
Officials: Economy to benefit 
from mobility improvements

Projects to ease traffic congestion on I-45

By Stephen Garcia
Texas Department of Transportation 

officials revealed plans in late April 
for a game-changing 16-mile proj-
ect designed to makeover I-45 in the 
northern part of Houston. Meanwhile 
construction is ongoing near Friends- 
wood and Pearland on segments of I-45 
south, and more work on the interstate 
is on the horizon.

Two existing projects—which stretch 
from Beltway 8 to FM 2351 and FM 2351 
to Bay Area Boulevard—will expand 
I-45 to help alleviate congestion in one 

of the worst spots for traffic in the state.
“When the projects started in 2011, 

that segment of [I-45] was in the top 
five of the 100 most congested seg-
ments in Texas,” TxDOT spokesperson 
Deidrea George said. “The need for [the 
projects] was evident.”

Project details
Construction began on the section 

of I-45 from Beltway 8 to FM 2351 
in June 2011, and construction from  
FM 2351 to Bay Area Boulevard started 
in December 2012. The approximately 
six-mile stretch of roadway will widen 
from six to 10 main lanes and include 
six frontage lanes upon completion.

In 2012, 174,000 cars traveled 

daily from Beltway 8 to Bay Area  
Boulevard, according to TxDOT. The  
traffic count is expected to reach 
254,000 by 2035.

Beltway 8 to FM 2351 is expected 
to be complete in the third quarter 
of 2016 while the portion from FM 
2351 to Bay Area Boulevard has a 
projected completion date of a year 
later. Construction on both projects 
was paused in 2012 due to delays 
caused by utility relocation and right 
of way acquisition.

“The project was put on hold for 
roughly about a year because we had 
not acquired all of the right of way,” 
George said. “We did as much as we 

See I-45 | 21

No major changes to school 
finance anticipated to occur

Local districts face 
funding challenges

A six-mile stretch of projects on I-45 south will widen the interstate to 10 lanes and demolish overpasses at El Dorado and Bay Area boulevards.

By Marie Leonard
School district officials in Pearland 

and Friendswood are dealing with 
a slew of funding issues caused by 
decades of tweaks and modifications 
to the school finance system. When 
the 84th legislative session wraps up  
June 1 many of the inequities in the 
system will remain largely unchanged, 
partly as a result of an ongoing school 
finance lawsuit more than two-thirds of 
Texas districts joined in 2012.

Pearland ISD was one of the more 
than 600 districts in the state to join the 
lawsuit in hopes that legislators would 
create a more adequate and equitable 
funding system. Former District Court 

See School funding | 22
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Revenue per pupil

Where local lives.

ALL-NEW & COMPLETELY REDESIGNED

COMING IN JUNE

ALVIN ISD 
$5,859 per school year

FRIENDSWOOD ISD 
$5,889 per school year

PEARLAND ISD 
$5,860 per school year

The maintenance and operations revenue per student  
is based on weighted average daily attendance. WADA 
accounts for district enrollment in addition to certain 
types of students, for example, special needs students.

Source: Texas Legislative Board/Community Impact Newspaper

STATE AVERAGE 
$5,919 per school year

IMPROVING 
INTERSTATE MOBILITY

INTERSTATE

45

DETAILED MAP ON PAGE 21
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Creating Houston’s Finest Communities

VisitWestRanch.com

New Homes from the $200s - $300s

Highly-Rated Alvin ISD Schools

SIX FURNISHED MODEL HOMES 
OPEN DAILY

Lakes of Savannah is located on Hwy. 6, 

2.3 miles west of Hwy. 288 and 4.5 miles 

east of the Ft. Bend Pkwy.           

Lakes of Savannah.com

FriendswoodDevelopment.com

Village Builders | David Weekley Homes | Partners in Building

Highland Homes | Lennar | Westin Homes | Anglia Homes

NEW PARTNERS IN BUILDING MODEL HOME NOW OPEN

NEW LENNAR MODEL HOME NOW OPEN 
NEW SECTIONS NOW OPEN
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
May and June are two 

truly exciting months for 
us at Community Impact 
Newspaper. As you may 
have noticed our May 
edition is a bit smaller in 
size, which is a change 
that was made to make 
the paper easier to hold 
and read. We also rede-
signed the cover of our 
newspaper in an effort to 

continue to evolve and find innovative ways to show-
case content that will better serve you and give you  
a better feel for what is inside each edition. 

In June we will launch our all-new and completely 
redesigned website, www.communityimpact.com. I 
hope you will take time to visit the new website that 
our digital team and editorial staff worked so hard 

to create. Our goal with the new website is to have it 
be more reflective of the quality you find in the paper 
every month. The website also serves as an added 
bonus to our print product as you can find news  
stories that not only pertain to the Pearland and 
Friendswood area, but also about the 19 other  
communities we serve in Texas. 

As we celebrate being in the Pearland and Friends-
wood area for six months, I especially want to thank 
all of our advertising partners, community leaders 
and loyal readers for your support and feedback so 
far. We are your community newspaper and we look 
forward to serving you for many years to come.  

Kelly Hammons
GENERAL MANAGER

khammons@communityimpact.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLLLAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How often will you use I-45 south 
upon completion?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/plf-poll.

Which aspect of the multiuse Ivy 
District project are you most looking 
forward to seeing completed?

  50%                                              High-end retail

  22%            Retirement center 

               11%  Residential options 

               11%  Park-recreation amenities

          6%  Community center

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 4/23/15-5/19/15

Construction on the Ivy District, a master-planned devel-
opment, is expected to begin later this year in the Lower 
Kirby Urban Center. 

Construction began on I-45 south of Beltway 8 in 2011, 
and the six miles of roadway projects are expected to be 
finished in the third quarter of 2017.
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Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.
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Jackie Harris 
281-454-7744 
1930 Country Place Pkwy., Suite 108
Pearland, TX 77584
jharris2@allstate.com

I can help you protect your family’s future.
Life insurance isn’t something people like to discuss. But having it is one of the best ways to 
provide for your family if something happens to you. With the right life insurance, love wins.  
Call me today for affordable options.

With Allstate life insurance,
love wins.
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jharris2@allstate.com
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I can help you protect your family’s future.
Life insurance isn’t something people like to discuss. 
But having it is one of the best ways to provide for 
your family if something happens to you. With the 
right life insurance, love wins. Call me today for 
affordable options.
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Now Open

1  Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt 
opened April 27 at 2680 Pearland 
Parkway, Ste. 130, Pearland. Located 
in the Center at Pearland Parkway, 
Menchie’s offers self-serve yogurt in 
a variety of flavors, including nonfat 
and sugar-free options. Customers 
can customize their cup at the 
toppings bar. 281-997-7874.  
www.menchies.com 

2  Paris Nails & Spa opened  
April 18 in the Center at Pearland 
Parkway. The salon, located at 2683 
Pearland Parkway, Ste. 110, Pearland, 
provides services such as manicures, 
pedicures, facials, waxing and eyelash 
extensions. 281-485-3333.

3  Verizon Wireless retailer Cellular 
Sales opened April 23 at 1439 E. 
Broadway St., Ste. 100, Pearland. 
The second Verizon store in the city, 

Cellular Sales offers cellphones, smart 
phones, tablets, headphones and 
accessories. Verizon service plans, 
customer support and phone repair 
service are also available.  
281-993-5023. www.cellularsales.com

4  Homecare Comforts opened 
April 13 at 1008 Vatican Court, 
Pearland. The business offers 
personal and companion care for 
elderly or disabled people in the 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Map not to scale

Southeast Houston, Pasadena, Clear 
Lake, Friendswood and Pearland 
areas. Services such as dressing, meal 
preparation and light housekeeping 
can be provided at homes or 
hospitals and other facilities 24/7.  
281-529-6683.  
www.homecarecomforts.com 

5  California-based Juice it Up! 
opened April 24 at 2708 Pearland 
Parkway, Ste. 150, Pearland. Located 
in the Pearland Market Shopping 
Center, the store offers raw juice 
blends, smoothies and super fruit 
bowls designed for health benefits, 
such as detoxification and energy. 
This is the first Juice It Up! in the 
Greater Houston area and fourth in 
Texas. 281-965-3530.  
www.juiceitup.com

6  Verizon Wireless retailer A 
Wireless opened March 16 at 10501 
Pearland Parkway, Ste. C, Houston. 
The store sells cellphones, smart 
phones, accessories, tablets and 
headphones. A Wireless also offers 
service plans and customer support, 
including device repairs.  
832-495-4071. www.myawireless.com

7  Owners Andy and Angela 
Chhong opened Golden Donuts on 
March 28 after operating Daylight 
Donuts in Alvin for more than five 
years. The shop, at 2746 Manvel Road, 
Ste. 103, Pearland, sells doughnuts 
and other breakfast items, including 
kolaches, croissants, tacos, biscuits, 
muffins and coffee. Golden Donuts 
offers a free dozen doughnuts on a 
customer’s birthday and discounts 
for churches and large orders.  
979-888-3131.  
www.goldendonutstx.com

8  Diamond Girlz Spatique opened 
April 25 at 9223 W. Broadway 
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LASER SURGERY • HEEL SPUR SURGERY • HAMMERTOES • BUNIONS • FRACTURES 

INGROWN TOE NAILS  • SPORTS & ANKLE INJURIES • DIABETIC & NEUROPATHY CAREINGROWN TOE NAILS  • SPORTS & ANKLE INJURIES • DIABETIC & NEUROPATHY CARE

Dr. Donald Stran, D.P.M
Board Certifi ed*

Fellow of American Colleges of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

*Certifi ed By The American Board of Foot & Ankle Surgery

Dr. Brian Selbst, D.P.M
Board Eligible*

American Board of Foot & Ankle Surgery

Dr. Kelli Stevens
Board Eligible*

American Board of Podiatric Surgeons

281-992-0006 281-741-3017WWW.DRSTRAN.COMFriendswood Missouri City
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Compiled by Stephen Garcia

News or questions about Pearland or Friendswood? 
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com.

St., Ste. 135, Pearland. The young 
women’s spa is available for 
parties and events, which include 
manicures, pedicures, facials as well 
as karaoke and dancing. Spa services 
are available by appointment or 
walk-in. 281-741-3407.  
www.diamondgirlzspatique.com

9  Natural Pawz opened its first 
Pearland location May 9 at  
2803 Business Center Drive. The pet 
store—which is the company’s 16th 
location in the Greater Houston 
area—offers all-natural food, 
supplement and treat options as 
well as accessories for cats and dogs. 
The Pearland store plans to offer 
grooming services in the future. 
832-406-7457.  
www.naturalpawz.com 

10  Japanese-owned Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries Compressor 
International held its grand opening 
April 25 at 14888 Kirby Drive, 
Houston. The plant—also known as 
Pearland Works—is the company’s 
first facility in the United States. The 
completion of the 180,000-square-
foot facility was the first of two 
phases. The plant packages, ships, 
stores and services compressors and 
mechanical drive steam turbines. 
www.mhicompressor.com

Coming Soon

11  Costco will open its first Pearland 
location in October at the northwest 
corner of Hwy. 288 and CR 59 on 
Business Center Drive. The store will 
be a 150,000-square-foot facility with 
an attached tire center and a fueling 
station, creating approximately 
150 jobs. The membership-based 
warehouse store sells a variety of 
goods, including appliances, furniture 
and groceries. www.costco.com 

12  Tex-Mex restaurant Jimmy 
Changas will open its fourth 
Greater Houston area location early 
next year in Pearland. Located at 
2801 Business Center Drive, the 
restaurant will feature a full bar 
and serve Tex-Mex options, such 
as fajitas, burritos and enchiladas. 
Jimmy Changas offers catering 
options as well.  
www.freshmexfun.com

13  Construction is underway on 
a new iShineExpress Car Wash 
& Detail in Pearland. The second 
location in the city, the auto wash 
facility is expected to open in March 
2016 on a 2.33-acre site on the east 
side of Business Center Drive, west  
of Hwy. 288 and south of 
the Pearland Town Center. 
iShineExpress offers automated car 
washes, detailing services and free 
vacuuming. The shop recycles its 
water after use. www.ishinecorp.com

14  Advantage BJJ Martial Arts and 
Fitness will open in August at 10555 
Pearland Parkway, Ste. U, Houston. 
The business will offer Brazilian 
jiu-jitsu classes for participants age 
4 and up as well as an after-school 
program. Classes are split up by age 
group and skill level. Advantage may 
also offer judo and Japanese jiu-jitsu.  
832-509-0255.  
www.advantagebjj.com 

15   The first Kid Creations studio 
will open in early June at 607 
S. Friendswood Drive, Ste. 13, 
Friendswood, after 19 years of 
mobile service. The business offers 
arts and crafts classes for parties 
as well as walk-ins. Activities 
include plaster painting, pottery 
and mosaics. Kids Creations will 
continue to offer mobile service for 
events and parties. 832-569-4694 

New Management

16   Adam Arceneaux was named 
new operations manager in April at 
Pearland Regional Airport, 17622 
Airfield Lane, Pearland. Arceneaux has 
operations manager experience with 
Georgetown Municipal Airport, where 
 he also served as fixed-base operator 
general manager. He was also line 
service manager for Redbird Skyport 
at San Marcos Municipal Airport.  
281-482-7551. www.flypearland.com

Anniversaries 

17  Wild Pear Running marked its 
first anniversary May 1. The store, 
located at 9330 W. Broadway St., 
Ste. D-400, Pearland, specializes 
in runner essentials with items, 
such as running shoes, apparel and 
accessories. The business also offers 
products for injury treatment and 
prevention, hydration and nutrition. 
Wild Pear Running does gait analysis 
to recommend proper shoes and 
hosts runs, walks and instructional 
clinics. 281-372-6305.  
www.wildpearrunning.com

18  Queen Bling Boutique 
celebrated five years in business 
with its anniversary May 7 at 1130 
E. Broadway St., Ste. 110, Pearland. 
The women’s apparel shop offers tops, 
dresses, T-shirts, jackets, vests, pants, 
shoes and accessories, including 
handbags and jewelry for females of 
all ages. The store also sells gifts, such 
as decorative pillows, koozies and 
wine glasses. 281-993-4649.  
www.queenblingboutique.com   

Closings

19  Dance studio Dancing Dyn-
O-Mite closed May 8 at 2407 W. 
Parkwood Ave., Ste. 100, Friendswood. 

Queen Bling Boutique celebrated its fifth 
anniversary May 7.

18
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Natural Pawz opened May 9 and offers 
all-natural pet food and supplements.
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Amita Bhalia opened Menchie’s Frozen 
Yogurt in the Center at Pearland Parkway.
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Andy and Angela Chhong opened Golden 
Donuts on March 28 on Manvel Road.
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David L. Smith Realty 

TheLegacy Group

4418 BROADWAY (FM 518), PEARLAND  •  281-485-0244  •  WWW.DSMITHREALTY.COM
SUSAN S. LENAMON – BROKER/OWNER
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Sweet Organic Solutions

S. M
ain St.

E. Walnut St.
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Owner Donna Hilliard opened Sweet Organic Solutions to help gardeners cultivate their gardens.
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Sweet Organic Solutions
Nursery specializes in edible vegetation 

Sweet Organic Solutions owner 
Donna Hilliard said she 
believes in using the natural 

soil and surrounding environment 
instead of pesticides and artificial 
gardening techniques to cultivate 
healthy gardens. 

Hillard grew up with her grandpar-
ents on their farm in Fredericksburg, 
Texas and was taught to use perma-
culture gardening practices. Perma-
culture gardening utilizes ecological 
engineering and environmental 
maintenance to cultivate vegetables 
and fruits, Hilliard said.  

With the lessons she learned on her 
grandparents’ farm, Hilliard opened 
Sweet Organic Solutions in 2008 in 
Pearland to pass her knowledge on to 
local residents. 

“I never imagined I would grow 
up and teach people how to grow 
vegetables because that is what we did 
[growing up],” she said. “With that 
kind of knowledge and how I grew up, 
I just kept rolling with it.”

Sweet Organic Solutions sells 
gardening tools and edible vegetation 
as well as nongenetically modified 
organisms, fertilizer and plant feed. 
Hilliard said she only sells edible 
vegetation because she believes in 
cultivating and harvesting sustain-
able gardens. 

“There are some flowers that are 
edible and some of it we cannot eat, 
but the hummingbirds, the bees and 
the butterflies can eat them,” she said. 
“They have a symbiotic relationship 
with the garden and we need those.” 

As a licensed master gardener and 
Texas Certified Nursery Professional, 

Hilliard works with customers from 
Pearland and across the state to 
design and maintain edible gardens. 
She consults with customers by 
offering free pH soil testing as well as 
identifying harmful bugs and plant 
diseases to further instruct how to 
rejuvenate gardens. 

“If you regulate the pH of what your 
plants need, you can get everything 
into line and prevent any mishaps,” 
Hilliard said. “Instead of trying 
to amend it into something more 
useable for vegetables, why not grow 
your blueberries there and save some 
money and maximize things?”

To help customers fertilize and grow 
new gardens, Hilliard maintains a half-
acre lot filled with edible herbs, fruit 
trees, bushes and vegetables. Sweet 
Organic Solutions also sells more than 
200 different types of vegetable seeds 
to sell to up-and-coming gardeners. 

“The main thing is I cater to the 
gardener, not the landscaper,” she 
said. “There is a big difference in 
learning how to garden and just 
learning how to throw some [flowers] 
on the ground.” 

Looking forward, Hilliard said 
she wants to install a greenhouse 
to expand her inventory as well as 
expand to a larger lot. She said she 
wants to continue teaching customers 
how to utilize permaculture garden-
ing techniques. 

“I want to help people utilize the 
little bit of ground they have,” she said. 
“You do not have to have a couple of 
acres. You can use just a standard lot 
to grow stuff on. In this day and age, it 
takes a lot of work to do that.” 

BUSINESS

2710 S. Main St., Pearland 
281-997-1900
Hours: Mon.-Wed., Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Thu. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

The nursery sells a wide variety of  
nongenetically modified seeds. 

By Connor Hyde 

TOMATO
PEACH

CABBAGE
LETTUCE

CARROT
CUCUMBER
RASPBERRY

BLUEBERRY

BLACKBERRY

SPINACH
LEMON

ORANGE
KALE

SQUASH

Determining the pH levels 
in soil can help gardeners 
determine which fruits 
and vegetables they 
are able to grow, Sweet 
Organic Solutions owner 
Donna Hilliard said. 
To test the pH levels, 
gardeners can use a pH 
meter to determine how 
much phosphorus, lime, 
potassium and other 
minerals are present in 
their soil.

Optimum pH level
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P096010.1

From cars to trucks and motorcycles to RVs, let State Farm Bank® finance or refinance all your vehicles. 
Bank with a good neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR COMPETITIVE RATES.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B.,  Bloomington, IL

Financing for whatever moves you.

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) as of 1/1/15. Subject to credit approval and other requirements. The rate you receive may be higher. Advertised rates are subject to change at the Bank’s discretion. 
Some products and services may not be available in all service areas.

Kyle Angelle, Agent
State Farm Agent
1990 Country Place Parkway
www.kyleangelle.com                                                             
Toll Free: 855-416-6678
www.GotKyle.com

AS LOW AS

APR*

2.34%

pH SCALE
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Ellie’s Kitchen & Catering

S. Friendswood Dr.

2351

Ellie Ashley, a Cyprus native, and her son Rob Gates put an emphasis on customer service.
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Ellie’s Kitchen & Catering
Owner emphasizes hospitality

P atrons at Ellie’s Kitchen & 
Catering are more than cus-
tomers. When one enters the 

Friendswood eatery, which is deco-
rated with murals depicting owner 
Ellie Ashley’s childhood home of 
Cyprus, he or she is more like a 
houseguest.

“I’ve always enjoyed people eating 
[my cooking] and saying, ‘Oh, that’s 
good,’” Ashley said. “There’s always 
something satisfying about people 
eating at your home. Before I opened 
the restaurant I always invited peo-
ple to the house.”

That mindset helped create the wel-
coming atmosphere at her Friends-
wood Mediterranean restaurant.

“[Ashley is] one of those rare peo-
ple that genuinely cares about people 
and feels deeply for the community 
[and] for the people she loves,” said 
Rob Gates, Ashley’s son and chef 
at Ellie’s. “If you look at her, she’s 
almost like everybody’s mom in the 
way that she approaches people.”

Ashley grew up in Cyprus, where 
her father, Christof Tambourides, 
was chef for the island’s British 
commissioner. She said she got her 
love of cooking from him and began 
cooking in her early teen years for 
her three younger siblings while 
their parents were at work. Tambou-
rides also taught Ashley about some 
key ingredients for any meal.

“We really care, and we want 
people to know that,” Gates said. “If 
you don’t, people are going to taste 
that. My grandfather said that the 
two greatest ingredients in cooking 
are patience and love. Nothing tastes 

as good as it ever will without those 
two ingredients.”

After marrying, Ashley moved 
to the U.S. in 1960. She worked in 
engineering for more than 20 years 
before pursuing her own restaurant 
in 2006.

“After my son moved down here I 
decided that it was a good time for 
him and I to work together,” Ashley 
said. “When I retired from Dupont, 
I just took some of my money and 
bought my kitchen stuff.”

Two to three years after opening, 
Ashley said she found herself unable 
to accommodate all of her customer 
base. She bought the neighboring 
space as part of the “Carson Expan-
sion”—named for a young customer 
who grew upset when the restaurant 
was full one day.

“He cried because he brought his 
little sister for me to meet, and there 
was no place for him to sit,” Ashley 
said. “So when I went home I told 
my husband, ‘I’m going to expand.’”

The menu includes traditional 
Mediterranean food along with 
some American dishes—such as 
chicken and dumplings and beef 
stroganoff—that were added based 
on Ashley’s experiences of living 
in New Orleans, Maryland and 
California. All of her food includes 
the passion and care that defines the 
restaurant, she said.

“You just have to really love to 
cook,” Ashley said. “[One must] do 
it well and use the right ingredi-
ents and try not to cut corners just 
because you have a restaurant. That’s 
my mentality.”

DINING

108 S. Friendswood Drive, 
Friendswood
281-648-2973
www.letseat.at/ellieskitchen
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

Owner recommendations
Stuffed vegetables
• Choice of two (bell pepper, tomato or 

zucchini) stuffed with ground beef and 
rice, served with tzatziki sauce ($13)

Moussaka
• Layers of ground beef, eggplant, 

zucchini and potatoes covered in 
bechamel sauce ($14.50)

Gyro pita
• Pita sandwich with slices of rotisserie 

lamb and beef gyro meat ($10.95)

Baklava
• Pastry filled with nuts and cinnamon 

and topped with honey sauce ($4.50) 

Appetizers at Ellie’s include hummus, baba 
ganoush, and meat or vegetarian dolmathes.

Ellie’s Kitchen & Catering serves its salads 
with a homemade balsamic vinaigrette.

By Stephen Garcia

Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only... 1) On Select Models. 2) 39 Mo. Closed End Lease... $0 Down + TT&L  Due at Lease Inception (Cash or Trade). 1st Payment is NOT due at lease inception. Security Deposit Waived w/Approved Credit. Total Payments: New 2015 
GMC Sierra 4DR TX Ed. $10,023, New 2015 GMC Acadia $11,661 , New 2015 GMC Terrain $10,452 , New 2015 GMC Yukon $14,703, New 2015 Buick Enclave $12,831, New 2015 Buick Encore $6903. All advertised leases in this ad include: early termination & 
excessive wear & tear fees, 10,000 Miles per year with $.25/mile for additional miles, maintenance & auto insurance are customer’s responsibility, penalties and other charges will be imposed for delinquent payments. All) Prices + TT&L. Prices Include All Applicable 
Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  The Buick Emblem and GMC are Registered Trademarks of General Motors. Prices and Rebates May Change due to Factory Rebate and incentive changes made after the release of this publication.

12820 GULF FREEWAYbeckmastensales.com 713-947-4111
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Move into your new home with the  
X1 Entertainment Operating System.®

PREPAID CARD

$200

State of Affairs available at xfinity.com/tv  
and on the XFINITY TV Go app

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Installation charges may apply. Prepaid card offer end 12/31/15, and is limited to new HD Preferred XF Triple Play (or above) residential customers. Two-year contract required. 
Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A. pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa® debit cards 
are accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit comcast.com. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved.  BLI160792-0002

Call your Move Specialist at 1-877-671-3647  
or visit comcast.com/moversedge.

Before you move, call and ask about our great 
Movers offers featuring the X1 Entertainment 
Operating System® — only from XFINITY.® 
Then choose the installation option that works best for you:
• Schedule a professional installation on the date you choose within a 2-hour  

appointment window — guaranteed. 

• Take it with you — ask how you can bring your equipment with you when you move.

Call and ask how you can  
get a Visa® Prepaid Card worth up  
to $200 when you select a qualifying 
HD Triple Play. 

OR

106038_BLI160792-0002 Mb0155 insert_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 4/22/15   6:13 PM
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the project is still in the early stages, 
a construction timeline has yet to be 
determined.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $50 million
Funding sources: TBD

3   Regency Park improvements
Pearland City Council awarded a 
construction bid for paving and 
drainage improvements in the Regency 
Park subdivision at its April 27 
meeting. The city’s oldest concrete-
paved subdivision, Regency Park, no 
longer has adequate street pavements 
or waterlines, city officials said. 
Approximately 5,400 feet of pavement 
will be replaced throughout the 
subdivision, and a required emergency 
access gate will be installed to provide 
access through the Pearland Junior 
High East parking lot. Additionally, a 
new water main system will replace the 
existing waterline, and curb inlets will 
be installed to prevent flooding.  

Timeline: June 2015-June 2016 
Cost: $3.31 million
Funding sources: City of Pearland

4   Friendswood Link Road 
widening
The city of Friendswood continues 
work on the widening of Friendswood 
Link Road. Through a Texas General 
Land Office disaster recovery grant, 
the thoroughfare will expand from 
Blackhawk Boulevard to FM 518. 
Blackhawk Boulevard to Hibiscus 
Lane—the portion of the project in 

1   Kirby Drive expansion 
Construction on the expansion of 
Kirby Drive began May 11. The city 
of Pearland project will provide 
increased mobility around the 
Pearland Town Center and Alvin 
ISD’s new Shadow Creek High 
School, which will open in August 
2016. Kirby Drive will expand 
from two to four lanes with raised 
medians from approximately  
1,500 feet south of FM 518 to 
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Ongoing project

4,800 feet south of FM 518. 
New sidewalks and drainage 
improvements are also part of the 
project. Northbound traffic on Kirby 
Drive will have a left-turn lane, and 
there will be a deceleration lane at 
the school’s entrance.  

Timeline: May 2015-January 2016
Cost: $2.9 million 
Funding sources: City of Pearland

2   FM 518 expansion
Plans to add lanes to FM 518 in 
Pearland are in the preliminary stages. 
The proposed Texas Department of 
Transportation project will expand  
FM 518 from four to six lanes by adding 
one lane in each direction from  
Hwy. 35 to Hwy. 288. Plans also include 
a raised median. TxDOT and the city of 
Pearland held an open house May 14 to 
display three possible alignment options 
and gather public comments. Because 

Harris County—will widen from two to 
four lanes and include medians, new 
sidewalks and an improved drainage 
system. Galveston County’s stretch of 
the project—from Hibiscus Lane to  
FM 518—will expand to three lanes 
with a dedicated turn lane, new 
sidewalks and improved drainage. 
The project is about 37 percent 
complete. Paving on the Galveston 
County portion began April 24 near 
FM 518.

Timeline: fall 2014-winter 2015 
Cost: $5.3 million
Funding sources: City of 
Friendswood, Texas General Land 
Office grant

5   FM 2351 improvements
A TxDOT project to resurface FM 2351 
in Friendswood will go to bid this fall. 
The roadway improvements will stretch 
from FM 518 to the Brazoria County 
line. The project includes base repairs 
and seal coating, and is in the design 
phase. The project is expected to go to 
bid in September.

Timeline: fall 2015-winter 2015
Cost: $718,000
Funding sources: TxDOT

6   Hooper Road improvements
Hooper Road will be repaved to 
accommodate truck traffic in the 
industrial-heavy Lower Kirby Urban 
Center. A part of the city of Pearland’s 
thoroughfare plan, the project will pave 
Hooper Road from Beltway 8 to  
3,500 feet south of Beltway 8. The 
10-inch-thick reinforced paving will be 
heavier than usual. Hooper Road will 
have concrete curb and gutters, and the 
project also includes new sidewalks and 
drainage improvements.

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $2.5 million
Funding sources: City of Pearland, 
Pearland Economic Development 
Corporation

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Stephen Garcia
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TO 36 HOURS POST WORKOUT
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STRENGTH AND POWER
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Manvel Town Center to bring retail 
to intersection of Hwy. 288, Hwy. 6
By Stephen Garcia

The planned Manvel Town Center 
will add to development in the growing 
city, and officials expect a significant 
economic impact from the 75-acre 
commercial retail site.

Located at the northwest corner 
of Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 6, the Manvel 
Town Center will cater to a population 
of 918,354 residents within a 15-mile 
radius, according to 2013 statistics 
obtained by The Weitzman Group, the 
center’s developers.

“[The Weitzman Group] had come 
to the city several years ago and 
discussed an economic develop-
ment agreement that since has been 
approved by City Council,” Manvel 
City Manager Kyle Jung said. “The 
plan for the development is big anchor 
stores, retail shopping, commercial 
and pad sites for restaurants or other 
standalone businesses.”

The planned site near two heavily 
traveled freeways made it an appealing 
location for the new center. In 2013 

Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 6 experienced 
52,000 and 25,000 car trips per day, 
respectively, according to Jung.

“[The Weitzman Group] identified 
it as a very lucrative intersection of 
two state highways,” he said. “It’s one 
of the last major intersections in the 
Houston metropolitan area undevel-
oped at the moment.”

Ground has yet to be broken on the 
Manvel Town Center, and the project is 
not expected to be complete for a  
couple of years. The Weitzman Group is 
waiting to secure anchor tenants before 
beginning construction, Jung said.

“Once they start construction, it’s 
probably going to take them anywhere 
from a year to 18 months to complete 
all of the infrastructure before the 
first building is ready for the tenant 
to move into,” he said. “They’re going 
to have to put in quite a significant 
amount of money in the way of roads, 
water, sewer, drainage—all that 
infrastructure—before they can get a 
business to move in.”

Manvel has an economic develop-
ment agreement with The Weitzman 
Group to reimburse the developers 
approximately $20 million in infra-
structure costs in addition to  
$20 million in interest. The Weitz-
man Group estimates around $300 
million in capital investment, which 
would generate about the same 
amount in ad valorem property 
value, Jung said.

The city of Manvel and its extra-
territorial jurisdiction has nine 

subdivisions either under construc-
tion or in the development process. 
When built out the approximately 
30,000 new residents will continue to 
spur development, Jung said.

“There’s going to be commercial 
development that needs to follow that 
residential development,” he said. 
“[The Manvel Town Center] is a very 
keystone area in the city of Manvel 
for commercial development. Right 
now it’s one of the larger commercial 
areas that we have planned.”

DEVELOPMENT

6

288

The Manvel Town Center is one of the biggest planned commercial projects in the city, officials said.
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A Treasure Found  ·  SedonaLakes.com
New Homes from the $280s to the $600s

Sedona Lakes’ enviable location ensures quick commutes and more time with loved ones. Whether it’s 
relaxed afternoons in the park with a friend, the comforting feeling of arriving home or the sound of your 
child’s laughter, Sedona Lakes is full of hidden treasures. 

Gracious homes welcome family and friends. Neighborly amenities and events evoke a hometown ambiance. 
Acclaimed Alvin ISD schools reassure parents who want the best for their children. Sedona Lakes is where 
families thrive and happy memories multiply. Shouldn’t Sedona Lakes be home to what you treasure most?

Within minutes of Downtown and the Texas Medical Center

TREASUREthe tranquility

*Rating cited in Houstonia  
  Magazine, March 30,2015

*
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EDUCATION NOTES
News from Alvin ISD and Pearland ISD Compiled by Stephen Garcia

Alvin ISD board taps 
Hestand as principal 
of Shadow Creek HS

PISD board approves additional teaching 
positions; raises breakfast, lunch pricing

ALVIN ISD The district’s board of 
trustees unanimously approved the 
hiring of Kelly Hestand as  
principal for the new Shadow Creek 
High School at its May 12 meeting. 
The district’s third comprehensive 
high school will open in August 2016.

 “Opening a new school is always an 
exciting opportunity for any adminis-
trator to get to help develop and grow 
that culture from the beginning,” 
Hestand said. “I’m just really looking 
forward to getting to know the com-
munity and partnering with them.”

Hestand is the assistant superin-
tendent for teaching and learning for 
Hillsboro ISD, and is wrapping up 
her 23rd year in the education field. 
She started her career as a teacher 
and coach, and has also served in 
administrative positions at both the 
campus and district levels.

Hestand was raised in the  
Dallas-Fort Worth area before attend-
ing Harding University in Arkansas 
on a volleyball scholarship. She earned 

PEARLAND ISD The school 
district’s board of trustees approved 
the addition of 41.5 teacher positions 
and two classroom aide positions for 
the 2015-16 school year at its meet-
ing April 21.

PISD administration officials pre-
sented two options for adding person-
nel, and the board chose the option to 
add 41.5 teachers, which included eight 
more elementary school positions than 
the alternative option. The district will 
require more teachers to maintain its 
targeted student-to-teacher ratio with 
509 new students projected to enroll in 
PISD next school year.

The new personnel positions are 
expected to cost $2.44 million in 
salary, PISD officials said.

The board also voted to increase the 
prices for breakfast and lunch by 10 
cents and 25 cents, respectively.

PISD officials said the district 
needed to increase the meal costs in 
order to comply with the Healthy, 
Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. The act 

a bachelor’s degree in math education 
and went on to get her master’s degree 
in education administration from 
Texas Woman’s University.

“We’re excited to have her,” AISD 
Superintendent Buck Gilcrease said. 
“[Hestand] has extensive teaching 
experience—which is one of the things 
we were looking for—and teaching 
experience in the math area.”

requires the average paid lunch price 
to be at least equal to the difference 
between the free and paid federal 
reimbursement rates. As it stands, the 
difference is $2.70 and PISD’s average 
paid lunch price is $2.51. 

With excess money in the food 
service fund reserve, PISD requested 
exemption waivers for the last two 
school years to avoid raising meal 
prices. The district could no longer 
justify a waiver with kitchen reno-
vations at Carleston and Shadycrest 
elementary schools totaling $2 mil-
lion, officials said.

It is the first time since the  
2008-09 school year that PISD has 
raised meal prices. The increase is 
expected to generate an additional 
$260,000 in annual sales.
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7 p.m. on June 9
Rodeo Palms Junior High School 
101 Palm Desert Drive, Manvel

6 p.m. on June 9
Education Support Center
1928 N. Main St., Pearland

Alvin ISD board meeting

PISD board meeting

COMBATING 
CANCER

WITH 
EXPERTISE

memorialhermann.org

Your stand against cancer starts here.
Memorial Hermann Cancer Centers have received full

accreditation by the American College of Surgeons 

Commission on Cancer, making us Houston’s fi rst

recognized Integrated Network Cancer Program. 

Th is approval means our Cancer Centers meet

national standards established to ensure cancer

patients receive high-quality care. Our eight

accredited centers make cancer treatment accessible

and convenient to where you live or work.

And our caring staff  and Oncology 

Nurse Navigators are with you 

every step of the way.
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WORSHIP WITH US SUN • 9:30 & 11AM
BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL AGES & STAGES SUN • 9:30 & 11AM

There’s a place for you at

SECOND
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR • 12008 SHADOW CREEK PKWY AT REFLECTION BAY DR • SECOND.ORG

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

By Joe Olivieri

HB 40, a bill clarifying that the state—not 
local authorities—regulates oil and gas 
activity, was signed by Gov. Greg Abbott on 
May 18. It took effect immediately. 

HB 931, a bill that would change how 
unemployment insurance benefits are 
allocated, was sent to Abbott on May 20. 
According to the bill’s analysis, current law 
“incentivizes unemployed individuals to 
remain out of work for at least four weeks 
because they will be paid double for the 
fourth week of unemployment.” The bill 
amends how individuals would be eligible 
for benefits.

By Kelli Weldon

At a May 14 House meeting, Rep. Jimmie 
Don Aycock, R-Killeen, moved to postpone 
consideration of HB 1759—the school finance 
bill he co-authored—until July 4. As a result, 
any school finance changes would have to 
come from general appropriations bill HB 1, 
according to Aycock’s staff.

On May 11 Gov. Greg Abbott signed SB 
149 into law. The legislation will establish 
committees to determine if students who 
pass classes but fail state tests can graduate.

On May 7 the Senate passed HB 4. Filed 
by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston, the bill aims to implement high-quality standards 
for prekindergarten education. In a statement, Abbott said he thinks HB 4 will help 
strengthen the foundation for student success. At press time he had not signed the bill. 

By Lyndsey Taylor

On May 19 the House passed SB 339, which legalizes 
and regulates the growth of cannabis plants high in 
cannabidiol and low in tetrahydrocannabinol in Texas. 

Gov. Greg Abbott can veto SB 339, sign the bill or 
take no action.

SB 339 would allow patients access to cannabis 
as medicine upon the recommendation of two 
board-certified medical specialists. According to 
the bill’s analysis, cannabidiol oil has been shown 
to “dramatically decrease” the number of seizures 
in people with intractable epilepsy, or people with a 
higher risk of a shortened life span, bodily injury or 
mental health impairment. Cannabidiol oil is an extract 
from the cannabis plant.

By Leslee Bassman

As the 84th regular session of the Texas Legislature winds down, the House and 
Senate are coming to terms over proposed bills affecting state budget considerations 
including tax relief for homeowners and businesses.

On May 20 the Senate Finance Committee passed HB 32 that cuts $2.5 billion in 
franchise taxes, with a franchise tax rate decrease from 1 percent to 0.75 percent over 
the next two years. The bill raises the tax threshold for small businesses from $10 million 
to $20 million.

The House and Senate chambers are at odds as to how to cut taxes for residents, with 
the Senate touting a property tax cut and the House promoting a sales tax reduction.

The House of Representatives unanimously passed SB 20 on May 19. The bill, 
proposed by Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, increases the disclosure and reporting 
of state contracts.

“Texas citizens rely on state contracts to receive services they need, and we must 
ensure that those contracts are awarded fairly and transparently,” Nelson said. 

TRANSPORTATION ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

HEALTH CARE

HIGHER EDUCATION

BUDGET

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_plf and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com.

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper is reporting on 
bills and funding for the state regarding the budget, economy and small busi-
ness, transportation, public education, higher education, health care and more. 
All information on this page is as of May 20.

By Amy Denney 

The status of additional state funding for the 
Texas Department of Transportation is up in the 
air as the House and Senate will discuss their 
differences on approving a bill designed to divert 
money to the State Highway Fund that helps fund 
TxDOT.

On April 30 the House approved Senate Joint 
Resolution 5, which would dedicate $3 billion of 
revenue from the state sales and use tax to the SHF 
each fiscal year. However, the bill differs from the 
Senate’s version, approved March 4. The Senate’s 
version of the bill would dedicate the first $2.5 billion of motor vehicle sales tax revenue 
to the state’s general revenue fund and the second $2.5 billion to the SHF. The Senate 
declined to accept the House’s version of the bill May 4, requiring both chambers to 
hash out differences in a conference committee.

By Jennifer Curington

Many bills slated to bring various changes 
to higher education establishments are still 
waiting for passage.

SB 11, which would allow licensed 
concealed weapon owners to carry a firearm 
on public college campuses, was approved by 
the Senate but still has not been heard on the 
House floor.

SB 1819, a bill repealing current law 
allowing undocumented students—referred to 
as “Dreamers”—to pay in-state tuition rates, is 
waiting to be heard by the Senate. Other bills 
currently in limbo include those that would 
issue revenue bonds to help higher education institutions fund capital projects, such as 
new facilities, on campuses.

University presidents Bill Powers and Mark 
Hussey joined forces earlier in the legisla-
tive session, asking lawmakers for funding.

Representatives discuss a bill May 5.
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• Authored by Sen. Kevin 
P. Eltife, R-Tyler

• Would amend the current 
law relating to the medical 
use of low-THC canna-
bis and the regulation of 
related organizations and 
individuals

• Would allow patients 
access to cannabis oil 
upon the recommenda-
tion of two board-certified 
medical specialists 

SB 339

FUNDING TEXAS ROADS

Motor vehicle 
sales tax

$2.5 billion 
to general 

revenue fund  
then  

$2.5 billion  
to State 

Highway Fund

Sales and  
use tax

$3 billion   
+ 2% of 
growth  
to State 

Highway Fund

Senate House

Source: Texas 
Legislature Online

Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock, R-Killeen, 
moved to postpone consideration of HB 
1759 at a May 14 meeting at the Capitol.
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SEN. LARRY TAYLOR • DISTRICT 11

R-Friendswood

Elected: 2012

512-463-0111

larry.taylor@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored Senate Bill 498, which 
eliminates the expiration date of a Texas 
Windstorm Insurance Association 
waiver program relating to building 
code requirements. SB 498 has been 
approved by the Senate and House. 

• Co-authored SB 900, which reforms the 
operation of TWIA and renames it. The 
Senate approved the bill April 27, and it 
is now in the House for approval.

REP. GREG BONNEN • DISTRICT 24

R-Friendswood

Elected: 2012

512-463-0729

greg.bonnen@house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Co-authored House Bill 2027, which 
establishes precincts for elections held 
on a uniform election date. The House 
approved the bill April 23, and a public 
hearing in the Senate was held May 14.

• Co-authored HB 2245, which is the 
companion bill for state Sen. Larry 
Taylor’s SB 900. HB 2245 was left 
pending in the insurance committee 
April 22.

REP. ED THOMPSON • DISTRICT 29

R-Pearland

Elected: 2012

512-463-0707

District29.
Thompson@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored HB 3081, 
which creates 
Brazoria County 
Municipal Utility 
District No. 68. The 
bill grants limited 
power of eminent 
domain, provides 
authority to issue 
bonds and provides authority to impose 
assessments, fees or taxes. The bill was 
approved by the Senate on May 15.

• Authored HB 1829, which increases the 
punishment for assault crimes committed 
against certain sports participants. It was 
approved by the House on May 13.

REP. DENNIS PAUL • DISTRICT 129

R-Houston

Elected: 2014

512-463-0734

dennis.paul@house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Co-authored HB 4105, which requests 
that state or local funds cannot be used 
for an activity that includes the licensing 
or support of same-sex marriage. 
The bill was placed on General State 
Calendar on May 12.

• Co-authored HB937, which allows a 
concealed gun license holder to carry a 
weapon on higher education campuses. 
The bill was considered in Calendars on 
May 7.

AT THE CAPITOL UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS 
FOR PEARLAND AND FRIENDSWOODNews from the 84th Texas Legislature

RECENT TWEETS
FROM ACROSS THE STATE

Community Impact Southwest Austin 
@impactnews_swa

At the Capitol: Sen. Donna Campbell lays out school 
choice in SB 276 to Senate education committee 
#txlege #CITxLege 

Community Impact Northwest Austin 
@impactnews_nwa

#HB80 amendment allowing drivers to text while 
completely stopped passes. This is similar to Austin’s 
texting ban #txlege #CITxLege

#CITxLege

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_plf—for Pearland and 
Friendswood news, and throughout the legislative session 
search for #CITxLege for coverage that matters to you.
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One of the Best-Selling
Communities in the Nation!

Tour 12 NEW Models!
LARGEST NEW Model
Home Park in Texas!!

FREE ice cream
all month long at the 

newly remodeled
— SIENNA —
HOMEFINDER

CENTER
5777 Sienna Parkway

281.778.7777

siennaplantation.com  .  from $280s-Millions  .  Sienna Parkway at Hwy. 6
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New Homes from the $280s - $500s         
Ashton Woods | Village Builders | 
Trendmaker Homes | Perry Homes

	 n   A convenient location minutes from downtown Houston
	 n  Close to shopping, entertainment & The Texas Medical Center
	 n  Resort-style clubhouse with fireplace & full kitchen
	 n  8,000 square foot pool with wading pool & spray features
	 n  Fitness center, walking trails & parks
	 n  Houston’s most trusted homebuilders
	 n		Highly Acclaimed Alvin ISD Southern-Trails.com

A
lm

ed
a 

R
d.

Texas
Medical
Center

FM 518

Pearland
Town

Center
Alvin Community
College/Pearland

Galleria

Univ. of
Houston

1 mile west 
of Hwy 288 
on FM 518

In partnership with United States Patent and Trademark Office

Camp Invention builds confidence in children entering grades 1-6!
Local educators will be leading the week of hands-on fun
Camps in the greater Houston area!

Last chance to join the fun this summer! 

Sign up now at campinvention.org or call 800.968.4332.
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June

01 Golf Roundup
The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 

and the Alvin/Pearland Houston Metro Go Texan 
Committee invite the community to its annual golf 
tournament, which benefits the livestock show and 
rodeo. The entry fee includes a cart, greens fees, 
range balls, course contests, door prizes, goody 
bags, a dinner buffet and awards ceremony. 9 a.m. 
(registration), 11 a.m. (tee-off). $125 (individual), $550 
(four players and one hole sign). Golfcrest Country 
Club, 2509 Country Club Drive, Pearland.  
281-816-6998. www.rodeohouston.com

03 Urban wildlife watching
The class covers wildlife watching in an urban 

environment. Binoculars are provided, and participants 
can learn where and how to look for animals in an urban 
landscape as well as how to identify them. 6-7 p.m. Free. 
Pearland Recreation Center and Natatorium, 4141 Bailey 
Road, Pearland. 281-412-8915. www.pearlandtx.gov

06 National Trails Day
The League City Parks and Recreation 

Department invites the community to its second annual 
family trail walk and scavenger hunt in honor of National 
Trails Day. Participants receive a scavenger hunt game 
board and a bag to collect items along the trail. 8-11 a.m. 
Free. Dr. Ned and Fay Dudney Clear Creek Nature Center, 
1220 Egret Bay Blvd., Houston. 281-554-1180.  
www.leaguecity.com/parks

06 through 18  
Youth Rodeo Series

The Brazoria County Fair Association invites the 
community to its youth event, which features rodeo speed 
roping and mutton busting events for participants up to 
age 19. An award ceremony follows the week’s events, 
and scholarships are awarded to the girl and boy with 
the most points. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free (to attend). Brazoria 
County Fairgrounds, 901 S. Downing Road, Angleton.  
979-849-6416. www.brazoriacountyfair.com

11 Pearland job fair
The Pearland Chamber of Commerce presents 

its 2015 job fair for residents seeking local employment. 
Companies distribute handouts, applications and 
company literature. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Hilton Garden 
Inn-Pearland, 12101 Shadow Creek Parkway, Pearland. 
281-485-3634. www.pearlandchamber.com

12 13, 14 and 18  
“12 Angry Men”

The Pearland Theatre Guild presents the play by Reginald 
Rose, which is based on the TV movie by the same 
name and follows the story of a 19-year-old man’s trial 
for allegedly killing his father. 8 p.m. (June 12-13), 3 p.m. 
(June 14), 7:30 p.m. (June 18). $15 (adults), $13 (students 
and seniors). Pearl Theater, 14803 Park Almeda Drive, 
Houston. 832-459-4674. www.pearl-theater.com

15 through 20  
Mars Trekker Global Teen Summit

Space Center Houston invites youths ages 13-17 to its 
summit where participants solve problems and learn more 
about science and engineering. Industry speakers and 
NASA scientists give talks and guidance. $600 (individual 
student without hotel), $1,250 (individual student with 
hotel). Space Center Houston, 1601 NASA Parkway, 
Houston. 281-244-2148. www.mars.spacecenter.org

and 7 
Free Press Summer Festival
The annual music and arts festival 

offers multiple stages of live music featuring local 
and world-renowned musicians and bands. There 
are also art displays and food and drinks. Gates 
open at 11 a.m. $168.50 (general admission 
for both days). Eleanor Tinsley Park, 500 Allen 
Parkway, Houston. www.fpsf.com 

Find more or submit Pearland/Friendswood events 
at communityimpact.com/plf-calendar.

To have Pearland/Friendswood events considered 
for the print edition, they must be submitted online 
by the first Friday of the month.

May

29 through June 26 
Concerts in the Park

Pearland Parks and Recreation and the Friendswood 
Community Services Department invite music lovers to 
their respective, ongoing concert series. Each Friday night 
a different artist will take the stage with a variety of genres 
ranging from country to pop rock. Concerts are subject to 
weather-related cancellations. 7-9 p.m. Free. Southdown 
Park, 2150 Countryplace Parkway, Pearland. 281-412-
8900. www.pearlandtx.gov/concerts Stevenson Park, 
1100 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood. 281-996-3220. 
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us

30 Wags to Riches Gala and Casino Night
Pearland Animal Control and Adoption Center 

hosts its second annual gala and casino night fundraiser, 
which is a Vegas-style evening of gambling and dancing. 
The event also features a photo booth and a four-course 
meal. All proceeds go toward a trailer the center is 
seeking to use for adoptions and to evacuate animals 
out of an area in the event of a disaster. 5-11 p.m. $75 
(individual), $850 (table of 12). Golfcrest Country Club, 
2509 Country Club Drive, Pearland. 281-652-1970. 
www.pearlandpets.com

31 Run Houston! 5K and 10K 
Run Houston! invites runners and athletes of 

all skill levels and ages to its Clear Lake 5K and 10K 
races and 1K children’s race/walk. The course takes 
runners through Bay Area Park, and each finisher 
receives a medal as well as a T-shirt. 7 a.m. Prices 
vary and are available online. University of Houston-
Clear Lake, 2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston.  
www.clearlake.runhouston.com

CALENDAR

Online Calendar
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Montessoridowntown.com
OUR CAMPUSES

PEARLAND
2121 N Grand Blvd

281-485-3567 

SILVERLAKE
2525 County Road 90

281-412-5763

CLEAR LAKE
15625 Space Center Blvd.

281-488-7599

DOWNTOWN
4510 Caroline St.

713-520-6801

8
610

PEARLAND

SILVERLAKE

CLEAR LAKE 

DOWNTOWN

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
FUN SUMMER CAMPS

EDUCATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE

Call for available 
registration and 

Scholarships!

2 FIELD TRIPS WEEKLY!
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School district superintendents
Alvin, Friendswood and Pearland ISDs
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Buck Gilcrease,  Alvin ISD Trish Hanks,  Friendswood ISD John Kelly,  Pearland ISD

The first challenge is always to find seats [in the 
classroom] for everybody. The second challenge is 
to keep the quality of our instructional staff up to 
a level of excellence. It takes a lot of work to search 
those people out. This district is so high quality so 
our goal is to continue to bring in people like that to 
fill in the new instructional roles. Obviously trans-
portation and facility needs [are also challenges].

There are a couple of challenges. The expectations 
are never lowered; there’s always increased expecta-
tions. There’s this perception that you can [achieve] 
those higher expectations with the same amount of 
resources, and that’s just a disconnect in thinking. 
The other big challenge for our district is our stu-
dents are exposed [because of] technology. Trying to 
keep up with social media—that’s a concern of mine.

The one that’s on my mind right now is money. The 
Legislature does not at this point look like it’s going 
to give us the money we need to keep up with growth 
and inflation. That worries me. The other thing I’ve 
been working on the last couple of days is finding 
help for kids who are having significant difficulties in 
their lives, recognizing who those kids are and then 
bringing help to them in an era of limited resources.

What are some of the challenges your school district faces?

The human resources department has put together 
a good plan. They’ve done a great job of recruiting 
this spring to fill those needed positions and put 
some things in place to make sure the quality stays 
where the people are used to it being. 

[With] the financial challenges, we work with our 
legislators a lot. We’re fortunate that we have a state 
senator, state representative and a U.S. congress-
man [who] live here. You try to work with them to 
help them understand the implications of legisla-
tion that’s passed and how the money is spent. We 
are doing a lot of cyber safety. We have presenta-
tions for parents, and we have curriculum that we 
teach during the year for the kids. 

I’m going to be talking to all the principals and 
directors about greatly expanding mentoring  
programs in the district [so] we’re much more invit-
ing to people coming from the community to men-
tor our kids. I’ve been working on that for a while. 
It’s [about] trying to get the whole community to 
help the ones among us [who] need it the most.

How do you plan to address those challenges?

The kids are my [priority] in everything that we do. I 
tell people that you can always tell people’s priorities 
[by] their checkbook. We’re going to make sure our 
checkbook is focused on what the kids need in the 
classroom and what the teachers need in the class-
room. We’re going to work next year to make sure 
we put those beliefs into action and really let it reflect 
that the students are No. 1.

My top priority next year is to make sure that our 
teachers are paid competitively [compared] with 
surrounding districts. That is the biggest priority, 
and once we figure it out, next year the challenge 
will be to make sure it [maintains]. If you cut 
[spending] some place, then you have to be really 
diligent with it and not spend that money. That’s 
one of the biggest challenges.

[As] always, my top priority is student achievement. I 
want us to continue to really elevate student achieve-
ment in a meaningful way—all the ways we can show 
that we’re providing a superior product. My second 
priority for the coming year is helping needy kids. 
We’ve had three suicides [in my tenure], and in each 
of those cases you wonder if we could’ve known ear-
lier that these kids were going through a lot of stuff.

What are your priorities for next year?

I guess it’s also my saddest moment, but if I had to 
pick just one, [it would be after] the [fatal car acci-
dent] earlier in the spring at Manvel High School. 
My proudest moment was the way the district came 
together and helped work through that for our kids, 
those families, the schools involved and the district 
as a whole. It made me proud to see that there was a 
sense of family and community there. 

There have been so many highlights, but I think 
one of the things I am most proud of is that even 
though we were scoring high on state tests, we 
didn’t stop there. We’ve said it’s really not enough 
that we’re exemplary. Our district has [competed] 
at a state level. That culture of continuous improve-
ment—I think I’m the most proud about that.

It was probably the establishment of Turner College 
& Career High School. That has been my dream since 
I got here. [It is] finishing its second year. We have a 
tremendous principal there. Approximately 30 kids 
will graduate with both a high school [diploma] and 
an associate degree from junior college. Another 20 
will have 30 or more hours of college [credit]. That’s a 
huge step up that that school has accomplished.

What has been your proudest moment as superintendent?

Interviews by Stephen Garcia 
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H ope Village does not look 
like the typical assisted care 
facility. Instead of multistory, 

apartment-style residences, the village 
houses the intellectually disabled in 
homes that look and feel like a family 
home. The organization has housed 
those in need for more than 45 years.

Established in 1967 by Bill and 
Lucille Williams, who saw a need 
for better care for the disabled, Hope 
Village sits on about 18 acres and has 
about 60 residents who call the village 
home. An additional 40 villagers par-
ticipate in daily programs, Executive 
Director Sharon Proulx said. 

“Many of our residents come to our 
program in their 20s or teens because 
their family realizes, ‘OK my child 
needs more than being at home,’” she 
said. ‘“They can be with me, but I can’t 
provide companionship, peer mento-
ring and the special things they can 
get outside in a community of people 
[who] are like-minded.’”

Permanent residents live in groups 
of 10-14 along with staff members who 
are called house mothers, Proulx said. 
Staff provides alert care 24 hours a day 
and performs nightly checks every 30 
minutes on residents who are at risk 
for seizures or have needs that require 
more attention.

Day-use villagers live full time 
with their families but come to Hope 
Village to work or participate in social 
programs and activities. Some hold 
jobs where they are paid directly into 
a Hope Village account, said Rebecca 
Hillenburg, chairwoman of the Hope 
Village board of directors.

“[Villagers] could be helping in the 
resale [store] or in the cafe,” Hillen-
burg said. “We [also] have contracts 
with businesses and organizations 
where we can put stamps on envelopes 
for them or seal envelopes. So [our 
villagers] receive pay based on the 
number of hours they work.”

The idea is to create an environment 

Hope Village
Organization serves intellectually disabled

NONPROFIT

Hope Village

Blackhawk Blvd.
Hope Village Rd.

2351

15403 Hope Village Road 
Friendswood
281-482-7926
www.hope-village.com
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By Carrie Taylor

New education and community center
Hope Village has started construction on a new education and activity center 
for day-use and community programs. Donations totaling more than $3.5 million 
helped Hope Village purchase buses as well as construct the new building. The 
new center will feature space for eight classrooms, computer and sensory labs,  
a chapel, offices for staff and a community center that can hold up to 350 people. 
Hope Village is accepting donations to help outfit the new building.

that feels less like a controlled living 
center, Hillenburg said. The center 
also offers scholarships for residents 
if and when their resources run out. 
For example if a resident’s remaining 
family dies, scholarships allow them to 
continue living at the facility.

 “I think Hope Village amplifies 
what they do for the people they work 
with in just one word—villagers,” 
Hillenburg said. “They aren’t called 
residents, they aren’t called students—
they are villagers of their family and 
of their community, and everything 
centers around that.”

BEAZER HAS NEW QUICK MOVE-INS AVAILABLE!

We’re so confident in our Energy Efficient 
features, we put a chocolate bunny in our 
attic to prove it won’t melt. Find out why 
this is important -- and how it will save 
you money by visiting any Beazer model 
home today!

New homes from the upper  
$100s to $500s

MOVE NOW TO
AVOID HIGH SUMMER 
ELECTRIC BILLS

*Based on NAHB Research Center, Beazer Homes eSMART Energy Analysis (October 2009), using building assumptions established through the DOE Building America program. Performance comparison and energy cost savings based on 
whole house use estimates generated by proprietary computer software modeling, underlying building assumptions, and 2007 average energy prices and reflect estimated savings in heating and cooling energy, lighting and dishwasher. Actual 
savings may vary and may depend in part on occupant behavior, timing and/or fluctuating costs of energy usage, and actual climate zone conditions. Additional information available at beazer.com. See New Home Counselor for complete 
details. © 2015 Beazer Homes. 4/15  124442

beazer.com  • 281-214-0450  
#showmethebunny



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com18

COMING 
IN JUNE

Where local lives.

ALL-NEW & COMPLETELY REDESIGNED
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A fter the city of Pearland was 
founded in September 1894 
by Polish Count Witold von 

Zychlinski, the establishment of the 
railroad and the Santa Fe Railroad 
Depot sparked growth and develop-
ment in the new city.

According to the Pearland Historic 
Society, Pearland was a water station 
for the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe 
Railway steam engines traveling from 
Alvin to Houston in the late 1890s. 
Once the Santa Fe Railroad Depot was 
constructed in 1900, the city experi-
enced a tremendous amount of growth 
as people flocked from the Midwest to 
Pearland by train. 

“At that time growth followed the 
railroad,” said John Mark, president of 
the Pearland Historical Society. “They 
advertised in the newspapers in that 
part of the country to make [Pearland] 
seem like a tropical paradise.” 

Mark said the depot’s original 
location was situated east of FM 518 
on Broadway Street. The depot quickly 
became the social meeting place in 
Pearland as residents received the most 
up-to-date news and would wait for 
family and friends to come through 
town on the passenger trains.

“We remember [the railroad depot] 
as the center of activity for Pearland,” 
he said. “Even after we got telephones, 
you would get a phone call from the 
station agent telling you to come pick 
[up] a relative from the station.” 

As the city of Pearland continued to 
grow through the 20th century, and 

Santa Fe Depot
Railroad helped to fuel growth in Pearland

HISTORY

The Santa Fe Depot was relocated in 1980 next to City Hall at 3501 Liberty Drive, Pearland.

Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway  
constructed the depot in 1900. 
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By Connor Hyde 

the popularity of motorized vehicles 
increased, the use of Gulf, Colorado 
and Santa Fe railroads slowly dwindled 
as a means of passenger transportation. 
By 1972 passenger trains were no lon-
ger stopping at the Santa Fe Depot, and 
it was strictly used as a freight depot. 

In 1972 the Santa Fe Railroad 
Company sold the depot to the city 
of Pearland and the Pearland Garden 
Club used it until 1974, according to 
the historical society. The depot even-
tually was relocated in 1980 from its 
original location to 3501 Liberty Drive, 
Pearland, next to City Hall.  

Although the depot is no longer in 
use, Mark said credit for Pearland’s 
growth is squarely rooted in the estab-
lishment of a railroad system.

“Were it not for the railroad, 
Pearland would have remained cattle 
country,” Mark said.  

Credit approval required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. Additional loan options available for primary 
residences, second homes, investment properties and refinances. We require the Truth in Lending, Good Faith 
Estimate and HUD-1 closing statement from the competitor for comparison purposes in order to receive the 
$250 if we can’t meet or beat your qualified rate. Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete requirements. 
Offer cannot be combined with any other TDECU Mortgage offer. 6004.8-CIPEAR-MAY   7957.04

TDECU.org/mortgage
800.839.1154 x4614

Our home loans can make it happen.
BE 103% HAPPIER.
At TDECU Mortgage, our priority is helping 
our members find the best options to make home 
ownership a reality. Offering you up to 103% financing 
is our way of helping you make it happen.

We’ll even take it a step further and give you $250 if 
we can’t meet or beat any local competitor’s rate on the 
purchase or refinance of your home after closing.

Give us a call or come visit us at your local 
member center:

Pearland Member Center 
9915 Broadway Street 
Pearland, TX 77584

Don’t wait! Apply and get pre-approved today! 

Be YOU and Belong.

7957.04 2015 Q2 Morgage Ad Pearland Ad May v05.indd   1 4/29/15   2:14 PM
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Wood & Fiberglass  
Door Refinishing

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available 

We also refinish:
• Garage Doors
• Window Frames
• Shutters

713.861.2081   www.restoreyourdoor.com

 $50 Off!  
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expiration 6/25/15

In the Arbor Industry
Exceeding Expectations

Specializing In
Stump Grinding  | Tree Health Care 

Tree Planting | Tree Pruning | Tree Removal

3415 Couch St.
 Houston, TX  77018

www.treestexas.com
 281-846-3779

Free 
Consultation

by Certifi ed Arborist 
Off er expires 6/3/15

10% off  
All tree trimming services

Excludes stump grinding. 
Off er expires 6/3/15

 
 

JOB

FAIR
June 11, 2015

Enjoy increased access to exceptional care.

Memorial Hermann is proud to offer even more of the latest 
advancements along with the industry’s top doctors. Now known 
as Memorial Hermann Orthopedic & Spine Hospital, this facility 
brings with it an impressive range of orthopedic specialties. It will 
also house one of our seven renowned Joint Centers – replacing the 
location at Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center. It’s just 
another way we’re advancing health.

For more information, call 713.314.4444  
or visit MHOrthoSpine.org.

MEMORIAL HERMANN.
HOUSTON ORTHOPEDIC & SPINE HOSPITAL IS NOW

PART OF MEMORIAL HERMANN –TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER



Pearland | Friendswood Edition • May 2015 21

Friendswood’s West Ranch subdivision 
in 2006—accounts for mobility when 
selecting sites and welcomes comple-
tion of the two projects.

“[The projects] show money is being 
invested in that area so that’s promising 
to new homebuyers,” FDC senior acqui-
sitions manager Michael Johnson said.

While the construction may be a 
temporary headache for drivers, offi-
cials agree it is a necessary component 
for economic growth.

“If you don’t have infrastructure and 
mobility, you have no economic devel-
opment,” Bay Area Economic Partner-
ship President Bob Mitchell said. “It’s 
just unfortunate [that] when you’re 
trying to build freeways you seem to 
always be behind in doing that, but 

you have to have access to and from 
homes and businesses. Infrastructure 
drives the economy.”

Officials said they see the I-45 
expansion as a positive sign for the 
local economy.

“It’s helping increase business in the 
area,” Mitchell said. “I know the traf-
fic is difficult and congested, but when 
you see them widening the freeway 
like they are, they’re doing it because 
of people and opportunities. Anytime 
[there is road expansion] it’s always a 
good sign [for the economy].”

The Texas Transportation  
Commission awarded Proposition 12 
funding for Project 1, which runs 
from Beltway 8 to FM 2351. The 
Texas Department of Transportation 
funded Project 2.

I-45
Continued from | 1

could until we had to stop to wait on 
right of way to acquire the rest of the 
parcels needed to finish the project so 
that set us back about a year.”

Economic effects
Friendswood and other southeast 

Houston residents using I-45 for work 
commutes have dealt with the lion’s 
share of the congestion, officials said. 

“There’s a lot of folks [who] still com-
mute in, even all the way from [Gal-
veston],” said David Wurdlow, Hous-
ton-Galveston Area Council program 
manager. “Given that downtown [Hous-
ton] and a lot of the major [job centers] 
remain in that central part of Harris 
County, having good access and capac-
ity on these corridors is important.” 

In addition to managing increasing 
traffic counts, officials prioritized the 
expansion of the I-45 south to help 
continue economic development in the 
growing southeast Houston area.

“Another goal [of H-GAC’s 2040 
Regional Transportation Plan] is 
strengthening economic competitive-
ness in our region—making sure that 
investments we make are furthering 
state and local goals for continued eco-
nomic prosperity,” Wurdlow said.

Friendswood Development Com-
pany—which began developing 

FUNDING FROM 
PROPOSITION 12

$5 BILLION STATEWIDE 
IN GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS

$2 BILLION 
APPROPRIATED FOR ROAD PROJECTS
THAT DO NOT INCLUDE TOLL ROADS

PASSED 
IN NOVEMBER 2007

850 PROJECTS 
SUBMITTED FOR PROP. 12 FUNDING

INCLUDING I-45 SOUTH 
FROM BELTWAY 8 TO FM 2351

WHAT ARE 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS?

TRAFFIC COUNTS 
FROM BELTWAY 8 TO BAY AREA BLVD.

INTERSTATE 45 
EXPANSION PROJECT

General obligation bonds are supported by 
general revenue as opposed to fuel tax revenue.

“[THE PROJECT] HAD ALREADY BEEN 
IN THE BOOKS FOR YEARS. WHEN 
PROP. 12 CAME ALONG, IT WAS THE 
PERFECT TIME TO SAY THAT WE 
HAD THE AMOUNT [OF THE PLAN-
NING PROCESS] COMPLETED THAT 
IT QUALIFIED AS A SHOVEL-READY 
PROJECT TO GET THE MONEY TO 
START THE CONSTRUCTION.”

—DEIDREA GEORGE 
TXDOT SPOKESPERSON

INTERSTATE

45

2015 
PROJECTED

2035 
PROJECTED

254,000

185,000

IMPROVING 
INTERSTATE MOBILITY

INTERSTATE

45

EXPAND TO 5 MAIN LANES
GOING NORTH AND SOUTH, RESPECTIVELY

REMOVE OVERPASSES
AND EXISTING BELL CURVES AT INTERSECTIONS

KEY OBJECTIVES

How often will you use I-45 south upon completion?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/plf-poll

~20,710 vehicles

REDUCING 
THE GRIDLOCK ON I-45

Design by Shawn Epps
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facilities in fast-growth districts.” 
During the era of state budget cuts, 

addressing the district’s needs were dif-
ficult because of the decreased level 
of funding, Gilcrease said. Since 2011 
when $5.4 billion was cut from public 
education in Texas, AISD has slowly 
directed additional funding to expand-
ing instructional programs, career and 
technical education, fine arts and other 
student-centered programs. 

Friendswood ISD did not join the law-
suit either, but the district faces several 
financial challenges as well, Chief Finan-
cial Officer Connie Morgenroth said. 

“Like most other districts, our gen-
eral operating fund does not generate 
enough [revenue] to fund our capital 
outlay or large capital improvement 

projects,” she said. “We must typically 
pass a bond to fund the purchase of 
buses, major capital improvements, such 
as roof replacements or other significant 
renovation projects.” 

Current legislation 
After legislators in the House of 

Representatives and Senate proposed 
additional public education funding 
for the next two years, members from 
both chambers spent weeks coming to 
a consensus regarding precisely how 
that money should be spent in the next 
biennium.

“Once a decision has been agreed 
upon, the budget will return to the 
House and Senate for approval by both 
chambers before heading to [Gov. Greg 

Abbott] for approval,” said Tedrah Rob-
ertson, director of public affairs for the 
Texas Equity Center, a school finance 
research and advocacy group.

State Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock, 
R-Killeen, attempted to address irregu-
larities in the school finance system by 
filing House Bill 1759 as this session’s 
school finance bill. 

“Much of our school funding is based 
on local tax property,” Aycock said. 
“With that changing dynamic has come 
a series of lawsuits, and with each of 
those has come increased levels of com-
plexity in the school finance system.” 

The legislation aimed to answer the 
question of how to distribute money 
in the school finance system and deal 
with the model of distribution. However 

School funding
Continued from | 1

Judge John Dietz twice ruled the state’s 
school finance system unconstitutional 
in 2013 and 2014, but the decision was 
appealed to the Texas Supreme Court, 
which will hear the case later this year. 

“State funding of public schools 
is inequitable, and Pearland ISD is a 
prime example,” PISD Superintendent 
John Kelly said. “We have received less 
than average state funding on a per 
child basis for many years. Because of 
state funding formulas, our district 
received from $500 to $1,000 less per 
child than the state average in revenue 
over the most recent years.” 

Local challenges 
Although Alvin ISD is not a plaintiff 

in the lawsuit, the fast-growth school 
district needs to add services and expand 
instructional opportunities to meet the 
needs of its growing student population, 
Superintendent Buck Gilcrease said. 

“Over the past five years, AISD has 
experienced a growth rate of 18.5 per-
cent and continues to add more than 
1,000 new students each year,” he said. 
“To accommodate the rapid student 
growth, we encourage legislators to pro-
vide adequate funding for instructional 

The House and Senate budget 
conferees announced May 20 they 
adopted the funding level for the 
Foundation School Program for 
the 2016-17 biennium at $1.2 billion 
over current law, which is in line 
with the Senate’s budget proposal. 
The Foundation School Program is 
the funding mechanism for public 
school districts in Texas.

$42.4 billion
for public education 

$1.2 billion 
additionally for the 

Foundation School Program

$41 billion 
for public education 

$2.21 billion 
additionally for the  

Foundation School Program 

SENATE

A TALE OF TWO BUDGETS
HOUSE

Source: Texas Equity Center/Legislative Budget Board/Community Impact Newspaper

Fresh StartMake a

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only 
and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2015 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA66185)

The difference between a house and a home is in the details. Enjoy all the benefits of 
owning a new David Weekley home, designed for you, including:

Custom ChoicesTM

Don’t settle for someone else’s tastes. Choose from thousands of Custom ChoicesTM 
in our Design Center to make your home truly your own.

Energy Efficient
Our homes exceed industry standards for energy efficiency and are verified by a 
third-party company, meaning they’re friendlier to the environment and your 
pocketbook.

Personal Service
As one of the nation’s most award-winning home builders, personal service is integral 
in everything we do. You’ll enjoy your own Personal BuilderSM and personal Design 
Consultant, who will be with you throughout the building process and beyond.

for you.Designed by you,

Create your new beginning with your very own
beautiful David Weekley home.

Grand Cay Harbour • From the $290s
281-249-7732

Sterling Creek • From the $500s
281-935-0143

West Ranch • From the $420s
281-249-7714

Pomona • Coming Soon!
800-758-3238
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Aycock pulled HB 1759 on May 14 after 
it was heard on the House floor, meaning 
any school finance changes that happen 
during the remainder of the session must 
come through HB 1, the House of Rep-
resentative’s general appropriations bill. 

Although the legislation did not prog-
ress, Gilcrease said AISD officials appre-
ciate Aycock for starting the conversa-
tion before the Supreme Court ruling is 
handed down. 

“His leadership shows that he truly 
has the best interest of the children of 
Texas at heart,” Gilcrease said.

A broken system
Issues with the state’s school finance 

history date back several decades—
there have been multiple school finance 

lawsuits since the 1980s in Texas. 
“The system has been filled with all 

kinds of piled-on amendments over the 
past few decades, which has left it an 
ideological mess,” Kelly said. “It is our 
hope the Texas Supreme Court will act 
before the end of 2015 and require the 
Legislature to design a better system that 
is both adequate and equitable.” 

Texas lawmakers, including Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick, made property tax relief a 
major priority at the start of the legisla-
tive session in January in response to ris-
ing home values in Texas. Abbott, Pat-
rick and Speaker Joe Straus announced 
May 21 a new deal for property tax 
relief. If approved by both chambers, 
the legislation would increase the 
state-mandated homestead exemption 

for school district taxes from $15,000 
to $25,000 if voters approve a constitu-
tional amendment in November.  

A similar plan was put into effect in 
2006 after the Legislature mandated a 
statewide reduction in property taxes 
by one-third—several years before dis-
tricts received massive cuts to state aid 
in 2011, Kelly said. 

“The current system has morphed into 
one where increases in local appraisals 
benefit the state and not the local dis-
trict,” he said. “The formulas decrease 
state aid when local property appraisals 
increase, so we don’t see much of a ben-
efit as we would otherwise receive from 
new or growing businesses in Pearland.” 

In isolation, an increase to the stan-
dard homestead exemption would 

decrease revenue generated to fund 
schools and classrooms. The legislation 
under consideration does provide addi-
tional state funds to offset the reduction 
in funding. Local superintendents said 
they worry it might not be a permanent 
funding source. 

“As we saw following the 2011 session, 
state funds are not always consistent and 
can be cut,” Gilcrease said. “Should an 
increase to the homestead exemption 
be explored, it is critical that legislators 
ensure additional funding mechanisms 
are in place to offset any negative impact 
to the children of Texas.”

Find related stories at communityimpact.com. 
Keyword Search

School finance lawsuit

HOW DID WE GET HERE?

1987

1984

2001

1990

2006

2004

2012

2011 2014

Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund sues the state on behalf of 
a group of low-wealth school districts alleging 
the school finance system discriminates 
against students in low-wealth districts.

The state’s school 
finance system is ruled 
unconstitutional and must 
be changed by 1989.

The finance system 
is again ruled 
unconstitutional, 
requiring lawmakers to 
overhaul the system.

Four property-wealthy districts sue 
the state claiming they no longer have 
discretion to set their maintenance 
and operations tax rates. 

More than 300 districts sue the state 
over issues of equity and adequacy 
of the school finance system and the 
issue of property tax.

Law that reduces 
statewide property 
taxes by one-third 
passes.

State Legislature 
reduces public 
education funding 
by $5.4 billion.

Two-thirds of the state’s school 
districts sue the state, claiming the 
school finance system is inequitable 
and inadequate.

The school finance system is 
deemed unconstitutional, and 
the decision is appealed to  
the state Supreme Court.  

Does Your Student Struggle With Math or Desire to Get Ahead? 
Summer 2O15 Math Enrichment
Preparing Students for School Year 2O15 - 2O16

Science, Math and Technology Center of Excellence

Business: 281-529-6241 
Cell: 678-773-3220

www.smatcoe.com

 Summer 2O15 Math Camp: Catch Up, Keep Up, Get Ahead
 Classes Offered for 1st Grade Through College Students

                                Elementary School Math Fundamentals
                              Middle School Essentials
                              High School Foundations, including

• Algebra
• Geometry
• Trigonometry
• Calculus

Summer Sessions
• Term 1 (June 8, 2015 – July 16, 2015)
• Term 2 (June 20, 2015 – August 20, 2015)
• Regular: 2 sessions per week for 5 weeks ($350/student)
• Gold: 4 sessions per week for 5 weeks ($500/student)

Emphasis on study skills, math fundamentals, and problem solving • Comprehensive assessment to determine student 
strengths/weaknesses • Online math reinforcement exercises to build up skills • See www.smatcoe.com for details.

Call and enroll today!

281-529-6241
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Neighborhood data provided by 
Grant King

Keller Williams Pearland
713-829-6337

grantking@kw.com
www.grantkingrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

Hunters Creek Estates—located east 
of West Parkwood Avenue off South 
Friendswood Drive—is a gated community 
featuring large lots and custom homes.

The subdivision has convenient access 
to a nearby H-E-B grocery store 
and restaurants, including Mexican, 
Italian, Asian and fast-food options. 
Hunters Creek Estates is zoned to Cline 
Elementary, Windsong Intermediate, 
Friendswood Junior High and Friendswood 
High schools in Friendswood ISD.

Hunters Creek Estates

213 Hunters Lane   $569,900

4 Bedroom / 3 Full, 2 Half Bath 3,711 sq. ft.
Agent: Jaden Nguyen  
Coldwell Banker, United Realtors 713-304-7749

217 Hunters Lane  $669,000

4/5 Bedroom / 3 Full, 3 Half Bath 5,011 sq. ft.
Agent: Janis Lowe 
JLowe Realtors  281-380-1122

309 Hunters Lane  $649,900

5 Bedroom / 4 Full, 1 Half Bath 4,057 sq. ft. 
Agent: Brad Dill 
BD Realty Advisors  281-635-5884

417 Hunters Lane  $645,000

4 Bedroom / 3 Full, 1 Half Bath 3,693 sq. ft. 
Agent: Jack Kirkpatrick 
UTR Texas Realtors  281-814-9517

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 5/19/15

Build-out year: 2012

Square footage: 3,000-5,500

Home values: $500,000-900,000

HOA dues (estimated): $486 annually 

Amenities: gated community, large lots, 
green spaces

Schools: Cline Elementary School, Windsong 
Intermediate School, Friendswood Junior High 
School, Friendswood High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Galveston County  0.57884 
City of Friendswood  0.59140 
Friendswood ISD  1.36700 
County Road/Flood  0.00596 
Galveston County Cons. Drainage  0.13500

Total (per $100 value) 2.6782

6

Homes on 
the market*

$15,637

Median annual 
property taxes

$649,900

Median 
home value

64

Average days on 
the market*

0

Homes under 
contract*

$155

Median price 
per square foot

77581

518

288

521

77089

77584

77578

77546

45

35

PEARLAND

FRIENDSWOOD

MANVEL

6

281.489.8614281.489.8614
www.aacleaningservices.comwww.aacleaningservices.com

$20 OFF FIRST CLEANING
$10 off 2nd Cleaning • $10 off 3rd Cleaning 

with Coupon Only. Expires 6/24/15.

Business of the Year
by the Pearland Chamber of Commerce

Member of
Pearland & Alvin Manvel
Chamber of Commerce

Recipient of
Blue Ribbon Award

by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Residential/Commercial • Offi ces • Commercial Lawn Service 
Complete Floor Care • Commercial Windows 

 Extensive Training and Quality Control • Insured and Bonded

                                         Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 77581 77584 77578 77546

$149,999 or less 4/35 5/29 2/123 9/40

$150,000–$199,999 12/75 21/27 4/43 5/31

$200,000–$299,999 28/35 81/28 14/64 9/54

$300,000–$399,999 15/33 65/60 12/54 20/3

$400,000–$499,999 3/28 35/73 19/128 16/45

$500,000–$599,999 1/32 13/124 16/89 11/66

$600,000–$799,999 2/1529 1/185 7/80 22/83

$800,000–$999,999 — — — 8/86

$1 million + — 1/127 1/20 5/202

Market Data On the market  (April 2015)
Price 77581 77584 77578 77546

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

$150,000

$125,000

$100,000

$75,000

Median price of homes sold  April 2014 vs.  April 2015

+12%

+15%

+82%
+10%

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.


