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Round Rock welcomes skatepark
Parks and Recreation department expands trails, ball fields
by Mandy Hobby

Wal-Mart to accelerate retail
Store signals increase in Pflugerville’s tax revenue
by CHristi snow

Farmland on FM 685 still surrounds the new Wal-Mart 
Supercenter scheduled to open next month. Small shop-
ping centers and businesses spatter the area where the ru-
ral road runs between Pecan Street and SH 130. 

However, Pflugerville’s economic development director, 
Charles Simon, anticipates the corridor will soon evolve 
into a major epicenter for the city. Already, he has noticed 
an increased interest in the properties around the area. 

 “It will be the most traveled roadway in town and will 
have the most commercial activity,” Simon said. 

He said Wal-Mart’s entrance on FM 685 is just the initial 
stage in the thoroughfare’s development and the resulting 
financial benefits. 

In the first year of the store’s operation, city finance di-
rector Lauri Gillam projects it will generate $800,000 for 
the city budget. Around $300,000 will come from property 
tax and another $500,000 in sales tax.
New Stage of Development

Beyond the money Wal-Mart provides, Gillam said the 
store’s decision to come to Pflugerville also suggests the 
city has entered a new stage of economic development.

Property tax revenue funds most of the general opera-
tions in Pflugerville, requiring one of the highest property 
tax rates in the region. 

While Plugerville’s rate for the 2006-07 fiscal year was 
.635 cents for every $100 value, neighboring Round Rock 
cuts that number almost in half with a .36021 cents rate.

 However, the Pflugerville City Council in 2001 stated a 
desire to change that burden on homeowners by increas-

After more than 10 years of requests 
from Round Rock’s growing skate com-
munity, the city’s Parks and Recreation 
department will open the first phase of a 
$390,000 skatepark this month behind the 
Clay Madsen Recreation Center on Gattis 
School Road.

Locals will be able to enjoy a 5,000 sq. ft. 
concrete bowl and also look forward to the 
second, and final, phase to begin construc-
tion next month. Expected to be finished 

in May, the second phase is a 7,500 sq. ft. 
street course complete with handrails and 
steps.

“There has been a lot of support and mo-
mentum driving us to come up with this 
park,” Rick Atkins, parks and recreation di-
rector, said. “We have learned that the skate 
community is not just teenagers, but adults, 
as well. They will finally have a place to go 
besides the streets around City Hall.”

The Seattle-based design firm, Grindline, 
designed the park after city staff met and 

Restaurant Review
Little Red Wagon
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worked closely with the skaters in the com-
munity to see what would meet their needs 
the best.
New Trails

According to David Buzzell, Round 
Rock’s park development manager, the de-
partment is also working on the Greater 
Lake Creek Trail, part of the city’s master 
plan that will link several of the existing 
trails together.

The two-mile trail begins at the Clay 
Madsen Recreation Center and heads east 
to Turtle Creek, northwest to Lake Creek 
Park and ends at Greenlawn Park. Con-
struction will begin in April and should be 
completed  by the end of the year.

Also part of the trails master plan, the 
Brushy Creek East Trail opened last sum-
mer in the Forest Bluff subdivision. The 
trail begins at Forest Bluff and runs along 
Brushy Creek to the Sonoma neighbor-
hood. Along with the tall trees lining the 
trail, the area features amenities such as pa-
vilions and a playscape.

“It really is a beautiful trail and definitely 
one of the more popular,” Atkins said, not-
ing that he had just run the trail.
Ball Fields Renovation

In order to upgrade the aging baseball 
fields built in the ‘70s, the parks depart-

Dan Balderas, owner

What Wal-Mart brings:

Transportation 
Benefits

Projected $800,000 in 
property, sales taxes during 
the first year of business

Employment for 300+ 

36 general merchandise 
departments

A new streetlight 
at Pfennig Lane and FM 685

Pfennig Lane road expansion 
and improvement

Prepare for summer with 
the help of local businesses
Pages 14 - 15

 “[The skatepark] is a long-time coming.
The city probably needed it about five 
years ago. They are finally catching 
up. Texas is finally catching up with  
California and Arizona. I think the city 
will be surprised how used it is.”

Photo by Seth Johnson and Darrell Lowrance.

Community Corridor
Pages 20 - 21

Skatepark designed by Grindline takes shape 
behind Clay Madsen Recreation Center.

Matt Messner, owner
Mustache Skateboard

1011 Gattis School Rd., Round Rock



FEBRUARY  20072 impAct nEws.com impAct nEws.com

   

When I was in high school the popula-
tion sign in Pflugerville had just changed 
to 4,444. The sign it replaced showed 
population 792.  

As a student, we had an hour to travel 
to the Burger King or Hardees in Round 
Rock to grab a bite to eat during lunch-
time since there were few options for fast 
food nearby. We would sometimes go as 
far as Hwy. 79 for Long John Silver’s – and 
still make it back before Principal Bradley 
noticed. 

I learned how to drive a stick shift on 
what is now the fast-developing Grand 
Avenue Parkway/A.W. Grimes Boulevard. 
Back then, however, it was a barely-paved, 
two-lane road. 

Many cities have this kind of history 
– but few have its potential for growth. It 

is fun to reminisce, but it is also exciting to 
envision its future.

The development near SH 45 and SH 
130 and the new Wal-Mart is big news in 
Pflugerville. Those who live here are used 
to shopping in Austin or Round Rock. 
Driving down Pfennig Lane or FM 685 to 
do the shopping will be easy to get used to.

On another related note: I have noticed 
how easy and quick it is to travel around 
Central Texas now the toll roads are open. 
Think about it - people might have been 
reluctant to travel here in the past because 
of the congested traffic.

Now it is a simple commute, especially 
with the upcoming opening of US 183A. 
Maybe now is the time for our local busi-
nesses to begin thinking how to attract 
other markets. Round Rock businesses 
have always had a can-do attitude about 
growing their market share. The toll roads 
may have just increased our ability to grow 
our market - something that could help 
make 2007 a great year.

John P. Garrett

Publisher’s 
Note

Spending money in Pflugerville
 gets easier all the time

w w w. i m p a c t n e w s . c o m

Williamson County acquires 25 acres for new Round Rock annex 

Williamson County finalized the transaction Jan. 12 on 25 acres of land  
purchased for approximately $2.725 million from the Bradley Family Trust for the 
county’s new Round Rock Annex. The land is located on Old Settler’s Boulevard, a 
four-lane divided east-west thoroughfare that connects to IH 35 and FM 1460, just 
east of Sunrise Road. Since first contracting for the property in October of last year, 
the county conducted several studies of the land to determine its feasibility for the 
project, including environmental, soil, utility, floodplain and other studies. 

The Round Rock Annex is currently located at 211 Commerce Cove, which 
is about a mile west of the new location, and was completed approximately 20 
years ago when the county’s population was a bit more than 100,000. Williamson 
County’s population now is around 330,000 and the county needs a larger facility 
to serve the needs of the citizens. The new annex will house the offices of the 
precinct one commissioner, justice of the peace and constable as well as space for 
EMS, a sheriff ’s office substation, the tax office, the health district and possibly 
others. Also, a community room for public meetings is planned. 

The next step in the process is to hire an architect. Once the firm is selected, 
the architects will design a conceptual plan. At that point, the county will host a 
public meeting to discuss the project, show the plan and receive public input, most 
likely in the late spring. The county anticipates the building will be completed in 
approximately two to three years.

Round Rock conducts study of need for red light cameras 

During January, the City of Round Rock conducted a study determining the need 
for cameras to monitor red light violations at busy intersections. Temporary cameras 
will go at 15 different major points of crossing. Drivers will not receive citations 
during the course of the study. 

“We’re just gathering information,” the city’s Communications Director Will 
Hampton said. “We need to see whether we have five cars or 25 cars driving through 
the lights.” 

Meanwhile, the city will employ the help of the police department for driver 
observation while also completing an engineering analysis to identify possible 
visibility issues, the length of time before a light change and any other related 
problems. Residents can also give their input at www.roundrocktexas.gov/survey.

By the beginning of February, the city hopes to present their findings to the City 
Council who requested the information about red light violations last year during 
their summer retreat. If a problem is detected, it could result in any number of 
changes—including installing cameras that would be used to issue citations. 
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	Our	Web readers sound off on Pflugerville growth

I don’t live in Pflugerville city limits, but we do a majority of our business in Pflugerville. If I were in the city limits, I would want more 
business to help with the tax burden. I would like more types of businesses to locate in the area. We do have a lot of fast food and 
restaurants and not enough retail department stores in the city limits. 

-Derial Lutz 
Pflugerville has little option to hinder new business. The days of a small town Texas bedroom community are over. In order to keep with 
the progress of our neighboring towns it is imperative to encourage growth and lower the property tax burden. Not only will it entice 
new residents, it will foster a commercial boom. 

-Jamie Snook
If Pflugerville doesn’t start bringing in new businesses then that means that our money is being spent in other cities. Also if the property 
taxes keep getting higher then people will not be moving to Pflugerville but to these other surrounding cities. 

-John Esch

Subscribe to Community Impact’s weekly E-Newsletter
Free and easy to sign up at www.impactnews.com
   Receive all the breaking news happening between issues of Community Impact Newspaper

John P. Garrett

©2007 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction 
of any portion of this issue is allowed without written 
permission from the publisher.
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by Christi snow

Law firm helps county collect taxes

Debra Hunt, Williamson County Tax Assessor-Collector and Harvey Allen, law 
partner.

700 Jeffrey Way, Ste. 100
323-3200  • mvbalaw.com

Closer
    Look 

M. V. B. A., 
P.C.

Old Settlers Blvd.

Jeffrey Way

McCreary, Veselka, Bragg and Allen, P.C. law firm moved 
from Austin to Round Rock in January partly to be near 
their largest client, Williamson County. The firm serves as 
the tax collector for every government entity in Williamson 
County, except the city of Round Rock and Round Rock 
Independent School District.

Since it opened in 1961, the firm has operated in Central 
Texas helping local government collect delinquent taxes. 
If residents fail to pay their bill to the county, then MVBA 
will make sure they do. That can be difficult when it means 
foreclosing on someone’s property.

“Sometimes we try to help when there are real hardship 
cases,” law office partner Harvey Allen said. “We have heard 
every story. Some people, you feel sorry for them and the 
law allows some slack, but sometimes there is nothing you 
can do. At the end of the day, we have our duty.”

MVBA works within a less practiced area of law, and can 
name only two other firms in the state they consider major 
competitors—even then they believe they offer have more 
to offer clients. 

“This firm was built on integrity and service,” said Clyde 

Craigen, who has worked with the company for 35 years. 
“That is it. Period. What we tell you is going to happen, 
happens. You can take it to the bank.”

Allen notes how business has changed for the firm. 
In the early years, secretaries kept everything logged in 
paper documents and typed letters individually. Now 
their firm has more than 160 employees, including 15 
lawyers, who operate everything from a call service to 
a mailroom to a department that locates people who 
have moved or disappeared before paying their taxes or 
delinquent fees.

Four years ago, MVBA added a fines and fees depart-
ment to their list of services after the Texas Legislature 
gave law firms the ability to provide a collection pro-
gram for the courts, meaning the attorneys can collect 
delinquent court fines and fees, mostly Class C Misde-
meanors, such as traffic violations. 

As the elected Williamson County Tax Assessor, 
Deborah Hunt first started working with MVBA in the 
late 1990s. She remembers looking at a spreadsheet of 
six law offices before deciding on MVBA. For her, the 

Round Rock Business -  mccReaR y,Veselka, BRagg and allen, p.c. 

M o r e  t h a n  9 8  p e r c e n t  of residents pay their property taxes on time, according to Harvey Allen, a partner 
of the MVBA law firm. However, for the less than two percent who do not, they will still have months of warning before local 
government takes legal action.

o c t - n o v - Local government sends tax bills to residents

F e b - M a r c h - Residents receive payment reminders, but until payment is made, penalties for late payment increase 

M ay - Residents who have not paid receive another reminder, which will include a paragraph warning if they fail to pay by 
June 31, they will become delinquent, meaning they must pay interest and possibly receive legal action against them.

J u n e  3 1 - A tax payer becomes delinquent if he fails to pay the bill from the previous year.

J u ly - The MVBA law firm will contact the delinquent tax payer, warning of the ensuing legal action.

firm’s willingness to make themselves accessible to their 
clients swayed her support in their favor. MVBA purpose-
ly opened an office in Georgetown, right by Hunt’s office. 
Their close location, she said, saves the county both time 
and money.

“They do a wonderful job, but they are also kind,” she 
said. “They are aggressive where they need to be, and 
they are attentive to where they need to be. They are very 
service-oriented.” 
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Tax Agency Ready for Service 
A CPA agency, Tax Express, opened in Cirkiel 

Commons across from H-E-B at 1901 E. Palm Valley 
Blvd., Ste. 217. The firm specializes in accounting/book-
keeping, tax preparation and payroll services. For more 
information, call 255-2077. 

Family Fitness Opportunity
Tri TX 2 Step will host a family race event, Feb. 11, 

at 8 a.m. Register early to participate in the Chili Du 
and Parent 1 Miler, held at the Round Rock Premium 
Outlets. Register as a youth or as a family team. 
Organizers will provide a variety of awards and special 
prize drawings. For more information, go to www.
tritx2step.com or call 296-9299 or 413-1759. 

Sandwich Shop Offers Old-
Fashioned Fare

Wicked Sandwiches opened at 2051 Gattis School 
Road, Ste. 630 in the Randall’s Shopping Center. The 
restaurant offers oven-roasted sandwiches and hand-
dipped milkshakes. For more information, call 244-9046.

Unique Food Store Opens
Edible Arrangements, at 115 Sundance Pkwy., Ste. 

410, held their ribbon-cutting in January. The store offers 
unique fruit and chocolate arrangements. For more 
information, call 244-4932.

News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

Law firm helps county collect taxes
2 Salon and Spa Adds New Location

The Beauty Store Salon & Spa, an Austin-based 
company, opened a new location at the intersection of 
RM 620 and IH 35. The store is a full-service salon that 
offers almost 30 brands of professional salon products, 
along with a selection of jewelry and gifts. For more 
information, call 733-8333.

Women’s Club Gala
The Chaparral Women’s Club is entering its 

38th year of community service and fundraising 
for Round Rock area organizations. This year’s 
major fundraising event, “Puttin’ On the Ritz 
Chaparral’s Gala 2007,” is scheduled for March 

3 at the Marriott Hotel, 2600 La Frontera Blvd. 
Tickets are $125 per couple, which includes 
dinner, cocktails, a silent and live auction and 

entertainment by The Sophisticates. Purchase 
tickets from any Chaparral member or e-mail 

tickets@rrchaps.org.

Physical Therapy Clinic Opens
Therapy in Motion will host their grand opening 
Feb. 8, 5:30-7 p.m. The new physical therapy clinic is 
located at 2301 Red Bud Lane, Ste. 300, across from 
Albertson’s. For more information, call 248-1200.

Community Choir Performance
The Round Rock Community Choir will host 

a Casual Classic Concert, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church at the corner of Hwy. 79 and 
Mays Street. The formal concert will have a mixture of 
classical and fine choral music. Bring a canned good for 
the community food pantry. 
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Salon moves to Renaissance Square 
SunKiss’d Beauty Salon has moved into the Renaissance 

Square at 1401 S. IH 35, Ste. 200. The salon, owned by 
manicurist Kim Salinas, also offers acupuncture treatment 
and laser hair removal. Cande Dominguez, Deana Ritchie 
and Bonnie 
Wagoner, hair 
stylists, are still 
with the salon. 
Walk-ins are 
welcome for nail 
and hair care. For 
appointments, 
call 828-0600.

93
hesters crossing

la Frontera 
blvd.

7

FM 3406

university blvd.
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by Mandy hobby

Hobby becomes profession for local photographer

Elmar Hernandez, owner.

104 railroad ave.
252-4800  • evhphotography.com

e l M a r ’ S  F o r M u l a  F o r  c a p t u r i n G  a n  i M a G e

Closer
    Look 

Image Capture

• Know subject(s)
• Use of lighting
• Use of color

+

Elmar Hernandez, owner of E.V. Hernandez Photog-
raphy in downtown Pflugerville, decided to open his 
own business in 2002 after taking severance pay from his 
corporate job of more than 20 years.

“I was sitting at home watching Oprah after taking sev-
erance and decided to get up and do something,” Hernan-
dez said. “I decided to try my hand at my own business.”

Hernandez began taking photographs as a yearbook 
photographer in high school in San Diego, Texas. The 
summer after his senior year, an old classmate called and 
requested Hernandez photograph his wedding. It was 
not long before Hernandez received another call and his 
career as a photographer began.

He continued this sideline business through college and 
saved enough money to purchase his first camera. After 
college and marriage, Hernandez continued purchasing 
additional equipment with the money he earned taking 
photographs.

“I recognized the talents I had, and people trusted me 
with recording images,” Hernandez said. “Every Saturday 
for three years, I had an event to go to.”

His experience and love of capturing moments in time 
led to Hernandez’s decision to fulfill a lifelong dream 

of owning his own business. After settling down with 
his wife and three daughters in Pflugerville, he chose 
his space in downtown Pflugerville next to Old Prague 
Market.

“I didn’t want to be remorseful at 50, but I wanted to 
say I tried that, whether I succeeded or failed,” Hernandez 
said. “I had three daughters watching and learning that if 
you put your mind to it, you can do anything. Not only 
did I learn that by doing this, but my kids did, too.”

According to Hernandez, one reason he has succeeded 
is because he uses full digital professional photography. 
He is able to have a monitor in the camera room so he 
and his clients can view images immediately. He is able 
to adapt the lighting and also make the process more 
interactive.

For Hernandez, photography isn’t just about taking a 
picture, but capturing a moment in time of a family or 
individual.

“Whether they get it here or somewhere else, record the 
images because in no time at all, the family will grow and 
they are headed out,” Hernandez said. “We do it so we can 
remember who we are, what we are and where we came 
from.”
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News or questions about Pflugerville? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

Pflugerville
Impact  

Hobby becomes profession for local photographer

FM 1825
Pecan St.

Pfluger Ln.
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Local Law Enforcement Course
The 27th Travis County Sheriff ’s Citizen’s Academy Class 

begins Feb. 20 and is accepting applications. The course is 
divided into 13 Tuesday-evening classes where participants 
learn about the responsibilities of a Sheriff ’s deputy and 
getting involved in the community. For more information, 

call Senior Deputy Vincente Galloway at 854-4989 
or e-mail vincente.galloway@co.travis.tx.us for an 

application. 

Fundraiser Event
The Pflugerville Circle of Pfriends will host a 

Bingo night March 2 at Pflugerville Lion’s Club 
Hall on Railroad Avenue. All proceeds go to the 
Dell Children’s Medical Center. Food is available  

 at 6 p.m. and Bingo starts at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call Rita Hodde at 278-0866. 

Arbor Day Activities
In recognition of Arbor Day, the city’s Parks and 

Recreation Department will host a celebration, Feb. 10 
from 8:30 a.m.-noon. The event will take place at Lake 

Web Site Design Office 
In January, Kim Wendland located TopLineSite 

to the Central Commerce Office Park at 15901 
Central Commerce Dr., Ste. 505. The Web site design 
company was formed to meet the needs of local and 
start-up businesses. For more information, visit www.
toplinesite.com or call 535-4226.

Chinese New Year Celebration
Formosa Art Teahouse, at 200 E. Pecan St., is 

celebrating the Chinese New Year Festival each 
Saturday from Feb. 17-March 
4 from 2-8 p.m. Festivities 
include a Chinese KungFu 
tea demonstration, a Chinese 
calligraphy presentation, ancient 
Chinese poetry reading, a 
concert and a drama. For more 
information, call 989-8678.

Plaza Accepting Tenants
The Plaza at Grand Avenue, located near IH 35, 

is accepting leasing applications and has secured a 
convenience store tenant. Plans call for the 23,500 sq. 
ft shopping center to open in June, and will include 
Asian and Mexican food stores, along with medical and 
dental service offices. 

Elementary School Anniversary 
Springhill Elementary School, 600 S. Heatherwilde 

Boulevard, will celebrate its 10th year anniversary 
March 3, 9-11 a.m. Jeff Burnett, former school board 
president, Randy Reese, the school’s first principal and 
Charles Dupre, current superintendent, will be present. 
Former teachers and studetns are invited to attend. For 
more information, call 594-5400.

Pflugerville on Pflugerville 
Parkway, and attendees 
will be able to  help plant 
trees. If planning to attend, 
please e-mail April Thomas, 
the city forester, at aprilt@
cityofpflugerville.com or 
call 990-4392. Water and 
refreshments will be provided, 
but bring shovels, rakes, gloves 
(labeled with your name), work 
clothes and sunscreen.
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Library upgrading 
Internet public access

The AT&T Foundation awarded 
the Pfriends Pfor Pflugerville’s 
Pfuture (Pf4) a $9,458 Excelerator 
grant to help upgrade the no-cost 
public access computers and meet 
the growing public Internet need 
at the Pflugerville Community 
Library. 

The library reordered 300 copies of Pflugerville: A Heritage to Remember 
sponsered by the Pflugerville Heritage Society and are on sale there for 
$15.00.

Library Director Debra Lewis, Library Board Chair Robert Spoonemore, 
State Representative Dawnna Dukes, Pf4 Secretary Michelle Pundt and 
Susan Merrick, representing AT&T Foundation
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CONTINUED FROM |1

Rec expansion
Brooks Bennett wasn’t at the Round Rock 

City Council meeting for skateboarding--he 
was there for work. As technology specialist 
for the city, attending the meetings is part 
of his job, but when the avid skateboarder 
saw the new skatepark was on the agenda 
and a group of local boarders had come to 
speak, he approached them. He became 
fast friends with the skaters, and soon 
joined the committees and focus groups 
that would determine the park’s design.

“Designing the park was a neat, collec-
tive process,” Bennett said. “Everyone in 
the committee introduced themselves and 
found we had  over 100 years of collective 
boarding experience.”

One struggle the focus group had was 
convincing the city to use concrete rather 
than prefabricated ramps.

“Modular equipment is what a lot of parks use but it’s dangerous. I have scars on my 
leg from being cut by a broken ramp at another park,” Bennett said. “They break and 
have sharp edges and the maintenance is costly.”

Skatepark Steering Committee member Darrell Lowrance presented a letter to the city 
council in May pointing out the noise and danger of modular equipment. The city de-
cided to go with concrete, but it wasn’t enough to just find any concrete company. They 
wanted a company that knew the needs of skaters and the science of skateparks. 

Grindline specializes in designing and building skateparks, and has built some of the 
country’s top attractions. Central Texas’ shallow bedrock poses a difficulty in building 
deep skate bowls,  so rather than building straight down they saved money by building 
the dirt up.

“A concrete skatepark is like a sculpture, like a piece of art,” Bennett said. “No one is 
ever going to be able to duplicate it anywhere in the world and hopefully even a person 
who doesn’t skate can stand at the bottom of a ten-foot bowl and appreciate it.”

Bennett expects the park to be a regional attraction for Round Rock, and points out 
that few cities take a chance on building a nice facility. 

“The process of designing the park helped me meet so many new people and has 
made the skate community more tight knit,” Bennett said. “The park will engage kids 
who aren’t participating in team sports. It gives them a way to congregate in a positive 
way.”

Park design incorporates 
skate community

Brooks Bennett, the city’s technology specialist, left, 
meets with local skaters to view preliminary designs 
and take input.
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Funding will be provided by the parks 
and recreation budget and the cashing of 
bonds.

Round Rock has promoted the city as the 
Sports Capital of Texas since 2003. Nancy 
Yawn, Round Rock Convention and Visi-
tor’s Bureau director, is excited to enter into 
a new market with the adult softball fields.

“The ball fields are truly going to make 
our facilities tournament class facilities,” 
Yawn said. “The softball complex will open 
up a new market for us. It really shows 
the commitment the city is making to the 
campaign.”

ment will add 10 softball fields and reno-
vate the existing 20 baseball fields at Old 
Settlers Park, beginning in September.

The $13 million renovations will provide 
a five-field girls softball complex, a five-field 
adult softball complex, a girls bathroom fa-
cility and improvements to all fields.

“There has been a growing need for 
baseball in the community and the smart-
est way for us to do that was to upgrade,” 
Atkins said.

Finished Trail

Future Trail

Double Creek

Rusk

Forest Creek

Clay Madsen 
Rec Center 

Lake Creek 
Pool

Recreational Connections

Greater Lake Creek Trail - 2 mile trail - Construction begins in April to be completed by the end of the year.
Brushy Creek Trail East - completed last summer
Skatepark - Phase 1 complete in February.  Phase 2 complete in May
Ball Fields - 5 girls softball fields, 5 adult softball fields, girls’ bathroom • construction to begin in September
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Information

Corner of CR 122/Redbud and Hwy. 79
4500 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 128
Round Rock
255-9111
New HEB Plus on Hwy. 79
1700 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock
926-3278
Cambridge Square on Hwy. 79
900 Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 1010
Round Rock
255-9322
Wal-Mart
2701 S. IH 35
Round Rock
255-2679

Inside Pflugerville Office Park
1202 FM 685, Ste. A3
Pflugerville
251-0212
Corner of FM 1825/Springhill Lane
15608 Spring Hill Lane, Ste. 111
Pflugerville
251-8639
At FM 1825 in HEB Shopping Center
1420 Wells Branch Parkway
Pflugerville
926-3278

1406 FM 1825
Pflugerville
251-6588
2601 S. IH 35, Ste. C200
Round Rock
341-9221

110 N. IH 35, Ste. 140
Round Rock 
255-0690
Wal-Mart Supercenter
4700 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock

Jackson Hewitt Locations

H&R Block Locations

Ross Buchholtz, CPA 
116 E. Main Ave.
Round Rock
388-7617 
Crow MacKey & Co. 
1516 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock
255-7110
David W Conrad, CPA 
209 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock
255-7527  

Local Certified Public Accountants
Jeff Monzingo, CPA
203 N. Railroad Ave. 
Pflugerville
251-5668
Duane Blakeslee, PC
203 N. Railroad Ave.
Pflugerville
251-5611
Liberty Tax Service 
117 E. Pecan St.
Pflugerville
670-9200`

The City of Round Rock, along with Community Tax Centers is offering 
free income tax preparation by IRS-certified volunteers until April 16. 
The tax services are free for families who make $50,000 a year and 
individuals making $25,000 a year. 
The tax preparations will be Monday, Tuesday, Thursday from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., Friday from 9 a.m. to noon, and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Allen R. Baca Center. For more information, call 218-5499.
Other locations are at Goodwill Headquarters near US 183/IH 35 and 
WorkSource near Highland Mall. 

Turbo Tax will help you prepare your taxes and can be found online at 
www.turbotax.inuit.com or in most office supply stores and retailers. 
Prices range from $19.99 to $99.99.

Round Rock CPA David Conrad advises people to slow down and read 
instructions carefully to avoid confusion and tax mistakes. 

• Don’t forget to sign each form with the name on your social 
security card. 
• Make sure to use the correct social security number when filing out 
your return.
• You can only claim yourself once. Parents of teenagers or first-time 
filers can not claim them as dependents if they claim themselves.
• Remember to file last years return if you filed for an extension last 
year.
• If you made money in another state this year, don’t forget to file 
your tax return in that state.
• Need a CPA? Don’t wait till the last minute to schedule an 
appointment. 
• If you are unsure about completing your taxes on your own, seek 
help. Visit www.irs.gov or call the local office at 499-5127. 

Common Income tax preparation errors

Tax Tips from a Certified Public Accountant

Avoid refund loans if at all possible. The interest rates are usually high 
and electronic filing can yield a refund in as little as 10 days. 

If you are planning on using a tax preparer, be sure to ask up front for 
the total cost. Most tax services make their money in hidden fees, so 
ask.

Remember to keep your tax returns on file. If you are called up to 
be audited, you will need those records. Some preparers won’t keep 
them, it’s important to ask if they will.

March 15 - Corporation tax returns are due.

April 16 - Income tax returns are due, along with extensions and first 
estimated tax payments for self employers for the 2007 tax season.

Dates to Know

1040 EZ

Who qualifies for the 1040 EZ:
 Students who are not dependents
 Apartment dwellers
 You or spouse are under 65
 You have no dependents
 No adjustments (no deductions)
 You earned under $100,000 this year
 Students who are not dependents

Possible deductions on 1040:
 Sales tax deductions
 Earned Income Credit
 Child Tax Credit
 $250 expense deductions for teachers
 Tuition deduction for students or parents

If Claiming Specific Deductions File a 1040 Form

For tax tips and advice, several other Web sites are available. You can 
visit turbotax.inuit.com, hrblock.com or jacksonhewitt.com for more 
information to make tax time less stressful. 

For more information on deductions, visit irs.gov. 

Travis County Tax Assessor’s Office
5501 Airport Blvd.
Austin
854-9473

County Tax Assessors
Williamson County Tax Assessor’s Office
904 S. Main St.
Georgetown
943-1601

Hammond & Zatopek, PC
201 W. Bagdad Ave. 
Round Rock
255-6700
 Versatile Tax Services, LL
3000 Joe Dimaggio Blvd. 
Ste. 76, Round Rock
535-7332
Tax Express!
1901 E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
Ste. 217, Round Rock
255-2077
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+$14,348 

-1

Round Rock

Number of
homes sold
over last year

Increase 
in average 
selling 
price over 
last year

Round Rock & Pflugerville MLS Area
r e a l  e S tat e  r e p o r tR e s i d e n t i a l

Mason & Ryle
Round Rock - 78664
1230 Red Bud Lane
Agent: Cheryl Jenkins (512) 255-1060

3 Br./2/0 Ba.         
$449,312

Wood Glenn
Round Rock - 78681             
2841 Chatelle Drive     
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

Wood Glen
Round Rock - 78681            
2824 Chatelle Drive
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

5 Br./3/0 Ba.         
$310,000

4 Br./3/1 Ba.         
$310,000

On the Market

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

22

147

179

187

111

56

15

4

-

Monthly	Home	sales

December 2006

December 2005

November 2006

October 2006

September 2006

August 2006

July 2006

217

210

207

229

256

287

285

$170,552

$150,729

$163,416

$156,516

$154,391

$167,091

$153,901

Price Range # of Homes for Sale
Round Rock

Avg. Days on Market

9

96

138

97

3

-

2

2

-

Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

61

68

75

89

95

94

143

-

-

67

74

85

113

36

35

-

-

-

Month  Number of Sales
Round Rock

Average Price
Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

$198,768

$184,420

$199,555

$194,428

$191,750

$196,506

$200,318

102

110

118

125

131

151

166

+$19,823 

Pflugerville

Data provided by Alamo Title Company (www.alamotitle-austin.com)
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Economy changes
CONTINUED FROM |1

ing the sales tax base through commercial 
growth. Already, they have seen results. 

The city’s goal for 2006 was an eight per-
cent sales tax revenue increase. Simon said 
the revenue from sales tax actually grew by 
21 percent. Wal-Mart and the new develop-
ments to follow will only add to this grow-
ing revenue source, he said.
Stone Hill Town Center

‘For Sale’ signs have begun to spot the 
roadside along FM 685. Last December, the 
City Council approved an economic devel-
opment agreement with NewQuest Prop-
erties for one million sq. ft. of retail space, 
named Stone Hill Town Center, at the in-
tersection of nearby SH 45 and SH 130. 

Simon thinks prospective businesses are 
waiting to evaluate the prices and values of 
all possible sites before they decide whether 
to invest at the toll roads or FM 685, which 
is closer to downtown.

Although NewQuest has not named its 
anchor stores yet, Target and Home De-
pot are possible options. The developers 
anticipate final announcements within the 
next few months, and the first stores should 
open Spring 2008.

Similar to the agreement made with Wal-
Mart, Stone Hill also has standards for the 
center’s appearance. The city believes resi-
dents want more business, but not at the 
cost of aesthetics. 

Citizens’ Concerns
As chair of the Pflugerville Council of 

Neighborhood Associations, Rod Reyna 
remembers homeowners’ concerns about 
Wal-Mart, particularly regarding its exte-
rior. Project developers offered to meet as 
many times as needed with the homeown-
er’s associations to alleviate any potential 
problems. 

Reyna said after numerous discussions, 
the city, businesses and neighborhoods 
reached a workable agreement. Instead of a 
traditional Wal-Mart storefront, the build-
ing has a more decorative entrance, which 
he believes better reflects the community. 

He also noted the addition of a new road 
and stoplight, along with road improve-
ments that came through the Wal-Mart 
initiative. Reyna appreciates residents can 
stay in Pflugerville to buy.

“I think it is good we have a place for 
people to shop locally so the tax dollars 
don’t go elsewhere,” he said. “This is a cata-
lyst for other retail that will meet the needs 
of our community.” 

Simon also highlighted the store’s ability 
to keep people in Pflugerville. Although he 
recognizes some residents may continue 
to have doubts about bringing Wal-Mart 
because of its potential to harm smaller 
business owners, he thinks the store will 
have an opposite effect of what some might 
anticipate.

“It will change shopping patterns,” he 
said. “If some residents of ours are doing 
some Wal-Mart-type shopping then they 
were leaving town.” 

Now he hopes shoppers will have fewer 

reasons to look beyond city limits for their 
needs, which will encourage them to visit 
other local vendors. 

Pflugerville is also potentially in the po-
sition to attract more business because of 
its easy access to three major highways, IH 
35, SH 130 and SH 45. Simon noted the city 
has another valuable resource available to 
employers—people. With the retail coming 
and the transportation in place, he said it is 
only a matter of time until Pflugerville at-
tracts major corporations.

“I am confident,” he said, “that we are go-
ing to have an announcement this year of a 
corporation coming.” 

Pflugerville

Round Rock

Georgetown

Comparison of city 
property taxes

.635
$100

.36021
$100

.36728
$100

Cedar Park .51807
$100

Leander .5963
$100

City property tax rates for the 2006 - 07 fiscal year.

How do you feel about the Wal-Mart Supercenter opening down 
the road?
We’ve got mixed feelings about it. You hate to see another Wal-Mart come 
into a small town, but it’s positioned well for me. When I first thought it 
was going across town over by the Dairy Queen, I was worried. Now that it 
is down the road, that’s not a problem. The added traffic it generates will 
offset any business it might take. At least that is our hope.

How do you think it will affect other neighboring businesses on FM 685?
Really, there’s not a lot over here. It is not going to hurt the Sonic. It won’t hurt the printing shop. It might hurt the convenience stores, but there 
is not a lot of retail. For the people on the other side of town, I bet they wish it was by them because of the traffic. That is what happened in 
Taylor. The Wal-Mart came and it killed downtown because all the businesses realized they needed to be nearby the Wal-Mart. So they moved 
and that is where all the business is.

So because of the added traffic, you are not worried?
Well, we’re hopeful. We will have to see.

Mark Gaddy, co-owner of Gaddy’s True Value Feed, 
Garden and Hardware on FM 685, has worked at the 

store his father opened for more than 20 years. Minutes 
from the new Wal-Mart, he is aware that the franchise 
will impact his business.
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Dance Spot
602 McNeil Road, Ste. 180
Round Rock
244-3363 
www.thedancespotx.com 

Dance Works
16333 S. Great Oaks Drive, Ste. 120
Round Rock
248-8323
www.thedanceworks.com

L’A.R.T. Dance Project
2000 S. IH 35, Ste. Q4 
Round Rock
310-2999
www.lartdanceproject.com

Metamorphosis Dance Academy
900 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 220
Round Rock
246-6047
www.metamorphosisdance.net

Baja Fresh
2711 La Frontera Blvd.
Round Rock
255-7800
www.bajafresh.com

Beluga Japanese Restaurant
661 Louis Henna Blvd., Ste. 300
Round Rock
255-6454

Hakata Sushi & Asian Grill
900 E. Pecan St., Ste. 800
Pflugerville
670-5050

Hoody’s Subs
1205 Round Rock Ave.
Round Rock
244-7166

Keva Juice
3107 S. IH 35 
Round Rock
255-9000

Fire Bowl Café
150 Sundance Parkway
Round Rock
248-2695
www.firebowlcafe.com

Jason’s Deli
117 Louis Henna Blvd.
Round Rock
238-9023
www.jasonsdeli.com

Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sandwiches
115 Sundance Parkway, Ste. 390
Round Rock
600-0381
www.jimmyjohns.com

Mongolian Grille
115 Sundance Parkway, Ste. 420
Round Rock
716-1900

Origami Japanese Cuisine
110 N. IH 35, Ste. 200B
Round Rock
238-6522

Pecan Street Deli
103 E. Pecan St., Ste. B
Pflugerville
251-0296

Smoothie King
150 Sundance Parkway
Round Rock
600-5464
www.smoothieking.com

Souper Salad 
2601 S. IH 35
Round Rock
238-6942
www.soupersalad.com

Subway
1700 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock
388-1548
www.subway.com

Subway
3750 Gattis School Road
Round Rock
388-0428

Subway 
100 12th St., Ste 102
Pflugerville
251-1117

Thundercloud Subs
1110 N. IH 35 
Round Rock
244-6573

restaurants/Smoothies

GNC – General 
Nutrition Center
603 Louis Henna Blvd., Ste. 135
Round Rock
246-9962
www.gnc.com

GNC
2000 S. IH 35 
Round Rock
244-2870

GNC
1420 Wells Branch Parkway, Ste. 200
Pflugerville
989-3633

Supplements USA
1852 Red Rock Dr.
Round Rock
310-8275

The Vitamin Shoppe
3151 S. IH 35 
Round Rock
310-5718
www.vitaminshoppe.com

Academy Sports & Outdoors
1351 S. IH 35
Round Rock
246-4600
www.academy.com

Sportsman’s Warehouse
3203 S. IH 35 
Round Rock
218-8880
www.sportsmanswarehouse.com

The Railyard
3400 Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock
244-1831

health & Diet Foods retail

Applied Wing Tzun-Ebmas
4000 Mayfield Cove Trail
Round Rock
970-8392

ATA Blackbelt Academy
3750 Gattis School Road
Round Rock
310-0131

Dragon Heart Karate Round Rock
1700 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 398
Round Rock
246-2467

Krav Maga
1803 Springwater Drive
Round Rock
310-0193
www.selfdefensetexas.com

Master E Academy
2120 N. Mays St., Ste. 150
Round Rock
238-6015

Master Niblock’s 
ATA Black Belt Academy
1319 Sam Bass Rd.
Round Rock
244-9555
www.niblocksata.com

Premier Martial Arts
16333 S Great Oaks Drive, Ste. 115
Round Rock
238-0100

Round Rock Martial Arts
1800 N. Mays St.
Round Rock
244-9404
www.rrma.net

Seven Star Martial Arts
16318 Great Oaks Drive
Round Rock
585-7778
www.7starmartialarts.com

Gilleland Creek Pool
700 N. Railroad Ave.
Pflugerville
990-4392

Micki Krebsbach Pool
301 Deepwood Drive
Round Rock
218-7090

Round Rock Municipal Pool
800 Deerfoot Drive
Round Rock
218-7030
 

Your Guide toFitness

Shaolin Do Kung Fu /
Kung Fu & Tai Chi
2200 S IH 35, Ste. B2
Round Rock
218-8081
www.shaolin-do-kungfu.com

Tae Kwon Do
1011 Gattis School Road, 
Ste, 108, Round Rock
246-3535

Taekwondo Plus
1601 S. IH 35, Ste. 330
Round Rock
246-9559

Tiger Jung’s Martial Arts
2120 N. Mays St.
Round Rock
238-6015

Unified Tae Kwon Do
300 Highland Estates Drive
Round Rock
244-1869

Tae Kwon Do Plus
15803 Windermere Drive, Ste. 602
 Pflugerville
251-8088

Texas Blackbelt Karate
1202 FM 685
Pflugerville
990-2467
www.texasbbk.com

Tiger Jung’s Martial Art
2700 W. Pecan St., Ste. 570
Pflugerville
251-2224

Round Rock Repertory Dance Center
2119 N. Mays St. 
255-1177 

Lone Star Dance
15803 Windermere Drive, Ste. 302
Pflugerville
670-0301
www.dancetexas.com

Lyndell’s Twirl & Dance
1710 Sullivan St.
Pflugerville
990-4861

Martial arts
Acrotex Gymnastics
708 Round Rock West Drive
Round Rock
443-5437
www.acrotex.com

High Tech Gymnastics
901 Oakwood Drive
Round Rock
259-4913

Hill Curtis D
3221 Winding Way
Round Rock
244-3433

Acrotex Gymnastics
900 E. Pecan St., Ste. 500
Pflugerville
670-3547
www.acrotex.com

Dance   

Gymnastics

Easy ways to sneak exercise into busy schedules:
  Take the stairs instead of the elevator. 
  Go for a walk during coffee breaks or lunch. 
  Walk all or part of the way to work. 
  Do housework at a fast pace. 
  Rake leaves or other yard work.

Sticking with exercise programs:
  Choose something you like to do. 
 Get a partner. 
  Stick to a regular time every day. 
 Sign a contract committing yourself to exercise. 
 Put "exercise appointments" on your calendar. 
 Keep a daily log or diary of your activities. 
 Check your progress. Can you walk a certain 

distance faster now than when you began? Or is
 your heart rate slower now? 

 Ask your doctor to write a prescription for your
exercise program, such as what type of exercise to do,
how often to exercise and for how long. 

  Think about joining a health club. The cost gives
some people an incentive to exercise regularly.

Benefits of maintaining a healthy lifestyle:
  Reduces your risk of heart disease, high blood 

pressure, osteoporosis, diabetes and obesity. 
  Keeps joints, tendons and ligaments flexible so 

it's easier to move around. 
 Reduces some of the effects of aging. 
 Contributes to your mental well-being and helps

treat depression. 
 Helps relieve stress and anxiety. 
  Increases your energy and endurance. 
 Helps you sleep better. 
 Helps you maintain a normal weight by increasing

your metabolism (the rate you burn calories).

Exercise is necessary for leading 
a healthy lifestyle.  

Information available at www.familydoctor.org

FitnessGuide
Swimming

Art design by Tiffany Knight
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f itness: a state of general mental and physical wel l-being
A healthy life begins with eating right.  Maintain healthy eating 

habits by substituting nutritious snacks and meals.  

 Ask for sauces and salad dressings on the side and use them sparingly. 
 Use salsa and mustard instead of mayonnaise or oil. 
 Order baked, broiled, or grilled (not fried) lean meats including turkey, 

chicken, seafood or sirloin steak. 
 Salads and vegetables make healthier side dishes than french fries. Use a 

small amount of sour cream instead of butter if you order a baked potato. 
 Choose fresh fruit instead of sugary, high-fat desserts. 

 single slice of veggie pizza 
 grilled, not fried, sandwiches (for example, a grilled chicken breast sandwich) 
 bean burrito    baked potato    frozen yogurt

Information available on www.familydoctor.org

Unhealthy choice Healthy choice

English muffins, small whole 
grain bagels

Doughnuts, pastries, scones

Sugar cereals and regular granola

Potato or corn chips, buttered 
popcorn

White pasta, white rice

Fried vegetables or vegetables 
served with cream, cheese or 
butter sauces

French fries, hash browns, 
potato chips

Pork spare ribs, bacon

Regular ground beef

Lunch meats such as pepperoni, 
salami, bologna, liverwurst

Regular cheese (American, blue, 
Brie, cheddar, Colby, Parmesan)

Regular ice cream

Cookies

Shortening, butter or margarine

Oatmeal, low-fat granola, whole 
grain cereal

Pretzels (unsalted), popcorn 
(unbuttered)

Whole wheat pasta, brown rice

All vegetables raw, steamed, 
broiled, baked or tossed with a 
very small amount of olive oil

Baked, mashed or boiled 
potatoes

Lean pork (tenderloin, loin chop)

Lean or extra lean ground beef, 
ground chicken or turkey breast
Lean lunch meats such as turkey, 
chicken and ham

Low-fat cheese with less than 3 
grams of fat per serving

Sorbet, sherbet, nonfat or low-
fat ice cream

Fig bars, gingersnaps, molasses cookies

Olive, soybean or canola oils

When eating on the go, making healthy decisions can be easy.

Restaurant tips:

Fast-Food tips:

includes:
•Two full-size gymnasiums; six lane, 25-yard lap pool; four 
racquetball courts, cardio/weight room, game room, babysitting 
room, instructional classes, personal trainers, camps and programs 
for children.

Tamara Forsyth, owner/founder/trainer; Amy Culp, partner/trainer
interesting Facts:
• Focuses on individual training with the help of self-employed 
personal trainers who are available for appointment 24 hours a day. 
They offer the same programs as a public gym, but with workout 
plans specific for individuals and their families.

Rick Skaggs, founder

includes:
• Weight training; aerobics 
classes (Step, Pilates, Kickbox-
ing, Extreme Fitness, Boot 
Camp, Personal Training); 
cardio workouts; free child care 
and a shower facility.

interesting Facts:
• The studio caters to a 
“mature” audience, focusing 
on adults who are 30-years-
old or more.  Free child care 
is available for members with 
children.  Founder Rick Skaggs 
encourages members not to 
conform to certain bodybuild-
ing images, but to improve and 
maintain their health.

LeAnn Resendez, manager 

includes:
• Gymnasium; a fitness room 
with circuit training, free 
weights, cardio equipment; a 
game room with Ping-Pong, 
pool, football, air hockey; a 
walking/jogging track and a 
nursery.

interesting Facts:
•The center organizes sports 
leagues for men’s basketball 
and co-ed volleyball.  Walking 
is a recognized sport, so an 
interior track allows for a 500-
mile walking club. Last year, 
some members completed 
1,000 miles.

clay Madsen rec center 1600 Gattis School Road

218-3220 • www.roundrocktexas.gov/parksandrec

pflugerville recreation center

251-5082 • www.cityofpflugerville.com • 400 Immanuel Road

Goals Fitness center

989-5538 • www.goalsfitnesscenter.com • 2700 W. Pecan St.

lifeForce personal Fitness

248-0508 • www.lifeforce-fitness.net  • 34 Round Rock Ave.

Goals Fitness Center will be putting together 
a  fund raiser for St. Judes.  For more info, call 
Ninette at 989-5538.
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Nelson Merrell was born in 1810 in Connecti-
cut. Not much is known about him until in 1837 
when, at the age of 27, he purchased land in the 
Republic of Texas. 

By 1839, Merrell was elected captain by mem-
bers of the company of rangers he had raised 
to protect the new settlement of Austin and 
retained this title throughout his lifetime.

Captain Merrell married Rachael McKennan 
in Austin in 1840 and built their first log home 
near Kenney’s Fort sometime in 1841 (February 
2006 history, www.impactnews.com). In late 
1846, the Merrells moved to the area, which 
still bears his name, Merrelltown, in the Wells 
Branch area.  Merrell was the postmaster and 
operator of a store that not only served the needs 
of the community, but also was the stagecoach 
stop and post office. He deeded land to the 
trustees for a church, school and cemetery. By 
1859, Merrelltown was one of the principal 
towns in Travis County, and included churches, 
a school and a hotel.

In Austin, Merrell assisted with the construc-
tion of Congress Avenue and served as Travis 
County Commissioner from 1852 to 1859.

In the early 1870s, the Merrells returned to 
Williamson County to live on land they had 
purchased earlier. Antria Smith, a 37-year-old 
stonemason born in France, was contracted to 
build a two-story house on the plantation-style 
property for a total cost of $1,600. 

Capt. Nelson Merrell builds town and historic home

The main house had six rooms, two upstairs 
and down, and a single-level wing also contain-
ing two rooms. A double porch ran the length of 
the front of the house.  

A cupola was built on top of the house, which 
would be accessed by a spiral iron staircase im-
ported from London. From here, Merrell could 
view the workers in the field using his brass 
telescope.

Because of the placement of the windows, 
doors, and 18-inch solid rock walls, the house 
provided comfort even during the hottest sum-
mer temperatures. The kitchen and dining room 
wing was attached to the back of the house. A 
large fireplace on the north end of the kitchen 
provided the cooking area for the family. 

Members of the Merrell family lived in the 
house until the mid-1960s. Merrell’s great-great 
granddaughter, who is still a Round Rock resi-
dent, remembers living in the house as a child. 

Today the house, located at 1516 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd. (Hwy. 79), is listed in The National 
Register of Historic Places in Texas, and was 
purchased by James and Susan Halbert in 1998.  
A Moment In Time, portrait design studio 
owned by Jennifer Turner, now offices in the 
building. 

Captain Merrell and most of his family, 
including two wives and children, are buried in 
the Merrelltown Cemetery, located on FM 1325 
between Merrilltown Road and Shoreline Drive.

by JiM dawson

Historical  
Impact

Home of Capt. and Mrs. Nelson Merrell, built in 1870. Pictured are John Merrell, Dudley 
Merrell, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Pennington, Nelson and William Merrell. Photos from Round Rock 
Texas, from Cowboys to Computers by Karen R. Thompson, 2002

Some students of 
Merrelltown School, 1937. 
Capt. Merrell donated 
five acres of land in the 
1850s for a school, church 
and cemetery. The school 
closed in 1942 when it 
consolidated with the 
Round Rock Independent 
School District.

Information compiled from 
the book, Historical Round 
Rock by Jane H. Digesualdo 
and Karen R. Thompson, 
1985, and Susan Halbert.  

Merrell 
Plantation
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   Children at Heart Ministries strives to serve children 
and strengthen families in need. 

“We provide a family setting for abused and neglected 
children,” President and CEO of the Children at Heart 
Foundation Jerry T. Bradley said. “We help families who 
are homeless or in danger of becoming homeless and who 
have an intense desire to be independent.”

The foundation has several organizations to help fami-
lies across Texas. STARRY and Texas Baptist Children’s 
Home serve Williamson County. STARRY offers emer-
gency shelter and foster care, and TBCH provides a safe 
haven for children and families in crisis not only in the 
area, but from across the state.

“We have a long history in Williamson County and are 
a big part of the city of Round Rock,” Bradley said. “We 
are a well-respected charity with economic impact on the 
community. Our goal is to serve children and strengthen 
families, which plays a major role in our community.”

Care is provided for children of all ages. A growing 
number of families are receiving care, as well.

“A single mother who is the victim of abuse or is di-
vorced and is raising a family on her own can come here 
for help for herself and her children,” Bradley said. “We 
do not separate families; we bring them together and pro-

vide help for them in a family setting. Families in crisis 
are our fastest growing need.”

Children who are close to or have graduated from high 
school can also receive help. 

If they are older than 18, they can live in their own 
apartment while learning life skills, which ranges from 
grocery shopping to maintaining budgets, according to 
Bradley.

TCBH provides a family-setting in an open commu-
nity, but they also provide non-residential services to 
families outside of their community.

“Help is provided for families in other communities 
through specialized training,” Bradley said.  “We help 
them cope with problems and prevent them from enter-
ing a crisis situation.”

 STARRY has a contract with the state and Child Pro-
tective Services. They provide assistance to Williamson 
County residents in need and, in turn, receive govern-
ment funds to operate.  

“TBCH is not state funded, and relies strictly on dona-
tions and goodwill,” Miranda Bradley, communication 
manager, said. “Some very generous donors gave money 
in 2001 which built our new multi-family cottages.”

The TBCH community is made up of cottages that 

by Katherine Kennedy

NoN-PRoFIT - CHILDREN AT HEART MINISTRIES

Organization provides family and foster care 

Children at Heart president Jerry Bradley, standing near sign, with TCBH children

texas baptist children’s home
1301 n. Mays St., round rock

255-3668 • www.childrenatheartministries.org

M
ays S

t.

Closer
    Look 

house a set of parents and up to eight children. Each 
multi-family cottages holds up to five families.

“The families are given what they need to start a home, 
but it is their responsibility to maintain the home up to 
our standards. A percent of the mother’s income is put 
into savings to start a nest egg so that they are prepared 
for living on their own,” Miranda said. “We provide a real 
home for children and families that is not institutional-
ized. We encourage room for personal growth.”

Texas Baptist Children’s Home Cottage

Hwy. 79/E. Palm 
Valley Blvd.

Children 
at Heart 

Ministries

h o W  yo u  c a n  h e l p  t e x a S  b a p t i S t  c h i l D r e n ’ S  h o M e

To volunteer, call Brenda Gilbert, Volunteer Coordinator, at 255-3682.

To donate, visit the website www.childrenatheartministires.org

Children at Heart Ministries’ doors are open for visitors.  Visit during regular business 
hours. 
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workers grabbing a bite before starting out for the day.  
The Breakfast Tacos ($1.19 – $1.99) are a popular item 
with many choices of fillings, but the Migas ($3.99), eggs, 
scrambled with a traditional ranchero sauce, served with 
refried beans, potatoes, and tortillas, are my favorite.  

The restaurant also features a daily lunch special from 
11 a.m. until they run out. Wednesday is the most popular 
day when they serve Breaded Pork Chops (2) with cilan-
tro cream potatoes, buttered corn and iced tea (5.49). Try 
to get there early.

The Balderas’ realize the importance of keeping chil-
dren happy at a restaurant. Connie Balderas, Dan’s wife 
and co-owner loves to bake cookies, which she includes in 
each kids meal. 

They not only have an extensive children’s menu, there 
is also a special children’s breakfast menu.  

The Jr. Burger and the Hot Dog come with french fries, 
small soda and a cookie ($3.29).  

Editor’s Note:  If you like traditional country music, the Wagon may play  
the best tunes in town.

by JiM dawson

Childhood memories flavor old-fashioned burgers

While picking cotton in West Texas in 1940, Dan 
Balderas’ father would take the family into town every 
Saturday. After a week working in the fields, each child 
would get 25 cents to eat and go to the movies. 

One Saturday as he walked downtown, Dan got a whiff 
of something cooking. As he turned the corner he saw 
people lined up. When he got to the front of the line he 
saw one man with a pan of fresh ground beef on one side 
and hamburger buns on the other.  

The man would make a small ball of meat with his 
hand, throw it on the hot griddle, and press it with the 
spatula. He then took the bun, brushed it with butter and 
toasted it. Putting this together, he made the first ham-
burger Dan had ever tasted.  

Through the years, Balderas, Little Red Wagon owner, 
has not forgotten how to make a really good old-fash-
ioned hamburger.  

The Everyday Special is a double meat, double cheese 
burger served with french fries and a large drink ($4.89), 
and will remind you how a hamburger should taste.

Breakfast time at the Little Red Wagon is filled with 

Dan Balderas, who co-owns Little Red Wagon with his wife, Connie.

little red Wagon hamburgers
1207 e. palm valley blvd.

310-2554  
Mon – Sat 6:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sun  8 a.m - 2 p.m.

lunch Specials:  Mon - Fri  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Organization provides family and foster care 

l i t t l e  r e D  Wa G o n  i S  K i D - F r i e n D ly 
Weekly Coloring Contest - entries are placed on the wall for all to see. The 
winner is given a $15 gift certificate. Dan tells the winners since their parents 
take them out to dinner, this is a chance to return the favor.

Connie’s cookies  - Connie cooks up cookies each day - not to sell, but to give 
to the children who order from the children’s menu. A free homemade cookie 
comes with each kids  meal.

FM
 1

46
0

Hwy. 79/E. Palm 
Valley Blvd.

Neighborhood
         Dining

little Red wagon HamBuRgeRs

Little Red 
Wagon 

Hamburgers
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Future Land Use

Community  
Corridors

KELLY LANE

KELLY LANE

F1 – Mellenbruch land
When rumors of Home Depot and Target first surfaced, this was the area where they looked. 
It appears now that most of the first retail development will happen across Toll 130 at New-
quest’s Stone Hill Town Center – but landowner, Larry Mellenbruch understands that he is still 
in good shape.
 “We are taking a wait-and-see attitude right now – but I understand that it is only a matter of 
time before something comes along that makes sense,” Mellenbruch said.

F2  – Cactus Town Center
Landowner, Sandy Rea is actively promoting this area to developers. The overall plan couples 
significant opportunities for employees located with good proximity to retailers. Residents 
will be able to walk to shops and jobs, as well as enjoy an expansive greenbelt. The plan calls 
for 20,862 single-family units and 3,581 new multi-family units within the Cactus retail market 
area.

SH 130 & SH 45  •  Pflugerville

HendRickson
HigH scHool

R1

F1 Mellenbruch land

BlackHawk 
golf cluB

Lake PfLugerviLLe

stone Hill town 
centeR

falcon pointe

R1

falcon pointe
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SH 130 / SH 45

Future Land Use

Residential Real Estate

Transportation Update

KELLY LANE

KELLY LANE

CD1 – Newquest Development 
The plans for Stone Hill Town Center, the larg-
est new retail development in Pflugerville, are 
moving forward. Home Depot and Target are 
interested in this property. JC Penney and other 
retail stores are said to be looking as well. It will 
be at least 90 days before any major announce-
ments are made.

 CD2 – Pfluger Crossing
This center that houses Wal-Mart, has also 
attracted several banks. Chase Bank, Bank of 
America and Capital One along with Radio 
Shack, Great Clips, Taco Bell and Applebees have 
signed letters of intent.

F1 – Mellenbruch land
When rumors of Home Depot and Target first surfaced, this was the area where they looked. 
It appears now that most of the first retail development will happen across Toll 130 at New-
quest’s Stone Hill Town Center – but landowner, Larry Mellenbruch understands that he is still 
in good shape.
 “We are taking a wait-and-see attitude right now – but I understand that it is only a matter of 
time before something comes along that makes sense,” Mellenbruch said.

F2  – Cactus Town Center
Landowner, Sandy Rea is actively promoting this area to developers. The overall plan couples 
significant opportunities for employees located with good proximity to retailers. Residents 
will be able to walk to shops and jobs, as well as enjoy an expansive greenbelt. The plan calls 
for 20,862 single-family units and 3,581 new multi-family units within the Cactus retail market 
area.

R1 – Falcon Pointe
•  Number of homes already occupied ~390 

•  Estimated number of homes when project is 
completed ~ 1700 

•  Number of homes sold in 2006 ~ 127 

•  Average selling price sold to date ~$250,000 

•  Current builders ~ Highland, Legacy, Texas Big, 
Morrison 

•  Current starting price ~$170,000s 

•  Community Amenities ~ Walk to School, Resort 
Style Residents’ Club, 4 pools (junior olympic lap, 
family, splash, toddler) Hike and Bike Trails,Tennis 
Courts, Sand Volley Ball, 24-hour fitness,doggy 
watering holes, Activites Director 

•  Coming soon, Central Park with pond and a one-
mile walking/running trail.

When Pflugerville was a younger city, the City of 
Austin annexed all of the land along IH 35 that ex-
its to Pflugerville. Most of the sales tax generated 
in this area is along 35, leaving Pflugerville on its 
own to balance the cost of providing quality city 
services and the cost of having higher taxes and 
utilities than neighboring cities. 

After Pflugerville learned that a major intersection 
would land inside its extra-territorial jurisdiction, 
hope emerged that Pflugerville could have quality 
services and additional sales tax revenue in the 
near future. Retailers and major employers are now 
considering making Pflugerville their home.

Realtor John Pfluger has personally seen the com-
munity grow from rural farm towns to one of the 
fastest growing areas in the country.

“Wal-Mart took the first step in developing this 
area – a step that will really help other retailers 
move in an area that is really underserviced,”  

he said.

Sponsored by First Texas Bank  and Don Quick & Associates
SH 130 & SH 45  •  Pflugerville

PFLUGERVILLE PARKWAY
PFLUGERVILLE PARKWAY

RED BUD/
HEATHERWILDE
ACCESS

RED BUD/
HEATHERWILDE
ACCESS

F1 Mellenbruch land

T1 - Traffic Light

CD1

CD2

T1 – Traffic Light
The possibility of a new stop light at Pflugerville Parkway and FM 685 is part of a TxDOT study 
underway now.

T2 – Median Removed
The city plans to remove 1,200 ft. of the median on FM 685 near H-E-B. Plans are to begin construc-
tion this summer while school is on break. However, TxDOT has the final say as to when construc-
tion can begin.

T3 – Heatherwilde/Red Bud and Toll 45
The City of Pflugerville is close to making a deal that would allow better access to Pflugerville and 
Round Rock residents to Toll 45 at the intersection of Heatherwilde Boulevard (Red Bud Lane) and 
Toll 45. Currently, traffic can not enter or exit Toll 45 to access those streets. “Our consultants have 
told us that this intersection is our best chance for dense development – meaning development 
that will bring us high sales tax revenue. It will also improve the connectivity of our city for our 
citizens a great deal,” Pflugerville Mayor Cat Callen said.

FM 685
FM 685

F2 Cactus Town Center

Lake PfLugerviLLe

H-e-B
T2 - Median removed

wal-maRt

stone Hill town 
centeR

T3

BoHls place

HigHland paRk 
noRtH

512-836-7312512-836-7312
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If all goes as planned, by 2008 Ce-
dar Park may have a water resort an-
ticipated to draw 4,000 visitors a day 
during the May 1- Labor Day season. 

“I think it would do for Cedar Park 
what Dell Diamond did for Round 
Rock,” Rick Redmond, the project de-
veloper, said. “This particular attrac-
tion is unique.”

If he gets what he wants—and he is 
quick to note the plans are anything 
but finalized—then the unnamed 
park will far surpass what he has as 
owner of Volente Beach.

 The new park will sit on 20 acres at 
FM 1431 east of Parmer Lane. Along 
with rides and a lazy river that flows 
through the property, its conceptual 
design includes what Redmond de-
scribes as an “aquarium on steroids,” where 
visitors can swim with tropical fish.

Out of town visitors will be able to stay 
inside tree houses reminiscent of those in 
the novel, Robinson Crusoe. 

On an additional 50 acres at the proposed 
site, he envisions a 250- to 300-room hotel 
that includes around 9,000 sq. ft. of confer-

ence space with a separate small meeting 
center. Eventually, the property could also 
add an upscale development modeled after 
the Legacy Town Center in Plano.

Redmond would like for the water park 
to open by Summer 2008, the hotel to fol-
low by that Christmas and to add the town 
center three years later. 

Impact
Large-scale water park envisioned
by CHristi snow

tree house rendering

Other stories 
www.impactnews.com

Before investors purchase 
the property, Redmond needs 
cooperation from the City 
Council because the 70 acres he 
wants to buy is zoned for com-
mercial- or office-use only. 

Last month, the city’s Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission 
unanimously voted to form the 
area into a planned unit devel-
opment, which creates unique 
guidelines and standards for 
a specific project to be built in 
the designated land. 

At the Jan. 11 council meet-
ing, residents surrounding the 
proposed PUD voiced concerns. 
Although most of the residents 
are in Round Rock’s extra-ter-
ritorial jurisdiction, they asked 
the council to consider their 

noise, privacy and lighting fears.
If the council approves the PUD and 

the annexation, Redmond anticipates his 
investors will give their approval to move 
forward with purchasing the property.

Community Corridor

Rick Redmond,  
a visionary

Anderson’s Mill

New Businesses

Waterloo Ice House opening in The Plaza at Avery Ranch, 
NW corner of Avery Ranch Blvd. and Parmer Ln.

Springhill Restaurant opening at The Commons at 
Buttercup Creek

This aerial view along 1431 
provides a glimpse of the 
concentrated growth and 
diversity of land use occuring 
between US 183 and CR 185.

The Anderson Mill Garden 
Club rebuilt the mill, 
originally constructed in the 
1850s and preserved the 
history of the locality and its 
pioneers.

Opening a large water resort was 
not something Rick Redmond 
always planned .  It was a dream 
that evolved from a history of 
business endeavors.
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Q.   What inspired you to run for office?
A.   I decided to run for office because I wanted to use my skills to make a positive dif-
ference for the taxpayers of Williamson County. While working for the S. Thomas McDaniel 
CPA firm in Georgetown, Tom McDaniel asked me to serve as his campaign manager 
during his race for County Commissioner in 2004.  He was successful in a five man race in 
the Republican primary and then successful in the general election. In September 2005, I 
decided to run for the open seat of District Clerk. A week before the primary election, Tom 
McDaniel died of a massive heart attack, and I lost the primary election.  After much prayer 
and thought, I decided to run for Tom’s unexpired term, which expires in December 2008.  

Q.  What is the greatest challenge facing your precinct? How do you plan to 
overcome this challenge?
A.  Precinct Three includes the northern part of Williamson County including Andice, 
Florence, Jarrell, Weir, Walburg, Jonah, Georgetown as well as portions of Round Rock and 
Brushy Creek.  With about 50 percent of the county’s population in unincorporated areas, 
the population growth could strain our resources and services.  Balancing our budget and 
providing needed additional resources will be a challenge. 

Of course, transportation issues will continue to be challenging along with the projected 
growth. I am in the process of determining the priorities of the transportation needs in my 
precinct by meeting with various city leaders, school officials and TxDOT.

Q.  What do you think people should know about county government?
A.  The County Commissioners Court consists of five members: a commissioner from 
each of the four precincts and a county judge elected countywide.  Each of these members 
has one vote, including the County Judge.  The powers of County government are limited 
to those relatively few powers given by the Texas Legislature.  For example, the County has 
no zoning authority, as do cities.  

Q.  What inspired you to run for office?
A. With so much responsibility shifting from the federal level down to the state level, 
and the state in turn shifting responsibility to the regional level, I believe regional 
government has become the epicenter of public policy.  I believe Travis County is ideally 
suited to create the leading edge in regional governmental innovation.

Q.   What is the greatest challenge facing your precinct? How do you plan to 
overcome this challenge?
A.  I see two major challenges - One, equitable funding of core governmental services in 
an era of increasing responsibilities and, two, maintaining quality of life in the face of rapid 
and largely unregulated growth.  Some core functions of county government include 
jails, courts and roads.  Counties are limited to essentially two funding streams - property 
tax and fees.  These taxing mechanisms are being stretched thinner with increases in jail 
population, increased criminal and family court dockets, and increased pressure on our 
transportation system. One example is the funding issues around traffic congestion on 
our highways.  Suggested solutions include adding highway lanes paid for with toll taxes, 
adding highway lanes paid for with an increase in the gas tax, increasing public transit 
paid for with sales tax and adding commuter rail paid for with “tax increment financing” 
(borrowing on future property tax in a specific area). 

In regard to the second challenge, county government in Texas is not equipped with 
the authority necessary to manage growth.  With the migration of the state’s population 
toward urban centers, metropolitan counties like ours are hamstrung in their ability to 
protect the environment, maintain cultural identity, and sustain quality of life in the face of 
unfettered market forces.  Left unaddressed, our metropolitan counties will reach a tipping 
point beyond which we will not be able to sustain economic, civic or environmental 
health. Counties like ours are experimenting with public/private partnerships and 
agreements to address these issues.  Our Legislature must recognize this new role 
counties find themselves in and provide them the power to chart their own destiny.

A native Texan whose family first settled in Williamson County six generations ago, Lisa Birkman’s family located here in about 1875, when her 
ancestors founded the town of Bagdad, located just north of present day Leander. When elected commissioner in 2004, Birkman became the 

first female to hold a seat on the Williamson County Commissioners Court.

lisa birkman   Williamson County Commissioner, Precinct 1
.

ron Morrison   Williamson County Commissioner, Precinct 4
 

Q.  What inspired you to run for office?
A. After serving on the Brushy Creek MUD board for four years, I thought my area of the county 
needed a fresh voice and a new perspective on the commissioners court.

Q.   What is the greatest challenge facing your precinct? 
A.  Our greatest challenge continues to be phenomenal growth.

Q.  What do you think people should know about county government?  
A. County government is responsible for building and maintaining roads, maintaining an effective 
justice system and many other duties.  Counties are political subdivisions of state government, and 
counties only have the power to do what the state legislature has given them specific power to do.

Precinct: One

Term:  2004 - 2008

Party Affiliation:  Republican

Education: Graduate of Georgetown High School 
                         and Texas A & M University

Family:  Husband, Rick, four children

Contact Info: 733-5380, lbirkman@wilco.org

  Williamson County Commssioner, Precinct 3  valerie covey

 

Sarah eckhardt   Travis County Commissioner, Precinct 2
 

Precinct: Two

Term: 2006 - 2010

Party Affiliation: Democrat

Education: Bachelor of Arts (NYU), Law Degree 
                        (Univ. of  Texas), Masters of Public Affairs 
                        (Univ. of  Texas, 1998) 
Family: Husband - Kurt Sauer (lawyer), children - 
                 Hank, 6, & Nadine, 4, 
                 Parents - Nadine Eckhardt & Bob Eckhardt

Contact Info: 854-9222

Precinct: Three

Term: 2006 - 2008, elected to fill unexpired term of Tom McDaniel

Party  affiliation: Republican 

Education: Univ. of Texas 

Career: Certified public accountant for more than 20 years.

Family: Husband, Mark Covey; three sons, Matthew,
                 a high school junior; Zachary, an 8th grader;
                 and Joshua, a 4th grader. 

Contact Info: 943-3370

Precinct: Four

Term:  2004 - 2008

Party Affiliation:  Republican

Education: Bachelor’s and Master’s, 
                         Texas State University – San Marcos

Family: Wife of 41 years

Contact: 238-2111, rmorrison@wilco.org

Q.  What inspired you to run for office?
A. I have never been in public office, but have been active in the community for a good portion of my 
life. I thought it would be a good way to serve the community and the county.

Q.   What is the greatest challenge facing your precinct? 
A.  The main challenges the county faces are growth and transportation. We have to find ways of 
handling the growth and keep the county moving. To overcome these challenges, I have become a 
good listener who represents my constituents; I am the conduit for constituents’ concerns.

Q.  What do you think people should know about county government?  
A. Our biggest jobs are setting the budget, setting the tax rate, keeping the county safe and 
maintaining a high quality of life.


