
A DART train passes by Junction 15 Apartments, McCall Plaza and the Cobwebs 
building. These three areas are part of eight projects to revitalize downtown Plano.
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By Lindsey Juarez
A steady hum of cars rings 

through the streets of downtown 
Plano. Pedestrians meander the 
sidewalks, popping in and out of 
stores while the occasional bangs 
and clanks of construction work 
resonate in the background.

Downtown Plano is becom-
ing a bustling urban village. 
With eight revitalization proj-
ects either underway or recently 
completed, the vibrancy of the 
area is expected to increase.

“We have people knocking on 
our door literally every day who See Revitalization | 20

See Awards | 19

are interested in downtown,” 
deputy city manager Frank 
Turner said. “It’s quite a differ-
ence in what the market percep-
tion of downtown is today com-
pared to what it was like 15 years 
ago.”

Prior to the 2000s, downtown 
Plano had lost its significance, he 
said. Downtown served as a place 
for local commerce and trade in 
the late 1800s, Turner said. But 
when US 75 expanded through 
the city in the 1960s, businesses 
expanded outside of downtown.

Even as the city’s population 

exploded, downtown still experi-
enced a period of “disinvestment 
and decline,” Turner said. 

The city made aesthetic 
improvements in the 1980s for 
Plano’s sesquicentennial in an 
effort to revitalize downtown, 
but the improvements didn’t 
change the business psychology, 
Turner said. A R Schell & Son 
Agency, a family-owned insur-
ance company that has been in 
downtown Plano since 1930, 
was one of the first businesses to 
remodel its building’s exterior in 
the ’80s, owner James Schell said.  

But even with the aesthetic 
changes, not much changed in 
downtown for many years, he 
said.

“We’ve had a problem in the 
past with keeping the retail ten-
ants downtown because there 
wasn’t enough foot traffic and 
people coming to downtown 
to buy products and services,” 
Schell said.

Then in the late 1990s, city 
leaders began to see red; that 
is, Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
announced plans expand its Red 

Plano focuses on safety, health, 
recreation and development

City leadership leads to national recognition, awards

By Sherelle Black
Plano received more than 30 accolades and 

awards in 2014, ranking it in the top 10 in the 
nation for safety, health, economic develop-
ment, residential and recreational life.

Plano also asserted itself as one of the most 
viable locations for corporate headquarters 

by successfully recruiting Toyota Motor 
North America Inc. and FedEx Office & Print 
Services last year.

Plano Mayor Harry LaRosiliere attributes 
the city’s success to a combination of fac-
tors, such as the city leadership and planning 
as well as the working relationship with the 
community.

“We focused on economic develop-
ment—attracting and retaining companies, 
redevelopment and revitalization of our 

neighborhoods, our quality of services—
making sure our employees had all of the 
resources they needed in order to be able to 
serve our citizens in the best possible man-
ner,” LaRosiliere said.

Best-run city
Plano was ranked No. 3 in the nation for 

best-run city by 24/7 Wall Street, an online 
financial newsletter, based on factors such as 

COUPONS
LISTED ON PAGE 23

Revitalization projects spur business growth within city’s historic core
Downtown Plano experiences ‘regenesis’

Photo by Lindsey Juarez
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John Paul II High School
Catholic. Coeducational. College Preparatory.

For more information, please contact our Admissions department:

469.229.5195  or admissions@johnpauliihs.org

Our Athletic Program is Second to None.
Come watch an exciting Cardinal game this year! John Paul II High School fields teams in 

14 sports, and competes in the highly competitive Texas Association of Private and Parochial 
Schools (TAPPS). Check out our website for upcoming games in soccer, basketball, hockey 

and more!

UPCOMING INFORMATION NIGHT
February 11th @ 7:00pm

John Paul II High School     900 Coit Road         Plano, Texas 75075 www.johnpauliihs.org 

Join our cardinal family!
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FROM THE  PUBLISHER

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

What do you think makes Plano a city 
of excellence?

  Safety measures

  Health care

 Recreation opportunities

  City leadership 

  Business culture

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/pln-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

Plano received more than 30 accolades and awards in 
2014, ranking it in the top 10 in the nation for safety, health, 
economic development, residential and recreational life. 

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How should state roads in Collin 
County be funded?

Stop gas tax money from being diverted to other funding 
areas 

  71.43% 

Increase local taxes

  9.52% 

Build roads with managed toll lanes

  7.14% 

Take more money from the Rainy Day Fund

  7.14%

Build tollways 

  4.76%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 12/19/14–1/12/15

The January Issue offers 
an opportunity for Com-
munity Impact Newspaper 
to update readers on the 
news we covered in 2014 
and the big news stories 
ahead for 2015.

 It is also a good time 
to remind readers of the 
growth of CIN in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area 
and share with you our 
plans for the new year.

Four years ago with five employees, we started CIN 
in Grapevine, Colleyville and Southlake, offering those 
communities the same hyperlocal and useful news. In 
August 2013 we launched the Frisco paper, and in late 
2014, our Plano edition, with the largest circulation in 
the company’s history, made its way into homes and 
businesses as well. We also moved our DFW regional 
headquarters to Frisco, and began hiring the staff for a 
McKinney paper, which launches in spring 2015. 

 Of course with all this growth comes challenges,  
surprises and obstacles. The DFW team has a passion 
and commitment for reporting your local news without 
bias or opinion. We work hard to deliver a quality  
newspaper you can understand and use. 

 We are appreciative of our partnerships with our 
advertisers, and I hope you continue to find time to  
support them in 2015. We are also grateful for the  
relationships we have with our news sources and, of 
course, you—our readers. 

I don’t know what 2015 will hold. I am hopeful for 
more of the same: growth, challenges, obstacles,  
excitement and maybe even a few surprises. 

Happy New Year to all.

Toni Barron
PUBLISHER

tbarron@impactnews.com

LOCATED IN THE HEART 
OF FRISCO, TX

WEDDINGS • CORPORATE • SPECIAL EVENTS

NORTHWEST CORNER OF STONEBROOK PKWY AND DNT •  FRISCO, TEXAS 75034  •  (972) 837-8034  •  WWW.VERONAVILLA.COM

 NOW BOOKING! FOLLOW US ON        
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cleaning services for large bedding, such as 
comforters, wedding dresses, cushions and 
everyday clothing. 469-814-0020.  
www.oxxousa.com 

3  Lone Star Digital Media has opened 
at 801 K Ave., Ste. 16. The full-service video 
and audio production company has a master 
central control room as well as a video studio, 
a photo studio and a recording studio. The 
business can also produce equipment off-site.  
972-947-3074. www.lsdminc.com 

Now Open

1  Firecrust Neapolitan Pizzeria opened 
Dec. 10 at 6509 W. Park Blvd. The pizzeria 
serves personal-sized, custom-baked pizzas 
along with salads and dessert calzones. 
Customers can also order gluten-free and 
vegan options. 214-501-3243.  
www.firecrustpizzeria.com

2  Oxxo Care Cleaners opened in 
 mid-January at 2208 Dallas Parkway,  
Ste. 317. The shop offers alterations as well as 

4  Tax Facts, a division of R.R. Financial 
Consulting, opened in January at  
5164 Village Creek Drive, Ste. 300. 
Accountant Regina Resch-Schneidewent 
offers assistance on corporate and individual 
taxes, IRS representation, and financial 
management, among other services.  
972-596-1296. www.taxfacts.com

5  After opening Jan. 6, Spirit of Math is 
accepting registration for new students at 
Disciples Christian Church,  

2001 Independence Parkway. Launched in 
Canada, Spirit of Math provides help for 
students with an hour and a half of class each 
week during the school year. 469-606-1701.  
www.spiritofmath.com/plano

6  Samudraa opened in January at 
5024 Tennyson Parkway. Serving Indian 
coastal cuisine influenced by Indian, 
Thai, Malaysian and Singaporean cuisine, 
Samudraa offers a taste of fresh Indian 
Ocean flavors. 972-473-4600.  
www.samudraa.com

7  The Spavia Day Spa opened in late 
January, and it offers a full list of services  
and treatments at 2100 Dallas Parkway,  
Ste. 152. The massage options include 
the Spavia Signature Massage, maternity 
massages, hot stone therapy and a signature 
four-hand massage. Other services include 
beauty treatments, such as lash extensions 
and waxing. 469-304-9444.  
www.spaviadayspa.com

8  Livingston Audiology and Hearing Aid 
Center opened in November at 3000 Custer 
Road, Ste. 355. The center offers hearing aids 
and other hearing loss options including 
behind-the-ear hearing aids, in-the-ear 
hearing aids and invisible-in-the-canal 
hearing aids. 469-814-0181. www.lhac.com

9  GradePower Learning opened Jan. 10 
at 4152 W. Spring Creek Parkway, Ste. 160. 
The tutoring program aims to help children 
improve their cognitive and metacognitive 
learning by taking a different approach to 
learning. The program offers different levels 
of instruction for different age groups.  
972-599-1850.  
www.gradepowerlearning.com

10  The second location of SMOKE, which 
started in Dallas, opened in January  at  
2408 Preston Road, Ste. 704A. Chef Tim 
Byres uses fresh ingredients and a wood-
fired grill to create original dishes.  
972-599-2222. www.smokerestaurant.com

11  GI Tactical Plano opened at  
4720 SH 121, Ste. 160, on Jan. 10. The store 
sells airsoft guns, airsoft gun accessories and 
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Compiled by Abigail Allen

tactical gear. GI Tactical also has a shooting 
range for testing airsoft guns. 469-362-8779.  
www.airsoftgi.com

Coming Soon

12  Cedars Mediterranean Mezza and Grill 
is opening its doors to diners in time for 
Valentine’s Day at 4940 SH 121. Specializing 
in Mediterranean flavors, Cedars offers 
falafel sandwiches, kabobs, gyros and a 
gourmet salad bar. 214-373-8141  
(Dallas location). www.cedarsmezza.com

13  Bahama Bucks is set to open  
Feb. 10 at 8700 Preston Road, Ste. 127.  
  The franchise-based business offers a wide 
range of flavored shaved ice and smoothies.  
214-618-8395. www.bahamabucks.com

14  UFC Gym is set to open in mid-March 
at 1941 Preston Road, Ste. 1022. The fitness 
center offers boxing, kickboxing and group 
fitness classes or private training as well 
as martial arts courses designed for men, 
women and children. 469-331-8565.  
www.ufcgym.com/plano

15  Minyard Sun Fresh Market is hoping 
to take over the Tom Thumb Food & 
Pharmacy at 4836 W. Park Blvd. sometime 
in February, depending on a transaction 
between Albertson’s and SafeWay. Based in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth-area, the Minyard 
Food Store chain will offer a variety of fresh 
food options supplied by the Associated 
Wholesale Grocers Inc. 972-241-2184.  
www.minyards.com

16  Bottle & Bottega Plano at 1900 Preston 
Road in the Preston Park Village Plaza is 
holding its grand opening Feb. 4. The studio 
will host community art and wine parties as 
well as corporate, private and public events. 
Regardless of skill, Bottle & Bottega offers 
hands-on art sessions and onsite professional 
instruction along with a glass of wine or beer. 
972-591-0548. www.bottleandbottega.com

New Ownership

17  The Boardroom Salon Lakeside 
Market at 4001 Preston Road, Ste. 506 
is now under the ownership of Paul and 
Caren Wolf. Geared toward men, the salon 
offers shaves, haircuts, executive or business 
facials and more, and all services include 
a complimentary beverage. 972-403-0600. 
www.boardroomsalon.com

18  Plano has two locations of AOB Med 
Spa, which was known as m.pulse Modern 
Skincare until December—one at  
5960 W. Parker Road, Ste. 256 and one at 
7300 Lone Star Drive, Ste. C140. The spa uses 
intense pulsed light to treat hair and skin, 
including for hair removal. 972-312-9091,  
972-312-9095. www.m-pulse.com
 
 

SMOKE serves a variety of dishes using fresh 
ingredients and a wood fire grill.
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Students of The Grove School learn about sinking 
and floating.

20

GI Tactical Plano carries air soft guns and gear 
and has a knowledgable staff to offer advice. 

11

Anniversaries

19  Crave Popcorn Co. in Lakeside Market 
at 4021 Preston Road, Ste. 619 is celebrating 
its first anniversary on Valentine’s Day. The 
popcorn and gifts shop offers a range of 
flavors that can be purchased in tins or in 
custom gift sets as well as in smaller portions, 
including holiday-themed flavors.  
972-608-9900. www.cravepopcornco.com

20  The Grove School at 6800 Independence 
Parkway celebrates its fifth anniversary 
in January. The school incorporates fun 
with learning for children from infants to 
pre-kindergarten students. Because the 
school is a certified green business of Plano, 
instructors help the students learn how to 
garden and create compost. 972-618-3523.  
www.groveschool.com

Closings

21  The maternity clothing boutique chain 
Pickles and Ice Cream at 4021 Preston Road, 
Ste. 614 has closed. A Dallas location is still 
open. www.picklesandicecream.com

News or questions about Plano? 
Email plnnews@impactnews.com.
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FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100
Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

Now open in Plano!

Join us for an event!
Call Amy Olsen at 972.403.9018 
or visit FusionPlano.com/events.

Middle & High School  | Classes for Credit  |  Mentoring  |  Tutoring  |  Enrichment

A private, 
one-to-one 
middle and 
high school 
like no other.

Fusion Plano
972.403.9018
FusionPlano.com

Discover Fusion Academy – a revolutionary school that meets kids where 
they are and helps them flourish through one-to-one classrooms, innovative 
approaches to learning, and relationships that build confidence and strength. 
Fusion Academy serves students in grades 6-12 who crave a flexible, 
customized learning environment.
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Toyota holds ground breaking for new 
North American headquarters in Plano
Mayor says motor company will bring 4,000 jobs to the area
By Lindsey Juarez

Jan. 20, 2015, was a day of new begin-
nings in Texas, said Jim Lentz, Toyota 
Motor North America CEO.

In Austin, new Texas governor Greg 
Abbott was sworn in. In Plano, Toyota 
broke ground on its future North Ameri-
can headquarters.

Lentz said the support he has received 
from the governor’s office and the city of 
Plano has been impressive.

“It’s clear that this is the right place to 
begin the next chapter of Toyota’s history 
in North America,” he said.

Toyota decided to break ground on its 
facility in an unconventional way. Rather 
than pitching shovels in the ground, a  
Toyota Tundra mowed over the dirt 
mound.

Lentz also invited the event attendees 
to write a wish or dream on a red tag and 
hang it on one of six yaupon holly trees. 
The trees, which were already covered with 
tags containing written wishes from Plano 
ISD Academy High School students, will 
be planted on the campus toward the end 
of development.

Lentz said Japan gave cherry trees to 
Washington, D.C., more than 100 years 
ago as a sign of friendship between the two 
countries. 

“We view these trees as a symbol of our 
partnership with the city of Plano as well 
as the Dallas Metroplex,” Lentz said.

Toyota will make conservation efforts at 
its new headquarters, including preserving 
100 percent of the protected trees on the 
site and using reclaimed water for irriga-
tion, Lentz said. 

The facility will sit on 100 acres of 
land and is expected to open in 2017. The 
relocation is expected to bring about 4,000 
jobs to the area, Plano Mayor Harry LaRo-
siliere said.

Some Toyota employees have already 
made the move to North Texas. Lentz 
called these employees pioneers.

Terri Von Lehmden, who works in 
Toyota’s project management office, moved 
to Frisco in August.

“[Moving the headquarters to Plano] is 
probably the best decision given where we 
need to go for the long-term sustainability 
of our company,” she said. “Having two 

DEVELOPMENT

A Toyota Tundra plows over a dirt mound during the company’s ground breaking ceremony Jan. 20.

separate offices on opposites sides of the 
U.S. makes it hard to have efficiency and 
really drive change as an organization.”

Von Lehmden said she and her family 
have received southern hospitality from 
the people they have met in Texas so far. 
She said her children are now heavily 
involved in sports.

LaRosiliere said Toyota is making 
efforts to support its new home, fulfilling 
the company’s vision for innovation.

“We realize this is a continuation of 
the vision,” he said. “Your current vision 

is to lead the way in mobility, to enrich 
the lives of people in the safest and most 
responsible manner and to move people 
throughout the world through constant 
innovation and constant quality.”
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Educating students in 
Preschool – 8th grade in 

the Catholic tradition

2015 Open House Dates
January 27  9:00 – 10:00 AM
February 3  6:00 – 7:30 PM
April 29  4:30 – 6:30 PM (Early Childhood Education)

1201 Alma Drive, Plano, Texas 75075  972-578-0610 www.stmcs.net

Two-time recipient of the
U.S. Department of Education’s
Blue Ribbon Award

Educating students in 
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Petitions filed force council’s hand
Grass-roots efforts rally for, against equal rights ordinance

By Lindsey Juarez and Krista Wadsworth
Groups against the city of Plano’s 

expanded equal rights ordinance have 
rallied enough support to force the Plano 
City Council to either repeal the ordi-
nance or send it to a public vote. 

Council members on Dec. 8 voted to 
expand the ordinance to include that 
it is unlawful to discriminate against a 
person based on sexual orientation or 
sexual identity. 

The original ordinance already made 
it unlawful to discriminate based on 
categories such as race, sex and religion 
for housing, public accommodations, 
employment or city contracting. 

Citizens filed petitions Jan. 20 totaling 
more than 7,000 signatures, well above 
the 3,822 signatures—or 20 percent 
of the number of votes cast in the last 
regular election—required to send the 
ordinance back to the council. 

The city secretary’s office must certify 
the signatures. Once certified, the city 
council will decide to either repeal the 
ordinance or send it to a public vote.

Steve Stoler, city of Plano’s director of 
media relations, said the city secretary’s 
office hopes to have the 909 pages of sig-
natures certified by the end of January. 

The city secretary’s office is verifying 
the signatures are from Plano residents 
who are also registered voters.

The city has set no timetable for the 
council to revisit the ordinance.

City Council members are not com-
menting on the issue until all signatures 
are verified.

At the Dec. 8 City Council meeting, 
the ordinance expansion passed with a 
5-3 vote with Mayor Harry LaRosiliere, 
Mayor Pro Tem Lissa Smith and council 
members Pat Miner, André Davidson 

and David Downs voting in support. 
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Ben Harris 

and council members Jim Duggan and 
Patrick Gallagher voted against the ordi-
nance expansion.

Plano Citizens United, a group that 
formed to protest the expansion of the 
equal rights ordinance, headed up the 
petition effort.

A spokesman for the organization 
said the petition effort was mounted 
through church congregations, Bible 
studies, door-to-door walking and word 
of mouth. 

He said PCU does not expect the City 
Council to repeal the ordinance and that 
the real point of the petition effort was to 
get the issue to a public vote.

“It’s a controversial issue, and people 
need to be able to learn about the issue 
and to vote on it,” he said. 

The spokesman said PCU plans to 
continue its advocacy efforts leading up 
to the May election.

“We will continue to fight for freedom 
of religion and freedom of speech,” he 
said. 

Another grass-roots effort has emerged 
in favor of the expansion to the equal 
rights ordinance. The effort is publicized 
on the Facebook page People in Support 
of the Equal Rights Policy of Plano TX. 

Two people—Denise Hamilton, a mar-
ried businesswoman with five children, 
and Zachary Kolodny, a Plano High 
School student—are behind the Face-
book page, which after about three weeks 
in operation had more than 2,600 page 
likes. 

Hamilton and Kolodny gathered 
volunteers and distributed more than 
10,000 flyers in support of the expansion 
to the equal rights ordinance.

“Like many of my detractors I am a 
Christian, but I believe in and live Mark 
12:31: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself ’, 
no matter what our differences may be,” 
she said. “In the words of Plano’s mayor, 
Harry LaRosiliere, ‘A city of excellence 

reflects the rights of 
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 In the state of Texas there is no legal 
prohibition of discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation or gender identity for either 
public or private employees. 

     Right now, those laws are left up to local control 
at the county and city level. 

 Steve Stolar, the city of Plano’s director of media 
relations, said it is hard to find other Texas cities with provisions 
exactly like Plano’s new equal rights ordinance.

      “There are various types of protections offered by different 
localities and in different manners,” Stolar said.  
      For example, some cities will offer legal protection based on 
sexual orientation—a person's sexual identity in relation to the 
gender to which they are attracted—but not gender identity, or a 
person’s subjective sense of his or her own gender. 
     “So there’s a lot of variance,” Stoler said. “It’s difficult to come 
up with a firm listing outside of the major metropolitan areas [I 
listed].”

• People in Support of the Equal Rights 
Policy of Plano TX 
www.facebook.com/PlanoEqualRights

• Gay and Lesbian Alliance of North Texas 
www.galanorthtexas.org

• Plano Citizens United  
www.planoequalrights.com

• Liberty Institute  
www.libertyinstitute.org

City and state laws regarding discrimination

everyone and discriminates against no one.’”   
Another local group, the Gay and Lesbian 

Alliance of North Texas, has also pledged its 
support of the equal rights ordinance. 

“This update brings Plano into line with 
corporations and cities throughout the 
country who recognize that diversity 
is good for business; treating people 
fairly and with respect is a common 
value in all religions; and the majority 
of Texans and Americans want every-
one to be judged equally in the work-
place and under the law,” said Jeanne 
Rubin, vice president for GALA NTX.

Rubin said the GALA NTX is pre-
pared to help with education efforts in 
advance of an election if needed. For more information about the ordinance, 

including frequently asked questions and a link 
to the ordinance, visit the city of Plano website at 
www.plano.gov.

Petition and special 
election process
The Plano City Charter allows for 
city of Plano voters to request 
that ordinances passed by 
City Council be submitted 
to the voters of the city for 
approval or disapproval 
by submitting a petition 
within 30 days after 
the passage of the 
ordinance.

Source: City of Plano

Design by Virginia Otto-Hayes
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Session to usher in new leadership, large projects
By Karen Brooks Harper
AUSTIN Call it a session of big projects—
with the potential for some big fights. 

Lawmakers convened Jan. 13 for the 84th 
Texas Legislature, and they did so with a 
host of new state leaders and what may be 
the most conservative group of lawmakers 
the state has seen in decades.

Statewide issues, such as transportation 
infrastructure, water management, prop-
erty taxes and public education, loom large. 
In addition, an upwardly mobile revenue 
number means more money for the state 
budget than in recent years—and more 
fights over who gets the cash. 

“Every dollar of government spending 
has a constituency,” said James Quintero, 
director of the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion’s Center for Local Governance.

Some Texas Republicans, emboldened 
by strong victories both nationwide and at 
home on Election Day, are also bringing 
with them some of the most divisive issues 
on the table: gay 
rights, immigration 
and border security, 
and gun control.

State Republicans 
are in a strong posi-
tion to pass their 
priorities but are by 
no means immune to 
a Democratic Party 
ready to play defense.

“We cannot look at the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate to do nothing,” said 
Steve Munisteri, chairman of the Republi-
can Party of Texas. “We need to take care 
of these things.”

Democrats said they are prepared to  
do battle. 

“You’re still seeing some folks working 
together because Republicans don’t have 
a supermajority,” said Emmanuel Garcia, 
former Texas Democratic Party commu-
nications director who stepped down in 
December. “The minority can still hold  
a position.” 

A defining characteristic of the 84th leg-
islative session is that Texas will have a new 
governor and new lieutenant governor for 
the first time in more than a decade. 

Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick are both conservative Republicans 
ready to make a strong impression early on.

“All eyes are on them,” Munisteri said.
After backsliding in the 2012 elections, 

Texas Republicans regained a few seats in 
both chambers in November. As of Jan. 
23, the House has 96 Republicans and 51 
Democrats. The Senate has 20 Republicans 
and 10 Democrats. Runoffs from Janu-
ary special elections will decide who fills 
three open House seats and one open 
Senate seat.

Growth issues 
Ranking third nationwide in state 

population growth rate by the U.S. Census 
Bureau in 2013, Texas has many large-scale 
issues facing it. 

“We have the high-
est rate of uninsured 
people in the country, 
and we are tied with 
California for the larg-
est number of adults 
who lack a high school 
degree. Those are just 
two [issues],” said 
Ann Beeson, execu-

tive director of the Center for Public Policy 
Priorities, a progressive Austin think tank. 

Lawmakers in 2013 secured voter 
approval of $2 billion in loan funds for 
water plans but will continue to seek con-
servation on privately owned lands, among 
other issues. 

The need for better road maintenance 
and new highway construction is expected 
to spark numerous plans to redirect and 
raise funds.

Texas ranks 15th highest among states in 
per capita property taxes, and relief is a top 
priority for conservative groups.

“We really want to focus on how much 

[property taxes impact] families at the din-
ner table,” Quintero said.

With nearly 5 million children in the 
public school system, education remains at 
or near the top of priority lists all along the 
political spectrum. 

Among the fights expected in the session 
is the battle over school choice, a system in 
which the state subsidizes—through vouch-
ers, tax credits or similar plans—private 
and parochial schools. 

Those plans top the list of education 
priorities for Patrick, who said that allow-
ing parents to choose private or religious 
schools allows them the opportunity to 
find the best education for their children. 

Opponents believe such programs nega-
tively affect the children who stay in public 
schools and focus state resources in the 
wrong place.

“They’re a scheme to defund public edu-
cation and funnel it into private schools,” 
said Jose Medina, deputy communications 
director of the Texas Freedom Network, 
which advocates for public education.

Social divide
Republicans have filed bills that would 

allow Texans to openly carry weapons, 
fire gay employees or refuse gay custom-
ers and would also repeal the DREAM 
Act, which allows undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state college tuition and 
pursue citizenship. 

In previous sessions, similar bills have 
divided the chambers and taken up days 
and weeks of debate, pushed off budget 
passage and otherwise derailed sessions. 

Democrats, who have filed their own 
social bills, including a repeal of the gay 
marriage ban, said those types of fights 
siphon the energy and goodwill needed to 
address the most urgent issues. 

“Any time that is spent in a 140-day leg-
islative session distracted with these sorts 
of issues gets away from doing what Texas 
actually needs, which is to prepare for its 
growth,” Garcia said.

NEW TEXAS GOVERNOR

TEXAS LEGISLATURE BY THE NUMBERS

Greg Abbott

Party: Republican

Elected: Nov. 4, 2014

512-463-2000

https://governor.
state.tx.us/contact

Greg Abbott came into statewide office during a 
Republican sweep in the 2002 elections, becom-
ing only the second Republican to hold the attorney 
general’s office since Reconstruction some 130 years 
before. He came in as part of a historic GOP takeover 
of the Capitol and a new era in Texas politics. 

Several political battles have marked his career, 
including a lawsuit to allow the Ten Commandments 
to be displayed on Capitol grounds, his defense of 
the state’s voter ID law and his determination to sue 
President Barack Obama over a recent executive 
order on immigration.

In November, Abbott defeated Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth, in a campaign that garnered interna-
tional attention. During the race, Abbott promised to 
improve public education, prioritize border security 
funding and fund transportation projects. 

Abbott is married to Cecilia Phalen Abbott, who 
becomes the first Latina first lady of Texas. Abbott 
and his wife have one daughter, Audrey.“We cannot look at 

the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate 
to do nothing.”

—Steve Munisteri, executive director of the 
Republican Party of Texas

SENATORS  31 members  |  4-year terms

REPRESENTATIVES  150 members  |  2-year terms

84th Texas Legislature*
Senate House

SENATE 
district 

population: 

547,952

IDEAL
HOUSE  

district 
population:

 113,243

Session 
begins

JAN 

13

Session 
ends

JUN 

01

5,909
bills 
passed 

10,630 
bills filed
during 83rd 
Legislative 
Session

Out of

65% Republican 64%

32% Democrat 34%

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_pln and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com

Sources: www.senate.state.tx.us, www.house.state.tx.us,  
www.capitol.state.tx.us, www.tspb.state.tx.us, www.lrl.state.tx.us

3% 
Open

2% 
Open

*As of Jan. 23
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MEET YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR PLANO

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and impactnews.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_pln—for Plano 
news, and throughout the legislative session search for 
#PLNTxLege for coverage that matters to you.

SEN. VAN TAYLOR • DISTRICT 8

Plano

Frisco

121

380

DNT
TOLL

R-Plano

Elected: 2014

512-463-0108

van.taylor@senate.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Limit the size and reach of government, 
because the larger it grows the more it 
spends and takes away from the people.

• Fight for increased border security 
funding and turn off the magnets that 
attract illegal immigration.

• Create jobs and grow the economy by 
unleashing entrepreneurs and reducing 
excessive regulation, burdensome 
taxation and abusive litigation.

SEN. JANE NELSON • DISTRICT 12

R-Flower Mound

Elected: 1993

512-463-0112

jane.nelson@
senate.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Pass a 
conservative 
budget that 
meets the 
needs of 
Texas and, 
with a strong 
economy, also provides some tax relief.

• Invest in long-term transportation 
solutions and end diversions without 
raising taxes or adding new toll roads.

• Continue to address border security to 
protect our citizens while also pursuing 
federal reimbursement.

35
35

30
Dallas

Denton

REP. SCOTT TURNER • DISTRICT 33

R-Frisco

Elected: 2012

512-463-0484

scott.turner@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Take a 
comprehensive 
approach to 
securing the 
border by 
eliminating 
sanctuary cities.

• Ensure school district standards are high 
across the board so students will get the 
same quality of education.

• Commit to tax reform by repealing the 
margin tax for businesses as a way to 
offer tax relief.

635

380

75

Dallas

McKinney

REP. PAT FALLON • DISTRICT 106

35

380

Frisco

R-Frisco

Elected: 2012

512-463-0694

pat.fallon@house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Increase border security by ensuring the 
Texas Department of Public Safety has 
adequate resources.

• Reform the home appraisal process 
as a way to lower property taxes, and 
eliminate property tax increases for 
Texans who are 65 years or older.

• Continue efforts to support the right  
to bear arms.

REP. RON SIMMONS • DISTRICT 65 REP. MATT SHAHEEN • DISTRICT 66

Plano

Dallas

289

121

R-Carrollton

Elected: 2012

512-463-0478

ron.simmons@
house.state.tx.us

R-Plano

Elected: 2014

matt.shaheen@house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Focus on road 
funding for the 
state and look 
at the process 
by which road 
projects are 
chosen.

• Lengthen the terms for state 
representatives and senators so elected 
officials can serve for two legislative 
sessions, but also limit the number 
of terms a state official, including the 
governor, can serve.

• Be actively involved in budget 
discussions, and make sure spending 
is focused on the core areas of 
government.

Top 3 priorities: 

• Eliminate the margins tax and support 
efforts to reduce property taxes.

• Consolidate redundant state 
departments by expanding the Sunset 
Advisory Commissions scope to 
include administrative functions, greater 
investments in technology to increase 
automation and increased transparency.

• Adequately fund border security to keep 
Texans safe and pressure the federal 
government to reimburse Texas for law 
enforcement costs.

121
35

Denton

REP. JEFF LEACH • DISTRICT 67

75

121

190

Plano

Allen

R-Plano

Elected: 2012

512-463-0544

jeff.leach@house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Address infrastructure needs such as 
water and aging roadways.

• Reduce the size and scope of 
government by ensuring a more honest 
and open budget process. 

• Prefiled legislation to improve the public 
education system, promote the sanctity 
of life and rekindle respect for the 
Constitution. 

REP. JODIE LAUBENBERG • DISTRICT 89

R-Parker

Elected: Year 2003

512-463-0186

jodie.laubenberg@
house.state.tx.com

Top 3 priorities: 

• File legislation 
that will benefit 
Collin College 
and Children’s 
Health System of 
Texas.

• Work with Governor Abbott to bring 
stronger broder security.

• Pass a budget that ensures that Texas 
remains economically strong and 
vibrant.

75

380

78
Dallas

Recover 10+ Years of Your Strength & Function at

ActiveRx Plano
Finally, exercise and 

strengthening programs 
speci� cally for Senior Adults!

• Experienced,  professional staff
• Small class sizes
• Comfortable, caring environment

Physical therapy 
services are also 

available. Many services 
covered by insurance 

and Medicare.

Call us today! (972) 985-6006
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Complete Installation Available  
Free In-Home Estimate

Why Choose PEEK’S?
• Huge Inventory
• Lifetime Carpet Labor Warranty
• Consumers’ Choice Award 2006-2014 

Since 1969

1-800-NEW-FLOOR

Free In-Home Estimate

CARPET • WOOD
TILE • STONE

2006-2014

www.PeeksCarpet.com

Ask about our New 
SmartStrand “Forever Clean” 
Carpet Sale from Mohawk.

HARDWOOD SALE!!!

Beautiful Plush
Textured Plush
Karastan Plush Carpet
Masland 100% Wool

$2.19 sq ft installed
$1.69 sq ft installed
$2.99 sq ft installed
$4.99 sq ft installed

12” Ceramic Tile

Hand Scraped Hickory    $5.99-$7.99

¾” Solid Red Oak
2¼ strip

IN STOCK

INSTALLED

INSTALLED

sq ft installed

sq ft installed
$9.99

$4.49
sq ft installed

Open Sundays! 10,000 sq ft
of Beautiful Choices
2595 Preston Rd Ste. 200
Frisco, TX 75034
972.712.2341

Look for our Grand Opening 
in Flower Mound!
5701 Long Prairie Road
Flower Mound, TX 75028
Next to Old Navy
972.353.5667

FREE Welcome Home Package on Quick Move-in Homes!*

NEW Homes in Dallas-Fort Worth 
From the $190s 

 
Take advantage of additional savings on all Quick Move-in homes 
during our national Welcome Home Sales Event! Purchase between 
February 1-15 and receive:  
  
• Whirlpool Top Load Washer 
• Whirlpool Dryer 
• Whirlpool Stainless Side-by-Side Refrigerator 
 
Why put off the dream of owning a new home? For a complete list of 
Quick Move-in Homes, contact us today! 
 

For more information, contact 
us at 972.250.5515

ami.edwards@beazer.com

*Offer valid on Quick Move-in Homes sold between 2/1/15 - 2/15/15. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Limit 1 package per home purchase. Maximum value up to $4,000. Home must close by 3/31/15. 
Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. © 2015 Beazer Home

Get more today during Beazer’s Welcome Home Sales Event!

Hear Better • Feel Better 
Live Better

Celia McCormick Au.D.

Stephanie Anderson Au.D.

CALL (972) 468-0640 today
for a free consultation

C
o

it R
d

.

W Spring Creek Pkwy.

St
o

ne
wo

od
 Dr.

4105 W Spring Creek Pkwy, Suite #702 • Plano, TX 75024 • 972-468-0640 • www.familyaud.com

We understand that 
hearing impacts 

your quality of life.
We treat each patient as 

an individual, and treat the 
hearing needs of all ages 
with the latest technology 

available.
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COLLIN  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS

Li
nd

se
y 

Ju
ar

ez

The Collin County Commissioners Court members, from left: Duncan Webb, Precinct 4; 
Chris Hill, Precinct 3; County Judge Keith Self; Cheryl Williams, Precinct 2; and  
Susan Fletcher, Precinct 1.

Meetings
The court meets at  
1:30 p.m. every Monday.

Collin County 
Administration Building, 
2300 Bloomdale Road,  
Ste. 4192, McKinney 
www.co.collin.tx.us.

Recordings
Meeting minutes and 
recordings can be found 
online at 
www.co.collin.tx.us.

Terms and  
compensation
Each commissioner and 
the county judge serve 
four-year terms. The 
commissioners earn 
$95,228.51 annually and 
the county judge earns 
$140,029.05 per you.

PLANO  CITY  COUNCIL

C
o

ur
te

sy
 c

it
y 

o
f P

la
no

The 2014–15 Plano City Council (from left): Jim Duggan, Pat Miner, Deputy Mayor Pro 
Tem Ben Harris, Mayor Pro Tem Lissa Smith, Mayor Harry LaRosiliere, Andre’ Davidson, 
Pat Gallagher, David Downs and City Manager Bruce Glasscock.

Meetings
The Plano City Council 
meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Monday 
of the month. 

Plano Municipal Center 
1520 K Ave. 
972-941-7000 
www.plano.gov

As the city of Plano grows in  
population and continues to  
aggressively pursue economic  
development, Mayor Harry  
LaRosiliere said the city will have 
to continue to focus on “embracing 
the opportunity of our future” and 
the changes it will bring. 

He identified three issues that the 
city explored in 2014 and will face 
again in 2015.

• Water
The city used 18.7 billion gallons of 
water last year. The city is working col-
laboratively with neighboring cities and 
the North Texas Municipal Water District 
to get the Lower Bois d’Arc Creek reser-
voir permitted by the state, which should 
come online in 2020. In 2014 access to 
Lake Texoma was fully restored, which is 
28 percent of the district’s water supply. 

• Transportation
LaRosiliere said transportation funding 
has become a high priority for all levels 
of government. New options such as 
Bus Rapid Transit are being explored as 
possible transit solutions. Plano is  
working collaboratively on expanding 
the intersection of the President George 
Bush Toll Turnpike with US 75 and the 
Dallas North Tollway, which should have 
a positive effect on mobility and conges-

tion in the area. The council also plans to 
continue to aggressively approach repair 
and maintenance of existing thorough-
fares throughout Plano. 

• Housing
As the city continues to grow in popula-
tion, the council will work to preserve 
affordable housing in the city. Plano has 
27,900 units of single-family housing  
valued below $200,000. Of all homes 
less than $200,000, 88 percent were 
built before 1990. The mayor said 
preserving affordable housing is critical 
to meeting Plano’s housing needs and 
keeping Plano competitive for economic  
expansion.

The council will also work to expand the 
supply of housing for small and senior 
households as it is a growing need in 
the community. In Plano, 56 percent of 
households have two or fewer people 
residing together, and 14.9 percent of 
households are headed by a person age 
65 or older.

The region is expected to grow by 3.8 
million people by 2040, according to 
LaRosiliere. He added that meeting a 
reasonable share of housing demand 
created from growth helps better use 
existing infrastructure capacity, reduces 
commuting distances and consumes 
less natural resources.

Live coverage
Meetings are streamed 
live on Plano TV, channel 
16 on Time Warner Cable 
and channels 30 and 31 
on Verizon FiOS. Meetings 
are also available in the 
agenda archives on  
www.plano.gov.

Terms and  
compensation
Council members and the 
mayor may serve four-year 
terms and are limited to 
two consecutive four-year 
terms. The mayor earns 
$16,800 per year while 
council members earn 
$12,000 per year

A look back at 2014 and a look forward to 2015

Top issues for 2015
• Adding courts 

The county is looking to add at least one 
district court and one county court at 
law, plus the associated infrastructure 
for the courts. A vote to approve those 
courts would likely take place at the end 
of 2015. Self said the majority of county 
employees work in the justice system, 
and the majority of the county budget 
goes toward the justice system.

• Indigent defense model revision  
The county will look to revise its indigent 
defense model, which provides financial 
and professional support to indigent 
residents accused of crimes, to be more 
efficient and effective. The county, which 
is required by state law to provide indi-
gent defense services, spent more than 
$8 million in 2014 on indigent defense 
services. A decision on a new model will 
likely be made in the fall with the ap-
proval of the fiscal year 2015–16 county 
budget, Self said. 

• Transportation planning  
The Commissioners Court plans to  
revise its county mobility plan by esti-
mating where the population will be in 20 
to 30 years and work backwards to plan 
for the major highways in the county. The 
current mobility plan does not look as 
far ahead in the future and does not ac-
count for transportation needs once the 
county reaches build-out, Self said. The 
commissioners began discussions to 
revise the plan in December, and plans 
to work with the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments to make further 
revisions.

Big decisions made in 2014
• TAPS bus services 

The county implemented bus services 
through the Texoma Area Paratransit 
System for the elderly, disabled or low-
income families. After contracting with 
TAPS, the bus routes expanded to area 
cities like McKinney, County Judge Keith 
Self said. Other cities in the county have 
also contracted with the transit system 
individually, including Frisco, which 
renewed its contract in 2014 for another 
year. 

• Mental health care advancements
The Commissioners Court advocated 
for an integrated health care system to 
combine mental and physical care. The 
county’s mental health system operates 
under NorthSTAR, a publicly funded be-
havioral health program. A transition to a 
new system would need to come out of 
the 2015 legislative session, Self said. 

• Housing grants  
The county distributed $1 million in 
housing grants to four different charity 
organizations. The organizations provide 
housing for the homeless, abused 
women and others who need emergency 
shelter. Self said this was the best way to 
get the money back into the community 
immediately and provide housing.

• Lowering the tax rate  
The commissioners approved a lower 
property tax rate and refinanced bonds 
to a lower interest rate in 2014. Lowering 
the tax rate to $0.2350 per $100 of prop-
erty value makes 2015 the 22nd year the 
tax rate has not increased and the fifth 
time in eight years the rate decreased.
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While 15th Street from US 75 to  
G Avenue looks like a road project 
on the surface, the project is actually 
focused on infrastructure replacement 
and relocation.

A contractor is working to put in 
new water and sewer lines and 
underground pipes for utility conduits 
are also being installed. 

Oncor Electric Delivery Company is 
relocating its power lines to the rear 
lot lines and other utilities using those 
poles are being run underground. On 
completion, the 15th Street right of 
way will be clear of any overhead lines 
and will look similar to 15th street east 
of Avenue G, with planted trees and 
decorative street lights. 

Also included in the project is the 
installation of a 10-foot-wide brick 
sidewalk on the north side of  
G Avenue, which runs under US 75  
to the trailhead at Spring Creek. 

Lee Stimpson, senior engineer for 
the city of Plano, said the project will 
spruce up the main entry points to 
downtown. 

He said utility work will continue for 
a couple more months before road 
paving can begin. At that point, traffic 
shifts will take place according to 
where paving is taking place. 

Preparation work is being done to 
widen a 6.5-mile stretch of US 75 from 
six lanes to eight lanes from Spring 
Creek Parkway to SH 121. 

Texas Department of Public Safety 
spokeswoman Michelle Releford said 
work is currently being done on the 
retaining wall and to prepare the right 
of way for construction. 

The northbound entrance ramp south 
of Legacy Drive is still closed, and is 
expected to remain closed until early 
March. 

Until it opens, drivers can enter the 
highway on the entrance ramp north  
of Legacy Drive. 

Construction on the $50 million project 
is expected to be completed in early 
2017, Releford said. 

The expansion is being funded by 
regional toll revenue. 

The project to improve five 
intersections along Preston Road 
through Plano is in the works. 
When construction is finished, 
the intersections at Hedgcoxe 
Road, Tennyson Parkway, Parker 
Road, Spring Creek Parkway 
and Headquarters Drive will have 
dedicated right- and left-hand turn 
lanes.  

Hedgcoxe Road and Tennyson 
Parkway are expected to be complete 
by the end of January.

The project at Headquarters Drive 
is still about two months from 
completion. 

The Parker Road project has been 
delayed while a new traffic pole is 
installed and is also waiting on utility 
relocations. 

The Spring Creek Parkway project is 
also waiting on utility relocations and 
a drainage project to be completed 
before the intersection can be 
widened. 

The $4.4 million project is funded by 
regional toll revenue, Collin County 
and the city of Plano.

Reconstruction work is nearing 
completion on the intersection at 
Spring Creek and Independence 
parkways. 

When finished, the intersection will 
have double left-turn lanes and a right-
turn lane in all four traffic directions. 

The projected completion date is 
March 1.

The original plan for the intersection 
was to add an overpass on West 
Spring Creek Parkway. Since the Plano 
City Council decided not to create 
that overpass, the area is now being 
constructed as a normal intersection. 

The first phase of the project, 
which included reconstructing the 
intersection at the Spring Creek 
Parkway and Custer Road intersection, 
was completed in 2014.

The city of Plano and the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments are 
funding the $5.2 million project. 

Preston Road improvements 15th Street Improvements

Spring Creek Parkway intersections

US 75 widening

E. Plano Pkwy.
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The $4 million project is being funded by 
regional toll revenue, Collin County and 
the city of Plano. 
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Plano’s family owned Chevrolet Dealer

SINCE 1924SINCE 1924

888-416-4608 | 1001 Coit Rd • Plano | www.huffi neschevyplano.com
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Announcing the arrival of the 2015 Chevrolet TRAX
The Ultimate Small SUV for navigating

the city streets and beyond!
We invite you to test drive one today!

We will make every attempt to provide a 
loan/courtesy vehicle for each of our service 
guests when scheduling an appointment that 
cannot be performed in 2 hours or less. 

FREE SERVICE LOANERS

Plano’s family owned Chevrolet Dealer

888-416-4608 | 1001 Coit Rd • Plano | www.huffi neschevyplano.com

Announcing the arrival of the 2015 Chevrolet TRAXAnnouncing the arrival of the 2015 Chevrolet TRAX
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the chance to learn about water capture and 
conservation and soil practices. The series is 10 
hours long. Registration is required.  
7–9 p.m. Free. Environmental Education Center, 
4116 W. Plano Parkway. 972-769-4228.  
www.plano.gov

07 Daddy’s Little Sweetheart Dance
Fathers and daughters can enjoy a 

night out with music and dancing. Daughters 
from ages 4–14 years old can participate. 
Registration is required for each person 
attending. 7–9 p.m. $15 per person.  
2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway. 972-941-7740. 
www.plano.gov

07 Citizenship workshop
The Plano Multicultural Outreach 

Roundtable provides guidance to immigrants 
who are not yet citizens. Immigration attorneys 
provide consultations in various languages, and 
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
provides assistance to complete citizenship 
applications. Presentations are made on various 
aspects of becoming a U.S. citizen. 2 p.m. Free. 
Sockwell Center, 6301 Chapel Hill Blvd.  
469-688-5613. www.planomcor.org

08 Midwinter Fire and Ice Soiree
The Na’Di El-Raks dance troupe is 

featured at the belly dance show along with 
performances by other dancers. The ticket 
price covers light snacks. Attendees can bring 
alcohol, and water and soft drinks are available 
for purchase at the show. 7–10 p.m. $15 in 
advance, $20 at the door.  Celebration Event 
Center and Ballroom, 2165 W. Park Blvd.  
www.facebook.com/asundaysoiree

February

04 Landscape for Life Series
The Sustainability and 

Environmental Education Division of the city 
of Plano is hosting the first of five Landscape 
for Life Series classes. Participants will get 

11 Plano career fair
Attendees can connect with 

representatives from 20 different 
companies looking to hire new 
employees. Registration is suggested. 
11 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. Holiday Inn Express 
and Suites Plano East, 700 E. Central 
Parkway. 702-614-9537.  
www.nationalcareerfairs.com

12 Beer Class: Beer 101 – Back to 
Basics

Total Wine and More is hosting a beer tasting 
class for up to 40 attendees understand the 
history, brewing process, ingredients and 
more about beer. Registration is required. 
6:30–8:30 p.m. $15.  
721 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 200, Plano.  
972-943-0767. www.totalwine.com

17 UNIDOS Meeting
The Plano Police Department hosts 

Hispanic members of the community to 
provide more information about the services 
offered by the department. 7–9 p.m. Free. 
Main Police Station, 909 E. 14th St.  
972-424-5678. www.plano.gov

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Plano events at  
impactnews.com/pln-calendar.

To have Plano events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the month.

Online calendar

Compiled by Abigail Allen

Angela’s at the Crosswalk 
1010 E. 15th St. • 972-633 -9500  
www.angelascrosswalk.com
February
06 The Iron Fist of Duncan
07 Andrew Dutton
17 Justin Pickard
20 Madi Davis
21 Vinyl Rewind

Urban Rio Cantina & Grill
1000 E. 14th St., Ste. 100 • 972-422-4466
www.urbanrio.com
February
4  Mickey the Rat
6  Chet Stevens
7  Josh Goode
11 Mickey the Rat
13 Chet Stevens
14 Josh Goode
18 Mickey the Rat
20 Chet Stevens

Featured 
              LIVE MUSIC
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Worth the TRIP

through Feb. 8
‘Odysseo’ by Cavalia 
The international show 

features stunts using horses and 
acrobats on a Hollywood-style movie 
set. Computer graphic images on 
a backdrop the size of three IMAX 
screens change the landscape of 
each performance. The show typically 
lasts 2 1/2 hours and includes a 
20-30-minute intermission. Various 
times. $29.50–$149.50. Dr Pepper 
Ballpark, 7300 Roughriders Trail. 
www.cavalia.net 
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www.kilanfinancial.com

IT’S TAX
TIME!
Our CPA’s provide individual 
and corporate tax planning, 
preparation and representation.

We'll help you prepare and file 
your 2014 returns and suggest 
effective tax strategies to retain 
future income.

Call us today!
972-212-5239
info@kilanfinancial.com

We Sell the Best and 
Service the Rest!

A Step in the Right 
Direction!

469-513-2222
www.CompassAirService.com

• No Interest up to 60 months
• No Down Payment
• Up to 10-year Parts and Labor Warranty
• Free Estimates on new units

Up to 

$1250
TRADE-IN
and 60 Months No Interest

• Trane XV18 and Trane XV20i     
   Systems
• 10 Year Parts and 2 Year
   Labor Warranty
• Plus free Wi-Fi Thermostat

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 60 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$1000
TRADE-IN

and 36 Months 
No Interest

• XR-15-16-17
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Year Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Efficiency Air
   Filter System

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 36 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$500
TRADE-IN

and 12 Months 
No Interest

• XR13 or 14 SEER
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Years Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Efficiency Air
   Filter System

C   MPASS AIR SERVICES
TACLA 43996E
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Michael and Donna Barsky are the husband and wife team that run Texas Star Pharmacy in Plano.
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Texas Star Pharmacy
Pharmacy formulates custom medications

F or the last 28 years Pharmacist 
Donna Barsky has not just been 
dispensing medication, but mak-

ing it as well.
Plano-based Texas Star Pharmacy is a 

“compounding pharmacy,” or a phar-
macy that makes custom-tailored medi-
cations based on what a patient needs.

“What we are able to do is perfectly 
focus the medication on the patient’s 
needs,” said Michael Barsky, Donna’s 
husband and co-owner of the pharmacy.

Compounding pharmacies are a 
relative rarity in the age of big-chain 
pharmacies that typically do not provide 
any compounding services.

What a compounding pharmacist 
typically does is take the active ingredi-
ent in a medication, such as testosterone 
or lidocane, and change the delivery 
method of the medication.

“For instance, if we have a patient that 
is a cancer patient and can’t swallow the 
medication, we can take that medication 
and make it a trans-dermal cream so it 
can be rubbed on the skin and absorbed.” 
Michael said. “We also make a lidocane-
tetracane lollipop so when a kid is going 
in for surgery or something, they can 
suck on the lollipop for a few seconds to 
numb the mouth.”

A compounding pharmacist can also 
create medication for people who are 
allergic to dyes and fillers typically used 
in the drugs or combine multiple medi-
cations into one product.

There are limits to what a compound-
ing pharmacist can do. First off, a pre-
scription is still needed for every medica-
tion, no matter what it is used for.

“We’re not allowed to manufacture 
anything that is in production,” Michael 
said. “So if there is something in produc-
tion, like hydrocodone, I can’t produce 
it unless it’s for a different strength or 
something else, like long-acting.”

Texas Star Pharmacy also maintains 
a clean room, with multiple levels of 
contaminate protection, so sterile inject-
able drugs can be created. Many surgical 
centers and hospitals commonly request 
custom drugs for specific patients and 
specialty surgeries.

Looking to the future, Michael expects 
the popularity of compounding pharma-
cies to explode.

“We have a model that we have been 
developing over the last couple of years—
It’s called the ‘collaborative care’ model,” 
Michael said. “Basically we work with the 
doctor and the patient in developing the 
patient’s solutions.”

“They trust us to not just be a filler 
of prescriptions, but to be apart of the 
medical team. They diagnose and we help 
with the solutions to the problem. In a 
lot of cases, they will take the blood tests, 
send them to Donna, who analyzes them, 
and sends back her recommendations.”

“You’re actually developing solutions 
to people’s health,” Barsky said. “That’s 
what a compounder does.”

All new patients are given the opportu-
nity to take part in a “brown bag session” 
with Donna.

During the session, Donna will visit 
the patients home to see all medications 
the patient is taking, prescription and 
over the counter, in addition to some of 
the food the patient eats.

“We do this because certain drugs 
shouldn’t be taken with juice or any-
thing acidic. A lot of times doctors won’t 
tell them this,” Michael said. Multiple 
doctors can also prescribe two unre-
lated medications that do not interact 
well, which the pharmacy can catch and 
inform the doctor.

Texas Star Pharmacy stocks hundreds 
of medications, both prescription and 
over the counter, in addition to nutri-
tional and orthopedic products.

BUSINESS

The pharmacy can create custom medications tai-
lored from base ingredients such as testosterone.

The pharmacy also fills capsules with custom 
made medication by hand for patients.

By Kyle G. Horst

Texas Star Pharmacy  – Two Plano locations

3033 W. Parker Rd., Ste. 100
Hours: 9 a.m.–6:30 p.m. Mon.–Fri.
9 a.m.–1 p.m. Sat. Closed Sun.
www.texasstarpharmacy.com

W. Parker Rd. 
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Vaccinations for children
Texas Star Pharmacy is a member of the Texas Vaccines for Children 
program, a federal program to vaccinate school-aged children who meet 
eligibility requirements. Vaccinations are administered on a walk-in basis for 
a flat fee of $21.95. The pharmacy has 26 vaccinations ranging from polio to the 
Human Papalioma Virus.

5425 West Spring Creek Pkwy. Ste 190
Hours: 8:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. Mon.–Fri.
Closed Sat and Sun.
www.texasstarpharmacy.com
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1515 Rio Grande | Plano, TX

(855) 496-9522
LiveAtTheWestside.com

Newly Renovated  
Apartment Homes
• Full Black Appliance Package w/ Microwave
• Wood Finish Flooring
• Designer Paint
• Spacious Open Kitchen

Spectacular Amenities Include:
• 5 Saltwater Pools With New Outdoor Furniture
• 3 Outdoor Kitchen Grilling Areas
• Bark Park
• Tennis Court
• State Of The Art Fitness Center
• iLounge Business Center

You will love our amazing transformation within 
the community; great Plano location with 

DART nearby. Children attend the prestigious 
Plano ISD and the community is zoned to 

Shepard Elementary, Wilson Middle School, 
Vines High School, and Plano Senior High.
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Up to $250 gift card for new lease

Let us capture your  
happily ever after!

supremedreamphoto.com  •  214-354-6584

 Wedding Packages starting at $1,999.00 

Call now to book your Consultation and receive 
a FREE Wedding Album 

Follow us on
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S andra Greer and Natalie McDaniel 
never planned to own a restaurant. 
In fact, one had aspirations to be a 

dental hygienist, the other was studying 
to be a nurse. But as fate would have it, 
these two young women found a lifelong 
friendship and a calling through Greek 
cuisine. 

The pair met in 2005 while working for 
Mary and Costa Arabatzis, the original 
owners of Ziziki’s Restaurants in Dallas. 
Greer handled office management and 
restaurant operations, and McDaniel, 
working for Ziziki’s since 2000, was the 
head server at the Preston and Forest 
location. “Natalie and I became close 
friends over the years, and supported 
each other well through various circum-
stances,” Greer said. 

 In 2010, the Arabatzis family 
approached Greer and McDaniel with  
an opportunity to buy the newest loca-
tion in Lakeside Market in Plano off 
Preston Road. The deal included the 
original chef and recipes, and with the 
Ziziki’s name already having the distinc-
tion of being one of the better Greek 
dining establishments around, Greer and 
McDaniel pooled their resources and 
took over the keys.  

“I don’t think it was ever a dream 
for us to own a restaurant,” Greer says. 
“When Mary and Costa proposed the 
idea, we took things into our owns hands 
just to see if it was a possibility. Eight 
months later, we were able to do it.”

Now, the co-owners say it was the best 
decision they ever made. While running 
the restaurant takes a lot of time and 
effort, they treat their guests and staff 
like family and love being restaurateurs 
in Plano. 

With popular dishes such as the sliced 
leg of lamb gyro, rack of lamb and the 
chicken scallopini, diners are coming 
back night after night, Greer said.  

While those dishes may not be entirely 
Greek, she says, “traditional dishes, such 
as the moussaka, pastichio and the bak-
lava (made from passed-down Arabatzis 
family recipes), are very popular among 
the purists.” Ziziki’s is also friendly to 
vegetarian diners with options such as 
a veggie souvlaki, spanakopita and a 
variety of salads.

“It’s nice. It’s our little nook,” McDan-
iel said. “We have so many regulars that 
come in, people we now know as friends 
and we now know their families.”

“That’s one of the best things about it,” 
Greer said. “Sure, you have your stressful 
days, but when the regulars come in, call 
you by your name and you call them by 
theirs, that’s the highlight of our day.”

With many patrons close enough to 
walk to dinner, Greer said people often 
refer to their restaurant as a neighbor-
hood gem. She credits that compliment 
to the fact that Ziziki’s is consistent with 
its fresh food, attentive service and its 
casual, fine dining atmosphere. 

That may sound like an oxymoron, but 
Greer and McDaniel make sure every 
guest gets top-notch service without hav-
ing to suit up. They want their customers 
to feel like they are on a fabulous dining 
journey together, but Ziziki’s is in the 
driver’s seat, so all the customer has to do 
is sit back, relax and enjoy. Opa!

Ziziki’s Plano

Co-owners Sandra Greer and Natalie McDaniel took ownership of Ziziki’s Plano in 2010.

Nestled inside Lakeside Market in Plano, Ziziki’s offers indoor and outdoor seating for its guests. 

The salmon souvlaki includes roasted potatoes. 
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Ziziki’s Plano
Restaurant focuses on fresh Greek cuisine

DINING

5809 Preston Road
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
www.zizikisplano.com

Ziziki’s brunch
Ziziki’s serves a full brunch 
buffet on Sundays from  
11 a.m.–3 p.m.

Menu includes:
• Greek salad
• Ziziki bread
• Artichoke hummus
• Eggs
• Pancakes
• Smoked salmon
• Lamb
• Grecian chicken
• Spanakopita
• Baklava

Cost: $21.95 per adult, $8.95 for kids 
3–12 years old, Kids under 3 eat free 
at buffet. Champagne and Mimosas 
are included.

By Chris Libby
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W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Parker Rd. 

$100 OFF
any safe $1500 and up.* Must mention Community Impact

*Certain Restrictions Apply.

 Offer Expires 2/25/15
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Saturday, May 16, 2015 - 6:30 p.m.
Dr Pepper Arena, Frisco

www.friscofamilyservices.org/gala

featuring

Jack & Carol Wilson

Mike & Cyndi Mullen
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Jamee Jolly
President and CEO, 
Plano Chamber of 
Commerce

J amee Jolly, Plano Chamber of 
Commerce president and CEO, 
says she sees opportunity on the 

horizon in 2015. With two major corpo-
rations moving their headquarters to the 
city, Jolly said the change and growth in 
Plano is good news for businesses.

Jolly has been the chamber presi-
dent and CEO for about four years. She 
previously worked for the Greater Dallas 
Restaurant Association and the Collin 
County Association of Realtors.

What can businesses look  
forward to in Plano this year?

Obviously, we’ve had some pretty big 
announcements happen in 2014 with 
Toyota moving [its] North America head-
quarters here to Plano and bringing 4,000 
jobs to our community over the next few 
years, and also FedEx Office. ...I think 
our local business community will all 
benefit from those new companies com-
ing to town. Maybe you own a printing 
company–there will be an opportunity 
to partner with some of these compa-
nies. Maybe you’re a realtor, and we have 
people who need homes moving to our 
community from outside of North Texas. 
You’re going to see across every spectrum 
of our membership and our business 
industry [an] impact with all the different 
opportunities coming in the near future.

Talk about the rebranding that 
the chamber went through in 
the past year.

We just finished up a three-year strate-
gic plan. One of the things that came out 
of this was a discussion of who we want 
to be and what is the next phase of our 

development as an organization. If you 
look at the new logo, one of the things 
that [is readily apparent] is there’s a 
design in the logo, and it started out that 
those were individual bars. We saw those 
bars as representing different organiza-
tions within the community. It might be 
the business community or the nonprofit 
sector, the educational community, or 
our local government. We realized that 
we wanted to show that there’s continu-
ity. You’ll notice the bars are overlapped, 
which is to show that there is collabora-
tion. 

What is the chamber’s main 
goal for 2015?

I feel like our job as a chamber is to 
continue to provide opportunity and 
resources for people to be able to grow 
their business. [We also want to help or 
members] grow themselves profession-
ally, personally and make connections 
within our community. This next year, 
we will start to see an influx of employees 
from places that are outside of Texas. Part 
of our job is also going to be helping new 
citizens connect with our community. 
The other thing is we’re growing. This 
past year, we’ve seen a 9 percent growth 
[rate] in our membership, which comes 
with challenges. We need to be able 
to provide the same level of customer 
service and the same level of resources to 
our members as we’ve done in the past. 
We’ve ramped up our staffing and added 
a new position to be able to support that. 
We’re making sure that we are listening 
to our constituency, which is the business 
community, what their needs are and 
being responsive to those needs.

PEOPLE

By Lindsey Juarez
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Jamee Jolly, Plano Chamber of Commerce president and CEO, stands in the resource room in front of the 
business cards of chamber members. The chamber’s membership grew by 9 percent in FY 2014.

The Plano Chamber of Commerce recently 
unveiled a new logo with its  
“One vision. One Voice” slogan.

EWING BUICK GMC 

469.331.9529
4464 West Plano Parkway, Plano, TX 75093

ewingbuickgmc.com 

$29.95 OIL 
CHANGE AND TIRE 

ROTATION.
INCLUDES DEXOS OIL. MUST PRESENT 

COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE UP.

Expires Feb. 28, 2015

GM Supplier Price 
for everyone

on all 2014 and 2015 Sierra’s. 
In stock only.

In stock only, expires 2/28/15

Visit www.ewingbuickgmc.com 
for more details

Happy New Year
from Ewing Buick GMC

W. Plano Pkwy.
15th St.

Plano Pkwy.
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Compiled by Lindsey Juarez
Michael Morris said he doesn’t like to 

the same thing twice, which is why being 
the director of transportation for the North 
Central Texas Council of Governments is 
an attractive position for him.

Morris said the Dallas-Fort Worth 
metropolitan area keeps transportation 
interesting, and every day is a different 
challenge because of the diverse nature of 
the growing region.

Morris has been with the NCTCOG, the 
metropolitan planning organization for 
the region, since 1979, the same year he 
received his Masters in Civil Engineering 
from State University of New York at Buf-
falo. He’s been the director of transporta-
tion since 1990.
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Michael Morris is the transportation director for the North Central Texas Council of Governments. 

Michael Morris
North Central Texas Council of Governments 
Director of Transportation

What are the biggest issues you 
think face transportation today in 
the North Texas region?

Money is probably one. You’ll never 
have enough money, so constraints breed 
innovation. Our No. 1 issue is probably 
revenues. Second is probably the demand. 
[Approximately] 6.8 million people live in 
the region. We grow at 100,000 people a 
year—that’s a million people a decade—
and have since 1960. Three million more 
people are on their way. Our office as the 
metropolitan planning organization is 
responsible for that growth. [We] don’t 
have the luxury to look out the window 
and plan for tomorrow. We have to stand 
up and plan for 10 1/2 million people and 
try to do the right thing today for 10 1/2 
million people in the future. [Also], I wish 
we had a communication system... where 
you can really debate the real issues instead 
of debate what we call “tennis journalism” 
where someone captures a quote and hits 
it into the other person’s court, and then 
they’re trying to respond, and they hit it 
back. These are really important issues, 
and they’re very complicated issues. So, the 

ability of actually communicating, debat-
ing really the future of the region—which 
is so important—that will be our third 
challenge.

Where did the toll-road-funding 
model originate for the region? 

In the early ’80s, the federal government 
changed our rules and regulations on how 
we develop a plan. Previous to that, in the 
’70s and early ’80s, if a project was war-
ranted, we would put it in our transporta-
tion plan. Our transportation plan always 
had everything: we had all these rail lines 
and roadways... This plan has eight times 
or 10 times what we actually can afford. 
The federal government said, “In your 
rules and regulations, you’re misleading 
people,” to which we agreed 100 percent. 
I think the best thing the federal govern-
ment ever did was require plans... You 
can’t put anything in the transportation 
plan that is not financially constrained. 
We looked at this maintenance issue that 
TxDOT was facing. All of our money came 
off the top, we put it into maintenance, 
we had very little money left over, and we 
said, “We still have to build a rail system, 
build more thoroughfare streets.” The only 
way our region’s going to survive–and 
thank God we did this–is if we have any 
additional capacity, it’s going to have to 
be tolled. The three rules in the early ’90s 
we came up with was any new roadway 
or right-of-way would be a toll road, any 
additional lanes to a current freeway we 
would make express lanes and toll—we call 
those tolled managed lanes—and we would 
never convert a free lane into a toll lane in 
the region. 

What are your thoughts on the recent 
passage of Proposition 1?

As an engineer and as a government 
employee, we couldn’t tell people how they 
should vote. But, we’re clapping inside. 

We’re happy Proposition 1 passed for two 
reasons. One, it’s $1.75 billion a year for the 
first year (we’ll see where gasoline prices 
go). For our region, that’s probably $300 
to $400 million for our share of the $1.75 
billion... But, more importantly, No. 2, is 
the pendulum. We’ve been short revenues 
for so long... Our elected officials would 
like to see this pendulum swing back more 
as a pay-as-you-go, more of a traditional 
system. So, this takes us 20 percent of the 
way back... So, Prop. 1 is a very positive 
first step.

What will be the future of rail for the 
North Texas region?

 We tried six or eight years ago with the 
legislature to create a local option revenue 
source for us to expand rail... This is the 
message for Frisco. This is the message that 
Grapevine already understood, and they 
signed up for with the TexRail line... Rich-
ardson and Plano obviously understood 
it... If you talk to those mayors, passenger 
rail equals economic development. It’s a 
marketing tool as well as a transportation 
mode... Just think about this. More people 
will locate in Collin County in the next 
25 years than live there today. That’s a 100 
percent increase. You are not going to solve 
all of Collin County’s transportation needs 
on the back of an inadequate roadway 

revenue system. More tools, like rail, are 
going to have to be developed. Cities are 
going to have to build more mixed-use 
developments... create more walkable com-
munities. The debate we’re having is do 
we bring up the local option election back 
again? Do we create a new institutional 
structure to build regional rail? Do we have 
conversations with the legislature right 
now? Money that is in the state TxDOT 
fund can’t be used for transit because it’s 
roadway-only. Do we have some conver-
sations with them about the flexibility 
of moving some of that to rail? You first 
should say, “You don’t want to move too 
much money because you have this very 
delicate roadway funding balance. So, it’s 
not like we have a whole bunch of extra 
roadway money we can move to rail.” I 
probably should have added in my first 
challenge... the difficulty of getting to rail 
because we have so many things against us 
with regard to constitutionality of money 
and funds not being eligible for mass tran-
sit. We’ve got of our hands tied behind our 
backs. There are some people in the state 
who think rail is just a horrible investment. 
Then, if you ask the mayor of Richardson, 
she’ll tell you, “I have rail because my com-
munity wins with economic development.’ 
Those of us in transportation think it’s a 
great, reliable way for the future. 

Donate now to make a difference!
“Our family has been overly blessed with the rich knowledge 
and support of The Arc to assist us in navigating a tumultuous 
school system.  Without The Arc’s efforts and support, 
Mackenzie would not have received the Special Education 
Services she needed. We created a Transition to Adulthood 
Program that I consider outside of the box and totally 
individualized! The staff support and referrals given to me by 
The Arc are the only way this happened. I was well armed to 
advocate for change!  Not only is life better for my daughter 
Mackenzie, but other children who follow that can use this 
program.
Mackenzie has now developed vocational skills by working as 
an intern at McDonalds, a Senior Living Center, a church day 

care program and the public library. She balances her income and expenses on her iPad 
and is becoming much more independent in all areas of life. This could NOT have occurred 
if I did not have the encouragement of The Arc to advocate on behalf of Mackenzie and 
more importantly be given the tools on how to do so.”

WAYS TO DONATE:

 

www.TheArcofTexas.org

Call 214-337-8900.

Call 877-272-1236.
Make a financial donation at

Donate your vehicle! 
We take care of all the paperwork 
& the pickup. 

Donate your gently used clothing 
& small household goods!

For people with intellectual and
developmental disabilitie

The Arc of Collin, Dallas 
& Rockwall Counties

12700 Hillcrest, Dallas, TX
214-634-9810

www.arcdallas.org

8001 Centre Park Dr., Suite 100 
Austin, TX

512-454-6694
www.thearcoftexas.org

Thank you for supporting The Arc of Texas!
The Arc of Texas works tirelessly at the Texas State Capitol and within the community to ensure that Mackenzie 
can continue to live an independent life by ensuring the services and support she needs in order to be an active 
and involved member of his community. Your contributions make it possible for us to continue bringing a voice to 
children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Thank you for helping us make a difference.
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the economy, job market, crime level and welfare of the 
population. LaRosiliere said the council put a plan into 
action at the beginning of 2014 that focuses on the needs 
of citizens and investing in the city as it grows.

“The council has a clear vision of who we want to be 
and what we want for the city,” he said. “And that’s a city 
that is vibrant, safe, very mobile with endless cultural 
and educational opportunities for our citizens.”

With more than 150,000 people working within the 
city limits during the day and more to come with nine 
companies committing to creating almost 6,000 jobs, 
LaRosiliere said the council will have to focus on making 
sure the city adjusts adequately.

“Our main goal is embracing our future,” he said. “We 
are experiencing a renaissance with an infusion of new 
employees and families, and we have to do the things we 
need to in order to keep them or they will go somewhere 
else.”

LaRosiliere said in 2015 the council is making invest-
ments to make sure the city remains well run. The coun-
cil allocated $57 million in its budget to be used toward 
improvements on roads, medians, intersections and light 
poles. 

It is also continuing with the Great Update Rebate pro-
gram, which started last year as a way to assist homeown-
ers with the financial burden of caring for older homes. 
In the six months since its implementation, 66 projects 
have been approved with a total investment of $1.6 mil-
lion in Plano’s neighborhoods.

“Going forward, we want to continue providing ameni-
ties citizens are asking for,” he said. “Demographically we 
are changing—we have a segment that is aging. We also 
have 40 percent of our population under the age of 34, so 
they are going to require completely different amenities, 

housing, entertainment and healthcare–[which will cre-
ate] a challenge that we will have to embrace.”

Safest city
Of all of the accolades and awards the city received in 

2014, LaRosiliere said he is most proud of Plano ranking 
No. 1 safest city with a population of over 250,000 for four 
years straight by Movoto Real Estate.

David Tilley, Plano Police Department public informa-
tion officer, will tell anyone that Plano is safe because of 
the community, and the police officers who not only work 
in Plano, but live here as well.

“One of the most important things is the community 
partnership,” Tilley said. “We have a good, strong rela-
tionship with the community. They are our eyes and ears, 
and we depend on them to let us know when something 
doesn’t look right. Our working relationship is superior.”

Tilley also said residents are getting more engaged by 
participating in the Citizens Police Academy, being active 
in a neighborhood crime watch, having the PPD come 
out and do free home security assessments and through a 
website called www.nextdoor.com.

“The website allows a resident in any subdivision to 
sign up and communicate with other residents in the 
neighborhood,” he said. “They can share things like sug-
gestions for baby sitters, lost pets or something as serious 
as there is a suspicious car sitting down the street. I can 
post on there and let the neighborhood know if police are 
having a problem in the city or in their neighborhood. I 
even post safety tips.”

Tilley said so far 17,000 people in more than 200 neigh-
borhoods have signed up.

‘One of the healthiest cities in America’
TIME Magazine named Plano one of the 10 healthiest 

cities in America when considering fitness, nutrition and 
aging well.

Mary Jo Dean, director of community relations for 
Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital Plano said it is because 
of informed citizens and numerous health establishments 
that Plano is a leading city in health care.

“We have a very educated community that knows the 
importance of eating right, exercising, getting annual 
checkups and doing those things to make sure they live a 
healthy life,” she said. “We are also very fortunate that we 
have four major hospitals in the community that provide 
citizens with high-quality care.”

 Dean also added Plano is a healthy city because it has 
numerous recreation centers and a great parks system.

Amy Fortenberry, director of the Parks and Recreation 
Department, said she believes her department plays a vital 
role in helping locals get active, which helps residents stay 
healthy.

“We provide 24-hour access for citizens to get exer-
cise through our trails,” she said. “It was the No. 1 thing 
requested by our residents. We have more than 70 miles 
of recreation trail throughout the city. Essentially, there 
should be one park in every square mile of the city.”

Fortenberry added residents can also burn calories and 
get fit at the city’s four recreation centers and eight pools 
for a low cost.

The department also was recognized as one of the four 
finalists for the National Recreation and Park Association’s 
National Gold Medal Award honoring the top four parks 
and recreation agencies in the nation.

Fortenberry said the city’s investment in the department 
has allowed it to rise to the top and will help it remain there.

“A lot of places stepped back from focusing on their 
parks during the recession,” she said. “We were so glad that 
we didn’t have to, and we have improved our efficiency and 
kept up with upgrades and maintenance over the years. We 
also make sure that city management always has profes-
sional development opportunities, which allows them to 
gain new techniques and ideas. Often, we are not getting 
ideas, but providing innovating ideas for other people.”

Awards
Continued from | 1

Best Run City

CRIME Plano Avg. City in 
Texas*

Murder 3 19

Rape 47 118

Robbery 106 692

Aggravated Assault 190 1,117

Burglary 970 3,043

Larceny 4,801 10,492

Auto Theft 255 1,269

Health & Wellness

Average response time to 911 call
Plano’s Medical Facilities

4 hospitals
10 urgent care facilities

3 freestanding ERs
All priority: 7.3 minutes

Priority one: 4.61 minutes

1 chief of police
2 assistant chiefs

4 captains
14 lieutenants

[13th lowest in the country]

13 stations
More than 335 personnel

Police department

Unemployment rate: 6.9%

54.2% of persons age 25+ have a 

bachelor’s degree or higher.

66 projects approved with 
a total investment of  

$ 1.6 million in Plano’s neighborhoods 

12 million square feet
of corporate headquarters and 

regional office space

Fire department

*with population over 100,000 Based on 2013 annual statistics. 

Safety

150,000 people
working within 

city limits

with nine more 
companies 

committing to 
creating almost

6,000 
more jobs

PLANO

Sources: City of Plano, Plano Police Department, Plano Chamber of Commerce, 2010 United States census, Plano Parks and Recreation, Texas Department of Public Safety

Community parks 
1,324.13 acres

Special use
46.57 acres Neighborhood parks

249.13 acres

Open space preserves
1324.13 acres

Golf courses
461.06 acres

Linear parks 
629.27 acres

Acres of public
green space

Great Update Rebate

38 sergeants
289 officers 

237 civilian staff
585 total staff

upon arrival.

   Tell us what  
     you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Design by Virginia Otto-Hayes
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rice field

15th Street

This former Plano ISD football field will have single-
family homes constructed on its 5.2 acres of land.
City cost: $250,000

Timeline: Construction to finish in 2017

The roadway will be reconstructed from G Avenue to US 75 with a 10-foot-
wide hike and bike lane on the north side of the street. Overhead power 
lines will be relocated behind properties. Other utilities will either be 
moved behind properties or buried underground.

City cost: $4 million
Timeline: Construction to finish in February 2016

Courtyard theater 
parking lot
A defined entrance will be added to the parking lot as 

well as additional parking spaces. Landscaping will 
separate the parking lot from the alley. 
City cost: $232,000

Timeline: Construction to finish March 2015

    Downtown Plano revitalization

Line through downtown Plano. City leaders recog-
nized the business opportunities of a rail line and 
began plans to transform downtown into a new 
urban center, Turner said.

DART sparks new energy
Eastside Village I, a 234-unit apartment commu-

nity that also contains 15,000 square feet of retail 
space, was the first major revitalization project in 
anticipation of the extended DART line, Turner 
said. When the development opened in 2001, he said 
many people were skeptical 
of the benefit it would bring 
to downtown.

But more businesses and 
restaurants began moving 
to downtown in response 
to the development and the 
DART line. The apartment  
complex was such a success 
that developer Amicus Part-
ners wanted to do another 
downtown project, which led to Eastside Village II 
opening in 2002, Turner said. 

When development happens in downtown Plano, 
it will only spur more development in the area, said 
Jamee Jolly, Plano Chamber of Commerce president 
and CEO.

“I think that’s just a chain reaction and domino 
effect that we’ll continue to see over the next few 
years,” she said. “People will see downtown Plano as 
an opportunity.”

A mix of younger adults and empty-nesters are 
moving into the urban mixed-use developments in 
downtown Plano, Turner said.

“Over the last 15 or 20 years, the population as 
a whole has become a lot more interested in urban 
environments,” he said. “They like walkable commu-
nities. They like to be able to go shop to shop, even 
restaurant to restaurant or bar to bar.”

This trend in urban environments has spurred 
developments similar to Eastside Village I, including 
Junction 15 Apartments, a mixed-use development 
that opened this year.

But the new business culture in downtown has 
also been notable, Turner said. 

Last year, the City Council approved a public 
improvement district in downtown. Starting this 

year, the district will collect 15 cents per $100 of a 
property owner’s taxable value based on 2014 assess-
ment values that will fund a variety of improvement 
projects.

Bonnie Shea, Historic Downtown Plano Asso-
ciation president, said the business culture today is 
returning to what it was in the late 1800s, which is a 
network of merchants working together.

“I definitely think that’s what’s being recreated 
today: a place where the whole community can 
come hang out together,” she said. “It doesn’t matter 
what generation you’re in. In this community, you’re 
going to feel comfortable.”

Schell said he is excited to see business owners 
working together through the PID and new busi-

nesses coming in with the new 
developments.

“There’s been a real regenesis 
in the growth of downtown and 
the viability of downtown with 
new tenants and bringing in 
more shops,” he said. “…I’m glad 
to see it finally happen.”

Future of downtown
Even after the current revital-

ization projects are finished, more development will 
be on the horizon, Turner said.

A proposed rail line running from Fort Worth to 
Plano called the Cotton Belt may set a station at 12th 
Street and DART’s Red Line. 

This station could spark another development 
influx similar to when DART extended its rail line 
through downtown.

Turner said he also sees development opportuni-
ties along J and K avenues, which run parallel to the 
DART rail line.

The city is conducting a parking study to see how 
it can alleviate parking congestion as more develop-
ments open in downtown, Turner said. He said the 
city might consider options such as using valet park-
ing in the future.

Turner said the city is learning lessons through 
downtown’s revitalization and seeing how to become 
an urban community.

“Downtown kind of lost its relevance to the com-
munity,” he said. “It was the beginning of the city, 
but it became forgotten. But over the last 15 years, 
it’s reasserted itself.”

Revitalization
Continued from | 1

“We have people 
knocking on our door 
literally every day 
who are interested in 
downtown.” 
 - Frank Turner, deputy city manager

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Source: City of Plano
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The roadway will be reconstructed from G Avenue to US 75 with a 10-foot-
wide hike and bike lane on the north side of the street. Overhead power 
lines will be relocated behind properties. Other utilities will either be 
moved behind properties or buried underground.

City cost: $4 million
Timeline: Construction to finish in February 2016

Saigling House

McCall PlazA

Junction 15 Apartments

Municipal center South & 
cobwebs building

New Parking Signs

This historic house in Haggard Park will be repurposed for an 
arts and cultural center. The porch at the rear of the house 
will become an events space for concerts and exhibits. 

City cost: $3 million
Timeline: Construction to finish fall 2016

A two-directional, covered stage will be constructed in the 
plaza for outdoor performances. 
City cost: $1.5 million

Timeline: Construction to finish October 2015

This development features retail space and 280 
apartment units. The project is a public-private 
partnership between Southern Land, Plano, DART and 
the North Central Texas Council of Governments.

City cost: $1.7 million
Total project cost: $32 million
Timeline: Now open

Once the Parks and Recreation Department moves into its new 
facility in Oak Point Park, these buildings will be redeveloped into 
a mixed-use development with apartments, retail and restaurant 
space and a parking garage.

City cost: $3 million
Timeline: Construction to finish in fall 2016

Blue signs with the universal P parking 
symbol have been installed to show 
where public parking is located.
City cost: $84,000

Timeline: Project is completed
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    Downtown Plano revitalization MAP NOT 
TO SCALE
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NOW
HIRING

Submit your resume to jobs@impactnews.com

EDITORIAL, SALES & DESIGN POSITIONS

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.
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REAL ESTATE

Located in the heart of Plano, the newly 
renovated Westside Apartments have 
convenient access to Collin Creek Mall, 
and are just minutes away from US 75 and 
President George Bush Turnpike. Exterior 
renovations were completed in the summer, 
with interior renovations now complete in 
many of the units. 

This month’s listings include homes from 
Pebble Brook at Willow Bend and Lakeside on 
Preston.

The Westside Apartments

5605 Northbrook Drive  $1,475,000

4 Bedroom / 4 Full, 2 Half Baths 6,209 sq. ft. 
Agent: Ebby Halliday  972-715-0190 
The O’Gorman Group, Cindy O’Gorman

5108 Forest Grove Lane   $1,095,000 
5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath 5,516 sq. ft. 
Agent: Ebby Halliday  972-715-0190 
The O’Gorman Group, Cindy O’Gorman

NEWLY RENOVATED RECENT LISTINGS

  
Address: 1515 Rio Grande Drive

Renovations: Multimillion dollar renovation 
project, including designer paint, new flooring, 
new hardware, all black appliances and espresso 
cabinets 

Total units: 412

Square footage:  569 sq. ft.–1,130 sq. ft.

Monthly rent: 1 bedroom unit starting from $865  
2 bedroom units starting from $1,100

Amenities: dog park, pet spa, fitness center, 
playground, five saltwater pools, clubhouse, tennis 
court, car port option

Schools: Shepard Elementary, Wilson Middle 
School, Vines High School, Plano Senior High

493

Homes on 
the market*

$4,914

Median annual 
property taxes

$260,000

Median 
home value

51

Average days 
on the market*

246

Homes under 
contract*

$108.88

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (Jan. 16, 2015)

Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023

Less than $149,999 96/62 7/44 – – 2/54 9/28

$150,000–$199,999 14/38 10/50 5/18 1/NA 7/43 27/24

$200,000–$299,999 23/34 39/45 15/45 11/40 27/40 46/44

$300,000–$399,999 27/64 9/43 17/53 13/30 24/56 15/35

$400,000–$499,999 9/120 1/NA 24/64 20/63 13/84 –

$500,000–$599,999 – 3/170 14/63 3/142 2/10 –

$600,000–$799,999 – – 18/135 6/77 – –

$800,000–$999,999 – – 12/71 7/116 – –

$1 million + 1/NA – 20/154 8/217 – –

Price 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold  Dec. 2013 vs.  Dec. 2014
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121

289

635

75

PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURNPIKE

75025

75074

75094

75024

75093

75023

75075 Plano

Sources: Market data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County 
Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real Estate 
Information System, or NTREIS. Property tax data courtesy of 
Collin County Central Appraisal District and the office of Collin 
County Tax Assessor-Collector. Renovation data courtesy of 
Resource Residential.

–

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

*City of Plano 
average residental 
market data as of 

1/22/15

P
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 T
he

 O
’G

o
rm

an
 G

ro
up

P
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 R
es

o
ur

ce
 R

es
id

en
tia

l

Westside Apartments

CHAD LEMONS
NMLS #315006

p: 214.872.4442
c: 214.629.6172

clemons@firstratefin.com
FirstRateFin.com

FIRST RATE FINANCIAL, LLC
A FIRST RATE

MORTGAGE LOAN
EXPERIENCE

FRASER
REALTY
GROUP

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? WE CAN HELP!

MATHEW FRASER

Realtor® | Broker | Owner

214.995.1269
mathew@fraserreatlygroup.com
FraserRealtyGroup.com
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5605 Northbrook Drive  $1,475,000

4 Bedroom / 4 Full, 2 Half Baths 6,209 sq. ft. 
Agent: Ebby Halliday  972-715-0190 
The O’Gorman Group, Cindy O’Gorman

Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



P
LA

N
O

 E
D

ITIO
N

SM

For Complex Brain & Spine Care.

themedicalcenterofplano.com   |   3901 West 15th St, Plano,  TX  75075   |   972.596.6800 |   Physician Referrals: 1.855.665.TMCP

The place to go for the highest level of comprehensive neurological care. 

• The first designated Comprehensive Stroke Center in Collin,
Denton and Dallas Counties

• One of the first BrainSUITE® iMRI facilities worldwide,
for less invasive brain tumor surgeries

• The most advanced life-savings technology & leading-edge therapies
• A renowned team of neuroscience experts
• One of the largest neurological care facilities in the country
• All of the resources you expect from a Level II Trauma Center


