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Hints of support for environment-friendly development 
have sprouted their first shoots in Round Rock, and for 
more than one reason.

“Green is good business,” said Don Dungan, a developer 
with Designated Tree Inc. “It is changing every day,” he 
said. “Even Wal-Mart is going green.”

Dungan and his partner Kang Lee began construction 
this summer on Green Square, the city’s first Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design certified office space, a 
designation that dubs the project officially green. 

Dungan chose Round Rock as the site for Green Square 
because of the city’s interest, the need for office space and 
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Lisa Jackens, owner 
of Oo La La

Even as Pflugerville’s plan for growth focuses on the 
open land to the east, the city is also making its final 
move west. 

The city is scheduled to annex the remainder of its 
western jurisdiction during the next three years. More 
than 5,000 homes between Pflugerville Parkway to the 
north to near Pecan Street in the south will be formally 
included in the city limits. 

“We are capturing the right to zone it, so we can have 
land-use control,” Pflugerville Planning Director Trey 
Fletcher said. “That way we can maintain the quality 
and character of the area as much as any other area of 
Pflugerville that is already incorporated.”

The annexation will encompass Windermere, Heath-
erwilde, Picadilly Ridge and Springbrook Meadow 
neighborhoods. 

Small business challenge

As the holiday shopping sea-
son nears, the Greater Pfluger-
ville Chamber of Commerce has 
begun its Come Home to Shop 
campaign persuading shoppers to 
buy locally.

“People need to be sure to be 
shopping where they live and 
keep the local economy strong,” 
said Patricia Gervan-Brown, 
president and CEO of the Greater 

by beth Wade

Chamber recommends shopping locally during the holidays 

Pflugerville Chamber. “There is 
something called ‘leakage’ and we 
have too much leakage going on 
in our local market.”

The chamber supports both lo-
cally owned and big business, but 
encourages small business owners 
to join the chamber for exposure 
and networking, Gervan-Brown 
said.
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the lack of green projects already in the area. It does not 
surprise him other developers have already entered the 
landscape. 

“We felt like we found our niche,” Dungan said. “We 
thought the marketing of the unique property gave us an 
advantage, but as green becomes more popular, we will see 
competitors.”
Expectations

Within the next decade, Dungan estimates at least half of 
Round Rock’s new buildings will meet similar standards.

“Williamson County does not really fit the mold [for 
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Projects blend dollar and earth-friendly values in latest building trend
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Talk to us
Community 
Impact Newspaper 
welcomes your 
comments, 
questions and 
suggestions. Items 
to be included in 
the next issue must 
reach our office by 
the second Friday 
of the month.

At the recent Round Rock 
Chamber of Commerce 
banquet, guest speaker and 
Houston Astros owner Drayton 
McLane emphasized the 
importance of taking risks. He 
shared how a mentor told him 
to always be willing to take 
risks. 

His mentor’s message was 
essentially this – success is in 
danger the moment we quit 
being the risk-takers that 
brought us to our current state. 

Maybe that is why Round 
Rock seems to be a city that 
wants “to get ahead of the 
curve,” as you will see in 
the story about the “green” 
building trend. Even Round 
Rock Independent School 
District is innovative in its 
energy choices. As long as the 
city, businesses and residents 
take risks to try new ideas then 
progress can continue.

As you plan your holiday 
buying this month, be sure to 
use our retail guide that assists 
you in shopping in Pflugerville 
and Round Rock. We have some 
of our own risk-takers here who 
often provide unique gifts and 
services.

You will see that we have 
included on this page a thought-
provoking note from a reader 
regarding historical landmark 
preservation. Part of our mission 
at Community Impact Newspaper 
is to educate readers about new 
ideas and plans so that you can 
form your own opinions. 

Speaking of something new, 
my husband and I are expecting 
our first child soon. Although 
we have never been parents, we 
are reasonably certain that this is 
a risk that will be rewarding. In 
my absence, you will be hearing 
from our publisher, John Garrett, 
until I return at the beginning of 
the year.

From a
   Reader 

I appreciated your coverage of the impact a flyover may have on 
the historic character of Round Rock. However, your description 
of TxDOT’s ‘protection’ of the historic resources needs clarifica-
tion.While it is true that any federally-funded undertaking such 
as a TxDOT road project requires some review and consideration 
of alternatives, this falls far short of actual protection. Very often, 
such reviews and considerations are perfunctory. Round Rock needs 
to make preserving its heritage a priority, and shouldn’t leave the 
protection to TxDOT. Historic preservation is not TxDOT’s mis-
sion; they build fly-overs. Any planned projects should be critically 
evaluated by the citizens and interested parties, and our concerns 
expressed directly, clearly, and often.

— Patrick Sparks
Round Rock businessman

At the 2007 National 
Newspaper Association 
Conference in Norfolk, Va. 
Sept. 28, Community Impact 
Newspaper received two 
awards, one for writing and one 
for advertising. 

Christi Snow-Covington’s article of How Dell 
Changed Round Rock, December 2006, won second place for 

business stories in the non-daily division, circulation 12,000 or 
more. Her entry was one of 2,000 received for that contest.

Kara Nordstrom received a third place out of 300 entries for 
best use of ad color for the Beyond the Red Door ad, also in 
the December 2006 issue. The NNA is the largest newspaper 
organization in the United States. This is the first year that the 
paper has entered the contest.

Beyond the Red DoorClothing     Florals

246.9908106 S. Mays       Round Rock

   Trapp Candles   Home Decor   Custom Florals

   Clothing   Jewelry   Accessories Regular Price ItemExpires 12/23/06

Awards

For more information, call (512) 989-6808
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 Vendors provide unique selection for  boutiqueCloser
    Look 

Lisa Jackens always knew she wanted to open her own 
retail shop, and after years of working in retail management 
at other people’s stores, she was able to realize her dreams 
with the gift boutique Oo La La.

“This is all I’ve ever wanted to do,” she said. “It was just a 
matter of time before I was able to do it.”

The gift shop on Pecan Street is an eclectic mix of gifts 
and treasures where several different vendors rent space to 
sell their wares, Jackens said. 

“I fell in love with this building when I saw it. The flow 
is perfect for a shop,” Jackens said. “I could visualize the 
whole shop and knew exactly what I wanted it to look like. 
I’m lucky the vendors came with me. I love their stuff.” 

Each vendor offers different items, some art and home 
décor, others accessories and beauty items.

Jackens travels to Dallas every January and June to go to 
market and find new items to fill the rest of the store. 

“Once I commit to something, it’s got to be the best of 
the best,” she said.

Among her finds are EZ Duz It by Elliot, handmade 
purses and bags, and Pre de Provence, soaps from France 

pfluger ville business - oo la la

Oo La La
403 W. Pecan St.

990-8677

Lisa Jackens, ownerPecan St.
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that are not found anywhere else in the area, she said.
“I try to fill the rest of the store with very unusual and 

fun things. I’m always looking for things that pop out 
and stand out from everything else at market,” Jackens 
said. “I also love to buy from companies that give back 
to the artisans who make these products.”

Jackens opened the store as La De Da in July 2006, 
but changed the name to Oo La La after finding a store 
with a similar name in southwest Austin.

“I like the name Oo La La because to me it describes 
everything fun and eclectic,” she said. “It explains the 
store and the positive experience of the shop.”

Jackens’ goal is to greet each shopper and offer them 
the best customer service around, she said. 

Upon arriving at the store, Jackens provides drinks, 
hot or cold, and a personal tour of the store. Each pur-
chase is gift wrapped for free with ribbon and tissue.

“I want to make it a really fun experience,” she said. 
“Part of the shopping experience is it’s got to be fun. If 
it’s not, they will go somewhere else.”

HiPPie COWgirL•	 , Kim Novak, 
Texas-style clothing and 
accessories with “bling”
De La Tierra•	 , Therese Marcinko, 
clothing and accessories from 
around the world
FeeD On THe WOrD•	 , Pat King 
and Lisa Hufchmind, inspirational 
gifts
Karen Penn•	 , Pflugerville artisan, 
makes one-of-a-kind lazy susans

MuDPie•	 , Shellie Hesson, baby and 
tot attire
MuLLin Square•	 , Ashley Kraus, 
baby gifts
JOHn THOMPSOn•	 , Pflugerville 
artisan, hand-turned woodwork
VaLerie aLLen,•	  one-of-a-kind 
jewelry and glass beads, not 
exclusive
JiLL BarTeL•	 , one-of-a-kind charm 
bracelets and earrings

featured at oo l a l a...

Oo La La
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News or questions about Pflugerville? E-mail us at bwade@impactnews.com.

Pecan St.

R
ai

lr
oa

d 
A

ve
.

      
 C

en
tr

al
 C

o
m

m
er

ce

H
ea

th
er

w
ild

e 
B

lv
d.

Lakes at Northtown
The Lakes at Northtown, a master-planned community 
on Howard Lane, celebrated its grand opening in 
October. For more information, call 888-KB-HOMES or 
visit www.kbhome.com.

Disc golf
Pflugerville’s first 18-hole disc golf park opened Nov. 1. 
The course is part of the $700,000 public park financed 
by Newland Communities. Located between the 
Falcon Pointe neighborhood and nearby Murchison 
Elementary, the park will also have a pond with a one-
mile crushed granite trail surrounding it.

Game On
A new take on fitness and nutrition for children, 
Game On Fun Fitness and Nutrition, will open 
in November at 16708 Picadilly Court. A children’s 
interactive fitness and nutrition center, Game On 
is designed for children ages 8-14. It offers cooking 

classes and has equipment that allows kids to play 
popular video games using their bodies in motion. For 

more information, visit www.gamesonfunfitness.com or 
call 251-GAME.

Downtown Summit
To assess implementing the Downtown Master Plan, the 
City of Pflugerville and the Pflugerville Community 
Development Corporation will host a Downtown 
Summit Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. at the First United Methodist 
Church, 500 E. Main St. The event was previously 
planned to be held at the Travis County ESD No. 2 
administration building. For more information, call Erin 
Sellers at 990-4370 or e-mail erins@cityofpflugerville.
com.

Electrical supply
The nationwide chain of electrical and data supply store, 
City Electric Supply, opened in October at 15270 Vision 
Drive, Ste. A. The store offers a full line of electrical and 
data equipment including cords, wall plates and tools. 
For more information, call 394-2878 or visit www.e-ces.
net.

Insurance 
Jeff Coleman, State Farm Insurance agent, has moved his 
office to 1202 FM 685, Ste. B4. For more information, call 
251-5331.

Making room for all the animals
Central Texas Animal Hospital began an expansion 
Oct. 25 that will include a separate entrance for dogs and 
cats, ramps, a public restroom, a children’s waiting area, a 
client education center and two exam rooms. The project 
is expected to double the facility size and be complete in 
May. For more information, call 251-2274 or visit www.
ctah.biz.

Taste of Ethiopia
Pflugerville’s first restaurant to serve traditional Ethiopian 
faire, Addis Ethiopian Restaurant and Café, opened 
Oct. 12. Patrons on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights 
from 5 to 9 p.m. can hear live Ethiopian music. For more 
information, call 251-5365 or e-mail addisethiocafe@
yahoo.com.

Miniature Christmas village
An Old Fashion Christmas Village will be on display 
at Heritage House Museum in Heritage Park, 901 Old 
Hutto Road. Nov. 24 and 25, Dec. 1, 2, 8 and 9, Saturdays 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sundays 1 to 4 p.m. Admission is 
free for children under 6 years old. Tickets for children 
6-12 are $1 and adult admission is $3. For more 
information, call 251-5082. 

     Old Town Holiday Stroll
To celebrate the holidays, the City of Pflugerville will host 
the Old Town Holiday Stroll & Christmas Parade Dec. 
8 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. The event will include shopping, 
dining, live entertainment and a lighted Christmas parade 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, as well as a tree 
lighting ceremony downtown after the parade. For more 
information, call 436-0667 or visit www.cityofpflugerville.
com/downtownevents.

City involvement
The City of Pflugerville is accepting applications for 
positions on its commisions and boards for terms 
beginning Jan. 1.  All interested citizens must apply 
before Nov. 14. Interviews with the city council are 
scheduled for Nov. 20. For more information, visit www.
cityofpflugerville.com or call 990-4363.

Investments
Financial advisor Dayna Chettouh with Edward Jones 
Investments moved her office to 15424 FM 1825, Ste. 110, 
Oct. 15. For more information, call 989-1405.
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Room to learn
Dogboy’s Dog Ranch broke ground Oct. 4 on a 
building that will add 4,000 sq. ft. of indoor training 
and office space along with a covered outdoor area. The 
ranch, 2615 Crystal Bend Drive, will be able to offer 
year-round training classes in the new space. For more 
information, call 251-7600 or visit www.dogboys.com 

Groomer move
In the 2007 edition of Connected, Community Impact 
incorrectly printed All God’s Creatures relocation 
information. Owner Lisa Delgado will move her pet 
grooming and sitting service to 106 E. Pecan St., in 
November. For more information, call 293-7772.

Mexican restaurant
Formerly the Roasted Red Peppr, Camino Real #2 
opened this fall at 907 FM 685. The new restaurant 
serves Mexican food. Its first location is locally owned  
and based in Austin. For more information, call 989-
8833.

2

1

Pfluger Ln.

5

Rothenburg Architecture

3

2

8

9

4

11

13

6

1

Howard Ln.

Picadilly Dr.

10 O
ld

 H
u

tto
 R

d
.

12

V
isio

n
 D

r.

Crystal Bend Dr.

10

14

7

14
3



NOVEMBER  20076 iMpact NEws.cOM iMpact NEws.cOM

 Comapny by beth Wade

Becky Rasmussen, the owner’s daughter, wears a clay-dyed shirt.

Closer
    Look 

Tiny Bird Organics was hatched from Jenny Rasmus-
sen’s love for birds and nature. Along with her sister Kate, 
Rasmussen first opened the store, which sells organic and 
fair-trade clothing and toys, as an Internet business in 
1996. 

It was while researching environmental science for a 
class at the University of Texas that Rasmussen learned a 
granule of pesticide could kill a bird, sparking her interest 
in changing her lifestyle and the things she bought. 

“I tried to find a way to not have to use chemicals on 
my lawn. Just like everyone else, I used fire ant killers,” 
Rasmussen said, “In 1996, it was hard to find anything 
organic.”

The Web site began as an informational source for 
organic gardening tips and home remedies, but grew into 
a retail shop with organic baby clothes, cloth diapers and 
toys. Rasmussen slowly added to her stock as she saw a 
need to provide an organic choice to parents.

“I don’t want to press people [into using cloth diapers] 
unless they are already interested, because I wouldn’t want 
anyone to tell me what to do,” Rasmussen said. “You’ve 
got to do what’s best for you and your family.”

However, she is quick to point out alternatives to 

disposable diapers and mass-produced toys. She began 
buying fair-trade and organic toys for the safety of her 
own children before realizing others would want the same 
option.

“I feel these toys give customers confidence that these 
items are safe. A lot of times parents don’t even know 
there is an alternative, because there is so much advertis-
ing for name brand products and foreign made toys,” 
Rasmussen said. “They don’t realize there is something 
different out there.”

Last year, Rasmussen opened the Tiny Bird Organics 
retail shop on Sam Bass Road to provide people a place 
to see the products and shop. To better balance her time 
between her children and the business, she recruited the 
help of Chris Gagnon, who maintains the shop and helps 
with sewing clothes and diapers.

Her business started with a desire to find a way to help 
save the environment and blossomed into a place to find 
chemical-free clothing, as well as toys for children and 
even dogs. 

“It is exciting finding new products and I like having 
unique items,” she said. “I do take customer suggestions 
and I’m always adding new stuff.”

round rock business - tiny bird organics

Children’s shop promotes earth-friendly styles  

Sam Bass Rd.

Tiny Bird Organics
2591 Sam Bass road

341-0042	•	www.tinybirdorganics.com

Old Settlers Blvd.

Tiny Bird 
Organics

Use boiling water to kill fire ants instead of chemical •	
pesticide 
Buy organically grown foods•	
Eat less meat•	
Use diatomaceous earth, tiny shell particles, to kill fleas or •	
other parasites
Use vinegar instead of household cleaners•	
Check the Internet for natural or organic remedies•	

Waldorf dolls 
hand-made 
with organic 
materials by 

Peruvian 
women.

J e n n y  r a S M u S S e n ’ S  T i P S  F O r  P r OT e C T i n g  T H e  e n V i r O n M e n T
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round rock business - tiny bird organics

News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail us at bwade@impactnews.com.

will host Annie’s Way Thanksgiving Dinner Nov. 22 
at noon for homeless and needy families. It is the only 
project of its kind in Williamson County and feeds more 
than 1,000 people. Volunteers may bring prepared food 
or cooked turkeys,  help with the serving which begins 
at noon or deliver the meals to the homebound. For 
more information, call Tino Hernandez at 259-5746.

Notice of a public hearing
A hearing to receive public input concerning the 
proposed water system project of the Brushy Creek 
Regional Utility Authority will be Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. in the 
Pat Bryson Municipal Hall, 201 N. Brushy St., Leander.  
Team members will answer questions at an open house, 
5 - 7 p.m.

Donate a computer
A new program at the Round Rock Serving Center 
provides computers, monitors and printers to children 
without access to home computers. To donate a 
computer or printer, call 244-2431.

Volunteer day
The Round Rock Volunteer Center will host its Family 
Volunteer Day Nov. 17. The day will begin at the Baca 
Center, 301 W. Bagdad Ave., Bldg. 2 at 9 a.m. Volunteers 
participate in service projects to benefit non-profits in 
the area. For more information, visit www.volrock.org 
or call 733-7625.

Banking options
Credit union Amplify opened a Round Rock location at 
4500 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 136 in October. For more 
information, visit www.goamplify.com.

5  

Swimming at the Y
The Round Rock Family YMCA broke ground on the 
Aquatics Complex Oct. 24 at 1812 N. Mays St. For more 
information, visit www.ymcagwc.org or call 246-YMCA. 

Shabby chic shopping
Diva Valentine opened as a specialty boutique in 
downtown Round Rock, 306 W. Main Ave. The shop 
sells gifts, shabby-cottage décor, distressed furniture, a 
custom baby boutique and vintage collectibles. For more 
information, call 731-5807 or visit www.divavalentine.
com.

Same menu, new name
John Tomlinson, former executive chef at Main Street 
Grill, bought Round Rock Barbeque, 1318 Round Rock 
Ave., and changed the name to Johnny T’s Barbeque. For 
more information, call 255-7447.
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What’s up Doc?
Dr. Xuan Tran opened a family medicine and primary 
care clinic, Legends Medical Clinic, 3000 Joe DiMaggio 
Blvd., Ste. 65. A ribbon cutting will be Nov. 14 at 4 p.m. 
For more information, call 733-6464.

Inclusive child care
Emerson Academy, 1 Valley View Drive, opened Oct. 
15 providing child development for ages six weeks to five 
years. For more information, call 252-0400 or visit www.
emerson-academy.com 

In the kitchen
Bakery Carol’s Creation, along with Big G’s Barbecue 
and Catering, 415 Texas Ave., Ste. C, celebrated their 
grand openings in September in their newly renovated 
home. For consultations, make an appointment. Big G’s 
provides a personalized menu for any occasion. For more 
information, visit www.ccsbakery.com or call 468-8117.

Dry-cleaners
Long-time Round Rock residents John and Kim 
Geddings have purchased the cleaners at 602 McNeil 
Road, Ste. 100 and renamed it Rt Cleaners. Along with 
full-service cleaning, Kim also offers alterations on all 
clothing. For more information, call 255-9035.

Hospital gift shop
The Gift Shop at St. David’s Round Rock Medical 
Center, 2400 Round Rock Ave. will host its annual No 
Tax Days Plus 20 Perecent Off event Nov. 29 and 30, 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. each day.  For more information, call 
341-5233.

Personal Health In Transit
A new mobile gym will be on the streets of Round Rock 
and Pflugerville soon. The grand opening of PhitCoach 
is Nov. 3 at 10 a.m. at the Vitamin Shoppe at Round 
Rock Crossings, 3151 S. IH 35. The gym on wheels offers 
320 sq. ft. of workout space. For more information, call 
589-0745 or visit www.phitcoach.com. 

The Rock n’ Doc Gala
To benefit Williamson County Health Clinics including 
the Lone Star Circle of Care, Johns Community Health 
Center, and Samaritan Health Clinic, The Rock n’ Doc 
Gala will be December 6, 6:30 p.m. at Dell Diamond. 
Tickets are $125.  For more information 341-5285.
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Shop Round Rock
National retailer JC Penney celebrated its grand opening 
in October. The store is located across from IKEA at 151 
University Oaks. For more information, call 341-0764.

Women of Texas heritage
The public is invited to a lunch Nov. 3 at 10:30 a.m. at 
El Matador Restaurant, 113 W. Main Ave., to celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of the Martin Wells Chapter of 
the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. For more 
information, call Karen Thompson at 258-5688 or 
e-mail gravelady@sbcglobal.net.

Thanksgiving dinner
St. Williams Catholic Church, 1000 McNeil Road, 
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From left, Jim Bohls, Jennifer Sheilds, Dan Hodges, Roy Beard, Jeff 
Andreysen, presenting a $50,000 check from Regions Bank.
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by beth Wade

nOn-pROfiT - wiLLiamSOn COunTy SymphOny ORChESTRa

Musicians blend talent for Williamson County tours

Willamson County Symphony Orchestra

Closer
    Look 

The Williamson County Symphony does not claim to 
give typical orchestra performances. Rather than playing 
hour-long pieces, the group performs condensed versions 
of the classics and other favorite pieces, said John Gordon, 
president of the board of directors. 

“We give people music from classical or contemporary 
[genres] and even movie music,” he said. “It tends to be 
Pops-type concerts. If you don’t like what we’re playing 
right now, wait five minutes, and we will play something 
else you might enjoy.”

The orchestra is made up of 70 musicians who donate 
their time providing Williamson County residents with 
opportunities for free musical performances.

“Some [performers] are quite good, but they do it for 
the love of the music,” Gordon said. “Generally, everyone 
has other jobs, some at IBM, some are teachers or music 
teachers, and we also have some college and even high 
school age students.”

Formed in 2002, the orchestra was first named the 
Hill Country Community Orchestra by two women who 
wanted a musical outlet beyond church performances. 
The group began with 15 to 20 members, but has grown, 
Gordon said.

Conductor Dr. Thomas E. Rainey, who had worked for 
Round Rock ISD, responded to the orchestra’s ad for a 
conductor when the group first formed, Gordon said.

“The luckiest day for the orchestra was when he volun-
teered to lead us,” Gordon said. “We could have searched 
for a year and probably not found anyone better than the 
person who knocked on our door and said, ‘I want to 
help.’”

The group later changed its name and with the help of 
Gordon, who plays trumpet, was established as a non-

profit organization. 
The orchestra’s mission is to provide amateur musicians 

with a place to increase their performing experience. 
Rehearsals begin in August with the first concert in Oc-

tober or November. Each season, the group performs nine 
concerts all over the county, including two in the spring, 
two in the fall, two in the outdoors, two for Christmas and 
a special concert at Fort Hood for the troops.

 “The constant comment from someone who has seen 
us before and then returned for another concert is, ‘You’ve 
gotten better,’ because we improve each year,” he said. 
“Each year, we play more substantial music and each year 
the concerts have become more substantial and the enjoy-
ment grows.”

The orchestra has come to expect large crowds at the 
performances, which average 300 to 400 people for the fall 
and spring shows and can increase to 600 attendees for the 
Christmas shows.

The Williamson County Symphony Orchestra in concert.

789-5073
www.williamsoncountysymphony-orchestra.org

CO n C e r T  S C H e D u L e

Dec. 8,  7:30 p.m., Howze Theater, Fort Hood, »
Performance for the troops, limited room for public

Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m.,  Taylor High School, Taylor »

Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m., Anderson Mill Baptist Church, Austin  »

Mar. 7, 7:30 p.m., Round Rock First Methodist Church,  »
Round Rock

Mar. 8,  7:30 p.m., Sun City Ballroom, Georgetown »
   $8.00 ticket price - limited capacity

May 16,  7:30 p.m., Milburn Park Pavilion, Cedar Park »

May 17, 7:30 p.m., Old Settlers Park Pavilion, Round Rock »
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REaL ESTaTE REpORT
Villages of Hidden Lake
Pflugerville - 78660

Agent: 
Winifred Harrison
844-0559

4 Br./2 Ba.         
$197,350

3508 Endless Shore Lane

Sonoma
Round Rock - 78665

Agent: 
Lisa Rene Meier
423-3497

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$199,000

636 Arrowood Place

Behrens Ranch
Round Rock - 78681

Agent: 
Nanette Grimm
657-8227

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$317,500

3408 Carya Court

Residential Real Estate Report
  Round Rock & Pflugerville MLS area 

+$17,807 

-87

Change in 
average 

selling
price over 

last year
pflugerville

+$16,317

Key stats
Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million + 

6
153
221
349
184
70
32
2
2

Price Range No. of homes for sale
Round Rock

Average days on market

-
117
214
155
19
-
2
2
-

Round Rock
88
64
72
85

100
128
131
298
116

-
65
81
90
64
-

220
534

-

Monthly home sales

September 2007
September 2006
August 2007
July 2007
June 2007
May 2007
April 2007 
 

226
285
266
276
314
286
250 

 

$172,531
$156,214
$166,232
$165,213
$167,297
$161,533
$161,158

Month  No. of sales
Round Rock

Average price
Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

$216,674
$198,867
$222,665
$217,475
$210,943
$205,450
$189,850

117
145
147
153
140
131
116

On the market

Pflugerville Pflugerville

SOLD
Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

Change in number of
homes sold over last year

Round Rock

Sept. 1 - Sept. 30
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City impact
Once the process is complete, Pfluger-

ville will add more than 8,000 residents 
from the annexation, motivating the city to 
begin preparations now. 

This year, the police department alone 
will hire eight more patrol officers, an in-
spection officer and a detective and buy 
10 patrol vehicles at a cost of $1 million, 
mostly in anticipation of the annexation, 
according to city finance director Lauri 
Gilliam. 

The annexation of west Pflugerville be-
gan in 2002 with a study that anticipated 
the city would collect $4,394,838 in revenue 
from the neighborhoods, which included 
the ones scheduled for 2007-2009. In turn, 
the city would spend $3,710,321 out of the 
general funds budget.

Fletcher said ironically many of the 
residents notified about the annexation 
thought they already lived in the city limits 
because their mailing address includes the 
city name.

However, parts of major corridors such as 
Grand Avenue Parkway are in the city’s ex-
traterritorial jurisdiction, the land Pfluger-
ville had the exclusive right to annex.

That meant residents living in those ar-
eas did not pay city property taxes and, in 
turn, did not receive city services such as 
police patrol and response.  

“The premise of annexation is to recoup 
the revenue from entities that are using our 
parks, streets and other services, but not 
paying for them,” Fletcher said.
planned ahead

The first segment of the western an-
nexation, which includes the Springbrook 
Meadows and North Park neighborhoods, 
will be complete this year. As required by 
state law, the annexation process began 
three years in advance.  

Much of the mostly residential area was 
developed when it belonged in Austin’s ex-
traterritorial jurisdiction. The City of Aus-
tin eventually released the ETJ to Pfluger-
ville, according to city manager David 
Buesing. 

The neighborhoods are serviced by pri-
vate utility companies, the Travis County 
Sheriff ’s Department and the Travis Coun-
ty Emergency Service District No. 2. 

“This area is fairly urban,” Fletcher said. 
“They already have water and utility ser-

vice. Their fire service by the county will 
not change since it is the same one the city 
uses. The most notable thing is when they 
call 911 they will not get routed to the Sher-
iff ’s department, and with the police, our 
hope is they will get better response time.”

During the process, the annexation must 
get final approval by the city council after at 
least two public readings, two public hear-
ings and negotiations monitored by a team 
appointed by the Travis County Commis-
sioners Court. Stakeholders are chosen for 
the 5-member team.

So far, the negotiation process is complete 
for the 2007 and 2008 phases, with the 2009  
segment preparing to enter this stage.

Earl Wellborn, the president of Wind-
ermere Homeowners Association, was a 
member of a stakeholders’ team and said 
the annexation is an important step for his 
neighborhood.

“A lot of people do not want to pay city 
taxes,” he said. “But people demand the ser-
vices associated with it. I can’t see us con-
tinuing as a donut in the middle of Pfluger-
ville. It is a quality of life issue.”
in return

City manager David Buesing points out 
these residents are not required to pay taxes 
until the tax year following the year they 
are annexed. 

Annexation
CONTINUED FROM |1

Some annexed in 2007 may not even pay 
until 2010, Buesing said, but he warns to 
prepare.

All three of the annexed areas will re-
ceive services including police protection, 
street maintenance and the use of city rec-
reational facilities. An annual family mem-
bership to the Pflugerville Recreation Cen-
ter costs $160 for a nonresident. Once the 
annexation is complete, homeowners will 
pay $125 for the same uses.  

Due to the negotiations conducted by 
the team appointed by the commissioners 
court, the city can grant requests from in-
terested parties affected by the annexation. 

In the phase scheduled for this year, 
one approved request provided for plant-
ing trees and shrubs along Victoria Station 
Boulevard and Royston Lane. 

The planning department said the city 
has between two-and-a-half to four-and-a 
half-years to fulfill many of its obligations 
after the annexation. However, some “day-
after services” must happen immediately as 
soon as annexation is complete.

One example is with the police depart-
ment. With the final vote for the 2007 an-
nexation scheduled for Dec. 11, residents 
in Springbrook Meadows can expect to see 
Pflugerville Police Department on patrol 
by Dec. 12. 

Travis County - 0.42160 / $100   

Pflugerville Independent School District - 1.47 / $100   

Travis County Health District - 0.06930 / $100  

Travis County Emergency District No. 2 - 0.10 / $100  

City of Pflugerville - 0.619 / $100   

before annexation (based on current rate)

after annexation (based on current rate)

Travis County - 0.42160 / $100   

Pflugerville Independent School District - 1.47 / $100   

Travis County Health District - 0.06930 / $100    

Travis County Emergency District No. 2 - 0.10 / $100   

The property tax bill

*Not a complete list. Contact the City of 
Pflugerville for comprehensive service plans. Visit 
www.cityofpflugerville.com.

All services must be offered by the city 
within two and half years to four and a half 
years after annexation.

City services

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

police protection: Includes routine 
patrols, criminal investigations, crime 
prevention, community services and 
school programs.

solid waste collection: Includes garbage 
collection, recycling, bulk item collection, 
brush collection or chipping for a fee. 
Residents may use a private provider.

public streets and right-of-ways: The 
city provides street repairs, improvements, 
inspections, street lighting and traffic 
control devices. 

publicly owned parks, playground and 
swimming pools: The city will maintain 
and operate publicly owned land facilities 
within the annexation area.

development regulation: The city will 
enforce zoning, subdivision development, 
side development and building code 
regulations. 

water and wastewater services: Most 
of the area considered for annexation 
is already serviced by other entities 
including Windermere Utility Co. Inc and 
Manville Water Supply Corporation. These 
entities will continue similar service after 
annexation. The city will have the ability to 
review fees.

special projects: The city agreed to 
several service requests and committed to 
resolving them as described in the service 
plans within three years of annexation 
unless otherwise noted.

Examples
street lighting Along grAnd Avenue pArkwAy 
The lighting of Grand Avenue Parkway 
will be added to the city’s Capital 
Improvement Project list upon 
annexation. 
pArks

The city will accept parkland from the 
Windermere Homeowners Association 
as a part of Pflugerville’s park system. 
The Windermere Board of Directors may 
choose to withhold the Clubhouse at 
16800 Gower Street, the office building 
at 16804 Gower Street and the pool at 
16801 Gower Street.
trees And shrubs

Trees and shrubs will be planted along 
Victoria Station Boulevard and Royston 
Lane.

Changes in property tax go into effect the tax year 
following annexation. The city council approves new 
tax rates every year in late September.

$632.40

$2,205.00

$103.95

$150

$4,019.85

$632.40

$2,205.00

$103.95

$150

$928.50

$3,091.35annual total 

annual total 

actual cost 
(for a home valued at $150,000)

actual cost 
(for a home valued at $150,000)
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Green growth
CONTINUED FROM |1

The Environmental Protection Agency has recognized Round Rock 
Independent School District as a partner for its use of green power.
RRISD’s green power use began in 2003 when Austin Energy staff asked the 
district if it would like to buy into the GreenChoice program, which uses 

energy generated by natural resources such as wind. 
In exchange, the district would lock in its rate for the next decade. The 
school board approved the decision in 2004. 
The choice worked in the district’s favor because market energy prices 
have fluctuated, according to Alan Albers, RRISD executive director for 
operations and facilities.
When the school district replaced old HVAC systems with more energy 
efficient models, Austin Energy also gave RRISD a $30,000 rebate.
Twelve schools in the district are powered by green energy. The rest 
of the campuses use other energy services. All of Austin Energy’s 
GreenChoice power is currently subscribed.

Wind Power

Envision Central Texas, a non-profit regional group that assists in public 
development, has asked Williamson County to help fund Greenprint 
for Growth, a computer program that would be designed to assist in 
conservation planning.  

At a cost of $250,000, the Trust for Public Land would build a computer 
program covering a five-county region of layered maps created with 
multiple Geographical Information System images. Each layer would 
generate a map of a different topic, such as locations of habitats or water 
sources. 

The maps for Travis County were already completed with the help of private 
funding. ECT has asked Williamson County for $50,000 and is also seeking 
federal grants.

This summer, ECT brought the proposal to the Williamson County 
Conservation Foundation, which is led by county commissioners Valerie 
Covey and Lisa Birkman. A vote was scheduled for the October meeting of 
the foundation, but was tabled until a future meeting. If approved by the 
foundation, the proposal will go to the commissioners court. 

“We are interested in [the program], but we wish it had come a year ago,” Birkman said. 

Birkman said while the program has the value of being a regional model, the county already paid $60,000 for the 
Williamson County Regional Habitat Conversation Plan this last year. Just completed in April, the plan outlines 
environmentally sensitive areas.  Birkman said she wants to have some questions answered before the foundation votes, 
such as if ECT has acquired a grant that could fund the entire project.

ECT Executive Director Sally Campbell said the organization plans to complete the regional program with or without the 
help of the county, but hopes commissioners will support the project because the more quickly the money is available, the 
sooner they can begin.

“That is wonderful that they have done [the conservation plan] and certainly that 
information will be integrated into [Greenprint for Growth], but this is different. It’s not 
a one-time thing. The data they have gathered is the most recent information. Ours 
will be based on information from the Capital Area Council of Government and as new 
information comes, it will be updated. It will be a living, breathing document. Obviously, [the 
commissioners] are most concerned about Williamson County, but it is important to see what 
their neighbors are doing and how they interact with them. This way they can see the whole 
picture.” 

Once the program is complete, it will be available online at the CAPCOG Web site. All the 
information will be open to the public, 

except for data about private entities 
and persons. The soonest it is 

expected for completion is late next 
year. For more information, visit www.
envisioncentraltexas.org.

green growth],” he said. “Usually, you think of liberal areas 
using green. This works for the conservative communities 
when it looks like green projects are economical. It does not 
need to be a political issue.”  

He said green projects increase market value because 
the buildings must be sustainable and made with quality 
materials. The emphasis on energy efficiency also attracts 
buyers, he said.

Round Rock realtor Robert Rees has found similar trends. 
In January, Rees with his partner Brian Sippel opened Go! 
Green Builders, a construction company that focuses solely 
on environment-friendly structures. 

“To be honest, I was surprised Round Rock was go-
ing green,” Rees said. “Usually you see that trend in large 
municipalities like Austin, but Round Rock has definitely 
shown it supports a green growth environment. I guess 
they just want to get ahead of the curve.”

Rees said he can now find eco-friendly materials at or 
near the same cost of those used in the past. One such 
product called PaperStone is made of 100-percent recycled 
paper, which Rees describes as hard as traditional counter-
top and similarly priced.
Explanations

However, in the end consumers often build green simply 
for energy efficiency, Rees said.

“[People] want to save on utility bills. That is the No. 1 
reason for businesses,” he said. “The other aspect is the re-
turn on investment. They get a better market value.”

Both Rees and Dungan admit the term “green” is loosely 
used. That is why Dungan’s project is certified by the U.S. 

Green Building Council, which uses more than 100 
criteria to judge new construction.

As a result, Dungan’s development not only 
uses green materials, but the products also 

come from as near the city as possible to 
save the energy of transporting goods. 
It also emphasizes design, using fea-
tures such as reflective roofs to retract 

sunlight and showers for employees who 
might ride their bike to work. 

After Green Square broke ground, Simmons Vedder 
and Company began construction this summer on Fron-
tera Vista, a mixed-use and Class A office space. Located on 
43 acres at La Frontera shopping center, the project earned 
the LEED certification. 

All of Simmons Vedder’s projects are built with the certi-
fication in mind, said Leisha Ehlert, a development associ-
ate with the firm. During the next decade, she expects the 
building trend will become an expectation, not an asset, in 
the construction industry.

“The whole green movement is transforming communi-
ties and improving quality of life,” she said. “We just want 
to promote that movement and build projects that are en-
vironmentally safe, more profitable and healthy and pleas-
ant for employees. The majority of building [taking place] 
nationwide is green building now.”

Coffin Cave Mold Beetle 

Photo by Dr. Kemble White

Georgetown Salamander
Photo by Justyn Miller

Golden-Cheeked 
Warbler

Black-Capped Vireo
Photos of endangered species in Williamson County.

a Greenprint for Growth
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need for new employees.
Total: $769,784

finance 
Total: $1,643,678

Three new employees
Along with two other new positions, 
the finance department will add 
a business consultant who will 
provide general financial guidance to 
departments.
Total: $142,691

purchasing
Total: $543,261

Purchasing Technician
A purchasing technician will be 
employed to perform basic purchasing 
functions.
Total: $31,153

General Services
Total: $14,574,677

Dell Inc.
As a part of the economic 
development agreement negotiated 
when Dell Inc. moved to Round 
Rock, general services reimburses 
the company a portion of its annual 
property and sales taxes.
Total: $9,900,999 in sales tax and 
$550,000 in property tax 

Library
Total: $2,408,746

Internet station control software
Envisionware software and a coin 
changer will allow the public to 
pay for printouts and use Internet 
stations without staff assistance. These 
functions will be automatic.
Total: $14,040

police
Total: $21,400,596

More staff
The police department will add 
10 sworn officers and five civilian 
positions, designed to relieve the 

police officers from tasks such as 
taking reports.
Total: $1,005,602

fire
Total: $12,200,138

Staffing
Station 7 will open.  To help staff 
the station, four firefighters will be 
added to the payroll. Gear will also be 
purchased.
Total: $210,000

parks and Recreation
Total: $8,989,935

Practice Field Lighting and 
Maintenance
The program will add lighting to 
existing multi-purpose fields at Round 
Rock and Stony Point high schools in 
exchange for the district’s agreement 
to allow redirecting practice off the 
fields at Old Settlers Park. A majority 
of the expenditures to cover electricity 
should be recouped through user fees 
and grounds maintenance. 
Total: $26,000

human Resources
Total: $1,017,592

Healthy staff
Last year, the department introduced 
the “Spotlight on Wellness” campaign 
as a part of the insurance program.  
The campaign will continue with an 
emphasis on educating employees 
about health risks and maintaining 
healthy living.
Total: $10,000

Engineering and Development 
Services
Total: $3,610,321

Recycling Trailer
This program will allow recycling 
and pollution prevention services 
to be extended to areas not served, 
including city parks and sporting 

events.
Total: $12,000

Streets
The street department maintains and 
repairs all city streets and right-of-ways.
Total: $8,054,638

Liquid De-Icing Program
This program will implement liquid 
de-icing for precautionary measures in 
preparation of an ice event rather than 
in response. The program will cut down 
on the material used during a winter 
storm.
Total: $28,750

Transportation administration
Total: $1,014,577

Express Transit Service
The city will provide public bus 
transportation from north Round 
Rock to the Capital Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s Tech Ridge 
during peak commute times
Total: $250,000

City Shop
Total: $1,149,575

Small Engine Shop/Office Expansion
This program will enclose an existing 
open bay of the small engine shop, 
giving more space.
Total: $75,000

municipal Court
Total: $746,044

Personnel
The Municipal Court has 10.5 
employees who handle customer 
service and collections, court 
coordination and services and 
administration services.
Total: $640,289

ExamplEs of whErE thE monEy goEs

pfLuGERViLLE

ROunD ROCK

land west of Pflugerville, the city 
will expand its police force by 
eight officers, a detective and an 
inspection officer. To support the 
force, 10 patrol cars will also be 
purchased.
Total: $1,000,000

Streets
Total: $2,236,270

Increased staff
To support the increased city limits 
caused by annexations, the city will 
increase personnel and equipment.  
Total: $136,000

Parks
Total: $2,516,413

Lake Pflugerville
The city is using grants for capital 
improvements including projects at 
Lake Pflugerville and hike and bike 
trails. To support added facilities and 
projects, the city will employ three 
new personnel for the Parks and 
Recreation Department.
Total: $133,000

Police
Total: $7,609,517

Expanded force
Due to the annexation of more 

This year, the city will hire a GIS 
Coordinator and more software to 
increase the use of the system.
Total: $80,000

Library
Total: $634,234

More hours
To increase hours the library is 
opened Monday through Thursday 
and staying open Sunday afternoons, 
the city must employee more 
personnel.
Total: $40,000

Administration
Total: $4,235,522

IT Department
Rather than contracting information 
technology services as it has in the 
past, the city plans to begin a two-
person in-house department 
Total: $200,000

Building, Engineering, Planning
Total: $1,916,231

GIS System
Equipment was purchased last year 
for a computer hand-held GIS system. 

administration
Total: $2,010,009

Audio Visual Equipment Channel 10 
operations 
Production facilities for the city’s TV 
channel will be updated. 
Total: $60,500

Legal Services
Total: $1,156,400

City Attorney
The city attorney is Stephan L. Sheets 
of the law firm Sheets and Crossfield, 
PC, and is assisted by six attorneys, 
five legal assistants and three clerical 
employees.
Total:  $1,000,000

planning and Community 
Development
Total: $1,505,310

New employees
The planning department will add 
two new positions, including an 
administrative technician and an 
associate planner.
Total: $71,180

information Technology
Total: $1,973,316

Disaster Recovery Data System
This project will increase the 
centralized Storage Area Network 
equipment to include an off-site 
disaster recovery installation.
Total: $50,000

Building inspections
Total: $860,469

Maintained staff
The building inspections department 
has maintained its full-time staff of 
12 for at least three years. During the 
2006-2007 fiscal year, the department 
increased in commercial permits, which 
was tempered by the decrease in new 
home construction, preventing the 

City budget breakdown

2007 Total general funds budget  $78,868,648

2008 Total general funds budget  $19,148,1872007 Total general funds budget  $15,278,635

  2008 Total general funds budget  $84,853,283
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Historical  
Impact

Gladys Pfluger and her friends rode their bicycles to the 
post office in downtown Pflugerville three or four times a 
day in the 1930s to check for mail. 

“The trains would come through Pflugerville and we 
had an 11:30 train, a 2:30 train and then some came dur-
ing the night, and every train threw off mail and picked 
up mail,” she said. “We didn’t have mail trucks. It all came 
in by train.” 

In the community, the job of postmaster was an impor-
tant position. The Postmaster General of the United States 
appointed postmasters. The local post office often was 
kept as a sideline to the postmaster’s primary occupation, 
such as storekeeper. 

Pflugerville’s first postmaster was just that. In 1893, 
Louis Bohls established a post office in his store, located 
in his residence at the southwest corner of what is now 
the intersection of Immanuel Road and Pecan Street. He 
named the post office Pflugerville, in honor of the Pfluger 
family who first settled in the area in 1849. 

When the railroad came through Pflugerville in 1904, 
the store at the crossroads was moved just east of the rail-
road track in the Wuthrich addition. It was operated until 
1952 when it was destroyed by fire. Then Bohls moved his 
store closer to the new center of town platted by George 
Pfluger and his son Albert. The train station had a catch 
where mail was dropped off and picked up about four 
times a day, Herbert Bohls said.  

Home delivery was unheard of at that time. 
During William S. Bohl’s term as postmaster, the post 

office was in the Pflugerville Mercantile Grocery Store. 
Because this store closed on Sunday, the postmaster had 
his post office boxes placed in a structure with wheels so 
that the boxes could be shoved in front of opened double 
doors of the store for the patron to stop by and pick up 

their mail after Sunday church services. 
For rural delivery, farmers helped by putting out boxes 

for the carriers — everything came from lard pails and 
syrup cans to old apple, soap and cigar boxes, according to 
the Historian U.S Postal Service. 

Postal officials decided a standardized box would im-
prove service and, in 1901, asked manufacturers to design 
boxes to meet specifications. 

When the Pflugerville Post Office was later in Neese’s 
Drug Store on Main Street, residents had little postal boxes 
where they would pick up their mail. 

“Mr. Neese served as the postmaster until the Demo-
crats came into power  — Neese was a Republican,” Pfluger 
said. 

Bennie Larsen then served as the postmaster from 1935 
until 1943 when Grace Fowler took the position for the 
next 15 years.  

The Pflugerville Post Office was moved to a small corner 
of Leppin’s Furniture Store, also located on Main Street. 
It later moved to a storefront behind the First State Bank, 
where the E.V. Hernandez Photography shop is currently 
located. A new, modern post office was later built across 
the street from the Bank on Railroad Street, now occupied 
by the business, Wordyism. 

In 1998, a new Pflugerville Post Office was built at 301 
Heatherwilde Blvd. It is now responsible for delivering to 
around 20,000 residents, said current postmaster Megan 
Stuart-Ramirez. 

In November 2005, the post office was renamed for 
Pflugerville High School graduate, U.S. Marine Sergeant Byron 
Norwood. Sergeant Norwood was killed in action in Fallujah, 
Iraq in November 2004 while helping save the lives of seven of 
his fellow Marines. Sergeant Norwood’s name appears on the 
outside of the post office and a plaque inside tells his story. 

The evolution of Pflugerville’s postal system
by Pam stePhenson

Irene Pfluger, 
postmaster from 
1958-1971, 
stands outside of 
the post
office, which 
was in the First 
State Bank 
building, now 
E.V. Hernandez 
Photography.

Neese’s Drug store on Main Street (middle building) was one of the 
homes of the post office.
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Georgetown business 
supplies freeze-dried fruits 
as healthy-snack option.

Like astronaut 
food City of Cedar Park 

uses incentives 
to draw more 
business.
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Austin Auction is a family-
owned and operated 
auction house specializing 
in collectibles found all over 
the world.

Community 
Corridor
Parmer Lane 
and Avery Ranch 
Boulevard are 
becoming major 
thoroughfares in 
Travis and Williamson 
counties.

auction house

Regional  
Impact

a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  o u r  r e c e n t  l e a n d e r /
c e d a r  p a r k ,  n o r t h w e s t  a u s t i n  a n d 

g e o r g e t o w n / h u t t o / t a y l o r  p u b l i c a t i o n s 

If you’ve seen an episode of the 
cable TV show Myth Busters, you 
can just about picture what the 
inside of the J.J. Pickle Research 
campus looks like. Stacks of con-
crete slabs bake in the sun to test 
the strength of aggregate. Next 
door, scientists pour water fed 
from the campus water tower into 
chutes to test asphalt damage. The 
University of Texas main campus 
downtown may be where most of 
the university’s students are, but 
the real atom-splitting, bridge-
exploding action is happening in 
Northwest Austin.

Although the campus is sur-
rounded by a razor wire-topped 
chain link fence with a security 
guard posted at the entry, asso-
ciate dean for research Randall 
Charboneau says the fence is 
more to keep out strangers than 
to keep in secrets.

“We’re not trying to be secretive; 
I think the security might give it 

183

MoPac

360

Braker Ln.

J.J. P
ickle

Campus

weird science Behind the gates of J.J. Pickle 
Research Campus
by raChel youens

that impression, but we’re actu-
ally quite open with what goes on 
here. It’s just a closed campus, the 
same as UT’s main campus.”
history

The campus began as a mag-
nesium plant built by the federal 
government during World War 
II. After the war ended in 1946, 
the federal government declared 
the 402-acre plant surplus and 
the University of Texas obtained 
a lease agreement. Three years 
later, the university negotiated a 
contract with the help of then-
Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson 
to purchase the site. Rather than 
cash payments, the federal gov-
ernment would deduct from the 
plant’s price tag for every public 
benefit project that was produced 
there.

Today, UT owns a total of 450 
acres; less than half make up the 
J.J. Pickle campus. The remaining 
land is made up of vacant, wooded 

land on the west side of MoPac, in 
the Gateway area.
Research

The research coming out of 
the Pickle campus has had effects 
reaching far beyond the universi-
ty or even the state of Texas. After 
the fall of the World Trade Center 
towers, the laboratory researched 
the thermal effects on metals, 
helping to keep bridges and build-
ings safe. 

One of the first travelers to 
make it into space and back was 
a rhesus monkey trained on the 
campus. This December, the Ad-
vanced Computing Center hopes 
to unveil Ranger, the world’s fast-
est computer, in conjunction with 
Sun Microsystems. The project 
is funded by a $59 million grant 
from the National Science Foun-
dation.
future development

Despite the campus’ prime lo-
cation with The Domain being 
constructed next door and the 
pressure from the city’s planning 
and zoning department on be-
half of the North Burnet/Gateway 
neighborhood plan, the univer-
sity has no plans to sell or develop 

any more of the land. The univer-
sity’s main campus and J.J Pickle 
Campus are similar in size, but J.J. 
Pickle is only one tenth as built 
out, Charboneau said.

The university has allowed some 
land to be developed for com-

mercial projects using long-term 
leases rather than selling the land. 
Several businesses along Braker 
Lane are on university land, as 
is the new Arbor Walk shopping 
center along MoPac. 

In the next few months, people will 
notice something different about downtown 
Taylor.

Much of the monstrous construction 
equipment, unsightly gaping holes and 
bright orange cones and barrels — all 
of which have become commonplace — 
will have vanished. In their place will be 
smooth, white walkways, fresh landscaping 
and a sense of renewal, city staff said.

A strong joint effort to make the down-
town area compliant with Americans with 
Disabilities Act standards, as well as more 
attractive and economically viable is finally 
coming to fruition after nearly seven years. 

Contributions from all levels of govern-
ment are being used to enhance the com-
mercial district’s appearance and function-
ality. 

Projects include major streetscape work 
and an overhaul of the Main Street traffic 
signal system. Officials have also indicated 

 
THE NEW HEART OF  TAYLOR

Streetscape project
Key improvements 
include:
1   replacing sidewalks
2   adding front-in and 
angled parking 
3   painting crosswalks
4   planting trees and 
greenery

In addition to the items 
labeled, the plan includes 
constructing landscape 
installations,
installing handrails, 
creating seating with 
benches and adding 
trash receptacles.

1
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4

3
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Vacant space

Old City Hall

Heritage Square Park

Reiny’s 
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79
BUS
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BUS

by shannon Colletti

Various improvement projects to be completed soon
Downtown Taylor revitalization

their work continues to get parts of Second 
Street repaired.

“We have so many things going for us 
in the City of Taylor right now with retail 
development that’s coming in as well as infra-
structure improvements,” said Jean Johnson, 
Taylor Main Street and communications 
manager. “We think that when the streetscape 
is completed, that’s really going to add to the 
appearance of downtown. There’s real value 
for anyone who wants to make an investment 
in downtown Taylor.”

Johnson said the city has about 100,000 
sq. ft. available for lease or sale downtown. 
Several new businesses, such as Reiny’s and 
the Werx Salon, are taking advantage of the 
low cost of living in Taylor.

“The rates are extremely competitive,” 
Terry said. “Your money will go a lot further 
in Taylor than it would in some other areas, 
as far as your retail costs would be.” 
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Round Rock is a growing 
and thriving community. With 
growth brings added challenges 
and opportunities. The Round 
Rock Chamber of Commerce 
and the Economic Development 
Partnership strive to bring the 
community a healthy economic 
climate and a better quality of 
life.

This year, the chamber is 
focusing on strengthening and 

connecting with the community’s 
small businesses by “making the 
connection.” The objective is to 
determine the needs of the small 
business owner by providing a 
forum to address entrepreneurial 
issues.  

The chamber offers many 
programs and tools to help 
investors grow, save money and 
maximize their benefits. Last 
year the chamber and Economic 
Development Partnership held 
small business seminars ranging 
from doing business with the 
school district to communicating 
effectively. 

Round Rock Chamber of Commerce
The Round Rock Chamber of 

Commerce is not just a member-
ship organization but also a tool 
for businesses to use. The Electric 
Coalition Program was designed 
by Fox, Smolen & Associates to 
save Chamber business investors 
on their electric rates. The esti-
mated savings for active contracts 
is $158,755.

On Tuesday, Oct. 23, the cham-
ber hosted the Annual Chamber 
Banquet and recognized the 
individuals and businesses who 
have contributed their time and 
effort to make 2007 such a great 
success.

by aaren mCafee
direCtor of marketing and CommuniCations 
for round roCk Chamber of CommerCe

Incoming chamber board president, Steve 
Laukhuf, is welcomed by former president 
Landy Warren.

Houston Astros owner and guest speaker, Drayton McLane
Will Peckham, Noon Rotary Club
Philanthropic Innovation Award Steve Laukhuf, Team Stunners 

Drive Renewal Award

Geneva Whitlow, in honor of her late 
husband, Bunky Whitlow
Philanthropic Service Award
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Round Rock Chamber of Commerce

John and Judy Avery and Charles and Beth Avery
Citizens of the Year

Congressman John Carter’s family receives award (Carter not present) 
Lifetime Achievement Award

Writ Baese
Outstanding New Member of the Year

Scott Swindell
Outstanding Member of the Year

Chasco Constructors
Business of the Year

Chisholm Trail Financial Group
Small Business of the Year

Larry Killen
Ambassador of the Year and Chairman’s 
Award

Round Rock, Texas
Chamber of Commerce

Annual banquet
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Status: Albertsons approached H-E-B to 
take its 65,000 sq. ft. Round Rock store, leading 
to finalized negotiations Sept. 11. Albertsons 
liquidated its inventory and closed the store     
Oct. 21.
plans: H-E-B will remodel the store in 
preparation for the re-opening. This project will 
include new and rearranged shelving, signage 
and the changing of certain facilities to meet 
company food safety procedures. The Texas-based 
grocery chain plans to open by mid-December 
and has already extended offers of employment 
to some former Albertsons employees. The chain 
does intend to fill 175 job positions to service the 
store.

Status: The former Albertsons location was 
auctioned late 2006, at which time Calvary 
Austin became interested in the property. The 
nondenominational church purchased the site in April 
and began remodeling.
“It was not our ultimate plan [to purchase a ready-
made space], because we are limited by the look of the 
building. It was a major desire for us to purposefully 
change any outward look from Albertsons to our 
church,” Staff Pastor Darren Brock said. “We didn’t want 
to be the church in the Albertsons.”
 The church has moved into the 56,000 sq. ft. space on 

Status: In June 2006, Albertsons announced 
the closing of several of its underperforming 
stores, including this location in Round Rock, 
and the building has remained empty.
plans: The Weitzman Group is working to 
lease the building. For more information, call 
482-0094.

Status: H-E-B Plus! opened to the east at 
1700 E. Palm Valley Blvd. in November 2005. 
The store at Mays closed when it could no longer 
meet the purchasing needs of Round Rock, 
said Leslie Lockett, H-E-B’s Austin-area public 
relations director. The store closed in November 
2005.
plans: The Weitzman Group has the building 
for sale. Ideas for the commercial property are 
being discussed. For more information, call 
482-0094.

Albertsons
RM 620 and IH 35

H-E-B 
Mays and Hwy. 79

Inside  
Information

Pecan Street and began services Oct. 13. 
Although the site was previously zoned as general 
business, the church did not need rezoning for the 
change in occupancy from a grocery store to a place 
of worship. Churches and other religious gathering 
places are allowed in any zoning districts; however, 
in an area zoned residential, churches are required to 
follow specific guidelines, said Trey Fletcher, City of 
Pflugerville planning director.
For more information on the church, its services or the 
construction process, visit www.calvaryaustin.org.

220 IH 35 

110 W. Palm Valley Blvd.

Calvary Austin 1601 W. Pecan St.

3750 Gattis School Road

Albertsons to H-E-B

plans for vacatEd grocEry storEs
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Precinct 119 
Old Town Elementary School, 2200 
Chaparral Drive

Precinct 122 
Round Rock High School, 300 N. Lake 
Creek Drive

Precinct 135 
Bluebonnet Elementary School, 
1010 Chisholm Valley Drive 
Precinct 137 
St. Barnabas the Encourager Church, 
1150 McNeil Road

Precinct 138 
Chisholm Trail Middle School, 500 
Oakridge Drive

Precinct 149 
Williamson County Annex, 211 
Commerce Cove 

Precinct 150/172 
First Baptist Church, 306 Round 
Rock Ave. 
Precinct 160 
Brushy Creek Community Center, 
16318 Great Oaks Drive

Precinct 190 
Fern Bluff MUD Community Center, 
7320 Wyoming Springs Road

Precinct 331 
RRISD Purchasing Complex, 16255 
Great Oaks Drive

Precinct 340
Brushy Creek Elementary School, 
3800 Stonebridge Drive

Precinct 348 
Round Rock Presbyterian Church, 
4010 Sam Bass Road

Precinct 382
Westside Church of Christ, 3300 
RM 1431

Precinct 423
Round Rock Church of Christ, 1200 
N. Georgetown St.

Precinct 424 
Forest Creek Elementary School, 
3805 Forest Creek Drive

Precinct 436 
Stony Point High School, 1801 
Bowman Road

Precinct 455 
Voigt Elementary School, 1201 
Cushing Drive

Precinct 463 
The Fellowship at Forest Creek 
Church, 3379 Gattis School Road

Precinct 480
Gattis Elementary School, 2920 
Round Rock Ranch Blvd.

Precinct 484 
Caldwell Heights Elementary School, 
4010 Eagles Nest St. 

Precinct 488
Ridgeview Middle School, 2000 Via 
Sonoma Trail

Precinct 491
Double File Trail Elementary School, 
2400 Chandler Creek Blvd.

Election Day – Nov. 6,
 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Source: www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/

Need your precinct number or do not have a voter 
registration card? 
Visit www.travis.co.tx.us or www.wilco.org to get more information.

ON PfluGERVIllE’S BAllOT

A Pflugerville Independent School District bond election
Voters will decided whether to approve $125 million in bonds that would 
fund two elementary schools, one middle school and other district wide 
improvements. For more information, visit www.pflugervilleisd.net.

Precinct 201/202/209 
Murchison Elementary School, 2215 
Kelly Lane 

Precinct 203
Boulder Ridge Community Room, 
3300 Killingsworth Lane, Lot 277 

Precinct 206 
TCESD #2 Conference and Education 
Building (formerly Pfluger Hall), 
201-B E. Pecan St.

Precinct 219 
Caldwell Elementary School, 1718 
Picadilly Drive

Precinct 222 
Windermere Elementary School, 
1100 Picadilly Drive

Precinct 223 
PISD Administration Building, 1401 
W. Pecan St. 

Precinct 224 
Timmerman Elementary School, 
700-A W. Pecan St. 

Precinct 226 
Brookhollow Elementary School, 
1200 N. Railroad Ave. 

Precinct 227
Spring Hill Elementary School, 600 S. 
Heatherwilde Blvd. 

Pflugerville

Round Rock

second home equity loan on the same property less than one year after the 
first home equity loan.  It would provide that non-substantive omissions on a 
loan application would not affect the agreement. It would require a borrower 
to receive a copy of all executed loan documents, and a disclosure list of fees 
and costs at closing. It would prohibit the use of preprinted checks for the use of 
unsolicited loan advances to obtain a home equity line of credit.

Proposition nine – Veteran’s property tax exemption 
Authorizes the legislature to exempt all or part of the market value of the 
residence homesteads of veterans certified as having a service-connected 100 
percent disability rating. SJR 29 would also clarify the progression of property tax 
exemptions available to veterans who are less than 100 percent disabled.

Proposition 10 – Animal hides
Removes constitutional references to the former office of inspector of hides and 
animals.

Proposition 11 – Recording representatives’ votes
Requires a vote taken in either house of the legislature to be recorded by record 
vote, if the vote was on final passage of a bill, other than local bills, a resolution 
proposing a constitutional amendment or any other resolution that is not purely 
ceremonial. The record vote must be archived and available for public viewing on 
the Internet for at least two years.

Proposition 12 – Highway improvements
Authorizes the Texas Transportation Commission to issue up to $5 billion in 
general obligation bonds for highway improvement projects, the proceeds of 
which will be used to pay for projects, costs and payments owed under related 
credit agreements.

Proposition 13 – Bail releases
Authorizes the denial of bail to a person who violates conditions of release in a 
family violence case and permits the legislature to authorize the denial of bail to 
a person who violates it. 

Proposition 14 – limited judicial term
Limits a state justice or judge’s service to Dec. 31 of the fourth year of the term 
if he/she is elected to all or part of a six-year term, and reaches mandatory 
retirement age during the first four years of said term.

Proposition 15 – Cancer research
Requires the legislature to establish the Cancer Prevention and Research Institute 
of Texas, and would provide for its management, duties and powers. It would 
authorize the issuance of up to $3 billion in general obligation bonds to be used 
for operations and grants for the purpose of scientific research of all forms of 
human cancer.

Proposition 16 – Water help
Authorizes the issuance of up to $250 million in general obligation bonds by the 
Texas Water Development Board to provide financial assistance to economically 
distressed areas of the state to help provide adequate sewer and water supply 
services for residential use.

Proposition one – Angelo State university
Updates the constitutional reference to Angelo State University to conform with 
the statutory transfer of that institution from membership in the Texas State 
University System to membership in the Texas Tech University System.

Proposition two – College loans
Authorizes the legislature to permit the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board to issue up to $500 million in general obligation bonds to finance 
educational loans to college and university students, and to enter into bond 
enhancement agreements.

Proposition three – limiting home appraisals
Authorizes the legislature to limit the maximum appraised value of a residence 
homestead for property tax purposes in a tax year to the lesser of the most recent 
appraisal valuation, or 110 percent, or a greater percentage as determined by the 
legislature, of the appraised value in the preceding tax year. 

Proposition four – funding state agencies
Authorizes the legislature to permit the Texas Public Finance Authority to issue 
up to $1 billion in general obligation bonds, the proceeds of which would be 
dedicated to maintenance, construction, repairs, and equipment purchases, 
as authorized by the legislature for the following state agencies: the Texas 
Building and Procurement Commission; the Parks and Wildlife Department; the 
Department of the Adjutant General; the Department of State Health Services; 
the Department of Aging and Disability Services; the Texas School for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired; the Texas Youth Commission; the Texas Historical 
Commission; the Texas Department of Criminal Justice; the Texas School for the 
Deaf; and the Texas Department of Public Safety.

Proposition five – Downtown revitalization
Authorizes the legislature to permit cities with a population of less than 10,000 
to hold an election to allow the city to enter into an agreement with a property 
owner to temporarily freeze taxes on property either in or adjacent to an area 
approved for funding under the Downtown Revitalization Program or the Main 
Streets Improvements Program administered by the Department of Agriculture.

Proposition six –Vehicle tax exemption
Authorizes the legislature to exempt from ad valorem tax one motor vehicle 
owned by an individual that is used by the individual for both business and 
personal use.

Proposition seven – Eminent domain land return
Allows a governmental entity to sell property acquired through eminent domain 
to its immediately previous owner at the original purchase price, if the public 
use of the property has been canceled, if no progress is made toward that public 
use by a prescribed deadline, or if the property is unnecessary to accomplish that 
public use.

Proposition eight – Home loans
Clarifies home equity loan procedures and protections and make conforming 
changes to the written disclosure provided to the borrower at the loan closing. 
The amendment would establish that the status of whether property is an 
agricultural homestead  for the purpose of receiving homestead protection, 
would be determined by whether it was designated for agricultural use on the 
date of the loan closing.  The amendment would provide that a declared state 
of emergency (e.g., following a natural disaster) would justify execution of a 

ON THE BAllOT
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Community  
Corridors

Hwy. 79 & Mays Street
Sponsored by 

Hwy. 79 and Mays Street is one of the busiest 
intersections in Williamson County and may be a 
future site of Round Rock redevelopment.

The First United Methodist Church of Round Rock 
was established in 1879 but did not move to its 
current location on the corner of Hwy. 79 and Mays 
Street until 1986.  The original 6.9 acres of land was 
owned by Washington Anderson of Williamson 
County.  Anderson was married in 1838 to Mary 
Ann Glascock. They had one daughter.  Anderson, 
who was a devout Baptist, built a house for his only 
daughter who married the First Baptist Church 
preacher of Williamson County.  Today the First 
United Methodist Church of Round Rock owns 10 
acres and has 4,000 members. 

The Texas Baptist Children’s Home was established 
in 1950 when Mr. and Mrs. Louis Henna Sr. donated 
112 acres of land and five newly-constructed 
buildings (three cottages, an administration 
building and a superintendent’s residence) to 
the Baptist General Convention of Texas for the 
purpose of establishing the Texas Baptist Children’s 

History

8

future land use

M
ays St.

79

Transportation

Ideas are being presented on the commercially 
zoned property where the old H-E-B is located, 
ranging from redevelopment of the existing 
buildings to multiple-story office space.

1 The City of Round Rock Transportation Department 
has future plans to remove the median break 
between Northwest Drive and Old Bowman Road 
in the next six months. 

The city will build a new entrance for the Texas 
Baptist Children’s Home. This will also allow a stop 
light to connect the new entrance and Northwest 
Drive.

The city will place double-turn lanes on all legs of 
the intersection. This will take place over the next 
two to three years.

North Mays from Old Bowman Road will be 
widened to the bridge after Sunset Drive.

The Texas  Department of Transportation is 
conducting a study on the traffic patterns near 
Hwy 79.  Under consideration is a possible flyover 
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Hankamer - Fleming Chapel

Sunset Dr.
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 Trail Rd.
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See our October issue for more information or visit 
www.impactnews.com for the archives.

Home. For more than 50 years, Texas Baptist 
Children’s Home has provided a haven for children 
and families in crisis. 
Source: www.tbch.org

that will arch IH-35 from Hwy. 79 to RM 620 at 
Deepwood Drive. 

Brushy Creek
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Neighborhood
         Dining

amigo’s b.b.q. grill

Those of us who grew up in a gentler era remember 
the neighborhood hardware store, the filling station on 
the corner and perhaps a small grocery market where the 
butcher called our parents by name. Neighbors and neigh-
borhoods played an important role in our lives.

Paul and Iris Liu, owners of Amigo’s B.B.Q. Grill, 
believe strongly in the neighbor philosophy. Hidden in 
an out-of-the-way strip center on Pflugerville’s west side, 
their restaurant is an unassuming little spot, which Liu 
says makes no pretense at being a four-star establishment.

The walls are covered with art from neighboring Win-
dermere Elementary School and a take-out bag might be 
decorated by one of the school’s art classes. 

For four years, the goal of this little place has been sim-
ply to be good neighbors and serve great food to neigh-
borhood diners.  

For instance, it is easy and fast to drive up, run in, and 
grab one of the 18 different varieties of breakfast tacos 
served each morning with Iris’ famously delicious hot 
sauce.($1.69 -$2.29) 

The Lius get you in and out quickly because they know 
most patrons are on the way to work. 

Liu says they have many who come by every day for an 
early breakfast. If you have time to sit down, the Migas 

($4.99) filled with fresh peppers and homemade tortilla 
bits are excellent and served with potatoes and beans. 

At lunch, the menu changes to accommodate what Paul 
and Iris think the neighborhood working people want to 
eat. 

I chose the Daily Plate Lunch Special, which is differ-
ent each day ($5.99). The chalupas were on homemade 
tortillas fried in house and heaped with all the appropriate 
fresh fixings. Rice, beans and drink were included. 

The lunch menu also includes Sandwich Combos 
($4.79-$6.29) and a Botana Platter ($8.99 for one) which 
is beef or chicken fajitas with homemade hand-rolled 
tortillas. Portions are generous and easy to share.

Dinner is the time when most diners eat barbecue. It is 
convenient to grab dinner on the way home as you pass 
Amigo’s, but many choose to relax in the friendly atmo-
sphere created by the owners.

Meat by the pound and sides are sold as are barbecue 
plates ($7.49-$10.49) The variety is nice with something 
for everyone.

As diners leave Amigo’s, Paul Liu often reminds them 
to fill up their drink cup before leaving. It is no wonder 
he has a loyal clientele. Amigo’s — good food and good 
neighbors.

amigo’s B.B.q. grill
1446	Grand	Avenue	Parkway

Pflugerville	•	989-0123

Mon. – Fri.     6 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday  6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

friendly service accents taste of neighborhood diner
by ann m. calvert

Iris and Paul Liu, owners

Paul Liu tells how he met his wife Iris in 
McAllen, Texas where she worked in her 
dad’s Mexican restaurant and meat market 
while Paul worked in a Chinese Restaurant.  
Most of the recipes at Amigo’s, including 
the popular hot sauce, are old traditional 

LO V e  a n D  F O O D
family recipes that Iris taught Paul to 
cook. He laughs that after cooking in a 
Chinese restaurant it  took a few early 
marriage years for her to teach him to 
cook Mexican food. 
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1st Moment Flowers
4500 E. Palm Valley Blvd., 
Ste. 114
Round Rock
671-9222

620 Florist
1308 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock
244-2711

Adam’s Gift Shop
409 N. Mays St.
Round Rock
255-7500

Allen’s Boots
2541 S. IH 35
Round Rock
310-7600

Retail
CONTINUED FROM |1

“Those businesses that are 
doing well have found their 
niche market and are doing 
well because they’ve recog-
nized the market and have 
good customer service,” Ger-
van-Brown said.

In Round Rock, shopping 
locally can mean better prod-
uct knowledge and customer 
service, said Terry Myers, 
owner of Kaleidoscope Toys 
in Round Rock.

“I have my hands in the op-
eration. I work the counter, I 
work the front and I work 
with the customers,” Myers 
said. “I know my toys and I 
train all of my employees to 
know them too, so they can 
give good suggestions. I con-
sider myself a toy expert, a 
professional.”

Myers store, which sells a 
selection of toys both educa-
tional and developmental, is 
already in the midst of holi-
day shopping, she said, and 
warns last minute customers 
to begin toy buying earlier 
this year.

“Normally at this time of 
year there are pile ups at the 
docks in California, but this 
year it is going to be worse 
because of the fall out from 
the toy recalls,” Myers said. 
“Both China and the U.S. 
stepped up their inspecting 
and toy testing, as well as the 
manufacturers to make sure 
and catch anything that has 
not been caught yet. What 
that’s resulted in, though, is 
a slowdown in manufactur-
ing the toys, getting them 
shipped and getting them 
distributed.”

Editor’s Note: As the community 
grows and residents have more choices 
for nearby shopping, we feel it is 
important to recognize the smaller, 
locally owned businesses. 
Many of these businesses succeed or 
fail by their holiday sales. They also 
offer diverse and unique items often 
not found in their larger, corporate 
counterparts. If your business is one of 
these smaller stores and we have not 
listed you, please let us know. We will 
make sure to include you next year.

Antique Mall
1601 IH 35, Ste. 400
Round Rock
671-7467

Apricot Lane
4401 IH 35, Ste. 820
Round Rock
931-2040

Atex Family Fun Center
907C N. IH 35
Round Rock
341-7742

The Bead Choice
1101 Pecan St., Ste. 3
Pflugerville
989-1110

Beyond the Red Door and 
Silk Cocoon
106 S Mays St., Ste. 100
Round Rock
246-9908

Blackhawk Golf Club, 
pro shop
2714 Kelly Lane
Pflugerville
251-9000

Bloomin’ Across Texas 
15307 FM 1825
Pflugerville
251-2268

Canvas Press 
525 Round Rock West Drive, 
Ste. A150
Round Rock
828-5553

Ceramic Lodge
18 Chisholm Trail
Round Rock
248-2100

Ceramics and More
101A W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville
252-2243

Chisholm Station Trains
901 Sam Bass Road
Round Rock
255-5832

Changes Salon & Day Spa
110 S. Harris St.
Round Rock
733-7777

Circle in a Square Pottery
3742 CR 123
Round Rock
246-Fire
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                                 A Guide to Local Retail

Danny Ray’s Music
1920 Sam Bass Road
Round Rock
671-8663

Diva Valentine
306 W. Main Ave.
Round Rock
731-5807

DogBoy’s Dog Ranch,
gift shop
2615 Crystal Bend Drive
Pflugerville
251-7600

E & R Clothing 
and Accessories
15608 Springhill Lane, Ste.109
Pflugerville
990-3402

Envy Salon
117 E. Main Ave.
Round Rock
310-1114

Estrada’s Music
1401 S. IH 35
Round Rock
310-2044

Flowers & Frills, Inc. 
103A W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville
251-8869

Forest Creek Golf Club,
 gift shop
99 Twin Ridge Parkway
Round Rock
388-2874

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Formosa Art Tea House
200 E. Pecan St., Ste. 5
Pflugerville
989-8678

Gaddy’s True Value
403 FM 685
Pflugerville
251-4611

Gage Furniture
130 Sundance Parkway
Round Rock
600-0046 

Grapevine Market
2400 S. IH 35, Ste. 190
Round Rock
248-9933

Hard Drive Golf
2851 A.W. Grimes Blvd. 
Round Rock
248-9191

Hockey & More Store 
Next Door
15501 N. FM 620
Round Rock
716-1980 

I Spy 
1701 Red Bud Lane
Round Rock
341-8404

J & M Jewelers
110 N. IH 35
Round Rock
733-5006

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

Jewelry Place
200 E. Pecan St., Ste. 4
Pflugerville
990-1015

Kaleidoscope Toys
1601 S. IH 35
Round Rock
388-5048

Keria Teas
204 E. Main Ave.
Round Rock
255-3742

Oo La La
403 W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville
990-8677

Lammes Candies
110 N. IH 35, Ste. 150
Round Rock
388-1885

Moon Dance 
3720 Gattis School Road
Round Rock
716-1020

Mustache Skateboards
1011 Gattis School Road, 
Ste. 100
Round Rock
535-0745

Nelda’s Boutique
1101 W. Pecan St., Ste.11
Pflugerville
252-2225

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

Ninja Pirates
100 S. 12th St.
Pflugerville
251-0110

Old Prague Market
117 E. Main St.
Pflugerville
251-7330

Old Settler’s General Store
3250 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock 
431-2894

The Party Image
109 E. Main St.
Round Rock
218-9390

Pagel & Sons Jewelers
1110 N. IH 35
Round Rock
388-4653

Partners Pet Center
1701 S. Mays St., Ste. Q
Round Rock
255-3351

Pipe World
115 Sundance Parkway, 
Ste. 505
Round Rock
388-4300

Piranha Records
1208 N. IH 35, Ste. E
Round Rock
238-0418

42
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44

45

46

47

48

49

Pflugerville Country 
Gift Gallery
301 W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville
251-5329

Pflugerville Floral Design
1202 FM 685, Ste. B1
Pflugerville
252-2105

Pfun D-Lites
791-9424

Q & T Jewelry
220 Sundance Parkway, 
Ste. 404
Round Rock
733-9120

The Railyard Express 
Retail Store
3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock
255-2255

Rogue’s Gallery
1601 S. IH 35, Ste.360
Round Rock
279-8888

Round Rock Army Store
2001 N. Mays St., Ste.7
Round Rock 
246-7033

Round Rock Hobbies
1601 S. IH 35, Ste. 390
Round Rock
733-1224
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Scent-sations Gourmet 
Candles
7711 O’Connor, Ste. 701
Round Rock
244-0835

Scrapbook Fever
1208-X N. IH 35
Round Rock
244-7277

Simply Suzi 
1700 E. Palm Valley Blvd.,
 Ste. 470
Round Rock
246-0808

Snapdragon Flowers ‘N Such
210 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock
255-6158

Star Ranch Golf Club, 
gift shop
2500 FM 685
Hutto
252-4653

Sweet Love & Sugar Britches
2000 IH 35, Ste. A5
Round Rock
255-6602

Sue’s Book Exchange
1205 Round Rock Ave. 
Round Rock
244-9193
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Teravista Golf Club, 
gift shop
4333 Teravista Club Drive
Round Rock
651-9850

Texas Spice Co. 
2713 Sam Bass Road
Round Rock
260-1712

Tiny Bird Organics
2591 Sam Bass Road
Round Rock
341-0042

Turner’s Furniture
200A E. Main Ave.
Round Rock
255-7416

VP Salon & Gifts
3720 Gattis School Road
Round Rock
828-5700

Wordyisms, Inc.
103 N. Railroad Ave,
Pflugerville
835-6695

Z&M Jewelry Repair
1800 N. Mays, Ste. 110
Round Rock
218-1570
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Employment: American Physicians Insurance
Education:  Bachelor’s in accounting, University of Texas
family:  Married, a son and daughter
Contact information:  990-4363, council2@cityofpflugerville.com 

Q.  What are your priorities as a council member?
A.  My priorities right now are bookkeeping issues. We have taken care of a lot 
of the ordinances. I want to be disciplined on fiscal spending. One of my goals 
is to make sure we have a strong staff. There has been some disappointment on 
that end. The city should be able to run on autopilot if it had the staff it needs. 
We need to make sure the city manager knows the council’s goals and can follow 
through with them. Then there is not much for the council to do.

Q. What is the most difficult decision you have made as a council member?
A.  One of the most difficult decisions deals with the New Sweden Development 
that just went through. We also made a contract that gives a million gallons of 
water per day for 30 years and got very little in return. Some of us council mem-
bers disputed whether that was necessary. We were told it would support de-
velopment down Kelly Lane toward 130. The landowner does not see that need. 
Mayor Cat Callen held economic development as the reason we needed it, but no 
one could prove that to us. We only have 15-million gallons a day, so we are giv-
ing 1/15 of what we have. Those are two things I regret.

Q.  What will be some important issues the city faces in the near future?
A.  We will be facing a bond vote on probably $30 million next spring for a city, 
library and recreation facilities. We know we are already behind on the rec facility. 
At the city hall we have reached maturity and need to move into a larger space. I 
think the fuss about where to locate city hall has largely come from a small group 
of downtown business owners. If I owned a business there, I would probably feel 
the same way. But downtown does not have the blueprint space we need to build 
a city hall that could leverage the economic base.

Q.  What are your priorities as a council member?
A.  I would say quality of life. Transportation is important and we have a master 
plan. We are working on updating that, but my passion is quality of life. Road-build-
ing is not that interesting.

Q.   Why did you run for office as a council member?
A.  Back when I first ran for office, I wanted to focus on quality of life issues. That 
is why the downtown issue is so important. I am from Baytown where they ruined 
their downtown by bringing Interstate 10 right through the middle of it and they 
have never been able to rebuild. It has had a real impact on the city. You need to 
have the history of downtown. It is kind of the homestead where people can always 
go. We have a lot of smart guys on council who know all about economic develop-
ment. I think we need a mixture, but everyone on council has a common vision. No 
one has an agenda. There are no arguments. Everyone has a can-do attitude that 
wants to find what is best for Round Rock.

Q.  What is your favorite area in Round Rock?
A. I like to go to the Veterans Park by Sam Bass Theatre. It’s in the city, but it does 
not have the flavor of being in the city. There are ducks, kids and the monuments.  

Q.  What is the most difficult decision you have made as a council member?
A. That’s a hard question because everything is done with the vision in mind. The 
council’s vision is for Round Rock to be a place where people can live, their children 
can grow up and receive a good education, find jobs and work here. We’re getting 
there. We have health care and our [higher] education is getting better. We have 
good jobs here. You can grow your career here. We need some more cultural things. 
At some point we need a theater. We need things that will get more retirees and 
then we will have the whole life cycle. 

Rufus Honeycutt gained an appreciation for Central 
Texas while visiting his grandparents in Temple. 

It was not until after he served with the U.S. Marine 
Corps, worked with IBM at NASA and then traveled 
with the same employer around the world that he 
moved to Round Rock in 1992.

At that time, Honeycutt had an easy commute to IBM 
in Austin. Traffic has become heavier since then, causing 

him to question if he wanted to stay. However, in the 
end, he said he has become too attached to the 

community and the people who live here to 
make him want to move.

 After serving since 2005 as a 
council member, he has announced 

plans to seek a second term at the 
May 2008 election.

Bruce Wood moved to Pflugerville in 1984, but it was 
not until more than 20 years later that he became a 

council member. In what he calls the “racetrack election 
of ’05,” he ran for office with the endorsement of Pfluger-
ville Pfamilies Pfirst, a group he helped found. His oppo-
nent, who was also an incumbent, supported the opening 
of a racetrack, a business Wood felt would destroy the 
city’s character.

Wood won the election, the racetrack never 
came to Pflugerville, and he is now near the 
end of his three-year term. He does not 
plan to run for council again.

 “I feel like we made major improve-
ments on the economic forefront, but 
that will be for the future to judge. I 
did not get into this for a legacy. If I 
did, I would seek re-election.” 

Bruce Wood rufus Honeycutt

Employment: Retired
Education:  Classes provided by the U.S. Marine Corps and IBM
family:  Married
Contact information:  255-0007, 773-5335, rhoneycutt@austin.rr.com

mayor pro tem, pflugerville Council member, Round Rock
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Audrey Dearing, Nadine Whiteley, First Lady of Texas Laura 
Bush.   
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