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Plano seeks to be a leader among the 
water district, examines member city 
contract with water-saving efforts

City’s conservation 
comes with a price

By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins 
Thanks to ample rains, regional reservoirs like  

Lavon Lake are at full capacity and residents every-
where are taking notice. And for the first time since 
2011, the North Texas Municipal Water District, which 
provides water for cities throughout the region, has 
moved out of its drought restriction stages and into its 
normal water conservation plan.

The plan, which outlines the minimum guidelines 
for its member cities to follow, allows residents to 
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PLANO  EDITION 

Road work includes concrete repair, added turn lanes

Projects to refurbish aging 
streets increase across Plano

By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins
Paving the way for Plano’s pending 

growth has led to increased funding for 
the city’s public works and engineering 
departments. As a result, both depart-
ments are moving quickly to repair 
streets, neighborhood roads and alley-
ways to enhance the longevity of Plano’s 
infrastructure.

Having conducted less frequent 

inspections during periods of extreme 
growth and with portions of roads 
almost half a century old, city officials 
said they are utilizing added manpower 
and technology to effectively organize 
and track road repairs and improvement 
projects. 

“Something that was new 17 years 
ago is middle-age now. Even in the 
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Where local lives.
ALL-NEW & COMPLETELY REDESIGNED

COMING IN JUNE

working capital: $22 mil $12.4 mil $278,116 $-11.8 mil

working capitalCarryover: $27.4 mil $12.4 mil $278,116$22 mil

Contract workers for the city of Plano tear up a 
damaged section of Parker Road for replacement.

$144.2 mil

$69.2 mil

$53 mil

Total water revenue plus 
working capital carryover:

*Paid to district:

**Operating expenses:

$143.1 mil

 $76.9 mil

 $53.7 mil

$141 mil  

$86 mil 

$54.7 mil

$135.9 mil

 $92.7 mil

$55.1 mil

Working capital refers to the money saved from the water and sewer fund to cover 
operational costs until water payments are received. This reserve is expected to 
decrease over the next three years as it continues to be used to offset increasing 
operational expenses.

Plano’s water and sewer fund

2013-14
actual

Year: 2014-15
projected

2015-16
projected

2016-17
projected

Number of days city 
can operate water 

department with 
working capital 

balance:

Source: city of Plano 

*Rebates earned from unused gallons factored into NTMWD future payment
**Transfer to funds such as cap improvements, metering, technology

92
days

47
days

1
day days

-38
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In what sectors/industries would you 
like to see more job opportunities open 
up in Plano?

 37.5% Corporate/administrative

  25% Education

   15.7% Government

  12.5% Food service/retail

 9.3%  Other

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 04/23/15–05/26/15
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
Someone did a rain 

dance, and Mother 
Nature responded! 
Record rainfall in April 
and May brought us out 
of Stage 3 water restric-
tions, but Plano’s water 
supply remains a delicate 
resource to manage. In 
this issue, we break down 
the financial impact of 
supporting future water 

infrastructure for the North Texas area. 
Aside from the recent deluge, there has been an 

increase in orange cones and lane closures across 
town. We dig in to this on Page 22 with an informa-
tive graphic showing what is being done and which 
streets to avoid in the meantime. 

As many readers probably have already noticed, 

our May edition of Community Impact Newspaper 
has been delivered in a more portable format. This is 
by design, as is the re-birth of our website which goes 
live in June. 

There you will find a new, sleek showcase of 
hyperlocal content updated daily. This will always be 
free information, as helping residents and businesses 
thrive in Plano is our mission. 

We aim to be a destination for everything local, 
and these upgrades are representative of our commit-
ment to readers. We invite your feedback as we con-
tinue to innovate the delivery of local news in Plano.

Leanne Libby
GENERAL MANAGER

llibby@communityimpact.com
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LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How often do you think it is 
necessary to water your yard?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/pln-poll

Plano is preparing for an influx of jobs. With unemployment 
numbers lower than the national average, Plano’s new jobs will 
help keep the local economy strong.
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READER COMMENT

“Having traveled the world [and] lived [everywhere] from 

Rhode Island to Hawaii during my career, I can honestly say 

that Plano rocks. And being centrally located with the rest of 

the U.S. only a short enjoyable drive to [Dallas-Fort Worth] 

and a short flight away, I couldn’t have asked for more. 

Thanks Plano!”

—Loren W.
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6521 Preston Rd, Plano, TX 75024 • www.antoonfamilydental.com • (972) 267-5000

Saturday Appointments Available
Financing Available • O�  ce Discount Dental Plan Available

Tennyson Pkwy.

P
reston R

d.

 Experienced. Proven. Dedicated.
Serving the Plano Community for 18 Years!

 $59
New Patient O� er
Includes take-home whitening 

kit, Comprehensive Exam, 
X-rays and Routine Cleaning

Some restrictions apply.  
Call o�  ce for details.

 $750
Porcelain Crown O� er

(Codes D2752 or D2740)
Additional treatment may require additional cost.

May not be combined with dental insurance.
Some restrictions apply.  Call o�  ce for details
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4  Located in Junction 15 in downtown 
Plano, Amazeballz opened May 14 at 
930 E. 15th St., Ste. 200. The cake ball 
bakery offers a variety of flavors along 
with products like cookies and caramel 
flavors from local artisans.  
214-223-8044. www.getamazeballz.com

5  Texas Leather Interiors opened 
May 1 at 6924 SH 121. The San Antonio-
based furniture store offers custom-
made designs for home and office as 
well as a showroom to help customers 
choose leather, color, size and finish 
preferences. 214-494-6444.  
www.texasleatherinteriors.com

6  Kona Grill opened its second 
Dallas-Fort Worth location May 6 at 
5973 W. Parker Road. The restaurant 
offers burgers, flatbreads, soups, salads, 
award-winning sushi and cocktails.  
214-945-2500. www.konagrill.com

7  Basera Indian Cuisine Biryani & 
Grill opened May 8 at 8232 Preston 
Road, Ste. 125. The eatery offers 
Indian specialty dishes, biryani, grill 
menu items and lunch buffet. Upscale 
amenities include a projector and screen 
for working lunch meetings. Patio 
seating is also available.  
972-666-8266. www.basera-dfw.com

8  Fast-casual Italian concept Spezzo 
opened May 7 at 4901 W. Park Blvd., 
Ste. 521. The restaurant offers hand-
made pizzas, pastas, lasagna, soups, 
salads and appetizers. 972-596-8942.

9  Shinola celebrated the opening of 
its first store to open in Texas on May 18 
at 1039 E. 15th St in historic downtown 
Plano. The Detroit-based luxury brand 
store will sell American-made watches, 
jewelry, pet accessories, leather goods, 
bicycles and other products. 
972-543-4583. www.shinola.com

Now open:

1  Fantastic Sams opened April 22 at 
3131 Custer Road, Ste. 100. The salon 
offers hair services for men, women 
and children as well as a line of salon-
quality hair care products.  
469-814-0765. www.fantasticsams.com
 

2  LuminCARE, a patient-focused 
family care and urgent care clinic, 
opened May 11 at 3909 W. Parker 
Road, Ste. 104. LuminCARE provides 
personalized and quick comprehensive 
care as well as up-to-date vaccine and 
immunization services 469-609-3062. 
www.lumincare.com

3  Style Floors opened its third 
Dallas-Fort Worth store April 1 at 3645 
Dallas Parkway, Ste. 523. The flooring 
company offers a wide selection and 
gallery and also offers custom granite 
countertops, kitchen cabinets and 
bathroom vanities. 469-814-0527.   
www.stylefloors.net

IMPACTS
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San Jacinto Pl.

Legacy Cir. 

Plano’s family owned Chevrolet Dealer
SINCE 1924SINCE 1924

972-395-5095 | 1001 Coit Rd • Plano | www.huffineschevyplano.com
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We will make every attempt to provide a loan/courtesy 
vehicle for each of our service guests when scheduling 
an appointment that cannot be performed in 2 hours 
or less. 

FREE SERVICE LOANERS

Sale Price:  $22,999
MSRP:$27,845 

*2014 Chevrolet Cruze LTZ,Leather, Sunroof, plus TT&L. 

Stock 
#L1145

2014 Chevrolet Cruze LTZ
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Compiled by Kelley Chambers-Crimmins
News or questions about Plano? 

Email us at plnnews@communityimpact.com
10  1 CP Place opened in May at 7709 
San Jacinto Place, Ste. 203.  
Dr. Janice E. Brunstrom-Hernandez 
and her team provide expert pediatric 
neurology health care and therapy 
services for patients with cerebral 
palsy and CP-associated conditions.  
469-331-0030. www.1cpplace.com

Coming Soon

11  Cowboys Nail Bar will be opening 
May 30 at 2208 Dallas Parkway, 
Ste. 325-A. The salon is the second 
location to open in Collin County and 
specializes in nail care, wax services, 
facials and massages. 972-473-6777.  
www.cowboysnailbar.com

12  Menchies is set to open at the end 
of July at 4801 W. Park Blvd., Ste. 425. 
The California-based frozen yogurt 
shop provides a variety of kosher 
flavors with toppings such as fruit, 
chocolate chips, sprinkles and tapioca 
balls. Gluten-free and vegan options 
are also available. 972-612-0100.  
www.menchies.com

Relocations

13  Mia Fiori has relocated from 7300 
Lone Star Drive, Ste. C-103, to 5840 
Legacy Circle, Ste. D-165. Owner 
Alexis Naccarato has created custom 
floral arrangements for more than  
20 years. The shop also features art 
and gifts for purchase. 972-599-9697.  
www.mia-fiori.com

Anniversaries

14   Regal Research and 
Manufacturing, 1200 E. Plano 
Parkway, celebrates its 35th 
anniversary this summer. The small, 
woman-owned comprehensive 
electromechanical contract 
manufacturing services company 
moved to Plano from Garland in 2006. 
972-494–0359. 
www.regalresearch.com

Renovations

15   Cici’s Pizza has completed 
renovations to its Plano restaurant, 
located at 2220 Coit Road, Ste. 300. 
The remodeled restaurant features a 
new interior design, new furniture 
and updated signage and graphics. 
The restaurant was one of the first to 
receive the systemwide rebranding 
style. 972-745-9313. 
www.cicispizza.com

Closings

16  Twisted Doh! Pretzels and Coffee, 
located at 1881 N. Central Expressway, 
Ste. 200, closed in April.  
www.twisteddoh.com

17   Nature’s Finest Art, located at 
1012 E. 15th St., closed May 28. The gift 
shop had been in business in downtown 
Plano for 17 years. Owner Susan M. 
Steblein plans to sell her products at 
local road shows. 972-898-7324. 
www.naturesfinestart.net

Texas Leather Interiors offers custom-made 
furniture for home and office.
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Kona Grill offers delicacies like the caterpillar 
roll (above) and the spicy king crab roll.
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Menchies offers kosher frozen yogurt with a 
variety of toppings such as sweets and fruit.
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Located in the Shops at Legacy, Mia Fiori 
offers gifts and custom floral arrangements.
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Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

2011 
Small Business 
of the Year

2011
Emerging
Business

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

2400 N. Dallas Parkway
Plano, TX

972.403.9018
fusionplano.com

To schedule a tour call Amy at 
972.403.9018 or see our upcoming 
events at fusionplano.com/events

Fusion also has a wide variety of summer 
programs including traditional summer 
school options (still taught in a non-
traditional way) like classes for credit, test 
preparation, and skill building. We also offer 
some unique-to-Fusion summer programs: 
Road Trip Nation, The Fusion Intensive, 
Create-a-Class, and Post-Graduation 
Navigation.

Fusion’s wellness program rounds out the academic experience for our students, 
providing a greater balance and offering opportunities for social, emotional, and 
personal growth.

Life is 
more than 
grades and 
classes.

Join us for our Health and Wellness Expo 
Saturday, June 27th from 9 am - 12 pm
Visit fusionplano.com or call 972.403.9018
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Do-It-Yourself Pest & Weed Control
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W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Mike and Lauri Smith and their son, Matthew, manage stores in Plano, Frisco and McKinney.
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Do-It-Yourself Pest & 
Weed Control
Family provides yard care know-how

Owners Mike and Lauri Smith 
of Do-It-Yourself Pest and 
Weed Control have been 

proponents of do-it-yourself projects 
before DIY became the popular acro-
nym it is today.

Originally from Phoenix, Arizona, 
the Smiths moved to Plano and with  
a list of business ideas 
and advice from a 
friend, the couple 
opened Do-It-Yourself 
Pest Control in March 
1985. From rodent 
infestations to dande-
lions and crabgrass, 
the small  
family-owned-and- 
operated business 
prides itself in offering 
expert advice and quality lawn, garden 
and pest control products at reason-
able prices. The store is a wholesaler 
to local landscape and pest control 
companies in the area as well.

“No one was doing anything like it 
at the time. It was a niche … and also 
in Texas where bugs were aplenty,” 
Lauri said. “We learned about chemi-
cals and took a university course that’s 
all about pest control technology and 
learned the business.” 

In addition to the Plano store, the 
company now has locations in Frisco 
and McKinney as well. For 30 years 
the Plano location has helped  
thousands of residents keep their 
yards and homes weed- and bug-free, 
Lauri said.

“[Customers] bring in their bugs 
[and weeds] in bags,” she said. “It 
helps to bring in a sample.”

In addition to offering free and 
friendly advice and providing treat-
ment services for those who may not 
be able to do the work themselves, 
Do-It-Yourself also sells products not  

typically found at 
large chain stores, 
Lauri said. 

“Every other store 
that sells things that 
kill weeds and things 
that kills bugs have 
basically the same 
large commercial, 
[big] box store men-
tality —sell it cheap 
[and] make sure it’s 

not too strong,” she said. “If you treat 
like a pro, you’re going to use the 
latest technology [and] you’re going to 
buy something that goes far for your 
money. These are the same products 
the pros use as well.”

With the spring rains concluding 
and mowing in full swing, now is a 
good time to apply a pre-emergent 
treatment for weeds, Smith said. 
When applied, the chemical works 
as an organic composter, eliminating 
thatch created by grass clippings, 
which serves as the perfect breeding 
ground for bugs and weeds. The com-
poster dissolves the thatch into the 
ground and also doubles as a fertilizer. 

Another piece of advice Lauri had 
for green thumbs in Plano is to be 

BUSINESS

2011 W. Spring Creek Parkway
972-769-7378
www.diypestweed.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

choosy when selecting a weed killer 
product, as nonselective weed killers 
can easily kill the surrounding grass. 

Knowing what weeds are growing in 
one’s yard can help determine which 
weed killer will be most effective, 
she said. Lauri still relishes in shar-
ing these “aha” moments with her 
customers. 

“The most fun is when customers 
come in and say, ‘Your son taught 
me five years ago how to do my yard 
and now I have the prettiest yard and 
everybody wants a yard like mine,’” 
Smith said. “I see more people with 
more problems than the [landscap-
ers] out there spraying [for bugs]. A 
lot of times [landscapers] don’t even 
know what’s in their tank.”

“They bring in 
their bugs [and 
weeds] in bags. 
It helps to bring 
in a sample.”
- Lauri Smith, co-owner,  
Do-It-Yourself Pest & Weed Control

What’s bugging Plano
Pest problems vary based on 
seasonal changes that the North 
Texas area is susceptible to, Lauri 
Smith said. Mosquitos have already 
made an early appearance this 
year thanks in part to the extra rain. 
With the help of the Smith family’s 
advice, residents can refill their own 
mosquito systems without having to 
pay a professional, Lauri said.

“In this little belt of Texas … it’s 
very weird. [The weather] affects 
what kind of bugs and weeds we 
see and when we see them,” said 
Smith. “Back in the ’80s and ’90s 
we didn’t see June bugs in April or 
May. They are the adults of the grub 

worms that eat your yard up. So if 
you have a lot of June bugs, their 

babies are out destroying your 
yard.”

Do you have a child living 
with cerebral palsy? 

WE CAN HELP!

 Pediatric Neurology and Physical
    Therapy clinic

 Internationally recognized Cerebral
    Palsy expert

 A comprehensive program to
    optimize your child’s mobility, health,
    independence and quality of life

7709 San Jacinto Pl #203, Plano, TX 

(469) 331-0030
www.1cpplace.com
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Little Sichuan Cuisine

Little Sichuan Cuisine owner Jean Gao brings the true taste of Sichuan Province to Plano.
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Little Sichuan Cuisine
Owner fuses authentic dishes from China

L ocated in the Asia World 
Market shopping center, Little 
Sichuan Cuisine is known for 

serving an authentic Chinese mix of 
regional cooking styles. Owner Jean 
Gao’s menu represents her love for 
Chinese culinary traditions.

“We cook true Sichuanese food. 
First off, that means spicy,” she said. 
“We put a lot of spices in our food, 
and that makes it very flavorful.”

Little Sichuan Cuisine opened eight 
years ago. The mother of two moved 
to the United States with her husband 
20 years ago, and when they moved to 
Plano from Houston 15 years ago, he 
encouraged her to open a restaurant. 
Asia World Market had just opened, 
making it a prime location for serving 
the type of homeland cuisine Gao’s 
team of professional Sichuanese chefs 
pride themselves in.

Gao frequents the market for fresh 
meat, vegetables, spices and other 
ingredients that make up her extensive 
menu. Gao runs every aspect of the 

business seven days a week, greeting 
guests and helping her staff of five. 

Perhaps what patrons notice first 
about the menu is its variety. Sich-
uanese food is all about the spices. 
From fresh garlic and ginger to green 
chili and Sichuan peppercorns, each 
dish is full of flavor, Gao said. Not all 
entrees are spicy, but each offers its 
own unique flavor. 

Sichuan is a province in central 
China whose capital city of Chengdu 
is a key economic center of western 
China. Modern Sichuanese cuisine 
includes traditional cuisine from the 
Hunan Province to the east and the 
Guangdong Province to the south, 
formerly known as Canton, Gao said. 

“China is a big country, so different 
[regions] cook different food,” Gao 
said. “Today, Sichuanese food includes 
Hunanese and Cantonese food. Sich-
uanese like [peppers]. Cantonese [peo-
ple] like it steamed to give it a more 
natural flavor. And Hunan people like 
it spicy. So you put it all together and 

DINING

240 Legacy Drive
Mon.-Thu., Sun. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
972-517-1374The tripe with ox tongue is made with Sich-

uan peppercorns and red chili oil ($7.95).
The pork with green peppers entree is a 
classic Hunanese dish ($10.95).            

The dry pot spicy pork intestine dish is mixed 
with peppercorns and spices ($15.95).

By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

you have a new Sichuanese food.”
Main entrees at Little Sichuan 

Cuisine include beef, tofu, pork and 
duck, and familiar favorites like ses-
ame chicken and appetizers like pork 
dumplings steeped in a spicy sauce, 
eggrolls and eggdrop soup,  Gao said. 

Other entrees include whole tilapia 
that Gao purchases live from the 
market as well as intestines, kidneys 
and other organs considered delicacies 
in Sichuan. 

Gao recommends the tripe and ox 
tail dish for those looking for a little 
more adventure.

For newcomers, it can be somewhat 
difficult to decide what to order. Gao 
watches as customers often study 
the menu and steal glances at other 
diners a table over to see what they 
ordered. Gao said she is always happy 
to educate her customers and make 
recommendations.

“Chinese food is hard to explain … 
and Sichuanese food is different. Each 
meal comes with a different flavor,” 
she said. “Everything is good right 
here. I always tell them to try some-
thing new [when they come back].”  

Legacy Dr. 
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 1   Legacy Drive repairs
One to two westbound and 
eastbound lanes along Legacy Drive 
from Preston Road to Independence 
Parkway will be closed for concrete 
repairs and pothole patchwork. Work 
along the eastbound lanes from 
Preston Road to Archgate Drive is 
expected to be completed by the 
end of June, weather permitting, and 
will continue from Archgate Drive to 
Independence Parkway in separate 
phases over the next six months.  
In addition, repair work on westbound 
and eastbound lanes along 
Legacy Drive from Custer Road 
to Independence Parkway is also 
underway and is expected to be 
complete by the end of June, weather 
permitting.

Timeline: April-November 2015 
Cost: $1.8 million 
Funding sources: city of Plano
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Project updateTRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area Compiled by Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

2   Park Boulevard trail widening 
Construction work along Park Boulevard 
between Archerwood Street and 
Enterprise Drive will continue through 
October for a hike and bike trail widening 
project. When complete, the existing 
4,000-foot-long, 5-foot-wide trail along 
the north end of Park Boulevard will be 
expanded to a 12-foot wide trail that will 
connect to the nearby Chisholm Trail. 
Traffic lanes will also be shifted slightly 
toward the median upon completion, but 
lane widths and number of lanes will not 
change.
Timeline: April-October 2015 
Cost: $2.1 million
Funding sources: city of Plano

3   Alma Drive repairs
Crews are moving northward along Alma 
Drive from Parker Road to the city limits 
in a project to repair concrete and 
potholes. Work initially started in October 
2013 and was suspended in March 
2014 while nearby road projects were 
being completed. Work recommenced in 
December 2014 and is expected to be 
completed by September.

Timeline: October 2013-September 
2015
Cost: $1.8 million
Funding sources: city of Plano

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@impactnews.com
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Renovations begin at McCall Plaza 
Fillmore Pub preps patio space for visitors, concert goers

By Christina Alty
Motorists traveling down  

15th Street through downtown Plano 
can sometimes miss the modest brick 
plaza located caddy-corner from the 
DART light rail station. That will 
change this fall, however, as renova-
tions to McCall Plaza are currently 
underway.

The $1.6 million project is expected 
to be complete in October, weather 
permitting, Deputy City Manager 
Frank Turner said.

Renovations will include a stage, 
sound booth, parking lot improve-
ments and decorative landscaping. 
The plaza - which was rededicated to 
former Plano mayor David McCall in 
2004—has not been updated since it 
was built in 1986, Turner said.

“We anticipate possible concerts, 
film nights and holiday-related 
events,” he said. “The stage and space 
will also be available for rental [and] 
there will also be new signage for the 
plaza and for the parking lot as well as 
new [lighting] to match the rest of the 
downtown [area].”

A two-directional stage will bring 
new visitors to the area, making it 
a focal point for downtown Plano, 
Turner said. The stage will be used for 
professional music acts while provid-
ing an open-air venue for local youth 
dance and performance groups. The 
new plaza will also include accommo-
dations for food trucks, Turner said.

Parking should not be an issue as 
only two parking spots [in the adja-
cent lot] would be lost to the reno-
vations, he said. Plano residents can 
expect to see other upgrades nearby 

such as a mixed-use development proj-
ect in conjunction with Southern Land 
Company. The private project, which 
has not yet been named, will feature 
190 apartments and 12,000 square feet 
of retail just west of McCall Plaza at 
the location of the former Municipal 
Center South building. 

Downtown business owner Rick 
Fambro said he is a fan of the project. 
Fambro is president of the Fairway 
Group, a commercial real estate 
brokerage firm located off J Avenue, 
adjacent to the plaza.

As a downtown merchant for more 
than 11 years, Fambro said he has 
been pleased with the overall growth 
in the area. The improvements will 
also help transform nearby Haggard 
Park from a pocket park to a much 
more active one, he said. 

“I am extremely excited about it,” 
Fambro said. “It will be one of the 
many things that will take downtown 
to the next level. The McCall Plaza 
improvements are kind of like icing on 
the cake.”

Manager Ryan Beavers of the Fill-
more Pub agreed and said the renova-
tions would be a win-win for the city 
and local businesses. The Fillmore, 
which is located adjacent to the plaza, 
will be adding additional outdoor 
patio seating. A walkway will connect 
the pub to the plaza.

“We are very excited. I think it will 
be better for downtown, especially for 
bigger events,” he said.

NEWS

This rendering shows McCall Plaza’s performance area. 
The project will be complete by this fall.
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Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com
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PLANO  Applications are being 
accepted for Plano’s Home Rein-
vestment Incentive Program. The 
program is part of the neighborhood 
revitalization program that also 
includes neighborhood vitality and  
beautification grants.  

The city’s incentive program 
is designed to help homeowners 
complete renovations for homes, 
duplexes, townhomes and condo-
miniums 35 years and older. Owners 
must be current on their taxes and 
homeowners insurance. The pro-
gram is also available for rental 
homes and homes purchased for 
resale.

The program averages about 
$4,300 in rebates per project. Private 
property owners have invested more 
than $2.6 million in the program in 
the past 12 months.

“The idea of neighborhood revi-
talization is focused on making sure 
that we are providing a balanced 
workforce and ensuring that we have 
housing that addresses all aspects 

of our community,” Neighborhood 
Services Director Lori Schwarz said. 
“[We’re] looking at being able to 
reinvest in those [existing] moder-
ately priced homes.”

The application deadline is July 31. 
For an application and information, 
visit www.plano.gov/greatupdatere-
bate.com or call 972-941-7151.

CITY & COUNTY
News from Plano and Collin County Compiled by Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

Rebate program accepting applications
PLANO  New City Councilmembers 
were sworn in on May 20, which was 
followed by a special reception for the 
City Council’s outgoing councilmem-
bers at Plano Centre on May 21.

The reception allowed residents to 
say farewell to outgoing councilmem-
bers Pat Gallagher, Jim Duggan, 
Andre Davidson and Pat Miner. 

In the May 9 election, Place 5 
Councilmember Ron Kelley replaced 
Duggan and Place 7 Councilmember 
Tom Harrison replaced Gallagher, 
both of whom decided not to seek a 
second term. Place 3 Councilmem-
ber Rick Grady ran unopposed and 
replaced retiring Councilmember 
Andre Davidson, who had served on 
the council for five years. 

Place 1 Councilmember Angela 
Miner ran unopposed and replaces 
her husband, Pat Miner, who retired 
after serving two terms on the council. 

The new councilmembers attended 
their first regular meeting was on May 
26 and will serve four-year terms. 

Harrison is a retired telecom exec-
utive who serves on several projects 

with Custer Road Methodist Church. 
Kelley is a retired business executive 
and serves as executive director of 
Prestonwood Foundation, a nonprofit 
arm of Prestonwood Baptist Church. 

Kelley ran on a platform of gov-
ernment transparency and said his 
business experience and proven track 
record as a public servant under the 
Prestonwood Foundation qualified 
him to represent his fellow residents.

“The election is over and now it 
is time to serve the great people of 
Plano,” Kelley said. “Our city is one of 
excellence, but we have some signifi-
cant issues facing us. I look forward to 
being a part of this discussion.”

New councilmembers sworn in to office

Graduation is quite a milestone, 
and you’ll want to commemorate 
this achievement with a truly 
life-changing gift for your graduate: 
Blade-Free HD IntraLASIK from 
Kleiman|Evangelista Eye Center.

Schedule a FREE LASIK consultation now! 
800.714.2020|LASIKsurgery.com

VISIONOur

GRADUATE
for Your

3645 Dallas Pkwy, Suite 545, Plano, TX 75093

Exclusive

Plano ISD Offer:

$1500 OFF
Blade-Free HD IntraLASIK

Photo of a porch before renovations.

The same porch after rebate renovations.Councilman Rick Grady is sworn into office.
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Plano and Collin County Compiled by Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_pln

TweetingsMeetings

City announces candidates for fire chief
PLANO   The search for Plano’s 
next fire chief has been narrowed to 
six candidates. The finalist will be 
announced by August.

“We received an impressive num-
ber of highly qualified applicants 
who want to be the next Plano fire 
chief,” City Manager Bruce Glass-
cock said in a release. “It has been 
an extremely competitive process to 
get to this point in the search, and 
we are confident that this effort will 
result in finding a professional chief 
who will have the experience and 
vision to lead the outstanding Plano 
fire-rescue team.”

The city hired executive search 
firm Strategic Government 
Resources of Keller in January to 

conduct and manage the search to 
replace former chief Brian Crawford. 
The city received 42 applications 
from candidates in 19 states. Can-
didates were interviewed in-person 
May 27-28 and will complete com-
prehensive questionnaires, online 
interviews, a mental assessment and 
a background check.

Plano interim fire Chief Marty 
Wade is the only local candidate 
selected as a finalist. Wade has 
served as a Plano Fire-Rescue’s 
deputy chief since 2013 and began 
his career with the Plano Fire 
Department in 1989 as a fire rescue 
specialist. 

Information on other candidates 
can be found at www.plano.gov.

Plano City Council
Regular meetings are scheduled 
at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month.
Plano Municipal Center, 1520 K Ave.
Live webcasts are available online.
www.plano.gov

Collin County Commissioners  
Court 
Meetings are generally scheduled at  
1:30 p.m. each Monday.
Jack Hatchell Collin County Administration 
Building, 2300 Bloomdale Road, McKinney. 
972-424-1460 www.co.collin.tx.us

Plano Independent School 
District
Meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m.  
on the first Tuesday of each month.
Plano ISD Administration Building,  
2700 W. 15th St. 
469-752-8100. www.pisd.edu

Bond Sale Schedule

• June 8—Week of ratings calls
• June 15—Court approves Parameters 

Order
• June 22—Week of receive credit 

ratings
• June 25—Final comments due on 

Preliminary Official Statement
• June 26—Finalize Preliminary Official 

Statement Send Official Statement to 
i-Deal Prospectus for Electronic Distri-
bution to Underwriters

• July 6—Week of Pricing: Adopt Orders 
and Purchase Agreements and Awards 
the Bonds

• July 14—Print Final Official Statement
• August 12—Bond closing and delivery 

of funds

Collin County 
Commissioners 
Commence sale
COLLIN COUNTY  County 
commissioners voted to begin 
a long process of selling $43.4 
million in road bonds and $2.3 
million for parks and open 
space. The funds, totaling $45.7 
million, will not be issued until 
August.

Plano will receive  
$6.4 million for intersection 
improvements, ramp improve-
ments, and road widening 
projects. The parks and open 
space bonds  are open for bids 
and will close Aug. 12. 
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

By Joe Olivieri

HB 40, a bill clarifying that the state—not 
local authorities—regulates oil and gas 
activity, was signed by Gov. Greg Abbott on 
May 18. It took effect immediately. 

HB 931, a bill that would change how 
unemployment insurance benefits are 
allocated, was sent to Abbott May 20. 
According to the bill’s analysis, current law 
“incentivizes unemployed individuals to 
remain out of work for at least four weeks 
because they will be paid double for the 
fourth week of unemployment.” The bill 
amends how individuals would be eligible for 
benefits during the “waiting week.”

By Kelli Weldon

At a May 14 House meeting, Rep. Jimmie 
Don Aycock, R-Killeen, moved to postpone 
consideration of HB 1759—the school finance 
bill he co-authored—until July 4. As a result, 
any school finance changes would have to 
come from general appropriations bill HB 1, 
according to Aycock’s staff.

On May 11, Gov. Greg Abbott signed SB 
149 into law. The legislation will establish 
committees to determine if students who 
pass classes but fail state tests can graduate.

On May 7 the Senate passed HB 4. Filed 
by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston, the bill aims to implement high-quality standards 
for prekindergarten education. In a statement, Abbott said he thinks HB 4 will help 
strengthen the foundation for student success. At press time he had not signed the bill. 

By Lyndsey Taylor

On May 19, the House passed SB 339, which 
legalizes and regulates the growth of cannabis plant 
high in CBD and low in THC in Texas. 

Gov. Greg Abbott can veto SB 339, sign the bill or 
take no action. 

SB 339 would allow patients access to cannabis 
as medicine upon the recommendation of two 
board-certified medical specialists. According to 
the bill’s analysis, cannabidol oil has been shown 
to “dramatically decrease” the number of seizures 
in people with intractable epilepsy, or people with 
a higher risk of a shortened life span, bodily injury, 
mental health impairment. Cannabidol oil is an extract 
from the cannabis plant. 

By Leslee Bassman

As the 84th regular session of the Texas Legislature winds down, the House and 
Senate are coming to terms over proposed bills affecting state budget considerations 
including tax relief for homeowners and businesses.

On May 20, the Senate Finance Committee passed HB 32 that cuts $2.5 billion in 
franchise taxes, with a franchise tax rate decrease from 1 percent to 0.75 percent over 
the next two years. The bill raises the tax threshold for small businesses from $10 million 
to $20 million. 

The House and Senate chambers are at odds as to how to cut taxes for residents, with 
the Senate touting a property tax cut and the House promoting a sales tax reduction. 

The Texas House of Representatives unanimously passed SB 20 on May 19. The bill, 
proposed by Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, increases the disclosure and reporting 
of state contracts.

“Texas citizens rely on state contracts to receive services they need, and we must 
ensure that those contracts are awarded fairly and transparently,” said Nelson. 

TRANSPORTATION ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

HEALTH CARE

HIGHER EDUCATION

BUDGET

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_pln and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com.

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper is reporting on 
bills and funding for the state regarding the budget, economy and small busi-
ness, transportation, public education, higher education, health care and more. 
All information on this page is as of May 20.

By Amy Denney 

The status of additional state funding for the 
Texas Department of Transportation is up in the 
air as the House and Senate will discuss their 
differences on approving a bill designed to divert 
money to the State Highway Fund that helps fund 
TxDOT.

On April 30 the House approved Senate Joint 
Resolution 5, which would dedicate $3 billion of 
revenue from the state sales and use tax to the SHF 
each fiscal year. However, the bill differs from the 
Senate’s version, approved March 4. The Senate’s 
version of the bill would dedicate the first $2.5 billion of motor vehicle sales tax revenue 
to the state’s general revenue fund and the second $2.5 billion to the SHF. The Senate 
declined to accept the House’s version of the bill May 4, requiring both chambers to 
hash out differences in a conference committee.

By Jennifer Curington

Many bills slated to bring various changes 
to higher education establishments are still 
waiting for passage. 

A bill that would allow licensed concealed 
weapon owners to carry a firearm on public 
college campuses was approved by the 
Senate, but still has not been heard on the 
House floor. 

A bill repealing current law allowing 
undocumented students, referred to as 
“Dreamers”, to pay in-state tuition rates is 
waiting to be heard by the Senate.  

Other bills currently in limbo include those 
that would issue revenue bonds to help higher education institutions fund capital 
projects, such as new facilities, on the campus. 

University presidents Bill Powers and Mark 
Hussey joined forces earlier in the legisla-
tive session, asking lawmakers for funding.

Representatives discuss a bill May 5.
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• Authored by Sen. Kevin 
P. Eltife, R-Tyler

• Would amend the current 
law relating to the medical 
use of low-THC canna-
bis and the regulation of 
related organizations and 
individuals

• Would allow patients 
access to cannabis oil 
upon the recommenda-
tion of two board-certified 
medical specialists 

SB 339

FUNDING TEXAS ROADS

Motor vehicle 
sales tax

$2.5 billion 
to general 

revenue fund  
then  

$2.5 billion  
to State 

Highway Fund

Sales and  
use tax

$3 billion   
+ 2% of 
growth  
to State 

Highway Fund

Senate House

Source: Texas 
Legislature Online

 Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock, R-Killeen, 
moved to postpone consideration of HB 
1759 at a May 14 meeting at the Capitol.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

REP. MATT SHAHEEN • DISTRICT 66

Plano

Dallas

289

121

R-Plano

Elected: 2014

512-463-0594

matt.shaheen@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 

• Supported SB 
1139 to provide 
two district courts 
and one county  
court-at-law in 
Collin County. The 
bill was passed in 
the Senate on April 27. 

• Co-authored HB 114 providing 
greater oversight of capital 
appreciation bonds used by local 
governments was passed in the 
House on May 13.

SEN. VAN TAYLOR • DISTRICT 8

289

190

121

Plano

Dallas

R-Plano

Elected: 2014

512-463-0108

van.taylor@
senate.state.
tx.us

Recent activity: 
• Spearheaded  

ethics reform to 
help terminate 
conflicts of 
interest, and 
increase 
transparency and 
make politicians 
more accountable to voters.

• Helped push for an increase in 
border security funding

• Helped pass property and business 
tax relief as well as several measures 
to limit the growth of government

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR PLANO

SEN. JANE NELSON • DISTRICT 12

R-Flower Mound

Elected: 1993

512-463-0112

jane.nelson@
senate.state.
tx.us

Recent 
activity: 

• Authored 
and passed 
Senate Bill 
200, which 
reorganizes 
Texas’ health 
and human services agencies. The 
bill passed in the Senate on April 15.

• Authored SB 55, which creates a 
grant program to help provide mental 
health services for veterans.

35E
35W

30
Dallas

Denton

Recent activity: 

• Filed SB 1139 
to provide two 
district courts 
and one county  
court-at-law in 
Collin County. 
The bill was passed in the Senate on 
April 27. 

• Filed House Bills 1623, 1878 and 
2082 to assist Children's Health 
System provide care. The bills were 
passed in the House on May 8.

REP. JODIE LAUBENBERG • DISTRICT 89

75

380

DallasPlano

R-Plano

Elected: 2002

512-463-0186

jodie.
laubenberg@
house.state.tx.us

REP. RON SIMMONS • DISTRICT 65

R-Carrolton

Elected: 2012

512-463-0478

ron.simmons@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 

• Filed HB 
20 to add 
accountability 
to the Texas 
Department of Transportation’s 
process for prioritizing project 
funding. The bill was passed in the 
House on May 1.

• Filed HB 1286 which strengthens 
the definition of a disabled person to 
support stricter penalties for injury to 
a disabled person. The bill passed in 
the house on April 13.

12135
Lewisville

REP. JEFF LEACH • DISTRICT 67

R-Plano

Elected: 2012

512-463-0544

jeff.leach@house.
state.tx.us

Recent activity: 

• Filed HB 207 to 
provide tougher 
penalties for sexual 
offenders. The 
bill passed in the 
House on May 12.

• Filed HB 2489 to protect private 
property rights of homeowners. The 
bill passed in the House on May 8.

• Filed HB 2596 to expedite processing 
time for protective orders filed by 
victims of domestic violence. The bill 
was passed in the House on May 15.

75

121

Plano

Allen

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_pln— and 
throughout the legislative session search for 
#CITxLege for coverage that matters to you.

City of Plano legislative priorities

Below is a description of the priorities the Plano City 
Council approved for the 84th legislative session.

• Oppose legislation that would erode municipal 
authority, impose costs on cities or reduce city 
revenue

• Back economic development legislation that create 
jobs which benefit the region and does not create a 
disadvantage to cities providing dedicated sales tax 
revenue for regional transit services. 

• Back legislation that provides dependable multi-
year funding consistent with mobility needs.

• Back legislation that provides for a uniform election 
date for municipal runoff elections

• Support a water plan that encourages conservation 
through contracts and rate structures and keeps 
revenues within the region they are collected. 

Love for Your Trees with
Leo & Bros Tree Services
Love for Your Trees with
Leo & Bros Tree ServicesLeo & Bros Tree Services

www.leoandbrostreeservices.com    •    leor6565@yahoo.com

25 Years Experience
State Champ for Tree Climbing
Certifi ed Arborist TX-3670A 
Fully Insured

Call now to schedule your 
FREE estimate

 $100 off 
any service of $500 or more

CALL LEO TODAY AT 469-443-2268

Specializing in trimming and removal

Storm Damage EmergencyCabling 

WE D
O QUALITY WORK

REP. PAT FALLON • DISTRICT 106

35

380

Frisco

R-Frisco

Elected: 2012

512-463-0694

pat.fallon@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 
• Gave testimony 

to Pensions 
Committee about 
HB 425, which 
takes away 
the pensions 
of legislators 
convicted of a felony related to abuse 
of their office.

• Filed HB 3559, which prohibits a 
concealed handgun license holder 
from having a gun in governmental 
meetings.

Full Service Day Spa 
Catering to Men

Coloring • Manicure • Pedicure  
Waxing • Haircuts • Free Beer

8408 PRESTON RD.  PLANO  972.731.8880
3753 BELTLINE RD.  ADDISON  972.243.7070

Check in on Facebook and receive 10% off any auxiliary service: 
Color, Knockout Gray, Mini-Facial, Waxing, Mani/Pedi

Any One 
Service

For new clients only 

FREE Ice Cold Beer!

®
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The Rover Dramawerks production runs 
through the end of June. 8 p.m. (June 
4-6,11-13,18-20 and 25-27). 2 p.m. 
matinee show (June 13). $16-$22.  
Rover Dramawerks, 221 W. Parker Road, 
Ste. 580. 972-849 0358.  
www.roverdramawerks.com

06 A Hike Through History
The Plano Conservancy’s annual 

event features a 2.3-mile hike highlighting 
some of the historic sites of Plano, 
including The Douglas Community Mosaic 
Wall, Old City Cemetery, Old Cox School 
and the Courtyard Theater.  
8 a.m. Free. Interurban Railway Museum, 
901 E. 15th St. 972-941-2117. 
www.planoconservancy.org

13 Festa Italia
In support of the Special Olympics, 

the Italian Club of Dallas invites families 
and friends to celebrate all things Italian, 
including food and drinks, bocce, grape 
stomping, and an Italian car show.  
10 a.m.-8 p.m. $5-$15. John Paul High 
School, 800 Woodburn Corners  
(East Sports Complex). 972-931-9167.  
www.festaItaliantx.com

13 Friends of the Farmstead 
dinner  

The Heritage Farmstead Museum hosts 
an evening of food and entertainment to 
benefit its mission. Tickets include dinner 
and a live performance by the Trishas.  
7-11 p.m. $50-$75. Heritage Farmstead 
Museum, 1900 W. 15th St. 972-881-0140. 
www.heritagefarmstead.org 

13 Men of Note patriotic concert 
Plano Men of Note hosts a benefit 

concert for Operation Homefront 
and Snowball Express joined by the 
Contemporary Chorals, the Note-Ably 
North Texas Chorus and the Breakaway 
Quartet. The concert also includes a color 
guard presentation and patriotic readings. 
4 p.m. Free (donations accepted). 
Courtyard Theater, 1509 H Ave.  
972-941-5600. www.menofnote.org.

13 Susan G. Komen North 
Texas Race For The Cure

Proceeds from this family-friendly 
event benefits the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation. On-site registration starts 
at 6 a.m. and the timed 5K starts at  
8 a.m. $20-$50. 5400 Legacy Drive.  
972-378-4808. www.raceforthecure.org 

May

29 through June 26 
Story Time at the Interurban

The Interurban Railway Museum hosts 
story time with professional storyteller 
Genie Hammel and her sidekick, Eugene 
the Motor Mouse, every Friday morning 
through June 26 for children of all ages. 
Free (donations welcome).  
10:30 a.m. (May 29, June 5,12,19 and 26).  
Interurban Railway Museum,  
901 E.15th  St. 972-941-2117.  
www.planoconservancy.org

31 Night Out on 15th 
The Historic Downtown Plano 

Association closes 15th Street so dinner 
can be served under the stars. The 
event features a five-course meal with 
food samples from more than a dozen 
downtown restaurants. Diners eat on a 
300-foot table set up in the middle of 
the closed street. The event includes live 
entertainment and proceeds from the 
event will benefit My Possibilities and the 
North Texas Food Bank. 5:30-10 p.m. 
$125. Downtown Plano, 15th Street and  
K Avenue. 972-543-8840.  
www.visitdowntownplano.com

June

04 through June 13 
‘Cinderella’

This “G2K” (Getting To Know) series 
adapts musicals specifically for youth 
performers. The Plano Children’s 
Theatre production runs through  
June 13. 7:15 p.m. (June 5-6 and 
11-13) and 2:15 p.m. (June 6-7 and 
13). $8-$18. Plano Children’s Theatre, 
1301 Custer Road, Ste. 706.  
972-422-2575.  
www.planochildrenstheatre.org

04 Courtyard Texas Music 
Series  

Country singer-songwriter Kelly Willis 
takes the stage for the June installment 
of the Texas Music Series. 7:30 p.m. $25. 
Courtyard Theater, 1509 H Ave.  
972-941-5600. www.planostages.com 

04 through June 13 
‘Suite Surrender’

Set in 1942, the play follows two 
Hollywood starlets set to perform at Palm 
Beach Royale Hotel for a wartime benefit. 

CALENDAR
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18 Family swim night/luau 
This Hawaiian-themed family 

event includes light snacks. Registration 
is required. 7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. $5. Tom 
Muehlenbeck Recreation Center, 5801 W. 
Parker Road. 972-941-7250. 
www.parks.planotx.org 

18 World’s Largest Swim 
Lesson

The Plano Parks and Recreation 
Department seeks to break the 
Guinness World Record for the 
largest swim lesson, which takes 
place at two pools simultaneously. 
Register with course No. 170817 
for Oak Point Recreation Center, 
6000 Jupiter Road. Register with 
course No. 170606 for Muehlenbeck 
Recreation Center, 5801 W. Parker 
Road. Free.  
9:30-11 a.m. 972-941-7250.  
www.parks.planotx.org

20 Assassination City Roller 
Derby

The league holds its monthly event 
featuring two bouts. The bouts are BYOB 
and BYOC (bring your own chair). Snacks 
and drinks will be available for purchase. 
7 p.m. $10 (in advance), $15 (at the 
door). Thunderbird Roller Rink, 3200 
Thunderbird Lane. 972-422-4447.  
www.acderby.com. 

through 21 
Cirque Dreams Jungle Fantasy 
Arts Center Broadway Series presents an exotic encounter inspired by 

nature’s unpredictable creations that are brought to life by an international cast of 
soaring aerialists, spine-bending contortionists, acrobats, jugglers and musicians.  
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. $25-$65. Winspear Opera House 2400 Flora St., Dallas.  
214-880-0202. www.attpac.org 

Find more or submit Plano events at  
communityimpact.com/pln-calendar.

To have Plano events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the month.

Angela’s at the Crosswalk 
1010 E. 15th St. 
972-633-9500  
www.angelascrosswalk.com 
June  
10  Raquel Wynne 
13    Dallas Songwriters Association 
Showcase 
19   The Taylor Chicks 
24  Jerry Rizzi & Friends 

Sambuca360 
7200 Bishop Road, Ste. 270
469-467-3393  
www.sambuca360.com 
June  
5    Emerald City Band 
14  Chaz Marie 
19   Big Daddy Band 
24  Friday Night Flights

Taverna Rossa 
4005 Preston Road, Ste. 512 
972-403-3321 
www.tavernarossa.com 
June  
6    Mark Sena & Friends 
13   Wanda King 
24    Friday Night Flights 
20   Buster Brown

Online Calendar

Worth the TRIP
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Compiled by Christina Alty

972-596-1296 
5164 Village Creek Dr., Suite 300 Plano

WWW.TAXFACTS.CO

I.R.S. PROBLEMS?
Put The Power of Our Tax 

Professionals on Your Team!

THE SHOCKING TRUTH REVEALED
Why can’t taxpayers solve I.R.S. tax problems themselves?

Tax laws are complex.

Your  rights  can  be  compromised.

It’s hard to  know what you don’t know.

Accuracy • Compliance • Substantiation

WE ARE EXPERT TAX ATTORNEYS
AND ENROLLED AGENTS
RESOLVING TAXPAYER’S

IRS PROBLEMS SINCE 1994

P
reston R

d
.

President George 
Bush Turnpike

W. Plano Pkwy.

Complete Installation Available  
Free In-Home Estimate

Why Choose PEEK’S?
• Huge Inventory
• Lifetime Carpet Labor Warranty
• Consumers’ Choice Award 2006-2014 

Since 1969

1-800-NEW-FLOOR

CARPET • WOOD • TILE • STONE

2006-2014

www.PeeksCarpet.com

Ask about our New 
SmartStrand “Forever Clean” 
Carpet Sale from Mohawk.

HARDWOOD SALE!!!

Beautiful Plush
Textured Plush
Karastan Plush Carpet
Masland 100% Wool

$2.19 sq ft installed
$1.69 sq ft installed
$2.99 sq ft installed
$4.99 sq ft installed

12” Ceramic Tile

Hand Scraped Hickory    

¾” Solid Red Oak
2¼ strip

IN STOCK

INSTALLED

INSTALLED

sq ft installed
$5.99-$7.99

sq ft installed
$9.99

$4.49
sq ft installed

Open Sundays! 10,000 sq ft
of Beautiful Choices
2595 Preston Rd Ste. 200
Frisco, TX 75034
972.712.2341

Look for our Grand Opening 
in Flower Mound!
5701 Long Prairie Road
Flower Mound, TX 75028
Next to Old Navy
972.353.5667
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Check out 
our Father’s Day specials

 June 18-24

PRIME & CHOICE GRADE MEATS

SAUSAGE - SEAFOOD - SMOKING WOODS

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
FOR 23 YEARS IN PLANO

1301 W. PARKER RD., 
SUITE #100 

PLANO, TX 75023 
972-633-5593

Alma D
r.

Cu
st

er
 R

d.

W. Parker 
Rd.

DOESN’T THE 
GREATEST DAD 
DESERVE THE 

GREATEST STEAK 
IN THE WORLD!

We’ve got you covered
from top to bottom.

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco
www.townandcountryroo� ngdfw.com

WE’RE YOUR 
ONE-STOP-SHOP FOR:

Roo� ng • Windows 
Gutters • Painting

Fencing • and more!

Not Just a Great Roo� ng Company! 
We handle all of your exterior home 

beauti� cation needs!

972.377.8188

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!

with an order of $5,000 or more. Must mention 
Community Impact to redeem. Call for details.

Call us for a free consultation

MiramonteTX.com
Panther Creek Pkwy, Frisco, TX 75034

M O M E N T  N O . 3 7

THE PURE JOY
of a big splash

Built for Making Memories

Resort-style Amenity Center
Pool & Cabanas  |  Parks  |  Lakes

Hiking & Biking Trails

For the Moments of Your Life

New single-family homes from the $200’s in 
Frisco’s premier master-planned community
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Girish Bachani
Capital One Collin County Market 
president
By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

Capital One appointed Girish 
Bachani as its Collin County market 
president in February. Responsible 
for the design, development and 
implementation of an integrated 
community strategy, Bachani is also 
at the helm of Capital One’s commu-
nity outreach programs taking place 
throughout Plano. 

The Place-Based Initiative 
launched in 2014 and contributes 
$240,000 annually to revitalization 
projects in east Plano. Associates 
work with community leaders and 
nonprofits to educate and assist in 
small-business development and 
financial well-being. 

What is Capital One’s place-
based initiative?

We’ll be helping teach math as well 
as helping Habitat for Humanity and 
Plano Family Literacy. We dedicated a 
house [through] Habitat for Human-
ity [in March]. 
We’re [also] part 
of the Girls and 
Boys Clubs [of 
Collin County] 
and we have a 
leader who is on 
their board. We 
have volun-
teers teaching 
adults and kids 
through Plano 
Family Literacy. 
We’re also working very closely with 
the mayor [and his] summer intern-
ship program. 

Plano will become an even bet-
ter place over time, and these kids 
will stay in Plano and hopefully will 
become candidates for Capital One in 
the future. 

Do you feel like today’s 
workplace is changing and how?

I think the workplace is chang-
ing everywhere. Every company is 
trying to attract the best talent. The 
competition is intense. There are so 
many opportunities for people [here 
in Plano]. For Capital One to keep 
our employees, we have to keep them 
happy and satisfied. It’s the whole 
package. It’s the little things that mat-
ter even more and community [out-
reach] is a big part [of what we do].

What makes Capital One’s 
outreach unique?
This is how we think about it: No. 1 
is the monetary support, the second 
is leadership and the third is the 
volunteers. Last year we had about 

23,000 [volunteer] 
hours. Leadership 
[is also] a crucial 
piece because you 
are working with the 
nonprofits and you 
are providing that 
guidance. You are 
getting their name out 
there in the community. 
Our leaders serve on 
boards [such as] for 
Habitat for Humanity, 

the Boys and Girls Clubs [of Collin 
County], the Samaritan Inn [and] the 
Hendrick Foundation. 

Do you feel that these programs 
help enrich your associates’ 
productivity?

Absolutely. They’re going out there 
and are teaching kids, and that is so 
refreshing. When they come back 
they’re going to be so motivated [and] 
energized that they’re going to do 
much better work.

We benefit from these activities in 
big ways and I feel our associates are 
much happier. [Our] attrition rates 
are a lot lower and that saves a lot of 
money. 

So the money that we are spending 
in the community, I feel that we are 
recouping that in different ways.

PEOPLE
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“It’s the little 
things that mat-
ter even more and 
community [out-
reach] is a big part 
[of what we do].”
- Girish Bachani, Capital One Collin 
County Market President

We Sell the Best  
and Service the Rest!

A Step in the Right Direction!

817-628-0030
469-513-2222

www.CompassAirService.com
• No Interest up to 60 months
• No Down Payment
• Up to 10-year Parts and Labor Warranty
• Free Estimates on new units

Up to 

$1250
TRADE-IN
and NO Interest until 2020

• Trane XV18 and Trane XV20i     
   Systems
• 10 Year Parts and 2 Year
   Labor Warranty
• Plus free Wi-Fi Thermostat

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$1000
TRADE-IN

and 36 Months 
No Interest

• XR-15-16-17
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Year Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Efficiency Air
   Filter System

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 36 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$500
TRADE-IN

and 12 Months 
No Interest

• XR13 or XR14
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Years Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Efficiency Air
   Filter System

TACLA 64467E

No Interest 
for 5 Years!
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COMING 
IN JUNE

Where local lives.

ALL-NEW & COMPLETELY REDESIGNED
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S ituated at the corner of 15th 
Street and Custer Road stands a  
Victorian-style home that can 

be easily missed by motorists. But the 
Wilson-Farrell House is a crucial part 
of Plano’s history that should never be 
forgotten, according to its caretakers.

“I don’t think there’s anything like 
this [in Plano],” said Kathy Strobel, 
the Heritage Farmstead Museum’s 
director of development. “A lot of 
people don’t know much about Plano’s 
early years. The museum helps educate 
them and give them a greater sense of 
city pride.”

Home to a few farm animals and 
complete with artifacts and activities 
that harken back to yesteryear, the 
Heritage Farmstead Museum occu-
pies 4 acres and offers a glimpse into 
Plano’s pioneers and settler life on the 
Blackland Prairie. The Farrell-Wilson 
House and its outbuildings also tell 
the unorthodox life of Mary Alice 
Farrell and the legacy her daughter, 
Ammie Wilson, left on the property. 

Mary Alice married Hunter Thomas 
Farrell in 1889 and called Plano home 
during a time when the city was 
rebuilding. Two fires —one in 1881 
and the next in 1895—devastated the 
burgeoning settlement that originated 
in today’s downtown district along 
and near Mechanic Street.

In 2013, authors Jessica Bell and 
museum Curator of Collections and 
Exhibitions Hillary Kidd published 
the book “Never a Good Girl: The 
Renegade Spirit of the Farrell-Wil-
son Family.” The book outlines the 

history of the family and explains how 
the formation of the Plano Heritage 
Association saved the farm from 
development. 

The museum celebrated its 25th 
anniversary in 2011 and provides 
educational programs and events for 
people of all ages. 

Ammie was a rebel in her time.  
Divorced and later in life revered 
for her sheep business, Ammie was 
characterized as a “strong, hard-core 
woman” who also drank and smoked 
cigars at her poker parties, and raised 
sheep in a male-dominated field, 
according to the book. 

“[Ammie] began to raise sheep as a 
tribute to one of the last gifts her son 
had given her a year before his death, 
a baby lamb,” the book states. “From 
1941 on, Wilson’s life was dedicated 
to her thriving sheep business. Her 
flock grew to be one of the largest in 
the United States and she was the only 
woman breeder in Texas.” 

Time magazine reporters traveled to 
Plano in 1951 to photograph Wilson 
and one of her newborn sheep for an 
article they wrote about her and her 
prize-winning animals.

“She visited different parts of the 
world to come up with this stock, and 
at one point had more than 300 sheep 
on this property,” Strobel said. “She’s 
the woman who inspired it all [here].”

Since its inception, the Heritage 
Farmstead Museum was part of Plano 
ISD’s third grade history lessons, Stro-
bel said. But tight state budgets cut the 
museum from its curriculum a couple 

The Heritage 
Farmstead Museum
Farrell-Wilson story lives on through tour

HISTORY

By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

Heritage Farmstead Museum

Gardengrove Ct.

W. 15th St. 
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1900 W. 15th St.
Hours: Tue.-Sun. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
972-881-0140
www.heritagefarmstead.org

Built in 1891, the Farrell-Wilson House sat on 124 acres. It opened as a museum in 1986.
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of years ago, she said. 
“The sad part was [that] now we 

weren’t educating our schools. We 
weren’t part of that process,”  
Strobel said. “Now we try to get 
them over here any way we can.”

As Plano looks toward the future, 
the museum stands as a reminder 
of where its roots lie, Executive 
Director M’Lou Taylor Hyttinen 
said. Although money comes with 
new developments, Plano’s growth 
also holds opportunities to educate 
new generations, she said. 

“Do both sensitively and honor 
[the past and the future], a lot of 
cities do it. It’s a constant strug-
gle between the old and the new,” 
Hyttinen said. “There were some 
very strong women who saw it as 
important to save [our] history. 
Where else [in Plano] can we tell 
our story?”

Want to go?
Self-guided farmstead tours are $3 and 
docent-led tours are $5. The museum 
also offers summer camps, gardening 
classes and activities for senior citizens 
and individuals with special needs. 

For more information about the 
Heritage Farmstead Museum, visit  
www.heritagefarmstead.org. 

Plano’s renegade legacy

From divorce and 
remarriage to 
raising sheep and 
gambling, Ammie 
Wilson defied 
convention up 
until her death in 
1972. She claimed 
to own only one 
dress, which she wore to church. She 
also made her sheep available to the 
Future Farmers of America and donated 
$5,000 to aid in the construction of the 
First Christian Church of Plano. 
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water up to twice per week between the 
hours of 6 p.m. and 10 a.m. 

During his update to the Plano City 
Council on April 27, NTMWD Exec-
utive Director Tom Kula emphasized 
the importance of conservation in 
North Texas, which he said would sup-
ply one-fourth of the region’s future 

Conservation
Continued from | 1
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set minimum purchase
26.7 billion gallons

North Texas’ conservation pipeline

plano’s water usage by year (in billions of gallons)

Leadership

Phil DyerRod Hogan

Municipal bonds 

• The NTMWD uses municipal bonds to fund 
projects like the planned Lower Bois d’Arc 
Creek Reservoir.

• The bonds are repaid through the whole-
sale water rate that the district charges its 
member cities.  

Payment

Residents and businesses pay 
for water based on rates set 
by the city, which is based 
on the rate the city pays the 
district. This is how the bonds 
are paid off.

The North Texas Municipal Water District consists of 13 member cities: Allen, Farmersville, Forney, 
Frisco, Garland, McKinney, Mesquite, Plano, Princeton, Richardson, Rockwall, Royse City and Wylie. 
Here is a look at how much each city pays for its water and how they contribute to the water district’s 
infrastructure needed to support the growing region.

water needs.
“Water conservation is our new norm. 

It’s going to be vital as part of our water 
sources for the future to meet the needs 
of our region,” Kula said.

Plano residents saved 13 billion  
gallons of water over a period of 
45 months between 2011 and 2015 
and have reduced consumption by  
15.5 percent through February 2015, 
Public Works Director Gerald Cosgrove 

said.
The city pays for 26.7 billion gallons 

of water annually, a rate that was set in 
2001. Plano has not reached that usage 
level in a single year since 2006, Cos-
grove said.  

Plano is caught in the middle of 
emphasizing conservation efforts  while 
paying for more  water than it uses. This 
could lead to increased water rates in 
Plano as  expenses continue to outweigh  
revenues, Cosgrove said. 

“If people conserve too much, we 
will have a deficit to pay the district,” 
he said.

Council members chose not to adopt 
the district’s plan into an enforceable 
ordinance at its April 27 meeting, but 
reaffirmed Plano’s water management 
plan, which calls for twice-a-week 
watering if needed. 

“By putting this in ordinance form 
we are committed to doing this long-
term, and we have some financial con-
cerns about what impact it’s going to 
have on water and sewer [rates] and 
how that spills over into other funds,” 
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Ben Harris 
said. 

Paying for the future 
Other talks between city leaders and 

the district have focused on how much 

Contract details
According to the NTMWD, member 
cities pay for more water than they use 
to insure ample supplies during periods 
of drought. The extra money pays for 
the infrastructure needed to provide 
that set amount.

water Plano pays for. 
Under the NTMWD’s payment method, 

Plano continues to be the district’s largest 
customer, paying for a set 26.7 billion gal-
lons annually. Set minimums help the dis-
trict to provide infrastructure needed to 
meet that demand in the future. 

“It’s the infrastructure that costs. That’s 
what we’ve had to plan for all these years,” 
Kula said. “We’re paying for the infra-
structure to meet that 26 billion gallon 
need in the future.”

Any revision to the member city con-
tract would require a unanimous vote 
from all 13 member cities [see graphic]. 
There could be grounds for a modifi-
cation if Plano reaches that 26-billion- 
gallon mark again with current conserva-
tion methods in place, Kula said. 

“We still have cities who like how that 
contract reads [in that] it gives benefits 
to those growing cities,” Kula said. “It’s a 

Ten days after the North Texas 
Municipal Water District’s water 
conservation plan took effect in Plano 
on May 1, City Council members 
appointed former deputy city manager 
and public works director Rod Hogan 
and former Plano Mayor Phil Dyer 
to represent the city on the district’s 
board of directors. Hogan replaces 
Shep Stahl and Dyer replaces Jerry 

Yancey, whose term had expired. 
Yancey had served on the board for 
18 years. 

As the NTMWD’s largest customer, 
Plano faces the challenge of 
maintaining conservation efforts while 
continuing to pay the district for more 
water than it uses under what Plano 
Mayor Harry LaRosiliere considers an 
antiquated member cities contract.

 The appointments will help Plano 
provide added leadership for the 
regional water district, he added. 
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Denton

Collin

Grayson

Fannin

Hunt

Hopkins

Rains

Van Zandt

Kaufman

Dallas
Rockwall

Existing pipeline
Planned pipeline

Future Lower 
Bois d’Arc Reservoir

Lake Texoma

Lavon Lake

East Fork Raw Water 
Supply Project

Lake 
Tawakoni

“When that contract was originally 
established conservation was in no one’s 
mindset; in fact, [the contract] was contrary 
to conservation. 

We are 100 percent on board to effectively 
be a great community partner with our other 
member cities and we have to conserve 
because our resources are limited.

We simply felt that this was an opportunity 
for us to make a change with the new norm 
in place going forward.”

 —Mayor Harry LaRosiliere

Funding future projects
Trinity River Main Stem Pump Station
• Will maximize capacity from 50 to 90 million 

gallons daily
• Cost: $99 million 
• Operational date: December 2016 

Lower Bois d’Arc Creek Reservoir 
• First major reservoir to be constructed in 

Texas in the past 30 years  
• Cost: $992 million
• Operational date: 2020

75%80% 60.2%90% 72.9% 67.3%67.4% 67.4%

AllenFrisco MesquiteMcKinney Garland RichardsonPlano Large member cities

$10.5 million$17.8 million $14 million$18.5 million  $24 million $19 million$46 million $149.8 millionAmount of money cities are required 
to pay for water each year

$3.48 million$3.89 million $8.64 million$1.87 million $8.36 million $9.32 million$22.27 millionMoney spent on unused water

Water costs  

Comment at impactnews.com

wait-and-see for right now.”
Factoring in the city’s expected 

growth coupled with existing conserva-
tion efforts, Cosgrove said he could not 
see Plano reaching the 26 billion gallon 
mark. 

“I’s doubtful that we’ll [reach] the 26 
billion gallon mark again,” he said. “We 
might get to 25 [billion gallons] but I 
doubt we’ll get much higher than that.”

Conservation and growth
The district’s short-term initiatives 

that are expected to supply enough 
water through at least 2040 include two 

major projects, the Trinity River Main 
Stem Pump Station to double the water 
flow into the wetlands and the con-
struction of the Lower Bois d’Arc Creek 
Reservoir, which will be the first of its 
kind to be built in Texas in more than 
30 years. 

In order for the district to acquire the 
permits needed for the upcoming proj-
ects, member cities must demonstrate 
effective and collective conservation 
efforts through the district’s conserva-
tion plan, Kula said. 

But current conservation methods 
are making it difficult for larger cities, 

such as Plano, Richardson and Garland 
to pay for the future, city officials say. 

City leaders believe the minimum 
rate was set during a time when Plano 
was using more water than it is today. 
Since then local conservation efforts 
have evolved and have proven effective, 
Plano Mayor Harry LaRosiliere said.

While they understand the neces-
sity of releasing water for flood control 
and decontamination, LaRosiliere and 
Council Member David Downs said 
they are still trying ascertain why Plano 
is paying for so much unused water. 
Council Member Pat Gallagher also 

expressed concerns over investing in 
the new reservoir, which carries a price 
tag of $992 million.

“Conservation is the new norm. I 
think that’s just the responsible way 
we should behave,” LaRosiliere said. 
“There’s a lot of discomfort in the fact 
that we want to do the right thing but 
the right thing is really costing us, and 
that’s where we really get emotional 
about it.” 
*Krista Wadsworth contributed to this report.

Source: City of Plano, North Texas Municipal Water District

Percentage of purchased 
water each city actually 
used in the 2013-2014 

fiscal year. 

All member cities pay a flat rate for their water each year, which was set in 2001 based on highest usage at that time. With conservation efforts in place, most 
cities are using less water than what they are purchasing, leaving additional funds to be allocated to future projects by the NTMWD.

$57.8 million

Not comprehensive. Small member cities not 
included in this chart

Design by Virginia Otto-Hayes
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Now Open in Downtown Plano!
Free 

Cakeball
with any purchase!

Must present coupon to redeem. 
Limit one per person. 
Expires 6/30/2015.

214-223-8044 •  www.GetAm  ebal .com • 930 E. 15th Street #200

Future Trinity River Main 
Stem Pump Station

Jim Chapman 
Lake
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Polyurethane foam mudjacking begins 
with drilling holes into the concrete 
below the area of road in need of repair.

Once holes are drilled, the foam is pumped 
in to lift the concrete up for repairs. The 
foam hardens into a strong and long-lasting 
bond with the subgrade.

Crews make any touch-ups and can finish  the 
entire process in about 20 minutes. The process 
requires little, if any, heavy equipment. 

Plano’s Public Works Department conducts two methods for rehabilitating the city’s 
roads: Replacment (see photo below) and polyurethane foam mudjacking, a method 
that restabilizes and reseals damaged concrete slabs.

SMOOTH ROAD TO RECOVERY

western part of the city a lot of those streets are  20 
years old now,” Public Works Director Gerald Cos-
grove said. “The longer you wait to repair or main-
tain the more expensive it gets and then you have to 
repave it. We don’t want to get to that point.”

Fixing the problem
Each year, city employees examine streets by 

their number of defects and patches. Last year 
a minimum of 150 defects per mile were found 
along portions of Parker Road and Park Boulevard. 
That number has decreased due to past projects.  
The city named Legacy Drive the worst thorough-
fare in Plano in 2015 with 113 defects per mile. 

To help offset the cost of repaving roads with 
concrete, the city has begun incorporating asphalt 
into some of its patching. The asphalt overlay, as 
well as using a procedure that injects polyurethane 
foam underneath concrete slabs to restabilize and 
reseal them, are serving as long-lasting substitutes 
to costly repaving jobs, Cosgrove said. 

While the majority of roads nationwide are now 
made of asphalt, early city leaders decided to make 
concrete the standard in Plano. Clay soils under-
neath expand when wet and shrink during dry sea-
sons, causing cracks in the concrete. Asphalt, on 
the other hand, is more flexible and requires less 
frequent inspections, Cosgrove said. 

Coordination is key
One challenge both departments face is set-

ting a timeline for these projects due to inclem-
ent weather, which can extend estimated completion 
dates. The best way to overcome this is with constant 
communication to prevent overlapping worksites 
and exacerbated traffic conditions, Engineering 
Director Jack Carr said. 

“We need to coordinate and work closely together 
so that we’re not both putting the traffic that needs to 
detour around our construction project onto some-
body else’s [project],” he said.

The Engineering Department handles larger road 
improvements, many of which are taking place at 
intersections across the city. With Plano’s roads built 
to full-lane capacity in accordance with the Collin 
County Thoroughfare Plan, dedicated right- and left-
hand turn lanes are being incorporated to accommo-
date increased traffic flows, Carr said.

Turn lane additions are scheduled for Indepen-
dence Parkway, Legacy Drive, Park Boulevard, Parker 
Road and other corridors. Such improvements have 
been completed along Preston Road at Headquarters 
Drive and Hedgcoxe Road, with more scheduled to 
take place southward at the Spring Creek Parkway 
and Parker Road intersections. The entire project is 
expected to be complete by December, Carr said. 

“[The city has] knocked out a lot of the easier proj-
ects, and now we’re down to the point of [investing] a 
lot of time, effort and money to get the extra capacity 
at these remaining intersections,” Carr said.

Streets
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ENHANCING PLANO’S ROADWAYS

the GLOBAL LeADeR IN CONStRUCtION SYSteMS AND SOFtWARe

NOW IN PLANO
find out more at

us.hilti.com/career
From FORTUNE Magazine, March 15, 2015 ©2015 Time Inc. FORTUNE and 100 Best Companies to Work For® are registered trademarks of Time Inc. and are used 
under license. FORTUNE and Time Inc. are not affiliated with and do not endorse products or services of Hilti.
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MAP LEGEND

STREET NAME DEFECTS PER 
MILE

ASPHALT 
PATCHES PER 

MILE
1 Legacy Dr. 113 21

2 W. Park Blvd. 86 16
3 Ohio Dr. 79 12
4 E. Park Blvd. 68 15
5 Alma Dr. 66 20
6 Jupiter Rd. 63 16
7 Coit Rd. 61 8
8 Spring Creek Pkwy. 52 7
9 Custer Rd. 50 9
10 Parker Rd. 48 7
11 15th St. 45 6
12 Plano Pkwy. 43 7
13 Hedgcoxe Dr. 40 17

Pending intersection 
projects

Street ranking by 
number of defects

Four way 
intersection

Proposed new 
turn lane1

Aside from repairing miles of roadway, 
the city is also adding turn lanes at 
numerous intersections across town 
over the next few years to increase 
capacity and ease traffic 
congestion.

Funding road projects
Collin County reimburses half of the total cost for road 

improvements that are included in the county’s thor-
oughfare plan and that are part of Plano’s Community 
Investment Program, or CIP. The North Central Texas 
Council of Governments also provides funding for these 
projects through its regional toll revenue program. 

Cities like Plano typically seek RTR funding due to 
increasing costs and an aging infrastructure system. The 
NCTCOG evaluates projects based on cost effectiveness 
and their impact on the region’s overall transportation 
system. If a project will reduce congestion and help the 
region meet its air quality goals, it is given high priority. 

“I think most cities in Collin County would tell you 
that RTR funds have been invaluable in providing addi-
tional revenue that would not otherwise be available for 
projects being implemented today,” said Christie Gotti, 
senior program manager for the NCTCOG. 

Last year the Public Works Department received an 

extra $5 mil-
lion from the city’s capital reserve fund for 10 additional 
employees to aid in repairing streets, alleys and sidewalks. 
Cosgrove said he would more than likely be back in the 
fall to request more funding as these projects continue.

The department’s 2015-16 budget also includes new 
software to track projects and costs. The system will 
enable the city to better determine what rehabilitation 
projects are needed and how to best prioritize them 
financially, said Cosgrove. 

The department is already using budgeted funds to 
hire a contractor for conducting annual street inspec-
tions starting by 2016.

Budget meetings begin in June and the city manager’s 
recommended budget will be out in July. 
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ENHANCING PLANO’S ROADWAYS

Source: City of Plano

Crave it. 
Love it. Give it.
Lakeside Market • 4021 Preston Road, Suite 619 
Plano, Texas 75093 • www.cravepopcornco.com

972.608.9900
Monday–Wednesday • 10am–6pm
Thursday–Saturday • 10am–7pm

Buy One Get One FREE 
Extra small and small savory fl avors only. 

Must present coupon to redeem.
Expires: 6/30/2015

Start date: 
Sept 2015
End date: 
April 2016

Start date: 
July 2015
End date: 
Dec. 2015

Design by Virginia Otto-Hayes

Now Enrolling!

Experience the 
excitement of our 

Summer Adventure Club 
where imagionations are 

free to run wild. Get ready 
for engineering design 

challenges, discoveries, 
outdoor exploration and 

more. It’s going to be one 
epic summer. Fun for 

ages 5–10.*

Each Primrose school is a privately owned 
and operated franchise. Primrose Schools is 
a trademark of Primrose School Franchising 
Company. ©2015 Primrose School 
Franchising Company. All rights reserved. 
*Ages for Summer Adventure Club programs 
vary by location. 

Primrose School of South Plano
469.516.9387
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Sources: Market Data provided by Tim Hayes of 
RE/MAX on main, courtesy of North Texas Real 
Estate Information System (NTREIS).

May new listings

Plano

468 470

Collin County

1,825 1,913

 2014 vs.  2015

CHAD LEMONS
NMLS #315006

p: 214.872.4442
c: 214.629.6172

clemons@fi rstratefi n.com
FirstRateFin.com

FIRST RATE FINANCIAL, LLC
A FIRST RATE

MORTGAGE LOAN
EXPERIENCE

FRASER
REALTY
GROUP

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? WE CAN HELP!

MATTHEW FRASER

Realtor® | Broker | Owner

214.995.1269
matthew@fraserrealtygroup.com
FraserRealtyGroup.com

REAL ESTATE

Price 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023
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–

Median price of homes sold by zip code  May 2014 vs.  May 2015

–

+6% +6%

+8%
+12%

+17%

+16%

BUYERS

SELLERS

FROM THE PROS

Sam Brock, Supreme Lending 

“Being prequalified is not enough today. You need to be 
preapproved with your lender so you have the strongest 
offer ... on desirable properties. There are also significant 
changes coming Aug. 1 regarding mortgage disclosures and 
closing timelines. Working with a local lender will make your 
offer stand out [and will] increase the odds that your offer is 
selected ... [so] you and your family can close on time.” 

Darlene Johnson, JP & Associates REALTORS

“In this market it is very common to receive multiple offers 
within hours of your home hitting the [Multiple Listing 
Services]. If this is not the case for you, try using a home 
stager to help add and subtract decor and get the feng shui 
in order. Positive vibes [are essential] when selling.”

Market Pulse – May 2015

This month’s real estate update features 
Bella Vida Estates, a 548-unit garden- 
style apartment community located 
at 9601 Custer Road. Owned by Atlas 
Real Estate Partners and managed 
by Greystar Real Estate Partners, the 
property received more than $1 million 
in upgrades to enhance amenity spaces 
and apartment homes. 
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Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin 
County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas 
Real Estate Information System (NTREIS). Apartment 
renovation information courtesy of Atlas Real Estate 
Partners.

Bella Vida Estates

REN OVATION

Address: 9601 Custer Road

Renovations Completed: April 2015

Renovations: More than $1 million dollars 
in renovations, including new paint, brushed 
nickel hardware, granite countertops, new 
cabinetry, tile backsplashes, clean steel 
appliances and plank wood-style flooring. 

Total units: 548

Square footage: 722–1,868

Monthly rent: 1-bedroom unit starting at 
$850, 4-bedroom units starting from $1,800

New Amenities: The community clubhouse 
has been fully remodeled with contemporary 
furnishings, a new fitness center, tanning 
rooms, a billiards room, and the addition of a 
new theater with a 70-inch smart TV, multiple 
Play Stations and a gaming library.

Schools (Frisco ISD): Anderson Elementary, 
School, Vandeventer Middle School, Liberty 
High School

98% 100%

$265,000 $291,000

400 372

Homes on the market

Median sale price

Homes under contract

31
Average days 
on the market

Percent of original price received

May 2015May 2014

487 396

Market Data comparison

Average days on the market in May 2015 
from listing date to closing date
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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