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Planning Department utilizing 
infill development strategies

Commercial plots open up for residential development

Plano buyers competing amid rising prices
Homes sell at brisk pace

Moving forward, making room for Plano’s future

By Lindsey Juarez
Since 2012, the housing mar-

ket in Plano has been booming, 
and local real estate agents say it 
shows no signs of slowing down.

Currently, the North Texas 
area is in a seller’s market, mean-
ing the supply of houses is lower 
than the demand and houses are 
staying on the market for less 

than six months. This has led to 
increasing home prices.

In the last quarter of 2014, 
North Texas homes sold for a 
median sales price of $194,000, 
up 10.9 percent from 2013, and 
stayed on the market an average 
of 66 days, according to North 
Texas Real Estate Information 
Systems Inc. 

By Kelley Chambers
With pressure from developers mounting 

as the demand for housing increases, Plano is 
turning its attention to smaller plots of com-
mercially-zoned land to provide additional 
housing.

A housing study conducted by the city’s 
Planning Department last year found that 
less than 1 percent of undeveloped land in 
Plano is zoned residential, leading to the 
amendment of unused commercial land zon-
ing allowing for apartments and townhomes. 

“We [changed] the zoning ordinance to 
allow for certain residential types [such as] 
patio apartments and single-family attached 
homes, which provide us with a denser 
type of single residential [housing],” Plano 

But Plano’s housing trends 
have shown higher prices and 
fewer days on the market than 
the average for the North Texas 
area. Last year, Plano houses sold 
for a median price of $265,000, 
up 5.4 percent from 2013, and 
stayed on the market for an aver-
age of 35 days, according to the 
Collin County Association 
of Realtors. As long 
as inventory 

See Commercial | 20

By Kelley Chambers
Plano has been anticipating 

the need for additional hous-
ing for some time. For decades, 
leaders have envisioned Plano 
as a major employment hub and 
national economic competitor. 

Now, with a host of national 

corporations setting their sights 
on Collin County, existing homes 
are being placed on the market 
and sold in record time. 

As long as inventory remains 
low and demand stays high, sell-
ing prices are expected to con-
tinue rising, experts say. Plano’s 

low crime rates and high-rated 
school district are also attracting 
buyers to the area. 

To remedy the home short-
age, officials are looking to 
the rezoning of historically  
commercial land, a concept 
called infill development. 

The result is a balancing act 
between readying existing homes 
for top bidders and accommodat-
ing for job growth while preserv-
ing the current “suburbanesque” 
quality of life that many current 
residents expect and have come 
to love.
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HOME PRICES RISE
The median sales price of a home  
in Plano has been steadily 
 increasing since 2012, 
when the country began 
recovering from a 
recession.

BROADSTONE PARK PLACE

COUPONS
LISTED ON PAGE 23

In early February the Plano City Council approved a rezoning request paving the way for this apartment 
community at Preston Road and Plano Parkway. The 6.3-acre commercial site was formerly a car dealership. 

See Market | 21
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FROM THE  GENERAL MANAGER

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

How do you think city officials should 
address the demand for more housing 
in Plano?

  Bring more multifamily housing to the area quickly

  Be more choosy when zoning and developing 

 Focus more on improving existing housing

  I am not concerned with housing issues in Plano 

 
  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/pln-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

With thousands of jobs coming to Plano, buildable 
residential land is scarce and the price for existing homes 
is on the rise. City leaders are being faced with a challenge 
to prepare Plano for unprecedented growth.

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What do you think makes Plano a city 
of excellence?

Business Culture

  34.38% 

City leadership

  21.88% 

Safety measures

  18.75% 

Recreation opportunities 

  18.75%

Health care

  6.24%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 1/29/15–2/17/15

Leanne Libby
GENERAL MANAGER

llibby@communityimpact.com

When Post Legacy 
apartments opened in 
2001, my husband and 
I were newlyweds. We 
excitedly signed a lease 
on a small two-bedroom 
apartment. A few years 
later, we purchased our 
first home in central 
Plano and lived there 
comfortably for more 
than 10 years. 

But two dogs and a 
daughter later, we simply needed more space. 

As luck would have it, we chose to upsize just as the 
real estate market in Plano started heating up. 

As a result, we sold our home quickly, lost out to com-
petition on eight other homes, and moved twice before 
settling into our current home in November.  
    Trying to live and work in Plano was an intense  
process for us and is a situation I know a lot of people 
are going through right now. Fourteen years ago, I never 
imagined I would ever be fighting the housing market 
to stay in this city as our family grew. 

The same stress exists for new and longtime residents 
of Plano as they look for the right home, whether it is an 
apartment, a townhome or a single-family home. Plano 
has it all, and will continue to stretch to try and answer 
the housing demands brought on by corporate reloca-
tions and the economy. 

In this issue, we explain the current process for buy-
ers and sellers as this trend continues. An informative 
story by our editor, Kelley Chambers, will also explain 
the city’s plans to accommodate continued growth 
through rezoning to provide opportunities for denser 
multifamily developments on the limited tracts of land 
that are still available. 

We will continue to cover the real estate market in 
Plano as well as other important issues that affect our 
growing population. Remember to check out our web-
site, and follow us on Twitter for regular updates and 
useful local news.

LOCATED IN THE HEART 
OF FRISCO, TX

WEDDINGS • CORPORATE • SPECIAL EVENTSWEDDINGS • CORPORATE • SPECIAL EVENTS
VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR!

NORTHWEST CORNER OF STONEBROOK PKWY AND DNT •  FRISCO, TEXAS 75034  •  (972) 837-8034  •  WWW.VERONAVILLA.COM

 NOW BOOKING! FOLLOW US ON        
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2  Dubs Tea and Water celebrated its 
grand opening Nov. 9 at 3100 Independence 
Parkway, Ste. 100. The shop offers a variety 
of tea, coffee, flavored water and stuffed 
pretzels. 972-985-2700. www.dubstea.com.

3  20/20 Express by Key Whitman in the 
Cambridge Square shopping center at 
280 W. Parker Road, Ste. 210, opened  
Dec. 22. Express exams and prescriptions for 
frames, glasses and contacts are available. 
469-808-1825. www.keywhitman.com

Now Open

1  Tax Facts, a division of R.R. Financial 
Consulting, opened in January at 
5164 Village Creek Drive, Ste. 300. 
Accountant Regina Resch-Schneidewent 
offers assistance on corporate and individual 
taxes, IRS representation and financial 
management, among other services.  
972-596-1296. www.taxfacts.co 

4  Lily’s Café opened in late January at 
3100 Independence Parkway, Ste. 299. The 
café is available for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. 972-312-9732.  
www.facebook.com/planoslilyscafe

5  Junction 15 Apartments celebrated 
its grand opening Jan. 27 at 930 E. 15th St. 
The mixed-use luxury apartment complex 
also features several businesses, including 
Paws Dog Barkery, which opened in late 
2014, The Day Spa and Sweet as Sugar 

Children’s Boutique, which signed on to the 
development Jan. 26. 844-241-0390.  
www.junction15apartments.com 

6  PinStack Bowl, a new 50,000-square-
foot bowling and entertainment venue at 
6205 Dallas Parkway, opened Jan. 30. The 
center has 28 bowling lanes, a rope course, 
laser tag, bumper cars, a rock climbing 
wall and an arcade. It also has a full-service 
restaurant. 972-781-2695.  
www.pinstackbowl.com

7  Bottle & Bottega Plano opened at 
1900 Preston Road, Ste. 367, in the Preston 
Park Village Plaza on Feb. 4. The art studio 
offers public, private and corporate party 
deals as well as a chance for individuals to 
come in and learn how to paint.  
972-591-0548.  
www.bottleandbottega.com/plano

8  Bahama Buck’s served its first customers 
Feb. 10 at 8700 Preston Road, Ste. 127. The 
company specializes in shaved ice and also 
offers smoothies, fresh fruit and coffee.  
www.bahamabucks.com 

9  Minyard Sun Fresh Market opened in 
the Tom Thumb location at 4836 W. Park 
Blvd. on Feb. 21. Based in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, the Minyard Food Store chain 
offers a variety of fresh food options supplied 
by Associated Wholesale Grocers Inc.  
972-241-2184. www.minyards.com 

10  Coram Deo Academy opened at its new 
location at 9645 Independence Parkway on 
Jan. 7.  The private Christian school features 
classes for pre-k to grade 12 and is one of 
three campuses serving the  
Dallas-Fort Worth area. 972-268-9517.  
www.coramdeoacademy.org

11   Chitos Mexican Restaurant opened 
at 3937 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 100 in 
January. The restaurant is open for lunch 
and dinner and replaces the Copper Cup 
restaurant and bar. 972-527-2704.  
www.chitosmexicanrestaurant.com
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Compiled by Abigail Allen

Coming Soon

12  Cedars Mediterranean Mezza & Grill is 
expected to open in March at  
4940 SH 121. The restaurant offers dishes 
from the Mediterranean countries of Spain, 
Lebanon and Morocco to name a few.  
214-373-8141 (Dallas location). 
www.cedarsmezza.com 

13  Amazeballz, a cake ball bakery, is 
expected to open in March at 930 E. 15th St. 
as part of the Junction 15 community. The 
bakery will offer a variety of cake ball flavors 
along with products from local artisans. 
214-223-8044. www.getamazeballz.com 

14  Juicer Heroes is set to open its second 
Greater Dallas location at the Polo Towne 
Crossing, Park Boulevard and the Dallas 
North Tollway mid-March. The store will 
offer fresh fruit juice options. 469-803-5919 
www.juicerheroes.com

15  Elan Plano is preleasing units with  
April 10 projected as the opening date for 
the complex’s first building at 440 Coit Road. 
The new luxury apartment center will  be 
within walking distance to Central Market 
and provides easy access to transportation 
options. 972-964-0440. www.elanplano.com 

16  Hickory is scheduled to open by the end 
of April at 8100 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 115. The 
new Kent Rathbun Concepts restaurant will 
feature burgers and barbecue served in a 
casual but hip atmosphere, complete with a 
bar and patio. www.kentrathbun.com 

17  Sweet as Sugar Children’s Boutique  
will open at 930 E. 15th St., Ste. 300, on 
March 7. The shop will specialize in 
children’s boutique apparel, toys, books, 
baby items and other accessories. A grand 
opening “Eggstravaganza” that day will 
feature egg drawings for prizes, discounts, 
free items, an iPad mini giveaway and more. 
469-200-4602.  

18  Texas Family Fitness plans to open at 
910 W. Parker Road, on March 1. The fitness 
center has been preselling memberships 
from a suite next to it since December. The 
center offers a place geared to families to 
come and work out and features amenities, 
such as a cardio theater, an indoor track and 
a children’s cinema area. 972-424-8790. 
www.texasfamilyfitness.com 

19  Coconut’s Fish Cafe is scheduled to 
open in mid-March at 1900 Preston Road, 
Ste. 329. The restaurant is famous in Hawaii 
and will be the fourth location in the United 
States and is part of a 24-month plan to open 
more locations throughout Dallas. 
 www.coconutsfishcafe.com

Relocation

20  Matrix Rehabilitation moved to 
4701 W. Parker Road, Ste. 625, from 2300 
Coit Road, Ste. 300. The center offers basic 

Amazeballz offers a variety of cake balls and other 
products made by local artisans.

13

Coram Deo Academy combined into one 
campus off Independence Parkway in January.

10

physical therapy for all areas of the body, 
including the neck, shoulders, hands, back, 
knees and ankles. 972-398-2555. 
 www.physiocorp.com/facility/35245 

Anniversaries

21  Lockhart Smoke House celebrated its 
one-year anniversary at 1026 E. 15th St. on 
Feb. 11. The restaurant serves ribs, brisket, 
sausage and other barbecue staples as well as 
many common side items. 
972-516-8900.
www.lockhartsmokehouse.com 

Renovation

22  Goodfellas at 8240 Preston Road,  
Ste. 155, is currently closed for remodeling 
and is expected to reopen this spring. The 
other location at 2208 N. Dallas Parkway is 
open. 972-473-7222.  
www.santinosgoodfellas.com

 

News or questions about Plano? 
Email plnnews@impactnews.com.
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Cedars Mediterranean Mezza & Grill serves 
dishes from Spain, Turkey, Morocco and Greece.
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Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

2011 
Small Business 
of the Year

2011
Emerging
Business

Not valid with any other offers or prior service
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E. Plano Pkwy.

SAVE
THE DATE

For more details, visit: www.friscofamilyservices.org/gala
Frisco Family Services helps members of our communities who are facing hunger, homelessness 

and other urgent needs improve their quality of life and achieve self-su�  ciency.

Saturday, May 16, 2015 - 6:30 p.m.
Dr Pepper Arena, Frisco

Jack & Carol Wilson

Mike & Cyndi Mullen

featuring

Live and Silent Auctions
Luxury Ra�  e Prizes

Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital Plano is proud to 

announce that we have been awarded “Best Place to 

Have a Baby” in Collin County for the fourth year in a row 

by DallasChild magazine readers. Our exceptional care for 

typical and high-risk pregnancies, renovated rooms and 

Level III NICU haven’t gone unnoticed, and we couldn’t 

be more grateful. We are dedicated to continually raising 

the bar in how we care for our maternity patients. So for 

all of your baby needs in the future, remember to look no 

further than Texas Health Plano. 

1-877-THR-WELL

TexasHealth.org/Plano-Women

Voted “Best Place 

to Have a Baby” 

in Collin County 

four years in a row.

Doctors on the medical staff practice independently and are not employees or agents of the hospital. © 2015

15-PHP-0244_BstBby4yrs_CmtyImpct_10x6-04.indd   1 2/11/15   3:41 PM
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E. Plano Pkwy.

Timeline:  Construction at 15th Street 
began in October 2014. The entire project is 
expected to be completed by June 2015. 
Cost: $1.9 million 
Funding sources: City of Plano, Collin 
County 

3   15th Street construction
While 15th Street from US 75 to  
G Avenue looks like a road project on the 
surface, the project is actually focused 
on infrastructure replacement and 
relocation. A contractor is working to 
put in new water and sewer lines, and 
underground pipes for utility conduits 
are also being installed. Oncor Electric 
Delivery Company is relocating its power 
lines to the rear lot lines, and other 
utilities using those poles are being run 
underground. Upon completion, the 
15th Street right of way will look similar 
to 15th Street east of G Avenue, with 
planted trees and decorative street 
lights. Also included in the project is 
the installation of a 10-foot-wide brick 
sidewalk on the north side of G Avenue, 
which runs under US 75 to the trailhead 
at Spring Creek.  
 
Timeline: Paving is projected to begin 
between mid-March and mid-April. 
Cost: $4 million 
Funding sources: City of Plano, North 
Central Texas Council of Governments 

4  Headquarters Drive
As of Feb. 17, Headquarters Drive between 
the Dallas North Tollway and Leadership 
Drive is closed to through traffic because of 
Toyota’s development construction. 
Timeline: The road is expected to be 
reopened this fall.

1   Preston Road intersection 
construction improvements
The project to improve five intersections 
along Preston Road through Plano is in 
the works. When construction is finished, 
the intersections at Headquarters Drive, 
Hedgcoxe Road, Tennyson Parkway, 
Spring Creek Parkway and Parker Road 
will have dedicated right- and left-hand 
turn lanes. The Parker Road project 
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has been delayed while a new traffic 
pole is installed. Utility relocations have 
been made at Spring Creek Parkway. 
A drainage project on Preston Road is 
currently underway and will be quickly 
followed by the widening portion.

Timeline: Construction is expected to 
be completed May 1. 
Cost: $4.4 million  
Funding sources: Regional toll 
revenue, Collin County, city of Plano

2  Independence Parkway  
The project to improve two intersections 
along Independence Parkway through 
Plano is in the works. When construction is 
complete, the intersections at 15th Street 
and Park Boulevard will have dedicated 
right- and left-hand turn lanes, as well as 
new sidewalks and stormwater drainage 
outlets. Both projects are waiting on utility 
relocations to be completed. Paving is 
expected to begin by the end of February.  

5  Spring Creek and Independence 
parkways construction
Reconstruction work is nearing 
completion on the intersection at Spring 
Creek and Independence parkways.
When finished, the intersection will have 
double left-turn lanes and a right-turn 
lane in all four traffic directions. The 
original plan for the intersection was to 
add an overpass on West Spring Creek 
Parkway. The Plano City Council decided 
not to build that overpass, and the area 
is now being constructed as a normal 
intersection. 

Timeline: The project is expected to be 
complete by April 1.
Cost: $5.2 million
Funding source: City of Plano, 
NCTCOG

6  US 75 widening
Preparation work is being done to widen a 
6.5-mile stretch of US 75 from six lanes to 
eight lanes from Spring Creek Parkway to 
SH 121. Texas Department of Public Safety 
spokeswoman Michelle Releford said they 
are still in the beginning stages of the project, 
which began in April 2014. Work is currently 
being done on the retaining wall and to 
prepare the right of way for construction. The 
northbound entrance ramp south of Legacy 
Drive is closed permanently. Drivers can take 
the frontage road under the Legacy Drive 
overpass and use the ramp north of Legacy 
Drive to enter US 75.

Timeline: Construction is expected to be 
completed by January 2017. 
Cost: $50 million  
Funding sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plnnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Krista Wadsworth
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Plano’s family owned Chevrolet Dealer
SINCE 1924SINCE 1924

972-395-5095 | 1001 Coit Rd • Plano | www.huffineschevyplano.com
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Lease a 2015 New Chevrolet Equinox for $269 mo*. 
Efficiency. Space. Style. Versatility. It’s all right here in the 2015 Equinox SUV

The Ultimate Small SUV for navigating the city streets and beyond!
We invite you to test drive one today!

We will make every attempt to provide a loan/courtesy 
vehicle for each of our service guests when scheduling 
an appointment that cannot be performed in 2 hours 
or less. 

FREE SERVICE LOANERS

*MSRP: $25,380 39 month lease, 12K miles per year. First payment due at delivery, plus tax, title & 
documentary fee, with approved credit. $595 disposition fee at lease end.
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NEW STATE LAW

State to begin ‘Two Steps, One Sticker’ 
vehicle registration, inspection program
By Krista Wadsworth 

Drivers in Texas will soon 
only be required to have 
one sticker on their vehicle’s 
windshield instead of two. 

As a result of a law passed 
in the 83rd legislative session, 
the state will stop issuing 
inspection stickers March 1 
and move to a program that 
combines the registration and 
inspection and places them 
on a single sticker.

As of March 1, vehicles will 
not be issued an inspection 
sticker. Instead the registra-
tion sticker will serve as 
combined proof of registra-
tion and inspection, accord-
ing to the Texas Department 
of Public Safety.

Drivers may renew their 
registration if their vehicle 
has a current inspection. If 
inspection and registration 
stickers both expire in the 
same month the vehicle will 
need to pass inspection before 
registration renewal.

From March 1, 2015, to 
Feb. 29, 2016, some vehicle 
owners will go beyond their 
12-month inspection cycle to 
align the expiration dates for 
inspection and registration. 

For example, if a registra-
tion sticker expires in March 
2015 but the inspection 
sticker does not expire until 
September 2015,  the owner 
will be able to renew regis-
tration in March 2015 and 

not have to get the vehicle 
inspected again until the car 
is due to be registered in  
2016. 

Beginning March 1, 2016, 
drivers will have a 90-day 
window to complete both 
inspection and registration. 

Drivers will still have the 
option of renewing their  
registration online, in 
person or by mail as long as 
they have a current passing 
inspection.

Most vehicle registrations 
are $39.75. A commercial 
inspection is $62. A trailer 
or motorcycle inspection is 
$14.50. Visit www.twostep-
sonesticker.com for more 
information.

 Why ‘Two Steps, One Sticker?’ 
• Registration stickers and inspection stickers will be combined to have only 

one expiration date.
• One sticker will create less windshield clutter.
• The program will result in safer streets and cleaner air because passing 

inspection will be a requirement before renewing registration.
• One sticker will help eliminate inspection sticker fraud and theft.

 Who regulates inspections and registration?
• The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles administers the state’s vehicle 

registration program.
• The Texas Department of Public Safety administers the state’s vehicle 

inspection program.
• The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality administers the state’s 

vehicle emissions testing program.

ONE STICKER
BEGINNING 
MARCH 1

Source: Texas Department of Motor Vehicles

If a driver has a current passing inspection in the database, he can 
complete the online renewal and the new registration sticker will be 
mailed to him. If a driver does not have a current passing inspection 
in the database, the driver will need to obtain a passing vehicle 
inspection or visit the county tax assessor’s office and present the 
current vehicle inspection report to complete the renewal process.

If a driver has a current passing inspection in the database, his 
county tax assessor’s office will process his renewal and the 
new registration sticker will be mailed. If a driver does not have 
a current passing inspection, the renewal will not be processed 
and the county will request that the driver provide verification of 
inspection.

In-person  
If a driver has a current passing inspection in the data-
base, the county tax assessor’s office will renew registra-
tion after verifying the inspection.

Online By mailTHREE WAYS TO REGISTER

Complete Installation Available  
Free In-Home Estimate

Why Choose PEEK’S?
• Huge Inventory
• Lifetime Carpet Labor Warranty
• Consumers’ Choice Award 2006-2014 

Since 1969

1-800-NEW-FLOOR

Free In-Home Estimate

CARPET • WOOD
TILE • STONE

2006-2014

www.PeeksCarpet.com

Ask about our New 
SmartStrand “Forever Clean” 
Carpet Sale from Mohawk.

HARDWOOD SALE!!!

Beautiful Plush
Textured Plush
Karastan Plush Carpet
Masland 100% Wool

$2.19 sq ft installed
$1.69 sq ft installed
$2.99 sq ft installed
$4.99 sq ft installed

12” Ceramic Tile

Hand Scraped Hickory    $5.99-$7.99

¾” Solid Red Oak
2¼ strip

IN STOCK

INSTALLED

INSTALLED

sq ft installed

sq ft installed
$9.99

$4.49
sq ft installed

Open Sundays! 10,000 sq ft
of Beautiful Choices
2595 Preston Rd Ste. 200
Frisco, TX 75034
972.712.2341

Look for our Grand Opening 
in Flower Mound!
5701 Long Prairie Road
Flower Mound, TX 75028
Next to Old Navy
972.353.5667

2014
2012, 2013
Previous Awards:

WARRANTYWARRANTY

3
YEAR
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WATER

Officials seek to boost water quality 
by increasing monitoring efforts
Added measures could help save money, reduce restrictions
By Sherelle Black

Plano’s Public Works Department is 
working to reduce issues pertaining to 
water quality in the city’s water system  
by increasing the amount of testing that 
is completed.

Plano Public Works Director Gerry 
Cosgrove said last summer high tem-
peratures mixed with water restrictions 
caused chlorine levels in the city’s water 
lines to drop, making the water unsafe. 
To fix the problem the city used millions 
of gallons of water to flush the contami-
nated water through its hydrants.

Although high temperatures mixed 
with stagnant water can cause bacteria, 
Cosgrove said there are other factors 
involved with contamination.

“It has to do with the quality of water 
received from our wholesale provider, 
and it also has to do with how much 
water we have stored,” he said. “The older 
the water is or the longer it sits there—
especially with higher temperatures in 
the summer—the faster it will become 
contaminated. We are going to reduce the 
amount we store in our underground and 
elevated systems.”

According to city officials, the quickest 
and most efficient way of removing the 
unsafe water is to flush it.

Cosgrove added that flushing is a 
normal part of the city’s water process 
and that even if the city could identify 
problematic areas, the department would 

still have to flush the system.
“Our goal is to find out when the 

water is going bad and to fix the prob-
lem before it gets really bad,” he said. 
“Even with the monitoring that we 
are doing now in the winter, we have 
seen some problems and we have 
already reported it.”

“By the time we had found the prob-
lem, it was very difficult to fix,” he said. 
“In August, September and October of 
last year, the city flushed over 316 million 
gallons of water. That is very abnormal. 
Outside of those months, we only flushed 
29 million gallons for the year.”

According to city officials, the city of 
Plano spent about $379,000 flushing the 
water system, which included paying 
overtime for employees to fix issues and 
for dechlorination tablets to resolve the 
water quality issues the department had 
last year.

Last year the city instituted a “water 
holiday” for residents to use the remain-
ing water in the lines on their lawns. Cos-
grove said his department does not plan 
on having another one this year as the 
holiday was not as effective as planned.

To help avoid some of last year’s issues, 
Cosgrove said water officials will be look-
ing at whether or not the city has enough 
water to change water restrictions. The 
department is also looking into increas-
ing its disinfection efforts, hiring addi-
tional personnel and expanding testing.

“We are starting a design where we 
can do our own disinfection at our own 
pump stations, and that will make the 
water that we send to our customers bet-
ter quality,” Cosgrove said. “It will reduce 
the amount of free ammonia in the 
system, which is food for the bacteria that 
may be out there. But that won’t be online 
for at least another year.” 

At the Plano City Council meeting 
on Feb. 23, the council was set to review 
Cosgrove’s proposal to hire two addi-
tional water-quality technicians and a 
water-quality supervisor, which would 
cost the city about $275,000 annually. 

The new personnel would help with the 
increase in the number of water-quality 
tests throughout the city, which the Pub-
lic Works Department plans to expand to 
60,000 compared to the more than 28,000 
tests that were completed last year.

DOWN THE DRAIN

Approximately  
28,000 to 29,000 tests 
were completed last year

North Texas Municipal Water District 
(NTMWD) is proposing to keep water 

restrictions to every other week.

Last year 17.2 billion gallons 
of water were pumped to residents

345 million 
gallons  

were used to flush 
last year

NTMWD In January, Plano residents 
averaged 34.5 million 
gallons of water use 
on non-watering days, 

37.7 million gallons on 
watering day

In August of last year Plano 
residents averaged 96 million 

gallons of water use on watering 
day, 53 million gallons on non-

watering day

Source: Plano Public Works Department

The average household 
uses 21,479 gallons 

a month.

$29.95 OIL $29.95 OIL $29.95 OIL 
CHANGE AND TIRE CHANGE AND TIRE CHANGE AND TIRE 

ROTATION.ROTATION.ROTATION.
INCLUDES DEXOS OIL. MUST PRESENT INCLUDES DEXOS OIL. MUST PRESENT INCLUDES DEXOS OIL. MUST PRESENT 

COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE UP.COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE UP.COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE UP.

Expires March. 31, 2015Expires March. 31, 2015Expires March. 31, 2015

 25% OFF MSRP on 
All 2014 Buick lacrosse

In stock only, expires 3/2/15.

20% Off all other 2014’s In 
stock (Buick and GMC)

Must � nance with GMAC, GM Financial or Wells Fargo. Includes all 

Applicable Rebates. Exp 3/2/15. In Stock Only.

Visit www.ewingbuickgmc.com
for more details

W. Plano Pkwy.
15th St.

Plano Pkwy.

Pr
es

to
n 

Rd
. EWING BUICK GMC

469.331.9529
4464 West Plano Parkway, Plano, TX 75093

ewingbuickgmc.com 
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Kelley Chambers 
Local arts groups had their say before 

the Plano City Council at a Feb. 9 regular 
meeting, resulting in a 7-1 vote against 
staff recommendations to give a Rich-
ardson theater troupe top billing at the 
Courtyard Theater.

Representatives spoke out against the 
proposal that night, arguing that the  
Tier 1 status should only be given to a 
Plano-based group.

Located in downtown Plano, the 
Courtyard Theater is owned and operated 
by Plano Stages, an extension of the city’s 
Parks and Recreation Department. 

As the city’s largest public performing 
arts center, the 321-seat venue underwent 
a $6.1 million renovation in 2002. Three 
years later its resident company, the Plano 
Repertory Theatre, was dissolved. 

Today the theater operates as a third-
party rental space and is still without a 
full-time resident theater group, some-
thing Plano Stages sought to remedy in a 
call for artists last fall.

“I think there’s a gap we’re currently 
experiencing in programming. It’s one 
that we haven’t been able to replace since 
the Plano Repertory Theater left,” said 
Amy Fortenberry, Parks and Recreation 
Department director. 

The Courtyard Theater is home to 
several clients that fill at least 120 hours 
or 20 shows per year to meet the theater’s 
residency requirement. This makes them 
eligible for grant funding through the 
city’s hotel occupancy tax. 

Plano’s Theatre Britain, the Repertory 
Company Theatre in Richardson and 
the Plano Children’s Theatre submitted 
proposals for Tier 1 status, which would 
grant booking priority and city funding. 

A committee of city staff and fine arts 
teachers from the Plano ISD interviewed 
the candidates, scoring on strengths, 

programming, publicity and track record.
After review, the committee unani-

mously chose the Repertory Company 
Theatre to be the Tier 1 resident company. 
Its proposal included a soft launch start-
ing with “Little Shop of Horrors” this 
fall, “White Christmas” in December and 
“Chicago” in spring 2016. The 2016-17 
season would have consisted of nine main 
stage shows.

“The grant funding from the hotel 
tax [that these groups receive] is gener-
ated by people who stay in Plano hotels,” 
Fortenberry said. “The law requires that 
these arts-related expenditures directly 
promote tourism. Children’s shows that 
originated from Plano kids with Plano 
parents probably are not generating truly 
what the law requires of that hotel tax 
funding.”

The RCT performs at the Promenade 
Theatre in Richardson. The company 
would have relocated to Plano under a 
five-year agreement.

“We’ve performed in the Courtyard 
Theater a lot. We like that space, it’s 
great,”  said Debra Carter, executive artis-
tic director for the Repertory Company 
Theatre. “This is entirely up to the city of 
Plano. We’re one of the fastest-growing 
theaters in North Dallas. We think we fit 
a niche, and I think that may have been 
one of the things the city saw in [us].”

For now, local groups will continue 
to use the theater as they have for years 
until city staff decides to revisit the issue. 
PCT board president Darrell Rodenbaugh 
said the concept will work if more venues 
become available in Plano. 

“What it told us was that … we need to 
do a better job of satisfying some of the 
local community’s entertainment needs,” 
Rodenbaugh said.  “We are going to work 
aggressively to do that and to enhance 
our programing.” 

Plano arts community rallies to retain 
stake in Courtyard Theater calendar
City Council opposes Richardson troupe as its resident company

The Plano Children’s Theatre performs “Peter Pan” (top) and “Shrek the Musical” (lower left) at the Court-

yard Theater. The city-funded venue is home to many local arts and civic groups. In February, city staff 

nominated Richardson’s Repertory Company Theatre (lower right ) to be the theater’s resident company.

2013–14  Courtyard Theater Revenue

Churches

Nonprofit

Resident 
arts groups

Commercial 

 
In 2005, the 

Courtyard Theater’s resident company, the 
Plano Repertory Theatre, was dissolved. 

The venue, which is funded by Plano’s 
hotel occupancy tax, is now shared by 

resident art groups and 
civic organizations. 
One such group is 

Plano ISD, which 
does not generate 

revenue through 
its events.

10.94%

24.01%

31.52%

$133,281.25
Total

33.53%

Source: City of Plano
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www.explore-horizons.com

Math, Reading & Writing for children in Pre-K through 8th grade

Schedule your 
free trial session 
today to find out how 

Explore Horizons 
can benefit your child.

Enrichment & Tutoring Centers

Academic Progress
Confidence
Enthusiasm 6921 Independence Prkwy, 

Plano, Texas 75023

Plano
(972) 739 - 7025

Designed to meet the individual needs of your child

STAAR prep included for all 

members! 

$50 Off Custom Framing
on orders of $125 or more, with this ad.

Not valid with any other offers - Expires 3/31/15

Berkeley Square 
4701 W. Park Blvd., Suite 102 

(972) 867-9438
Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6, Saturday 10-5
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Plano and Collin County Compiled by Kelley Chambers, Lindsey Juarez, Leanne Libby and Krista Wadsworth

Collin College names 
presidential finalists

Plano ISD continues 
search to fill 
superintendent role

Fire team conducts 
controlled burns in 
Arbor Hills Preserve

COLLIN COUNTY  The Collin College 
board of trustees named two finalists on 
Feb. 9 for president of the community 
college district.

Neil Matkin, Louisiana Community 
and Technical College System execu-
tive vice president, and Richard Shrubb, 
former Minnesota West Community 
and Technical College president, are the 
presidential finalists. 

“The finalists were the top candidates 
that met all of our criteria from experi-
ence to background checks and refer-
ences,” board chairman Mac Hendricks 
said in a statement. “They stood out 
above the rest.”

Matkin received his doctorate of 

education in 2000 from Texas A&M Uni-
versity. Shrubb received his doctorate of 
educational leadership in 1992 from the 
University of Southern Mississippi.

The finalists visited the college’s three 
main campuses Feb. 16-18. The board 
will review feedback from the campus 
visits and plans to select a president by 
March. 

The board conducted a national 
search after former president Cary Israel 
announced his resignation last fall. For 
more information, visit www.collin.edu.

PLANO  The Plano 
ISD board of trust-
ees is moving toward 
naming its next 
superintendent. 

Special called 
board meetings took 
place the week of 
Feb. 16 to conduct 
the first round of interviews, with final-
ists’ interviews scheduled to take place 
the week of Feb. 23.

As of press time, the school district 
had not yet named a lone finalist or 
finalists.

Longtime educator and administra-
tor Richard Matkin retired from the 
PISD superintendent post Jan. 30, say-
ing he wanted to spend more time with 
his family. 

The board of trustees on Dec. 9 
named current Chief Financial Officer 
Steve Fortenberry as interim superin-
tendent.

Fortenberry has 30 years of financial, 
strategic and operation experience in 
school finance and currently oversees 
the district’s finances. His interim 
period began Feb. 1.

The search process began in Novem-
ber with interviews of search firms. 

Community focus group sessions  
took place Dec. 1 and 2 and the 
deadline for superintendent candidate 
applications was Jan. 22.

PLANO Plano Fire-Rescue’s wild land 
firefighting team conducted controlled 
burns at Arbor Hills Nature Preserve 
through February to mitigate potential 
future fire hazards.

The park remained open to the public 
throughout the controlled burns, except 
for the concrete trail on the west side of 
the nature preserve, which was closed.

“We want to get all three of our shifts 
out there to do it so we can kill two 
birds with one stone—the first to get the 
burn done to help [the] parks [depart-
ment] and [the other] to get some actual 
fire training for our guys,” said Capt. 
Peggy Harrell with Plano Fire-Rescue. 
“We’re mitigating and handling now 
what could be a real fire hazard in the 
hot, hot dry months [ahead].”

The departments had scheduled the 
burns during the same time last year 
but the weather did not cooperate,  
Harrell said.

Arbor Hills Nature Preserve is 
located at 6701 W. Parker Road. The 
200-acre park features vast areas for 
walking, hiking, biking and other  
outdoor activities. 

Prescribed burn at Arbor Hills Nature Preserve. 

Neil Matkin Richard Shrubb

Steve Fortenberry

Plano City Council
Regular meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Mondays of  
each month.
Plano Municipal Center, 1520 K Ave.
Live webcasts are available online.
www.plano.gov

Plano Independent School 
District
Meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m.  
on the first Tuesday of each month.
Plano ISD Administration Building,  
2700 W. 15th St.
www.pisd.edu

Collin County Commissioners 
Court 
Meetings are generally scheduled at  
1:30 p.m. each Monday.
Jack Hatchell Collin County 
Administration Building, 2300 Bloomdale 
Road, McKinney. www.co.collin.tx.us

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_pln

TweetingsMeetings

Equal rights ordinance petition declared invalid
PLANO  The city of Plano announced 
Feb. 20 the recently filed petition to 
repeal the expanded equal rights ordi-
nance is invalid.

On Dec. 8 the Plano City Council 
approved an expansion of its exist-
ing equal rights ordinance to prohibit 
discrimination against U.S. military 
veterans, genetic information, sexual 
orientation and gender identity. Citi-
zens filed a petition Jan. 20, which if 
validated would have sent the ordinance 
back to the council to be either repealed 
or sent before a public vote.

“The petition contained false informa-
tion regarding the Equal Rights Ordi-
nance, claiming it regulates bathrooms,” 
the statement from the city said. “The 
ordinance does not regulate bathrooms. 
By making this false representation, the 
Equal Rights petition asked signees to 
repeal an ordinance that does not exist.”

The City Secretary’s office also found 
two other violations, including the peti-
tion failing to include a space for signees 
to indicate county of voter registration 
as well as a failure to include a copy of 
the legislation to be repealed or changed. 
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

INSIDE THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE   

HOUSE COMMITTEE SENATE COMMITTEE

BILL INTRODUCED

• Committee membership is determined 
by seniority or speaker of the House 
appointment.

• Each committee is assigned a different 
subject matter and receives bills from the 
speaker of the House based on subject.

• Committee membership is determined 
by the lieutenant governor.

• Each committee is assigned bills from 
the lieutenant governor.

Bill placed on 
a calendar 
for House 

consideration

Bills listed in order 
reported; however, 
bills do not have to 
be brought up for 

discussion in order of 
Intent Calendar

Speaker of the House 
signs in front of House

Bill returned to original chamber; can be 
overridden by Senate and House vote

Lieutenant governor 
signs in front of Senate

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS) 

GOVERNOR

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS)

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

House votes 
to approve

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Senate votes 
to approve

CALENDAR 
COMMITTEE

CALENDAR TYPES

VETOES BILL

A legislator, committee, or special interest group drafts a 
bill that must be limited to a single subject. The bill is then 
introduced to either a House or Senate committee.HOW A BILL

A LAW

TAKE A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

• Daily (new bills)
• Supplemental  

(3rd reading,  
postponed bills)

• Local, consent 
and resolution 
(noncontroversial bills)

• Congratulatory, 
memorial  
(ceremonial bills)

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Secretary of state 
certifies bill’s passage

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Chief clerk certifies 
bill’s passage

INTENT 
CALENDAR

ITEM 

#1

BILL IS ENROLLED AND PREPARED FOR SIGNING

SIGNS BILL DOES NOTHINGOR

TH
E 

HO
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E 
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ND
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TH
E 

BI
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E 
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THE SENATE SENDS THE BILL TO THE HOUSE

BILL HAS BEEN PASSED BY HOUSE AND SENATE

AMENDMENT: A change or 
addition to a bill
BILL: A proposed law 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: 
Five senators and five 
representatives who meet to 
resolve differences between 
a Senate and a House version     
of the same bill
FILIBUSTER: A tactic used to 
kill a bill or delay a vote in the 
Senate; a senator holds the 
floor by talking, without sitting 
down or leaving his or her desk
LOBBYIST: A person who 
meets with legislators to 
influence bills
MAJORITY: Vote of more than 
50 percent
OVERRIDE: Legislature can 
override a governor’s veto of a 
bill with a two-thirds vote from 

each chamber—the House of 
Representatives and Senate
QUORUM: Number of 
members required to 
officially start a meeting; 
two-thirds membership in 
either the Senate or House of 
Representatives
RESOLUTION: Used to 
propose an amendment to the 
Texas Constitution; can also 
take care of housekeeping 
functions of Legislature; 
statement of congratulations 
or honor
SPEAKER: Presiding officer of 
the House of Representatives
TERM: The length of time a 
political official may serve 
once elected
VETO: Governor’s rejection  
of a bill

Sources: Texas Legislature Online, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate, Texas House of Representatives

L E G I SL AT I V E

In Texas the lieutenant governor serves a four-year term, presides 
over the Senate, appoints Senate committee members and has the 
power to break a tie vote. With the Speaker of the House, he or she 
jointly chairs the Legislative Budget Board—which recommends 
budgets for all state government agencies—and is vice chairperson 
of the Legislative Audit Committee and Education Board.

The lieutenant governor also serves as governor if the governor 
dies, resigns, is absent from the state or is removed from office.

The minimum age for an individual to take the office of lieutenant 
governor is 30 years old, and he or she must be a Texas resident for 
five years as well as a U.S. citizen.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR?

Compiled by Leslee Bassman • Design by Erin Behncke

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

Bill becomes a law

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter at @impactnews_pln and search 
for #CITxLege, or visit impactnews.com

Available in
Dallas, Plano, 

Frisco, and 
surrounding 

areas

Best Photography for Business, Marke� ng, and Events
• Executive / Professional Portraits
• Corporate & Non-Profi t 

Events/Meetings/Galas

• Trade Shows & Conventions
• On-Site Printing Available
• Commercial & Marketing

469-587-2300
www.sco� peekphotography.com
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students performs the tale based on Victor 
Hugo’s novel of the same name. 8 p.m.  
Feb. 26-28 and March 4-7, 8 p.m.; March 
1 and 7-8, 2:15 p.m. $20 (adults); $15 
(students, staff and seniors). Collin Theatre 
Centre, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway.  
972-881-5809. www.collintheatrecenter.com

March

03 Job Fair Hawaiian Falls in The 
Colony will host a job fair to hire 

seasonal workers 5-8 p.m. March 3 and 
9 a.m.-noon March 7. Free. The Heights 
Church, 201 W. Renner Road, Richardson. 
972-999-1265. www.hfalls.com

08 Plano bridal show
More than 100 wedding 

businesses offer attendees the chance to 
find the right things for their weddings. There 
is also a fashion show as well as door prizes 
and giveaways. Noon-5 p.m. $12 (adults), 
$6 (children ages 14 and younger). Plano 
Centre, 2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway.   
972-713-9920.  
www.bridalshowsinc.com

14 Save Drops, Save Watts
Adults and children have the chance 

to learn how to conserve water and energy. 
Attendees can also participate in a fun run. 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Free. Schimelpfenig 
Middle School, 2400 Maumelle Drive.  
972-769-4130. www.plano.gov

February

26 through March 8 
 ‘‘Les Miserables’

Collin College presents this classic musical 
at the John Anthony Theatre. A cast of all 

14 League of Women Voters of 
Collin County luncheon

In honor of Women’s History Month, the 
League of Women Voters of Collin County 
will hold a luncheon honoring outstanding 
women in Collin County. 11 a.m.-noon. 
$35 (individual); $15 (student). Gleneagles 
Country Club, 5401 Park Blvd.  
972-306-8819. www.lwv.org

14 17th annual Dallas-Fort Worth 
NowRuz Festival 

Parastoo, a Dallas-Fort Worth area Iranian 
heritage group, celebrates the Persian 
New Year. The event features traditional 
performances by teenagers and kids. The 
event also includes other entertainment 
options, exhibitions, food and more. 5 p.m. 
Plano Centre, 2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway. 
972-233-0505. www.parastoo.us

20 Low-cost sterilization and 
vaccination clinic  

Pet owners can bring their pets to get 
low-cost vaccines, heartworm testing and 
prevention, microchips, as well as low-cost 
sterilization procedures. 10 a.m.-noon. Plano 
Animal Shelter, 4028 W. Plano Parkway.  
940-566-5551. www.texasforthem.org

27 Second annual ‘Chips on 15’ 
Texas Hold’em tournament 

Go all in to support the Historic Downtown 
Plano Association. A grand prize-winner 
will receive two VIP tickets to see Randy 
Rogers Band and Josh Abbott Band with 
accommodations at WinStar World  

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Plano events at  
impactnews.com/pln-calendar.

To have Plano events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the month.

Online calendar

Compiled by Abigail Allen

Angela’s at the Crosswalk 
1010 E. 15th St. • 972-633 -9500  
www.angelascrosswalk.com
March
06  The Iron Fist of Duncan
07  Vinyl Rewind
13   Jerry Rizzi & Friends
14   Dallas Songwriters Association

Taverna Rossa
4005 Preston Road • 972-403-3321
www.tavernarossa.com
March
06  Joey Love & The Love Machine
07  Southern Couch
13   Crystal Yates
14   Spencer Cole Band

Featured 
              LIVE MUSIC
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Worth the TRIP

through March 1
‘Men Are from Mars, 
Women Are from Venus’

A one-man show based on the 1990s 
hit book, “Men Are from Mars, Women 
Are from Venus,” hits Dallas. The star, 
Peter Story, shares vignettes and 
quips about topics, such as dating and 
marriage, highlighting the differences 
between how men and women see 
the world. 8 p.m. (Feb. 27); 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. (Feb. 28); 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m (March 1). Tickets start at $60. 
Wyly Theatre at AT&T Performing Arts 
Center, 2400 Flora St., Dallas. 
214-880-0202. www.attpac.org

F E B
27

Casino & Resort. 6-11 p.m. $25 (attendees), 
$100 (poker players). Rooftop Event Spot, 
1000 E. 14th St., 4th Floor. ChipsOn15.
eventbrite.com.
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Owners Jeryl Andrews and her husband Dan have been running the boutique for 28 years.

One of the featured outfits is this blue dress by 
Elisa B. ($88), bracelet ($48) and purse ($48).

The boutique carries accessories for every outfit.

In addition to clothing items, Animal Crackers also 
offers shoes in a variety of sizes and styles.
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Animal Crackers
Shop offers designer clothing for all ages

C arrying an average of 350 differ-
ent clothing lines, Animal Crack-
ers has been a fashion mainstay in 

Plano for 28 years.
The boutique has always offered head-

to-toe fashion for infants, young girls 
and boys, tweens and women. One of its 
best-selling  
categories today is clothing, shoes and 
accessories for tweens, a 
sign that the shop con-
tinues to evolve with the 
times, said Dan Andrews, 
who owns Animal Crack-
ers with his wife, Jeryl. 

 “When we opened up, 
nothing was on the other 
three corners [of Preston 
and Park roads],” Dan said. “On the 
three parcels at this intersection, it was 
just the Preston Park Village shopping 
center. The rest was just open field and 
cattle … it was like a wasteland.”

From the very beginning, the Andrews 
knew that Plano would be a good market 
for growth due to the increased number 
of young adults who were moving to the 
area at the time.

“We knew that we wanted to be out 
here, and this particular shopping center 
was the furthest north thing that was 
going on at the time,” Dan said.

“We started with children’s clothes and 
have maintained [the section] the whole 
time,” he said. “About 20 years ago, we 
added women’s clothes and that has been 
really strong.”

When the store opened, Dan said that 

fashion in the area was conservative and 
typically consisted of department store 
brands. “We were doing something really 
different, a little funkier,” he said. “Pretty 
much anyone who is a celebrity in Dallas 
has shopped with us.” 

Football and basketball players are 
among some of Animal Crackers’ clients, 
as well as Olympic gymnasts Carly Pat-

terson and Nastia Liukin.
While Dan runs the busi-

ness side of Animal Crack-
ers, his wife stocks the store 
and has been recognized 
locally and nationally.

According to Jeryl,  
fashion has been trend-
ing more casually for the 

last few years and that trend is now 
beginning to trickle down to the store’s 
younger customers.

“Companies are making athletic wear 
more like normal street wear. Everyone 
is into a healthy lifestyle, and that has 
trended into teens wanting to be more 
sporty,” Jeryl said. “Boots are still very 
popular—you can wear boots all year 
now. Boots and fringe: That’s where  
it’s at.”

Dan did note that the face of business 
has changed drastically after nearly three 
decades in Plano.

“One of the things that we did was 
introduce our website early on to grow 
our online business,” he said. “But, 
people still like the hands-on [experi-
ence], they still like to come in and touch 
and feel the product before they buy it.”

BUSINESS

By Kyle G. Horst

Animal Crackers

1900 Preston Road, Ste. 260
972-612-8187
www.animalcrackers.com 
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
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W. Park Blvd.

“Boots and 
fringe: That’s 
where it’s at.”

—Jeryl Andrews, Animal 
Crackers co-owner

Animal Crackers 
directly supports the following charities 
with clothing donations: Hopes Door in 
Collin County, Collin County Advocacy 

Center, Giving Texas 
Children Promise–which 
supports the 155 Rainbow 
Rooms in Texas–and Plano 
Children’s Medical Clinic.

Community
 support

Let us capture your  
happily ever after!

supremedreamphoto.com  •  214-354-6584

 Wedding Packages starting at $1,999.00 

Call now to book your Consultation and receive 
a FREE Wedding Album 

Follow us on
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www.kilanfinancial.com

IT’S TAX
TIME!
Our CPA’s provide individual 
and corporate tax planning, 
preparation and representation.

We'll help you prepare and file 
your 2014 returns and suggest 
effective tax strategies to retain 
future income.

Call us today!
972-212-5239
info@kilanfinancial.com

We Sell the Best and 
Service the Rest!

A Step in the Right 
Direction!

469-513-2222
www.CompassAirService.com

• No Interest up to 60 months
• No Down Payment
• Up to 10-year Parts and Labor Warranty
• Free Estimates on new units

Up to 

$1250
TRADE-IN
and 60 Months No Interest

• Trane XV18 and Trane XV20i     
   Systems
• 10 Year Parts and 2 Year
   Labor Warranty
• Plus free Wi-Fi Thermostat

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 60 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$1000
TRADE-IN

and 36 Months 
No Interest

• XR-15-16-17
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Year Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Efficiency Air
   Filter System

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 36 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$500
TRADE-IN

and 12 Months 
No Interest

• XR13 or 14 SEER
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Years Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Efficiency Air
   Filter System

C   MPASS AIR SERVICES
TACLA 43996E
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Jörg’s Café Vienna

A family affair: Jörg and his wife, Cathy, run Jörg’s Café Vienna with their two sons.
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Jörg’s Café Vienna
Austrian restaurant offers old-world recipes

W hen diners step through the 
doors at Jörg’s Café Vienna, 
they are treated like family. 

That’s the way it is if the restaurant’s pro-
prietor and namesake, Jörg Fercher, has 
anything to say about it. Jörg’s, special-
izing in authentic Austrian and Ger-
man cuisine, is family-run and has been 
serving local diners in downtown Plano 
since 2000. 

“When we found this place, it was very 
quaint and a very historic part of Plano,” 
Fercher said. “It was not as shiny as other 
places, but we gutted everything and 
preserved the history of this building.”

The 100-year-old space bares the origi-
nal brick walls and steel fixtures, and 
even the outdoor patio tables are con-
structed from the original wood flooring. 
Originality and authenticity are concepts 
that Fercher takes seriously, and it shows 
in his menu and his hospitality.

“My mother was a teacher for the 
culinary arts of Austria,” Fercher said. “I 
grew up with cooking all around me. I 
never went to cooking school, but I pretty 
much got everything from my mom.” 

With a few minor changes to the food, 
like swapping out light virgin olive oil 
in place of lard, Fercher said his food 
stays true to his mother’s words. Diners 
can expect quality fresh food cooked to 
order, and none of it leaves the kitchen 
without Fercher’s taste-testing approval.

“We are not fast food. What [people] 
should expect is a little part of Austria or 

Germany. It’s our ‘Gemütlichkeit,’ which 
is our word for hospitality,” he said. “We 
are not in a rush. Life is too short. That 
is one of my philosophies. We are only 
open four days a week, so we are not 
going to stress out, we enjoy what we do.” 

Fercher is originally from the Austrian 
state of Carinthia, a region  
bordering northern Italy. Much of its 
cuisine reflects that region. But the food 
differs in some ways due to the moun-
tainous landscape of Southern Austria, 
Fercher said. 

“The upper part of Germany uses a lot 
of potatoes. People use what is around 
them. The people of Carinthia do not 
have very many flat areas, [and] we don’t 
have many potatoes in our cuisine,” he 
said. “We do more with flour products 
because we have a lot of grains and a lot 
of smoked meats. Pork is very big over 
there, [and] the white meat is excellent … 
smoked, fried or sautéed.”

White meat options include the 
popular cream schnitzels (chicken or 
pork) such as Oma’s paprika schnitzel 
($12.95 lunch, $18.95 dinner), made with 
a sweet Hungarian paprika cream sauce, 
or Mutti’s jager schnitzel ($12.95 lunch, 
$18.95 dinner), which features a grilled 
mushroom cream sauce. Both are served 
with spatzle, a type of soft egg noodle 
or dumpling, and braised cabbage. The 
Viennese veal weinerschnitzel ($13.50 
lunch, $21.95 dinner) is also popular 
among customers. 

DINING

1037 E. 15th St.
972-509-5966
www.jorgscafevienna.com
Hours: Wed.–Thu. 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 
4:30–9 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m.–10 p.m.

Wiernerschnitzel 
A Viennese tradition, tender breaded 
veal cutlets (right) are served with 
potato salad, braised red cabbage 
and ligonberries ($13.50 lunch, 
$21.95 dinner). Jörg’s Café Vienna 
only uses fresh ingredients and 
natural meats.

Mama’s Tiramisu
“People think tiramisu is Italian, what 
does this have to do with Austria? 
But [my family lived] 50 minutes 
away from northern Italy, and that 
recipe is from my mom from the 
1950s, which is all original,” Fercher 
said about his mother’s simple 
recipe (right). The dessert ($5.95) 
features layered mascarpone cheese 
and ladyfingers dipped in Expresso 
and Austrian rum. 

“Prost!”
Fercher said 70 percent of his guests 
are repeat customers. “We have a lot 
of Germans ... especially on Friday, 
the bar is just German-speaking. So 
if anyone wants to learn German, the 
best time to come is Friday lunch,” 
Fercher said. 

By Chris Libby

E. 15th St. 

15th Pl.
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$100 OFF
any safe $1500 and up.* Must mention Community Impact

*Certain Restrictions Apply.

 Offer Expires 3/25/15

Visit our Carrollton location

Open 7 Days a Week! 
972-341-5459
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Your Recipe For A Cleaner Kitchen.Your Recipe For A Cleaner Kitchen.Your Recipe For A Cleaner Kitchen.

Let Maid Right check house cleaning off your to do list this 
weekend and spend more time on the things you enjoy.

Same Reliable Owner Cleaning Crews 
Each Visit EnviroShield® Whole Home Disinfecting System 
Hospital Grade Cleaning Products
Color-coded Cloths to Reduce Cross-contamination 
The Strongest Guarantee in the Industry

Unique Maid Right Benefi ts

Save

On Your First Three Cleanings!*

$75
Sign up for three recurring* Maid Right Home 
cleaning services and receive a $25 credit on 
your fi rst three cleanings, saving $75.

Not redeemable for cash. Offer is based on three recurring 
cleanings. Credits applied to each cleaning. Not valid on prior 
purchases. Participating locations only.

9741 Preston Rd Suite 101
Frisco, Texas 75033

www.MaidRightFrisco.com

Call for a FREE in-Home 
Cleaning Consultation 

972-449-0450

MiramonteTX.com
Panther Creek Pkwy, Frisco, TX 75034

M O M E N T  N O . 3 7

THE PURE JOY
of a big splash

Built for Making Memories

Resort-style Amenity Center
Pool & Cabanas  |  Parks  |  Lakes

Hiking & Biking Trails

For the Moments of Your Life

New single-family homes from the $200’s in 
Frisco’s premier master-planned community

Whatever the occasion, 
We’ll make the arrangments!

972.398.6404
1151 W Parker Rd. #200

Plano TX 75023

Not valid with any other 
offers. Exp. 3/31/15

Not valid with any other 
offers. Exp. 3/31/15

$10 off $25 off
your purchase 

of $40 or more.
your purchase 

of $100 or more.Ask us about 
our special 
packages!

6205 COIT RD STE 174
PLANO, TX 75024

$69
Includes free uniform and intro class

FOR YOUR
FIRST MONTH!

CLASSES
FOR AGES 3 - ADULT

972-985-7738
WWW.USAMARTIALARTSFITNESS.COM

$69 FOR YOUR

LEARN EFFECTIVE SELF 
DEFENSE, BJJ, BOXING, AND 

MUAY THAI
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T hanks to a rally to save Collin 
County’s only domestic violence 
shelter last year, Hope’s Door’s 

mission is stronger than ever.
According to the National Coalition 

Against Violence, 1 in 4 women are vic-
tims of domestic violence in the United 
States, said Valerie Schmitt, manager of 
marketing and development for Hope’s 
Door. With that number 1 in 3 in Texas, 
the Plano-based nonprofit organization 
is working hard to ensure resources keep 
pace with demand.

“It’s about saving lives, so you want to 
use as much [of the funding] as you can 
for the actual clients,” Schmitt said.

Hope’s Door started as a crisis hotline 
in 1986. Today it offers many services 
to domestic violence victims, including 
a 24-hour crisis hotline, a confidential 
shelter with 21 beds where women and 
children are able to live for up to 30 days, 
educational programs, a resale shop, 
counseling and more. 

“This is something where you very 
literally see that you’re saving a life,” 
Schmitt said. “If you man our crisis line, 
[you’ll find] people are calling to you 
in moments of crisis and danger and in 
need of a safe place to go.” 

To stay at the shelter, client a victim 
must first contact either Hope’s Door or 
the Plano Police Department. They are 
then referred to the shelter or escorted 
there to ensure the alleged abuser does 
not follow the victim. 

All clients go through an orientation 
process. Because of potential danger to 
clients and staff, residents found con-
tacting the abuser and/or disclosing the 
shelter’s location will be asked to leave, 
Schmitt said.

“Our shelter is run like a house. 
[Clients are] allowed to cook on their 
own. They have chores every day. There’s 
a certain time they have to get up, and 

they have hours they have to be back by 
[at] the end of the day,” Schmitt said. 
“We also have a very good relationship 
with the police departments [of Collin 
County]. They’re aware of us and they 
check on us.”

Hope’s Door also has 15 apartment 
units available for temporary housing 
options. Victims can apply for housing 
once they leave the emergency shelter 
and obtain a job if Hope’s Door has a 
vacancy. Clients can live there from six 
months to two years, with the apartment 
paid for and furnished by Hope’s Door.

The ultimate goal, Schmitt said, is to 
help victims save money and get back on 
their feet. 

Hope’s Door clients also have access to 
free counseling and a legal advocate to 
assist in anything from protective orders 
and divorce to child custody and immi-
gration hearings. 

More than 80 percent of the money 
Hope’s Door receives goes directly 
toward its resources and programs, 
Schmitt said. One way it keeps expenses 
down is by volunteer help. 

Last May, its emergency shelter suf-
fered a critical and expensive plumbing 
leak that almost forced the nonprofit to 
close its doors for good. Thanks to dona-
tions and community support, the shelter 
was able to pay for the much-needed 
repairs, a blessing Schmitt said has 
helped the nonprofit better accommodate 
the needs of Collin County.

“We were kind of stuck between a rock 
and a hard place. We were not really in 
the place for updating it and answering 
all of its needs [on our own],” Schmitt 
said. “We also received a very generous 
donation this year to update our  
technology and our phone systems. 
Thanks to these generous donations, 
we have been able to move forward to 
respond to the demand.”

Hope’s Door
Group provides services for abuse victims

NONPROFIT

Hope’s Door Resale Store

W. Parker Rd. 

W Park Blvd. 
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3000 Custer Road, Ste. 220. 
972-769-0610. www.hopesdoorinc.org

By Abigail Allen and Kelley Chambers

Volunteers Shep Landy (from left), Cathy Wire, Stephanie Li, Jill Reagor Smith and Alma Bartley assist at 
Hope’s Door resale store. Hope’s Door welcomed over 1,000 new volunteers in 2014.
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1,900

2,2281,300

400

18,021

By the numbers
Responds to more than

Received help from

volunteers in 2014

Provides counseling 
and legal advocacy 

to more than

domestic abuse 
survivors

Clocked in 

volunteer service 
hours in 2014

Shelters more than

women and 
children 

crisis hotline calls 
per year

• Resale shop:  
Formerly known as Crissa’s Closet, the 
store is open to the public and offers 
Hope’s Door clients special vouchers 
for clothing, toys and other items with 
special vouchers.  

• Battering intervention prevention:  
Program offers abusers education on 
safe communication and other ways to 
break the pattern of abuse. 

• Public speaking engagements:  
Domestic violence experts speak at 
schools, companies and other groups to 
promote awareness and help recognize 
the red flags associated with abuse. 

• Young Professionals:  
This program encourages the younger 
workforce to get involved in the mission 
through fun and educational mixers and 
events.
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Source: Hope’s Door

Recover 10+ Years of Your Strength & Function at

ActiveRx Plano
Finally, exercise and 

strengthening programs 
speci� cally for Senior Adults!

• Experienced,  professional staff
• Small class sizes
• Comfortable, caring environment

Physical therapy 
services are also available. 
Many services covered by 
insurance and Medicare.

Call us today! (972) 985-6006
1515 Rio Grande | Plano, TX

(855) 496-9522
LiveAtTheWestside.com

Newly Renovated  
Apartment Homes
• Full Black Appliance Package w/ Microwave
• Wood Finish Flooring
• Designer Paint
• Spacious Open Kitchen

Spectacular Amenities Include:
• 5 Saltwater Pools With New Outdoor Furniture
• 3 Outdoor Kitchen Grilling Areas
• Bark Park
• Tennis Court
• State Of The Art Fitness Center
• iLounge Business Center

You will love our amazing transformation within 
the community; great Plano location with 

DART nearby. Children attend the prestigious 
Plano ISD and the community is zoned to 

Shepard Elementary, Wilson Middle School, 
Vines High School, and Plano Senior High.
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Up to $250 gift card for new lease
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Commercial
Continued from | 1

VIEW THE HOUSES: 
Keep schedule 

flexible so you can 
view houses soon 

after they go on the 
market. You may only 

have time to view it 
once. 

RECEIVE 
FINAL LOAN 

APPROVAL: 
Only applies if 

you require one 
to buy house.

CLOSE ON THE HOUSE:  Verify funds 
for the sale and receive the keys 

from the seller.

8

4

9

10

REVIEW HOA 
RESTRICTIONS: You 

may have to agree 
to any covenants 

or restrictions before 
moving in.

PAY FOR OPTION PERIOD: An 
option period can cost a few 

hundred dollars. Get a professional 
inspection on the house and you 

may ask seller to do any major 
repairs.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Director of Planning Christina Day said. 
“We have limited sources land-wise. The 
land is out there [for housing] but it doesn’t 
have the zoning.”

Plano’s comprehensive plan provides 
guidance for developing the commer-
cially zoned land, but lately the issue of 
infill development is being addressed on a 
site-by-site basis. By mapping out unused 
parcels, Day and her department are able 
to prepare for the next proposal from the 
next developer. 

“The challenge for Plano is that for so 
many years, land was one of our greatest 
resources. We had [a lot] available that 
allowed us to have abundant opportuni-
ties for growth,” Day said. “Now it’s a little 
more of a challenge because the undevel-
oped land is in short supply.”

Build it and they will come
In a 6-1 vote at a regular meeting  

Feb. 9, City Council approved a zoning 
request made by Winstead, P.C., a law 
firm representing developer Alliance Resi-
dential Co., to rezone 6.3-acres at Plano 
Parkway and Preston Road, formerly a 
Lexus car dealership. Representatives pre-
sented their plans for the vacant lot, which 
included a 460-unit, five-story multifamily 

complex.
Residents opposed to the measure cited 

traffic congestion along the Preston Road 
corridor to the President George Bush 
Turnpike as well as the number of existing 
apartment buildings in the area and con-
cerns about water supply. 

Council members that night also voted 
unanimously in favor of a similar zoning 
request that allowed for the development 
of a 180-unit, single-family townhome 
community at the intersection of Inde-
pendence and Plano parkways. The empty 
L-shaped lot was zoned commercial and 
has been vacant for roughly three decades.

Residents from neighboring communi-
ties voiced similar objections, stating the 
new Villas of Middleton would exacerbate 
existing traffic conditions. The council 
voted in favor of the request with certain 
privacy fencing, green space and strategic 
entrance point requirements put in place. 

New developments like these will be 
ideal for working professionals and fami-
lies moving to the area, said Brian Klein, 
managing director of Ion Design Group, 
a design company working with Megatel 
Homes on the Villas of Middleton project.

“[Plano] has had some very good news 
as far as its employment centers go and the 
number of jobs that are coming to town. 
A lot of those people are going to be look-
ing for new housing,” Klein said. “This is an 
opportunity to provide some new housing 

in somewhat of a different format than the 
traditional, suburban single-family [hous-
ing]. It’s also a suitable use for an unusually 
shaped infill parcel.”

A balancing act
A 2001 tri-city retail study conducted 

with the cities of Carrollton and Rich-
ardson revealed that Plano already had 
much more retail space per capita than the 
national average. With Plano overzoned 
for retail, infill development is an opportu-
nity for the city to grow in the right direc-
tion, Mayor Harry LaRosiliere said. 

Infill residential developments are a 
component in the city’s long-term plan, 
but the reason why those tracts are there 
is because no one found an appropriate use 
for them, LaRosiliere added, hence their 
“orphaned” status. 

 “I see this as a tremendous opportunity. 
We’re in a fortunate situation where people 
want to come to Plano,” he said. “As the 
mature city [in Collin County], we have 
to be strategic and decide [how best] to 
attract the young, vibrant workforce that’s 
coming along with these companies as our 
existing demographics mature.” 

Infill housing was a topic of discussion 
at a City Council retreat in November. The 
city’s overall goal is to increase its popula-
tion by roughly 10 percent over the next 10 
to 15 years. That means using these proper-
ties in a manner that allows the city to be 

denser and more vertical, LaRosiliere said. 
But the timeline for when these 

orphaned parcels are built out depends on 
strength of the economy, Day said. In the 
meantime, the Planning Department takes 
resident concerns into consideration, but 
also takes into account the overall impact 
these developments will have on the city as 
a whole. The experience is something both 
she and LaRosiliere said has proven to be a 
balancing act.

“We’re experiencing a renaissance that 
most cities don’t see,” LaRosiliere said. 
“We’ve had periods there where things 
slowed down a bit, but it didn’t fall. Now 
we have an influx of businesses bringing 
in new people; we know we’re not going to 
capture all of them, but we certainly want 
a share of the new folks coming, and they 
want to be here.”
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5  One Haggard 
Place
• 2.9 acres
• 105 units

6  Villas of 
Middleton
• 21.8 acres
• 180 2-story 
townhomes
• Starting at $345,000

7  Broadstone Park 
Place 
•  6.3 acres
• Average rent: $1,400 
per month
• 465 units

8  Village of Prairie 
Commons East
• 169 townhomes 

9  Fairview Central 
Park
•  123 multifamily 

units on 11 acres 
•  Applicant: Fairview 
Farm Land Co. LTD/
Fairview Premier Drive 
LLC
• Approved by 
Planning and Zoning 
Feb. 16, 2015
10  Headquarters 
Village
• 320 multifamily units 
on 5.6 acres 
• Applicant: 
Headquarters LP
• Submitted Jan. 22
11  Harvard Villas  
• 12.7 acres
•  88 single-family 
attached 
• Applicant: Nash 
Group Real Estate
• Submitted Sept. 11, 
2014
12  Palomino 
Crossing 
• 2.4 acres
• 107 units
• Applicant: Winstead 
P.C.

 
1  Village at Legacy
• 17.5 acres 
• 123 patio homes
2  Redhill Springs
•  8 acres
• 76 townhomes
•  Price range: 
$165,990-$169,900
 

3  Parkway Heights 
• 9 acres
• 85 townhomes on
• Rezoned in 2010, 
construction began 
in 2014
4  Elan Market 
Center
• 20 acres
• 190 Apartments 
• 1,241 units
• Rezoned in 2011, 
construction began 
in 2012

INFILL DEVELOPMENT: BUILDING UP THE HOUSING GAP

Multifamily communities like these are the future 
first homes of many Plano newcomers.

COMPLETED

UNDER
 CONSTRUCTION

FUTURE 
CONSIDERATION

RECENTLY 
APPROVED

1

4

8

10

11
12

9

6

7

5

5

3

2

List is not comprehensive. Source: city of Plano
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Market
Continued from | 1

THE HOME BUYING AND SELLING PROCESS

In a seller’s market, homebuyers need to move at a faster pace to get the house they want. Buyers have to 

consider that sellers may be receiving multiple offers on a home, while sellers have to consider the quality 

of the house buyers are looking for.

Buyer Seller

DEFINE WHAT TYPE OF 
HOUSE YOU WANT TO 

YOUR REALTOR: Realtors 
will take this and begin to 

search for houses that are 
currently on the market.

CONSIDER LISTINGS YOUR REALTOR 
SENDS OR THAT YOU FIND ONLINE: Keep 
in mind that some websites may not be up 
to date on homes that are actually still on 

the market.

GET THE HOUSE 
PREINSPECTED: If 
there are any major 
areas of the house 
that need repair, you 
can get them fixed 
before the house is 
listed.

MAKE HOUSE AVAILABLE FOR 
VIEWINGS: Keep schedule 
flexible so buyers have time to 
view house. 

CONSIDER THE 
OFFERS YOU RECEIVE: 
Take a look at the 
buyer’s offer price, 
expected move-in 
date and any other 
stipulations, such as 
home repairs, from the 
buyer. 

MAKE AN OFFER: 
remember that a seller 

may get multiple offers so 
consider making an offer 

above the list price. 

IF OFFER IS ACCEPTED, 
SIGN THE CONTRACT 

GET PREAPPROVED FOR A LOAN: 
This loan will determine what kind of 

house you can afford to buy.
1

PREPARE THE HOUSE: 
It needs to look 
presentable to buyers 
in person and online. 
Consider cleaning 
up landscaping and 
organizing inside of 
the home.

1

2

3

6

10

7

5

6

3
4

5

2 PRICE THE 
HOUSE: Meet 
with Realtor for 
comparative 
market analysis 
of similar 
properties that 
have sold in the 
last six to nine 
months.

ACCEPT AN OFFER 
AND SIGN THE 
CONTRACT

7 CLOSE ON THE HOUSE: Following buyer’s 
option period and loan approval, have funds 
verified and give keys to buyer.

remains low, house prices are likely 
to continue rising.

“There are Realtors in line look-
ing for housing for their custom-
ers,” said Keller Williams Realtor 
Joe Camarena. “They’re all my 
type. They all want that medium- 
size house. Obviously, the lack of 
supply creates that demand, and 
the price continues rising.”

Seller’s market, Plano’s draw
When a recession hit the United 

States between 2007 and 2009, 
the housing market took a fall. 
Nearly 2 million homes were being  
constructed each year from 2000 to 
2007, but that number dropped to 
550,000 homes in 2009, according 
to an economic forecast created by 
Albert Niemi, Southern Methodist  
University’s Cox School of  
Business dean.

But home starts picked up again 
in 2012, and 1.2 million new 
homes are expected to be con-
structed this year. Home starts in 
Collin County have followed suit 
with the national trend, which 
led to the beginning of the seller’s 
market here in North Texas.

Job growth in Collin County is 
one reason the area is in a seller’s 
market. Major national corpora-
tions such as Toyota Motor North 
America have announced plans to 
relocate its headquarters to Plano, 
bringing with them thousands of 
jobs. Toyota is expected to bring 
4,000 jobs to the area.

“We are blessed in that so many 
companies have chosen to make 
their headquarters in Plano,” said 
Ebby Halliday Realtor Cindy 
O’Gorman. “There are some in the 
business world who predict the 
wave of sales and multiple offers 
won’t last long, but I believe with 
the corporate growth… our sales 
will stay strong, even if other mar-
ket areas slow down.”

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Other factors that attract 
homebuyers include low crime 
rates and high-rated school dis-
tricts. Crime rates in Collin 
County are lower than the Texas 
and national averages, and more 
than 45 percent of people in the 
county are married with chil-
dren, according to the National 
Association of Realtors.

“[Plano is] a very family-
friendly environment,” Camarena 
said, noting the parks in Plano 
and the reputation of Plano ISD. 
“The city is a great place to bring 
your family to raise.”

Keeping up with the pace
Things move quickly in a seller’s 
market. The average number of 
days a home stays on the market 
in Plano has decreased over the 
past several years, from 66 days 
in 2010 to 35 days in 2014.

Because houses don’t stay on 
the market for long, buyers may 
not get a chance to look at a 
home more than once, Ebby Hal-
liday Realtor David Long said.

“If it’s a decent house [with] a 
decent price and you’re not out 
there to see it in that first day, 
you’re probably not going to get 
it,” he said.

Homebuyers looking to move 
to Plano or elsewhere in Collin 
County should submit an offer 
soon after finding the home they 
want to own, O’Gorman said. 
Because inventory is low, sellers 
may receive multiple offers in 
quick succession, she said.

“When homes receive mul-
tiple offers[from buyers], you 
can assume they will sell over 
list price, so be prepared to come 
in with a strong offer from the 
beginning,” O’Gorman said.

But even though a seller may 
receive multiple offers that are 
more than the listing price, the 
seller may not always choose the 
highest offer. Details of the offer 
such as the buyer’s move-in date 
can play a role in a seller’s deci-
sion, Long said.

“Sellers in some ways can 
demand more, expect more 
[right now],” he said.

Buyers may have to be patient 
if they are looking for more 
affordable homes because there is 
a lot of competition to get a qual-
ity home for a medium-range 
price, Camarena said. 

“It’s one of the hottest areas in 
the country,” he said. “That’s a 
good thing, but the other side of 
[the scenario] is it makes it tight.”

NEW HOMES
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Currently there are 5 housing projects: 

566 total homes 
• Approximately 260 homes and lots still 
available
• Approximately 45 percent of  
homes still available

1  The Renaissance
      NW corner of Custer Rd. and McDermott Rd.
2  Central Park on Preston

      NE corner of Preston Rd. and W. Park Blvd.
3  West Park Villas

     NE corner of Custer Rd. and W. Park Blvd. 
4  InTown Homes

     SW corner of K Ave. and Park Blvd.
5  Hudson Heights

     NE corner of E. Plano Pkwy. and Los Rios Blvd.

Source: David Long, Ebby Halliday Realtors
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REAL ESTATE

Located just south of highway 121 on the 
northwest corner of Custer and McDermott, 
Renaissance provides an easy commute 
and an abundance of shopping and dining 
options. Renaissance is in the Frisco ISD.

This month’s listings include homes for sale 
from Willow Bend Lakes and Pebble Brook at 
Willow Bend.

The Renaissance by Megatel Homes

5304 Seascape Lane  $924,900 
5 Bedroom / 5.5 Bath  5,384 sq. ft. 
Agent: Ebby Halliday  972-715-0190 
The O’Gorman Group, Cindy O’Gorman

2901 Middle Gate Lane   $899,900 
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  4,498 sq. ft. 
Agent: Ebby Halliday  972-715-0190 
The O’Gorman Group, Cindy O’Gorman

NEW CONSTRUCTION RECENT LISTINGS

  
Address: 9129 Blue Water Dr.

Groundbreaking date: August 2014

Lot size: 40 ft. by 110 ft. 

Square footage:  2,984 sq. ft.–3,500 sq. ft.

Price range: $389,000–$410,000

Amenities: Brick detail stone and cedar garage 
doors, coffered ceilings, cast stone fireplaces, 
granite, Energy Star certified appliances.

Schools: Anderson Elementary School, 
Vandeventer Middle School, Liberty High School

600

Homes on 
the market*

$4,914

Median annual 
property taxes

$247,500

Median 
home value

53

Average days 
on the market*

355

Homes under 
contract*

$105.75

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (Feb. 20, 2015)

Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023

Less than $149,999 15/37 1/NA – – 1/NA 2/24

$150,000–$199,999 7/43 7/66 3/24 1/NA 1/NA 8/21

$200,000–$299,999 7/42 19/56 8/39 3/30 13/23 17/51

$300,000–$399,999 2/33 2/72 5/146 3/25 6/44 8/21

$400,000–$499,999 – – 6/77 2/54 4/68 –

$500,000–$599,999 – – 1/NA – – –

$600,000–$799,999 – – 1/NA 3/104 – –

$800,000–$999,999 – – 2/144 – – –

$1 million + 1/NA – 2/134 1/NA – –

Price 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold  Jan. 2014  vs.  Jan. 2015
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75

PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURNPIKE

75025

75074

75094

75024

75093

75023

75075 Plano

Sources: Market data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County 
Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real Estate 
Information System, or NTREIS. Property tax data courtesy of 
Collin County Central Appraisal District and the office of Collin 
County Tax Assessor-Collector. New construction data courtesy 
of Megatel Homes.

–

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

*City of Plano 
average 

residential market 
data as of 2/20/15
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The Renaissance

CHAD LEMONS
NMLS #315006

p: 214.872.4442
c: 214.629.6172

clemons@firstratefin.com
FirstRateFin.com

FIRST RATE FINANCIAL, LLC
A FIRST RATE

MORTGAGE LOAN
EXPERIENCE

FRASER
REALTY
GROUP

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? WE CAN HELP!

MATTHEW FRASER

Realtor® | Broker | Owner

214.995.1269
matthew@fraserrealtygroup.com
FraserRealtyGroup.com
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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