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WEEKLY ROUNDUP

City’s tactics focus on growing sports 
market, increasing event attendance

Pearland marketing 
efforts lead to rise 
in tourism, revenue

By Connor Hyde
Tourism in Pearland continues to surge as the city 

furthers its brand among niche destination markets and 
promotes its annual events to attract regional visitors. 

Since its inception in 2013 the Pearland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau—a destination management orga-
nization overseen by the city manager’s office—has 
focused on promoting Pearland as a destination for wed-
dings, sporting and corporate events. As a result, from  
2013-15 Pearland has seen a rise in visitor spending that 
has also resulted in an increase of local and state tax reve-
nue generated from visitor spending and tourism events. 

“It’s really about networking and partnering and 
finding new ways to put Pearland a little bit more on 
the map,” PCVB Executive Director Kim Sinistore said. 
“Pearland is growing businesswise with all of the new 
companies that are moving here, [which] brings a lot of 
added employment. But there is also a need for events 
to [attract] travel with [these] businesses coming here.”

Sinistore said the city’s annual events, such as the 
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Since 2013 the Pearland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau has implemented 
various marketing and advertising 
methods to attract additional visi-
tors to city events and tournaments. 
As a result the city has seen visitor 
spending increase as well as an 
increase in revenue from the hotel 
occupancy tax.

Sources: city of Pearland, Pearland Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
Office of the Governor Economic Development and Tourism 
Division/Community Impact Newspaper

By Stephen Garcia
Despite concerns from city advisory 

organizations, Friendswood City Coun-
cil approved a zoning change July 13 that 
advanced a planned development on a 

key 135-acre undeveloped tract of land. 
Clear Creek Community Church, 

which owns the land off FM 528, received 
the go-ahead to proceed with the 

proposed development. The development 
is expected to include commercial and 
retail options in addition to a new place of 
worship. Months of debate and multiple 
changes to CCCC’s original proposal pre-
ceded council’s final decision on the land, 
known locally as the Whitcomb Property.

Those who backed the zoning change 
see the development as a way to attract 
more retailers to Friendswood to diver-
sify the city’s tax base and boost the local 
economy. The previous planned develop-
ment zone did not allow for a church.

Opponents fear lack of commercial components in project

Controversial Whitcomb Property church development gets go-ahead
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Creating Houston’s Finest Communities

VisitWestRanch.com

New Homes from the $200s - $300s

Highly-Rated Alvin ISD Schools

NEW FURNISHED 
MODEL HOMES 

OPEN DAILY

Lakes of Savannah is located on Hwy. 6, 
2.3 miles west of Hwy. 288 and 4.5 miles 

east of the Ft. Bend Pkwy.     

      
Lakes of Savannah.com

FriendswoodDevelopment.com

Village Builders | David Weekley Homes | Partners in Building

Beazer Homes | Lennar | Westin Homes |  
Anglia Homes | Highland Homes

FOUR NEW MODEL HOMES BY LENNAR AND BEAZER 
HOMES NOW OPEN IN BRAND NEW SECTIONS!
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When you’re pregnant,
you take your life in your hands
as well as someone else’s.
Who will this person be?
If she or he needs help
or if you need help
where do you go?

Texas Children’s Pavilion for Women
knows about high risk.
Our nationally renowned experts
have treated the most complex cases
and the fears that come with them
again and again and again.

Reassurance can be found in receiving
the best possible care.

We know how precious life is,
the baby’s
and yours. 

Here for life.

Learn more about our OB/GYN services in Pearland at women.texaschildrens.org/Pearland.

PFW697_ad_HFL_HR_Christina_PearlandCIN_Layout 1  6/11/15  1:58 PM  Page 1
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With highly skilled and experienced physicians,  
our team is dedicated to helping you get  

back to the things you love, faster. 
 

When an emergency happens,  
choose Bay Area Regional. 

© 2015
200 Blossom Street, Webster, Texas 77598  •  281.525.7000  •  BARMC.us

On the corner of Blossom St. and Hwy. 3

g e t  b a c k  t o  t h e  g a m e …

fa s te r.

Find a physician at www.BARMC.us

Aetna

BCBS

Humana

United

Humana Military

USFHP

Texan Plus

HealthSpring  

Cigna

Most major health 
plans are accepted at 
Bay Area Regional, 

including:
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It is hard to believe 
summer is coming to an 
end and the new school 
year is about to begin. As 
summer break winds down, 
I know my kids are excited 
to get back to school to see 
friends and meet their new 
teachers. 

Teachers and coaches play 
a vital role in the forma-
tion and education of our 

children, but they can also have a positive influence on 
the community. Pearland High School head volleyball 
coach John Turner is an example of an educator who 
not only improves the lives of his athletes, but who has 
also helped Pearland thrive through his efforts. 

Part of our top cover story details how Turner’s 
annual Texas Volleyball Invitational tournament has 

contributed to the rise in tourism in Pearland each year 
and helped the city find success as a sports destination 
for statewide tournaments. The story also examines the 
efforts of the Pearland Convention & Visitors Bureau 
and how its many events and programs continue to 
provide economic benefits for the city.

While tourism dollars certainly help boost the local 
economy, it is the residents who really contribute to the 
prosperity of the community. You can benefit the com-
munity in many ways by shopping and dining locally. 

We hope you enjoy the rest of the summer break 
and wish all students the best of luck in the upcoming 
school year. We appreciate your support and thank 
you for your readership. 
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TAKE THE POLLLAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS
Leadership Pearland unsuccessfully attempted to gather 
enough signatures to order a local-option election to 
allow all alcohol sales within Pearland’s city limits.
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local news with IMPACT.
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Do you think Friendswood City Council 
made the correct decision by approving 
Clear Creek Community Church’s zone-
change application?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/plf-poll.

Are you in favor of reforming Pearland’s 
alcohol sales laws to allow bars and 
liquor stores within city limits?

  46%                      Yes, reform would benefit  
              Pearland’s economy.

  
34%                             Yes, Pearland needs more   

         entertainment options.

   15%      No, there are enough bars and liquor stores    
    close by.

        5%  No, reform would bring problems to Pearland.

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 7/23/2015–8/11/2015

Availability from a particular company varies by product. Subject to availability and qualifications. Life insurance issued by Allstate Life Insurance 
Company, Northbrook, IL, and Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE. In New York life insurance issued by Allstate Life Insurance Company of 
New York, Hauppauge, NY. Guarantees are subject to the claims-paying ability of the issuing company. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Co.

134636

Jackie Harris 
281-454-7744 
1930 Country Place Pkwy., Suite 108
Pearland, TX 77584
jharris2@allstate.com

LET ME CHECK YOUR

INSURANCE
COVERAGE

AN EASY WAY TO PREPARE FOR A HURRICANE

I’ll take a look at your policies.
I’ll help you make sure your coverage is hurricane-ready. And don’t forget flood insurance. 
There’s a 30-day waiting period before it starts, so now’s the time to get it. I can help. For 
more easy ways to prepare, call me first.
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Now Open

1  Chipotle Mexican Grill opened 
Aug. 13 at 2680 Pearland Parkway, 
Ste. 100, Pearland. It is the second 
Chipotle in the city. Located in The 
Center at Pearland Parkway, the fast 
casual Mexican food chain offers 
customized burritos, tacos, salads 
and burrito bowls in addition to 
housemade margaritas. 281-485-5458. 
www.chipotle.com

2  European Wax Center opened 
its second Pearland location Aug. 5 
in The Center at Pearland Parkway. 
Located at 2680 Pearland Parkway, 
Ste. 110, the skin care salon offers full-
body hair waxing for men and women 
from face to feet. First-time customers 
receive a complimentary waxing. 
European Wax Center also sells skin 
care products, such as creams and 
tweezers. 281-485-4042.  
www.waxcenter.com

3  A combination Shell fueling 
station and Wendy’s restaurant 
opened in mid-June at 11011 CR 59, 
Pearland. The international fast-food 
chain offers hamburgers, chicken 
sandwiches and nuggets, salads and 
french fries. The location also features 
a drive-thru. 281-201-2709.  
www.wendys.com, www.shell.us

4  Massage Envy Spa opened Aug. 
18 in The Center at Pearland Parkway. 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Map not to scale

Located at 2682 Pearland Parkway, 
Pearland, Ste. 100 it is the second 
location in the city. The business offers 
a wide variety of massage treatments, 
including reflexology, trigger point 
therapy, deep tissue massage and hot 
stone massage. Massage Envy offers 
one- to two-hour sessions as well as 
facials. www.massageenvy.com

5  Owner Ram Aguilera opened 
Stadia Sports Grill on Aug. 13 in 
Pearland at the former location of his 
Mex Sea Co. restaurant. Located at 
1853 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 135, it is 
the second Stadia in the city and fifth 
overall in the Greater Houston area. 
The restaurant features traditional 
American cuisine, such as hamburgers, 
chicken wings and sandwiches as well 
as seafood options and a full bar. Stadia 
features 30 TVs and a new sound 
system. 832-486-9611.  
www.stadiasportsgrill.com

6  Owner Charlena Martinez opened 
Baskets 2 Impress on May 16 at  
158 S. Friendswood Drive, 
Friendswood. The business, which 
has been in operation online since 
2006, creates customized gift basket 
arrangements. Baskets 2 Impress 
offers nationwide shipping through its 
website. 832-569-5167.  
www.baskets2impress.com

Coming Soon

7  Painting with a Twist will 
open a new location in November. 
Located at 9223 W. Broadway St., 
Ste. 101, Pearland, the business offers 
painting sessions taught by local 
artists for events, such as birthday 
and bachelorette parties. Customers 
receive step-by-step instructions 
and are allowed to partake in their 
beverage of choice during the tutorial. 
Painting with a Twist has more than 
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www.AlvinCollege.edu

Register
Online!

Second Start (12 weeks)

Registration: Aug 25 – Sept 11
Classes Begin: Sept 21

Mini 2 (8 weeks)

Registration: Aug 25 – Oct 8
Classes Begin: Oct 15

Mini 3 (4 weeks)

Registration: Oct 29 – Dec 10
Classes Begin: Dec 14

Alvin Community College is an Equal Opportunity Institution.

SHORT Semester Classes
with FULL Semester Credit
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Stadia Sports Grill opened Aug. 13 at the 
former location of Mex Sea Co. in Pearland.
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The Friendswood Public Library celebrated 
its 50th anniversary with an event Aug. 19.

10

Compiled by Stephen Garcia 
News or questions about Pearland or Friendswood? 

Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com.
200 franchises across the country. 
www.paintingwithatwist.com

8  Allied Orion Group broke 
ground in early July on Southfork 
Lake, a 328-unit multifamily 
residential building. The apartment 
complex, located at 3333 Southfork 
Parkway, Manvel, is expected to 
be complete and open in summer 
2016. It is Allied Orion Group’s first 
multifamily property in the Pearland 
or Manvel areas. Floor plans range 
from one- to three-bedroom units. 
In addition to a swimming pool, 
courtyard and fitness center, the 
complex will have a pond and 
walking track. 713-622-5844.  
www.allied-orion.com

Relocations

9  South Texas Foot Specialists 
will return to its original Pearland 
location upon the completion of 
reconstruction to the building. The 
practice has been temporarily located 
at 3322 E. Walnut St., Pearland since 
January and will move back to 3411 
E. Broadway St. sometime in the 
middle of 2016. The podiatrist’s office 
provides medical diagnoses and 
treatments for the foot and ankle, such 
as bunions, spurs, ingrown toenails, 
sprains and fractures. 281-485-0505. 
www.southtxfoot.com

Anniversaries

10  The Friendswood Public Library 
celebrated its 50th anniversary  
Aug. 19 at 416 S. Friendswood Drive, 
Friendswood. The library, which is 
undergoing renovations that will 
add 6,000 square feet of additional 
room and more parking spaces, 
offered patrons cake and displayed 
a slideshow of the early years of 
the establishment. Renovation 

construction is expected to be 
complete in spring 2016. In addition 
to reading materials and computers, 
the Friendswood Public Library also 
offers various programs for adults and 
children. 281-482-7135.  
www.friendswood.lib.tx.us

11  Restaurant chain la Madeleine 
Country French Cafe celebrated its 
one-year anniversary in Pearland 
on July 30. The cafe, located in the 
Pearland Town Center at 11200 
W. Broadway St., Ste. 1600, held a 
traditional French bread breaking, 
or “rompre le pain,” event. The first 
25 customers received free vouchers 
for breakfast once a month for a 
year. The restaurant offers French 
selections, such as soups, salads, 
sandwiches and pastas in addition to 
breads and pastries. 832-916-3598. 
www.lamadeleine.com

12  The Pearland Recreation 
Center and Natatorium celebrated 
its five-year anniversary Aug. 8 
at 4141 Bailey Road, Pearland. 
The 107,000-square-foot facility, 
which includes a weight room, two 
basketball courts, two racquetball 
courts and an indoor track, held an 
all-day event that featured food and 
giveaways. The RCN also features a 
competition swimming pool with 
four diving boards. The center 
offers fitness classes and discounted 
memberships for Pearland residents. 
281-412-8900. www.pearlandtx.gov 

Expansions

13  Pizza Lounge expanded its dining 
room at 10555 Pearland Parkway, 
Ste. J, Houston. The Italian food 
eatery completed the expansion 
construction in mid-August. About 
2,000 square feet of space was added 
for customers. Pizza Lounge offers 

pizza by the slice as well as delivery 
and takeout. The restaurant also 
offers calzones, chicken wings, garlic 
breadsticks and a wide variety of 
pizza toppings. 713-380-2899. 
www.mypizzalounge.com

14  Keller Williams Realty Pearland 
expanded its office space in August. 
Located at 2734 Sunrise Blvd., Ste. 208, 
Pearland, the firm leased an additional 
4,000 square feet at its Sunrise Lake 
Village professional building, bringing 
its total amount of office space to more 
than 10,500 square feet. The Austin-
based real estate brokerage has several 
operations in the Greater Houston 
area. 281-670-1800.  
pearland.yourkwoffice.com

Closings

15  Authentic Mexican and seafood 
restaurant Mex Sea Co. closed  
July 31 at 1853 Pearland Parkway,  
Ste. 135, Pearland. Owner Ram 
Aguilera turned the location into a 
Stadia Sports Grill. 832-486-9611.  

In the News

The city of Pearland, in partnership 
with the Pearland Historical Society, 
released a short documentary in July 
titled ‘Pearland: Before 518’.

 The 12-minute film—which can 
be watched on the city’s YouTube 
channel—follows Pearland’s 
transition through the decades from 
a rural settlement to the fast-growing 
city it is today.

“Documenting the history of 
Pearland is important because it 
allows us to take a look at the legacies 
of the past in the present,” Mayor 
Tom Reid said. “It connects things 
through time and encourages its 
students to take a long view of such 
connections.” 

Restaurant chain la Madeleine Country French 
Cafe celebrated its one-year anniversary.
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European Wax Center opened in early August 
at 2680 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 110, Pearland.
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David L. Smith Realty 

TheLegacy Group

4418 BROADWAY (FM 518), PEARLAND  •  281-485-0244  •  WWW.DSMITHREALTY.COM
SUSAN S. LENAMON – BROKER/OWNER

SERVING THE 

AREA SINCE
Pearland 

1960David L. Smith Realty 

TheLegacy Group

4418 BROADWAY (FM 518), PEARLAND  •  281-485-0244  •  WWW.DSMITHREALTY.COM
SUSAN S. LENAMON – BROKER/OWNER

SERVING THE 

AREA SINCE
Pearland 

1960

The Legacy Continues...

Jordon Lenamon,
Granddaughter  

Vanessa Bateman,
Niece  

Susan S. Lenamon
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Fresh StartMake a

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and 
may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2015 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA66211)

for you.Designed by you,

VISIT US IN ALL OUR FINE NEIGHBORHOODS

H O U S T O N

Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Copyright © 2015 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved 07/06/15

Models Open Daily
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. and Sunday Noon - 7 p.m.

New Home Center Open Daily
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. and Sunday Noon - 6 p.m.

  1. Grand Cay Harbour
From the $290s to $350s, 281-249-7732
From the $340s to $430s, 281-249-7732

  2. Sterling Creek
From the $500s to $770s, 281-935-0143

  3. West Ranch
From the $420s to $500s, 281-249-7714

   4. Meridiana
COMING SOON!
800-758-3238

  5. Pomona
COMING SOON!
From the Low $300s, 800-758-3238

  6. Sienna Plantation
From the low $400s to 500s, 832-641-2766

  7. Creek Bend at Lake Pointe
Custom Classics™ Distinctive Residences
FINAL OPPORTUNITIES! 
From the $690s, 281-249-7712

  8. Rivers Edge
From the $240s to $400s, 281-249-7758

   9. Harvest Green
COMING SOON!
800-758-3238

 10. Grand Mission
From the $215s to $270s, 281-249-7723

 11. Fulbrook on Fulshear Creek
From the $400s to $750s, 832-955-6252

 12. Cinco Ranch
Ashfield Gardens 55’ & 65’
From the $340s to $480s, 281-249-7815
Cinco Rolling Wood 65' 
FINAL OPPORTUNITIES! 
From the $440s to $500s, 281-249-7741
Custom Classics™   80’
From the $590s to $800s, 713-828-4646

13. Silver Ranch
From the $330s to $400s, 281-249-7750

14. Cane Island
From the $260s to $370s, 281-896-1842
From the $430s to $490s, 832-612-9122

15. Miramesa
From the $240s to $325s, 281-249-7756

16. Towne Lake
From the $390s to $480s, 281-249-7786
From the $480s to $740s, 281-249-7786

17. Bridgeland
Lakeland Heights
From the $280s to $320s, 281-249-7757
From the $330s to $370s, 281-249-7757
From the $400s to $450s, 281-249-7757

18. Castlegate II-College Station
From the $280s to $320s, 979-314-7888
From the $370s to $430s, 979-314-7888

19. Enclave of Castlebridge
From the $270s to $330s, 281-249-7785

20. Villages of NorthPointe
The Landing/The Reserve
From the $320s to $390s, 281-249-7734

21. Mostyn Manor
COMING SOON!
800-758-3238

«David Weekley’s
New Home Center
14444 Northwest Fwy.
Houston, TX 77040
713-570-5018
888-394-2695

Build on Your Lot
Greater Houston
The New Home Center
From the $280s
713-570-5000
Satellite Offices for
Build on Your Lot

A. Central - Bellaire Blvd.
From the $300s
281-249-7760
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27. The Heights
The Heights at Yale
From the $470s, 713-828-4646
Park Place
From the $375s, 281-249-7719
Byrne Estates
From the $600s, 713-828-4646
Larkin at Cottage Grove
From the $440s, 281-249-7728
Reserve at Washington
From the $425s, 281-249-7745

28. Midtown
Rose Park Place
From the $625s, 281-249-7798
Buffalo Manor
From the $450s
281-249-7798
Custom Built Homes
From the $1 Million to $2.7 Million
832-687-0217
Oak Forest/Lamar Terrace
From the $950s to $1.1 Million
832-722-0002

22. The Woodlands 
Liberty Branch at Creekside Park
From the $550s to $680s, 281-249-7790
From the $680s to $800s, 281-249-7790

23. The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill
FINAL OPPORTUNITIES!
From the $700s to $760s, 281-249-7752

24. The Falls at Imperial Oaks
Serrano Bluff/Edgewater
From the $270s to $320s, 281-249-7727
Amber Forest/Holly Creek
From the $390s to $470s, 281-249-7725
Sable Park
From the $330s to $395s, 281-249-7812
The Enclave at Sundance Lake
From the $300s to $375s, 281-249-7704

25. The Groves
From the $270s to $330s, 281-249-7776

Central Living
26. Spring Valley/Spring Branch

Knoll Landing
From the $325s, 281-249-7794
Village at Spring Branch
COMING SOON!
800-758-3238
Westview Manor
From the high $300s, 281-249-7797

149
1774

9

21

1

1 Grand Cay Harbour 45' and 60' – 

    Access to Galveston Bay

    From the $290s to $435s • 281-249-7732

2 West Ranch 75' – New section now open! 

     From the $420s • 281-249-7714 

3 Sterling Creek 90' – 

    Estate- sized homesites  

    From the $510s  • 281-935-0143

4 Pomona – Now Selling!

    From the $310s • 800-758-3238

Build the home of your dreams and enjoy all the benefits 
of owning a new David Weekley home designed for the 
way your family lives. With nearly 40 years of home 
building experience, we are committed to exceeding 
your expectations by offering Innovative Design, 
Incomparable Choices and Inspired Customer Service. 
Find your new home today!

sigtheater.com billiardfactory.com

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  Austin • DAllAs • Houston • sAn Antonio

14190 Gulf freeway
Houston, tX 77034
281-484-9800

Labor Day Sale 
Enabling All Families & Friends to Share Priceless Times Together, 

One Game Room at a Time.
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HIGH VALUES

Owner Mike Wicks used his lifelong video 
game collection to open Player 1 in 2010.

Player 1 sells games and systems as old as 
the Atari, which dates back to the 1970s.

Some rare selections at Player 1 Video  
Games cost hundreds of dollars.

W. P
arkwood Ave

. S. Friendsw
ood D

r.

Player 1 Video Games has a wide selection of games for old systems, including Super Nintendo.
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Player 1 Video Games
Lifelong gamer offers old-school options

n 2005, Mike Wicks found 
himself in need of more space for 
his video game collection. His 

systems and games—which date back 
to the ’70s—simply did not fit in his 
one-bedroom apartment.

Wicks piled his extensive supply 
into a storage unit, which eventu-
ally became the opening inventory 
for his Friendswood store, Player 1 
Video Games.

“I just started accumulating 
[games],” Wicks said. “Every 
year I’d get more and more stuff.”

About 99 percent of the store’s 
original stock came from Wicks’ 
lifelong personal collection, he said. 
After contemplating opening his 
own video game business for more 
than 10 years, Wicks got a vote of 
support from his wife in 2009 after 
he was laid off.

“I was at home, and she said, ‘Well, 
now is as good a time as any to try 
and open up your shop,’” Wicks said. 
“I said, ‘OK, let’s give it a shot.’”

Wicks said he took out all of 
his retirement funds in 
preparation of the store’s 
opening. After a year of 
gathering inventory and 
finding a storefront, Wicks opened 
Player 1 in February 2010.

The business offers vintage video 
games, systems and accessories as 
well as items for modern gaming. 

Player 1 features 
systems as old as the 
Atari 2600, which is 

what sparked Wicks’ 
passion for gaming 
as a child in 1979.

“I hated getting up for school just 
like every other kid, but I’d get up 
an hour early before school and play 
the Atari,” he said. “That’s how much 
I loved it. Then I’d go to school and 
think about it all day.”

While Wicks said he still prefers 
playing older systems such as the 
Sega Genesis, he is 
glad he experi-
enced an evo-
lution of video 
games throughout 
his lifetime. 

“It’s a cool progression 
to see from the start of [video] games 
all the way to what [they] are now,” 
Wicks said. “I have an appreciation 
for everything. I wasn’t born with 
[high-definition] graphics.”

Player 1 accepts used video games 
and systems for trade or cash. 
Wicks said he prices 
items based on market 
value and the local 
supply and 
demand.

“We try to 
be comparable 
to online [pric-
ing],” Wicks 
said. “We know 
that you can get 
anything in 
the store, 
just about, 
online. We 
understand 
that, and we 
try to be as 
competitive as 
we can.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

101 W. Parkwood Ave., Friendswood 
281-992-4263
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-8 p.m., 
Sun. noon-6 p.m.
www.player1videogames.com

By Stephen Garcia

1 Earthbound (in box)
Super Nintendo
$850

2 aero fighters
Super Nintendo
$500

3 The Jetsons: 
Cogswell's Caper
Nintendo
$198

“I said, ‘OK, let’s 
give it a shot.’”

—Mike Wicks, owner Player 1 Video Games

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFITING 
PERFORMANCE & VISUAL ARTS  SCHOLARSHIPS

KIDS ZONE

FEATURING AN 
OLIVE SEED 

SPITTING CONTEST

September 19, 2015
11am-9pm

INDEPENDENCE PARK, 3919 LIBERTY DRIVE,PEARLAND 77581

MUSIC, DANCE
FOOD, WINE

KIDS UNDER 12 & MILITARY ADMITTED FREE

PEARLAND
3RD ANNUAL

CELEBRATING THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION
WWW.PEARLANDIFEST.ORG
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BY THE

BRISKET

SAUSAGE

CHICKEN

Big Horn BBQ

Discovery 
Bay Dr.

Hughes 
Ranch Rd.
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Brothers Darren (left) and Britt Dixon opened Big Horn BBQ after leaving the mobile home business.
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Big Horn BBQ
Brothers’ rustic eatery serves up variety

B ig Horn BBQ in Pearland has 
the look and feel of a homey 
cabin in the countryside. 

About 25 years ago, the restaurant’s 
location off busy Hwy. 288 fit a simi-
lar, rural description.

Brothers Britt and Darren Dixon 
co-own the barbecue establishment, 
which sits on land their family pur-
chased in 1991 for their mobile home 
dealership. The two managed the 
mobile home business—the family’s 
industry for about 40 years—for 20 
years before a shift in the market’s 
landscape influenced their move into 
food service.

“The world started changing, 
and we ended up getting out of the 
[mobile home] business,” Britt said. 
“Crazy enough, we decided to go into 
the restaurant business.”

After the mobile home dealership 
was completely phased out in 2009, 
the Dixon brothers began pursu-
ing their longtime desire to open a 
restaurant. Prior to opening in Febru-
ary 2012, Britt and Darren journeyed 
across Texas to gather inspiration for 
their new venture.

“Britt and I spent about a year, just 
the two of us, traveling around the 
state [and] picking out parts of other 
barbecue restaurants that we liked 
and didn’t like,” Darren said. “We 
spent a lot of time and effort planning 
[Big Horn].”

The duo said they wanted to 
produce a welcoming environment 
adorned with hunting and fishing 
decor, an ode to some of the fami-
ly’s favorite pastimes. Much of the 
wood that makes up the interior was 

personally removed from old cabins 
on the family’s property on the Bra-
zos River, Darren said.

“We believe in atmosphere and 
creating a place where people can go 
and enjoy it,” Britt said. “That’s as 
important to us as anything.”

Hunting and the outdoors also 
inspired the restaurant’s name.

“Britt threw out ‘Big Horn’ one 
day and everybody said, ‘Oh, that’s 
catchy,’” Darren said. “We all took a 
family vote, and that was it.”

Big Horn’s most popular items 
include pork ribs, beef brisket and 
homemade jalapeno cheese bread, the 
brothers said. The restaurant’s burg-
ers are becoming customer favorites 
as well, Britt said.

The menu also features chicken 
fried steak and loaded baked potatoes 
in addition to 15 side items. It is that 
array of options that makes Big Horn 
stand out, the brothers said.

“It gives you a reason to come back 
here more often,” Darren said. “We 
have many customers who come two 
or three times a week because they 
can get a variety of [food].”

DINING FEATURE

2300 Smith Ranch Road, Pearland 
281-741-3289
www.bighorn-bbq.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

By Stephen Garcia

Big Horn offers meat, including brisket, 
sausage and chicken, by the pound.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10

MORE THAN JUST BBQ
In addition to the restaurant, Big Horn 

BBQ features a convenience store, fu-
eling stations and a coffee shop 
called “The Coffee Cabin.” The 

convenience store offers break-

fast tacos as well as tradi-
tional snacks and beverag-
es. Britt said close to 400 

tacos are sold each morning.

288
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Bailey Rd.

from two to three lanes and 
include a dedicated turn lane, new 
sidewalks and improved drainage. 
The segment in Harris County, 
which runs from Hibiscus Lane to 
Blackhawk Boulevard, will expand 
from two to four lanes. The Harris 
County section of the roadway will 
include medians, new sidewalks and 
improved drainage. The project is 
about 63 percent complete. 

Timeline: fall 2014-winter 2015 
Cost: $5.3 million
Funding sources: city of 
Friendswood, Texas General Land 
Office grant

3   Pearland Parkway 
extension
The city of Pearland project to extend 
Pearland Parkway—which began in 
March 2014—is now complete 
and open to traffic after inclement 
weather delayed completion by 
about four months. The city hosted 
a ribbon cutting for the opening Aug. 
19. The new segment stretches from 
4,500 feet east of Oiler Drive to Dixie 
Farm Road. It is the latest extension 
of Pearland Parkway and part of a 
larger plan to eventually connect the 
thoroughfare to League City Parkway. 
The project created a four-lane, 
concrete curb-and-gutter roadway 
with raised medians. A bridge 
crossing at Cowart’s Creek was also 
added as part of the project. Traffic 
signals were installed at Oiler Drive 
and Dixie Farm Road.

1   Bailey Road widening
The city of Pearland recommended a 
contractor to the Texas Department of 
Transportation to widen Bailey Road 
from FM 1128 to Veterans Drive. The 
city is expected to award the contract in 
late August, and construction is slated 
to begin in September or October. The 
project will expand Bailey Road from a 
two-lane, asphalt roadway with ditches 
to a four-lane concrete curb-and-gutter 
thoroughfare with improved underground 
drainage. The project also includes raised 
medians, left-turn bays, traffic signals 
and a path for pedestrians and cyclists. 
The project received funding as part 
of Houston-Galveston Area Council’s 
Transportation Improvement Program.

Timeline: September 2015-September 
2017
Cost: $26.6 million 
Funding sources: city of Pearland, 
H-GAC

2   Friendswood Link Road 
widening
Construction continues on the 
widening of Friendswood Link Road. 
The city of Friendswood project—
which received a Texas General 
Land Office disaster recovery 
grant—will widen the thoroughfare 
from FM 518 to Blackhawk 
Boulevard. The portion of the 
project in Galveston County, FM 
518 to Hibiscus Lane, will expand 

Timeline: March 2014-August 2015
Cost: $9.5 million 
Funding sources: city of Pearland, 
TxDOT

4   Regency Park improvements
Construction began June 22 on paving 
and drainage improvements to Regency 
Park, the oldest concrete-paved 
subdivision in Pearland. The city of 
Pearland project will replace all streets—
approximately 5,400 feet of roadway—in 
the subdivision. A required emergency 
vehicle gate will be installed to provide 
access through the Pearland Junior High 
East parking lot. Additionally a new water 
main system will be installed to replace 
the existing waterline, and curb inlets 
will be installed to help prevent flooding. 
Ongoing construction will cause one-lane 
closures in 600-1,000-foot segments 
throughout the project.

Timeline: June 2015-June 2016
Cost: $3.31 million 
Funding sources: city of Pearland

5   Fite Road extension
The city of Pearland project to extend Fite 
Road is on hold. Along with H-GAC’s 
other Transportation Improvement 
Program projects that have yet to go 
to bid, the Fite Road extension is on 
hold because of the region’s lack of 
compliance with air quality requirements, 
city officials said. In an effort to relieve 
traffic congestion and create an additional 
route for emergency vehicles, Fite Road 
will be extended 0.46 miles from McLean 
Road to Veterans Drive. The new segment 
will be a four-lane, undivided concrete 
thoroughfare with curb-and-gutter 
drainage. Traffic signal improvements 
will be installed at the McLean Road 
intersection. The project is not expected 
to go out for bid until early next year.

Timeline: early 2016-early 2017
Cost: $4.6 million 
Funding sources: city of Pearland, 
H-GAC

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Stephen Garcia
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Ongoing project
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Pearland addresses drainage woes 
affecting Wagon Trail businesses
By Stephen Garcia

The city of Pearland is in the 
process of improving the drainage 
system around Wagon Trail Road 
after heavy rainfalls in the spring 
and early summer caused flooding at 
local businesses in the area.

The Pearland Chamber of Com-
merce helped affected businesses, 
such as A & A Cleaning Services and 
A-Better Plumbing Company, coordi-
nate with the city to address the issue 
in July, chamber officials said.

“When we had the heavy rains late 
in the spring, water was getting into 
these businesses [on Wagon Trail 
Road],” said Michael Leech, Pearland 
assistant director of public works. 
“They came to the city and said, 
‘What can we do about this?’”

Leech is part of a task force that 
has been organized to address the 
problem. The group consists of rep-
resentatives from Brazoria Drainage 
District No. 4—which manages 
nearby Mary’s Creek—a civil engi-
neering firm hired by the city, the 
chamber and area business owners, 
Leech said.

The drainage system around 
Wagon Trail Road, which Leech esti-
mates was first created in the 1930s 
or ’40s, handles stormwater for about 
120 acres of land. The area, which is 
between FM 518 and Mary’s Creek, 
includes houses as well as several 
businesses.

“One of the first things you need 
to do is to determine what areas are 

going into that drainage system,” 
Leech said. “We hired a civil engi-
neering firm with a hydrologist to 
help us determine what areas are all 
going in there.”

Likening the situation to rapidly 
pouring a large bucket of water into 
a small funnel, Leech said the system 
in place could not adequately handle 
a high rate of rainfall. All the area’s 
drainage flows in a circuitous route 
first toward FM 518 and then south 
toward Mary’s Creek, Leech said.

“What we have, basically, is quite 
a bit of acreage going into a drainage 
system that isn’t very big,” he said. 
“The next step is to determine what 
we do with all this water.”

Leech said the city is in the plan-
ning process of the project. Prelim-
inary solutions included cleaning 
the drainage system’s ditches. Leech 
said he hopes there are other quick, 
cost-effective ways to address the 
problem, such as widening the ditches.

The answer could also be a more 
complex and long-term project, such 
as digging up the road or installing 
an enclosed storm sewer system. The 
task force has not yet decided on the 
best solution or a funding source, 
Leech said.

“We’re hoping that there’s some 
[easy solution] that we can implement 
quickly, but we’re also mindful of the 
possibility that it could be a pretty 
invasive recommendation that could 
cost hundreds of thousands, if not 
millions of dollars,” he said.

FLOODING

The outdated drainage system around Wagon Trail Road has caused flooding for local businesses.
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24-hr ER

Primary Care

IMAGING SERVICES

Lab Services

713.222.CARE 
memorialhermann.org

Now you can access a network of comprehensive care at  
Memorial Hermann Convenient Care Center.

With primary care physicians, a 24-hour ER, advanced  
imaging – including ultrasound, X-ray and CT scan –  

laboratory services and more, we’re revolutionizing  
the concept of accessible care.

It’s convenience without compromise.

16100 South Freeway
Pearland, TX 77584

BRINGING  
NEW POSSIBILITIES TO 

PEARLAND

Physician hours: 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
24-hour ER

Providing the full-spectrum 
of care every day.
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UHCL-Pearland receives funding for new building
By Hannah Hipp

Texas lawmakers passed a bill 
during the 84th legislative session 
that provides funding for a new 
health sciences and classroom 
building at the University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake Pearland.

With the passage of House Bill 100, 
Texas legislators authorized $3 billion 
in tuition revenue bonds to help 
fund capital projects at public higher 
education institutions across the state. 
A tuition revenue bond provides an 
avenue for universities to pay for the 
construction of new buildings with 
tuition revenue generated by future 
tuition payments. 

Of the $3 billion in tuition 
revenue bonds awarded to public 
universities throughout Texas, 
the University of Houston system 
received $362.5 million. Of the 
total, $24.6 million will go toward 
the construction of a new health 
sciences and classroom building at 
the UHCL-Pearland campus. 

UHCL President William Staples 
said the university system requested 
funding for the building as part of 

its legislative appropriations request, 
which is submitted prior to each legis-
lative session. 

The funding will be available 
beginning in fall 2016, Staples said, 
which is when the university is 
expected to begin construction of the 
new building.

“The proposed building is projected 
to be completed in fall 2018,” he said. 
“The building will have expanded 
space for health sciences, including 
nursing and science laboratories.”

The new health sciences and class-
room building will be approximately 
50,000 square feet. The facility will 
allow for more classes and laborato-
ries in health sciences fields with-
out overcrowding or jeopardizing 
students’ safety, Staples said.

Kathy Dupree, UHCL-Pearland 
director of operations, said this 
expansion will contribute to the 
goal of transitioning the campus 
from an upper-level institution to a 
four-year university. The Pearland 
campus offers its program courses 
only to junior, senior and gradu-
ate-level students. 

“It’s an exciting time for the 
UHCL-Pearland campus,” Dupree 
said. “Having a new building will 
allow us to expand our programs and 
offer our students more opportuni-
ties to excel. We also look forward 
to the transition of UHCL-Pearland 
campus to a four-year university at 
some point in the future.”

UHCL-Pearland opened in fall 
2010, and four years later had an 
enrollment of 784 students, a num-
ber the school would like to increase, 
Dupree said. The addition of a 
new health sciences and classroom 
building will open opportunities for 
more students to enroll at the cam-
pus, especially those interested in a 
degree in those fields. 

Staples said the state and the uni-
versity will handle all funding and 
fees, and students should not expect 
to see any change in tuition or other 
rates as a result of the expansion.

“The funding for the building 
comes from the state appropriation 
of funds to UHCL,” Staples said. 
“Funding for the building does not 
come from student tuition.

HIGHER EDUCATION

A tuition revenue bond provides a way for 
universities to pay for the construction 
of new buildings with tuition revenue 
generated by future tuition payments paid 
by students.

Submissions are evaluated by the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board 
using a variety of factors, including the 
need for more space, project efficiency 
and where the project ranks in terms 
of importance in an institution’s overall 
master plan.

The board has not approved any tuition 
revenue bond requests since 2006.

What is a tuition
revenue bond?

uh system awarded $362.5 million

Sources: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board,  
Texas House of Representatives/Community Impact Newspaper

Bond details

The University of Houston system received 
tuition revenue bonds for seven projects.

uhcl-pearland awarded $24.6 million
The University of Houston Clear Lake-Pearland will 
construct a new health sciences and classroom 
building, which is expected to open in fall 2018.

Annual
REDREDCar� t Gala

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3RD 2015 AT 7:00PM
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL, PEARLAND, TX

For tickets, to become a sponsor or for more information, contact Jessica Peterson, 
Director of Development at Jessica.Peterson@AdultReadingCenter.org

Visit www.AdultReadingCenter.org or call (281)485-1000.
All proceeds support the Adult reading Center,

a non-profi t economic incubator providing free instruction to adults and transforming lives through education.

More than just a hotel 

Weddings |  Banquets |  Hol iday Part ies |  Quinceañera

 Meetings |  Dining |  Cater ing |  Hotel

12101 Shadow Creek Pkwy Pearland, TX  713-340-0110
www.houstonpearland.hgi.com



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com14

OUR PASSION IS GETTING 
YOU BACK TO YOURS.
At Houston Methodist, we know that with so much to enjoy in  

life, you can’t afford to waste time suffering through joint pain.  

That’s why we build your treatment around the latest minimally 

invasive techniques. Our joint replacement specialists have the 

knowledge and expertise to enable a faster, less painful recovery 

that helps you get back to doing what you love.

Schedule an appointment with one of our joint specialists at 

houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics or call 713.790.3333  

for a physician referral.
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Rice Drier Rd.

Wal-Mart

Halik St.

CITY & COUNTY
News from the cities of Pearland and Friendswood Compiled by Stephen Garcia

City Council approves new microbrewery City moves forward 
with its downtown 
beautification plan

PEARLAND  City Council approved 
a conditional use permit, or CUP, 
at its July 27 meeting that allows for 
a new microbrewery to be built off 
North Main Street. 

Owner Valle Kauniste plans to 
open Vallensons’ Brewing Com-
pany at 4111 Rice Drier Road. The 
2,000-square-foot facility will include 
a tasting room, one of the require-
ments established in a February 
ordinance, officials said. Kauniste 
also plans to host events at the new 
microbrewery. 

City staff recommended the 
establishment include one parking 
space for every 200 square feet, or 
a minimum of 10 parking spaces. 
Additionally staff required a portion 
of all buildings be constructed with 
masonry materials, such as brick, 
stone or decorative concrete block. 

The CUP was required for the 
future microbrewery land, as it 
is zoned for light industrial uses. 
On Feb. 23, the council voted to 
expand the allowable zones for 

FRIENDSWOOD  The downtown 
district will undergo beautification 
improvements after City Council 
approved a package of amenities at 
its Aug. 3 meeting that will be added 
along FM 518. 

By a 6-1 vote, the council elected 
to install brick pavers, benches 
and lights downtown, but decided 
against including trees in the beauti-
fication project.

“At this point I’ll take what I can 
get,” Council Member Carl Gus-
tafson said. “I would’ve liked [to 
include] the trees as well.”

Pearland City Council
The next City Council regular meeting 
will be at 6:30 p.m. on Aug. 24. 

3519 Liberty Drive 

Friendswood City Council
The next City Council regular meeting 
will be at 4:30 p.m. on Sept. 14. 

910 S. Friendswood Drive

Meetings

microbreweries, microdistilleries, 
microwineries and coffee roasting 
businesses.

Microbreweries are defined by the 
city of Pearland as businesses in which 
beer, wine or alcoholic beverages are 
brewed, fermented or distilled for 
distribution and consumption. These 
establishments are allowed in the city 
with a CUP in the following zoning 
districts: Cullen mixed-use, Gar-
den-O’Day mixed-use, Old Townsite 
general business, Old Townsite mixed-
use, general business, general com-
mercial, light industrial and heavy 
industrial, according to officials.

The brick pavers, benches and 
lights will be installed along City 
Hall, Fire Station No. 1 and Steven-
son Park, city officials said. As per a 
recommendation from Keep Friend-
swood Beautiful, the display sign at 
Stevenson Park will be replaced. KFB 
plans to donate $10,000 toward the 
cost of the new sign.

The total cost of the improvements 
is estimated at $147,748, according to 
city staff. The approximately $65,000 
in enhancements for City Hall and 
Fire Station No. 1 will be paid from 
the general fund balance, and the 
remaining $82,000 for the Stevenson 
Park improvements will be funded 
by the 2013 parks bond.

City staff is in the process of 
selecting engineering and surveying 
services.

Vallensons’ Brewing Company

35
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Move into your new home with the  
X1 Entertainment Operating System.®

PREPAID CARD

$200

State of Affairs available at xfinity.com/tv  
and on the XFINITY TV Go app

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Installation charges may apply. Prepaid card offer end 12/31/15, and is limited to new HD Preferred XF Triple Play (or above) residential customers. Two-year contract required. 
Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A. pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa® debit cards 
are accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit comcast.com. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved.  BLI160792-0002

Call your Move Specialist at 1-877-671-3647  
or visit comcast.com/moversedge.

Before you move, call and ask about our great 
Movers offers featuring the X1 Entertainment 
Operating System® — only from XFINITY.® 
Then choose the installation option that works best for you:
• Schedule a professional installation on the date you choose within a 2-hour  

appointment window — guaranteed. 

• Take it with you — ask how you can bring your equipment with you when you move.

Call and ask how you can  
get a Visa® Prepaid Card worth up  
to $200 when you select a qualifying 
HD Triple Play. 

OR

106038_BLI160792-0002 Mb0155 insert_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 4/22/15   6:13 PM
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, 
communityimpact.com/plf

Pearland Municipal Court to offer 
new teen jury sentencing program

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from  
7/23/15-8/12/15

1  Pearland petition calling for alcohol 
sales vote falls short

2  Memorial Hermann Pearland Hospital 
names Garner CEO

3  Manvel Town Center to bring retail  
to intersection of Hwy. 288, Hwy. 6

4  New MUD formed to further growth  
in Brazoria County

5  Multiuse Friendswood Town Center 
gets green light from City Council

By Stephen Garcia
Mario Garner will be Memorial 

Hermann Pearland Hospital’s inau-
gural CEO and senior vice presi-
dent, Memorial Hermann officials 
announced July 27.

Garner previously worked in a sim-
ilar role as the first CEO and president 
of New Orleans East Hospital. New 
Orleans East is located in an area that 
was severely damaged during Hurri-
cane Katrina, officials said.

“I’m grateful for my experience in 
New Orleans as it taught me a great 
deal about rebuilding both a hospital 
and a community,” Garner said. “I’m 
now sincerely honored to be able to 
serve the community of Pearland and 

By Stephen Garcia
Pearland Municipal Court will roll 

out a new alternative discipline pro-
gram for teenage offenders beginning 
Sept. 15. Those who qualify will be 
able to have a hearing in Teen Court, 
where a jury of teens will deliberate 
on sentence terms.

Teenagers who have pled guilty or 
no contest to Class C misdemeanors 

excited for the growth that lies ahead.”
The American College of Healthcare 

Executives recently named Garner as 
Young Healthcare Executive of the 
Year, according to officials.

will be provided the option to have a 
group of teen volunteers and previous 
offenders decide their punishment, 
Pearland officials said.

The teen jury will determine the 
violator’s amount of community ser-
vice and any additional terms, which 
could include writing an apology 
letter or taking driver safety, alcohol 
or drug classes.

Memorial Hermann 
Pearland Hospital 
names Garner CEO

                READER FEEDBACK
In response to New MUD formed to fur-
ther growth in Brazoria County (Posted 
August 9, 2015) 

“I would like to see an investigative 
article about MUDs. I have heard 
that MUD boards don’t always 

have the primary goal of paying off their 
bonds so they can be dissolved. There are 
disincentives to dissolution, e.g., the law firm 
administering the board gets paid as long as 
the board continues, the board members are 
paid a small salary and stipend, etc. MUDs 
also tend to operate under the radar; board 
meetings are during the day when not many 
people can attend, and they get little to no 
press coverage. Because of your readership, 
a lot of people would see such an article, 
and would then be more apt to voice their 
opinions to their MUD.”

— mmickle

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive 
news communityimpact.com

It’s not an emergency, but it’s still 
urgent to you. 
Now there’s a new option from Houston’s acknowledged emergency 

care leaders. Introducing Memorial Hermann Urgent Care. 

Walk in and get the care you need when you need it – without the wait. 

Now Open in Friendswood

1505 East Winding Way Drive, Suite 112 

281.993.3860

9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Daily  •  Walk-ins welcome

mhmg.memorialhermann.org

PUBLICATION:
Community 
Impact: Pearland/
Friendswood Edition
INSERTION:
07-23-15
MATERIALS DUE:
07-09-15, Thursday

LATITUDE 
JOB NUMBER:  
MHH-15-0023    
CLIENT: 
Memorial Hermann
JOB NAME: 
Urgent Care Ad
Half Page vertical
LIVE:  
n/a   
SIZE: 
4.5085" x 11.25"
BLEED:  
n/a
COLORS: 
4cp/0 85 ls; 
SNAP  
FORMAT: 
Press Ready PDF X 
email to Pub.    
QUESTIONS CALL: 
Pat Hartman 
@ 214-696-7913

MHH150023_UrgentCareAd_COM-Jul23_MECH_v2_COMP.indd   1 7/8/15   4:37 PM
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11200 W. Broadway St., Pearland. 713-906-2499.  
www.dionisiowinery.com

September

12 Carnival Lights
The Brazoria County Fair Association hosts 

the annual event featuring a steak dinner with all the 
trimmings. The evening also includes a live and silent 
auction and live entertainment. Festivities include a dance 
in addition to the dinner. 6:30 p.m. $30 (individual) $200 
(table of eight). BCFA auditorium, 901 S. Downing St., 
Angleton. 979-849-6416. www.brazoriacountyfair.com

12 Fall community cleanup
Volunteers meet for breakfast and then head out 

to various adopted spots to clean the area and pick up 
litter. Keep Pearland Beautiful hosts the event twice a year 
to keep the Pearland community clean. 7:30 a.m. Free. 
Pearland Community Center, 3523 Liberty Drive, Pearland. 
281-652-1659. www.keeppearlandbeautiful.org

12 Hope Through Grace 5K
Hope Through Grace hosts its 10th annual 

5K run and Walk-A-Thon to raise awareness for the 
importance of colon cancer screenings. Proceeds 
go to the funding of health education programs and 
colonoscopies for community members who cannot 
afford the procedure. 9 a.m. $30 (adults), $20 (college 
students), $15 (high school students). Tom Bass Park, 
Park III, Pavilion IV, 15108 Cullen Blvd., Houston.  
713-436-1273. www.hopethroughgrace.org

12 Summer Family Fest
The Parks at Boulder Creek shopping center 

hosts a family festival to mark the end of summer 

vacation. Festivities include games, face painting and 
live music by Travis Lance. A free raffle is held with a 
grand prize of nearly $2,000. Businesses from The Parks 
at Boulder Creek have booths with food and drinks.  
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. The Parks at Boulder Creek,  
10555 Pearland Parkway, Houston.

17 through 19 
PISD Livestock Show and Career Expo

Students exhibit livestock, display their summer 
agriculture projects and prepare culinary items 
for judging during the fourth annual Pearland ISD 
Livestock Show and Career Expo. Auction sales from 
the event raise money for scholarships. Free. PISD 
Agriculture Barn, 4715 Bailey Road, Pearland. 
281-485-3203. www.pearlandisd.org 

19 International Festival
Hosted by the Pearland Foundation for the 

Performing and Visual Arts, this year’s festival celebrates 
the countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea. The day 
includes live entertainment on two stages, a children’s 
zone with games and activities and vendors offering 
various food and drink. All festivities highlight culture and 
customs from the Mediterranean region. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Free. Pearland Independence Park, 3919 Liberty Drive, 
Pearland. 281-993-8817. www.ifestoftexas.org

August

22 BACH FunFest
The 16th annual festival raises money for the 

Brazoria County Association for Citizens with Handicaps. 
The festival features pony rides, face painting, live music 
and live and silent auctions. Tickets include a dinner 
prepared and served by the Brazoria County Sheriff’s 
Department and Peace Officers Association. 5-9 p.m. 
Free (12 and younger), $12.50 (13 and older). Alvin-Manvel 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 129 County Road 146, Alvin. 
877-714-1766. www.bacheci.org

27 National Planting Day celebration
Keep Pearland Beautiful hosts its fourth annual 

National Planting Day celebration. The event features a 
gardening expo where attendees can visit with vendors 
about gardening and proper yard care and participate 
in various activities. 6-8 p.m. Free. Lion’s Club Building, 
3350 S. Main St., Pearland. 281-652-1779.  
www.keeppearlandbeautiful.org

28 Shaken Not Stirred fundraiser
The Ron Carter Cadillac dealership hosts a 

fundraiser, with all proceeds going to benefit nonprofit 
Hope Village in Friendswood, which serves the 
intellectually disabled. The event features a steak dinner 
as well as martini, wine and whiskey tastings. Attendees 
also can enjoy a silent auction and gambling tables. 
Proceeds are used to purchase furnishings, classroom 
supplies and other needed items for Hope Village.  
7 p.m. $125. Ron Carter Cadillac, 18100 Gulf Freeway, 
Friendswood. 281-400-2011. www.roncartercadillac.com

29 Handel’s ‘Music for the Royal Fireworks’
Mercury: The Orchestra Redefined celebrates 

its 15th season with a performance of Handel’s “Music 
for the Royal Fireworks” under the direction of Antoine 
Plante. The performance is followed by a live fireworks 
display above the theater. 8 p.m. Free (ticket required). 
Miller Outdoor Theatre, 6000 Hermann Park Drive, 
Houston. 281-373-3386. www.milleroutdoortheatre.com

29 Wine and Food Festival
Dionisio Winery hosts the fourth-annual festival, 

featuring more than 10 Texas wineries offering samples of 
red, white and fruit wines. The event also includes more 
than 30 local food vendors and live music throughout 
the day. Tickets includes a signature wine glass and 10 
tasting tickets. Attendees must be 21 or older. Noon- 
7 p.m. $30. Pearland Town Center Pavilion,  
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Compiled by Hannah Hipp

Find more or submit Pearland/Friendswood events 
at communityimpact.com/plf-calendar.

To have Pearland/Friendswood events considered 
for the print edition, they must be submitted online 
by the first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Montessoridowntown.com
OUR CAMPUSES

PEARLAND
2121 N Grand Blvd

281-485-3567 

SILVERLAKE
2525 County Road 90

281-412-5763

CLEAR LAKE
15625 Space Center Blvd.

281-488-7599

DOWNTOWN
4510 Caroline St.

713-520-6801
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15 AWESOME
Model Homes!

TEXAS’ LARGEST NEW Model Home Park!!

Trendmaker
from the $550s

J. Patrick
from the $770s

Taylor Morrison
from the $600s

Highland
from the $460s

Toll Brothers
from the $550s

Toll Brothers
from the $450s

David Weekley
from the $400s

Meritage
from the $400s

Shea
from the $400s

Darling
from the $440s

Perry
from the $280s

Newmark
from the $280s

Ryland
from the $280s

Westin
from the $350s

Meritage
from the $360s

Discover beautiful New Homes for sale at

SIENNAPLANTATION.com!

Avanti . Darling . David Weekley . Fairmont . Gracepoint . Highland . J. Patrick . Meritage . Newmark
Partners in Building . Perry . Ryland . Shea . Taylor Morrison . Toll Brothers . Trendmaker . Triumph . Westin . Westport

Downtown
Greenway

Galleria

Med Center

    F
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d 
Pk

w
y

siennaplantation.com
Sienna Parkway at Hwy. 6

New homes from the $280s!
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Pet Guide
Compiled by Carrie Taylor     Designed by Dionna Moore

retail
The Fish Bowl and More
6713 W. Broadway St., Ste. C, 
Pearland • 281-485-0012
www.thefishbowlandmore.com

Genesis Exotics
16446 Hibiscus Lane, 
Friendswood • 717-305-0684
www.genesisexotics.com

Gulf Coast Equine 
and Pet Center
4111 FM 2351, 
Friendswood • 281-482-7186
www.gulfcoastequinepet.com

Natural Pawz
2803 Business Center Drive, Ste. 129, 
Pearland • 832-406-7457
www.naturalpawz.com

Rainforest Pets
2121 E. Main St., 
League City • 281-554-7534
www.rainforestpetsllc.com

Beverly’s Touch of 
Class Grooming
2401 S. Grand Blvd., 
Pearland • 281-412-5959
www.beverlysgrooming.com 

Floppy Pets
3354 FM 528, Friendswood
281-993-4172 • www.floppypets.com

Friendswood 
Grooming Salon
524 N. Friendswood Drive, 
Friendswood • 281-482-3879

Gimmie a Bark
101 E. Edgewood Drive, Friendswood
281-482-1911 • www.gimmieabark.com

Pampered Pooches 
Pet Salon
6713 W. Broadway St., Ste. G, 
Pearland • 281-997-8686
www.facebook.com/pampered 
poochespetsalon

Sparky’s Spa
15116 Hwy. 3, Ste. 2B, 
Webster • 281-850-8075
www.sparkysspa.com

Tracy’s TLC Grooming
5131 FM 2351, 
Friendswood • 281-996-7010
www.facebook.com/tracystlcgroom

Created By Hand Pet 
Styling and Boarding
1501 Sun Meadow Blvd., 
Friendswood • 281-996-8500
www.createdbyhandpetstyling.com

DogS Gone Good 
(Also provides extensive dog training 
courses and schools)
3939 Allen Road, 
Pearland • 713-557-1949
www.dogsgonegood.com

Le Bone Pet Spa
1635 E. Broadway St., Ste. 105,
Pearland • 281-992-0900
www.lebonepetspa.com

Paws and Friends
3602 Bailey Ave., 
Manvel • 281-489-8669
www.pawsandfriends.com

Pearland Barkway
1853 Pearland Parkway, 
Pearland • 281-741-7058
www.pearlandbarkway.com 

Pooch Pad Country 
Kennel and Grooming
5115 McKnight Road, 
Pearland • 281-489-9727
www.poochpadkennel.com

Roka Kennel
18119 Roy Long Road, 
Pearland • 281-489-8024

The Pink Paws Pet Spa 
and Hotel
12155 Shadow Creek Parkway, Ste. 114, 
Pearland • 713-446-8530
www.thepinkpawspetspa.com

Local pets up for adoption

Animals at Friendswood Animal Advocates as of Aug. 2.

Cocoa, female, Lab mix Nico, female, possibly Bombay
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There are plenty of places to shop for your four-legged friend 
in Pearland and Friendswood, and if you don’t have one yet, 
Community Impact Newspaper has compiled a list of places 
and tips for adopting a cat or dog. This list is not intended to be 
comprehensive.

Pearland & Friendswood
grooming

boardingboarding

Best friends for life
When adopting, it is important to consider how long a new pet will live. According to the 
American Humane Society’s website, with proper care, cats have a typical life span of 15 
to 20 years, and dogs can live for 12 to 15 years.

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

Pets Place
Featuring retail, small animal and puppy 
adoption, grooming, boarding  
and day care services 

13730 Beamer Road,
Houston • 281-922-7387
www.petsplacehouston.net

Pet Palace
Featuring retail, boarding, grooming, adop-
tions, day care and training 

multiservice adopting a pet?14300 Gulfstream Park Drive, 
Webster • 281-286-4400
www.thepetpalace.net

Pet spa & retreat
Featuring dog day care services,  
boarding and grooming. 

9430 W. Broadway St., Ste. 156, 
Pearland • 281-997-7387 
www.pearland-silverlake-groomer.com 
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Alvin-Friendswood 
Vet Clinic
2407 W. Parkwood Ave., Ste. 124,  
Friendswood • 281-992-7500

Banfield Pet Hospital
3119 Silverlake Village Drive, Pearland
713-436-6307 • www.banfield.com

Brookdale Animal Hospital
11120 Scarsdale Blvd., 
Houston • 281-484-4733
www.brookdaleanimalhospital.vetstreet.com

Claws and Paws Veterinary 
Hospital
2556 E. Broadway St., Pearland
281-485-6570 • www.cpvh.com

Friendswood Animal Clinic
1405 S. Friendswood Drive, 
Friendswood • 281-482-1258
www.friendswoodanimalclinic.com

Parkwood Animal Hospital 
and Boarding
1301 W. Parkwood Ave., 
Friendswood • 281-648-7387
www.parkwoodanimalhospital.com

Pearland Animal Hospital
1601 N. Main St., 
Pearland • 281-485-2496
www.pearlandanimalhospital.com 

Pearland Pet Health Center
10525 Hughes Ranch Road, 
Pearland • 713-436-2555
www.pearlandpethealthcenter.com

Shadow Creek Veterinary 
Clinic
11041 Shadow Creek Parkway, Ste. 101, 
Pearland • 713-436-3848
www.shadowcreekvet.com

Silverlake Animal Hospital
10015 W. Broadway St., Pearland
281-436-9400 • www.pearlandvets.com

Westside Veterinary Clinic
9223 W. Broadway St., Ste. 107, 
Pearland • 281-997-1044 
www.pearlandvetclinic.com

21

DREAM Dachshund Rescue
713-481-1888
www.dreamdachs.org

Friendswood 
Animal Advocates
www.friendswoodanimaladvocates.info

Friendswood Animal Control 
and Adoption Center
3000 W. Parkwood Ave. 
Friendswood • 281-996-3390
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us

Houston Humane Society
14700 Almeda Road 
Houston • 713-433-6421
www.houstonhumane.org

It’s a Ruff Life
1807 E. Broadway
Pearland • 281-648-1693

Pearland Animal Control
and Adoption Center
2002 Old Alvin Road 
Pearland • 281-652-1970
www.facebook.com/pearlandpets

Pet Hub Animal Rescue
2800 E. Broadway, Ste. C, Pearland
www.pet-hub-rescue.org

The Forgotten Pet Advocates
P.O. Box 3037, Pearland
www.forgottenpetadvocates.com
marlene@forgottenpetadvocates.com

Pearland | Friendswood Edition • August 2015

Vets&clinics

Rescue Groups 
 & Shelters

A Treasure Found  ·  SedonaLakes.com
New Homes from the $280s to the $600s

Gracious homes welcome family and friends. Neighborly amenities and events evoke a hometown ambiance. 
Acclaimed Alvin ISD schools reassure parents who want the best for their children. Sedona Lakes is where 
families thrive and happy memories multiply. Shouldn’t Sedona Lakes be home to what you treasure most?

Within minutes of Downtown and the Texas Medical Center

TREASURE
the tranquility

*Rating cited in Houstonia  
  Magazine, March 30,2015

and the Texas Medical Center

*

NEW Model Homes COMING SOON!



International Festival and the Home-
town Christmas Festival, have seen a 
steady increase in attendance since 2013. 
Pearland’s biggest attractions, however, 
have been the annual sporting tourna-
ments hosted throughout the year. 

With attendance at city events 
increasing, visitor spending at local 
retail centers and restaurants has also 
increased, Sinistore said. The market-
ing efforts of the PCVB have resulted in 
a 14 percent increase in Pearland’s hotel 
occupancy tax revenue by between 
2014 and 2015.

“When anyone comes here they are 
going to stay in our hotels; they are 
going to shop in our retail stores; they 
are going to dine in our restaurants and 
they are going to spend their money on 
incidentals,” Sinistore said. 

However, some Pearland hotel owners 
said with approximately 3,000 new hotel 
rooms expected to open in Houston by 
mid-2016, there may soon be a decrease 
in the number of visitors staying in the 
city. The city’s hotel industry includes 
860 rooms and has seen its revenue 
increase from $9.8 million in 2010 to 
$20.5 million in 2014. Nevertheless, 
some hotel owners say the increase of 
available hotel rooms in Houston will 
result in revenue losses as visitors from 
the Texas Medical Center looking to stay 
overnight will decrease. 

“Because there are limited rooms in 
the [Texas] Medical Center, visitors want 
to stay somewhere where there are fami-
ly-friendly restaurants and places to go,” 
said Rushi Patel, vice president of oper-
ations for Omkar Enterprises Manage-
ment LLC—the management company 
that oversees the Pearland’s La Quinta 
Inn and Springhill Suites. “We’ve been 
benefiting off of that, but in the next few 
years, when all of these hotel rooms [in 
Houston] go online, [Houston] will have 
enough rooms to fill a convention and 
its normal demand.” 

Finding a niche
Although Pearland does not have a 

large entertainment venue, it has found 
success as a sports destination for state-
wide tournaments in volleyball, soccer 
and basketball. 

John Turner, head volleyball coach at 
Pearland High School, established the 
Texas Volleyball Invitational in 1996 
as a statewide high school volleyball 
tournament. Over the last 19 years, the 
tournament has grown from hosting  
28 teams to hosting 88 teams. 

Turner said the popularity of the tour-
nament has increased as a result of the 

is used for myriad purposes, which 
include funding the PCVB. Patel said 
the tournaments help stimulate the city’s 
hotel industry during slower months 
and during the weekends. 

“I am all for tournaments because 
they help us on our soft weekends,” he 
said. “They do help the hotels a lot, [and] 
Pearland is becoming a sporting venue 
because it has a lot of venues.” 

In addition the city is constructing 
two sports complexes to meet the grow-
ing sports interest and set the stage to 
host future tournaments. The Hick-
ory Slough Sportsplex and the Shadow 
Creek Ranch Regional Sports Park are 
expected to open in late August and late 
September, respectively, and will include 
soccer, baseball and softball fields. 

continuous growth in Pearland over the 
last 20 years. 

“The expansion of hotels and the 
shopping centers have just boomed,” he 
said. “When we were starting to grow, 
people would stay in the Clear Lake area, 
the Hobby [Airport] area and here. Now 
95 percent of the teams stay in Pearland.” 

As the city’s most profitable sports 
tournament, the Texas Volleyball Invi-
tational has led the way for additional 
tournaments to be hosted in Pearland, 
such as the Texas Classic of Pearland 
basketball tournament and Little League 
Baseball tournaments. 

The increase of annual sports tour-
naments in Pearland has also led to 
increased hotel occupancy tax revenue, 
Patel said. Hotel occupancy tax revenue 

“Texas is a really big sports state, [and] 
that has really been a precedent,” Sinis-
tore said. “We have a lot of young people 
who are interested in sports, and it’s a 
really great market for us.” 

Looking ahead
The city of Houston is expecting six 

new hotels to open within the next 18 
months, according to the Houston Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau. Patel said the 
rise of hotels in Houston is a result of 
factors such as the nationwide popular-
ity of the Texas Medical Center and the  
hosting of the Super Bowl in 2017.

Patel said Pearland’s hotel industry 
has benefited from the limited amount 
of hotel rooms in the Texas Medi-
cal Center over the last three years by 

Tourism
Continued from | 1

TOURISM

ACROSS

IN PEARLAND

THE STATE

The city of Pearland has experienced a substantial 

increase in visitor spending and hotel occupancy 

tax revenue as events and athletic tournaments 

continue to flourish at city venues.
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UPCOMING PEARLAND EVENTS

housing its visitors. 
“We’re trying to replace [the expected 

decrease in visitors] with something 
else,” he said. “There are a lot of hotels 
in Houston [that] are starting to [look 
for alternative options]. It is starting to 
become a rate war.”

Sinistore said she is optimistic the 
city’s tourist and visitor attractions will 
continue to increase occupancy num-
bers despite the new hotels and lodging 
options in Houston. She said the city’s 
proximity to William P. Hobby Airport 
will continue to attract overnight visitors 
as well as support visitors and tourists 
flowing from the George R. Brown Con-
vention Center once its renovations are 
complete in fall 2016. 

“I believe that visitors will stick [to] 

Pearland for our quality hotels and 
excellent services,” Sinistore said.

Patel said he expects to see an increase 
of visitors in Pearland during the weeks 
leading up to and following the 2017 
Super Bowl because of the city’s prox-
imity to Houston. However, he expects  
Pearland to see a decline in tourism in 
the months following the Super Bowl.

“After the Super Bowl is finished the 
true numbers will come in, and you’ll 
see that impact of slowdown,” he said. 
“There is so much inventory coming in 
[Houston], and it is going to take time to 
absorb the inventory.”

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com
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UPCOMING PEARLAND EVENTS

Wine and Food Festival
Pearland Town Center Pavilion, 11200 W. 
Broadway St., Pearland. $30. Noon-7 p.m.

29AUGUST

Trick or Treat Trail
Pearland Recreation Center,  
4141 Bailey Road, Pearland. Free.  
5:30-8 p.m.

31OCTOBER
Pearland Arts & Crafts on the Pavilion
Pearland Town Center Event Pavilion,  
11200 Broadway St., Pearland. Free.  
10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

03 & 04OCTOBER

Pearland International Festival
Independence Park, 3919 Liberty Drive, 
Pearland. $10 (adults), free (children age 
12 and younger). 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 

19SEPTEMBER
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EXISTING: 
1  The Rig at Pearland High School

2  Dawson High School

3  Pearland High School

4  Turner High School

5  Recreation Center & Natatorium

Source: Pearland Convention & Visitors Bureau/Community Impact Newspaper

6  Centennial Park

7  Dad’s Club 

COMING SOON: 
8  Hickory Slough Sportsplex

9  Shadow Creek Ranch Sports Park
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Credit approval required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. Additional loan options available for primary 
residence, second home, investment properties and refinances. See credit union for definitions of refinance 
loan programs. The offer for payment of closing costs applies to new purchases and refinances only. Purchase 
tiers are as follows: $20,000-$75,000 receive $500 off closing costs; $75,001-$150,000 receive $800 off 
closing costs; $150,001-$300,000 receive $1,000 off closing costs; $300,001+ receive $1,200 off closing 
costs. Refinance tiers are as follows: $500 off closing costs on a portfolio program; $1,000 off closing costs on 
a saleable loan program. We require the Truth in Lending, Good Faith Estimate and HUD-1 closing statement 
from the competitor for comparison purposes in order to receive the $250 if we can’t meet or beat your 
qualified rate. Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete requirements. Offer valid July 15 thru September 30, 
2015 and cannot be combined with any other TDECU Mortgage offer. 6004.8-CIPEAR-AUG 0715-PA-8154.01

CALLING ALL IT’S-TIME-
FOR-A-BIGGER-HOUSE-
LET’S-TALK HOME BUYERS.
Receive up to $1,200 off your closing costs with 
a loan from TDECU Mortgage. 

Call TDECU when you’re ready to finance a new home or to 
refinance your existing loan. Our goal is to give you the best 
solutions for your personal needs. Which is why we offer up 
to $1,200 off your closing costs and up to 103% financing 
options. We even guarantee to meet or beat any local 
competitor’s rate on the purchase or refinance of your home, 
or we’ll give you $250 after closing.

Give us a call or visit the: 
Pearland Member Center 
9915 Broadway Street 
Pearland, TX 77584

Apply and get pre-approved today! 

Be YOU and Belong.

TDECU.org/mortgage 
800.839.1154 x4614

6004.8_MTG_Comm Impact Pearland August FINAL.indd   1 7/31/15   2:52 PM

Veterans 
D

r.

The city of Pearland hosts a variety of youth, high school and collegiate 
athletic tournaments at its sporting venues. The city is constructing two 
new facilities to accommodate future tournaments.

Source: Pearland Convention & Visitors Bureau/Community Impact Newspaper



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com24

“Increasing the presence of good businesses in 
Friendswood makes for a vibrant, healthy community,” 
Council Member Patrick McGinnis said.

However, opponents fear the remaining land will 
be undesirable to commercial developers after CCCC 
builds its new church. Opposition also disagreed with 
council’s decision to downzone, or reduce the tax-base 
potential, by including a sizable, tax-exempt church 
instead of more commercial components.

“It’s a large, undeveloped, viable commercial prop-
erty for the city, and you’ve downzoned it to some-
thing that’s not going to generate any tax revenue for 
the city,” Council Member Carl Gustafson said. “The 
loss of that tax revenue is borne by the residential 
property taxpayers.”

CCCC—which has three campuses, including its 
west campus that meets at Friendswood Junior High 
School—will privately develop its new facility. The 
church does not, however, plan to develop any of the 
commercial or retail components, CCCC West Campus 
pastor Chris Alston said.

While Alston said CCCC will listen to offers on the 
remaining commercial land, there have been no com-
mercial developers in consideration at this time. 

Development concerns
While the church owns 135 acres, about half of the 

land cannot be developed because of the city’s flood 
plain, Planning and Zoning Commission chairman 
David O’Farrell said.

a guide to how the land in the corridor should be uti-
lized, and Vision 2020 both discouraged the practice.

“In our quiver of arrows, [the Whitcomb Property] 
was our last big arrow for Friendswood’s city tax base,” 
Ericsson said. “Now we’ve given away half of it and dam-
aged the other half as far as commercial development is 
concerned, I think. What other arrows do we have?”

Vision 2020 found that the optimum tax-base mix to 
maintain revenue was 73 percent residential and 27 per-
cent commercial development. Friendswood decided 
an 80 percent residential and 20 percent commercial 
combination would be more attainable, officials said. 
Opponents say CCCC’s potential planned development 

The Whitcomb Property was one of the biggest 
undeveloped pieces of land remaining in Friendswood, 
which magnified the importance of its land use for eco-
nomic development, officials said.

“For reasons I don’t understand, the city started nego-
tiating and working with [CCCC] when [it] didn’t have 
to,” said Jerry Ericsson, former council member from 
1996-2005. “The result is [that] we downzoned a whole 
lot of prime property, and we’ve squeezed out develop-
ers that could have developed the whole thing in a con-
gruent way.”

The concept of downzoning goes against a pair of 
policies adopted by City Council. The FM 528 Strategy, 

CCCC
Continued from | 1 ZONE-CHANGE PROCESS

Clear Creek Community Church 
was required to apply for a zoning 
change in order to build a church 
as part of its planned develop-
ment on the Whitcomb Property.

Applicant fills out 
a zone-change 
application.

Friendswood staff sets a date for a joint public hearing with 
the City Council and Planning and Zoning Commission to 
hear comments from the public on the application.

City sends out newspaper notices, posts a sign on the subject property and sends 
letters to surrounding property owners of the zone-change application and public 
hearing date. Public agendas are also posted announcing the meetings.

P&Z provides the council 
with its recommendation 
on the zoning change.

At the next meeting, 
council votes on the 
second reading.

If the motion carries on 
both readings, the zoning 
change is approved.

Once P&Z’s recommendation is received, the 
council has the option to vote on the first reading 
of the ordinance for the zoning change.

City holds the 
joint public 
hearing.

01 02

03 04

05 06

07 08
Source:  

city of Friendswood/ 
Community Impact Newspaper

WHILE YOU’RE WORKING HARD, 
LET ATPE WORK HARD FOR YOU.

“I’ve been an educator for 36 years, and I’m not ready
to quit,” says Cindy. “When I joined ATPE, I felt that it
was the organization that would work the hardest to
protect us, and that was true. I’ve had two issues: one
with a parent, and one with an employment concern.
Both times, ATPE supported me. As educators, it’s
essential we have somebody on our side who knows
education law. You wouldn’t drive a car without
insurance. You have insurance on your home in case
something bad happens. You also need to be protected
in your career.” Don’t wait. Please join ATPE today.

When Cindy needed legal 
representation, ATPE was there.
When Cindy needed legal 
representation, ATPE was there.
When Cindy needed legal 

*representation, ATPE was there.*representation, ATPE was there.

CINDY BARNES
• Southeast Texas
• High school educator
• Counselor
• ATPE member for 35 years

★

“ATPE is like 
family. If you 

have a legal 
concern, there’s 

always someone 
you can call.”

(800) 777-ATPE (2873) | ATPE.ORG

*Eligibility, terms and conditions apply. Visit atpe.org for more information.
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commercial property we have for our tax base so that 
our property taxes don’t go up and our [property] val-
ues don’t go down.”

Zoning change process
CCCC spent more than six months in pursuit of 

the zoning change it needed to build a permanent 
west campus facility on the Whitcomb Property. The 
church filed its first zone-change application Jan. 5, 
Alston said. Because of questions and concerns raised 
during public hearings about the planned develop-
ment, CCCC modified its application and submitted 
it to P&Z for review on March 19.

In response to a negative recommendation by P&Z 
following its March meeting, CCCC again altered its 
plans, which caused the zoning change process to start 
over, Alston said.

“[P&Z] just felt that, almost on every level, the pro-
posal did not meet the needs of the city,” O’Farrell said.

P&Z gave another negative recommendation after 
reviewing CCCC’s revised plans May 7. Part of the 
commission’s worries centered around the inclusion of 
a multifamily residential component, officials said.

“Folks, for certain, were not very happy with the idea 
of a large concentration of apartments on the property,” 
Gustafson said. “There seemed to be less of an issue 
with the church, but I don’t think that folks understand 
[its negative impact].”

Mayor Kevin Holland—who declined to comment 
on the approval of the zoning change—amended the 
application at City Council’s June 1 meeting to prohibit 
any residential component in the project. With the 
alteration, the ordinance passed its first reading before 

will only hurt that tax revenue ratio.
“Right now we’re at about 89 percent residential and 

11 percent commercial in our tax base,” Gustafson said. 
“We’re way out of whack. Our target is 80 [percent res-
idential] and 20 [percent commercial], which is pretty 
light on commercial to begin with. This just puts us in 
a deeper hole.”

Ericsson said he fears CCCC’s development will throw 
Friendswood into a “death spiral” of higher taxes, lower 
property values and fewer prospective homebuyers. 

“We need to quit putting schools, churches and 
municipal buildings in prime commercial proper-
ties,” he said. “We need to carefully use the last of the 

getting final approval July 13 on a 6-1 vote. Gustafson 
was the lone vote in opposition.

Church plans
CCCC closed on the purchase of the property in 

May, officials said. Alston declined to disclose how 
much CCCC paid for the land.

“The Whitcomb Property’s location on FM 528 near 
Bay Area and Blackhawk [boulevards] is an excellent 
location to reach and serve people in the west League 
City and Friendswood areas,” he said. “Many of our 
current church members live in close proximity to this 
property, and we also believe there are many more peo-
ple in this area that don’t currently have a church home.”

Church staff is in the process of formulating plans 
and concepts for the scope, design and phasing of the 
west campus. The cost of the project has not yet been 
determined, Alston said.

The church grounds will be constructed in two 
phases. The first phase, the church itself, is tentatively 
scheduled to begin in summer 2016. Alston said he  
hopes the 35,000-40,000-square-foot initial phase will 
be complete in fall 2017. Once built out, the campus will 
be approximately 70,000-100,000 square feet.

“The right development would’ve done wonders for 
the city,” Gustafson said. “I hope I’m wrong [about the 
lack of commercial development].”

Do you think Friendswood City Council made the correct decision by 
approving Clear Creek Community Church’s zone-change application?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/plf-poll

CLEAR CREEK COMMUNITY CHURCH 
CONCEPTUAL LAND USE PLAN
A majority of the  
developable land 
on the Whitcomb 
Property is zoned for 
commercial use.
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ARKWOOD DR.

TOWNES RD.

BLACKHAWK BLVD.

CHURCH GROUNDS
COMMERCIAL
FLOODWAY/DETENTION

Source: city of Friendswood/Community Impact Newspaper Map not to scale

 

NEW HOPE
for those with complex and severe lung conditions

ANNOUNCING 
The Baylor College of Medicine® Lung Institute at Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center
Led by one of the world’s foremost lung disease experts, Dr. David Sugarbaker, and a team of  
world-class specialists and researchers 

Call 1-844-700-Lung to make an appointment or visit BCMLung.org

Lung cancer  |  Asthma  |  Cystic fibrosis  |   Pulmonary hypertension  |   COPD

Mesothelioma  |  Interstitial lung disease  |  Lung transplantation

A T
Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center

Lakeside Hospital

Patients Medical Center

Sugar Land Hospital

The Vintage Hospital

The Woodlands Hospital

CHI St. Luke’s Health 
Our network of hospitals
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Neighborhood data provided by 
Grant King

Keller Williams Pearland
713-829-6337

grantking@kw.com
www.grantkingrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

The Southern Trails master-planned 
community stretches more than 500 acres 
in Pearland. Located a mile west of  
Hwy. 288, the subdivision is in proximity 
to the Texas Medical Center and 
Houston’s central business district. 

Southern Trails feeds into Alvin ISD, and 
the new Shadow Creek High School is 
slated to open in fall 2016.

Southern Trails, 77584

13002 Trail Manor Drive  $210,000

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  1,921 sq. ft. 
Agent: Donnie Jones 
Keller Williams Pearland   832-489-3431

11903 Southern Trails Court $429,900

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  4,037 sq. ft. 
Agent: Jennifer Duguay 
RE/MAX Pearland 281-844-5969

3109 Trail Ridge Drive  $349,500

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,254 sq. ft. 
Agent: Christopher Truong 
Realty Associates  281-650-2352

3001 Southern Mill Court  $359,000

5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  3,564 sq. ft. 
Agent: Beverly Smith 
Keller Williams Pearland   281-384-3281

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 8/04/15

Build-out year: Ongoing

Square footage: 1,700-4,900

Home values: $189,900-$628,378

HOA dues (estimated): $907 annually 

Amenities: 8,000-square-foot, resort-style 
clubhouse, swimming pool, wading pool, 
splash park, fitness center, lakes and trails

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Pearland  0.71210 
Brazoria County Drainage Dist. No. 4  0.15600 
Brazoria County  0.43850 
Alvin Community College  0.20401 
Brazoria County MUD No. 34  0.85000 
County and Bridge  0.06000 
Alvin ISD  1.41700

Total (per $100 value) 3.83761

40

Homes on 
the market*

$11,352

Median annual 
property taxes

$390,00

Median 
home value

64

Average days on 
the market*

8

Homes under 
contract*

$113

Median price 
per square foot

77581

518

288

521

77089

77584

77578

77546
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PEARLAND
FRIENDSWOOD
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WORSHIP WITH US
Join us for our fall sermon series

SUN • 9:30 & 11AM

BIBLE STUDY FOR  
ALL AGES AND STAGES

SUN • 9:30 & 11AM

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR • 12008 SHADOW CREEK PKWY • SECOND.ORG

                                         Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 77581 77584 77578 77546

$149,999 or less 3/107 4/31 4/37 7/33

$150,000–$199,999 9/63 24/30 4/27 13/12

$200,000–$299,999 56/46 108/39 20/59 32/44

$300,000–$399,999 14/58 82/68 10/37 17/44

$400,000–$499,999 3/34 37/86 19/135 23/43

$500,000–$599,999 1/110 18/117 14/128 16/76

$600,000–$799,999 2/1607 3/97 6/95 27/98

$800,000–$999,999 — — — 11/88

$1 million + 1/27 — 1/19 10/101

Market Data On the market  (July 2015)
Price 77581 77584 77578 77546

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

$150,000

$125,000

$100,000

$75,000

Median price of homes sold  July 2014 vs.  July 2015

+13%

+13%
+15%

-4%

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.


