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Tollway Developments

by Mandy Hobby

Pflugerville’s first master-planned development along 
the newly opened SH 130 will open as early as Spring 2008. 
The Travis Town Center will sit on 196 acres at the south-
west corner of SH 130 and SH 45 and have 800,000 sq. ft. of 
retail space with five to seven anchor tenants.

Houston developers NewQuest Properties purchased 
the property in September and will finalize plans and in-
centives with Pflugerville by next month.

“We are in the final negotiation stages with the devel-
opers,” Charles Simon, economic development director, 
said. “They are asking for some incentives to build, and we 
haven’t negotiated the final terms. Most cities seem to be 
giving incentives to retail developments these days. They 
want a portion of the tax revenue once the development 
opens, but we aren’t sure we want to give up that additional 
income to the developer.” 

Along with diversifying Pflugerville’s tax base, the 
new retail development and the others to come in the 
future along SH 130 will help the city pay for roads and 
infrastructure.

“This is really something that Pflugerville needs,” City 
Manager David Buesing said. “We don’t have enough busi-
nesses to provide that base that people need. We will finally 
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Building a stronger base for sales tax has 
become an increasingly important priority 
for both Pflugerville and Round Rock city 
officials. One city hopes to form a better 
foundation for business, while the other 
plans to continue diversifying retail. Both 
see these efforts as an opportunity to mini-
mize property tax rates.
Pflugerville’s tax rate dilemma

The annual budget for a Texas city usu-

Sales tax revenue: friend or foe
ally relies on two major sources of rev-
enue—property taxes or sales taxes. 

 Ideally, a city will use a balance of both 
since property taxes provide a more guar-
anteed income, but can frustrate hom-
eowners, while sales taxes might fluctuate 
with the nation’s economy, yet can ease the 
financial burden from residents. 

As a bedroom community with little 
commercial growth, Pflugerville depends 
on property taxes for city operations since 
even the properties along IH 35 fall within 
Austin’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.

So for the 2007 fiscal year beginning in 
October, Pflugerville attempted to give ho-

by CHristi snow

CONTINUED ON | 28

Pflugerville plans first tollway center while 
La Frontera welcomes Austin Regional Clinic

i n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :

Cities work to balance 
revenues and expenditures
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be able to find a way to help pay for roads.”
Buesing said new businesses and retail like the Wal-Mart 

being built at the intersection of Pfennig Lane and FM 685 
help the city pay for new roads.

“Without Wal-Mart coming in, we would have never 
been able to put in a much needed stoplight at a dangerous 

meowners a break by cutting property tax 
rates, from $0.635 per $100 valuation to 
$0.624.

“It was very important [to the council] to 
lower the tax rate and they did,” said Lauri 
Gillam, the city’s finance director and assis-
tant city manager. “The staff followed what 
they wanted to do without lowering the 
level of service in our city.”

Yet despite the change, residents may still 
get a higher bill since appraised property 
values increased by 7.6 percent. Owners of 
an average-valued home, worth $155,391, 
will pay $969.64 this year, Gillam said.
Hope for the future

Pflugerville has hope for change, Gillam 

Dell

Round Rock
General Fund Expenditures: $79 million
Population: 88,500
Tax Rate: $0.36021 cents/$100
Genl. Fund Sales Tax Revenue: $49,800,000 
City Limits: 30.4 square miles
ETJ: 67.5 square miles

PflugeRville
General Fund Expenditures: $15.5 million
Population: 28,939
Tax Rate: $0.635 cents/$100
Genl. Fund Sales Tax Revenue: $1,980,000
City Limits: 16.5 square miles
ETJ: 43.4 square miles
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intersection at Pfennig and FM 685,” Buesing said.
The new center will also bring in new jobs and more 

choices when shopping.
“I have always hated the idea of having to go to another 

town or city to spend my money,” Buesing said. “If I need 
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We have also inserted into the paper a 
comprehensive Healthcare Directory. 
Take a look and see why our area is 
becoming the hotspot for state-of-the-art 
healthcare facilities. 

The directory includes local family 
medicine, internal medicine, pediatri-
cians, and OB/Gynecologists in Round 
Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Leander, 
North Austin and Georgetown.

To begin the holidays, we have again 
presented a Retail Guide. Remember to 
support the local retailers as you begin 
your holiday shopping. At the time we 
publish, just 52 days until Christmas!

 

Newspapers making endorsements and 
having influence on elections is nothing 
new. A 2002 study by MIT from 1940-
2002 showed newspaper endorsements 
can influence a vote by 1 to 5 percentage 
points – which, in close elections, can be 
significant. 

At Community Impact, we believe en-
dorsements from a newspaper can some-
times get out of line with a newspaper’s 
core purpose – to inform. 

Our intention with the 2006 Election 
Guide is to provide you with insight and 
information to help make wise choices. As 
the largest distributed newspaper covering 

Vote calls for informed 
decision-making

Round Rock and Pflugerville, and soon 
to be the only independent newspaper 
with the recent announcement that Cox 
Texas Newspapers (parent company of 
the Austin American - Statesman and the 
Pflugerville Pflag) will be purchasing the 
Round Rock Leader, we feel it is our duty to 
help identify candidates and issues for the 
voting public.

Because our space and resources are 
limited, our Web site also offers further 
information. 

Although we do not support any can-
didates, we firmly endorse the passage of 
all four propositions of Round Rock ISD’s 
bond package. Passage ensures the district 
has the resources to keep up with local 
growth. Failure hurts the district’s ability 
to remain a leader in educating the city’s 
children.

This November election is important 
for our communities, our state and our 
nation. We continue to fight for free-
dom throughout the world. One of those 
freedoms we must not take for granted is 
the right to vote. We urge you to enjoy this 
privilege and get out and vote  Nov. 7.

John P. Garrett

Publisher’s 
Note

John P. Garrett
Publisher

Subscribe to Community Impact’s weekly E-Newsletter
Free and easy to sign up at www.impactnewspaper.com
 Find out about events in your community, complete with maps
  Receive all the breaking news happening between issues of 
  Community Impact Newspaper
   Read what other Austin area publications are saying about 
   our community

4506 IH-35
SOUTH

(ON THE MOTOR MILE SOUTH)

800-660-9206
MazdaSouth.com

Mazda
South

 SERVICE: 
M-F 7AM-6PM

Sat 8AM-3PM

 SALES: 
M-SAT

8:30AM-8PM

TAKE A TEST DRIVE TODAY

You owe it to yourself and your wallet to visit Mazda South before you buy.
JUST SOUTH

OF HIGH
 PRICES!

JUST SOUTH
OF HIGH
 PRICES!

THIS IS JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF THE 
GREAT DEALS YOU’LL FIND

SOUTH OF THE RIVER!

$11,999
2006                  Sedan

2007

CX-7
NOW IN STOCK

& READY FOR
DELIVERY!

$23,847
Starting at

2WD, Automatic, Sport

34MPG 
EST. 
HWY.

2 IN

STOCK

OVER $2270
SAVINGS OFF MSRP

AVAILABLE IN

5-DOOR
HATCHBACK

MODELSSale price includes $463 Dealer Discount

STK# 5001, MSRP $14,270 - $2,271 DEALER DISCOUNT 
(NON-A/C MODELS ONLY) = $11,999 +TT&L.  PICTURE 
FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.
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St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s South Austin Hospital

St. David’s Medical Center 
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

www.stdavids.com

at

Know the warning signs of a heart attack:
• Uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain in the center
 of the chest that lasts more than a few minutes, or that goes away 
 and comes back.

• Discomfort in one or both arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach.

• Shortness of breath with or without chest discomfort.

• Breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness.

Fir and only accredited
Chest Pain Emergency 
Centers in Central Texas.
In Central Texas, only St. David’s hospitals have 
met the rigorous standards required to become 
accredited Chest Pain Emergency Centers. That 
means faster diagnosis and treatment, specially 
trained cardiac personnel, and the latest technology 
to save precious minutes and save your heart. 
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Janitor’s Warehouse
A new wholesale and retail 

distributor of janitorial and 
packaging supplies opened in 
September at 3910 Gattis School 
Road. Janitor’s Warehouse 
sells toilet paper, paper towels, 
soap, chemicals, trash liners, 
bowl cleaners, commercial floor 
equipment and packaging supplies 
like boxes, tape, peanuts, bubble 
and foam wrap. Customers can 
place orders in the new showroom 
complete with a floor demo room 
and full supply store. Call 671-7627 
for more information.

New Music Store
Danny Ray’s Music will open at the end of November, 

at 1920 Sam Bass Road next to the new Red Onion 
Market. The store offers a full line of guitars including 
Martin and Fender. Danny Ray’s will be the only Fender 
dealer in Round Rock with the closing of the Brook Mays 
Music Store in Hester’s Crossing. Dan Ellis, owner, also 
plans to offer lessons on most instruments and have a full-
line repair store. To inquire about lessons, call 671-TONE 
(8663).

Annex Land Purchased
Williamson County contracted 25 acres of land off Old 

Settlers Boulevard near Sunrise Road for the county’s new 
Round Rock Annex. The new building will take about 
two to three years to complete and will include offices 
for Precinct 1 Commissioner Lisa Birkman, justice of the 
peace, constable, sheriff ’s office substation, EMS, tax office 
and the Williamson County and Cities Health District.

Holiday Bazaar
The Clay Madsen Recreation Center will host a free 

holiday bazaar Saturday, Nov. 11, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The Rock’N Around the Holidays Bazaar will have more 
than 90 vendors displaying jewelry, candles, toys, pictures, 
holiday décor, holiday gifts and more. Contact Dawn 
Moonan at 218-3216 for more information.

1

News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.

Texas BBQ Cookoff
The Texas Country Music Fest and BBQ Cookoff will 

be Nov. 17 and 18 at Old Settlers Park. The Cookoff will 
offer Texas BBQ, live music by Stoney LaRue, Micky and 
the Motorcars, Granger Smith and Chute Nine. Two-day 
tickets are $20 online and $30 at the gate. Tickets for 
Friday are $10 online and $15 at the gate and Saturday 
tickets are $15 online and $20 at the gate. Tickets provide 
you with barbecue and live music. Tickets available at 
www.texascountrymusicfest.com.

Albertsons to Ross
Ross Stores, Inc. has signed an agreement with 

Albertsons LLC to purchase 46 of the closed Albertsons 
real estate sites in California, Florida, Texas, Arizona, 
Colorado and Oklahoma. The company plans to 
incorporate these properties into its 2007 expansion 
program. Ross will take possession of some of these sites 
as early as this month, with estimated openings as early 
as March 2007. No announcement has been made about 
the Albertsons location at 620 and IH 35.

A Christmas to Remember
The First Baptist Church of Round Rock will have its 

third annual Christmas presentation of “A Christmas 
to Remember” which blends traditional carols and 
seasonal songs with new material. Music and drama 
combine to tell the making of present day memories, as 
well as celebrating the truth of that first Christmas. The 
presentation will be Dec. 9 & 10. See more information 
and show times at www.fbcrr.org or call First Baptist 
Church at 255-3454.
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Products and services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. ©2006 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

Do what you love. We’ll handle the rest.
When it comes to keeping you connected, the local dedicated business specialists at Time Warner Cable
Business Class are the people to call. We will help you understand how technology can improve 
productivity and make your job easier, by tailoring data, video and security solutions to fit your business 
needs.All of them are backed by our robust, reliable network. So call today. Then get back to doing 
what you really love.

“I’d rather unravel user errors 
than deal with data storage.”

Contact us at 

512-531-7815 
or visit 

www.austin.twcbc.com
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Acupuncture Open 
House

What does it do?  Will it help 
me?  Get all your questions 
answered about acupuncture and 
oriental medicine by the only 
practitioner in Pflugerville with 
assistance from several of his 
patients. Dr. Dawit Assesa will 
host an open house at Hoster 
Chiropractic and Massage 
Wednesday, Nov. 8, at 7:30 p.m. at 
2700 W. Pecan St., Ste. 780. Call 
251-9686 for more information.

Town Hall Meeting
The city will host a Mayor’s Town Hall Meeting Nov. 9, 

from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Pflugerville Justice Center, 
1611 E. Pfennig Lane. The topic for discussion: is rail right 
for Pflugerville? Call 990-4363 for more information.

Operation Christmas Child
National Collection Week for Operation Christmas 

Child, the world’s largest Christmas project to help 
children suffering around the world, is Nov. 23-20. 
Pflugerville First Baptist Church is the Austin main area 
collection center and will accept shoe boxes filled with 
school supplies, toys, necessity items and a hand-written 
note throughout this holiday season and year-round. Call 
251-3052 or visit www.fbcpville.org/occ/htm for more 
information on how to participate.

Ceramics and More
Ceramics and More, 101 W. Pecan St. celebrated 

their grand opening Oct. 21. Owner Willie Jackson, a 
Pflugerville resident, plans to include beads and mosaics 
by the beginning of next year. They will offer classes for 
children and adults, as well as supplies. Call 252-2243 for 
more information.

Holidays at Heritage Park
The city will host its annual Holidays at Heritage Park at 

901 Old Austin Hutto Road Nov. 8, from 6 to 9 p.m. There 
will be Santa pictures, hot chocolate, arts and crafts for 
kids and entertainment from local schools. All activities 
are free. Call 251-5082 or e-mail amya@cityofpflugerville.
com for more information.

6

News or questions about Pflugerville? E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.

Pfall Pfest
The Parks and Recreation Department will host 

the Pfall Pfest Arts and Crafts Show Nov. 18, at the 
Pflugerville Recreation Center at 400 Immanuel Road 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free. Call 251-5082 for 
more information. 

Bullet Proof Vests Grant Awarded
Pflugerville was awarded federal funding from the 

Bureau of Justice Assistance that will equip an additional 
eight officers with armor (ballistic) vests. “Citizens of 
Pflugerville wish to retain our safe place to live and raise 
a family environment,” City Manager David Buesing said. 
“Although all crimes in our community are not by the 
citizenry, we must protect responding officers against 
these invariable acts.”

PC Store
A new computer upgrade and repair store opened Oct. 

9.  PC Clinic, 1466 Grand Ave. Parkway Ste. 106, is open 
Monday - Friday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and closed Sundays.  Call 252-3361 for more 
information.

Pflugerville

E Pecan St.

FM
 6

85

FM 1825

D
es

sa
u

W Pecan St.

1 

2

3

4

5  

Pfennig Lane

R
ai

lro
ad

1 2

3 4

Grand Ave. Pkwy.

C
en

tr
al

C
o

m
m

er
ce

5  

Im
m

an
ue

l

O
ld

 H
u

tto
 R

d
.

 6 

7  



NOVEMBER  20066 iMpact NEwspap ER .cOM

Finally.

Villages of Hidden Lake

Artist Rendering

Lake Pflugerville Now Open!
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Round Rock

Pflugerville 

Hutto

Hidden
Lake Dr.

Take I-35 to Pflugerville. Exit on FM 1825 and head
east. Turn left on FM 685 then right on Kelly Ln.
and head east for 1.5 miles. Make a right on Hidden
Lake Dr. and head straight for about 1/4 mile.
Welcome Home Centers will be to your right and
straight ahead (follow the signs.) Pflugerville Schools.

•  Located 2 miles east of downtown 

(at Pflugerville Ln. & Weiss Ln.)

•  3.5 mile-long granite hike/bike trail

•  Recreational Docks

•  Swimming, fishing, paddle boats,  

kayaks, sailboats and battery 

operated rolling motorboats will 

be allowed

•  Stocked with over 19,000 channel fish, 

sunfish, white crappie and large mouth

bass (fishing now allowed with proper  

license)

•  6-grounded fishing piers (currently   

under construction)

•  Residential Access

Medallion Collection
from the 160s
(512) 990-3535

Signature Collection
from the 190s
(512) 670-7982

Prices, plans, amenities, and features vary per plan and are subject to change without notice. Lake is now in final stages of completion. 11/06

Lake living you can afford.
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a 2x4 or a fish hook, I don’t want to waste 
my fuel to go stand in line at a store outside 
Pflugerville. I am excited to be able to do 
that here.”
Austin Regional clinic

Austin Regional Clinic Round Rock will 
relocate July 2007 from their current loca-
tion on South Mays to La Frontera off SH 
45 next to the The Summit office complex. 
The clinic will move from their current 
21,000 sq. ft. facility to a larger 24,000 sq. ft. 
building to be built by Koontz McCombs.

“We have outgrown our space here and 
we want to expand our services and spe-
cialties,” Tim Rye, ARC Round Rock office 
manager, said. “We looked around the area 
for space and thought this was the best op-
tion. With all of the tollroads opening, we 
knew it would be easy for people to get to.”

ARC has had a strong presence in Round 
Rock for more than 15 years and wants to 
add services like physical therapy, internal 
medicine, ENT and dermatology in the 
new building.

The clinic will offer same-day appoint-
ments, daytime urgent care, and onsite lab 
and X-ray. They will continue to operate 
out of their current facility until the move 
next July.

“We wanted to stay as close to our exist-
ing clinic as we could so people could still 
find us. We also wanted to stay close to Dell 
because we serve so many of the employ-
ees,” Rye said.

la frontera updates
The newly opened SH 45 and Loop 1 toll-

ways will also house La Frontera Square, a 
four-story complex with offices, retail and 
restaurants, as well as 343 apartments on 
the top floors. 

North American Properties, a Cincinnati 
development group, will use nine acres to 
open the mixed-use development next 
year.

“We thought this type of product was 
needed in Round Rock because of the 
commuting times and increasing gas pric-
es,” Mike Pacillio, NAP partner said. “This 
area is unique because of the amount of job 
growth, and we want people to be able to 
walk to the different types of services and 
residences.”

Cousins Properties continues work on 
45 acres off Louis Henna Boulevard. The 
property is in Austin extraterritorial juris-
diction, but will attract shoppers and visi-
tors with retail, restaurants and a rumored 
16 screen movie theater. The Avenue at La 
Frontera is expected to open later this fall 
or early next year.

Simmons Vedder & Co. purchased the 
remaining 43 acres of land in La Frontera 
this past summer in order to build 1.8 mil-
lion sq. ft. of office space to be called The 
Crossings at La Frontera. The space will 
mainly be used for offices, but some shops 
and apartments are in the plans, as well.

CONTINUED FROM | 1

Additional developments at tollways

Riverside Resources of Austin bought 245 
acres last year from landowners in hopes of 
developing a master-planned development 
that will feature a series of lakes, hike and 
bike trails and green belts for commercial 
and residential residents. They will build a 
new road through the site to provide access 
northbound on IH 35 and southbound on 
Howard Lane.

Kelly Capital Group Inc. purchased 150 
acres from Riverside Resources Investments 
Ltd. in September. Kelly Capital is the sister 
company of the San Diego based St. Croix 
Capital Corp. that plans to build a $150 mil-
lion mixed-use project near the intersection 

North Austin : IH 35 Development
of Howard Lane and IH 35 called The Lakes 
at Tech Ridge.

The St. Croix project on the 150 acres re-
cently purchased will include 76 acres front-
ing the highway with 750,000 sq. ft. of re-
tail, the possibility of two hotels, restaurants 
and a convenience store. St. Croix will also 
use 15 acres for industrial and office use ex-
pected to break ground next July. 

Another 46 acres will be used as multi-
family with 1,000 possible apartments. 
The Weitzman Group of Austin will handle 
the retail leasing and CB Richard Ellis Inc. 
will handle the office and industrial space 
leasing.

Howard Lane & IH 35 Project

Dell

Parmer Lane

Tech     Ridge

Howard Lane

Wells Branch Pkw
y.

The Lakes at Tech Ridge
Who: St. Croix Capital Corp.
What: Commercial, retail & 
residential development
When: 2007
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Homes mid $100s–$350s • falcon-pointe.com

I-35 N to Exit #247. 1825 through Pflugerville to FM 685. Left on 685,
3 miles. Right on Kelly Lane. Follow the Falcon Pointe signs.

ADDRESS BUILDER BR/BA SQ. FT.
18812 Wind Valley Way Morrison 3/2 1,841
2221 Village View Loop Highland 3/2 2,091
2801 Canyon Valley Run Morrison 4/2.5 2,577
2708 Quiet Water Pass Highland 4/3.5 2,983
3016 Richfield Landing Legacy 4/3 3,058
18900 Hill Top Canyon Legacy 4/2.5 3,113

HURRY OVER to Falcon Pointe, Pflugerville’s only 
master-planned community.

Resort-Style Residents’ Club • Activities Director
Tennis and sports court/sand volleyball courts

Pocket parks/picnic areas • Hike and Bike pathways
On-site Pflugerville ISD schools • Austin’s most respected builders

See falcon-pointe.com to preview floorplans and inventory

There’s nothing
else like it.

Newland Communities creates desirable, livable communities across the nation. For nearly four decades we have been creating a special
sense of community by bringing to life the unique history, culture and traditions of the land we develop.

Highland Homes
512-670-1518

Legacy Homes
512-670-3040

Morrison Homes
512-670-3607

Texas Big 
512-989-3374

FP-N6303_10x6.5  10/20/06  3:41 PM  Page 1

Newland Communities creates desirable, livable communities across the nation. For nearly four decades we have been creating a special
sense of community by bringing to life the unique history, culture and traditions of the land we develop.

712 Centerbrook Legacy 2,412
805 Wood Mesa Drive Village 2,477
4104 Green Vista Place Texas Big 3,536
1314 Hillridge Drive Highland 2,699
4229 Fairmeadow Drive Morrison 3,137
1630 Hidden Springs Path Standard Pacific 2,411

Address Builder Sq. Ft.

AVAILABLE INVENTORYHomes mid $100s-$500s · teravista.com

See teravista.com to preview floorplans and inventory
From Austin: Take I-35 North, exit #257 (the exit after University Blvd.)

and turn right on Teravista Parkway.
REALTORS® Welcome

Prices, specifications and plans represent present intent of the developer and builders and are subject to change without notice.

HIGHLAND
HOMES

512-238-0600

LEGACY
HOMES

512-733-6060

LENNAR
HOMES

512-388-8224

TEXAS
BIG

512-238-7658

VILLAGE
BUILDERS

512-671-3600

Life comes together at Teravista. With miles of winding trails, a Resident’s Club
with swimming pool, tot splash pool, tennis, playscape, sand volleyball, 
fitness room and an 18-hole championship public
golf course, Teravista offers homes from some of
Austin’s most well-known builders. Teravista.
Where life comes together.

Where Life Comes Together.

MORRISON
HOMES

512-388-4740

STANDARD
PACIFIC

512-255-2303

TER-N6085_10x6.5  10/20/06  4:10 PM  Page 1
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Monthly
Home Sales

Round Rock & Pflugerville MLS Area

Price Range 

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million +	

# of Homes for Sale

23

184

211

228

138

62

20

6

-

Month  

Sept. 2005

August 2006

July 2006

June 2006

May 2006

256

261

287

285

329

276

$191,750

$180,154

$196,506

$200,318

$194,388

$179,775

Number of Sales Average Price 

Data provided by Alamo Title Company (www.alamotitle-austin.com)

OnThe Market

3

138

181

127

5

-

1

2

-

131

131

151

166

146

140

$154,391

$142,853

$167,091

$153,901

$152,537

$155,549

R.R.          PFLUG. R.R.                      PFLUG. 

R.R.          PFLUG. 
Avg.Days on Market 

R.R.            PFLUG. 

61

69

81

92

102

92

139

-

-

62

77

83

114

49

35

-

-

-

Forest Creek
Round Rock - 78664
2127 Hilton Head Dr.               
Agent: Marianne Lamele (512) 691-6938

              4 Br./3/1 Ba.         
$475,000 Pflugerville - 78660

19818 Melber Lane         
Agent: Lisa Meier (512) 423-3497

              3 Br./3 Ba.         
$549,900

Sept. 2006

Area Home Listings

Residential
REAL ESTATE REPORT

Round Rock - 78681
3009 Sumac Ct.            
Agent: Victoria Costello (512) 691-6940

              4 Br./3/1 Ba.         
$320,000

increase in 
average  selling 

price over last year

$ 11,596
Round Rock 

$11,538 
Pflugerville

-5  
number of homes 
sold over last year

Round Rock and Pflugerville Specialists
810 Hesters Crossing, Suite 100
Round Rock, TX 78681
512-255-1060
www.coldwellbankerunited.com
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Transportation Report 

by CatHy KinCaid

With the opening of the new SH 45, residents from 
both Pflugerville and Round Rock will soon discover the 
lack of frontage roads and entrance/exit ramps at Heath-
erwilde Boulevard. 

Heatherwilde Boulevard is a Pflugerville road fast 
becoming a major artery through the city to SH 45. The 
road becomes Red Bud Lane, about a half mile north of  
SH 45, which is also important for the eastern section of 
Round Rock around Forest Creek.  

However, because of financial reasons, TxDOT did not 
include entrance and exit ramps or frontage roads for 
Heatherwilde from the toll road.

According to Pflugerville Mayor Cat Callen when 
TxDOT began planning the toll road, they told Pfluger-
ville the acquisition of right of way through the city of 
Pflugerville would cost $5 million. 

The city countered saying they would pay $2 million 
in 2004. TxDOT never responded to this, and the city 
delayed payment in the 2005 budget to avoid raising 
taxes. This summer TxDOT began looking at putting 

in the right of way after reviewing the results of a study 
Pflugerville had done to determine the change to traffic 
flow if that interchange was put in. The city is still waiting 
for TxDOT to come back with the final figures.

Pflugerville City Manager David Buesing realizes the 
importance of this area to Pflugerville.

“We want to have exit and entrance ramps and frontage 
roads for Heatherwilde just like every other city should 
have,” Buesing said. “but we cannot unless we pay, but we 
don’t have that kind of money. How do you make money 
if you don’t have money? We need the frontage roads to 
make the money.”

The interchange is also important, Callen says, as an 
exit for the new Highland Park subdivision. 

“They need Heatherwilde to get out of the city,” Callen 
said.  “Without it, all those people will have to come back 
to Pecan to exit.” 

 While Pflugerville officials negotiate with TxDOT, 
travelers on SH 45 needing to exit at Heatherwilde are 
forced to take an inconvenient exit. 

“I would like people to know that the city is waiting for 
TxDOT for final figures on the right of way,” Callen said. 
“As soon as we get that we will go forward.”

 

Toll Road information
An additional 2.5 miles of SH 45 N connecting to RM 620 were 
included in the Nov. 1 Central Texas Turnpike opening. 

Other roads now open include:
Loop 1 extension from Parmer Lane to SH 45 N
SH 45 N from Loop 1 to SH 130
SH 130 from Highway 79 to Highway 290

Scheduled for a December opening is SH 130 for 14 miles north 
from US 79 to Georgetown.

Although the roads will be initially free to all customers, 
motorists can later pay with cash or with a TxTag sticker, a thin, 
electronic device that goes inside of the windshield behind the 
rearview mirror.

Free and Discounted TxTag Schedule
November & December-Tolls will be waived for all customers.
January-Cash customers will begin to pay a toll while TxTag 
customers will continue to have their tolls waived.
February-TxTag customers will pay a half-price toll.
March-TxTag customers will pay the regular toll, a 10 percent 
discount off the cash rate.
  

Setting Up a TxTag Account
• Visit the Customer Service Center at 12719 Burnet Rd., 
  Austin. Open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Visit www.txtag.org
• Call 1-888-GoTxTag
 An initial payment of $20 is needed to set up an account.

What’s missing on SH 45?
The view from the Heatherwilde overpass at SH 45 shows dirt but no lanes.

TxDOT sponsored a sneak preview Oct. 22, at the Toll Plaza on 
Loop 1 at Wells Branch Parkway.
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G ov e r n o r ’ s  r ac e

carole Strayhorn
Independent
http://www.carolestrayhorn.
com/

Strayhorn is not a supporter of 
the Trans-Texas Corridor project, 
because foreign company Cintra 
is building it, and because it 

claims private property through eminent domain. 
Her solutions include improving existing roadways, 
utilizing railways from the coast to Central Texas 
and easing commutes with staggered work times 
and telecommuting. 

The Texas Federation of Teachers, and the Texas 
State Teachers Association have endorsed Stray-
horn, and some of her education initiatives include 
vetoing any legislation for vouchers and giving 
schools $8 billion in funding from sources such as 
video lottery. 

To bring property tax relief to the disabled and 
elderly, Strayhorn has proposed a freeze on any tax 
increase, and plans a ten percent across-the-board 
reduction. 

Rick Perry 
Republican (Incumbent)
http://www.governor.state.tx.us/

 The SH 130 toll road was one 
of Perry’s biggest 2002 cam-
paign promises, and he is the 
only gubernatorial candidate in 

full support of the Trans-Texas Corridor. 
 Lower property taxes are another of Perry’s pet 
issues. He has signed a three-year property tax 
reduction law that will cut school property tax 33 
percent. 
 Perry continues to push the importance of the 
TAKS test with personalized study guides to help 
high school students pass the TAKS and graduate.

He also made into law the recommendation by 
the State Board of Education requiring that high 
schools students complete four years of math, 
English, science and history.

voTing dATeS
early voting october 23 – november 3

23-27  8a.m.-5p.m.
28  7a.m.-7p.m.
29  12p.m.-5p.m.
30-3  7a.m.-7p.m.

election day november 7
  7a.m .- 7p.m.

RequiRemenTS 
-You do not have to have your voter registration card, but 
it is recommended. Bring a driver’s license or other state-
issued ID.
-Your precinct number is printed on your registration card. 
During early voting you may vote at any polling location, 
but Nov. 7 you must vote at your location. 

foR moRe infoRmATion  
For more information on polling locations or 
precinct numbers:
Williamson county 
943-1630 • http://voters.wilco.org/index.asp

Travis county 
238-8683 • www.traviscountytax.org/
showVoterSearch.do

This governor’s race has been so loaded 
with name changes, cigar smoke and mud 

slinging, it’s hard to see through it all to the real 
campaign facts. 

Community Impact has chosen to focus on 
three issues closest to our Round Rock and 
Pflugerville readers to help them make informed 
decisions for their families and businesses: The 
Trans-Texas Corridor, education and property tax.

The Trans-Texas Corridor will cut its way 
through some of the state’s richest farm land to 
build roads for the growing communities. Voters 
need to understand the candidates’ position on 
the subject in order to make an educated vote. 

The TAKS test has been criticized as failing 
students and forcing educators to teach to a test. 
It is up to the voter to decide which candidates 
offer a viable option.

This year’s race will go down in history as one 
of the most colorful, but it could become one of 
the State’s most important.

by raCHel youens

County bond benefits parks and roads

Williamson Bonds

In the six years since Williamson County 
last issued roads and parks bonds, the 
county’s population has grown as has 
the need for creating a strong network of 
roads across the county. The two bonds 
on the table will bring to fruition some of 
Williamson County’s biggest road projects.

The population has grown by 33.4 
percent, according to Williamson County 
statistics. In the next 10 years, the county 
expects this population to continue to 
expand to almost 549,000. 

The general obligation bonds, if approved, 
would affect taxes, but only slightly and not 
until 2012, when they would increase the 
tax rate 9/10 of a penny. According to the 

county’s 2005 financial report, Williamson 
County has a AA bond rating, one of only 
11 counties in the state with that high rating, 
which helps the county borrow money for 
bonds at a low interest rate while keeping 
taxes low.
Proposition one

This proposition gives $228 million to 
help further some of the projects from the 
Multi-Corridor Transportation plan.

Road improvements include Lakeline 
Boulevard, Pond Springs Road, RM 2243 
and continuing Ronald Reagan Boulevard’s 
stretch from north to south across the 
western side of Williamson County. 

Other roads mentioned in the bond 
include Chandler Road, Hwy. 79, FM 1660, 
RM 620, FM 1460, Brushy Creek Road, 
Georgetown Inner Loop, Westinghouse 
Road and IH 35.
Proposition Two

Proposition two targets parks, 
securing new land for the future and 
improving existing parks, which the 
advisory committee hopes will offset the 
construction of roads. 

The bond does not specify which parks, 
but does include the construction of 
hike and bike trails and the building of 
recreational facilities.

This is the county’s first road and park 
bond proposal since 2000. 

U.s.  senate
	

Barbara	Ann	Radnofsky
Democrat
http://www.radnofsky.com/

Kay	Bailey	Hutchison
Republican	(incumbent)
http://www.texansforkay.com/

Scott	Lanier	Jameson
Libertarian
http://www.scottjameson.org/

U.s.  conGress

District 10

Michael	Badnarik	
(Libertarian
http://www.badnarik.org/

Michael	McCaul	
Republican
http://www.mccaulforcongress.com/

Ted	Ankrum	
Democrat
http://www.tedankrum.com/

District 31

John	Carter
Republican	(incumbent)
http://carter.house.gov/

Mary	Beth	Harrell
Democrat
http://www.marybethharrellfor
congress.com

Matt	McAdoo
Libertarian
http://mcadooforcongress.com

coUnty commissioners

Williamson Precinct 2

Cynthia	Long
Republican
http://www.cynthialong.com

Michael	Hofmann
Democrat
http://www.votehofmann.com

Williamson Precinct 3

Valerie	Covey
Republican
http://www.valeriecovey.com/

Randall	Craig
Democrat

Williamson Precinct 4

Ron	Morrison
Republican
http://www.ronmorrison.com/

Brig	Mireles
Democrat
http://www.brigmireles.com/

travis Precinct 2

Glen	Bonnett	Jr.	
Libertarian
http://glenbonnet.com

Sarah	Eckhardt	
Democrat
http://www.saraheckhardt.com/

travis Precinct 4

Margaret	Gomez	
Democrat
http://www.margaretjgomez.com/

Tim	Davis	
Libertarian

Pflugerville City 
Charter

The propositions on the Pflugerville 
city charter were created by the Charter 
Review Commission, a group of citizens 
who convene every four years to evaluate 
the charter and recommend amendments 
and additions. 

After speaking to city officials, boards, 
commissions and staff, the commission 
pinpointed 14 areas for change.

“We made sure the charter was up to date 

and consistent with the goals of the city,” 
Chuck Lesniak, commission member, said. 
“Most of these propositions are not what I 
would consider drastic changes.”

Many of the amendments simply put 
the charter in accordance with state law, 
changing election dates and procedures 
to reflect the state constitution. Other 
propositions aim to make city government 
more efficient, such as making it easier to 

achieve quorum at some meetings. 
Although the changes may not be 

drastic, Lesniak stresses the importance of 
understanding the charter, which includes 
policies on zoning, eminent domain and 
powers of office. 

One of the propositions actually includes 
verifying city council members, themselves, 
have read the charter.

“The city charter is essentially a city 
constitution. People need to read it, think 
about it and then vote,” Lesniak said.

On the ballot, each item is presented 
separately for a yes or no vote.

Proposed changes update, streamline charter
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chris Bell
Democrat
http://www.chrisbell.com/

Bell has said publicly that 
if he wins, he would “slam the 
brakes” on the Trans-Texas Cor-
ridor plan, and bring all the facts 

to light (such as what the exact agreement was 
between the state and construction group Cintra) 
before moving forward. 

After the struggles in this year’s legislature 
about school funding, Bell’s solution is to remove 
the politics and create a bipartisan commission to 
come to common ground on education issues. Bell 
wants to take some of the fear out of the TAKS test 
by administering a diagnostic TAKS at the begin-
ning of the school year to assess what students 
have retained and what needs to be taught. As a 
Houston city council member, Bell helped pass 
the city’s first property tax rate cut, and intends 
to lower property taxes in Texas by instituting a 
broad-based business tax.

James Werner
Libertarian
http://www.werner4texas.
com/

While he does believe 
improving roads will attract 
more money into Texas, Wer-

ner does not fully agree with the execution of 
the Trans-Texas Corridor, and thinks those who 
have had their land seized should be offered 
shares in the private company, which will run 
the roads. 

Werner is the only candidate to advocate 
school vouchers, and believes that rather than 
starving schools of funding, it will result in edu-
cation being treated like a consumer product 
that only improves from competition. 

Werner wants to get rid of all business and 
personal taxes in favor of the Texas Fair Tax, 
which would set a sales tax rate of 8 to 10 
percent which would raise enough revenue to 
cover all the state’s existing expenditures.

kinky friedman
Independent
http://www.kinkyfriedman.
com/

His strong belief that politi-
cians should not be beholden 
to donors or companies has 

led him to oppose the Trans-Texas Corridor. 
If elected he wants to put current plans on 
hold and send them back to the legislature for 
reworking. 

Friedman has pointed to the amount of 
money being put into Texas government surplus 
as the reason property taxes are rising, and plans 
to mend it by putting a cap on current appraisals 
at three percent rather than the current ten. 

To end the problem of school funding, Fried-
man would legalize casino gambling and take 
private sponsorship for sports programs and 
then use the incoming money to raise teacher 
salaries.

state senate

District 5

Steve	Ogden
Republican	(incumbent)
http://www.steveogden.org/

Stephen	Wyman
Democrat
http://www.stephenwyman4
txsenate.org/

Darrell	Grear
Libertarian

District 14

Kirk	Watson
Democrat	
http://www.kirkwatson.com

Robert	“Rock”	Howard
Libertarian
http://rockhoward.org/

state rePresentative

District 20

Dan	Gattis
Republican	(incumbent)
http://www.dangattis.org

Jim	Stauber
Democrat
http://www.jstauber.com

District 46

Dawnna	Dukes	
Democrat	(incumbant)

Richard	Wedeikes	

Libertarian

District 52

Mike	Krusee
Republican	(incumbent)
http://www.mikekrusee.com

Karen	Felthauser
Democrat
http://www.karenfelthauser.com

Lillian	Simmons
Libertarian
http://xld.com/ls/home.htm

District 50

Jeff	Fleece	
Republican
http://www.jeff-fleece.com/

Jerry	Chandler	
Libertarian

Mark	Strama	
Democrat	(incumbant)
http://markstrama.com/

comPtroller

Fred	Head
Democrat
http://www.votefredhead.com/

Mike	Burris
Libertarian
http://www.voteforburris.
politicalgateway.com

Susan	Combs
Republican
http://www.susancombs.com/
	

Dr. Jesus Chavez, Round Rock 
Superintendent, has been a busy man the 
past month. At night he’s at neighborhood 
association meetings and public forums, 
during the day he’s at luncheons and 
media interviews. Chavez is busy telling 
anyone who will listen about the 1,000 
new students coming into his district each 
year, the 20-year-old schools the district 
needs to update, the five new schools 
needing to be built, and the $267 million 
bond package needed to pay for it all.

Since the last successful bond election in 
2000 the district has increased by almost 
6,500 students, and a bond package last 
year failed. Now the district is back with 
a scaled-down package in hopes a smaller 
ticket price with focused spending will 
convince voters.

“We asked the bond advisory committee 
to look for the needs that were most 
critical, and to only look at the needs two 
or three years down the road,” Chavez 
said. “We also asked them to look at the 
specifications for school designs and see 
if they could cut costs, and they were 
able to take a million off of elementary 
buildings and a million and a half off of 
secondary buildings.” 
keeping the Price low

From a wish list submitted by 
the district, a citizen bond advisory 
committee scrubbed down the school’s 
needs to essentials, taking the cost from 
last year’s $350 million to $267 million. 

The district board of trustees also 
approved the use of the debt service 
fund in order to buy down the projected 
tax rate increase. The final projected tax 
rate would be $0.34 cents, increasing 
the monthly tax rate for the average 
homeowner by $5.66.

Some of the opposition in the last bond 
election came from those who had no 
children in schools, or no children at all. 

The amount of a person’s property 

tax that goes to schools is frozen at age 
65, so the bonds’ passage does not affect 
those over 65. The Round Rock Chamber 
of Commerce has thrown their support 
behind the bonds because they feel the vote 
for the schools is good for business and the 
economy.

“One of Round Rock’s greatest draws 
has been its school system and we need to 
maintain its quality,” Charlie Dromgoole, 
chamber president, said. “My kids are 
grown, but good schools still maintain 
the quality of a community, good home 
appraisal value and promote economic 
development.”
 What’s in the Bonds?

The bonds address overcrowding with 
the construction of five new schools placed 
at the areas with the most growth. To 
maintain past investments, additions and 
renovations are planned for older buildings, 
many open more than 20 years. 

The schools’ technology and science 
equipment is out of date, which is a 
pressing issue since the passing of 

legislation requiring secondary students 
to have four years of math and science 
to graduate under the recommended 
plan. The bonds provide for network 
and computer upgrades and increased 
electronic curriculum.
if They fail

If the bonds fail, the district will 
address the overcrowding with more 
portables and budget cuts. Money to pay 
for more portables and buses will come 
out of school budgets, reducing the chance 
for teacher raises and program funding. 
Regardless of the bonds passing, the district 
will be forced to redraw school boundaries to 
balance the population.

Without passage of the bonds, lunch hours 
will continue to start at 10:30 a.m. to make 
time for all students to eat, the budget for air 
conditioning repairs and roof mending will 
drop, and the number of portables will swell. 

“The students are going to keep coming 
whether the bonds pass or not,” Chavez 
said. “It’s up to the voters to decide what 
we can do to help accommodate them.”

Is better education 
worth $6 a month?

A complete listing of all candidates and their Web site 
information can be found at www.impactnewspaper.com.

Facing severe overcrowding, 
RRISD needs bond money to grow - Ten new subdivisions in Round Rock

   ISD by 2010 such as The Ranch at
   Brushy Creek and Teravista

- 2 elementary and 1 middle school 
   over 175% full

- 7 elementary, 1 middle and 2 high
   schools over 125% full

- 13 other district schools over 100% full

- 6 elementary schools and 1 middle    
   school over 125% full. 

-12 elementary schools over 100% full

- 4 middle schools 100% full

- All high schools over 100% full

now 2010

if the Bonds are Passed
- A third elementary school in the northeast area of the district, near Behrens
  Ranch
- Patsy Sommer Elementary built in Avery Ranch
- A new middle school near the Walsh Ranch subdivision on Sam Bass Road to
  open in 2008
- A new high school on Gattis School Road to open in 2010, repurposing the 
  Stony Point 9th Grade Center into a middle school
- A new elementary school in the Turtle Creek Neighborhood to open in 2008

Round Rock Bonds
Round Rock iSd 

growth by the numbers
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Bringing our family
to your neighborhood.
For over a century, the Seton Family of Hospitals has been one of Austin’s most 
well-recognized and well-respected residents. With a foundation of faith and a legacy 
of award winning staff and services, Seton sets the area’s healthcare standard — offering 
the region’s only transplant hospital, dedicated pediatric facility, Level II Trauma Center 
and teaching hospital. 

Now, Seton is proudly expanding its “family” with the addition of Seton Medical Center 
Williamson. Opening early 2008, this leading-edge facility will be Williamson County’s largest 
healthcare resource, and is bound to become its most preferred.

Seton Medical Center Williamson will provide comprehensive healthcare, from our family 
to yours — including emergency, critical, cancer and cardiac care, as well as women’s services, 
including OB/GYN surgery and labor & delivery.

At Seton, we’re ready to meet the growing healthcare needs of thriving Williamson County. 

Caring for you is part of our mission, and we can’t wait to be part of your community.

www.seton.net
Round Rock Higher 
Education Center

Round Rock
Premium Outlets
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Kaleidoscope Toys

1601 S IH 35

Round Rock, TX 78664

388-5048

Allen’s Boots

2541 S IH 35

Round Rock, TX 78664

310-7600

Old Prague Market

117 East Main St.

Pflugerville, TX 78660

251-7330

Texas Spice 

2713 Sam Bass Rd.

Round Rock, T
X 78681

260-17
12

Pecan S
t. A

ntiq
ues

10
0 W

 Pecan S
t.
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X 78
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251-1
950
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620 Florist
1308 Round Rock Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78681
244-2711

Adam’s Gift Shop
409 N Mays St.
Round Rock, TX 78664
255-7500

Allen’s Boots
2541 S IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78664
310-7600

Apricot Lane
4401 IH 35 Ste. 820
Round Rock, TX 78664
931-2040
www.apricotlaneonline.com

Antique Mall
1601 IH 35 Ste. 400
Round Rock, TX 78664
671-7467

A-Zany-Do Day Spa
900 Palm Valley Blvd. Ste.1008
Round Rock, TX 78664
671-9269

Beyond the Red Door (boutique)
106 S Mays St. Ste. 100
Round Rock, TX 78664
246-9908

Bloomin’ Across Texas (florist)
15307 FM 1825
Pflugerville, TX 78660
251-2268

Brace Yourself Designs 
(custom made bracelets)
251-9597

Brushy Creek Arts & Gifts
2705 Chert Cove
Round Rock, TX 78681
218-0952

Cabbages and Kings (antiques)
601 IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78664
255-0851

Cactus Rose Quilts
670-9509

Canvas Press 
(pictures put on canvas)
525 Round Rock West Drive Ste.A150
Round Rock, TX 78681
828-5553

Ceramic Lodge
18 Chisholm Trail
Round Rock, TX 78681
248-2100

City Jeans of Texas
105 S Mays St.
Round Rock, TX 78664
255-6463

Common Grounds Coffeehouse
3720 Gattis School Rd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
238-1833

Creative Memories 
(album imprinting)
244-1708

Custom Fashions by Barbara
1002 Disraeli
Pflugerville, TX 78660
990-4993

Dawn’s Decorative Crafts
252-0550

Dixie Rose
Texas Star Gift Baskets
1708 Candelaria Mesa Drive
Round Rock, TX 78664
251-1956

E & R Clothing and Accessories
15608 Springhill Lane Ste.109
Pflugerville, TX 78660
990-3402

Factory 2 U
120 Sundance Parkway
Round Rock, TX 78681
600-0211

Flowers & Frills, Inc. (florist)
103A W Pecan St.
Pflugerville, TX 78660
251-8869

Gaddy’s True Value
403 FM 685

Women’s
R e t a i l

I Spy

I Spy Antiques and Accents celebrated its first year 
of business in October. Owner Audra Vest grew up 

in Pflugerville with parents who had a passion for 
antiques and collecting unique items. 

“My dad collected handmade marbles, my mom 
collected Barbie’s,” Vest said. “They still help while 
traveling; if they find unique antiques, they bring 
them back for me to sell in my store.”

Both parents, Carroll and Mildred Collier, 
occasionally work at the store, and Mildred helps 

decorate or rearrange the store. 
“I try to diversify the items in my store between old and 

new, while maintaining a distinct look of home furnishings 
and home accents,” Vest said. “Whenever I’m shopping for my store I 

keep two things in mind; one, is this something I’d put in my own home, and, two, is this 
what I’d pay?”

 Finding home décor and furnishings to accentuate any room during the holidays 
is easy to do with the help of I Spy, but rare gifts can be found as well. Some unique 
products range from WoodWick Candles to jewelry with an antique flare.

Keria Teas

Simply Suzi

I Spy
Plugerville Country 

Gift Gallery

Old Prague Market

Vino 100 Texas Spice

Pecan Street Antiques

Proud Sponsor of The Susan G. Komen Foundation 
- Austin Affiliate

WHAT IF?...There was a REALTOR who 
truly had YOUR BEST INTEREST in 
mind, not theirs?

WHAT IF?...Buying or Selling your 
home could actually be EASY, FUN 
and STRESS FREE?

WHAT IF?...Your Realtor was so confi-
dent in Their service that they offered 
a RISK FREE GUARANTEE?

Behind On YOUR PAYMenTS...FACinG
FOReCLOSURe? OR need TO 

SeLL YOUR hOMe FAST?

Call (512) 748-0652 to avoid Foreclosure or 
visit my website www.illsaveyou.com

i could never find the right Realtor... SO i BeCAMe One!

I WILL SELL YOUR HOME IN 60 DAYS OR 
PAY YOU $500...GUARANTEED

Certain restrictions do apply. Call me today for a FREE HOME MARKET ANALYSIS  and 
Consultation. You’ll be glad you did.

Call 1-888-210-6142, ext. #3002 for recorded information. 
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Pflugerville, TX 78660
251-4611

I Spy (gifts)
1701 Red Bud Lane
Round Rock, TX 78664
341-8404

J & M Jewelers
110 N IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78681
733-5006

Jenny’s Hair Supply
15608 Springhill Lane Ste.104
Pflugerville, TX 78660
989-3144

Jewelry Place
200 Pecan St. East Ste. 4
Pflugerville, TX 78660
990-1015

Keria Teas
204 E Main St.
Round Rock, TX 78664
255-3742

KTD Designs (handmade jewelry)
251-0646

La de Da
403 W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville, TX 78660
990-8677

Ladybug Boutique
16402 Parkway Drive
Round Rock, TX
218-0682

Lammes Candies
110 N IH 35 #150
Round Rock, TX 78681
388-1885

Main Street 101 (boutique)
101 West Main Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78664
248-9200

Melissa’s Silver & Accessories
255-8054

Memories R Us, LLC
3750 Gattis School Road Ste. 500
Round Rock, TX 78664
246-9070
www.memoriesrustx.com

Moon Dance (gift baskets)
3720 Gattis School Rd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
716-1020

Nelda’s Boutique
1101 Pecan St. West Ste.11
Pflugerville, TX 78660
252-2225

Old Prague Market
117 East Main St.
Pflugerville, TX 78660
251-7330

Old Settler’s General Store
3250 East Palm Valley Drive
Round Rock, TX 78664 
431-2894

Pagel & Sons Jewelers
1110 N IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78681
388-4653

Pecan St. Antiques
100 W Pecan St.
Pflugerville, TX 78660
251-1950

Pflugerville Country Gift Gallery
301 W Pecan St.
Pflugerville, TX 78660
251-5329

Pflugerville Floral Design
1202 FM 685 #B1
Pflugerville, TX 78660
252-2105

Pflugerville Country 
Gift Gallery

Painting started out as a hobby more than 20 
years ago for Britta Herzog; it is now her business. 
She opened Pflugerville Country Gift Gallery in 
November 1999 displaying her fine art. The store 
has since grown to embrace other local artist’s 

pottery, jewelry, and candles.
“Being a local artist myself, I think it’s important 

that any time we can support each other, we do,” 
Herzog said. “It brings uniqueness to my store because 

these are pieces you can’t find just anywhere.”
Her favorite things to paint are architecture and still-life, but 

she also customizes paintings for people by reproducing a photo into a painting. 
“I’ve recreated wedding portraits, pet portraits, children photos, landscapes, 

houses, all kinds of things,” Herzog said. “It’s really a neat personal thing that allows 
people to preserve memories and add value with a painting.”

Simply Suzi (gifts)
1700 East Palm Valley Blvd., Ste. 470
Round Rock, TX 78664
246-0808

Snapdragon Flowers ‘N Such
210 Round Rock Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78681
255-6158

Sugar Plum Gifts by Michele and 
Co. (gift baskets)
www.sugarplumgifts.com
656-4043

Sweet Love & Sugar Britches
2000 IH 35 Ste. A5
Round Rock, TX 78681
255-6602

Sue’s Book Exchange
1205 Round Rock Ave. Ste. 119
Round Rock, TX
244-9193

Texas Spice (seasoning, coffee, tea)
2713 Sam Bass Rd.
Round Rock, TX 78681
260-1712

Tina’s Jeweled Creations (jewelry)
High quality jewelry line
789-0700

Pfun D’Lites (homemade candles)
251-9227

Q & T Jewelry
220 Sundance Pkwy. Ste. 404
Round Rock, TX 78681
733-9120

RunTex
220 Sundance Pkwy. Ste.100
Round Rock, Texas 78681
255-2100

Scent-sations Gourmet Candles
7711 O’Connor Ste. 701
Round Rock, TX 78681
244-0835

Scrapbook Fever
1208-X North IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78681
244-7277

Silk Cocoon (gifts)
102 E Main St.
Round Rock, TX 78664
341-8788

S & L Kreations
341-0039

Having trouble finding it?
We can help.

Located in Pflugerville
at Heatherwilde Blvd. & Pflugerville Loop

We’re Serious About:
Bible-based Preaching
God-centered Worship

Sound Doctrine
Practical Godliness
Nurturing Families

Meaningful Fellowship

(512) 989-3500
www.austin-opc.net
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Allen’s Boots
2541 S IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78664
310-7600

Atex Family Fun Center
907C N IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78664
341-7742

Austin Aerials (photography)
989-9770

Blackhawk Golf Club
2714 Kelly Lane
Pflugerville, TX 78660
251-9000

Canvas Press (pictures on canvas)
525 Round Rock West Drive Ste. A150
Round Rock, TX 78681
828-5553

Men’s
R e t a i l

Turner’s Furniture
200A East Main
Round Rock, TX 78664
255-7416

Vino 100 (wine baskets)
3021 IH 35 Ste. 120
Round Rock, TX 78664
255-0526

Wooten Antiek Imports
1401 Sam Bass Road
Round Rock, TX 78681
255-1447

Wordyisms, Inc. (framing, gifts)
103 N. Railroad Ave,
Pflugerville, TX 78660
835-6695

You R Special Gifts
1400 Chisholm Trail
Round Rock, TX
626-1443

Zanzea Enterprises (jewelry)
251-2525

Forest Creek Golf Club
99 Twin Ridge Pkwy.
Round Rock, TX 78664
388-2874

Gaddy’s True Value
403 FM 685
Pflugerville, TX 78660
251-4611

Hard Drive Golf
1238 CR 170 (A.W. Grimes)
Round Rock, TX 78664
248-9191

Hockey & More Store Next Door
15501 N FM 620
Round Rock, TX 78681
716-1980 

J & M Jewelers
110 N IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78681
733-5006

Jewelry Place
200 Pecan St. East Ste. 4
Pflugerville, TX 78660
990-1015

Gilbert Greenburg opened his western store in Grand 
Prairie in 1964 and named it Murphy’s Boots. His son, 
Steve followed in his dad’s footsteps when he opened 
his own store, Allen’s Boots, on South Congress 
Avenue in 1977. 

“After moving all over the U.S., I decided I wanted 
to open a western store, and I didn’t want to compete 

with my dad, so I came to Austin and I liked it. This space 
was for lease so I looked into it, put down a deposit and 

the rest is history,” Greenburg said. “The experience I had 
growing up working for my dad was all I needed. I learned 

every aspect of the business. I like the product, and I like working 
with people.”

Their second location in Round Rock opened 10 years ago and is located on IH 35 
next to Home Depot. However, the Round Rock store will soon relocate into a brand 
new building just down the street in the Mays Crossing Shopping Center. It will be 
open the first of December, just in time for the holidays. 

“We’re very excited about the new location,” Greenburg said. “Our product 
combined with our service is what has made us successful. We try to carry the cream 
of the crop. Our inventory is top of the line.”

Allen’s Boots

Moon Dance (holiday gift baskets)
3720 Gattis School Rd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
716-1020

Pagel & Sons Jewelers
1110 N IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78681
388-4653

Pipe World
115 Sundance Pkwy.
Round Rock, TX 78681
388-4300

Q & T Jewelry
220 Sundance Pkwy. Ste. 404
Round Rock, TX 78681
733-9120

RunTex
220 Sundance Pkwy. Ste.100
Round Rock, TX 78681
255-2100

The Railyard Express Retail Store
3400 E Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
255-2255

Sportsman’s Warehouse
3203 IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78664
218-8880 

Star Ranch Golf Club
2500 FM 685
Hutto, TX 78634
252-4653

Teravista Golf Club
4333 Teravista Club Drive
Round Rock, TX 78664
651-9850

Tejas Golf
3631 Greenlawn Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
310-8911

Pecan Street Antiques

Old Prague Market

FREE CIGAR
with your next club selection.
Enter code IMPACT at checkout.

Limit one free cigar per recipient.

Each monthly club selection includes:

4 premium, specially-selected cigars

Gift-style packaging

Stokes Tasting Notes™ on each cigar

Priced as low as $2495/mo.

www.StokesCigar.comwww.StokesCigar.com
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Sweet Love & Sugar Britches
Children’s

R e t a i l

Atex Family Fun Center
907C N IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78664
341-7742

Chisholm Station Trains
901 Sam Bass Rd.
Round Rock, TX 78681
255-5832

Dragon’s Lair Comics and Fantasy
1601 S IH 35 Ste.360
Round Rock, TX 78664
279-8888

Estrada’s Music
1401 S IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78664
310-2044

Hockey & More Store Next Door
15501 N FM 620
Round Rock, TX 78681
716-1980 

Kaleidoscope Toys
1601 S IH 35
Round Rock, TX 78664
388-5048

La de Da
403 W. Pecan St.
Pflugerville, TX 78660
990-8677

Piranha Records
1208 N IH 35 Ste.E
Round Rock, TX 78681
238-0418

RunTex
220 Sundance Pkwy. Ste.100
Round Rock, TX 78681
255-2100

Sweet Love & Sugar Britches
2000 IH 35 Ste. A5
Round Rock, TX 78681
255-6602

The Railyard Express Retail Store
3400 E Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78664
255-2255

Greg Small’s Christmas tree would not be complete 
this winter without a G-gauge train making its way 
around a small, hand-crafted train track. Ever since he 
received his first train set when he was three years old, 
the owner of Chisholm Station Trains has enjoyed the 
creativity of owning and operating a train set.

“I remember when I was a child, the day after 
Thanksgiving we moved our couches upstairs to make 

room to bring the trains down to start putting them 
together,” Small said. 
Small opened Chisholm Station Trains in the Round Rock 

Gardens nursery off Sam Bass Road six years ago with the idea to 
combine gardens and trains and also showcase his favorite pastime.

“There aren’t many hobbies available anymore for children to get in to,” Small said. 
“This isn’t just about trains, but also about history and responsibility.”

For Small, trains provide children and adults with insight into surveying, 
engineering, designing, woodworking, landscaping and model building. He has 
collected bits and pieces for his sets from all over the country.  The last Saturday of 
each month, he runs his own and other’s trains around the tracks at Round Rock 
Gardens.

 

Charlotte Brinkley and Julia Broadway understood how 
little free time working mothers have between soccer 

games, cheerleading practice and school events when 
they opened their boutique and monogram shop, Sweet 
Love & Sugar Britches.

“We wanted to offer people reasonable prices on 
custom items,” Brinkley said. “We know how hard it is to 
work all day and also work hard to provide for your kids.”

The mother-daughter team began working together 
eight years ago by traveling to what became 18 or more 

upscale craft shows a year before opening the childrens’ 
and ladies’ boutique last April in the Skyridge Plaza off of 

Hester’s Crossing.
“We knew that Round Rock couldn’t support a high-end boutique 

and that people wanted to come in and find something custom-made just like at the 
shows,” Broadway said.

Sweet Love & Sugar Britches, named after nicknames for Broadway’s children, 
carries custom-made and monogrammed Bible covers, nap mats, bibs, burp cloths, 
blankets, hair bows, childrens’ and ladies’ clothing, purses and jewelry.

Chisholm Station Trains

 • Pilates, Yoga and Aerobics
 • Personal Training
 • Youth Sports
 • Gymnastics and Tumbling
 • Parent/child Yoga
 • Homeschooler Programs
 • Martial Arts
 • Self Defense
 • Fitstart

• We build strong kids, strong families, strong communities • Financial assistance is available •

Pflugerville YMCA
15808 Windermere Drive, Pflugerville, 78660

928-9622
www.austinymca.org

th
eYMCA of Austin’s

Pflugerville Center

$49 OFF
joining fee 

with this ad!

rockin’ around the 
holidays bazaar

Unique Gifts 

and Crafts 
for Everyone!

Elves workshop and babysitting service 10 am - 2 pm $2/hour

Saturday, November 11 
9 am - 4 pm

Free Admission

512-218-3220
     www.claymadsenrec.com

Clay Madsen Recreation Center
1600 Gattis School Road: Round Rock

Allen’s Boots

La de Da

Kaleidoscope Toys
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The Lone Star Circle of Care (LSCC) has made it their 
mission to be the safety net for anyone in need of medical 
care.  With the recently-opened Round Rock Community 
Clinic on the second floor of the Serving Center, LSCC is 
making affordable healthcare even more accessible.

“LSCC began as a single clinic in Georgetown, started 
and funded by a group of concerned residents,” explains 
Jen Rodosta, director of grants and communication.  “But 
when the doors opened in 2002, the clinic was inundated.  
They had seriously underestimated the area’s need.”  

The clinic was losing nearly $600,000 each month – a 
staggering figure that alerted the board of directors to two 
facts: first, the current model was not sustainable; and 
second, they were one of the very few sources of medical 
assistance to the people in the area.  Realizing the need, 
the directors looked for another option that would allow 
them to keep their doors open.

The board decided to seek Federally Qualified Health 
Center (FQHC) status, and the grant money that came 
with it.  

“It was a difficult decision,” Rodosta said, “because 
it meant going from a grassroots organization to one 
that was accountable to a federal agency.  But the board 

decided it was worth it to develop a sustainable model and 
provide for the growing need in the area.  And there were 
benefits to being a FQHC, too, like enhanced Medicaid re-
imbursement, which helps offset some of the costs associ-
ated with treating uninsured patients.”

In order to secure FQHC status, LSCC had to expand 
their services to include dental and mental healthcare.  In 
four years, the organization expanded from one medical 
clinic with a budget of $300,000 to five clinics offering a full 
range of services with a budget of more than $10 million.  

Yet, the federal money that comes with FQCH status 
only accounts for 45 percent of the annual budget.  In order 
to keep pace with the growth and demand for medical ser-
vices in the area, LSCC has aggressively sought non-federal 
grants and community support.

The Round Rock Community Clinic is the newest of 
LSCC’s clinics, and also the only location to offer the full 
range of healthcare services.  The clinic even offers prenatal 
care through staff OB/GYN, Dr. Frank Hines. 

“It’s the first obstetrician-led program for medically un-
derserved women in Williamson County,” beams Rodosta.

LSCC’s plans for future expansion are focused on the 

by Julia Kennedy Jayes

C L O S E R
L   O K

NON-PrOfit - LONe star circLe Of care

Dr. Frank Hines, OB/GYN, with proud parents and the third baby he delivered 
at Round Rock Community Clinic, a branch of Lone Star Circle of Care.

round rock community clinic
1099 e. main st., ste. 200

341-0500  • www.lscctx.org

southern part of Williamson County – namely, Round 
Rock.  

“Our service area is all of Williamson County, even 
though we started in Georgetown.  It will take a while, 
but our goal is to have facilities all over the county,” said 
Jack Hunnicutt, chair of the board of directors.  “More 
people live in the southern part of the county, and we 
want to put facilities where the people are – it just takes 
time and money to do that.”

Medical safety net for all of Williamson County

l s cc  6 0 - D ay  F U n D r a i s e r 
s U P P o r t s  i t s  F i v e 

co m m U n i t y  c l i n i c s
Tax	deductible	contributions	

can	be	mailed	to:

ot h e r  c l i n i c s 
Georgetown community clinic
701	East	University	Avenue
Georgetown,	TX	78626
512-863-9208

Gcc Dental center
Georgetown,	TX	78626
512-864-1445
	

LSCC	
Attn:		60	Day	Fundraiser	

1500	West	University	Avenue,	Suite	103
Georgetown,	Texas	78628

Gcc Pediatric center
612	East	University	Avenue
Georgetown,	TX	78626
512-930-KIDS	(5437)

 Granger medical center
115	West	Davilla
Granger,	TX	76530
512-859-2251

	

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Robert J. Mysse, D.D.S.
                                      (mice-ee)
Full Service Dental Care • Single Visit Crowns • Dental Insurance 
Accepted • Nitrous Oxide & Oral Sedation

Emergencies Seen
Same Working Day

Credit Terms Available

310-1500
1401 S. I-35 ROUND ROCK • Renaissance Square Shpg. Center N Suite 230

10 Minutes North of Downtown Austin

One 
Appointment

Same Day 
Bleaching

Round Rock
Clinic

S
. M

ays S
t.

Main St.

620

SAFE BEACON
I N S U R A N C E
AUTO  HOME  BUSINESS  HEALTH  LIFE

Darren M. Kocs, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 

to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 

community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 

and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 

radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 

medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care

For more information contact us today at

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Rock Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . t e x a s c a n c e r c e n t e r r o u n d r o c k . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.

Valerian Chyle, Jr., M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Lakshmi Balasubramanian, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Catherine S. Wu, M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Kathy Plakovic, APRN, B.C.
Nurse Practitioner
Hematology-Medical Oncology
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For the vegetarian or diet-conscious, they offer a 
good selection of sandwiches and salads.  The Avocado 
Grilled Cheese sandwich is White Swiss and American 
cheese with fresh sliced avocado, tomatoes and sprouts 
served on grilled whole grain bread. ($5.69)  The Grilled 
Chicken Caesar salad is sliced grilled chicken breast, 
romaine lettuce, Parmesan cheese and croutons, topped 
with a creamy traditional Caesar dressing with just a hint 
of anchovy. ($6.49)

Community Impact’s editor has been a loyal customer 
of the original Café Java since it opened. She and our 
staff writer, also a long time fan, say it is the simple, 
always well-prepared food that keeps them coming back. 
One of our favorites is the Grilled Turkey & Cheese 
Sandwich, a fresh, smoked turkey and cheese served on 
grilled whole grain bread. ($4.99)

Monday is Mom’s Meatloaf Madness featuring Mom’s 
favorite meatloaf recipe with homemade mashed po-
tatoes and green beans. ($6.99) Wednesday’s special is 
Italian cuisine with homemade lasagna or meat balls and 
spaghetti. ($6.99)

Diners can also enjoy a choice of desserts to savor with 
that cup of java, or to finish your meal.  The Red Velvet 
cake or the Key Lime pie ($3.75) are hard to resist. 

Each time I visit Café Java, I expect to see Kramer or 
George or one of the Seinfeld gang sitting in a booth in 
the corner. This is truly a neighborhood establishment 
where you can pop in for a really good cup of coffee, or 
espresso and a snack or have breakfast any time of the 
day.

Café Java has been open at this location for about two 
years, but owner Matt Lacey has operated its sister res-
taurant on Metric Boulevard near Austin Community 
College for 11 years.  Helping in the Round Rock busi-
ness is his mother Carol Williams, who everyone calls 
“Mom” and who has more than 50 years of restaurant 
experience. 

Many of our Sunday mornings are spent at Café Java 
enjoying the migas, drinking coffee and reading the 
newspaper.  The Migas ($6.19) are served with hash 
browns, bacon and flour tortillas, and are covered with 
cheddar cheese (something many restaurants ignore, 
but really adds to the flavor).

The most popular breakfast is The Java, 2 eggs, 2 
pieces of bacon, hash browns, toast, and includes coffee 
or tea. ($5.49)  Many types of omelets are available.  
Choose from sausage, ham, cheddar cheese, mush-
rooms, avocado and more. ($6.79)  Like Jerry Seinfield, 
you can also order an egg-whites only omelet. 

By Jim dawson

N E I G H B O R H O O D Neighborhood establishment 
refuge for friends and family

café java

Matt Lacey and his mother Carol Williams pour a cup of java.

2051 Gattis school road • suite 120 • 238-0700
mon – Fri   7am – 9pm  •  sat   7am – 3pm  •  sun   8am – 3pm

Medical safety net for all of Williamson County

b r e a k Fa s t  a n D  D i n n e r  s P e c i a l s :
sunday:

Eggs	Benedict

monday:
Mom’s	Meatloaf

tuesday:
Chicken	Fried	Steak	

Wednesday:
Italian	

Lasagna

Chicken	Picatta

Spaghetti	&	Meatballs

thursday:
Mexican
Enchiladas

Taco	Salad

Café
Java

Louis Henna

A
.W

. G
rim

esS. May
s S

t.

Gattis School Rd.

LUXURY IN ALLTHE
RIGHT PLACES.

Taylor Woodrow builds in communities that reflect our commitment to

addressing the total lifestyle priorities of our customers, such as exemplary schools 

and abundant amenities. We build masterfully designed homes with all the right

touches just the way you want it and where you’ll enjoy it the most.

So, come find your Taylor Woodrow Home today.

TaylorWoodrowHomes.com

© 2006 Taylor Woodrow Homes. Inspired by you® is a registered mark of Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information contained
within this advertisement is correct at time of publication and subject to change. 0806

Realtors® Welcome

Inspired by you.®

The University 
of Texas Golf Club

Granite Bay 
512.266.6116

From the $500s 

The Reserve
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Hawks Canyon
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Red Oak Valley
512.266.5947

From the $300s

Steiner Ranch

River Heights Overlook
512.266.5926

From the $400s

Summer Vista
512.266.6920

From the $300s

Falconhead at 
Spillman Ranch

512.402.1572
From the $400s

Senna Hills
512.263.2655

From the $500s
sennahillsaustin.com

Walsh Ranch
512.733.7600

From the $300s

NOW OPEN IN ROUND ROCK AT WALSH RANCH

TWA-N6152_10x6.5_v1  8/24/06  3:45 PM  Page 1
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Round Rock Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated its annual banquet with 
a sold out attendance of more than 

450 guests Oct. 24, at the Marriott in La 
Frontera. 

Keynote speaker Lewis Timberlake 
encouraged attendees to remain positive in 
their endeavors, set goals and to always give 
their best in any situation. 

The Chamber awarded  Citizen of the 
Year and the Lifetime Achievement Award 
to two Round Rock businessmen and 
also recognized several members for their 
service to the chamber. 

“The event was very well received and we 
have gotten really good comments from 
all of our members,” Charlie Dromgoole, 
Round Rock Chamber president said. “It 
was a great chance to recognize a lot of very 
deserving people.”

chairman’s Award 
Steve Laukhuf, 

General Manager, Round Rock Leader

Ambassador of the Year
Ana Marie Calderon

outstanding member of the Year
Lisa Guiterrez, Sonitrol

outstanding new member of the Year
John Garrett, 

Publisher, Community Impact Newspaper

Small Business of the Year 
Hill Country Directories

This company has been entrepreneurial in their business and 
they filled a real need in the community  this year by publishing The 

Greater Round Rock Phone Book.

Business of the Year 
 Time Warner Cable

This business was a title sponsor of Business to Business Showcase, 
Taste of Round Rock and the Chamber Banquet.  They are a 

Momentum Investor and provide tremendous support for many 
organizations throughout the community.

chamber banquet 2006
celebrates business in round rock

chamber Awards
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With more than 40 
years of engineering and 
surveying work in the 
Round Rock area, and his 
company celebrating its 
25th year, Joe Baker has 
established an impressive 
reputation of reliability 
and excellence among his 
colleagues in the Round 
Rock community. 

A UT graduate, Baker began as the Texas Society of Professional Engineers “Young 
Engineer of the Year” and went on to be elected as the Williamson County Surveyor, 
a position he has held since 1986. 

He is currently President of Baker-Aicklen, Inc., with offices in Round Rock, 
Cedar Park and San Marcos. Since moving to Round Rock in 1975, Joe has served on 
the Board of Appeals, Board of Adjustment & Appeals, and Chairman of the Waste-
water Advisory Commission and served 5 years on the Round Rock City Council 
(1980-1985). 

He is the Director of First Texas Bank of Round Rock, and is a past Governing 
Board Member of YMCA of Greater Williamson County and Columbia St. David’s 
Round Rock Hospital. 

With the Round Rock Chamber of Commerce, he is a past chairman and mem-
ber of the Economic and Community Development Committee, and a past Board 
and Executive Committee member. Though his continuing contributions to civil 
engineering have vastly improved the development of Williamson County, Joe’s life 
outside of work continues to demonstrate dedication to his community, spirit, and 
strong values. 

He and his wife of 37 years, Jo Ann, are especially involved in Grace Primitive 
Baptist Church, where Joe is a deacon. His two grown children have settled nearby—
Darrel, 35, in San Antonio, and Melanie, 33, in Round Rock with Joe’s two grandchil-
dren, Justin and Tanner.  

Jon Sloan, President 
of First Texas Bank, is a 
leader who can be counted 
on to provide his talents, 
time and expertise to 
worthy efforts. Recently, he 
was asked what he’s up to 
right now to make Round 
Rock a better place to live 
and work. He answered 
that continuing to get 
his officers involved with 

important endeavors such as the school bond election. His employees are cultivated 
leaders, which is an entirely different and innovative way of giving to the community. He 
cares about Round Rock children and economy – he’s currently working diligently on 
the upcoming RRISD school bond election. 

He takes a leadership role in heading up financial support for causes that need fund-
ing. He lends time and expertise to the United Way, the Round Rock Area Serving 
Center and City of Round Rock / Chamber of Commerce Economic Development 
Partnership. 

He is a member of the Executive Committee of the YMCA of Greater Williamson 
County, a founding and Executive Committee member of the Greater Round Rock 
Community Foundation, previous Chamber Chair, Rotarian, Past Member Board of 
Trustees of  Round Rock Medical Center, Partner of the Year for Partners in Education 
as well as a supporter of numerous other good causes in Round Rock and Williamson 
County. 

He continues to be a sustaining community leader as he has been for a number of 
years. He takes very little credit for any of work he is involved in. Although he remains 
behind the scenes, he is always there. No matter what time the meeting starts 7:00 am or 
8:00 p.m. he makes time for all the great causes he supports. 

Lifetime Achievement Award

Jon Sloan

Citizen of the Year

Joe Baker
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EDUCATION
Focus

Research night showcases library’s online resources

New Horizons opens new opportunities

If you’re a parent or student who cringes at the words “book report” or if your 
Encyclopedia Britannica has been gathering dust in the attic for years, the PISD 
librarians want you to fear research no more.

In August, the librarians met to develop ways to involve the parents and com-
munity with the school libraries. They developed the first Pfamily Research Night 
as a way to showcase some of the library online systems and print research tools 
and to make school projects less of a dreaded affair for parents.

The first of what they hope becomes an annual affair occurred Oct. 24, at each 
of the high school libraries. 

“Learning doesn’t stop when kids leave school, and this allows them to have 
those school resources with them all the time,” Cheryl Michulka, Westview 
Middle School librarian said. “Some parents don’t know about all that we have 
made available.”

Parents and students have free access to an online bilingual encyclopedia, maps 
and news archives through each school library’s Web site. Each library also has a 
searchable version of their book catalog where users can find titles, look at cover 
art and see if a book is still available.

One of the special features about research night is that it is being run in English, 
Spanish and Vietnamese. 

“Our community is so diverse; there are 50 or 60 different languages spoken in 
our district,” Michulka said. “The idea of this whole research night is to give access 
to information, and we wanted to truly give access to everyone.”

by raCHel youens

Hoping to motivate at-risk students, Round Rock ISD is introducing a new program 
that brings together school and business to encourage students toward a successful 
education experience.

New Directions and New Horizons is an idea Supt. Jesus Chavez imported from his 
previous work in the Harlingen school district, where it helped to lower the dropout 
rate. The program targets secondary school students who need extra help, and pre-
pares them for college and the real world beyond.

“Our goal is to involve the students in our school, provide additional support, 
ensure they are being successful, and put in their mind that they are preparing for 
college,” Chavez said.  “And if they stick with us over time, it will open doors to attend 
college.” 

Using a curriculum called High School 101, a hand-picked group of students meet 
weekly in groups to learn about life skills such as financial literacy and communica-
tion. The program takes classroom learning into the real world through field trips and 
visits from local business people.

In May the New Directions and New Horizons program hosted a retreat with 25 
members of the local business community and Round Rock Mayor Nyle Maxwell. The 
district hired Stephanie Sullivan as the program’s head, and has brought on several 
local businesses as volunteers.

New Directions and New Horizons will be offered at the ninth grade center, Stony 
Point and McNeil High Schools, and CD Fulkes and Hopewell Middle Schools. The 
program kicks off this month.

“You’re going to see these students grow tremendously, develop essential skills and 
be guided to register for college,” Chavez said.

For more information or to volunteer, contact Stephanie Sullivan at 464-5077 or 
stephanie_sullivan@roundrockisd.org.

Westview Middle School librarian, Cheryl Michulka, helps parents and students at Connally High School library.

Accord Home cAre provides:

Accord Home cAre
is medicAre certified.

skilled Nursing
 Home Health Aides
physical Therapy
speech Therapy
occupational Therapy

 Certified ET Nurses
colostomy care
 Certified Wound VAC Care
daily insulin care
in-home Telemonitoring

The bottom line to our home health care program 
is patient care. it allows our patients to maintain 

their dignity and the opportunity to regain an 
optimal level of independence through 

intervention and rehabilitation.
Locally Owned and Serving Central Texas since 1996
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cHoose Accord Home cAre
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American Elite
A U T O  B O D Y

(512) 246-2153

American Elite would like to extend an open invitation for all, to 
visit our new location in Round Rock, Tx.  We have been serving 

the Austin and surrounding area since 1984, with the highest 
quality body repair, paint and customer service.

4100 Sunrise Rd, Ste. 200, Round Rock
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Another property of lime is that it emits 
a very bright light when heated.  This was 
used in early theatre productions to create 
spotlights, thus coining the phrase “in the 
limelight.”

In 1894, 300 barrels of lime were 
produced daily from the operation.  The 
company employed 30 to 50 men during 
this time.  Most of the workers, including a 
large Mexican-American population, lived 
in nearby company houses.  

To help the employees, the company 
also opened a company store, which is 
still in operation today at the mine. Not 
only did the store provide food and other 
necessities for employees, but also served 
as a social gathering place.

The company also established their own 
monetary exchange.  Tokens were issued 
that could be redeemed at the store. 

The McNeil post office, located in the 
store was begun in 1888 with Addison 
Sheppard as the first postmaster and still 
serves the area.

R o u n d  R o c kP f l u g e R v i l l e

Driving on McNeil Road west of Round 
Rock, one can see the mining operation 
that has produced high-grade lime for 
more than 117 years. 

Austin White Lime Company was es-
tablished in 1888 by Alfred M. Martin and 
Mr. Walker and probably has impacted 
the economic development of the city of 
Round Rock as much as any business dur-
ing the first 100 years of operation.  Alfred 
Robinson joined the company in 1912.  
Later his sons, Alfred H. and George E 
Robinson, took over the operation.  Today 
the company is still operated by members 
of the Robinson family.

The mine was located at the intersec-
tion of the International & Great Northern 
Railroad and the Austin and Northwestern 
Railroad, which enabled them to ship their 
products with relative ease.

Still visible from McNeil are portions of 
an original wood-fired kiln used to burn 
the water out of the limestone to produce 
quicklime, a principle ingredient of ce-
ment.  The kilns were heated to around 
900 degrees using cedar firewood that was 
chopped by hand axe and hauled by mule 
and wagon.  Everything was done by hand, 
including quarrying the limestone.  They 
also acquired firewood from individuals, 
which was a source of income for many lo-
cals. Oak was also purchased for the mak-
ing of barrels by the company’s coopers.

For more than a century, cotton was 
the most important crop grown in the 
Pflugerville area. Businesses that devel-
oped - from the gins to banks to mercan-
tile stores - supported the cotton farming 
community. The planting and harvesting 
of the crop influenced the school calen-
dar.  Entire families spent their days in the 
fields, picking cotton.

Farmers hired workers to manually 
plant and harvest the crop.  Herbert Bohls 
remembers workers coming from the St. 
John’s area in Austin. They joined area 
families in the fields during the fall.  Until 
the 1930s, when the first tractors appeared 
in the area, mule teams pulled the plows 
for planting. 

 “A cotton bale of hand-picked cotton 
was 1,200 pounds,” Clarence Bohls said. 
“My brother and I could pick a bale every 
two days, each picking 300 pounds a day.”  

Workers were paid by the pound.  They 

Austin White Lime Company impacts economybegan at daybreak, picking the cotton with 
their bare hands, despite the burrs.  Even 
the children worked in the fields, miss-
ing school, or at the least, beginning their 
school year after the crop was harvested.  

The contents of the bags were weighed 
and emptied into large trailers and hauled 
to the cotton gins.  Pflugerville had two 
gins, the “large gin” and the “little gin.”  

Linda Ramos Tanguma remembers get-
ting her commercial driver’s license at the 
age of 15 so that she could help her father 
haul the bales to the gin, pulling the big 
trailers behind the truck. She would leave 
one trailer at the gin and return to the 
farm to get another.  

“During the late 1940s there was a really 
big crop and the gins worked all night 
long.  It was such a good market that they 
didn’t even have to grade the cotton,” said 
Hub Kuempel, a buyer for the gin. “A flat 
rate was offered to the farmers waiting in 
the cotton yard.”  

The yard was located at the corner of 
Railroad and Pecan Streets.

Cotton is still grown in the area, but it 
is no longer “king” as many of the farms 
have made way for subdivisions, highways 
and businesses. 

Pflugerville:  A Heritage to Remember, 
an oral history, includes stories of farm-
ing cotton.  The book, sponsored by the 
Friends of the Pflugerville Community 
Library, is scheduled for release by Decem-
ber 2006.  

When cotton was king

The cotton yard located at Railrod and Pecan Streets.

Portions of original wood -fired kiln used to burn water out of 
limestone are visible from McNeil Road.

i M P A c T

by JiM dawsonby PaM stePHenson

A Wells Fargo Free Checking Account is a great way to pay yourself

as well as others. Simply set up regular transfers from checking into

savings, and you can begin to save money automatically. Before you

have a chance to spend it. Why wait for someday? Talk with a

Wells Fargo banker, call 1-800-WFB-OPEN (1-800-932-6736) or visit

wellsfargo.com today.

© 2006 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.
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R e g i o n A l  i M PA c T
A b R i d g e d  s T o R i e s  f R o M  o u R  s i s T e R  P u b l i c A T i o n’s  o c T o b e R  i s s u e

Gary Oldham, 
Program Director, 
Combined Communications 
and  emergency center

C E D A R  P A R K

L E A N D E R

One city: A vision of the future?

leAndeR
Expenditures: $10 million
Population: 20,000
Tax Rate: $0.5983
Sales Tax Revenue: $1,031,993 
City Limits: 20.03 square miles
ETJ: 37.59 square miles

cedAR PARk
Expenditures: $22 million
Population: 42,400
Tax Rate: $0.51807
Sales Tax Revenue: $9,680,000
City Limits: 21.52 square miles
ETJ: 11.38 square miles

city facts

mary Bradshaw, leander chamber of commerce 
executive director
“Economically, I could see why people would want it to 
happen. But, I think it would take a huge cultural shift for 
it to happen. There has always been a feeling of Cedar 
Park and Leander being very different.”

Jerry Rose, cedar Park chamber of commerce 
chairman 
“One thing to consider when talking about merging the 
two cities would be merging the chambers somewhere 
down the road. The chambers would be able to bargain 
better to own their own facility and we would be able to 
get a lot more done.’

John carter, u.S. district 31 Representative
“Leander and Cedar Park are fast growing areas 
and putting together their resources would make 
them a strong force. It comes down to personal 
desires and what they see as benefits if they 
merge. A lot of people have struggled to get on 
the map and they have pride in their community. 
Ultimately, it is up to the voters and whether they 
see it as beneficial.”

Robin elkin kregel, cedar Park resident
“I don’t like that invisible line between both 
cities. My best friend lives in Leander, but I 
never feel like I am traveling to another city to 
see her. I think it’s a win-win situation. It has 
nothing to do with a name change, it’s the 
concept that is important. I think it would be 
an awesome thing and the growth potential 
would be fabulous.”

Shaune Haas, cedar Perk coffee co. owner
“I am curious to know the interest level of 
both sets of residents and the strengths and 
weaknesses on both sides.”

Angela davis, leander resident
“They are two different cities managed two 
different ways. Getting the councils to work 
together would be a difficult thing. ”

kenneth faubion, Hill country feed and 
Supply owner
“It doesn’t need to happen. I know Cedar Park 
wants to maybe do this because they are land-
locked and they can’t go any further east or 
west. My father, my grandfather and my great-
grandfather all lived in this area. It just wouldn’t 
be Leander anymore if the cities combined.”

C o m m u n i t y  V o i C e s :

by Mandy Hobby

Divided opinions over unification
Conversations, blogs, council presentations consider possible merger

Phil Duprey, Cedar Park Chamber of 
Commerce ambassador and former city 
council member, posted a discussion on 
his online forum, www.cedarparkissues.
com, last month hoping to begin commu-
nity conversation. Since then, responses for 
and against a possible merger appear on his 
site daily. Duprey is actively trying to get 
the idea in residents’ minds in hopes of one 
day actually bringing the cities together.

“It doesn’t make sense to be politically 
separate,” Duprey said. “The cities could 
combine to eventually compete economi-
cally with larger cities.” 

Charles Rowland, Cedar Park city attor-
ney, compares the idea of Cedar Park and 
Leander merging into one large city to a 
marriage.

“It has to be a cooperative effort from the 
getgo,” Rowland said. “It’s like a marriage; if 
both people don’t get something out of it, it 
won’t work.”

Before any votes are cast, Rowland said 
the first step for both cities would be a fi-
nancial analysis of Cedar Park and Leander 
by an independent auditor in order for Ce-
dar Park to show it could afford to incorpo-
rate another city. 

In order for the cities to become one city 
or consolidated, the smaller city, Leander, 

with approximately 20,000 residents, would 
have to ask the larger city, Cedar Park, with 
42,400 residents, to be incorporated into its 
city limits.
How it Happens

• If at least 100 voters petition the city 
council to hold an election, the council 
may decide to have one. 

• If a petition is signed by more than 15 
percent of the total vote cast at the recent 
general election, the city council must hold 
an election. 

• If a majority of the votes cast in the elec-
tion in Leander are in favor of the merger, 
Cedar Park may hold an election within 45 
days. 

• If the majority of residents in both 
cities vote for consolidation, the mayor in 
each city verifies the approval of the voters 
to the Texas Secretary of State and will then 
become one city.

As soon as the cities are consolidated, 
Leander would have to adopt Cedar Park’s 
charter ordinances and name. Leander also 
becomes included in Cedar Park’s territory 
and is subject to its laws and regulations. 

“I want everyone to be open-minded 
when discussing and hearing about this 
idea,” Leander Mayor John Cowman said. 
“I want people to know all of the facts and 
listen and learn and then make an informed 
decision.”

HILLCOUNTRY
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Come taste the best flavors
of the Caribbean!

New Lunch &   
    Dinner Menus

15200 FM 1825 Pflugerville, Austin Texas 78660

990-3121

Try our Daily Lunch Specials, 
   

  ONLY$7.95
Open Monday through Sunday from 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
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More than 200 Dell employees pitched in to spon-
sor the third annual Dell Fall Festival for children and 
families served by Texas Baptist Children’s Home and 
STARRY Monday, Oct. 10, 2006.

“We’re always blessed by Dell’s involvement in our 
ministries,” Keith Dyer, TBCH Executive Director, said. 
“Their contribution to our children and families is im-
measurable.”     

The Dell Fall Festival was the brainchild of a Dell 
team three years ago that wanted to provide one day of 
play for families and children in care. What was born 
then has grown into a massive carnival atmosphere 
complete with a mini train ride, petting zoo, cakewalk, 
inflatable bouncers and rock climbing wall.     

Stein Mart opened Oct. 19, in the Round Rock 
Crossing shopping center next to Target at 3021 IH 35.

The store hosted a store preview and private shop-
ping event Oct. 17, and raised $3,000 for Faith in 
Action Caregivers, an organization dedicated to helping 
older adults.

“We are happy to bring the Stein Mart shopping 
experience to the Round Rock community,” said Mi-
chael D. Fisher, president and chief executive officer of 
Stein Mart, Inc.  He added, “We are pleased to meet the 
growing demand for Stein Mart merchandise.”

l o c a l .  u s e f u l .  e v e r y o n e  g e t s  i t .

Usually the news in Central Texas is about growth, rarely is it 
about preservation. Countering the development of one of Texas’ 
fastest growing counties, the Williamson County Conservation 
Fund has created the Beck Preserve, protecting endangered 
species and setting aside a piece of historic land. 

The Commissioners Court Sept. 26, officially named the area 
just west of RM 620, the Beck Preserve after the family who 
originally bought the land in 1930. For years, the Beck Ranch 
was one of the county’s most successful cattle operations and 
beneath the 42.8 acres of ranch lay caves full of moist karst stone 
formations and endangered species. As time went by, the ranch 
was sold to the Round Rock School District, who later learned it 
was protected and could not be built on as planned. 

The WCCF, which encourages responsible development 
and protection of the county’s endangered species, bought the 
land in August with a grant from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. The deal was a win for both RRISD and the WCCF 
because when one piece of land is closed as a nature preserve, 
another piece of environmentally sensitive land is opened up 
for production. This system, known as the Regional Habitat 
Conservation Plan, helps to conserve the county’s natural beauty 
without impeding growth. 

by raCHel youens

Upscale discount store opens in Round 
Rock Crossing Shopping Center

by raCHel youens

Beck Ranch: a step toward preserving 
Williamson County 

Dell Fall Festival for children and families
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                in Georgetown

SALES:   M-SAT 8:30AM-8PM
SERVICE:   M-F 7AM-6PM

1-800-440-9115
premiermazda.net

SAFETY RATED**

Take a test drive today.

*2007 CX-7 SPORT WITH AUTOMATIC & 
2-WHEEL-DRIVE, PRICE PLUS TT&L INCLUDES 

$463 DEALER DISCOUNT. **BASED ON 
FRONTAL AND/OR SIDE AND/OR ROLLOVER 

RATINGS FOUND AT www.safercar.com.

All New 2007 MAZDA
$23,847*Starting

at

STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE: 244 hp 2.3 liter turbocharged engine,
18-inch alloy wheels, ABS, Steering-wheel-mounted audio and cruise control,
Remote Keyless entry, 6-speed Automatic, A/C, Power door locks - windows & 
outside mirrors • Satelitte-radio-ready modular audio AM/FM CD stereo

 Available
All-Wheel Drive

24MPG ESTIMATED 
HIGHWAY
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said, starting with a new Wal-Mart that 
will open next year at FM 685 and Pfennig 
Lane. The store is expected to emerge as an 
epicenter for other businesses. 

Pflugerville also has another prime op-
portunity to attract more commercial 
growth along the intersection of the toll 
roads SH 45 and SH 130. 

By 2010, the council anticipates reaching 
$4.5 million in sales taxes to add into the 
budget compared to the nearly $2 million 
slated for the 2007 fiscal year.
Round Rock’s security

In contrast to Pflugerville, Round Rock’s 
budget already relies heavily on sales tax-
es to generate more than 60 percent—or 
$47,753,559—of their revenue for general 
operations alone. 

Almost half of that number comes from 
money received through an agreement 
with Dell, Inc. that gives the city a portion 
of sales taxes produced from all Dell pur-
chases made in Texas.

Round Rock Finance Director Cindy 
Demers noted the city could dedicate addi-
tional Dell-generated funds, but practices a 
financial management policy instead that 
requires them to depend on no more than 
50 percent of sales tax monies to come from 
the company in that portion of the budget. 

The city then directs the extra sales tax 
for capital projects or to deplete debt early, 
which in turn, keeps down the property tax 
rate.

That is why the city staff and council 

members made a concerted effort to solicit 
more destination retail, including the new 
Premium Outlets and IKEA, slated to open 
next month. 

“Sales tax [revenue] is critical to our 
operations,” City Manager Jim Nuse said. 
“Having a diverse retail, including desti-
nation retail, is a top priority for our city 
council.”

As for the financial management policy, 
it is primarily a preventative practice, safe-
guarding against any economic slumps be-
cause when people quit buying computers, 
Round Rock has no financial guarantee. 

In 2002, the city experienced a short-
term slump following the dot.com crash 
and the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. However, 
the city has a plan to combat similar or 
worse situations. 

“We monitor sales tax revenue on 
a monthly basis,” Demers said. “If we 
see a slowing of sales, then we slow 
expenditures.”

In the event of a consistent pattern of 
decreasing sales, they might halt or delay 
projects. Demers also mentioned a “rainy 
day” fund where they keep a rate compa-
rable to 33 percent of their expenditures 
available for an emergency.

She also notes that Round Rock’s heavy 
use of sales taxes translates into lower prop-
erty taxes.  A resident who owns an average 
value home will pay $598.42 a year.

Overall, the budget increased by around 
10 percent to a total $119 million budget, 
with the new property tax rate set at 37.105 
cents per $100 of valuation.

CONTINUED FROM | 1

Round Rock and Pflugerville budgetsr o u n d  r o C kr o u n d  r o C k

 general fund expenditures
Administration ......................................$1,958,757
Transportation  ......................................... $759,319
City Shop ................................................  $1,015,677
Finance  ....................................................$1,388,466
Information Technology  ...................$1,266,184
Human Resources ..................................  $920,926
Municipal Court ......................................  $677,571
Police  ..................................................... $18,664,616
General Services  ............................... $15,373,701
Purchasing  ................................................ $494,325
Engineering & Development  ..........$3,046,804
Building Inspection ...............................  $817,562
Planning & Comm. Development  ..$1,751,968
Fire  ......................................................... $11,017,725
Street  ........................................................$7,907,418
Parks & Recreation  ..............................$8,268,484
Library......................................................  $2,300,117
Legal Services  .......................................$1,205,725

HigHligHTS 
 The budget will focus a major portion of funds 
on improving public safety and transportation. 
These two issues emerged as most important  
to residents during an open house forum held 
this spring where more than 600 residents 
participated in the process.

 Police department
• Full funding of new motorcycle program
• Employ 6 new personnel, including 4
  police officers and 2 support staff

 fire Station
• Employ 8 firefighters following completion
  of Fire House 7

 Transportation
• Purchase a computer system to monitor
  pavement conditions

 general fund expenditures
Administrative  .........................................$2,894,854
Library ............................................................ $619,624
Planning  ........................................................ $704,694
Street/Fleet  ...............................................$1,858,819
Engineering  ................................................. $734,560
Parks  ............................................................$1,987,250
Police/Court  ..............................................$6,099,772
Building  ......................................................... $601,787

P f l u G e r V i l l eP f l u G e r V i l l e

HigHligHTS 
 Administration

Employ 2 new personnel

 Parks and Recreation
Employ 2.5 new personnel

 Planning department
Employ 1 new personnel

 Police department
Employ 7 new personnel

 Street department
Employ 5 new personnel

 library
Computer system upgrade

32 computers were added to the library.

It’s Time to Swing Away
for Williamson Co u n t y

It’s Time to Swing Away
for Williamson Co u n t y

T h e re is a re m a rkably common vision in Williamson County to provide seamless quality
h e a l t h c a re to our community. We have taken a leadership role in this vision to ensure quality

h e a l t h c a re for the whole community – especially the children and adults who traditionally
fall through the healthcare network. We are asking you to join us in this shared vision for

the benefit of Williamson County Clinics: Lone Star Circle of Care, Johns Community
Health Center, Round Rock Health Clinic, and Samaritan Health Clinic.

T h u r s d a y, December 7, 2006

6:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. | At the Dell Diamond | $75 per person
For more information on “Rock n’ Do c” Gala, tickets,

Donations or Sponsorships, please call the “Rock n’ Do c” Ho t l i n e
at 512-879-6216 or visit us at www. Ro c k n Do c g a l a . o r g

En t e rtainment: “The Big Time Ba n d” with special appearances by Williamson County physicians.

06 Gala Ad 10 x 6.5 10/24/06 5:16 PM Page 1
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We’re your neighbors, your friends and your family. We’re

Scott & White Health Plan and our commitment to you is

rivaled by none. That’s why our costs are lower, our physician

and hospital network is ever-expanding, our plan options

are flexible and our customer service is simply outstanding.

In fact, U.S. News & World Report ranked us the Number One

Health Plan in Texas. You can’t ask for more comprehensive

coverage and friendlier service than that. For information

on a plan that’s right for you, call us at (800) 758-3012 or

visit us at www.swhp.org.

Just Like You, 
We Were Raised On 
Friday Night Lights, 
Not Big City Ones.

Ranked the Number One Health Plan 
in Texas by U.S. News & World Report.

#1 Health Plan In Texas
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Earth Protection Services is a national electronic recycler that has participated in collection events that 
have yielded over 500 vehicles.  The proceeds from this event will go to the Round Rock Independent 
School District for special projects.

In Recognition of 

National Recycling Day
Earth Protection Services and its partners, Round Rock Inde-

pendent School District and & Round Rock Chamber of 
Commerce, will be holding a community collection 

event on Saturday November 18, 2006.  The pro-
gram is designed for citizens, not businesses.

Date:  Saturday, 
           November 18, 2006

Time:  8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

Address:  3920 Gattis School Rd.
     Round Rock, TX 78664

Will Accept:  TV’s, Computers, 
Monitors, Keyboards, Printers

Will Not Accept:  White Goods or 
Batteries for this event

Donations:  $5.00 per vehicle
Limit:  2 computer systems and/or 

2 television sets
Special:  For businesses and larger 

quantities, please call for special 
pricing and delivery

Please call with questions or directions 512-251-4691.
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education:  MBA, St. Edward’s University in Austin, Texas
family:  Married to David Demers. She also has a pet cat named Jinx.
contact information:  218-5435, Email:  cdemers@round-rock.tx.us

Lauri Gillam gained her first experience in municipal 
government while working for finance and planning 

& zoning departments in Colorado and Wyoming. She 
came to Pflugerville as the city secretary/finance director 
after answering a help-wanted advertisement in October 
1993. 

Born and raised in Colorado, she now has a heart 
for the community where she works, which she 
describes as having a “small-town atmosphere.” 

“I would like to continue working with the City 
Council and city staff to help make Pflugerville an 

even greater place to live and work,” she said. 
“There are so many exciting opportunities 

with the opening of Lake Pflugerville and 
SH 130 and SH 45.”

lauri Gillam
Pflugerville Finance Director & 
Assistant City Manager

cindy Demers
Round Rock Finance Director

Cindy Demers has long had ties to Round Rock. She 
has lived in the city since 1977, graduating from 

Round Rock High School in 1985. 
   Staying in Central Texas for her college education, she 
began at Concordia University to obtain her Bachelor 
of Arts in accounting, finishing with her MBA at St. 
Edward’s University. 
   After beginning as a certified public accountant in 
1992 for the city, she became Accounting Manager 
in 1995 before working as the assistant to the City 
Manager in 2002. Demers stepped into her current 
position as Round Rock’s Finance Director in 2003. 

contact information:  251-3076, Email: finance@cityofpflugerville.com

Q.   What are your duties as Finance Director?
A. I am both the finance director and the assistant city manager, so I have a lot of differ-
ent jobs, but as finance director I deal with every dollar that comes through here. I do that 
with a staff that helps me run all the numbers. We do the budget, investments, the payroll 
and everything.

Q.   What are some interesting aspects of this year’s budget?
A.  We were able to lower the tax rate, and here in Pflugerville we have relatively high 
property taxes in proportion to the revenue that comes from our sales taxes. So for us to 
be able to lower that rate and still keep a quality level of funding in our overall budget, 
that is pretty exciting.

Q.  How do you balance the priorities of city departments and the City Council?
A.  As for the different priorities, our job as a staff is to follow the council’s direction. They 
are the elected officials who represent the voters. If we learn the council has a priority, 
that becomes a staff priority. That is what I consider my job. The finance director is there to 
gather information so council can make an informed decision. We take all the information 
we can find, organize it and present it to the council.

Q.  What would you describe as your most important duty?
A.  My most important duty as a finance director is managing this department, its 
resources and personnel—mostly the personnel. I want to make it a great department to 
work in. We have 10 other staff and they do the bulk of the work. We just have a wonderful 
staff in Pflugerville and I am thrilled to manage them.

Q.  What is your favorite stress-reliever or pastime?
A. Laughing. We have 11 people on top of each other in this office, and we work very 
closely. There are advantages to that. We have 11 minds together and we have fun with 
that. Finance can be funny, believe it or not. I also like to watch baseball or play in the 
symphony. I play the violin. Both baseball and music; that is what I am probably doing if I 
am not in here.  

Q.   What are your duties as Finance Director?
A.   I work a lot with financial planning, looking at the annual budget and the utility fund. 
At this department we look at the 5 to 10 year strategic plan and apply it to the budget. We 
do all the accounting, purchasing, payroll and utility, the financing of projects and handle 
the budget office. That is really our main function. What I think is good about Round Rock is 
we get involved at the outset of a project. 

Q.   What are some interesting aspects of this year’s budget?
A.  I think the continuing of our Financial Management Policy is important. It is so key for 
us when we are considering our revenue and expenditures. (Because of it) we’re going to 
pay off some of our debt early and save around $1 million. In our economy, we are really 
diversifying our revenue base with the new IKEA and the Premium Outlets and we are start-
ing to see the fruit of the council’s work with it. I also think the Ten-Year Plan is a highlight 
of our budget. We took the Ten-Year Plan process and were able to translate it into our 
budget. 

Q.  How do you balance the priorities of city departments and the City Council?
A.  We, as a staff, can understand the council priorities because we meet with them ev-
ery other year to talk about it. The last time we met was in 2005 at the council retreat. That 
gives a sense of what our priorities are. It also gives departments the opportunity to hear 
the council’s direction. We have good communication. The departments can then bounce 
their needs off what the council’s priorities are.

Q.  What would you describe as your most important duty?
A.  The most important part of my job is fiscal responsibility to the taxpayers and making 
sure their money gets spent well. That can incorporate different things at different times, 
including working with the Ten-Year Plan. 

Q.  What is your favorite stress-reliever or pastime?
A.  Outside of my time here, I am probably exercising. I was working a lot on the Danskin 
Triathlon this summer. That is key to keeping everything manageable. When I start on a 
three-mile run, I am thinking about work, but by the time I am finished, it is fine. 


