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As city officials prepare for Plano’s future, redevelopment and 
urbanization appear at the top of citizens’ and staffs’ priority lists 

Plano seeking public feedback in 
creation of new comprehensive plan

Officials discuss road needs, Proposition 1

November ballot measure 
aims to drive road funding

By Brett Thorne and Krista Wadsworth
A proposition on the Nov. 4 

ballot could help repair the state’s 
ailing highway system, including 
heavily traveled roads in North 
Central Texas.

The Regional Transportation 
Council of the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments 
estimates the North Central 
Texas area will grow by 3 million 
people by 2035, placing a greater 
demand on already stressed and 
aging roadways. 

RTC statistics show that gas tax 
rates—which along with registra-
tion fees and federal funds com-
prise the State Highway Fund—
have not kept pace with inflation 
of commodity prices. Since 1991 
the purchasing power of trans-
portation revenue has declined 
by 65 percent, which translates 

to a potential loss in revenue of 
$750 million per year.

“We are getting no increase 
in traditional revenue,” said 
Amanda Wilson, public involve-
ment manager for the RTC. “The 
gas tax rates have stayed the 
same.”

Proposition 1 would amend 
the Texas Constitution so as to 
divert some of the taxes paid by 
the state’s oil and gas companies 
to the SHF, which helps fund 
the Texas Department of Trans-
portation. The state comptrol-
ler’s most recent estimate pegs 
TxDOT’s potential windfall from 
the proposition’s passage at about 
$1.7 billion in the first year alone.

Currently 75 percent of the 
severance tax—essentially a pro-
duction tax paid by oil and gas 

by Renee Hansen
Plano city staff is seeking public input 

throughout the month of November as it col-
laborates with City Council and the Planning 
and Zoning Commission to overhaul the 
city’s comprehensive plan created in 1986.

The plan, dubbed “Plano Tomorrow,” is a 
way for the city to incorporate the visions of 
residents, businesses and public officials to 
create a road map for Plano’s future, said Lori 
Schwarz, comprehensive planning manager. 
The plan is designed to provide a framework 

See Proposition 1 | 16

See Public feedback | 25

Source: Move Texas Forward

RAINY DAY ROAD RELIEFRAINY DAY ROAD RELIEF

The proposition 
also requires 
TxDOT to identify 
$100 million of 
administrative 
savings to begin 
paying down the 
department’s  
debt.

The funds can only be used for new construction 
and maintenance of the state highway system.  

The funds cannot be used for toll roads.

If passed, Senate Joint Resolution 1, 
which will appear on the November 
ballot as Proposition 1, will provide 
about $1.7 billion annually to the 

State Highway Fund.

That money will come from a production  
tax paid by the state’s oil and gas companies,  
75 percent of which would normally flow 
into the state’s  
Rainy Day Fund.  
Under Proposition 1,  
37.5 percent would  
go to the Rainy Day  
Fund and another  
37.5 percent would  
go to transportation  
projects.

Oil and gas 
production tax

State Highway 
Fund

Rainy Day Fund
37.5%

37.5%

Education 
funding

25%

COUPONS
LISTED ON PAGE 27

for both the city’s physical environment and 
socio-economic factors.

Schwarz said the planning department is 
not only working to obtain public feedback, 
but to also educate Plano residents about the 
changes in downtown and improvements 
throughout the city.

“We’re going to be telling Plano’s story. 
We’re going to be talking about the Plano 
of yesterday, Plano today and then giving 
them our vision of the future,” Schwarz said.  
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Collin Creek Mall, once a bustling area along U.S. 75, 
is now a target for redevelopment.
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WHO WE ARE

WHY IS IT FREE?

WHO GETS IT?

Publishers and founders John and Jennifer Garrett began  
Community Impact Newspaper after realizing the need for 
news with a hyperlocal focus in north Austin. It has grown 
to include eight editions in Central Texas and six in the west 
Houston area. The Dallas/Fort Worth area has editions in 
Grapevine/Colleyville/Southlake/Westlake and in Frisco. Now 
this same unbiased coverage is being distributed to residents 
in Plano. 

Readers will not be billed because the paper is ad supported. 
Editorial content is never paid for and has a journalistic integ-
rity uncommon for a free publication.

The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and businesses in 
the coverage area. We do not mail to post office boxes, but 
copies are available at the Plano Chamber of Commerce, at 
the Community Impact Newspaper office in Frisco and online 
at impactnews.com. 
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informed citizens and thriving businesses through 

the collaboration of a passionate team. Now, with 17 
markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth 

metro areas, the paper is distributed to more than  
1.25 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
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Those of us who live 
in Plano feel something 
happening in the air, and 
it’s not just the fierce fall 
breeze bringing lower 
temperatures. Rather, 
it’s a buzz that comes 
from the boom of growth 
within the city. Plano 
remains at the forefront 
of the surge of new jobs 
and opportunities for 
families to relocate and 

make their home in Collin County, which grows by 
approximately 74 new people per day. Continued corpo-
rate development, and subsequent residential develop-
ment, brings challenges to local and state governments 
as they work to serve the needs of their citizens. 

In this issue of Community Impact Newspaper, we 
provide an election guide listing voting locations and 
ballot information so that you can be informed as you 
make critical voting decisions.  

See Page 11 for education, where you will find  
Plano ISD testing performance data, feeder maps and 
important safety information throughout the district.

Editor Renee Hansen’s cover story about Plano’s new 
comprehensive plan provides answers to questions, such 
as: what a comprehensive plan is and how it will affect 
you. In the coming weeks, city staff will also present 
four public meetings to inform Plano residents of the 
progress and components of the plan, encouraging 
resident engagement. 

We aim to provide a balance of news that informs you 
of things happening now that affect your daily life, as 
well as prepare you for Plano’s future as it is takes shape.

Thank you to those who reached out via phone and 
email this past month to share your appreciation for the 
arrival of an unbiased, useful news source to Plano. The 
quality reporting you find on these pages will be in your 
mailbox month after month. If you can’t wait until next 
month’s edition, please “like” our Facebook page or fol-
low us on Twitter.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

TAKE THE POLL

What are you most interested in as Plano 
updates its comprehensive plan?

  Increased mobility

  New employment centers and commercial development

  More redevelopment of older homes and businesses 

  More open space

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/pln-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

The city of Plano is in the process of overhauling its outdated 
comprehensive plan from 1986, and several components listed 
include land use, transportation and housing. 

READER COMMENT
Water rates rise as residents’ usage falls 
(Volume 1, Issue 1)

“Let’s face it, water lines need [to be] flushed to keep the water 
inside those pipes at the optimal hygienic level for consump-
tion. I get it. What I don’t get is that fire hydrants in my area 
have been hooked up, by city of Plano employees, to fire hoses 
that are fed into the sanitary sewer system and those hydrants 
are just gushing water 24/7. Who do you think is going to pay 
for that water bill?”  

—KC

LOCATED IN THE HEART 
OF FRISCO, TX

WEDDINGS • CORPORATE • SPECIAL EVENTS

NORTHWEST CORNER OF STONEBROOK PKWY AND DNT •  FRISCO, TEXAS 75034  •  (972) 837-8034  •  WWW.VERONAVILLA.COM

 NOW BOOKING! FOLLOW US ON        
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events for businesses, weddings and special 
occasions with an array of services and 
amenities included. 214-984-7971.  
www.mynoahs.com 

3    Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit 
Union, the second largest credit union in 
Texas, expanded in Collin County with a 
new location at 1801 N. Dallas Parkway, 
Plano and a location in Frisco. The credit 
union provides auto loans, business lending 
options, home financing and free cash-back 
checking. 800-580-3300.  
www.rbfcu.org 

Now Open

 1   Kenny’s Burger Joint opened a new 
location at 5809 Preston Road, Ste. 588. The 
restaurant offers a full bar and a meat-heavy 
menu that features burgers cooked on a 
hickory wood-burning grill. The restaurant 
also offers sandwiches, salads and sides 
available. 972-378-0999.  
www.kennysburgerjoint.com 

2   Noah’s opened a new location at 5280 
Town Square Drive. The venue serves 
the Frisco and Plano markets and hosts 

4   Jersey Mike’s Subs opened at 7120 
Coit Road, Ste. 116. The shop is Plano’s 
third location and offers cold and hot 
sandwiches, wraps and salads made to 
order. 972-491-1937. www.jerseymikes.com

5   Painting with a Twist opened its 
newest location at 4001 Preston Road, Ste. 
510. The art studio encourages patrons to 
bring their favorite bottle of wine while 
receiving step-by-step instructions from a 
local artist to complete a painting project. 
469-571-3635.  
www.paintingwithatwist.com

6   Nicole Kwon Concept Store, an 
upscale boutique, opened in Ste. C105 
in the Shops at Legacy at 7300 Lonestar 
Parkway. The store carries clothing lines, 
such as A.L.C, IRO and Clover Canyon 
as well as jewelry. The Plano store is the 
second location for the business after the 
first store opened in West Village, Dallas.
972-312-9267. www.nicolekwon.com

7   Millstone Bakery opened at 3020 
Legacy Drive, Ste. 150 and offers breakfast 
and lunch as well as pastries and fresh 
bread that are made daily. 972-618-2253. 
www.millstonebakery.com 

8  Jimboy’s Tacos opened its first Plano 
location at 101 W. Spring Creek Parkway, 
Ste. 734. The restaurant chain specializes 
in crispy grilled tacos made with stone 
ground corn tortillas and fresh made-
from-scratch ingredients. The family-
owned business also sells street tacos, 
burritos, nachos, salads and churros.  
972-575-8220. www.jimboystacos.com

9  Legends Express Car Wash opened at 
628 Coit Road. The car wash offers a  
$6 wash and dry service, free self vacuums 
and 24/7 access to its car-care products. 
The car wash also offers a 48-hour 
rain guarantee on one, two and three 
washes with a receipt. The car wash uses 
MicroClean Cloths and Neoglide materials 
that do not scratch a car’s surface.  
214-504-1770.  
www.legendscarwash.com

10  Fusion Academy opened at 2400 N. 
Dallas Parkway, Ste. 180, and offers a one-
to-one education where each student meets 
with one teacher in their own classroom. 
The academy is an accredited private 
school for grades 6–12 and provides 
customized education and flexible 
scheduling. 972-403-9018.  
www.fusionacademy.com

Coming Soon
11   GradePower Learning, a tutoring 
center, is planning to open at 4152 W. 
Spring Creek Parkway., Ste. 166. The 
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PLANO: 2100 Preston Rd, Suite 612 
(972) 769-2244
IN THE TRADER JOE’S CENTER  

NEXT TO BOSTON MARKET

SOUTHLAKE: 2175 E. Southlake Blvd., 
Suite 110, (817) 488-1999
IN THE KIMBALL CROSSING CENTER  

NEXT TO ZOE’S KITCHEN

STRAIGHT RAZOR SHAVES

HOT TOWEL FACIALS

HAND DETAILS

HAIRCUTS

20% Off
ONE OF OUR PREMIER 
BARBERING SERVICES FOR 
NEW FINLEY’S CLIENTS.
Must present coupon at time of checkout. 
Limit one discount per customer.  

Can not be combined with any other discount  
or offer. This offer is not valid for returning  
clients. Offer valid at both Southlake and  
Plano Finley’s Barber Shop locations.  
Expires: 11-23-2014. Coupon Code: CIPLNEW

OPEN DAILY. Walk-ins welcome but 
appointments are recommended.  

Book online at: FINLEYSFORMEN.COM

PHOTO COURTESY IMPERIAL BARBERING PRODUCTS.

FinleysComImpt_083114.indd   1 8/31/14   11:28 AM
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center uses cognitive learning techniques 
to help children find more ways to think, 
concentrate, listen and retain information. 
631-297-6396.  
www.gradepowerlearning.com

12   Explore Horizons Learning Center 
is expected to open at 6921 Independence 
Parkway, Ste. 100, on Oct. 29. The tutoring 
and enrichment center offers individual 
learning plans for children ages pre-K to 
eighth-grade to help students reach their 
full potential. 972-739-7025.  
www.explore-horizons.com

13   Phenix Salon Suites Willow Bend is 
planning to open its location at 5964  
W. Parker Road in early November. The 
salon has a boutique concept that offers 
suites for independent salon professionals, 
providing the framework for a business 
to launch in a professional setting. The 
salon offers 41 suites with a variety of 
professional services such as massage 
therapists, barbers and stylists.  
469-708-7806.  
www.phenixsalonsuites.com

14   Lily Rain, a Houston-based store, is 
expected to open Nov. 1 in the Shops at 
Legacy at 5800 Legacy Drive, Ste. C4A. 
The clothing and lifestyle store carries 
apparel, accessories, home décor and gifts. 
713-523-1902. www.lilyrain.com

15   Modmarket Farm Fresh Eateries is 
planning to open at 8400 Preston Road, 
Ste. 100, on Oct. 27 and will offer patrons 
menu items that use whole ingredients, 
such as whole grain flour, raw vegetables, 
fruits and legumes. The items are prepared 
raw, grilled or in a stone hearth oven and 
made from scratch. 469-573-6074.  
www.modmarket.com

16   How Do You Roll Sushi is planning 
to open at 1921 Preston Road in early 
November. The fast-casual custom sushi 
shop offers made-to-order sushi rolls  
made with ingredients, such as soy wraps, 
grilled chicken and beef and seasonal 
fruits. www.howdoyouroll.com

Anniversary
17   The Hope Center at 2001 W. Plano 
Parkway, celebrates 5 years in October. 
The facility serves as a campus and 
worship center to more than 40 Christian 
ministries. There is landscaping, walking 
paths and a prayer garden on the campus 
and offers meeting space for churches, 
ministries and groups. 972-212-9191.  
www.thehopecenter.org

18   Jet’s Pizza celebrated its first 
anniversary at 3916 McDermott Road. The 
pizzeria is known for its signature deep-
dish square pizza but also sells submarine 
sandwiches, salads and wings.   
214-387-0306. www.jetspizza.com

Kenny Bowers opened Kenny’s Burger Joint 
restaurant in Plano’s LakeSide Market. 
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Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit Union opened 
its branch in Plano to expand in Dallas/Fort Worth.
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Phenix Salon Suites Willow Bend will provide 41 
suites offering various professional services.
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Closed
19   The GoldWiser location at 4152 Spring 
Creek Parkway, Ste. 168, has closed after 
five years of service to the Plano area.  
972-964-7300. www.plano.goldwiser.com

In the News

Plano City Council approved the creation 
of a downtown public improvement 
district in its regular meeting Oct. 13. 
The district’s borders include Municipal 
Avenue to the east, 16th St. to the north,  
G Avenue and H Avenue to the west and 
14th St. to the south.

The city of Plano announced Oct. 14 
that Hilti North America is relocating its 
Tulsa-based corporate headquarters to 
the Legacy Tower in Plano. The company 
is a global manufacturer and supplier of 
specialized tools and fastening sytems for 
construction professionals. The company’s 
250 Hilti team members will be offered 
relocation packages.

News or questions about Plano? 
Email plnnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Renee Hansen

PLUMBING
LEGACY 

Our licensed technicians will be collecting food, 
coats and blankets benefiting Frisco Family 
Services and Project Warm Us. We are also 

accepting drop-offs at our office.  
15222 King Road, Ste 1002 

Frisco, TX 75034

Now open in Plano!

Join us for an event!
Call Amy Olsen at 972.403.9018 
or visit FusionPlano.com/events.

Middle & High School  | Classes for Credit  |  Mentoring  |  Tutoring  |  Enrichment

A private, 
one-to-one 
middle and 
high school 
like no other.

Fusion Plano
972.403.9018
FusionPlano.com

Discover Fusion Academy – a revolutionary school that meets kids where 
they are and helps them flourish through one-to-one classrooms, innovative 
approaches to learning, and relationships that build confidence and strength. 
Fusion Academy serves students in grades 6-12 who crave a flexible, 
customized learning environment.
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1   Preston Road improvements 
Construction will continue on five 
intersections on Preston Road to add 
left turn lanes at Headquarters Drive, 
Hedgcoxe Road, Tennyson Parkway, 
Spring Creek Parkway and Parker Road. 
Construction crews will work on three 
intersections at a time at most. The 
construction is part of the Preston Road 
Corridor improvements project.

Timeline: The estimated completion 
date is Nov. 15, 2014
Cost: $4.4 million
Funding source: Regional toll revenue

2   15th Street 
Portions of 15th Street will close Mon.–Fri. 
from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. to allow crews to remove 
medians, replace water lines and place 
temporary asphalt between G Avenue and 
Central Expressway. This project moves traffic 
to the center of the road while crews add a 
wider sidewalk to the north side of the street.
Timeline: Construction is expected to be 
complete January 1, 2016
Cost:  $4 million
Funding sources: Regional toll revenue, 
Collin County, city of Plano

3   Spring Creek Parkway 
Work continues to reconstruct the 
Spring Creek Parkway and 
Independence Parkway intersection. 
The project includes creating double left 
turn lanes and a right turn lane in all four 
traffic directions. The original plan for the 
intersection was to create an overpass 
on Spring Creek Parkway. Since Plano 
City Council decided not to create 
that overpass, the area will now be 
constructed into a normal intersection. 
This project is being done in two 
phases. The first phase to reconstruct 
the Spring Creek Parkway and Custer 
Road intersection is completed. 

Phase II

Timeline: Estimated completion is in 

December 2014

Total project cost: $5.2 million

Funding sources: City of Plano and 

the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments

Featured Project
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area Compiled by Lindsey Juarez
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SEMI-ANNUAL DEMO SALE

Plano’s Community 
Chevrolet Dealer

888-CHEVROLET
1001 Coit Rd • Plano
www.huffi neschevyplano.com
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$300 Apple Gift Card with every new Chevrolet purchase 
just in time for the holidays. Offer ends 11/15/14. Mention 
this ad at time of purchase. While supplies last. 

We will make every attempt to provide a
Loan car for each of our service guests, 
upon request, when scheduling an
appointment.

FREE SERVICE LOANERS

#1 Volume Hyundai Dealer in DFW
2014 sell down. All remaining 2014 Elantra models and Sonata 0% 

for 60 months. $10,000 off all remaining 2014 Equus in stock.

$300 Apple Gift Card with every 
new Hyundai purchase just in 
time for the holidays. 
Offer ends 11/15/14. Mention this 
ad at time of purchase. While 
supplies lasts. 

888-713-7952
909 Coit Rd • Plano
www.huffineshyundaiplano.com

W. 15 St.

W. Plano 
Pkwy.
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Plano and Collin County Compiled by Renee Hansen and Lindsey Juarez

Plano City Council
Regular meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month.
Plano Municipal Center, 1520 K Ave.
Live webcasts are available online.
www.plano.gov

Plano Independent School 
District
Meetings are scheduled at 7 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of each month.
Plano ISD Administration Building,  
2700 W. 15th St.
www.pisd.edu

Collin County Commissioners 
Court 
Meetings are generally scheduled at  
1:30 p.m. each Monday.
Jack Hatchell Collin County 
Administration Building, 2300 Bloomdale 
Road, McKinney www.co.collin.tx.us

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_pln

TweetingsMeetings

PLANO  The Planning and Zoning 
Commission unanimously approved a 
zoning change, subject to the city’s  
compliance ordinances, for 156.3 acres 
for an urban mixed-use development on 
the southwest corner of Plano Parkway 
and Alma Drive at its Oct. 6 meeting.

The development by Rosewood 
Property Group, called Heritage 190, is 
planned as an urban village anchored 
by a major office complex with retail, 
restaurants and 1,300 apartment units. 
RPC President and CEO Bill Flaherty 
said the group is ready to begin Phase 1 
as soon as possible if the development 
is approved. The phase would include 
restaurants, office or retail, multifamily 
units, townhomes, detached single- 
family units, an improved creek, parks 
and pedestrian bridges.

“There is market demand and we are 

in detailed discussions with a corporate 
office user that would be relocating jobs 
here,” Flaherty said. “We believe this is 
a significant opportunity for this part of 
Plano.”

Residents in both opposition and 
support were present at the meeting and 
provided feedback to the commission 
about the Heritage 190 development.

The item will be on City Council’s 
agenda at its Oct. 27 regular meeting.

Collin County lowers tax 
rate in approved budget
PLANO  Collin County commissioners 
unanimously approved the fiscal year 
2015 budget and tax rate Sept. 22.

The total combined county budget is 
$301,450,396 and the tax rate is $0.2350 
per $100 of property value for 2015. The 
new tax rate is a decrease from this year’s 
rate of $0.2375, which makes 2015 the 
22nd year the county has not increased 
the tax rate.

The Commissioners Court also 
approved a $424,000 increase for elec-
tions expansion and a $8,239 salary 
decrease for County Commissioner Pre-
cinct 1, whose precinct includes Frisco. 
The commissioner’s salary and benefits 
increase were accidentally duplicated in 
the original budget draft, according to the 
meeting agenda.

PLANO The city is taking steps to 
ensure its citizens have access to 
information regarding the Ebola 
virus after the first death was  
confirmed in Dallas on Oct. 8.

"We believe the most effective 
way to combat fear and anxiety 
about Ebola is through education 
and information,” said Steve Stoler, 
director of media relations for the 
city of Plano. "Our first respond-
ers began training to handle such 
situations in August. We, as a city 
government, are taking proactive 
steps to ensure we are prepared."

For information about the  
disease, signs and symptoms, risks 
of exposure and ways to prevent it, 
visit www.plano.gov/2474/Ebola-
Information.

City provides Ebola infoP&Z moves along urban mixed-use development

75

   
   

   
   

   
  

A
lm

a
 D

r.
 

W. Plano Pkwy. 

PGBT
TOLL

THE CHOICE IS YOURS AT
NO ADDITIONAL COST.

OR ORAt home Study Master Bath with tubLiving Room Shower with seat

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. See New Home Counselor for complete details. © 2014 Beazer Homes.

One home. Lots of choices!  How will you personalize your new Beazer home?

With Choice Plans, you can design a home that fits your needs and lifestyle. Visit us today to see how Choice Plans give you cost-free options to personalize your new home!

Now available at all 14 Dallas-Fort Worth Communities

• 4 Little Elm communities, 3 in McKinney, 2 in North Fort Worth, 1 in Fate, 1 in Sunnyvale, 2 in Denton, 1 in Prosper
• Join our VIP list for up-to-date information. Miramonte and Creekside at Craig Ranch Coming Soon!

More information: 972.250.5515 or rebecca.gibson@beazer.com

Starting from the $180s
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DEVELOPMENT

Oak Point Park and Nature Preserve 
to get new offices, visitor’s center

The new home for Plano’s Parks and Recreation Department is located at the northern end of the park.

Plano plans to build new offices and a visitor’s and nature center at Oak Point Park and Nature Preserve.

Source: city of Plano
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By Lindsey Juarez
 Plano’s Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment will soon have a new home.

The department will move into new 
offices in spring 2015 at Oak Point Park 
and Nature Preserve, 5901 Los Rios Blvd. 
The offices will also be attached to a facil-
ity that will house a new visitor’s center 
and nature center at the northern end of 
the park.

While the visitor’s center and the 
nature center have been in the plans for 
years, the attached offices concept is a rel-
atively new idea, said Amy Fortenberry, 
director of Plano Parks and Recreation 
Department.

The department had planned to build 
the centers in 2009 with funding from 
the 2005 bond referendum. However, the 
department did not have enough funding 
to operate the centers, Fortenberry said.

“[The Oak Point Park plans] sat on the 
shelf with a few other projects, and we 
kept looking for opportunities to bring it 
forward,” she said.

The project returned to the table 
earlier this year after the city decided to 
redevelop the building that houses the 

Parks and Recreation Department into a 
commercial and residential space, Deputy 
City Manager Frank Turner said. With 
the redevelopment of the property, the 
department would have to make a move, 
and city staff decided to bring the offices 
project back up, which will cost $5.5 mil-
lion.

Because a full-time staff would be 
working at the building, operational costs 
were no longer an issue, Fortenberry said.

“We’ve got money that’s available 
because of the bond funding to build 
the facility,” she said. “Now we’ll have 
resources 40 hours a week to staff it as 
well as to provide the maintenance of the 
facility.”

Fortenberry said the department has 
an “aggressive” timeline to finish the 
building by spring 2015. The park will 
remain open while the facility is being 
constructed. The new centers will host 
various outdoor programs, classes and 
provide space for group retreats.

“It really is a win-win because there are 
quite a few residents who have been  
waiting on that facility patiently since it 
was approved in 2005,” Fortenberry said.

existing 
pond

meeting 
and retreat 
spaces

lobby with 
interpretive displays

offices

parking
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Los Rios Blvd. 

E Spring Creek Pkwy.EWING BUICK GMC
4464 West Plano Parkway, Plano, TX 75093

ewingbuickgmc.com •  469.331.9529

$19.95
OIL & FILTER 

CHANGE
Expires 11/30/2014

$99.95
FOUR-WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT 

SPECIAL
Valid at Ewing Buick GMC only. One 
per customer. No other offers apply. 

Plus tax. No cash value. Some models 
may be higher. Present upon arrival.

See dealer for details.
Expires 11/30/2014.

30 DAY
PRICE MATCH ON 

TIRES
Buy select tires and if you find a 
better price within 30 days of the 

purchase, we’ll refund the difference.
Eligible tire brands:

Bfgoodrich, Bridgestone, Continental, 
Dunlop, Firestone, General, Goodyear, 
Hankook, Kelly, Michelin, Pirelli and 

Uniroyal. Expires 11/30/2014

2014 GMC Sierra Crew
Cab Texas Edition

Up to $9,500 off MSRP. Price Includes $3,000 
consumer cash, $1500 Bonus Cash and 
$5,000 Dealer Discount. Retired service loaner, 
Stk#G354986. Ends 11/30/14.

2014 GMC Acadia Denali
Up to $8,500 off MSRP. Price Includes $3,000 
consumer cash, $1,500 Bonus Cash and 
$5000 Dealer Discount. Retired service loaner, 
Stk#G354986. 
Ends 11/30/14.

   2014 Buick Enclave
Premium Group
Up To $8,250 Off MSRP. Includes Sunroof, 
Navigation, 20 Inch Wheels. Sale Price includes 
$1,500 Consumer Cash, and $2,000 Bonus 
Cash. Retired Service Loaner. Stk#B101442. 
Ends 11/30/14.

   2014 Lacrosse
Premium Group
Up to $10,000 Off. Includes Driver Confidence 
Package #1 and #2, and Ultra Luxury Package. 
Price includes $1,000 consumer cash, $3,500 
bonus Cash, and $1000 Loyalty cash (must 
own a 1999 0r newer Buick). Retired service 
loaner. Stk#B235284. 
Ends 11/30/14.

SPECIAL EVENT!
Come in before November 8 for a chance to 

win a brand new GMC truck & other prizes
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Superintendent Richard Matkin to retire in January 2015

SINCE JOINING PLANO ISD:
Managed a  

budget of about 

$500 
million

• 11 new schools
• 2 employee childcare centers
• 1 stadium
• 3 academy programs

PISD built:
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By Renee Hansen
Plano ISD’s Superintendent of Schools 

Richard Matkin announced his  
retirement to the board of trustees Oct. 7 
after serving in his role since spring 2012. 
The 40-year veteran public school  
educator and administrator will retire 
effective Jan. 30, 2015.

In a PISD district statement, Matkin 
said that he was retiring to spend more 

time with his family.
“It [has been] a privilege to serve PISD 

in the role of superintendent for three 
years,” Matkin said. “I’m very proud of 
the collective spirit and teamwork among 
our board and senior staff. They are well-
poised to take the district into the future 
while remaining focused on supporting 
excellence in education.”

Matkin’s career includes private indus-
try experience as a certified public 
accountant but his education career 
began when he became a classroom 
teacher for eight years before pursing a 
path in administration. He joined PISD 
staff in 2001 as the associate superin-
tendent for business services where he 
served for 11 years. 

As chief financial officer for a district 
that serves more than 55,000 students 
and about 7,000 employees, Matkin 
managed an annual budget of about 
half a billion dollars and implemented 
four bond referendums, three of which 
were passed during his tenure. 

Board of trustees President Nancy 
Humphrey said Matkin has led the 

district through tenuous economic times.
“He has chosen to retire and spend 

more time with his family. You can’t 
blame [him], but [the board of trustees] 
is all very sad to see him go because we 
really appreciate the job he’s done,” Hum-
phrey said.

Under Matkin’s leadership, the district 
also earned the highest rating of “Supe-
rior Achievement” within the Schools 
Financial Integrity Rating System of 
Texas, or FIRST, program. As  
superintendent, Matkin led PISD when 
it became the largest school district in 
the state to pass a 13 cent tax ratification 
election.

With the board of trustees, Matkin 
oversaw the district’s creation of the 
Community and Student Engagement 
Accountability System, an assessment tool 
that fulfills the requirements of House Bill 
5, passed by the Texas Legislature in 2011. 
Thirty school districts within the Region 
10 Education Service Center have adopted 
this model. 

PISD trustees are expected to accept 
Matkin’s resignation in a formal vote at 

the Oct. 21 school board work session. At 
the meeting, Humphrey said the board 
will discuss a timeline regarding the 
search for a new superintedent as well as 
begin the process to identify an executive 
search consultant to help in the process. 
Trustees will also revisit the profile  
qualifications for the next superintendent.

“The board will go through this process 
with the mindset that this is one of the 
most important decisions we make,” 
Humphrey said. “We take the work very 
seriously.”

Hello 
Homeowner,
Let Us Rent & Manage Your Home.

When you choose Renters Warehouse we will:

• Provide a FREE rental analysis
• Advertise your rental property on over 

230+ websites
• GUARANTEE your tenant for 6-9 months 

with our TENANT WARRANTY
• Conduct 100-Point tenant background 

check on all tenants

Call for a FREE Rental Analysis, 
469-480-RENT (7368) 

or visit 
www.dallas.renterswarehouse.com.

• Provide full-service property 
management for ONLY $80 per month

• Collect monthly rent payments
• Coordinate all maintenance
• Provide � nancial reporting
• Much, much more!!!
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Free 30 Minute Consultation
Call  or email for more details!

Dean Wisdom, ThM, MEd, LPC, RPT
Licensed Professional Counselor
and Registered Play Therapist
(214) 212-3008
dean@wisdomprocounseling.com
www.wisdomprocounseling.com

Need an expert counselor for your child?

popschool.net
972-380-5505

5100 West Plano Parkway
 Plano, TX  75093

Prince of Peace Catholic School
Educating students preschool 

through 8th grade 

Inspired by Faith. 
   Driven by Excellence.

Join us for an Admissions Preview
October 29, 2014, 10:00 am
January 28, 2015, 10:00 am

NOW OPEN
FIRST CHARTER SCHOOL IN PLANO!

601 ACCENT, PLANO TX 75075 • 469-249-1099
WWW.LEGACYPREPARATORY.COM

LEGACY PREPARATORY 
CHARTER ACADEMY
Plano • Mesquite • Dallas
Now enrolling grades K – 9

WHY LEGACY?
NO COST - Exceptional Choice in Public Education

Safe Atmosphere - Strongly Enforced Anti-Bullying Policy
Early Childhood Dual Language and with Spanish at Every Grade
Rigorous and Challenging - Project Based Learning Environment

Innovative Learning Methods Enabling Discovery, Imagination and Creativity

WITH ROB FRANEK 

FREE SEMINAR Navigating the College Admissions Process

Robert Franek, author of The Best 379 Colleges and longtime recurring guest on NBC’s 
“TODAY” television show, is coming to Dallas as part of his national speaking tour.

How to Be a Savvy College Shopper and Applicant

Insider Scoop on Colleges

College Costs and Financial Aid

What colleges are really looking for in applicants
How test scores affect admission and aid prospects: tips to “up” your scores  

Why the most expensive school on your list may be the most affordable  
The Princeton Review’s top “Best Value Colleges” for 2014

Key facts about the FAFSA (most important aid application you’ll need to submit) 
How to get the most financial aid possible and lower the cost of college

Register for this FREE seminar TODAY at
www.princetonreview.com/gettingin/utdallas 

Date 
Time 

Location

Saturday, November 15, 2014 
2:30 PM 
University of Texas Dallas
Edith O’Donnell Arts and Technology 
Building #1.102  
800 W. Campbell, Richardson, TX 75080

About Rob Franek
Senior Vice President - 
Publishing Author  
The Best 379 Colleges 
The Princeton Review

6205 COIT RD STE 174, PLANO, TX 75024
972-985-7738

WWW.USAMARTIALARTSFITNESS.COM
OTHER LOCATIONS IN

MCKINNEY/PROSPER/ALLEN

Family Owned, Adult & Child 
Classes, Birthday Parties

FREE
INTRO CLASS

and 50% off
your 1st month

Free Basic Uniform 
Included

LEARN
EFFECTIVE

SELF DEFENSE
BJJ, BOXING, AND MUAY THAI
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PISD uses the assistance of both uniformed 
police officers and uniformed school liaison 
officers to promote safety and help answer 
questions about law enforcement that  
students and staff might have. 

“The district, in conjunction with the Plano 
and Murphy police departments, has [10] full-
time school resource officers at high school 
and senior high school campuses,” Range-
Stanton said. “The district also contracts 
with local law enforcement officers to provide 
traffic direction and security services during 
the officer’s off duty hours from their employ-
ing agency. “ 

The district has Campus Crime Stopper 
Programs on all of its secondary campuses 
that are student-run and are intended to 
encourage students to prevent and report any 
criminal activity they see.

“Since 2011, tips have been received by text  
message, smart phone apps and web browsers, 

instead of using 
the original phone line adopted in 
the 1990s,” Range-Stanton said. “The 
SRO coordinator receives the tips, 
responds back with follow-up 
questions, and disseminates the 
tip information to the SRO on the 
particular campus.”

Four security specialists are 
separated into clusters that align 
with the feeder pattern for the 
senior high schools, Range-
Stanton said. Specialists focus 
on the facilities and campuses 
in their cluster to manage any 
security or safety issues. Overall, 
the district has a manual for how to handle 
emergencies, and each individual campus has 
its own security plan.

The district has two trained K-9 units that are used 
for random checks throughout the school year on 
campuses and other district buildings as well as 
in response to specific requests by campuses, said 
Lesley Range-Stanton, PISD’s executive director for 
communications.

Plano began using dogs to search for illicit 
drugs in the district in 1990 and added a dog that could search 
for explosives in 1999. Since 2001, PISD has run its own K-9 pro-
gram, which helped the district save $65,000 within the first year 
of the program, according to the district’s website.

Located in tornado 
alley, PISD has had to 

develop tornado drills to 
instruct students how to react. 

Each school’s principal is also 
responsible for finding a safe place for 
students to go in case of a fire or other 

emergency that requires evacuation. 
“The district has lockdown and other  

procedures in place that can be activated 
in the event of an emergency,” according to 
Range-Stanton’s statement. “Students and 
staff conduct multiple emergency 

preparedness drills each year, including 
drills for fire/evacuation, lockdowns and 
reverse-lockdowns.”

In addition, the district has a plan in place 
for communicating in times of emergencies, 
even when the phone lines are out.

“The [district’s] radio channel would 
be used any time rapid communication is 
needed, when communicating with multiple 
campuses immediately is needed or when 
other methods of communication are not 
available,” Range-Stanton said.

Visitors are not allowed to wander around 
the district’s buildings. The district’s website 
spells out several guidelines for visitors.  

“The district also renovated approximately 50 
campus entries to provide a physical  
barrier that forces visitors to enter the office 
prior to gaining access to the secure areas of the 

school,” Range-Stanton said. “Additional locking mechanisms in 
the office were added as well.”

Upon arriving on campus, visitors are required to go to the 
school’s office to sign in. Visitors have to provide a driver’s license 
or some other form of government ID with a picture as well as 
the reason for their visit. 

At all facilities, each visitor’s identification is checked against 
a national registered sex offenders database using the RAPTOR 
electronic visitor management system. Visitors are then given a 
name badge that they have to wear. 

There are limits for visitors while on district property, such as 
restrictions on recruiting for political causes and proselytizing.

Canines

With increased public concern about school safety and the natural disasters that have affected schools in recent years, Plano ISD has a safety plan in place. The plan includes 
security measures, canine searches, emergency procedures and visitor guidelines. Lesley Range-Stanton, PISD’s executive director for communications, said the district has its own 
police cars that are staffed by off-duty peace officers. She also said the city of Plano, city of Murphy, city of Dallas and Collin County officers also help patrol PISD schools.

School Safety Programs

Discover Fusion Academy – a revolutionary school that meets 
kids where they are and helps them flourish through one-to-one 
classrooms, innovative approaches to learning, and relationships that 
build confidence and strength. 

Middle & High School  | Classes for Credit  |  Mentoring  |  Tutoring  |  Enrichment

Join us for an event!
Call Amy Olsen at 972.403.9018 
or visit FusionPlano.com/events.

A private, 
one-to-one 
middle and 
high school 
like no other.

Now open in Plano!
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District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) results*

Grade 3 Reading 88% Math 82%

Grade 4 Reading 85% Math 84%

Grade 5 Reading 89% Math 91%

Grade 6 Reading 91% Math 91%

Grade 7 Reading 90% Math 87%

Grade 8 Reading 95% Math 89%

End of course
All grades

Algebra I 93%, Biology 97%,  English I 85%, English II 86%, U.S. History 98%
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2013–14 STAAR results by grade*
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1 Aldridge MS 522 14% 89% 90% 83% 84% 87% 88% 99% 86% 57,63,66

2 Andrews MS 745 3.5% 99% 95% 93% 96% 90% 97% 97% 94% 47,60,67

3 Barksdale MS 593 12.1% 100% 95% 100% 98% 96% 99% 100% 93% 54,62,67

4 Barron MS 482 88.8% 79% 72% 66% 58% 75% 75% 83% 62% 46,64,65

5 Bethany MS 377 6.6% 92% 90% 95% 98% 81% 92% 97% 90% 56,59,66

6 Beverly MS 506 13.6% 99% 97% 98% 98% 99% 99% 100% 96% 51,59,66

7 Boggess MS 818 7.6% 98% 94% 95% 95% 94% 98% 98% 94% 52,58,65

8 Brinker MS 711 15.5% 95% 93% 91% 95% 96% 88% 91% 81% 54,62,67

9 Carlisle MS 523 24.1% 89% 88% 86% 89% 81% 96% 97% 92% 56,59,66

10 Centennial MS 521 7.3% 90% 82% 88% 87% 89% 92% 97% 92% 54,62,67

11 Christie MS 737 57.7% 71% 68% 75% 61% 74% 82% 88% 79% 48,59,66

12 Daffron MS 571 28.9% 93% 82% 82% 75% 76% 95% 95% 90% 55,60,67

13 Davis MS 494 39.1% 86% 81% 73% 71% 75% 82% 79% 78% 50,63,66

14 Dooley MS 434 42.6% 89% 63% 81% 82% 76% 86% 87% 82% 45,58,65

15 Forman MS 579 82.6% 65% 36% 62% 68% 65% 72% 83% 69% 45,58,65

16 Gulledge MS 573 13.4% 92% 88% 96% 93% 94% 92% 95% 97% 55,60,67

17 Harrington MS 425 24.7% 89% 91% 85% 78% 86% 96% 96% 94% 48,59,66

18 Haun MS 537 8.4% 95% 95% 94% 87% 91% 97% 97% 90% 55,60,67

19 Hedgcoxe MS 430 18.1% 95% 96% 86% 86% 85% 94% 94% 91% 51,59,66

20 Hickey MS 563 35.9% 86% 79% 72% 76% 78% 89% 89% 79% 46,64,65

21 Hightower MS 530 14.5% 99% 92% 99% 97% 100% 100% 100% 100% 49,62,67

22 Huffman MS 504 57.3% 72% 54% 72% 69% 69% 81% 78% 75% 54,62,67

23 Hughston MS 374 14.4% 95% 86% 88% 89% 88% 92% 92% 87% 50,63,66

24 Jackson MS 652 60% 77% 74% 69% 62% 57% 82% 87% 71% ***

25 Hunt MS 719 7% 95% 88% 98% 97% 96% 93% 96% 91% 52,58,65

26 Mathews MS 550 3.8% 97% 94% 93% 99% 96% 99% 98% 98% 56,59,66

27 McCall MS 552 33.3% 83% 73% 75% 80% 79% 84% 80% 75% 46,64,65

28 Meadows MS 562 88.6% 70% 57% 60% 67% 62% 77% 74% 86% 45,58,65

29 Memorial MS 498 79.5% 60% 56% 71% 70% 64% 74% 71% 56% 46,64,65

30 Mendenhall MS 579 88.8% 72% 67% 68% 63% 64% 68% 79% 73% 53,64,65

31 Miller MS 464 9.5% 99% 86% 95% 94% 96% 97% 97% 92% 52,58,65

32 Mitchell MS 700 41.3% 78% 79% 83% 88% 87% 83% 90% 79% 49,62,67

33 Rasor MS 488 47.3% 82% 82% 77% 74% 76% 70% 73% 75% 51,59,66

34 Rose Haggar MS 575 33% 84% 71% 94% 75% 80% 92% 86% 80% 49,62,67

35 Saigling MS 371 16.7% 93% 95% 98% 98% 94% 90% 92% 82% 50,63,66

36 Schell MS 657 16.4% 99% 91% 91% 90% 91% 97% 99% 94% 53,64,65

37 Shepard MS 438 22.8% 92% 83% 91% 83% 88% 97% 87% 86% 57,63,66

38 Sigler MS 473 73.2% 65% 72% 74% 76% 82% 76% 66% 83% 57,63,66

39 Skaggs MS 480 3.3% 98% 98% 97% 100% 97% 66% 99% 98% 47,60,67

40 Stinson MS 668 4.5% 98% 98% 89% 91% 90% 98% 98% 97% 53,64,65

41 Thomas MS 625 58.4% 75% 76% 82% 76% 67% 73% 78% 80% 48,59,66

42 Weatherford MS 482 59.5% 80% 74% 80% 81% 80% 79% 93% 63% 57,63,66

43 Wells MS 565 12.9% 95% 81% 84% 91% 91% 94% 95% 93% 50,63,66

44 Wyatt MS 508 2.8% 97% 96% 99% 97% 99% 98% 100% 95% 47,60,67
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2013–14 STAAR results by grade*
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45 Armstrong MS 672 68.6% 77% 79% 76% 64% 66% 88% 65% 61% 57% 58,65

46 Bowman MS 804 60.8% 86% 91% 87% 93% 84% 91% 92% 78% 74% 64,65

47 Rice MS 1195 4.7% 97% 99% 98% 97% 97% 99% 95% 95% 97% 60,67

48 Carpenter MS 770 53.2% 76% 82% 74% 65% 61% 86% 80% 60% 52% 59,66

49 Frankford MS 1105 29.1% 90% 90% 87% 80% 81% 96% 86% 77% 86% 62,67

50 Haggard MS 908 20.9% 94% 95% 94% 94% 94% 99% 93% 85% 86% 63,66

51 Hendrick MS 808 24% 94% 90% 88% 84% 81% 96% 82% 84% 84% 59,66

52 Murphy MS 1200 9.3% 94% 93% 97% 94% 95% 99% 98% 94% 94% 58,65

53 Otto MS 1001 29% 90% 90% 89% 84% 87% 93% 83% 78% 78% 64,65

54 Renner MS 1318 16.2% 92% 91% 94% 90% 92% 96% 95% 88% 89% 62,67

55 Robinson MS 983 13.9% 96% 96% 94% 93% 92% 96% 91% 90% 90% 60,67

56 Schimelpfenig MS 953 11.9% 95% 97% 96% 95% 94% 95% 97% 84% 88% 59,66

57 Wilson MS 904 37.6% 87% 86% 85% 84% 83% 95% 92% 81% 85% 63,66
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District and school targets
The new accountability ratings were released this summer. In August, districts and 

campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative Standard and Improvement 
Required based on student State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness and end-
of-course exam results from the 2013–14 school year and other indicators.

Students began taking STAAR and end-of-course exams in 2012, but during the 2013 
legislative session lawmakers reduced the number of end-of-course exams from 15 to 
five. High school students are required to pass algebra I, U.S. history, biology, English I 
and English II end-of-course exams before graduating. 

**2013–14 statistics will be available in November 2014

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc., PISD
*Test results are from the spring 2014 STAAR and end-of-course administrations. Fifth-
and-eighth-grade math and reading results are from the first administration only.

P L A N O  I S D

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.4% 27.5%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.1% 12.7%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $52,543

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $48,391

 
*** 
West of Coit Rd.: 49, 62, 67 
East of Coit Rd.: 57, 63, 66
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**2013–14 statistics will be available in November 2014
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2013–14 STAAR results by grade*

End of course – all grades
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58 McMillen MS 1169 31.9% 88% 97% 84% 87% N/A

59 Clark MS 1587 24.9% 89% 98% 91% 93% N/A

60 Jasper MS 1454 9.4% 93% 100% 96% 97% N/A

61 Plano ISD Academy MS 250 17.2% 81% N/A 89% 95% N/A

62 Shepton MS 1486 21% 85% 97% 87% 90% N/A

63 Vines MS 1164 29.3% 85% 95% 83% 87% N/A

64 Williams MS 1087 47.7% 83% 94% 73% 79% N/A
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Plano ISD Feeder Pattern

  McMillen58

Boggess

Hunt

Miller

7

25

31

 Williams64 Clark59

Armstrong45

Jasper60Vines63

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS

  Plano East Sr. High65   Plano Sr. High66   Plano West Sr. High67

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

Shepton62
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14
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28
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Barron

Hickey

McCall

Memorial

4

20

27

29

Mendenhall

Schell

Stinson

30

36

40

Beverly

Hedgcoxe

Rasor

Carpenter48

Hendrick51

Christie

Harrington

Thomas

11

17

41

Haggard50

Wilson57

6

19

33

Schimelpfenig56

Bethany

Carlisle

Mathews

5

9

26

Andrews

Skaggs

Wyatt

2

39

44

Robinson55

Rice47

Daffron

Gulledge

Haun

12

16

18

Frankford49

Hightower

Jackson (west of Coit Rd.)

Mitchell

Rose Haggar

21

24

32

34

Barksdale

Brinker

Centennial

Huffman

3

8

10

22

Senior
High schools 20

13
–1

4 
ac

co
un

ta
bi

lit
y 

ra
tin

g

20
13

–1
4 

en
ro

llm
en

t

20
13

–1
4 

ec
on

om
ic

al
ly

 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

ge
d

2013–14 STAAR results by grade*

End of course – all grades
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65 Plano East MS 3,023 28.2% 68% 95% 79% 62% 97%

66 Plano Sr MS 2,629 18.3% 40% N/A 23% 34% 99%

67 Plano West MS 2,580 12.2% 40% N/A 47% 26% 99%

Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first 
implemented in 2012–13, ratings are as follows:

Met Standard (MS): Met performance targets

Met Alternative Standard (MAS): Met performance targets 
for charter operators and alternative education campuses

Improvement Required (IR): Did not meet one or more 
performance targets

Plano ISD contact 
information

Plano ISD Administration Building 

2700 W. 15th St.

469-752-8100

askpisd@pisd.edu

feedback@pisd.edu

Plano ISD Education Foundation

469-752-8272

foundation@pisd.edu

2013–14 Plano ISD total students 55,286
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67
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 2013–14 Plano ISD accountability rating MS
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* - Incumbent; D - Democrat; G - Green Party; L - Libertarian; R - Republican; write-in candidates will not appear on 

the ballot or in this guide but can be voted for by writing the candidate’s name in the write-in candidate space. 

Leticia Van  
de Putte, D 

Dan Patrick, R

lieutenant governor

Chandrakantha 
Courtney, G

Robert D. Butler, LWendy R. Davis, DGreg Abbott, R

governor

Brandon Parmer, GKathie Glass, L Sam Houston, DKen Paxton, R

attorney general

Jamar Osborne, GJamie Balagia, L

Who represents me?
To find out who your elected officials 
are, visit www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us

Chief Justice,  
Supreme Court 
Nathan Hecht*, R
William Moody, D
Tom Oxford, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 6, Unexpired Term
Jeff Brown*, R
Lawrence Edward Meyers, D
Mark Ash, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 7
Jeff Boyd*, R
Gina Benavides, D
Don Fulton, L
Charles E. Waterbury, G

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 8
Phil Johnson*, R
RS Roberto Koelsch, L
Jim Chisolm, G

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
Nine justices, including a presiding 
judge, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals hears cases appealed 
from trial courts and cases that are 
punishable by the death penalty. 
The court also has the authority to 
grant habeas corpus to defendants 
found guilty of felony crimes.

STATEWIDE
U.S. Senate
Texas’ two U.S. senators each serve 
staggered, six-year terms with no 
term limits. Ted Cruz—whose seat 
is not up for election until 2018—
has been in office since 2012. The 
second seat has been held by John 
Cornyn since 2002. 

U.S. Senate
John Cornyn*, R
David M. Alameel, D
Rebecca Paddock, L
Emily “Spicybrown” Sanchez, G

Comptroller of Public Accounts 
The comptroller is responsible 
for managing the state’s finances 
by acting as its tax collector, 
accountant and treasurer. The 
comptroller is elected to four-year 
terms. Comptroller Susan Combs is 
not seeking re-election in 2014. 

Comptroller of  
Public Accounts 
Glenn Hegar, R
Mike Collier, D
Ben Sanders, L
Deb Shafto, G

Commissioner of the General 
Land Office  
The land commissioner manages 
state assets, investments and 
mineral rights and also chairs 
numerous boards and commissions. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Jerry Patterson is not seeking 
re-election in 2014.  
 
Commissioner of the 
General Land Office 

George P. Bush, R
John Cook, D
Justin Knight, L
Valerie Alessi, G

Commissioner of Agriculture  
The agriculture commissioner 
manages consumer protection, 
agriculture, healthy living and 
economic development programs. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Todd Staples is not seeking 
re-election in 2014. 

Commissioner of 
Agriculture 
Sid Miller, R
Jim Hogan, D
David (Rocky) Palmquist, L
Kenneth Kendrick, G

Railroad Commissioner  
Three commissioners are elected 
to six-year terms. A railroad 
commissioner has policy- and 
rule-making responsibilities for 
the commission, which, despite its 
name, no longer oversees Texas 
railroads. The commission now 
regulates the following:

• Exploration and production of oil 
and natural gas

• Compressed natural gas safety
• Pipeline safety
• Surface mining
• Gas utilities
• Liquefied petroleum gas
• Liquefied natural gas 

Railroad Commissioner, 
Place 2 
Ryan Sitton, R
Steve Brown, D
Mark A. Miller, L
Martina Salinas, G

Supreme Court of Texas  
Nine justices, including a chief 
justice, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Supreme Court of Texas 
is the highest court for civil litigation 
statewide.

 

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 3
Bert Richardson, R
John Granberg, D
Mark W. Bennett, L

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 4
Kevin Patrick Yeary, R
Quanah Parker, L
Judith Sanders-Castro, G

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 9
David Newell, R
William Bryan Strange III, L
George Joseph Altgelt, G

COLLIN COUNTY
U.S. Representative, 
District 3
Sam Johnson*, R
Paul Blair, G

U.S. Representative, 
District  4
John Ratcliffe, R

U.S. Representative, 
District  32
Pete Sessions*, R
Frank Perez, D
Ed Rankin, L

State Senator, District 8
Van Taylor, R
Scott Jameson,   L

State Senator, District 30
Craig Estes*, R
Cory Lane, L

State Representative, 
District 33
Scott Turner*, R

State Representative, 
District 66
Matt Shaheen, R

State Representative, 
District 67
Jeff Leach*, R
Patrick Peavy, L

State Representative, 
District 70
Scott Sanford*, R

State Representative, 
District 89
Jodie Laubenberg*, R
Sameena Karmally, D 

State Board of Education, 
District 12
Geraldine “Tincy” Miller*, R
Lois Parrot, D
Mark Wester, L 

Compiled by Renee Hansen and Krista Wadsworth

Governor The governor serves as 
the chief executive of Texas and 
can serve an unlimited number 
of four-year terms. The governor 

offers policy recommendations and 
may introduce bills, and is also 
responsible for appointing state 
board and commission members.

Lieutenant Governor The 
lieutenant governor of Texas is 
elected on a separate ticket from 
the governor. The lieutenant 

governor serves as president of the 
State Senate and is responsible 
for establishing committees and 
appointing members. 

Attorney General The attorney 
general is responsible for 
defending the state’s constitution, 
representing the state in court 

and approving public bond issues. 
Attorney General Greg Abbott is 
running for governor in 2014. 

14 impactnews.com/vote-2014

School Wide  
Preview Breakfast

Oct. 24, 8:30 a.m.
Online registration required for event.

Online registation required for childcare.
prestonwoodchristian.org/admissions
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Justice, 5th Court of 
Appeals, Place 3
Ada Brown*, R

Justice, 5th Court of 
Appeals, Place 5
Craig Stoddart*, R
Ken Molberg, D

Justice, 5th Court of 
Appeals, Place 6
David L. Bridges*, R

Justice, 5th Court of 
Appeals, Place 8
Bill Whitehill, R

County Judge
Keith Self*, R 
 

BALLOT PROPOSITIONS
Proposition 1 ballot language: 
The constitutional amendment 
providing for the use and dedication 
of certain money transferred to 
the State Highway Fund to assist 
in the completion of transportation 
construction, maintenance, and 
rehabilitation projects, not to include 
toll roads.

Candidates were selected for this guide based on whom voters in Plano will 
be voting. Proposition 1 is a statewide measure and will be voted on  

by every county in Texas.

Voters may vote at any early polling location Oct. 20–31. 

Collin County
Carpenter Park Recreation Center, 6701 Coit Road
Christ United Methodist Church, 3101 Coit Road
Collin College – Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway
Davis Library, 7501-B Independence Parkway
Haggard Library, 2501 Coit Road
Harrington Library, 1501 18th St.
Parr Library, 6200 Windhaven Parkway
Plano ISD Admin. Building, 2700 W. 15th St.

Collin County
Collin County voters are allowed to vote on Election Day at any polling  
location in Collin County.

Polling locations

Armstrong Middle School, 3805 Timberline
Bowman Middle School, 2501 Jupiter Road
Brinker Elementary School, 3800 Clark Parkway
Carpenter Middle School, 3905 Rainier Road
Carpenter Park Recreation Center, 6701 Coit Road
Christ United Methodist Church, 3101 Coit Road
Clark High School, 523 W. Spring Creek Parkway
Collin College – Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway
Davis Library, 7501-B Independence Parkway
Fowler Middle School, 3801 McDermott Road
Harrington Library, 1501 18th St.
Parr Library, 6200 Windhaven Parkway
Plano ISD Admin. Building, 2700 W. 15th St. 

A complete list of Collin County polling locations may be found at  
www.co.collin.tx.us/elections.

Election Day voting locations

Early voting locations

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

IMPORTANT DATES
Last day to register to vote: Oct. 6
In-person early voting: Oct. 20–31
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

texas registered voters*

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office * For November elections

2012 74.7% 18,279,737

2010 70.6% 18,789,238

2008 76.5% 17,735,442

2006 78.6%  16,636,742

2004 81.5%  16,071,153

2002 81% 15,514,289

Total voting age populationTotal registered

Criminal District 
Attorney Collin County
Greg Willis*, R

District Judge, 219th 
Judicial District
Scott J. Becker*, R

District Judge, 296th 
Judicial District
John R. Roach, Jr.*, R

District Judge, 366th 
Judicial District
Ray Wheless*, R

District Judge, 417th 
Judicial District
Cynthia “Cyndi” McCrann 
Wheless*, R

District Judge, 429th 
Judicial District
Jill Willis*, R

Justice of the Peace, 
Precinct 4
W.M. Yarbrough, R

County Commissioner, 
Precinct 1
Susan Fletcher, R

County Commissioner, 
Precinct 2
Cheryl Williams*, R

County Commissioner, 
Precinct 4
Duncan Webb*, R

County Clerk
Stacey Kemp*, R

District Clerk
Andrea Thompson*, R

Probate Court Judge No. 1
Weldon S. Copeland, R 

Justice of the Peace, 
Precinct 3-2
John Payton*, R
Denise Hamilton, D
 

texas voter turnout*

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office * For November elections

2012 58.6% 13,646,226

2010 37.5%  13,269,233

2008 59.5%  13,575,062

2006 33.6%  13,074,279

2004 56.6%  13,098,329

2002 36.2%  12,563,459

Total registeredTotal turnout

A small portion of Denton County is 
a part of this paper’s distribution, 
but because of a limited amount 
of space for this election guide, 
those candidates are not included. 
For a look at the Denton County 
candidates visit www.impactnews.
com/dfw-metro/plano/election.

Court upholds voter id law for nov. 4 election*
U.S. District Court Judge Nelva Gonzales Ramos ruled Oct. 9 that the state’s 
voter identification law is unconstitutional. The voter ID law, approved in May 
2011 by the Texas Legislature as Senate Bill 14, required voters to present one 
form of photo ID before casting their ballots. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the 
Legislature’s decision in 2013.

Lauren Bean, deputy communications director for the Texas Attorney General’s 
office, issued a statement announcing the state would appeal Ramos’ ruling im-
mediately to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit to resolve the matter 
quickly and avoid voter confusion in the upcoming election. 

“The Attorney General’s office will take all legal action necessary to avoid voter 
confusion and ensure that the law is in effect for the upcoming election,” she 
said. “The U.S. Supreme Court has already ruled that voter ID laws are constitu-
tional, so we are confident the Texas law will be upheld on appeal.”

In her ruling Ramos said the state’s photo ID law “creates a substantial burden 
on the fundamental right to vote, has a discriminatory effect and purpose, and 
constitutes a poll tax.” According to the ruling, “The court holds that 
SB 14 creates an unconstitutional burden on the right to vote, has an imper-
missible discriminatory effect against Hispanics and African-Americans, and 
was imposed with an unconstitutional discriminatory purpose.”

Because Ramos did not issue a final judgment on the ruling, it was unclear if 
the ruling would affect early voting, which began Oct. 20. The Fifth Circuit Court 
ruled Oct. 14 the state’s voter ID law would remain in effect for the Nov. 4 elec-
tion and early voting.

According to the ruling, “This is not a run-of-the-mill case; instead, it is a voting 
case decided on the eve of the election. ... Thus, the value of preserving the status 
quo [the state’s voter ID law] here is much higher than in most other contexts.”

*Information updated as of October 15, 2014. Visit www.texas.gov for updates.
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My Conservative Agenda:
• Protect our dedicated Children's Textbook Fund (PSF) for its 

intended purpose and not let it be raided by Austin politicians.

• Make certain that our textbooks are historically and factually 
accurate as opposed to being politically correct.

• Must teach our children the basics

• Against Common core & CSCOPE

Dear Friends,

Championing education 
has been one of the 
greatest joys of my life. 
I am so grateful that 
you have entrusted that 
privilege to me as your 
member on the State 
Board of Education. 
Together we have made 
great strides in Texas 
education and the future 

of our children and grandchildren. However, our job is 
not done and I ask for your support and your vote in 
November so that we continue on the  
journey we have begun.

Tincy Miller
www.TincyMiller.com 

VOTE for
Tincy Miller

State Board of Education, District 12

RE-Elect
Tincy Miller
State Board of Education

MY RECORD:
• Helped facilitate the passage of the first Dyslexia Law in Texas and established 

the first Parent-Teacher Dyslexia Handbook. 

• Helped implement the first phonics-based state curriculum in our Texas schools.

• Protected our dedicated Children's Textbook Fund from special interest groups 
who wanted to raid the fund.

• By reigning in the managers of the Permanent School Fund she saved the State 
of Texas millions of dollars.

Political ad paid for by Tincy Miller Campaign.
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For every gallon of gas a driver 
purchases in Texas, 18.4 
cents pays the federal fuel tax, 
which supports roads, and 20 
cents pays the state fuel tax. 
Of the 20 cent tax, 15 cents 
goes to the State Highway 
Fund and 5 cents goes to the 
state education system. 
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In 2013 the average fuel 
economy of cars sold in the U.S. 
reached an all-time high of 24.9 
miles per gallon, according 
to a study by the University 
of Michigan Transportation 
Institute. As fuel economy 
improves, drivers are using  
less fuel, paying less in 
fuel taxes and, therefore, 
contributing less to the SHF. 

Prop. 1 would divert about 
$1.7 billion in oil and gas 
production taxes from the 
Rainy Day Fund in its first 
year alone. Even if Prop. 
1 is approved, the Texas 
Comptroller’s Office estimates 
the fund would have about $8 
billion in it by fall 2015.

According to the 
Legislative Budget Board, 
the biggest revenue 
sources for the SHF are the 
motor fuels tax and federal 
funds. Fees for driver’s 
licenses and vehicle 
registrations also help pay 
for roads and road debt. 

OVERPASS
$5.8 MILLION
 PER LANE MILE

FREEWAY WIDENING
$6.1 MILLION
PER LANE MILE

FREEWAY INTERCHANGE
$250 MILLION

APPROXIMATELYAPPROXIMATELY

APPROXIMATELY

companies—goes to the state’s Economic 
Stabilization Fund, also known as the Rainy 
Day Fund, and the remaining 25 percent 
helps fund the state’s education system. If 
Proposition 1 passes, 37.5 percent of the 
severance tax would continue to go to the 
Rainy Day Fund, and 37.5 percent of the 
tax would go to the SHF. The remaining  
25 percent would continue funding the 
state’s education system.

The revenue would come without rais-
ing taxes and would have an assortment 
of strings attached, including a provision 
barring the money from being used for  
construction of toll roads and a mandate 
for TxDOT to identify $100 million of cost  
savings.

Even with the RTC’s $98.7 billion invest-
ment in projects and programs planned 
during the next 21 years, travel times on 
North Central Texas roadways are esti-
mated to increase nearly 45 percent because 
of congestion, according to the RTC.

Wilson said the council in 2013 imple-
mented a long-range transportation plan, 
called Mobility 2035, which is designed 
to maximize funds and utilize the exist-
ing capacity of area roadways to improve 
regional mobility. However, funds to the 
tune of $1.1 billion per year more than 
current transportation funding levels are 
needed to fund Mobility 2035, she said.

North Central Texas is not alone in trans-
portation funding problems. Scott Hay-
wood, a spokesman for Move Texas For-
ward, an organization created by former 
TxDOT commissioners dedicated to lobby-
ing for increased funding for Texas roads, 
said Prop. 1 would help TxDOT bridge 
its estimated $5 billion annual shortfall 
for maintaining existing roads and paying 
down its debt.

of assumed increases in the fuel efficiency 
of vehicles between 2007 and 2031. 

To overcome that deficit, the study found 
TxDOT would need to raise the state’s por-
tion of the fuel tax 665 percent from $0.20 
to $1.53 per gallon of gas.

To keep up with the state’s growth, Texas 
voters approved bond debt issuance for 
road infrastructure in 2001, 2003 and 2007 
totaling $17 billion, Haywood said. In all, 
stagnating revenue sources and mounting 
debt have left the state with a cash-strapped 
department, he said.

“When you look at the next [two years], 
we have a significant 
drop-off in what the 
department can do from 
a transportation stand-
point,” Haywood said.

Identifying savings
If Prop. 1 passes, 

TxDOT must identify 
$100 million of savings. 
It is not clear how those 
savings will be identi-
fied.

“TxDOT is continu-
ing to look at opportu-
nities set forth in [the 
Prop. 1 legislation] that 
will fulfill this legislative 
requirement,” TxDOT 
spokesman Mark Cross 
said in an email. TxDOT 
is required to report in 
writing to the Legisla-
ture on the implemen-
tation of $100 million 

in savings and efficiencies by August 2015. 
TxDOT already has a voluntary program 
meant to save money that involves turning 
over control and maintenance of some of 
its roads to cities, Cross said.

How we got here
Haywood said most of the state’s trans-

portation revenue sources have remained 
steady since the early 1990s, but costs and 
traffic congestion have soared. Currently 
20 cents of every gallon of gas purchased 
in Texas goes toward the state’s fuel tax. 
Of that amount, 5 cents helps fund the 
state’s education system, and 15 cents goes 
toward the SHF. 

The fund is also bolstered by the state’s 
vehicle registration fee, among other 
sources. In 2012 the fuel tax provided  
$2.3 billion for the SHF. Since the early 
1990s, how-
ever, the cost of 
building roads 
has doubled, 
Haywood said. 
Additionally, 
in 2013, the 
average fuel 
economy of 
cars sold in the 
U.S. reached 
an all-time 
high of 24.9 
miles per gal-
lon, according 
to a study by 
the University 
of Michigan 
Transportation 
Institute. 

As fuel econ-
omy improves, 
drivers use less 
fuel, pay less in 
fuel taxes and 
contribute less to the SHF.

According to a 2007 study commissioned 
by TxDOT entitled “Accounting for Fuel 
Efficiency in Texas Fuel Tax Revenue Esti-
mations,” the department could lose out on 
$86 billion in fuel tax collections because 

Local support
The Texas House of Representatives voted 

124-2 in August 2013 to put Prop. 1 on this 
November’s ballot.

State Rep. Van Taylor, R-Plano, said there 
were a lot of plans being circulated on 
how to best fund our state’s critical trans-
portation and infrastructure needs and he 
worked with legislators to craft Prop. 1 as 
the solution.

“To meet the demands of our rapidly 
growing population, Proposition 1 increases 
transportation funding while providing 
new critical protections for our Rainy Day 
Fund and ensures that not one dime of this 
money can go towards toll roads,” he said.

Taylor said he hopes voters will support 
Prop. 1 in November, as it would “success-
fully address” both long- and short-term 
needs and long-term financial responsibil-
ity.”

Jamee Jolly, president and CEO of the 
Plano Chamber of Commerce, said Prop. 1 
will be a small step in the right direction to 
fund the state’s transportation needs.

“With the population growth and addi-
tion of new corporations and businesses 
in Plano and the North Texas region, it is 
extremely important that proper funding 
for transportation be put in place to fulfill 
the construction, maintenance and plan-
ning needs that currently exist,” Jolly said.  

She pointed out that revenue funds trans-
ferred to the State Highway Fund may only 
be used for the development of public road-
ways.

“Many companies and individuals 
choose to make Plano their home due 
to the quality of life, which includes the  
ability to move efficiently from place to 
place whether for work, school or play,” 
Jolly said. “We encourage the passage of 
Proposition 1 as a start.”

16 impactnews.com/vote-2014

Proposition 1
Continued from | 1

For more information visit impactnews.com

“With the population 
growth and addition of 
new corporations and 
businesses in Plano and 
the North Texas region, 
it is extremely impor-
tant that proper fund-
ing for transportation 
be put in place to fulfill 
the construction, main-
tenance and planning 
needs that currently 
exist.”

—Jamee Jolly, president and CEO of the Plano 
Chamber of Commerce
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Businesses to benefit from four new hotels developed in the Legacy corridor
By Renee Hansen

With the opening of Hilton Dallas 
Plano/Granite Park, the newest completed 
development in the office park, on  
Aug. 28, Plano unveiled a full-service 
hotel that accommodates the business 
community’s need for more meeting and 
event space. But even after the Hilton’s 
opening, hotel development continues to 
thrive in the Legacy corridor.

The hotel boasts 30,000 square feet of 
meeting or event space that includes two 
ballrooms and 11 separate rooms. The 
hotel also features a 24-hour business 
center, an on-site convenience store and a 
restaurant. 

Joe Thompson, director of sales and 
marketing with the hotel, said there is a 
demand for a full-service hotel in Plano 
and before the Hilton’s opening, the Mar-
riott at Legacy Town Center was the only 
Plano hotel able to meet that need. 

“There’s just a lot of corporate travel, 
and there’s a need for meeting [space],” 
Thompson said.

Four new hotels are expected to open 
in Plano by January 2015, several offering 
meeting space and locations convenient to 
the city’s office parks. 

“With Granite Park, people are see-
ing a need for hotels in that area,” said 
Millerann Moya, marketing manager for 

Plano Convention & Visitors Bureau. “For 
a long time [Plano has] had hotels with 
meeting space, but it just wasn’t enough. 
We have a beautiful lot at Legacy, but 
there needs to be more.” 

Moya said the four new additions 
include Spring Hill Suites by Marriott, 
which will open at 8401 Angels Drive; 
Cambria Suites, 7500 Parkwood Blvd. and 
Hampton Inn Plano East, 2813 E. Presi-
dent George Bush Hwy., each expected to 
open in December; and Staybridge Suites 
Plano North, expected to open January 
2015 at 8355 Parkwood Blvd.

Except for the Hampton Inn, the three 
other hotel projects are located around 
the Legacy corridor. Adrian Chavez, gen-
eral manager of Cambria Suites in Plano, 
said the Choice Hotels chain, which owns 
the Cambria Suites, intends to benefit 
from the area’s business clientele. 

He said the Plano location is the first 
Cambria Suites in Texas and is the 
company’s first dedicated brand to the 
business traveler. 

The hotel includes 129 rooms and 
will specifically cater to corporate firms 
through the facility’s 2,500 square feet of 
meeting space, Chavez said.

He also said the impact of incoming 
companies such as Toyota and FedEx as 
well as the mix of current companies in 

Plano, are a draw for hotels as well.
“Plano is a hotbed. The [Legacy] cor-

ridor is corporate heavy. I’m pretty sure 
that’s a huge reason why you see all these 
other hotels coming,” Chavez said.

As Toyota prepares for its relocation, 
Moya said employees and their families 
are looking for hotel rooms as they visit 
Plano. The city also benefits from its loca-
tion 25 minutes from Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport, Moya said. By 
January 2015, Plano will have 39 hotels in 
the city.

“Dallas/Fort Worth is the top touring 

market in the United States, and [Plano] 
feeds off of that,” she said.

Sally Bane, director of economic devel-
opment for the city of Plano, said that the 
biggest opportunity for hotels in the city 
is to accommodate business meetings, 
and in turn, these hotels bring revenue to 
the city by attracting travelers into Plano. 

“From the outside you have hotel and 
motel tax coming in, you have people 
eating at restaurants generating sales tax,” 
Bane said. “It’s an important churn in 
economic development.” 
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The Hilton
The full-service hotel 

opened Aug. 28

Hotel development available by January 2015

We Sell the Best and 
Service the Rest!

A Step in the Right 
Direction!

469-513-2222
www.CompassAirService.com

• No Interest up to 60 months
• No Down Payment
• Up to 10-year Parts and Labor Warranty
• Free Estimates on new units

Up to 

$1250
TRADE-IN
and 60 Months No Interest

• Trane XV18 and Trane XV20i    
   Systems
• 10 Year Parts and 2 Year
   Labor Warranty
• Plus free Wi-Fi Thermostat

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 60 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$1000
TRADE-IN

and 36 Months
No Interest

• XR-15-16-17
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Year Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Effi ciency Air
   Filter System

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 36 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$500
TRADE-IN

and 12 Months
No Interest

• XR13 or 14 SEER
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Years Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Effi ciency Air
   Filter System

C   MPASS AIR SERVICES
TACLA 43996E

Complete Installation Available   
Free In-Home Estimate

Why Choose PEEK’S?
• Huge Inventory
• Lifetime Carpet Labor Warranty
• Consumers’ Choice Award 2006-2014 

Since 1969

1-800-NEW-FLOOR 

CARPET • WOOD 
TILE • STONE

2006-2014

www.PeeksCarpet.com

NATIONAL KARASTAN MONTH!
UP TO $1000 BACK IN REBATES!

HARDWOOD SALE!!!

Beautiful Plush
Textured Plush
Karastan Plush Carpet
Masland 100% Wool

$2.19 sq ft installed
$1.69 sq ft installed
$2.99 sq ft installed
$4.99 sq ft installed

12” Ceramic Tile

Hand Scraped Hickory    $5.99-$7.99

¾” Solid Red Oak
2¼ strip

IN STOCK

INSTALLED

INSTALLED

sq ft installed

sq ft installed
$9.99

$4.49
sq ft installed

Open Sundays! 10,000 sq ft
of Beautiful Choices
2595 Preston Rd Ste. 200
Frisco, TX 75034
972.712.2341

Look for our SuperStore
1002 N. Central Expressway
Richardson, TX 75080
972.479.9100
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06 Courtyard Texas Music 
Series 

Guests enjoy a performance by John 
Anderson, a country artist with signature 
hits, such as “Wild and Blue” and 
“Straight Tequila Night.” Anderson has 
received Country Music Association 
nominations for Male Vocalist, Song 
of the Year and Album of the Year and 
has won a CMA award for his single 
“Swingin’.” 7:30 p.m. $25. Plano 
Courtyard Theater, 1509 Ave. H.  
972-941-5611. www.planostages.com

14 through 15  
Log and Timber Home Show 

Guests can meet with builders as well as 
log and timber home companies to ask 
questions, engage in workshops and meet 
editors of magazines, such as Log Home 
Living and Country’s Best Cabins. Workshop 
topics include design, financing, energy 
efficiency and site work. Noon–8 p.m. (Fri.), 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Sat.). $12 (online), $15 (at 
the door). Plano Centre, 2000 E. Spring 
Creek Parkway. 972-941-5840.  
www.thelogandtimberhomeshow.com/
shows/151

20 Sustainability Series: Energy 
This interactive talk is the second 

in a six-part series by the Sustainability 
and Environmental Education Department. 
The education series provides information 
to residents on the various ways to live a 
greener lifestyle. This discussion teaches 
guests where their energy comes from, the 
costs to produce it and how to reduce use. 
7–8:30 p.m. Free. Harrington Library, 1501 
18th St. 972-769-4130. www.plano.gov/212/
Environmental-Education-Sustainability

22 Plano Christmas Market
The event showcases 

handmade holiday gifts made of fabric, 
wood, ceramic and glass. Exhibitors also 
feature jewelry, clothing, candles, soaps 
and food items, such as salsas, jams 
and dips. Collin County seniors stock 
the Hip Hip for Gray booth with a variety 
of crafts including quilts, baby items 
and ornaments. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. (Sat.), 
noon–4 p.m. (Sun.). Free. Carpenter Park 
Recreation Center, 6701 Coit Road. 972-
941-7000. www.plano.gov/2396/Plano-
Christmas-Market

November

01 Taverna Rossa’s One-Year 
Anniversary Shin-dig

The restaurant celebrates its anniversary with 
a beer garden and all-day celebration event. 
The event features activities for children and 
families throughout the day as well as an 
adult-oriented atmosphere in the evening. 
Beer sales from the garden benefit Minnie’s 
Food Pantry. Scott Schults and the Maylee 
Thomas Band provide musical entertainment. 
11 a.m.–midnight. Taverna Rossa,  
4005 Preston Road, Ste. 512.  
972-403-3321. www.tavernarossa.com

01 The I Am Second Run
Participants can run a 5K or 10K, 

walk or jog the fun run or sponsor the run 
that winds a course through Oak Point 
and Bob Woodruff park. Participants can 
run individually or in teams, warm up with 
a former Navy SEAL and meet individuals 
featured on www.iamsecond.com films. 
7–10:15 a.m. $20–$50. Oak Point Park 
Amphitheater, 2801 E. Spring Creek Parkway. 
214-440-1101.  
www.iamsecondrun.com

through Nov. 02 
‘As I See It’ exhibit
The exhibit features oil and acrylic 
paintings from local artist Marie Renfro, 
who has studied in Switzerland, France, 
Holland, Italy, England and Russia. 
ArtCentre Executive Director Suzy Jones 
said Renfro’s use of colors and abstract 
marks make her paintings come to life.  
10 a.m.–5 p.m. Tue.–Sat. Free. ArtCentre 
of Plano, 901 18th St.  972-423-7809.  
www.artcentreofplano.org

05 through 09  
‘Neath the Wreath 

The annual event features items from 
more than 120 merchant booths. 
Proceeds benefit programs and projects 
of the Junior League of Collin County.  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. (Thu.), 9 a.m.–9 p.m. (Fri.),  
9 a.m.–6 p.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m.–4 p.m. 
(Sun.). Free (children age 12 and younger), 
$10 (advance tickets at Tom Thumb), 
$13 (at the door). Plano Centre, 2000 E. 
Spring Creek Parkway. 972-769-0557.  
www.neaththewreath.org

October

25 Movies in the Park
Guests enjoy an outdoor showing 

of “Monsters, Inc.,” a family-friendly film 
centered around characters, such as James 
P. Sullivan and Mike Wazowski. 8 p.m. Free 
(children age 14 and younger), $5 (adult). 
Oak Point Park Amphitheater, 2801 E. Spring 
Creek Parkway. 972-941-7000.  
www.plano.gov

30 Boo Bash
Participants can come to the 

trick or treat event dressed in costume 
and enjoy a night of carnival games. 
Winners will receive prizes for prettiest, 
scariest and best homemade costumes. 
Guests are also invited to invent a 
superhero costume for prizes. 5–8 p.m. 
Free. Tom Muehlenbeck Center,  
5801 W. Parker Road. 972-769-4404. 
www.plano.gov

31 Dia de los Muertos/Halloween 
Bash

Urban Rio Cantina and Grill hosts Halloween 
festivities that include food, drinks, 
giveaways, specials and a costume contest 
at On the Rocks.  Live musician Chet 
Stevens performs during the event. Urban 
Rio Cantina and Grill is a Mexican restaurant 
located in the original Plano Ice House in 
downtown with cuisine from both sides of 
the Rio Grande Valley. 10 p.m.–2 a.m. Free. 
1000 E. 14th St., Ste. 100. 972-422-4466. 
www.urbanrio.com 

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Plano events at  
impactnews.com/pln-calendar.

To have Plano events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday  
of the month.

Online calendar

Compiled by Renee Hansen

C
o

ur
te

sy
 D

al
la

s 
A

rb
o

re
tu

m

Worth the TRIP

through 26
Autumn at the Arboretum
Guests enjoy the fall season 

at the arboretum with more than 65,000 
pumpkins, gourds and squash that 
comprise the Pumpkin Village. There are 
special events, photo opportunities and 
fall festivities available daily, including 
Cinderella’s Carriage, a hay bale maze 
and scavenger hunts. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free 
(children younger than 2), $10 (children ages 
3–12), $12 (seniors), $15 (adults). Dallas 
Arboretum and Botanical Garden,  
8525 Garland Road, Dallas. 214-515-6500.  
www.dallasarboretum.org

N OV
01

Blue Martini Lounge  
7301 Lone Star Drive • 972-727-2583  
www.bluemartinilounge.com 
Oct. 25 Tin Man 
Oct. 28 Chinatown 
Oct. 29 Party Machine
Oct. 31 Downtown Fever  
Nov. 1 Mars Hill  
Nov. 7 In10City
Nov. 8 Grand Theft Auto
Nov. 14 Electric Circus
Nov. 15 Platinum 5
Nov. 21 Party Machine 
 
Angela’s at the Crosswalk 
1010 E. 15th St. •  972-633-9500 
angelascrosswalk.com
Oct. 24 Jerry Rizzi and Friends
Oct. 25 Dallas Songwriter Association  
      Showcase
Oct. 30 Eddie Goodsen
Oct. 31 Brett Holman
Nov. 1 Andrew Dutton
Nov. 7  The Iron Fist of Duncan  
Nov. 14 Lorynn the Redhead 
Nov. 20 Madi Davis 
Nov. 21 Andrew Dutton

Urban Rio Cantina & Grill  
1000 E. 14th St., Ste. 100 •  972-422-4466 
www.urbanrio.com
Oct. 29 Mickey the Rat  
Nov. 1 Josh Goode 
Nov. 6 Darron Williams
Nov. 13 Droo

Featured 
              LIVE MUSIC
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Featured Event

O C T
25

Downtown Plano 
Feastival 
The festival features music, 

food and art from Collin County and 
North Texas. Live entertainment 
includes a headline performance 
by Jonathan Tyler and the Northern 
Lights. Other activities include the 
Great Pumpkin Race and Special 
Olympics of Texas Fire Truck Pull.  
10 a.m.–8 p.m. Free. 15th Street.  
972-543-8840.  
www.visitdowntownplano.com 
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N estled in the middle of LakeSide 
Market on Preston Road, a local 
bakery offers walk-in custom-

ers new aromas and unique flavors of 
cupcakes, crepes and macarons each 
day. Customers are greeted with a rusti-
cally decorated shop where the walls 
are adorned with quotes written in 
calligraphy and cupcakes sit atop cake 
plates surrounded by timber and antique 
birdcages.

Born and raised in Plano, owner 
Rachel Barbaro opened Sugar Ray’s Bake 
Shop in November 2013. She designed 
her store to represent Texas and dares to 
be different from other bakeries by  
offering unique flavors each day.

“What makes me different is I don’t 
have a set menu. My menu changes every 
single day,” Barbaro said. 

Each day Barbaro bakes seven to eight 
flavors of cupcakes ($3 each) to feature in 
the glass display case. Every treat is made 
fresh the morning it goes out on display, 
and most days, Barbaro said she does not 
know what flavors will be featured until 
she gets to work at 8 a.m.

She said the surprise of flavors frus-
trates some customers while others 
love the different flavors each day, and 
helps to distinguish her shop from other 
bakeries around the area. Barbaro said 
the lack of a menu maintains spontaneity 
within her store. 

Some flavors are inspired from  
Barbaro’s breakfast appetite upon waking 
up in the morning, like the Blueberry 
Crumbcake. She created the flavor from 
scratch after craving it for breakfast one 
morning, made a batch and set the items 
out in the display case for purchase by  
11 a.m.

Barbaro keeps staple flavors available 
daily including milk chocolate, red velvet 
and vanilla bean, but other fan favorites 
include flavors, such as pumpkin spice 

and varieties of lemon.
Barbaro received a bachelor’s degree in 

Restaurant, Hotel and Institutional Man-
agement from Texas Tech University, and 
worked in different career fields such as 
event planning, photography and as a 
disc jockey assistant. Baking remained a 
hobby until she made a marble-flavored 
cake for her mother’s birthday party in 
2010. Barbaro said the cake received so 
much attention that she started receiving 
requests for baked goods. As she started 
fulfilling orders, she ran out of space at 
her parents’ home, covering the kitchen 
table and even the pool table with  
cupcakes, she said. 

“Literally overnight, I was getting so 
much business for cupcakes that I had to 
do something about it,” Barbaro said. 

The native Texan makes all cupcakes 
to order, and custom designs cupcake 
decorations with melted chocolate. 

While Barbaro has her hand in 
each baked good at the shop, she said 
she receives help. She hired her first 
employee, Jacky Villa, two months ago, 
who helps with cleaning the bakery as 
well as picking up on tasks that Barbaro 
does not have time for on particularly 
busy days. The business is also a fam-
ily affair. Barbaro’s mother, Connie, is 
often in the store and helps manage the 
front desk, and Barbaro’s aunt, Cindy 
Ferguson, knows several of the recipes to 
prepare cupcake frostings. 

In addition to running her business, 
baking daily and researching future reci-
pes, Barbaro also makes every delivery 
herself to assure customers safety and 
care for every order. 

“I always want people to know that I 
will be the one making [the order] and I 
will be the one driving it down and set-
ting it up,” Barbaro said. “I take pride in 
the fact that I do everything here.”

Sugar Ray’s Bake Shop
Local bakery aims to be original every day

BUSINESS

Sugar Ray’s Bake Shop

W Spring Creek Pkwy.
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4021 Preston Road, Ste. 624
972-403-9200  
www.sugarraysbakeshop.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Rachel Barbaro started her cupcake business out of her parents’ home before opening her own bakery.

Barbaro bakes and decorates every order.
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By Renee Hansen

The bakery features strawberry lemon cupcakes.

More than just cupcakes

Owner Rachel Barbaro also sells various 
flavors of macaroons, such as vanilla bean 
and salted caramel, and three flavors of 
crepes, including Chunky Monkey, Fresh Fruit 
and Nutella and the signature Banana Foster 
crepe. 

She also takes build-your-own requests. 
Each order is available to-go or for takeout. 
Barbaro likes to tell her customers, “Come for 
the cupcakes, stay for the crepes.”

Macarons:   $1.50 each, box of 5 is available

Crepes:  $5 each
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Kelly’s Eastside

Owner Tim Kelly stands in front of the life-size horse statue that has become an icon for Kelly’s Eastside.

The Southwestern Burger ($10.50) includes peppers, onion, guacamole, sour cream and pico de gallo. 
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Kelly’s Eastside
Once a blacksmith shop, restaurant and bar 
embodies originality of downtown Plano

N ot sure where Kelly’s Eastside is 
located in downtown Plano?

No problem—just look for 
the life-size horse statue in front of the 
restaurant.

Owner Tim Kelly started the restau-
rant and bar in 2003, and the painted 
fiberglass horse statue originally  
purchased to help a local school raise 
funds has turned into an icon.

Kelly, the mind and skill behind the 
restaurant’s handmade bar food menu, 
said he has been interested in cooking 
since he was 5 years old and has been 
in the restaurant business for years. 
He opened Kelly’s Eastside 18 months 
after his Richardson restaurant, Taffy’s, 
burned in November 2001. When it 
opened, Kelly’s Eastside was one of only 
two restaurants in downtown Plano, sur-
rounded by not much more than bou-
tiques and antique shops. 

“I like the area,” he said. “It’s close to 
my house. It’s on the east side where my 
kids went to school. It was something 
that the east side needed—all the restau-
rants were being built on the west side or 
on the highway—and this building just 
had a good feel to it.”

Through the years, Kelly’s Eastside 
has weathered the drastic changes in 
downtown Plano. The once quiet area 
now has modern apartments and more 
than a dozen restaurants. Downtown has 
become a hub for the late-night crowd, 
with many patrons walking from nearby 
apartments.

Kelly said more people coming to 
downtown Plano is a good thing. But 
in the past few years, business has not 
been without its challenges—namely a 
lack of parking, road construction that 
makes it difficult to navigate the area and 
increased competition from an influx of 
restaurants.

Kelly’s Eastside earns its share of 
patrons by keeping a stock of 28 beers on 
draft, including about eight to 10 rotat-
ing craft beers. The most popular side of 
the restaurant, the bar area, features an 
eclectic mix of couches, tall tables and 
enough TVs to keep sports fans happy, 
Kelly said. 

Regardless of what is constructed 
around it, Kelly’s Eastside keeps the 
nostalgic feel of downtown Plano. The 
restaurant was originally a blacksmith 
shop, and before the restaurant opened, 
he said stucco was stripped off the inside 
walls to allow the exposed brick and 
other original features to show through.

The restaurant’s rustic feel is comple-
mented by a menu that includes every-
thing from burgers to barbecue, tacos, 
chicken-fried steak, salads and more.

“We cook on a wood-burning grill so 
all our hamburgers, our chicken and all 
our fish has a smoky smell,” Kelly said. 
“We have a smoker in the back where 
we cook all the briskets, the ribs and the 
pork. We have your standard bar food 
but everything we have here is made 
fresh from scratch.”

The most popular menu items are the 
burgers, Kelly said. There are nine to 
choose from, ranging from the South-
western Burger (cheese, peppers, onion, 
guacamole, sour cream and pico de gallo, 
$10.50) to the Hickory Jalapeno Burger 
(barbecue sauce, jalapenos, cheddar 
cheese and hickory smoked bacon, $10).

One of the owner’s favorite dishes is 
the Texas Fajitas, served with chicken, 
brisket, pork or shrimp (starts at $15).
Several desserts round out the menu 
choices, including carrot cake ($7.50), 
chocolate pecan pie ($6.50) and the ooey 
gooey cake, not even listed on the menu.

DINING

1422 K Ave. 
972-424-9200
www.kellyseastside.com
Hours: Mon.–Sun. 11 a.m.–2 a.m.

The outdoor patio area is a popular area for 
patrons to enjoy a meal at Kelly’s Eastside. 

By Krista Wadsworth
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Precious memories fade away...
so capture the moment

We specialize in:
 Portraits, Weddings
Commercial, Fashion

Sports, Outdoor

supremedreamphoto.com  •  facebook.com/SupremeDreamPhotography  •  214-354-6584

1515 Rio Grande | Plano, TX

(855) 496-9522
LiveAtTheWestside.com

Newly Renovated  
Apartment Homes
• Full Black Appliance Package w/ Microwave
• Wood Finish Flooring
• Designer Paint
• Spacious Open Kitchen

Spectacular Amenities Include:
• 5 Saltwater Pools With New Outdoor Furniture
• 3 Outdoor Kitchen Grilling Areas
• Bark Park
• Tennis Court
• State Of The Art Fitness Center
• iLounge Business Center

You will love our amazing transformation within 
the community; great Plano location with 

DART nearby. Children attend the prestigious 
Plano ISD and the community is zoned to 

Shepard Elementary, Wilson Middle School, 
Vines High School, and Plano Senior High.
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Rebecca Egelston Caso
Plano’s Citizen of the Year takes inspiration 
from her family and fellow volunteers

A 23-year resident of Plano, 
Rebecca Egelston Caso accepted 
this year’s Chamber of Com-

merce Citizen of the Year award for her 
volunteer work and personal contribu-
tions to the city Oct. 2 at the Hilton Dal-
las/Plano Granite Park Hotel.

However, it wasn’t standing under the 
spotlight that Caso said she cherished 
most from that night. Rather, it was 
receiving the award under the gaze of her 
family who has supported her work from 
the beginning. 

Born and raised in Dallas, Caso expe-
rienced volunteer work at a young age as 
she accompanied her mother on volunteer 
outings throughout the city, playing the 
piano and helping out where she could. 

“For [my family], [volunteering] has 
never really been a choice,” she said. “I 
grew up watching my mom volunteer.”

Now with a family of her own, Caso has 
not only left her handprint on a number 
of organizations throughout the city, but 
also passed down her 
volunteer roots to her 
two children.

“I have a family 
that supports [volun-
teerism],” Caso said. “I 
could not do, and  
continue to do what I 
have done without a 
strong support system.” 

Caso, an attorney, 
started her career in 
litigation, but after the 
birth of her first child, 
she switched to a more 
flexible practice in real estate. As a  
volunteer, Caso has served in groups 
such as school parent-teacher associa-
tions and the Children’s Medical Center 
Foundation. Caso also serves organiza-
tions throughout the county and Metro-
plex, such as the Junior League of Collin 
County and United Way of Metroplex 
Dallas. Caso is a recipient of the national 
ATHENA Leadership Award, honoring 
her assistance in helping women attain 
professional excellence. 

One of her primary roles with these 
organizations is facilitation, in which 
she helps groups build capacity, develop 
strategic plans, set goals and foster  
collaboration. 

Jamee Jolly, president and CEO of the 
Plano Chamber of Commerce said Caso is 
the epitome of servant leadership.

“She not only volunteers of her time 
and talents, but she works hard to train 
others to serve in leadership and facilita-
tor roles,” Jolly said. “As Plano continues 
to grow, it is more important than ever to 
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By Renee Hansen

cultivate future leaders and I am so thank-
ful for Rebecca’s dedication to doing just 
that.”

Despite being pulled in so many  
directions 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, Caso said she has never  

experienced burnout.
“My family recharges my 

battery,” she said. 
Her passion for service 

stems from several differ-
ent things, she said, but one 
of the primary factors is the 
opportunity to mentor and 
train other women to become 
leaders. She enjoys spreading 
vision and inspiring others 
to grow, and Caso said she 
has put herself in places that 
return these sentiments.

“I’m fortunate that I have 
connected myself with organizations that 
feed that passion that I have. I’m also lucky 
that I work with people who continue to 
challenge and inspire me,” Caso said. “I 
love my life.”

Caso’s service as a volunteer in Plano 
includes, but is not limited to:

• Children’s Medical Center Beyond
• Children’s Medical Center Foundation
• Director and immediate past president of 

Plano ISD Education Foundation board
• Junior League of Collin County 
• Leadership Plano, Class 24
• Collin County Council on Family Violence
• Journey of Hope Grief Support Center 

Advisory Board
• Collin County Medical Reserve Corps
• Plano Symphony Orchestra Advisory 

Council
• CASA of Collin County Board and 

Advisory Board
• Plano Children’s Theatre, founding 

Board of Directors and Advisory Board 
member

“I could not do, 
and continue to 
do what I have 
done without a 
strong support 
system.”
- Rebecca Egelston Caso

Volunteer experience

HDPA
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN PLANO ASSOCIAT ION

Presented by:

Presenting sponsors:

food. family. fun.
Saturday, October 25th

10am – 8pm
Historic Downtown Plano

Support Plano and Collin County families by bringing canned and 
shelf stable foods to one of 3 entrances.

Live Music ALL DAY 
beginning at 11:30am

Headliner

Jonathan Tyler and
the Northern Lights
beginning at 6:45pm

•  Special Olympics Texas Fire truck Pull  •

•   This Side Up 3rd Annual Pumpkin Race  •

•   Raising Cane’s Kids Zone  •

•   Kroger Beer and Wine Garden  •
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Assistance Center of Collin County

Natalie Evans (from left), Yvonne Booker, Steve Sutton and Joyce Neal serve at the assistance center.
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Assistance Center 
of Collin County
Organization aims to intervene for residents 
struggling in the face of a financial crisis

F or 37 years, the Assistance Center 
of Collin County has remained a 
home base to families and indi-

viduals in need of immediate, short-term 
assistance in the middle of a crisis. 

The nonprofit organization began as an 
information referral program that served 
as a middleman to connect county  
residents with other agencies or resources 
that could provide assistance. 

These days, the center continues to 
provide referral service, but also provides 
direct services primarily to clients who 
need help in paying rent and utility bills. 

Executive Director Yvonne Booker said 
ACCC offers on-site direct assistance to 
its clients. 

However, if the center cannot ful-
fill the need at that time, she said the 
center retains a database of 345 agencies 
throughout Collin County that can help 
remedy the client’s situation.

“We’re the first point of contact for 
people in need and the first place another 
agency or other service organization 
in Plano would send someone if [the 
agency] doesn’t know how to get [the 
client] the help they need,” said Steve 
Sutton, chairman of the board for ACCC. 
“While [the client] may not get the direct 
assistance here, we’ll at least connect 
them to a place they can go.” 

While Booker said the primary need 
used to be moment-in-time events, such 
as Christmas presents or back-to-school 
issues, the most direct need for the 
community now is rental and utility fee 
assistance because of the increased costs 
of living in Plano and surrounding areas.

Through one-on-one meetings with 
each client, ACCC determines on a case-
by-case basis the best way to steward 
financial donations, said Program Direc-
tor Natalie Evans said.

ACCC does not cover the cost of an 
entire bill, but rather contributes a  
portion. The organization also  
provides checks written out directly to 
the landlord or utility company, and 
verifies receipt of payment from compa-
nies as well.  

“That leveraged dollar helps [the client] 
feel as though they are still in control of 
their economic well-being,” Booker said. 
“We empower, we don’t enable.” 

While Sutton said the general public 
has limited awareness of ACCC, the  
nonprofit receives numerous referrals 
from other local agencies. 

“There are hundreds of agencies 
around but you only need to know one 
telephone number,” Sutton said.

NONPROFIT

900 18th St.
972-422-1850
www.assistancecenter.org
Hours:  
Call center Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Lobby Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

By Renee Hansen

17th St.

18th St.
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ACCC programs and services

• Homeless prevention
• Feed the hungry
• Provide emergency assistance
• Follow-up health care for patients 

and prescription medicine plans
• Faith-based benevolence
• “Tools for School” event
• “Hope for the Holidays” event

$38,000 
in rental 

assistance to 
102 households

800
food pantry 

visits

2,500
children received  
school supplies

Volunteer takes a call at the ACCC Call Center.

$91,500 
in utility 
assistance to 
319 households

28 volunteers

In 2014…

Source: The Assistance Center of Collin County

Minimum charges apply. Must present coupon at time of service. Not valid with any other offer or coupon. Residential only. Combined living areas, L-shaped rooms, and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Protector not included. Valid at participating locations only. Certain 
restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

TILE & GROUT CLEANINGCARPET CLEANING

Cleaning Completed By 11/30/14
Promo Code: 50TILE

Cleaning Completed By 11/30/14
Promo Code: SAVE99

$50
OFF

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

A CLEANER HOME
IS A

HEALTHIER HOME

asthma & allergy friendly™ Certification applies to 
Carpet Cleaning service only.

asthma & allergy friendly™ Certification applies to 
Carpet Cleaning service only.

$99
3 ROOMS
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W ith a population of more than 
270,000, Plano is the ninth 
largest city in Texas today. 

But in the early 1900s, Plano’s population 
boasted no more than a few thousand 
people.

Several factors contributed to the city’s 
growth, but transportation expansions 
expedited progress by connecting people 
throughout the region. Between 1908 and 
1948, an electric rail system was the area’s 
dominant mode of transportation.

Steam rail engines came to the city in 
1872, but these trains were inefficient, 
said Robert Haynes, Interurban Railway 
Museum curator.

“[Steam trains] were noisy, made lots 
of pollution, and they did not run very 
frequently,” Haynes said.

The Texas Electric Railway established 
its first line from Dallas to Denison in 
1908 using interurban train cars. Unlike 
steam trains, interurban cars ran on 
electricity and ran hourly between 6 a.m. 
and noon. Cities competed to be on the 
route of this new, efficient rail system that 
originally began as a passenger rail line, 

A photograph from 1909 depicts the first interurban car riders used on the Texas Electric Railway. 
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ncarrying about 40 people per car,  
Haynes said.

“It helped to invigorate all these com-
munities up and down the line,” he said.

Beginning in the 1920s, the cars also 
carried freight, including produce, mail 
and even film reels. Plano was primarily 
an agricultural community in the early 
1900s, and the electric railway expanded 
that industry by transporting goods once 
moved by wagons and oxen.

But moving freight contributed to the 
downfall of the Texas Electric Railway 
when the trains began carrying automo-
bile parts, Haynes said. 

“This becomes formidable competition 
for the interurban [railway] because the 
automobile becomes a matter of status 
and prestige, and you have the power to 
move about where you’re not tied to a 
schedule,” he said.

The interurban cars made their last pas-
senger run on Dec. 31, 1948, Haynes said. 
The trains continued to transport freight 
for another year.

The train station in downtown Plano 
remained unused for about 40 years. 

A few businesses leased the building, 
including a lawn mower shop,  
Haynes said.

In 1990, the building reopened as the 
Interurban Railway Museum. An inter-
urban train car from the Texas Electric 
Railway was recovered in Waxahachie 
and placed as a permanent exhibit at the 
museum that offers free admission. 

Johnnie Myers, a former Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit assistant vice president of 
bus operations, also donated more than 
40,000 photos of railway systems to the 
museum.

Texas Electric Railway
Early 1900s train cars helped Plano flourish
By Lindsey Juarez

HISTORY       PLANO

Interurban Railway Museum

901 E. 15th St. Plano
972-941-2117 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Sat. 1–5 p.m. Closed Sundays

E 15th St. 

15th Pl. 

E 16th St. 

H
 A

ve
. 

K
 A

ve
. 

CALL (214) 556.4562

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE
LASIK CONSULTATION TODAY!

For more than 30 years, our team at Kleiman|Evangelista Eye Center has 
shared one vision: to provide patients the ultimate eye care experience 
and the results they desire.

• Blade-Free HD IntraLASIK SM

• LifeStyle Lens Procedures
  for Cataracts and Over-40 Vision

• Laser Cataract Surgery
  with the LenSx Laser

• Visian ICL

Our new patient-centered facility 
opens in January 2015 on 

I-20 in Arlington, across from 
the Highlands Shopping Center.

Results may vary. Consult your physician.

OUR VISION 
IS YOUR VISION
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Get a mammogram
like your life depends on it.

15th Annual Celebrating Women Luncheon 

 When: Friday, October 24, 2014  

Where: Hilton Anatole Hotel, Dallas

Call 1.800.4BAYLOR

www.baylorhealth.com/celebratingwomen

Underwriting Chairman - Maggie Kipp Co-Chairman - Lisa LonginoCo-Chairman - Daffan Nettle

Wardrobe generously provided by TOOTSIES.
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“I think a lot of people have a vision of 
Plano that is outdated.”

Four public meetings are scheduled in 
November to present and receive feed-
back on the policies and action statements  
created within the new comprehensive plan. 

“We want citizens to feel [like they are] 
a part of our community and that they 
have a part in the public process,” Schwarz 
said. “Their input is important and we cer-
tainly want to ensure that we are providing  
adequate time and thought in listening to 
what they have to say.”

How it works
City staff began initial public outreach on 

the comprehensive plan in 2010 and held 
more than 30 meetings to gather public 
input before the visioning process began 
with staff and officials in 2013–14, Schwarz 
said. Workshops called “Take the Case” 
invited business owners, homeowners  
associations, schools and other  
organizations to participate in the pro-
cess, and the city also garnered feed-
back from a public survey with 1,375 
residents participating. 

During the initial information-gathering 
process, staff and public meeting attendees 
identified categories, including land use, 
transportation and housing. Within those 
categories, preliminary issues addressed 
goals for undeveloped land, increased 
employment opportunities, mixed-use 
urban centers, aging roadway infrastruc-
ture, mass transit and aging neighborhoods. 
City staff then compiled the information to 
allow P&Z commissioners to collaborate 
with other city officials in work sessions 
to determine their plan for future growth, 
development and redevelopment.

Plano covers 72 square miles of land, but 
the majority of suitable property underwent 
initial development in the 1980s when the 
primary goal for the comprehensive plan 
was to build retail on every corner, said 
Rick Grady, chair of the P&Z Commission. 
There is 7 percent of vacant developable 
land remaining in city limits, and about  
1 percent of that is zoned for residential use, 
according to P&Z records. 

Deputy City Manager Frank Turner said 
Plano’s population could increase from 
270,000 to 300,000 in the next 30 to 40 
years. To accommodate growth as well as 
balance the city’s depleted land availability, 
the city has to build up, not out. 

Reimagining retail 
As Collin County grows, Grady said  

Central Expressway will serve as a major 
corridor as the region’s development 
expands toward McKinney. Because of 
that, Grady said Plano’s Collin Creek Mall, 
located alongside the thoroughfare, sits on 
an important piece of real estate that is not 
being utilized to its full potential.

Grady said Collin Creek Mall is not a 
heavy traffic generator, but city officials 

and P&Z commissioners are intending to 
change that. He said discussion for the cen-
ter has included ideas to redevelop the mall 
into a mixed-use development where park-
ing lots are restructured into retail shops.

“It would be prime location for an  
attractive retail and open space area,”  
Grady said. 

Schwarz said the mall came up as a target 
for redevelopment per feedback provided 
by residents, but city officials are also iden-
tifying ways to incentivize property owners 
to make improvements in other areas. Sites 
for potential redevelopment include areas 
near the Plano Centre and the Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit Parker Road station, she said. 

As growth in Plano continues, there 
has been a large demand on the city to 
either rezone nonresidential property for  
residential use, or redevelop existing  
properties. The city instigated the Great 
Update Rebate on April 30, a program that 
provides a rebate to homeowners to update 
an older home. The city dedicated about 
$600,000 to the program and helps prop-
erty owners fund improvements to a house 
or rental property 35 years or older, such as 
roofing and foundational repair, electrical 
upgrades or sewage leaks. 

Director of Planning Christina Day 
said the goal for the project is to maintain 
Plano’s vitality since the city has a lim-
ited housing stock—much of it built in 
the 1970s—without much room to build 
more. To attract people to Plano as well as 
retain current residents, Day said the Great 
Update Rebate aids in neighborhood stabil-
ity and enhancement for Plano overall.

“We don’t want to just sit back and be 
reactive as a community but be proactive so 
that the city remains active,” Day said. 

Final steps
Schwarz said the public will have 

opportunities to submit concerns at the  
November meetings, and staff will be avail-
able for questions. To ensure as large of a 
turnout as possible, Schwarz said the city 
produces a newsletter that tracks the proj-
ect’s progress as well as provides meeting 
announcements. She also said staff have 
attended homeowners association meet-
ings to raise awareness and notices are also 
included in residents’ water bills. 

After the November meetings, city staff 
and the commission will reassess, and con-
vene for two work sessions in January for a 
recommendations draft before bringing the 
final recommendations to P&Z on Feb. 16 
and then to the City Council on March 9.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

UNDEVELOPED LAND

Legacy West

Legacy 
North

 Southeast corner of 
Spring Creek Parkway at 

Dallas North Tollway 

Southeast corner of 
Spring Creek Parkway 
at Central Expressway

 Northeast corner of 
Coit Road and President 

George Bush Turnpike

Northeast corner of 
Spring Creek Parkway 

at Dallas North Tollway 

MASS TRANSIT

ROAD 
IMPROVEMENTS

EMPLOYMENT CENTERS
Residents expressed a desire for more employment centers such as corporate 
office campuses, medical centers, educational facilities and hotels.

Officials and staff discussed the use of mass transit 
and to improve regional mobility through projects that 
are balanced with their regard to on residential and 
business development. 

In planning for the future, the city plans to address and update aging 
roadway infrastructure.

Per residents’ feedback, city officials and staff discussed development 
options for the largest parcels of undeveloped land remaining in Plano to 
include urban centers, midrise employment centers, midrise residential 
condominiums and patio homes/townhomes.

GREAT UPDATE REBATE
To date, there have been 51 applications resulting in the 
city obligating $209,819 for these projects, said Planning  
Director Christina Day. Of that amount, she said the city has 
paid out $106,000 to applicants.

PLANO

Top Action Items
COMPREHENSIVE

 PLAN

Source: city of PlanoDesign by Virginia Otto-Hayes

Public feedback
Continued from | 1

147
acres

129
acres

208
acres

133
acres

280
acres

134
acres

November 8, 10 a.m.  
Harrington Library, 1501 18th St.

November 12, 6 p.m. 
Davis Library, 7501 Independence Pkwy.

November 13, 6 p.m. 
Parr Library, 6200 Windhaven Pkwy.

November 19, 6 p.m. 
Haggard Library, 2501 Coit Rd. 

75
PGBT
TOLL

SRT
TOLL
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REAL ESTATE

Junction 15, located in downtown Plano, is a 
mixed-use development that offers a midrise 
community with 280 apartments. Studio 
apartments start at $945, one bedroom units 
start at $1,050, two bedroom units start at 
$1,690 and three bedroom units start at 
$2,655.

The apartment community offers pool-side 
grilling areas, a business center, 24-hour 
fitness room and controlled access. 

Junction 15 apartments

5973 Tipperary Drive  $559,500

4 Bedroom / 3.1 Bath  3,559 sq. ft.
Agent: Mike Harvey  214-300-1015
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

1117 W. Spring Creek Parkway $199,800

4 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,225 sq. ft. 
Agent: Kelly Mcrae  214-770-4703 
Ceda Realty

8812 Bluffcreek Lane  $420,000

5 Bedroom / 4 Bath  4,253 sq. ft.
Agent: Jason L. Hyland  214-601-0015 
Ebby Halliday Realtors

Recent ListingsNEW CONSTRUCTION 

*As of 10/14/2014

  
Address: 930 E. 15th St.

Groundbreaking date: November 2012

Number of units: 280

Lot size: 2.96 acres

Square footage: 326,481 (including garage)

Amenities: midrise community, resort style 
swimming pool, media center, covered garage 
parking, resident lounge

Schools: Mendenhall Elementary, Otto Middle 
School, Williams High School, Plano East Senior 
High School

826

Homes on 
the market*

$5,375

Median annual 
property taxes

$251,500

Median 
home value

32

Average days 
on the market*

416

Homes under 
contract*

$108.07

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data
On the market  (Sept. 16, 2014)

Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023

Less than $149,999 29/71 6/37 3/30 – 1/NA 9/27

$150,000–$199,999 22/29 14/41 7/50 – 16/42 4/39

$200,000–$299,999 31/33 73/53 23/30 19/73 57/35 68/33

$300,000–$399,999 20/52 7/38 25/43 35/35 43/43 27/53

$400,000–$499,999 9/110 1/NA 36/75 17/75 26/47 –

$500,000–$599,999 1/NA 2/153 18/66 18/124 1/NA –

$600,000–$799,999 – 1/NA 34/111 15/82 – –

$800,000–$999,999 – – 18/86 8/113 – –

$1 million + 1/NA – 30/167 9/157 – –

Price 75074 75075 75093 75024 75025 75023

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold  Sept. 2013 vs.  Sept. 2014
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121

289

635

75

PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TURNPIKE

75025

75074

75094

75024

75093

75023

75075 Plano

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County 
Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real Estate 
Information System (NTREIS). Property tax data courtesy of 
Collin County Central Appraisal District and Collin County Tax 
Assessor. New construction courtesy of Rod Fortner, with 
Southern Land.

–

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

5605 Northbrook Drive  $1,550,000

4 Bedroom / 5.2 Baths  6,209 sq. ft. 
Agent: Cindy O’Gorman  972-715-0190 
The O’Gorman Group

FraserRealtyGroup.com

MATTHEW FRASER
(214) 995-1269

FRASER
REALTY
GROUP

BUYING OR
 SELLING A

HOME?
We can help! FraserRealtyGroup.com

MATTHEW FRASER
(214) 995-1269

FRASER
REALTY
GROUP

BUYING OR
 SELLING A

HOME?
We can help! FraserRealtyGroup.com

MATTHEW FRASER
(214) 995-1269

FRASER
REALTY
GROUP

BUYING OR
 SELLING A

HOME?
We can help!

FraserRealtyGroup.com

MATTHEW FRASER
(214) 995-1269

FRASER
REALTY
GROUP

BUYING OR
 SELLING A

HOME?
We can help!

Realtor® / Broker / Owner

matthew@fraserrealtygroup.com

CHAD LEMONS
NMLS #315006

p: 214.872.4442
c: 214.629.6172

clemons@fi rstratefi n.com
FirstRateFin.com

FIRST RATE FINANCIAL, LLC
A FIRST RATE

MORTGAGE LOAN
EXPERIENCE
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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Most Comprehensive. Highest Quality.

•	 Only Level II Trauma Center of Collin County
•	 Region’s Largest Neuroscience Hospital
•	 First Designated Comprehensive Stroke Center in Collin,                  
 Dallas and Denton Counties
•	 First Accredited Chest Pain Center in Collin County
•	 Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
•	 Joint Commission National Quality Approved
•		 Nationally Recognized for Cancer Care
•	 North Texas Center for Robotic Surgery

themedicalcenterofplano.com   |   3901 West 15th St, Plano,  TX  75075   |   972.596.6800 |   Physician Referrals: 1.855.665.TMCP

SM


