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by Kathy LesKo

There is a fine art to sustaining a city’s financial viability.  
The perfect balance of commercial and residential prop-
erties provides the much-needed diversified tax base and 
economic stability that allows a city to grow and thrive.

Pflugerville’s Planning & Zoning Commission is ad-
dressing the need for a broad tax base by overhauling its 
zoning codes in an effort to bring together residential and 
commercial property owners. 
Katymead Meeting 

At a meeting, May 30, between Pflugerville city manag-
ers and concerned Katymead residents living along FM 
685, City Manager David Buesing explained the impor-
tance of proactive zoning – identifying future uses for land 
before it is actually developed.  

“Currently in Pflugerville, every house would have to be 
valued at $187,000 in order for the city to ‘break even,’” he 
said.  “Obviously, that’s not the case, so the city makes up 
the tax difference.”

Buesing pointed to commercial residents like the future 
Super Wal-Mart and existing HEB as the city’s major sales 
tax providers.

“As important a part of the community as HEB is, it 
doesn’t speak well for our tax base since a majority of the 
items sold in the store are not taxable,” he says.  “Bottom 
line, we need more commercial in Pflugerville.”

Striking a balance
City officials stabilize economy with right 
amount of commercial and residential
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Dining out:  Restaurant success a hard sell in Pflugerville
by Mandy hobby

With as many businesses closing in 
Pflugerville this past year as opening, 
Dot Hewitt, owner of Dot’s Place, is 
not afraid of the challenge of reopen-
ing her restaurant this month in Win-
demere Center on FM 1825.

“I will make it because I know the 
product is good and I know people 
will come and get it,” Hewitt said con-
fidently. “I have been in business 25 
years and I will be in business another 
25 years.”

Dot’s Place, known for its signature 
down-home cooking, first opened 
in an obscure location in 1980 off 
Howard Ln. in Austin. The restaurant 
burned down due to an  electrical fire 
two years ago and left Hewitt without a 
business or her original recipes. Since 
then, Hewitt has been operating out 
of a trailer at the old restaurant site to 
raise money for the new location.

She is currently renovating the old 
Mr. Gatti’s next to Pflugerville Clean-
ers with financial help from the land-

lord to make changes. She will open 
with 6-8 employees, mostly family, 
and will serve lunch every day from 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and dinner 
Thursdays and Fridays from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. 

Hewitt attributes her success to her 
ability to offer a product people want 
and will continue to travel to get, no 
matter where the restaurant locates.

“I don’t worry about making it be-
cause I have been through thick and 

Dot’s Place

“I will make it 
because I know the product 
is good and I know people 
will come and get it.”

Dot Hewitt, owner

Granny’s Kitchen

“I didn’t invest 
my life savings just to 
fold. We just want to be a 
good, down-home family 
restaurant..”

James Harvey, owner

The meeting was organized by the city to try and ease 
residents’ fears that the increase in commercial zoned prop-
erty will result in a lack of buffers between their homes and 
the businesses, aesthetic challenges in what is ultimately 
built and concerns about their rights as land owners.
Zoning Codes

Clyde vonRosenberg, AICP, senior planner in Pfluger-
ville, explains that the most important aspect of zoning is 
that a city has the authority to control its own destiny as far 
as land use is concerned.  

“The city can restrict land use to what they feel is best 

Round Rock & 
Pflugerville Zoning 
Maps & Districts Page 9

Katymead residents (light blue on map) are 
concerned about the lack of buffer between 
their neighborhood and the businesses that 
could build if area (yellow on map) is rezoned 
to general business or light industrial.

INSIDE:

Restaurant Owners Speak Out

Restaurant Review
Baris Pizza & Pasta
Page 18

Proposed area for rezoning

Katymead Neighborhood

Zoning Districts
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standing how zoning works will help us 
appreciate our home investment, plan for 
future real estate purchases and help local 
business owners investigate expansion. 

We have had several business own-
ers tell us they have used information 
obtained from Community Impact to plan 
their future locations.  Our zoning story  
explains the balance cities create with 
business and residents. You simply will 
not find a more comprehensive feature on 
zoning than the one our staff put together 
this month. 

As usual, comments or suggestions are 
always welcome. Please email me at 
jgarrett@impactnewspaper.com or call our 
office at 989-6808.

Few will argue that 
our schools are the 
foundation of a strong 
community. Just as 
our leaders focus on 
job creation, sales tax 
revenue and infra-
structure, they must 
also concentrate on a 

strong educational system.
I have heard more than once that our 

area’s forefathers dreamed that their chil-
dren would have a job to come home to af-
ter higher education. That is a reality now. 
Our children can go to school here, go to 
college, and come back home to a good 
job and raise their families. The question 
is, will our children’s local schools con-
tinue to be as strong as they are now?

My wife and I welcomed our second 
daughter into the world this past month. 
I remember my father telling me that the 
desire of a parent is that their children will 

Success of communities includes strong schools
have it better than the parent had it. 

Having children of my own, that truth 
means more now than it did then. I had a 
great public school education in Pfluger-
ville ISD. Most of my friends were either in 
PISD with me or in a Round Rock school. 
The schools have always been the pride of 
our community, and it is more important 
than ever to keep them that way. 

Our first education focus is on the 
Round Rock schools in our distribution 
area. The school bond issue is one that 
every voter should examine. Look at the 
bond proposals closely and determine 
for yourself if the investment will have a 
payoff for the community. 

In August, we will focus on Pflugerville 
ISD and in September on higher education 
in the area.

This issue continues our mission of pro-
viding useful information. Zoning codes 
and districts in both Round Rock and 
Pflugerville are rapidly changing. Under-

John Garrett
Publisher

The SUV you never saw coming!

4506 IH-35
SOUTH

(ON THE MOTOR MILE SOUTH)

800-660-9206
MazdaSouth.com
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South

 SERVICE: 
M-F 7AM-6PM

Sat 8AM-3PM
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M-SAT
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TAKE A TEST DRIVE TODAY

You owe it to yourself and your wallet to visit Mazda South before you buy.
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 PRICES!
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 PRICES!

THIS IS JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF THE 
GREAT DEALS YOU’LL FIND
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$12,769 +TT&L.
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St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s South Austin Hospital

St. David’s Medical Center 
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

www.stdavids.com

at

Know the warning signs of a heart attack:
• Uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain in the center
 of the chest that lasts more than a few minutes, or that goes away 
 and comes back.

• Discomfort in one or both arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach.

• Shortness of breath with or without chest discomfort.

• Breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness.

Fir and only accredited
Chest Pain Emergency 
Centers in Central Texas.
In Central Texas, only St. David’s hospitals have 
met the rigorous standards required to become 
accredited Chest Pain Emergency Centers. That 
means faster diagnosis and treatment, specially 
trained cardiac personnel, and the latest technology 
to save precious minutes and save your heart. 
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A growing business is tucked away in a ’50s style house 
off Harris St. in downtown Round Rock befitting its prod-
uct - aprons. Clover Specialties moved into the house near 
the new Baca Center in May. 

Owner Ann Jones grew up with a mother and grand-
mother who wore aprons to cook and entertain. A photo 
of her mother hangs in the store reminding her of the one 
who inspired her passion.

“My grandmother is originally from England and grow-
ing up she always had an apron on,” Ann said. “She passed 
this practice on to my mom, who passed it on to me and I 
to my daughter. It isn’t just something that is used to cover 
yourself with, but it is also pretty.”

Ann began sewing aprons for friends and family in 
1963, but by 1986, she was selling them at church bazaars 
and craft shows. 

Ann’s daughter Wendy began working for her three 
years ago and is now responsible for sales, design, graph-
ics and embroidery.

“Growing up, my mom was known as the apron lady, 
and when I went to college, even I couldn’t do anything 

without wearing an apron,” Wendy said. “It just got in my 
blood.”

Each of the aprons at Clover Specialties are unique. Some 
are plain; others have printed fabric, are embroidered or 
screen-printed with big floppy pockets, small pockets or no 
pockets. They can customize any apron and that is part of 
the reason so many businesses have requested them.

“A man in California traveled for a year searching for 
someone to create vintage style aprons, and when he found 
us, he knew he didn’t have to look any further,” Ann said. 
“I love the ideas that people come up with. It’s an amazing 
and fun challenge to create what they are looking for.”

The business has grown to incorporate handbags, 
embroidery, custom logos, and mini aprons used for pen 
and paper. There is even talk of creating stylish scrubs for 
young people in the medical field. 

Their new location is being remodeled. With more space, 
Ann and Wendy would like to create a healthy fast food 
café and a patio furnished with tables and chairs. 

“The whole idea goes with the concept of hospitality with 
a specialization in culinary,” Wendy said. “Like aprons!”

A P R o n S  w o R n  b y:

Apron making a successful business
by Michelle Davis

C L O S E R
L   O K

round rock Business - clover specialties

   Louisiana Longhorn Cafe

   Organics

 Fancy Cats

   Cost Cutters

   Great Clips

   Zilker Botanical Gardens

   Bell Mountain Vineyards, Fredericksburg

Wendy  (left) and her mother, Ann, prepare an apron shipment. 

106 S. Harris St. •  246-1282
www.cloverspecialties.net

Your Business is our Priority
  at Time Warner Cable Commercial Services

Grow your Business • Create Efficiency
Discover the Speed and Reliability of Fiber

www.TWCCS.com or call 531.7815

“Highest Customer Satisfaction With Business Broadband Data Service Providers”

Disclaimer: Broadband Data segment includes services such as DSL, cable modem, ISDN, T-1, ethernet and videoconferencing services.
Study conducted among 5.178 businesses with 2-500 + employees that subscribe to major providers in the broadband business telecommunications market.
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   Simply Suzi
   Buttercup Baby, Austin
   Bell Mountain Vineyards, Fredericksburg
   www.allheartchef.com

A P R o n S  S o l D  At:

Home & Garden Network “Taste of Home”

A P R o n S  f e At u R e D :



   Office and Warehouse Space
Bryant Business Center is pre-leasing 22,500 sq. ft. 

of office and warehouse space between Gattis School 
Rd. and SH 45 by Dell. Units will be available to tenants 
finished out, business ready in 1,290 and 1,740 sq. ft. sizes 
in mid-July. Office portions will have a commercial, high-
grade, retail-style entry door, voice, data and cable outlets, 
central air conditioning, break room with a sink and 
cabinets, on-demand water heater and handicap access 
restrooms. For more information, call Karl Koebel at 565-
3438.

   Fitness Camp
TRI TX 2 STEP will host a “Series of Fortunate Events” 

benefiting the City of Round Rock’s Youth Stepping Into 
Fitness scholarships. The events take place in Old Settlers 
Park at the New Rock’n River Aquatics Center. The kick-
off event begins with the Tri TX 2 Step Youth Camp July 
10, followed by a Youth Duathlon July 23, and Youth 
Triathlon on Aug. 20.  For more information on how to 
participate or volunteer opportunities, please contact 
milissa@tritx2step.com  and/or michael@tritx2step.com, 
call 296-9299 or  visit at www.tritx2stepyouth.com. 

   Ahead of Schedule
IKEA, the Swedish home furnishings 

store, will open this fall months ahead of 
schedule. It will bring a total of 800 jobs to 
the area. The 252,000 sq. ft. facility will be 
located at IH 35 and University Blvd.

   Free Summer Adult         
Programs

The Round Rock Public Library will 
host free summer evening programs for 
adults. July 11, Podcasting 101; July 17, 
Documentary Film: Letters from the Other 
Side, July 27, Writing your memoir with 
writer Spike Gillespie. No registration is 
required to attend. Call 218-7006 or visit 
www.roundrock.gov/library for more 
information.

   County Files Law Suit
The Williamson County attorney’s office filed suit, May 

30, against Western Rim, manager of the Mansions on 
the Green Apartments. The suit forces them to remove 
the 100 ft. sign which stands about 57 ft. higher than state 
law allows in the middle of Cat Hollow subdivision. Steve 
Ackley, the civil chief for the county attorney’s office, 
believes the sign is an eyesore and wants to ensure that 
Williamson County remains a beautiful place to live. 
Maximum civil penalties allowed by law, almost half a 
million dollars, are being requested by the county and 
will increase at a rate of $2,000 per day as long as the sign 
remains at its current height.

   Road & Park Projects Public Forums
Williamson County has scheduled public forums to 

obtain input from citizens on a proposed bond election in 
November for funding additional road and park projects. 
Meetings will consist of an open house to view projects, a 
short welcome and comments by county commissioners, 
as well as time for citizens to offer feedback and input. 
Meetings will be held throughout the county. The Round 
Rock meeting will be Thursday, July 20, at the Round 
Rock Public Library, 216 E. Main St. from 6-7:30 p.m.  
Visit www.williamson-county.org.

 
Games of Texas
The Texas Amateur Athletic Federation’s Games 

of Texas will be July 21-23 and July 27-30 at various 
locations in Round Rock, Cedar Park and Leander. The 
opening ceremony will be July 28 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Round Rock ISD Athletic Complex, 10211 West Parmer 
Ln. Weekend passes are $12 for adults and $8 for youths; 
day passes are $5 for adults and $3 for youths. For sports 
listings and locations, visit www.taaf.com/gamesoftexas. 

Impact Round Rock
1

News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.

 

   Pizza Take and Bake 
Buddy & Al’s will open its second location 

at RM 620 and Great Oaks Dr. this month. 
The take and bake pizza place originally 
opened in Hutto last year and offers fresh 
pizza made to order, as well as gourmet 
pastas, frozen custard and Round Rock 
donuts and coffee. For more information, call 
759-1800.

  
 El Matador Reopening
After a five year absence El Matador Mexican 

restaurant will reopen this month at 114 E. Main St. The 
restaurant was owned from 1980-2001 by local realtor 
Jimmy Joseph who died this year. Now his grandson 
Morris Joseph Jr. will run the restaurant.

 Crossing Growing
New discount retail will be opening next year in 

Round Rock Crossing by Target and Best Buy. Stein 
Mart, discount upscale clothing and accessories, and 
Anna’s Linens, discount bed and bath, are scheduled to 
be built at the end of this year. The stores are being built 
by Primus Real Estate. Salsarita’s Fresh Cantina will 
also open in Round Rock Crossing. The fresh Mexican 
food cantina will offer burritos, tacos, quesadillas, tacos 
and salads. For more information, visit www.salsaritas.
com.

 Christmas in July
Brown Santa will be at the Williamson County 

Southwest Regional Park, 3005 CR 175, July 15, to 
celebrate Christmas in July. Events begin at 5 p.m. and 
include law enforcement displays, a Kids 1 Mile Run, a 
Family Fun 5K Run/Walk and a movie in the park. To 
volunteer or be a sponsor, contact Peggy Braun at 943-
1313 or email pbraun@wilco.org. 
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Sam  Bass    

SAFE BEACON 
I N S U R A N C E  

Personal Insurance
• Automobile
• Homeowners
• Personal Umbrella
• Boat
• Recreational Vehicle
• Mobile Home
• Scheduled Jewelry

BusIness Insurance
• Property
• General Liability
• Business Auto
• Workers’ Compensation
• Equipment
• Builders Risk
• Commercial Umbrella

AUTO    HOME   BUSINESS

Helen Bartholomew, C.I.C., C.I.S.R.
1901 E. Palm Valley Blvd. • Round Rock, TX 

Phone: (512) 535-1918
www.safebeaconinsurance.com

We can help guide you through 
complicated insurance decisions
We can help guide you through 
complicated insurance decisions
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pflugerville Business - peoples emBroidery
by Michelle Davis

Embroidery business dedicated to personal service

Tracey Peoples, owner of Peoples Embroidery, has always 
been a seamstress. When her husband Larry helped form 
the Sam Bass Baseball League of Round Rock in 1981 and 
wanted to create new and different uniforms, her skills were 
put to the test. 

“I sewed every letter together on my Singer before put-
ting them on uniforms and hats,” Peoples said. “I sat there 
at my dining room table and sewed hundreds of hats and 
uniforms for baseball leagues. After a few years, we added a 
lady to help who had an industrial machine. Then, we real-
ized that we could do a more consistent job with our own 
commercial machine.”   

The Peoples bought an embroidery machine in 1997. The 
investment made sense not only to Tracey, but also to Larry, 
owner of Precision Screen Graphics in Austin since 1986. 
Precision customers requested embroidery, and it served as 
an offshoot to the screen-printing business. 

She opened her own store in Round Rock in 1999, but 
moved to Pflugerville Plaza three years ago. She attributes 
experience as a seamstress to the quality of her work.

 “Even though it’s all computerized, I still deal with differ-
ent fabrics, threads, and backings,” Peoples said. “You have 
all these different variables that you have to watch every 

time you sew because you’re going to make small adjust-
ments.”

She has created logos for business shirts, made gym uni-
forms, PTA shirts and booster club fundraising blankets for 
schools.  She embroiders altar cloths for churches, works 
with interior designers on draperies and upholstery as well 
as collaborates with individuals for personalized gifts. 

Peoples enjoys a challenge tackling even the most deli-
cate wedding veil.

“I do like a challenge and as a small embroiderer I am 
able to do those custom items,” Peoples said. “Sometimes 
the most exquisite and expensive material is just nerve 
racking to work with, but it’s fascinating, and conquering 
the challenge is what makes it so fun.”

A small area of her store is dedicated to retail items such 
as initialed towels, personalized blankets, baby gifts and 
bags. She would like to stay in Pflugerville, but she wants 
more space for that section to grow. 

“There isn’t a local embroiderer in the area so I would 
like to stay here,” Peoples said. “I want to expand the retail 
division and my production area so I can do more custom 
jobs while still servicing individuals and small businesses.”

Tracey helped Julie Evans design this 
drapery for the 2002 Parade of Homes. 

Tracey Peoples works on a jacket  with her embroidery machine.

15606 Spring Hill ln., Ste. 113 • 260-7854
www.peoplesembroidery.com
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“She’s great, she works with you.  They really aim to please.  

She has the capability of doing things large or small- its 

perfect and we’ll be back again.” 
Julie Evans, 

Interior Designer

Covert FordCovert Ford

Covert Ford is now open on Sundays from 11-5. Now in two great locations, Austin and Hutto.  

covertauto.com
Serving Central Texas since 1909
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Shop on Saturdays and save on Sundays at Covert Ford.

Covert Ford of Austin, 
the Volume Ford Dealer in Central Texas 

for 11 straight years.
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Impact Pflugerville

News or questions about Pflugerville? E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.

  National Night Out
Turn your porch lights on for the 23rd 

Annual National Night Out, Tuesday, 
Aug. 1, 6 p.m.-10 p.m., to spread the 
message that crime will not be tolerated. 
Neighbors and communities nationwide 
will be participating to improve the 
safety on their blocks by gathering 
together. Pflugerville was named the 
2005 National Award Winner for 
outstanding participation. Call 670-
5512 for more information or visit www.
cityofpflugerville.com

   RollerBats Youth Clinics
The Ice Bats are planning a series of 

RollerBats in-line hockey clinics for 
youth ages 6-13 as they begin renovation 
on Chaparral Ice arena. They will install up to 2,000 seats 
for the upcoming Central Hockey League season which 
starts in October. The two-hour clinics include Coach 
Bill McDonald and players, along with in-line hockey 
training, scrimmages, and autograph sessions. Visit http://
www.icebats.com/kids.htm for more information. The 
RollerBats Asphalt Assault Tour will visit Round Rock 
Saturday, July 15, 10 a.m. - noon at Academy, 1351 IH-35.

   New Ministry Building
Point of Grace Church celebrated the groundbreaking 

of its first ministry building, June 4, to be completed 
spring of 2007. The $2.2 million facility, located at 19507 
FM 685 between Kelly Ln. and Rowe Ln., will include a 
worship center, youth center, and a commons area with a 
bookstore, coffee bar and meeting area open to the public. 
Visit www.pointofgracechurch.org or call 251-9095 for 
more information.

 
   
    

   Games and More
Players Billiards, 113 E. Pecan St., will open by the 

middle of this month. Pool tables, shuffleboard, domino 
and card tables will be available. A full kitchen and bar 
and live music add to the ambience.

   Food Pantry Appreciation Week
Mayor Cat Callen proclaimed July 16-22,  Food Pantry 

Appreciation Week. The Storehouse Mission, 1202 FM 
685, Ste. C5, at the POP Plaza, is now accepting food or 
cash donations to help local families in need. It is open 
Monday -Saturday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Contact Ivy Carroll 
at 989-9989 for more information.

   Pflugerville West Shopping Center, 
home of Cinemark’s Tinseltown and Ashley Furniture, 
has built new office and retail space. The center includes 

new tenants Junior’s Grill 
and Ice House and Cover 
Nails. There are eight other 
tenants not announced yet. 
For more information, call 
828-6042.

   Upscale 
Boutique 
Replacing 
Periwinkles

La De Da, a new upscale 
boutique, will replace 
Periwinkles which is 
closing at 403 W. Pecan St. 
It will offer a wide array of 
vendors, including Hippie 

Cowgirl, high end clothing and shoes, antiques, 
baby gifts, candles, toiletries, home décor, imports 
from Peru, and power point piercing. Some vendor 
space is still available. Lisa Jackens, the new owner, 
plans to open this week. 

   New Coffee Shop
Dazzle Coffee, a drive-through coffee shop, 

opened for business June 12. The shop offers 
gourmet coffees, pastries, teas, and all-fruit 
smoothies. It is located at the corner of Pecan 
St. and Second St. Call 670-1100 for more 
information. 

   Space for Lease
Pecan Plaza Retail Center, 1912 W. Pecan Street, will 

be completed by Sept. 1. Two buildings, one 9,900 sq. ft. 
and the other 12,700 sq. ft., make up the center, which 
has space available for lease. Call CHASCO Construction, 
244-0600, for more information.

   Citizens Bank Groundbreaking
The groundbreaking for the fifth branch of Citizens 

Bank, 601 FM 685, will be Aug. 24 at 11 a.m. Family-
owned since 1906, it is expected to be completed by 
February and will provide Pflugerville residents with an 
independent bank that can make decisions on a local level. 
Contact Lloyd Hebbe at 352-7641 for more information.

New Schools
Pflugerville ISD will be opening a new middle school 

and a new elementary school this fall and will celebrate 
with ribbon cuttings this month. Kelly Lane Middle 
School will be dedicated, Saturday, July 29, at 11 a.m. at 
18900 Falcon Pointe Blvd.  Highland Park Elementary will 
celebrate Sunday, July 30, at 2 p.m. at 428 Kingston Lacy. 
For more information, visit www.pflugervilleisd.net.

1

2

4

3

5  

www.grandeavenueofficeparke.com

GRANDE AVENUE
OFFICE PARKE

GRANDE AVENUE
OFFICE PARKE

Now Leasing
Now Leasing

1433 Grand Avenue Parkway
512-989-6002
contact Douglas McKinnon

       rande Avenue Office Parke is located   
      1 mile east of Interstate 35 from Exit 

#248 (Grand Avenue Parkway) and is 
Pflugerville/Round Rock/Austin area’s 

newest “professional or business” office 
park complex.

he Office Parke offers a campus setting 
next to Gilleland Creek with lighted 

towering trees, a gazebo and picnic areas 
to enjoy the unique setting outside of the 

office confines. Grande Avenue Office 
Parke offers excellent accessibility to 

Interstate 35 as well as the neighborhoods 
of Pflugerville, Round Rock and Austin.

Kelly Ln.

Rowe Ln.
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Hoster
CHIROPRACTIC & MASSAGE

Three Points Plaza
2700 Pecan St. West, St 780  •  Pflugerville, Texas 78660

Excellent Massage 
Therapy

Gift Certificates 
Available

Safe and Effective 
Chiropractic Care

Physical Therapy and 
Rehabilitation

$10 OFF
60-minute massage (Normally $60)

Can be used towards gift certificate
Expires 8/4/06

NowoffERiNGACuPuNCTuRE

FREE
Initial Chiropractic

Evaluation.
Expires 8/4/06
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17 Galloping Rd
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• Experienced Professional Staff
• Color • Cuts • Pedicures • Manicures 

Acrylics • Perms • Highlights
• Appointment ONLY Tues-Sat

6  
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Nelson Nagle, bought a house for his 
family counseling practice at 400 W. Main in 
1996 because he liked the unique quaintness of 
downtown Round Rock. The property now not only 
includes the renovated house, but a one-story office 
complex that houses tenants like Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Lisa Birkman. 

“I worked with the city to create my own office 
opportunity and thought others might want to do 
that, too,” Nagle said of his development. “It is quiet, 
but central; there is a neighborhood feel, but a com-
mercial buzz.”

After renovating the house on Main St., 
Nagle moved on to buying other houses 
in the downtown area and is now pursu-
ing a dream to restore all of the homes 
on Harris St. as a prototype for the other 
downtown streets. 

“I never had the idea to come build the 
cheapest buildings,” Nagle said. “I do not 
want to sacrifice the character or environ-
ment, but rather implement the historical 
aspects with the design.”

The one-man show partnered with Jim 
and Patty Smith and John Momen, local 
business owners, in 2002 to form the 
Round Rock Development Group. Accord-
ing to Nagle, they all had a shared vision 

and similar attitudes of what dowtown 
could look like with residential, business 
and commercial all coming together by 
restoring homes and improving streets.

“It’s what I call a win-win-win situation,” 
Nagle said. “It’s good for me, its good for 
those who come to the downtown area 
and good for the community’s growth.”

One example of Nagle’s vision is the 
once fallen down old funeral home at 309 
W. Main. It is now an office complex on 
the first floor and residential housing on 
the top floor. The home was once the resi-
dence of Round Rock former auto dealer 
Louis Henna as a child when he began his 
entrepreneurial career selling milk from 
the cows that lived in his backyard. 

“I’d like to think that just as Louis 
Henna worked in his backyard by his large 
oak tree, I can continue to work in the 
same way to better my community,” Nagle 
said as he pointed to the historic oak tree.

This historical character is also a driving 
force behind Nagle’s passion of developing 
and restoring downtown.

“I saw something in this area that I 
wanted to increase and improve,” the 
former college history major said. “I was 
drawn by the historical nature and I get a 
personal satisfaction out of working on a 
hands-on investment.”
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Zoning balance

Agriculture/Conservation: land not subdivided and relatively 
underdeveloped

Residential, Single-family: land used for single-family residen-
tial purposes, provide sufficient suitable residential neighborhoods 
protected from incompatible uses and with necessary facilities and 
services.

Residential, Two-family: land used or as large parcels of 
property which lend themselves to duplex dwellings. This district is 
at low to moderate densities and should be utilized as a transitional 
zone between low density residential and commercial uses.

Residential, Multi-family-Low Density: land used for duplex 
dwellings, townhouses or apartment houses. Allows low density 
housing and should be used in areas adjacent to existing single-fam-
ily residential development or in older areas of city where density 
permitted by residential multi-family-moderate density district is not 
consistent with area.

Residential, Multi-family- Moderate Density: land used for du-
plex dwellings, townhouses or apartment houses. Allows moderate 
density housing and should only be used in areas separated from 
existing single-family residential areas. District should be located 
adjacent to arterial streets and used as buffer between existing or 
proposed commercial uses and proposed single-family residential 
uses. District can also be among commercial districts.

Neighborhood Transition: land used for uses compatible with 
residential neighborhoods, uses allowed are generally operated dur-
ing daytime business hours, draws patrons from several adjoining 
neighborhoods. Uses with very high traffic generation are not per-
mitted in this district. District can be located as buffer zone between 
residential areas and arterial streets or other uses not compatible 
with residential use.

Current Zoning Districts

Legend

A  Agriculture/Conservation

NT Neighborhood Transition
GB General Business

LI Light Industrial
TB Transitional Business

GI General Industry

MH Manufactured Housing
RM1  Multi-family Residential - Low Density

RM2  Multi-family Residential- Moderate Density
RS  Single-family Residential

RT1  Two-family Residential

Special Zoning Districts

Discontinued Zoning Districts
Alternate Land Use Regulation (ALUR)

NU Neighborhood Use
PN  Professional Neighborhood

wells branch Pkwy
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for the city,” he explains, “but at the same 
time land owners are given assurance that 
they can do whatever they would like with 
their property, as long as it falls within zon-
ing codes.” 

 This way, zoning codes give the city the 
all-important option to say “no” to some-
thing, but at the same time land owners 
maintain the right to use their property as 
they wish, as long as it’s within the rules of 
the district in which it’s zoned.  Any prop-
erty that is annexed into the city is auto-
matically zoned as agriculture. 

 If the owner decides he wants to rezone, 
he begins the process with notifications to 
neighboring property owners, signs and 
newspaper announcements.  There are 

then two hearings, one before the Planning 
& Zoning Commission and another before 
the City Council.

“The Council can pretty much choose 
to approve or disapprove, as long as it’s not 
discriminatory to the land owner,” von-
Rosenberg says.  The zoning code assigned 
dictates the specific land use for the prop-
erty.

“When zoning is assigned, there is a level 
of trust between the landowner and the 
Council,” explains vonRosenberg.  “There 
really is no guarantee of what is going to be 
built, and the landowner is not obligated to 
make something look a particular way.”  

Closely related to zoning codes are site 
development codes, which allow for differ-
ences in adjacent zoning areas and make al-
lowances based on land use.  Since Pfluger-
ville’s site development codes are very new, 
vonRosenberg says it’s difficult to illustrate 

the city’s standards within any projects in 
town.
Round Rock Zoning

In Round Rock, property owners are en-
couraged to present their site development 
plans together with their zoning requests 
whenever possible.  

“This gives the Planning & Zoning 
Commission and the City Council a bet-
ter understanding of what is intended for 
the land,” explains Jim Stendebach, AICP, 
Round Rock’s director of planning and 
community development.

Anyone can apply for rezoning within 
Round Rock’s 21 zoning districts, but 
Stendebach reiterates that protecting prop-
erty from conflicting use is the objective 
of the City Council when making its final 
decision.  

“Likewise, property that has been his-

torically zoned for a particular use cannot 
be changed by the Council as long as the 
land owner abides by the rules within that 
code,” he said.

Both cities also have negotiated zon-
ing districts–a planned unit development 
(PUD) in Round Rock and an alternate 
land use regulation (ALUR) in Pflugerville 
– that allow them the opportunity to “cre-
ate” a zoning district the city may not al-
ready have.   

Because zoning codes apply only within 
city limits, Round Rock is in the process of 
annexing land parcels.  

The most recent acquisition was a 500-
acre tract of land across from Dell Dia-
mond.  Almost 5,000 acres are targeted in 
this move that officials hope will benefit 
land owners and the city alike.

 

Transitional Business: land within corporate limits of the city 
which are used as buffer zone between residential areas and major 
arterial streets or other uses incompatible with residential use. 
District permits uses that draw patrons from relatively large area and 
uses generate low to medium traffic volumes. This district should 
be located between neighborhood transition districts and major 
arterial streets or higher.

General Business: land used for sale of retail goods and con-
sumer services to residents of the area and visitors. District provides 
space for financial, administrative, and business services compatible 
with the area’s function as focal point of community activity. District 
should be separate from single-family residential areas and buffered 
by residential districts or transitional business. District should be 
located near intersection of and along major arterial streets.

Light Industrial: land used for light industrial and quasi-indus-
trial purposes including research facilities, specialized processing 
and assembling plants; located along major arterial streets or 
separated from arterial streets by transitional business or general 
business districts. 

General Industrial: land used for development and protection 
of manufacturing which generate large volume of traffic, can involve 
multi-shift employment, heavy equipment and generate noise, dust 
or light which is not compatible with the other uses in this chapter 
and might require larger parcels of land. District should be located 
away from areas suitable for retail commercial use and should be 
relatively large to encourage clustering of similar uses and avoid 
proliferation of general industrial districts. Districts should have 
adequate access to arterial streets.

Alternative Land Use Regulations: district intended to permit 
creative development of land, provide locations for well planned 
comprehensive developments incorporating one or more types of 
dwellings or buildings and one or more categories of land use and 
provide for variety in the development patterns which conform to 
the purposes of the comprehensive master plan.

Pflugerville Zoning Districts

Single Family-Rural: land use devoted to large lot rural residen-
tial development. Permitted uses are single family detached home, 
industrialized housing, neighborhood park and place of worship.

Single Family-Large Lot: land use devoted to large lot, low 
density residential development. Permitted uses are single family 
detached home, industrialized housing, neighborhood park and 
place of worship.

Single Family Standard Lot: land use devoted to low-density 
residential development. District provides for traditional residential 
development and allows for variety of housing with specific stan-
dards. Permitted uses are single family detached home, single family 
zero lot line, single family village residential, industrialized housing, 
neighborhood park and place of worship.

Two Family: land use devoted to moderate density residential 
development. Permitted uses are single family attached house (two 
dwelling units), industrialized housing, neighborhood park and 
place of worship.

Townhouse: land use devoted to moderate density residential 
development. District provides transition between lower intensity 
residential uses and intensive uses. Townhouses may be either single 
unit or multi unit. Permitted uses are townhouse (maximum 12 units 
per acre), neighborhood park and place of worship.

Multifamily: land use primarily devoted to high-density resi-
dential development. Permitted uses are amenity center, apartment 
(maximum 20 units per acre), townhouse (maximum 20 units per 
acre), neighborhood park and place of worship.

General Commercial: land use devoted to general commercial 
activities. Permitted uses are community services, day care, eat-
ing establishments, funeral home, government facilities, indoor 
entertainment activities, office, medical office, overnight accom-
modations, linear park, community park, neighborhood park, place 
of worship, retail sales and services and business, trade and post-sec-
ondary educational schools.

General Commercial- Limited: land use devoted to limited gen-
eral commercial activities. Permitted uses are community services, 
day care, funeral home, indoor entertainment activities, office, over-
night accommodations, linear park, community park, neighborhood 
park, place of worship, retail sales and services and business, trade 
and post-secondary educational schools.

Local Commercial: land use devoted to local commercial and 
office uses on sites two acres or less. Development projects larger 
than two acres may be permitted if comprehensively  designed as 
a village center. Permitted uses are linear park, community park, 
neighborhood park, and place of worship.

Office: land use primarily devoted to offices and related uses. 
District often serves as transition between intense commercial uses 
and residential areas. Permitted uses are office, linear park, com-
munity park, and neighborhood park.

Business Park: land use devoted to office, research and light 
industrial uses with limited support services. Permitted uses are 
office, light industrial services (manufacturing and assembling), day 
care, government facilities, community park, linear park, neighbor-
hood park, trade and post-secondary educational schools and 
wholesale trade.

Light Industrial: land use devoted to light manufacturing, 
assembly and other non-polluting industries. Permitted uses are 
commercial parking, light industrial services (manufacturing and as-
sembling), office, community park, linear park, neighborhood park, 
retail sales and service consisting of predominantly outdoor storage 
or consumer loading areas, warehouse and freight movement and 
wholesale trade.

Industrial: land use devoted to traditional industrial uses and 
vehicle repair facilities and other non-polluting industries. Permitted 
uses are commercial parking, heavy equipment sales and leasing, 
light industrial services (manufacturing and assembling), office, 
community park, linear park, neighborhood park, retail sales and 
service consisting of predominantly outdoor storage or consumer 
loading areas, vehicle storage and towing, warehouse and freight 
movement and wholesale trade.

Round Rock Zoning Districts

For complete district listings, visit http://tx-pflugerville.civicplus.
com/index.asp?NID-316

For complete district listings, visit http://roundrocktexas.gov/hom/
index.asp?page=18

I-35

US 79

Louis      H
enna Blvd.

Sam Bass Rd.

FM 3406

Old Settlers Blvd.

FM 1431

Commercial Districts

Legend

Office - OF

Single Family Large Lot - SF - 1

General Commercial - C-1

Townhouse - TH

Single Family Standard Lot - SF - 2

Local Commercial - C-2

Single Family Rural - SF - R

Two Family - TF

Light industrial - LI

Industrial - I

Multi-Family - MF

Residential Districts

Employment Districts

ETJ

I-35

University Blvd.
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Monthly
Home Sales

Round Rock & Pflugerville MLS Area

Residential
R E A L  E S TAT E  R E P O R T

Price Range 

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

# of Homes for Sale

25

187

232

230

114

37

24

4

-

Month  

May 2006

May 2005

April 2006

March 2006 

February 2006

January 2005 
 

276

252

225

236

156

175

$179,775

$173,161

$194,444

$197,247

$207,644

$190,490 

 

Number of Sales Average Price 

Swenson Farms
Plugerville - 78660           
1210 Laurel Oak Trail                 
Agent: Wendy Beathard (512) 350-3244

              5 Br./3/1 Ba.         
$250,000

Data provided by Alamo Title Company (www.alamotitle-austin.com)

$ 6,614 
Round Rock
$ 5,496
Pflugerville

+58 
 

Increase 
in avg. 
selling
price 
over 
last 
year

Number
of homes 
sold over 
last year 

OnThe MarketOnThe Market

South Creek
Round Rock - 78664            
622 Sweetgum Lane                  
Agent: Winifred Harrison (512) 691-6915

              5 Br./2/1 Ba.         
$174,900

Sendero Springs
Round Rock - 78681          
4100 Lindo Loop                 
Agent: Jacquejoy Littlefield (512) 636-2373

              4 Br./2/1 Ba.         
$259,500

4

152

234

108

2

1

1

2

-

140

106

130

106

94

58

$155,549

$150,053

$154,224

$147,886

$145,025

$149,237 

R.R.          PFLUG. R.R.                      PFLUG. 

R.R.          PFLUG. 
Avg.Days on Market 

R.R.            PFLUG. 

78

75

85

95

114

126

128

-

-

62

78

92

118

-

-

-

-

-

Round Rock and Pflugerville Specialists
810 Hesters Crossing, Suite 100
Round Rock, TX 78681
512-255-1060
www.coldwellbankerunited.com
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Community ICON

At Wachovia, we are absolutely obsessed with satisfying our customers, 

and there is no greater reward than knowing we’ve met their needs and 

expectations. We’re delighted to have earned the highest rating in the retail 

banking industry, according to the American Customer Satisfaction Index.* 

Are you with Wachovia?

VISIT OUR NEW WACHOVIA FINANCIAL CENTER IN ROUND ROCK:

200 CR122, 512-341-3870 

MONDAY – THURSDAY, 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

FRIDAY, 9 A.M. TO 6 P.M.

SATURDAY, 9 A.M. TO NOON

RATED #1 
IN CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

FOR FIVE STRAIGHT YEARS.

* Rating based on 4th quarter 2005 ASCI customer satisfaction results of the largest U.S. retail banks. Wachovia Bank, N.A. and Wachovia Bank of Delaware, N.A. are Members 
FDIC. ©2006 Wachovia Corporation 063808

MADE POSSIBLE WITH WACHOVIA
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Brodie Oaks    •    Cedar Park    •    Hancock
North Hills    •    Round Rock    •    San Marcos

We install...
Build to match and 
aluminum patio covers
Lattice shade arbors
Wide view screen rooms
Sun rooms & Moving
window walls
Room additions

      Mosquito Proof Your Patio! 
         Install a Screen Room 

in July and get up to 
$200 in FREE upgrades

Serving Georgetown, Round Rock, Pflugerville for over 15 years!

(512) 930-4295
www.russellglass.com

YOU GOT BUGS?
We GOT ScreenS!

YOU GOT BUGS?
We GOT ScreenS!

Community ICON
Jim Boles          by Kathy Lesko

Editor’s note: My friend Judy McLeod suggested we honor Jim Boles as the first 
Round Rock Community Icon.  “Jim’s your man,”  Judy said as she listed many 
of the services that Jim was responsible for bringing to Round Rock.  “He’s made 
good things happen for the community.  He’s got a good  heart; a real community 
person.  He’s sacrificed his time to make sure Round Rock is a good place to live.”

friend Tom Nelson and for the next 12 years the duo 
shaped the real estate landscape in Round Rock and Wil-
liamson County.  In 1989, Boles launched Summit Com-
mercial Industrial Properties, Inc.

His business expertise allowed him to transcend his 
skills into projects that were essential and important to 
the city.  

“No matter what we did (he credits a core group of 
individuals with all of the successes he’s been a part of), 
we always did it so that everybody was in the boat, rising 
at the same time,” he says.

Boles lobbied residents for support to build Round 
Rock Hospital and also worked with the Robinson family 
to select the hospital site on their land on RM 620.

As Round Rock grew, Boles knew the city would be 
choking in traffic, so he rallied behind a ½-cent sales tax 
dedicated to transportation in 1997. This enabled Round 
Rock to leverage and build almost $500 million worth of 
roads, a total amount exceeding even what Boles thought 
was possible.  

He has advised Round Rock’s ISD in locating land for 
future expansion and enjoys the challenges of finding a 

He’s been called one of Round Rock’s founding 
fathers of economic development and the driv-
ing force behind the city’s successes. But Jim 
Boles says his involvement with the growth of 

Round Rock is an extreme privilege. 
“How many folks do you know have the opportunity to 

actually ‘grow’ a city?” asks this native East-Texan. 
Boles’ involvement in almost every major project the 

city undertook in the past two decades has earned him 
recognition as this month’s Community Icon.

Boles arrived in Round Rock in 1975.  As regional 
manager for Texas Power & Light, he was charged with 
updating an antiquated system in a town with a popula-
tion of only 2,500.  He was on the company’s management 
fast track, and when his work was completed three years 
later, Boles was offered a promotion, which would have 
meant his eighth transfer in 10 years.  

“I was married with two small children,” he recalls.  “In 
the time I lived in Round Rock, I saw a lot of opportunity 
and knew it would be a good place to work and raise my 
family.”

He stayed and partnered with real estate mentor and 

Professional Affiliations
During the past quarter century, Jim Boles has either served on or is currently serving

 as president, chair or in a board position in the following organizations:

Foreign Trade Zone of Central Texas 
Williamson County YMCA

Greater Round Rock Community Foundation
Opportunity Austin

Salvation Army
Round Rock Economic Oversite Committee

Round Rock Transportation Committee

Round Rock Chamber of Commerce
United Way
Round Rock High School Dragon Booster Club
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center
CAPCO Regional Economic Development Committee
Round Rock Little League and Pony League

good location to provide quality education for the city’s 
children.  Children have always been extremely impor-
tant to Boles. 

He says his greatest achievement is the creation of 
Round Rock’s YMCA. While serving as chair of United 
Way, Boles urged the organization to use its overage 
monies to create a program for latchkey kids.   Working 
with YMCA national, the $55,000 in seed money was 
raised, in part from United Way, and a portable building 
was erected as the city’s first facility.  Today, the Round 
Rock YMCA operates an annual budget of $8 million 
and serves an average of 3,000 children a day during the 
school year.

“Round Rock has been really 
good to me,” says Boles of the 
city he’s been 
credited 
in helping 
build.  “I 
love this 
town.  It has 
a lot of pride 
and a lot of 
good people.  
Its heart is 
in the right 
place.”
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Making a profit
Businesses look for 
community and city support

CONTINUED FROM | 1

AUSTIN
REGIONAL

CLINIC

SM

   For more information visit AustinRegionalClinic.com or call ARC-INFO (272-4636) 

Same-day appointments available in your neighborhood at ARC Round Rock (244-9024) and ARC Pflugerville (989-2680). 

The ARC Advantage

thin,” Hewitt said. “All of my recipes burned 
up and I have just had to remember them 
all gradually.”
Other Restaurants

Hewitt’s confidence and determination 
is something most independent restau-
rant owners have, but unfortunately, the 
Pflugerville market demands more. 

“Right now we are a commuter com-
munity,” Patricia Gervan-Brown, Greater 
Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent explains. “People usually consume 
where they work, not where they live. There 
is a lack of community support here.”

Peter Harvey with his wife, Jeanne, 
opened Granny’s Kitchen downtown next 
to Knebel’s Tavern last December. He says 
he has struggled to remain open because of 
the lack of community and city support, as 
well as Pflugerville’s unfavorable market.

“This restaurant has been a billion differ-
ent things over the years,” Harvey said. “We 
have no recognizable name or visibility. 
Most people are just trying to make it by 

here without getting killed at the light.”
Harvey also thinks the city could be more 

supportive of local businesses by providing 
incentives for local business owners. 

“We need better lighting and parking, 
and it could also be more attractive with 
signs,” Harvey said. “There are no incen-
tives for businesses like me trying to sur-
vive.”
City Support

Harvey recently worked with the city to 
get a lighted sign outside his restaurant in-
stead of a monument sign that the city re-
quests of all downtown businesses, but was 
discouraged because of the difficulty in get-
ting a variance.

Mayor Cat Callen would like to see local 
restaurants succeed. 

“One focus of the city council is to bring 
in large employers which would add to the 
lunch crowd,” Callen said. “I think a lot of 
the Pflugerville citizens don’t realize what 
great local restaurants we have.”

“Right now we are a commuter 
community.  People usually 

consume where they work, not 
where they live.  There is a lack 
of community support here. ”

Patricia Gervan-Brown,
Greater Pflugerville Chamber of 

Commerce president

According to Callen, a recent city study 
showed that Pflugerville’s process of get-
ting things through is actually faster than 
neighboring cities.

“Sometimes smaller, non-chain restau-
rants don’t understand the process that 
needs to be taken to get things approved,” 
Callen said.
Plans

Harvey remains optimistic. He added 
Saturday brunch to his menu and wants 
to encourage citizens to spread the word 
about his food and location.

“People are waiting for someone to tell 
them it’s good or until they get a coupon,” 
Harvey said. “I didn’t invest my life savings 
just to fold. We just want to be a good down 
home family restaurant.”

Gervan-Brown said that additions like 
Dot’s Place and Player’s Billiards coming 
this month will ultimately help restaurants 
like Granny’s by giving residents more 
choices. 

Restaurants that closed 
in the last year:

Rib BBQ

Café 101

Mom’s Café

Daddy-Os

El Michoacano

Round Rock Donuts

Restaurants that opened in 
the last year:

Greek Pita House
Burger Tex
Ruby’s Burgers & More
Granny’s Kitchen
Green Bamboo
Los Jalicienses
Amigo’s BBQ
El Hornito
Café Mangu

1

2
3

4
5
6

7
8
9

      Central Com
m

erce

         Grand Ave.

          1825

Pecan

   
 W

in
d

em
er

e

2n
d

 S
t.1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

11

10

Downtown Pflugerville

Opening Soon
Player’s Billiards

Opening Soon
Dot’s Place
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R o u n d  R o c kH I S To R I c A L  I M PA c TP f L u g e R v I L L e

Education has been a priority in the 
Pflugerville community since the early 
families settled the area in the 1840s.  A 
resident of Pflugerville for more than eight 
decades, Theodor Timmerman, Jr., had a 
significant impact on the state of educa-
tion in Pflugerville for more than twenty 
years. 

During World War I, Timmerman’s par-
ents moved to their Pflugerville farm from 
Hutto saying that Hutto was not a place 
for Germans during the war. Timmerman 
was born on the farm on the outskirts of 
Pflugerville and has farmed the area all his 
life, mostly growing cotton and corn. 

“At one time they said I grew 10% of the 
cotton that went through the gin,” Tim-
merman said, “and I grew 1% of the cotton 
in the county.”  

Timmerman attended school in Pfluger-
ville. He remembers that school began well 
into September so the kids could work in 
the fields to harvest the crops. 

“We didn’t have spring breaks and long 

Christmas holidays,” Timmerman said. 
In 1968, he began serving on the 

Pflugerville Independent School District 
Board of Trustees. At this time Pfluger-
ville had only one school located where 
Timmerman Elementary on Pecan St. is 
today. 

During his 21-year tenure, which 
included 10 years as board president, the 
district began to grow. Timmerman re-

calls that the focus of the board was over-
seeing the passage of bonds to build new 
schools.  He tells that he traveled to New 
York eight times to obtain bond money. 

Pflugerville High School opened in 1973 
followed by Pflugerville Elementary in 
1978. The first school west of IH 35 was 
Parmer Lane Elementary in 1982. When 
Timmerman left in 1986, Pflugerville 
Middle School and Northwest Elementary 
had been added.

Pflugerville ISD now boasts 25 schools 
and serves more than 18,000 students. 
PISD honored the man in 1987 for his 
dedication and commitment to education 
by naming an elementary school in his 
honor, Timmerman Elementary on Pecan 
St.  

More on education in Pflugerville will 
be included in the upcoming publication 
of oral histories, Pflugerville:  A Heritage 
to Remember, scheduled for release in Fall 
2006.

Soon after Williamson County was 
founded in 1848, pioneer settler Jacob M. 
Harrell, a blacksmith, built a log school-
house for use by his neighbors. Believed 
to be the first school in the county, it was 
located at Moss Spring on Lake Creek. 
Later, Samuel L. Makemson and Dr. D.F. 
Knight opened another log cabin school 
north of Brushy Creek. 

As the area developed, efforts were 
made to provide a complete commu-
nity educational program. Early college 
training was offered by the Greenwood 
Masonic Institute, which was established 
in 1867. The school was later operated by 
local Presbyterian churches and by the city 
of Round Rock as Round Rock Institute. 

In 1904, the Kansas Conference of the 
Augustana Lutheran Synod approved the 
establishment of an institution of higher 
learning in Texas.  The people of Round 

Board president initiates district growth
coMpiLed by JiM dawson Rock, headed by John Nelson, proposed to 

give the college nine acres of land, donate 
$7,000 in cash and drill a deep well if the 
school would locate in Round Rock.  In 
addition, the Great Northern Railway 
Company agreed to transport all building 
materials at one-half the normal freight 
cost.

The school opened in the fall 1906, with 
four faculty members and an initial enroll-
ment of 48 students in the academy and 11 
in the music department.  The enrollment 
totaled 96 the first year, 76 the second and 
84 the third. 

By 1929, mounting debts and low at-
tendance prompted the merging with the 
Evangelical Lutheran College in Brenham.  
These two colleges combined to form 
Texas Lutheran and moved to its present 
day location in Seguin.

The vacated school was sold to the Lu-
theran Aid and Orphan society, and they 
opened a home for the care of children 
and the aged.

The first publicly supported school for 
Round Rock students opened in 1878.  
Public schools were supported by the 
county during the early days. However, 
in 1913 residents of the area voted to 
incorporate Williamson County Common 
School District No. 19 as the Round Rock 
Independent School District. M. G. York, 
an area school administrator, was chosen 
as the first superintendent of the new 
school system.

Early education in Round Rock 

by paMeLa stephenson

Trinity Lutheran School circa 1906.

1969 School Board, Timmerman third from left.
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Transportation Report

 Kiphen Road (CR 113)
(FM 1460 to CR 122)
•  Phase 1, from FM 1460 to the Old Missouri, Kansas, Texas (MKT) railroad right-of-way (ROW), has an anticipated September 2006 bid date and an 
expected completion date of Sept. 2007
•  Phase 2, from the MKT ROW to CR 122, is currently under construction and is expected to be completed Aug. 2007
•  Both phases include expansion of the two-lane roadway to a four-lane divided arterial roadway, improvement of the FM 1460/Kiphen Rd. intersection 
(Phase 1), improvement of the CR 122/Kiphen Rd. intersection (Phase 2), improvement of drainage, and the adjustment of utilities.

 Red Bud Lane (CR 122)
(US 79 to Gattis School Road)
•  Phase 1, from Forest Creek Dr. to CR 123, is currently under construction
•  Phase 2, from Forest Creek Dr. to Gattis School Rd., is currently under 
construction
•  Phases 1 and 2 include expansion of the two lane roadway to three lanes and 
12 ft. lanes with four foot shoulders
•  Expected completion date for Phases 1 and 2 is Aug. 2006
• Phase 3, from CR 123 to US 79, is currently under review by TX DOT with an 
anticipated July 2006 bid date, and expected completion date of Jan. 2007
• Phase 3 includes construction of a new five-lane bridge over Brushy Creek, a 
new railroad crossing, and installation of new traffic signals
• All phases include improvement of drainage and the adjustment of utilities
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R o u n d  R o c k  U p d a t e

 US 79
(FM 1460 to CR 195)
•  Reconstruction of 1.477 miles of existing four-lane undivided roadway to a four-lane divided roadway with shoulders and turning lanes
•  Includes grading, base, asphalt pavement, structures, signalization, illumination, signing, and pavement markings
•  Construction began in late May and is expected to be completed by Nov. 2007

 A.W. Grimes 
•  Phase 2, US 79 to Lake Creek, is currently under construction and anticipated completion is March 2007
•  Construction of a new 6-lane divided major arterial roadway with miscellaneous utility and drainage improvements
•  Replacement of a grade separated crossing of the Union Pacific Railroad at Brushy Creek

FM 1460 - Williamson County residents can 
help choose new name.
Round Rock City Council is hoping to approve a new name for FM 1460 
before the two-lane road is converted into a four-lane highway divided 
with a grassy median. The $8.3 million Texas Department of Transpor-
tation project is slated for completion in fall 2007.

Highlights:
• Borders the planned Seton Medical Center Williamson, set
   to break ground in August, the Round Rock campuses, Texas
   State University & Austin Community College

• 10-mile road between Round Rock & Georgetown

• Suggested names:  Williamson Parkway, Williamson Regional
   Parkway, Legend of Williamson Parkway, Honor Parkway,
   Guardians of Freedom Parkway.  Two-thirds of the tenants on the
   road would have to approve any change

I-35

Red Bud 
Lane

Kiphen
Road

US 79

A. W. 
Grimes

All or portions of three toll roads in Central Texas, 40 miles in 
all will open this December
• Portion of Texas 45 North from Loop 1 east to the new Texas 
130
• North extension of Mopac north of Parmer Lane to SH 45
• Northern half of Texas 130
Openings are nine months ahead of schedule and costs 
are about $125 million less than the original, $1.75 billion 
estimate

To l l  R o a d  U p d a t e

Sources:  Information compiled  by Jacquelyn Smith, R.R., Public Works Project Manager

130
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flavors of the toppings paired with the delicate texture of 
the crust provide a memorable meal. ($12.95 -16.95)  

For a fast, but tasty lunch, Baris offers specials: Spa-
ghetti w/Meatballs, Stromboli, Chicken Parmigiana, and 
Cheese Ravioli, all served with salad. ($4.95 – 5.95)

My wife’s favorite dinner entrées are the Chicken 
Carchovie, a sautéed chicken breast with artichoke hearts 
and fresh garlic or the Chicken Aristocrat, topped with 
eggplant & mozzarella cheese. Both are served in a white 
wine cream sauce over spaghetti. ($8.25)  All dinners are 
served with homemade garlic rolls, a good way to enjoy all 
of the delicious sauce without licking the plate.

Baris is a favorite place for short people in soccer 
and baseball uniforms.  The kids menu offers Spaghetti 
w/Meatballs and Cheese Ravioli ($3.50) or a small Cheese 
Pizza which our granddaughter ate with gusto. ($4.95)

Baris makes a classic New York Italian submarine 
sandwich, the real deal.  My favorite is the Sausage/Pepper 
Parmigiana ($5.25). The Super Sub is served cold and in-
cludes ham, salami, cappicola and provolone, with lettuce 
and tomatoes and a side of Baris house dressing. ($4.95)

I’ve had a hard time this month writing the review for 
Baris Pizza & Pasta. Each time I sit down with an open 
menu, I notice another item that I just have to try, so I 
either call in a takeout order or think of reasons to take 
friends or family to try some authentic Italian dishes.

The owners, Tony and Cheryl Bardhi are originally 
from New York, and opened their restaurant in the unas-
suming location on FM 1825 near the soon to be closed 
Albertsons. Tony’s aunt began the Baris tradition 20 years 
ago opening a restaurant in Flower Mound, Tx. Today 
there are several locations in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area.  

The couple borrowed the Baris name from his aunt and 
opened their Pflugerville restaurant nine years ago using 
her same family recipes. 

Pizza is first in the restaurant’s name for a reason. This 
could be the best pizza in the central Texas area.  Baris 
offers both a Neapolitan-style pizza, which means it’s an 
ultra-thin crust, and a Deep-dish Sicilian pizza. 

My favorite is the White Wonder Pizza, thin-crusted 
made with spinach, mushrooms, onions, sliced tomatoes, 
ricotta and mozzarella cheeses – but no red sauce. The 

By JiM Dawson

N E I G H B O R H O O D Authentic Italian dishes prepared
with family recipes

Cheryl and Tony Bardhi and their children, Zaid and Brianna.

1501 w. Pecan •  989-8900

C u S to m e R  S At I S fA C t I o n

“We eat here about three times a month.  We usually get their 

extra crispy, ultra thin crust pizza, along with the salad and their 

great house salad dressing.”
Bobby & Debbie Kopetsky, 

Pflugerville residents

           1825

I-35
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30K      60K      90K

Code: CISM10

10% OFF
SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE
Services are based on your manufacturer’s 
recommended scheduled maintenance.
Note: No other discounts apply. Special diesel oil 
and special request oil and filter types may be extra. 
Plus filter disposal fee. Additional charges for shop 
supplies may be added. See store for details.
Offer Expires 8/4/06

$40 OFF

Code: CIBK2

STOP

With this coupon. Offer Expires 8/4/06

Any Brake
Service

DISC BRAKE SERVICE

$20 per Axle

Now in PFLUGERVILLENow in PFLUGERVILLE
ROUND ROCK     •     A Central Texas Original Since 1987      •     PFLUGERVILLE

Round Rock Locations:
We will match any local advertised price

on Goodyear, Dunlop or Republic Tires

LAMB’S
GUARANTEE

LAMB’S
GUARANTEE

Oil, Lube & Filter
Alignment Check
Tire Rotations
Vehicle Safety Check-Up

LIMITED TIME OFFER
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE

With Purchase of Two (2) 
OR Four (4) Tires

LUBE, OIL, & FILTER
INCLUDES 4 WHEEL ROTATION

Code: CILOFR

Now with 15 Austin Area Locations

15800 Foothills Farm @ 1825

670-2244
15800 Foothills Farm @ 1825

670-2244

$1695
Note: Special diesel oil 
and special request oil and 
filter type may result in 
extra charges. Plus filter 
disposal fee.

Most Cars & Light Trucks.
With this coupon. Coupon Expires 8/4/06

Includes:
   • Drain oil & refill with up to
      5 quarts of Castrol 10w/30.
   • Install a new oil filter.
   • 4 Wheel rotation.
   • Lubricate chassis.

Pflugerville Only

Note: *Change Engine Oil & Filter (up to 5 quarts of 
10W30 Castrol); Special diesel oil and special filter 
request oil and filter type will result in additional 
charges; *Plus filter disposal fee. *Alignment is extra 
if needed. * Applies to most cars and light trucks.
Offer Expires 8/4/06

Baris pizza & pasta
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The most recent successful 
school bond election was in Feb-
ruary 2000 and included two 
propositions totaling $199 mil-
lion.

Since that successful bond elec-
tion six years ago, more than 6,500 
new students have enrolled in 
RRISD, equivalent to adding the 
populations of eight elementary 
schools, five large middle schools 
or three high schools.

When Round Rock ISD’s bond 
package failed last year with one 
proposition for $349 million, the 
school board decided to take ac-
tion to ensure that the new bond 
passed.
Citizen’s committee

 In April, a Citizen’s Bond Com-
mittee was formed consisting of 
more than 100 community mem-
bers including some who opposed 
the failed bond proposal.

“Committees have always been 
part of the bond process,” said 
Diana Maldonado, RRISD school 
board president. “This time we 
created a much larger commit-

tee, which later split into six sub-
committees. It was important that 
we included a wide array of input 
throughout the district, so we in-
vited people who voted against 
the bond to participate in the re-
search.”

The sub-committees met an 
average of ten times throughout 
their study, visiting each school to 
determine critical needs. 

“This committee was unique in 
that it was more inclusive, and ev-
eryone involved really understood 
the process,” Maldonado said.
Identified issues 

The committee researched 
overcrowding, technology, trans-
portation and code regulations. 

 “Overcrowding means not 
only crowded classrooms,” said 
Tricia Greim, a parent and CBC 
participant, “but also transporta-
tion issues, main kitchen prob-
lems, and overall wear and tear on 
existing facilities not originally 
intended for the number of chil-
dren currently using them.”

The committee determined 
technology should be included 

in the bond, so that Round Rock 
students are able to remain com-
petitive.

“Colleges and companies de-
mand technologically-advanced 
students and employees,” Greim 
said. “Technology is a necessity 
for every child growing up in the 
21st century and we want our 
children to be productive, con-
tributing members of society.”
School bond proposal

At the June 22 school board 
meeting, the board unanimously 
called for a bond election, Nov. 7, 
asking voters to approve funding 
for capital improvement projects 
totaling $267 million divided into 
four propositions.

Critics call the proposed high 
school too expensive but Maldo-
nado argued that this issue is not 
unusual. 

“More than 100 citizens have 
devoted an incredible amount of 
time analyzing information with 
a fine tooth comb by comparing 
our growth to other school dis-
tricts,” she said. “Most of those 
against the bond package are peo-

ple who have not been involved in 
the entire process. It is impossible 
to make everyone happy.”

The proposed $83 million is 
a slight decrease from last year’s 
proposal of $91 million for the 
high school and the change will 
make the budget tight. 

“We are not that far away from 
the original bond price on the 
high school,” said Maldonado. 
“With building material costs ris-
ing, we will be stretching it tight 
now with the current budget.”
Tax Relief

But the board also approved us-
ing $.02 of the debt service fund 
balance to buy down the project-
ed tax rate of $.36 to $.34 through 
2011. The average value home in 
the district for the 2006 tax year 
is $169,869. The debt tax rate for 
the coming tax year is projected 
to be $.30. Based on a $.34 tax 
rate, the total monthly increase 
to the average homeowner in the 
district to pay for this bond pack-
age would be an additional $5.66 
per month.

Maldonado applauds the CBC’s 

effort and is confident this bond 
package will pass in November. 

“This is a united school board, 
all advocating for the bond’s suc-
cess,” she said. “We will be visiting 
home owner associations and cit-
izen’s groups to educate the pub-
lic. It is important, that as stake-
holders, the support momentum 
continues in order to ensure bond 
passage.”

Citizens help develop RRISD school bond package
by autuMn Rhea caRpenteR

Tests scores and parental support in-
dicate that Round Rock schools are per-
forming well. However, new Round Rock 
ISD Superintendent Dr. Jesus Chavez has 
identified three areas that he feels can be 
improved: math and science scores, clos-
ing the economic gap in performance and 
growing the high school academies.

“Right now we do fairly well in math and 
science,” Chavez said. “We are identifying 
the effective practices, making sure they get 
carried out in the classroom.”

With 300 new teachers starting this fall, 
Chavez said the challenge lies in the com-
munication between the campus principals 
and teachers. Every school also has integra-
tion specialists that work with the teachers 
to carry out curriculum with instruction in 
the classroom.

Chavez said that reading goes hand in 
hand with math and science word prob-
lems students face on the TAKS test. 

“A math problem is a reading problem, 
as well,” Chavez said. “These are now high-
er level problem solving math problems. 
Reading is a part of math and science.”

Along with excelling in math and sci-

ence, the district also will work on nar-
rowing the gaps between the economically 
disadvantaged and their corresponding 
achievement.

“Statistics show that the economically 
disadvantaged don’t do as well and don’t 
come to school with fluency,” Chavez said. 
“It’s not race, its economy.”

The district will also continue to enhance 
the high school academies by working with 
more companies in the area. Chavez said 
the schools want local businesses to come 
to the high schools and teach classes, pro-
vide internships, host projects and compe-
titions, provide scholarships and mentor.

“We are working on strengthening the 
business partnerships we already have and 
adding more,” Chavez said. “We want to 
provide that richer, hands-on work experi-
ence in the high school years.”

McNeil High School will add a Health 
Science academy this fall to bring the total 
number of academies to seven. Last year, 
14 percent of Round Rock students partici-
pated in the academies established by the 
district three years ago. 

by Mandy hobby

Superintendent identifies 
educational improvement needs

EDUCATION
C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T  N E W S P A P E R

RounD RoCK ISD
July 2006Focus

Round Rock High School: Business and Finance Academy
Students interested in the business, financial and technological 
world. Courses address business management, finance and infor-
mation technology. Students may earn college credit and/or state 
licensing/accreditation. For more information, call Peggy Mica at 
464-6065.

McNeil High School: Engineering Academy
Instruction focuses on problem-solving and critical thinking skills 
necessary to solve real-world technical problems. Courses include 
computer design, computer animation, architectural drafting, ad-
vanced mathematics, technical writing, engineering design, scientific 
research and design, agricultural engineering and biotechnology. For 
more information, call Lisa Windolph at 464-6338.

McNeil High School: Health Science Technology Academy
Four-year coherent sequence of health science technology courses, 
classes provide exploration and certifications in specific areas of inter-
est. For more information, call Jackie Uselton at 464-6592.

Westwood High School: Fine Arts Academy
Specialized courses include advanced studio art, graphic arts, ballet, 
modern dance, theater dancing, stage makeup, costume and set de-
sign, musical theater performance, composition, piano, jazz impro-
visation and chamber music ensembles. For more information, call 
Marvin Schmidt at 464-4008.

Westwood High School: International Baccalaureate 
Academy
Provides students with the intellectual, social and critical perspective 
necessary for the adult world. IB diploma candidates are required 
throughout all four years to engage in the study of languages, sci-
ence, mathematics and humanities. IB is recognized at overseas uni-
versities. For more information, call Kathy Fleming at 464-4087.

Stony Point High School: Science and Medicine Academy
Research and design courses offered for advanced students in chem-
istry, physics, biology and environmental systems. The Health Science 
strand offers students a range of health care study through the Health 
Science Technology program. For more information, call Jennifer Yar-
brough at 428-7095.

Stony Point High School: Information Technology 
Academy
Offers digital media, network design and administration, program-
ming/software engineering, technical support, technical writing and 
web development and administration. For more information, call 
Judy Pluenneke at 428-7139.

High School Academies

Who Are Partners in Education?
Partners are parents, businesses, community organizations, 
grandparents, civic organizations community members 
who dedicate their valuable time, talent and/or treasure 
to improving students’ achievement and helping students 
prepare to be contributing members of the community.

For additional information or to request a Partnership 
Opportunities form, call 464.5093.

Community Partnerships
support  educational excellence 

How Can I Make a Difference?
Individuals and all types of groups (business and civic) are 
welcome as volunteers in RRISD schools. 
Partnership opportunities include: mentor a student one hour 
a week, serve as event judge, supply incentives for student/
teacher recognition, provide real-world experiences through 
internships or job shadowing, speak to students about your 
career field.  Additional partnership opportunities are available 
to work with our academies. 

Four propositions will
appear on the Nov. 7 ballot:   

Proposition 1 $152,920,000 
– secondary school improvements • 
new middle school in Walsh Ranch 
subdivision on Sam Bass Road  to 
open 2008-09 • high school on 
Gattis School Road to open in 
2009-10,  
• master plans and additions to 
Westwood and Round Rock, and 
additions to Opportunity Center 
and Stony Point High School. • 
classroom renovations at McNeil. 
Proposition 2  $85,350,000 
- addresses elementary 
improvements: • build Patsy 
Sommer ES in Avery Ranch 
and another in the Turtle Creek 
neighborhood near A.W. Grimes 
Blvd., to open 2007-08. 
Proposition 3 $20,285,000 - funds a 
third elementary school for future 
Proposition 4 $9,110,000 technology 
improvements and expansion

Future
Education Features

August -  Pflugerville ISD

September - Round Rock 
Higher Education Center, 
Austin Community College

Sponsored By:
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Round Rock ISD

Gattis elementary
2920 Round Rock Ranch Rd.
Round Rock • 428-2000
www.roundrockisd.org/gattis

Population: 820
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 14.6
eco. Disadvantaged: 29.9%
open Since: 1991
Principal: Jennifer Lucas
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 92%, Math 87%

berkman elementary
400 West Anderson Ave.
Round Rock • 464-8250
www.roundrockisd.org/berk-
man

Population: 627
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 13.9
eco. Disadvantaged: 82.1%
open Since: 1959
Principal: Maria Roberts
outstanding Achievement: 
Assisted district in becoming 
recognized
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 81%, Math 82%

Double file trail
2400 Chandler Creek Blvd.
Round Rock • 428-7400
www.roundrockisd.org/dou-
blefiletrail

Population: 757
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 15.8
eco. Disadvantaged: 33.3%
open Since: 1986
Principal: Abby Duffy
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 93%, Math 88%

Robertson elementary
1415 Bayland
Round Rock • 428-3300
www.roundrockisd.org/rob-
ertson

Population: 454
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 11.2
eco. Disadvantaged: 68.9%
open Since: 1979
Principal: Raul Pena
outstanding Achievement: 
Became a bilingual campus 
4 years ago
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 87%, Math 86%

Xenia Voigt elementary
1201 Cushing Dr.
Round Rock • 428-7500
www.roundrockisd.org/xe-
niavoigt

Population: 702
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 14.9
eco.Disadvantaged: 54%
open Since: 1975
Principal: Mindy Long
tAKS Score 2006:
Reading 91%, Math 85%

Caldwell Heights
4010 Eagles Nest St.
Round Rock • 428-7300
www.roundrockisd.org/
caldwellheights

Population: 469
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 13.1
eco. Disadvantaged: 19%
open Since: 1999
Principal:  Amanda Estes
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 96%, Math 95%

union Hill elementary
1511 Gulf Way
Round Rock • 424-8700
www.roundrockisd.org/
unionhill

Population: 791
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 15.1
eco. Disadvantaged: 38.6%
open Since:2002
Principal: Julie Nelson
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 95%, Math 96%

Cactus Ranch
2901 Golden Oak Circle
Round Rock • 424-8000
www.roundrockisd.org/
cactusranch

Population: 601
Teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 12.1
eco.Disadvantaged: 9.2%
open Since: 2001
Principal: Vicki Crain
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 98%, Math 96%
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High School Boundaries

2006-07

McNeil

Round
Rock

Stony Point

Westwood

Ridgeview middle School
2000 Via Sonoma Trail
Round Rock • 424-8400
www.roundrockisd.org/ridgeview

Population: 1038
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 16.4
economically Disadvantaged: 18.3%

open Since: 2001
Principal: Jennifer Morrow

tAKS Score 2006: Reading 91%, Math 84%

Chisholm trail  middle School
500 Oakridge
Round Rock • 428-2500
www.roundrockisd.org/chisholmtrail

Population: 1047
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 16.9
economically Disadvantaged: 24.6%

open Since: 1981
Principal: Diana Negrete

tAKS Score 2006: Reading 89%, Math 81%

C.D. fulkes  middle School
300 West Anderson Ave. 
Round Rock • 428-3100
www.roundrockisd.org/fulkes

Population: 743
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 14.4
economically Disadvantaged: 55.5%

open Since: 1939
Principal: Nancy Guerrero

tAKS Score 2006: Reading 79%, Math 69%

Hopewell  middle School
11535 Gulf Way
Round Rock • 464-5200
www.roundrockisd.org/hopewell

Population: 1170
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 14.8
economically Disadvantaged: 36.7%

open Since: 2002
Principal: Rosena Malone

tAKS Score 2006: Reading 87%, Math 79%

aplusfcu.org • 512-302-6800

Stony Point High School
1801 Bowman Rd. 
Round Rock • 428-7000
www.roundrockisd.org/stonypoint

Population: 2116
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 17.6
economically Disadvantaged: 31%

open Since: 1999
Principal: TJ Dilworth

tAKS Score 2005:  Reading: 9th Grade -  90%, 
10th Grade - 57%, 11th Grade -  90%,; 
math: 9th Grade - 69%, 10th Grade - 62%, 
11th Grade - 85%
tAKS Score 2006: Reading: 9th Grade - 93%, 10th 
Grade 86%, 11th Grade - 90%; math: 9th Grade - 71%, 
10th Grade 63%, 11th Grade - 82%

Round Rock High School
300 Lake Creek Dr.
Round Rock • 464-6000
www.roundrockisd.org/roundrock

Population: 2122
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 16.1
economically Disadvantaged: 19.6%

open Since: 1867
Principal: Walter Mark Gesch
outstanding Achievement:
Quote

tAKS Score 2005:  Reading: 9th Grade 88%, 10th Grade 59%, 
11th Grade  88%,  math: 9th Grade 64%, 10th Grade 72%, 
11th Grade 90%
tAKS Score 2006: Reading: 9th Grade 88%, 10th Grade 87%, 
11th Grade 95%, math: 9th Grade 67%, 10th Grade 65%, 
11th Grade 86%

blackland Prairie
400 West Anderson Ave.
2105 Via Sonoma Trail
Round Rock • 424-8600
www.roundrockisd.org/
blacklandprairie
Population: 831
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 14.8
eco. Disadvantaged: 19.3%
open Since: 2001
Principal: Sharon Barnard
outstanding Achievement: 
UT award for Performance 
Excellence
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 95%, Math 94 %

forest Creek
3805 Forest Creek Dr.
Round Rock • 464-5350
www.roundrockisd.org/forest-
creek

Population: 997
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 16.4

eco. Disadvantaged: 11.2%
open Since: 1996
Principal: Mark Pratz
tAKS Score 2006: Reading 
96%, Math 92%
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Round Rock ISD School ZONES
mcneil High School
5720 McNeil Rd.
Austin • 464-6300
www.roundrockisd.org/mcneil

Population: 2602
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 16.4
economically Disadvantaged: 10.4%

open Since: 1992
Principal: To be announced

tAKS Score 2005:  Reading: 9th Grade 93%,
10th Grade 81%, 11th Grade 93%, math: 9th Grade 74%, 
10th Grade 78%, 11th Grade 92%, 
tAKS Score 2006: Reading: 9th Grade 94%, 
10th Grade 95%, 11th Grade 96%, math: 9th Grade 76%, 
10th Grade 80%, 11th Grade 89%

westwood High School *
12400 Mellow Meadow Dr.
Austin, • 464-4000
www.roundrockisd.org/westwood

Population: 2529
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 17.5
economically Disadvantaged: 7.4%

open Since: 1981
Principal: Rebecca Donald

tAKS Score 2005:  Reading: 9th Grade 98%, 
10th Grade 83%, 11th Grade 98%, 
math: 9th Grade 93%, 10th Grade 92%, 
11th Grade 99%
tAKS Score 2006: Reading: 9th Grade 97%, 
10th Grade 97%, 11th Grade 98%, 
math: 9th Grade 90%, 10th Grade 94%, 
11th Grade 95%
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m
op
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louis Henna

Palm ValleyRound Rock ISD
High School Boundaries

2006-07

McNeil

Round
Rock

Stony Point

Westwood

Canyon Vista middle School *
8455 Spicewood Springs Rd.
Austin • 464-8100
www.roundrockisd.org/canyonvista

Population: 1022
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 16.8
economically Disadvantaged: 5%

open Since: 1984
Principal: Lisa Napper

tAKS Score 2006: Reading 99%, Math 97%

Cedar Valley middle School *
8139 Racine Trail
Austin • 428-2300
www.roundrockisd.org/cedarvalley

Population: 1370
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 16.4
economically Disadvantaged: 11.4%

open Since: 1991
Principal: Jane Miller

tAKS Score 2006: Reading 96%, Math 91%

Deerpark  middle School *
8849 Anderson Mill Rd.
Austin • 464-6600
www.roundrockisd.org/deepark

Population: 1125
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 15
economically Disadvantaged: 23.3%

open Since: 1986
Principal: Toni Hicks

tAKS Score 2006: Reading 93%, Math 83%

Grisham  middle School *
10805 School House Ln.
Austin • 428-2650
www.roundrockisd.org/grisham

Population: 759
teacher to Student Ratio: 1: 16
economically Disadvantaged: 20.3%

open Since: 1976
Principal: Dr. Malinda Grosch

tAKS Score 2006: Reading 93%, Math 86%

fern bluff
17815 Park Valley
Round Rock • 428-2100
www.roundrockisd.org/
fernbluff

Population: 865
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 16.2
eco.  Disadvantaged: 3.4%
open Since: 1992
Principal: Dr. Karen Farley 
Halverson
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 100%, Math 99%
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Palm Valley
Round Rock ISD

Elementary School 
Boundaries

2006-07
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Great oaks
16455 Great Oaks Dr.
Round Rock • 464-6850
www.roundrockisd.org/
greatoaks

Population: 1034
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 16.9
eco. Disadvantaged: 3.4%
open Since: 1997
Principal: Anna Warren
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 99%, Math 98%

bluebonnet
1010 Chisholm Valley Dr.
Round Rock • 428-7700
www.roundrockisd.
org/bluebonnet

Population: 555
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 14.1
eco. Disadvantaged: 
74.2%
open Since: 1986
Principal: Lucy McVey
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 80%, Math 77%

Deepwood
705 St. Williams Dr.
Round Rock • 464-4400
www.roundrockisd.
org/deepwood

Population: 436
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 14.4
eco. Disadvantaged: 
17.4%
open Since: 1977
Principal: Janie Veach
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 95%, Math 95%

brushy Creek
3800 Stonebridge
Round Rock, TX 78681
428-3000
www.roundrockisd.org/
brushycreek

Population: 775
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 14.4
eco.  Disadvantaged: 18.5%
open Since: 1981
Principal: Carla Amacher
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 96%, Math 97%

wells branch *
14650 Merriltown Dr.
Austin • 428-3400
www.roundrockisd.org/
wellsbranch

Population: 866
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 14.8
eco. Disadvantaged: 31.2%
open Since: 1985
Principal: Belinda Cini
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 93%, Math 86%

old town
2200 Chaparral Dr.
Round Rock • 428-7600
www.roundrockisd.org/
oldtown
Population: 715
teacher to Student Ratio: 
1: 15.3
eco.  Disadvantaged: 22.8%
open Since:1988
Principal: Sharon Wilkes
outstanding Achievement: 
Level II Malcolm Bridge qual-
ity award from UTCenter for 
Performing Excellence
tAKS Score 2006: 
Reading 97%, Math 94%

forest north *
13414 Broadmeade, 
Austin • 464-6750

Anderson mill *
10610 Salt Mill Hollow
Austin • 428-3700

Canyon Creek *
10210 EMber Glen Dr.
Austin • 428-2800

Purple Sage *
11801 Tanglebriar Trail
Austin • 428-3500

Caraway *
11104 Oak View Dr.
Austin • 464-5500

laurel mountain *
10111 D.K. Ranch Rd.
Austin • 464-4300

Spicewood *
11601 Olson
Austin • 428-3600

Jollyville *
6720 Corpus Christi
Austin • 428-2200

live oak *
8607 Anderson Mill Rd.
Austin • 428-3800

Pond Springs *
7825 Elk Horn 
Mountain Trail
Austin • 464-4200

*schools outside our distribution area

Sources: www.tea.state.tx.us, www.schoolmatters.com
www.roundrockisd.org. Special thanks to Panchita Garrett 
with RRISD.
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Better Value. That’s what you’ll get at A+FCU. Because our focus is on serving you and not
on profit, you’ll enjoy higher returns on your investments, lower loan rates, fewer fees, and
exceptional member service. Come visit any of our convenient locations today and make
the upgrade to A+.

Main
6420 US Hwy 290 E.
Austin, TX 78723

No rth*
13038 Research Blvd.
Austin, TX 78750

South
1402 W. Stassney Ln.
Austin, TX 78745

Southwest
6114 William Cannon Dr. 
Austin, TX 78749

Georgetown
922-F North Austin Ave.
Georgetown, TX 78626

Round Rock
1000 South Mays St. 
Round Rock, TX 78664 

Pflugerville
15108 FM 1825
Pflugerville, TX 78660

San Ma rcos
1204 Thorpe Ln.
San Marcos, TX 78666

Coming Soon
No rth Austin*
(Corner of Hunters Chase
and Research Blvd.)

aplusfcu.org • 512-302-6800
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Local Albertsons Closing Phase 2 of Brushy Creek 
Regional Trail Opens

Rock ‘n River Water Park Opens  
in Old Settlers ParkAlbertson’s announced, June 6, it will close 

10 underperforming stores in Central Texas by 
early August, two of which are in Pflugerville and 
Round Rock.

The stores closing are located at 1601 W. Pecan 
St. in Pflugerville, and 220 IH 35 in Round Rock. 
Five stores in Travis and Williamson Counties 
will stay open, including the location at 3750 
Gattis School Rd. in Round Rock.

Other locations closing in Austin are 1807 
Slaughter Ln., 8716 Research Blvd., 11331 N. 
Lamar Blvd., 13435 US 183, 6800 Westgate Blvd. 
and 5510 IH 35 South. One location in Cedar 
Park, 850 N. Bell Blvd. and one location in 
Georgetown, 610 N. Austin Ave. will also close.

Phase 2 of the Brushy Creek Regional Trail 
opened, June 19. The new trail runs east from the 
Creekside Trail Head at Great Oaks 4,000 feet 
through Fern Bluff MUD property. 

Phase 1 is approximately three miles long and 
runs from the new Cedar Park Brushy Creek Lake 
Park at Parmer Lane to the Creekside Trail Head 
at Brushy Creek Rd. and Great Oaks Dr.  Phase 3 
will extend the trail west to the Twin Lakes Parks 
on S. Bell Blvd. in Cedar Park and should be fin-
ished within the next year.

The Trail was designated as a National Recre-
ational Trail in June 2005.  

The Rock’n River Family Aquatic Center 
at Old Settlers Park opened, June 16, to the 
delight of local residents. The facility features 
40,000 sq. ft. of water slides, a water play-
ground and a lazy river. 

CHASCO Construction built the facility and 
finished it three months ahead of schedule, in 
time to enjoy during the hot, summer months. 

Children from three of the Round Rock 
Parks & Recreation Department camps were 
on hand to celebrate the opening. Admission is 
$3 for adults and $2 for children, non-residents 
pay an additional $1.

l o c a l .  u s e f u l .  e v e r y o n e  g e t s  i t .
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The newest Wells Fargo is opening soon in Austin.

Soon all the benefits of a helpful Wells Fargo banker will be even closer, when we open our newest store at 14063 Hwy. 183 on July 24th.With
Wells Fargo you’ll get more than just free checking, you’ll get access to over 3,000 branches and ATM locations nationwide, including our newest
one in your neighborhood! And stop by our new location now open in Cedar Park, 920 North Lakeline Boulevard.

© 2006 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

Coming Soon
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Finance
S AV I N G  O N  E L E C T R I C I T Y  T H I S  S U M M E R

Installing window film has proven itself to be a 
fantastic way to reduce utility costs in the central 
Texas area, ranging from 5-20% depending on 
the efficiency of your home or office. The newer 
generations of window films allow more natural 
light in while still reducing solar heat energy from 
coming in to your home by at least 50%.

There are simple no-cost ways to reduce your 
summer energy costs.  Set your thermostat to 80˚ 
or higher during the day when no one is home.  It 
has been proven that each degree in temperature 
will cause an increase of 3-4% in energy cost.   

Clean or replace your A/C filter once a month. 
Clean filters require less work by the A/C unit. 
Shade the outside condenser unit to your A/C unit 
and have your ducts cleaned regularly and checked 
for any air leaks. 

“

”

Jonathan Thompson,
Operations/Sales 
Manager
246-8468

Sunsational Solutions, Round Rock

“

Scott Tucker, 
Owner
251-1957

Air Majic Air Conditioning, Pflugerville

• Keep your A/C filter clean. A dirty filter can cause 
your system to work harder and lose efficiency.

• Keep your A/C system serviced, and keep the 
indoor and outdoor coils clean. A dirty coil can cause 
your A/C to lose up to 50% of its efficiency.

• Keep weeds, grass, and other obstructions from 
blocking air to your outdoor unit.

• Raising the temperature your thermostat is set on 
one or two degrees can save on utility bills also.

• Having annual maintenance done by a reputable 
A/C company can not only save you money on your 
utility bills, but can also help your system last longer.

• Replacing old less efficient A/C equipment with 
new high efficiency A/C equipment can sometimes 
save enough in utility cost to pay for the new equip-
ment in less time than you might think.

Danny Ramsey,
A.C. Service
Manager
246-5400

Christianson Plumbing & Air Conditioning, 
Round RockDid you know air conditioning can be responsible 

for 50% or higher of electric bills?  
Have your air conditioning system serviced by 

a professional contractor.  If your unit is low on 
charge, this can reduce efficiency by 10%.  Dirty 
outdoor coils makes your system work harder and 
contribute to higher bills.  Check the ductwork 
system for air leaks, leaking ductwork can lower ef-
ficiency by 10% or more. If your system is 5 years or 
older consider replacement   This may reduce your 
bills as much as 40%.  Department of Energy offers 
tax rebates for energy reducing measures.

Reduce the cooling load on your house by install-
ing solar screens, caulk windows and weather strip 
doors.  Shade outdoor unit with lattice fence.  This 
is best, it shades but allows air flow.  Finally, keep re-
turn air filters clean.  Dirty filters increase run time 
and damage systems, new or old.  ”
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A Sign of Good Things to Come.
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c e d A R  P A R kR e g I o n A L  I M PA c T
A b R I d g e d  S T o R I e S  f R o M  o u R  S I S T e R  P u b L I c A T I o n’S  j u n e  I S S u e

L e A n d e R

by Kathy LesKo

ETJ Give and Take
Cities learn the fine art of land 
swapping in extra-territorial 
jurisdictions

by Mandy hobby

Extreme Development
Texas X Park combines revenue,
retail and recreation in Leander 

The key to the opening of a new 203-
acre Texas X Park by Leander Capital 
Investors will be its neighborly presence 
in the community, according to Jim 
Bechtol, Leander’s director of community 
development.

“We are already addressing people’s fears 
of noise and water now,” Bechtol said. “The 
developers and the city have worked on a 
development agreement for the past ten 
months that assures citizens of compatible 
uses, protections and that we are in control 
of any negative impacts it might have on 
the city.”

The Property
Leander Capital Investors voluntarily 

annexed the property into the city in 
March, and developers have been working 
with Leander for the past two years on 
finalizing a development agreement. 

The property is divided into two zoning 
parts: general commercial for retail 
and planned use development for park 
facilities. 

Phase I could open as early as December, 
with the surrounding commercial to follow 
as roads are constructed.
Financing the Project

The project’s five phases entail the 
expansion and construction of roads to 
accommodate future traffic the park will 
bring. Although the city is not paying for 
any of the building construction, it will help 
with the expansion of Bagdad Road through 
an upcoming bond election. Williamson 
County will also work with the developers 
on the expansion of San Gabriel Parkway.

Economic Impact on community
•  Attract international and national sanctioned events
•  Enhance city tax base
•  Positive economic use of normally non-productive land
•  Job creation
•  Leander’s first hotel (future bed tax)
•  Construction/capital improvement value for Leander
•  City-wide economic impact 
 from events
•  Draw for future families and businesses
•    Leander recognized nationally as a destination center

Accord Home 
cAre provides:

Accord Home cAre
is medicAre certified.

skilled Nursing
 Home Health Aides
physical Therapy
speech Therapy
occupational Therapy

 Certified ET Nurses
colostomy care

 Certified Wound VAC  
 care

daily insulin care
in-home Telemonitoring

The bottom line to our home health 
care program is patient care. it allows 
our patients to maintain their dignity 

and the opportunity to regain an 
optimal level of independence through 

intervention and rehabilitation.
Locally Owned and Serving Central 

Texas since 1996

The choice
is yours...

cHoose Accord Home cAre

512-246-1451

The amount of land within a particu-
lar city’s ETJ is based on population. The 
larger the population, the further out the 
ETJ extends. The importance of the ETJ 
is to identify land that is able to support 
future growth and contribute to the city’s 
tax base.  According to Sharon Johnson, 
Leander’s director of finance, the ETJ has 
no tax value to the city until the property is annexed into the city limits. 

Mayor John Cowman says that it’s important for all cities in central Texas to define their 
boundaries.  “Leander has annexed approximately 4,000 acres from its ETJ,” he says.  “As 
other cities in the area continue to grow, the challenge will be to address our city limits 
with foresight and planning based on population and growth.”
Land locked 

Cities often extend their city limits whenever possible in order to expand their ETJ, pre-
serving the areas of growth for the city.  When a city is limited in how far they can expand, 
land opportunities within the ETJ diminish.  Brenda Eivens, Cedar Park city manager, 
notes that her city is basically “land-locked” with only about 11 square miles of ETJ left.

“If you look at a planning map of the city, you don’t see many colored areas represent-
ing our ETJ,” Eivens says.  “We are surrounded by Round Rock, Leander and Austin, and 
because annexation of land within the ETJ needs to be contiguous to the city limits and 
have a clear path to access it, it becomes increasingly difficult to grow.”

 Cowman looks to the portion of Leander’s ETJ that borders the Parmer Lane corridor 
as one major area of future development.  “Parmer Lane is the gateway to Leander, and we 
need to evaluate how best to meet the needs of its residents and businesses.  The ETJ will 
play a vital role in its growth and success.”

 

Serving Forest Creek and
surrounding areas for 3 years.

ABC Medical Center
Superior Medical Care for 

Adults, Babies and Children

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

79

Gattis School Rd.

R
ed

 B
u

d

M
ay

s

Forest   CreekI-35

“Let our family treat your family.”

Accepting most insurances, now taking new patients

Specializing in Pediatrics
and Family Practice.

Urgent Illness, School, Sports, and
Annual Physicals, Women’s Healthcare,

 Immunizations and Pediatric Care

Photo by Lourdes Imaging

310-9700
1750 Red Bud Lane,

Round Rock, TX 78664

Having trouble finding it?
We can help.

Located in Pflugerville
at Heatherwilde Blvd. & Pflugerville Loop

We’re Serious About:
Bible-based Preaching
God-centered Worship

Sound Doctrine
Practical Godliness
Nurturing Families

Meaningful Fellowship

(512) 989-3500
www.austin-opc.net
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District officials emphasize importance of education
Round Rock ISD’s new superintendent, Jesus Chavez compares himself as a child 

to young Albert Einstein. Chavez said that just like Einstein, he was not a model 
student until a teacher reached out and believed in him. 
“I had a good experience in public schools in Brownsville, [TX],” Chavez said. “The 
teachers taught me that I could do well in school and succeed with hard work and 
effort.” He became the first person in his family to attend college and just as his own 
teachers believed, he feels that no child should be given up on.
“They gave me the opportunity to look at myself and say, ‘You can go to college,’” 
Chavez recalls. “This made me realize that there is always an opportunity to learn 
more, change your course and become somebody.”

Q.  When did you decide and what made you decide to become a superin-
tendent?
A.I decided in high school when I was thinking about college. Most of us began as 
teachers, and I taught in Brownsville on the south side in poor area. Teaching there where 
I am from also helped me pay off college grants. For me, teachers and educators made a 
tremendous impact in my life. I wanted to improve schools for the benefit of children and 
give back to the community.

Q.  What is the biggest challenge the district faces right now?
A.  I would have to say addressing our facility needs. We are renovating and fixing older 
campuses, and we also need to address the growth we continue to have in the district. We 
need new schools at all levels, but also need to maintain our older schools and keep them 
operational.

What are the biggest challenges public schools in Texas face right now?
A. The biggest challenge is meeting and continuing to meet 
higher standards that have been set locally, as well as the 
No Child Left 
Behind Act of 
2001 set fed-
erally. We also 
need to work 
on narrow-
ing the gaps 
between the 
economically 
disadvantaged. 
We have a 
short-term fix 
with funding 
with the taxes 
from the legis-
lature. We have, 
and we want an 
exemplary sys-
tem for students, 
but we haven’t provided long-term finance.

Q.  How do you 
personally plan to make a difference in the 
school district?
A.  I plan to focus on continuous improvement and 
improving math and science scores. I want to focus on 
these necessary programs so all students succeed.

Education  Business Bachelors of Arts degree in business management from St. 
Edwards University

Employed  State Comptroller’s Office, 20 years

Family   Two children, Alex, 24, and Denise, 19

Diana Maldonado, Round Rock ISD School Board President

Diana Maldonado understands the lasting impact of a solid education. As a single 
mother of two, Maldonado wanted to complete her degree not only for herself, 

but also to set an example for her family and colleagues.  The driven south Texas 
native did not fit the traditional college student profile, and sought out a program that 
accommodated her complex lifestyle. The New College at St. Edward’s University for 
working adults fit her needs. By utilizing her honed multi-tasking abilities, Maldonado 
graduated with honors in 2000.  “Those were crazy times,” said Maldonado. “I worked 
full-time, raised two teenagers, and attended college in the evening. We managed to 
survive and the lack of sleep was worth it. The experience taught me to never say never, 
and that with an education, anything is possible.”

Education  Bachelors of Science in elementary 
education from University of Texas at Austin; Masters of 
Education from Pan American University; Doctorate in 
education administration from UT Austin

Family  Married to Martha Ruth for 25 years; two children, 
Jesse, 20 and Jaime, 11

Jesus Chavez, Round Rock ISD Superintendent

I always have a hard time picking one favorite teacher. I would have to say 
Ms. Garcia in fourth grade. She knew I was struggling in reading and her way 
of inspiring me was giving me a biography of Albert Einstein. It wasn’t a class 
assignment, but she wanted me to read it and discuss it with her. It was the first 
time I really enjoyed reading a book. 

Contact Information  464-5022, superintendent_rrisd@roundrockisd.org

My favorite teacher was Mrs. Fowlkes, who taught the third grade in Eagle Pass. 
She was an innovative thinker who let us be risk-takers and used non-traditional 
teaching methods. Mrs. Fowlkes was a creative spirit, and I think that is why her 
students gravitated toward her

Contact Information  423.3551, Diana_ Maldonado@roundrockisd.org

Q.  Why is a school board important to a school district?
A.  A school board is important to a district because it provides governance and oversees 
the district’s operations.  

Q.  What made you decide to run for the school board?
A.  As a Round Rock school board member since 2003, I have always strived to be a strong 
advocate for education and equity and by running for a board position, I am able to give 
the students a voice. 

Q.  What is the biggest challenge that the district currently faces?
A.  Our district’s biggest challenge is addressing growth, while maintaining educational 
excellence. 

Q.  How does this board plan to make a difference to the district?
A.  One of my missions as school board president is to build cohesiveness and unity 
among the board members, while appreciating the diverse thoughts and opinions of each 
member. I want to ensure that board members are trained in parliamentary procedures 
so that we will be dealing strictly in facts. This will also promote a more effective decision-
making process.


