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Round Rock city staff has recommended 
an overhaul of plans for a future city hall.

In two years, city hall could be located 
behind the McConico Building near Mc-
Neil Road. It would serve as a policy cen-
ter and a meeting point, be architecturally 
significant, provide an economic driver 
— and potentially help unite southwest 
downtown and old downtown into simply 
Round Rock’s downtown.

“We hope it will further spur develop-
ment,” City Manager Jim Nuse said.

Voters passed a bond in 2001 with $11.8 
million dedicated to future municipal fa-
cilities, including a 60,000 sq. ft. city hall 
that would sit on Bagdad Avenue behind 
the McConico Building. 

At the time of the bond election, the 
neighboring Baca Senior Center and the 
new amphitheater did not exist, although 
the buildings fill a significant amount of 

landmass now. Still, enough land is avail-
able, but construction expenses have in-
flated since 2001, changing the overall an-
ticipated cost of the facility to around $12 
million. 

“$11.8 million is not quite what it used to 
be, so with special challenges come special 
opportunities,” Mayor Nyle Maxwell said.

So far, Maxwell has supported the staff ’s 
recommendations, highlighting the poten-
tial for the city hall to become an economic 
driver if it does indeed serve as a center 
point for community events. 
Conceived on a model

Scottsdale, Ariz. is an example of what 
Round Rock wants to emulate, Nuse said. 
Along with its city hall, it has attractions 
such as an amphitheater, library and high-
end hotels that draw tourists and shoppers.

“[Downtown] is a cash cow for the City 
of Scottsdale,” Nuse said.

This August, the city will have access 
to the bond money for the facilities, but 
instead of a 60,000 sq. ft. city hall, Round 
Rock could afford a 20,000 - 30,000 sq. ft. 
structure in the same spot for around $7.8 

by Kara Vaught

Pflugerville residents can potentially save the city 
budget $15 million by spending a few moments with their 
water softeners.

Last year, the City of Pflugerville changed both its 
water supplier and the method in which it receives water. 
Instead of relying on water from the often-low Edwards 
Aquifer, the city created Lake Pflugerville, filling it with 
water from the more reliable lower Colorado River.

The switch, now more than half complete, resulted in a 
year without restrictions on lawn watering, which had re-

story highlights

• $11. 8 million available this summer 
for building new municipal facilities

• City explores options to eliminate 
division of round rock’s downtown 

City explores simple solution for multi-million dollar problem

Pflugerville ISD 
Education Focus
Page 25-27
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Mr. D’s Veggies, Round 
Rock Farmers Market

Legislature
funds new
med school
by Christi snow

The Texas Legislature dedi-
cated $9 million to Texas 
A&M University recently to 
support a medical school in 
Round Rock. Anticipated to 
open in 2009, the campus 
will eventually support 100 
students in their third and 
fourth years of studies as they 
complete clinicals. 

Rep. Dan Gattis, who rep-
resents Round Rock, said he 
recommended the idea last 
year when the university ap-
proached him about expand-
ing its medical program. 

“If you look to the growth 
and where the needs will be, 
Williamson County is either 
the first or second fastest 
growing area,” he said. 

Texas A&M’s College of 
Medicine students take two 
years of courses in College 
Station, then complete clini-
cal studies at the Scott & 
White hospital in Temple. 
The match made sense, Gattis 
said, because of the school’s 
relationship with Scott & 
White, which is opening its 
Round Rock location on Uni-
versity Boulevard this year. 

Texas A&M is exploring 
building a physical campus, 
but it is not the priority, said 
Jenny Young, vice president 
of governmental affairs at 
Texas A&M Health Science 
Center. The initial $9 million 
will finance administration 
costs. In future legislative ses-
sions, Young said Texas A&M 
will try to acquire additional 
funds for facilities.

MedicAL FeAtuRe |18

Local Savings Guide begins page 37

Proposed Round Rock City Hall

How water softeners work

Source :www.culliganhays.com/softeners-howwork.html

Artist’s rendering

story highlights

• salt Content in pflugerville’s treated water must 
decrease before permit renewal in 2009
• residents reCeive water from two separate sourCes

W. Bagdad Avenue
Blair

Cost: Around $7.8 million.

Purpose: center for community and cultural events. Serves as a policy center 
for municipal government.

Includes: office space for Round Rock city council, specifically an office for the 
mayor and two to three offices for council members.

Earliest time frame for completion: two years.

Project status: Requires city council approval, which could possibly come in 
late summer or early fall.

Map of suggested water  
softener settings, Page 9

Printed on recycled paper

Water flows through small polystyrene beads coated 
with sodium. The beads easily release sodium particles, 
but calcium and magnesium are drawn to the beads 
like magnets. Thus, hard minerals are left behind and 
the softer water flows on for household use.

Hard water containing 
calcium and magnesium

Polystyrene beads coated  
with sodium

Soft water containing 
sodium

Sara Bogan, who lives in Falcon Pointe, resets 
her water softener after calling the city for the 
proper setting for her subdivision.
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we also looked at another portion 
of the lot that might be used for 
a new city hall. Already, Lake 
Creek accents the beauty of the 
area. A future hike and bike trail 
might be added to accommodate 
pedestrians.  

So often, communication and 
information can help create a 
smooth transition. That is why 
we covered Pflugerville’s need to 
reduce the sodium content in the 
city’s water. We wanted to help 
readers learn about ways they 
can help during the process of 
acquiring a new water source. 

Please feel free to write us with 
thoughts or comments. We listen 
and respond to your input, which 
is why we made the residential 
real estate guide more reader-
friendly. I believe it can be a use-
ful tool for you as you make your 
own real estate decisions.

Again, because Community 
Impact Newspaper is committed 
to improvement, I look forward 
to hearing from you. I can be 
reached by calling 989-6808 or 
e-mail at sara@impactnews.com.

   

Recently, I had the opportu-
nity to take a tour of downtown 
Round Rock with City Manager 
Jim Nuse and Communications 
Director Will Hampton. 

It was exciting to hear about 
the possibilities of an increased 
number of events and plans, 
which left me feeling confident 
that Round Rock will enjoy the 
end result.  

We paid particular attention to 
the land beside the Baca Senior 
Center and McConico Building. 
Residents often equate down-
town with the eastern side of 
Mays Street, but as Nuse showed 
us the west side, I caught his 
enthusiasm.  

During the tour, we walked 
to the amphitheater that now 
stands on the south side of the 
Baca Center parking garage and 
saw how the land is being pre-
pared for concerts. While there, 

Vision for Round Rock’s 
downtown inspires enthu-
siasm for the future
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The 80th Texas Legislature wrapped up in May. Some of the major 
changes passed by legislators are listed below.
State Budget

The state biennium, or two year, budget was set at slightly more 
than $152 billion, a seven percent increase from the last biennium. 
Education saw a $3.9 billion funding increase, and funding for health 
and human services and public safety and criminal justice was also 
raised.
Transportation

A statewide two-year moratorium was established on 
comprehensive development agreements, such as the one formed 
with Cintra-Zachry for the Trans-Texas Corridor. Senate Bill 792 
exempts some areas of the state from this moratorium and also creates 
a committee to investigate the implications of private funding. The 
North Texas Toll Authority and the Harris County Toll Authority will 
be allowed to complete toll road projects.
Parks

More of the sporting goods tax will now go to the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department under House Bill 12. This November, Texas 
voters will have to decide on a $27.1 million bond for major repairs to 
Texas parks.
Education

Legislators decided TAKS testing will be phased out and replaced 
with end-of-course exams for grades 9-12 and new graduation 
requirements would start in 2011. Senate Bill 1031 also says no grade 
level will be allowed to spend more than 10 percent of its time on 
district-wide standardized tests, including TAKS practice. In a pilot 
program, legislators are allowing the state commissioner of education 
to select a few school districts for a language immersion program with 
House Bill 2814.
Safety

Jessica’s Law, or Senate Bill 8, was passed by legislators to make 
stronger penalties for child predators. This includes a minimum 25-
year sentence for sexually violent offenses against a child and extends 
the statute of limitations for sexually violent offenses against a child to 
20 years past the victim’s 18th birthday.

The Castle Doctrine legislation was also passed to allow Texans 
to defend themselves with deadly force in the name of self defense, 
protecting them from criminal charges.
Energy

The Legislature aims to 
improve energy efficiency with 
House Bill 3693, which updates 
building energy codes, requires 
state agencies to use more 
efficient equipment and helps to 
manage customer demand.

House Bill 3732 creates 
financial incentives for clean 
energy projects and gives 
grants and loans to encourage 
development of the technology.

80th Texas Legislature round up

General 
Manager’s 
Note

Sara Aleman

Sara Aleman

Source: Texas House of 
Representatives
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by Katherine Kennedy

Building company develops major local roadsCloser
    Look 

Steve Muckleroy moved to the Austin area in the fall 
of 1981 to start a construction business he named after 
his father, Robert G. Muckelroy. At the time, he targeted 
the central Texas military and completed projects for Air 
Force bases in San Antonio, Belton and Abilene.

Now, RGM Constructors, LP is a well-known builder of 
many road projects in the Austin area and has completed 
roads including both phases of A.W. Grimes Boulevard in 
Round Rock.

“We concentrate on building streets, roads and bridges,” 
Muckleroy said. “We also work for developers and work 
with underground utilities.”

With around 100 employees usually on staff, the RGM 
team has had several challenging projects. Muckleroy 
remembers one several years ago that proved particularly 
difficult at Lake Belton, about an hour north of Pfluger-
ville. The team built a new stilling basin, a concrete pipe 
that comes from the dam to let water out of the lake and 
into the river, since the old one was deteriorating. They 
had to drain water out of part of the river. 

“There was a lot of rain during this project, which 
caused parks to flood and roads to be damaged,” Muckle-
roy said. “We had to complete the project in half the time. 
The thinking and planning process were uncertain, but it 

ended up being successful.”
In June, RGM also finished the second phase of A.W. 

Grimes Boulevard. Muckleroy said completing the bridge 
that went over the creek and had to pass under the Union 
Pacific Railroad bridge was the most challenging part of 
construction.

“The bridge structure had to be built below the flood 
plain, so we could not build a normal structure,” Muckle-
roy said. “A team designed a 20-inch thick slab of concrete 
and steel that would be able to support high water so that 
it would not wash away and carry a lot of traffic.”

Muckleroy believes RGM has a great team of supervi-
sors and skilled employees to complete construction 
projects. He said it is valuable for his employees to be 
familiar with the area’s natural resources and have good 
relationships with the local vendors. 

Most of the employees have worked at RGM for more 
than five years and some up to 20 years. 

“Our employees are long-term, experienced and work 
well together. It is important to know our employees and 
their capabilities,” Muckleroy said. “We also have a good 
safety and environmental process. Our safety and loss 
control is handled well by a full-time employee, which is 
unusual for a business our size.”

pfluger ville business - rgm construc tors, lp

RGM 
Constructors, LP

RGM Constructors, LP
15603 N. IH 35

990-8313

Robert Allison, vice president, and Steve Muckleroy, presidentA.W. Grimes Blvd. - Phase II - Round Rock - 2007•	
Kiphen Road - Round Rock - 2007•	
Scofield Ridge - Austin -2007•	
A.W. Grimes Blvd. - Phase I - Round Rock -2002•	
La Frontera - Round Rock - 2000•	

reCent loCal projeC ts

Grand Aven
ue

 P
kw

y.
A.W. Grimes Boulevard near Hwy. 79

“Making You Right at Home” ®

www.standardpacif ichomes.com

Paloma Lakes
Round Rock
Coming Soon!
512-506-4055

Sterling Ridge 
at Teravista
Round Rock
From the $170s
512-255-2303
 

Avalon Village
Pflugerville
From the $160s
512-252-3657

Avalon Park
Pflugerville
From the $200s
512-990-3190

Swenson Farms
Pflugerville
From the high $190s
512-252-9937

Cypress Canyon
Preserves
Cedar Park
From the mid $300s
512-336-8331
 

Cypress Canyon Vistas
Cedar Park
From the $170s
512-401-0050
 
Deer Creek Ranch
Cedar Park
From the $220s
512-258-4141
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One-million sq. ft. of shopping
New Quest Properties began work on the site for the 
Stone Hill Town Center in June, marking the beginning 
of construction of a one-million sq. ft. retail project 
on a 196-acre plot. The first store, Home Depot, also 
broke ground and should open by mid-2008. The entire 
development will be completed by Spring 2009. For more 
information, visit www.newquestproperties.com.

Mexican food
Named after its local owner, Chucho’s Mexican 
Restaurant opened at 1615 Grand Avenue Parkway, 
Ste. 208. The business offers authentic Mexican dishes 

including a broad selection of breakfast tacos offered 
between 6:30 to 11 a.m. For information, call 252-0708.

Rezoning approved
The ordinance to proactively rezone the Blackhawk Golf 
Course form Single-Family Residential to Agriculture/

Conservation passed June 26 at the Pflugerville City 
Council meeting.  If an owner wishes to develop a 

property, they must now submit an application, hold 
a public hearing, and that portion of the land will 
need to be approved for use and zoned/rezoned 
appropriately. 

Banking for business
The city’s first free-standing Chase bank held its 
ribbon cutting June 7 at 1714 Pfennig Lane next 
to the Super Wal-Mart on FM 685. For more 

information, call 251-1714 or visit www.chase.
com. 

Mature living
Pflugerville’s second senior apartment development, 
Cambridge Villas, has begun leasing and will open 
its first homes Aug. 1.  Located at 15711 Dessau Road, 
the one-story units are available for residents 55 and 
older. Amenities include a swimming pool, gardens and 
arbors, on-site laundry facilities, a library, beauty salon, 
physical fitness facilities and computer labs. For more 
information, call 233-0369. 

More space for emergency staff
Travis County’s Emergency Service District No. 2 
will celebrate its ribbon cutting July 19 for the new 
administration building at 201 E. Pecan St. at the corner 
of Railroad Avenue. The ESD provides fire services and 
first response emergency care for around 100 sq. miles 
in the City of Pflugerville and outlying areas. For more 
information, visit www.pflugervillefire.com.

Insurance office 
A Farmers Insurance Group began offering auto, home, 
life and commercial insurance in June at 15328 FM 
1825 in the Salcon Motors dealership. Agents Crystal 
Smith and Nicole Johnston have more than 18 years 
of combined experience in the industry. For more 
information, call 939-4383.

Industrial business 
McClure Partners is selling individual lots in the planned 
Picadilly Business Park. Zoned for light industrial use, the 
complex will provide space for businesses such as auto 
mechanics, plumbing and electricity. Lots are available 
for lease or sale from 1,400 to 60,000 sq. ft. For more 
information, call 214-384-9261.

Free Slurpee
In celebration of its 80th birthday, 7-Eleven is offering 
a free Slurpee at any of the chain’s many locations 
nationwide July 11.
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by Katherine Kennedy

Growers sell produce every Saturday in May through July

Round Rock Farmers Market
Corner of Lampasas and Bagdad Avenue, City Hall parking garage

281-3699	•	www.gtfma.com

Closer
    Look 

Round Rock has a long agricultural history filled with 
stories of farmers and ranchers. So when the city decided 
to revitalize downtown 17 years ago, it made sense to have 
a Saturday morning farmers market that would draw cus-
tomers to Main Avenue.

Greg Coley, manager of the Georgetown Farmers Market 
Association, remembers when the Round Rock market 
began. At the time, farmers markets were a new concept, 
although almost every town has one now, he said. 

Since then, trends heralding the virtue of healthy eating 
have only helped their efforts as articles in magazines and 
newspapers encourage choosing local, fresh produce.

 “People want to make a difference both on the environ-
ment and their health. They try to eat local as much as pos-
sible, which means eating fruits and vegetables only when 
they are in season. Customers support local farmers and 
their lifestyle because they are a part of our community,” 
Coley said. “At the market, people can learn how to cook 
the produce they are buying.”

The Round Rock market is a growers market, which 
means the customer knows where produce comes from, 
who grew the produce and how it was produced. Local 
farmers come from around the community, bringing fresh 

foods ranging from blackberries to tomatoes.
 “Customers are able to look us in the eye and ask us 

what they want to know about the produce. They know 
that we are trustworthy and they can trust our produce,” 
Coley said. “The farmers and growers all know each 
other, and we are able to check on each other to see what 
is being grown. If a customer or another grower has a 
question about the validity of a product, we can go to 
the farm to make sure the product was indeed grown 
there.” 

In the future, Coley hopes to find more sellers and an-
other location. Right now, Round Rock has the smallest 
market in the Georgetown association.

It meets in the Round Rock City Hall parking garage, 
which provides safety from rain and heat, but also has 
its downsides.

“If we have more produce to sell and more customers 
buying our produce, we will be able to have the mar-
ket run longer throughout the year,” Coley said. “Our 
current location is hidden and we are having a problem 
getting people to come. Customers and sellers prefer to 
go to the bigger markets. With a more visible location, 
our market will be more successful.” 

round rock business - farmers market

Bagdad Ave.

•

Main Ave.

Healthy living trends support fresh foods market  

Three markets are in the 
Georgetown Farmers Market Association: 

Georgetown	•	Sun	City	•	Round	Rock

Round Rock Farmers Market 
Saturdays, 8 a.m. - noon

May thru July

V E G E TA B L E S  I N  S E A S o N :
May: Potatoes, squash, cucumbers, 
greens, beets, blackberries, onions 
June: Tomatoes, squash, cucumbers, 
melons, peppers, corn, peaches, 
blackberries 
July: Tomatoes, okra, peppers, squash, 
melons, peaches, figs 
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Farmers
Market

Board Certified Physicians
Pediatrics to Geriatrics

www.parkwayprimarycare.com

512.252.1505

Tinseltown
Theatre

I-
35

Grand Avenue Pkwy.
Austin

Park N Pizza
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Care for All Ages
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

• Health Maintenance / Preventive Care 
• Urgent Illness/Injury

• Annual Physical • Geriatric Assessment 
• Women’s Healthcare

• Immunizations • Pediatric Care

Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

Gwendolyn Miller, MD
Internal Medicine

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy • Suite 112 (In Grand Ave. Center 1) • Pflugerville, Tx 78660
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News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

summer supply.  Local entertainers include Mr. Puppet, 
Bonzo Crunch and Michael Hick’s Zoo Show. The toy 
store will donate $500 to the nonprofit organization if 
the drive is successful. For more information, call 388-
5048 or visit www.kstoy.com.

Business park grows tenant base
A new small business center, The Oaks at Chandler 
Creek, gained its first two tenants, DXT Enterprises 
and Anodamine recently. Space is still available for lease 
at the center located at 5290 Oakmont Drive, south of 
University Boulevard. For more information, visit www.
theoaksatchandlercreek.com.

DXT Enterprises opened at Unit 220, moving from its 
former location in north Austin. DXT sells industrial 
supplies. For more information, call 339-8384.

Anodamine relocated from a smaller building in the 
Chandler Creek Business Park to Unit 310. The South 
African-based company provides water treatment 
services for industrial needs. For more information, visit 
anodamine.com or call 244-2318.

Double stitch
Stitch Masters and Graphics of Round Rock doubled 
its space to 3,400 sq. ft. half a year after moving to Round 
Rock. Located at 2801 Oakmont Drive, Ste. 500, the 
business offers printing, vinyl graphics, embroidery, car 
wraps and banners service. For more information, call 
828-3111 or visit www.stitchmasters.net.

Garage space
Slide-Lok of Austin opened at 1700 Bryant Drive, 
Ste. 103. An Arizona-based company, Slide-Lok sells 
garage cabinets, garage storage and closet systems. For 
more information, call 535-7907 or visit www. Slide-
LokofAustin.com

New zip 
code
Effective July 1, 
the U.S. Postal 
Service added 
78665 as a zip 
code for some 
78664 residents 
in response to 
the city’s growth. 
Residents should 
have received 
notification from the 
U.S. Postal Service 
if this change effects 
them.

pillows and drapery ties. For more information, call 
388-8855.

Dental for uninsured 
In June, Lone Star Circle of Care opened its second 
dental practice at 905 N. IH 35, the LSCC Round Rock 
Dental Center. It will be Round Rock’s first dental 

practice dedicated to serving the underinsured and 
uninsured. With its Georgetown location, Lone Star 
Circle of Care expects its dental facilities to provide 
more than 8,000 patient visits in 2007. For more 
information, visit www.lscctx.org or call 733-2100.

Scrapbook service
Scrap for Chap will host the first Crop-A-Thon 
to benefit the Down Syndrome Association of 

Central Texas. The July 21 event will be at the Baca 
Center, 301 W. Bagdad. From 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., 

attendees can reserve their chair to scrapbook. Pfluger-
ville resident Jodi Ross organized the fundraiser in 
honor of her 3-year-old son Chapman who has Down 
Syndrome. The tax-deductible admission will include 
lunch, dinner, drinks, snacks and dessert. Cost is $35 for 
registration or $45 for VIP registration. For more infor-
mation, visit www.dsact.com, e-mail jodiross@hotmail.
com or call the Baca Center at 218-5499.

Custom organization
Precision Garages, a new Round Rock-based division 
of SteelSentry, began operations  at 2701 Gattis School 
Road in June building work stations for the home. The 
Precision Garage workspace solutions are modular and 
expandable. SteelSentry opened a Round Rock facility in 
November 2006 and manufactures work stations built to 
order. For more information, call 673-2958, visit www.
precisiongarages.com or www.steelsentry.com.  

Women’s health
Round Rock OBGYN opened at 1000 Hesters Crossing, 
Ste. 400. Dr. Kevin Brown and Dr. Ingrid Brown 
offer comprehensive service for women. For more 
information, call 255-7762 or visit roundrockobgyn.
com.

Logo promo pieces
A business based on creating promotional items for 
companies, Just Ad Ink opened at 210 Commerce 
Blvd., Ste. C. It specializes in promotional products that 
can range from plaques to T-shirts to pens. For more 
information, call 255-1246 or visit www.justadink.com.

Toy entertainment
Kaleidoscope Toys at 1601 S. IH 35, Ste. 325 is hosting 
a drive to gather 10 barrels of food items for the Round 
Rock Area Serving Center before July 31. Every Friday 
at 6:30 p.m., Kaleidoscope Toys will hold its Fourth 
Annual Friday Family Fun Nights. Admission is food 
for the Serving Center, which needs to restock its 

6
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Major medical office space
Construction began on Round Rock Wellness Center 
at the southwest quadrant of University Boulevard and 
Sunrise Road. A project of the Plano-based Kinsman 
Ventura, LLC, the medical development will consist of 
two phases. Phase I will be 60,000 sq. ft. and feature a 
surgical center. Phase II will be an additional 60,000 sq. ft. 
For more information, visit www.kinsmanventures.com.

Design office
BWR, an engineering, planning and architectural firm, 
opened its newest Texas location at 810 Hesters Crossing, 
Ste. 225 in The Summit at La Frontera office campus. 
Focusing on municipal and transportation engineering, 
BWR, which recently shortened its name from Bucher, 
Willis & Ratliff Corporation, plans to grow its municipal, 
county and Department of Transportation client base. For 
more information, call 828-0076 or visit www.bwrcorp.
com.

Textile style
Home Deco opened at 1401 S. IH 35, Ste. 120 in 
Renaissance Square. The store specializes in home 
decorating fabrics such as drapery, trims, hardware, 
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Gattis School Rd.

79

CR 111

University Blvd.

Old Settlers Blvd.

13078665

Botox ◌ ®

Dermal Fillers ◌
Threadlifts ◌
Sclerotherapy ◌
Photofacial ◌
Laser Hair Removal ◌
Chemical Peels ◌

2400 IH 35 S#135
Round Rock, TX 78681
Located between Grapevine and 
Gold’s Gym at Hesters Crossing

w w w . r r m e d s p a . c o m
i n f o @ r r m e d s p a . c o m

Lawrence D. Broder, MD

(512) 246-2639

Hot Summer Specials

Specializing 
in facial 
rejuvenation 
and noninvasive 
cosmetic 
procedures.

Botox® Frown Lines - $225

Forehead - $180

Crow’s Feet - $270

all 3 areas - $650

Restylane - $ 375 per syringe for lips and lines

Open Monday- Friday : 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-2pm

Would you climb this mountain 
without a safety harness?

Let Mission IT be your rope for preventative IT 
maintenance, support and backups.

Neither should your business.

Mission Services
• Complete Outsource IT Management
• Remote Access/Multi-Site Connectivity
• Disaster Protection/Offsite Data Backup
• IT Vendor Management
• Network Services

1801 Salina St. • Austin, TX 78702 
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A portion of the solids 
from the clarifier 
pools is pumped to 
a centrifuge, which 
separates solids 
from water. Solids 
are taken away and 
cured for compost. 
Water is returned to 
the beginning of the 
system.

Water  
continued FRoM |1

cently become common due to droughts, 
said James Wills, Pflugerville’s acting 
director of utilities. 

In addition to a larger supply, the city 
also gained naturally softer water in the 
switch. However, many household water 
softeners are still set to treat very hard 
water, sending excess amounts of the salt 
used in the softening process into the city’s 
wastewater, Wills said.

The city’s new wastewater treatment 
plant, expected to be complete by the end 
of the summer, lacks a reverse osmosis 
system to remove salt from treated water 
before it is released into Gilleland Creek, 
which feeds the Colorado River. The Texas 
Commission on Environmental Qual-
ity regulates levels of dissolved solids, 
including salt, which can be present in 
treated water because high levels of those 
substances are harmful to water plants and 
animals.

To remove the extra salt, the city would 
need a large-scale version of RO units 
many homes employ to treat drinking 
water. Its price: $15 million.

The expense is unnecessary, Wills said, 
if the city can successfully lower wastewa-
ter sodium levels by educating residents 
about the correct programming of water 
softeners. The deadline is 2009, when the 
city must renew its permits with the state 
and prove its wastewater has acceptable 
levels of dissolved solids.

The city has an ongoing information 
campaign to alert residents to check their 
water softeners, and it appears to be work-
ing, Wills said. In two months, the sodium 
content of wastewater has dropped 33 
percent to 800 parts per million. The goal 
is 450 parts per million.

“This is something we can control with 
the citizens’ help, and that way we can use 
that money for something else,” Wills said.
Soft vs. hard water

Ground water, such as the Edwards 
Aquifer, is hard because calcium and mag-
nesium dissolve into the water as it flows 
underground. Surface water, such as that 
in the Colorado River and Lake Pfluger-
ville, absorbs less of these minerals and is 
softer as a result.

“If you take a glass of water and pour 
in sugar and it dissolves, the sugar is still 
there,” Wills said. “It’s the same with well 
water; it has a lot of solid chemicals dis-
solved in it.” 

The levels of total dissolved solids in 
groundwater can be between 380 and 420 
parts per million, while surface water is 
between 120 and 160, Wills said.
Setting a softener

Hard water takes a toll on household 
appliances, on which dissolved solids are 
deposited. Evidence of hard water can 
be seen in corrosion of metal fittings on 
sinks, bathtubs and hoses. Refrigerator 
manufacturers do not recommend hook-
ing an ice maker to a hard water source.

Thus, many homeowners choose to in-
stall water softeners. The devices work by 
exchanging hard calcium and magnesium 
for non-hardening sodium.

In the softening process, water flows 
through small polystyrene beads coated 

with sodium. The beads easily release sodi-
um particles, but calcium and magnesium 
are drawn to the beads like magnets. Thus, 
hard minerals are left behind and the 
softer water flows on for household use.

Before the city switched water sources, 
Pflugerville residents treated hard water 
by setting softeners to release 22 to 24 
grains of sodium per gallon of water, Wills 
said. For treating water from the Colorado 
River, softeners should be dialed down to 
release six to eight grains per gallon.
Which water where

Depending on the location, water flow-

Water cycle

Pflugerville’s 
wastewater flows into 
the  treatment plant 
on East Pecan Street 
beside the Northeast 
Travis County 
Metropolitan Park.

1 2

Screw pumps suck 
water up an incline 
to the surface of the 
plant.

4

Two aeration pools 
infuse oxygen into the 
water, which feeds 
the microorganisms 
that break down 
organic matter in the 
wastewater.

5

Two clarifier pools 
allow solids to settle 
to the bottom, then 
a portion of the 
solids return to the 
beginning of the 
system.

6 7

In the chlorine 
contact chamber, 
chlorine and ferric 
chloride are added to 
the water to destroy 
pathogens.

8

Tertiary filters 
resembling carpet 
continue the 
clarifying process.

10

Chlorine is removed 
from the water and 
oxygen is added.

11

Water flows into 
Gilleland Creek, 
which feeds the 
Colorado River.  

The new wastewater 
treatment plant lacks a 
reverse osmosis system 
to remove salt from 
treated water before it 
is released into Gilleland 
Creek, which feeds the 
Colorado River. 
To remove the extra salt, 
the city would need a 
large-scale version of 
Ro units many homes 
employ to treat drinking 
water. Its price: $15 
million.

3

A bar screen removes 
solid matter from the 
wastewater.

9

Water is pumped to 
the Northeast Travis 
County Metropolitan 
Park for irrigation.
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ing from a faucet in Pflugerville could 
be coming from Lake Pflugerville, the 
Edwards Aquifer or a mixture of the two.

Residents east of Toll 130 receive 
naturally softer water from the lake, and 
therefore should set their water softeners 
to use far fewer grains of sodium per gal-
lon of water.

Residents nearest the west side of Toll 
130 also receive lake water, but lake water 
is mixed with aquifer water for homes in 
the vicinity of Railroad. The city’s existing 
pumping stations are not powerful enough 
to deliver lake water past that point, so 

residents on the west side of the city still 
receive hard aquifer water. A new pump-
ing station is planned to close the coverage 
gap, but a location for it has not yet been 
chosen, Wills said.

The city has recommended water soft-
ener settings for subdivisions based on 
samples taken at each location. However, 
some areas within the city are not on the 
city water system because the lines there 
are owned by other water companies. 

Residents should contact the city at 
251-3076 with questions about water or 
softener settings. 

Water source: Lake Pflugerville  
Supplier: City of Pflugerville

Water source: Edwards Aquifer
Supplier: City of Pflugerville

Water source: Edwards Aquifer
Supplier: Manville Water Sup-
ply Corporation

Water source:  Lake Pflugerville 
Supplier: Manville Water Supply 
Corporation, which purchases a 
portion of water from the City of 
Pflugerville.

Water source: Lake Pflugerville  
Supplier: City of Pflugerville

The City of 
Pflugerville 
recommends 
setting a water 
softener to 
the following 
number of 
sodium grains 
per gallon of 
water.
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Water origins and softener setting recommendations
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REAL ESTATE REPORT
Wood Glen
Round Rock - 78681

Agent: 
Sheila J. Fontenot 
(512) 797-3534

6 Br./4 Ba.         
$335,000

1343 Becca Teal Pl.

Lake Forest
Round Rock - 78664

Agent: 
Mark Leonard Griffiths
(512) 299-7207

4 Br./3.5 Ba.         
$339,000

1816 Bluffwood  Pl.

Falcon Pointe
Pflugerville - 78660

Agent: 
Susan R. Truair 
(512) 691-6957

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$210,000

2106 Hayfield Sq.

Residential
  Round Rock & Pflugerville MLS area 

+$17,186 

-52

Change in 
avg. selling

price over 
last yearPflugerville

+$7,260

Key Stats
Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million + 

6
81
83
68
35
7
2
-
-

Price Range # of Homes for Sale
Round Rock

Avg. Days on Market

7
56
39
25
1
-
-
-
-

Round Rock
107
53

102
120
163
195
113

-
-

45
53
69
88
8
-
-
-
-

Monthly Home Sales

May 2007
May 2006
April 2007
March 2007 
February 2007 
January 2007 
December 2006 

286
320
250
250 
83 

188 
217 

$161,533
$154,273
$161,158
$156,805
$160,821 
$148,532 
$170,552

Month  Number of Sales
Round Rock

Average Price
Pflugerville Round RockPflugerville

$205,450
$188,264
$189,850
$217,854 
$197,905 
$192,358 
$198,768

131
149
116
110 
98 
66 

102

on The Market

Pflugerville Pflugerville

SoLD
Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankunited.com)

Change in number of
homes sold over last year

Round Rock
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on the west side of Mays 
Street, offices and city 
facilities dominate most 
of southwest downtown. 
It does have a few retail 
stores, including Changes 
Day Spa and Salon. City 
staff would like to provide 
more continuity east-west 
with easier pedestrian 
access to the other side 
of Mays Street, which 
has more of downtown’s 
shopping and restaurants.

million. The leftover money would go to 
purchasing additional buildings at other 
sites.

A 1999 study predicted the city would 
need at least an additional 44,000 sq. ft. by 
2020, according to assumed growth. These 
projections led to the 2001 bond with or-
ders from the former city council to begin 
implementation in seven to eight years. At 
a recent council meeting, current coun-
cil member Rufus Honeycutt recalled the 
council wanted to preserve historic down-
town with a permanent and attractive city 
hall. It would also draw attention to a less 
traveled area.
Community center vision

Conceptually, the city hall will have an of-
fice for the mayor, along with an additional 
two or three rooms for council members to 
share. The rest of the square footage would 
go to administration and meeting space.

While the proposal does not meet all the 
city government’s needs to support mu-
nicipal growth, Nuse said they could find 
the space other ways. Municipal facilities 
would be decentralized, but with related 
departments close to each other. 

The current city hall, paired with a 
building next door the city is consid-
ering purchasing for around $4 mil-
lion, provides more than 40,000 sq. 
ft. of additional space. Williamson 
County has also expressed interest in 
selling its Old Settlers Boulevard annex 
in Round Rock after completing its new 
building. That would add another 34,000 
sq. ft. 

Together, the proposed city hall and the 
two other buildings would provide enough 
space, Nuse said.

At the city council summer retreat 
planned for August, Nuse expects the 
downtown area will be a major topic of dis-
cussion. If the council gives its blessing, in 
the best case scenario it would take around 
nine to 10 months to design the city hall 
and then a year to 18 months to construct 
it.
Round Rock’s Berlin Wall

Building a recognized and community-
used policy center is just one step in over-
coming one of Round Rock’s downtown 
challenges, according to Nuse. Mays Street 
runs north-south and divides downtown in 
half, which stymies commerce. 

“There’s a Berlin Wall between down-
town and southwest downtown — and it 
needs to get resolved,” Nuse said. 

Numerous business offices and city of-
fices, including the McConico Building 
and the Baca Center, dominate 
southwest downtown with only 
a little bit of retail. The major-
ity of the shopping and restau-
rants, along with the city hall 
and library, are across the street 
in old downtown. Round Rock 
Communications Director 
Will Hampton said it is danger-
ous to walk where Round Rock 
Avenue or Main Avenue inter-
sects with Mays Street. 

 “Lord help you if you try to 
cross the street with all the traf-
fic,” he said. “We need to have 

pedestrian-oriented development and right 
now there is a big gulf in the middle.” 
Options for connection

Hampton said the city staff has consid-
ered several ideas to create cohesiveness, 
but each scenario has complications. Add-
ing bridges might work, but those must 
have handicap access. To remedy that chal-
lenge, it might be possible to provide eleva-
tors, but that is expensive. Another option 
is building tunnels, but then the city would 
have to decide where to start and stop them 
without interrupting traffic. 

Although nothing is finalized or even 
formally proposed, Nuse said another pos-
sibility would be redirecting RM 620 traf-
fic at Mays Street and creating a park be-
tween a large oak tree and the old Round 
Rock water tower. It would be a square that 
serves as a central point for downtown. He 
acknowledges that brings new challenges 
to traffic flow, which is why the city contin-
ues to explore a variety of options. 

“We really have to get united downtown 
if we want everyone to be prosperous down 
there,” he said.

Downtown
continued FRoM |1



JULY  2007 13impact news.com

M
ays St.

E. Main Ave.

E. Bagdad Avenue

Round Rock Ave.

W. Main

H
arris St.

W. Bagdad Avenue

Brow
n St.

Florence

Lam
pasas St.

               Blair St.

n

Replaced by a new Fire 
Station no. 2, this building 
at the corner of Mcneil Road 
and Brown Street will be 
used for firefighter training 
before it is demolished. 
the new city hall would be 
located behind it.

the east side of Mays Street 
has more tourism and 
traffic flow, according to city 
staff. Popular stops include 
Keria teas, the Rock Room, 
Louisiana Longhorn café, 
Juniors, Main Street Grill 
and the Party image. 
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Round Rock Ave.
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Lam
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               Blair St. 

n

named in 1960 as Woodbine, 
this historic building was 
home to three generations of 
the old Round Rock nelson 
family after it was built in 
the 1890s.

Main Avenue’s intersection with 
Mays Street causes major traffic 
congestion at the same point 
where the city would like to 
encourage pedestrian-oriented 
shopping, according to city 
Manager Jim nuse.

June 28, city Manager Jim nuse received 
approval from Housing and urban 
development Authority to demolish the 
building which housed the senior center 
until 2006. nuse envisions making the 
area a flexible space not only used for 
parking but also landscaped for multi-
purpose community activities.

Round Rock looks to unite its downtown while preserving its historyOne town

Lake creek Park, which has 
one of the municipal pools, 
is within a few miles of 
downtown.

the city would like to build hiking trails near the proposed 
city hall, which would continue under Mcneil Road and the 
union Pacific Railroad tracks. A footbridge across Lake creek 
would give pedestrian traffic access to the hotels on the iH 35 
frontage road.

the city built the amphitheater this spring and held its first 
performances May 31 for the el Amistad festival. Round Rock 
planned to host two free summer concerts on the 1,200 sq. ft. 
stage. With outdoor seating, the amphitheater is estimated to 
provide enough space for a 2,000-person audience. With one 
performance held in June, the next concert will be  July 12 by 
Zach Walther and the cronkites. For more information, visit 
www.roundrocktexas.gov.

one idea recommends 
redirecting traffic at Mays 
Street and Main Avenue to 
allow for easier pedestrian 
crossing. city staff has also 
considered adding bridges 
or tunnels for safer access.

W. Main Avenue

San Saba St.

Between a large oak tree 
and the old Round Rock 
water tower, city Manager 
Jim nuse has discussed the 
possibility of creating a 
downtown park and square. 
these are only concepts 
being explored.

the Mcconico Building 
is home to the parks and 
recreation department 
and municipal court. the 
proposed city hall would be 
located behind it, between 
the Mcconico Building and 
Mcneil Road.
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Although Tino Hernandez retired from insurance work 
several years ago, he still has a full time job — volunteer-
ing and running several major community events.

“Once I retired, I threw away my organizer,” he said. “I 
said, ‘Thank God I am through with that.’ A few months 
later, I am back at the store buying another one. Now I 
have two.”

In the 1980s, Hernandez joined a group of business-
men who participated in a Christmas project designed to 
provide for needy families. When the group disbanded, 
Hernandez wanted to continue. 

“I didn’t have the money to do it,” he said. “So I found 
the people who did.” 

Hernandez gathered about 15 sponsors to fund the 
project dubbed Just Because. Almost 20 years later, it has 
around 400 participants who serve at least 450 families. 
Every child’s bike

Tino and his parents were born and raised in Round 
Rock. Growing up, he remembers a very different com-
munity that could not yet claim to be a city. 

“We would say we had 1,800 people, but I think that 
was counting the cats and dogs.”

As a boy, he always wanted a bike, but that was not in 
the family budget.  

“We lived in the flats,” he said. “I had a friend who 
would come over, and he had a bike. I would give him a 
quarter to ride it. A quarter was a lot of money back then. 
I guess I have a heart for kids to own the bike I never had. 
I want kids to have their ‘bike,’ whatever it is.”

Community  
by Christi snow

tino hernandez - round rock

Icon
His passion for needy families led to involvement in 

another project called Annie’s Way Thanksgiving dinner. 
He directs it without a committee or budget by sending 
the event information to the media, which passes along 
his request for people to bring something to share with 
the needy families who come.

 “We invite the world,” he said. “It’s a covered dish affair 
for 1,000 people. We have no clue what will show up.” 

Somehow it all comes together, although he admits 
some past worries. One Thanksgiving, they only had 
four or five pies. A volunteer finally asked Hernandez if 
he should pick up a few more at the nearby Albertson’s 
store. Concerned, Hernandez agreed, and soon the man 
returned with cases and cases of pies. 

“[At the bakery] they said, ‘Where were you? We were 
waiting for you,’” Hernandez said.
Under control

Hernandez said he does not organize in advance 
because he does not have time. Just a few weeks before 
Annie’s Way, he is often on a medical mission trip. When 
he gets home, he only has time for a publicity campaign. 

“The Lord is in control, and we have a giving communi-
ty,” he said. “Invariably someone will bring what we need. 
I start getting nervous about bread, and lo and behold, 
there are suddenly 20 loaves of bread.”

When not organizing the holiday events or traveling on 
mission trips, Hernandez participates in numerous ser-
vice groups including the Lions Club, Sertoma, El Amis-
tad and St. William’s Catholic Church, sometimes serving 
in leadership positions. This year, he is president of the 
Sunrise Rotary Club. These groups give him more oppor-
tunities for volunteering and asking others to volunteer. 
Still, he is quick to note that he does not do it alone.

“A lot of people help with this,” he said. “I just get credit 
for it.”

“The Lord is in control, and we have a giving community. 
Invariably someone will bring what we need. I start 
getting nervous about bread, and lo and behold, there 
are suddenly 20 loaves of bread.” 

-Tino Hernandez
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“Hot guts” for sale at old Pflugerville market
by pam stephenson

Historical  
Impact

When Gladys Pfluger had her baby in Austin in 1962, 
she remembers coming home with her husband Leon in 
his pick-up truck. With them came the town’s meat sup-
ply. That was part of owning the local meat market. 

Portions of the meat they carried became barbeque 
that even drew the favor of one of the University of Texas’ 
basketball coaches.

“Customers would come from all over Central Texas to 
get that barbeque,” Gladys said.

Downtown Pflugerville had a long heritage with the 
meat market, although the store went by many different 

bring it to the Pflugers to process. Other residents 
ordered a half or a whole cow to be packaged for 
freezing. The Pflugers purchased meat from local 
farmers and slaughtered it in Austin until the 
slaughterhouse closed in 1962.

In the winter, the Pflugers also sold homemade 
pork sausage. They had a tin cistern behind the 
market where they smoked the sausage, known as 
“hot guts.” During deer season, Leon often cooked 
a pot of deer chili on the black stove in the middle 
of the store and shared it with friends.

 Many folks ordered barbeque for special events, 
such as the opening day of dove season. It was an 
early “fast food” restaurant with people stopping 
in on Saturday to get a sausage wrap or sliced bar-
beque. Gladys recalls how her husband wished that 
the butcher who worked for the Bohls, Ted Banner, 
was still around to make hot bologna for the Pfluger 
Market. 

 “He made the best bologna sausage, but only 
once a week. Unfortunately, he never shared the 
recipe,” she said.

Only a door separated the meat market from 
Tuff ’s Tavern, located where Yates Lawnmower Shop 
is now, and regular customers would slip in and out 
of each establishment to get a beer or grab some 
food. 

Leon Pfluger sold his share of the business to 
George Pfluger in the mid 1960s. After 25 years, the 
market closed April 9, 1983, when George auctioned 
off all the equipment.

The first meat market was located at Pecan Street and Immanuel Road in the 1850s.

Bohls Market,  
and later Pfluger 
Market, was 
located on the 
south side of Pecan 
Street next to 
what is now a pet 
grooming shop.

Pfluger Market moved 
to the north side of 

Pecan Street. The 
Pecan Street Antique 
Store was located at 

the site until recently.

names. Some of the first records call it the Bohls & Eisen-
beiser Meat Market in the 1850s. 

By the early 1900s, Albert Bohls, who had partnered 
with a man with the last name of Hutto, bought Mr. 
Hutto’s share of the business. 

Bohls purchased calves from local farmers and took 
them to the slaughterhouse located on the creek by The-
odor Timmerman’s farm, east of Pflugerville, and provided 
residents with fresh meat in the time before freezers. Over 
the years, the market was operated by a series of owners 
until it came to Damon Collier.

In 1958, Leon Pfluger and his cousin George Pfluger 
took over the market from Collier, and named it Pfluger 
Market. At first, it was located on the south side of Pecan 
Street, next door to what is now a pet grooming shop. The 
market eventually moved across the street to the old Ste-
ger’s Dry Goods building, which later became Pecan Street 
Antique Store that only closed recently. 

Many of the farmers would kill their own beef and 

Serving Forest Creek and
surrounding areas for 4 years.

ABC Medical Center
Superior Medical Care for 

Adults, Babies and Children

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics
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“Let our family treat your family.”

Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

Specializing in Pediatrics
and Family Practice.

Urgent Illness, School, Sports, and
Annual Physicals, Women’s Healthcare,

 Immunizations and Pediatric Care

Photo by Lourdes Imaging

310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane,

Round Rock, TX 78664

Get your sport physicals
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were received much better than in previous 
years, had more meetings and felt more 
people were familiar with Pflugerville than 
ever before. 

Many potential retailers see it as a de-
sirable market. We look forward to seeing 
how much further Pflugerville will have 
come by next year.

Every year the International Council of 
Shopping Centers attracts tens of thousands 
of business people to its spring convention 
in Las Vegas. ICSC is the global trade asso-
ciation of the shopping center industry and 
works to advance its development.

In May, Charles Simon, director of the 
Pflugerville Community Development 
Corporation, along with PCDC and City of 
Pflugerville staff,  attended the convention. 

“Our goal was to continue to provide in-
formation about Pflugerville, the opportu-
nities available for developers and retailers 
and to support the developments already 
here by providing information to their pro-
spective tenants,” Simon said. 

In his own words, Simon describes the 
action at Vegas’ seventh-largest annual 
convention. 
Sunday

We kicked off the convention by attend-
ing orientation. With more than 50,000 at-
tendees and two million sq. ft. of space to 
cover, things can be overwhelming if you 
don’t know what to expect. The first rule 
of thumb at ICSC is to wear comfortable 
shoes.

 We then spent the afternoon at the 
trade expo, an exhibit hall containing small 
booths of vendors, shopping center devel-
opers/owners and municipalities. 

Economic International Conference of Shopping Centers
Development Shopping for more shopping in Las Vegas

edited by shannon Colletti

Our main goal was to get information 
on features that could be incorporated into 
shopping center design. 

The most beneficial information we 
gained at the trade expo involved Christ-
mas decorations, online business databases, 
retail leakage studies, street and park décor 
and town clocks. 

 Sunday evening, because of a scheduling 
conflict, we were forced to break another 
ICSC rule — do not eat on your own. After 
all, the convention is all about networking.
 Monday

The leasing mall, where all the develop-
ment deals occur, opened in the morning 
with a flurry of activity. The booths here 
differed greatly from those at the trade 
expo. 

Most were several hundred square feet, 
well-decorated, well-staffed and buzzing 
with excitement. 

We felt prepared for the several appoint-
ments we had scheduled that day, which 
supports the last ICSC rule — set up meet-
ings before you get to the conference. 

Our first one was with NewQuest Prop-
erties, which is developing the Stone Hill 
Town Center at the southwest corner of Toll 
45 and Toll 130. We spoke primarily about 
the center’s status and additional plans for 
development in Pflugerville. 

We also had very good meetings with a 
fuel and convenience store, mobile phone 
store and office/retail developer, among 
others.
 Tuesday

We provided information about Pfluger-
ville to a leasing agent representing several 
different retailers. 

One interesting discussion 
centered on the Pflugerville 
Parkway intersection, which 
has the highest projected traf-
fic counts along the entire 
stretch of Toll 130 in the year 
2025. 

We discovered a theater 
company whose demograph-
ics matched perfectly with 
Pflugerville. We also had the 
pleasure of encountering 
Greenview Development, the 
developer of Pfluger Crossing, 
at the intersection of Pfluger-
ville Parkway and FM 685. 
Wednesday

By the last day of the con-
vention, activity had slowed 
down considerably. 

We are pleased that the 
ICSC convention was another 
productive, successful trip. We 

Charles Simon, director of the Pflugerville Community Development Corporation, 
(middle) attends the International Conference of Shopping Centers.  

For more information, visit www.icsc.org
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MEdiCAL MiLE
the city of Round Rock and the Round Rock chamber of commerce are making an effort to build infrastructure for a healthcare-driven economy. it is a cycle many local 
leaders say will provide for a prosperous future. Since 2001, the healthcare industry has been the only industry with net growth according to Business Week.

 People move to Round Rock1
Since dell inc. came to Round Rock, the population 
has more than doubled. in 1994, the city had 
39,455. in 2007, that number increased to 88,500. 
Williamson county is also considered one of the 
top two fastest growing areas in texas, according 
to Rep. dan Gattis.

2 Need for healthcare
until last year, St. david’s Medical center Round 
Rock was the only local hospital. now Seton and 
Scott & White are building additional medical 
centers. clinics, offices and support services have 
also begun to emerge.

3Need for supporting 
services, including 

education. 

this spring, Round Rock had three 
major announcements regarding higher 

education.
Austin community college plans to acquire 

land on university Boulevard with intentions of 
building its largest campus in Round Rock.

texas State university received funding from the 
texas Legislature to build a nursing college based 

at the Round Rock Higher education center.
texas A&M university received funding to finance 

a Round Rock branch of its college of medicine. 

4Need for personnel
An increase in medical professionals and 

students are necessary to fill the hospitals and 
education facilities.

University Boulevard

CR 112

Scott & White 
University 

Medical Campus

Round Rock 
Wellness Center Proposed

Austin 
Community 

College

Round Rock 
Higher Education 

Center

Seton Medical 
Center Williamson

during the last several years, university Boulevard has evolved with medical and support growth. it was this boom 
development that attracted education leaders, according to Jenny Young, vice president of governmental affairs at 
texas A&M Health Science center.

Sen. Steve Ogden, Rep. Mike Krusee 
and Rep. Dan Gattis, all three powerful 
representatives at the state level in the 
Williamson County area, worked to-
gether to have funding for a Round Rock 
medical school in the legislative session’s 
House Appropriations Bill. 

Both A&M, based in College Station, 
and the University of Texas, based in 
Austin, have expressed interest in creat-
ing a medical school in the Central Texas 
region. So Gattis approached both about 
their plans. 

A&M planned to put their med school 
in Temple, the home of Scott & White. 
UT had no immediate plans and weren’t 
yet ready to pursue the med school. 

Unwilling to wait, the focus of Krusee, 
Gattis and Ogden turned to A&M.

Gattis argued that A&M shouldn’t go 
to Temple when the growth is in Round 
Rock, but also that the big advances now 
are in biotechnology and bioscience and 
Round Rock is a hub for both of these. 
Sometimes it can be hard for a student 
to get the required amount of experi-
ence he needs before graduating and the 
number of medical facilities in the area 
would help.

Part of Ogden, Gattis and Krusee’s 
compromise with UT was that A&M’s 
medical school would stay in the Round 
Rock boundaries, offering UT a chance 
at their own school.

Behind the scenes
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Neighborhood
         Dining

pacific star restaurant and oyster bar

Tucked away behind the Dairy Queen on Hwy. 79, 
Pacific Star is a true jewel of a seafood restaurant. I grew 
up in Galveston, and the laid-back, beachcomber atmo-
sphere is still in my blood. The second location of this 
Austin-based restaurant, it has the familiar Gulf Coast 
aura shown in everything from its light blue walls to the 
oyster bar to its no-nonsense menu. This is a place to relax 
and enjoy great seafood.

The menu offers a variety of options including Red 
Snapper, Shrimp, Flounder, Crawfish, Catfish, Oysters, 
along with Chicken Tenders and Chicken Nuggets for 
landlubbers.

We began our meal with two great appetizers. The Cold 
Boiled Shrimp ($4.99) was an excellent, large serving of 
peel-and-eat shrimp. Along with the Gumbo ($3.50), 
which was full of shrimp and fish, the appetizers prepared 
us for a great main meal.

One of our diners chose the Whole Flounder (13.99), 
but without the typically included spices. The whole 
flounder is normally served spicy and may have too much 
paprika for some. However, sans spices, it was the best-
prepared flounder we have tasted since a trip to Guido’s in 
Galveston several years ago. Even the manager, Chris, had 
to comment on the quality of the prepared fish. Served 

Fresh seafood impresses even those from the Gulf Coast
by Pitt Garrett

with shrimp-seasoned rice and melted butter, this is a true 
delight. 

A man next to us had ordered the Fried Whole Catfish 
($8.99), which looked amazing, but a past visit to the 
Northwest Austin location of Pacific Star tempted us to try 
the Flounder and Crab Meat Stuffing again.

Instead, we opted for the Stuffed Catfish ($12.99), 
served with shrimp-seasoned rice and melted butter — 
and it was marvelous.  

Pacific Star has so many choices on its menu that I 
asked the manager to name his favorites. 

He said he personally loved the Red Snapper and 
the Crawfish Etoufee, but it has one serious downside. 
Sometimes the restaurant runs out of crawfish by Tuesday, 
so diners who fancy the dish should be sure to come by 
between Friday and Monday.

Besides regular meals, Pacific Star is also a great place 
to hang out, have a frost-covered mug of beer, a dozen 
oysters on the half-shell and watch a ball game. 

It is a restaurant that reminds me of a time when ’40 
Fords were hot, Mickey Mantle signed for a whopping 
$100,000 a year and thongs were worn on your feet. For 
awhile, it felt like the good old days were back.

Pacific Star
Hwy.	79	at	IH	35	North		•		255-3535	

Hwy.	183	at	Anderson	Mill		•		219-5373	

R E S TA U R A N T  H I S T o R y General Manager Phillip Barbato at the dock of the Round Rock restaurant.
The Leyva brothers began the 
Anderson Mill restaurant 10 
years ago.
Juaquin Leyva and Jeff Barnett 
are co-owners of the Round 
Rock location which opened 
more than a year ago under the 
management of Phillip Barbato. www.pacificstarseafood.com

79
Pacific Star
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183

RM 620

Pacific Star

Anderson Mill Rd.

Austin
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Commercial property
3

Government property
1

2

old Settlers Boulevard has been a corridor of commercial business for years, 
but now it is being transformed into an area that will also have mixed-use 
development, environmentally-conservative space and government facilities.
The location is designed to be desirable for commercial and government entities, 
largely due to easy access because old Settlers Boulevard intersects with N. Mays 
Street, IH 35, and FM 1460, a road that turns into A.W. Grimes Boulevard.

Community  old Settlers BoulevardCorridors

TriFusion

TriFusion, a managed IT deployment provider with more than 125 employees, 
recently celebrated the grand opening of its new headquarters in Round Rock.

"our new facility brings greater functionality and efficiency to our company," 
TriFusion CEo Corey Bell said. "We are in a time of growth and improvement, 
and we’re proud to be an integral part of Round Rock’s high-tech community."

TriFusion’s 80,000 sq. ft. new facility brings warehousing and IT operations into 
the same space as the executive team. 

Green Square

once completed, the complex near old Settlers Boulevard on Greenhill Drive 
will offer tenants seven uniquely designed buildings with Texan-themed names 
such as Windmill and Armadillo. Tenants at Green Square will save at least an 
estimated 30 percent on energy costs. Most building materials will come from 
within 500 miles of the construction site, patronizing local business and saving 
on transportation costs. Businesses working in the building will earn tax credit 
for energy efficiency.

Green Square will be suited for professionals such as architects, title companies, 
medical practitioners and engineers. 

Many of the building’s aesthetic features will also serve as environmental 
features. Use of natural light cuts energy costs, with the intention of improving 
ambiance, while xeriscaping and rainwater retention keep the campus looking 
naturally landscaped. Green Square will also include water features, gazebos 
and showers in most office complexes.

The first two buildings of the complex are expected to open in 2008.

City of Round Rock Police department 

By December, the police department plans to have 90,000 sq. ft. of space 
operational with an additional 36,000 sq. ft. of unfinished space available 
for future expansion.  This new location sits on 75 acres in the former Tellabs 
building and will allow the department to expand every division to adequately 
meet needs of the community. The police department plans to hold an open 
house at the beginning of January 2008.

Captain Chris Bratton said that in approximately three years, the department will 
have created a regional training facility that will help other departments in the 
area that do not have space available for training.

Williamson County annex 

Williamson County finalized the transaction Jan. 12 on 25 acres of land  
purchased for around $2.7 million from the Bradley Family Trust for the county’s 
new annex. 

The annex is located at 211 Commerce Cove, which is about a mile west of 
the new location, and was completed around 20 years ago when the county’s 
population was a bit more than 100,000. Williamson County’s population now 
is around 330,000. The new annex will house the offices of the precinct one 
commissioner, justice of the peace and constable as well as have space for EMS, 
a sheriff’s office substation, the tax office, the health district and possibly others. 
A community room for public meetings is also planned. 

After a conceptual plan is designed, the county will host a public meeting 
to discuss the project, show the plan and receive public input. The county 
anticipates the building will be completed in approximately two to three years.

4

5 Spectrum at Crystal Park

The St. Croix development recently broke ground and will have 10 buildings 
total. It includes 86,000 sq. ft. of professional office/condominium space for 
lease or sale. Available spaces range from 5,000 – 15,000 sq. ft on the 9-acre land 
tract.
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Sponsored by First Texas Bank and Don Quick & Associates
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Transportation  
Update

Projects in progress
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Howard Ln.

entry and exit lanes from toll 45 to Heatherwilde Boulevard•	

estimated for completion in november •	

exit ramp will split into three lanes for a toll booth •	

Provides another entrance to the city from the toll road•	

TxDOT Project

HeatHerwilde Boulevard and toll 45

expands Scofield Ridge Parkway to four lanes from Howard Lane •	
to iH 35

expected to be completed in late fall•	

delays due to ongoing utility conflicts •	

Travis County Project

Howard lane

pflugerville

Between Grand Avenue •	
Parkway to just south of Wells 
Branch Parkway
Widens the road and add •	
improvements to the storm-
sewer systems
improvements planned for the •	
intersections at Grand Avenue 

Frontage road

Sam Bass Rd.

M
ays

old Settlers Blvd.

14603406

University Blvd. CR 112

connects university Boulevard to cR 112•	
includes two lanes with a curb and gutter, •	
as well as a drainage system.
construction begins this month, July •	
lt will expand to four lanes by 2012•	

City of Round Rock Project

Seton Parkway

Red Bud Ln.

D
ouble Creek

arterial a

the city of Round Rock is working 
with Williamson county on the 
design for another north-south 
arterial roadway, labeled Arterial 
A, that would connect Gattis 
School Road to Hwy 79 

the city of Round Rock will build •	
from Joe diMaggio Boulevard 
continuing underneath Hwy. 79 
to 1,000 ft. north of the highway

the county portion will continue •	
to Forest creek drive 

includes one lane in each •	
direction with a center turn lane, 
a curb and gutters, a drainage 
system and a bridge over Brushy 
creek

in the future, the roadway will •	
be expanded to a six- lane road 

Funded by 2006 county bond •	
and the city’s 4B corporation 

expenses involve moving the •	
train tracks and constructing the 
bridge, said tom Martin, Round 
Rock transportation director

construction on the project is •	
expected to begin in 2008

City of Round Rock and 
Williamson County Project

Gattis School

79

Forest Creek

Joe DiMaggio

Final designs to extend double creek drive north to Hwy. 79 •	

Requires construction of two bridges to bring the road under the •	
train tracks and Hwy. 79 

Four-lane roadway would bring double creek drive just north of •	
Forest creek drive to 500 ft. north of Hwy. 79

City of Round Rock Project

Louis Henna

Windy 
Park Dr.

douBle Creek•		The	city	plans	to	widen	Gattis	School	Road	between	Windy	Park	
Road 
    at clay Madsen Recreation center to A.W. Grimes Boulevard

includes four-lane road with full right turn lanes and dual left turns •	
for all street legs, a curb and gutter and a full drainage system
Scheduled to begin in early August•	
construction expected to last eight months•	
City of Round Rock Project•	

gattiS SCHool road

•	Plans	to	widen	Sam	Bass	Road	from	IH	35	to	Meadows	Drive

•	Includes	adding	a	center	turn	lane	to	the	two-lane	road	and	
pavement work 

•	The	project	is	still	in	the	design	phase

City of Round Rock Project

Sam BaSS road
Plans to widen chisholm trail from Sam Bass Road north to FM 3406•	

expected to begin Fall 2008•	

expands the road to four lanes with a curb and gutters, as well as a •	
drainage system

in the final design stage•	

City of Round Rock Project

CHiSHolm trail

Meadows 
Dr.
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round rock

620
620 Corridor

option 2
improve RM 620 between toll •	
45 and deep Wood drive 
Add a new road section •	
connecting RM 620 to Hwy. 
79 at iH 35
 Leave the existing portion of •	
RM 620 between deep Wood 
drive and iH 35 in its current 
condition

txdot, along with the city of Round Rock and Williamson county, held 
an open meeting at Round Rock High School to gather input on two 
alternative plans for the RM 620 corridor. A second public meeting to 
discuss changes considered at the first meeting is pending.

option 1
improve around four miles of •	
RM 620 between toll 45 and 
iH 35 on the existing route
Add bridges at major •	
crossings. 
Possibly widen the roadway to  •	
six lanes with a raised median 
from toll 45 to deepwood 
drive
Possibly add a bridge over the •	
Georgetown railroad crossing

Deepwood Dr.

the last section of A.W. Grimes Boulevard connecting Lake creek to •	
Hwy. 79 is now open to the public
Joins the cities of Pflugerville, Round Rock and Georgetown with an •	
alternative route to iH 35
city officials estimate that the roadway will handle traffic from •	
27,000 vehicles a day

City of Round Rock Project

a.w. grimeS Boulevard
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extension of Wells Branch Parkway from tudor House Road to •	
immanuel Road

expected to be completed in July•	

includes a new traffic signal at Wells Branch Parkway and dessau •	
Road and will be a four-lane road divided with median turns 

City of Pflugerville Project

wellS BranCH Parkway
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Parkway and Wells Branch 
Parkway with restriping and 
new traffic signals 
the project is estimated to be •	
completed in november

TxDOT Project
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Pfluger vi l le ISD    July 2007

Annual thousand-student growth
motivates district’s bond package 
by beth wade

If the population expands as much as 
Pflugerville ISD anticipates, the school dis-
trict would need a new elementary school 
every year for the next decade.

The district has seen between a 1,000 
to 1,200 increase in student growth for 
the past three years, and a recent demog-
rapher’s survey estimates the numbers of 
students in the district could double within 
the next ten years.

“People are coming here because 
Pflugerville is an outstanding community. 
It is a great school district with an excep-
tional reputation; it’s affordable and there is 
great mobility here,” PISD Superintendent 
Charles Dupre said. “I think we are going to 
see a lot of the growth for those reasons.”

The district contracted Deskmap Sys-
tems, Inc., an Austin-based firm, to collect 
demographic data and determine three dif-
ferent scenarios. 

The demographers determined that the 
district could potentially increase by 2,000 
students a year in a high-growth scenario.

According to the survey, the next phase 
of population expansion is expected in the 
eastern side of the district past Toll 130.

To prepare for expansion, the school dis-
trict is working with a citizen’s bond com-
mittee on a three-year bond proposal that 
could build a high school, middle school 
and three elementary schools. The discus-
sion also addresses other issues, including 
major renovation projects and technology 
improvements.
Citizen control

This is the first year the district has 
worked with a committee of citizens, com-
posed of area leaders and key stakehold-
ers from each school, Dupre said. The 
60-member committee has met and will 
continue to meet through the summer to 
discuss the district’s immediate and long-
term needs.

“Our goal is to use their insights and their 
expectations for the community to put to-
gether a package with them,” Dupre said.

Dupre said he is concerned with the 

number of aging buildings in the district, 
so the bond package will include money to 
complete some of the district’s major reno-
vation projects. He said the district would 
not put routine maintenance items on the 
bond because that is managed through the 
normal operating budget. However, special 
projects require extra funding. 

“When you start talking about redoing 
a whole roof, you are getting into million- 
dollar projects, and we can’t afford that on 
our regular budget,” Dupre said.

The citizen’s bond committee has broken 
the renovation projects down into three 
sections, including heating, ventilating and 
air conditioning systems, and boilers and 
roofing.

“Our goal originally is to build buildings 
to keep up with our growth and to main-
tain what we already have,” Randy Reese, 
assistant superintendent of community re-
lations and partnerships said. “We’ve got 29 
structures here that we need to maintain, 
but we do need to add structures to it.” 

Technology is another factor that will 
impact this bond election. Dupre said the 
district is trying to keep up with recent 
changes in technology, including wireless 
systems on campus.
Bond updates

The bond committee has met with the 
Board of Trustees and will provide an up-
date for the board on the bonds progress 
July 12. Dupre and Reese hope to have a fi-
nalized bond proposal to bring to the board 
in late July or early August.

Once approved, the board would call for 
a bond election Nov. 6, and Dupre will con-
tinue to work with the committee to inform 
the community.

Dupre said the district is not sure how 
much money it will ask voters to give, but 
doesn’t expect it will have a drastic impact 
on property tax.

 “There is no fluff in this bond,” Dupre 
said. “This is very much going to be needs, 
a must-have kind of deal, and we want peo-
ple to know that.”

School Year
Total 

enrollment
Enrollment 

growth

historiCaL sCenario Moderate sCenario hiGh sCenario

Pflugerville ISD - District enrollment projections
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Steps to a bond package

other firms and staff 
were asked to complete 

facility audits and surveys 
of renovation needs in 

district buildings.

3

 For the first time, the 
district gathered key 

stakeholders from 
each school and other 
community members 
to help determine the 

district’s needs.

the board 
of trustees 

approves the 
list and calls an 

election.

the citizens 
vote nov. 
6 on the 

bond.

*The school district is currently in Step 8. During all 12 steps the committee 
makes regular updates to the school board. At these meetings, the board 
may have a workshop with the committee to provide feedback. The next 
workshop will be July 12.

n e x t  m o n t h:   r o u n d r o C K i s d

PiSd commissioned 
deskmap Systems, 
inc. to complete a 

demographer’s survey of 
Pflugerville to determine 
the community’s rate of 

growth.

everything 
was compiled 

to make a 
preliminary list 

of needs.
the committee 

viewed a 
presentation on 

the report and the 
facilities audit.

 the committee 
determined a list of 

needs and combined 
that with a list of 

needs presented by the 
district’s principals.

*the committee 
determines the 
most important 

needs. 

the committee was 
presented with reports 

from district officials 
including the chief 

financial officer, who 
discussed the effect 

of the tax rate on the 
community.

A final list 
must be 

completed.

the district 
continues to 

communicate its 
need for the bond to 

the community.

1

3 6 9

8

According to deskmap Systems, inc., the Pflugerville school district can expect fast-paced growth in the next decade. the company 
that provided projections for PiSd mapped three potential rates of growth. For creating a november 2007 bond election, PiSd used 
the moderate scenario.
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In the past, Pflugerville ISD has concentrated its schools in the central and western part of 
the city. However, with the opening of Toll 130, the school district plans to expand east as 
development grows in the area.

Headed East
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Audrey Dearing, Nadine Whiteley, First Lady of Texas Laura 
Bush.   

h e n d r i c k s o n  h i g h  s c h o o l
2905 FM 685 
Pflugerville,	TX	78660		•		594-1100	
www.pflugervilleisd.net/HHS

Principal: Dr. Nelson Coulter *
open Since: 2003
Total Students: 1,417
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 16.3
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 26.2%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 9: Reading 91%, Math 64%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 92%, Math 74%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 93%, Math 83%

pa r k  c r e s t  m i d d l e  s c h o o l

rowe lane elementary

3112 Speidel Drive
Pflugerville, TX 78660
594-6600
www.pflugervilleisd.net/RLES

Principal: Joni McKee
open Since: 2005
Total Students: 547
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 
14.3
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 18.0%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 99%,  Math 95%
Grade 4: 

Reading 87%,  Math 89%
Grade 5:

Reading 95%,  Math 98%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 96%, Math 96%

murchison elementary

2215 Kelly Lane 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-6000 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/MES

Principal: Cindy Wright
open Since: 2000
Total Students: 633
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  
15.3
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 21.1%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 96%, Math 96%
Grade 4:

 Reading 93%, Math 95%
Grade 5: 

Reading 87%, Math 92%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 94%, Math 92%

brookhollow

1200 N. Railroad Avenue
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-5200 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/BES

Principal: Philip Riley
open Since: 1995
Total Students: 676
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 
16.0
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 29.1%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 89%, Math 88%
Grade 4: 

Reading 89%, Math 90%
Grade 5: 

Reading 91%, Math 87%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 89%, Math 89%

timmerman elementary

700 W. Pecan 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-4200 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/TES

Principal: Brian Ernest
open Since: 1987
Total Students: 476
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 
15.0
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 30.3
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Exemplary

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 99%, Math 96%
Grade 4: 

Reading 93%, Math 97%
Grade 5: 

Reading 97%, Math 95%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 97%, Math 97%

windermere elementary

1100 Picadilly 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-4800 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/WES

Principal: Christi Siegel *
open Since: 1989
Total Students: 509
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  
15.4
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 43.1%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 90%, Math 81%
Grade 4: 

Reading 80%, Math 84%
Grade 5: 

Reading 82%, Math 80%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 90%, Math 85%

caldwell elementary

1718 Picadilly 
Round Rock, TX 78664 
594-6400 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/CWES

Principal: Sonya Collins *
open Since: 2002
Total Students: 689
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  
16.1
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 45.6%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 95%, Math 86%
Grade 4: 

Reading 93%, Math 95%
Grade 5: 

Reading 87%, Math 89% 

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 90%, Math 85% 
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Pflugerville ISD
High School Boundaries

2006-07

Hendrickson
High School

Connally
High School

Pflugerville
High School

p f l u g e r v i l l e  m i d d l e  s c h o o lk e l l y  l a n e  m i d d l e  s c h o o l

p f l u g e r V i l l e  i s d

 

  3:  Reading 93%		•		Math	88%

  4:  Reading 86%		•		Math 89%

  5:  Reading 93%		•		Math	93%

  6:  Reading 92%		•		Math	77%

  7:  Reading 86%		•		Math	76%

  8:  Reading 90%		•		Math	75%

  9:  Reading 86%		•		Math	67%

10:  English Language Arts 86%		•		Math	67%

11:  English Language Arts 94%		•		Math	86%

2007 TAKS Preliminary Results 
(Sum of All Grades Tested, excluding grade 8 Science)

Reading     87%       90%
Math      75%       79%
Writing      91%       93%
Science      70%       74%
Social Studies     87%       90%

s t a t e d i s t r i c t

p f l u g e r v i l l e  isd:

Economically Disadvantaged:     55.6%    39.9%
Limited English Proficient (LEP):   15.8%    12.5%
Teacher/Student Ratio:     14.9    15.9
Average years Experience of Teachers:   11.5    11.0
Average Actual Salaries, Teachers: $41,744  $41,452

to t a l  s t u d e n t s :  18,730

d i s t r i c t  s c o r e s  b y  g r a d e

18900 Falcon Pointe Blvd.
Pflugerville,	TX	78660		•		594-2800

Principal: Rachelle Warren
open Since: 2006
Total Students: 675

2007 Preliminary TAKS results: Reading 94%, Math 82%

Kelly Lane does not have  demographic statistics because it is a newly 
opened school.

1500 N. Railroad 
Pflugerville,	TX	78660		•	594-2400	
www.pflugervilleisd.net/PCMS

Principal: Steve Fuller
open Since: 1995
Total Students: 928
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 19.2
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 26.8%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 6: Reading 94%,  Math 82%
Grade 7: Reading 86%, Math 79%
Grade 8: Reading 91%, math 76%

2007 Preliminary TAKS results: Reading 91%, Math 80%

1600 W. Settlers Valley Dr. 
Pflugerville,	TX	78660		•		594-2000	
www.pflugervilleisd.net/PMS

Principal: Mary Kimmins
open Since: 1985
Total Students: 1,057
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 16.9
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 35.9%
2006 Accountability Rating: Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 6: Reading 92%, Math 81%
Grade 7: Reading 85%, Math 79%
Grade 8: Reading 89%, Math 72%

2007 Preliminary TAKS results: Reading 90%, Math 78%

428 Kingston Lacy
Pflugerville, TX 78660
594-6800

Principal: Christie olivarez
open Since:  2006
Total Students: 726

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 88%, Math 88%

Highland Park does not 
have  demographic statistics 
because it is a newly opened 
school.

highland park

wieland elementary

900 Tudor House Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660

Principal: Kevin Williams
opening this fall

2006

2007 Preliminary TAKS results: 
Reading 93%, Math 75%

2006 s t a t i s t i c s

2006 2007

* New principals this fall
Source:  www.pflugervilleisd.net, www.tea.state.tx.us, 
Amanda Brim, PISD coordinator for community relations

s t a t e d i s t r i c t
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Pflugerville ISD
Middle School Boundaries

2006-07
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Kelly Lane

Parkcrest

Dessau

Westview

Pflugerville

Pflugerville ISD
Elementary School 

Boundaries
2006-07

1825

pflugerville elementary

701 Immanuel Rd. 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-3800 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/PES

Principal: Genia Antoine * 
open Since: 1978
Total Students: 539
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  
14.5
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 30.4%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 91%, Math 90%
Grade 4: 

Reading 88%, Math 83%
Grade 5: 

Reading 89%, Math 92%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 93%, Math 95%

copperfield elementary

12135 Thompkins Drive 
Austin, TX 78753 
594-5800
www.pflugervilleisd.net/CES

Principal: Dr. Sandra Bell
open Since: 1998
Total Students: 682
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 
14.1
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 73.5%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 82%, Math 84%
Grade 4: 

Reading 86%, Math 86%
Grade 5: 

Reading 72%, Math 85%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 88%, Math 84%

spring hill elementary

600 S. Heatherwilde 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-5400 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/SHES

Principal: Tere Ralston
open Since: 1996
Total Students: 649
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 
14.5
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 35.9%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 96%, Math 96%
Grade 4: 

Reading 85%, Math 89%
Grade 5: 

Reading 83%, Math 85%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 93%, Math 92%

river oaks elementary

12401 Scofield Farms Dr. 
Austin, TX 78758 
594-5000 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/RoES

Principal: Jasmin Khan *
open Since: 1993
Total Students: 499
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  
12.7
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 60.5%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 89%, Math 81%
Grade 4: 

Reading 89%, Math 87%
Grade 5: 

Reading 79%, Math 80%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 90%, Math 84%

northwest elementary

14014 Thermal Dr. 
Austin, TX 78728 
594-4400 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/NES

Principal: Criss Wakefield
open Since: 1986
Total Students: 478
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  
13.9
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 55.3%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 92%, Math 88%
Grade 4: 

Reading 90%, Math 95%
Grade 5: 

Reading 89%, Math 86%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 93%, Math 88%

dessau elementary

1501 Dessau Ridge Ln. 
Austin, TX 78754 
594-4600
www.pflugervilleisd.net/DES

Principal: Denise Monzingo
open Since: 1987
Total Students: 546
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  
15.2
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 54.3%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 90%, Math 88%
Grade 4: 

Reading 86%, Math 90%
Grade 5: 

Reading 83%, Math 89%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 92%, Math 89%

co n n a l l y  h i g h  s c h o o l
13212 North Lamar 
Austin,	Texas	78753			•		594-0800	
www.pflugervilleisd.net/CHS

Principal: Daniel Garcia
open Since: 1996
Total Students: 1,908
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  16.4
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 37.8%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 9: Reading 83%, Math 50%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 82%, Math 61%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 89%, Math 79%

d e s s a u  m i d d l e  s c h o o l we s t v i e w  m i d d l e  s c h o o l

p f l u g e r V i l l e  i s d
1301 W. Pecan Street 
Pflugerville,	TX	78660		•		594-0500	
www.pflugervilleisd.net/PHS

Principal: Larry Bradley
open Since: 1973
Total Students: 2,040
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 17.3
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 23.9%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 9: Reading 91%, Math 67%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 93%, Math 73%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 90%, Math 85%

p f l u g e r v i l l e  h i g h  s c h o o l

12900 Dessau Road 
Austin,	TX	78754		•		594-2600	
www.pflugervilleisd.net/DMS

Principal: Diana Sayavedra-Sustaita *
open Since: 2000
Total Students: 1,007
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 16.6
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 56.8%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 6: Reading 89%, Math 72%
Grade 7: Reading 74%, Math 63%
Grade 8: Reading 78%, Math 54%

2007 Preliminary TAKS results: Reading 84%, Math 71%

1805 Scofield Ln. 
Austin,	TX	78727		•		594-2200	
www.pflugervilleisd.net/WMS

Principal: Ronald Gonzales *
open Since: 1988
Total Students: 821
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 16.1
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 54.0%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 6: Reading 94%, Math 75%
Grade 7: Reading 77%, Math 65%
Grade 8: Reading 86%, Math 61%

2007 Preliminary TAKS results: Reading 90%, Math 70%

windermere primary

1330 Grand Avenue Parkway 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-5600 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/WPS

Principal: Christie Siegel
open Since: 1998
Total Students: 639
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  
15.4
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 43.1%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable

Windermere Primary serves 
students kindergarten through 
2nd grade, who do not take the 
TAKS test.

delco primary

12900-A Dessau Road 
Austin, TX 78754 
594-6200 
www.pflugerville.net/DPS

Principal: Tammy Rebecek
open Since: 2002
Total Students: 663
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  
15.2
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 54.3%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

Delco Primary serves students 
kindergarten through 2nd 
grade, who do not take the 
TAKS test.

2007 Preliminary TAKS results: 
Reading 81%, Math 62%

2007 Preliminary TAKS results: 
Reading 91%, Math 77%

Sponsored by
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Northwest

parmer lane

1806 Parmer Ln. 
Austin, TX 78727 
594-4000
 www.pflugervilleisd.net/PLES

Principal: Mario Acosta
open Since: 1982
Total Students: 646
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 
14.8
2006 Economically 
Disadvantaged: 61.2%
2006 Accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable

TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 94%, Math 89%
Grade 4: 

Reading 92%, Math 96%
Grade 5: 

Reading 88%, Math 89%

2007 Preliminary TAKS 
results

Reading 94%, Math 97%
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Vision of the entertainment 
center

Considerations

       Construction
The price of cement and overall construction has risen since 
Hurricane Katrina. Ice rinks are difficult to construct because the 
chilling mechanisms must be carefully set.
 Number of seats
Too many, and the facility will lose money. Too few, and the facility 
won’t be able to draw big-ticket events. 
 A home team
Having a sports team make its home at the center would help both 
financially and in establishing an identity for Cedar Park.
 Noise control
The land being considered bumps against a neighborhood, so 
transportation and noise must be controlled.
 development
Effectively using the land as hotels, restaurants and shopping 
develop around the center.

Source: May 23 meeting of the 4A board

a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  o u r  r e c e n t 
n o r t h w e s t  a u s t i n  a n d  n o r t h w e s t  a u s t i n 

p u b l i c a t i o n s

Regional  
Impact

Other stories 
www.impactnews.com

during the civil War, many of the 
unionist sympathizers, known 
as Mountain Rangers,  lived in 
the hills northwest of Austin. 
they wanted to destroy the 
gunpowder factory at Anderson 
Mill.

independent films
Although forced to move from 
its popular old location, Arbor 
cinema lives on and continues 
to keep independent films 
available in Austin. 

Gabriel’s overlook residents 
near Georgetown flood 
Leander city council meeting 
with ‘sea of red’ in protest of 
annexation. 

Annexations sparks conflict the ribbon cutting and grand 
opening of the Splash Pad at 
twin Lakes Family YMcA, 204. e 
Little elm trail, was June 14. 

Water works Civil War spies and intrigue

Within two years, Central Texans could be driving to 
Cedar Park to catch an Ice Bats game, the Ringling Broth-
ers Circus or John Mayer in concert.

The idea of a Cedar Park Entertainment Center stumbled 
over the past four years, but a new source of funding and a 
new round of proposals could bring the center to reality.

In November, voters passed a proposition to allow the 
city’s 4A Economic Development Corporation to use funds 
reaped from a half-cent sales tax to finance the planning 
and construction of an entertainment center. 

This is not Cedar Park’s first attempt at an entertainment 
center. In 2005, voters approved bonds for a facility that 
would host the Austin Ice Bats. The project was stopped in 
July 2006 when financial and scheduling issues arose.

Since then, the 4A board researched the business and 
construction of entertainment centers to avoid the pitfalls 
of the city’s previous project. 

After the November proposition passed, the 4A board 
began casting its nets to find a development group in-
terested in the project. Out of several submissions, three 
candidates emerged, and May 23 each of the development 
groups presented their proposals to the 4A board. The 
pitches ranged from a $150 million mixed-use village to a 
more modest $37 million home for the Ice Bats.

story highlights

• ProPosals from three develoPers range in cost from 
$35 million to $150 million

• november bond allows 4a board to control Project

4A corporation reviews first 
entertainment center proposals
By raCHel youenS

The International Facilities Group presented a 5,000 to 
6,000-seat arena at a cost between $35 million and $48 mil-
lion. The company’s past projects include San Antonio’s 
AT&T Center and the Laredo Entertainment Center. 

Their vision for Cedar Park’s project is a flexible place 
where both sports teams and community events can take 
place. They also recommended the city encourage the de-
velopment of a hotel that would support visitors coming 
from outside the city.

The second proposal came from CS&J Management, a 
$37 million project that, if chosen, could open as soon as 
December 2008. CS&J Management is run by Randy Sand-
ers, president of the Austin Ice Bats. 

This proposal comes with the team attached, and Sand-
ers says a name change to the Cedar Park Ice Bats would 
be possible. Even if CS&J is not chosen as the developer, 
the Ice Bats would still consider making the entertainment 
center their home, Sanders said. 

The largest and most costly of the three proposals came 
from Stewart Green Properties, which pitched not only an 
entertainment center, but a full complex of shops, hotels 
and restaurants that would surround the center. It would  
use the entire plot of land and cost about $150 million. 

One of the heads of Stewart Green is Norman Green, 
who is a former member of the National Hockey League’s 
board of governors as well as former owner of the Dallas 
Stars hockey team. With Stewart Green’s proposal came the 
promise he would bring an American Hockey League team 
to the entertainment center.

If the board decides on a proposal, they will bring it to 
the city council for approval, but the entertainment center 
will not go back to voters because the November election 
gave the 4A corporation the power to handle the project.

If the 4A board members decide none of the proposals 
suit the city, they can search for other possible candidates 
or scrap the entertainment center project altogether. No 
timetable has been set for the project yet.

 Current capacity  Capacity upon completion

  Labor, delivery and recovery rooms: 13
  Postpartum rooms: 27
  Cesarean surgical suites: 2
  Neonatal intensive care unit bassinets: 16

  Labor, delivery and recovery rooms: 37
  Postpartum rooms: 61
  Cesarean surgical suites: 6
  Neonatal intensive care unit bassinets: 36

St. David’s North Austin Women’s Center

Parmer Ln

Burnet Rd

MoPac

12221 MoPac

by Christi snow

Local hospitals build and revamp
Seton and St. david’s change to serve new population needs

When the population changes, hospitals 
change too – at the cost of millions of 
dollars. 

In June, St. David’s North Austin Medi-
cal Center dedicated more than $82 million 
towards building a new women’s facility, 
which will double the current capacity and 
meet the needs of a young community.

Don Wilkerson, CEO of the North Aus-
tin Medical Center, said once the project is 
completed in March 2009, the three-story 
building of 177,000 sq. ft. will have labor, 
delivery and recovery rooms and 6,000 sq. 
ft. of retail space that could possibly in-
clude everything from maternity clothes to 
a salon and an expanded neonatal intensive 
care unit, as just a few of its features. 

A sky bridge will connect the second 
floor to the main building. The facility will 
have room to move up another five stories 
and add 200,000 sq. ft. Wilkerson said he 
hopes to eventually have not only OB/GYN 

physicians on site, but other doctors who 
specialize in women’s care.

“This project has me more excited than 
any other that I have ever been associated 
with,” he said.

In other portions of Northwest Austin, 
the demographic is not getting younger. 
It is getting older. That has caused Seton 
Northwest Hospital to respond to a differ-
ent need. 

Seton Northwest was the newest hospital 
in town 16 years ago, and the only major 
medical facility in the Northwest area. That 
is not the case any more, but the hospital 
still plans to keep a competitive edge with a 
prescription of $8.5 million in renovations.

Almost a year after the multi-million 
dollar update began, the hospital has nearly 
completed the series of improvements.

“We’re a community hospital,” said Chuck 
Durant, vice president and chief operating 
officer for the hospital. “We want to be the 

best community hospital possible.”
Durant said Seton Northwest used to serve 

neighborhoods of middle-age patrons who 
required a broad range of services. Now, the 
population has aged, and at the same time, 

the medical field has transitioned, influenc-
ing hospitals to offer mostly intensive and 
chronic care.

“We completely took it up a notch,” 
Durant said. 
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by Katherine Kennedy

NON-PROFiT - HABiTAT FOR HUMANiTy

 Habitat builds foundation for homeownership

Habitat for Humanity
350-7518	•	www.habitatroundrock.org
478-2165	•	www.austinhabitat.org

Closer
    Look 

ReShawn Castille and her son Derek will soon have a 
new home in Round Rock with the help of Habitat for 
Humanity. For Castille, this is a chance to plant roots and 
find stability in the community.

“By owning my own property, I have a new sense of 
pride and am embracing the new responsibilities that 
come along with it,” she said. 

Habitat’s mission is to erase poverty housing and ensure 
every person and family has a place to live, according 
to Linda Sloan, Habitat for Humanity of Greater Round 
Rock executive director. 

Volunteers build and rehabilitate simple houses, which 
are sold, instead of given, to families with no-interest 
loans. Homeowners invest hundreds of hours of their own 
labor into building their house and usually continue to 
become a volunteer to build homes for other families.

However, before qualifying, recipients receive special 
training. Castille has learned how to do her own home re-
pairs and to handle her salary through a special program 
called Financial Peace University. 

The Round Rock location started in October 2003 when 
a group of its citizens recognized an increasing need for 
decent affordable housing. Homes are provided for people 
who live and work in the community. Sloan said the 
homes are built to fit into the neighborhoods.

“We increase a family’s stability by providing them with 
a home,” she said. “They are able to get themselves out 
of poverty, the kids do better in school and the cycle is 
broken for that family. Our homes revitalize the areas they 
are built in and perk up the neighborhoods.”

She said that the money from the homeowners’ 
mortgage payments goes toward building new homes 
internationally.

“Last year, Round Rock gave money ‘house for house,’ 
which means that for each of the three homes we built, 
we gave enough money for three new homes to be built in 
other countries,” Sloan said. “This program helps start a 
never-ending cycle: The more homes we build, the more 
money we have to build more homes.”

Starting in July, the group will expand their network of 
service by merging with the Greater Georgetown team to 
become Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County. The 
new organization will be able to provide services to com-
munities in need that were outside of their areas before, 
according to Sloan. 

“We will begin by focusing on Taylor because there is a 
great need and a strong interest by the community there,” 
Sloan said. “We must have local support to begin in new 
communities. The fundraising and volunteer base is a 
constant need that has to be supplied by the people of the 
community.”

Habitat for Humanity builds only in 
cities – or builds only in rural areas.

Habitat – through local affiliates – is at 
work in cities, suburbs and rural areas 
in highly developed countries and in 
developing countries.

M y T H  V S .  T R U T H

Habitat for Humanity builds houses only for 
minorities.

Habitat builds houses with people in need, 
regardless of race. three criteria drive the family-
selection process: need, ability to repay the no-profit 
mortgage during a 15- to 30-year period and 
willingness to partner with Habitat.

Habitat is an arm of the government.

Habitat for Humanity international is an independent, 
non-profit christian housing ministry. it is not an 
arm of the government, nor an arm of any particular 
church denomination. Habitat does accept government 
funds for the acquisition of land or houses in need of 
rehabilitation. Habitat also accepts government funds or 
services for “setting the stage” for house building.

MyTH:

TRUTH: 

MyTH:
TRUTH: 

MyTH:

TRUTH: 

ReShawn Castille and son Derek break ground for their 
Habitat for Humanity home.
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Anatomy of a city council meeting

Agenda: Understanding the process of a city 

council meeting

The cities of Pflugerville and Round Rock are required by city charter 

to hold two regular meetings each month. 

The Pflugerville City Council has six elected members: the mayor 

and five council members. It meets the second and fourth Tuesday 

of the month at 7:30 p.m. at 100 E. Main St., Ste. 500, Pflugerville.

The Round Rock City Council has seven elected members: the 

mayor and six council members. It meets the second and fourth 

Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 

221 E. Main Ave., Round Rock.

The open Meetings Act requires the council to conduct an 

open meeting when a quorum – at least three members, 

excluding the mayor in Pflugerville, and four members in 

Round Rock – of the council is present for the purpose 

of discussing public business. open meetings must 

be publicly posted and items not appearing on the 

agenda will not be discussed. Minutes of the meeting 

are kept by the city secretary.

The mayor has the ability to change the order 

of the agenda with the approval of all the council 

members.

 Pflugerville City Secretary: Karen Thompson, 990-4363
 Round Rock City Secretary: Christine Martinez, 218-5404

City secretaries

Q: How does a citizen get an item on the city council 
agenda?

A:  Typically, items are placed on the agenda by a city manager 
or a city department head. For a citizen to get an item on the 
agenda, he or she needs to take the concern or issue to the 
correct city department. Items brought to the council during 
citizen communication will be directed to the correct city 
department head, who will gather more information to give to 
the council or provide a solution to the issue.

Frequently asked questions
Q:  What is the role of the city commission, such as planning and 
zoning?

A:  The board or commission will make recommendations based 
on its findings to the city council. All boards and commissions are 
appointed by the council. 

Q: How many votes are required for an item to pass?

A:  It takes at least four votes in Round Rock including the mayor; 
however in Pflugerville it takes three votes. The mayor is only allowed 
a vote to break a tie. 

Q:  How long may a citizen speak on an item?

A:  The council has posted notices on the podium giving citizens 
three minutes to make their comments. In cases where multiple 
people are interested in speaking, the council will often strictly 
enforce this rule. In other circumstances, citizens may be given a 
little extra time to make their arguments.

Sources:  www.roundrocktexas.gov/docs/cc_07_06_14agenda.pdf; www.cityofpflugerville.com; www.roundrocktexas.gov

order of events at a typical city council meeting
 Call to order by the mayor.
 Quorum verified.
 The meeting is declared open by a motion from the mayor.
 United States and Texas pledges of allegiance. Not all cities recite the Texas 

pledge.
 Citizen communications — Citizens are allowed to address the council. In 

order to speak, citizens must put in a request with the city secretary. At the 
meeting there are citizen communication forms. 

 Mayor and city council opening comments — A time for the 
mayor and city council to update each other on things going on in the 

community and in their own business.
 City manager’s report  — An update on current activities and projects.

	 •	Presentations-At	this	point,	the	mayor	may	present	awards	or	issue	
proclamations.
 Consent agenda — Items that will not require a public hearing, or it is the 
second reading of an ordinance. These items are voted on together under one vote 
unless the mayor or a council member wants to remove an item.

	 •	Approval	of	city	council	minutes	from	previous	meetings;	receipt	of	
board and commission minutes; planning and zoning commission minutes; 
community development corporation minutes; any other action items.

 Public hearings — Citizens given an opportunity to provide input on items 
under consideration.

 Regular agenda— Items on which a consensus has not been reached. 
•	Discussion	and	possible	action	by	the	council.

 Executive session  — A closed meeting or session. The council may meet 
to discuss specific personnel matters, certain consultations with its attorney, 

the value or transfer of real property, security personnel or devices, a prospective 
gift or donation to the city, tests that the governing body conducts for purposes 
of licensing, certain economic development matters, certain 
competitive matters relating to a city-owned electric or gas 
utility for which the city council is the governing body or 
certain information relating to the subject of emergencies and 
disasters.
 Open meeting — once the executive session is over, the 
council will reconvene into a general session. The council will 
then consider action on items discussed in executive session.
 Mayor and council closing comments.
 Adjournment.
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Education:  Bachelor’s Degree, Texas A&M University, Master’s Degree, University of 
Texas and principal certification, Texas State University

Family:  one of eight brothers and sisters
Contact information:  594-2000, mary.kimmins@pflugervilleisd.net 

Q.  What has been your favorite position? Why?
A.  I really loved learning all the roles. I think teaching is the core; it’s where the 
connection begins with the students. Teachers are able to get to know the stu-
dents so well and have a positive effect on so many students. The technology role 
was challenging. When I opened Hendrickson, I enjoyed getting to know the stu-
dents and seeing them graduate. Now, I enjoy working with the faculty and staff 
and building relationships with the students. The excitement is in getting to know 
the students.

Q.  What is the best/worst part of your job as principal? 
A.  The best part is being on campus with the students and faculty. It provides 
a family feeling and builds a connection. The least exciting part is what draws me 
away from interacting the students - the paperwork.

Q.  What success stories have you seen? 
A.  Anytime you see a successful student, it is rewarding. When you see the 
spark light up in a student, you know they will be okay. We get to see that every 
year. We make sure students get the education they need. That is exciting.

Q.  What do you hope students remember about you?
A.  That I taught them school is fun and it is a good place to be. Learning will 
help with success in life and education is the way to get what they want.

Q.  What changes have you seen in the district?
A.  There has been an enormous growth. When I started in this district, there 
were only two elementary schools, one middle school and one high school. The 
growth has been incredible. The district continues to try to keep up with the 
growth and be a successful district for the students. The connection between 
people in the district is seen when students come back to visit. Staying in the 
same district, I have had the opportunity to keep growing, continue the learning 
process and remain where I know the people and the district. I know where the 
district is going and I like it. 

Q.  How has teaching impacted your life?
A.  Teaching is my driving force. I think about my students at school (past, present 
and future), and I put them ahead of my own child. My son started in the Pfluger-
ville district in first grade and graduated from high school. He says the education he 
got from the Pflugerville district was the best he could have gotten. The district was 
more diverse and he was able to learn how to be in different types of situations and 
be around different types of people. I owe Pflugerville a debt because my son did 
well in college and medical school.

Q.   What have you learned from teaching?
A.  That you can’t judge a child by its cover. A teacher must get to know the child 
as quick as possible. The sooner we learn about them, we can connect with them 
and meet their needs. Teachers should learn students from the inside-out not the 
outside-in.

Q.  What is the best/worst thing about your job as teacher? 
A.   The best thing is being able to be a positive and loving figure in the students’ 
lives. The students know that I am there for them. The worst thing is how the test-
ing has taken over a child being able to just be an 8 or 9 year-old. Now, they have 
the stress of having to pass the test before they can go on. The state doesn’t know 
what these children go through as far as their home lives. It is horrible what testing 
has done.

Q.  What changes have you seen in the district?
A. The biggest change is the growth. The teachers used to be able to all meet 
before school started at the high school for a breakfast. We all knew each other. Be-
cause of the growth, we have an outstanding district that is recognized state-wide 
for football, test scores and diversity. Pflugerville went from being a farming com-
munity to one in which people come from all over the world with many different 
backgrounds.

Mary Lumbley came to Pflugerville ISD in 1971 
when all three of the schools were on the 

same strip of land. She and another new teacher each 
taught a section of 35 students. Since then, she has 
worked at three elementary schools before moving to 
River Oaks Elementary, where she has been for the past 
14 years.  

“I still love to teach. I am not tired yet. I may not 
agree with the Texas politics, but I am not ready to give 

up teaching,” Lumbley said. “I enjoy seeing students and 
knowing I made an impact on their lives for the best. 

Students recognize me all the time and ask me if 
I am still teaching. I was in Paris, France and 

a young lady came up to me because she 
recognized me as her third-grade teacher. 
That is amazing.”

Mary Kimmins began her career in the Pflugerville 
school district 24 years ago as a teacher at 

Pflugerville Middle School. She continued to hold 
various positions in the district including teaching at 
Westview Middle School, setting up the computer 
networks at Park Crest Middle School and John B. 
Connally High School, working at the central office, 
opening Hendrickson High School as assistant 
principal and back now at Pflugerville Middle School 
as principal. Kimmins believes that each role has 
taught her something valuable.
 “Everything each person does is important. It is 
interesting to see how the different roles mix together,” 
Kimmins said. “The faculty and staff here are 
incredible. We work together as a team and our 
support system is strong.”

Mary Kimmins
Principal, Pflugerville Middle School
 

Mary Lumbley
Teacher, River Oaks Elementary

Education:  Bachelor’s Degree, University of Texas
Family:  Husband, Jack and son, Josh and wife Katy
Contact information:  594-5000, mary.lumbley@pflugervilleisd.net 


