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Its election time again, as evident by 
red, white and blue billboards lining the 
sides of heavily traveled streets and roads 
reminding citizens to get out and vote.

Th e March 7 primary elections deter-
mine who will be nominated from each 
political party for state and county elec-
tions in November. City elections are set 
for May 13 to choose council members. 
Residents have until March 17 to apply for 
a seat in the city council.
What is a Commissioner?

Williamson and Travis Counties each 
have four commissioners and a county 
judge, all who sit on the commissioner’s 
court. A county commissioner works with 
the court to administer the county budget 
and set the tax rate, employment and 
benefi ts policies, conducts elections, estab-

Owning a business is not easy, especially 
when it is located in the heart of a city. 
Downtown businesses in Round Rock and 
Pfl ugerville think the keys to keeping their 
businesses alive is through events, paying 
close attention to the community, provid-
ing specialties and receiving city support.

Special Events
Ginger Huggins, owner of Silk Cocoon, 

in downtown Round Rock, thinks the way 
to keep downtown retail business alive is 
through the passion of the owners and the 
community events they host.

Huggins opened her high end silk fl oral 
and gift  shop more than two years ago. To 
promote downtown shopping, Huggins 
initiated the monthly Main Street Artisan 
Stroll, A Chocolate Aff air in February and 
the Christmas Diva Aff air. 

“I got together with the business own-
ers because we wanted to do things that 
promote historic downtown Round Rock,” 
Huggins said. “We want people to know 
that we are here and that we have unique 
items. Th ose events are the best advertise-
ments I could ask for.”
Adapting to the City’s Needs

Pecan St. Antiques in Pfl ugerville has 
been able to stay in business downtown for 
more than 10 years. Owner Vicky Kend-
ziorski says that quality sets her antiques 
apart from other mainstream big 

More than just candidates

BY MANDY HOBBY

Local government o�  cials 
explain their responsibilities

Open for downtown business

BY HOLLY PEARSON

Owners layout successful 
model for business survival
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lishes land use, as well as the building and 
maintenance of county roads and bridges. 

“I became a commissioner because I 
wanted to work on the other side of the 
microphone that holds the government 
accountable,” news reporter-turned Travis 
County Commissioner, Karen Sonleit-
ner said. “Th e core of my job is giving 
constituent services and administering 
the budget. I am one of fi ve CEOs of the 
corporation known as Travis County.”

Sonleitner, Precinct 2 Commissioner of 
12 years, is up for re-election this month 
against fellow democrat primary candidate 
Sarah Eckhardt. Eckhardt, daughter of U.S. 
Representative Bob Eckhardt, has worked 
with the Travis County attorney’s offi  ce the 
past eight years. 
What is the commissioner’s court?

Th e county judge is elected by voters in 
the county every four years, while the four 
commissioners are elected by voters within 

City of 
Pfl ugerville

Population: 28,000

County: Travis

County Precinct: 2

Commissioner: Karen Sonleitner*

County Judge: Sam Biscoe*

City Council
Mayor: Cat Callen

Place 1: Kurt Reece

Place 2: Bruce Wood

Mayor Pro-Tem: Chuck LaRosche*

Place 4: Mark Gladney

Place 5: Duane Blakesee*

*Denotes position up for election

Primary Elections: election in which 
registered voters in a jurisdiction select 
the candidates who will enter a subse-
quent election. They are used to select 
one candidate on each political party.

Primary Election Voting: March 7
City Elections: May 13

City of 
Round Rock

Population: 84,000

County: Williamson

County Precinct: 1

Commissioner: Lisa Birkman

County Judge: John Doerfl er*

City Council
Mayor: Nyle Maxwell

Mayor Pro-Tem: Alan McGraw

Place 1: Rufus Honeycutt

Place 2: Alan McGraw

Place 3: Joe Cliff ord*

Place 4: Carlos Salinas

Place 5: Scott Rhode*

*Denotes position up for election

Primary Elections: election in which 
registered voters in a jurisdiction select 
the candidates who will enter a subse-
quent election. They are used to select 
one candidate on each political party.

Primary Election Voting: March 7
City Elections: May 13
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European Bistro, 
Old Prague 
Market, Ireland’s 
Kingdom and 
Wordyisms are 
some of the 
businesses in 
downtown 
Pfl ugerville. The 
city’s downtown 
consists of Main 
St., Railroad Ave. 
and Pecan St.

Residential
Real Estate:

improving
quality

of life
Page 8
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TAKE A TEST DRIVE TODAY

You owe it to yourself and your wallet to visit Mazda South before you buy.
JUST SOUTH

OF HIGH
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 PRICES!

THIS IS JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF THE 
GREAT DEALS YOU’LL FIND
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ers met with city offi  cials and the Texas 
Department of Transportation, Feb.21, at 
Round Rock City Hall to discuss the pro-
posed closure of the McNeil exit on IH 35. 
Because of a concerned landowner, Anne 
Giddings, more than 200 citizens came to-
gether to organize a plan. To see ordinary 
citizens like Giddings work to bring atten-
tion to this project inspires others to speak 
up on issues that concern them.

Th ese citizens are working to make a 
signifi cant impact on the future of our 
community. Keep this in mind as we begin 
to elect local offi  cials. Our information 
will help you better understand how local 
government works, and you’ll be able to 
use this information as you need it. 

Th e last month 
has been a testament 
to citizens getting 
involved at the local 
level. Deanna Burleson 
started a quest to have 
a strip club project 
stopped near Pfl uger-
ville. Th e odds were 

against her, but her desire to make her 
community better proved that if we want 
change, we can make it happen. 

You may be wondering, “How do I get 
involved when I want change? Who do I 
call?” One of the goals for this issue was 
to bring the local city and county elected 
seats to light. We wanted to explore who 
the elected offi  cials are and what they do. 
We feel knowing this information will help 
our readers make better voting decisions 
and know who to call when they need 
help.

We teach our kids about how govern-
ment works in school, but remembering 

Making city improvements lies in residents’ hands
it once we leave the classroom is not a 
top priority until something that impacts 
us directly comes up. Community Impact 
Newspaper is a tool to help readers better 
understand their community. Knowing 
who the elected offi  cials are and what their 
jobs entail helps to understand how they 
can help when we need them. 

Deanna’s fi ght included the assistance 
of local elected offi  cials. District 50 State 
Representative Mark Strama and Travis 
County Commissioner Karen Sonleitner 
worked with Deanna and community 
leaders to begin discussions with the de-
veloper, Alex Bahrami. Bahrami informed 
Sonleitner’s offi  ce that he has elected to 
pull out of the land deal. 

When Deanna fi rst called me in early 
January, I felt there was little she could do. 
Th ere was nothing illegal about the strip 
club project – all the due diligence was 
done. Th e thing Bahrami didn’t count on, 
was an extraordinary act of citizenship. 

Concerned citizens and business own-
John Garrett
Publisher
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Round Rock Gardens opened in 2002, 
but the location has been a nursery since 
1970 when it opened as Murphy’s Nursery. 
For a short time in 1999, Wolfe 
Nursery took over, but for the 
last four years it has been Round 
Rock Gardens. 

“Because it has always been a 
nursery it helps people fi nd us,” 
owner Stephanie Ramert said. 
“Th is is such a friendly commu-
nity and we have been welcomed 
by new transplants as well as 
longtime residents.”

Stephanie and husband, Jeff  
moved to Round Rock from 
San Antonio in 1997 and both 
say they love gardening and this 
business.

“I’ve worked in a corporate 
environment for years and this is 
about as far away from sitting in a cubi-
cal as you can get,” Stephanie said. “It 
has been a welcomed change and I love 
gardening; I fi nd it to be relaxing and it’s a 
good workout, too.” 

Jeff  has been in the gardening busi-
ness for most of his life. His grandfa-
ther, George Wechsler owned Discount 
Nursery’s, a chain in San Antonio in the 
late ‘50s. As a young boy, he helped his 
grandfather around the store.

“I just helped loading and unloading 
trucks, literally learned from the ground 
up,” Jeff  said. “Not only do I enjoy it, I also 
like the fact that I get to use my busi-

ness degree, be the boss and interact with 
people.”

Th e nursery does not just provide 
gardening tools and plants,  but also gives 

shoppers and visitors a unique 
look into model trains.

Round Rock Gardens is the 
home for the Heart of Texas 
G-Gaugers, an organization for 
people with a common interest 
in model G-gauge trains. Greg 
Small owns Chisholm Station, 
a store inside Round Rock 
Gardens that sells model trains, 
tracks and supplies. 

“Greg supplied the track, 
Jeff  supplied the space, as well 
as gardening supplies and we 
supplied the labor and enthusi-
asm,” Charles Schwartz, Heart 
of Texas G- Gaugers President 
said. “We were all interested in 

getting this running and each had some-
thing to supply.”

Th e garden railway is a hobby, but also 
an undiscovered local attraction.

“Every time we run, kids of all ages 
come by to see the trains,” Schwartz said. 
“If I am there just gardening, usually 
someone will come by and ask if I can 
make the trains run.”

“Not only do I enjoy it, I also 
like the fact that I get to 

use my business degree, be 
the boss and interact with 

people.”
Jeff  Ramert, owner

Deep rooted nursery off ers more than just plants
BY MICHELLE DAVIS

901 Sam Bass Rd.
255-3353

1 Apply a pre-emergent 
herbicide or corn gluten meal 
(organic) to established lawns to 
help control summer weeds

2 Aerate the lawn in mid-
March and apply a top dressing 
compost

3 Prune and train vines

4 Cut back butterfly bushes to 
1/3 the size you want them to be 
this summer

5 Plant perennials, ground 
covers, vegetables

6 Divide perennials as needed 
before new growth advances too 
much

7 Fertilize established lawns 
with organic nitrogen

Gardening Tips

Take advantage of this Limited 
Time Offer. Call now & receive up 
to 5 MONTHS of FREE SERVICES!*

Enhance the performance and profitability of your business with The Bigger, Better,
Business Bundle from Road Runner Business Class. Its scalable high-speed
access and customized solutions can improve your productivity all in one package.

866.747.7249    866.74RRBiz
www.TWCCS.com

Receive a month of free services for each year of a term contract. May not be combined with any other offer. Limited time offer valid until March 31, 2006. Products and services not available in all areas. Does not include construction costs if needed. Other restrictions may apply. AU-ADB

• Teleworker Solutions
• Branch Office Connectivity
• Personal Security Suite
• Managed Storage
• Managed Security

• Broadband Access
• Video & Music Services
• E-mail Solutions
• Domain Name Services
• Static IP

A Full Suite of Business Solutions:
• Web Hosting
• Dedicated Access
• Metro Ethernet Solutions

Point-to-point
Point-to-multipoint

A Full Suite of Business Solutions:
• Teleworker Solutions • Broadband Internet Access • Web Hosting
• Brand Office Connectivity • Video & Music Services • Dedicated Internet Access
• Personal Security Suite • E-mail Solutions • Metro Ethernet Solutions
• Managed Storage • Domain Name Services  Point-to-point
• Managed Security • Static IP Point-to-multipoint
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30K      60K      90K

Code: CISM10

10% OFF
SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE
Services are based on your manufacturer’s 
recommended scheduled maintenance.
Note: No other discounts apply. Special diesel oil 
and special request oil and filter types may be extra. 
Plus filter disposal fee. Additional charges for shop 
supplies may be added. See store for details.
Offer Expires 3/31/06

$40 OFF

Code: CIBK2

STOP

With this coupon. Offer Expires 3/31/06

Any Brake
Service

DISC BRAKE SERVICE

$20 per Axle

Now in PFLUGERVILLENow in PFLUGERVILLE
ROUND ROCK     •     A Central Texas Original Since 1987      •     PFLUGERVILLE

Round Rock Locations:
We will match any local advertised price

on Goodyear, Dunlop or Republic Tires

LAMB’S
GUARANTEE

LAMB’S
GUARANTEE

Oil, Lube & Filter
Alignment Check
Tire Rotations
Vehicle Safety Check-Up

LIMITED TIME OFFER
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE

With Purchase of Two (2) 
OR Four (4) Tires

Note: *Change Engine Oil & Filter (up to 5 quarts of 
10W30 Castrol); Special diesel oil and special filter 
request oil and filter type will result in additional 
charges; *Plus filter disposal fee. *Alignment is extra 
if needed. * Applies to most cars and light trucks.
Offer Expires 3/31/06

LUBE, OIL, & FILTER
INCLUDES 4 WHEEL ROTATION

$1695
Note: Special diesel oil 
and special request oil and 
filter type may result in 
extra charges. Plus filter 
disposal fee.

Most Cars & Light Trucks.
With this coupon.Coupon Expires 3/31/06

Includes:
   • Drain oil & refill with up to
      5 quarts of Castrol 10w/30.
   • Install a new oil filter.
   • 4 Wheel rotation.
   • Lubricate chassis.

Code: CILOFR

Pflugerville Only

Now with 15 Austin Area Locations

15800 Foothills Farm @ 1825

670-2244
15800 Foothills Farm @ 1825

670-2244
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       New Restaurant, Retail and Spa
Plucker’s Wing Factory and Grill, an Austin 

founded restaurant specializing in buff alo wings, 
will be opening off  IH 35, March 20. Th e Wing 
Factory has two other Austin locations, but this 
will be its fi rst in Round Rock. Allen’s Boots and 
Spa Aloha will also be opening soon in the same 
center. 

      Games of Texas 2006
Round Rock has partnered with Cedar Park, 

Georgetown, Leander, Brushy Creek MUD, Fern 
Bluff  MUD and Williamson County to host the 
Texas Amateur Athletic Federation’s Games of 
Texas in July 2006 and July 2007. Th e seven day 
competition will bring more than 40,000 specta-
tors to the area and have an estimated economic 
impact of $10 million each year. Th e Games of 
Texas is the largest multi-sport event in Texas 
with 10,000 athletes competing. For more information, visit 
www.taaf.com/gamesoft exas.

       O’Connor Extension Open House
Th e Texas Department of Transportation and Wil-

liamson County will host an open house for the proposed 
extension of O’Connor Road at the Brushy Creek Com-
munity Center, 16318 Great Oaks Drive, Tuesday, March 7. 
All interested citizens are welcome to provide input, as well 
as verbal and written comments between the hours of 5 
p.m. and 8 p.m. All comments received by March 17 will be 
included in the offi  cial record of the Open House.

4

Impact Round Rock
1

News or questions about Round Rock? E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.

       New Retirement Living
Parkwood Meadows Gracious Retirement Living will 

open this summer. Th e new independent retirement living 
center off  Chisholm Trail across from Putt ‘n Funn will 
house 116 units. Th e new retirement center will have a bil-
liard room, library, craft  and activity room and an exercise 
room. For more information, call 255-0886.

       Women’s Business Expo
Th e Alternative Center for Hair Replacement for Men 

and Women will be hosting a Women’s Business Expo, 
Saturday, March 4 from 11 a.m.- 5 p.m. at the Kinningham 
Recreation Center on North Gattis School Rd. Half of all 
proceeds and all donations will go to the cancer society. 
Th ere will be live entertainment, booths and drawings. 
Contact Carolyn Maulde at 989-1122 for more information.

        Daff odil Days Festival
Th e Round Rock Senior Center Founda-

tion will host the 11th Annual Daff odil 
Days Festival Saturday, April 1 at the 
Round Rock Senior Center from 9 a.m.- 6 
p.m. Th ere will be arts and craft s vendors, 
music and festivities. For more informa-
tion, call Tanya Jackson at 218-5499 or 
visit www.rrdaff odilcapitaltx.com.

        New Salt Lick
A new Salt Lick restaurant will be built 

in Round Rock next to the Dell Diamond 
early next year. It will have weathered 
limestone, rock patios, windmills, split-
wood fences and a children’s play area. Th e 
owner, Scott Roberts, is also talking with 
Leander offi  cials to lease land there, as well. 

Th e barbecue restaurant has three locations in Texas; Drift -
wood, Davenport Village and Austin-Bergstrom Interna-
tional Airport.

        New Church
Hope Bible Fellowship moved to a new and larger home 

at the corner of Great Oaks and Stonebridge Dr. off  RM 
620. Th e property includes a 10,000 sq. ft . church facil-
ity on 3.5 acres of land. Th e church is in a community of 
more 15,000 families living within three miles. For more 
information, contact Pastor Tony Carr at 218-HOPE or 
visit www.hopebiblefellowship.com.
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We think your pool should be fun too!
Call or jump online today.

(512) 258 7379 www.oceanquest.com
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Family shares love of gardening with community
BY MICHELLE DAVIS

Tim Pfl uger remembers his 
grandmother, Alma Pfl uger, 
always working in her garden.  
His memories of this and his 
contentment in the garden led 
to a career.

“It’s the solitude of garden-
ing that I like,” Tim said. “It’s 
restful and relaxing for me and 
then there is being with the 
squirrels and the rabbits and 
lizards.”

He developed her love of 
gardening, earned his degree 
in horticulture from Stephen F. 
Austin State University and in 
1975 opened Green ’n Grow-
ing nursery. Th e nursery is 
on land that not only he farmed, but his 
father, grandfather and great grandfather 
before him, as well.

“Th is was just a bare fi eld, not a tree on 
the property, when we decided to open the 
nursery,” Tim said. “We’ve been here since 
before Pfl ugerville was really here when 
we were just a landscaping business.”

If the store at Green’n Growing looks 
old it’s because it is. When Pfl uger opened 
his business he had the parlor in his great 
grandfather’s house moved to serve as the 
store. Th e parlor is still the store and the 
greenhouse is made from the wood of the 

two barns that originally were 
on the Pfl uger farm.  

Green ‘n Growing’s longev-
ity in Pfl ugerville has created 
many loyal customers.

“We have a lot of great cus-
tomers,” Tim said. “We have 
customers who have been 
coming for 30 years, custom-
ers we’ve known since they 
were kids and customers who 
knew my daughter when she 
was up here in a playpen.” 

His wife, Rhonda, and 
daughter, Michelle, are both 
involved in the business. 

Rhonda proudly relates 
that Michelle was always an 
avid reader, reading almost 

anything, many of which were gardening 
books. 

Tim remembers that when Michelle was 
a child she began gardening and even had 
sections of her own that she planted, fertil-
ized and harvested.

 “Fortunately Michelle has helped us a 
lot. Between reading [about good garden-
ing] and becoming [an expert gardener], 
she was able to help customers since she 
was 12,” Rhonda said.  “She’s been able to 
help us on weekends since she was pretty 
young, worked part time and now is full 
time.”

“We have customers who 
have been coming for 30 

years, customers we’ve 
known since they were kids 
and customers who knew 

my daughter when she was 
up here in a playpen.”

Tim Pfl uger,
Owner

601 W. Pecan St.
251-3262

Perennial Hibiscus
Hamelia patens or Firebush

*Flame Anicanthus
Skull Cap 

Antique Roses
Leather leaf Mahonia

African Bulbine
Duranta or Skyfl ower

Loquats
*Anacacho Orchid Tree

*Texas Cross vine
*Four - nerve Daisy
Mexican Oregano

*Texas Mountain Laurel
* indicates a native plant

Employee Favorites
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Impact Pflugerville

News or questions about Pflugerville? E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.

       History Project Awarded Grant
The Friends of Pflugerville Community 

Library, a non-profit organization, was 
awarded a $3,000 grant from Humanities 
Texas to help with the Pflugerville Oral His-
tory Project: A Heritage to Remember. The 
Friends will collaborate with the Heritage 
House Partners, City of Pflugerville, the 
Pflugerville Community Library and the 
Pflugerville Genealogy Society to gather au-
dio and video interviews with residents who 
have lived in the area the past 50-98 years. 
For more information or to assist or donate, 
contact Mary Hines at 251-9185.

        New Pita House
The Greek Pita House, a Mediterranean 

restaurant, opened Jan. 7, at 15803 Wind-
ermere Drive, Ste. 204 in the Windermere 
Center. The pita house serves gyros, falafels and kebobs. 
Owner Zakia Benyoucef felt Pflugerville needed a good 
Greek restaurant that made everything from scratch. For 
more information, visit www.greekpitahouse.com.

Drop by Drop
The City’s Drop by Drop Landscape Program began 

Feb.1 and will run through June 1. The program is open 
to customers of the City’s water utilities. The Program was 
developed to reduce future demands on the water utility 
and to create low-maintenance landscapes. Applications 
are available at City Hall, 100 East Main, or at the Rec 
Center, 400 Immanuel Road. The first 100 residents to 
pick up an application will receive a free water conserva-
tion goody bag. For more information, call 251-5082.

        Ice Bats Flying North
The Austin Ice Bats will be moving their home games 

next season from the Travis County Expo Center to 
Chaparral  Ice Center off N IH 35 while they search for a 
permanent location. Chaparral Ice plans to improve their 
locker rooms, seating and concession areas for the move.

       Caregivers Golf Classic
The Faith in Action Second Annual Caregivers Golf 

Classic will be March 30 at Star Ranch Golf Course in 
Hutto off FM 685. Shotgun start will be at 1:30 p.m. The 
cost is $85 per person and $340 per team for range balls, 
golf, cart rental and a barbeque dinner. All proceeds will 
go to Pflugerville Caregivers. For more information or to 
register, call 538-1152 or visit www.main.org/pfcaregivers.

        New Animal Care Center
Hometown Animal Care Center is opening 

its second location off FM 685 in May. The ani-
mal care center will have two doctors on staff, 
Dr. Tom Sutton and Dr. David Weaver. It will 
be a full service veterinarian clinic with unique 
boarding for cats. For more information, call 
their Lakeline location at 258-1155.

    NeighborNet
The Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood 

Associations, PfCONA, is sponsoring Neigh-
borNet, a photo workshop to teach how to take 
photographs of Pflugerville. The workshop is 
limited to the first 30 people who sign up and 
will be March 4, at the Pflugerville Community 
Library and the cost is $10. For more informa-
tion or to sign up, call Clay Leben at 251-0200.

        Pflugerville’s First Tea House
Formosa Art Tea House opened Jan.15, in downtown 

Pflugerville behind El Rincon. Riva Chung opened the tea 
house and every third weekend hosts art activities, music, 
poems and recitals. The tea house offers high quality kung 
fu, herbal, oriental and jet teas. For more information, call 
989-8678.

        Hawk Hustle
The Hendrickson Hawk Hustle 5K Race/1K Fun Run 

will be March 4 at the Hendrickson High School Stadium 
at 2509 FM 685. The race begins at 4 p.m and ends with 
a sunset finish. Participants can come the day of the race 
between 2:30 and 3:45 p.m. to the stadium to sign up. To 
register before, call Tracy Rawls at 990-9406.
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Town center concept will enrich quality of life

BY CATHY KINCAID

Central Texas leaders 
address growth pressures

       Residential
           Real Estate 
                 in
          Pflugerville
           and
            Round Rock

It’s no secret that Central Texas is 
growing rapidly. Experts predict more 
than 1.5 million people will be moving 
into the area in the next 20-40 years. 
Both cities are taking active roles in 
planning residential development now 
to ensure a rich quality of life for its 
residents. A new model being considered 
in both Round Rock and Pfl ugerville is 
the town center.
Southwest Downtown Plan

According to Jim Stendebach, Plan-
ning Director, the town center concept 
is an ongoing point of interest for Round 
Rock.

“We have created a new zoning district 
we are calling the Southwest Downtown 
Center,” Stendebach said. “It involves 
conversion of existing homes into offi  ces. 
Eventually, though, there will be town-
houses and ground fl oor retail/upstairs 
residential properties built to accommo-

date a denser development of the area.”
Aft er a year and a half of ground-

work by the Planning Department and 
property owners, the city created a new 
zoning district which includes the area 
south of Round Rock Ave., east of IH35 
and west of Mays. Stendebach said that 
the fi nal development could take up to 
fi ve years to complete. 

“We also will be building a town 
center up by the University [Round Rock 
Higher Education Center] in the next 
two years,” Stendebach said. “Th ere’s 
a big, fl at plot of empty land out there 
which makes it easy to build on.”
What is a Town Center

Th e center will be geared for the stu-
dent atmosphere with shops and restau-
rants at the ground level and residential 
upstairs along with townhouses. 

Scott Polikov is the project manager 
for the University town center and a 
town planner for Gateway Planning. 
He is passionate about the town center 
concept. 

“Th e 600 acres located next to RRHEC 
will create a traditional mixed use center 

similar to what you fi nd around any 
major university such as Harvard or 
University of Texas.”

 Shops, restaurants, parkways, mixed 
use buildings are part of the community 
feeling Polikov describes when discuss-
ing town centers. 

“Just because a commercial area calls 
itself a town center,” Polikov said, “does 
not mean it is a town center. We create 
enduring, generational communities. To 
create a real town center takes years to 
develop, but it lasts through the cen-
turies. In a town center, people at any 
stage in life can live, play, shop in areas 
designed with walkways and easily acces-
sible to transit systems.”
Envision Central Texas

Jan.17, the Pfl ugerville city council 
hosted an event they called Choice or 
Fate, Th e future growth of Pfl ugerville. 
Th e meeting’s purpose was to allow 
citizens to join with the council to con-
tinue to explore the growth issues facing 
Pfl ugerville. 

John Langmore, board member of En-
vision Central Texas reviewed the ECT 

principles and the most recent SH 130 
Corridor progress. 

Envision Central Texas was formed 
in 2002 by regional leaders striving for a 
new approach to address the tremendous 
growth pressures for the Central Texas 
region of Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis 
and Williamson counties. 

In his presentation, Langmore stressed 
the need for community planning. He 
told the audience of 150 that ECT has 
identifi ed several areas of concern: 
the Austin area has the highest traffi  c 
congestion for a city its size in the U.S., 
urban sprawl is rampant, and there is a 
lack of regional planning and a need for 
stronger infrastructure.

Mayor Cat Callen, who serves on the 
ECT land and transportation committee 
along with Langmore supports the need 
for community and regional planning.

“We [city council] are utilizing the in-
formation and vision of the ECT,” Callen 
said. “We are in the process of choosing 
a consultant to help us develop a master 
plan for commercial development along 
the 130 Corridor.”
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R O U N D  R O C KP F L U G E R V I L L E

Up Close: Brookfi eld Glen Up Close: Enclave at Town Centre

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN PFLUGERVILLE

Wild Flower Estates
LOCATION: Immanuel Rd. and Killingsworth
OPENING SOON

The Commons at Rowe Lane
LOCATION: Rowe Lane and FM 685
BUILDER: Plantation Homes
OPENING: NOW

Alan’s Acres
LOCATION: Dessau Rd.
OPENING SOON
26 luxury apartments

Picadilly Estates
LOCATION: 1300 Grand Avenue Pkwy.
BUILDER: Picadilly Estates, Paul Inameti
PRICE: $329-823/ month
OPENING: Fall 2008

LOCATION: Dessau Rd
BUILDER: D.H. Horton
PRICE: from the $140s
OPENING: NOW

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN ROUND ROCK

Behren’s Ranch
LOCATION: RM 3406
BUILDERS: Village Builders, Newmark Homes, Meritage & Pulte Homes
PRICE: from the $200s
AMENITIES: Community pool, clubhouse, playscape
OPENING: NOW

Walsh Ranch
LOCATION: RM 3406 and Bend Drive
BUILDER: Highland, Taylor Woodrow,
Drees Custom Homes 
OPENING SOON

Creeks at Round Rock
LOCATION: Hwy 79
BUILDER: Morrison Homes
PRICE: from the $160s
OPENING: April

Residential Real Estate
A R E A  D E V E LO P M E N T  U P D AT E

LOCATION: Gattis School Rd.
BUILDER: Gehan Homes
PRICE: from the $140s
OPENING: NOW
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512-244-1995
Accepting New Patients
Same Day Appointments

Elbert R. David, M.D.
Flint K. DeShazo, M.D.
Christopher G. Putney, M.D.

James A. Boyd, M.D.
B. Keith Morrison, M.D.

Nichole M. Smith, P.A.-C

Board Certified in
Family Medicine

Practicing in Round Rock Since 1985
Adult Physicals • Sports Physicals • Adult Medicine  

Pediatric Care • In-Office Procedures and Lab
Cardiovascular Stress Testing

Wyoming Springs Medical Center
7200 Wyoming Springs Road, Suite 600

Round Rock, Texas 78681
512-244-1995

733-8600
•Hammertoes
•Ingrown & Fungal Toenails
•Bunions
•Heel Pain
•Complete Surgical and
  Non-Surgical Treatment
  of Foot Conditions

Non-Surgical Shockwave
Treatment for Heel Pain

Douglas J. Grimm,
DPM, FACFAS

Scott T. Pattison,
DPM, FACFAS

Offices in...Round Rock,
Georgetown, Lakeway, Taylor

Board
Certified*

*Certified in Foot Surgery, Diplomates, American Board of Podiatric Surgery

388-3313388-3313388-3313
J. René Ward, Broker/Owner

RoundRock Home
For SaleMLS#6945495

www.BestAgentsInTexas.com
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Newland Communities creates desirable, livable communities across the nation. For nearly four decades we have been creating a special
sense of community by bringing to life the unique history, culture and traditions of the land we develop.

322 Hidden Brook Lennar Homes 3/2 1,863
4416 Meadowside Lennar Homes 4/2.5 2,342
324 Hidden Brook Lennar Homes 4/2.5 2,342
533 Centerbrook Place Highland Homes 4/3 2,505
535 Centerbrook Place Highland Homes 4/2.5 2,831
1319 Ridgefield Loop Highland Homes 4/3.5 3,240

Address Builder BR /BA Price

AVAILABLE INVENTORYHomes $150s-$400s · teravista.com

See teravista.com to preview floorplans and inventory
From Austin: Take I-35 North, exit 1431/Chandler Rd. (#256) and turn right. 

Go 1.5 miles and turn left onto Teravista Club Dr.

REALTORS® Welcome
Prices, specifications and plans represent present intent of the developer and builders and are subject to change without notice.

HIGHLAND
HOMES

512-238-0600

LEGACY
HOMES

512-733-6060

LENNAR
HOMES

512-388-8224

TEXAS
BIG

512-238-7658

VILLAGE
BUILDERS

512-671-3600

Life comes together at Teravista. With miles of winding trails, a Resident’s Club
with swimming pool, tot splash pool, tennis, playscape, sand volleyball, 
fitness room and an 18-hole championship public
golf course, Teravista offers homes from some of
Austin’s most well-known builders. Teravista.
Where life comes together.

Where Life Comes Together.

TER-N6085_10x6.5  2/21/06  3:49 PM  Page 1

Homes $150s–$300s • falcon-pointe.com

I-35 N to Exit #247. 1825 through Pflugerville to FM 685. Left on 685,
3 miles. Right on Kelly Lane. Follow the Falcon Pointe signs.

Highland Homes
512-670-1518

Legacy Homes
512-670-3040

Texas Big 
512-670-3040

ADDRESS BUILDER BR/BA SQ. FT.
19408 Sunken Creek Pass Highland 3/2 1,875

19309 Stage Line Trail Highland 4/2.5 2,383

2401 Village View Loop Highland 4/2.5 2,692

19303 Sunken Creek Legacy 4/2.5 2,768

2105 Chincho Legacy 4/2 3,365

HURRY OVER to Falcon Pointe, Pflugerville’s only 
master-planned community.

Resort-Style Residents’ Club • Activities Director
Tennis and sports court/sand volleyball courts

Pocket parks/picnic areas • Hike and Bike pathways
On-site Pflugerville ISD schools • Austin’s most respected builders

See falcon-pointe.com to preview floorplans and inventory

There’s nothing
else like it.

Newland Communities creates desirable, livable communities across the nation. For nearly four decades we have been creating a special
sense of community by bringing to life the unique history, culture and traditions of the land we develop.

FP-N6303_10x6.5  2/21/06  4:44 PM  Page 1
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Round Rock - 78681            
3955 Grayling Lane                  
Agent: Janice Haecker (512) 632-1878

Round Rock - 78664 
4508 Harvey Penick Dr.
Agent: Marianne Iamiele (512) 691-6938

Pflugerville - 78660
15016 Plowshare Dr.
Agent: Becky & Ed Thurman (512) 691-6935

              4 Br./3/1 Ba.         
$229,000

4 Br./3/1 Ba.
$429,900

3 Br./2 Ba.
$132,000

Number of Sales  270  352
$189,638 $190,440

Month  

Average Price  

0-99k 23 31

Price Range 

July August January 2005

100-149k 92 100
150-199k 65 89
200-299k 59 89
300-399k 23 37
400-499k 6 5
500-749k 2 1

July August January 2005

Round Rock Homes Sold (thru January 2006) 

Number of Sales  136 143
$142,659 $138,654

Month  

Average Price  

0-99k 14 12

Price Range 

July August September

100-149k 74 87
150-199k 36 35
200-299k 12 9
300-399k 0 0
400-499k 0 0
500-749k 0 0

July August September

Pflugerville Homes Sold (thru January 2006) 

Data provided by Alamo Title Company (www.alamotitle-austin.com)

Residential
R E A L  E S TAT E  R E P O R T

Comparison

Comparison

152
$180,201

18
39
49
34
10
1
1

131
$142,853

7
80
33
11
0
0
0

261
$180,154

27

September

89
65
57
18
2
3

September

January 2005

January 2005

71
$129,458

11
44
14
2
0
0
0

January 2006

January 2006

175
$190,490

16
50
52
37
12
6
2

January 2006

January 2006

58
$149,237

3
29
20
6
0
0
0

November

November

December

December

110
$150,729

5
57
35
13
0
0
0

October

October

205
$187,595

19
69
51
44
16
3
3

December

December

210
$184,420

18
74
52
44
18
1
3

224
$190,657

14
72
58
53
24
2
1

October

October

102
$148,278

7
51
31
13
0
0
0

November

November

90
$151,101

3
44
33
10
0
0
0

Round Rock and Pflugerville Specialists
810 Hesters Crossing, Suite 100
Round Rock, TX 78681
512-255-1060
www.coldwellbankerunited.com
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K.C. Whetstone has lived in this area nearly 20 years.

K.C. Whetstone has sold over $500 million in real estate.

”Last year K.C.’s move up program saved us over $14,000 in commissions on
the sale of our home as a result of helping us on our new one.”
	 	 	 	 	 	 Tony & Leslie Glace • Chasco Construction

”We interviewed several agents to find one that had a proven track record of 
success, K.C. Whetstone was the clear front-runner meeting our requirements 
on all fronts- We hired a real pro.”
      Richard & Barbara Santos

	 	 	 	
Of the 7,000 + Realtors in the area, K.C. Whetstone was named a 
Top 10 Realtor in Central Texas by the Austin Business Journal

K.C. Whetstone’s exclusive move-up program saves his customers thousands
of dollars.  Whether your moving up to a larger home or downsizing, you 
owe it to yourself to talk to K.C. first.

kcwhetstone@aol.com

Our ”New Home” program in 
many cases allows the seller to pay 
0% commission to sell their home

Choose a Realtor who will
  Sell Your Home and
                 Save You Money

of

K.C. Whetstone • 431-1222
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R O U N D  R O C KH I S TO R I C A L  I M PA C TP F L U G E R V I L L E

William Bohls exemplifi ed the pioneer-
ing spirit of the Europeans who settled 
into the Pfl ugerville area.  When only 16, 
he stowed away on a ship from Olenburg, 
Germany arriving on the coast of Texas in 
1843. About a year later, his father, Diet-
rich, stepmother Anne and brother Henry 
arrived at the port city of Indianola near 
Galveston. 

Dietrich received 640 acres of land from 
the Fisher-Miller Land Grant, which was 
set up by the Republic of Texas to promote 
the settlement of Texas by Europeans from 
1842-1844.  Unhappy with this land, they 
soon moved to what is now the Rosewood 
area of Austin and fi nally bought land 
around Bee Caves and Highway 71.

William eventually moved away from 
the family to the Pfl ugerville area to begin 
farming on his own. He also served as a 

private in a Mounted Calvary 
Division during the Mexican 
American War. 

In 1852, William married 
Catherine Elizabeth Pfl uger and 
they began farming on land 
south of present day Immanuel 
Lutheran Church and built their 
house near Gilleland  Creek.  
Th ey had six sons and three 
daughters.

Th e area was still inhabited by 
Indians in the 1870s when Wil-

liam had a life-changing experience.  He 
and his stepbrother, Charles were down 
by the creek near his farm and noticed 
Comanche Indians riding toward them.  
Th ey crossed the creek at a shallow point 
and rode their horses along the creek 
forcing the Indians to remain on the other 
side since the creek was too deep for the 
Indians to cross.  

William felt like God had spared his life, 
and decided to donate fi ve acres of land 
for the building of a church. Immanuel 
Lutheran Church opened in 1874, with 
William as one of the charter members.  

William’s oldest son was Henry and his 
son, G.W. Bohls, built the home that now 
houses the Heritage House museum. In-
terviewed for this story were Clarence and 
Treldon Bohls, Harriet Bohls-Hocker and 
Janelle Bohls-Hebbe, fi rst cousins through 
Henry. Th eir great-great grandfather was 
William. 

Th e fi rst two graduates of the Round 
Rock Academy in 1870 were Joe Hardin 
and his brother, John Wesley (Wes) 
Hardin.  While visiting his brother, Wes, 
then 17, attended class for only one day, 
took the fi nal exam along with his brother, 
passed the test and was granted a diploma 
by the school master, J.C. Lundrum.

Even before he came to Round Rock in 
1870, Hardin’s 
violent nature 
had already 
surfaced. 

In 1867, 
when he was 
14, he stabbed 
and killed a 
youth during 
a school yard 
squabble.  
Th e next year, 
in Polk County, he shot and killed a man 
as a result of a chance meeting and an 
argument.  He was arrested and claimed 
that he killed three Union soldiers who 
sought to take him to justice for the Polk 
County shooting.

In 1871, Hardin decided to ride as a 
cowboy up the Chisholm Trail. En route, 
he killed seven people and three upon 
arrival in Abilene, Kansas.  He reportedly 
befriended legendary marshal Wild Bill 
Hickok, but fl ed town aft er an incident in 

Pioneer helps build Immanuel Lutheran
COMPILED BY JIM DAWSON which Hardin killed a man by fi ring shots 

through a hotel wall to stop the man from 
snoring.

Hardin fi nally settled down long enough 
to marry Jane Bowen in 1872 and fathered 
a son and two daughters, but was soon in 
trouble again in 1874. On his 21st birthday, 
while visiting in Comanche, he shot 
Charles Webb, deputy sheriff  of Brown 
County.

Hardin was constantly pursued in Texas.  
He fl ed to Florida with his family, adding 
one certain and fi ve possible names to 
his death list before being captured by 
the Texas Rangers on a train in Pensicola, 
Florida.

Hardin was tried in Comanche and 
sentenced Sept. 28, 1878, to 25 years in 
prison. 

During this time he made repeated 
eff orts to escape, read theological books, 
led Sunday School classes and studied law.  
On March 16, 1894, he was pardoned by 
Governor Jim Hogg, and was admitted to 
the bar to practice law.

Hardin moved to El Paso and 
established a law practice and despite 
eff orts to lead a decent life was killed 
in the Acme Saloon by Constable John 
Selman, on August 19, 1895, thus ending 
the life of “Th e meanest man in Texas.”  He 
had more than forty notches on his gun. 
To know more, read Life of John Wesley 
Hardin as Written by Himself available at 
amazon.com.

John Wesley Hardin: criminal and lawyer

BY CHRISTOPHER KINCAID

Choose from our 3 Medical Health Plans:
Senior Select • Senior Preferred • Senior Preferred Plus

Protect yourself with our Medicare Drug Plans:
SeniorCare Rx • SeniorCare Rx Enhanced

You’ve lived the good life all these years.

Retirement can bring many changes, but 
settling for reduced medical coverage doesn’t
have to be one of them. With Scott & White
Health Plan SeniorCare products, you’ll have
access to a premier network of physicians
and personalized service from a name Texans
have trusted for more than 100 years.

Why should you stop now?

Call today! 1- 800-758-3012

*A State-Certified and Medicare Approved Health
Maintenance Organization with a Medicare Cost Contract

**Anyone with Medicare may apply

SC-AD-M-8/05-rev              TTY (254) 724-2832 •  Mon – Fri  8 am – 5 pm  •  www.swhp.org              H4564
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Councilman discusses inner 
workings of city government

ABC Medical Center
Superior Medical Care for 

Adults, Babies and Children

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD
Pediatrics

APPOINTMENTS ARE 
CURRENTLY BEING SCHEDULED
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00
Accepting Most Insurance

35

Gattis School
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ABC Medical
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•Get Your Family, School & 
  Sports Physicals

310-9700

•Well Child Care
  Includes All Immunizations

5 Highland Terrace, Round Rock

Pediatrics

310-9700

Sandra Esparza, MD
Family Practice

Ramon Esparza, MD

Sandra Esparza, MD Come See Our New Location!

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Commercial Real Estate 
Leasing & Sales / Commercial / Industrial / Property Mgmt. 
Serving Williamson and Travis Counties & Surrounding Areas 

1000 N. IH-35 Suite A 
Round Rock, TX 78681 

PHONE:  512-255-3000 
FAX:  512-310-0441 

EMAIL:  info@donquick.com 

A full service real estate company, operating since 1967 
Sales of Raw Land, both improved and unimproved tracts 
Sales of Retail Buildings and Centers, Shopping Centers, Light 
Industrial Buildings, Warehouses, and Office Buildings 
Buyer and Seller representation 
Professional property management services provided by  

      D. Quick Commercial Management, Inc. 
Management services include, the overseeing of repairs and  

      construction, negotiating leases, collecting rents and preparing     
      monthly and annual reports for the owners and their accountants. 

Let Don Quick & Associates, Inc. or D. Quick Commercial  
      Management, Inc. help you with your next investment! 

Don Quick Darren Quick Brent Campbell Dan Carlson 

their precinct. Th is year Precincts 2 and 4 
are up for election in every county. 

City council members and the mayor 
serve three-year terms and are elected 
by the city. Th e mayor pro-tem is a city 
council member 
chosen annually by 
the city council. Th e 
mayor and council 
members are not 
full-time staff  and 
do not get paid, but 
serve outside their 
regular jobs. 

Carlos Salinas was 
elected to the Round 
Rock City Council 
in May 2005. He 
describes his participation as a serious 
personal investment.

“I was involved in so many community 
organizations, and I felt a strong obliga-
tion to get involved in city government,” 
Salinas said. “We deal with transportation 
issues, city services, planning and making 
sure the city is economically effi  cient.”

Aside from attending bi-monthly city 
council meetings, Salinas thinks that by 
being a councilman, he has learned the 

“We deal with 
transportation issues, city 

services, planning and 
making sure the city is 
economically effi  cient.”

Carlos Salinas, Round Rock
councilman

inner workings of the city government and 
gained a better understanding of the city.
Campaigning

Williamson County Attorney Jana Duty 
ran and won the election for county at-
torney in 2004, beating the incumbent of 

12 years. 
“Everyone told me 

that I couldn’t run 
against an incum-
bent,” Duty said at 
the Round Rock 
Chamber’s Women’s 
Luncheon, Feb. 14. 
“But, I really wanted 
to make some 
changes.”

Th e county 
attorney’s offi  ce is re-
sponsible for all Class 

C off enses, adult misdemeanor crimes, 
victims of family violence and hot checks. 

As far as advice for candidates running 
for any election, Duty said that the key to 
winning and campaigning is listening to 
the experts and the citizens.

“If you ever want to know how you are 
doing politically, go knock on people’s 
doors,” Duty said. “Th ey are honest with 
you and will tell you exactly what they like 
and don’t like.”

What is the Commissioner’s Court?
The Commissioner’s Court is the overall governing and management body responsible for all 
budgetary decisions and setting the tax rate each year. Other duties include establishing a courthouse 
and jail, building roads and bridges, assuring the safe-keeping of land and city records, providing law 
enforcement through the County Sheriff , administering County public welfare and health services, 
holding elections and issuing bonds.

County Judge: chairman of the court and is elected by county voters every four years

County Commissioners: four members elected by voters within precinct every four years

Travis County 
Commissioner’s Court

County Judge: Sam Biscoe

Precinct 1: Ron Davis

Precinct 2: Karen Sonleitner

Precinct 3: Gerald Daugherty

Precinct 4: Margaret Gomez

Williamson County
Commissioner’s Court

County Judge: John Doerfl er

Precinct 1: Lisa Birkman

Precinct 2: Greg Boatright

Precinct 3: S. Thomas McDaniel

Precinct 4: Frankie Limmer

Lisa Birkman
Williamson County Commissioner Precinct 1

Karen Sonleitner
Travis County Commissioner Precinct 2

We are delighted to introduce Angie Moore as our 
newest ERA Sales Associate.  As an Austin native 
and a current Round Rock  homeowner, Angie is 
familiar with the area and understands what it takes to 
buy and sell property. With over 12 years experience 
in sales and marketing, she knows the importance of 
blue ribbon service and marketing to get results.  

Call today for a FREE market analysis on your home.

We Will Sell your House, 
or ERA will Buy It! 

Angie MooreAngie Moore
297297--55345534

Commissioner’s Salary: ~ $70,000 Commissioner’s Salary: ~ $79,000
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Deke Kittrell
Financial Consultant
301 Congress Ave., Ste. 100
Austin, TX 78701
512-472-6852
Deke.Kittrell@agedwards.com

  YOU GOT SUN?
      WE GOT SHADE!

We install...
    • Build to match and 

     aluminum patio covers
  • Lattice shade arbors
  • Wide view screen rooms
  • Sun rooms & Moving
     window walls
  • Room additions

Call us today for a FREE no 
obligation estimate and a 

chance to win a Russell Glass 
Gas Patio Fire Pit. ($500 value)

Serving Georgetown, Round Rock, Pflugerville for over 15 years!

(512) 930-4295
www.russellglass.com

City Council: composed of fi ve to six members 
and a mayor all elected at large
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Mayor
Nyle Maxwell

2005-2008

Mayor Pro-Tem
Alan McGraw

2004-2007

Ted Williamson
2005-2007

Carlos Salinas
2005-2008

Rufus Honeycutt
2005-2008

Scott Rhode
2003-2006

Joe Cliff ord
2003-2006

Mayor
Cat Callen
2004-2007

Mayor Pro-Tem
Chuck Larosche

2003-2006

Mark Gladney
2005-2008

Bruce Wood
2005-2008

Kurt Reece
2004-2007

Duane Blakeslee
2003-2006

If you live in Pfl ugerville,
 you should know these people:

Texas U.S. Representatives
Congressional House District 10: Michael McCaul

Congressional House District 31: John Carter

Texas State Senators
Senate District 5: Steve Ogden

Senate District 14: Gonzalo Barrientos

Texas State Representatives
House District 46: Dawnna Dukes

House District 50: Mark Strama
House District 52: Mike Krusee

Texas State Board of Education Member
District 10: Cynthia Thornton

If you live in Round Rock,
 you should know these people:

Texas U.S. Representatives
Congressional House District 10 (78664): Michael McCaul

Congressional House District 31(78664,78681): John Carter

Texas State Senators
Senate District 5 (78664, 78681): Steve Ogden
Senate District 14 (78664): Gonzalo Barrientos

Texas State Representatives
House District 20 (78664, 78681): Dan Gattis

House District 50 (78664): Mark Strama
House District 52 (78664, 78681): Mark Krusee

Texas State Board of Education Member
District 10: Cynthia Thornton

People to Know

All seats up for re-election in November
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New tollway forces IH 35 ramps to close permanently 

BY MANDY HOBBY

Th e Texas Department of 
Transportation will be permanently 
closing exit 252A of IH 35, McNeil Road, 
along with three other ramps, at the end 
of this year because of limited space for 
weaving traffi  c that will occur when SH 
45N is completed. 

“I am not going to leave you with 
unrealistic expectations tonight,” TxDot 
engineer Bob Daigh told a room of 250 
citizens in the Round Rock City Hall 
auditorium, Feb. 21. “Th e four ramps must 
be closed for safety reasons.”

Th e decision to close the ramps was 
made in 2002, but residents and businesses 
aff ected by the closings are only now 
learning of the proposed changes and 

hope to be able to strike a compromise 
with offi  cials.

“We have got a problem and we need 
TxDot to help us fi x this,” Anne Giddings, 
landowner and resident, said. “We want to 
keep it open and they are listening to us.”

Landowner Bob Edwards contacted 
Giddings in January aft er he discovered 
the closure in the notes of a city hearing 
held April 2002. Th ey both then began 
going around to businesses and sending 
out e-mails to inform the community. 
Giddings said that only four of the 42 
businesses knew about the closing.

Landowners like Giddings and Edwards 
are worried that their property value will 
decrease and businesses fear a decrease in 
sales. 

Pluckers Wing Factory will be opening 
right off  of the current McNeil exit March 
20. Owner David Paul said that he might 
have changed his mind about moving to 
Round Rock if he knew of the closure 
ahead of time.

“We are a destination restaurant,” Paul 
said. “If people have to exit 251, that is a 
longer drive and we end up losing business 
over time.” 

Giddings said that the City of Round 
Rock has been trying to fi ght the closure 
since the 2002 hearing.

 “We are limited because TxDot will do 
what TxDot wants to do,” Tom Martin, 
Round Rock director of transportation, 
said. “We have been arguing with them for 
the past four years.”

In a meeting held at Outback 
Steakhouse, Feb. 8, more than 200 

residents and 25 business owners asked 
questions and rallied support. Th e 
residents raised concerns about the 
amount of traffi  c the closing of these 
ramps would add to the 1325 and 620 exits 
going north off  IH 35. 

“Th e intersection at FM 1325 is already 
backed up,” Karen Felthauser, Round Rock 
West resident, said. “Th is [closure] is just 
going to make it worse.”

McNeil is not the only exit changing 
because of the tollway. Th e City of Round 
Rock is planning $10 million worth of 
improvements for the bridge at Hester’s 
Crossing. Th ey will be widening the bridge 
to four lanes and adding a turnaround for 
southbound IH 35 travelers. Th e bridge 
will decrease to two lanes for 6-9 months 
while under construction. For more 
information, visit www.texastollways.com.

Texas Department of Transportation’s news of no compromise 
strikes controversy with business owners and residents

What landowners, businesses and offi  cials are saying:
Sean Greenberg
Co-Owner, Pluckers Wing Factory
“People are going to go where 
it is easiest to go. Retailers like 
myself pick locations for certain 
reasons and I would have 
defi nitely considered changing 
my location had I known about 
these ramp closures.”

John Carter
Congressman, District 31
“I believe there is a way to solve 
the problem. I have sat in the 
same traffi  c that we are anticipat-
ing. There are a lot of regulations 
locked in stone and some issues 
on traffi  c can’t be resolved.”

Bob Edwards
Landowner
“1325 is the only ramp until you 
reach the 620 exit. One can only 
imagine the kind of traffi  c there 
will be when it is already backed 
up now at 3:45.”

Terry Myers
Kaleidoscope Toys owner
“I am concerned about the wid-
ening of the bridge at Hester’s 
Crossing. They need to leave one 
lane open either way while con-
structing it so people can still get 
through.”
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I-35

Business 35 Exit Ramp
CLOSED Permanently

Hester’s Crossing 
Entrance Ramp
CLOSED Permanently

1325 Entrance Ramp
MOVED North

Business 35 Exit Ramp 
MOVED North

McNeil Entrance Ramp
CLOSED Permanently

McNeil Exit Ramp
CLOSED Permanently
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N NEW CITY PROJECT:
IH-35 AT HESTERS CROSSING

New extention will directly connect 
Hesters Crossing to Dell Way.

Hesters Crossing bridge expansion
will increase lane count and adds a
turnaround

Transportation Report
R O A D  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D AT E

ABOVE: The Texas Department of Transportation will be closing four ramps and relocating 
two ramps on North IH 35 at the end of this year. The McNeil exit and entrance ramps will be 
closed, as well as the Hesters Crossing entrance ramp and the Business 35 exit ramp. TxDot 
engineer Bob Daigh explained at a meeting held at Round Rock’s City Hall auditorium, Feb. 
21., that the ramps must be closed for the safety of drivers because of weaving traffi  c that will 
occur when SH 130 is built. The new tollway will be adding direct connectors or fl yovers that 
require additional road space. 

BELOW: The City of Round Rock will be using monies collected from sales tax to fund a $10 
million expansion at the Hesters Crossing intersection. They will be adding two lanes and a 
turnaround to alleviate traffi  c that will occur because of the closing of the four ramps on IH 35. 
Along with widening the Hesters Crossing bridge, they will also be connecting South Mays to 
Dell Way as soon as construction on the SH 130 is completed. Construction for the new tollway 
is expected to be fi nished earlier than planned. The City plans to begin work sooner at the new 
intersection at the request of worried citizens and business owners.
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N E I G H B O R H O O D  D I N I N G

901 Round Rock Ave.
671-7925

BY JIM DAWSON

Gumbo’s is housed in one of the oldest 
buildings in Round Rock.  Built in 1848 
as a stage depot on the crest of a hill 
overlooking Brushy Creek, it has evolved 
into one of the best fi ne dining restaurants 
in the area.

Th e original Gumbo’s was opened by 
husband and wife team, Michael and Yoli 
Amr in May 1994 on Bratton 
Lane. It became popular with its 
simple menu serving excellent, 
moderately priced Cajun cuisine. 
Current Chef David Gore came 
on board in 1995. 

Th e restaurant moved to 
its present location in 1998, 
only this time as a fi ne dining 
establishment. Shuler and Denise 
Page purchased Gumbo’s in 
November 2005, keeping Gore 
to ensure the same recipes 
and retaining the great service 
that has made this a successful 
restaurant. 

Th e intimate dining area of 
20 tables and the glassed-in kitchen meld 
together so diners can watch and, more 
importantly, smell the many aromas as 
Gore and staff  perform their magic.

For dinner appetizers, we sampled the 
Oysters Rockefeller. ($11.95) Th is classic 
of oysters in spinach, Pernod, topped with 

fried oysters and grated parmesan is a 
lovely mix of fl avors and textures.  

Of course, there’s the Gumbo.  Th eir 
signature dish is thick and rich with your 
chosen variety, be it Crawfi sh, Chicken & 
Jalapeno Sausage or my favorite, Seafood. 
($5.50)  Th ese can also be ordered by the 
bowl for an entree. ($10.50)

Th e Almond Goat Cheese Salad tossed 
in bacon dressing and garnished with 
cinnamon brandy apples ($5.95) will 
cleanse your palate while the aromas 
waft ing from the kitchen foretell of the 
true culinary experiences to come.

I rarely order beef in a restaurant, 

reserving this meal for my own backyard 
expertise, but this is one place where 
I make an exception. Gumbo’s serves 
tenderloin six diff erent ways. To create the 
Tenderloin St.George ($31.95), Chef Gore 
starts with Black Angus beef, blackened 
with Cajun herbs and spices, tops this 
with sautéed crabmeat, scallions and a 
béarnaise sauce, and serves it over a red 

wine pepper sauce creating a 
magnifi cent combination of 
fl avors.

Th e St.George can also be 
prepared with the fi sh of the 
day. ($17.95)  Combining all 
these toppings with a fi sh fi llet 
off ers a lighter entree.

Another popular Gumbo’s 
entree is the Almond-Crusted 
Chicken.  It is pan-sauteed, 
served over chicken jus and 
topped with sautéed crabmeat. 
($16.95)  

All entrees are served with 
dirty or white rice, chef ’s 
potatoes or the vegetable of 

the day.
Gumbo’s has a very respectable wine list 

to compliment any dinner choice.  
Lunch is served weekdays featuring 

many of the dinner items plus Big Easy 
Salads and great Poboy sandwiches.

Louisiana style fi ne dining in historical location

In 1848 John and Susie 
Harris built the stage depot 
that is now the home of 
Gumbo’s Restaurant. The inn 
served the stagecoaches 
that carried mail and 
passengers to and from 
Brownsville and Salado.

The inn was reportedly 
visited by such notable 
characters as John Wesley 
Hardin, fastest gun in the 
West; Sam Bass, whose last 
bank robbery was in Round 
Rock; and Soapy Smith, the 
most notorious “confi dence” 
man of the day.

Now Open in Hutto!Now Open in Hutto!

The Story Behind 
the Building

Investment Real Estate Goldmine!

Sam Trantham
President/Principal

Office (512) 996-9085 ext. 304
Cell (512) 633-4159
Email: sam@commitmentmortgage.net
www.commitmentmortgage.net

Call For
Information

(512)338-0404

North Austin, 34 Units, Cash Cow, 
100% Occupied, Creative Financing 

($35,250/unit) $1,195,000
Lynn 512-923-1146

Investors OK 100% Financing 2 Story 
4 bd-2 1/2 ba, liv, 2 din, Game room, 

Island Kitchen 2085 SF, North $157,900 
We represent Buyers 512-338-0404

Brand new duplexes, 3 bd, 2 1/2 ba, 
bright open plans, rear garage 2500+SF, 
100% financing available $249,900 We 

represent Buyers 512-923-1146

100% Financing, Investors or Occu-
pant-Single story, 3-2-2 Island Kitchen, 

North $133,500 We represent Buyers
512-338-0404

4-plexes (Package of 3) all 2 bd, 1 ba. 
South Austin, Manchaca-Stassney near 

new Austin Community College, buy 1 or all 
$249,000 each 512-923-1146

North Austin Duplex, 2 bd-1 ba each 
side, large corner lot, 1 story great 

location 512-338-0404

Builder Closeouts; Investors OK 
100% Financing Deep Discounts

2 Story family home, 4 bd, 2 1/2, 
gamerm, study+liv, 2 din, 2344 sf, North 

$149,680 512-338-0404

21 Unit Apartment walking Distance to 
Downtown Austin and the University of Texas. 

We represent Buyers-$62,000 NOI per listing 
agent. $935,000

Lynn 512-923-1146

70 Unit Apartment mix of 1-3 
bedrooms, Located near Highland Mall 

and near downtown Austin and U.T. 
two complexes combined and both 

only $2,575,000 We represent Buyers
512-923-1146
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Finance
H O W  TO  G E T  A  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  LO A N

Thinking about an SBA Loan?  Well, before you 
go to your banker you should assemble a business 
plan, financial projections and seek professional 
advice. 

The business plan and financial projections are 
used to initially answer the questions about how 
much money is needed, the intended purpose 
of the money, and how the money is going to be 
repaid.  The business plan will also include entity 
selection and tax implications.  

I recommend seeking professional advice early 
to assist you in developing a business plan and 
compiling financial projections.  This professional 
relationship will be very useful once you have 
closed the loan and need future assistance in other 
areas of your business.

“

”

Brad Van Houten, 
CPA Partner

Shelton, Van Houten & Morrison, 
CPAs, LLP, Round Rock Starting a new business can be a difficult task.  

We decided to set up my oral surgery practice and 
my wife’s pediatric dentistry practice as one corpo-
ration.  Then we went about securing a single loan 
for the corporation.

After meeting with several banks we found the 
SBA loan was the best for us.  The bank will re-
quire a business plan showing the expenses for the 
business and the projected revenue.  It is helpful if 
you have an existing history to the business.

We were able to secure an SBA loan providing 
10 percent down to finance the loan.  The con-
ventional loans we looked at required a higher 
percentage to fund the loan.  Our interest rate 
was a floating rate based on prime.  We have since 
refinanced our loan as a conventional loan to 
lock into a lower interest rate as prime started to 
increase.

“

”

Steven Bookmyer 
DDS, MD

Bookmyer Dentistry, Round Rock
Banks assist small businesses in acquiring the 

funding they need that may not be available to 
them through conventional banking.  Advantages 
of an SBA loan can include a longer payback term 
and a lesser capital injection.  

The potential borrower would provide the 
bank with a loan request, a business plan, 
income projections, and current financials 
on both the individual and the business.  The 
bank would review the loan request and make 
its recommendation and request to the Small 
Business Administration.

Upon approval the bank provides the funding 
and the ongoing support for the growing business.  
First Texas Bank has provided SBA financing for 
various types of businesses including a dentist 
office, and an exercise gym.  

“

”

Janice Heath
Vice President

First Texas Bank, Pflugerville

Discover the tax benefits of Wells Fargo
IRAs and Home Equity accounts.

A Wells Fargo banker can show you a full range of IRAs and home
equity accounts that may be able to help you bring down your tax
bill. Meanwhile, don’t forget to visit our online Tax Center, where
you can download tax forms and find tax filing tips that will help
you prepare for this year and make better decisions for the future.
Why wait for someday? Talk to a Round Rock Wells Fargo banker
today. Call 794-2710 or 344-8311.

Consult your tax adviser regarding eligibility of tax benefits.
Wells Fargo does not provide tax advice.
© 2006 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

97861

10x6.5

4C

wellsfargo.com

97861 10x6.5 4C  2/20/06  9:47 AM  Page 1



MARCH   200620 ImPACTNEWSPAPER .COM

businesses. She has also learned to adapt 
to the community’s needs.

“When I fi rst opened this store I sold 
high-end antiques and furniture, but I 
soon realized that this community wasn’t 
looking for that,” she said. “Th e people in 
this town are young married couples want-
ing something aff ordable.”

Along with catering to the community’s 
demographics, Kendziorski believes that 
her longevity is due to the quality and 
originality she off ers.

“People can take home something at a 
good price and good quality that lasts for-
ever,” Kendziorski said. “My furniture isn’t 
particle board that will break in a month 
and then force you to buy a new one. It is 
oak or mahogany that you can pass down 
to your kids.”
Room for Everyone

One new development to downtown 
Pfl ugerville is Jagged Edge Salon. It 
opened four months ago off  Main St., just 
seconds away from Pecan St. Antiques. 
Owner Brandie Cabral saw the need for 
an upscale salon in downtown Pfl ugerville 
to cater to residents who typically go into 
Austin.

“Some of our clients stopped going to 
Austin to come here,” Cabral said. “Th e 
commute is easier and they like how we 
work as a team.”

Historic Infl uence
Owner Kristen Schneider of Keria Teas 

also attracts residents to historic down-
town Round Rock through specialty teas. 

“We didn’t want to be in a box-cutter 
location because we are one-of-a-kind,” 
Schneider said. “Th ere is no other master 
tea blender in the area and we were one of 
the fi rst tea houses ever in Central Texas.”

Th e tea house opened in November 
2004 and off ers more than 125 loose leaf 
teas from all over the world. According to 
Schneider, the long history of tea parallels 
the meaning of historic downtown Round 
Rock.

“People here are very proud of Round 
Rock’s history and how it is kept alive 
through its downtown,” Schneider said. 
“Th e history of tea is also very long and 
important to its meaning.”
City & Chamber Support

Th e City of Pfl ugerville also supports 
downtown businesses. Th e City posted a 
new business directory on their Web site 
in February.

Th e Pfl ugerville Chamber of Commerce 
board chair, Gregg Miller, has met twice 
with Pfl ugerville’s Downtown Business As-
sociation to bring the two groups together 
to help Pfl ugerville’s businesses.

“Th e more vibrant the downtown busi-
ness scene is, the more successful our cur-
rent businesses will be,” Miller said. “Th e 
Chamber’s goal is to make sure downtown 
business thrives.”

Board Certified Physicians
Pediatrics to Geriatrics

512.252.1505

Shane Keller, MD
Family MedicineGwendolyn Miller, MD

Internal Medicine

Tinseltown
Theatre

I-
35

Grand Avenue Pkwy.
Austin

Park N Pizza

Same Day Appointments

1615 Grand Ave. Pkwy • Suite 112 (In Grand Ave. Center 1) • Pflugerville, Tx 78660

www.parkwayprimarycare.com

Care for All Ages
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

• Health Maintenance / Preventive Care • Urgent Illness/Injury
• Annual Physical • Geriatric Assessment • Women’s Healthcare

• Immunizations • Pediatric Care

512.251.7600
www.dogboys.com

Boarding, Training and Doggy Day Care
on 15 acres in Pflugerville. DogBoy’s is an all 
spayed and neutered kennel.  Reservations
and initial evaluation required. 

Book Now for 
Summer Vacation!

Adapting to city ensures longevity
CONTINUED FROM | 1

Adam’s Gift Shop   Patsy and Buddy Crossly  1976
Main Street Grill     701 Management   1999
Main Street 101   Mike and Elsa Zambrano  1998
Louisiana Longhorn Café   Ray and Melinda Overstreet  2002
Silk Cocoon   Ginger Huggins   2004
Beyond the Red Door  Tressie Dillinger   2005
Envy    Mary Pelton   2002
City Jeans of Texas   Luis and Edda Rivera   2004
Keria Teas    Steven and Kristin Schneider  2004
The Party Image   Mariann Bedard   2005
Turner’s Furniture   Ed Turner    1989
Kelly Cleaners   Kelly’s Cleaners   1975
Hole in the Wall   J.D. Torian, CEO   2004
Soleil Floors   Stephanie and William Hendricks 2004
Snap Dragon Flowers  Shirley Inman   1986

Periwinkles   Joann Champion   2001
Bell Cleaner   Jeremy Gamble   1992
PF Tech    Irving Hsieh   2005
Wordyisms   Jean Garlick   1999
Pfl ugerville Country Gift Gallery Britta Herzog   2006 
Flowers n Frills   Carolyn Graf and Sherry Randig 2000
Hanover’s Draught Haus  David Hayes   1999
El Rincon    Consello Leos   1991
Old Prague Market   W.C. and Barbara Kolinek  1995
EV Hernandez Photography  EV Hernandez   2001
European Bistro   Anni Zovek   2002
Knebel’s Tavern   Lynell Knebel   1983
Granny’s Kitchen   Peter and Jeanne Harvey  2006
All God’s Creatures   Lisa Delgado   1997
Pecan St. Antiques   Vicky Kendziorski   1996
Pecan St. Deli   James Akin   2000
Lone Star Espresso   Heather Strosser   2004
Formosa Art and Tea House  Riva Chung   2006
Yates Repair   Bill Yates    1997
Frost and Lawrence Interiors  Carolyn Frost Hiza   1997
The Trophy Place   Bob Hawkins   1988
Lori’s Hair and Nails   Keith Nguyen   2002
Princess Craft Campers and Trailers P.J. Buerger   1968
Puppie Luv   Dana Brown   1997
Bandidos    Pascual Lara   2005
El Michoacano   Cardino Rova   2005

P� ugerville Downtown Retail & Restaurants

Round Rock Downtown Retail & Restaurants

STORE    OWNER(S)   OPENED

Health Insurance Costs Rising?
Questions about HSAs, HRAs?

Individual and Group Health Insurance

Austin Brokerage Company
Since 1980

There are Solutions - We can help

info@austinbrokerage.com • (512) 835.9439
Recognized by thge Austin Business Journal as a leading Employment Benefit Agency for the past three years
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Historical backgrounds  guide long-time realtors
BY KATHY LESKO

The Quick family history is typical of the Texas Swedish immigrant 
families.  In 1885, Oscar Edward Quick came to Round Rock from 

Jonkoping, Sweden, as a sponsored worker by the Nelson/Avery family and 
six years later, registered his cattle brand “OQ” with Williamson County.  
Today, great-grandson Don Quick shares his memories and history of Round 
Rock with potential residents and business owners to the area through his 
commercial real estate brokerage, Don Quick & Associates, Inc. “Leadership in 
our family was a very important factor in making a contribution to society. I 
hope I have a bit of this spirit in serving my customers in the commercial real 
estate business.”  

On July 4th, you won’t have a problem fi nding a Pfl uger in Pfl ugerville.  Th ere 
are usually about 300 of them, milling about at the family’s annual reunion 

in the town that bears their name. “It really is incredible when you realize that our 
ancestors basically packed up what little they had and sailed into Galveston from 
Germany,” says John Pfl uger, a sixth-generation descendent and the driving force 
behind John Pfl uger Realty. 

“I think they would enjoy [seeing Pfl ugerville today] when you think about their 
life because they felt it would be better than Germany or they would not have 

left . For this reason, I feel that we should all be thankful.” 

Q  What are the biggest changes you’ve seen in Round Rock in the past � ve to ten years?
A  The biggest change has been the establishment of Round Rock as a “college town,” due to 
the addition of the Round Rock Higher Education Center through Texas State University.

Q  How do you work with long-time landowners who may be deciding whether or not to sell 
their farm land?  
A We consult with long-time land owners in the area, and usually make recommendations 
after we’ve studied the property, the type of ownership and the opportunities that might 
be available in the current market place.  Then we can make an honest recommendation to 
hold, sell or develop.

Q  What is the most interesting deal you’ve ever made?
A  It had to be the deal for the initial purchase of land for the Classic Auto Group property.  I 

noticed two men putting up a sign at the intersection of IH35 and Old 
Settlers Rd. advertising seven acres for sale.  I asked the brokers if they 
would consider entering a referral agreement with me for anyone 

who didn’t want that particular property.  They told me that Don 
Carlton, a Honda dealer from Oklahoma, had called about the site, 

but wasn’t sure it was a fi t.  I spoke with the sales manager who 
confi rmed they were looking at Round Rock for a franchise.  

I contacted my friend, Jim Spence, an Austin broker, who had 
land available to the south of this property and suggested 

we write up a contract for the asking price, send it to Carlton 
and see what happens.  

Q  What are the biggest changes you’ve seen in P� ugerville in the past � ve to ten years?  How 
has your business changed?
A  Pfl ugerville has been blessed with a tremendous amount of growth.  With that growth has 
come more traffi  c, and a changing city infrastructure, but I’d like to think it’s good changes 
for the city. We just need to all learn to embrace these changes. In the early 1960s, I received 
my broker’s license.  There wasn’t a real estate broker in Pfl ugerville, so I fi lled an obvious 
need.  Back then, farmland was abundant.  There was also a lot of land for developments 
and commercial properties.  Today, there is not much farmland left.  I’ve resold several farm 
properties over the years, and each time, the value increases.  I think Pfl ugerville’s proximity 
to Austin and the infl ux of people to the region are fueling that increase.

Q  How do you work with long-time landowners who may be deciding whether or not to sell 
their farm land? 
A  Beginning in the late 1950s, I helped run a small bank in Pfl ugerville.  I got to know a lot of 
the people in the city.  Some properties have been in families since the 1800s.  It’s sometimes 
diffi  cult to think like a business person when you have personal ties to a property, so I try 
to bring the facts to the table so the land owners can make a decision 
based on good business sense, and maybe not so much emotion.

Q  What is the most interesting deal you’ve ever made?
A   I had only had my real estate license for two or three years, and I 
was handling the sale of an estate farm that belonged to the Taylor 
family.  It was a large family, with 10 or 11 children.  Everything was 
moving along smoothly until the actual day of the closing.  When 
I arrived at the offi  ce, I was met by four diff erent sets of attorneys, 
representing various children of the family! It was then that 
I realized that 
the clan didn’t 
exactly get 
along.  When 
all was said 
and done, 
the closing 
occurred as 
planned, but 
I’m sure the 
ones who 
benefi ted most 
fi nancially 
from that deal 
were all those 
lawyers!

Education  Bachelor’s degree in Biology from Southwest Texas College

Family  Married to Jeanie; three children, Gina, Darren and Kelli; two grandchildren 
(and another one on the way!)

Contact Information  255-3000 or donq@donquick.com

Don Quick, Round Rock Realtor
Education  Bachelor’s degrees in Accounting and Economics/Business Administra-
tion from Texas Lutheran College
Family   Son, Kelly and daughter, Vickie, who both work with their father in the agency; 
one granddaughter
Contact Information  251-4439 or jpfl uger@sbcglobal.net

John P� uger, P� ugerville Realtor




