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Education and outreach are 
keys to city’s competitiveness

Plano jobs, income levels climb 
above state and national averages

City, county focuses on 
children, housing and 
unemployment figures

Breaking the homelessness 
cycle across Collin County

By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins
News of big-name corporations such 

as Toyota Motor North America Inc., 
FedEx Office and Print Services and 
Liberty Mutual Insurance flooding the 
local job market over the next several 
years has Plano looking to the future 
with an optimistic outlook for the econ-
omy. 

According to economists, more peo-
ple are expected to move to Plano than 
any other community in North Texas 
over the next several years thanks in 
part to corporate relocation. Liberty 
Mutual is consolidating several offices 
at Legacy West, bringing with it 5,000 
jobs by late 2017. The 240-acre mixed-
use project slated to open in late 2016 
and will include a 265,000-square-foot 

complex for FedEx Office and Toyota’s 
North American headquarters. FedEx 
is moving about 1,200 workers from 
its Dallas Galleria complex and other 
locations into the new corporate head-
quarters, while Toyota is expected to 
open in late 2016 or early 2017 with 
room for about 4,000 jobs, some 
of which will be filled by relocated 
employees. 

Granite Properties also announced 
it is expanding its foothold in Granite 
Park, a 90-acre mixed-use office park 
located at the Dallas North Tollway 
and SH 121. Heartland Payment Sys-
tems has leased three floors in one of 
the new buildings, and communica-
tions firm Mitel has leased two floors 
in the complex, according to represen-
tatives with Granite Properties.                                                     

In March, the city’s existing work-
force received its own accolade when 

See Homelessness | 20

See Jobs | 22

By Regina L. Burns and 
Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

Collin County urgently needs 
more affordable housing to help 
reduce homelessness, according 
to the Collin County Homeless 
Coalition’s 2015 census report. 

Released April 2, the census 
is a snapshot of the lives of 367 
people experiencing home-
lessness in the cities of Plano, 
Frisco, Allen and McKinney. 
Participants who completed 
the surveys the night of Jan. 22. 
were living outside, in homeless 
shelters and transitional living 
homes, or in other locations, the 
report stated. 

Stacy Brown, chairwoman 
of the Collin County Homeless 

Coalition, said the report revealed 
the first and second top reasons for 
homelessness in Collin County are 
lack of money and unemployment.

The coalition defines homeless-
ness as  a person who lacks stable 
housing and resides either outside, 
in homeless shelters and transi-
tional living homes, in hotels paid 
for by faith communitities, in cars, 
or at other temporary locations.

“Fifty-six percent of adults 
were employed but could not find 
affordable housing. That’s very tell-
ing,” Stacy Brown said. “There’s a 
lot to be said about being underem-
ployed. Many were in jobs in which 
they could be doing more but can’t 
get the jobs that pay more, so they 
may have two or three jobs just to 
make ends meet.”

In addition to the Samaritan 
Inn in McKinney, which is almost 
always full, local shelters, such as 

16 VOTE 2015

             ELECTION
             GUIDE

Below are details 
from the 26-question 
homelessness survey 

conducted in Collin 
County on the night 

of Jan. 22.

people surveyed 
in Collin County 

Homeless Coalition's 
2015 annual 

homeless census

367

HOMELESSNESS
 IN COLLIN COUNTY

TOP TEN 
REASONS FOR HOMELESSNESS

Domestic abuse Family problems

Eviction

Divorce

Other

Mental illness

Foreclosure

Unemployed

Abandonment

Not enough 
money

16% 12%

10%

8%

8%

4%

3%

17%

2%

20%

nights of shelter provided 

by local agencies to Collin 

County residents in 2014

71,922
of census participants were employed full-time

41%

Construction at Granite Park V in Plano is underway. The 12-story, 
306,000-square-foot building is expected to be completed in Novem-
ber and will include modern technology and amenities.

Source: Collin County Homeless Coalition
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

TAKE THE POLL

In what sectors/industries would you 
like to see more job opportunities 
open up in Plano?

  Corporate/administrative

  Government

  Education

  Food service/retail

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/pln-poll.

Look for the results here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Plano is preparing for an influx of jobs and new 
residents who will come seeking to fill those jobs. With 
unemployment numbers lower than the national average, 
Plano’s new jobs will help keep the local economy strong.

Leanne Libby
GENERAL MANAGER

llibby@impactnews.com

 As Liberty Mutual 
Insurance announces 
another 5,000 new jobs 
planned for Plano,  
residents are left with 
more questions than 
answers about what these 
jobs will be and how it 
will impact the area. 

In this issue we take a 
look at the thriving job 
market, which has picked 
up steam in the last six 

months and shows no signs of slowing down. With 
more than 12,000 jobs coming to Plano in the next few 
years, it is sobering to also read in this issue that we are 
facing a homelessness crisis within our county. 

With more than 56 percent of residents surveyed by 
the Collin County Homeless Coalition stating they are 
employed but cannot find affordable housing, the ques-
tion remains: What will this influx of jobs do to help lift 
up our less fortunate neighbors as the local economy 
takes flight? What can we do, as a community, to make 
a difference for these individuals in the short term?

City leaders are tasked with making important deci-
sions as we face historic growth. Our Election Guide on 
Page 16 introduces residents to all of the candidates in 
our city, county and school board races scheduled for 
the May 9 election. Critical voting information can be 
found on these pages to help inform and guide  
readers to polling locations and details about the  
candidates. 

As we continue to experience growth and change in 
our city, I am reminded of how fortunate we are to have 
the privilege to report on thriving local businesses in 
this community. Remember, Community Impact News-
paper is supported by local businesses in your back-
yard. We bring you local and useful news every month 
because of the support we receive from these local 
businesses. Make sure to visit them, learn about them 
and patronize them. As always, engage with us on our 
website and on social media—we love hearing from you!

Community Impact Newspaper is proud to announce the 
launch of its 19th paper and fourth edition in the Dallas/
Fort Worth area. The first McKinney edition was delivered 
to 61,363 residents and businesses April 2. Our staff looks 
forward to providing relevant, hyperlocal content to these 
residents and business owners. Community Impact News-
paper now reaches 274,552 residents and businesses in six 
cities in the Dallas/Fort Worth area.
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6521 Preston Rd, Plano, TX 75024 • www.antoonfamilydental.com • (972) 267-5000

Saturday Appointments Available
Financing Available • O�  ce Discount Dental Plan Available

Tennyson Pkwy.

P
reston R

d.

 Experienced. Proven. Dedicated.
Serving the Plano Community for 18 Years!

 $59
New Patient O� er
Includes take-home whitening 

kit, Comprehensive Exam, 
X-rays and Routine Cleaning

Some restrictions apply.  
Call o�  ce for details.

 $750
Porcelain Crown O� er

(Codes D2752 or D2740)
Additional treatment may require additional cost.

May not be combined with dental insurance.
Some restrictions apply.  Call o�  ce for details
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fitness classes or private training as well 
as martial arts courses designed for men, 
women and children. 469-331-8565.  
www.ufcgym.com/plano

3  The Shell Shack opened April 8 at  
1855 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 100. The eatery 
offers boiled, shucked, grilled and fried 
seafood options as well as sides, soups and 
salads. Patio seating is also available. The 
location is currently hiring as well.  
877-352-5847.  www.theshellshack.com

Now Open

1  Jersey Mike’s Subs opened April 15 at 
1855 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 200. The shop, 
which will is Plano’s fourth location, offers 
cold and hot sandwiches, wraps and salads 
made to order. 972-248-0407.  
www.jerseymikes.com

2  UFC Gym opened March 30 at  
1941 Preston Road, Ste. 1022. The fitness 
center offers boxing, kickboxing and group 

4  Cambria Hotel & Suites Plano-
Legacy opened March 3 at 7500 Parkwood 
Blvd. The upscale hotel provides modern 
amenities, including Media Hub 
technology for businesses, and offers 
gourmet food and beverage options. The 
hotel also has more than 2,400 square feet 
of state-of-the-art meeting space.  
972-473-9010. www.cambriasuites.com

5  Torchy’s Tacos, an Austin-based 
restaurant chain, opened its first Plano 

location April 21 at 1855 Dallas Parkway. 
The restaurant offers breakfast tacos as 
well as specialty creations such as the 
Monk special, which features eggs, bacon, 
green chiles and cheese, and the Brushfire, 
a Jamaican jerk chicken taco. 512-441-
8900. www.torchystacos.com 

6  Rifle Gear, a family-owned firearms 
retailer located at 6101 Windhaven 
Parkway, Ste. 145, opened April 20 and 
will hold a grand opening on May 2. The 
location features a retail showroom and 
a training room. Rifle Gear offers hunting 
supplies, tactical rifles, handguns and 
more. 972-292-7678. www.riflegear.com

7  Verona Nails & Spa opened at 
8408 Preston Road, Ste. 310, on March 30. 
The salon offers aromatic spa pedicures, 
waxing services, facials and other services 
using sterilized and disposable products.  
469-362-8789. www.veronanailspa.com 

8  World of Beer opened March 30 
at 1941 Preston Road, Ste. 1040. The 
business provides 500 bottled beers and 
50 draft beers from throughout the world, 
including many local craft brews. Live 
music is planned for Friday and Saturday 
evenings, and a brunch will be offered on 
Sundays. 972-248-0437.  
www.worldofbeer.com

Coming Soon

9  BTH Bank is set to open in Plano in 
mid-May at 1801 Preston Road, Ste C. The 
100-year-old locally owned community 
bank is focused on building long-term, 
mutually beneficial relationships by 
providing professional and responsive 
service as well as beneficial customer rates.  
469-801-2160.  www.BTHBank.com

10  Prestige ER is set to open in Plano 
in early May at 7940 Custer Road. The 
physician-owned independent, free-
standing emergency room will be a fully 
equipped facility with a transfer agreement 
in place with Medical Center of Plano.  
972-527-3000. www.prestigeer.com
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Compiled by Leanne Libby

11  LuminCARE will open a new Plano 
location at 3909 W. Parker Road, Ste. 104, 
and begin seeing patients in early May.  
LuminCARE is a new patient-focused 
clinic that provides personalized and 
quick comprehensive care that is centrally 
located.  972-539-3695. 
www.lumincare.com

Relocations

12  Best of Bernina Sewing Center 
has relocated after 31 years at the same 
location at Avenue K and Park Boulevard. 
The store, which sells the Swiss Bernina 
sewing machine and quality fabrics, is 
now located at 340 Coit Road, Ste. 500. 
The store also offers quilting and home 
decor and children’s classes as well as 
sewing machine repair for all brands. 
972-578-9227.  
www.bestofbernina.com

13  Picasso’s Italian Restaurant has 
relocated to 4152 W. Spring Creek 
Parkway and is expected to reopen by 
the end of April. The family-owned-and- 
operated Italian restaurant offers a menu 
built on pastas, grilled fare and brick oven 
pizza. The original location at  
3948 Legacy Drive had been open for 
nearly 25 years. 972-618-4143.  
www.picassosrestaurant.us 

Anniversaries

14  Brain Balance Achievement Center 
is celebrating its fifth anniversary during 
the month of April. The company will 
also be relocating from 1501 Preston 
Road, Ste. 550, to 8303 Preston Road,  
Ste. 110, in mid-June. 972-248-9482.  
www.brainbalancecenters.com

15  Discovery Montessori Academy, 
at 3901 W. Park Blvd., will celebrate its 
one-year anniversary May 5. The academy 
offers Montessori preschool, private 
kindergarten, summer camps, after-
school care and weekend Tianyi Chinese 
school. 972-985-5010.  
www.tydiscoverymontessori.com

16  Ranan & Netzer law firm is 
celebrating 10 years in business. Attorney 
Robert Ranan is a trial attorney who 
specializes in helping those who have 
been wronged or hurt, and attorney 
Karen Netzer specializes in mediation for 
conflict resolution. The firm is located at 
5700 Granite Parkway, Ste. 200.  
972-484-3529. www.ranennetzer.com

17  Do-It-Yourself Pest & Weed Control 
celebrated its 30-year anniversary in 
March. The family-owned-and-operated 
business also relocated to 2011 W. Spring 
Creek Parkway, Ste. 750 in mid-March. 
Do-It-Yourself Pest & Weed Control is 
a resource for expert instruction and 
professional, affordable products designed 

for the North Texas area and individual 
yards. 972-769-7378. 
www.diypestweed.com

18  Susan G. Komen North Texas 
Plano, 6130 W. Parker Road, Ste 312, is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary with a 
special Race for the Cure on June 13. The 
race will take place at the Hewlett-Packard 
Plano campus, 5400 Legacy Drive.  
972-378-4808. www.komennorthtexas.org

Expansions

19  Weir’s Furniture, located at 5801 
Preston Road, has expanded its retail space 
and extended its hours. The Plano store will 
have nearly 5,500 extra square feet in its retail 
shopping area. The additional space will offer 
customers more selections to choose from 
while also re-organizing product categories 
to enhance the shopping experience. The 
store’s new hours of operation are Mon.–Sat. 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 972-403-7878. 
www.weirsfurniture.com

News or questions about Plano? 
Email plnnews@impactnews.com.

The Shell Shack offers king crab, shrimp and 
sausage boils, shucked oysters, catfish and more.
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In addition to pasta classics, Picasso’s Italian 
Restaurant also offers chicken and veal dishes.
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World of Beer features hundreds of beers from 
around the world as well as food for pairing.
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Plano  |  Dallas  |  Austin  |  Houston Galleria  |  The Woodlands

2400 N. Dallas Parkway
Plano, TX

972.403.9018
fusionplano.com

To schedule a tour call Amy at 
972.403.9018 or see our upcoming 
events at fusionplano.com/events

A revolutionary way to school.

Fusion has traditional summer school 
options (still taught in a non-traditional 
way) like classes for credit, test 
preparation, and skill building. But if you 
know Fusion, you know we don’t settle 
on typical. Here are some of our unique-
to-Fusion summer programs: Road Trip 
Nation, The Fusion Intensive, Create-a-
Class, and Post-Graduation Navigation.

On your time. At your pace. For fun or for credit. 
To catch up, get ahead, or make up a grade. 
Taught just for you, one-to-one, always.

Summer 
school
built 
around 
you.
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W ith decades of experience and 
a flair for style, Luxe Salon 
owners Dale Collins and Eve 

Mauldin understand the importance of 
distinctive style, strand by strand.  

Celebrating its 15th year in Plano this 
May, Luxe Salon is one of the original 
tenants at Lakeside Market. Located at 
Preston Road and Spring Creek Park-
way, the 3,000-square-foot salon and spa 
offers everything from haircuts and color 
to waxing and facial services. 

Also on site is an artisan boutique, 
which allows Luxe Salon to combine 
Mauldin’s retail-buying savvy with her 
husband’s hair-
dressing expertise. 

“Our idea was 
that time is limited 
[for many people]. 
The idea is to 
be able to buy a 
gift and have it 
wrapped while 
getting your hair 
done,” Collins 
said. “You can get your housewarming 
gift, baby gifts, a wedding gift … It works 
out well because we have a captive audi-
ence.”

Offering an ammonia-free color line 
and some of the best salon products 
on the market, everything Collins and 
his stylists do is focused on promoting 
health, Collins said. He and his staff of 
nine stylists specialize in going beyond 
the haircut, starting with a consultation 
to determine which style and services 
will suit each customer’s wants and life-
style, Mauldin said.

 A strand test, for example, evaluates 
the hair’s moisture and protein levels, 
which helps stylists determine the best 
products to use, she said. 

“We use the same products that we 

sell. So the stylist [works on a client's] 
hair and writes on a prescription pad 
what they recommend for [the customer] 
to take home with them, as well as what 
their next service would be and how 
many weeks out,” Mauldin said. “It’s sort 
of like your dentist office and prebooking 
that appointment and making sure that 
you’re taken care of. It’s kind of like a 
concierge mentality.”

The salon primarily serves residents 
from Dallas, Plano, Frisco and McKin-
ney. Its clientele consists of roughly 
20 percent men and people of all ages 
and across demographics, Collins said. 

The clean, modern and 
minimalist environment is 
welcoming to both men and 
women, Collins said.

“We wanted something 
that wasn’t real feminine but 
wasn’t more masculine. [A 
place in which] men don’t 
feel uncomfortable here and 
women don’t feel [like they 
don’t belong],” Collins said. 

Having forged friendships with many 
of their customers, the couple prides 
itself in knowing each client’s lifestyle 
and what they’re looking for, Collins 
said. While the salon has branched 
out over the years to offer services like 
airbrush tanning and more specialized 
spa packages, the couple takes feedback 
seriously and tailor services based on the 
needs of their clients. 

The result is a bevy of specialized 
hair services and relaxing massages and 
facials, Mauldin said. 

“We deeply care about what we do. For 
us it’s what we do with each customer. 
It’s not about how many customers we 
can get in,” Mauldin said. “For us it’s 
absolutely about taking amazing care of 
that customer.”

Luxe Salon
Couple fuses hair care, health and fashion, 
celebrates 15 years of style at Lakeside Market 

BUSINESS

Luxe Salon

4017 Preston Road
972-781-1720
www.luxesalondesign.com 
Hours: Tue., Fri. and Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
Wed. 9 a.m.–5 p.m., Thu. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

Luxe Salon owners Dale Collins and his wife, Eve Mauldin, enjoy personalizing each client's experience.

In additon to hair, Luxe Salon provides beauty services such as waxing and anti-stress scalp massages.
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The boutique at Luxe Salon features an ever-
changing inventory of trinkets, gifts and jewelry.
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By Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

“We deeply care 
about what we do. 
For us it’s what  
we do with each 
customer.”
-Eve Mauldin, co-owner, Luxe Salon

In partnership with United States Patent and Trademark Office

Camp Invention builds confidence in children entering grades 1-6!
Local educators will be leading the week of hands-on fun
Camps in the greater DFW area!

Register for Camp Invention using promo code SPRING by May 12 to save $15. 

Sign up now at campinvention.org or call 800.968.4332.
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Raul Trujillo helped remodel the building that houses Tino’s Too when the longtime restaurant moved to 
the location in 2000. It took eight months for the Trujillo family to finish the remodeling work themselves.
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Tino’s Too 
Nephew carries on family tradition as 
restaurant celebrates nearly 40 years in Plano

DINING

Tinos Too

2205 K Ave.
972-881-9226
www.tinostoomexicanrestaurant.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Fri. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.,
Sat. 8 a.m.-9:30 p.m. and
Sun. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

By Christina Alty

Among the numerous offerings 
listed on the menu at Tino’s Too 
is one special message: “If you do 

not see your favorite item on the menu, 
please ask us, and we will do our best to 
make it for you.”

The desire to please his customers is 
something Tino Trujillo brought with 
him when he moved to Plano from 
Glendale, California, decades ago, along 
with a special dream to 
open his own restaurant 
here. Tino had worked in 
restaurants in California, 
and wanted to bring his 
knowledge to Texas. 

His first stop was the 
Plano Chamber of Com-
merce, where he learned 
that a potential competi-
tor had closed its doors. Tino moved into 
that same building in 1976 and launched 
Tinos Mexican Restaurant. It has been in 
business ever since and its menu includes 
everything from soups to salads to sea-
food, as well as fajitas and enchiladas. 

Now 82, Tino is retired, but his 
nephew, Raul Trujillo, owns and  
manages the business. Joining the rest of 
the Trujillo family in 1976, Raul started 
his career as the dishwasher. Today, his 
16-year-old daughter waits tables and his 
13-year-old son wants to work there as 
soon as he is old enough. Raul's dad also 
worked in the restaurant before he died.

“You have to like what you do in my 
opinion; and second, you have to keep 
going,” Raul said, in regard to being a 
small business owner. “There might be 
rough times but you have to keep going 
and sometimes you have to work every 
day.  For me ... it's not a burden. You have 
to like what you do." 

The restaurant has moved several 
times over the years, and there were even 

multiple Tino’s restaurants at one time, 
Raul said. Nowadays, having one location 
is best, he said. 

“We will just stay here, do a good job 
and take care of our customers,” he said.

The simple red and white, freestanding 
building on K Avenue has been home to 
the restaurant since 2000. The Trujillo 
family bought and remodeled the build-
ing that same year. 

Saltillo tile 
blankets the floor, 
a terra-cotta style 
of flooring that 
Raul said Uncle 
Tino laid by hand. 
The walls are 
painted in bright 
hues and there 
is a colorful tile 

backsplash that serves as wall trim all the 
way around the room. 

Like the restaurant, the food is a labor 
of love as well. Entrees are all handmade 
on-site. To ensure freshness, Raul ven-
tures to Restaurant Depot in Richardson 
several times a week to select the right 
produce himself. 

Raul said some of the most popular 
items on the menu are fajitas, chile rel-
lenos and tamales. Over the years, addi-
tional items like menudo were added to 
the menu. Five years ago, the restaurant 
also started serving breakfast.

Although Uncle Tino retired about  
20 years ago and is living in Mexico, Raul 
said he has no plans of retiring or closing 
the family restaurant.

“It runs in the family, the food business 
that is. I have been in the food business 
since I was 10 years old. It is in me to do 
this,” Raul said. “I don't know what else 
I would be doing. We’ve been here a long 
time and plan to be here as long as can. 
We appreciate our customers.”

“I have been in the 
food business since I 
was 10 years old. It is 
in me to do this.”
—Raul Trujillo, owner/manager, Tino’s Too 
Mexican Restaurant

22nd St. 
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Chile rellenos
Trujillo said chile rellenos 
are of the most popular 
items on the menu. The 
No. 7 combination ($8.99) 
includes an enchilada in 
addition to a chile relleno.

Fiesta appetizers
The Fiesta appetizer ($9.95) 
offers a sampling of flautas, 
quesadillas, nachos and 
guacamole—something to 
accommodate everyone,  
Trujillo said.
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Kelley Chambers-Crimmins
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1   Legacy Drive construction 
1A One eastbound lane on Legacy Drive 
from Quarry Chase Trail to Custer Road 
will be closed for concrete repairs.  
Work along the eastbound lanes is 
expected to be completed in early May 
after which similar repairs will begin 
along the westbound lanes. 
1B Additionally, one eastbound lane 
will be closed from Preston Road to 
Archgate Drive for concrete repairs and 
pothole patchwork. Work will move to the 
westbound lanes in early May and will 
continue in similar shifts from Archgate 
Drive to Independence Parkway. 

Timeline:  Work along the eastern 
portion of Legacy Drive is expected to be 
completed by early June 2015. 
Work along the western portion of 
Legacy Drive from Preston Road to 
Independence Parkway is expected to be 
completed by November 2015. 
Cost: $1.8 million 
Funding sources: city of Plano
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2   15th Street construction 
Traffic has been shifted between G Avenue 
to US 75 in this infrastructure replacement 
and relocation project. Concrete barriers 
have been placed between the eastbound/
westbound lanes with openings to allow 
for business access. Driveway paving 
operations have begun and utility relocations 
are being completed. Traffic lanes may 
be reduced to one lane in each direction 
during non peak traffic times while material 
deliveries and actual paving operations are 
in process. 

Timeline: The entire project is expected to 
be completed by February 2016. 
Cost: $4 million 
Funding sources: city of Plano, North 
Central Texas Council of Governments 

3   Independence Parkway
The project to improve intersections along 
Independence Parkway is still in the works. 
When complete, the intersections at  
15th Street, Park Boulevard and Parker Road 
will have dedicated right- and left-hand turn 
lanes.  Projects at Park Boulevard and Parker 
Road are still undergoing utility relocations. 
Paving at 15th Street is nearly complete, 
pending paving of the sidewalks. 

Timeline:  The entire project is expected to 
be completed by June 2015. 
Cost: $1.9 million 
Funding sources: city of Plano, Collin 
County 
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Plano and Collin County Compiled by Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

Jury stipend option 
cards allow donors to 
pick Meals on Wheels

Heritage Farmstead 
Museum seeks funds 
for house restoration

COLLIN COUNTY  At the April 6 
Collin County Commissioners Court 
meeting, commissioners voted to add 
Meals on Wheels to jury option cards.

A jury option card consists of a list 
of organizations to which jurors can 
donate their daily stipend. The addition 
of Meals on Wheels to the juror option 
card will provide an additional revenue 
stream for meals and meal deliveries.

Meals on Wheels delivers 950 meals 
daily to elderly and homebound resi-
dents of Collin County. The organiza-
tion has been in existence under the 
Collin County Committee on Aging 
umbrella since 1977. For more informa-
tion, visit www.mowcc.com.

PLANO   At their April 13 regular 
meeting, City Council members gave 
the Heritage Farmstead Museum and 
supporters until May 11 to devise a 
plan for preserving the Collinwood 
House without the need for city funds. 
The 1860s-era home could become 
the newest addition to Plano’s list of 
historic homes if the group can find 
additional funds. 

Aside from its request for a city 
match, council members raised other 
issues of concern about the proposed 
preservation project, including how 
the project could interrupt the parks 
master plan. Council members also 
wondered how the house could survive 

City staff presents 
data, feedback for 
Plano Tomorrow plan
PLANO   In a special Planning and 
Zoning work session on April 9, city staff 
presented data and survey results for the 
Plano Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan. 
The meeting allowed time for feedback 
from speakers as well as inclusion of 
remotely submitted questions through 
social media. 

Staff presented the details of the Plano 
Tomorrow website, showcasing 15 videos 
truncating lengthy pages of the detailed 
report into a digestible format for 
Plano residents. The commission is not 
expected to make a request for adoption 
of the plan until July. The website is still 
in draft form and can be viewed at  
www.planotomorrow.org.

in the public area. If the city receives 
no other proposals, the  
structure could be deconstructed. 

“When we had the site visit in 
December we realized [this house] 
was a rare historic asset and an amaz-
ing opportunity for the city of Plano 
to preserve a piece of its history,” said 
M’Lou Hyttinen, executive director 
of the Heritage Farmstead Museum. 
“We’ve been doing this for 40 years, 
so we feel like we’re a great partner  
for this.”

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_pln

TweetingsMeetings

Plano City Council
Regular meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Mondays of  
each month.
Plano Municipal Center, 1520 K Ave.
Live webcasts are available online.
www.plano.gov

Collin County Commissioners 
Court 
Meetings are generally scheduled at  
1:30 p.m. each Monday.
Jack Hatchell Collin County Administration 
Building, 2300 Bloomdale Road, McKinney. 
972-424-1460 www.co.collin.tx.us

Plano Independent School 
District
Meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m.  
on the first Tuesday of each month.
Plano ISD Administration Building,  
2700 W. 15th St. 
469-752-8100. www.pisd.edu
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JOIN US AT OUR COMMUNITY TABLE UNDER A CANOPY OF STARS AND TWINKLING LIGHTS ON THE 
BRICKS OF 15TH STREET. ENJOY A 5-COURSE MEAL AND SAMPLINGS BY HISTORIC DOWNTOWN PLANO 
CHEFS. LIBATIONS INCLUDED. PROCEEDS BENEFIT CHARITY.

Sunday, May 17, 5:30 - 10:00

Sponsored by:
Angela’s by the Crosswalk
Bake Rejoice
Community Impact Newspaper

Dalats Vietamerican
Fillmore Pub
Fourteen Eighteen Coffeehouse
Jorg’s Café Vienna

Kelly’s East Side
LaFoofaraw
Lockhart Smokehouse
Magaly Designs

Mona Lisa Realty Keller 
Williams
Theatre Britain
Uni Sushi

Urban Crust
Urban Rio
Vickery Park
Ye Ole Butcher Shop

Experience Downtown Plano’s 
Interurban Arts District!
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW: VISITDOWNTOWNPLANO.COM
LIMITED QUANTITY AVAILABLE

TICKET & LIVE SALES BENEFIT MY 
POSSIBILITIES & THE NORTH TEXAS 
FOOD BANK.Night Out

ON 15TH

HOSTED BY HISTORIC DOWNTOWN 
PLANO ASSOCIATION

75

URBAN.
HISTORIC.

HIP.

URBAN.
HISTORIC.

HIP.

visitdowntownplano.com

Supreme Dream Photography
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Full House, Senate begin hearing legislation
Texas lawmakers filed more than 6,300 

bills for the 84th Legislature before the 
March 13 bill-filing deadline, according to 
the Legislative Reference Library of Texas.

That March 13 deadline represented 
the first 60 calendar days of the session in 
which the Senate and House could file any 
number of bills but only take action on 

emergency items declared by Gov. Greg 
Abbott. The governor made those declara-
tions Feb. 17 on early education, higher 
education, border security, transportation 
and ethics.

With the 60-day deadline passed, the 
full House and Senate may take action on 
any bill.

By Kelli Weldon
Members of the House Committee on Public Education met April 14 and heard support 

for and opposition to several bills, including HB 1759, filed by Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock, 
R-Killeen. The school finance legislation aims to add $3 billion in per-student funding and 
eliminate adjustments once intended to protect districts from short-term losses in funding.

On April 13 the House Committee on Public Education discussed SB 149, which aims to 
establish committees to determine if students who pass classes but fail standardized tests 
can graduate. The bill, which passed the Senate, awaits a House vote. 

On April 9 the House passed HB 4, filed by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston. The legislation 
outlines a high-quality prekindergarten program and awaits Senate consideration.

The Senate Committee on Education heard testimony April 7 on bills including SB 1483, 
filed by Sen. Sylvia Garcia, D-Houston, which defines the community schools model.

“Although community schools are operational in Texas, currently there is no definition or 
uniform set of practices,” she said, noting underperforming schools could choose the model 
outlined in statute instead of a Texas Education Agency intervention team. 

Rep. Roland Gutierrez, D-San Antonio, filed HB 456, which would ban e-cigarettes on 
public campuses. It passed the House on April 10.

SB 6, a bill that directs the TEA commissioner to give schools A-F performance ratings, 
passed the Senate on March 31. 

By Jennifer Curington
Campus safety and funding are two priorities for most 

university and college campuses in Texas for this session.
The Senate passed SB 11 to allow a person with a 

concealed handgun license to carry his or her firearm 
on university and college campuses throughout the 
state. Proponents of the bill say it will increase safety on 
campuses, but opponents say it could open the door for 
more violence. Many university and college administration 
members have voiced concern and asked the measure not 
be put into law.

The Senate version of the bill has not yet been heard on the House floor, but the House 
version is now out of its assigned committee as of March 31. It remains unclear when the 
House will take a vote.

A bill that would repeal current state law allowing some undocumented immigrants to 
pay in-state tuition rates at colleges and universities is now out of its Senate committee. 
SB 1819 is now eligible to be heard on the Senate floor; however, its House companion, 
HB 2912, has not yet been heard in its assigned House committee. Many beneficiaries of 
the law, also known as Texas DREAMers, have testified asking legislators not to repeal it. 

TRANSPORTATION

By Joe Olivieri
The Texas Enterprise Fund—an incentive tool 

to attract new jobs and investment to the Lone 
Star State—and related state funds intended 
to encourage development were the subjects 
of discussion during meetings of the House 
Committee on Economic & Small Business 
Development in early April.

Rep. Jason Villalba, R-Dallas, described HB 
1506, which would transfer money from the 
Texas Emerging Technology Fund to the TEF. 
The bill was left pending April 2. 

The committee also discussed HB 55, which 
would make veterans hospitals eligible for the 
TEF. The bill was left pending in committee April 9.

Lawmakers discussed HB 26, which includes abolishing the Texas Emerging Technology 
Fund and creating an Economic Incentive Oversight Board. The bill, co-authored by Rep. 
Angie Chen Button, R-Dallas, was left pending in committee April 2.

The Senate Natural Resources & Economic Development Committee took up enterprise 
issues April 7. 

SB 1103 addresses the eligibility of property used for large data center projects to 
receive tax benefits under the Texas Economic Development Act. The bill was left pending 
in committee. During its April 14 meeting the committee discussed SB 632, which is related 
to enhancing the state’s economic and educational competitiveness, and SB 1122, which is 
related to wells used for power generation or mining.

ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

By Lyndsey Taylor 
The Senate’s Health & Human Services Committee met April 8 and 

discussed several bills related to mental health.
SB 1881, which addresses decision-making agreements for certain 

adults with disabilities, was left pending in committee. The bill, authored 
by Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, provides a less restrictive alternative 
to guardianship and aims to support the independence of Texans 
who are elderly and persons with disabilities, according to Zaffirini’s 
statement of intent for the bill. Currently, those with disabilities are 
placed into guardianship before making their own decisions about their 
lives, such as where the adult wants to live and what kind of health care he or she wants to 
receive, Zaffirini said. The bill proposes an alternative to guardianship called a “decision-
making agreement,” which is an informal, voluntary agreement that does not require court 
involvement. If passed, the bill would allow the agreement to be terminated by either party at 
any time, according to the statement of intent. 

At the meeting senators also discussed SB 1889 at length. The bill, left pending in the 
committee, is related to the disclosure and use of information in the central registry of child 
abuse and neglect cases in the Department of Family and Protective Services. Currently, some 
parents of children with behavioral or mental health disorders relinquish parental rights to Child 
Protective Services as a last resort to provide mental health care to their children when parents 
cannot afford the cost, Zaffirini said. When parents relinquish their rights, they are placed on 
Texas’ abuse and neglect registry. Zaffirini heavily advocated for the bill and said parents who 
relinquish rights solely to provide mental health services for their children are “loving.”

DFPS can access and use the information in the registry to perform background checks 
and is required to make the information available to agencies including hospitals, clinics, 
schools and local child services agencies. Because of this, those in the registry may be 
barred from employment in any of these agencies.

HEALTH CARE

HIGHER EDUCATION

Sen. Lois Kolkhorst

The House Committee on Economic & Small 
Business Development hears testimony.

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_XXXX and search 
for #CITxLege or visit impactnews.com

• Concealed handguns would be 
allowed on the grounds and in 
buildings owned by a college or 
university.

• Rules can be established in 
regard to storing the handguns 
on grounds but cannot prevent 
licensed individuals from carry-
ing a concealed weapon.

By Leslee Bassman
The Texas Senate passed a $211.4 billion budget bill by a vote of 30–1 on April 14, with 

Sen. Sylvia Garcia, D-Houston, voting against the proposal. 
Committee Substitute House Bill 1 provides $753 million in funding for border security as 

well as Medicaid, school districts and charter schools, transportation, mental health, higher 
education, Employee Retirement System, adult incarceration and juvenile justice.

Sen. Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, speaking in favor of the bill, said the state’s border 
region has been asking for assistance for years. As of summer 2014, undocumented and 
unaccompanied minor statistics increased from 15,000 in 2013 to a pace that would have 
reached 125,000 in 2014, he said. However, the Texas Department of Public Safety patrols 
and apprehensions held the number of unaccompanied minors to 50,000 in 2014, he said.

“Prior border security funding cuts at the state level led to disastrous consequences,” 
Creighton said. “Now the Texas Legislature has taken a strong step forward toward 
regaining ground that was unnecessarily lost to transnational violent cartel activity.”

He also said he favored the bill because it did not include an expansion of Medicaid.
“Additionally, this budget proposal includes the largest tax cut of any budget in Texas 

history,” Creighton said. “We should all celebrate this very important milestone for our 
families and businesses along with proving that conservative solutions can be offered to 
solve the toughest challenges while showing fiscal conservatism.”

As of April 15, SB 2, the Senate’s general appropriations bill, remains in the Senate 
Finance Committee. The general appropriations bill was filed by Chairwoman Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, on Jan. 27. 

BUDGET

Sen. Judith Zaffirini

CAMPUS CARRY RULES

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper is reporting on bills and funding for 
the state regarding the budget, economy and small business, transportation, public education, 
higher education, health care and more. All information on this page is as of April 15, 2015.

By Amy Denney
SB 1601, authored by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, would 

prohibit the state or a railroad company from using eminent domain—
acquiring land deemed necessary for public purposes—for high-
speed rail projects.

The Senate Committee on Transportation approved SB 1601 by 
a vote of 5-4 during its April 8 meeting. The bill next goes to the full 
Senate for consideration.

The bill additionally clarifies the definition of high-speed rail to 
mean intercity passenger rail that reaches speeds of 110 mph.

“Exercising eminent domain is controversial, especially when you’re discussing private 
companies,” Kolkhorst said. 

The bill comes after the Texas Central Railway proposed to build a 294-mile railway from 
Dallas to Houston using Japanese technology to achieve speeds of 185 mph. TCR might 
use eminent domain to acquire right of way for the project. TCR Chairman and CEO Richard 
Lawless said the project would not use government subsidies, grants or other funding.

On April 9 the House Committee on Transportation discussed its version of SB 5, which 
the Senate approved March 4, called HB 1370. The committee did not take action on the 
bill, which would send the first $2.5 billion of motor vehicle sales tax revenues to the state’s 
general revenue fund and the second $2.5 billion in revenue to the State Highway Fund for 
transportation projects. The House Transportation Committee left the bill pending after a 
public hearing but could vote on HB 1370 at an upcoming meeting.
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News from the 84th Texas Legislature

REP. JODIE LAUBENBERG • DISTRICT 89

75

380

DallasPlano

R-Plano

Elected: 2002

512-463-0186

jodie.laubenberg@
house.state.tx.us

SEN. VAN TAYLOR • DISTRICT 8

Plano

Frisco

121

380

DNT
TOLL

R-Plano

Elected: 2014

512-463-0108

van.taylor@senate.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 
• Authored an ethics reform package 

focusing on areas of anti-corruption, 
transparency and disclosure, and 
removing conflicts of interest

• Championed a bill that would give 
National Guardsmen the legal authority 
to defend themselves

• Pushed for limiting the size and reach 
of government by passing new rules in 
the Senate to limit taxes or fees without 
thorough debate

SEN. JANE NELSON • DISTRICT 12

R-Flower Mound

Elected: 1993

512-463-0112

jane.nelson@
senate.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 
• Introduced the 

Senate’s base 
budget, which 
strengthens 
border security

• Presided 
over the 
appropriations hearings for 171 state 
agencies

• Had three bills approved by the Senate 
Committee on Finance

• Created a permanent fund for 
transportation projects through a bill she 
joint-authored

35
35

30
Dallas

Denton

REP. RON SIMMONS • DISTRICT 65

R-Plano

Elected: 2012

512-463-0478

ron.simmons@
house.state.tx.us

Recent activity: 
• Filed HB 279 giving 

parents of students 
with special needs 
the ability to 
choose a public 
school that meets 
their child’s needs

• Filed HB 1287 requiring four-year public 
universities to maintain a link prominently 
on their website to the most recent Texas 
Consumer Resource for Education and 
Workforce Statistics report

• Filed HB 3008, eliminating "wrongful 
birth" as a cause of action to sue for 
medical malpractice 

12135
Lewisville

REP. JEFF LEACH • DISTRICT 67

R-Plano

Elected: 2012

512-463-0544

jeff.leach@house.
state.tx.us

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR PLANO

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and impactnews.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_pln—and throughout 
the legislative session search for #CITxLege for coverage 
that matters to you.

Recent activity: 
• Filed HB 2596 

shortening timeline 
for law enforcement 
to enter family 
violence protective 
orders into the 
statewide database

• Filed HB 203 to allocate revenue from 
taxes collected from the sale of new and 
used automotive parts and tires, to the 
State Highway Fund; passage would 
provide an estimated $850 million-$950 
million annually to the SHF

• Filed HB 241 to add social media as an a 
method of substituted service for serving 
citations other than in-person

Recent activity: 
• Filed HB 2762 to 

make the petition 
process more 
transparent and 
give citizens more 
time to reasonably 
gather signatures 
for a petition

• Voted with the House to pass a budget 
that is under the spending cap and 
keeps spending in line with the state's 
population and inflation

• Filed HB 1623, HB 1878 and HB 2082 –to 
assist Children's Health System provide 
care for patients with medical needs

75

121

Plano

Allen
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02 CACCC Gala 2015 
The Children's Advocacy 

Center of Collin County's annual gala 
features a performance by the Pointer 
Sisters. Funds from the gala go to 
benefit abused and neglected children 
who seek help from the CACCC. 6 p.m. 
$275 (individual). Group packages are 
available. The Hilton Anatole, 2201 N. 
Stemmons Freeway, Dallas.  
972-633-6602. www.caccollincounty.org

07 Courtyard Texas Music Series 
Hayes Carll performs as part of the 

series. The singer/song writer from Texas 
has four albums and has received numerous 
awards and honors over the years. His songs 
appeared in the movie “Country Strong.” 
7:30 p.m. $25. Courtyard Theater, 1509 H 
Ave. 972-941-5600.  
www.planostages.com 

07 Collin County prayer breakfast
The Collin County Christian prayer 

breakfast provides an opportunity for people 
throughout the county to come together on 
National Prayer day and give thanks.  
6:30-9 a.m. $25 (includes breakfast). Plano 
Center, 2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway.  
972-757-7259.  
www.collinchristianprayerbreakfast.com 

09 ‘Tombstone Mysteries’
The Plano Conservancy seeks 

volunteers of all ages to help with cemetery 
upkeep at two of Plano’s historic cemeteries. 
Volunteers will clean gravestones, plant 
flowers, place flags and perform other duties 
in cemeteries dating back as far as the Civil 
War. Drinks and snacks are provided.  
9–11 a.m.  Free. Plano Conservancy, 901 E. 
15th St. 972-941-2117.  
www.planoconservancy.org

09 Parade! An Amazing Youth 
Circus Show 

Dallas Cirque Theater brings its high-flying 
entertainment program to Plano. The show 

April

24 though 25  
Men of Note Chorus 

The annual spring show and concert, “Of 
Fireflies and Fathoms,” by the all-men’s  
a cappella group includes music inspired by 
Mississippi River jazz and blues artists.  
8 p.m. (April 24,) 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. (April 25). 
$20 (night shows) $15 (matinee). Courtyard 
Theater, 1509 H Ave. 972-941-5600. 
 www.menofnote.org 

May

02 AsiaFest
The 12th annual Asian-American 

heritage festival features dance, fashion, 
martial arts, cultural booths representing 
various Asian countries and more.  
10:30 a.m.– 5p.m. Free. Haggard Park,  
901 E.15th St. 214-556-9852.  
www.asianamericanheritage.org

features various acts, including contortion, 
juggling, acrobatics and more. 2 and  
7:30 p.m. $25 (advance), $35 (at the door). 
Courtyard Theater, 1509 H Ave.  
469-855-9206. www.dallascirque.com 

16 Assassination City Roller Derby
The league holds its monthly event 

featuring two bouts. The matches are 
BYOB and BYOC (bring your own chair). 
Concessions are available for purchase. 
7 p.m. $10 (advance), $15 (at the door). 
Thunderbird Roller Rink, 3200 Thunderbird 
Lane. 972-422-4447. www.acderby.com 

17 Night Out on 15th
The Historic Downtown Plano 

Association closes 15th Street so dinner can 
be served under the stars. The event features 
a five-course meal with food samples from 
more than a dozen downtown restaurants 
along with complimentary libations. Diners 
eat on a 300-foot table sat up in the middle 
of the closed street. The event includes live 
entertainment and proceeds from the event 
will benefit the nonprofits. My Possibilities 
and the North Texas Food Bank.  
5:30–10 p.m.  $125. Downtown Plano,  
15th Street and K Avenue. 972-543-8840.  
www.visitdowntownplano.com

18 Golf tournament
 The Plano Chamber of Commerce 

and The Medical Center of Plano host their 
25th annual golf tournament. Players can 
register as a team of four or as an individual 
player. Registration includes lunch, driving 
range practice, dinner and an awards 
banquet. $125 (individual), $500 (group of 
four). Pecan Hollow Golf Course, 4901 14th 
St. 972-424-7547. www.planochamber.org

21 Smart Yards for North Texas 
Growing conditions in North Texas 

can be harsh but there are certain plants 
that are adapted to the area. In this talk and 
tour, participants learn about plants that 
thrive in the North Texas area and what can 
be done to prepare the soil. 7-9 p.m. Free. 
Environmental Education Center,  
4116 W. Plano Parkway. 972-469-4130.  
www.livegreeninplano.com 

23 Rock the Block 
This annual 5K/10K run starts at 

Oak Point Park and Nature Preserve and 
winds through Plano’s trail system. There is a 
1-mile fun run for kids while more advanced 

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Plano events at  
impactnews.com/pln-calendar.

To have Plano events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the month.

Online calendar

Compiled by Abigail Allen

Urban Rio
1000 E. 14th St. Ste. 100 • 972-422-4466  
www.urbanrio.com
May
06  Mickey the Rat
09  Josh Goode
15  Chet Stevens
23  Josh Goode

Love and War in Texas
601 E. Plano Parkway • 972-422-6201
www.loveandwarintexas.com
May
02  Big Joe Walker, Joe Teichman 
09  Doug Moreland, Cole Risner
14  Chuck Ligon
17  Paul Thorn, Mick Tinsley

Featured 
              LIVE MUSIC
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Worth the TRIP

Taste of the NFL 
This 11th annual event is 
hosted by the Dallas 

Cowboys’ offensive line led by Travis 
Frederick, NFL Hall of Fame inductee 
Charles Haley and former Cowboys 
Chad Hennings and Preston Pearson, 
as well as Chef Kent Rathbun. 
Featuring gourmet fare from Rathbun 
and more than 20 of the area’s most 
celebrated chefs, the event benefits 
the North Texas Food Bank’s child 
programs. 6-9 p.m. $150 per ticket, 
$2,500 for a reserved table.  AT&T 
Stadium, One AT&T Way, Arlington. 
214-431-4683. 
www.web.ntfb.org/TNFL

M AY
03

runners/walkers can sign up for a longer run. 
Proceeds benefit The Jim Utley Foundation, 
which is dedicated to helping children live 
drug-free. 7:30 a.m. (on-site registration) 8:20 
a.m. (1-mile fun run). $20-$40 (adult), free for 
children 5 years of age and younger. Oak Point 
Park and Nature Preserve, 2801 Spring Creek 
Parkway. info@donteventryit.org.  
www.donteventryit.org 

16 MedAssets Race for Heroes  5K 
MedAssets hosts its second annual 

Race for Heroes 5K to help commemorate 
Armed Forces Day. The family-friendly event 
offers tours of the American Fallen Soldiers 
Memorial Hall inside the MedAssets building 
and the traveling Texas Memorial Wall from 
Houston, as well as veteran support group 
exhibitors and food trucks. Money raised 
will go to support Hire Heroes U.S.A., which 
provides job training and placement for 
returning veterans. 7:30 a.m. $25 (adults), 
$15 (children 12 years of age and younger. 
MedAssets, 5543 Legacy Drive.  
www.medassetsraceforheroes.com 
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What are your overall goals if 
elected?
To use taxpayers dollars 
efficiently and ensure all of our 
students have various educational 
paths to success. College is not 
the only path to success. 

www.mrkaminsky.com
paul.kaminsky@pisd.edu

2015
ELECTION GUIDE

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 1

PISD, PLACE 4

PISD, PLACE 5

PISD, PLACE 7

PISD, PLACE 7

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 3 CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 7

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 5

What are the three biggest 
challenges for Plano today?
Water: We have been in a drought 
situation [for] the past several 
years, and though the recent rains 
have helped nearly replenish our 
lakes, we need … to encourage 
conservation. Transportation: We 
must work with our county and 

state [representatives] to insure transportation needs 
are properly projected and met to meet the demands 
of an increasing population. Public Safety: Our citizens 
want and expect this to remain as the No. 1 priority of 
the city. With proper budgeting we will be able to meet 
those expectations.

angela4plano@gmail.com
www.angelaminer.org

What are the three biggest 
challenges for Plano today?
We must fix our aging infrastructure 
by allocating more money for capital 
reserve in the city budget. We 
[also] must stay competitive with 
neighboring cities for economic 
opportunities by promoting 
economic redevelopment along 

major thoroughfares and at major shopping centers. 
Finally, we must ensure the city's amenities match the 
needs of our two fastest growing demographics—
seniors and millennials—by ... staying connected via 
town hall meetings, social media, etc. [with these two].

www.mattforplano.com
info@mattforplano.com

What are the three biggest 
challenges for Plano today?
Water and infrastructure: I will 
work diligently with the city and 
the North Texas Municipal Water 
District to help create solutions to 
the water issues of today and the 
future. Growth: I will contribute 
wherever possible to work with 

and through organizations to support smart growth 
strategies that are acceptable to the majority of our 
citizens. Economic development: We must keep and 
also attract high-quality employers. We must maintain 
and enlarge the skills of our educated workforce. 

www.gradyforplano.com
rickgrady@msn.com

What are the three biggest 
challenges for Plano today?
[I would like to see] less cronyism 
within city government and more 
honest discussion between the 
citizens and the city council and 
commissions. Taxpayers should 
have a voice in how their tax 
dollars are being spent. The City 

Council [also] skirts ... responsibilities by deferring 
to regional organizations, which allows [the city 
council] to not serve the best interest of the taxpayer. 
Economic development [also] might be better served 
by regentrifying sections of Plano instead of urbanizing 
residential green spaces with high-density housing. 

www.tom4plano.com
harrison.qhs@gmail.com

If elected,what are your overall 
goals?
My goal is to drive awareness 
that all children are different, to 
help each one find their passions 
and strengths, and to give them 
enough choices to make them 
successful in life, whether they go 
to college, take a job, or start a 

business. I would like to change the focus from college 
admission only.   

www.solomon4pisd.com
solomon4pisd@romatix.com

What are the three biggest 
challenges for Plano today?
Transportation: [We need to] 
continue to work with regional 
partners to address needs and 
focus on getting the Cotton 
Belt commuter rail corridor 
[underway]. Water: [I propose that 
we] develop regional water usage 

plan with NTMWD for all member cities and continue 
to encourage conservation methods. Economic 
development: [I believe we should] formally engage 
with business leaders to ... assist with the expansion 
and retention of existing businesses as well as the 
development and growth of new companies.

www.facebook.com/mansfieldforplano
mikemans43@gmail.com

If elected, what are your overall 
goals?
[I plan] to work in collaboration 
with the other board members 
and the superintendent to ensure 
that all decisions made regarding 
goals, policies and budgets 
directly benefit the learning 
experience of our students, staff 

and parents. I intend to use the governance functions 
of the board of trustees to advocate strongly for the 
full participation of students, parents, staff and the 
Plano ISD community in fulfilling our district mission. 

www.vote4sharon.com
sharon@vote4sharon.com

If elected, what are your overall 
goals?
I am honored to have served as 
a trustee for nine years, and I 
strive to continue in this role to 
provide leadership stability as we 
welcome our new Superintendent 
this summer.  I plan to pursue the 
priorities that empower students 

to be able to adapt to new learning and career 
opportunities throughout their lives, collaborate with 
and contribute to the global community and to be 
disciplined and creative in their thinking.

www.missybender.com
missyabender@verizon.net

If elected, what are your overall 
goals?
[I plan] to work very closely 
with [Brian Binggeli], our new 
superintendent, helping him 
understand Plano and the 
dynamics of our school district. 
I will also work very hard on trying 
to close the achievement gap with 

our economically disadvantaged kids.
www.mikefriedman.weebly.com

mike.friedman@cbre.com

What are the three biggest 
challenges for Plano today?
Even though we are a “mature” 
city and approaching build-out, 
there is still a lot of open space 
to be developed. Infrastructure is 
and has been an issue for Plano. 
We ... have people commuting 
in and around the city ... in 

addition to our regular citizen traffic flows. This is a 
lot of traffic, and we need to be able to keep them 
moving. The real answer is that I don’t pretend to have 
the answers. These solutions will be found through 
collaboration between city staff and management, our 
citizens, outside interests and study by the council.

www.jimmcgee.com
plainojim@yahoo.com

If elected, what are your overall 
goals?
I would like to see [Plano ISD]
expand on the academy programs 
we currently have in place and 
offer more choice within our 
district. Specifically, I would like 
to see the development of more 
programs in partnership with 

a local college or university, similar to what we have 
done with the Plano Health Sciences Academy.  I 
would also like to see choice programs expanded 
down into our middle and elementary schools. 

dstolle@jw.com

What are the three biggest 
challenges for Plano today?
Development: The current Plano 
Tomorrow plan is flawed as it 
does not represent the will of 
the people. I applaud the work of 
planofuture.org as this group has 
educated residents on what is at 
stake. Equal Rights Ordinance: 

This ordinance should have been placed on the ballot 
to allow the citizens of Plano to decide. Transparency: 
I think we need to refine some of our processes and 
schedules in how we get things done in particular with 
planning and zoning. 

www.ronkelley.org
rkelley@prestonwood.org

ANGELA MINER

MATT LAGOS

RICK GRADY TOM HARRISON

YORAM SOLOMON

MIKE MANSFIELD

SHARON HIRSCH MISSY BENDER*MIKE FRIEDMAN*

PAUL KAMINSKY

JIM MCGEE

DAVID STOLLE*RON KELLEY

VOTER ID REQUIREMENTS*

When voting in person, Texas voters are required to present one of seven specific 
forms of photo identification before they may cast their ballot. Under Senate Bill 14, 
which was passed by the Texas Legislature in 2011 but did not take effect until a 
June 25, 2013, decision by the U.S. Supreme Court, voters must present one of the 
following forms of identification to vote: 

• Texas driver’s license
• Texas personal ID card issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety
• Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS
• U.S. military ID card with photo
• U.S. certificate of citizenship or U.S. certificate of naturalization showing photo
• U.S. passport book or card
• Election ID certificate (EIC)

www.votetexas.gov, www.keepcalmvoteon.com, www.co.collin.tx.us/elections, www.plano.gov/312/elections, www.pisd.edu/about.us/board.of.trustees/board.election.
shtml *Information updated as of March 11. Texas’ voter photo ID requirements are subject to change. Visit www.texas.gov for any updates.

RESOURCES

*Incumbent
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COLLIN COLLEGE, PLACE 7

COLLIN COLLEGE, PLACE 8

Why are you running for the board 
of trustees?
I currently serve as the incumbent 
trustee in Place 7. I was selected from 
a long list of distinguished applicants 
to fill a vacancy created when founding 
trustee Tino Trujillo retired. I am 
grateful for this opportunity and look 

forward to continuing to serve our students and the Collin 
College community.

Why are you running for the board 
of trustees?
I have served and contributed as we 
began the college and continue to be 
excited about what we are doing. We 
have had great accomplishments. 
However, our greatest challenges 
remain ahead. With the challenges 

and our population growth, experienced and visionary 
strategic planning and decision-making will be critical 
[for future successes].

Why are you running for the 
board of trustees?
My service to this board will allow 
a depth in the decision-making 
process that is seen from a 
ground-level up [perspective], 
from the student to the faculty to 
the staff. My goal is to drive the 

board in a student centric direction, keeping a strong 
focus on the county taxpayer.

www.electgould.com
972-977-6940

Why are you running for the 
board of trustees?
For many years I have wished 
to run for this position. I bring 
versatile experiences not present 
on the board—35 years at human 
resources experience and 15 years 
in the high-tech, large corporate 

world. Collin College is once again appointing new 
leadership, and with this change the board of trustees 
will need new ideas and perspectives.

www.roberts4collincollege.com
Roberts4CollinCollege@gmail.com

Why are you running for the 
board of trustees?
My wife and I and most of our 
friends have children who will be 
entering their college years sooner 
than we could believe. I am running 
for Place 7 ... because I have a 
vested interest in ensuring that 

Collin College remains an elite and affordable higher 
education option for young adults in our community.

www.collinforcollincollege.com

Why are you running for the 
board of trustees?
I have had a very intense career in 
technology planning and strategy. 
This experience creates a unique 
combination of skills that fits the 
requirements of a board member 
in this time of rapidly changing 

learning models and the ... adoption of new technology.
www.jimorr.us

jim-orr@att.net

POLLING LOCATIONS
Registered voters in Collin County can cast their ballot at any vote center within their county during early 
voting and on election day. 

IMPORTANT DATES

ELECTION DAY: MAY 9, 2015

First day of in-person early voting: April 27
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): April 30
Last day of in-person early voting: May 5
Runoff election: June 13

DESIGN BY SHAWN EPPS

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE-DFW-METRO

STEVE CONE*

BOB COLLINS*

MIKE GOULD

KEN ROBERTS

COLLIN KENNEDY JIM ORR

Armstrong Middle School, 3805 Timberline Drive
Bethany Elementary School, 2418 Micarta Drive
Bowman Middle School, 2501 Jupiter Road
Carpenter Middle School, 3905 Rainier Road
Collin College Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. 
Spring Creek Parkway
Haggard Middle School, 2832 Parkhaven Drive
Hendrick Middle School, 7400 Red River Drive
Parr Library, 6200 Windhaven Parkway

Compiled by Krista Wadsworth and Kelley Chambers-Crimmins

Robinson Middle School, 6701 Preston Meadow 
Drive
Schimelpfenig Middle School, 2400 Maumelle 
Drive
Shepton High School, 5505 Plano Parkway
Tom Muehlenbeck Recreation Center, 5801 W. 
Parker Road
Wilson Middle School, 1001 Custer Road
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Now Enrolling!

Experience the 
excitement of our 

Summer Adventure Club 
where imagionations are 

free to run wild. Get ready 
for engineering design 

challenges, discoveries, 
outdoor exploration and 

more. It’s going to be one 
epic summer. Fun for 

ages 5–10.*

Each Primrose school is a privately owned 
and operated franchise. Primrose Schools is 
a trademark of Primrose School Franchising 
Company. ©2015 Primrose School 
Franchising Company. All rights reserved. 
*Ages for Summer Adventure Club programs 
vary by location. 

Primrose School of South Plano
469.516.9387
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Roller derby league 
moves its bouts to Plano
Thunderbird Rink hosts Assassination City

On the roller derby track, the play can 
be painful. A body check by a blocker or a 
shoulder to the thigh will hurt. But when 
the bout is over and the skates come off, 
the women who make up Assassination 
City Roller Derby are all friends.

“We are not just a sports league—we're 
family,” player Amanda Warner said. “We 
are an amazing group of encouraging and 
supportive women who have found com-
mon ground in this sport.”

The player-owned-and-operated league 
recently relocated from Mesquite to 
Plano in February and has high hopes of 
attracting more fans to the sport.

“This is a bigger venue and an oppor-
tunity for a new fan base,” player Ursula 
Evering said.

The league uses the Thunderbird Roller 
Rink in Plano as the base for its practices 
and monthly bouts. So far the new loca-
tion has treated the league well. ACRD 
had a nearly sold-out crowd for the 
season opener in February, Warner said.  
Once spectators see the teams in action, it 
is hard not to be attracted to their energy 
and passion, she added.

“You gotta love it to do it,” Evering said. 
The league has roughly 70 players who 

make a strong commitment when they 
become part of the league, Warner said. 
Some of them travel from as far away as 
two hours to play, but games aren’t the 
only commitment players make.  Since 
the league is player-owned and operated, 
the players aren’t paid; in fact, they pay 
to play. 

In addition to dues, the women also do 
their own marketing, pass out their own 
fliers and even serve as the janitors after 
the monthly bouts. There are nine differ-
ent committees and each player joins one 
to help keep the organization going.

“It’s good to share the responsibility,” 

Warner said.
Four teams and a travel team make 

up the ACRD, which holds tryouts three 
times a year. Since it is a full-contact 
sport, there are several criteria a hope-
ful must meet before being drafted by 
a team including passing a rules test, 
Warner said. Like all women’s roller 
derby leagues, the league is governed by 
the Women’s Flat Track Derby Associa-
tion. The rules are tweaked each year, and 
players must be familiar with them. Play-
ers must also pass a physical test.

ACRD was started in 2005 by a group 
of women who wanted to revive the derby 
scene in Dallas. Throughout the years the 
league has moved locations and changed 
leadership several times, but the mission 
has stayed the same.  

“The women in our league inspire 
each other to become a stronger, more 
confident and better person every day,” 
Warner said. “Not only on skates, but we 
support each other off skates as well.”

Once a player is drafted to the team 
there is the excitement of picking a derby 
name, and each player has a story as to 
why she chose her name, Warner said.

“I had a running list of names written 
on masking tape and stuck on my wall,” 
said Warner, who goes by the name Can-
nibal Cupcakes. “I would put a different 
name on my helmet at practice to get 
people to call me that to see if I like it.”

Roller derby is harder than it seems, 
Warner and fellow player Estella French 
said. It took a year before either player 
was drafted by a team. Those not drafted 
in their first year of eligibility are still 
allowed to practice with teams, said 
French, whose derby name is A Street Car 
Named Destruction.

“As long as you want to be here, you 
can be here,” she said.

ENTERTAINMENT

Team Lone Star Assassins’ Corkscrew Yu (center, left) spins to block a Viva La Revolucion player.

Thunderbird Roller Rink
3200 Thunderbird Lane
972-422-4447
www.thunderbirdrink.com 

Cost: $10
Info: www.acderby.com

Assassination City Roller Derby League 
consists of players from all over the 
Metroplex. Teams include:

ACRD Conspiracy

The Deadly Kennedys

Lone Star Assassins

Ruby’s Revenge

Viva La Revolucion

IA Fresh Meat

Team Zebra

Roller derby is a contact sport 
played by two teams of five 
members roller-skating in the 
same direction around a track. 
Games consist of a series  
of short matchups, or jams,  
in which teams play offense 
and defense to score points 
by lapping opposing team 
members.

Roller derby became popular 
in the 1930s and today is 
played by approximately 1,250 
amateur leagues worldwide. 
The sport was 
considered for the 
2020 Olympics 
but did not 
make the final 
round of voting.
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What is roller derby?

Next bout: May 16 Assassination City Roller Derby

Deadly Kennedy player Greta X 10 goes in for a hit 
against Ruby’s Revenge jammer Angel de Muerte. 

By Christina Alty
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Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is an occasional feature including 
leaders from various sectors who are making a difference in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area.

By Sherelle Black
Mabrie Jackson has a lengthy background serving the public sector 

as councilwoman, has been a runoff election candidate for the Texas 
House Representatives District 66 seat and most recently served as the 
interim president and CEO of Plano Chamber of Commerce.

Additionally, she has years of corporate experience having worked 
for Microsoft Corp. and EDS. Jackson’s latest position as the president 
and CEO of the North Texas Commission requires her to use both her 
corporate and public sector knowledge. She has been with the NTC, a 
regional organization aimed at keeping North Texas globally competi-
tive, since 2010 when she came aboard as the organization’s first  
female leader.

Does your organization educate 
communities about the importance 
of public transportation?

Part of our air-quality issue is mobility. 
Seventy percent of our problem is we have 
too many cars on the road. And we all 
know Texans and transplant Texans—we 
love to be in control of when we go and 
when we get in our car. We don’t like to 
be on somebody else’s schedule, and that’s 
something we are going to have to change.

We need more public transportation. 
Not many of our local elected officials 
from the state level are totally thrilled 
with that. They think it’s too expensive 
and all the things they can say are true, 
but by not having access to public trans-
portation there are a couple of things that 
we miss. One is not all jobs in this area 
are high-paying jobs—some are lower-
wage jobs. People who are going to be in 
a lower-wage job don’t live here because 
they can’t afford to live in this part of 
town.

So how do you get them from the 
communities they may live in and give 
them access to these jobs because once 
they get in these jobs then they have 
an opportunity to move up and better 

themselves economically? So from an 
economic standpoint and from a diversity 
standpoint [public transportation] is very 
important. And frankly, getting people off 
the roads is what we need.

When you are out marketing 
this area domestically and 
internationally, what are some key 
selling points? 

Most people, when you get outside of 
the country, don’t know where North 
Texas is, but the minute you mention Dal-
las they all know who J.R. Ewing [charac-
ter from the TV series ‘Dallas’] is. We call 
it the Dallas Problem. They all think we 
ride horses to work, have oil fields in our 
backyard, and all wear boots and jeans. 
But we talk about the diversity of industry 
here. 

We are banking; we are transporta-
tion; we are aerospace and defense; we 
are oil and gas; we are everything. So if 
one particular market goes soft—like oil 
prices dropping—that doesn’t bother us as 
much here because we have so much else 
to catch it. The other thing here is that 
the cost of living is so attractive for most 
people, and your dollar goes so much 

[further] here. 
Another thing is our diversity in our 

region. We are really moving away from 
being the all-white community. And that 
is challenging for some people because 
they feel like they are becoming less of a 
majority and more of a minority, but to 
me I think it is more exciting to go and 
embrace learning different cultures. The 
thing we talk about the most is the acces-
sibility to the world via DFW airport. 
DFW airport contributes about $32 
billion a year to our economy. All of the 
new international flights are so critical, 
and that’s what really helps us when we 
go get a Toyota or a Liberty Mutual or an 
AT&T or any of those companies that are 
moving here. 

Who are our biggest competitors both 
nationally and internationally?

I think when you look at regions there 
is still a little bit of competition with 
China from a labor cost around manufac-
turing, but I see that changing. From an 
investment and innovation and entrepre-
neurship [aspect] Silicon Valley, of course, 
has that No. 1 spot and New York is No. 2, 
but Texas is really No. 3. 

Truly there are more technology 
companies and more activity going on 
in North Texas than anywhere. We had 
about 320 major ideas come out of North 
Texas last year at about a million-dollar 
investment per idea. We are starting to 
come together and let the world know 
what’s going on here because we have 
kind of been the best-kept secret.

What do you see as the biggest 
challenges to face our area in the 
next five, 10 and 30 years?

 Water is the No. 1 issue we have. It’s 
going to make or break our growth pat-
terns. I think education is our second 
thing—just making sure our kids know 
there is more than one way to go get 
an education. You don’t have to go into 
debt to get a college education. We have 
fantastic community college systems here. 
They can go and do two years there and 
then go to [a four-year university]. If you 
live at home while you do that you can 
get a degree [for] under $25,000. Taking 
away the stigma of going to a trade school 
or getting a community college certifica-
tion versus a four-year degree —I think we 
need to address that. 
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Mabrie Jackson is the president and CEO of the North Texas Commission, a regional organization that markets North Texas, 
advocates on issues with no city or county boundaries and collaborates with leaders on regional goals.

Mabrie Jackson
North Texas Commission 
president and CEO
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TOP FIVE  
NEEDS OF HOMELESS

Housing1
Education/Job training2
Medical/Mental health care3
Dental care4
Food5

Hope’s Door, City House, Emily’s 
Place, Family Promise and the Texas 
Muslim Women’s Foundation house 
homeless residents, Stacy said.

For the first time, education and 
job training was the second -highest 
need according to respondents, just 
below housing and above medical-
dental care and food. In addition, 8 
percent of respondents cited divorce 
as a problem, which is more than 
the 4 percent who reported mental 
illness, Stacy Brown said.

But the census does not reveal 
the full extent of the situation since 
71,922 nights of shelter were given 
to people in Collin County. 

“Twelve percent [of respondents] 
had been homeless for more than 
a year and have a disability —the 
highest it’s ever been. We need to 
have a coordinated response for 
people who have chronic homeless-
ness,” Stacy Brown said.

Homelessness and children
Shortly after starting his work-

day in early April, Plano ISD Stu-
dent Services coordinator James 
Thomas receives an email from an 
assistant principal at a local middle 
school. The principal is worried 
about a sixth-grader whose family 

has nowhere to live. The calls and 
emails do not stop, and time is of 
the essence when it comes to assist-
ing students living on the brink of 
homelessness, Thomas said.

“This is not my sole job. I have 
a litany of other things to do. But 
this is one that emotionally drains 
me because I like people so much,” 
Thomas said. “This is my home; 
[Plano is] where I’ve always lived. 
My fear is not being able to do a lot 
for them.”

Thomas Elementary School was 
named after the PISD coordinator’s 
grandfather, a custodian who was 
the city’s first African-American 
firefighter. His grandfather was also 
a humanitarian, a tradition Thomas 
preserves as PISD’s homeless coor-
dinator and liaison for the Collin 
County Homeless Coalition.

Awareness of the homelessness 
issue in Collin County was roused 
about four years ago when the Col-
lin County Homeless Coalition was 
formed. In that time, several new 
agencies in Plano and throughout 
the county have emerged, mak-
ing the front against homelessness 
stronger. And the work continues, 
Thomas said.

“I think when [the census] started 
out, we had about 40 kids who were 
classified as homeless [in Plano]. 
Last year we had 484 students—and 
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of homeless adults 

in Collin County are 
employed

56%

The results of the Collin County Homeless Coalition’s 
2015 census will be used by social service providers, 
school districts, faith communities, businesses and 
local cities to provide solutions to the barriers homeless 
individuals face on a daily basis.
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COLLIN COUNTY HOMELESS COALITION
Meets the first Thursday of every month
9:00–10:30 AM
1520 K Avenue, Building Inspections Training Room, Plano, 
Texas 75074
www.facebook.com/collin/homeless

Join the Collin County Homeless Coalition efforts to end 
homelessness in Collin County, Texas. 

students identified as 
homeless by Plano, Frisco, 
and McKinney independent 
school districts1,578

Tell us what  
 you think. Comment at impactnews.com

that’s not even remotely all of them,” 
Thomas said. “There’s an average of 
four to five times more than that in our 
district. Finding those kids, that’s the 
challenge.”

To help identify students in need, 
Thomas meets with administrators, 
office staff and counselors on a monthly 
basis, emphasizing what signs to look 
for: students who are the first to arrive 
and the last to leave, returned mail, a 
student begging for food at lunchtime 
or having the propensity to wear the 
same clothing every day.

Thomas knows every food bank and 
charity in Plano and depends on them 
to provide the resources students and 
their families need. 

“Those are my people because they 
come to the rescue of my students and 
play a major role. Our goal is to service 
[these students] and make sure they 
have as much as they need,” Thomas 
said. “I just want to sprinkle dust on 
[these students] to make the pain go 
away. How can my students function 
well when he or she doesn’t know 
where they’re sleeping tonight or what 
he or she is eating tonight?”

 Preventing homelessness
To help Plano families transition out 
of homelessness, Plano Community 
Services Manager Shanette Brown said 
the municipality provides rent, utilities 

and mortgage assistance through its 
homelessness prevention program.

“We have a five-year consolidated 
plan that [U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development] makes 
us report on over these five years how 
many people we are going to assist. We 
have assisted 97 people in Plano … 
with shelter services and support ser-
vices (from 2010 to 2014),” Shanette 
Brown said.

Over the next five years, Shanette 
Brown said the city is expected to serve 
250 homeless people with these ser-
vices as well as an additional 200  peo-
ple in shelter services with help from 
local shelters and organizations.

Plano Deputy City Manager LaShon 
Ross also emphasized the city’s proac-
tive stance in the prevention of home-
lessness and also for addressing the 
homelessness issues that the city cur-
rently faces.

“We are not interested in waiting 
until the situation becomes chronic 
and much more difficult to manage,” 
she said.

For information about the Collin 
County Homeless Coalition and to 
view the coalition’s 2015 census, visit 
www.facebook.com/collinhomeless.
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Ages 5-10
Ages 14-17

Ages 11-13
22.3%

33%
20.5%

20.5%

HOMELESS STUDENT 
AGE BREAKDOWN

people were surveyed in 
Collin County Homeless 
Coalitions 2015 annual 

homeless census367 HOW YOU 
CAN HELP

Plano Mayor Harry LaRosiliere (right) assists Emily’s 

Place founder Mark Hagan and Plano Chamber of 

Commerce Special Events Coordinator Megan Sieling at 

a ribbon cutting ceremony for Emily’s Place on April 11. 

The ceremony marks the opening of the transformational 

housing ministry’s new administrative offices in 

downtown Plano. Like many local outreach programs that 

target homelessness, Emily’s Place promotes stability for 

victims of domestic violence. 

of homeless 

adults in Collin 

County have 

a high school 

diploma

40%
of homeless 

adults in Collin County have a bachelors degree

10%
Source: Collin County Homeless Coalition
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Jobs
Continued from | 1

Staying ahead of the curve
Career opportunities in Plano continue to grow, with jobs in the service sector and 

corporate world at the forefront. Experts anticipate that the wages  for these new jobs will 
be comparable to Plano’s average per capita income of $40,198.

New Programs
Collin College added a couple of new programs to help keep the workforce competitive. One 
is the polysomnographic technology program, or sleep studies, which is an expanding area 
of health care. In addition, the college’s Information System Cybersecurity associates of 
applied sciences degree prepares students for a career in information technology.
 
Certifications 
From technology to health care, Collin College offers numerous 
certifications as well as entry- and advanced-level continuing education 
courses. These four-year degree alternatives help train the workforce as 
the job market continues to grow.  

Full list of programs and certifications available at www.collin.edu.

degrees and certifications

Government

Professional & 
business services

Information

Trade, 
transportation & 
utilities

12%

18%

3%

20%

Education & health services

Leisure & hospitality

Financial activities

Manufacturing

Other services

Mining, logging, & 
construction

12%

10%

9%

7%

4%

5%

Plano Employment by Industry

Sources: City of Plano, Plano Economic Development Department, Collin College, Texas Workforce Commission, Sperling’s Best Places

6.6% do not have a high 
school diploma

13.3% have a high school 
diploma/general 
education diploma

19.1% have some 
college, no 
degree

6.8% associate
degree

34% bachelor’s 
degree

20.2% graduate/
professional 
degree

Median household 
Income: 

Pe
rc

en
t

13-17 18-22 23-29 30-35 36-40 41-54 55+

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0

Age

Student Age Distribution
Collin College-Fall 2014

Total enrollment
51,831

11%

51%

18%

7% 4%
7%

1%

WalletHub.com named Plano the third hardest work-
ing city in the country. Many leaders see this, as well 
as the new wave of jobs on the way, as signs of future 
successes.

“I’m going to have to extend my work days from 17 
hours to 18 hours; third place is not good enough for 
Plano,” said Plano Mayor Harry LaRosiliere jokingly. 
“So far, Plano’s low unemployment rate and net influx 
[of jobs] is [partly due] to the number of migrant peo-
ple from other states who want to come here.” 

Laying the groundwork
Many residents thought it was “insanity” when Plano 

annexed farmland along the northwestern side of the 
Dallas North Tollway in the late 1980s, said Bernard 
Weinstein, a business economist at Southern Method-
ist University’s Cox School of Business.

“It certainly turned out to be a success story,” Wein-
stein said. “Plenty of people back then were unhappy, 
not just because of the cost it would impose on the 
municipal government, but many said it would [also] 
change the character of Plano. The leaders then under-
stood that the Dallas-Fort Worth area would continue 
to grow, and in a couple of decades Plano would be 
right in the heart of everything.” 

Business follows people, a factor that contrib-
uted to Plano’s ability to thrive in later years,  
Weinstein added. Aside from flattened home prices 
and a slight increase in unemployment, Plano seemed 
to be relatively unaffected by the Great Recession  
of 2008-2010, weathering the crisis better than any 
other community in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, 
Weinstein said.

“Plano is an incredible success story. I’ve seen it 
develop for the past 40 years,” Weinstein said. “More 
people are working in Plano than actually living in 
Plano. It’s one of the largest employment centers in the 
entire Metroplex. More people will work in Plano than 
in downtown Dallas.”

“The big decision Plano made years ago was that 
it did not want to be just a bedroom community—it 
wanted to be an employment center as well,” Weinstein 
said. “It’s [now] a large community with an excellent 
public school system, which makes Plano a desirable 
place for professionals.”

Plano’s future job market
With companies like Liberty Mutual opting to 

remain tight-lipped about the type of jobs it will be 
bringing and with the city bound by nondisclosure 
agreements, it is unclear what potential employees can 
expect to see in terms of job qualifications. 

“Companies continue to exhibit [a] high demand for 
an educated workforce in areas of technology, finance, 
accounting and engineering (including software),” said 
Sally Bane, executive director of the Plano Economic 
Development Department.  

Weinstein predicted many of the new jobs coming 
to Plano will be a favorable mix of levels and salaries, 
with perhaps 10 to 15 percent for highly paid manag-
ers and professionals. Others areas could include mid-
range administrative positions with average annual 
salaries in the $50,000 range, Weinstein said. 

“We’re certainly not talking about minimum wage 
jobs,” he said. 

Employees who relocate with these companies will 
enjoy the extra money due to Plano’s low cost of living, 
compared to places like California, Weinstein added, 
a trend he expects to continue over the next decade. 

Importance of education
So how can the existing work force remain com-

petitive? According to community leaders, the key is 
education, and one example is Plano ISD’s Academy 
High School. The academy is a project-based learning 
community that fosters a professional environment, 
creativity and empowerment for students to collabo-
rate and compete in a rapidly changing world. 

“It creates a dual path for some young folks who are 
not necessarily destined to go to college,” Plano Mayor 
Harry LaRosiliere said. “Collin College has [also] 
proven to be an extremely flexible and innovative edu-
cational partner to help us meet the demands of the 
workforce.” 

Collin College also offers university options with 
many different programs and transfer options, said 
Lisa Vasquez, vice president of public relations and 
college development.

“Every two years, we do a community survey and 
ask some very general questions about the college. The 
request is consistently, ‘When are you going to offer 
a bachelor’s degree?’” said Vasquez. “It’s probably 
a reflection of who lives here in Collin County, 
which has a very high educational attainment rate.”

As time goes on, Collin College President Neil 
Matkin said the college would be focusing on mak-
ing stronger connections with local industries. 
The college has already worked with Texas Instru-
ments on programs to support the workforce. 

“As we get the strategic planning process under-
way and update our demographic data, you can 
expect to see … other programs coming down the 
pike,” Matkin said. 

Community connected
As the city’s job market expands and evolves, the 

Plano Chamber of Commerce has also experienced 
growth. In addition to chamber membership, chari-
table outreach and leadership programs are other ways 
employers can differentiate themselves to current and 
prospective employees, said Jamee Jolly, Plano Cham-
ber of Commerce president and CEO. Time spent vol-
unteering for local causes have become just as impor-
tant as short-term disability or dental plans in today’s 
job market, she said.

“With increased employment opportunities, there 
will be more competition for the best and brightest, 
but the talented workforce in our area is strong enough 
to support the influx,” Jolly said. “Students graduating 
out of local schools and going off to college now have 
the opportunity to return to North Texas to a robust 
employment center with endless opportunities, no 
matter what the industry or specialty.”

Plano: $81,339
United States: $54,510

$0-$49,999

$50,000-$99,999

$100,000 or more

Plano resident education
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Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact property management for the most current information.

REAL ESTATE

This month’s real estate update features 
Normandy Estates, a new home development 
nestled on 75 acres west of the Dallas North 
Tollway. The property features villa-style 
homes, perfect for the empty nester, and 
estate homes suited for growing families. 

In addition, Elan Plano apartments are located 
on Coit Road, just north of the President 
George Bush Turnpike. Apartment units are 
now available that feature a host of amenities 
such as on-site storage facilities and a 24-hour 
fitness center.

Normandy Estates 
Villa Homes Estate Homes

Elan Plano

NEW CONSTRUCTION FEATURED APARTMENT

Estate home

Address: 6800 Labelle Ct. (model home location)

Groundbreaking date: July 2014

Lot size: 1/3 to 2/3 of an acre

Square footage: 3,500 sq. ft.-4,000 sq. ft.

Pricing: Prices for estate homes start at  
$1.3 million 

Amenities: Normandy Estates is a premier gated 
custom home community. The neighborhood 
is conveniently located near top businesses, 
with easy access to major highways, airports 
and rapid transit. This upscale residential 
neighborhood is also situated within close 
proximity to high-end shopping, retail 
destinations and recreational activities.

Schools: Barksdale Elementary School, Renner 
Middle School, Shepton High School, Plano West 
Sr. High School

Address: 440 Coit Road 

Opening date: First building opened for  
move-ins April 10

Square footage: 501 sq. ft.-2,174 sq. ft.

Pricing: $900-$2,505 monthly rent

Amenities: Controlled access, saltwater 
swimming pool and saltwater chill pool, outdoor 
loggia, coffee bar, AquaMassage, full-size 
washers and dryers in every apartment home, 
stainless steel appliances, on-site storage 
available, 24-hour athletic club equipped with 
Well Beats virtual fitness, business center

Schools: Jackson Elementary School, Wilson 
Middle School, Vines High School, Plano Senior 
High School
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Source: Property information courtesy of Normandy Estates and 
Elan Plano.

Villa home

Address: 6800 Labelle Ct. (model home location)

Groundbreaking date: July 2014

Lot size: 6,000 sq. ft.-10,000 sq. ft.

Square footage: 3,500 sq. ft.-4,000 sq. ft.

Pricing: Prices for villa homes start at $800,000

Amenities: Normandy Estates is a premier gated 
custom home community. The neighborhood 
is conveniently located near top businesses, 
with easy access to major highways, airports 
and rapid transit. This upscale residential 
neighborhood is also situated within close 
proximity to high-end shopping, retail 
destinations and recreational activities.

Schools: Hicks Elementary School, Arbor Creek 
Middle School, Hebron Ninth Grade Center, 
Hebron High School
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REAL ESTATE

BUYERS

SELLERS

RENTERS

Price 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023

$550,000 +
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–

Median price of homes sold by ZIP code  March 2014 vs.  March 2015

+19% +17%

+12%

+27%

+15%
+15%

FROM THE PROS

Lisa Ringel, agent for Keller Williams Realty

“Be ninja ready. Start with working through what you can 
afford by starting with a trusted lender to get prequalified. 
First time out, make it a research trip, not a buying trip. This 
is a big investment, so do the research!”

Matthew Fraser, Fraser Realty Group

“This hot sellers market is only getting hotter with the 
school year nearing its end. The inventory is so low that 
just about every clean and well-priced home is generating 
multiple offers when they first hit the market. Be sure to hire 
a Realtor who can help you navigate this market and really 
understands appraisals. No two offers are the same.” 

David Long, agent for Ebby Halliday Realtors

“Rental rates are up across the board in Plano, [due in part 
to] so many new jobs bringing families in. If you are looking 
to rent a single-family home in Plano, make sure you are 
prepared to offer multiple months of rent prepaid in advance 
to win out against the competition.”

Market Pulse – April 2015

Change in median sales price from prior year (6-month average)

+20%
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+5%
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With its latest building in west Plano substantially leased, Granite Properties has 
broken ground on the next phase of its Granite Park development on the Dallas 
North Tollway. The 12-story, 306,000-square-foot Granite Park Five will be finished 
late next year. The building will be just east of where Toyota Motor North America 
Inc. plans to build its new headquarters.

97.4% 100.3%

$259,000 $310,000

324 338

39 50

Homes on the market

Median sale price

Average days on the market

Homes under contract

Percent of original price received

March 2015March 2014

455 329

Market Data comparison March new listings
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Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, 
courtesy of North Texas Real Estate Information System (NTREIS).
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