to potentially shut down major 
infrastructure in the U.S. through computer hacking.
“There have been multiple intrusions from foreign powers,” McCaul said. “If files were taken from 
the pentagon, then it would be very concerning. It is because they are virtual that we do not notice 
as much.”
McCaul regularly receives briefings from the staff of the Congressional Homeland Security 
Committee concerning the issue. 
“Through cyber [attacks] they could do physical damage in the physical world,” said Kevin 
Gronberg, a Homeland Security staffer, in September. “If we are not secure, we are vulnerable to 
espionage or a physical attack.”
In response, McCaul, with The Center for Strategic and International Studies and 
Congressmen jim Langevin (D-Rhode Island), announced Oct. 30 a bipartisan Commission on 
Cyber Security for the 44th presidency – the administration that will take office in january 2009.  
This commission will develop recommendations for a comprehensive strategy for organizing and 
prioritizing efforts to secure america’s computer networks and critical infrastructure.  
austinite and retired Navy admiral Bobby Inman, who is also the Lyndon B. johnson National 
policy Chair at the University of Texas, will co-chair the commission of 31 members. Work will be 
completed by December 2008. 
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 Student Loans
Summary:
This approved proposition enables the legislature to authorize 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board to issue no more 
than $500 million in general obligation bonds to be used for 
student loans. 

The amendment will also allow the board to enter into •	
bond enhancement agreements. Bond enhancements 
are financial devices, such as a letter of credit, used to 
enhance the credit and market interest of bonds.
This program is designed to be self-supporting. As much •	
money that goes out of the program is expected to be 
returned by repayment and investment earnings.
No more than $125 million in bonds will be issued per •	
year, according to the state’s education code.
The THECB will be the lender. •	

in real life: Students attending colleges such as Texas State 
University or Austin Community College can apply for these 
loans. For more information, visit www.thecb.state.tx.us.  

 Home Appraisals
Summary: 
It allows the legislature to limit the maximum average annual 
percentage increase on appraised value of a homestead.

A home’s property value has a maximum increase of 10 •	
percent per year.
It clarifies current legislation to appraisal districts that •	
appraise every two or three years.
To qualify, homeowners must have a homestead •	
exemption.

in real life: Pflugerville and Round Rock homes are appraised 
each year. As a result, residents will not be affected because 
current legislation already caps appraised value.

 Vehicle Tax exemption
Summary:
It exempts from ad valorem taxation (property tax) one motor 
vehicle owned by an individual used in the course of the owner’s 
occupation and also used for personal activities.

The program started with this tax year.•	
It is limited to a single vehicle for each individual.•	
The amendment allows individuals who use their vehicles •	
to produce income while working and also use the vehicle 
for personal activities, such as shopping, traveling and 
day-to-day activities to exempt that vehicle from their 
taxes.

in real life: A real estate agent who owns a vehicle used for 
both work and play could receive the tax exemption.

  
 eminent Domain
Summary:
A governmental entity can sell real property acquired through 
eminent domain to the person who previously owned the 
property or their heirs, successor or assigns, at the price the entity 
paid for the property at the time it was acquired.

A government entity must sell property back if:
Public use is canceled before the 10th anniversary of •	
purchase,
No actual progress is made toward public use,•	
The property is unnecessary for the public use.•	

in real life: The government acquires land for new roadway 
at a cost of $245,000. Plans for the roadway are canceled two 
years later, which means the government must return to the 
owner and offer to sell back the property for $245,000 and not 
at the current market price of $280,000. 

 Highway improvements
Summary: 
This program authorizes the Texas Transportation Commission 
to issue $5 billion general obligation bonds for highway 
improvements. 

Money would pay for highway improvement projects, the •	
cost of issuing bonds and all or part of payment owed 
under credit agreements.

in real life: The legislature did not pass enabling legislation 
for this amendment during the last regular session. The Texas 
Department of Transportation will wait until the next regular 
session in 2009 for the legislature to determine how the 
money will be used and for what types of road projects.

Sources: Secretary of States Office, www.sos.state.tx.us; Williamson and 
Travis County appraisal districts, www.traviscad.org/default.html, www.
wcad.org; Texas Department of Transportation, www.dot.state.tx.us; 
Pflugerville ISD, www.pflugervilleisd.net; Sen. Tommy Williams’ office, 
www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/Senate/members/dist4/dist4.htm. 

During last month’s elections, Texas voters passed all 16 constitutional amendments. Here are five examples of how they might affect Round Rock and Pflugerville residents.

Results

Pflugerville independent 
School District Bond
$125 million bond package
Property taxes not expected to rise
Includes:

Money for two new elementary schools, a middle •	
school and planning for a fourth high school
Money for renovations at each campus•	
Renovation and technology projects expected to •	
begin in summer 2008

First new campus by 2010
Funded by the 2005 bond package, Riojas Elementary •	
is expected to open for the 2009-2010 school year.
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employment: Assistant Public Council for the Office of Public Utility Counsel
education: Bachelor’s of history, University of Wisconsin, Juris Doctor, University 
                       of Houston Law School
Years in Pflugerville: Six
Family:  Married and one-year-old son 
Contact information:  990-4363, council4@cityofpflugerville.com

Q.  How do you balance the needs of the different constituents?
A.  I ran with [council member] Bruce Wood, and we were basic products of the 
race track controversy in 2004, 2005. We did a lot of going house to house. From 
there we learned a lot about what people were looking for in their council. I think, 
at least from my standpoint and what I heard from a lot of folks, there seems to be 
a communication gap, a disconnect, between the council and the people. People 
didn’t feel like the council was communicating with them or their message was 
getting through to the council.

Q. What motivated you to run for office?
A.  The race track. When I heard about it, I thought it was fantasy rumor, noth-
ing substantive to the situation, but later on I found out it was going to be a 
mile and a half from my house, and that kind of woke me up. Then I heard about 
Pflugerville Families First and I got involved in that group. That is how I met Bruce 
and a few other folks, and we did start going door to door. I am a big believer in 
open government. One of the things I like to think that in my term on council that 
we’ve brought a lot of sunshine to government, and people feel freer to come 
to council and get up there for public comment and say exactly what they feel. I 
want people to know that we are up there listening, and their words do have an 
effect. 

Q.  What is your vision for the city?
A.  I want to diversify the tax base. The city staff and city council is working very 
hard to bring in productive commercial growth. We want to bring in primary jobs 
to the city, so we can create a community where people live here, but they also 
work here. A vast majority of people who live here don’t work here. That causes a 
problem for a lot of the service industry that is coming into Pflugerville. Eventu-
ally with Stonehill Town Center coming in, we have a lot of restaurants coming in 
and a lot of other businesses, and they depend on daytime traffic. If your folks are 
out there working in Austin or in other areas, they are going to suffer some. 

Q.  How do you balance the needs of different constituents?
A.  I think that is a challenge that every city council member has, because you do 
get pulled in a lot of different directions. In my case, I get involved in the school is-
sues, social services, health and literacy. I get involved in the Hispanic community. 
As a community leader or as an assigned representative of the community, there 
are things that you have to stay in touch with. It is hard to balance all the needs and 
it is a challenge that all of the council has. 

Q.   What do you think is the most important vote you have made?
A.  I don’t know that there is a not important vote, because any time you are 
making decisions as a city council member, you are affecting all of the citizens of 
Round Rock in some way, whether it be a pending issue, a city ordinance or an 
economic strategy. I don’t think that there is anything easy in any decision. No 
matter how small, you are still impacting people.

Q.  What is your vision for the city?
A. I would like to see Round Rock find a way to balance the small town charm that 
a lot of us were attracted to when we moved into Round Rock and yet find a way to 
accommodate the necessary growth that we had to bring into the city to maintain 
the quality of life. We have to build a city that is attractive to the eventual popula-
tion of 200,000, and that is no small challenge for city leaders. As we sit here, Round 
Rock has a beautiful downtown area; there has been some talk of downtown devel-
opment. For me, I think that is the crux of what we are dealing with here.

Q.  What prepared you to be a council member?
A. I think anyone that gets into this role draws on their life experiences. In my case 
I enjoy a wonderful quality of life here in Round Rock, from my employment, from 
the community I live in, but it wasn’t always that way. I have a heightened sense of 
appreciation for the value of quality of life we enjoy here. That is what’s really im-
portant to me.

Carlos Salinas has spent a great amount of his time 
volunteering and keeping this philosophy in 

mind—you can live in a community or you can live 
with a community.

“I chose to live with a community, and that means 
that I have to be a strong stakeholder in what I want 
that community to be,” he said. 

Spending his childhood in the Rio Grande Valley, 
Salinas moved to Round Rock in 1994. He has served 

on the city council since 2005 and participated in other 
organizations including El Amistad Club, the 

Literacy Council of Williamson County, 
Habitat for Humanity, the E3 Alliance 

and is a member of Congressman John 
Carter’s Hispanic Council.

Mark Gladney practiced law for 20 years, and 
credits that experience in preparing him to 

serve on the city council. 
“Identifying and dissecting issues is what I 

do,” he said. “I look at things from a legal stand-
point.”

After moving to Pflugerville in 2001, 
Gladney took an interest in getting 
involved and eventually ran for 
city council. His first term 
expires in 2008. Gladney 
said at this point he does 
not plan to run for re-
election. 

Mark Gladney Carlos Salinas

employment: Home Owners Division Operations Section Manager for State Farm
                             Insurance 
education:  Bachelor’s of business administration, Western Michigan University
Years in round rock: 13
Family:  Married
Contact information:  218-5403, rrcc4salinas@round-rock.tx.us

Pflugerville City Council round rock City Council 
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Audrey Dearing, Nadine Whiteley, First Lady of Texas Laura 
Bush.   
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