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How to sell a city
Destination retail ignites 
potential tourism industry
by Christi snow

Deregulation diversifies consumer energy choices
Costs rise since competitive market inception
by Mandy hobby

The Economic Development and 
Tourism department of the Governor’s 
Office lists the San Marcos’ outlet malls 
as the state’s No. 3 tourist attraction for 
non-Texans.

Since the Round Rock Premium 
Outlets opened this year, that is promising 
information to Nancy Yawn, director of 
the Round Rock Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.

Austin is just as close to Round Rock as 
it is to San Marcos, meaning more shop-
pers might come to Round Rock—at least 
that is what Yawn hopes.

“We want to drive business north,” she 
said.

Yawn is also excited about the 
announcement that AeroMexico began 

the only direct flights Dec. 15 between 
Austin and Mexico City. 

Last month, she traveled with a del-
egation from the convention and visi-
tors bureaus of San Antonio, San Marcos 
and Austin to Mexico City to visit with 
a group of premier tourist agents. She 
invited them to bring their customers a 
little further up IH 35.

“Most of the people seemed really glad 
there is a new place they can visit,” she 
said. “They seemed to think we can do 
business. We’re going to jump in there 
and do it.”
Beginnings in Tourism

More shoppers mean more new money 
in Round Rock, which sounds good to 
local officials since the city depends on 
sales tax revenue. The officials had some 
concerns over Round Rock’s dependence 
on the sales tax revenue generated from 
Dell Inc. That is why in 2003, the City 
Council named economic diversity its 
top priority. 

So the city decided to market itself as 

As of Jan. 1, customers in the Electric Reliability Coun-
cil of Texas’ servicing area, including Round Rock and 
Pflugerville, will not see the “price to beat” at the top of the 
competitive retail market’s price ceiling.

 The state’s electric restructuring law dissolves the “price 
to beat,” the benchmark for competitive electricity retail 
pricing.

According to Terry Hadley, the Public Utility Commis-
sion of Texas communications director, previously there 
was a price ceiling setting the maximum rate for residential 
customers, but now, electricity prices will be completely 
deregulated. 
Competitive Retail Energy

In 1999, Texas legislators passed a law to deregulate en-
ergy costs and create a competitive energy retail market 
beginning Jan. 1, 2002.  ERCOT, based in Taylor, is a non-
profit council that operates the electric grid or highway of 

electricity delivery. The council is subject to oversight by 
the PUC and the Texas legislature. According to Hadley, 
it is designed to ensure electricity gets to where it is need-
ed. ERCOT’s grid covers 75 percent of Texas over 200,000 
square miles. 

The council was created to be the central registration 
agent for retail choice when legislators initiated the com-
petitive retail market in 1999. 

Hadley is one of the many employees at the PUC work-
ing to ensure that energy customers in areas like Round 
Rock and Pflugerville are protected in the competitive re-
tail energy market.

Round Rock and Pflugerville are in ERCOT’s jurisdic-
tion and have a choice of retail electric providers. Austin 
and San Antonio, on the other hand, are still part of a regu-
lated entity with fixed electricity rates.

According to the Public Utility Commission of Texas, the price to beat is by design a high price 
because it gives retail energy providers the ability to offer competitive prices. A municipality like 
Austin Energy typically has lower rates because of government subsidies and tax abatements.

Municipalities vs. the Competitive Market:

E N E R G Y  R a T E s
for residential consumers using 1000 kwh/month

the Sports Capital of Texas and increase 
revenue with tourism.

The CVB centered their marketing 
around a lone-star lawn chair referring 
to the people who would come watch the 
amateur sports. 

“[The chair] was genius,” Yawn said. 

“We’re not talking about professional 
sports here. We’re talking about becom-
ing the ultimate host city for these sports. 
We’re saying we know you can compete 
at your level. Bring your family and come 

Marketing a concept

Restaurant Review
Greek Pita House
Page 19

In 2002, energy costs were deregulated for more than 75 percent of Texas consumers, including 
Round Rock and Pflugerville. Cities like Austin and San Antonio still operate energy services 
under a regulated municipality with a fixed rate. The chart compares the price to beat rates of 
TXU, a deregulated provider, lowest market rates and Austin Energy, a regulated provider.

TXU price to beat Austin Energy

Dec. 2001*

Dec. 2002

Dec. 2003

Dec. 2004

Dec. 2005

$91.78

   86.60

 100.60

 109.80

 150.00

$80.67

  71.59

  76.50

  81.81

  81.81
*Before deregulation.

Lowest Market Competitor

   $80.00

     88.00

     88.50

   129.00

Reasons Round Rock feels they qualify as the sports Capital of 
Texas, the ultimate host city for youth and amateur athletics. 

1. The community spirit supporting youth athletics, including high school sports
2. Round Rock Express and Dell Diamond
3. Nolan Ryan and the Houston Astros’ investment in youth sports
4. The City Council’s dedication to sport programs. This year they dedicated 
$14.5 million toward improving facilities at Old Settlers Park
5. Local interest in a wide range of sports from wrestling to cheerleading to 
baseball

How to shop online for a retail electric provider:
Step 1: Log onto www.powertochoose.org
Step 2: Enter the zip code of your home or business
Step 3: Select search for  residential or business rates
Step 4: While shopping remember to look for the terms of service, the price per kwh and 
renewable energy options

Community Corridors:
i n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :

Zakia Benyoucef, owner

“We’re keeping true to our brand. We have a new 
sport in Round Rock. It is called shopping.”

Nancy Yawn, CVB Director

Exclusive look at developments along IH 35 & University Blvd./RM 1431
Pages 20 - 21
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When we began researching for our 
energy story, we were just going to report 
on how people receive electricity and show 
readers the choices they have available. We 
realized citizens must keep a close eye on 
how electricity is produced and how it is 
distributed. 

Since the deregulation of energy rates 
in 2002, the gap between our deregulated 
markets and the municipally-run Austin 
market has widened at an alarming rate. 
On Jan. 1, the gap may increase since elec-
tric companies will no longer be required 
to have rates approved through the Public 
Utility Commission.

We report on some of the reasons for 

this and include energy-saving tips and 
how to shop for an electric provider.

As the new year begins, we continue to 
offer local, useful information in an easy-
to-read format.

Community Corridors takes a look 
from above at one of the most highly 
sought-after intersections in the country 
– University Boulevard and IH 35. We ex-
plain some of the new activity developing 
around those roads. Next month we will 
look at a booming area in Pflugerville.

Another new feature is Inside Informa-
tion. In the coming months, we plan to 
offer information helpful to both new and 
old residents in the community.

We also hope our redesigned pages 
make the newspaper easier to read. It is 
our New Year’s resolution to continue to 
put out a better publication each month. 
Let us know how we are doing.

John P. Garrett
Publisher

John P. Garrett

Publisher’s 
Note

Insights into energy deregulation 
and new Impact features 
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Subscribe to Community Impact’s weekly E-Newsletter

Free and easy to sign up at www.impactnews.com
 Find out about events in your community, complete with maps
  Receive all the breaking news happening between issues of Community 
Impact Newspaper
   Read what other Austin area publications are saying about our 
community

 Our Web readers sound off about:  Toll roads

4506 IH-35
SOUTH

(ON THE MOTOR MILE SOUTH)

800-660-9206
MazdaSouth.com

Mazda
South

 SERVICE: 
M-F 7AM-6PM

Sat 8AM-3PM

 SALES: 
M-SAT

8:30AM-8PM

TAKE A TEST DRIVE TODAY

You owe it to yourself and your wallet to visit Mazda South before you buy.
JUST SOUTH

OF HIGH
 PRICES!

JUST SOUTH
OF HIGH
 PRICES!

THIS IS JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF THE 
GREAT DEALS YOU’LL FIND

SOUTH OF THE RIVER!

$11,999
2006                  Sedan

2007

CX-7
NOW IN STOCK

& READY FOR
DELIVERY!

$23,847
Starting at

2WD, Automatic, Sport

34MPG 
EST. 
HWY.

2 IN

STOCK

OVER $2270
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

AVAILABLE IN

5-DOOR
HATCHBACK

MODELSSale price includes $463 Dealer Discount

STK# 5001, MSRP $14,270 - $2,271 DEALER DISCOUNT 
(NON-A/C MODELS ONLY) = $11,999 +TT&L.  PICTURE 
FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.
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The speed limit is 70. Stay out of the left hand lanes 
if you’re driving slower than 70+.

-Bob Smith
I feel TXDot should make SH 45 free and only 
charge for SH 130. SH 45 toll has not relieved any 
traffic for those traveling north on Mopac/IH 35. 
The flyovers are backed up for miles.

-Jeremy Sheard
The roads are a great addition to our town.

-Jan Kusano

The best news is that a trip from downtown Elgin 
to La Frontera is less than 30 minutes now! Moving 
to Austin from Dallas 13 years ago I was amazed 
that there weren’t any really freeways in this area. 
It’s good to see that we’re finally coming into the 
21st century!

-Myrna Nix

Tell us what you think about this and other topics 
at www.impactnews.com
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St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s South Austin Hospital

St. David’s Medical Center 
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

www.stdavids.com

at

Know the warning signs of a heart attack:
• Uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain in the center
 of the chest that lasts more than a few minutes, or that goes away 
 and comes back.

• Discomfort in one or both arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach.

• Shortness of breath with or without chest discomfort.

• Breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness.

Fir and only accredited
Chest Pain Emergency 
Centers in Central Texas.
In Central Texas, only St. David’s hospitals have 
met the rigorous standards required to become 
accredited Chest Pain Emergency Centers. That 
means faster diagnosis and treatment, specially 
trained cardiac personnel, and the latest technology 
to save precious minutes and save your heart. 
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by Christi snow

Architect’s firm built on customer service

John Moman, owner.

309 W. Main St., Ste. 120
733-1150  • www.momanarch.com
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R.R.   Ave.Moman Architects is located in the historic 6,000 sq. ft. Harrell-Henna house built in 1910.  

John Moman said he has photos with Louis Henna, former Round Rock car dealer and city 
leader, crawling on the front porch as a baby. 

When his firm renovated and rebuilt the house, Moman tried to salvage as much of the 
original material as possible, including floors made of longleaf yellow pine and an antique 
fireplace mantle.

With more than 20 years of experience as an architect in 
Central Texas, John Moman has worked with many clients 
through what he calls the psychological curve of complet-
ing a project.

As customers confront the emotional ups and downs 
of designing and building a project with his firm, Moman 
Architects Inc., he said optimism plays a key roll in the 
process.

“It is important to interject a lot of humor because it can 
get tense,” he said. “Humor is a way to take advantage of a 
difficult situation while still developing a good product at 
the same time.”  

He declares the project successful when it meets three 
criteria: final costs should match the planned budget; the 
building design should mesh with its surroundings; the cli-
ent should be happy.

Since his firm has an interior design component, Moman 
prefers to take a building from start to finish. Commer-
cial, industrial and interior projects comprise roughly 90 
percent of his work, although he has completed a few resi-
dences. His projects are located all over Central Texas, from 
an upcoming high school in Salado to a retail center in 
Westlake, a park in Manor and the recently-opened public 

library in Leander. 
Moman began his career in his hometown of Odessa.  

When the oil industry plummeted in the 1980s, it 
slowed the West Texas economy. Companies down-
sized rather than expanding and had little need for an 
architect. 

Eventually he began looking for other opportunities 
and decided to relocate, looking at larger Texas cities 
like Dallas and Austin. A friend told him about Round 
Rock. Although Moman had never heard of the town 
of about 22,000 residents, he decided to visit. After the 
visit, he came to stay. 

At first Moman worked for an Austin firm, Susman, 
Tisdale, Gayle, but as his commute expanded from a 
20- to a 50-minute drive because of traffic congestion, 
he discovered he was spending less time with his family. 
After taking a pay cut, he began Moman Architects. 
Now more than six years later, he has a staff of 10 in-
cluding eight architects and interior designers. 

 “The bottom line is I enjoy what I do,” he said. “I am 
passionate about it. I love coming to work in the morn-
ing. I want to have fun while I am here and want my 
clients to appreciate what we’ll do with their project.”

Round Rock Business -  MoMan aRchitec t inc.
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Wine Store and Men’s Salon
Open Hesters Crossing

Grape Vine Market, an Austin fine wine, liquor, 
beer, cigar, gourmet and delicatessen foods and 
catering store opened Dec. 18 in Hesters Crossing 
Shopping Center just before IH 35 and SH 45 N. 
The 11,800 sq. ft. store plans a Grand Opening Jan. 
20 from noon to 6 p.m. A block party is planned 
with other businesses in the center participating. 
Grape Vine plans to have eight wineries giving wine 
tastings, Texas beers and other activities.  For more 
information, contact Jamie Johnson, general manager, 
at 248-9933.
Loida Herrera and Truc T. La also opened Unique 

Men’s Salon in October in the Center. The salon 
offers haircuts for men or women, facials, manicures, 
pedicures and full-body massages. Package deals are 
also available. For appointments or more information, 
call 244-3633.

Dell’s New Vice Chair Announced
Dell announced Dec. 19 the appointment of Donald 

Carty to serve as the company’s Vice Chairman and 
Chief Financial Officer, effective Jan. 1. Carty succeeds 
James Schneider, the company’s Senior Vice President 
and Chief Financial Officer. Schneider will remain 
with the company through the end of the current fiscal 
year to assist Carty.

News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

Architect’s firm built on customer service

5  

2 Healing House
The Healing House of Round Rock, 206 B Laurel 

Drive, celebrated its opening with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony in December. The business offers services 
that include massage therapy, Myofascial Release, Reiki, 
Cranio-Sacral Therapy, Structural Integration, acupunc-
ture and chemical detoxification. For more informa-

tion, call 924-7620. 

      Astros to Play Round Rock 
Express

Beginning this month, Round Rock season 
ticket holders can purchase tickets to the 

March 29 game when the Houston Astros 
play the Round Rock Express at Dell Diamond. 
Regular tickets for the game will go on sale in 
March. The Astros last played in Round Rock 

in 2005, drawing one of the stadium’s largest 
crowds. For more information, call 255-2255 x 6.

Grand Reopening
Hands On Physical Therapy will host their Grand 

Reopening Jan. 10 with an all-day open house. Located 
at 301 Hesters Crossing, Ste. 160, the center will have 
free Myofascial Stretching from 5-6 p.m. and a free 
educational presentation on Men’s and Women’s Health 
from 7-8:30 p.m. For more information, call 310-1928.

Christmas Tree Recycling
Residents can recycle their Christmas tree Jan. 6 from 

9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the city’s Brush Recycling Center, 
located at 310 Deepwood Drive. The recycling center 
will chop the trees into free mulch. Residents who 
recycle a tree will receive a pine seedling to plant in 
return. Local businesses can also drop off their trees, 
and for a small fee ($15 per truckload), businesses that 
sell Christmas trees can recycle their leftovers, as well. 
For more information, call 218-5540.
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Products and services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. ©2006 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

Do what you love. We’ll handle the rest.
When it  comes to keeping you connected, the local dedicated business specialists at Time 
Warner Cable Business Class are the people to call. We will help you understand how 
technology can improve productivity and make your job easier, by tailoring data, video and 
security solutions to fit your business needs. All of them are backed by our robust, reliable 
network. So call today. Then get back to doing what you really love.

“I’d rather unravel user errors 
than deal with data storage.”

Contact us at 

512-531-7815 
or visit 

www.austin.twcbc.com
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Historic Gift Shop Purchased 
Round Rock residents Rodney and Brenda Howard 

recently purchased one of the community’s oldest stores, 
Adam’s Gift Shop, 409 N. Mays. The Howards plan 
to expand the line of unique items from local artists, 
as well as East and West coast offerings.  They will 
continue to offer items that 
reflect Tuscan, French, and 
religious styles. Founded in 
1978 by Bobbie Adams, the 
store has been at its current 
location since 1984. 
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by Mandy hobby

Print shop’s success based in loyal staff, customers

Employee Caitlin Barber uses a hole puncher to finalize a printing order.

15307 FM 1825
251-0133  • hilgardesigns@sbcglobal.net

A  F o u r - M A n  S h o W
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“Employees really are what 
make or break you in the end.”
- Melissa garza, co-owner

dennis hilgeman Melissa garza James Pelt

In a time where clicking a simple “print” command on 
the computer seems like second nature, small print shops 
like Premier Printing on FM 1825 have had to adapt to a 
variable market.

“It has been a challenge to keep up with the changing 
technology, but you can’t print everything on your home 
computer,” Melissa Garza, co-owner and manager, said. 
“But we have a great base clientele. They really are our 
bread and butter.” 

Long-time clients like the Pflugerville Independent 
School District, the University of Texas Athletics Depart-
ment and the City of Pflugerville have been coming to 
Premier for more than ten years.

Garza opened Premier with friend, Dennis Hilgeman. 
The duo worked together at Alpha Graphics before decid-
ing to open their own business together.

“It just kind of fell into our hands,” Garza said. “We 
knew how the printing business worked and we were will-
ing to give it a try.”

 They managed the shop with the previous owner of 
Premier for a year before taking it over in 1992. Three of 
the four employees still work in the print shop.  

“Being a small business, we take pride in what we do,” 

Garza said. “We don’t let anything out we wouldn’t pay for 
ourselves.”

Along with competing for business against technology, 
Premier has also survived the early rocky months of a new 
business and Sept. 11’s impact on the economy.

“When we first took over it was hard,” Garza said, “and 
after 9/11, we struggled for a good two years. But, even 
through all of that, nothing has changed how much I love 
it.”

Garza’s and Hilgeman’s dedicated work philosophy 
shows not just in their final products, but in their at-
titudes. When something cannot be done at the shop, 
Garza said they find a way to get it done.

“We don’t have a color copy machine here, but I guar-
antee people a 24-hour return on copies,” Garza said. 
Garza goes the extra mile for customers by using a friend’s 
state-of-the-art color copier for her clients.

The light-hearted, but diligent work ethic is infectious 
when talking to Garza and the rest of the staff. The close-
knit group stays busy all day and year round, but doesn’t 
forget to enjoy what they are doing in the process.

“It’s like Cheers here; everyone knows each other and 
we know all of our clients,” Garza said. “This is home for 
us. It’s not just our job, it’s our livelihood.”

Darren M. Kocs, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 
to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 
community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 
and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 
radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 
medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care

For more information contact us today at

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Rock Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . t e x a s c a n c e r c e n t e r r o u n d r o c k . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.

Valerian Chyle, Jr., M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Lakshmi Balasubramanian, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Catherine S. Wu, M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Wells Branch Pkwy.

182
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Premier 
Printing

Come taste the best flavors
of the Caribbean!

Buy ONE Entree
Get one 1/2 Off

(Paella not included) Expires 2/1/06

New menu
in January

15200 FM 1825 Pflugerville  
Austin Texas 78660

990-3121

New Lunch &   
    Dinner Menus

251.9686

Hoster
CHIROPRACTIC & MASSAGE

Three Points Plaza
2700 Pecan St. West, St 780  •  Pflugerville, Texas 78660

Excellent Massage 
Therapy

Gift Certificates 
Available

Safe and Effective 
Chiropractic Care

Physical Therapy and 
Rehabilitation

$10 OFF
60-minute massage (Normally $60)

Can be used towards gift certificate
Expires2/1/07

NowoffERiNGACuPuNCTuRE

FREE
Initial Chiropractic

Evaluation.
Expires 2/1/07

PflugeR ville Business - PReMieR PRinting
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News or questions about Pflugerville? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.
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New Law Firm 
The Law Offices of Clark & Clark have begun 

operations in Pflugerville and Round Rock. This 
brother-sister attorney team practices both criminal 
and family law. With nearly a decade of combined 
legal experience, Clark & Clark can meet a family’s 
legal needs, including wills, adoptions, guardianships, 

divorce, child support/visitation and modifications. 
For more information, call 851-6309 or e-mail 
dclark@lawyer.com. 

       Ballet Studio Opens
The Texas Academy of Ballet, located at 20009 

FM 685, will waive registration and the monthly 
fee during the month of January to celebrate 
its grand opening, Jan. 8. The academy’s ballet 
program is based on the syllabus provided by 

the Royal Academy of Dance in London. Director 
Carolyn Bognar will also offer jazz and tap dance 

classes. For more information about the academy, 
call 670-9959.

Church Breaks Ground
New Life Baptist Church, which meets at Murchi-

son Elementary School, held their groundbreaking at 
19711 Hodde Lane Dec. 10. The church plans to open 
the new facility by August. For more information, call 
251-0011.

New Appointments to City 
Boards, Commissions and 
Committees 
The Pflugerville City Council hosted an appreciation 

reception during their work session Dec. 12 to honor 
all retiring and newly appointed Board, Commission 
and Committee Members. An oath of office ceremony 
was held for newly appointed members.

Appointments Include: 
Keith Hickman, Oscar Rodriguez, Warren Jones, Robert Wilson, A.K. Brewer, 
Javed Helali, Tamya Isenberg, Barry Ryan, Donna White, Sheila Aboii, Tracey 
Redus, Kathryn Young, Mark Gladney, David Rogers, Darelle White, Wayne 
Cooper, Nancy Ramsey and Sam Storms.

Christmas Tree Recycling
Residents can bring Christmas trees to the Wells Point 

Soccer Fields parking lot for recycling until Jan. 10. 
Trees can be unloaded on the south end of the parking 
lot. The mulch made from the trees will be free and 
available to the public. For more information, call the 
Parks Department at 251-5082.

3
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Print shop’s success based in loyal staff, customers

IH-35 NORTH @ WESTINGHOUSE ROAD
ONE MILE NORTH OF ROUND ROCK, EXIT 257

ROUND ROCK
AUSTIN

CEDAR PARK
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E. CHANDLER ST1431
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 Premier
 MAZDA
                in Georgetown

SALES:   M-SAT 8:30AM-8PM
SERVICE:   M-F 7AM-6PM

1-800-440-9115
premiermazda.net

SAFETY RATED**

Take a test drive today.

All New 2007 MAZDA

STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE: 244 hp 2.3 liter turbocharged engine,
18-inch alloy wheels, ABS, Steering-wheel-mounted audio and cruise control,
Remote Keyless entry, 6-speed Automatic, A/C, Power door locks - windows & 
outside mirrors • Satelitte-radio-ready modular audio AM/FM CD stereo

 Available
All-Wheel Drive

Happy New Year!
From your friends and neighbors 

at Premier Mazda.

24MPG ESTIMATED 
HIGHWAY

**BASED ON FRONTAL AND/OR SIDE 
AND/OR ROLLOVER RATINGS FOUND AT 

www.safercar.com.

FM 1825
Pecan St.
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New Tenants in Grand Avenue 
Office Park

Tank Technologies, an in-office voice over Internet 
phone company, has opened in the Grand Avenue 
Office Park at 1433 Grand Avenue Parkway. This is 
the Austin-based company’s first Pflugerville location 
providing integrated phone systems to businesses. 
Find out more about Tank’s services online at www.
tanktechnologies.com or call 990-8265.
 OT Connection, a center for pediatric occupational 
therapy, has opened in the same office park. OT 
Connection helps teach children motor and

behavioral skills, in addition to offering physical therapy, 
pediatric yoga and kindermusik programs. OT Connection 
can be reached online at www.OTconnection.com or call 
251-3230 to schedule an appointment.



JANUARY  2007� impAct News.com impAct News.com

We’re changing the landscape of Texas health care
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CONTINUED FROM |1
City tourismTrail of Retail

As a part of Round Rock’s campaign to increase 
tourist trade, Round Rock Convention and 
Visitors Bureau Director Nancy Yawn plans to join 
with nearby Salado and Georgetown to create a 
trail of diverse destination shopping.

In Round Rock, they will offer stores such as IKEA 
and the Premium Outlets, in Georgetown, the 
historic downtown shops, and in Salado, the 
country craft shops. 

The effort will include a shared 
brochure and Web site, which the 
bureaus plan to launch soon 
although a start date has yet 
to be finalized.

Charles Simon believes the recent 
opening of SH 130 will play an instru-
mental role in the city’s development and 
prosperity.

The properties along IH 35 and parts 
of FM 1825 belong in Austin’s extra-ter-
ritorial jurisdiction, giving Austin the 
sales tax revenue that comes from those 
businesses. However,the companies that 
locate on SH 130 will create funds for 
Pflugerville.

Last year, to prepare for the open-
ing of SH 130, the city joined with the 
Chamber of Commerce in a campaign 
that declared Pflugerville was “Open for 
Business.” 

Mayor Cat Callen announced at the 
SH 130 ribbon cutting that unlike other 
cities along the corridor, Pflugerville had 
water and wastewater infrastructure in 
place. 

Evidence of their success began with 
the announcement of Stone Hill, a de-
velopment of one million sq. ft. near the 
intersection of SH 130 and SH 45 open-
ing in Spring 2008.

The city recently began advertising 
in Austin, Houston and Dallas business 
journals to promote itself. 

The ads highlight the median income, 
the new Lake Pflugerville and the ma-
jor highways surrounding Pflugerville. 
Simon hopes the ads will erase miscon-
ceptions about the city and cause busi-
ness owners to locate in Pflugerville. 

 “All the things that we’ve been talking 
about and preparing for during the last 
few years are happening,” Simon said. 
“It used to be people would tell me they 
come up here to go dove hunting. Now 
it is more that they hear exciting stuff is 
happening over here.”

 

play here.” 
Before the CVB’s inception, Yawn 

worked for the city as the economic de-
velopment director. When the city decid-
ed they needed to give businesses a rea-
son to move to Round Rock, they hired a 
consultant team that could evaluate what 
the city had to offer. One of the first rec-
ommendations suggested Round Rock 
create a convention and visitors bureau, 
and Yawn became the director.

After completing the community anal-
ysis, the consultants recognized Round 
Rock’s strong appreciation for youth and 
amateur athletics. It had affordable and 
kid-friendly hotels and restaurants. It 
had the facilities for sleep and play.

Yawn began the Sports Capital of Tex-
as campaign and the CVB. After a year 
of existence, in 2005, the bureau drew 
sports events that generated more than 
$13 million in economic impact for the 
city. That number increased by $2.5 mil-
lion for 2006 as of November.  

This year, Yawn added several other 
fronts to her tourism campaign—namely 
shopping. However, the push for desti-
nation retail has not changed the CVB’s 
emphasis. 

One new promotional piece Yawn pres-
ents to potential clients features a tennis 
shoe with a stiletto heel.

 “We’re keeping true to our brand,” 
Yawn said. “We have a new sport in 

Pflugerville markets its possiblities

Serving Forest Creek and
surrounding areas for 3 years.

ABC Medical Center
Superior Medical Care for 

Adults, Babies and Children

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

79

Gattis School Rd.
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ed
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d
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ay

s
Forest   CreekI-35

“Let our family treat your family.”

Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

Specializing in Pediatrics
and Family Practice.

Urgent Illness, School, Sports, and
Annual Physicals, Women’s Healthcare,

 Immunizations and Pediatric Care

Photo by Lourdes Imaging

310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane,

Round Rock, TX 78664

Flushots

One of three ads 
appearing in Austin, 
Houston and Dallas 
business journals.

Salado

georgetown

round rock

Smokey Mo’s 
Bar-B-Q
Smokey Mo’s 
Bar-B-Q

$1 OFF

Catering 
Parties of 100 to 1000
Call 828-4050

grOUP PaCKS
Serve 10 or more
Delivery available

FaMiLY PaCKS
Serve 3-4 or 6-8 people

Four Convenient Locations
•  round rock, 828-4050

1601 i-35 South, Ste 320
• Cedar Park, 528-0500

100 e. Whitestone, Ste 158
• Parmer and Mcneil, 918-0002

6001 W. Parmer
• Liberty Hill, 515-0668

717 S. Hwy 183

WWW.SMOKeYMOSBBQ.COM

per pound 
of any meat

limit 5 pounds
offer not good with catering orders

expires 2/1/07
Morris “Smokey Mo” Melchor

Find a Home... Find a Cure

Behind on your payment... 
AVOID FORECLOSURE. If you need to sell 

your home fast...Call Me Today!

YOUR SHORT SALE & HOME MARKETING SPECIALIST
Visit my website for more information www.illsaveyou.com

I WILL SELL YOUR 
HOME IN 60 DAYS 

OR PAY YOU $500...
GUARANTEED

(certain restrictions do apply - Short 
Sales do not qualify for this program)

“I could never find the right Realtor.... So I became oNe!”

Proud Sponsor of The Susan G. Komen Foundation 
- Austin Affiliate

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME ANALYSIS - (512) 748-0652
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Homes mid $100s–$350s • falcon-pointe.com

I-35 N to Exit #247. 1825 through Pflugerville to FM 685. Left on 685,
3 miles. Right on Kelly Lane. Follow the Falcon Pointe signs.

ADDRESS BUILDER BR/BA SQ. FT.
2209 Heritage Well Lane Highland 3/2 1820
2221 Village View Loop Highland 3/2 2091
18704 Golddust Pass Legacy 4/2 2290
2516 Grand Mission Legacy 4/2.5 2768
2708 Quiet Water Pass Highland 4/2.5 2983
18900 Hilltop Canyon Legacy 4/2.5 3113

HURRY OVER to Falcon Pointe, Pflugerville’s only 
master-planned community.

Resort-Style Residents’ Club • Activities Director
Tennis and sports court/sand volleyball courts

Pocket parks/picnic areas • Hike and Bike pathways
On-site Pflugerville ISD schools • Austin’s most respected builders

See falcon-pointe.com to preview floorplans and inventory

There’s nothing
else like it.

Newland Communities creates desirable, livable communities across the nation. For nearly four decades we have been creating a special
sense of community by bringing to life the unique history, culture and traditions of the land we develop.

Highland Homes
512-670-1518

Legacy Homes
512-670-3040

Morrison Homes
512-670-3607

Texas Big 
512-989-3374

FP-N6303_10x6.5  12/14/06  12:36 PM  Page 1

Newland Communities creates desirable, livable communities across the nation. For nearly four decades we have been creating a special
sense of community by bringing to life the unique history, culture and traditions of the land we develop.

4099 Bluffside Lane Standard Pacific 1478
1712 Woodvista Place Legacy 1797
1118 Hillridge Drive Highland 2648
1314 Hillridge Drive Highland 2670
901 Wood Mesa Drive Village 2801
4208 Green Vista Place Texas Big 4541

Address Builder Sq. Ft.

AVAILABLE INVENTORYHomes mid $100s-$500s · teravista.com

See teravista.com to preview floorplans and inventory
From Austin: Take I-35 North, exit #257 (the exit after University Blvd.)

and turn right on Teravista Parkway.
REALTORS® Welcome

Prices, specifications and plans represent present intent of the developer and builders and are subject to change without notice.

HIGHLAND
HOMES

512-238-0600

LEGACY
HOMES

512-733-6060

LENNAR
HOMES

512-388-8224

TEXAS
BIG

512-238-7658

VILLAGE
BUILDERS

512-671-3600

Life comes together at Teravista. With miles of winding trails, a Resident’s Club
with swimming pool, tot splash pool, tennis, playscape, sand volleyball, 
fitness room and an 18-hole championship public
golf course, Teravista offers homes from some of
Austin’s most well-known builders. Teravista.
Where life comes together.

Where Life Comes Together.

MORRISON
HOMES

512-388-4740

STANDARD
PACIFIC

512-255-2303

TER-N6085_10x6.5  12/15/06  8:34 AM  Page 1
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+$8,904 

+11

Round Rock

Number of
homes sold
over last year

Increase 
in average 
selling 
price over 
last year

Round Rock & Pflugerville MLS Area
r E A l  E S tAt E  r E P o r tR e s i d e n t i a l

Hidden Glen
Round Rock - 78681
1118 Hidden Glen
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

5 Br./4/0 Ba.         
$410,000

Forest Creek
Round Rock - 78664             
2127 Hilton Head Dr.     
Agent: Marianne Lamele (512) 789-5775

Wood Glen
Round Rock - 78681            
2824 Chatelle Drive
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

5 Br./3/0 Ba.         
$310,000

4 Br./3/1 Ba.         
$459,000

On the Market

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

18

156

191

205

109

57

18

4

-

Monthly Home sales

November 2006

November 2005

October 2006

September 2006

August 2006

July 2006

June 2006

207

224

229

256

287

285

329

$163,416

$151,101

$156,516

$154,391

$167,091

$153,901

$152,537

Price Range # of Homes for Sale
Round Rock

Avg. Days on Market

5

104

151

107

3

-

-

3

-

Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

59

68

75

89

94

92

141

-

-

67

76

84

112

49

35

-

-

-

Month  Number of Sales
Round Rock

Average Price
Pflugerville Round Rock Pflugerville

$199,555

$190,657

$194,428

$191,750

$196,506

$200,318

$194,388

118

90

125

131

151

166

146

+$12,315 

Pflugerville

Round Rock and Pflugerville Specialists
810 Hesters Crossing, Suite 100
Round Rock, TX 78681
512-255-1060
www.coldwellbankerunited.com

Data provided by Alamo Title Company (www.alamotitle-austin.com)
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- Set your thermostat at 68 degrees in the winter.
- Use compact fluorescent light bulbs.
- Lower the thermostat on your hot water heater to 115 degrees Fahrenheit.
- Wash only full loads of dishes and clothes.
- Clean and replace filters on furnaces once a month or as needed.
- Caulk and weather-strip windows and exterior doors.
- Set ceiling fans on reverse to  re-circulate heat that would 
  otherwise build up near the ceiling.

w i n t e r  Energy-saving Tips

Understanding Your Electricity Bill
Charges most likely to appear on your bill:

 Customer charges: flat fee applied monthly regardless of amount of kilowatt hours used. 
Fee covers meter reading, equipment and customer service.

 Recurring charges: itemizes any recurring charges other than for electric service.

 Non-recurring charges: late fees, returned check fees or restoration of service fees.

 Total current charges: balances from the preceding bill, payments made since the preceding bill,
total amount due and a checkbox for customer to voluntarily donate money to bill payment 
assistance program.

 New services or products: obvious notice of any new products or services being provided to the
customer since the previous bill.

 Changes in rates: any change in the customer’s rates or charges due to a variable rate feature 
in the Terms of Service contract.

 Fuel charge: charge that allows the electric retail provider to recover the cost of fuel used to 
generate electricity. This charge is regulated by the Public Utility Commission for retail providers. 

 Late payment penalty: a one-time penalty not more than 5 percent 
       may be charged on a delinquent bill.

 City sales tax

Alternative energy
CONTINUED FROM |1 - Install a programmable thermostat $100 a year

- Take short showers instead of baths $28 a year
- Close vents in unused rooms $100 a year
- Clean dryer lint filter every time you use the dryer $66 a year
- Cover windows on winter nights with insulated curtains $24 a year
- Wrap the hot water heater in an insulation blanket $20 a year

what you can dowhat you can do to save up toto save up to

other tipsother tips

Source: Public Utility Commission of Texas

“Before 2002, all electricity in Texas was fully-regu-
lated by an entity with a fixed rate,” Hadley said. “By 
giving customers a choice, you can create better prices 
than regulated prices. It’s just like gas or clothes; you 
need to go to different places to get the best value.”

Hadley advises consumers to be aware of the terms 
of service, the length of the contract, the level of reli-
ability and customer service. 

“The challenge is to get people to make that first leap 
and shop around,” Hadley said. “For deregulation to 
work, you have to shop just like you are shopping for 
a cell phone.”

Retail electric providers like TXU and Reliant are 
able to compete for business by offering lower prices, 
renewable energy options and benefits or incentives. 
Hadley reminds that even though customers have an 
option when shopping for electricity, they still receive 
the same service and reliability during a blackout or 
problem because one entity manages the service. The 
only thing that is different is the providers’ costs.
Renewable Energy

Even though only about three percent of the state’s 
total power consumption comes from renewable en-
ergy like wind, sun and landfill gas, 90 percent of that 
renewable energy is generated from wind power. The 
majority of Texas’ electricity comes from plants that 
burn natural gas or coal, but since the first commercial 
wind farm was built in West Texas in 1995, the demand 
for alternative energy has grown with the population.

“Renewable energy generally costs more,” Hadley 
said. “When you choose an energy retail provider that 
uses renewable energy, it doesn’t mean that that’s what 
you are getting sent to your house.”

Hadley explains that choosing Gexa Energy or Green 
Mountain Energy Company means the provider guar-
antees to purchase a specific amount or percentage of 
non-polluting energy.
Wind Turbines Manufactured Locally

TECO/Westinghouse, a leading manufacturer of 
electric motors and generators, signed a Strategic Alli-
ance Agreement with Composite Technology Corpora-
tion Nov. 27. The partnership calls for TECO to begin 
manufacturing wind turbines in Round Rock for dis-
tribution in the North American market and will create 
150 new jobs. 

The alliance provides for local manufacturing in 
Texas, the state that now generates the largest amount 
of wind power.

“It is an important day when one of the city’s em-
ployers is able to expand and diversify their business,” 
Round Rock Mayor Nyle Maxwell said. “This advanced 
product will cause there to be no interruption in the 
transmission of electricity; it will transfer directly to 
the power grid.”
Round Rock’s support

The Round Rock City Council approved a resolution 
at their Dec. 7 meeting to support new power plants 
built in Texas that use advanced technology to reduce 
emissions. 

Round Rock is participating in the Early Action 
Compact, an agreement to reduce ozone pollution and 
bring the region into compliance with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency air quality standards. 
The city’s economic development depends on the EPA 
for cooperation when building additional roads and 
highways.

“The resolution affirms our commitment that we do 
need good, reliable energy for our continued economic 
viability, but we also need clean air as well, and they 
[EPA] have got the technology to do this,” Alan Mc-
Graw, Mayor pro tem, said.

Accord Home cAre provides:

Accord Home cAre
is medicAre certified.

skilled Nursing
 Home Health Aides
physical Therapy
speech Therapy
occupational Therapy

 Certified ET Nurses
colostomy care
 Certified Wound VAC Care
daily insulin care
in-home Telemonitoring

The bottom line to our home health care program 
is patient care. it allows our patients to maintain 

their dignity and the opportunity to regain an 
optimal level of independence through 

intervention and rehabilitation.
Locally Owned and Serving Central Texas since 1996

The choice is yours...

cHoose Accord Home cAre

512-246-1451

ROUND ROCK

Joe Antenorcruz
jantenorcruz@maxwellauto.com

“I promise to make your next 
vehicle purchase experience as 

easy as possible.”

cell

(512) 496-9028

office

(512) 681-4841

Internet Manager
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Special Internet Pricing is valid 
through our Internet Department 

Joe Antenorcruz to receive 
your internet special price.

AND
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The redesign ‘07 models are in!!

Client:  Wilco Children’s Advocacy Center
Publication: Community Impact
Issue: January, 2006
Size: 1/4 Page

Submitted by Peer Group Consulting
Contact: Bob Bretz, Art Director, 512-671-9400

Breaking the cycle of abuse…
One child at a time.

The Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center
Since 1998, the Children’s Advocacy Center has provided services to more than 
2,200 primary victims of child abuse and assisted an additional 10,000 secondary 
victims in Williamson County. 

To help more children, we are building new facilities. We need your support to 
bring this project to completion.

We thank the many local building professionals, such as Champion Site Prep, 
Moman Architects, Baker-Aicklen Engineering and Jimmy Jacobs Builders, who
have contributed labor, skills, and material assistance to bring us to the point 
we are today.

To make a contribution to helping the children of Williamson County,
please contact:

Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center
406 W. University Avenue, Georgetown, TX   78626
Phone: 512-930-1933  •  Fax: 512-863-5231  •  E-mail: wccac@thegateway.net

Proud member of the Children’s Advocacy Centers of Texas, Inc & National Children’s Alliance
Advertising courtesy of Peer Group Consulting
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The Seton Family of Hospitals wishes your family a happy and healthy 
New Year. We feel blessed to serve a vibrant, growing Williamson 
County and look forward to continuing this service when we open our 
doors in early 2008. Our new facility will bring residents the quality, 
complex medical care and healing spirit Seton is known for. We care 
about the communities we serve. After all, we’re neighbors.

Wishing you a happy and healthy New Year.

www.seton.net

SWL-014-061109-holiday-ads.indd   1 12/19/06   1:49:18 PM
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Community  

With each “Merry Christmas Teacher” ornament she 
placed on the boughs of her Christmas tree last month, 
Vernagene Mott remembered with fondness the many 
students who passed through her classroom during her 
35-year teaching career.

“I went to college at a time when it wasn’t common-
place for women to attend,” she said.  “I received a schol-
arship and studied math and chemistry while I commuted 
from Pflugerville to the University of Texas.”  

Following graduation, Mott taught in a variety of Texas 
cities, traveling with her husband, her high school sweet-
heart, while he completed his medical residency, until 
finally returning to the Pflugerville school system in 1978.  

Although she’s been out of the classroom for several 
years, her dedication to the students of Pflugerville 
continues.  

“If a community is going to be strong, public education 
has to be good,” Mott said.

Running for the Pflugerville Board of Education was 
the farthest thing from her mind after she left teaching, 
but she was encouraged to do so, and has found the past 
two and a half years she has served on the board as both 
challenging and rewarding.

“When I look back at my own childhood in Pflugerville, 

my high school years were probably some of the most 
wonderful years of my life,” Mott said.  “That’s one of the 
reasons I’ve always wanted to give back to the folks who 
helped me get where I am today.”

Mott’s dedication to Pflugerville is equally engrained 
in her because of her family lineage.  Her mother was a 
descendent of Conrad Pfluger.  

“My ancestors tread these streets,” she said.  “I was born 
in the house I was raised in.”

She remembers the good and bad times – like the 55-
game winning streak Pflugerville’s football team posted, 
and the water drought in the 1950s that forced her and 
her two brothers to take a full-fledged bath only once a 
week.

So it was with particular endearment that Mott partici-
pated in the oral history project for the city.  The two-
year interview process culminated in the publication of 
Pflugerville:  A Heritage to Remember.  

 “Pflugerville was (and is) changing,” Mott says.  “It was 
no longer the little town between Round Rock and Aus-
tin.  We knew we had to document, preserve and share 
Pflugerville’s story with generations to come.”

Mott’s dedication to being a good steward for Pfluger-
ville also spurred her interest in the Capital Area Metro-
politan Planning Organization, the regional transporta-
tion-planning group that sets priorities for spending 
federal transportation dollars.  

As she watched SH 130 grow up around  
the city, she made a personal choice to 
become as informed as possible on the 
environmental impacts of the roadway and 

related projects.  She attended meetings so she could 
obtain information.  

“All of us in a democracy have a voice,” Mott said.  “If 
you dare to ask questions, your voice is heard.  I may not 
have all the answers, but I always want to do what is best 
for Pflugerville, and many times asking the right question 
will get results.”by Kathy LesKo

veRnagene Mott, PflugeR ville

V E r n A g E n E  M ot t ’ S  t i E S  to  P F lu g E r V i l l E
She has been or is currently involved in: 
heritage house Partners
Pflugerville independent School district Board
greater Pflugerville chamber of commerce
richland community Association

immanuel lutheran church Music & Worship committee 
(she also serves as lead organist for the church)
texas Association of School Boards leadership Program

Icon
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Education

The Round Rock school district waited a 
year to win its much-needed bond money, 
and now it is not waiting a minute more to 
spend it. 
Bond sale

The district is already setting a timetable 
for construction of new school buildings 
and preparing to sell the first of four bonds, 
totaling more than $267 million. 

The first will be sold Jan. 16, giving the 
district $104 million. Of this amount, $87 
million will go toward the construction and 
design of new schools, $1 million toward 
land purchasing, almost $2 million toward 
the district’s heating and air conditioning 
systems, $1 million toward renovation and 
almost $7 million towards technology. The 
rest will be split among projects such as 
roofing, security and curriculum. 

“Taxpayers will start seeing the increase 
in their property tax next October,” Mike 
Estes, director of budget and business ser-
vices, said. “The district will begin paying 
on the bonds in the next tax year.”

The district is using the debt services 
fund to buy down the tax rate for the next 
three years, so in 2007 tax payers can ex-
pect to see the debt service portion of their 
property tax move from $.30 to $.34. 

To assure voters that bond money will 

by raChel youens

Round Rock sells first bond, sets timeline for projects

be well spent, the district has put together 
a bond oversight committee. The 14-mem-
ber group, seven experts appointed by the 
school board and seven citizens appointed 
by Supt. Jesus Chavez, will track the prog-
ress of projects. 
New schools

The new school buildings in the bond 
will start opening in the 2008-09 school 
year and include Patsy Sommer Elemen-
tary, a new elementary in Turtle Creek 
and a middle school at Walsh Ranch. The 
district will save $250,000 in design fees 
by replicating the design of Patsy Sommer 
for the Turtle Creek school and the third 
elementary.

The unnamed third elementary, included 
in the third proposition of the bond pack-
age, is high on the district’s list for quick 
completion. This school was set to open for 
the 2009-10 school year to offset crowding 
at Cactus Ranch Elementary, due to be at 
150 percent capacity by 2008-09. However, 
the most recent enrollment projections for 
Cactus Ranch show it will hit 150 percent 
not by 2008, but by 2007. 

If there is enough money from the first 
bond sale, RRISD’s Director of Transpor-
tation Dan Roberts has proposed that the 
opening of the third elementary be pushed 
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forward to the 2008-09 school year. In ad-
dition to dealing with the crowding, build-
ing the school early would save the district 
a year of construction inflation and almost 
$1.25 million in portable buildings the dis-
trict would have to buy to house the new 
students. The school will be in the north-
eastern area of the district, and although a 
location has not yet been determined the 
district is considering sites near Teravista, 
Paloma Lakes and Ryan’s Crossing.

New Boundaries
Besides building new schools, the dis-

trict will also be redrawing boundary lines 
to balance enrollment numbers. These new 
boundaries will accommodate the schools 
set to open in the 2008-09 school year and 
help lower the number of students at over-
crowded schools. 

The district has also formed a citizen’s 
boundary committee to receive input from 
the community on future boundaries. 

S a m e   D a y   a p p o i n t m e n t S

Board Certified Physicians
Pediatrics to Geriatrics

www.parkwayprimarycare.com

512.252.1505
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Care for All Ages
Accepting new pAtients

• Health Maintenance / Preventive Care 
• Urgent Illness/Injury

• Annual Physical • Geriatric Assessment 
• Women’s Healthcare

• Immunizations • Pediatric Care

Shane Keller, MD
Family Medicine

Gwendolyn Miller, MD
Internal Medicine

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy • Suite 112 (In Grand Ave. Center 1) • Pflugerville, Tx 78660

Patsy Sommer 
Elementary in Avery 

Ranch to open 
‘08-’09

Elementary School 
in Turtle Creek
to open ‘08-’09

Middle School in 
Walsh Ranch to 

open ‘08-’09

Teravista Site

Paloma Lake
Sites

Ryan’s 
Crossing Site

Location of first schools 
using new bond funds

Possible locations for third elementary

Definite sites for schools opening 2008

Join us at one of our informational meetings Jan. 13 - Feb. 1
www.teamintraining.org/ctxt 512.491.6610

• Personal Training
 • Pilates, Yoga and Aerobics 
 • Youth Sports
 • Gymnastics and Tumbling
 • Parent/child Yoga
 • Homeschooler Programs
 • Martial Arts
 • Self Defense

• We build strong kids, strong families, strong communities • Financial assistance is available •

Pflugerville YMCA
15808 Windermere Drive, Pflugerville, 78660

928-9622
www.austinymca.org

th
eYMCA of Austin

Helps You! Gets Results!

Up to $100 
OFF thru
January!

Focus
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Inside  c a R  R e g i s t R a t i o n ,  t X ta g ,  c a R t s ,  s h o R t  c u t s

t X ta g P u B l i c  t R a n s P o R t a t i o n

*Seniors (over 60), students, persons with disabilities (proof of certification required) 
and children under 12 are eligible for reduced fares. 

Capital area Rural Transit system
The Capital Area Rural Transportation System, or CARTS, provides 
public transportation for community transit, which is available to 
all Round Rock residents. Users must make reservations 24-hours in 
advance by calling 478-7433 or 1-800-456-RIDE. Drivers will pick up 
riders at their homes. For more information, visit www.ridecarts.com.

Community Transit Routes Schedule
Fares are based on distance traveled one-way. 

Tuesdays and  

Thursdays

Departs at 9:00 a.m.

 Returns at Noon.

Tues. and Thursdays
Departs at 7:00 a.m. 
Returns at 3:00 p.m. 
One-way service to 

Cedar Park 
Departs at 2:00 p.m.

Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday

Departs at 9:00 a.m. 

Return at 2:00 p.m.

1st and 3rd 
Wednesday

Departs at 9:00 a.m. 

Returns at 2:30 p.m.

g e o r g e t o w n c e d a r  p a r k

SAFE BEACON 
I N S U R A N C E  

AUTO    HOME    BUSINESS

Needs change, rates change, and policies change...
Don’t let another year go by

Without a qualified evaluation of YOUR needs.

Safe Beacon can
        Light the Way...
Safe Beacon can
        Light the Way...

Helen Bartholomew, C.I.C., C.I.S.R.

1901 E. Palm Valley Blvd. • Round Rock, TX 
Phone: (512) 535-1918

www.safebeaconinsurance.com

If you’re In the dark about your polIcy’s true value,If you’re In the dark about your polIcy’s true value,

How to order a TxTag
Visit www.gotxtag.org or call 1-888-GoTxTag

TxTag’s will be free for a few months, although you must put at least 
$20 in your account. Eventually the price for a tag will be $9.65 but 
TXDOT has not yet set a date to begin charging the fee. 

Toll rates
SH 45 and Loop 1 $.75  •  SH 130 $1.50

All ramps $.50

Toll Road fee calendar
Jan. 6-31:  Free with TxTag, others must pay cash

February:  Half price with TxTag

After February, TxTag users will always receive 10 percent off of the 
regular toll fee.

autoPay
When your TxTag balance drops below a certain pre-set level, this free 
service will automatically replenish your account and charge your 
credit card. 

Toll lane lights
Some toll plazas will have a system of lights that indicate your ac-
count status. Green lets you know you have money and your account 
has been charged, yellow that your account is low, and red that your 
account is empty or not working and that you need to pay cash.

Compatibility
Your TxTag will also work on Houston and Dallas tollways, but only 
keep one toll tag on your car at a time to prevent double charges.

new residents who own Motor vehiCles Must title/register their vehiCles within 
30 days of moving to Texas. 
to register your vehiCle, follow the steps below: Proof of insurance is required.

1.  Get a vehicle inspection.
2.  Show inspection certification and proof of insurance to county 
tax office.

 Travis County: 5501 Airport Blvd., Austin • 854-9473
 Williamson County: 904 S. Main St., Georgetown • 943-1602

3.  Provide the vehicle’s odometer reading if less than 10 years old.
4.  Present an original out-of-state title or current foreign/military 
ownership document. If title is unavailable, take your registration 
document and proof of sales tax payment.
5.  Submit a vehicle title/registration form.
registration fee: title application fee of $28 or $33, depending on the 
county, and new resident tax of $90.
Additional fees may also be due at the time of registration. For 
more information, contact county tax office. For information about 
the new resident tax, contact the Comptroller of Public Accounts.

exCeptions: You are not required to title or register your vehicle if you are a 
non-resident active duty member of the U.S. Armed Forces or a non-resident 
full-time student attending a Texas college or university.

$2.50/ $1* $3.50/$1.50*

a u s t i n

$4/ $2*

t e m p l e

$10.50/$3.50*

Gattis School Rd.

S. Mays

Dell Way

Greenlawn Blvd.

Louis Henna
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Pflugerville
Instead of getting on the highway and to avoid traffic lights, here is a 
Pflugerville shortcut.

Round Rock
To avoid the highway or tollroad, use this shortcut to get from South 
Mays to Louis Henna Blvd. or Pflugerville.

c i t y  s h o R t c u t s

Mays Crossing 
Center

A.W. Grimes 
& 

Louis Henna

Grand Ave. 
& 

Pflugerville
Pkwy. FM 1825

&
Windermere Dr.

Pflugerville Pkwy.

Registering your vehicle

Obtaining a Texas driver license 
new residents Moving into texas, who have a valid driver license from their 
home state, have 30 days to secure a Texas driver license. 
appliCants age 18 and over with a valid out-of-state driver liCense Must:

• Provide proof of identity.
• Provide proof of social security number.
• Provide proof of Texas vehicle registration and liability insurance,  
if you own a vehicle. 
• Complete required forms available at Texas driver license offices.

 North Austin:  6121 North Lamar, Austin • 512-424-2076
 Northwest Austin:  13730 Research Blvd., Austin • 512-506-2847 
 Georgetown:  515 Pine Street, Georgetown, •  512-863-5816

•Pay the required fee: Under 18 - $5; 18 and older - $24 
•Pass a vision exam.

• If you have a VALID out-of-state license in your possession, it must 
be surrendered at the driver license office.
• If you have never been licensed or have an EXPIRED out-of-state 
license, you will be required to pass both the written and driving 
exams, in addition to a vision test.

HILLCOUNTRY
PflugervilleB I B L E  C H U R C H

       When was the last time
your kids dragged 

     you to church?
Families love
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P f l u g e R v i l l eR o u n d  R o c k
Historical  

During the early twentieth century, 
Round Rock was still primarily an agri-
cultural community. The cotton indus-
try had fallen on hard times, with price 
and yields falling dramatically. Brothers 
and local businessmen Carl and Thomas 
Nelson surveyed the Wisconsin cheese 
industry and determined that a cheese 
factory would revive Round Rock’s sag-
ging economy. 

After extensive interviews, August 
Kaufman was hired to head the opera-
tion and remained at that position for 20 
years. The Round Rock Cheese Factory 
opened in January 1928 on the west side 
of Georgetown Avenue north of Brushy 
Creek.

On the first day of operation, the fac-
tory processed 800 pounds of milk from 

Cheese factory provided 
strong local economy 

20 area farmers. Word spread quickly, 
and more farmers were added to the milk 
routes. The factory paid 30 cents per 100 
pounds of milk and issued checks twice 
a month. For many farmers these checks 
were their only source of income. 

The Armour Company purchased the 
factory after its first year of operation and 
began an extensive expansion project.  
New equipment arrived by boxcar loads 
and the size of the factory doubled.

During the Depression in the 1930s, the 
cheese factory paid approximately $15,000 
to the farmers each month, two-thirds 
of the total payroll for the entire town of 
Round Rock. It is estimated the factory 
saved more than 900 families from desti-
tute circumstances.

The creamy, yellow, mild-flavored cheese 
was sold for local distribution and was also 
shipped in 500 pound barrels to Spring-
field, Mo. to be used in various types of 
cheese foods. From start to finish it took 
about five hours to make a vat of cheese.

The high quality of the cheese was 
attributed not only to the talents of the 
cheese maker, but to the quality of milk 
supplied by local dairymen.  In 1929, 
Round Rock Cheese Factory was awarded 
a silver medal at the National Dairy Show 
in Memphis, Tenn. and also won a first-
place ribbon at the Texas State Fair that 
fall.

When the factory was sold and relocated 
in 1968, it was the oldest plant in continu-
ous operation in the state.

by JiM dawson
One of the oldest churches in Pfluger-

ville is St. Elizabeth Catholic Church.  
Pflugerville was one of eight missions for 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Austin 
until 1932 when it was placed under the 
protection of St. Elizabeth of Hungary. 
Priests periodically came from Austin or 
Taylor to conduct Mass, weddings, confir-
mations and funerals.  

The first Mass celebrated in the area 
was in 1919 in an empty hall known as 
the “Green House” owned by Estanislao 
and Anita Cantu.  Mr. Cantu longed for 
a Catholic Church in Pflugerville and of-
fered to donate the land to the OLG.  

When the OLG checked the property 
records they learned the property had 
back taxes due and agreed to purchase the 
property for the price of the taxes owed. 
The two lots, located on the corner of 
Railroad and Wilbarger Streets, became 
the location for the new church. Lumber 
from the structures on the land was used 
to construct the church. 

Additional lumber was donated by an 
anonymous woman from Illinois whose 
only condition was that the church be 
named St. Elizabeth. The building was 
completed in 1932 at a cost of $1,800.  

In 1977, five acres were purchased from 
Leon and Gladys Pfluger on what is now 

St. Elizabeth Catholic Church built by local members
by paM stephenson

Pflugerville Parkway/Pfennig Lane, to 
build a new facility. Architectural drawings 
and designs were contributed by member 
Jose Mercado of JAM Designs. He kept it 
simple knowing that the building would be 
constructed by church members without 
construction backgrounds. Mercado is the 
grandson of two of the original found-
ing members. The contemporary-styled 
building was built by parishioners over 
52 weekends with men and boys erect-
ing the building while the ladies and girls 
prepared meals spread on planks and saw 
horses to be shared by all.  

“From above, the building looks like 
an angel,” said W.C. Kolinek, who coordi-
nated the building efforts. “When it was 
finished, it was paid for.”

In June 1984, St. Elizabeth was raised to 
the status of an Independent Parish. From 
its tiny beginnings of about 20 families, 
the church has more than 2,100 registered 
families today.  

St. Elizabeth Catholic Church circa 1932

Covert Ford
Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
-Kenny Covert

2007 Escape XLS
MSRP.................................................$21,225
Rebate................................................. -$3000
Covert Discount.................................. -$1230

$16,995 +TT&L

MSRP......................................... $16,045
Rebate.......................................... -$2500
Covert Discount........................... -$1550

$11,995

2007 Focus

+TT&L

Photos are for illustration purposes only. Units are subject to prior sale. Must take delivery from dealer stock. Prices subject to change.

Shop online at covertford.com

Round Rock Cheese Factory

Impact
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At first glance, the waiting room of the Williamson 
County Children’s Advocacy Center looks a lot like a 
neighborhood day care center.  Comfortable chairs and 
colorful children’s drawings line the walls, as well as a 
mural of an idyllic forest scene with animals.  

“We want the kids that come here to feel comfortable 
from the moment they walk through the door,” Jerri 
Jones, executive director, said. “This is a child-friendly 
space.”

Located in a small house on University Avenue in 
Georgetown, the Advocacy Center is a non-profit orga-
nization. In operation since 1998, the center works in 
tandem with other agencies, such as police and Child Pro-
tective Services.  It provides vital assistance for children 
in Williamson County who have been victims of abuse or 
witnesses to abuse and other crimes. 

Despite the name, the center is not a government-run 
facility. With a small, but dedicated staff of trained inter-
viewers, the center provides a safe environment for chil-
dren to come and talk about possible abuse. The waiting 
room in the small house leads into a play room, a small 
kitchenette with snacks for waiting parents and guardians, 
and an interview room with stuffed animals ready to com-
fort children who feel anxious while at the center.

Children usually come to the center under stressful 
circumstances, but the staff does their best to make the 
children comfortable. The children’s statements taken 
in the interview room, from children three to 17, are 
recorded so they are not required to repeat their story 
multiple times.  County police and prosecutors then use 
these interviews as evidence in alleged abuse cases. 

Round Rock Detective John Combs says the center is 
vital to the community because the interviewers know 
how to ask questions without leading the child, especially 
a very young child, which is important to building a 
strong case of abuse. 

The staff is specially trained to avoid leading questions 
that can often cause a case to be thrown out of court.   
Combs also praises the supportive environment the cen-
ter provides for children. 

“Before we had the center, we had to take children to 
the police station,” he said, “which can be very difficult 
for a child.”

The staff has interviewed almost 500 children in 2006, a 
significant increase from past years. Jones says part of the 
reason is the rapid growth of Williamson County and an 
overall increase in reported abuse cases. 

“We have also partnered with more agencies in the 

by whitney broadweLL

NON-PROfIT - WILLIaMsON COUNTY CHILdREN’s advOCaCY CENTER

 Children’s center helps victims of abuse

Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center

Williamson county children’s Advocacy center
406 W. university Ave. • georgetown, tX 78626

930-1933 • http://wcportals.wilco.org/cac/

Forest

University Ave.

A
ustin A

ve.

Advocacy
Center

Closer
    Look 

county that use us as a place to interview children who 
may have witnessed crimes,” she said.

Because of the growth, the Advocacy Center is set to 
expand from its current building to a 7,500 sq. ft. space on 
the Inner Loop in Georgetown near the Juvenile Justice 
Center.     

“With our new facility,” Jones said, “we will be able to 
accommodate many more families, expand our on-site 
counseling services, and provide medical exams to chil-
dren who need it.”

i F  yo u  S u S P E c t  c h i l d  A B u S E  o r  n E g l E c t:
· DO listen to the child and be aware of your reactions

· DO report child abuse suspicions to law enforcement or the Texas Child Abuse 
Hotline # 1-800-252-5400

· DO NOT try to investigate or obtain information from others

· DO NOT confront the accused abuser or notify anyone other than authorities 
Rendering of future center.

Five locations in 
Williamson County

ARC Cedar Park 
259-3467

*NEW* ARC Discovery 
528-2300

ARC Hutto 
512-846-1244 or 

877-846-1244

ARC Pflugerville 
989-2680

ARC Round Rock 
244-9024

AUSTIN REGIONAL CLINIC 2006 AWARDS
Austin’s Best Doctors, Austin Monthly
Texas Super Doctors, Texas Monthly

Best Health Care, The Austin Chronicle 2006 Reader’s Poll
Best Places to Work Award, Austin Business Journal

Best Practices in Diabetes Care Recognition, American Medical Group Association (AMGA)
Distinguished Surgeons of the Year, Austin Area Association of PeriOperative Registered Nurses (AORN)

2006 Communication Advocate Award, Communication Services for the Deaf (CSD) 

For more information visit AustinRegionalClinic.com or ARC-INFO (512.272.4636)

The ARC Advantage

In 2006, Austin Regional Clinic worked hard to keep the community healthy and our employees 
happy, and were awarded for our hard work. This year we look forward to improving upon our past 
accomplishments. Above all we thank our loyal patients, our hardworking employees and the entire 
community. We could not be here without you. 
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is spinach and feta cheese layered in phylo dough. ($3.95) 
Dolmas are seasoned rice wrapped in grape leaves and 
always a tasty appetizer. ($3.00)

According to Zakia, Pflugerville Mayor Cat Callen’s 
favorite meal is the Eggplant cooked in tomato sauce with 
ground beef, served with rice and Greek salad.  ($11.95)

One of the most popular side dishes is the Roasted 
Garlic Potatoes. Zakia cubes and cooks the potatoes, then 
covers them with rosemary, garlic, olive oil, salt, basil and 
black pepper.  Another layer is added, and then roasted in 
the oven.  Onion is added when the potatoes are almost 
finished. ($3.95)

The kids love the Grilled Cheese Sandwich or Cheese 
Pizza. ($3.95) Both are made with fresh pita bread. One 
recent five-year-old diner proclaimed the Grilled Cheese 
the best he had ever had.

When families or groups come into the restaurant, Za-
kia often suggests entrees and sides that she serves family 
style so everyone can try different items and enjoy a real 
Greek dining experience. 

Don’t forget the baklava ($2.50) for dessert, made with 
pecan or the traditional pistachio.

by JiM dawson

Distinct ingredients blend for Old World taste

Everything at the Greek Pita House is made fresh ac-
cording to old family recipes handed down from gen-
erations of Greek ancestors. Owner Zakia Benyoucef 
prepares most of the menu herself and is very strict about 
the ingredients. She uses a certain olive oil from Italy, ka-
lamata olives from Greece and an imported lemon juice. 
Some of the menu items such as couscous take three days 
to prepare, using Old World techniques. The pita bread is 
made fresh; one type is thick for the Gyros and the other 
thin for dipping.

Their pita sandwiches are a popular lunchtime choice. 
($6.95) I love the Lamb Souvlakis, grilled lamb kebobs 
finished in a sauce and wrapped in tasty fresh pita bread 
with lettuce, tomato and onion. Other pita sandwiches 
include the traditional Gyro (Yee-roh), ground lamb and  
beef with tomato, onion, and sauce and the Keftades, 
ground meatballs, with lettuce, tomato and onion.

Mediterranean food is naturally healthy, and the Greek 
Pita House has a good selection for vegetarians and the 
health conscious.  The Vegetarian Meal includes eggplant, 
falafel, rice, dolmas and green beans served cold with 
cilantro. ($8.95) The Baba ghanoush (which is just fun to 
say) is a delicious eggplant dip. ($2.50) The Spanakopita 

Owner Zakia Benyoucef and manager David Roy display their gyro rotissery.

the greek Pita house
15803 Windermere dr., Ste 204

670-1000  • www.greekpitahouse.com

Mon – thur 11a.m. – 9p.m. • Fri – Sat  11a.m. – 10p.m. • Sun  closed

 Children’s center helps victims of abuse

Make a Wells Fargo Home Equity account part of your home improvement plan for things like renovations, repairs and more.

The interest rate may even be tax-deductible,* which could save you some money at tax time. Plus, you could get a discount

when you make your monthly payments automatically from your Wells Fargo® checking account.

Why wait for someday? Talk to a Round Rock Wells Fargo banker today. Call 794-2710 or 344-8311.

Make the most of your
home with a Wells Fargo®
Home Equity account.

*Consult your tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest.
© 2006 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. wellsfargo.com

98872

10x6.5

4c

98872 10x6.5 4c  3\21\06  6:45 AM  Page 1

i M PA c t  S tA F F  FAV o r i t E S :

couscous 

with lamb 

& vegetables

$11.95

hummus

$2.50
with pita

$1.25

gyro

$6.95
w/french fries

$2.00

g r E E k  F o o d  g lo S S A r y
Baba ghanoush - a Middle Eastern dish. In Egypt, baba is a paste 
made of roast or grilled eggplant and tahini, a paste made from 
sesame seeds.

Spanakopita - a Greek spinach pie. In Greece, it is mostly eaten 
as a snack.

Souvlakis - means made of lamb.
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House

Neighborhood
         Dining

gReek Pita house
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Transportation Update

Community  

IKEa

ROUNd ROCK
PREMIUM OUTLETs

Northbound entrance and exit ramps on IH 35 will be 
moved further south of University Boulevard to allow traffic 
earlier  entrance and exit of IH 35 from the frontage road.  

A road referred to as a collector/distributor will extend from 
the northbound frontage road, go underneath University 
Boulevard and bypass the light, and finally connect with 
the IH 35 off ramp to allow commuters to remain on the 
frontage road while bypassing the traffic signal at University 
Boulevard.   

Auxiliary lanes will form a wider northbound frontage road 
from University Boulevard to Westinghouse Road. 

T2

University Boulevard/RM 1431 and IH 35

H-E-B PROPERTY

OAKMONT DRIVE

OAKMONT DRIVE

Several improvements are planned for the intersection in order to improve traffic flow.

T1 

TExas CRUsHEd
sTONE

T2

R2

CP7

CP8

T1

T4

T5

T3

T3

T4

T5

On University Boulevard, acceleration and deceleration 
lanes will be added to make it a smoother process for 
vehicles to merge and exit with the main lanes.

A Texas turnaround will be constructed on the north side 
of University Boulevard.

Earlier than projected openings of businesses surround-
ing the intersection of University/RM 1431 and IH 35 
have resulted in higher traffic volume before the planned 
completion date of March 2007 for the intersection im-
provements. 

RM 1431
RM 1431

•  A full service real estate company, operating since 1970
•  Sales of Raw Land, both improved and unimproved tracts
•  Sales of Retail Buildings and Centers, Shopping Centers, Light Industrial
   Buildings, Warehouses, and Office Buildings
•  Buyer and Seller representation

1000 N. IH-35 Suite A
Round Rock, TX 78681

PHONE: 512-255-3000
FAX: 512-310-0441

EMAIL: info@donquick.com

Commercial Real Estate
Leasing & Sales / Commercial / Industrial

Serving Williamson and Travis Counties & Surrounding Areas 
for over 35 years

Stefan Lindsay, Brent Campbell, Don Quick, Darren Quick, Dan Carlson

55 Years of Combined Experience

www.DonQuick.com

DonQuick
& associates, inc.

Corridors
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University Boulevard/IH 35

Future Land Use

Residential Real Estate

Commercial Property

UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD

UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD

JC Penney  will be opening a new 104,000 sq. ft. store in early Fall 
2007 with approximately 200 employees.  
TGI Friday’s will build a 5,520 sq. ft. restaurant.
Wachovia bank  will build a 4,055 sq. ft. bank. 
Steak ‘N Shake  will build a 4,180 sq. ft. restaurant.
Chase Bank
Independent Bank
Round Rock Premium Outlets Phase 2  The Round Rock Premium 
Outlets opening in August was the largest of any Premium Outlets 
and since has seen the highest traffic volume. Because of this, Phase 
II has been pushed four years ahead of schedule. Phase II consists 
of an additional 130,000 sq. ft. taking the total to approximately 
500,000 sq. ft.   

Chili’s will build in the southwest corner of the Premium Outlets 
and there are plans for two more restaurants to open.

 

McNeil Park
In May 2006 voters said yes to allow the city to sell 
this land.  The city has not yet sold the 18 acres, 
and is waiting to see how development grows in 
this valuable area before selling.

Texas Crushed Stone
Worried about the land conflicts resulting from 
residential growth so close to a quarry, Round 
Rock annexed 800 acres of  Texas Crushed Stone 
in December, and have made it into a Public 
Utility District. Though nothing is planned yet, the 
land along IH 35 is zoned for commercial use and 
could include offices, retail or restaurants. The 
zoning prohibits businesses such as car dealer-
ships, mini-warehouses or truck stops.

H-E-B Property
H-E-B purchased this piece of land in 2005, but 
has no immediate plans to build on it. H-E-B 
often buys property far in advance of using it, but 
when and if a store is built there it will include a 
buffer between the access road and the store to 
keep traffic from backing up, similar to the design 
of the Premium Outlets.

R1 – Teravista
Number of homes completed and sold ~660 

Estimated number of homes to be built when proj-
ect is completed ~3,700 

Number of homes sold in 2006 (to date) ~279 

Avg. selling price sold to date ~$250k 

Current builders ~Highland Homes, Morrison 
Homes,  Texas Big, Standard Pacific, Lennar, Legacy, 
Village Builders 

Starting price ~$170’s 

Community Amenities ~Hike and Bike, Tennis, Sand 
Volleyball, Residents’ Club, Fitness Center, Activities 
Director 

Future Development ~Garden Homes and Recre-
ation Center opening May of 2007. Access from RM 
1460 into Teravista in February. 

R2 – Melograno Apartments under construction

In our new feature, Community Corridors, we focus 
on one of the hottest intersections in the country.  

“We have had national developers approach 
us about this intersection, “ Round Rock’s City 
Manager Jim Nuse said, “and they tell us that this is 
one of the most talked about intersections at the 
national level for commercial development.” 

All someone has to do is look at an aerial map 
from five years ago to see the change. This sleepy 
intersection has become home to destination 
retail such as the Round Rock Premium Outlets 
and IKEA. 

Teravista subdivision has been selling well and 
with the opening of Scott & White Hospital and 
the upcoming opening of the Seton Williamson 
Medical Center, growth will only continue. 

Next Month’s Focus: 130 & 45 Tollway corridor in 
Pflugerville

Sponsored by First Texas Bank and Don Quick & Associates

IKEa

sCOTT & WHITE
HOsPITaL

SUNRISE ROAD
SUNRISE ROAD

University Boulevard/RM 1431 and IH 35

H-E-B PROPERTY

OAKMONT DRIVE

OAKMONT DRIVE

Several improvements are planned for the intersection in order to improve traffic flow.

MCNEIL PaRK

CP2
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R1

On University Boulevard, acceleration and deceleration 
lanes will be added to make it a smoother process for 
vehicles to merge and exit with the main lanes.

A Texas turnaround will be constructed on the north side 
of University Boulevard.

Earlier than projected openings of businesses surround-
ing the intersection of University/RM 1431 and IH 35 
have resulted in higher traffic volume before the planned 
completion date of March 2007 for the intersection im-
provements. 
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by Mandy hobby

Retail and professional developments 
locate on Cypress Creek Road as growth 
from Austin moves north

Business booming 
on Cypress Creek road

Noble Development Group’s decision to 
relocate their North Austin firm to Cypress 
Creek Road seemed logical to Minka 
Anderson. The director of leasing and 
acquisitions for the commercial real estate 
development firm said Noble wanted to 
relocate and build a new 32,000 sq. ft. office 
and retail complex after statistics suggested 
the area surrounding RM 620 and US 183 
was becoming the new center of Austin.

“We wanted to be in this area because 
there is just such easy access to US 183, 
US 183A, RM 620, Parmer and Mo Pac,” 
Anderson said.

Noble broke ground on Cypress Creek 
Village June 15, and plans for the structure 
to be completed in February. Noble will 
occupy 6,000 sq. ft. on the top level of the 
two-story development in April and hopes 
to fill the lower level with retail and office 
space. 

A title company has already agreed to 
lease space, as well as a dermatologist. 

A chain restaurant out of Mexico will 

also tenant in Cypress Creek Village. The 
restaurant will be the owner’s first in the 
U.S., with others planned to open through-
out Texas. 

Another retail center will open adja-
cent to Cypress Creek Village this month. 
Liberty Plaza, a 10,000 sq. ft. strip center, 
is 50 percent leased and includes a drive-
through liquor store, a dry cleaners and a 
nail salon. Lyly Fisher, real estate broker for 
Keller Williams, is expecting a café or res-
taurant to tenant the project, as well. 

“This is such a booming location,” Fisher 
said. “It is surrounded by professional fami-
lies and businesses and Austin Community 
College.”

Fisher said Cedar Park’s growing popula-
tion was a factor when her investors chose 
the site. When the population increases, so 
does the amount of residential neighbor-
hoods and schools.

Other developments underway on Cy-
press Creek Road are geared toward medi-
cal and professional office space. 

Fred Sides, Scout Commercial Properties 
agent, is in negotiations with three tenants 
to occupy space at La Fontana, a 13,000 sq. 
ft., two-story Tuscan-style building. Greg 
Stratton bought the property two years ago 
and the project will be finished next year. 

Sides attributes Cypress Creek Road’s de-
velopment to its easy-access appeal.

“Traffic has easy access from both direc-

tions because there are no medians,” Sides 
said. “There were already utilities in place 
on most of the road and there is easy mo-
bility to all of the major roadways.”

Steve Windle, real estate agent for Cold-
well Banker United Realtors, is developing 
another medical and professional office 
complex on West Cypress Creek Road at 
Lakeline Boulevard called Sun Chase Plaza 
II.

According to Windle, the exterior is fin-
ished and the roof is 90 percent complete, 
and the building will open two months 

ahead of schedule in January. A local den-
tist will relocate his offices and move in as 
the first tenant.

Just as Sides compliments Cypress 
Creek Road’s mobility, Windle thinks the 
location is the best fitting for medical and 
professional offices because of the close 
proximity to so many schools such as Cedar 
Park High School and Austin Community 
College.

“What used to be a stagecoach stop a long 
time ago can now provide for a workforce 
from North Austin to Leander,” Sides said. 

Cypress CreekAnderson M
ill

Sun Chase Blvd.

C
luck C

reek Trail

RM 620

The Galleria at Red Oaks
Mixed use office, restaurants and retail

La fontana
Tenants: Three in 
negotiations
13,000 sq. ft
Opens 2007

      Lakeline Blvd.

Elizabeth
Milburn 
Park

Liberty Plaza
Tenants: Drive-through liquor 
store, dry cleaners, nail salon
10,000 sq. ft.
Opens this month

sun Chase Plaza II
Tenants: Dentist 
22,000 sq. ft.
Opens March 2007

Cypress Creek village
Tenants: Title company, 
dermatologist, a Mexican 
restaurant, a national bank, 
fitness gym and tanning salon
32,000 sq. ft.
Opens February 2007

Cypress Creek Road developments

www.TxTag.org | 1-888-GoTxTag (1-888-468-9824)

What are you waiting for?
Toll roads and TxTag® can get you where you want to go 
faster. Whether it’s an alternate to I-35 or a route that bypasses 
busy intersections, the brand new Austin area toll roads are all 
about choice and saving time. And, with a TxTag on your 
windshield, you can test drive the new high-tech toll 
roads for free throughout January. See for yourself how 
much time you can save. 

Get a TxTag.  TxTag is the fast, easy way to pay on toll 
roads here in Austin and all over Texas. With a TxTag 
and money in your TxTag account, you’ll 
never have to stop at toll booths or 
dig for change. Plus, you’ll receive 
a 10 percent discount on tolls in 
Central Texas.
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Just a year and six days after his first interview with 
the Pflugerville school district, Charles Dupre was 
named superintendent by the board of trustees Dec 12. 
Dupre had been serving as acting superintendent since 
the departure of Patricia Pickles in June.

“On my first day of work here I said ‘I came here to be 
superintendent’. I felt in my heart that’s why I was here, 
but I never assumed it would happen within a year.”

With his wife and two sons, both PISD students, look-
ing on, Dupre accepted the position and made a com-
mitment to stay in the district for the long term. Dupre 
told the trustees the average tenure for a superintendent 
is three years, pointing out that he has stayed at both of 
his prior jobs for at least ten years.

This is Dupre’s first time working as a district super-
intendent. He last worked as superintendent of business 
and finance in the Fort Bend school district.

District picks superintendent

The Round Rock City Council reiterated their 6-1 
decision Nov. 7 to remove the historical designation 
from the former W.J. Walsh home.

Mayor Nyle Maxwell was the lone dissenter from the 
council vote, suggesting the issue deserved more time 
used to try to reach a compromise.

The controversy over the California-style bungalow 
built in the 1930s began after Daniel Phipps purchased 
it this summer with the intention of revamping the 
property for his company. However, he soon learned 
of the property’s historical designation, which required 
him to maintain the home’s original-style.

Phipps appealed to Round Rock’s Historic Preser-
vation Commission and Planning and Zoning Com-
mission for permission to change the current white 
stucco exterior to a modern design accented with metal 
fixtures. Both commissions refused his request, which 
brought the issue to the Council.

During the meeting’s Citizen Communications, 
Phipps and his supporters argued the historical com-
mission did not have any pictures indicating the house’s 
original design and asked the council to consider the 
importance of promoting downtown business.

Opponents said if the council sided with Phipps they 
would create a precedent ignoring the community’s 
history.

Owner to alter historic home

Beck Preserve 
dedicated to 
ranching family

Eugene Beck knows plenty 
about protecting species inside 
the caves of the Beck Ranch. 
In fact, it’s where he used to 
protect his sheep during cold 
weather, leading nearly 2,000 
of them into the warm lime-
stone caves.

Today the Beck Ranch has become the Beck Preserve, 
harboring fragile cave environments and endangered 
species. The Williamson County Conservation Foun-
dation honored the preserve’s namesake Nov. 8 and 
celebrated the land’s place in Round Rock history.

“Today we’re preserving another endangered species: 
the rancher,” County Judge Dan A. Gattis said at the pre-
serve dedication. Gattis remembered admiring the ranch 
when he was a young agricultural student.

The nearly 43-acres plot of land was purchased by the 
Beck family in 1930 and served as one of the area’s top 
cattle ranches. Years later the land was purchased by 
Round Rock ISD who hoped to build a new school there, 
explained State Representative Mike Krusee. However, 
the land’s protected status kept Round Rock from build-
ing on it and the land sat empty.

The Williamson County Conservation Fund saw a 
solution that would put the land to use and help RRISD 
earn back some of its investment. In August, with help 
from a Texas Parks and Wildlife grant, the WCCF was 
able to buy the land from RRISD and turn it into a na-
ture preserve.

LUXURY IN ALLTHE
RIGHT PLACES.

Taylor Woodrow builds in communities that reflect our commitment to

addressing the total lifestyle priorities of our customers, such as exemplary schools 

and abundant amenities. We build masterfully designed homes with all the right

touches just the way you want it and where you’ll enjoy it the most.

So, come find your Taylor Woodrow Home today.

TaylorWoodrowHomes.com

© 2006 Taylor Woodrow Homes. Inspired by you® is a registered mark of Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information contained
within this advertisement is correct at time of publication and subject to change. 1206

Realtors® Welcome

Inspired by you.®

NOW OPEN IN ROUND ROCK AT WALSH RANCH The University 
of Texas Golf Club

Granite Bay 
512.266.6116

From the $500s 

The Reserve
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Hawks Canyon
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Red Oak Valley
512.266.5947

From the $300s

Steiner Ranch
River Heights Overlook

512.266.5926
From the $400s

Summer Vista
512.266.6920

From the $300s

Falconhead at 
Spillman Ranch

512.402.1572
From the $400s

Senna Hills
512.263.2655

From the $500s
sennahillsaustin.com

Senna Hills
Garden Homes

512.263.2655

Walsh Ranch
512.733.7600

From the $300s
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charles Simon
Community Development Corporation 
Director, Pflugerville
 

nancy yawn
Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Director, Round Rock
 

Education:  University of Louisiana, Bachelor’s in Urban and Regional Planning
family:  Wife, Chris and two children, Emily, 12, and Andre, 8
Contact Information:  990-3725, charless@pfdevelopment.com

Q.   What is your vision of economic development in Pflugerville?
A.   I see a Pflugerville very different than the one today. I see many retail opportunities 
like regional shopping. Even though we are just starting to add a shopping center, I think 
it won’t be long until we make that jump to even more retail. The biggest difference will be 
employment in the city. People living in Pflugerville will also work here. 

Q.  How are you working with the city council and staff to ensure economic growth?
A.  The council and the PCDC board set the policy on economic growth; it is very impor-
tant for them to work together. The council gives our staff direction to go ahead and do 
something. Economic development is not a one-person job. It takes a lot of people to help 
a prospect. Potential businesses will call and want to ask planning and engineering ques-
tions that all of us have to work together to answer.

Q.  How do you and the Chamber balance business growth and retention?
A.  I have actually been talking to the Chamber about retention. PCDC has been very in-
terested in developing a retention program. Eighty-five percent of job growth comes from 
existing businesses. The worst thing is for a business to leave that has been ignored. The 
retention in Pflugerville is usually done through the Chamber because they already know 
and have relationships with business owners. 

Q. What initiatives are in place to promote Pflugerville in the future?
A. We are developing an incentives program for future businesses. We are identifying 
and developing a formula. We just started a program buying small print ads in the Austin, 
Dallas and Houston business journals that will run for a year. We are working on branding. 
We want to put the image and word “Pflugerville” in people’s minds. 

Q.  What are your favorite local restaurants?
A.  They are all great, but I really enjoy going to Casa Garcia’s in the Windermere Center 
and the Pizza and Wing Factory in the POP Plaza.

Directors develop plans to attract new business to cities

Three years ago, the Round Rock 
Convention and Visitors Bureau did 

not exist. Led by Nancy Yawn, who worked 
previously as the city’s economic development 
director, the office took form in the spring of 
2004. 

Since then, the CVB has generated almost $30 
million in economic impact for the city. After 

living in Round Rock for 26 years, Yawn said she 
feels a great amount of responsibility and love 
for the place she calls home. 

“It’s a progressive city with a small town 
atmosphere,” she said. “I know it sounds cliché, 
but it’s true.”

Q.  Describe your duties.
A. My job is to promote Round Rock as the ultimate host city. My duties are to be the 
sales and marketing arm for the city. That entails going to trade shows, making sales calls, 
developing relationships with people. We’re not selling a product, we’re selling a city. On 
the marketing side, we’re handling the advertising and the promotion. For media rela-
tions, we’re going to media shows and telling our story. 

Q.   What has been the CVB’s greatest success?
A.  I  am result-oriented, so seeing the effect on the economic development is important 
to me. I was never worried about how the CVB would turn out because I was fortunate 
enough to be there even at the hiring of the consultants before we began. I saw this as a 
great opportunity. I said, “Just give me a chance to tell this story.”

Q.  What do you envision for the CVB in the future?
A.   It’s an ongoing project. We want to continue to bring economic diversity and make 
certain that as Round Rock grows, it has a healthy economy.

Q.   How do you market Round Rock to someone who has never heard of the city? 
A.  My first canned answer is this is the home of Dell Computers. I talk to them about 
Round Rock being the entrance into north Austin, the gateway of the Hill Country. I 
say we’re very progressive, we’re growing and have a lot of exciting things going on. 
It depends partly on whom I am talking to. If it is a visitor, I talk about baseball, Dell 
Diamond and, of course, our new attraction, shopping. If it is a business, I will say we’re 
within two and a half hours from 90 percent of the population of Texas. We’re in a great 
Central Texas location. 

Q.  Can you share a unique experience you have had as CVB director?
A. We were hiring a new marketing firm in November 2004. Three firms who were 
finalists came to do presentations. We were in this house in a kitchen and one of the firms 
said they liked to stay on edge and keep us surprised—and in walked this drumline. It was 
awesome. They won the contract.

Education:  University of Texas, Bachelor’s in Marketing
family:  Frank Gibson, long-term boyfriend
Contact Information:  218-7023,  nyawn@round-rock.tx.us

Charles Simon (pronounced se’–maw) moved 
from Louisiana to Georgetown in 1994 to work 

in the city’s planning department. After spending his 
summers in Austin as a child, he knew he wanted to 
live in Texas. 

In 1996, he began working as Pflugerville’s Planning 
Director. He became the assistant city manager in 2000 
and this year was named economic development 
director. 

“The city had been talking about changes 
that needed to happen, and I knew 
it was the time to jump on top of 
things,” Simon said. “I believed in 
the process, and I knew if I wanted 
this done, I better not say no.”

The best gift isn’t available in stores. It’s a HeartSaver CT from the Heart Hospital of 
Austin. It’s a fast, painless and affordable test that could save a life. If someone you 
love is at risk for developing heart disease, consider HeartSaver CT, a powerful 
screening tool that can make the fi ght against heart disease a fair one. To purchase a 
gift certifi cate or to schedule an appointment for yourself, call 512-407-SAVE (7283) 
or 877-535-3534. 

Located at 38th St. and Lamar Blvd. www.HeartHospitalofAustin.com

A heart-felt gift
for someone special.


