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Revitalization efforts help aging homes

By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins
 Middle-class Plano residents may 

have more options when it comes to 
finding a home in their price range 
thanks to several programs aimed at 
revitalizing aging neighborhoods in the 

central and eastern parts of the city. 
With salaries above what the 

U.S. Department of Housing and  
Development defines as low-income, 
middle-class residents are finding it 
difficult to purchase a home due in part 
to the lack of housing available that fits  
their budget. In addition, many such  
residents make too much money to 
receive federal aid, Plano Neighborhood 

Services Director Lori Schwarz said.
“I think the challenge is that there 

is a lot of housing [in Plano], but it 
[either] isn’t necessarily in the con-
dition that people want to purchase it 
in [or] it may not be in the price range 
that they want it to be in. If [a home] is 
in the price range, it may not be what 
they expected,” Schwarz said. “With 

See Revitalization | 25

Legacy West spurs 
growth along SH 121 

 
By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

In 1999, the Shops at Legacy  
ushered in a new brand of develop-
ment that put Plano on the map along 
an undeveloped stretch of the Dallas 
North Tollway.

The shops are part of Legacy Town 
Center, a 168-acre master-planned 
development of urban-style homes, 
boutiques and restaurants that has 
since created a domino effect of inter-
est from developers looking at vacant 
land to the north, according to real 
estate brokers and developers. As earth 
is being turned nearby at the future 

See SH 121 | 23 

Plano makes room for more businesses 
and residential developments

City projects keep older 
neighborhoods desirable

The 178-foot-high water tower at Headquarters and Leadership drives was toppled over by a demolition 
crew on June 15. The tower was brought down to make room for the Legacy West mixed-use development.
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How often do you think it is necessary to 
water your yard?

 27.6%  Twice a week

 24.1%  Only if it does not rain that week

   13.8%  Once a week

  13.8%  I follow the city’s recommendations

  13.8%  Never

 6.9%   Other

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 05/28/15–06/25/15

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS

John and Jennifer Garrett

PUBLISHER - DFW METRO

Toni Barron

GENERAL MANAGER

Leanne Libby, llibby@communityimpact.com

Editorial
EXECUTIVE EDITOR  Shannon Colletti

MANAGING EDITOR  Krista Wadsworth

EDITOR  Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

COPY EDITOR  Richard Guerrero

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS  Christina Alty, Nancy Baldwin,  

Chris Libby

EDITORIAL INTERN  Adrian Gandara

Advertising
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE  Stephanie Hensley

ACCOUNT COORDINATOR  Emily Hampton

Design
CREATIVE DIRECTOR  Derek Sullivan

GRAPHIC DESIGNER  Virginia Otto-Hayes

STAFF DESIGNER  Aubrey Cade

Business
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER  Claire Love

CIRCULATION SPECIALIST  Cody Leitholt

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact 

Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. The company’s 

mission is to build communities of informed citizens 

and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a 

passionate team. Now, with 20 markets in the Austin, 

Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth metro areas, the paper is 

distributed to nearly 1.5 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
7460 Warren Parkway, Ste. 160

Frisco, TX 75034 • 214-618-9001

communityimpact.com

PRESS RELEASES  plnnews@communityimpact.com
ADVERTISING  plnads@communityimpact.com

COMMENTS  plnfeedback@communityimpact.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS  communityimpact.com/subscriptions

© 2015 Community Impact Licensing LLC. All Rights Reserved.  
No reproduction of any portion of this issue is allowed  

without written permission from the publisher.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
Timber! The 30-year-

old water tower located 
on the grounds of the 
future Toyota Motor 
North America, Inc. 
campus was brought 
down with a large boom 
June 15. 

Symbolic of the 
changes happening in 
Plano, the tower fell to 
make room for new  

businesses and residents at the Legacy West mixed-
use development.  It seems like every month we are 
learning more about what new developments are 
coming here to support, house and entertain the 
more than 12,000 employees expected to work here. 
The rest of us will surely be flocking to the slew of 
restaurants and shopping opportunities that are  
coming soon as a result.  

I spend a lot of time talking with local business 
owners and many are sharing similar sentiments: 
The struggle to find qualified local employees is real. 
Workforce jobs are plenty, but available housing for 
these middle-income workers is scarce. In this issue, 
we inform readers in a cover story of city programs in 
place to help create housing opportunities for  
first-time buyers and middle-income families in 
order to give them affordable options in Plano. 

We are keeping up with all of the new  
businesses via our Impacts map on Page 4 to help you 
stay informed. If you see a new business and have 
questions, we would love to hear from you. Reach us 
via our new website at communityimpact.com. 

Leanne Libby
GENERAL MANAGER

llibby@communityimpact.com
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6521 Preston Rd, Plano, TX 75024 • www.antoonfamilydental.com • (972) 267-5000

Saturday Appointments Available
Financing Available • O�  ce Discount Dental Plan Available

Tennyson Pkwy.

P
reston R

d.

 Experienced. Proven. Dedicated.
Serving the Plano Community for 18 Years!

 FREE
Whitening for life!

A� er exam, cleaning,
and x-rays

For new insured adult patients only.
Cannot be combined with

other o� ers. Some restrictions 
apply. Call for details.

Expires 7/31/15

 $750
Porcelain Crown O� er

(Codes D2752 or D2740)
Additional treatment may require additional cost.

May not be combined with dental insurance.
Some restrictions apply.  Call o�  ce for details
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location. The classic American bar and 
grill concept offers handcrafted drinks 
and modern twists on American classics 
with a blend of uniquely fused cuisines. 
469-661-8012 www.delfriscosgrille.com

5  Units are still available for rent at 
the Garage Condos of Willow Bend, 
which opened in June at 6480 W. Plano 
Parkway. The first building is expected 
to be complete in September with the 
other buildings being built to order. 
To date,  68 percent of these oversized 
garage-warehouse units have been sold. 
The units feature electricity and climate 
control, and they can be attached to the 
owner’s home or clubhouse.  
214-341-9620. www.garagecondos.com

6  Aw Shucks Oyster Bar opened its 
fifth Dallas-area location at 
6509 W. Park Blvd on May 15. The 
seafood restaurant serves fried catfish, 
shrimp, fresh-grilled fish and sea 
scallops as well as crawfish.  
214-440-2570.  
www.awshucksdallas.com 

7  A concept by fine-dining chef 
Kent Rathburn, Hickory burger and 
barbecue restaurant opened June 15 at 
8100 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 115. Menu 
items include Texas-style barbecue 
appetizers, specialty burgers and 
sandwiches, and barbecue entrees to 
include ribs, shaved pork shoulder and 
wagyu brisket. 972-712-7077.  
www.hickoryplano.com

8  One of downtown Plano’s newest 
restaurants, Winner’s BBQ opened  
May 23 at 3200 14th St. The family 
owned and operated restaurant features 
pulled pork, chopped beef, brisket 
sandwiches and sides. Catering services 
are also available.  972-424-2400.  
www.winnersbbq.com

Now Open:

1  Cedars Mediterranean Mezza 
& Grill opened its third Dallas-area 
restaurant June 18 at 4940 SH 121. The 
Mediterranean-inspired menu includes 
classics, such as gyros, kabobs and 
falafel. 214-618-8143.  
www.cedarsmezza.com

2  The Corner Vet opened its first 
Plano facility June 6 at 1820 Coit Road, 
Ste. 105. The clinic offers high-quality 
vaccinations and pet care services for 
dogs and cats at affordable prices, with 
no appointment is necessary.  
469-331-8580. www.thecornervet.com

3  Cowboys Nail Bar opened its 
second location in Collin County 

on May 16 at 2208 Dallas Parkway, 
Ste. 325-A. The salon specializes in 
nail care, wax services, facials and 
massages. 972-473-6777.  
www.cowboysnailbar.com

4  Del Frisco’s Grille opened June 19 
at 7200 Bishop Road, Ste. D9, in the 
Shops at Legacy. The restaurant marks 
the Southlake-based company’s 18th 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Plano’s family owned Chevrolet Dealer
SINCE 1924SINCE 1924

972-395-5095 | 1001 Coit Rd • Plano | www.huffineschevyplano.com
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We will make every attempt to provide a loan/courtesy 
vehicle for each of our service guests when scheduling 
an appointment that cannot be performed in 2 hours 
or less. 

FREE SERVICE LOANERS

Sale Price:  $19,888
MSRP:$27,845 

Sale Price includes a Huf� nes Discount of $3457 and Rebates of 
$4,500, for a total discount of $7957

Stock 
#L1145

2014 Chevrolet Cruze LTZ
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Compiled by Kelley Chambers-Crimmins 
and Adrian Gandara

News or questions about Plano? 
Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com

Coming Soon

9  Downtown Plano’s newest event 
venue, 34Events, is set to open July 1 at 
1017 E. 15th St. Owner Selim Comert 
combines his photography services to 
also offer all-inclusive packages. The 
event venue offers inclusive packages 
for photography, videography and 
photo booth. Promotions are available 
if scheduled prior to the July 1 grand 
opening. 469-855-1849.  
www.34studio.com

10  The Shops at Legacy will welcome 
Benefit Cosmetics this fall at 5760 
Legacy Drive, Ste. B11. The store will 
be similar to the one at the Plaza 
at Preston Center, offering the full 
assortment of cosmetics, signature 
Brow Bar, bronzing and waxing.  
www.benefitcosmetics.com

11  Hard Knocks Beyond Laser Tag is 
set to open this fall at 8740 Ohio Drive,
Ste. A. With multiple arena settings to 
navigate, this non-projectile and pain-
free form of laser tag uses weaponry 
with technology adapted from military 
combat simulation training.  
www.indoorwar.com

12  The Healthcare Resort of Plano, 
a transitional care medical resort, is 
set to open July 1 at 3325 W. Plano 
Parkway. The new concept in skilled 
nursing care will offer short-term 
rehabilitation services as well as 
private suites and studio apartments. 
The resort will start admitting patients 
Aug. 1. 469-404-7809.  
www.thehealthcareresortplano.com

13  Nekter Juice Bar is tentatively 
scheduled to open the first week in July 
at 4901 W. Park Blvd., Ste. 539-A. The 
California-based chain specializes in 
nutritious start-your-day drinks using 
fresh fruits and vegetables. The Plano 
cafe marks the nationwide company’s 
third Texas location. 214-224-4040.  
www.nekterjuicebar.com

Relocations

14  Brain Balance Achievement 
Center has relocated from 1501 
Preston Road, Ste. 550, to 8308 Preston 
Road, Ste. 110. The center provides 
programs integrating sensory motor 
training and cognitive activities with 
nutritional and dietary guidelines.  
972-248-9482.  
www.brainbalancecenters.com

Anniversaries

15   Maso’s Auto Repair, located at 
9020 Independence Parkway, celebrated 
its one-year anniversary June 18. The 
family-owned repair center employs 
fully certified technicians and provides 
car repair and computer diagnostic 
services. 214-556-9001. 
www.masosautorepair.com

The Corner Vet offers low-cost vaccinations 
and pet wellness packages for dogs and cats.
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Truffled Mac & Cheese ($8.50) is a popular 
side item at Del Frisco’s Grille.
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The ginger-citrus rotisserie chicken ($13) at 
Hickory is glazed in caramelized orange sauce.

11
Hard Knocks Laser Tag features multiple 
themed arenas for combat simulations.
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Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

2011 
Small Business 
of the Year

2011
Emerging
Business

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

Fusion is a completely different type of 
private school. In one-to-one classrooms, 
our teachers listen, support, engage and 
empower students. Each student finds 
his own potential through a completely 
customized program created just for 
his current educational and emotional 
status. Also, creative expression is at 
the forefront of Fusion’s program. From 
studio art to performing art, music 
theory to recording, our students are 
encouraged to explore the range of their 
creative interests. The outcome? The 
collaboration between student, teacher, 
and parent yields a potential for students 
that makes them unstoppable. 

A one-to-one 
school like 
no other...
for students who need an 
alternative to traditional.

Art & Music   |   Middle and High School   |   Classes for Credit   |   Tutoring

Fusion Open House
Thursday, July 9, 6:00 pm
Fusion Academy Plano
2400 Dallas Parkway, Suite 180
Plano, TX 75093

Can’t make this event? 
Visit FusionPlano.com/events for 
other events or call 972.403.9018.
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Corner Wines

Jim and Lynda McDevitt are celebrating their 10th year of business at Lakeside Market.

Corner Wines carries more than 450 boutique wines ranging in price from $14-$250 per bottle.

K
el

le
y 

C
ha

m
b

er
s-

C
ri

m
m

in
s/

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

Corner Wines
Couple’s store offers tastings and travel

J im and Lynda McDevitt share 
a passion for traveling and all 
things wine. The couple is cel-

ebrating their 10th year as owners of 
Corner Wines at Lakeside Market.

“Wine has always been my passion,” 
Jim said. “I worked for a wine store in 
my early 20s. I used to sell and collect 
wine. I never gave up the idea of hav-
ing a wine store eventually.”

Following his retirement from a 
career with the IRS, Jim said he was 
ready to start his own business. The 
couple did their homework,  
analyzed their customer base, 
customers’ shopping patterns and 
potential locations for the store.

“Lynda has worked in retail. She 
understood that side of it a little bit 
better than I did,” Jim said.

Several locations had the poten-
tial for a store thanks in part to the 
couple’s 5- to 10-minute commute 
requirement, but the McDevitts kept 
coming back to Lakeside Market. Pur-
chasing inventory turned out to be the 
easier part of the process, Lynda said.

Throughout the years, the McDe-
vitts said the store has become a 
destination for wine lovers. The  
couple believes in providing a  
welcoming environment for their 
customers.

“We want them to feel comfortable. 
We want them to feel important and 
welcome. Our core customers have 
become friends,” Lynda said.

Offering varietals that customers 
appreciate is important, Jim said, so 
the McDevitts purchase wine to meet 
their shoppers’ tastes. Over time the 
owners have learned their customers’ 

preferences, which allows them to 
introduce new wines as well.

“It’s pressure. I have to find things 
they’ll enjoy. We try every wine before 
we bring it in,” Jim said.

But the boutique store features more 
than just an assortment of wine. Tast-
ings are held the first Saturday of each 
month, and other specialty tastings 
pair select wines with food from local 
merchants. 

“We’ve offered five different kinds 
of bacon with wine. One time we had 
pairings with sausage. We had an ice 
cream pairing,” Lynda said.

The McDevitts also host wine 
dinners and hold classes that cover a 
variety of wine topics with the help of 
a certified wine instructor.

Events such as these are not 
restricted to the store or area restau-
rants. The most anticipated events 
are trips to wineries throughout the 
world, Jim said. These excursions take 
place once or twice a year and include 
visits to wineries overseas. A trip this 
September will take customers to Italy.

“The trips are educational and 
introduce our customers to different 
wines. We just got back from Chile 
and Argentina,” Jim said. “[For our 
trip in September] we’ll include a city 
tour in Florence, Turin and Milan.”

Aside from traveling, the McDevitts 
also make giving back to the commu-
nity a priority. Some tastings serve as  
fundraisers for local charitable  
organizations. Donations come from 
ticket and wine sales.

“It’s a blessing,” Lynda said. “Who 
knew all of this would come out of a 
wine store?”

BUSINESS

4017 Preston Road, Ste. 535
972-403-9463
www.cornerwines.com
Hours: Mon.–Wed. 11 a.m.–7 p.m., 
Thu.–Sat. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m.

Upcoming events
Corner Wines will hold its monthly wine 
tasting from 2-4 p.m. on July 11. The 
store will be closed July 4.

Corner Wines fundraisers support: 

• Children’s Advocacy Center 
• Hope’s Door
• Junior League of Collin County 
• Living for Zachary
• My Possibilities
• Samaritan Inn
• Second Chance Shelter
• The Plano Symphony Orchestra

By Nancy Baldwin
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Love & War in Texas owner Tye Phelps (middle) created his concept to promote all things Texas, including its food, music and history.  The Big Tex chicken-fried steak ($12.99) comes with two sides.
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Love & War in Texas
Owner blends best of state’s offerings

T ye Phelps’ pleasures in life are 
great music, good food and 
the state of Texas. And at Love 

& War in Texas on the corner of US 75 
and Plano Parkway, visitors receive a 
plate full of all three.  

With its Texas-sized portions and 
recipes as well as homegrown  
musical acts and frosty 16-degree 
mugs of Shiner beer, anyone who 
walks in will leave a true Texan, 
Phelps said.

Everything about Love & War 
in Texas strives to be as unique as 
the state itself. Prior to opening the 
Plano location more than 16 years 
ago, Phelps said he was looking for 
a catchy and grandiose title to put 
above the door. He wanted the name 
to be something that you might hear 
actor Sam Elliott say in his resonant 
and easily recognizable voice. 

Flipping through the Wall Street 
Journal one day, he read a story about 
the most-used words in print media 
at that time. Numbers two and three 
on the list were “love” and “war,” and 
the fifth most-used word was “Texas.” 
Phelps said he was inspired. 

“All of our stuff is made here, grown 
here and produced here,” said Phelps, 
a third-generation Texan. “From the 
produce to the beer and even the 
wine. I don’t do any non-Texas wines. 
No French wine or California wine. 
We specialize in that.”

The menu highlights food from all 
over the state and reads much like a 
map of Texas. Phelps attributes this 
to his many travels across the state 
throughout his life, collecting recipes 
along the way and perfecting the 
regional flavors. 

His chicken-fried steak is one of the 
more popular dishes. Phelps said it 
is about “2 miles long” and reminis-
cent to something one would find at 
restaurants in East Texas. 

Having to choose a favorite dish 
would be like having to figure out 
which child he likes better, Phelps 
said, but one dish he is fond of is the 
Hunt, Texas, which is a mix of Hill 
Country game, including venison, 
smoked sausage, bacon-wrapped duck 
and quail.

Starting this month, Phelps will 
debut his new dish called the  
Conhunto, a named derived from the 
mix of Tejano and German music 
often said to have originated in the 
Hill Country. The platter consists of 
German habanero cheese sausage, 
jalapeño chicken sausage and black 
pepper sausage with horseradish 
cheese, habanero cheese and smoked 
cheddar cheese. 

Also starting this month, customers 
can enjoy two new craft beers found 
exclusively at Love & War: The White 
Tail Blonde, a light and smooth honey 
blonde, and the darker Axis Ale. 

DINING

By Chris Libby

Love & War in Texas

601 E. Plano Parkway 
972-422-6201
www.loveandwarintexas.com 
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-midnight

E. Plano Pkwy.

F Ave.

Ta
ylor Dr.

75

Live music scene 
Most nights you will find local 
country and Americana acts 
performing on the outdoor stage. 
Phelps is no stranger to Texas 
music. His father was on the board 
of directors for the Kerrville Music 
folk festival. 

“I have always been around music 
and always have been exposed 
to unique music. Our music is just 
like our food. It’s all Texas—it’s 
homegrown and it’s not produced 
[in] Nashville. Ninety percent of 
bands are from here and write their 
own stuff.”

Both recipes were developed by 
Phelps and brewed locally. 

“Growing up and moving around 
Texas, I was exposed to different kinds 
of food. I just always enjoyed cook-
ing,” Phelps said. “It’s just stuff that 
I have cooked over the years or that 
my brother made or my grandmother 
made. You’ll notice everything is 
homemade, and there is a lot of it. I 
think I lead the state in to-go packag-
ing. You will not leave hungry.” 

Phelps said he has made it his 
mission to treat his guests like family, 
and they have returned the gesture by 
returning to dine and enjoy the many 

musical acts that take the stage seven 
days a week. He developed friendships 
with his customers and watched them 
do the same with each other, he said. 

Some have been coming to the 
restaurant for so long that Phelps said 
he has been able to watch their chil-
dren grow up and eventually work for 
him as servers or hosts.   

“Well, we won’t rush you in and 
rush you out, that’s for sure,” he said. 
“We want it to be relaxing and [for 
you to] just enjoy yourself. Heck, stay 
all night. Come in, have dinner, move 
outside [and] listen to great music.”
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 1   Park Boulevard-
Independence Parkway repairs
The project to improve the 
intersection at Park Boulevard and 
Independence Parkway is nearing 
completion. Construction to add 
right-hand turn lanes southbound 
on Independence Parkway and 
eastbound on Park Boulevard are 
expected to be complete by  
June 26, followed by sidewalk 
installations and utility relocations. All 
work on the intersection is expected 
to be complete by August. 

Timeline: November 2014-August 
2015
Cost: $1.9 million
Funding sources: City of Plano, 
Collin County

2   Windhaven Parkway widening 
Two widening projects along Windhaven 
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Project updateTRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area Compiled by Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

Parkway are underway. Construction 
crews are creating a six-lane divided 
thoroughfare from Gentle Way to 
Parkwood Boulevard. Crews are also 
working on a four-lane widening project 
on Windhaven Parkway from Parkwood 
Boulevard to West Spring Creek Parkway. 
Lane closures will take place during 
nonpeak hours. 

Timeline: June 2015-April 2016 
Cost: $3.4 million 

Funding sources: City of Plano, Texas 

Department of Transportation 

3   Midway Road repairs
One northbound lane and one 
southbound lane along Midway Road 
from West Spring Creek Parkway to 
West Parker Road will be closed for 
concrete repairs. Work is expected to be 
completed by the end of July, weather 
permitting. Upon completion of this 
phase, construction crews will continue 
the repair work moving southward to 
Park Boulevard. 

Timeline: June - November 2015
Cost: $990,000 

Funding sources: City of Plano, Collin 

County

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@impactnews.com
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Parks department plans for move
Oak Point Preserve’s nature center to open this August

By Nancy Baldwin
 Plano residents will soon have a 
nature center to call their own, as the 
Oak Point Nature and Retreat Center 
is scheduled to open in late August.

The center was originally slated 
for completion in March, said Amy 
Fortenberry, Parks and Recreation 
Department director.

“The rains obviously had an impact. 
[But] they’re building fast and  
furious,” she said.

The facility will include a visitor’s 
center, nature center, multiuse event 
rooms and office space for city staff. 
The Parks and Recreation Department 
is expected to move into the center 
from its location in Municipal Center 
South in mid-July. Plans for the  
project have been in the works for 
roughly a decade, Fortenberry said.

“It was included in a 2005 bond 
package that got set aside during the 
recession,” she said. “The opportunity 
to bring it forward was because of our 
move. We needed a [larger] space to 
[operate out of].” 

The $5.5 million project supervised 
by Pogue Construction is located on 
the east side of Oak Point Park and 
Nature Preserve. The center will focus 
on the natural elements and  
ecosystems found within the park.

In the building’s lobby, visitors will 
see an interactive map highlighting  
the area’s geology, hydrology, plants 
and animals as well as the park’s 
history. The center’s north wing will 
house meeting rooms for educational 
programs and lectures. 

“There will [also] be opportunities 
to start a class inside and move to the 

outside,” Fortenberry said. 
Residents and companies will be 

able to utilize the facility, she said. 
Leased space will also be available 
for corporate retreats, team-building 
activities and social functions. 

The grounds will provide open areas 
for events and family activities, such 
as star gazing, bird-watching and 
campfires featuring storytellers.

“The rooms have gorgeous views out 
over the lake. It’s like a lodge retreat,” 
Fortenberry said. “There will [also] 
be a terraced lawn in the back outside 
by the lake where there can be yoga 
classes or running clubs can gather. 
It’s going to be a fun place.”

A grand opening for the Oak Point 
Nature and Retreat Center is planned 
for late this summer. The facility will 
be open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a 
week once it is officially open.

Plano’s newest urban development 
will take the place of Municipal 
Center South, located at the northwest 
corner of 14th Street and K Avenue. 
The unnamed development by  
Southern Land Company is expected 
to be completed in early 2017 and will  
consist of 109 urban-style 
apartments as well as 12,500 square 
feet of ground-floor retail and dining.  

Demolition of the existing  
government building is scheduled for 
sometime in September, said Phyllis 
Jarrell, director of special projects for 
the city of Plano. 

“People like to see downtown 
[Plano] become a more active center,”   
Jarrell said. “We’re excited to see  
the continuing redevelopment and  
revitalization [there].”

NEWS

Construction is in the works at Oak Point Nature Preserve’s interactive 
nature center. A grand opening will take place late this summer.
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PLANO  Despite heavy flooding 
that caused roughly $80,000 in 
damage throughout the city in 
May, cleanups at parks and other 
areas are scheduled to be com-
plete in time for Fourth of July 
celebrations, according to city 
officials. Storms dumped about 
10 inches of rain May 29-30 in 
east Plano, causing flooding in 
parks and golf courses, Parks 
Services Manager Jim Fox told the 
City Council at a June 8 regular 
meeting. 

The flooding also damaged a 
fishing pier at Oak Point Park 
and Nature Preserve, washed 
away picnic tables at parks and 
eroded soil in other areas, he said. 

Washed out mulch at playgrounds 
clogged several storm drains. 
Local sports leagues were forced 
to cancel more than 3,000 games 
because of the flooded fields. The 
city’s health department is still 
addressing standing water issues. 

Waters finally receded June 1. 
Pecan Hollow Golf Course was 
closed for roughly a week and 
reopened June 4.

“April was a very wet month 
for us also. The good news is that 
there was relatively little damage 
[throughout the city],” Fox said. 
“The floodplains functioned as 
they were intended to, [so]  
private property was generally not 
affected [as much].”

CITY & COUNTY
News from Plano and Collin County Compiled by Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

Officials assess May flood damages

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_pln

TweetingsMeetings

Plano City Council
Regular meetings are scheduled 
at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month.
Plano Municipal Center, 1520 K Ave.
Live webcasts are available online.
972-941-7000. www.plano.gov

Collin County Commissioners  
Court 
Meetings are generally scheduled at  
1:30 p.m. each Monday.
Jack Hatchell Collin County Administration 
Building, 2300 Bloomdale Road, McKinney. 
972-424-1460. www.co.collin.tx.us

Plano Independent School 
District
Meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m.  
on the first Tuesday of each month.
Plano ISD Administration Building,  
2700 W. 15th St. 
469-752-8100. www.pisd.edu

PLANO  The city of Plano 
named Sam Greif Sr. as 
the new fire chief. He will 
begin Aug. 3. Greif will 
replace interim Fire Chief 
Marty Wade, who held 
the post since January after 
former Chief Brian Crawford accepted 
a position in Louisiana.

Greif is a longtime Fort Worth Fire 
Department employee, where he has 
served as the assistant chief of  
operations since 2011. His duties 
include managing more than 800 peo-
ple in the Operations Division. During 
his 30-year career with the Fort Worth 
Fire Department, he served as a battal-
ion chief, captain, lieutenant, engineer, 
firefighter and paramedic.

He earned a master’s degree in pub-
lic administration from the University 
of Texas Arlington in 2008.

“Plano has earned the title, ‘City 
of Excellence,’” Greif said in a press 
release. “I have an immense amount of 
pride to be joining the Plano Fire- 
Rescue team. My wife and I are excited 
about becoming citizens of Plano.” 

The search was narrowed to six 
candidates in late May. The city 
hired executive search firm Strategic 
Government Resources in January 
to conduct and manage the search to 
replace Crawford. 

PLANO  Shannah Hayley 
started her role as Plano’s 
new director of  
marketing and commu-
nity engagement on  
June 22. Hayley oversees 
all aspects of communica-
tions and marketing. 

A former director of marketing and 
communications for The Beck Group, 
Hayley has more than 20 years of 
experience in marketing and strategic 
communication. She has held various 
communications-focused roles world-
wide, teaching in Kenya and consult-
ing in the United Kingdom. 

Hayley holds a master’s of commu-
nications degree from Missouri State 
University and is recognized by the 
Society for Marketing Professional 
Services as a certified professional 
services marketer. She was admitted 
to the SMPS Dallas Marketing Hall of 
Fame in 2012 and the SMPS National 
College of Fellows in 2013. 

“Shannah brings to the city of Plano 
a wealth of professional experience in 
the private sector that will take our 
Marketing and Community Engage-
ment Department to a new level,” City 
Manager Bruce Glasscock said. “She 
will play a key role in finding new and 
creative ways to engage our citizens 
and share Plano’s amazing story.”   

City’s new fire chief 
to start in August

City hires former 
Beck Group director 

The playground at Bob Woodruff Park was submerged after heavy rains hit in May.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 c

it
y 

o
f P

la
no

Sam Greif Sr. Shannah Hayley

Do you have a child living 
with cerebral palsy? 

WE CAN HELP!

 Pediatric Neurology and Physical
    Therapy clinic

 Internationally recognized Cerebral
    Palsy expert

 A comprehensive program to
    optimize your child’s mobility, health,
    independence and quality of life

7709 San Jacinto Pl #203, Plano, TX 

(469) 331-0030
www.1cpplace.com
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We Sell the Best  
and Service the Rest!

A Step in the Right Direction!

817-628-0030
469-513-2222

www.CompassAirService.com
• No Interest up to 60 months
• No Down Payment
• Up to 10-year Parts and Labor Warranty
• Free Estimates on new units

Up to 

$1250
TRADE-IN
and 60 Months No Interest

• Trane XV18 and Trane XV20i     
   Systems
• 10 Year Parts and 2 Year
   Labor Warranty
• Plus free Wi-Fi Thermostat

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 60 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$1000
TRADE-IN

and 36 Months 
No Interest

• XR-15-16-17
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Year Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Efficiency Air
   Filter System

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 36 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$500
TRADE-IN

and 12 Months 
No Interest

• XR13 or XR14
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Years Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Efficiency Air
   Filter System

TACLA 64467E

No Interest 
for 5 Years!

(972) 943-0466

Month of July
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By Kelli Weldon

• Filed by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston, HB 4 will 
implement high-quality standards for prekindergarten 
education. Gov. Greg Abbott, who signed the bill 
May 28, issued a statement saying the legislation will 
help strengthen the foundation for student success.

• On May 11, Abbott signed SB 149. The new law 
establishes committees to determine if students who 
pass classes and meet other requirements but fail 
standardized tests can graduate. 

• Lawmakers did not pass HB 1759, which aimed to 
add $3 billion in per-student funding and eliminate 
adjustments that were once intended to protect 
districts from short-term funding losses. Rep. Jimmie 
Don Aycock, R-Killeen, the bill’s co-author, moved to 
postpone consideration of the bill on the House floor.

By Leslee Bassman

• The Legislature passed a $209 billion budget that 
includes funding for public education, health care 
and $800 million for border security;

• Approved tax cuts that would raise residents’ home-
stead exemption from $15,000 to $25,000; 

• Approved decreasing the state franchise tax by  
25 percent;

• Approved incentives to fund prekindergarten pro-
grams in public schools;

• Approved about $3 billion in bonds to build new 
public college campus facilities; and

• Left it to voters to decide on Nov. 3 if the state 
should transfer up to $2.5 billion annually from its 
general sales tax revenue to the State Highway Fund 
to improve transportation.

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_pln and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com.

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper has been report-
ing on bills and funding for the state regarding the budget, economy and small 
business, transportation, public education, higher education, health care and 
more. All information on this page is as of June 18. 

Lawmakers wrap up Texas’ 84th legislative session

By Jennifer Curington

• Legislation passed allowing concealed handguns on 
college campuses. On June 13 the governor signed 
SB 11 into law. Publicly funded universities must 
put the policy in place by Aug. 1, 2016, while private 
universities may choose to opt out.

• The House and Senate approved about $3 billion 
in funding for projects at 64 Texas universities. As 
of June 18 the bill had not been addressed by the 
governor.

• Colleges and universities still have control of setting 
their own tuition because legislation that would put 
the power in legislators’ hands failed to pass.

• An attempt to repeal a state law allowing undocu-
mented immigrants to pay in-state tuition failed.

By Joe Olivieri

• On May 18, Gov. Greg Abbott signed HB 40, a bill 
that gives the state, and not local authorities, the 
jurisdiction to regulate oil and gas operation. Prior 
to the bill’s passage, local laws had created “a patch-
work of inconsistent regulation that undermines the 
safe and efficient production of oil and gas,” accord-
ing to the bill’s analysis.

• Abbott signed SB 293 on April 8. The bill allows 
ESPN, NASCAR and Ultimate Fighting Championship 
events to be considered eligible for the Major Events 
Trust Fund. 

• The governor signed SB 97, which regulates the sale, 
distribution, possession, use and advertising of e-cig-
arettes, cigarettes and tobacco products. The law will 
take effect this fall. 

By Lyndsey Taylor

• Gov. Greg Abbott on June 1 signed a bill legalizing the 
growth of cannabis plants high in cannabidiol and low 
in tetrahydrocannabinol in Texas. SB 339 is effective 
immediately and allows patients access to canna-
bis as medicine upon the recommendation of two 
board-certified medical specialists.

• SB 1889 was signed by the governor June 10 and is 
effective Sept. 1. The bill, which was heavily advocat-
ed for by its author, Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, 
amends the current law relating to the disclosure 
and use of information included in Texas’ abuse and 
neglect registry at the Department of Family and 
Protective Services and the report of the information 
regarding those cases to the Legislature, according to 
the bill’s analysis.

By Amy Denney

• Beginning in fiscal year 2017-18 the state will divert 
$2.5 billion of sales and use taxes to the State 
Highway Fund, which helps fund the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, after revenue exceeds  
$28 billion per fiscal year. Starting in FY 2019-20 
the state will divert 35 percent of motor vehicle 
sales tax revenue to the SHF after revenue exceeds 
$5 billion. Voters will need to give the bill, Senate 
Joint Resolution 5, final approval in November 
during a constitutional amendment election.

• For a third time lawmakers failed to pass a state-
wide texting-while-driving ban. HB 80 was  
approved by the House on March 26 but failed to 
gain enough votes for consideration in the Senate 
by the end of session.

BUDGET

HIGHER EDUCATION

ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

HEALTH CARE

TRANSPORTATION

On June 1 the 84th Texas Legislature adjourned 
“sine die.” The Latin phrase, meaning without a 
specific date to reconvene, is used to end every Texas 
regular session after its 140 days conclude.

This session will be remembered for its balanced 
budget that included tax relief for citizens and funds 
for border security, passage of an open-carry hand-
gun law in public and a concealed-carry law on state 

universities, legalization of marijuana extracts to be 
used for epileptic patients, funding for prekindergar-
ten programs and a resolution for voters to decide 
whether to use sales tax revenue to improve state 
highways.

By statute the governor had until June 21 to sign 
into law or veto bills passed during the session. Bills 
without specific effective dates become law Aug. 31.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

REP. MATT SHAHEEN • DISTRICT 66

Plano

Dallas

289

121

R-Plano

Elected: 2014

512-463-0594

matt.shaheen@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 

• Considered 280 bills 
in the House Criminal 
Jurisprudence 
Committee

• Considered 120 bills 
in the House Defense 
& Veterans’ Affairs Committee

• Filed HB 1734, which would make 
toll roads a part of the state highway 
system in certain cases; the bill died 
in session

SEN. VAN TAYLOR • DISTRICT 8

289

190

121

Plano

Dallas

R-Plano

Elected: 2014

512-463-0108

van.taylor@
senate.state.
tx.us

Recent activity:  

• Filed SB 112, 
which prohibits 
communication 
between a 
criminal suspect 
and victim; the 
bill was signed 
into law May 23  

• Considered 225 bills in the Senate 
Education Committee 

• Considered 237 bills in the Senate 
Transportation Committee

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR PLANO

SEN. JANE NELSON • DISTRICT 12

R-Flower Mound

Elected: 1993

512-463-0112

jane.nelson@
senate.state.
tx.us

Recent 
activity: 

• Filed SB 
200, which 
reorganizes 
Texas’ health 
and human 
services 
agencies; the bill was signed into law 
on June 17

• Filed SB 55, which creates a grant 
program to help provide mental 
health services for veterans; the bill 
was signed into law June 4

35E
35W

30
Dallas

Denton

Recent activity:

• Considered 
211 bills as 
Chair of the 
House Elections 
Committee

• Considered 274 bills in the House 
Judiciary & Civil Jurisprudence 
Committee

• Filed HB 11 to strengthen border 
security through data sharing 
among law enforcement and stricter 
penalties for smugglers; the bill was 
signed into law June 9 

REP. JODIE LAUBENBERG • DISTRICT 89

75

380

DallasPlano

R-Plano

Elected: 2002

512-463-0186

jodie.
laubenberg@
house.state.tx.us

REP. RON SIMMONS • DISTRICT 65

R-Carrolton

Elected: 2012

512-463-0478

ron.simmons@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity:  

• Considered 
61 bills in the 
House Business 
& Industry 
Committee

• Considered 300 bills in the House 
Transportation Committee

• Filed HB 20, which brings 
accountability and transparency 
to the process by which the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
prioritizes funding for projects; the bill 
was signed into law June 1 

12135
Lewisville

REP. JEFF LEACH • DISTRICT 67

R-Plano

Elected: 2012

512-463-0544

jeff.leach@house.
state.tx.us

Recent activity: 

• Considered 
280 bills in the 
House Criminal 
Jurisprudence 
Committee

• Considered 89 
bills in the House Governement 
Transparency & Operation 
Committee

• Filed HB 48, which creates a 
commission to review convictions 
after each exoneration; the bill was 
passed in the House June 1

75

121

Plano

Allen

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_pln— and 
throughout the legislative session search for 
#CITxLege for coverage that matters to you.

ARE YOU PLEASED WITH THE 
LEGISLATION PASSED BY LOCAL 
LAWMAKERS THIS SESSION?

REP. PAT FALLON • DISTRICT 106

35

380

Frisco

R-Frisco

Elected: 2012

512-463-0694

pat.fallon@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity:
 
• Considered 

211 bills in the 
House Elections 
Committee 

• Considered 152 
bills in the House Special Purpose 
Districts Committee 
 

• Filed HB 425, which takes away the 
pensions of legislators convicted of a 
felony related to abuse of their office; 
the bill died in session

  Yes, there were no major cuts to the budget

  Yes, there were several bills that will affect me

  No, more could have been done for public 
education, transportation and health care

  Our lawmakers accomplished what they could

  Other

Expert Tax 
Attorneys and 
Enrolled Agents
5164 Village Creek Dr. Suite 300 Plano
www.TaxFacts.co • 972-596-1296

P
reston R

d
.

President George 
Bush Turnpike

W. Plano Pkwy.

TAX PROBLEMS?
• Delinquent Tax Returns
• Audits, Appeals, 

Collection Actions
• Offers in Compromise
• Penalty Abatement

• Lien and Levy Actions
• Collection Hearings
• Criminal Tax 

Investigations
• Tax Court Litigation

Put Our Tax Professionals
on Your Team!
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Lindsay Wagner lets the audience 
know she is more than the 1970s role 
that brought her fame. Wagner will 
also host an acting class July 26 at 
the Cox Building Playhouse. 7:15 p.m. 
$40 (general admission), $85 (premium 
ticket), $75 (acting class registration).
Courtyard Theater, 1509 H Ave.  
972-941-5600 
www.lindsaywagnerinternational.com

25 Lucky Duck Duck Race 
and Family Splash Fest 

Support This Side Up! Family Center 
with an afternoon of prizes, food, 
swimming and sliding. Participants can 
adopt a rubber duck for the chance to 
win a $1000 gift card and other prizes. 
Free. 6:30 p.m.-9 p.m. $5 (for duck 
purchase). Tom Muehlenbeck Aquatic 
Center, 5801 W. Parker Road. 
 972-633-8783.  
www.thissideupfamily.org

29 Silly Strings puppet time 
Le Theatre de Marionettes 

presents a family-friendly show 
highlighting the wonder and magic of 
marionette puppetry, including a  
disco-dancing mummy, Elvis Presley, 
Michael Jackson, a dancing skeleton 
and other silly characters. Free. 7 p.m. 
Haggard Library, 2501 Coit Road.  
972-769-4250. www.plano.gov

Plano Centre, 2000 E. Spring Creek Pkwy. 
972-941-5840. www.planocentre.com 

13 Plano Community Band 
Summer Concert Series

The Plano Community Band holds 
its “On Broadway” weekly concert at 
Haggard Park. The band is made up of 
approximately 70 volunteer musicians.  
7 p.m. Free. Haggard Park, 901 E. 15th St.   
www.planoband.com 

14 Exhibition on Screen 
This groundbreaking series allows 

art lovers to enjoy, marvel and delight at 
the works of some of history’s greatest 
painters on the big screen. The series 
features the works of impressionists from 
the Musée du Luxembourg Paris, National 
Gallery London and Philadelphia Museum 
of Art. 7 p.m. $12.50. Cinemark West 
Plano, 3800 Dallas Parkway.  
972-473-2289. www.cinemark.com

14 Wild, Wild West
Attendees have an opportunity 

to experience life on the farm. Activities 
include animal feeding, outdoor 
cooking demonstrations historic 
Farrell-Wilson House tours and wagon 
rides around the property. 10 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. $5. Heritage Farmstead Museum, 
1900 W. 15th St. 972-881-0140.  
www.heritagefarmstead.org

16 through Aug. 8 
‘Come Blow Your Horn’

This farcical 60s romp was Neil Simon’s 
first Broadway comedy hit and follows 
21-year-old Buddy Baker’s trip to 
Manhattan and his transformation into 
a ladies man thanks to his womanizing 
brother. 2 p.m. (July 25) and 8 p.m. (July 
16-18, 23-25, 30-Aug. 1, 6-8). $22.  
Rover Dramawerks,  221 W. Parker Road,  
Ste. 580. 972-849-0358.   
www.roverdramawerks.com

19 Holistic Festival of Life
This one-day event offers a look 

into holistic living with professionals and 
information on alternative healing, yoga, 
massage therapy and more. Attendees 
can speak with renowned doctors 
who specialize in family health, fertility 
medicine, and other areas. Free. 
10 a.m.-10 p.m. Plano Centre, 2000 E. 
Spring Creek Parkway. 972-941-5840.  
www.holisticfestivaloflife.com

24 More Than a Bionic Woman 
Emmy-award winning actress 

through Aug. 2 
Summer Musicals: ‘Mary Poppins’ 
Using a little bit of discipline, a spoonful of sugar and a whole lot of 

magic, a lovable nanny reacquaints the Banks family with the things that really 
matter in life. This live production is fun for all ages. 7:30 p.m. (Fri. and Sat.) and  
2 p.m. (Sun.). $25 (adults), $20 (seniors), $14 (youth). Repertory Company Theatre, 
650 N. Coit Road, Ste. 2320, Richardson. 972-690-5029. www.rcttheatre.com 

Pinstack 
6205 Dallas Parkway
972-781-2695 
www.pinstackbowl.com 
July 
9    Brendan Preece, 7 p.m. 
16    Zach Coffey, 7 p.m. 
17   Zach Balch, 8 pm. 
24  Faron, 8 p.m.

Sambuca360 
7200 Bishop Road, Ste. 270
469-467-3393  
www.sambuca360.com 
July 
3    The New Waves, 9 p.m. 
10  Downtown Fever, 9 p.m. 
17    Deja Groove, 9:30 p.m. 
24  Passing With Zeros, 9:30 p.m.

Taverna Rossa 
4005 Preston Road, Ste. 512 
972-403-3321 
www.tavernarossa.com 
July  
3    JR Byrd Trio, 8:30 p.m.  
10  The Bodarks, 8:30 p.m. 
17     Great Scott! Band, 8:30 p.m.

Urban Rio
1000 E. 14th St., Ste. 100 
972-422-4466 
www.urbanrio.com 
July  
8    Mickey the Rat, 7 p.m.  
11   Josh Goode, 9 p.m. 
16     Manny Trevino, 7 p.m. 
17     Chet Stevens, 9 p.m. 
 

July

02 Courtyard Texas Music 
Series 

Texas-born singer-songwriter  
Deryl Dodd brings his 25-plus years of 
experience in the music business to 
the stage with the Tejas Brothers  
7:30 p.m. $25. Courtyard Theater,  
1509 H Ave. 972-941-5600. 
www.planostages.com

04 36th annual Lions 
Independence Day Parade 

Plano’s Lions Club hosts the local parade 
with “Freedom to Serve” as the theme. 
Residents line up along the 2-mile route 
to watch floats and civic clubs marching 
through the streets. 9 a.m. Free. The route 
starts at Vines High School and continues 
up Independence Parkway until Plano 
Senior High School.  
www.id4.planolions.org

04 All-American Fourth 
The city of Plano hosts its 

Fourth of July festivities with fireworks 
choreographed to music. Attendees 
can tune in to 97.5 KLAK to hear the 
soundtrack. Free. 9:30 p.m. Oak Point 
Park and Nature Preserve, 2601 Spring 
Creek Parkway. 972-941-7000.  
www.plano.gov 

04 Patriotic pops concert 
The Plano Symphony Orchestra 

performs its tribute to the U.S. Vocalist 
William Park, Plano’s Men of Note Chorus 
and the Patriotic Pops Chorus perform 
with the orchestra. 3 p.m. $16-$42.  
St. Andrew United Methodist Church,  
5801 W. Plano Parkway. 972-473-7262.  
www.planosymphony.org

12 Signature Bridal Show
This show gives brides a chance 

to plan all their wedding details in one 
convenient location. Attendees can shop 
for dresses, catering vendors, cake makers 
and more. Free. Noon.-5 p.m.  

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Plano events at  
communityimpact.com/pln-calendar.

To have Plano events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar
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Jennifer Denton
and Lilli Wisler 
Plano ISD’s teachers of the year work 
together to tap student potential
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By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

A lthough their work  
environments and experiences 
differ, Plano ISD’s 2014-15 

teachers of the year, Jennifer Denton 
and Lilli Wisler, share common bonds.

Both teachers said they possess a 
strong passion for helping students 
reach their full potential regardless 
of their challenges. The teachers were 
honored among 70 other educators at a 
gala May 14 at Plano Centre. The nom-
inees were selected by campus peers 
and were interviewed by school district 
selection committee members.

“Lilli has enthusiasm, she’s creative ... 
and is the face of young teachers,” said 
Beth Webb, community representative 
on the selection committee. “Jennifer 
has that same level of enthusiasm and 
... continues to reinvent herself [and] 
helps those kids one at a time.”

Lilli Wisler
Wisler, who teaches fifth grade at 

Barron Elementary School, grew up 
in Plano and has been a teacher in her 
hometown for eight years. Wisler said 
she found her calling early on and was 
inspired by her fourth-grade teacher.

“When [my fourth-grade teacher] 
found out that I got [the] Teacher of the 
Year [award], she left me a voice mail. 
She started crying in the middle of her 
message saying how proud she was of 
me,” Wisler said. “I tell my students 
[to] find out what [their] passions are 
because [they] can start thinking about 
[their] career paths now.”

Wisler said she enjoys uncovering 
each student’s strengths and allowing 
those gifts to flourish in the classroom.

“Each school year I begin as if every 
child were a blank canvas,” said Wisler 
in a statement about her teaching phi-
losophy. “My classroom is like a family 
in the same way that our school is like 
a family. Each year has been a growing 
process for me, and I eagerly anticipate 
future years to share my experience 
and to keep learning and developing as 
an educator.”

Jennifer Denton
Denton is a dyslexia therapist who 

has been teaching at Wilson Middle 
School for 20 years and specializes in 
special education. She also helps stu-
dents considered at risk for failure.

Denton is also a resource math 
teacher and follows in the footsteps 
of her sister, Christine Nightingale, 
who received Plano ISD’s Elementary 
Teacher of the Year Award in 2011.

“Even as a little girl, I remember 
wanting to teach,” Denton said. “I 
remember getting all of my worksheets 
… and using my mother’s ironing 
board as my desk and … trying to 
emulate the teachers. I didn’t realize I 
wanted to do special education until 
my senior year in high school. That’s 
when I realized this was my calling.”

Growing up as a minority in her 
community, Denton said her fourth-
grade teacher helped her overcome 
adversity and be a successful student.

 “I did get bullied because of my 
skin color, and she was always the one 
saying, ‘You can do this,’” said Denton. 
“I just loved her because she made me 
feel safe regardless of what was going 
on outside [of the classroom].”

 Denton said she has carried this 
experience with her throughout her 
career and tells her students with the 
start of each year that they are safe in 
her class.

 “I am their cheerleader when no 
on else is cheering for them,” Denton 
said in a statement about her teaching 
philosophy. “I am giving them hope at 
a time that seems hopeless to them.”

 Grace under testing pressure
 While testing pressure can be a 

challenge for students and teachers 
alike, Denton and Wisler believe the 
best way to balance test preparation 
with creativity and exploration is by 
making learning more engaging.

 “Sometimes they do so well in 
school but then they don’t pass the 
STAAR [test] … and that’s the hard 
part,” said Denton. “You have to  
convince them that that is just one 
little piece and help them look at the 

big picture.”
Wisler incorporates games into her 

curriculum and is a proponent for 
changing the way children think using 
modern technology.

“We do so much to get the kids 
ready for the STAAR [test], but it 
doesn’t look like STAAR prep. [For 
example], I love charades,” Wisler said. 
“We’re taking the stuff that they need 
to know and making it fun for them.” 

Plano ISD students win 
national recognition

Students at Rice Middle 
School won Best in Nation this 
year in the Verizon Innovative 
App Challenge. The Mind Glass 
app allows dyslexic students to 
customize text for reading and 
comprehension. 

“What’s now [available for 
students with] dyslexia is so 
much more than it was three or 
four years ago,” Denton said. 
“You can provide accommo-
dations, but that’s not helping 
them in the long run.”

Teachers Lilli Wisler (left) and Jennifer Denton received the Plano ISD Teacher of the Year award.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com18

Famed science-fi ction writer Ray Bradbury once 
declared, “Without libraries what have we?  We 
have no past and no future.”  Unable to afford 

schooling, Bradbury found his local library a life-chang-
ing source of learning, culture and socialization, as 
thousands continue to do today.

2015 marks the 50th anniversary of the Plano Public 
Library System (PPLS), recognizing the passing of an 
ordinance by City Council in 1965 establishing a munici-
pal library.  Through fi ve libraries now spanning the City 
(Harrington, Haggard, Schimelpfenig, Davis and Parr), 
PPLS continues to provide a welcoming, supporting 
environment for engaging our community, enriching lives 
and educating minds.

“More than 4,000 people a day visit the libraries, and 
approximately 11,000 items a day are checked out,” said 
Library Director Cathy Ziegler.  “In an increasingly dig-
ital society that can sometimes be isolating, people come 

to the library to connect and reinforce the feeling they 
have as part of the community.”

Not all patrons visiting the library remember card cata-
logs, or librarians placing stamped due date cards in book 
pockets, but they know they have countless opportunities 
to learn, enjoy and connect through nearly 3,000 diverse 
cultural and educational programs offered annually. 

Reading remains the cornerstone of PPLS, with hun-
dreds of thousands of volumes, documents and magazines 
lining the shelves and thousands of eBook and eAudio 
book titles readily accessible.   

Preschoolers sing and dance learning concepts prepar-
ing them for school, while teens collaborate in the Digital 
Creation Spaces.  Families build and program robots, 
genealogy sleuths fi nd assistance tracking ancestors, a 
Job Center offers needed resources, while new gen-
erations learn mobile app development and computer 
programming.  

Take a trip through library history via the special 
50th anniversary timeline and prepare to be amazed at 
the phenomenal events, classes, social and educational 
opportunities offered through PPLS.  Visit the Libraries 
website at www.planolibrary.org.

The STAR Communities Rating System has certifi ed 
the City of Plano with a 4-STAR rating for national 
excellence in sustainability, attained through promo-

tion of a healthy environment, a strong economy and overall 
well-being for all residents and future generations.

“The 4-STAR certifi cation makes a powerful statement 
about Plano as a true City of Excellence,” said Mayor Harry 
LaRosiliere. “The STAR organization has only awarded a few 
communities a sustainability rating that high. In fact, we’re 
only the second city in Texas to achieve this status, behind 
Austin.”

Plano joined the STAR (Sustainability Tools for Assessing 
& Rating Communities) network as a Leadership Community 
in 2014, working towards certifi cation with a cohort of other 
communities from across the country.  It received a presti-
gious 4 out of 5 STAR rating.

Plano was rated in seven categories including livability, 
resource effi ciency, education, arts and community, citizen 

Plano’s four new City Council 
Members were sworn in, begin-
ning four-year terms of service 

representing, and working for, the 
people of Plano.

Outgoing Members Pat Miner, James 
Duggan and Pat Gallagher expressed 
appreciation to citizens and staff, 
offering support and encouragement 
to the newly-elected Members.  They, 
along with outgoing Member Andre´ 
Davidson, not present at the meeting, 
were honored that evening at a public 
reception that also afforded an opportu-
nity to meet the newly-seated Council.

The Council now includes Angela 
Miner (Place 1), Richard Grady (Place 
3), Ron Kelley (Place 5) and Tom 
Harrison (Place 7).  Rounding out the 
Plano City Council are Mayor Pro Tem 
Lissa Smith (Place 4), Deputy Mayor 
Pro Tem Ben Harris (Place 2), Council 
Member David Downs (Place 8) and 
Mayor Harry LaRosiliere (Place 6).  
Although identifi ed by Council Place, 
all City Council Members run and 
serve at large, each representing the 
entire City.  

The four newly-seated Council 
Members each bring their own unique 
business experience and a dedication to 
community volunteerism to the City’s 
governance process.  A shared focus is 
increasing dialogue between municipal 
government and the citizenry.  Other 
interests range from infrastructure 
renewal and development, fi rst-re-
sponder capacity, economic develop-
ment and business retention to fi scal 
responsibility and continued gover-
nance transparency. 

The governance process is unfor-
giving in accommodating a lengthy 
learning curve for new arrivals, who 
must hit the ground running, being 
sworn-in and immediately seated for 
business.  “We strive to ensure Council 
Members are comfortable in the logis-
tics of Council processes, enabling a 
seamless continuity in our municipal 
governance,” said City Manager Bruce 
Glasscock.  “Staff provides an in-depth 
orientation on everything from depart-
ment and key personnel overviews to 
electronic document transmittal, down 
to navigating the desk consoles during 

meetings.  This, combined with their 
own homework on Plano’s challenges 
and opportunities, enables us to imme-
diately move forward.”

With barely a month of service under 
its belt, Plano’s revamped City Council 
is already fi nding its stride.  “The cur-
rent Council Members and I welcome 
our new colleagues,” said Mayor LaRo-
siliere.  “We are confi dent they will use 
their efforts, talents and perspectives 
to augment the effectiveness of the 
City Council so we remain the City of 
Excellence.”

Plano receives prestigious 4-STAR community rating

Four new City Council members seated

The City’s new Pop-Up Party 
Trailer is ready to pop-in wher-
ever Plano neighbors gather to 

celebrate their community.
The mobile one-stop party shop is 

specifi cally designed for use at neighbor-
hood block parties and includes every-
thing from picnic tables, coolers and 
chests, to barricades, chairs, party games 
and a trove of other useful treasures.  
Delivery and pick-up is provided.

“Last year, we investigated ways to 
increase neighborhood engagement and 
to simplify the neighborhood group 
block party process,” said Lori Schwarz, 
Director of Neighborhood Services.  
“After exploring similar programs in 

other communities we launched our own 
initiative, introducing our trailer at an 
April Love Where You Live event.  It has 
already been reserved by several neigh-
borhood groups.”

The Trailer is free to neighborhoods 
registered as a Neighborhood Group 
(Homeowners Association, Neighbor-
hood Association, Crime Watch) with 
the City’s BEST Neighborhood Division.  
Find out more about the Trailer and 
hosting a block party at www.plano.gov/
Block-Party, or contact a BEST Neigh-
borhood Planner at 972-941-7151.

In 1980 both the Rubik’s Cube and 
Pac Man made their debut.  The year 
also saw the debut of orange shag 

carpet and avocado-colored appliances 
in many Plano homes.  While some 
things only get better with time, worn 
carpet and outdated appliances do not.  
Plano’s unique Great Update Rebate pro-
gram helps Plano residents with homes 
35 years or older receive repair and 
renovation rebate assistance up to $5,000 
every 12 months.  

You are eligible if your taxes and 
insurance are current and your single 
family home, condo, duplex or town-
house is valued under $217,350 (35 years 
or older).  Repairs, including to rental 
and vacant properties, must exceed 10 
percent of the property tax value of 
your home.  While a new pool won’t 
garner a rebate, siding and roof repairs/
replacements, kitchen and bath remodels 
(including appliances), and many other 
improvements will.  After meeting with 
City staff on your upgrades, your rebate 
approval should take less than a week.  

Operating for 12 months, the program 
has seen 106 projects undertaken with 
$346,000 granted in rebates.  

The rebates have provided the spring-
board for private property owners who 
have reinvested nearly $2.67 million into 
our community to date. Thus far 8% of 
improvements have been interior, 46% 
exterior, and 46% a combination of both.

For information visit www.plano.
gov/646/Neighborhood-Services, or 
contact a planner at 972-941-7151.

Plano Public Library System celebrates 50th anniversary

City Council Meetings are on the second and fourth Mondays of the month with agendas and minutes posted online. The meetings 
can be watched live on Time Warner Channel 16, Verizon FiOS Channel 30 and 31, or anytime at planotv.org.

Armed with a spatula 
rather than a 4-iron, 
Plano Centre Exec-
utive Chef Bismark 
Quintanilla hit a hole-
in-one demonstrating 
his culinary skills 
at Augusta’s 79th 
Masters Tournament.  
Personally invited 
by Augusta Country 
Club’s executive chef, 

he prepared meals for The Golf Channel and 
other major sports network functions.  “I’m 
fortunate to have experienced cooking with 
talented chefs from across the country,” he said. 
“It reminded me of my good fortune in having 
a talented, hard-working kitchen staff at Plano 
Centre.”  “Mixing craftsmanship with creativity 
is the hallmark of Chef Quintanilla,” said Plano 
Centre General Manager Mark Jarrell. “We are 
fortunate to have someone with his versatility 
and skills creating memorable dining expe-
riences for our patrons, from intimate social 
gatherings to large-scale conventions.”

Employee Spotlight

equity and inclusion, access to quality jobs, health and 
safety and protection of natural resources.   

Plano scored well in business retention and development 
with 399 new businesses created in the past three years 
along with increased employment rates.  Plano’s park sys-
tem was touted for promoting active living lifestyles, com-
munity programming, environmental and health benefi ts.  
Plano also received high marks in arts and education and 
the effectiveness and quality of our public safety (Police, 
Fire) services.  

STAR provides a roadmap to evaluate and improve 
our economic, environmental and social performance 
measures, setting targets and measuring progress along 
the way.  Said Mayor LaRosiliere, “We pride ourselves on 
being a great place to live, work and play and this certi-
fi cation only confi rms what we’ve known all along: Our 
environment is healthy, our economy is strong and people 
can thrive in Plano.”

Pop-up ready to pop-in Great Update Rebate revitalizes
Plano neighborhoods

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

July 3

• Star Spangled Spectacular (Plano 
Concert in the Park Series - Plano 
Community Band)

• 7:00 PM Haggard Park & Historic 
Downtown Plano

• 901 E. 15th Street Plano

July 4

• Plano’s All-American Fourth 
Fireworks Show

• Oak Point Park and Nature Preserve
• 2601 Spring Creek Parkway Plano 
• 9:30-10:00 PM 
• Tune into 97.5 KLAK for simulcast

July 4

• 36th Annual Lions Independence 
Day Parade

• 9:00 - 11:00 AM
• Parade Route Starts at Plano ISD 

Admin Building 
• 2700 W. 15th Street Plano
• Route then travels north on 

Independence Parkway to Plano 
Senior HS.

July 4

• Patriotic Pops - Plano Symphony 
Orchestra

• 3:00 PM
• St. Andrew UMC 5801 W. Plano 

Parkway

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Angela Miner

Rick Grady Tom Harrison

Ron Kelley
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Famed science-fi ction writer Ray Bradbury once 
declared, “Without libraries what have we?  We 
have no past and no future.”  Unable to afford 

schooling, Bradbury found his local library a life-chang-
ing source of learning, culture and socialization, as 
thousands continue to do today.

2015 marks the 50th anniversary of the Plano Public 
Library System (PPLS), recognizing the passing of an 
ordinance by City Council in 1965 establishing a munici-
pal library.  Through fi ve libraries now spanning the City 
(Harrington, Haggard, Schimelpfenig, Davis and Parr), 
PPLS continues to provide a welcoming, supporting 
environment for engaging our community, enriching lives 
and educating minds.

“More than 4,000 people a day visit the libraries, and 
approximately 11,000 items a day are checked out,” said 
Library Director Cathy Ziegler.  “In an increasingly dig-
ital society that can sometimes be isolating, people come 

to the library to connect and reinforce the feeling they 
have as part of the community.”

Not all patrons visiting the library remember card cata-
logs, or librarians placing stamped due date cards in book 
pockets, but they know they have countless opportunities 
to learn, enjoy and connect through nearly 3,000 diverse 
cultural and educational programs offered annually. 

Reading remains the cornerstone of PPLS, with hun-
dreds of thousands of volumes, documents and magazines 
lining the shelves and thousands of eBook and eAudio 
book titles readily accessible.   

Preschoolers sing and dance learning concepts prepar-
ing them for school, while teens collaborate in the Digital 
Creation Spaces.  Families build and program robots, 
genealogy sleuths fi nd assistance tracking ancestors, a 
Job Center offers needed resources, while new gen-
erations learn mobile app development and computer 
programming.  

Take a trip through library history via the special 
50th anniversary timeline and prepare to be amazed at 
the phenomenal events, classes, social and educational 
opportunities offered through PPLS.  Visit the Libraries 
website at www.planolibrary.org.

The STAR Communities Rating System has certifi ed 
the City of Plano with a 4-STAR rating for national 
excellence in sustainability, attained through promo-

tion of a healthy environment, a strong economy and overall 
well-being for all residents and future generations.

“The 4-STAR certifi cation makes a powerful statement 
about Plano as a true City of Excellence,” said Mayor Harry 
LaRosiliere. “The STAR organization has only awarded a few 
communities a sustainability rating that high. In fact, we’re 
only the second city in Texas to achieve this status, behind 
Austin.”

Plano joined the STAR (Sustainability Tools for Assessing 
& Rating Communities) network as a Leadership Community 
in 2014, working towards certifi cation with a cohort of other 
communities from across the country.  It received a presti-
gious 4 out of 5 STAR rating.

Plano was rated in seven categories including livability, 
resource effi ciency, education, arts and community, citizen 

Plano’s four new City Council 
Members were sworn in, begin-
ning four-year terms of service 

representing, and working for, the 
people of Plano.

Outgoing Members Pat Miner, James 
Duggan and Pat Gallagher expressed 
appreciation to citizens and staff, 
offering support and encouragement 
to the newly-elected Members.  They, 
along with outgoing Member Andre´ 
Davidson, not present at the meeting, 
were honored that evening at a public 
reception that also afforded an opportu-
nity to meet the newly-seated Council.

The Council now includes Angela 
Miner (Place 1), Richard Grady (Place 
3), Ron Kelley (Place 5) and Tom 
Harrison (Place 7).  Rounding out the 
Plano City Council are Mayor Pro Tem 
Lissa Smith (Place 4), Deputy Mayor 
Pro Tem Ben Harris (Place 2), Council 
Member David Downs (Place 8) and 
Mayor Harry LaRosiliere (Place 6).  
Although identifi ed by Council Place, 
all City Council Members run and 
serve at large, each representing the 
entire City.  

The four newly-seated Council 
Members each bring their own unique 
business experience and a dedication to 
community volunteerism to the City’s 
governance process.  A shared focus is 
increasing dialogue between municipal 
government and the citizenry.  Other 
interests range from infrastructure 
renewal and development, fi rst-re-
sponder capacity, economic develop-
ment and business retention to fi scal 
responsibility and continued gover-
nance transparency. 

The governance process is unfor-
giving in accommodating a lengthy 
learning curve for new arrivals, who 
must hit the ground running, being 
sworn-in and immediately seated for 
business.  “We strive to ensure Council 
Members are comfortable in the logis-
tics of Council processes, enabling a 
seamless continuity in our municipal 
governance,” said City Manager Bruce 
Glasscock.  “Staff provides an in-depth 
orientation on everything from depart-
ment and key personnel overviews to 
electronic document transmittal, down 
to navigating the desk consoles during 

meetings.  This, combined with their 
own homework on Plano’s challenges 
and opportunities, enables us to imme-
diately move forward.”

With barely a month of service under 
its belt, Plano’s revamped City Council 
is already fi nding its stride.  “The cur-
rent Council Members and I welcome 
our new colleagues,” said Mayor LaRo-
siliere.  “We are confi dent they will use 
their efforts, talents and perspectives 
to augment the effectiveness of the 
City Council so we remain the City of 
Excellence.”

Plano receives prestigious 4-STAR community rating
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The City’s new Pop-Up Party 
Trailer is ready to pop-in wher-
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The mobile one-stop party shop is 
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thing from picnic tables, coolers and 
chests, to barricades, chairs, party games 
and a trove of other useful treasures.  
Delivery and pick-up is provided.

“Last year, we investigated ways to 
increase neighborhood engagement and 
to simplify the neighborhood group 
block party process,” said Lori Schwarz, 
Director of Neighborhood Services.  
“After exploring similar programs in 

other communities we launched our own 
initiative, introducing our trailer at an 
April Love Where You Live event.  It has 
already been reserved by several neigh-
borhood groups.”

The Trailer is free to neighborhoods 
registered as a Neighborhood Group 
(Homeowners Association, Neighbor-
hood Association, Crime Watch) with 
the City’s BEST Neighborhood Division.  
Find out more about the Trailer and 
hosting a block party at www.plano.gov/
Block-Party, or contact a BEST Neigh-
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Pac Man made their debut.  The year 
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in many Plano homes.  While some 
things only get better with time, worn 
carpet and outdated appliances do not.  
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35 years or older receive repair and 
renovation rebate assistance up to $5,000 
every 12 months.  

You are eligible if your taxes and 
insurance are current and your single 
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house is valued under $217,350 (35 years 
or older).  Repairs, including to rental 
and vacant properties, must exceed 10 
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garner a rebate, siding and roof repairs/
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(including appliances), and many other 
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approval should take less than a week.  

Operating for 12 months, the program 
has seen 106 projects undertaken with 
$346,000 granted in rebates.  

The rebates have provided the spring-
board for private property owners who 
have reinvested nearly $2.67 million into 
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“It reminded me of my good fortune in having 
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is the hallmark of Chef Quintanilla,” said Plano 
Centre General Manager Mark Jarrell. “We are 
fortunate to have someone with his versatility 
and skills creating memorable dining expe-
riences for our patrons, from intimate social 
gatherings to large-scale conventions.”
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Plano also received high marks in arts and education and 
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measures, setting targets and measuring progress along 
the way.  Said Mayor LaRosiliere, “We pride ourselves on 
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July 4

• 36th Annual Lions Independence 
Day Parade

• 9:00 - 11:00 AM
• Parade Route Starts at Plano ISD 

Admin Building 
• 2700 W. 15th Street Plano
• Route then travels north on 

Independence Parkway to Plano 
Senior HS.

July 4

• Patriotic Pops - Plano Symphony 
Orchestra

• 3:00 PM
• St. Andrew UMC 5801 W. Plano 

Parkway

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Angela Miner

Rick Grady Tom Harrison

Ron Kelley
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Mastery-driven, individualized 
instruction for grades 4-12

• Curriculum designed to fi t each student
• Short 4 hour school day (a.m. or p.m.)
• School is open year round
• Accredited, 8:1 ratio

2220 Coit Road, Suites 250 & 500 | Plano, TX 75075
 972-963-9662 | www.willowbendacademy.com
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it 
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.

W. Park Blvd.

Since 1998

Willow Bend
Academy

On campus or online
Domestic and international students all welcome

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco
www.townandcountryroo� ngdfw.com

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!

with an order of $5,000 
or more. Must mention 
Community Impact to 

redeem. Call for details.

Call Us Today for a FREE, No Obligation Estimate!
Roo� ng • Windows • Gutters • Painting • Fence Repair and more!

972.377.8188

Recent Storm Damage?
We’ve got you covered top to bottom

Like us on Facebook
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I n 2007 a group of Plano moms 
was faced with a dilemma: Their 
children, who live with  

disabilities, were becoming adults and 
their options were limited in terms of  
continuing education.

After much searching, they decided 
to start a nonprofit organization for 
adults with disabilities in 2008. Today, 
My Possibilities serves more than 350 
adults living with disabilities such as 
Aspberger’s, autism and Down syn-
drome, offering the first full-day,  
full-year continuing education pro-
gram in Collin County for disabled 
Texans who have aged out of  
secondary education.

The nonprofit is rolling out its  
newest program, Kyle’s Cabin, in July. 
My Possibilities already teaches job 
skills, but until now there has not 
been a way to use social living skills 
outside of the classroom, Executive 
Director Michael Thomas said. 

“Kyle’s Cabin is the extension of the 
classroom and the beginning of  
community-based residential training, 
so [our students] are going to get their 
feet wet with living independently,” 
he said.

Each HIPster, or Highly Important 
Person, graduates from the nonprofit’s  
university which helps students  
practice work and socialization skills. 
The introduction of Kyle’s Cabin, 
named after co-founder Charmaine 
Solomon’s son, will bring independent 
living skills into play, Thomas said. 

Participants will spend the week-
end at a house in Plano and experi-
ence what it is like to practice proper 
hygiene habits and perform household 

duties on their own. 
My Possibilities employees Grady 

Howell and his wife, Kelsey, will live 
at Kyle’s Cabin full-time.  At the end 
of the weekend, they will evaluate 
each guests’ stay. The goal is to rotate 
HIPsters through Kyle’s Cabin  
periodically to see if they are  
improving and what other areas they 
might need help in, Howell said.

“We want them to leave with skills 
that could benefit themselves and 
their family unit,” he said.

“My Possibilities has so far  
out-dreamed my plans and has 
become so much more than I 
expected. [It] continues to grow and 
expand due to the deficit in needs,”  
Solomon said. “I feel very proud and 
excited about what we have achieved 
as an organization in such a short 
space of time. I am so proud of all the 
community support that My Possibili-
ties has garnered in support for adults 
with special needs.”

My Possibilities
Group helps adults living with disabilities 

NONPROFIT

My Possibilities

1631 Dorchester Drive
469-241-9100
www.mypossibilities.org 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

My Possibilities was founded in 2008 and helps adults living with disabilities and their families.
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By Christina Alty

Save the date
The seventh annual My Possibilities 
HIPster Golf Classic, presented by 
Berry Family Services, is scheduled 
for Aug. 31 at Gleneagles Country 
Club, 5401 W. Park Boulevard. 
The tournament raises essential 
funds for programs benefitting adults 
with cognitive disabilities enrolled in  
My Possibilities. 

Kyle’s Cabin is being furnished 
by the generosity of individuals. 
Registries can be found at Bed, Bath 
and Beyond, Best Buy and Ikea. A 
link to the registries can be found at 
www.mypossibilities.org.
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My Possibilities offers art education classes to its HIPsters, or Highly Important People.

Sports Uniforms
Corporate Apparel

Gifts
Spiritwear

Wedding Gifts

Baby Showers
Bags

Drinkwear
Pens

and much more!

Wickedly Good Embellishments

Embroidery • Screen Printing • Vinyl/Glitter • Rhinestones
No minimums on most things. No order too big or too small.

3231 Independence Parkway | 972-525-2639 | www.stitchwitchplano.com
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SH 121 development picks up speed
Activity along SH 121 has exploded in recent years in Plano, Frisco and The Colony. The Grandscape development in The Colony, for 
instance, opened its anchor store, Nebraska Furniture Mart, in May. The retailer is expected to help with the city’s economic growth. 
On the Frisco side of SH 121, Crest Auto Group is building three new car dealerships, and a Wal-Mart is going in the Custer Bridges 
development.

GRANITE PARK

GRANDSCAPE LEGACY WEST

• 90 acres, 78,725 square feet of retail and dining
• Other features: five office buildings, hotel
• Dining tenants include Blue Fish, Hickory, Blue 

Mesa Grill and Tiff’s Treats
• Three new 500,000-square-foot office towers, 

which lease at $300 per square foot, include 
up-to-date technology and amenities

• Business tenants include Heartland Payment 
Systems and Mitel Networks Corporation

• More than 400 acres
• 3.9 million square feet of dining, entertainment 

and retail
• Anchor store: Nebraska Furniture Mart
• Other features: convention center, hotel and 

spa, outdoor amphitheater 
• Grandscape stretches more than a mile along 

SH 121 and is expected to draw millions of 
visitors each year

• 240 acres
• 300,000 square feet of retail, dining and 

entertainment
• 240,000 square feet of office space
• Expected to be home to about 13,000 jobs
• Restaurants to include Tommy Bahama Island, 

Taverna, Bistro 31, Toulouse, North Italia,  
Shake Shack and True Food Kitchen 

Headquarters/offices: 
Toyota Motor North America Inc., FedEx Office, 
Liberty Mutual Insurance

Features:
• Renaissance Hotel and a $300 million urban 

village that will contain 621 apartment homes, a 
shopping center and office space

• 30-story condominium tower named the Windrose 
at Legacy West located across the street from the 
urban village

• Gaedeke Group LLC purchased 11 acres east of 
the Toyota campus in May, where it plans to build 
a high-rise office project

1

2

3

Sources: RPAI, Grandscape, Jackson Shaw, KDC, Granite Properties, DuWest Realty, Lincoln Property Co., General Growth Properties, city of Plano, city of Frisco, city of The Colony/Community Impact Newspaper
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STATUS: TOWER V SCHEDULED FOR COMPLETION IN NOVEMBER 

STATUS: BROKE GROUND IN 2012, NO EXPECTED COMPLETION DATE

STATUS: EXPECTED COMPLETIONS FALL 2016 THROUGH 2018

Map not 
to scale

Designed by 
Aubrey Cade

$50 Off Custom Framing
on orders of $125 or more, with this ad.

Not valid with any other offers - Expires 8/1/15

Berkeley Square 
4701 W. Park Blvd., Suite 102 

(972) 867-9438
Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6, Saturday 10-5
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Existing development
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site of Legacy West, other transactions are being 
made along the nearly 8-mile stretch of SH 121, a 
corridor that has remained relatively dormant in the 
years since the Shops  at Legacy was built. 

“The creation of [Legacy] Town Center represents 
the first instance of the town center concept to an 
existing business development [in Plano],” said 
Sally Bane, Plano Economic Development executive 
director. “The ‘new urbanism’ principles applied in 
the original Town Center will be equally successfully 
applied to its extension, Legacy West.”

Regional commerce attraction
The neighboring cities of Frisco and The  

Colony have seen their respective stretches of  
SH 121 become landing zones 
for major development as well. 

The Colony’s Grandscape 
mixed-use development sits on 
more than 400 acres and includes 
Nebraska Furniture Mart, which 
is expected to bring in 8 mil-
lion shoppers per year, said Keri 
Samford, economic development 
director with The Colony. As 
Legacy West is to Plano, Grand-
scape is expected to assist in The 
Colony’s growth, Samford said. 

“It’s the front door to our com-
munity,” she said. “… [Grand-
scape] will be a real destination.”

At the same time, the largest Volkswagen dealer-
ship in the country—Hendrick Volkswagen Frisco—
opened in April along SH 121. Nearby, Crest Auto 
Group is building three more dealerships—Cadillac, 
Infiniti and Volvo—on a 35-acre plot, which will 
include a car wash and collision repair center.

Hot spot for development
Interest from prospective new corporations 

at Legacy West has exceeded the expectations 
of FedEx Office and Toyota campus developer,  
KDC Vice President Colin Fitzgibbons said.

While he said he could not  predict what kind of 
impact Legacy West will have on the area, KDC’s 
other large-scale projects have shown similar rip-
ple effects in terms of spurring additional corporate  
development in the area.

“What I think will happen and what I’m 
hearing is that [when] these huge whales of  
companies [like Toyota and FedEx] put a location 
down … [we see] a lot of other companies that either 
already do business with them or are trying to do  
business with them starting to see what else is nearby,”  
Fitzgibbons said. “We also see smaller  
companies leasing up buildings that are already 
available nearby, and I think that will continue over 
the next few years.”

Heading northward from Preston to Custer 
roads, for sale signs dot the frontage road along  
SH 121 in Plano. Hundreds of acres are up for grabs 
to be turned into anything from office buildings and 
retail to townhomes and restaurants. 

With construction of Plano Crossing, which 

is  at Ohio Drive and SH 121, now complete, Scott  
Rogers, DuWest Realty vice president of leasing, is in 
the process of finding retailers for 30,000 square feet 
of retail at Ohio Drive. Tenants so far include Hard 
Knocks Laser Tag and Viceroy  Indian Restaurant, 
both scheduled to open this fall. 

“It is a very good location. There’s a lot going on 
along the [SH] 121 corridor,” Rogers said. “The only 
downside is that most [potential] tenants already 
have locations within a 1-mile radius. The challenge 
is finding new tenants that are coming to town and 
expanding those that are already within the Stone-
briar Mall area.” 

Attraction to the land along SH 121 has started 
to pick up, Duggan Realty President James Duggan 
said.  He said his real estate brokerage firm has expe-
rienced increased interest from developers through-
out the past four years.

In June, the company sold three 
pad sites—two for professional 
medical buildings and the other for 
a retail center—at Independence 
Parkway and SH 121. Duggan, a 
former Plano city councilmember, 
attributed this progress simply to 
favorable economic timing.

“We’re seeing quite a bit of  
activity out there recently. The whole 
[North Texas] region has had a lot 
of growth,” Duggan said. “It’s not 
just Nebraska Furniture Mart [and] 
it’s not just Legacy West. All of 
these [developments] are key fac-
tors but … timing is [also] a huge  

factor. We want to take advantage of the time that we 
have and be thankful for the next [few] years.”  

Plano Tomorrow plan
The city’s working draft of the Plano Tomor-

row comprehensive plan outlines the future for 
development and urban design for the next 20 
years. Its land use map reveals potential for a mix 
of retail, office, restaurant, medical, hotel and  
technology-based uses from Rasor Boulevard to 
Custer Road. 

Other employment centers like Granite Park at 
 Legacy Drive and the Dallas North Tollway are 
expected to be built from Spring Creek Parkway to 
Preston Road and will provide corporate office cam-
puses, medical centers and research facilities. Res-
idential development is not considered appropriate 
within these centers, which will serve as the area’s 
primary role as an employment hub, according to 
the plan.

With 486 acres of undeveloped land left in Plano 
along SH 121, current city zoning encourages a 
range of commercial uses there, allowing the corri-
dor to make a visible impact for the city for years to 
come, city Planning Director Christina Day said.

“We expect Toyota, FedEx and Liberty Mutual 
to inspire supporting companies to locate nearby 
within the next several years,” Day said.

SH 121
Continued from | 1

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

PLANO CROSSING6

• Construction completed in May
• 54,000 square feet of retail at Ohio Drive 

and SH 121
• Anchored by The Home Depot, adjacent 

to Wal-Mart Supercenter and Sam’s Club
• Current tenants include Viceroy Indian 

Restaurant and Hard Knocks Laser Tag, 
both scheduled to open this fall

• Leasing options available through  
DuWest Realty
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CUSTER BRIDGES8

STATUS: PRELIMINARY SITE 
PLAN APPROVED FOR WAL-MART 

SUPERCENTER 

• 45 acres
• Current tenants: Starbucks, Wal-Mart, 

Firehouse Subs, Comet Cleaners, 
McDonald’s, AT&T, Villa Nails & Spa

CREST AUTO GROUP 
DEALERSHIPS

7

STATUS: UNDER CONSTRUCTION, 
SCHEDULED TO OPEN IN FALL 2015

• 35 acres
• Development includes three dealerships– 

Cadillac, Infiniti and Volvo–that will be 
moving to Frisco from Plano. 

• Other features: car wash, collision repair 
facility

VILLAGE 1215

STATUS: UNDER CONSTRUCTION

• 80 acres with 474,000 square feet of 
retail, restaurants and banking

• Other features: office space, hotel and 
apartments 

• Anchored by Market Street, Michaels, 
HomeGoods and Ipic Entertainment

• Built in 1999
• Development includes 400,000 square 

feet of dining and retail
• Includes Legacy Business Park and 

Legacy Town Center
• Tenants include Elaine Turner, lululemon 

athletica, Kendra Scott, Jasper’s and  
Del Frisco’s Grille 

THE SHOPS AT LEGACY4

Existing development

STATUS: COMPLETED MAY 2015

“We expect  
[Legacy West] to 
inspire support-
ing companies 
to locate nearby 
within the next 
several years.”
 —Christina Day, Plano planning 
director
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IT’S HERE!
Where local lives.

Get to know your community on the all-new and 
completely redesigned communityimpact.com.
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The city of Plano offers several  

programs to help older neighborhoods 

thrive as the community continues to 

grow in scope and population.
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Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

this great amount of housing product that we 
have of a certain age and a certain size, we 
could meet a lot of that demand.” 

According to a 2006 housing study conducted by 
the city, Plano defines workforce housing as homes 
for families earning between 80 and 120 percent of 
the area’s median income, or between $65,000 and 
$99,000. Some professions that fall into this broad 
category are police officers, firefighters, teachers and 
retail management workers, according to the study. 

“We have a large population in Plano where 
[households] are making … $99,000 [a year] who 
need to be able to afford their home and maintain it,”  
Community Services Manager Shanette Brown said. 
“That is why the City Council has put so much money 
into [its revitalization programs].” 

Workforce housing needs
Ideally, housing should be available at prices and 

sizes suited to the labor force, according to the 2006 
study. A lack of affordable housing can affect the econ-
omy by causing employees to move outside of Plano, 
according to the report. 

The Plano Housing Corporation, Habitat for 
Humanity and Christ United Methodist Church 
are three local nonprofit organizations that support 
such revitalization efforts. In addition to building  
affordable housing for seniors and veterans, the Plano 
Housing Corporation also specializes in energy- 
efficient rehabilitation for older homes. 

By creating more energy-efficient homes, these 
projects are saving older neighborhoods from decline 
and are helping the workforce population by keep-
ing their energy bills low, said Jean Brown, executive 
director of the Plano Housing Corporation. 

“Every city in America right now has aging  
neighborhoods and how we address rehabilitation is 
to keep these neighborhoods sustainable,” she said. “If 
we don’t rehabilitate the property, they end up being 
rental properties. We’ve been seeing this here over and 
over for the past four or five years. [In addition,] if you 
don’t do the upgrades, people will move in and then 
find that they can’t afford the utilities.” 

In with the old
Plano’s Great Update Rebate is one such program 

that offers assistance for renovations and other main-
tenance projects for moderately priced homes 35 
years and older. It also allows investors to perform  
rehabilitation projects on applicable homes for resale.  
More than 123 homes in Plano have benefited from 
the program since it started in April 2014. 

“We’re in the process of a lot of change right now. 
We’ve got a lot of people who are moving out … and 
a lot of families are moving in,” Schwarz said. “We’re 
trying to get people to have community pride and … 
build that sense of connection.”

Love Where You Live projects have also helped to 
beautify these homes with the help of volunteers. In 
addition, Plano’s first-time homebuyers program and 
city grants specialize in guiding revitalization efforts 

Revitalization
Continued from | 1

Map not 
to scale

Great Update Rebate

Both programs

Love Where You Live

in these older single-family neighborhoods.
Assistance programs like these are paramount 

to the lower- and middle-classes’ homeownership 
future, Brown said.

“There is a lack of understanding when it comes to 
affordable housing. [People] think affordable  hous-
ing is old, blighted apartment complexes or houses,” 
she said. “There is very little workforce housing, and 
our workforce is what keeps our economy going. We 
serve working families—you have to have a job and 
you have to have good credit in order to participate in 
these programs. It is not a handout.” 

The great Update Rebate

Launched in 2014, this program reimburses homeowners and 
investors for home renovations in Plano’s older neighborhoods.

Eligible Properties: 
• Single family houses, duplexes, town homes and condos 
• Home must be 35 years or older
• Must be current on taxes and insurance
• Appraised total value must be less than or equal to 70% of the 

FHA single-family mortgage limit for Collin County ($310,500) 
• $5,000 limit per property per year
Projects include:
• 25% rebates for exterior projects like

•  foundation repairs
•  roof repair/replacement
•  window/door replacements
•  gutter replacement
•  solar screens
•  pool repair

• 10% rebates also available for interior projects

Love where  
you live

This program depends on the help of nonprofit 
organizations and neighborhood volunteers to 
help in the upkeep of older homes in Plano. 

• Launched in fall 2010 
• Supported by local faith groups, schools, 

businesses and nonprofit organizations
• Volunteers involved to date: 3,998
• Total investment to date $345,938
• Total land debris cleared: 84 tons
• Trash collected: 41 tons
• Total homes benefited: 235 
Projects include:

• landscaping or yard debris clearing
•  painting
•  gutter replacement
•  exterior home repairs
•  fence or porch repairs

Designed by 
Virginia Otto-Hayes

Source: city of Plano, Plano Housing Corporation
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May new listings

Plano

565 495

Collin County

2,096 1,957

 2014 vs.  2015

REAL ESTATE

Price 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold by zip code  June 2014 vs.  June 2015

–

+40% +12%

+20%

+11%
+15%

+6%

SELLERS

RENTERS

FROM THE PROS

David Long,  agent for Ebby Halliday Realtors 

“Get recommendations from an experienced Realtor as 
to what should be done to your home in preparation for 
sale. Get price recommendations from a qualified Realtor as 
well. Homes will likely sell at the top price range for their area 
today, but if priced too high [it] will sit on the market longer 
than desired.” 

Michael Fraser, Fraser Realty Group

“Rent has been steadily increasing [since] last year, and 
[rental homes] are going quick[ly] because homes are 
selling so fast and the sellers can’t find one to buy quick 
enough. Make sure you have your applications filled out and 
are ready to [be submitted] quickly. Often times it’s about 
being the first application in when it comes to rentals.” 

Market Pulse – June 2015

This month’s real estate section features 
The Creeks of Timber Brook. Located 
just east of US 75, these detached 
garage homes by M/I Homes feature 
covered patios and less lot maintenance 
than traditional homes. 

Nearby attractions include Oak Point 
Park and Nature Preserve and historic 
downtown Plano. 
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Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin 
County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas 
Real Estate Information System. Apartment renovation 
information courtesy of M/I Homes.

The Creeks of Timber Brook

FEATURED DEVELOPMENT

3001 Hurstwood Drive 
Plano, Texas  75074

Price range: $289,990-$384,298

Square feet: 1,875-3,162

Opened: November 2014 (development is 
60 percent complete)

Amenities: pond, hike and bike trails that 
run throughout the community, brick front 
porch, full irrigation system, energy-
efficient products throughout each home 
with a 16 seasonal energy efficiency 
ratio and heating, ventilating, and air 
conditioning system and a tankless water 
heater; gas fireplace and 5.1 surround 
sound; brick and stone exteriors with 
very detailed patterns as well as spacious 
front porches and courtyards

Schools: McCall Elementary School, 
Bowman Middle School, Williams High 
School, Plano East Senior High School

98.4% 100.5%

$262,000 $310,000

446 362

Homes on the market

Median sale price

Homes under contract

25Average days 
on the market

Percent of original price received

June 2015June 2014

549 396

Market Data comparison

Average days on the market in June 2015 
from listing date to closing date

CHAD LEMONS
NMLS #315006

p: 214.872.4442
c: 214.629.6172

clemons@fi rstratefi n.com
FirstRateFin.com

FIRST RATE FINANCIAL, LLC
A FIRST RATE

MORTGAGE LOAN
EXPERIENCE

FRASER
REALTY
GROUP

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? WE CAN HELP!

MATTHEW FRASER

Realtor® | Broker | Owner

214.995.1269
matthew@fraserrealtygroup.com
FraserRealtyGroup.com
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Hundreds of local 
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