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Round Rock plots next 
economic growth
Need for increased medical service drives 
development of local healthcare industry

by Christi snow

Real estate pros weigh in on 
future of the local market
by Christi snow

 Local home values have increased in 
the last few months, and a couple looking 
for their first house will probably have to 
spend closer to $120,000 instead of $80-
100,000 available in past years, said Larry 
English, a Re/Max realtor in Pflugerville. 
Plenty of land is available and the employ-
ment market is booming.

In the last year, he has seen two positive 
trends he anticipates will boost his busi-
ness—an increased and diversified job base 
and the opening of Toll 130.

Still, buying a home might not be as easy 
as it was in the past. Lenders have—in a 
sense—run out of loans, or at least for those 
with bad credit. These loans, known as sub-
prime loans, are designed to finance buy-
ers whose debt history fails to make initial 
bank approval. Now those who fall in this 
category may not be able to buy property. 

“The division will not be with the have 
and have nots,” Coldwell Banker United, 
Realtors president Helen Edwards, said. 
“It will be by how well you manage your 
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Just like destination shopping at IKEA and the Premium 
Outlets draws people and money from outside city limits, 
destination healthcare may be the next stage in diversify-
ing growth for Round Rock.

“I think this could be the biggest economic develop-
ment opportunity we have had in a really long time,” Alan 
McGraw, Round Rock mayor pro tem, said, “because of 
everything that comes with healthcare. It’s not just the 
hospitals. It’s all the support. The employment opportuni-
ties are limitless and it’s not tied to retail or Dell. We don’t 
have to have a high tech boom. There is always a need for 
healthcare.”

When Dell moved to Round Rock in 1993, the economy 
grew because of the sales tax revenue generated, which 
lowered property taxes for homeowners. The company 
also brought an increased workforce. 

The city realized a need to diversify its tax base and de-
pendence on Dell, which directed Round Rock’s efforts to 

become a local leader in retail shopping. Other companies 
and industries have also moved to the area. Today, Round 
Rock businesses support more than 50,000 jobs. With jobs 
come people and a need for medical services.
Destination Healthcare

The City Council and community leaders believe they 
can catapult the healthcare movement to make Round 
Rock known for its medical and research facilities and 
services. 

“[Healthcare] will serve the existing population while 
appealing to outlying areas for their medical needs,” Mark 
Hazelwood, president of Seton Medical Center William-
son, said.

At the Round Rock City Council winter retreat in Feb-
ruary, a panel of local medical leaders representing Scott 
and White, Seton, St. David’s and Lone Star Circle of Care 
met with council members to discuss building a greater 
medical presence in the city.

Hazelwood outlined the elements required to attract the 
medical industry: high population density, higher-priced 
homes, complete infrastructure including transportation 
and opportunities for continuing the education of a medi-
cal workforce. 

The city is prepared to meet many of these needs, ac-
cording to Ernie Bovio, CEO of Scott and White Univer-
sity Medical Center. 

1876

1928

1888

1993

The most significant  event in the city’s history 
was the coming of the railroad, which relocated 
the town’s business district.

During the 1930s, the Cheese Factory paid most 
of the town’s payroll, keeping an estimated 
900 families from destitution during the Great 
Depression. 

Austin White Lime Company became a 
major employer, hiring many Mexican-
Americans, diversifying the population.

When Dell moved to the city, the population 
was 39,455, which grew to 88,500 people 
last year.

2006
Both IKEA and Round Rock Premium Outlets 
opened, and holiday sales in December, excluding 
calculations from Dell Inc., increased by 31 
percent from the previous year. 

Industries and businesses that 
defined Round Rock’s economy

Economic Drivers 
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Importance of buyer credit score increases with loan shortage 
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If you depend on getting your news 
from the Internet or Associated Press, you 
may not realize that for the most part Cen-
tral Texas is outside the real estate bubble. 
It seems like all of the real estate news I 
read talks about a slowdown. 

As I read these articles, I am saddened 
to hear of California homeowners losing 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in their 
property values. But the real question 
to me is how is our local market doing? 
How are home sales in Round Rock and 
Pflugerville compared to the greater Cen-
tral Texas area? How do we compare with 
the national sales slowdown?

When our staff writer began researching 
this story, she found out perhaps the only 
concern we should have for a real estate 
slowdown is the recent slump of subprime 
mortgages. This is an important national 
trend to watch because it could be the only 

John P. Garrett

thing to intimidate our explosive growth. 
When I talk to local business owners, 

they are confident about our local expan-
sion. There is a lot of investment occuring 
in both cities, which means these next 
couple of years could be good for our local 
economy. 

One of my best resources as a business 
owner when I started this company was 
the Round Rock Chamber of Commerce. 
They have this “can-do” attitude, and 
their support and encouragement helped 
me move forward with the concept of 
the newspaper even when others said it 
couldn’t be done.

I attended the Greater Pflugerville 
Chamber of Commerce annual dinner/
dance March 24. Let me be the first to tell 
you—things are happening in Pflugerville. 
There is a sense of that same “can-do” at-
titude running through the city staff, the 
Chamber, and the local business com-
munity. It is an exciting time to be a local 
business owner in these two communities 
we serve – I am glad I get to be part of 
a company that gets to share these good 
news items each month with you. 
 
  

Publisher’s 
Note

Local news perspective vital 
for community’s development  

Round Rock has 
become known for its 
technological advances, 
but it is also about to be 
a leader in “green” sen-
sitivity as well. In May, 
Designated Tree Part-
ners led by Don Dungan 
and Kang Lee will begin 
building an environ-
mentally-friendly office 
space, in an effort to become the city’s first complex to receive LEED certification by 
the US Green Building Council.

“A lot of people think green projects are just for tree huggers, but green building is 
becoming mainstream,” Dungan said. “It’s good for business. Round Rock is pro-
business, so this is good for Round Rock.”

Once completed, the complex near Old Settlers Boulevard on Greenhill Drive will 
offer tenants seven uniquely designed buildings with Texan-themed names such as 
Windmill and Armadillo. Tenants at Green Square will save at least an estimated 30 
percent on energy costs. Most building materials will come from within 500 miles of 
the construction site, patronizing local business and saving on transportation costs. 
Businesses who work out of the building will earn tax credit for energy efficiency.

“Green doesn’t have to be political,” Dungan said. “There is really not a downside 
to it. It’s a win-win for everybody.”

Already the Williamson County Association of Realtors has committed to buying 
the first building, with plans of moving from their Sam Bass Road location by mid-
February 2008.

Dungan anticipates Green Square may also become home to professionals such as 
architects, title companies and engineers. He would like to attract medical profes-
sionals, which requires the city to create a planned-unit development and he believes 
that could happen in the near future.

Many of the building’s aesthetic features will also serve as environmental 
features. Use of natural light cuts energy costs, as well as improves ambiance, while 
xeriscaping and rainwater retention keep the campus looking naturally beautiful. 
Green Square will also include water features, gazebos, and showers in most office 
complexes.

“It’s not just environmentally sound. It’s green, but it’s also high performance office 
space and architecturally interesting,” Dungan said.

Contractors plan to break ground this spring, and the complex is expected to open 
in 2008.
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City grows “green” development

 A Night of Local Stars
The Greater Pflugerville 

Chamber of Commerce held their 
annual dance and dinner event, 
March 24. More than 200 area 
businessmen and women, local of-
ficials and chamber staff attended 
“A Night of Stars,” which was held 
at Falcon Pointe. Casino Connec-
tion hosted casino games, band 
Maiden Voyage provided music, 
Cherole’s Cakes and Catering served food, H-E-B served dessert and local business-
es provided donations for prizes and raffles. The chamber also announced awards, 
including: Business of the Year:  H-E-B - Pflugerville, Citizen of the Year:  Mayor Cat 
Callen, Chair’s Award:  Karen Duncan.

GPCC annual dance and dinner, “A Night of Stars”
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by Katherine Kennedy

Smoothie shop built on body builders’ passion

Damon Brookins, consultant, and Richard Stone, owner.

City Blends Cafe, Smoothie & Sports Nutrition
Hesters Crossing Shopping Center

next to Gold’s Gym • 244-3700  

Closer
    Look 

Upon entering City Blends Cafe, it is obvious this is not 
just another healthy drink place. Autographed photos of 
famous body builders line the walls and endless bottles of 
nutritional supplements fill the shelves. Started by a former 
body building couple, the establishment guarantees great 
customer service by people who are knowledgeable in the 
sports and nutrition world.

“We are not like the big corporate giants; we do not try to 
push products on our customers. Instead, we offer in-depth 
disclosure about what type, when and how to use our prod-
ucts,” Damon Brookins, consultant, said. “We have superior 
customer service and a knowledgeable staff that can answer 
all of our customers’ questions in-depth. Our atmosphere is 
upbeat, and we have high quality, good tasting products.”

After seven years in the corporate world, Richard Stone, 
owner, decided to start City Blends Cafe in 2005. He and 
his wife, April, wanted to follow their passion, so they 
opened an establishment catering to people who want to 
live a healthy lifestyle. 

“We run a business that offers a product we know exten-
sively. As competitive body builders, we know supplements 
and nutrition,” Stone said. “We write customized diets, do 

consultations and train UFC fighters and body builders.”
The Stone’s cafe stands apart from other City Blends 

outlets.
“We don’t have to follow any corporate structure, 

which leaves us free to be unique. The general City 
Blends concept is set in a gym as a juice bar. We strive 
to be the ‘Super Target’ of City Blends. We have a large 
location, cater to everything in sports and nutrition and 
combine smoothies with sports nutrition,” Stone said. 
“We are in a prime location, next to Gold’s Gym. We 
serve athletes, including members of the Wranglers and 
Round Rock Express. Also, we have a growing customer 
base of mothers and families wanting to start diets and 
begin a healthy lifestyle who come here for advice and 
our innovative products.”

Richard, April and daughter, Bryanna, plan on devel-
oping their business into a successful sports and nutri-
tion establishment in the future.

“Ten years from now, we want to be ‘the place’ to go 
for sports and nutrition. We want to be a landmark loca-
tion that provides a viable competition to the corporate 
entities,” Stone said.

round rock business - city blends cafe

Hesters Crossing

U N i q U e  A S p e C t S  o f  C i t y  B l e N d S  C A f e : 

Body impact drinks:
·   Torque (testosterone booster)

·   No Explode (pre-workout drink)

·   Red Line (energy drink)

·   Superpump 250 (pre-workout drink)

·   Muscle Milk (meal replacement)

·    Cytogainer (meal replacement)

Specialty drinks:

·  Elvis (chocolate, peanut butter and banana)

·  Monkey Business (strawberry and banana)

·  Incinerator (Red Line and strawberry)

45

City Blends 
Cafe

S. Mays
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Event Center
A wedding 

and event facility 
at Brushy Creek, 
Arbor Pointe Event 
Centre opened 
last month at 655 
E. Palm Valley 
Blvd. For more 
information, call 
218-1218 or visit 
arborpointevents.com. 

Serving Center Celebration
Round Rock Area Serving Center will celebrate their 

20-year anniversary, April 7, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 1099 
E. Main St. Food will be provided by local restaurants. 
Enjoy live music and a visit by the Easter Bunny. Help 
stock the center’s shelves by donating six canned food 
items per person. For more information, call 244-2431.

Bistro and Café 
Caffé Panini Coffee and Bistro opened at 1105 S. 

Mays. The restaurant sells gourmet paninis, specialty 
coffee, frappes, kolaches, desserts and pastries. Caffé 
Panini combines a coffee house experience with a bistro-
style panini shop. A conference room is available. For 
more information, call 617-3029.

Local Store Franchises
After less than two years of business, The Party 

Image is opening franchise stores in Pennsylvania and 
Florida. The store at 109 E. Main Street hosts pampering 
parties for girls 17 and under. The owners also hope to 
open additional locations in Lakeway, Cedar Park or 
South Austin. For more information, call 218-9390 or 
visit www.thepartyimage.com.
News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.
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Deli Begins Business
Just recently opened, KD Donuts and Deli 

specializes in donuts and sandwiches. The restaurant is 
at 16420 N. RM 620, Ste. 102. For more information, call 
733-0077. 

Lupus Research Fundraiser
Walk with Us to Cure Lupus will be hosted this 

year at Lakeview Pavilion in Old Settlers Park April 28. 
Organized by the Alliance for Lupus Research, event 
check-in begins at 9 a.m. All proceeds go to Lupus 
research. Register for free at walk.lupusresearch.org.

Texas-sized Race 
 Round Rock-based Lone Star Relays, LLC has 

opened registration for the Texas Independence Relay, 
which will allow participants to follow the path military 
forces took during the Texas Revolution. The event is 
scheduled for March 1-2, 2008. For more information or 
to register, visit www.texasindependencerelay.com. 

Advertising Agency
A new advertising, marketing and public 

relations firm, One Voice Communications, is 
ready for service. For more information, call 388-
2937 or e-mail laukhuf@austin.rr.com 

 Wine Festival for Hospital
The Round Rock Chapter of Circle of Friends 

will host the Eighth Annual Toast to the Rock 
Wine Festival April 15, benefiting the new Dell 

Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas from 
3-6 p.m. at the Jean I. Cochran Community Center at 

7320 Wyoming Springs Drive. To purchase tickets visit 
www.toasttotherock.com.
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Smoothie shop built on body builders’ passion

 Alterations Shop Reopens
Sandy’s, a tuxedo and alterations shop, opened 

last month at 1013 S. Mays near Academy. The shop 
was formerly Sandy’s Bridal, which closed for several 
years before the owner decided to reopen. For more 
information, call 244-1530. 

California Company Relocates
AccuBuild, which develops construction software, 

relocated its corporate headquarters from California to 
595 Round Rock West, Ste. 704. For more information, 
visit www.accubuild.com.

8

1

2

3

4

6

7

6

5

H
arrell 

St. Richard’s pt.

Round 

Rock W
est

9

4

5  

W
yom

ing 

Springs



APRIL  2007� ImPAct news.com ImPAct news.com

by Katherine Kennedy

Mobile snack shop feeds Central Texas community

Tom Ramsey, owner

Snappy Snacks
15630 Vision drive

254-6544 • www.SnappySnacksMobileCatering.com

Closer
    Look 

What started as a small catering service with only one 
truck in 1998 has become a major resource for businesses 
that rely on rolling café services. 

Snappy Snacks was brought to Pflugerville in 1999 to fill 
the small town niche and prepare for growth. Now, they 
own 7,000 units and operate in several cities across Texas.

“I saw a future in Pflugerville, and realized the growth 
potential and beauty this location had to offer,” owner and 
founder Tom Ramsey said. “We have been able to expand 
into the Hispanic market and cater to them. We offer 
Mexican products to cater to their cultural needs.”

Snappy Snacks provides a wide range of services from 
vending machines to culture specific meals. The flexibility 
of the company and its menu items have contributed to its 
success, the owner believes.

“We are versatile; there’s nothing we can’t do,” Ramsey 
said. “We have provided services for everything from col-
lege campuses to movie sets to areas struck by disasters. If 
there is a need for food service, we are there.”  

Catering services are provided to a wide variety of busi-
nesses 24 hours a day.

“Companies who don’t have cafeterias and can’t serve 
all employees are benefited by our services,” Ramsey said. 
“We provide a clean service. Our trucks are inspected on 

a daily basis and cleaned in our $1 million state-of-the-art 
washing facility. None of our food products are kept over 
24 hours to ensure freshness.”

Giving back to the community is also an important 
aspect of Snappy Snacks. In 2003, Ramsey started the 
Celebration of Love and the Foreman-Phillips 
Reaching-Out Center opened to help less fortu-
nate families in 2006. 

“There are too many hungry children in the 
community; over 61 percent of Austin Inde-
pendent School District students qualify for 
the free/reduced lunch. No child should be 
hungry,” Ramsey said. 

The food pantry, which also offers clothing, 
toys and food for people struggling through 
difficult times, is open to anyone with no ques-
tions asked. 

Ramsey’s organization works to help families 
meet their every need, and during the winter 
holiday season, each family receives a Christ-
mas box that includes a frozen turkey, canned 
goods, milk, pie and bread. It is an effort he 
anticipates his company will support in the 
coming years.

pfluger ville business - snappy snacks
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Snappy 
Snacks

Program geared towards feeding the hungry and helping low-income families 
facing difficult times.

• In 2003: its first year, 500 families were fed.   In 2004 and 2005:2,000 families 
were fed.  In 2006: 3,000 families were fed

•  For 2007, the goal is to feed 6,000 families

• In 2006, the Foreman-Phillips Reaching-Out Center (FPROC) opened 

• To get involved by volunteering or donating time and resources, visit 

www.celebrationoflove.org

“We will continue to work with the community as our 
top priority and continue to bring new entrepreneurs 
aboard with us,” Ramsey said. “We will continue to 
provide great service, great food and clean trucks to our 
customers.”



APRIL  2007 7ImPAct news.com

Mobile snack shop feeds Central Texas community

News or questions about Pflugerville? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

Pflugerville
Impact  
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Bank Ribbon Cutting
Citizens National Bank will host a ribbon cutting 

ceremony April 5, 11 a.m. at 601 FM 685. The new 
privately-held bank offers a full-line of retail and 
commercial banking products. For more information,  
call 670-1200 or visit www.cnbanktexas.com.   

Grand Avenue Office Park
Farmers Insurance opened in Grand Avenue 

Office Park at 1433 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 200, 
offering insurance for home, auto, commercial and 
life protection. Agents visit with clients personally to 
ensure they receive the correct coverage. For more 
information, call 251-7100. 
    In the same office complex, Fresh Hair Beauty 
Salon moved into Suite 202. The salon, in business 
for 10 years, provides hair cuts, weaves, braids, 
color enhancements and other services. For more 
information, call 990-1710. 

Event Center in Construction
A special event center, Essence of Elegance 

Ballroom, is finishing construction for a May opening. 
The 6,000 sq. ft. facilty at 2000-A Picadilly will provide 
services for event coordinating, parties, receptions and 
catering. For more information, call 636-0120 or visit 
www.essenceballroom.com. 

Festival Involvement
The 32nd Annual Deutschen Pfest will be May 

18-20, complete with music, a carnival, children’s 
entertainment, a parade, food and a fun run. For 
those interested in sponsoring or volunteering at 
the city-organized festival, call 251-5082 or e-mail 
dpfestpublicity@cityofpflugerville.com.

Summer Lakeside Triathlon
The City of Pflugerville, with the help of Jack 

& Adam’s Bicycle Shop, will host the first Lake 
Pflugerville Triathlon June 24. Registration for the 
event continues until 350 slots are filled. A short sprint 
triathlon, the race will include a 13-mile bike ride, a 
400-meter swim and a 5K run. Cost is $55 for early 
registration or $65 for late registration, which begins 

two weeks before race day. For more information, 
call 415-2523.

Family Practice Clinic 
Scott & White will open their first Pflugerville 

clinic April 16 at 1501 Pecan St. West, Ste. 101-2, 
next to Baris Pizza and Pasta. Four practicing 
physicians will offer pediatric and internal 
medicine care. For more information, call 

509-0200.

Candidate Forum
City and school board elections will be May 12. 

Mayoral candidates include Jeff Coleman, Heath Doyle 
and Rod Reyna. Candidates for City Council Place 1 
are Wayne Cooper and Thomas Home. A candidate 
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American Restaurant
Roasted Red Pepper began serving American-style cuisine 

March 19. The restaurant at 907 FM 685, formerly Venice Café and 
Italian Grill,  is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner with menu 
items ranging 
from pancakes to 
hamburgers. The 
Pepper also has a 
bar and a Sunday 
outdoor venue. For 
information about 
employment, call 
507-0497 
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forum sponsored by the Greater 
Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce will 
be April 10 at 11:30 at Pfluger Hall. For 
more information call 251-7799.

Community-driven Crime 
Alerts

The Travis County Sheriff ’s Office has 
teamed up with online publication
Citizen Observer to share crime 
prevention tips, citizen alerts and press
releases with the community via email. 
Sign up at www.citizenobserver.com/
signup.
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Picadilly

Pflugerville

Healthcare

Solutions, llp

(512)251-0947
 www.phsllp.com

• Wheelchairs • Walkers
• Lift Chairs • Scooters
• Medical Beds
License Medicare & Medicaid provider

Coming Soon...

Durable Medical Equipment
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Subprime Loans

METHOD 2

Most 
lenders and 

investors in the U.S. rely on 
Free Isaac Corporation or FICO 

for credit scores, which range from 
350-800. Anything below 620 is usually 

considered less than favorable. Calculating 
a credit score includes several variables.

  Types of credit in use
  New credit
  Payment history (Usually carries the most weight)
  Amounts owed 
  Length of credit history

money or don’t.” 
Subprime Market

In the last decade, the subprime market became a grow-
ing demand. Financers liked the option because they could 
increase their charges to offset the risk of working with 
clients who had bad credit scores. Potential homeowners 
with less positive debts or past debts liked it because they 
still had an opportunity to purchase property. Round Rock 
lender James Copeland of Austin Mortgage Associates said 
his community, along with Pflugerville, is “highly depen-
dent” on subprime financing, with around 20 percent of 
local buyers using the loans.

However, too many of the loans foreclosed and lenders 
became wary. To create subprime loans, a bank purchases 
a wholesale line of credit from an investors group. Banks 
quit buying the loans in the last few months because of 
too many foreclosures and want the investors to buy them 
back—which means some investors, starting in December 
and January, have opted to move away from subprime fi-
nancing, making the loans unavailable.
Impact on the Community

Edwards used to manage Coldwell Banker sales offices 
in Round Rock from 1998 to 2004, where she watched the 
local market increase and then correct itself due to job 
losses. However, she said as a whole, the area sustained it-
self because it relied on the subprime market. Now that will 
not be an option.

“Certain areas like Round Rock and Pflugerville, 
Pflugerville especially, are prime areas for construction, 
but unless we see ample numbers change in the subprime 
market, we’re not going to see a growing housing market,” 
she said.

K.C. Whetstone with Keller Williams Realty in Round 
Rock has seen similar trends. In 2006, he said he felt a cool-
ing period, but now expects the market to become “quite 
robust” because of employment availability. At the same 

time, he also acknowledges subprime loans may be a prob-
lem. He is just not sure how much.

“It will always be cyclical,” he said. “There will be tight-
ening of the belt like it has happened in the past. Then it 
will get better. For the next several months, it will become 
more difficult for subprime loans.”  

His primary lender, Eddie Mitschke of Preferred Mort-
gage Services, is particularly concerned. Some buyers will 
get an adjusted rate mortgage version of a subprime loan 
called a 2-28. In two years, the loan’s interest rates grow. 

With the recent developments, if a buyer has bad 
credit history, then it will be extremely difficult to get it 
refinanced.

He knows one couple who was 30 days late on a single 
credit card payment, which made their credit score drop by 
85 points. Last month, he could get someone with a 560-
600 credit score a 100 percent loan. Now someone in the 
subprime category with a 620 or more score might qualify 
for a 90 percent option, but that is not even a guarantee. 
Balancing Act

English’s firm handles 80 percent resale real estate and 
20 percent new, with a focus in residential for the Round 

Rock-Pflugerville area. Both cities have a similar market, 
he said. Land is less expensive so homes tend to be less 
expensive. 

For the last four to five years, he has seen the residential 
resale real estate market remain flat. English attributes 
the lack of change to Dell’s decision to lay off thousands 
of employees in 2001. However, now part of Austin is 
exploding.    

“I would be shocked if we didn’t have a good two years,” 
English said.

A home English sold in South Austin two years ago has 
increased in value by 30 percent. English says that is not 
happening as much north of the Capitol. However, he does 
anticipate local real estate will inflate with a five to 10 per-
cent increase by the end of the year. 

 “If our market had a lot of problems with foreclosures, 
we would have a lot bigger problem with the subprime 
loans,” he said. “People are still able to sell their homes. 
So the problem will still exist, but it will not be as big of 
a problem. It will not be as acute as it has been around 
the country. The things that are good in Round Rock and 
Pflugerville will outweigh the bad.”

     

the factors

Tips	to	improve	your	credit	score:
Pay bills on time
Keep balances low on credit cards
Pay off debt rather than moving it around
Don’t open a number of unneeded new credit cards, just to increase 
your available credit
If managing credit only for a short time, don’t open a lot of new 
accounts too rapidly
Have credit cards, but manage them responsibly
Note that closing an account doesn’t make 
the history go away

For a free credit report, visit www.
annualcreditreport.com

Calculating	Credits

Source: Understanding Your FICO Score, Fair Isaac Corporation
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-$13,143 

+3

Round Rock

Number of
homes sold
over last year

Increase 
in average 
selling 
price over 
last year

Round Rock & Pflugerville MLS Area
R e A l  e S tAt e  R e p o R tR e s i d e n T i a l

Oakcreek
Round Rock - 78681
1205 Canary Ct.
Agent: Dan Campbell (512) 699-7082

3 Br./2/1 Ba.         
$219,000

Forest Creek
Round Rock - 78664             
4510 Harvey Penick Dr.    
Agent: Marianne Lamele (512) 789-5775

The Park At Blackhawk
Pflugerville - 78660            
20512 Farm Pond Ln.
Agent: Betty Hilstrom (512) 691-6916

3 Br./2/0 Ba.         
$155,000

5 Br./4/0 Ba.         
$485,000

On The Market

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

19

128

155

206

128

68

19

2

-

Monthly	Home	sales

February 2007

February 2006

January 2007 

December 2006 

November 2006

October 2006

September 2006

83

86

188 

217 

207

229

256

$160,821

$148,914

$148,532 

$170,552

$163,416

$156,516

$154,391

Price Range # of Homes for Sale
Round Rock

Avg. Days on Market

1

86

157

119

6

2

1

2

-

Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

67

49

75

86

92

90

120

271

-

53

82

74

88

62

46

56

438

-

Month  Number of Sales
Round Rock

Average Price
Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

$197,905

$211,048

$192,358 

$198,768

$199,555

$194,428

$191,750

98

92

66 

102 

118

125

131

+$11,907 

Pflugerville

Data provided by Alamo Title Company (www.alamotitle-austin.com)
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Education Center wants to build a new school of nursing 
next year. In January, Scott & White donated $250,000 to 
support the effort and the Texas Legislature has also ap-
proved tuition revenue bonds for project financing, but 
had to approve debt service on the bonds this spring.

The city and economic developers plan to continue ex-
panding from the current infrastructure. Just at the begin-
ning of April, Ayres and the Chamber’s vice president of 
economic development, Joe Vining traveled to San Jose, 
Calif. to visit with potential biomedical and medical man-
ufacturing project managers, in an effort to attract more 
jobs in the healthcare sector.  

 “We want $39,000 or more a year jobs here,” Ayres said. 
“We believe quality jobs bring quality talent, which is given 
back into the community and that is what establishes our 
economic base.” 

Destination Healthcare
CONTINUED FROM |1

“Most of the things are already done,” Bovio said at the 
retreat. “You already have a good quality of life.” 
Increased Care

One doctor’s office is equal in economic force to a $1 
million industrial factory, according to Charley Ayres, di-
rector of business retention and expansion for the Round 
Rock Chamber of Commerce. That includes all the support 
services and employment a physician’s office would require, 
which is one reason why city officials value the possibilty of 
more clinics and medical centers opening.  

“[Destination healthcare] brings in intellectual capital,” 
Round Rock City Manager Jim Nuse said. “The people who 
come here for [medical] jobs have a strong skill set and 
are a better-educated workforce, which increases Round 
Rock’s quality of life.”

Within just the last year, medical and healthcare options 
have increased twofold. Last May, St. David’s Round Rock 
Medical Center opened a second catherization lab and new 
heart operating room and expanded the size of its facility. 

Scott & White University Medical Campus opened its 
clinic last fall, with plans to add a 72-bed hospital in July, 
while Seton Medical Center Williamson will open the first 
phase of its hospital with 181 beds in early 2008. 

“It takes on a life of its own,” Ayres said. “We get new 
hospitals and then clinics come. It starts breeding.” 

Ayres points to America Development and Investments 
Ltd. breaking ground in La Frontera on Reliant Rehabilita-
tion Hospital Central Texas, a 71,800 sq. ft. inpatient reha-
bilitation and skilled nursing center, opening in 2008. 

Just next door, Austin Regional Clinic will move from 
its Mays Street location into a new 250,000 sq. ft. space late 
this summer. 

Expanding the medical industry also demands an ex-
panded workforce. On University Boulevard with the two 
new hospitals, Texas State University’s Round Rock Higher 

In February, Market Street Services Inc. provided a competitive 
assessment  to the City of Round Rock highlighting target industries  for 
the city.  Along with other areas such as technology and clean energy, 
they highlighted healthcare.

  Healthcare and Biotechnology
“Round Rock is currently underserved in many sub-sectors of health care 
services. Focusing on growing this field is a means of growing jobs, as 
well as improving access to health care services in the community, which 
can be an important factor in quality-of-life-based location decision 
making.” 

Source: Market Street Services Inc. 

Who: A partnership of physicians who practice in the Austin, Round Rock and Georgetown 
areas and Reliant Healthcare Partners, Inc. 

Where: Northeast corner of CR 172 and Hesters Crossing in La Frontera

What: Three story free-standing 71,800 sq. ft. inpatient rehabilitation and skilled 
nursing specialty hospital 

 Offers treatment for those who have suffered from stroke, neurological, brain injury 
and other rehabilitation-appropriate patients

 Nursing, therapy and ancillary services 
 50 private inpatient rehabilitation beds, 25 

private skilled nursing beds
 Two inpatient rehabilitation 

gyms
 An outpatient rehabilitation 

center for physical, occupational 
and speech therapy
 A pool 

When:  Opens early 2008

Reliant Rehabilitation Hospital Central Texas
Foundation for Destination Healthcare

McN
eil

Hesters Crossing

CR
 17

2

La Frontera45

Reliant 
Rehabiltation

Austin 
Regional 
Clinic

 

Renderings of Reliant Rehabilitation Hospital

S. 
May

s
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Community  

When Larry Bradley became principal at Pflugerville 
High School he was amazed at his predecessor’s nine-year 
run, but after a decade in the district he began to under-
stand why people stayed. Now with 26 years behind him, 
he looks more to new projects than retirement.

“I’ve stayed at PHS for so long because there was always 
change going on, always a new challenge, something 
to work through,” Bradley said. “It’s not been the same 
problems every year. The community wasn’t even static, it 
was always growing and changing and every year brought 
a new set of circumstances.”

Next year, Bradley will take on yet another challenge as 
president of the National Association of Secondary School 
Principals. During his two-year term he’ll help pass the 
experience and knowledge he’s gained onto other staff 
across the country.

“One of the biggest problems with being principal is not 
keeping the perspective of what the teacher has to deal 
with in the classroom and getting removed from teach-
ing,” Bradley said. “Talking with teachers and understand-
ing what they’re going through is so much better than 
making decisions in isolation.”

Before taking the job at PHS, Bradley was a teacher in 
the Azle Independent School District near Fort Worth. He 
knew the city of Pflugerville as little more than a road sign 
he passed on his way around Texas, but when offered the 

job at PHS the small town appealed to him. When he took 
over as principal, the school had only 500 students. Today 
enrollment pushes 2,100.

Bradley has experienced not only the teacher perspec-
tive and the principal perspective, but also the parent 
perspective. Both of his daughters were students at PHS 
during his time as principal.

“It actually worked out well for them and me. They 
usually showed up when they had forgotten their lunch 
money or to get me to sign a permission slip. The only 
thing they ever complained about was the corny an-
nouncements I would make [over the intercom system]. 
I’m probably guilty of that, though.”

His daughters followed in their parents’ footsteps and 
became educators. Hellen Barczi teaches at Hendrickson 
High School and Reese Weirich, an assistant principal 
in the district, has worked at Immanuel Lutheran Day 
School after the birth of her daughter. Bradley’s wife, Cyn-
thia, English department chairman at Hendrickson High 
School, will retire this spring after 26 years in the district.

One of the biggest ways Bradley feels he’s affected the 
community through the years is through the talent he’s 
helped put back into it. 

“I was able to help Mike Tannehill (former assistant 
principal at PHS) become the principal at Connally High 
School [when it opened in 1996]. Lori Einfalt was also 
an assistant of mine and I was able to help her become 
principal at Hendrickson High School,” Bradley said. “I 
like to think that I contributed to their success and helped 
them on their way.”

Bradley also feels pride for the students he’s turned out 
into the community, but over time he cannot keep count 
of all of them and never knows when one will appear.

“I never go more than two days without shaving 
because I never know when I’ll run into a student at the 
grocery store,” he said. “I have to make sure I always keep 
in line, especially at the football games.”

So with a 26-year career behind him, retirement still 
isn’t a priority for Bradley.

“I always said I’d retire when the job stops being fun, 
but really it’s just getting easier every year.”

by rachel youens

larr y bradley - pfluger ville

Icon

Bradley began his involvement with the 
National Association of Secondary School 
Principals through its regional chapter 
in Texas. He was elected to serve a two-

year term as the national organization’s 
president. Bradley will publicly represent the 
organization at events such as conventions, 
governmental department meetings and 

congressional hearings. Bradley says one of 
his personal goals in the position is to help 
the high school education system break free 
from its original agricultural model.
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Education
                         Businesses and schools encourage students

Focus

In an effort to partner Pflugerville ele-
mentary schools with local businesses, the 
Round Rock Express has teamed up with 
the school district and the Pflugerville 
Chamber of Commerce to begin Partners 
in Education.

The program’s ultimate objective is to 
help school age children set, maintain and 
achieve their goals.

“It is important for our students to learn 
to set goals, work to reach those goals and 
then reap the rewards of their hard work,” 
Supt. Charles Dupre said. “By partnering 
with local businesses, Pflugerville ISD is 
able to provide additional incentives for 
our students to continue striving for excel-
lence in the classroom.”
Building the Basics 

All 1,500 fourth graders in the 15 
Pflugerville elementary schools are 
involved. The district’s goal is for each stu-
dent to read three books, complete a book 
report on one of the three books and know 
all multiplication up to 10 times 10.

“It is going to be a great way for students 

to do some of the tasks that we need them 
to do academically,” Joy Huebel, River 
Oaks Elementary principal, said. “We are 
focusing on reading, writing and arithme-
tic. [This goal] is really attainable.” 

If students complete all of the tasks by 
the beginning of May, they will be given 
a free membership to the Spike’s Kids 
Club through the Round Rock Express. 
The membership includes four tickets to 
five pre-selected games, a T-shirt and an 
Express blanket.

“This project encourages family outings 
and gives the children a chance to contrib-
ute something that the whole family can 
enjoy,” Gregg Miller, director of marketing 
development for the Round Rock Express, 
said. “Winning gives the child a sense of 
accomplishment and recognition.”
Community Funding

The program is possible with the help 
of sponsors. Currently the program has 
five sponsors including, Pfun Delites, 
Wells Fargo, Taco Bell, Chase Bank and 
Wal-Mart. The cost to become a sponsor 

Local businesses reward PISD students’ efforts
by beth Wade

ranges from $15 for one child to $1,500 to 
sponsor a school. 

“We want to encourage local business to 
become sponsors,” Miller said. “No spon-
sorship is too small or too large. We want 
everyone to have a chance to participate.”

Wal-Mart recently donated $10,000 
to the program which will provide 700 
memberships.

“By investing in our school district, 
businesses build ties to our community 
and become a part of the fabric of our 
daily lives,” Dupre said. “Consumers are 
drawn to names they are familiar with, 
and what better way to gain loyal custom-
ers than to contribute to the school district 
that our community is centered around.”

Students only completing part of the cri-
teria will be rewarded for their efforts with 
a guest pass good for two reserved seats. 
However, organizers expect the majority 
of participants will complete the program 
and receive the full reward.

“We are anticipating 90 percent of our 
students being able to do this, maybe 
more,” Huebel said. “These are all things 
they need to know for their curriculum 
anyway. We really think most kids will be 
able to get the whole kit.”

For more information on becoming a 
sponsor, contact the Greater Pflugerville 
Chamber of Commerce at 251-7799 or 
Gregg Miller at 238-2223.
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Inside  p e t  c a r e ,  l a w s  &  s e r v i c e s

Information

p e t  d i r e c t o r y

p f l u g e r v i l l e  p e t  l a w s r o u n d  r o c k  p e t  l a w s

Blue Dog Rescue
2541 S. IH 35, Ste. 200-328
Round Rock
689-6328
www.bluedogrescue.com

Helping Hands Basset Rescue
P.O. Box 1266
Round Rock
218-8883
www.hhbassetrescue.org

Christine Cares
15940 Great Oaks Drive
Round Rock
cmwings31@yahoo.com

Animal Care Clinic
1401 S. IH 35, Ste. 11 
388-2222
Round Rock

Banfield the Pet Hospital
2601 S. IH 35, Pad E
Round Rock
238-7116
www.banfield.net

Forest Creek Animal Hospital
2715 Red Bud Lane
Round Rock
238-7387

Animal Emergency Clinic
2000 N. Mays St., Ste. 112
Round Rock
671-6252
www.aecctx.com

Austin Veterinary Dermatology 
& Allergy
2000 N. Mays St.
Round Rock
716-1326

Round Rock Animal Hospital
404 Chisholm Valley Drive
Round Rock
255-6232
rrah.com

Highway 79 Animal Clinic
1220 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock
388-2998

Great Oaks Drive Animal 
Hospital
15950 S. Great Oaks Dr.
Round Rock
388-4551
www.greatoaksvet.net

Central Texas Cat Hospital
2111 Sam Bass Road, Ste. A700
Round Rock
388-1299
www.centraltexascathospital.com

Drake Pet Hospital
541 Louis Henna Blvd.
Round Rock
310-7387
www.drakevet.com

Capital Area Veterinary Specialist
2000 N. Mays St., Ste. 112
Round Rock
388-0944
www.capitalareavetspecialists.com

McLeod Animal Clinic 
2019 N. Mays St.
Round Rock
255-2547

Veterinary Specialty Center of 
Texas
115 E. Old Settlers Blvd.
Round Rock
744-4644
Animal Dental Clinic
115 E. Old Settlers Blvd.
Round Rock
250-1521
www.veterinaryspecialtycenter.com

Pflugerville Animal Hospital
100 W. Pflugerville Pkwy., Ste. 101
Pflugerville
251-1917
www.pflugervilleanimalhospital.com

White Rock Veterinary Hospital
2700 W. Pecan St., Ste.  315
Pflugerville
670-5400
www.whiterockvet.com

Central Texas Animal Hospital
1200 W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville
251-2274

Home Town Animal Care
1001 FM 685 
Pflugerville
251-2242
hometownanimalcare.com 

Shadow Cats
2111 Sam Bass Road, Ste. 
2000-B
Round Rock
388-3909
shadowcats.net

Westie and Eskie Rescue
Round Rock
388-0645
beott1@sbcglobal.net

p e t  r e s c u e

Dogs must be restrained by a leash no longer than 25 ft. in a park and no 
longer than six ft. in any other public place. If a dog is not restrained by a 
leash, it must be in a secure enclosure or tied with a tie, tether or chain that is 
at least 10 ft.  long and weighs less than 25 percent of the dog’s body weight.

Note: Although Round Rock does not currently have any public leash-free 
zones, the city has plans to expand Lake Creek Park, which will include the 
city’s first dog park.

Although cats do not have a leash law, once a cat is off its owner’s property it 
can be deemed a nuisance and impounded. 

Owners can receive citations with a fine of up to $500 for any of the above 
ordinance violations. 

Source: Kim Harrington, Animal Control Supervisor at 255-7387

Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter. An almost $4 
million dollar project, the 15,000 sq. ft. space includes an initial 
85 kennels for dogs and 60 places for cats.
Adoptions began March 15 with a grand opening celebration 
planned for April. Operating hours are Tuesday through Friday 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
1855 S.E. Inner Loop in Georgetown. 
Adoption fees $85, covers vaccines, spay/neuter surgeries, and a 
microchip. Dogs receive heartworm screening and cats FIV/FeLV 
testing.   
For more information, call 943-1693 or wilcogov.org/ani-
mal_services.

Brushy Creek Veterinary Clinic
15405 RM 620
Austin
255-9725
brushycreekvetclinic.com

The Humane Society of Williamson County announced in March it will no longer euthanize adoptable animals if 
they cannot find a home. HSWC will focus its efforts on promoting adoptions, inexpensive spaying and neutering and 
pet retention services. For more information, call Gretchen Guyer, shelter operations director, at 260-3602 ext. 107.  
To support the Humane Society,  the  Dog Leg Classic golf tournament will be held May 7, at Cimarron Hills Golf 
Course. Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. with a 9:30 a.m. shot gun start.  Registration forms are available at www.
hswc.net or 260-3602 ext. 103 to register by phone.

The Pflugerville City Council recently updated their animal ordinances. 

Owners or pet caretakers must keep an animal under restraint in any public 
place. 

The city prohibits transporting or carrying on any public place any animal in 
an unenclosed motor vehicle (including but not limited to convertibles, pick-
up trucks and flat bed trucks), without restraining the animal by a vented 
container or cage, or by chain, rope or other device cross-tied to prevent the 
animal from falling or jumping from the motor vehicle or from strangling 
on a leash.

Owners can receive citations with a fine of up to $500 for ordinance 
violations.

Source: Lieut. Bill Anderson, Animal Control, at 670-5569
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“Barbette”:  He started in the circus
by Karen r. thompson

Historical  
Impact

Photos courtesy 
of Round Rock, 
Texas: From 
Cowboys to 
Computers 
by Karen R. 
Thompson.

p e t  c a r e ,  l a w s  &  s e r v i c e s

In 1910 barely 1,000 people lived in 
Round Rock, but one boy stood out from 
the others. It was Vander Clyde Broadway, 
a bundle of talent, packaged in a small 
body. After seeing the circus in Austin, 
Vander knew he wanted to be a circus 
performer. 

He begged his parents to let him join 
the circus; finally his mother relented, but 
only after he promised to finish school. 
After graduating from Round Rock High 
School in 1913, he was soon on the train to 
San Antonio to answer an ad in Billboard 
magazine. He joined the World-Famous 
Alfaretta Sisters, and agreed to dress as a 
woman to replace one of the ailing sisters. 
He continued this charade for several years 
and began to develop a plan for a unique 
act of his own.

Next, he joined the trio act of “Erford’s 
Whirling Sensations,” still dressing as a 
woman, and was suspended only by his 
teeth. His costume included huge butterfly 
wings that created the illusion of a giant 
insect in flight. Before long, he was on his 
way to Europe to perform solo as “Bar-
bette, the Enigma.”

Barbette’s act would open with the spot-
light on an elaborately-attired “woman” 
complete with sparkling, plumed head-
dress, and flowing sequined cape. Climb-

ing high above the admiring spectators 
below, the aerialist would delight the 
audience with a series of agile movements 
on the high wire. In the finale, he would 
remove his wig to reveal himself as a man. 
Women would faint in surprise.

During the 1920s and 1930s, “Barbette” 
was the toast of Parisian society, befriend-
ed by European nobility and the literary 
set. For his charade, he received as much 
as $2,000 a performance.

In Paris, he often performed at the 
Moulin Rouge and appeared in the 
French film Blood of a Poet, written by 
avant-garde writer Jean Cocteau. 

In 1938, at the height of his career, 
Barbette collapsed while performing at 
the Lowe’s Theatre in New York. He was 
rushed to the hospital and was diagnosed 
with polio. After recovery, he joined the 
Ringling, Barnum and Bailey Circus as 
aerial and costume director. He staged the 
Japanese Circus finale in Orson Welles’ 
movie, Around the World in 1946 and was 
a consultant to MGM Studios during the 
filming of Jumbo in 1962. 

In 1963 he returned to Texas in failing 
health. He continued to work for three 
months out of the year with the Shrine 
Circus and the touring show, “Disney 
on Parade,” choreographing acts and 
costumes.

His health continued to fail and he 
committed suicide August 5, 1973, by 
taking sleeping pills. He was cremated 
and laid to rest at the foot of his mother’s 
grave in Round Rock Cemetery. A simple 
stone reads “Barbette December 19, 1899 
– August 5, 1973,” a stark contrast to the 

glamorous trappings of a famous man 
whose life was a series of contrasts.

Thompson is author of seven books, includ-
ing Historical Round Rock, Texas and 
Round Rock, Texas: From Cowboys to 
Computers.

Vander had a small frame and his size made it easy for him to convince people he 
was a woman. He was not a transvestite or a cross-dresser. He only wore costumes 
for his act. 
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Each year, 91,000 Texans will be diagnosed with cancer, 
and 34,000 will lose their battle, according to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. ACS is bringing Relay for Life to 
Round Rock and Pflugerville to remember those who 
have lost their lives to cancer and honor survivors. 

“In 2006 alone, we were able to help 581 cancer patients 
in Williamson County. In addition, Round Rock hosted 
245 cancer survivors and Pflugerville hosted 51 in their 
opening lap,” Meredith Maples, Central Texas Region 
community manager, said. “With each year that Relay for 
Life is active in each community, the stronger our mes-
sage gets.”

This year, the event will offer a unique opportunity 
to participate in research of cancer prevention factors. 
Enrollment for the third Cancer Prevention Study 
(CPS-3) will take place at the Round Rock Relay. Round 
Rock was chosen as one of 18 locations from six states to 
participate.

“Past studies have linked tobacco usage and nutrition 
to cancer. There are ever-changing things in the climate 
and environment, and new links to cancer can be made 
through the new study,” Maples said.

The Relay raises money to help prevent cancer, save 

lives and diminish suffering from the disease. It is not a 
race; instead it focuses on team participation with one 
member staying on the track at all times to represent 
cancer never sleeping. Survivors walk the first lap while 
the cheering crowd supports them.

“It is like an overnight festival,” Flor Zapotechne, Cen-
tral Texas regional director of communications, said.

Each aspect of the relay offers a symbolic message for 
participants. The event begins in the evening to symbolize 
the diagnosis of cancer and continues until sunrise, repre-
senting patients leaving their last treatment. Luminaries 
light the way to represent those affected by cancer. Each 
decorated light is different to honor unique individuals. 
The society tries to use the event as a support group for 
those who have been touched by cancer.

“Relay for Life is a catalyst to get the message to the 
community,” Maples said. “Every individual comes to-
gether to fight cancer. It is a catalyst to celebrate survivors 
and caregivers. It shows that the community supports and 
welcomes them with open arms.”

Money raised from the Relay goes toward funding 
research, education, advocacy and services and programs 
in the community.

by Katherine Kennedy

NON-PROFIT - RELAy FOR LIFE

 Annual event supports cancer survivors, research

2006 Relay for Life

Relay for life
2433 Ridgepoint drive, Ste. B, Austin

919-1800 • www.cancer.org

1460

Closer
    Look 

“Early detection is the key. There are a variety of free 
brochures to inform the community on cancer. We have 
people working nationally and locally to ensure the fight 
against cancer is not unheard,” Maples said.

The American Cancer Society provides programs, ser-
vices and materials to cancer patients, survivors, families 
and caregivers. Their goal is to help people with cancer 
and their families in every Texas community. For those 
who cannot make it to the Relay, the society has other 
service opportunities available throughout the year. 

R o U N d  R o C k  R e l Ay
April 14, Dell Diamond
Participants camp on the baseball 
field. Activities ranging from line 
dancers to hypnotist performances

C A N C e R  d o e S  N ot  S to p  f o R  N i G H t t i M e
Why the relay is held through the night:

• The light and darkness parallel the physical effects, emotions and mental state of a 
cancer patient while undergoing treatment.

• The Relay begins in the evening, symbolizing when a person is diagnosed with cancer. 

• 2 a.m. represents the patient starting treatment. They become exhausted, sick, not 
wanting to go on, possibly wanting to give up. 

• 5 a.m. symbolizes the end of treatment. The light can be seen and life will continue. 

• The end of the Relay signifies the cancer patient leaving their last treatment. Both the 
cancer patient and the relay participant are weak and exhausted, but resolved to finish.

p f lU G e R V i l l e  R e l Ay
April 20, Park Crest Middle School
A survivor’s tent will be on the field 
and will include rocking chairs for 
survivors who are unable to walk.
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 Annual event supports cancer survivors, research A Taste of Local Pizza FlavorsNeighborhood
         Dining

pizza places

Recognized for years as the place to 
eat some of Austin’s best stuffed and thin 
crust pizza, Mangia first came to Round 
Rock last summer.
Our favorites: Spinach pizza in a stuffed

crust; the Chicago Special, Canadian 
bacon and pineapple with a pepperoni-
stuffed crust pizza and pepperoni pizza 
with the thin crust.

Ambience: Save Mangia’s pizza for a
night when you have time to sit and 
enjoy the restaurant’s friendly, inviting 
atmosphere.

1700 E. Palm Valley, Ste. 300, Round Rock 
Sun-Thurs, 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m., Fri-Sat, 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m. 
238-6300 • www.mangiapizza.com

Mangia

1202 FM 685, Ste. B5, Pflugerville
Open 11a.m. - 10p.m. Daily
990-3587 • www.pizzawings.com

Pizza & Wing Pfactory

Brooklyn Pie Co.

2711 LaFrontera Blvd., Ste. 330,  Round Rock 
Open 10:30 a.m. - 10:30 p.m. Daily
255-1414, take out or delivery • www.brooklynpie.com

Saccone’s is “pizza with a Jersey atti-
tude,” but the mood is that of New York 
City. The walls are covered in license 
plates with New York street names, 
photos of the New York skyline at night, 
baseball legends and Italian mafia. The 
wall next to the register is dedicated 
to “The Sopranos.”  Pizzas come in one 
large size and the crust, sticking to the 
New Jersey-style pizza, is thin meant to 
be folded to be eaten. 
Our favorites: Cheese. Besides pizza,

they also serve hot and cold sand-
wiches, strombolis, salads and pasta 
dishes. 

Saccone’s

Buddy & Al’s
Buddy and Al’s became Round 

Rock’s first take and bake pizza shop 
last year after opening on RM 620. 
The take and bake offers a quick 
alternative to delivery pizza. In 
minutes, you can take home a pizza 
with your favorite toppings, salad 
and custard for a dinner everyone 
will enjoy. 
Our favorite: The garlic cheese bread 
was a great preface to our meal 
with fresh dough, white and yellow 
cheese and a spread of garlic. In 10 
minutes the bread was ready for 
us to enjoy, with our cheese and 
pepperoni pizzas only a couple of 
minutes behind.

Brooklyn Pie Co., advertised as authentic 
East Coast pizza, is an excellent place 
to stop by for a slice of pizza for lunch, 
but it’s also fun when the weather is 
inviting to sit outside and enjoy good 
food and the eve-
ning.  The menu 
has choices 
with names 
like Central 
Park, Span-
ish Harlem, 
Hell’s Kitchen, 
and the Manhattan. 
Our favorite:  The Laguna with arti-
choke hearts, green onion, cheddar 
cheese, spinach and freshly grated 
Romano cheese. (small $12) Served by 
the giant slice until 5 p.m.

Roy Ayala, 
Brooklyn Pie Pizzamaker

Pizza and Wing Pfactory, a new addi-
tion to the Pflugerville pizza scene, offers 
a sports bar atmosphere without smoke 
and rowdiness.

The inside dining room is small but 
offers great aromas.
Our favorite: Guests can enjoy Chicago 
deep dish pizza or thin crust that offers 
an almost guilt-free eating experience. 
Lunch specials range in price from $4.95 
to $5.95 and include everything from 
sandwiches to burgers to pizza and 
wings. 

Pecan Street

FM 620
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La Frontera Blvd.
CR 172

7399 O’Connor Drive, Round Rock 
Sun. - Thurs. 3 - 8:30p.m. , Fri. - Sat. Noon - 9p.m. 
671-8383 • www.buddyandals.com

1205 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 37, Round Rock
Mon. - Sat. 11a.m. - 10p.m., Sun. 1 - 9p.m.
255-3300 • www.saccones.com

Mangia
Saccone’s

Buddy & Al’s

Brooklyn Pie

Pizza & Wing 
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Future Land UseTransportation Update

Community  

PFLuGERvILLE PkWy.PFLuGERvILLE PkWy.

F1 Swenson Farms Village
 A 60-acre office/retail site is 
planned.

F2 Picadilly Estates
Beginning construction in May, 
the lower income housing 
facility will have 164 units for 
residents age 55 and above.

To qualify for residency, an 
individual must earn between 
$14 K and $24 K per year.  Salary 
bracket increases with number 
of family members.

Widening to 4-lanes on Pflugerville Park-
way — Completion date Summer 2009
Reconnection of Shultz Lane to Grand 
Avenue Parkway — Completion date 
Summer 2009
Extension of Pflugerville Parkway to 
Greenlawn Boulevard — Completion 
date Summer 2009
Widening of Pecan Street to Toll 130 
— Completion date Winter 2008
Extension of Pflugerville Parkway to Toll 
130 — Completion date Summer 2009

North Pflugerville

Several improvements are planned for the 
corridor in order to improve traffic flow.
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SPRING TRAILS

Location.  Location.  Location.
Business Law #142:

Where you place your business goes a 
long way to determine your success.  Why 
settle for a banker whose decision maker 
is in Charlotte, North Carolina? Our people 
know this area - call us to see how we can 

help you grow your business.

For commercial 
needs call 
Landy Warren 
at 255-2501

1.  Round Rock
500 Round Rock Avenue
(512) 255-2501

5.  Pflugerville
1600 West Pecan (FM 1825)
(512) 251-7889

3.  Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Road 
(512) 259-2443

MEMBER FDIC

2.  Dell
549 Louis Henna Blvd.
(512) 218-3910

4.  Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr
(512) 246-6010
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For commercial 
needs call 
Janice Heath 
at 251-7889
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North Pflugerville

Future Land Use

Several properties are on the market and many are 
in the process of being rezoned for commercial 
use.  With extensions to both Greenlawn Boulevard 
in Round Rock and Toll 130 planned, Pflugerville 
Parkway is being developed to establish it as a 
favorable corridor for business.

Sponsored by First Texas Bank and Don Quick & Associates
North Pflugerville

Commercial Property
Greenview Development  11,000 sq. ft. site 
development on the east side of Wal-Mart 
 — Fall of 2007  
Game Stop
Subway   
Great Clips  
Angels Day Spa
Chase Bank Opening in May 

In the first quarter of 2008, completion of 
the next phase will include Capital One, 
Starbucks and Taco Bell.   

 

CP1

H1 - St. Elizabeth

T4

Residential Real Estate
R1 – Swenson Farms Development

24-acre detention pond that is designed to aid in flood control.

R2 – Alexan - Swenson Farms
375 apartment units by Trammell Crow Residential

2 floor plans for 1-2 bedroom luxury homes

Completion expected this fall

R3 – Spring Trails
425 total homesites will be completed in Summer 2008 by KB 
Home

Phase 1 recently opened and Phase 2 construction is set to begin 
in July

11 floor plans available
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In 1932, the Pflugerville mission was estab-
lished.  With the initial purchase of eight 
acres, the first chapel of St. Elizabeth 
Catholic Church was established in 1984 
on Pflugerville Parkway.  Since that time, 
the church has grown and now occupies 23 
acres.  

H1
History
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Neighborhood will include a 6-acre park, 2 pools, 
playscapes, a community center and a 4-acre 
pond

R4 – Highland Park
Approximately 270 homes currently occupied

Approximately 1,333 homes to be built when 
project is complete. 

Estimated completion date - 2012

Starting price from the $130,000

Neighborhood amenities include park, hike and 
bike trails, pool, pool house, playscape, soccer 
fields and basketball court.
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Oak Grove

FM 2243

CR 270

village of Messina

Rail Station

HEB Plus!

Leander Transit 
village

High Point Business Park

San Gabriel Pkwy.

FM 2243

2,300 acres ready for development Villages of Messina
• 317 acres of mixed-use 
development including 45 
acres of commercial growth 
and 750 residential lots 
• Model homes open Spring 
2008

Leander Transit Village
• 150 acres of mixed-use 
development including 
commercial and residential 
growth within walking 
distance of station
• First phase opens Fall 2008

 High Point Business Park

• 141 acres, a portion in the 
edge of the TOD, west of US 
183

H-E-B Plus!
• 280,000 sq. ft of business 
space, including 150,000 sq. 
ft. of grocery

Capital Metro
• Leander Park & Ride
• Commuter rail station 
opens late 2008; will travel to 
downtown Austin

Future road

a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  o u r  m a r c h  i s s u e  i n 
t h e  l e a n d e r / c e d a r  p a r k  p u b l i c a t i o n s

Regional  
Cowman first conceived the idea of a tran-
sit-oriented development in his city, the 
project has drawn developers who want 
to shape that dream. The city projects the 
TOD will house a population of 30,000, 
creating a tax base of $2 billion.  

 “More of the structure is in place that 
was meant to support the TOD in the first 
place,” Pix Howell, the city’s urban design 

Impact
Update: Leander TOD
by Christi snow

bus system also opened Leander Park & 
Ride, while voters  approved a commuter 
rail, which will run to downtown Austin 
starting in 2008. 

Howell believes the opening and build-
ing of the transportation played an instru-
mental role in the initial draw to Leander. 
It is the reason WY Atlantis purchased 317 
acres in the zone for the future Villages of 
Messina. Rick Castleberry represents WY 
Atlantis partners Allen Jones and Wyatt 
Henderson who bought the land. 

“There is no other place with as good of 
north-south, east-west roads in the Austin 
MSA—and they have got the rail,” Castle-
berry said. 

Once the development is finished it will 
include around 750 residential lots, 45 
acres of commercial lots and 70 acres of 
greenbelt. WY Atlantis will also build High 
Point Business Center, a 141-acre commer-
cial district with an eastern portion within 
the TOD. 

The projects are not the only ones emerg-
ing in the near future. Lance Hughes and 
his partners have plans for the currently 
titled Leander Transit Village to open in 
2008.

“Leander is probably the most forward-
looking city I have dealt with,” Hughes 
said. 

Developers invest in city’s plan

All roads—and rail—in western Wil-
liamson County seem ready to lead to Le-
ander and a future of growth. 

Nearly a year and a half after Mayor John 

Rail on Track for 2008 Arrival

 

New Pluckers Location
Pluckers Wing Factory and Grill will open a new location in 
May. The restaurant is taking over the old Lone Star Café 
space near Lakeline Mall. The bar offers wings and sauces, 
soups, salads, sandwiches, desserts and appetizers.

1890 Ranch Update
The 1890 Ranch development is expected to 
open next spring on FM 1431. Ground breaking 

was March 23. Along with a SuperTarget, Circuit 
City, PetSmart and a theater, it will feature the city’s first 
Academy Sports & Outdoors and Chick-Fil-A. 

In 2004, Austin and surrounding areas 
supported a Capital Metro plan for commuter 

rail with nearly 62 percent voter approval, and 
beginning in 2008 
it will be running 
Austinites from the 
downtown Convention 
Center to Leander in 
around 55 minutes.

Other stories 
www.impactnews.com

officer, said. “De-
velopers have been 
waiting to see the 
promises are ful-
filled.”

The TOD concept 
focuses on creat-
ing an environment 
where residents can 
live, work and play 
all within walking 
distance, while also 
having easy access 
to transportation. 
Originally, the plan 
for Leander’s TOD 
centered around 
road projects, such 
as 183A Toll, the toll 
road that opened 
March 3 to the east 
of US 183.

Capital Metro’s 

Reale’s (re-al’-eez) Pizza and Café is a true family 
restaurant with beginnings dating back more than 
twenty years.  In the beginning, there was father 
Bob who did the marketing, 
mom Marie was the chef, 
sister Rena was the waitress, 
brothers Sal and Jimmie were 
the pizza men and Gino was the 
dishwasher.

Tradition key to Restaurant’s Classic 
Italian Dishes
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Joe Carpenter
City Engineer, Pflugerville
 

tom Martin
Director of Transportation Services, Round Rock 

Education:  Bachelor of Civil Engineering from Lehigh University 
Family:  Wife Tracy and son David, 6 years old.
Contact Information:  251-2679,  joec@cityofpflugerville.com

Q.   What are your responsibilities?
A.   The main part of my job is capital improvements. Right now we have about $15 
million worth of development under construction, which is about the same as the city’s 
operating budget. We have had that number to $40 million. In the near future, we could 
easily see an increase again to the $30-$40 million range. I am also in charge of regulating 
developing projects and commercial development. I handle public concerns regarding 
engineering or give technical guidance when required and assist in correlating commercial 
development.

Q.  What are the primary considerations for a city when deciding where to put a 
road?
A.  We look over key features such as enhancing safety and the expansion among devel-
oping land. Public safety, drainage and flood plains are all considerations. There are soil 
and environmental considerations. I also like to look at existing projects for correlating 
road enhancements. 

Q.  What is your most challenging road project in the city and why?
A.  East Pecan Street widening all the way from FM 685 to 130. We should be under con-
struction by the end of this year. There are multiple jurisdictions along the road with some 
of the road in the city and some in Travis County. There were many right-of-way acquisi-
tions, numerous utility relocations. The existing subdivisions mean there are lots of land-
owners, so we had to take them into consideration. 

Q. What project are you most proud of and why? 
A. It was in 2005. We had to update the design guide and constructions standards. The 
standards were adequate at the time, but we were having significant growth, so we need-
ed to get ahead and protect our infrastructure inherited from development. We had to find 
out what the community wanted and then come up with a win-win for everybody.

Q.  What aspect of your job gives you the biggest headache?
A.  I get the biggest headache from construction change orders, which are unforeseen 
problems that were noticed in the construction phase. It impacts time as well as additional 
costs. 

Q.  What are your responsibilities? 
A. I am responsible for basically the construction of the arterial systems, the corridors in 
Round Rock, and its maintenance. I am in charge of planning, building and maintenance.

Q.   What is the primary consideration(s) for a city when deciding where to put a 
road? 
A.  We look at the best functionality, where it would provide transportation for the most 
motor vehicles, at the place where there will be the most connectivity. On the arterials we 
want to be linking the roadways so people can easily travel between where they work, live 
and play. 

Q.  What is your most challenging road project in the city and why? 
A.   It’s going to be Hesters Crossing at IH 35. It’s very complicated to build. We’re going 
to have to keep traffic flowing while we build a bridge. We’re also working with the state 
highway department and Williamson County to help fund the project. There are a lot of 
challenges to keeping a partnership like that together while we work on it for the next 18-
20 months. It’s like a jigsaw puzzle in the air. It’s going to be an exciting 18 months.  

Q.  What project are you most proud of and why? 
A. A.W. Grimes [Boulevard]. It’s just about done and will be a six-lane connection. When 
it’s done it will run from 45 to US 79 and will provide connection from Georgetown to 
Round Rock to Pflugerville. It will be a major carrier, but it was a major project that was 
very complicated. Once it’s open, it would provide a lot of mobility for people.

Q.  What aspect of your job gives you the biggest headache? 
A. I get the biggest headache from trying to build major projects, but minimizing the 
traffic impact. We’re not always successful, but we try keeping everyone happy.

Education:  Bachelor of Civil Engineering, University of New Mexico
Family:  Wife, three adult children
Contact Information:  218-5562, tmartin@round-rock.tx.us

Joe Carpenter grew up in Katy, Texas near Houston. 
His love for math and science drew him to study 

engineering in Pennsylvania at LeHigh University and 
future employment in Maryland. However, he knew he 
wanted to get back to his home state. Since his sister lived 
in Austin and his parents retired in Georgetown’s Sun City, 
he moved to Pflugerville where he has worked since 2001. 
Now that he is back in Central Texas, he does not 
plan to leave anytime soon.

“I want to be here as long as possible,” he 
said. “I want to watch Pflugerville grow 
and grow along with it.”

Tom Martin began his career working in the 
transportation department in New Mexico, but moved 

to South Texas in 1986. Eventually he relocated to Round 
Rock where he appreciates the city’s ability to provide the 

financial resources to build roads.
“I like it here,” he said. “It’s fast-paced and my days go by 

real fast. The city gives me the opportunity to build 
good quality roads. It’s not a lot of cities that will 
give you millions of dollars and say to build roads 
as fast as you can.”

When seconds count...rapid treatment for heart and minor emergencies.

Located at 38th St. and Lamar Blvd.
512-407-7000 • www.HeartHospitalofAustin.com

EMERGENCY CARE
with a greater sense of urgency.

#1 RANkEd HEARt PRoGRAM iN tExAs bY HEAltHGRAdEs [FouR YEARs iN A Row].


