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Tax rate shrinks 
while appraisals 
drive taxes up
 by Christi Covington
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This year, Pflugerville will get its first industrial park that 
will cover one million sq. ft. of space, mimicking the size of 
the city’s future Stone Hill Town Center or Lakeline Mall. 

The presence of the park, named Verde Springbook Cor-
porate Center, near Heatherwilde Boulevard, also means 
more local jobs for residents and a road expansion that will 
give easier access to Toll 45, Mayor Jeff Coleman said.

“It’s the first stepping stone in industrial development 
and employment,” Coleman said. “We got Wal-Mart and 
Stone Hill. We were trying for retail, and [these shopping 
options] burst that bubble. Now this will do the same for 
industrial.”
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Round Rock and Pflugerville must 
host public hearings this summer on 
proposals to increase the total tax 
revenue. However, both cities plan to 
decrease the current tax rate.

“It is kind of confusing,” Pflugerville 
Finance Director Lauri Gilliam said. 
“It’s the ‘Truth in Taxation’ that is not 
exactly true.”

State law under the Truth in Taxa-
tion code requires cities or other tax-
ing entities to advertise to the public 
if they are collecting more tax money 
for the budget than they did last year 
because the proposed tax rate is more 
than the effective rate.

Travis County, with a formula given 
by the state comptroller’s office, calcu-
lates Pflugerville’s individual effective 
tax rate, which sets a benchmark. In 
Round Rock, the school district per-
forms this service. If the city uses that 
effective rate, it should provide the 
budget with around the same provi-
sion as the previous year’s budget. 

The effective rate is calculated by 
taking all the property on the tax role 
that was in existence last year minus 
new construction and annexations. 

Many cities choose to gather more 
taxes than the benchmark because 
voters or council members ask for the 
funds for projects or increased ser-
vices, Round Rock Finance Director 
Cindy Demers said.

Right now, the increased sales tax 
revenue in the general fund budget 
will add more than 30 positions for 
fire and police during the next fiscal 
year, which starts in October. The 
higher than effective tax rate will pay 
for debt on bond issuances.

Both cities plan to lower their tax 
rates — Pflugerville by 0.005 cents per 
$100 and Round Rock by 0.005830 
cents. Yet many residents will pay 
more in taxes overall because of in-
creased property value. 

Pflugerville’s next public hearing is 
Sept. 11 at 7:30 p.m. during the city 
council meeting and will be voted on 
by the council Sept. 25. Round Rock’s 
next hearing is Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. dur-
ing the city council meeting and will 
be voted on by the council Sept. 27.

story highlights

Joint effort builds 
major swim center

The City of Round Rock and the YMCA 
of Greater Williamson County have part-
nered together to build the city’s first in-
door, competitive aquatic center with plans 
to begin construction next month. More 
than just a swimming pool, the $6 million 
facility will have water therapy resources, 
play features such as a water slide and com-
petitive swimming seating. 

It will be only the third year-round, com-
petitive swimming center of its kind in the 
Austin area; University of Texas’ Lee and 
Joe Jamail Texas Swimming Center and Ce-
dar Park’s Nitro Swim Center are the other 
two. 

“We both found out there was a need for 
a year-round aquatic center,” said Jeff An-
dresen, president of the YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County. “We got together and 

by shannon Colletti

Verde Springbrook Corporate Center is a one million sq. ft. industrial park. 

When developers decided to build Verde Springbrook Corporate Center, they agreed to 
help build an extension of New Meister Lane connecting Schultz Lane with the existing 
Meister Lane.  Exit ramps are being added at Toll 45 and Heatherwilde Boulevard.

This land is proposed for future commercial development along the toll corridor. 

New and old subdivisions sit across the street or close to the industrial development.

industrial development creates potential for •	
hundreds of pflugerville jobs
first tenant has agreed to fill most of the first •	
building’s 144,000 sq. ft. space

Facilities compared to UT swim 
center and Cedar Park’s Nitro Swim

Development near Toll 45 and Heatherwilde

Plans for the Round Rock Family YMCA

The new competitive swimming center will be the first of its kind in Round Rock

New Exit 
Ramps

Eight-lane, 25-yard •	
heated competitive 
swimming pool
100 capacity aluminum •	
bleachers

Family dressing •	
rooms & restrooms
Whirlpool•	
Slide•	

Lazy river•	
Splash and spray toys•	
Splashpad (zero entry)•	
Hot tub•	

The facility will have:

Mays
Bowman 

Dr.

Courtesy of YMCA of Greater Williamson County
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Backed by comprehensive neonatal intensive care services, more moms choose St. David’s hospitals than any other health 

system in central Texas. Join the thousands of very happy mothers and babies that make us the preferred place to have a 

baby in Travis and Williamson counties. Make sure you and your baby have a St. David’s doctor.  

Find your St. David’s doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
St . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l
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ing how it will affect you. 
Property value and how it 

relates to taxes is another story 
we offer this month. My home 
received a higher appraisal value 
this year, and I have a vested in-
terest in discovering the extent to 
which this will impact my family.

Community Impact Newspaper 
has two new exciting announce-
ments. We launched our fourth 
newspaper Aug.10, which covers 
local news in Georgetown, Hutto 
and Taylor. Already, we have 
received positive feedback. 

Look for a special publication 
Sept.  21. We will be sending our 
first annual comprehensive com-
munity guide called Connected, 
a useful tool for any resident 
throughout the year.

With all that is happening in 
Round Rock and Pflugerville, it’s 
hard to find a moment to pause 
long enough to enjoy some qual-
ity time, but this fall, I hope you 
can dive into one of our great 
community facilities.

   

September is here and school 
is back in full swing. Routines 
have changed and indoor recre-
ational activities are scheduled. 
One of the activities I enjoy is 
spending time in the cardio/
weight room at Clay Madsen Rec 
Center. My husband is one of 
the 44 percent of Round Rock’s 
health facility users who swims 
at the lap pool there. I can see us 
also using the new aquatic center 
that will be constructed at the 
YMCA. The plans are impressive 
and this new feature will be a 
great asset for groups in the area.

My home is not far from 
the new Verde Springbrook 
Corporate Center, so it is also 
with great interest that I have 
followed this story. Anytime a 
large structure is built near your 
home, you are probably wonder-

New publication highlights 
community opportunities
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The Austin-Round Rock Metropolitan Statistical Areas ranked    
No. 1 in Expansion Management’s 2007 “Mayor’s Challenge” rankings, 
a list based on the results of seven research studies the magazine 
published over the past year.

The magazine targets executives of companies looking to expand 
or relocate their facilities. Austin-Round Rock was followed by 
Minneapolis, Minn., Raleigh, N.C., Washington, D.C. and Kansas 
City, Mo.

Texas led all states with seven of its metros awarded a Five-Star 
Business Opportunity Metro ranking, which is an honor given to the 
top 20 percent of all U.S. metros. Missouri, Pennsylvania and Virginia 
were next, with four metros receiving the same honor.

In all, a total of 362 MSAs were evaluated based on nearly 130 
statistical criteria.

Top area for relocating or expanding business

General 
Manager’s 
Note

Sara Aleman

Sara Aleman

Round Rock ISD breaks ground on new school

Round Rock ISD broke ground Aug. 14 on Elementary School No. 
30. The new school, in the Teravista subdivision at 4419 Teravista 
Club Drive, is scheduled to open in 2008 with approximately 650 
students.

“We must continue to build for the future of our city, the future 
of the state and for 
our children,” Dr. 
Jesus Chavez, RRISD 
superintendent, said.

This is the third 
school built with 
money from the $267 
million dollar bond 
package approved by 
voters in 2006.

Published 13 times annually

Austin Regional Clinic opens new medical center

Austin Regional 
Clinic opened its 
new comprehensive 
health center at 940 
Hesters Crossing in 
Round Rock Aug. 6 
with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony.

The 24,000 sq. ft. 
clinic has expanded 
capacity for primary care, including daytime urgent care services; 
pediatrics; ear, nose and throat; physical therapy; and audiology.

The clinic was located at 2000 S Mays St., Ste. 202.
“With the addition of three new hospitals in and near here, Round 

Rock will become one of the larger health care hubs in the Greater 
Austin area and we wanted to be prepared to support the health 
care needs of this expanding service area,” Susan Patton, ARC chief 
operations officer, said.

804 E Braker Lane • Austin, TX

...freedom 

...adventure 

...and the thrill of 

a shrewd, timely, 

money-saving 

move.

COMING SOON!

www.CentralTexasHarley.com
512-973-8521

to follow

  So now there’s 
every reason 

the

dream...
Our Round Rock Location

FOR CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.CENTRALTEXASHARLEY.COM

2008 Models Are In
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by beth Wade

Electrician’s bet on bead craft becomes businessCloser
    Look 

A necklace with pearls, Swarovski crystals or genuine 
turquoise could be expensive from a high-end shop or cata-
log. Brandon Turner says he can make something similar 
and sell it at a much lower cost.

With wholesale beads and gems, a little bit of artistic 
ingenuity and a couple of hours, Turner creates and sells 
handcrafted jewelry, but that is only a fraction of his 
business. 

“I’m not a hippy sitting on the [Austin] drag, selling $10 
necklaces strung on fishing line,” Turner said. “You think 
you can go down there and find something like this, but 
you can’t go to the drag and buy anything similar.”

Turner is the co-owner of Pflugerville’s only bead shop. 
The Bead Choice is home to a wide variety of wholesale 
beads, sold by the strand, along with tools and accessories 
for crafting personal pieces.

Most of Turner’s jewelry is one of a kind and made with 
wholesale beads, which allows for the low cost. He once 
had dreams of selling his goods at market to retailers, but 
decided to keep the business small for quality control.

“If I did hit something big, how do you produce that 
many orders? It can get pretty tedious,” Turner said. “I like 

making jewelry because I can keep creating stuff and 
not have to make anything redundant.”

While most of his business comes from walk-in cus-
tomers, he is developing his Web site to be a faster, more 
user-friendly sales tool in hopes of creating a bigger 
Internet presence, he said. His goal is to ship complete 
orders from the Web site.

“I’ve been able to complete almost 1,000 orders in the 
past year, with no back orders,” he said,

Turner has prior experience working in a bead shop 
in Austin, but before that was an electrician. In his early 
jewelry-making days, he taught himself and used his 
electrician tools to create his art.

“I tell people to try not to learn bad habits, but the 
best way to learn is by yourself,” he said. “Someone can 
show you a technique and you can take it from there 
and make it your own.”

Turner closes early on Saturdays at 3 p.m. and holds 
private parties and lessons in his shop until 5 p.m. Dur-
ing that time, customers can use his tools and string 
and bring in their own beads or purchase items at a 20 
percent discount to create their own pieces.

pfluger ville business - the bead choice

The Bead Choice
1101 W. Pecan St., Ste. 3

989-1110 • www.thebeadchoice.com

Brandon Turner, co-owner
18

25

bead speCialties
African Trade Beads•  – Also known as money 
beads. Used for trade or barter in Africa. $5.50-
$13.99 per strand
Bali beads•  – Hand-crafted silver beads from Bali, 
Indonesia. $2.99-$7.99 per pack
Turquoise•  – The name means “Turkish stone” after 
the trade routes, which passed through Turkey. 
$7.99-$49.99 per strand
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Sales Consultants:
Tara or Betsy

218-4881

Bring this coupon on your first visit to 
HIGHLAND PARK

to receive a Special Back to School Discount.
Ask us about ZERO Move-in*

* For a limited time and buyer
must be qualified. Subject to change.

www.drhorton.com

Homes from the $130s
READY -TO-MOVE-IN!Holistic Healthcare

AcuWorks Acupuncture
 & Herb Clinic

1930 Rawhide Dr. Ste. 402 Round Rock, TX 78681
(Behind Luby’s & Hastings Of Skyridge Plaza)

244-7888

Treatment Available For Additional Diseases

Mon-Fri 10:30am-4:30pm
Weekday Evenings and Saturdays Available

•  •  •

• Allergies & Asthma 
• Anxiety & Depression 
• Arthritis & Joint Pain 
• Digestive Problems 
• Chronic Fatique 
• Chronic Pain

• Headache & Migraines 
• Injuries( Auto,Work, Sport) 
• Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
• PMS & Menstrual Pain 
• Menopause Syndrome 
• Pain Managment

Most Insurances 
Accepted

FREE 
Consultation
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News or questions about Pflugerville? E-mail us at ccovington@impactnews.com.
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Dressed for Pflugerville 
The City of Pflugerville is selling T-shirts with the city’s 
new slogan, “Between a rock and a weird place.” The 
shirts come in gray or blue with sizes ranging from 
youth small to adult 
XXXL. Shirts are $10 
for children and $15 
for adults. They can 
be purchased at the 
finance office, 100 E. 
Main St., Ste. 100 or 
at city events. 

Vehicle restrictions
Beginning Oct. 1, the City of Pflugerville will begin 
enforcing a new ordinance, No. 894-07-06-26, which 
prohibits the parking of certain vehicles and trailers 
in the front and side yards (including driveways) of 
residences within the city limits.  

These include:
•Vehicles in excess of 9,000 lbs.

•Vehicles exceeding 20 linear ft. in length
•Motor homes
•Any trailer, semi-trailer, boat trailer, trailer house 
or other non-motorized device or equipment 
designed or intended to be towed upon the public 
streets. 
This same ordinance prohibits the parking of any 
motor vehicle in the side yard setback or front 
yard without it being parked on a hard surface 
consisting of concrete, brick or asphalt.

Due to the controversy of the ordinance, the 
council will revisit the issue.  For information, call 

252-8469. 

Tap into a new dance studio 
After opening Aug. 13, Dance Elements is offering 
classes in creative movement, ballet, tap, jazz, hip hop 
and modern/contemporary dance. The studio is in 
the Longhorn Business Park at 4674 Priem Lane, Ste. 
102. Classes are available for children age 3 and up and 
adults. For more information, call 990-4700 or visit 
danceelements.com. 

Open mic for poetry
Starting Aug. 16, South Flavas Entertainment LLC 
began hosting the Neo-Soul Lounge and Poetry Reading 
with an open mic every Thursday at Club Illusion. The 
club is in Three Points Plaza at 2700 W. Pecan St., Ste. 
102. The door opens at 8 p.m. For more information, 
call 670-7411.

Gym opens
Platinum Gymnastics Academy has opened at 
1410 Royston Lane. It strives to create competitive 
opportunities for members of all ages and skill levels to 
learn gymnastics. Platinum offers everything from classes 
to birthday party events. For more information, call 251-
2776 or visit www.go2platinum.org. 

Home for retail 
The 26,100 sq. ft. Pflugerville Cedars Center at 616 
FM 685, was completed in August. The complex is still 
seeking tenants. Spaces vary in size from 1,200 sq. ft. to 
14,000 sq. ft. For more information, visit www.austin-
realestate.net or call Don Dungan at 439-3628.

Taste of culture
Formosa Art & Tea, 200 E. Pecan St., Ste. 5, is hosting 
several programs Sept. 22. The public is invited to watch 
a Chinese martial arts performance by Sifu Sean Gooden 
and his students from Shaolin Do Kung Fu at 4 p.m. 
Then at 5 p.m., professional poet Anyah will combine her 
poetry into song with several Austin musicians. From 7 
to 10 p.m., an open mic 
is available for anyone 
wanting to share poetry 
or music. An exhibit from 
local artist Christian 
Goebel, an acrylic painter 
who gets her inspiration 
from nature, will also be 
on display. Her paintings 
will be on site Sept. 
19 – Oct. 12. For more 
information, call 989-
8678 or visit drinkarttea.
com.
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 Comapny by Grant Fuller

Bob McGahey, owner

Closer
    Look 

When a Round Rock store stays in business for 100 
years, its walls – however many times moved and re-
moved – have witnessed some serious changes. 

Current owner Bob McGahey bought Quick Pharmacy 
in 1988 when fewer than 30,000 people called Round 
Rock home. 

Originally named Economy Drug in 1907 and then 
Noble Pharmacy, the store has endured three different 
locations, four ownership changes and a century of devel-
opment. Brothers Eugene and Clarence Quick took over 
in 1942, and after all the area’s development, at least one 
thing has remained the same.

“We kept the name because of the history,” McGahey 
said. “In ’88, there were still a lot of old-timers around, so 
that’s the reason we kept it.”

Although most of its business today consists of new-
comers to the area, Quick Pharmacy also maintains many 
loyal customers who appreciate the specialized services 
like area delivery and in-store charge accounts. 

“There’s so many chain stores, and they do a really 
good job, but we try to find our niche in the things they 
don’t do,” McGahey said. “We just have more flexibility. 
The decisions are mine to make, and you don’t have to go 
through someone else.”

Even now in the shadow of the Walgreens next door, 
McGahey tries to make sure Quick Pharmacy consistently 
lives up to its name.

“We try to get people in and out as quick as possible,” 
McGahey said. “Customer service is first and foremost in 
our minds. Just helping people. That’s what we do.”

Computers have made a lot of things easier for McGa-
hey and his staff of 12 (a robot called ScriptPro now fills 
40 percent of prescriptions), but he also says the advent of 
mail-order prescriptions and the complication of insur-
ance plans sometimes make him miss the simpler days. 

“It’s just a different world,” McGahey said. “I used to 
have one old-timer come in and sit down, he was about 
93, and we’d talk forever. You know, we just don’t have the 
time to do that anymore.”

The positive tradeoff for industry evolution is more 
business for Quick Pharmacy. The store is thriving today, 
but McGahey says he needed a little help from his Round 
Rock neighbors when he first took the reigns of the re-
vered local pharmacy. 

“There’s people that have come in here from day one 
when I bought the store, and I’m very thankful,” McGahey 
said. “Those people are special because they gave me an 
opportunity here.”

round rock business - quick pharmac y

Century-old pharmacy develops with the times
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Quick Pharmacy
701 E. Palm Valley Blvd.

255-2144 • www.quickrx.com

1960
Clarence 
moves away 
and Eugene 
continues 
to operate 
pharmacy

1942
Eugene and 
Clarence Quick 
buy store and 
change name 
from Noble 
Pharmacy to 
Quick Pharmacy

1930
Greene dies 
and son 
Gordon 
becomes 
owner

1907
Greene 
Noble 
opens 
Economy 
Drug in 
downtown 
Round Rock
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Quick 
Pharmacy

1980
Milton 
and 
Ella Jez 
become 
new 
owners

1 0 0  Y E A R S  o F  Q U I C k  P H A R M A C Y 1984
Milton moves 
to shopping 
center on 
Palm Valley 
Blvd. to make 
way for 
downtown 
renovation

1988
Bob and 
Debbie 
McGahey 
purchase 
Quick 
Pharmacy

1997
Bob moves 
across 
street to 
location of 
the original 
Wag-a-Bag 

2007
Quick 
Pharmacy 
celebrates 
100 
years of 
business 
in Round 
Rock

We now have ongoing Yoga classes offered at our location.Call our office for the schedule.

Holistic, hands-on approach featuring advanced 
manual techniques for the treatment of: 

•  Headaches       •  Fibromyalgia
•  Neck & Back pain    •  And More!

301 Hester’s Crossing #160
Round Rock, TX 78681

Phone: 512.310.1928
Fax: 512.310.9180

E-mail: handsonptrr@earthlink.net
Website: www.handsonpt.net

 One on one care - a therapist is with the 
patient from the beginning to the end of 
each treatment.

 Integration of hands on manual ther-
apy with functional activities, weekly 
group therapeutic exercise instruction, 
core strengthening programs and indi-
vidualized home programs.

 Specialized Services: includes treat-
ment of Men’s and Women’s Health, TMJ 
and Pediatrics.

Advanced Massage Therapy allows you to continue your Myofascial Release treatment 
even when you are no longer under the care of a physician to help you maintain your 
current level of function and prevent future injuries.

Gift Certificates 

forAdvanced 

Massage Therapy

Advanced Massage TherapyAdvanced Massage Therapy
Hands on Physical TherapyHands on Physical Therapy
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round rock business - quick pharmac y
 

News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

Consignment sale
Just Between Friends will host the Children’s & 
Maternity Consignment Sales event Oct. 12 – 13 at the 
First United Methodist Church – Family Life Center, 
1004 N. Mays St. Consigners and volunteers can register 
now. This event partially benefits Agape Pregnancy 
Center and other local non-profit organizations. For 
more information, call 608-2430 or visit roundrock.
jbfsale.com.

Cultural experience
A new organization, Friendship International, 
has formed as an opportunity for women from 
around the world to learn about different cultures 
in a social setting, practice English and develop 
creative skills. All international women are invited 

to the Tuesday meetings. The welcome party is 
Sept. 25 from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. at the First Baptist 

Church, 305 Round Rock Ave. For more information, 
call 388-2111.

Pharmacy stop for uninsured
With the help of a $3,000 donation from Atmos Energy, 
Lone Stone Circle of Care will build a pharmacy at the 
Round Rock Health Clinic, which provides pediatric 
and women’s health services. The clinic is at 2120 N. 
Mays St., Ste. 430.

Game time
The Round Rock Public Library, 216 E. Main St., will 
host a competitive video gaming event Sept. 8 from 
12:30 to 3 p.m. The featured game will be Nintendo’s 
Mario Kart Double Dash on the Gamecube console. 
Nintendo’s Super Smash Bros. Melee and PS2’s Dance 
Dance Revolution will be available for open-play. The 
program is open for children age 12 to 18. It is the first 
stage of the Teen Gaming Tournament and will run 
through December with a grande finale Dec. 29. For 
more information, call 218-7006 or visit 
www.roundrocklibrary.org.

Early holiday shopping
The Fine Arts and Crafts Show and Sale will be Sept. 8 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Baca Senior Center, 301 W. 
Bagdad Ave. Hand-crafted items and original art will be 
for sale. Admission is free. Proceeds will benefit the
center. For more information, call 218-5499 or visit 
www.bacacenter.com.

Caring for women 
The Seton Medical Center Williamson partnered 
with H-E-B and Run-Tex to sponsor Ignite Women’s 
Health, a program focused on providing information 
on women’s health and fitness. There will be registration 
opportunities at area H-E-Bs beginning Sept. 27 
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the H-E-B on Louis Henna 
Boulevard. For more information, call Adrienne Layva 
at 324-1000 or e-mail ajleyva@seton.org. 

6

5  

Custom cabinets
Locally owned Chapman Woodworks LLC opened 
Aug. 1 at 25 Dawson Road off CR 122. The business 
specializes in 
custom cabinetry 
and custom 
furniture both 
for residential 
and commercial 
customers. For 
more information, 
call 244-9675. 

Millions of dollars impact
The second AT&T Games of Texas held in Round Rock 
and other Williamson County cities attracted more than 
8,392 athletes July 20-29. It is estimated that the games 
brought more than an $8 million economic impact 
overall, with around $3.5 million staying in Round Rock. 

Fore sure
The fifth annual Clay Madsen Foundation “Fore Sure” 
Golf Tournament will be Sept. 21 at 12:30 p.m. at Star 
Ranch Golf Club. Dinner will be provided, along with 
prizes and an auction after the tournament. The Clay 
Madsen Foundation was established to honor Round 
Rock high school student and athlete Clay Madsen by 
aiding families in his community stricken with cancer and 
to support efforts to find a cure for the disease. For more 
information, visit www.claymadsen.org.
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New ordinances
The city council approved the reading of two possible 
ordinances at the Sept. 23 meeting. Both items must be 
read and approved again before becoming
a city ordinance.
Don’t park on the grass
One ordinance would change regulations on vehicle 
parking on residential lots. If passed, no parking will 
be allowed on lawns or areas without a city standard 
driveway. Downtown Round Rock residents who have 
existing driveways with gravel that are able to be used for 
parking will be grandfathered into the ordinance.
Picture time
Red light cameras will take pictures of the rear license 
plates of vehicles that have run a red light. Each incident 
will be reviewed to ensure no driver is fined for such 
things as funeral processions or if they were
already ticketed by an officer for the offense. If the driver 
is caught by the camera, it is a civil violation and only 
a fine is permitted. If the driver is caught by both the 
camera and an officer, the officer’s ticket trumps the 
camera and a criminal violation is ticketed.

Stamping event
Megan Daves, with Stampin’ Up is hosting an 
event Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. at Caffe Panini to present a 
business opportunity with Stampin’ Up. There will be 
stamping demonstrations and a free project. For more 
information, call 716-0632 or visit www.stampinmeg.
stampinup.net.
 
Tax office closed
The Williamson County Tax Assessor-Collector Office in 
Round Rock, 211 Commerce Cove, will be closed Aug. 
28 through mid-September for remodeling. Customers 
can be serviced at the other three Tax Assessor-Collector 
offices in Georgetown, 904 S. Main Street, Taylor, 412 
Vance Street and Cedar Park, 350 Discovery Boulevard. 
For more information, visit wcportals.wilco.org/tax_
assessor.

Green laundry
Cleenerz opened Aug. 25 at 1400 E. Old Settlers 
Boulevard, Ste. 
300 in Old Settlers 
Marketplace. The dry 
cleaners and laundry 
uses environmentally 
friendly machines 
and solvents in 
the laundering 
process. For more 
information, call 
535-7728. 

Red Bud Ln.

Dawson Rd.

How To

D I V O R C E
Without Going Broke!

   An EDUCATIONAL COURSE for everyone contemplating or going through DIVORCE.

September 18th, 6:30 p.m.
Round Rock Public Library
216 E. Main Street
Round Rock, TX 78664
Call 512-336-9994 to RSVP
Cost: Complimentary  Space is limited

Soft drinks and light refreshments will be served

Know your rights! Save thousands of dollars! 

130
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CLOSER

CARE

1501 Pecan Street West
Suites 101 & 102, Pflugerville
(just south of Pflugerville

High School on FM 1825)

512-509-9525
www.sw.org

Our newest clinic 
is now open in
Pflugerville.
It’s not just a building, not just a
range of services, not just a medical
staff. It’s the most recent example 

of our commitment to extend the
finest care to the children and
families of Central Texas. Our
Pflugerville-based physicians offer 
a range of services in general
pediatrics and internal medicine 
to meet your health care needs.

Now open!
Pflugerville

Clinic

SW-002 Pflugerville_CI  5/14/07  2:30 PM  Page 1
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Neighborhood
         Dining

bandidos mexican restaurant

Ask 40 Central Texans, “What’s your favorite Mexican 
restaurant?” and you are likely to receive 40 different an-
swers. True, we do take pride in our small, out-of-the-way 
neighborhood favorites.

One such restaurant that is sure to stand out is Bandi-
dos, an authentic, bright and cheery little family-run place 
on Pecan Street, Pflugerville’s historic drag.

As I entered to strains of “La Bamba,” I scanned the 
room for actual bandidos, but had to settle for a lovely old 
black-and-white print of Pancho Villa on the wall. Great 
care has been taken with the art work, the colorful decor 
and the diner-friendly atmosphere. This place sparkles.

All you have to do is eat here once and taste the sauces 
to know this Mexican food is different. Owner Carmen 
Lara is in the kitchen and oversees preparation and cook-
ing of her many specialties. Eight years ago, she moved 
her family and her recipes from Chihuahua, Mexico and 
began cooking in Central Texas. She says it’s “el autentico 
sabor Mexicano.”

The two-year-old restaurant moved to its present loca-
tion three months ago from a smaller spot farther east on 
Pecan Street. Carmen, along with her husband, three sons 
and a helpful, friendly staff, assure the quality of this out-
standing little eatery, so even if you think you have found 

your favorite Mexican restaurant, Bandidos is worth a try.
 Enchiladas Rojas ($6.75) were covered with an 

incredible homemade red sauce, a tangy blend of cheese 
and pepper flavors. The homemade sauce covering the 
Cheese Chili Relleno ($7.25) was a darker red, just as 
delicious, but not quite as spicy. Other sauces on the 
menu include an authentic Chihuahuan mole, also 
homemade by Carmen.

Charro beans accompanied these dishes and were 
spiced with floating peppers on the top. The rice was an 
unusual color of soft yellow, with a fresh, light flavor and 
seasoned with peas, carrots and onions.

Also delicious was Paradilla Pancho Villa ($12.99), 
a large skillet of beef, chicken, pork and grilled fresh 
vegetables served sizzling, tender and generous enough 
for two.

Fresh Guacamole, ($0.99) not the grocery store variety, 
is a true test for any Mexican restaurant. Ours tasted as if 
the avocado had just been mashed into the bowl, spices 
added and rushed to our table. Soup varieties included 
Menudo, Caldo de Res, Tortilla and Pozole (all $6.50 a 
bowl). 

If you want to try authentic Mexican food, make sure to 
stop by Bandidos.

Bandidos Mexican Restaurant
800 W. Pecan St.

Pflugerville • 990-8026 
Monday - Saturday  7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Carmen Lara, owner

Bandidos takes authentic flavor from Chihuahua, Mexico

T R E AT  Y o U R S E L F

Pecan St.

Bandidos offers homemade Aguas Frescas, 100 percent natural on the menu. 
These fresh drinks are a favorite in Mexico.  
F L Av o R S  I N C L U D E 
Limonada (a wonderfully tart lemon flavor similar to homemade lemonade)
Tamarindo (made of water and tamarind fruit) 
Horchata (a tasty rice water with added cinnamon and Mexican vanilla -- wonderful) 
Jamaica (a soft pink drink made from the petals of a red Mexican flower -- mild and tasty)
Small ($1.29) Large ($2)

10
th

 S
t.

Bandidos

by ann Calvert

Introducing a better CHOICE in business phone service.
Start saving today with unlimited local and long-distance calling within the United States, Canada and Puerto Rico for one flat rate. Take advantage of valuable business 
services, such as call hunting and three-way call transfer, at no additional charge. Then, save even more when you bundle other Business Class services, and experience the 
convenience of one monthly bill. 

Plus, Business Class Phone offers crystal-clear connections through our robust, reliable network. And our local, dedicated support specialists know your business and your 
market, and are available to help when you need them.

Make a great move. Contact your local Time Warner Cable 
Business Class representative (866) 877- 4841 or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx
Business Class Phone does not include back-up power and should there be a power outage, Business Class Phone, including the ability to access 911 services, will not be available. Additional charges apply for taxes, fees,  
Directory Assistance, Operator Services and calls to International locations. Offer valid for business customers in Business Class Phone serviceable areas. Some restrictions apply.

© 2007 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

GREAT
SAVE.
Switch to Business Class Phone from Time Warner Cable 
and get more business features at terrific savings. 
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Newland Communities is a privately-owned company that creates residential and urban mixed-use communities in fourteen states from
coast to coast. We believe it is our responsibility to create enduring, healthier communities for people to live life in ways that matter most
to them. www.newlandcommunities.com

Resort-style Residents’ Club. Pflugerville ISD schools. Austin’s most 

respected builders. These are just some of the reasons why Falcon Pointe is 

so unique. As the only master-planned community in Pflugerville, Falcon Pointe

gives new meaning to having it all. A tennis court and volleyball court, a junior

Olympic-sized pool, and a children’s spray deck are just some of the fun

activities families can enjoy at the Residents’ Club. Pocket parks, picnic areas

and hike-and-bike pathways bring residents outdoors for a variety of enjoyable

activities. Pflugerville ISD schools are located right in the community, giving

Falcon Pointe’s youngest residents convenient access to an education from K-12.

Stop by today to view inventory from some of Austin’s most respected builders

and learn why there’s nothing else like Falcon Pointe.

Homes from $170s–$350s • falcon-pointe.com

IH35 North to SH45 East, exit Kelly Lane

ADDRESS BUILDER BR/BA SQ. FT.

Highland Homes
512-670-1518

Legacy Homes
512-670-3040

Morrison Homes
512-670-3607

Texas Big 
512-989-3374

T H E R E ’ S  

N O T H I N G

E L S E

L I K E  I T.

2504 Grand Mission Way Legacy Homes 3/2.5 1,810
18909 Colonial Manor Highland Homes 2/2 2,049
18808 Wind Valley Run Morrison Homes 5/3.5 2,537
2809 Barley Field Pass Morrison Homes 5/3.5 2,537
19807 Mallard Pond Legacy Homes 4/2.5 2,787
18808 Wind Valley Way Morrison Homes 4/2.5 2,832
2805 Barley Field Pass Morrison Homes 4/2.5 2,832 
3116 Misty Heights Texas Big by Legacy 4/3.5 3,050
3101 Richfield Landing Texas Big by Legacy 5/2.5 3,100
18936 Wandering Vine Highland Homes 5/3.5 3,291

– Available Inventory –

REALTORS® WELCOME. Prices, specifications and plans represent present intent of the developer and builders and are subject to change without notice.

FP-N7333_10x13.2875 FINAL  8/14/07  4:55 PM  Page 1
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REAL ESTATE REPORT
Swenson Farm
Pflugerville - 78660

Agent: 
Sondra Apelt 
560-5127

4 Br./3.5 Ba.         
$284,900

1106 Canyon Maple Road

Forest Creek
Round Rock - 78664

Agent: 
Nanette Grimm
657-8227

4 Br./3 Ba.         
$361,950

3211 Bay Hill Lane

Lake Creek West
Round Rock - 78681

Agent: 
Steve Heagerty
691-6963

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$260,000

102 Bonwood Drive

Residential Real Estate Report
  Round Rock & Pflugerville MLS area 

+$16,398 

-91

Change in 
average 

selling
price over 

last year
Pflugerville

+$13,738

Key stats
Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million + 

5
151
224
349
199
91
31
4
1

Price Range No. of homes for sale
Round Rock

Average days on market

3
121
183
166
13
1
2
4
-

Round Rock
40
56
70
72
90

103
118
222
62

22
58
79
70
75
25

139
273

-

Monthly home sales

July 2007
July 2006
June 2007
May 2007
April 2007
March 2007 
February 2007 
 

269
317
314
286
250
250 
83 
 

$165,213
$151,475
$167,297
$161,533
$161,158
$156,805
$160,821

Month  No. of sales
Round Rock

Average price
Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

$217,475
$201,077
$210,943
$205,450
$189,850
$217,854 
$197,905

142
185
140
131
116
110 
98

On the market

Pflugerville Pflugerville

SoLD
Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

Change in number of
homes sold over last year

Round Rock

July 1 - July 31
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A HOSPITAL THIS ADVANCED
DESERVES A GOOD HOME.

IN EARLY 2008, THE QUALITY CARE FOR WHICH THE SETON 

FAMILY OF HOSPITALS IS KNOWN, WILL BE CLOSER TO YOU AND 

YOUR FAMILY. SETON MEDICAL CENTER WILLIAMSON WILL OPEN 

AS THE COUNTY’S LARGEST AND ONLY FAITH-BASED MEDICAL 

CENTER. SERVICES WILL INCLUDE: COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY 

SERVICES; AN INTENSIVE CARE UNIT SUPPORTED BY CRITICAL CARE 

SPECIALISTS; GENERAL MEDICAL & SURGICAL CARE; DIAGNOSTIC 

& INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY; CARDIOVASCULAR SURGERY; 

CANCER CARE; ORTHOPEDICS; UROLOGY; NEUROSCIENCES; AND 

DIGESTIVE DISEASES. 

 

IN ADDITION, THIS NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY WILL 

FEATURE A WOMEN’S CENTER PROVIDING LABOR & DELIVERY, 

OB/GYN SURGERY AND LEVEL II NURSERY SERVICES.

seton.net/williamson

SWL-036-070720.indd   1 7/20/07   9:00:35 AM
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Springbrook
cOnTinUEd FROM |1

Verde Corporate Realty Service broke 
ground this summer on the first and larg-
est of the park’s buildings at the corner 
of Schultz Lane and Springbrook close to 
Meister Lane. As a part of negotiations, 
Verde developers have agreed to help fund 
the expansion of New Meister Lane to pro-
vide a direct connection to Heatherwilde 
Boulevard creating easier access to Toll 45. 
It is an effort they say will entice future ten-
ants. A tenant has agreed to fill most of the 
first building’s 144,000 sq. ft. space. 

“Already I think we’re seeing the impact 
the toll roads are having,” developer Rob 
Wendt said.
Ready to move

Wendt cannot give the name of the lo-
gistics company that he estimates will come 
with 50 to 60 positions, but said it plans to 
make the move by December. With this ini-
tial success in mind, he plans to begin the 
second building, which will have more than 
100,000 sq. ft. available. As companies con-
tinue to come, Verde will keep building. 

The industrial center is flexibly designed 
so it fits the needs of a diverse range of 
companies. Charles Simon, director of 
the Pflugerville Community Development 
Corporation, said it is one of the most 
promising projects he has seen come to the 
city and has the ability to draw everything 
from manufacturing to sales center and po-
tentially draw hundreds of employees. The 
nearest industrial center is Corridor Park 
One at IH 35 and Toll 45 in Round Rock. 
Pflugerville’s attraction

Although Wendt had some initial 
reservations about doing business in 

Pflugerville, he said he is now open to 
future projects in the area.

“I was pleasantly surprised,” he said. 
“I had heard it could be difficult to build 
there, but the city has been tremendous.”

Originally, when Wendt started looking 
for property to build the industrial park, 
he researched the north Austin and Round 
Rock corridor, wanting something near 
the toll roads. It was that same reason that 
made Pflugerville attractive with its posi-
tion between IH 35, Toll 130 and Toll 45.

The city’s uncommon claim to having tri-
ple freeport exemption also made it a valu-
able location. Since 1990, Texas code has al-
lowed schools districts, counties, cities and 
junior college districts to choose whether 
they collect taxes on freeport property or 
not. Freeport property is defined as goods 
that are temporarily held for assembling, 
processing, manufacturing or storage. If 
the goods leave the state within 175 days, 
they do not have to be taxed.

In Pflugerville, the county, school district 
and, most recently, the city as of Aug. 7, do 
not collect the taxes on these items. That 
was an important incentive to the center’s 
first tenant who handles the shipping of an-
other company’s property, Wendt said.

“It was very attractive. Only Pflugerville 
and Manor offer triple freeport in Central 
Texas,” he said.

For Coleman, the industrial park’s 
entrance marks the beginning of what 
Pflugerville will see in the future. The land 
along the toll corridors is largely open for 
development. It drew Wendt, and he ex-
pects it will draw others.

“In five years, Pflugerville is going to 
look so different,” he said. “We will have 
some major opportunities to make it where 
people can live, work and play here in 
Pflugerville.”

Round Rock 
ISD

Leander ISD

Georgetown ISD

Taylor ISD

Lake Travis 
ISD

Lago Vista ISD

Austin ISD

Central ISD

Del Valle 
ISD

Definition
Freeport property 
is goods held in Texas 
temporarily for up to 175 days for 
assembling, processing, manufacturing, storage or other 
purposes

Tax Code Section 11.251
Texas school districts, counties, cities and junior college 
districts can choose whether or not to tax freeport 
property. Other special districts must exempt freeport 
property. This section of the tax code was adopted in 1990.

Three times free
Pflugerville’s 
uncommon 
claim of having 
complete 
freeport 
property tax 
exemption

Project profile
industrial facilities ideal for 
manufacturing and logistics

63 acres•	
One million sq. ft. of •	
industrial building
Building 7 is under •	
construction. Primary 
tenant moves in december
Building 10 is about to •	
begin construction

Project manager: Rob Wendt
Developer: Verde corporate Realty Service - 
developer, owner and operation of corporate logistics and 
manufacturing facilities in the U.S.-Mexico border region and related gateway cities including Austin, San Antonio and 
Houston. Since its first acquisition in July 2004, Verde has developed or acquired more than 11 million sq. ft. of industrial 
buildings. Recent projects include 256,000 sq. ft in Houston and 184,000 sq. ft. in San Antonio. 

Verde Springbrook Corporate Center

www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/freeport/index.html

Triple freeport
Pflugerville and Manor are a few of the areas in the state 
where the school district, county and city all exempt 
freeport property, making the city particularly attractive 
to manufacturers, Verde developer Rob Wendt said. 

Trend-breaker
Generally, the school districts and counties keep the taxes 
of freeport property, while cities give the exemption, 
according to Pflugerville Economic director charles 
Simon.  Pflugerville iSd and Travis county have not 
collected the taxes for years, while the city of Pflugerville 
adopted the exemption practice in August.

Exempt
Non-Exempt

Building 7

Building 10

Building 1

Building 2

Building 3

Building 8

Building 9

Building 4

Building 5

Pflugerville ISD
Manor ISD

251.9686

Pflugerville Wellness Center
Acupuncture

Chiropractic Care

Chinese Herbal 
Therapy

Massage Therapy

Physical Therapy 

Gift Certi�cates
Available

Accepting 
most insurance

Now o�ering Spinal 
Decompression

Previously Hoster Chiropractic
2700 Pecan St. West, St 780 

Pflugerville, Texas 78660

Same sta�, same location, same commitment to your health, but added services and expanded hours.

$10 OFF
Massage Therapy

Expires 10/15/07
Not valid with other o�ers

FREE
Chiropractic Consultion

Expires 10/15/07
Not valid with other o�ers

Serving Forest Creek and
surrounding areas for 4 years.

ABC Medical Center
Superior Medical Care for 

Adults, Babies and Children

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

79

Gattis School Rd.
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s

Forest   CreekI-35

“Let our family treat your family.”

Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

Specializing in Pediatrics
and Family Practice.

Urgent Illness, School, Sports, and
Annual Physicals, Women’s Healthcare,

 Immunizations and Pediatric Care

Photo by Lourdes Imaging

310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane,

Round Rock, TX 78664

Flu ShotsComing
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sneak preview of courthouse

The Williamson County Courthouse has undergone an $8.9 million renovation 
project to return the historic landmark to its 1911 appearance. Although slated 
to open Sept. 8, the Williamson County Commissioners Court agreed Aug. 
13 to postpone the rededication of the county’s 1910 courthouse because 
construction is not complete. 

The county received a $3.75 million grant in 2004 from the Texas Historic 
Courthouse Preservation Program to help fund the project. County officials 
hosted a preliminary tour of the courthouse July 31. During the renovations, 
the Historical Committee worked to keep the materials used as similar to the 
originals as possible.

The railing in the former 26th District 
Courtroom, which will now serve as a 
courtroom for special purposes, was going 
to be replaced with new railing; however, 
someone found the original railing in a barn 
and brought it to the construction site. To 
bring the railing up to the current code, a 
banister was added to increase the height. 

RAILInG

When the courthouse was built, safety 
glass was made with chicken wire. Today, 
it’s made differently; however, to keep 
the historical look of the courthouse, the 
contractors needed to have the chicken 
wire look. They took a picture of the chicken 
wire glass and laid it over the new safety 
glass.

DOME CEILInG SAfETy GLASS

The marble trimming along the walls in 
the main areas is all the original marble. 
The gray paint throughout the rest of the 
building is historically accurate. In 1911, the 
cost to trim a building entirely with marble 
was too expensive.

MARBLE wALLS

The contractor removed the elevator, which 
was added in 1955, and replaced it with a 
new stairwell that is a replica of the existing 
stairs. Each step is coated with cast-iron 
tread to prevent slipping. Because cast-iron 
tread is no longer made, the contractor 
had to use a mold of the original tread to 
recreate the look of the staircase.

nEw STAIRS

The original 1911 stairs. Newly replicated stairs.

County
Impact

“Making You Right at Home” ®

www.standardpacif ichomes.com

Avalon Park
Pflugerville
From the $200s
512-990-3190

Cypress Canyon
Preserves
Cedar Park
From the mid $300s
512-336-8331

 Avalon Village
Pflugerville
From the $160s
512-252-3657

Sterling Ridge at 
Teravista
Round Rock
From the $170s
512-255-2303

Swenson Farms
Pflugerville
From the high $190s
512-252-9937

Hills at Paloma Lake
Round Rock
Coming Soon!
512-801-9232
 

Cypress Canyon Vistas
Cedar Park
From the $170s
512-401-0050
 
Ridge at Paloma Lake
Round Rock
Coming Soon!
512-740-6501
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Aquatic center
cOnTinUEd FROM |1

Sundance Pkwy.
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Hesters Crossing

www.ecobox.com Discount applies to retail 
purchases & shipping only 

with coupon. Not valid with 
other o�ers.

Botox ◌ ®
Dermal Fillers ◌
Threadlifts ◌
Sclerotherapy ◌
Photofacial ◌
Laser Hair Removal ◌
Chemical Peels ◌

Located between Grapevine and Gold’s Gym at Hesters Crossing

Photofacial and Obagi 
Nuderm System  - $375

Restylane 1 Syringe and 
Botox 25 units - $599

Beleza 
Med Spa

Summer Sun Damage 
Repair Special!

started talking about a way we could co-
fund the swimming pool. We figured out 
that together we could do a larger facility 
than on our own.” 

Construction will begin next month, 
and completion is expected by September 
2008.
The city and yMCA partner

The idea of a partnership between the 
YMCA and the city originated when An-
dresen approached city officials. Although 
Nuse said the city has collaborated with pri-
vate entities many times, he doesn’t think 
any approach has matched the magnitude 
of this indoor aquatic center.

“There was a demonstrated need for 
competitive aquatics and through this part-
nership, that need will be met,” Nuse said. 
“It’s something that we would have had 
a hard time doing on our own and the Y 
would have had a hard time doing on its 
own. So we combined the public and pri-
vate resources. I’ve got great confidence the 
Y has the skills and ability to really make 
this a prize for the community.”

The YMCA raised $4 million to go toward 
the new pool and contributed the land, and 
earlier this summer, the city council ap-
proved $2 million from certificates of obli-
gation. The Y will be solely responsible for 
the center’s management, including opera-
tions and maintenance. 

The city will retain the right to reserve 
the pool 10 days a year and will most likely 
use those days to enhance its Sports Capital 
of Texas programs, Nuse said.

Seton Medical Center Williamson, which 
will open early next year, also saw poten-
tial in the aquatic center and has already 
secured a role in utilizing the warm water 
therapy swimming pool for its patients.
“[The center] really fills a void that we have 
now and would have had going forward. It 
couldn’t be a better relationship,” Nuse said. 
need for aquatic center

Although Round Rock has three outdoor 
public pools and one indoor pool at the 
Clay Madsen Recreation Center, city offi-
cials and the YMCA both recognized the 
need for something more expansive.

Andresen said the idea originated a cou-
ple of years ago and was supported by mar-
ket research his organization conducted. 

The city also did its own research to as-
certain the community’s recreation needs. 

0 % 10% 20% 30%

Deepwood Dr.

Dragon Dr.

S. Lake Creek Dr.

in the november 2001 bond election, Round Rock voters approved funding for several parks and recreation projects, 
including the construction of a new fitness facility west of iH 35. The west side recreation center is planned to include an 
elevated walking track, weight room, cardio area and multipurpose basketball courts.

Round Rock’s continuing growth as well as the popularity of the clay Madsen Recreation center — the 55,000 sq. ft., 
city-owned rec center that opened in east Round Rock in July 2000 — are just two reasons why the necessity for a second 
fitness facility had become apparent to city residents. 

“We’re up to just over 90,000 [residents] at this point in time, and we’re trying to make sure that we provide adequate 
service for our citizens,” said Rick Atkins, director of the Round Rock parks 
and recreation department. “We know that the clay Madsen [Recreation center] 
has a large population that it services, and the demand is there for a second 
facility.”

Once the city established there was still a need for another rec center, 
they looked at several possible sites. Because cMRc is east of iH 35, a 
logical place seemed to be on the west side of the city.

city officials found land on deepwood drive, across from Round 
Rock High School on Round Rock iSd’s property that could be an 
advantageous spot. negotiations are still in the infancy stage, but 
city officials hope to work out an arrangement with the school district 
soon, Atkins said. 

RRiSd spokeswoman JoyLynn Occhiuzzi said that RRiSd is currently 
working on its master plan for RRHS and collaborating with the city in 
planning the rec center.

“The school district had the land, and it was a good location for the city,” Occhiuzzi said. 
“And from the school district and city’s standpoint, you’re always trying to save the taxpayers money. if there’s a partnership 
opportunity, you want to investigate it to see if it can be done.”

Occhiuzzi said that meeting the students’ physical education needs with a new facility is where the partnership could be 
mutually beneficial for the school district.

Atkins said he hopes that construction on the rec center will begin next May or June. The project will take about 13 
months to reach completion, Atkins said, and if construction starts on time, the center should be finished in late 2009. 

“The reception we’ve gotten from the community seems to be very positive,” he said. “They want us to hurry up and get 
this facility on the ground, and that’s what we’re trying to do.”

Another partnership: A recreation center for the west side

Weight room/cardio equip.

indoor swimming

indoor track

Other

Space for gymnastics, etc.

indoor stage

25-yard competition pool

Arts & crafts rooms

indoor turf field

Batting cages

Multipurpose space

Rock climbing wall

Space for teens

Area for swim lessons

Space for senior adults

Preschool/babysitting

Racquetball, etc. court

indoor golf driving range

Multipurpose courts

Warm water for therapy

Aerobic/dance space

Lap lanes

1st preference 2nd preference 3rd preference

The results mirrored the YMCA’s findings. 
Much of the city’s conclusions came from a 
study conducted by market research firms 
Leisure Vision and ETC Institute and the 
consulting team of Jacobs/Ballard*King 
and Associates in August 2006.

“Aquatics may not be the top one, but it 
was certainly something that garnered a lot 
of support,” City Manager Jim Nuse said. 
“This partnership [enables] one more high-
quality facility that will be available to the 
public.”

Some key findings of the ’06 study indi-
cate almost half of the Round Rock resi-
dents surveyed used indoor recreation, 
sports, fitness, meeting space or aquatic 
facilities. 

Of those, 44 percent used Clay Madsen 
Recreation Center, which has a six-lane, 
25-yard lap pool used for swimming laps, 
water exercise, open recreation time and 
water aerobic classes. 

Respondents also indicated the types of 
features they would most likely use. The 
aquatic features the public noted were an 
indoor, warm water, family-oriented swim 
center; lap lanes for exercise swimming; 
warm water area for therapeutic purposes; 
area for swim lessons; and a 25-yard com-
petition pool. 

In addition, 64 percent said they would 
use lap lanes for exercise swimming at least 
once a month.
features of the aquatic center

In addition to holding swim meets at the 
facility, all city residents, even those who 
are not YMCA members, can enjoy the 
new aquatic center. 

The 14,025 sq. ft. facility, which will be 
added to the Round Rock Family YMCA at 
1812 N. Mays St., will include:

•  25-yard, eight-lane lap pool;
• recreation instructional pool with a 

slide, splash and spray elements, and zero 
entry; 

•  whirlpool; 
•  warm-water therapy swimming pool;
• aluminum bleachers with 100-person 

capacity; and
• family dressing rooms and restrooms.
Even with its first-class amenities, en-

trance fees will be comparable to what the 
city charges at its Rock’N River Aquatic 
Center. 

Daily admission to the outdoor wa-
ter park, which opened last year, is $3 for 
adults and $2 for children 17 years old and 
under as well as seniors 55 and up.

Findings from a 2006 • 
survey indicated 34 
percent of Round 
Rock residents were 
interested in an indoor 
warm water, family- 
oriented swim facility.

The survey was • 
conducted to explore 
the community’s 
recreation needs.

In July 2006 surveys • 
were mailed to a 
random sample of 
2,000 households.         
A total of 420 surveys 
were completed. 

The results of the • 
random sample have 
a 95 percent level of 
precision of at least    
+/- 4.8 percent. 

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC 
Institute

The people’s opinionCounty

Round Rock 

HIgh School
RM 620



SEPTEMBER  200716 iMPacT nEwS.coM iMPacT nEwS.coM

In the 1950s and ‘60s, small-town Clifford Damstrom 
often found himself interacting with the popular enter-
tainer Danny Thomas of the “Danny Thomas Show.” As 
a regional development director for St. Jude’s, Damstrom 
traveled 11 states from Texas up into the midwest and 
southwest organizing dinner events for fundraisers that 
spotlighted Thomas who had founded the Memphis-
based medical institution. He was an acquaintance that 
Damstrom would always respect.

“[Thomas] said that each child on earth is a child of us 
all,” Damstrom said. “Sometimes we forget that, but it is 
kind of the way that I like to look at life.”

From little league baseball to almost two decades on the 
school board, Damstrom has kept children as his focus.

 He came from what he described as “humble begin-
nings” in a Rio Grande Valley cotton town called Lyford. 
He later attended the University of Texas Pan Am in Edin-
burg, Texas where he received his Bachelor of Arts.

“So many people helped me,” he said. “I realized I could 
not have made it without them, so I thought, ‘Now it’s my 
turn.’”

For the first part of his professional life, Damstrom 
and his wife, Joann, rotated between south and central 
Texas. It was while living in Austin that they first heard 
about Pflugerville. Joann worked with the wife of Tommy 
Pfluger who told them about his home. He knew Dam-
strom missed the country-style community, so he told 
them about his little town of around 400 residents. 

 “I guess it was less than 400 people, and I liked it,” 
Damstrom said. “This town accepted us and we fell in 
love.”

Community  
by Christi CovinGton

clifford damstrom - pfluger ville
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Clifford Damstrom with his grandchildren 
Hunter and Haidyn. His two other grandchildren 
are Bailey and Cameron.

When he moved to Pflugerville in 1974, 10th Street 
marked the end of town. He quickly got involved and 
became a first responder with the local volunteer fire 
department. After the team learned that he knew how to 
perform a new and innovative lifesaving method called 
CPR, Damstrom received any calls related to automobile 
accidents, strokes, faintings or heart attacks. 

It was not long before he started to meet others in the 
community whether from church or Lions Club activities. 
Sometimes he took on leadership inadvertently. He was 
just showing up to his son’s T-ball Little League parent 
meeting and suddenly found himself volunteering to fill 
in for the absence of a coach. One thing led to another 
until over the years he also joined the board of directors. 

As his children got older, he became active with the 
school district, eventually running for the school board in 
1986. By the time he finished, he had served 18 years and 
filled every officer’s position with two years as president. 
Even after his son and daughter graduated from Pfluger-
ville High School, Damstrom continued his work with 
the district, remembering what he had learned from 
Thomas.  

“Again, it was the chance to pay back,” he said. “Here 
is a chance to help literally thousands of children.”

Denise, his daughter, is now a teacher, and Damstrom’s 
grandson will soon attend Pflugerville schools. All four 
of his grandchildren often come to visit their grand-
parents who live in an old downtown neighborhood. 
Damstrom has watched the city grow around him, but he 
believes Pflugerville has maintained the atmosphere that 
first attracted his family.

“I still think it has that solid community spirit,” he said. 
“It started with these solid folks who lived here first and 
that has spilled over to the newcomers and spread into 
this solid community spirit. Somehow we can see this 
same community spirit that started a way long time ago.” 

“So many people helped me, I realized I could 
not have made it without them, so I thought, 
‘Now it’s my turn.’”

 — Clifford Damstrom
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Warren, it’s a simple way to send a loud message of sup-
port to Fort Hood troops.

“Their families are sitting here at home, wondering if 
that e-mail last night is the last time they’re ever gonna 
hear from their loved one,” Warren said. “We have an ob-
ligation to support them, and for those children to know 
that we appreciate the sacrifices they’re going through and 
that we’re willing to do something about it.”

by Grant Fuller

nOn-PROfIT - CHILDREn Of fALLEn SOLDIERS

College fund helps Fort Hood children rebuild lives

Children of Fallen Soldiers
255-2501

www.childrenoffallensoldiers.com

Closer
    Look 

For the last four years, yellow car magnets have asked 
Americans to ‘Support Our Troops.’ Landy Warren wants 
to make sure the message stays alive.

Warren, who is chairman of the Round Rock Chamber 
of Commerce, created Children of Fallen Soldiers to raise 
educational funds for local kids who have lost a parent in 
the war on terror. It began as a Rotary Club effort to help 
families from nearby Fort Hood, but Warren sets it in a 
bigger context.

“It’s not Rotary, it’s not Round Rock,” Warren said. “To 
me, it needs to be an American project.”

With the help of Fort Hood’s Gold Star Family Support 
Center, the campaign has initially selected 15 children in 
need of assistance, and the goal is to raise $25,000 for each 
of them. 

“No matter what you feel about politicians of any stripe 
or what you feel about the war, everyone says, ‘We sup-
port the troops,’” Warren said. “Well, what better way to 
support them than to support the children of those troops 
who have made the ultimate sacrifice for us.” 

Children of Fallen Soldiers launched Aug. 4, and or-
ganizers are working fast to schedule fundraising events 
throughout the fall. The non-profit has begun a grassroots 
effort, accepting donations through its Web site and at in-
formation tables at Round Rock Premium Outlets on busy 

shopping weekends. Sam’s Wholesale Club also agreed to 
host the fundraising table, which is staffed by members of 
the ROTC from McNeil High School. 

The $25,000 college fund would be enough to pay for 
approximately three-fourths of a full tuition at the Univer-
sity of Texas. Warren, a former Reserve Marine himself, 
thinks these families need more assistance than they get 
from the federal government and the money will go a long 
way to help their children succeed.

“We had a $10,000 term life policy if I’d gotten killed in 
action, so my parents could’ve buried me and that’s about 
it,” Warren said. “There’s more money than that available 
now in the death benefit, but it’s not financial freedom for 
these families. So who is going take care of their children’s 
education? To me, that was something the country ought 
to step up and do.”

Working with Congressman John Carter of Round 
Rock, Warren has also secured the interest of several 
corporations and a promoter in the hopes of organizing 
benefit concerts at the Dell Diamond. Among the big 
names currently on board are Clear Channel Communi-
cations, Time Warner Cable and St. David’s Round Rock 
Medical Center. Their help is needed to first raise the total 
of $375,000 that Children of Fallen Soldiers has already 
promised before moving on to help more families. For 

Children of Fallen Soldiers project team members Jonas Miller, 
Celeste Lesmeister, Randy Hartford, Mariah Madewell and 
Landy Warren.

HWY 290 E/I-35
6420 US HWY 290 EAST

NORTH/183
13087 RESEARCH BLVD.

SOUTH
1402 W. STASSNEY LANE

SOUTHWEST
6114 WILLIAM CANNON DR. W.

GEORGETOWN
804 SOUTH IH-35

PFLUGERVILLE
15108 FM 1825

ROUND ROCK
1000 SOUTH MAYS ST.

SAN MARCOS
1204 THORPE LANE

SAN MARCOS HS
2601 E. MCCARTY LN., STE. 100

HUTTO
409 W. FRONT ST.

BEE CAVE
3600 RR 620 SOUTH, STE. D  

*APY=Annual Percentage yield. Rate
is accurate as of 8/22/07. Minimum

balance to earn dividends = $100,000.
Rates subject to change. Fees could

reduce earnings. Visit aplusfcu.org for
current rates and fees.

5.00% APY*

Maximize your retirement savings by transferring your funds into a Platinum IRA!
This account offers exceptional earnings, with the highest dividends of any of our
retirement accounts and no below minimum balance fees*—plus the added
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T H E  C E N T R A L  T E x A S  F o R T

Fort Hood was named for the confederate Gen. John Bell Hood who 
led the Texas Brigade. The original site near Killeen, Texas was chosen 
in 1941 and now covers around 217,337 acres. it is the only post in the 
United States able to station and train two armored divisions.

Active duty officers: 4,733
Active duty enlisted: 39,262
Family members on post: 60,918
Family members off post: 13,376
 
Source: Fort Hood Public Affairs Office, 2007

Round Rock

Georgetown

TempleKilleen

Fort 
Hood 79

190



SEPTEMBER  200718 iMPacT nEwS.coM iMPacT nEwS.coM

Munchkin Soldier resident of Pflugerville
by pam stephenson

Historical  
Impact

didn’t match my age,” he said. The oldest of 
five boys and one girl, he was the only one 
that was “little.” 

His sole surviving brother, Louis Sw-
ensen, is also a resident of Pflugerville.

In 1936, Swensen left school at age 19 
to join the Stanley R. Graham’s All Midget 
Circus with the Texas Centennial at Dallas. 

Not long after returning home and re-
entering high school, he received a letter 
and a round-trip train ticket to Los An-
geles, inviting him to appear in the 1938 
production of The Terror of Tiny Town. 

“While it was recognized as the worst 
movie ever made, it is now a classic,” said 
Swensen’s wife of 62 years, Myrna Clifton. 
Swensen played seven parts in the movie, 
including the stagecoach driver and the 
preacher. 

Then Swensen returned to school in 
Austin only to receive another invitation 
in 1939 to participate in the The Wizard 
of Oz. 

For the next eight weeks he became a 
Munchkin Soldier, a role he says he will al-
ways cherish. Swensen earned $50 a week 
plus room and board.

Before returning to Texas and after “Oz,” 
Swensen donned an ape costume for a role 
in the film Tarzan Finds a Son, appearing 
with Johnny Weissmuller. 

During World War II, Swensen served 

as a civil service radio technician at Kelly 
Air Force Base in San Antonio. He later 
joined The University of Texas Balcones 
Research Center in Austin, where he 
worked for 28 years as an electronic 
technician.

Since Swensen retired in 1980, he and 

She was born in Austin as her parents’ only child 
and attended Austin High School.

Her father was the second Buster Brown who 
traveled the U.S. promoting Buster Brown Shoes 
before TV became popular. Later, Jerry Merrin 
took over that role for TV and also played the 
Lollypop Kid in The Wizard of oz.

Myrna also was briefly in show business 
at the 1934 Chicago World Fair, the 1935 
San Diego World Fair and the 1936 
Dallas World Fair, where her husband 
Clarence also appeared.

At first Clarence did not notice 
Myrna although their families 
knew one another and they both 
lived in Austin. She was 9 years 
younger than him. It was while 
he was working in San Antonio 
that he came home for a visit 
and saw her parents—and 
finally saw her. Myrna had just 
come back from a tea, so the 
16-year-old was all dressed 
up. The couple dated for the 
next few years and married 
after she turned 19 in June 

Myrna have toured the country for The 
Wizard of Oz festivals and appeared at 
other special events.  

“Being part of this movie has allowed us 
to travel and to make wonderful lifelong 
friends,” Swensen said.  

1945. Together they have three daughters, five 
grandchildren and eight 

great-grandchildren.  The 
Swensen’s daughter, 
Carol Hendricks, and 

her husband, 
Larry,  live 

nearby.

An “honorary Munchkin”: Myrna Swensen
Clarence Swensen’s wife Myrna and her parents, John E. and Winifred Clifton, were also invited to 
join the cast of The Wizard of oz. However, just as they were to travel west, Myrna developed acute 
appendicitis and was hospitalized for three weeks, thus missing her big chance. She proudly exclaims 
that she is an “honorary Munchkin” and participates in all the oz events with her husband.

While the Pfluger-
ville community 
proudly lays claim 
to the many movies 
filmed here, one 

of the most famous 
classics has a differ-

ent connection – one 
Pflugerville resident has walked 

the Yellow Brick Road. Genera-
tions of movie goers have enjoyed the 
ageless movie The Wizard of Oz, but few 
can boast of having an original member 
of Munchkin Land in their midst. 

Clarence Swensen, a resident of the 
Pflugerville community since 1988, is 
known for his role as a Munchkin Soldier 
in the movie based on the book by L. 
Frank Baum.

The Munchkins will be honored with 
their own star on the world-famous Hol-
lywood Walk of Fame Nov. 20.  

“I have always wanted one. It just 
means so much to me,” Swensen said, 
who gets emotional at the mention of the 
honor. “Of the 124 Munchkins hired for 
the movie, only nine are still with us.” 

Swensen, who will celebrate his 90th 
birthday in December, was born in Aus-
tin.  His small stature delayed his entry 
to school until he was 9 because “my size 
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Source:  www.hollywoodchamber.net/icons/faq.asp

When Clarence Swensen marched as one of the Munchkin Soldiers in The Wizard of Oz, he had no idea it would 
become the famed classic that it did. He did not even see the results of his efforts until probably a year after the 

film first appeared on screen. Now, he looks back at that time on the colorful set as one of his major life experiences. 
This is what he remembers happened behind the scenes.

Behind the scenes of Oz

Q: What is the cost of a Walk of
        Fame star ceremony?

A: $25,000 upon selection. The 
money is used to pay for the creation 
and installation of the star, as well as 
maintenance of the Walk of Fame.

Q: How often are stars 
        voted in?

A: Stars are voted in once 
a year in June. An average 
of 20 stars are selected 
per year.

Q: How many nominations
        are submitted each year?

A: The committee receives 
an average of two hundred 
applications a year.

Q: What are the stars
         made of?

A: Terrazzo and brass.walk
of

fame
Walk

of
Fame

On set
Filming for Munchkin Land took eight 
weeks, although it took 21 months to 
make the entire movie. The Munchkin 
cast members were only allowed on 
their set and returned home after they 
had finished.

A land far far away 
Many of the cast members who filled 
the Munchkin roles came from other 
countries. U.S. residents had adopted 
them as children to form entertainment 
troupes. Clarence Swensen’s wife, 
Myrna, said the midgets were not 
allowed any independence in their 
home countries overseas, which 
changed when they came to the U.S. 

final cast 
Of 124 Munchkins, nine are known to 
be alive and only six can now travel, 
including Clarence Swensen.

Show time
Clarence Swensen appears for just more 
than 14 minutes in the film as one of 25 
Munchkin Soldiers. He did not have a 
speaking role. He is on the fourth row 
from the camera side.

Cash calf
Clarence Swensen received $50 a week 
plus room and board in the Culver City 
Hotel, across from the MGM lot.

Star walk
The Munchkins will receive a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame Nov. 
20. A theater owner in Woodridge, 
Ill., Ted Bulthaup, initiated the effort 
to add the Munchkins to the famous 
stroll. Numerous directors, including 
Stephen Spielberg and George Lucas, 
also added their support. Clarence and 
Myrna Swensen plan to attend along 
with some of their family members.

Cast requirements
A small size was the only requirement. 
A few of the Munchkins had to dance. 
Since so many of the Munchkins 
had foreign accents, the voices were 
dubbed.

Debut with Dorothy
The Munchkins worked closely with 
Dorothy, played by Judy Garland, along 
with the Good Witch and the Bad Witch. 
The witches only interacted with the 

Munchkins for a short time. However, 
Garland spent more time with the 
cast. Clarence Swensen said she was as 
excited to see the Munchkins as they 
were to see her. She had a tutor on the 
set, which occupied most of her time 
when she was not working. 

Short passage only
None of the other star roles, including 
Tin Man, Lion or Scarecrow, were 
allowed on the Munchkin set. 
Sometimes they would sneak inside so 
their children could see the munchkins.

Rehearsal
The Munchkin Soldiers rehearsed in 
small groups. Some rehearsed more 
than others because if one person got 
out of step, the whole army had to do 
it over again. The troupe marched in six 
rows of four with one leader in front. 
Clarence Swensen was in the fourth row.

Twelve-hour shift
Clarence Swensen’s day on the set 
lasted from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. He ate a 
provided lunch in a room set aside for 
the Munchkins and had dinner in the 
commissary. 

From Austin, take IH-35 north towards Pflugerville, exit 45 east.  
Exit Kelly Lane from 45 East and remain on the frontage road, 
approaching SH 130.  Turn left underneath highway 130, heading 
north and turn right onto Rowe Lane.  Community is 1 mile ahead 
on the left.
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“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
                                                     -Kenny Covert

Photos are for illustration purposes only.

Covert Ford

Shop online at covertauto.com
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#1 volume dealer in Central Texas for 
12 straight years!

Open Sundays 11am-5pm
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Fiscal 
Year

Property 
tax rate

Taxable 
property 
value

Average 
residence 
appraised 
value

City’s total 
operating 
budget

*Average 
city 
property 
tax bill

While the cities of Round Rock and Pflugerville may both be 
lowering tax rates, many homeowners protest that their property 
tax bill continues to rise. That is because many home values 
increase, Round Rock Finance Director Cindy Demers said. High 
property taxes are not always about the rate. Sometimes the bill is 
based largely on the drive of the housing market. 

2008**

2007

2006

2005

2004

.6190%

.6240%

.6350%

.6400%

.6417%

Pflugerville

Fiscal 
Year

Property 
tax rate

Taxable 
property 
value

Average 
residence 
appraised 
value

City’s total 
operating 
budget

Round Rock

The housing market’s influence A p p r A i s i n g  p r o p e r t y

$1,892,441,147

$1,527,688,358

$1,408,716,503

$1,310,450,828

$1,201,345,481

$164,904

$158,422

$155,391

$150,056

$147,070

$57,646,129

$47,442,115

$73,225,143

$45,550,268

$52,580,322

For more information 
and details, contact the 
appropriate appraisal 
district.

Protests must take place within 30 days of the homeowner  »
being sent the Notice of Appraised value. Either appear in 
person or send a written protest.

Bring information such as  »
settlement statements• 
closing papers• 
sale or purchase contracts• 
comparable sales of like properties• 
appraisals• 
engineer’s reports• 
income and expense statements• 
agricultural history documentation• 
wildlife management plan• 
photographs of property• 
recorded warranty deed documentation and survey plats• 

A hearing will be scheduled with the appraisal review board. »

How homes are appraised

How to protest

Pflugerville
Travis Central Appraisal District
8314 Cross Park Drive
Austin, Texas 78754
834-9317
www.traviscad.org

Round Rock 
Williamson Central Appraisal 
District
625 FM 1460
Georgetown, Texas 78626
930-0391
www.wcad.org

Cities tax homeowners according to the home’s value, which is declared • 
by the county’s appraisal district. 
Completed by Jan. 1 of each year. Homes are appraised according to • 
market value, which is what they would be worth if the owner was 
selling. 
Market value is determined by the appraisal staff, who gathers sales numbers, talks to • 
realtors and individuals, collects questionnaires and finds any other market information. 
Many homes are assessed individually, while other homes with similar floor plans in block • 
neighborhoods are appraised together.
In Williamson County, around 28,000-30,000 protest their appraisals each year. • 

September 27 , 2007
8:30 am - 11:00 am

 
Round Rock Higher 

Education Center
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Paid political ad by Lisa Birkman Campaign, P.O. Box 1831, Round Rock, TX 78680

Independent College Counseling provides your family with professional college selection, admission 
and scholarship guidance. We then provide assistance throughout the entire admission application 
process. You will receive the bene�ts and  “peace of mind” of having your own personal college 
admission counselor, that formerly served as a college admission o�cer, and your own uniquely 
designed college plan. Our indepth experience and insight to the sometime ambiguous and 
cumbersome college admissions process is guaranteed to maximize your child’s admission and 
scholarship opportunities. 

INDEPENDENT COLLEGE
COUNSELING

Did you know that many students that will be graduating 
in 2008 have already completed and submitted 

their college admission applications? 

O F  A U S T I N ,  T E X A S

Don Pitchford Ph.D • Director of Counseling • 1-888-260-2871 • www.independentcollegecounseling.com

2008**

2007

2006

2005

2004 .357152%

.37972%

.37105%

.37105%

.36522%

$5,071,176,374

$5,251,484,692

$5,667,029,945

$6,356,956,240

$7,417,279,787

$150,425

$151,448

$154,265

$161,277

$176,214 $130,741,441

$119,155,568

$107,660,066

$97,607,692

$90,105,281

*Average 
city  
property 
tax bill

$1,020

$988

$986

$960

$943

$643

$598

$572

$575

$558

*Only relates to city property taxes; does not include any other taxing authority.
**Proposed tax rate.
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Round Rock  & Pflugerville ISD elementary after-school programs

Round Rock ISD
Anderson Mill Elementary School, 

Stepping Stone School 6, ABc child development, 
21st century Learning center, 
Kids club, ASPiRE, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county

Berkman 
Elementary School

The children’s courtyard-Jazz 
Street, 21st century Learning 
center, clay Madsen Recreation 
center, ASPiRE, La Petite 
Academy- Sam Bass Road, YMcA 
of Greater Williamson county, 
club Z

Blackland Prairie 
Elementary School

The children’s courtyard-Gattis 
School, The children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, YMcA 
of Greater Williamson county, Primrose School of 
Round Rock at Forest creek, La Petite-Gattis Road, 
Mad Science of Austin, clay Madsen Recreation 
center, Abrakadoodle

Bluebonnet Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, 21st century 
Learning center, YMcA of Greater Williamson 
county, Boy Scouts capitol Area council, Austin 
Okinawan Karate, APSiRE

Brushy Creek Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-MoPac, YMcA of Greater 
Williamson county, Stepping Stone School 8, 
Primrose School of Round Rock, La Petite-Hillside 
drive, Tutor Time, Kids r Kids, Mad Science of 
Austin, club Z

CD Fulkes Middle School
21st century Learning center, ASPiRE

Cactus Ranch Elementary School
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, Stepping 
Stone School 8, Kids r Kids, Mad Science of Austin, 
Primrose School of Round Rock, Abrakadoodle, 
The children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, La Petite 

Academy-Sam Bass Road

Caldwell Heights Elementary School
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, La Petite 
Academy-Sam Bass Road, Shaolin do Kung Fu, Mad 
Science of Austin, Abrakadoodle

Canyon Creek Elementary School
YMcA of Austin, Texas Black Belt Karate-Full court 
Fitness, Mad Science of Austin, Abrakadoodle

Canyon Vista 
Middle School

GEnaustin

Caraway Elementary School
YMcA of Austin, The children’s courtyard-
Spicewood, Stepping Stone School 3, Beaver 
Brook children’s center, Mad Science of Austin, 
Abrakadoodle, The children’s courtyard-MoPac

Deep Wood Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county, Mad Science of Austin, 
Abrakadoodle

Double File Trail Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Gattis School, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county, La Petite Academy-Sam 
Bass Road, Mad Science of Austin, club Z

Fern Bluff Elementary School
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, Stepping 
Stone School 8, Primrose School of Round Rock, La 
Petite Academy-Hillside drive, Shaolin do Kung Fu, 
Kids r Kids, Mad Science of Austin, Abrakadoodle, 
The children’s courtyard-MoPac, club Z

Forest Creek Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Gattis School, Primrose 
School of Round Rock at Forest creek, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county, Mad Science of Austin, 
clay Madsen Recreation center, Abrakadoodle

Forest North Elementary School
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, Stepping 
Stone School 6, north Oaks country cdc, ABc 
child development, Tutor Time, Kids r Kids, Mad 
Science of Austin, Abrakadoodle, The children’s 
courtyard-MoPac

Editor's note: The following programs serve 
the schools under which they are listed. 
Programs serving students in the Round 
Rock Independent School District portion 
of Avery Ranch can be found at www.
roundrockisd.org.

Gattis Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Gattis School, The 
children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, YMcA of Greater 
Williamson county, La Petite Academy-Gattis 
Road, Shaolin do Kung Fu, Texas Black Belt 
Karate, clay Madsen recreation center

Great Oaks Elementary School
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, Stepping 
Stone School 8, Primrose School of Round Rock, 
La Petite Academy-Hillside drive, Tutor Time, Kids 
r Kids, Mad Science of Austin, Abrakadoodle, The 
children’s courtyard-MoPac

Jollyville Elementary School
capital Gymnastics-Mcneil, YMcA of Austin, The 
children’s courtyard-MoPac, Stepping Stone 
School 3, Stepping Stone School 12, Knowledge 
Beginnings center, Tutor Time, Beaver Brook 
children’s center, Abrakadoodle

Laurel Mountain Elementary School
YMcA of Austin, The children’s courtyard-Spice-
wood, The children’s courtyard-MoPac, Stepping 
Stone School 3, The Magic dragon-Asian 
American cultural center, Prodigy child develop-
ment center, Beaver Brook children’s center, Mad 
Science of Austin

Live Oak Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-MoPac, YMcA of Greater 
Williamson county, Stepping Stone School 3, 
north Oaks country cdc, ABc child development, 
Tutor Time

Old Town Elementary School
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, Stepping 
Stone School 8, La Petite Academy-Sam Bass 
Road, Mad Science of Austin, Abrakadoodle, The 
children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, club Z

Pond Springs Elementary School
capital Gymnastics-Mcneil, The children’s 
courtyard-MoPac, YMcA of Greater Williamson 
county, Stepping Stone School 3, north Oaks 
country cdc, Tutor Time, ABc child development, 
Mad Science of Austin

Purple Sage Elementary School
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, Stepping 
Stone School 6, ABc child development, Texas 
Black Belt Karate-Full court fitness, Kids club, 
cradles to Kids

Robertson Elementary School
21st century Learning center, ASPiRE, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county, club Z

Spicewood Elementary School
YMcA of Austin, Stepping Stone School 6, ABc 
child development, club Z, inc., Texas Black 
Belt Karate-Full court Fitness, Mad Science of 
Austin, Abrakadoodle, The children’s courtyard-
Spicewood, Magic dragon-Asian American 
cultural center

Union Hill Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county, La Petite Academy-

Sam Bass Road, Shaolin do Kung Fu, Mad Science 
of Austin, club Z

Voigt Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county, La Petite Academy-
Gattis Road, Shaolin do Kung Fu, clay Madsen 
Recreation center

Wells Branch Elementary School
capital Gymnastics-Supercenter, The children’s 
courtyard-Metric, The children’s courtyard-
MoPac, children’s network, dots Tots Learning 
center, Stepping Stone School 5,YMcA of Greater 
Williamson county, Texas Blackbelt Karate, Kinder 
care, Mad Science of Austin, La Petite Academy-
Pflugerville

Murchison Elementary School
Kinderhaus, inc., capital Gymnastics-Supercenter, 
The children’s courtyard-Pflugerville, The chil-
dren’s courtyard-Gattis School, YMcA of Greater 
Williamson county, The Family Room, Tree House 
Kids, inc., Texas Black Belt Karate, immanuel 
Lutheran day School, Miles of Learning

Northwest Elementary School
capital Gymnastics-Supercenter, The children’s 
courtyard-Metric, The children’s courtyard-MoPac, 
dots Tots Learning center, Little Angels daycare-
Pflugerville, Stepping Stone School 5, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county, Kinder care, Prodigy 
child development center, Mad Science of Austin, 
Wanda’s imagination Station

Parmer Lane Elementary School
capital Gymnastics-Supercenter, The children’s 

courtyard-Metric, The children’s courtyard-MoPac, 
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, children’s 
network, 21st century Learning center, Prodigy 
child development center, Kinder care, Stepping 
Stone School 5, Little Munchkins Learning center

Pflugerville Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Pflugerville, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county, Little Angels daycare-
Pflugerville, The Family Room, Tree House Kids, 
inc., Texas Black Belt Karate, immanuel Lutheran 
day School, Miles of Learning

Pflugerville Middle School
GEnaustin

River Oaks Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Metric, YMcA of Greater 
Williamson county, 21st century Learning center, 
Prodigy child development center, Kinder care, 
Braker Lane christian Learning center, Mad Sci-
ence of Austin, Little Munchkins Learning center

Pflugerville ISD
Brookhollow Elementary School

capital Gymnastics-Supercenter, The Family Room, 
Little Angels daycare-Pflugerville, The children’s 
courtyard-Pflugerville, Tree House Kids, inc., 
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, Texas Black 
Belt Karate, immanuel Lutheran day School, Mad 
Science of Austin

Caldwell Elementary School
Little Angels day care-Pflugerville, capital 
Gymnastics-Supercenter, The children’s courtyard-
Pflugerville, The children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, 
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, The Family 
Room, Texas Black Belt Karate, Mad 
Science of Austin

Copperfield Elementary 
School

21st century Learning center, Our 
Savior Lutheran church & child care, 
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, 
The children’s courtyard-Harris Branch, 
Mad Science of Austin

Delco Primary School
The children’s courtyard-Harris Branch, 
The children’s courtyard-Metric YMcA 
of Greater Williamson county, Miles of 
Learning, Our Savior Lutheran church 
& child care, Texas Black Belt Karate, Braker Lane 
christian Learning center, capital city Kids daycare, 
La Petite Academy-Pflugerville

Dessau Middle School
21st century Learning center

Dessau Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Harris Branch, The 
children’s courtyard-Metric, YMcA of Greater Wil-
liamson county, 21st century Learning center, Our 
Savior Lutheran church & child care, Braker Lane 
christian Learning center, capital city Kids daycare

Highland Park Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Gattis School, The 
children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, The children’s 
courtyard-Pflugerville, La Petite Academy-
Pflugerville, YMcA of Greater Williamson county, 
The Family Room, Primrose School of Round Rock 
at Forest creek, Tree House Kids, inc.UWWC_ads07_UNITED-CMYK_newsize_.Page 1   8/22/2007   9:47:54 AM

• On-site X-ray, Lab, and EKG
• Most health plans accepted
• All patients seen by a physician
• No appointment needed
• Scheduled Well Woman Exams     
  Now Available

Brushy Creek Rd

Avery Ranch Blvd

Parm
er   Ln

1431

+

www.austinurgentcare.com
NEW Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8a.m. - 8p.m. • Sun. 9a.m. - 5p.m. • 10625 Parmer Lane, Suite D400

512.733.9400

Health care when you need it

512.733.9400

YMCA of Greater Williamson County

Shaolin Do Kung Fu 

Primrose School of Round Rock

Capital Gymnastics
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Round Rock  & Pflugerville ISD elementary after-school programs

Membership required and open to anyone who lives or works in Travis, Williamson, Bastrop, Caldwell or Hays county. 1APY—Annual Percentage Yield. If requirements met: 6.01% APY on balances up to $25,000, and 1.01% APY on the 
portion of balance over $25,000. If requirements not met: 0.25% APY on balance. 210 transactions per cycle. Must maintain eStatements. Auto debit ACH also applies.

Reward Yourself With

www.heritagechecking.com

Introducing Heritage Checking
A high interest free checking account with free ATMs nationwide—no 

receipts required. Reward yourself with VISA® Debit Card usage, free 

eStatements and direct deposit.2 Sign up for Heritage Checking today!

Rowe Lane Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Pflugerville, The children’s 
courtyard-Gattis School, Kinderhaus, inc., The Fam-
ily Room, Tree House Kids, inc., Miles of Learning, 
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, Texas Black 
Belt Karate

Spring Hill Elementary School
Little Angels daycare-Pflugerville, Panther Patch 
Learning center, capital Gymnastics-Supercenter, 
The children’s courtyard-Pflugerville, YMcA of 
Greater Williamson county, The Family Room, 
La Petite Academy-Pflugerville, Texas Black Belt 
Karate, Stepping Stone 5

Timmerman Elementary School
The Family Room, La Petite Academy-Pflugerville, 
Little Angels daycare-Pflugerville, The children’s 
courtyard-Pflugerville, YMcA of Greater Williamson 
county, Texas Black Belt Karate, immanuel 
Lutheran day School, Miles of Learning, Tree House 
Kids, inc.

Wieland Elementary School
The children’s courtyard-Harris Branch, YMcA 
of Greater Williamson county, capital city Kids 
daycare, Tree House Kids, inc.

Windermere Elementary School
capital Gymnastics-Supercenter, The Family Room, 
La Petite Academy-Pflugerville, Little Angels 
daycare-Pflugerville, Sheri Martin (special needs 
kids), The children’s courtyard-Pflugerville, YMcA 
of Greater Williamson county, Texas Black Belt 
Karate, Mad Science of Austin, Shaolin do Kung 
Fu-Round Rock

Windermere Primary School
Little Angels daycare-Pflugerville, capital 
Gymnastics-Supercenter,  The children’s courtyard-
Pflugerville, YMcA of Greater Williamson county, 
The Family Room, Panther Patch Learning center, 
Texas Black Belt Karate, Mad Science of Austin

Learning
21•	 st century Learning center, www.tea.state.
tx.us/21century
ABc child development, www.•	
allbecauseofchildren.com
Abrakadoodle, 380-7555,  www.abrakadoodle.•	
com
ASPiRE, 464-5008•	
The children’s courtyard-Gattis School, •	
3801 Gattis School Road, 828-0458, www.
childrenscourtyard.com
The children’s courtyard-Harris Branch, 11012 •	
Harris Branch Pkwy., 272-8855 
The children’s courtyard-Jazz Street, 2960 Jazz •	
Street, 248-2451 
The children’s courtyard-Metric, 11718 Metric •	
Blvd., 835-4969 
The children’s courtyard-MoPac, 12336 n. •	
MoPac, 339-0727
The children’s courtyard-Pflugerville, 1308 •	
Grand Avenue Pkwy., 989-6500
The children’s courtyard-Spicewood, 4213 •	
Spicewood Springs Road, 342-0218 
GEnaustin, P.O. Box 3122, Austin, 78764, 841-•	
4093, www.genaustin.org
Mad Science of Austin, 6120 W. Hwy. 290, 892-•	
1143, www.madscience.org
Magic dragon-Asian American cultural center, •	
11713 Jollyville Road, Austin, 78759, 336-5069
Miles of Learning, 401 FM 685, Ste. 103, 251-•	
8005
Stepping Stone School no. 3, 6616 Mcneil •	
drive, 258-9141, www.steppingstoneschool.
com
Stepping Stone School no. 5, 2001 Wells •	
Branch Pkwy., 990-0044
Stepping Stone School no. 6, 12301 •	

Hymeadow drive, 331-4801
Stepping Stone School no. 8, 7601 O’connor •	
Road, 246-8344
Stepping Stone School no. 12, 7700 W. Parmer •	
Lane, Austin, 78729, 336-5237
Tutor Time, 6801 dallas drive, Austin, 78729, •	
335-6553, www.tutortime.com

Active/Sports
Austin Okinawan Karate, 708 Round Rock •	
West drive, 260-0453
capital Gymnastics-Mcneil, 6001 W. Parmer •	
Lane, Ste. 430, 219-9930
capital Gymnastics-Supercenter, 13900 n. iH •	
35, Ste. 1A 251-2439
Shaolin do Kung Fu-Round Rock, 2200 S. iH •	
35, Ste. B2, 218-8081, www.texaskungfu.com
Texas Black Belt Karate-Pflugerville, 1202 FM •	
685, 990-2467, www.texasbbk.com

General Day Care
Beaver Brook children’s center, 11726 •	
Jollyville Road, 258-6439
Braker Lane christian Learning center, 11300 •	
Hunters Lane, 837-2268
capital city Kids daycare. 1900 Gregg Lane, •	
Bldg. A, Ste. 1, 989-8510
children’s network, 12223 cassady drive, •	
834-9526
clay Madsen Recreation center, 1600 Gattis •	
School Road, 218-5540, www.roundrocktexas.
gov
club Z-northwest, 12885 n. US 183, Ste. 105, •	
219-0700
cradles to Kids, 3200 Hatch Road, cedar Park, •	
331-5400
Star Montessori School, 3101 Howard Lane, •	
244-6558
The Family Room, 16108 Yellow Sage, 990-•	
2555
Kids r Kids, 15111 Avery Ranch Blvd., Austin, •	

78717, 218-9669, www.krkaustin.com
Kinder care, 1808 cedar Bend, 832-9137 •	
Little Munchkins Learning center, 2020 denton •	
drive, Austin 78758 454-1877
immanuel Lutheran day School, 500 immanuel •	
Road, 251-4929
Kids club, 12233 n. RM 620, Ste. 201, Austin, •	
78750, 249-6338
Kinderhaus, inc., 18700 Weiss Lane, 251-4321•	
Knowledge Beginnings, 2300 cedar Bend •	
drive, 835-2443
La Petite Academy-Gattis School Road, 1510 •	
Green Lawn Blvd., 388-1281, www.lapetite.
com
La Petite Academy-Hillside drive, 3620 Hillside •	
drive, 388-3406
La Petite Academy-Pflugerville, 204 S. 10•	 th St., 
251-0347
La Petite Academy-Sam Bass Road, 1317 Sam •	
Bass Road, 388-2451
north Oaks country cdc, 8830 cainwood Lane, •	
250-5117
Our Savior Lutheran child care, 1513 E. Yager •	
Lane, 836-9600
Panther Patch Learning center, 15805 •	
Windermere drive, 251-7188
Primrose of Round Rock at Forest creek, 3313 •	
Forest creek drive, 828-5777
Primrose School of Round Rock, 15925 Great •	
Oaks drive, 733-2020
Round Rock Montessori School, 1818 Sam Bass •	
Road, 733-1818
Tree House Kids, inc., 702 cedar Ridge, 990-•	
7223
Wanda’s imagination Station, 1805 camas, •	
989-7184
YMcA of Greater Williamson county, 1812 n. •	
Mays St., 615-5563, www.ymcagwc.org
YMcA of Austin, 2121 E. 6•	 th St., Ste. 203, 

Austin, 78702, 236-9622, www.
austinymca.org

Offers Transportation
Beaver Brook children’s center
Braker Lane christian Learning center
capital city Kids daycare
capital Gymnastics
The children’s courtyard
clay Madsen Recreation center
club Z
cradles to Kids
The Family Room
immanuel Lutheran day School
Kids r Kids
Kinderhaus, inc.
La Petite Academy
Little Munchkins Learning center
Magic dragon-Asian American cultural center
north Oaks country cdc
Our Savior Lutheran child care
Panther Patch Learning center
Primrose School of Round Rock
Primrose School of Round Rock at Forest 
creek
Shaolin do Kung Fu-Round Rock
Stepping Stone School
Texas Black Belt Karate-Pflugerville
Tree House Kids, inc.
Tutor Time

On-Campus Learning
21st century Learning center
Abrakadoodle
GEnaustin
Mad Science of Austin
YMcA of Greater Williamson county
YMcA of Austin

by Program information
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RM 620 has some hurdles to overcome in dealing with traffic flow as the area 
continues to experience commercial growth. The area is also unique because of 
its rich history and wildlife. 

RM 620Communit y  
C o r r i d o r s

Single family Development

A developer is planning a high-end subdivision of approximately 120 large lots. 
The City of Round Rock is still approving construction plans, but developers 
expect to begin building very soon.

Vista 620

Construction is planned to begin for the retail center in December. The 
estimated completion date is Summer 2008 for the approximately 70,000 sq. ft. 
space.

An office space and a potential bank pad are also included in development 
plans.

For more information, contact Gay Carpenter Ruggiano, Commercial 
and Investment Broker at The Kucera Companies, 346-0025 ext. 258 or                       
gay.ruggiano@kureraco.com.

The Park at wyoming Springs

No date has been finalized to begin this project, but the development features 
medical office space and is planned to begin in the near future. Approximately 
123,000 sq. ft. of medical space is designed for the 16-acre tract.  

Senior Living facility

Trisun Healthcare will have private and semi-private rooms that include 
individual emergency call systems, adaptive bathing facilities, daily 
housekeeping and laundry services, assistance with daily living activities and 
scheduled meals.  The site will also have a barber/beauty salon and scheduled 
recreational activities. 

For more information, contact the main office at 1-866-309-3330  or  info@
trisunhealthcare.com.

Medical Space

Spaces for doctors offices are planned to face Wyoming Springs in front of Trisun 
Healthcare.

The Harris Stagecoach Inn, also known as the Inn of Brushy Creek, opened 
along the creek close to the rock in 1848. The Inn served stagecoaches carrying 
mail and passengers from Brownsville to Salado and Helena, Ark. to San 
Antonio.

Reports from 1853 tell of local citizens gathering at the Inn to await the arrival 
of stagecoaches. The nearing coach driver sounded a horn about a mile away. 
Harris kept a flock of geese at the hotel who responded by honking back, 
bringing much attention to the stage coach.  

3

4

5

Beck Preserve

The Commissioners Court, Sept. 26, 2006, officially named the area just west 
of RM 620 the Beck Preserve after the family who originally bought the land in 
1930. For years, the Beck Ranch was one of the county’s most successful cattle 
operations and beneath the 42.8 acres of ranch lay caves full of moist karst 
stone formations and endangered species. 

“I actually live in a neighborhood near the Beck Ranch and what to do with that 
land was an issue for many years,” Williamson County Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Lisa Birkman said. “Everyone ended up coming together with a solution that 
works for everyone; and the icing on the cake is that we get to name it after the 
Becks and put a little bit of Williamson County history there.” 

There are five endangered species in Williamson County, such as the Golden-
cheeked Warbler and the Bone Cave Harvestman spider. 

“Williamson County has a projected population growth as high, if not higher, 
than Travis County in the next 20 years,” Birkman said. “Development is leaving 
less and less open space, and this is an effort for us to be proactive about 
growth.” 

Commercial Property

History

Wildlife Preserve

7
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Sponsored by Don Quick & Austin TelcoRM 620

Transportation

The Brushy Creek Post Office was established in a section of Thomas C. Oatts’ 
store near the Inn in May 1851.  Three years later postal authorities asked Oatts 
to provide another name for the settlement because there was already a town in 
Texas calling itself Brushy.

Oatts thought of the large Brushy Creek rock where he and Harrell often sat 
and fished. on August 24, 1854, the name Round Rock was officially given to 
the community. Despite several floods, the new town along the creek grew. In 
1876, the International and Great Northern Railroad laid tracks a mile east of the 
community, moving the commercial area of Round Rock to modern Main Street.

Chisholm Trail

In its time, the cattle drives of the Chisholm Trail passed right through Round 
Rock and was considered one of the wonders of the western world. 

The trail acquired its name from trader Jesse Chisholm, who in 1864 began 
hauling trade goods to Indian camps south of his post near present day Wichita, 
kansas.  

While Texas cattlemen were away fighting the Civil War, the cattle multiplied. By 
1866, the cattle were worth only $4 a head in Texas, but as much as $40 in the 
north and east.

On the trail, the herds moved through the Round Rock area on their way to 
northern markets crossing the Brushy Creek at the low water crossing marked by 
the round rock in the center of the creek.  

Round Rock citizens often gathered to watch the herds cross Brushy Creek. 

The trail drives came to an end around 1880 due to several factors: the invention 
of barbed wire, the proximity of the railroads and the outbreak of Texas fever, a 
disease that resulted in a quarantine of Texas cattle from entering other states.
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Possible future plan

Round Rock Ave.

A decrease has been shown in daily total traffic counts from January 24, 2005 to 
April 24, 2007 in several intersections along RM 620 (see chart below).

Williamson County will begin construction to add right turn lanes at Oaklands 
Drive, Deepwood Drive and Wyoming Springs Drive by Spring 2008.  Right turn 
lanes will also be completed by Summer 2008 at Cornerwood Drive, Greak Oaks 
Drive and O’Connor Drive, along with a center turn lane.

The project of relieving traffic from Deepwood Drive to IH 35 is a joint effort of 
the City of Round Rock and TxDOT.  A public meeting to gather input was held 
and a second meeting is pending. Two options being considered:

Option one - Improvements between Toll 45 and IH 35 on the existing route, 
with bridges at all major crossings, including a bridge for the Georgetown 
Railroad crossing.

Option two - Improvements between Toll 45 and Deepwood Drive, with a new 
road section connecting RM 620 to Hwy. 79 at IH 35.  Leave the existing portion 
of RM 620 between Deepwood Drive and IH 35 in its current condition.  

            2005          2007
Oakwood       45,041       35,045
O’Connor       36,404       28,512
Great Oaks    36,492       28,897 Cimarron

Shadow Brook

Creekmont West

Lake Creek West

Round Rock West

11
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Business center planned for Georgetown
by shannon Colletti

While driving one day, Dan Clark found 
himself parking his car and wandering the 
trails of Georgetown’s Rivery Park.

“It was clearly to me a site that could 
have a lot of promise to be an asset to the 
community, a good development project 
and something that could be very unique,” 
Clark, vice president of development at the 
Austin-based LedgeStone Group, said.

The result is the planned project, The 
Summit at Rivery Park — a business-enter-
tainment center and portal to the park area 
that will distinguish itself by making the 
surrounding environment a central focus 
of its design.  

At a June city council workshop, Ledg-
eStone unveiled its intention to develop 
approximately 31 acres of the park, an area 
nestled between Williams Drive and Rivery 
Boulevard, just west of IH 35.

The development will include a confer-
ence center with a capacity of up to 2,500; 
an upscale, multi-story hotel with 250 to 
350 rooms; a Class A office tower of be-
tween 120,000 and 240,000 sq. ft.; four or 
more professional office condominiums; 
and two high-end restaurants. The 650,000 
sq. ft. site will encourage easy access to the 
river and nearby trails. 

The combination of picturesque natural 
surroundings, connectivity to downtown 
and proximity to IH 35 could make The 
Summit a unique addition to the city.

“What we want to do in partnering with 
Georgetown and the Parks [and Recre-
ation] Department is to complete the Riv-
ery Park amenities there,” Clark said. 

Clark said he plans to have a pedestrian-
friendly layout that shows off the pristine 
water features and natural, shaded areas.

Marlene McMichael, a government re-
lations specialist and Planning and Zon-
ing board member, cited the ease of travel 
between The Summit and downtown 
Georgetown as another unique aspect of 
the project. She added that with the recent 
addition of Toll 130 and Toll 45, maneuver-
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Current view of site

This early sketch depicts the future Summit at Rivery Park. Four condos will offer 
high-end office space. Plans also include a hotel, two restaurants, an office tower and 
conference center. 

ing around the region is even easier.
In addition to the scenic landscape and 

proximity to downtown Georgetown, The 
Summit will be located just off of IH 35, 
making it visible from the highway and 
convenient to access. 

“It will provide commercial office space 
for those who would prefer to have their of-
fice needs met in the Georgetown location 
versus farther locations,” Clark said. 

Because it’s still early in the project, Clark 
would not disclose any potential tenants, 
but said there is “strong interest” from sev-
eral companies. He could not yet give an 
estimated cost either. Alderman/Paccone 
Architects is doing the design. Construc-
tion is planned for next year and will take 
two to three years to complete.

design for future 
Hutto 466-acre 
mixed-use 
development is 
“new Urbanist.”

Hutto 400
The city of Taylor plans to grow 
its economy with a 75-acre sports 
complex with potential to attract 
more than 50,000 out-of-town 
visitors and create $42,000 in tax 
revenue yearly.
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 it’s an oasis, a mere 10-minute 
drive from downtown Austin. 
Switch Willo Stables, owned 
by Phoebe and Glenn Johnson, 
provides training and lessons 
in English-style hunter/jumper 
horseback riding.

Jazzy dining
nestled in the Gateway 
shopping center off US 
183 is a place for both 
the discerning diner 
and the jazz aficionado. 
Reed’s Jazz and Supper 
club offers fresh 
seafood, prime steaks and live jazz amidst an elegant atmosphere of 
white tablecloths, black furnishings and red curtains.

Photographer Maggie Messer 
will even schedule around her 
clients’ nap time. She specializes 
in child, wedding, portrait and 
special event photos.

Baby pics 1890 Ranch in cedar 
Park brings retail, 
movies and tax revenue. 
The development will cover 900,000 sq. ft. and opens Oct. 15. it is  
estimated to bring in an excess of 1,000 jobs, and $10 to $20 million 
into the community annually.

family-owned stable

Business center planned for Georgetown
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Business owners describe toll's effect on retail

“[183A] is good 
for me because 
people can 
actually shop in 

peace. Before it was so congested 
and people were so [upset] 
sitting in traffic that they didn’t 
want to stop in and shop.” 

Larry Ford, Pet Connection

“When 183A first opened and it was 
free, we lost 50 percent of the auto 
traffic out front. After three weeks, it 
started coming back about 15 percent, and when they 
started charging, I’d say it came back to 80 percent of 
what it was before. Our sales haven’t been affected.” 

Burt Witcher, Burt Witcher 
Jewelers

“The first two 
weeks [after 
183A] opened, 

business was slow, but now it’s 
back to normal since they started 
to charge.” 

Ott Chantanjsu, 
Thamnak Thai

183A Toll road
183A future toll road

183A Toll plaza

2243

“We don’t see as much traffic 
as we did, and a lot of people 
don’t even know we are here 
because they get on there [183A Toll] and 
don’t stop. I do have to admit that there are 
more people since tolling began but not as 
good as it was last summer. I’m just hoping 
that it will pick back up.” 

Blanca Mireles, Blanca’s Mexican 
Imports

South Fork San Gabriel River

Frontage lanes

by Kara Vaught

Toll road may expand sooner than planned

•	183A	Toll	ATTrAcTs	more	TrAffic	ThAn		
agency anticipated

•	exTension	wAs	iniTiAlly	plAnned	for	eighT	
to 10 years in the future

story highlights

a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  o u r  r e c e n t  l e a n d e r / c e d a r  p a r k ,  n o r t h w e s t  a u s t i n 
a n d  o u r  i n a u g u r a l  g e o r g e t o w n / h u t t o / t a y l o r  p u b l i c a t i o n s 

new athletic facility

The Central Texas Mobility Authority’s 
first project, 183A Toll, opened with more 
than three times the projected traffic.

“When we opened, we had 80,000 - 90,000 
transactions a day,” said Steve Pustelnyk, 
CTRMA director of communications. “It 
peaked at 110,000 just before we started 
charging [June 1] and is now down to the 
50,000 - 60,000 range. We expect to see an 
increase again when school starts.”

Due to the staggering success, CTRMA 
is considering accelerating the extension of 
183A Toll, originally planned to begin in 
eight to 10 years.

 “Now we’re thinking that we could do it 
in three to five years,” Pustelnyk said. “We’ll 
know more in the fall, once we’ve had the 
opportunity to analyze the potential cost, 
and with a little bit more long-term revenue 
under our belts.”

The Leander connection
Although the amount of extension is not 

yet known, 183A Toll is intended eventually 
to reach just south of the San Gabriel 
River — or perhaps beyond, Pustelnyk 
said. Much depends upon how Leander’s 
transit-oriented development changes the 
landscape.

“Between our road and the rail line, 
Leander is just going to boom,” Pustelnyk 
said. “The area is hitting critical mass. 
Retailers are seeing demographics they 
need to see to move in, and the road is 
driving a desire for housing in the area. 
We’ve heard a lot of developers saying that 
183A is driving their decision to build in 
the area.” 

Such talk comes as no surprise to 
Leander Economic Development Director 
Kirk Clennan.

“It’s pretty incredible, and [the expansion] 
may accelerate development initiatives for 
the city. This reinforces our argument that 
Leander is on the grow, and gives confidence 
to the private sector that Leander is a viable 
location to grow business.”
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This preliminary design for the rail station, drawn in June, was presented at 
the July 31 meeting to Hidden Estates residents. The stop is located within 
Capital Metro’s right-of-way and holds 95 parking spots.
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Station move from Howard
to MoPac worries residents 
by raChel youens

Since the MetroRail and the All Systems Go program 
were approved by voters in 2004, Capital Metro has shown 
three north Austin rail stations on their maps, dubbed 
Lakeline, Burnet and Howard. Although Capital Metro 
had generally decided on the location of each, they had not 
settled on the exact site or design. 

Robinson Ranch, 6,000-acres bordered by Parmer Lane 
and MoPac and bisected by the rail, had long been consid-
ered for the Howard stop.  

Capital Metro was already building an overpass on 
Robinson Ranch to allow the MetroRail to cross over the 
Union Pacific rail line, and in 2003, Envision Central Texas 
conducted a study complete with site plans and renderings 
for Robinson Ranch’s possibility as a transit-oriented de-
velopment.

Then this summer Capital Metro reached a stalemate in 
negotiations with Robinson Ranch for the rail station site. 

In June, Capital Metro began drawing up a new plan in-
stead for MoPac and McNeil Drive near the Hidden Estates 
neighborhood and accessible from the Scofield Ridge exit. 

Residents of the secluded neighborhood met July 31 with 
Capital Metro representatives to voice their concerns.

“Our options with Robinson Ranch have been exhaust-
ed. Every way we tried to go there was a roadblock,” said 
Capital Metro Community Involvement Coordinator Julie 
Martin. “In order for us to stay on time, we had to move 
forward.”

Although the plan is just a concept and is likely to evolve, 
Capital Metro engineer King Kaul says factors limit Capital 
Metro’s control over the location.

“Two of the main reasons we ended up not selecting 
Robinson Ranch were drainage and land negotiation,” Kaul 
said. “The intersection of McNeil and Howard has drain-
age from the north side that crosses Howard Lane causing 
a flood situation.”

Since the meeting, Capital Metro and the Hidden Estates 
neighborhood formed a group to discuss  concerns, and 
Capital Metro is looking at other locations. The station plan 
is temporarily on hold until a decision can be reached.
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possible bus service in round rockInside
Information The city of Round Rock held its annual summer council retreat Aug. 

13 – 14 where public works director Tom Word gave a presentation 
on a possible express bus service that would take commuters to the 
Capital Metro park and ride at Tech Ridge near IH 35 and Parmer Lane 
in Austin. In concept, the Round Rock commuters could then travel 
to downtown Austin.
The city and Round Rock Chamber of Commerce recently held an 
informal survey concerning bus transit service that had 347 local 
ridership responses and 456 major employer responses. Although 
Word cautioned council members that the survey was not necessarily 

Capital investment

$4,190 for a single • 
shelter at a Municipal 
Office Complex park 
and ride
$4,190 for the interim • 
park and ride at Toll 
45 and IH 35.

annual operating Cost

$3,500 for routine • 
maintenance, trash 
removal, cleaning, 
etc. spent at the MoC 
park and ride.
$3,500 for routine • 
maintenance, trash 
removal, cleaning, etc. 
spent at the interim 
park and ride.

*Federal monies would fund part of the service.
**Federal law requires that cities that offer 
circulator bus service provide ADA complimentary 
service.
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the status quo
Capital Area Rural Transit Service,
CARTS, a demand-respond service that 
runs from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays. 
The city can use it up to 557 hours per 
month, an amount that is used almost to 
capacity. 
Local cost: $86,000*

alternative 1
Commuter and reverse commuter service 
connecter between Round Rock and the 
Tech Ridge Park and Ride including a Louis 
Henna Boulevard and Toll 45 circulator 
and American Disabilities Act paratransit 
service.** It would run weekdays only 
from 5:15 to 9 a.m. and 3:30 to 8:17 p.m.
Local cost: $385,520*
vehicles: Three 16 to 23 passenger buses

alternative 2
Commuter service connecter between 
Round Rock and the Tech Ridge Park and 
Ride (no reverse commute, circulator 
or paratransit services). It would run 
weekdays only from 5:15 to 8:20 a.m. and 
4:20 to 7:15 p.m.
Local cost: *248,240
vehicles: Two 16 to 23 passenger buses

circulator
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a reflection of the city’s population, the city estimates for planning 
purposes that 75 percent of survey respondents answering yes 
would ride the bus. Under those assumptions, alternative one would 
have 219 riders a day and alternative two would have 97 riders. 
The council has asked the staff to move forward with a formal 
proposal in the next two months. Acquiring bus service would 
take around 11 months. If the city begins service, they will have the 
authority to end it at anytime if it is not fulfilling the city’s needs. At 
least initially, the city would contract bus service and not purchase 
its own vehicles.

*includes AdA paratransit service within a 3/4-mile radius of the circulator
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Education:  Studied three years at the University of Texas
family:  Wife Nancy, sons Trey and Jeff and daughters Marcie and Gracie
Contact information:  218-5403, mayor@round-rock.tx.us

Q.  What are the most important issues facing Round Rock?
A.  I think it could be encompassed with two words — explosive growth.  It is a 
challenge to know how we are going to manage it and determine how to make it 
successful. our priorities and focus have remained constant including economic 
development with diversity. We have been successful and it is the reason we have 
such low tax rates. Traffic and mobility will always be a priority. We are constantly 
concerned with the new infrastructure we need to get on the ground to meet 
the growth and make sure people can get around town. We’re focused on the 
development and redevelopment around town and are looking specifically at 
downtown Round Rock and what we want it to be. Northeast Round Rock is the 
last great frontier. We have 1,100 acres of raw land. We want to do well. As a devel-
opment it will look different. It will be denser and be more urban with mixed-use.

Q.  What influenced you the most to run for mayor?
A.  My civic involvement had been ongoing for several years. Running for mayor 
was a natural extension of being involved civically. It just looked like my next 
assignment. 

Q.  How do you balance work, family and being mayor? 
A.  A lot of folks resign their post in elected office because they say they need 
to spend time with their family. You never hear me say that because I have always 
spent time with my family. My wife and children are my first priorities. Everything 
else I schedule. I try not to schedule any weekend duties and during the evening I 
try to be home with my children. Otherwise, I am free game.

Q.  When you were a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?
A.  A race car driver. For awhile, I had forgotten about it. I went through a lot of 
stages, but when I think back to the earliest time that I can remember I always 
wanted to race on cars or motorcycles.

Q.  What are the most important issues facing Pflugerville?
A.  Currently, the most important issue facing Pflugerville is and continues to be 
our economic development that is in the process of occurring and that which is 
yet to come. We are trying to do everything we can to make Pflugerville inviting to 
commercial interests so that we can develop a stronger tax base utilizing not only 
our rooftops and our personal property taxes, but also developing a commercial 
property base and a sales tax base.

Q.   What influenced you the most to run for mayor?
A.  I saw Pflugerville at a crossroads, literally and figuratively. Literally, we are at 
the crossroads of Toll 45 and Toll 130. Figuratively, we are at a crossroads because 
we are at a place in our history where Pflugerville has the opportunity to continue 
becoming something special. And that as much as anything, I wanted to be a part 
of that direction and providing leadership in that direction. I was able to garner 
the support of the entire council, and that is something that has not occurred in at 
least seven years, that we had a council and a mayor that agreed with each other 
on most things, at least agreed with each other on direction. As much as anything, 
those were the two reasons.

Q.  What is the most challenging aspect of your job?
A. Trying to make sure that I understand what is important to the majority of the 
people and not just the vocal few, and trying to balance my personal work respon-
sibilities with my new and ever increasing city responsibilities. 

Q.  When you were a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?
A. I started off wanting to be a dentist, and it moved to a pastor of a church and at 
times a politician.

Jeff Coleman knew he wanted to be a 
part of politics from an early age. After 

earning his degree in political science, he 
thought he would work on the federal level, 
but after spending time at the city level, he 
found just were he wanted and needed to be. 

Now, Coleman can’t imagine a better way 
to serve the community other than working 
in city government.

Elected in May, Coleman is serving his 
first term as mayor, which ends in 

2010.

Although born in Austin, Nyle 
Maxwell has lived in Round Rock 

since 1990. It was the family-oriented 
“social fabric” of the community that first 
attracted him and his wife Nancy. When 
they considered moving to west Austin 
a few years later, they decided to stay in 
the city and it is a choice they have not 
regretted, he said. 
“This is home,” he said. “That is very 

important to me. It is why we work so 
hard for Round Rock.”
He is now serving his second 

term as mayor, which ends 
in 2008.

Nyle Maxwell
 

Jeff Coleman

Education:  Bachelor’s in political science from Texas A&M at Corpus Christi
family:  Wife Shannon, son Rylan and daughters Reaghan and Ramzey 
Contact information:  990-4363, mayor@cityofpflugerville.com

Round Rock Mayor Pflugerville Mayor
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