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High demand for nurses 
prompting need for more 
space, degree offerings

Legislators examine expansion 
of RN program at UHCL-Pearland

By Stephen Garcia
A $300 million master-

planned and multiuse center 
known as the Ivy District is 
slated for construction in Pear-
land and is expected to further 
the development of the growing 
Lower Kirby Urban Center. 

Lower Kirby—an area of Pearl-
and near the intersection of Belt-
way 8 and Hwy. 288—was desig-
nated by the city as a priority for 
development in its 2013 compre-
hensive plan. As a result the area 
attracted new businesses, includ-
ing Dover Energy and Merit 
Medical, which opened in 2014. 
China-based company Modern 
Green Development—which is 
developing the Ivy District—said 
Pearland and the Lower Kirby 
Urban Center was an attractive 
location to construct its first 
project in the United States. 

“The Pearland site was chosen 
for a variety of reasons, including 
the robust Houston and Texas 
economies, Pearland’s growth 
over the last decade and proxim-
ity to downtown, the Museum 
District, Texas Medical Center 

and Hobby Airport,” said Donald 
Hayes, marketing specialist for 
Modern Green Development.

The Ivy District—which is 
expected to be complete within 
six to 10 years—is designed to be 
a mixed-use, walkable 48.5-acre 

By Carrie Taylor
As the newly established nurs-

ing program at University of 
Houston-Clear Lake Pearland 
campus enters its second semes-
ter, local legislators are explor-
ing future expansions to meet 
the demand for nurses as well as 
offering a bachelor’s degree pro-
gram for local hospital workers.

State Rep. Ed Thompson, 
R-Pearland, filed a bill in March 
requesting about $34 million 
to construct a health sciences 
building at the Pearland campus 
on land that would be donated 
by the city of Pearland. The new 
health sciences building would 
house a variety of programs for 
medical professionals, including 
a four-year program for nursing 
and potentially master’s and doc-
torate programs.

“Hospitals want to have nurses 

center that features high-end 
retail and restaurants, offices, a 
conference center, modern hotel, 
upscale residential and 18 acres 
of dedicated green space.

The vision for the Ivy District 
also aligns with the city’s desire 

to have an area that is attractive 
for young professionals and tech-
nology workers to live and work.

“[Lower Kirby] is an ideal loca-
tion for a high-visibility, walkable 
type of community where there 

See Ivy District | 21

See Nursing | 23

New master-planned development 
will bring additional residential, 
commercial options to city
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The Ivy District, located  south 
of Beltway 8 and west of Hwy. 
288 in Pearland, is designed 
to be separated into character 
zones and subdistricts based on 
land use established in the city’s 
Lower Kirby Urban Center plan.

THE IV
Y DISTRICT

Modern Green Development proposed that 
the building roofs within the development 

support its goals of sustainability. 
Solar panels and green space 

are built into the design of 
the roofs proposed 

to Pearland City 
Council.

Source: Modern Green Development

Multiuse district to further develop Lower Kirby

288
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Creating Houston’s Finest Communities

VisitWestRanch.com

New Homes from the $200s - $300s

Highly-Rated Alvin ISD Schools

SIX FURNISHED MODEL HOMES 
OPEN DAILY

Lakes of Savannah is located on Hwy. 6, 

2.3 miles west of Hwy. 288 and 4.5 miles 

east of the Ft. Bend Pkwy.           

Lakes of Savannah.com

FriendswoodDevelopment.com

Village Builders | David Weekley Homes | Partners in Building

Highland Homes | Lennar | Westin Homes | Anglia Homes

NEW PARTNERS IN BUILDING MODEL HOME NOW OPEN

NEW LENNAR MODEL HOME NOW OPEN 
NEW SECTIONS NOW OPEN
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Issues of Community 
Impact Newspaper that 
contain a guide to an 
upcoming election are 
consistently some of my 
favorite issues that we do 
every year. On Page 14 you 
will find the first Election 
Guide we have compiled for 
our Pearland/Friendswood 
edition. We have two pages 
dedicated to election cover-

age for races in the cities of Friendswood and Pearland 
and Pearland ISD. 

Election coverage is at the heart of what we do to fulfill 
our mission of informing citizens. I hope you will take 
time to read our guide to learn more about the candi-
dates who seek to represent you. Most importantly, make 
your voice heard by voting in the local election May 9. 

On Election Day we will be covering the local races, 
so be sure to keep an eye on our website and follow us 
on Facebook and Twitter for up-to-the-minute results. 

In our top cover story, we offer an in-depth look at the 
future of the Lower Kirby Urban Center and the addi-
tion of the Ivy District, a mixed-use development that 
is set to begin construction in the fourth quarter of this 
year. As businesses continue to discover Pearland, city 
officials see this development as an attraction for young 
professionals and families moving to the area. 

In our Impacts section on Page 4 you will see there 
are several businesses coming soon to the area, includ-
ing Sprouts and H&M. We will continue to provide 
information about new local businesses in every issue. 

Thank you to all those readers who have contacted me 
with feedback on our newspaper. I truly appreciate all of 
your kind words and welcome any comments, sugges-
tions, ideas or tips you might have.  

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.
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TAKE THE POLL

Which aspect of the multiuse Ivy 
District project are you most looking 
forward to seeing completed?

  Residential options

  High-end retail 

  Park/recreation amenities

  Retirement center 

  Community center

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/plf-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

Construction on the Ivy District, a master-planned devel-
opment, is expected to begin later this year in the Lower 
Kirby Urban Center. 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACKCONROE / MONTGOMERY  
EDITION
Community Impact Newspaper is proud to announce the 
launch of its 20th paper and eighth edition in the Greater 
Houston area. The first Conroe/Montgomery edition was 
delivered to 59,042 residents and businesses April 16. Our 
staff is looking forward to providing relevant, hyperlocal 
content to these 
residents and 
business owners. 
Community 
Impact Newspaper 
now reaches 
642,768 residents 
and businesses 
in 15 cities and 
communities 
in the Greater 
Houston area.183
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Your town
is my town. 1930 Country Place Parkway

Pearland
jharris2@allstate.com

Jackie Harris
281-454-7744

Now proudly serving Pearland. 

I live and work here just like you. So I’m 
right around the corner when you need 
me. I can help protect the things you 
own and the people you love. Call or 
stop by today for a free quote.

© 2014 Allstate Insurance Co.
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Pearland Parkway, it is the fourth 
Mattress Firm in Pearland. The store 
offers name-brand mattresses, furniture 
and bedroom accessories. Mattress 
Firm also offers its customers same-day 
delivery. 281-412-4143.  
www.mattressfirm.com

6  Sprint retailer Connectivity Source 
opened March 21 in Pearland. Located 
at 2680 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 120, 
the store offers cell phones, smart 
phones, tablets, Sprint service plans and 
warranties against damage, loss and theft. 
Connectivity Source also offers customer 
support and phone repair. 281-402-3161. 
www.connectivitysource.net

7  America’s Best Contacts & 
Eyeglasses opened Feb. 13 at  
2650 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 126, 
Pearland, in the Center at Pearland 
Parkway. The business offers in-store 
or online purchasing of name-brand 
contacts, designer eyewear and 
accessories, including eyeglasses, 
sunglasses and safety glasses. America’s 
Best also offers eye exams by professional 
optometrists. 713-575-6225.  
www.americasbest.com

8  Mattress One opened a pair of 
locations in Pearland this winter. The 
business offers name-brand mattresses, 
including innerspring, memory foam 
and gel memory foam options. Mattress 
One also offers bed accessories, such as 
pillows and bases. 
A  A location opened Jan. 19 in the 

Discovery Bay shopping center at  
15718 S. Hwy 288, Ste. 140, Pearland.  
832-834-6663. www.mattress1.com
B  A second location opened Feb. 16 in 
the Pearland Town Center at 11200 W. 
Broadway St., Ste. 630, Pearland.  
832-850-7103. www.mattress1.com

9  Discovery Nails & Spa opened in late 
March in the Discovery Bay shopping 
center. The salon, located at 15718 S. 
Hwy 288, Ste. 120, Pearland, offers 
manicures, pedicures, waxing and other 
spa procedures. 832-846-2800.

Now Open

1  Taqueria La Famosa opened its first 
location in Pearland and second overall 
March 17. The restaurant’s original 
location is in League City. Located 
at 2548 E. Broadway St., Taqueria La 
Famosa serves traditional Mexican food 
for breakfast and lunch, including tacos, 
burritos and 14 lunch combination plates.  
281-506-7457.

2  Owner Angelo Giokas reopened 
Resailing Resale in March at 3532 E. 
Broadway St., Pearland, after having been 
closed for a month to do some renovating 

and rebranding. The resale shop offers 
quality hand-picked clothing, jewelry, 
home decor, accessories and furniture. 
Giokas started the business two years 
ago after accumulating a variety of items 
from storage auctions. 832-330-1819. 
www.resailing.com

3  International workout studio 
Orangetheory Fitness opened April 
3 at 9517 W. Broadway St., Ste. 115, 
Pearland. With studios in more than 30 
states, Washington D.C. and Canada, 
Orangetheory utilizes hour long training 
sessions to get participants in the “orange 
zone” to create excess post exercise 

oxygen consumption, which increases 
metabolism and burns calories after the 
workout. 281-377-1723.  
www.orangetheoryfitness.com

4  Fanatics Barber Shop & Shave 
Parlor held its grand opening March 30 
at 2514 Westminister Road, Pearland. 
Owner Johnny Huynh said the men’s 
grooming service offers haircuts from 
tapered to bald fades and also offers  
facial shaves. 832-664-9690. 

5  Mattress Firm opened March 13 
at 2680 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 150, 
Pearland. Located in the Center at 

LASER SURGERY • HEEL SPUR SURGERY • HAMMERTOES • BUNIONS • FRACTURES 

INGROWN TOE NAILS  • SPORTS & ANKLE INJURIES • DIABETIC & NEUROTHERAPHY CAREINGROWN TOE NAILS  • SPORTS & ANKLE INJURIES • DIABETIC & NEUROTHERAPHY CARE

281-992-0006 281-741-3017WWW.DRSTRAN.COM

Dr. Donald Stran, D.P.M
Board Certifi ed*

Fellow of American Colleges of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

*Certifi ed By The American Board of Foot & Ankle Surgery

Dr. Brian Selbst, D.P.M
Board Eligible*

American Board of Foot & Ankle Surgery

Dr. Kelli Stevens
Board Eligible*

American Board of Podiatric Surgeons
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Coming Soon

10  H&M clothing store began 
construction on its first Pearland location 
in early April. The Swedish-based 
company offers clothes and accessories 
for men and women and also includes a 
children’s collection. The 20,000-square-
foot store will be in the Pearland Town 
Center at the intersection of Hwy. 288 and 
FM 518. Officials expect H&M to be open 
in the fall in time for the holiday shopping 
season. It will be the sixth location in 
the Greater Houston area. 855-466-7467. 
www.hm.com

11  Organic grocery store chain Sprouts 
Farmers Market will open in Pearland 
in summer or early fall. The store, 
located at 2718 Old Chocolate Bayou 
Road, will be the sixth Sprouts in the 
Greater Houston area. Sprouts offers 
fresh produce, bulk foods, vitamins, 
supplements, beer, wine and organic 
and gluten-free groceries. The store is 
expected to bring about 100 jobs to the 
city, officials said. www.sprouts.com

12  Owner Josiah Loeser will open The 
Modern Gent Barber Shop in May in 
Friendswood. The men’s barbershop, at 
1616 S. Friendswood Drive, will offer 
hair consultations, haircuts and facial 
shaves. The shop will also offer different 
packages that can include scalp, neck 
and shoulder massages. Complimentary 
drinks, including beer and soda, are 
provided for customers.  
www.themoderngentbarbershop.com

13  Tires by Design will open its third 
Greater Houston area location later this 
year on FM 528 in Friendswood across 
from Brookside Intermediate School. The 
store is expected to open in October. The 
business offers name-brand tires, custom 
wheels, windshield wipers and tire pressure 
monitoring systems. Tires by Design’s 
services also include tire rotation and wheel 
balancing. www.tiresbydesign.com

14  Diamond Girlz Spatique will have 
its grand opening and ribbon cutting 

April 25 at 9223 W. Broadway St., Ste. 135, 
Pearland. The spa is available for parties 
featuring manicures, pedicures, facials, 
age-appropriate makeup sessions, karaoke 
and dancing. The store’s spa services also 
are available by appointment or walk-in. 
281-741-3407. 
www.diamondgirlzspatique.com  

Anniversaries

15  Koza’s Inc. will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary May 5. Koza’s is a full-
service, advertising specialty company in 
Pearland at 2910 S. Main St. The business 
specializes in embroidery, screen printing, 
pad printing and laser engraving on 
apparel, headwear and awards. Koza’s will 
host an open house for customers May 15 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 281-485-1462.  
www.kozas.com

16  The Pearland Citizens Police 
Academy will celebrate its 20th 
anniversary with an alumni photo 
gathering April 23 at 6:45 p.m. at the 
Pearland Police Department, 2555 
Cullen Parkway. All former students and 
instructors are encouraged to attend. 
The academy is a free, 12-week program 
that teaches participants about law 
enforcement practices, allows residents to 
meet the police officers who serve them 
and enhances community relations. The 
program’s 40th class will graduate May 
7, and the next class will begin Aug. 6. 
Interested residents can sign up on the 
organization’s website. 281-997-4171. 
www.pcpaaa.com

17  Kids’ Backporch Productions is 
celebrating its 10th anniversary with a 
production of its 50th play, “Winnie the 
Pooh.” The commemorative performances 
are scheduled for May 8-10 at the 
Pearland Community Center, 3523 
Liberty Drive. Tickets can be purchased 
online or at the door. The nonprofit 
produces performances by youth actors 
in Alvin, Friendswood and Pearland 
based on classic children’s literature and 
historical events. 281-412-5350.  
www.kidsbackporchproductions.org

In the News

Andrew J. Miller is the new executive 
director for Keep Pearland Beautiful. 
The KPB board of directors unanimously 
selected Miller at its March 17 meeting. 

A longtime Pearland resident, Miller, 
his wife and three kids have been 
involved with KPB for many years. A 
business administration graduate of 
Texas State University, Miller is the chief 
financial officer for the Adult Reading 
Center in Pearland. 

He has been a member of KPB since 
2009 and received the Weldon Flanakin 
Recycler of the Year award in 2011. 
Miller is a former board of directors 
treasurer and also has served on the 
recycling committee and advisory board.

Kyle Price became the new Chief 
Executive Officer of Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital on April 5. 

“Kyle is a strategic thinker and a 
highly successful healthcare leader 
with a passion for helping others,” said 
Erin Asprec, former CEO. “He has an 
established operational expertise within 
our organization, which will serve him 
well as we continue to grow and provide 
safe, high quality care to the residents of 
our Southeast community.”

Price served as chief operating officer 
of Memorial Hermann Southeast for 
seven years and is a key member of the 
administrative and leadership team 
responsible for the development of 
Memorial Hermann Pearland Hospital 
and the Memorial Hermann Pearland 
Convenient Care Center.

The Pearland ISD Education 
Foundation raised more than $200,000 
during its Founders’ Campaign—which 
ran for a year after the organization’s 
inception in February 2014—surpassing 
its goal of $150,000. The foundation 
provides funds for educational 
programs and activities not funded or 
underfunded by the district’s budget. 
The organization will announce grant 
recipients the week of May 26. A total of 
69 district employees applied for grants. News or questions about Pearland/Friendswood? 

E-mail plfnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Stephen Garcia

David L. Smith Realty 

TheLegacy Group

4418 BROADWAY (FM 518), PEARLAND  •  281-485-0244  •  WWW.DSMITHREALTY.COM
SUSAN S. LENAMON – BROKER/OWNER

SERVING THE 

AREA SINCE
Pearland 

1960
COMING SOON!

Kids’ Backporch Productions will perform “Winnie 
the Pooh” to celebrate its 10th anniversary in May.
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Resailing Resale reopened in March and offers 
clothing, jewelry, home decor and accessories.
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Traditional Mexican restaurant Taqueria La  
Famosa opened its first Pearland location March 17.
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Organic grocery store Sprouts Farmers Market is 
expected to open in summer or early fall in Pearland.
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From cars to trucks and motorcycles to RVs, let State Farm Bank® finance or refinance all your vehicles. 
Bank with a good neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR COMPETITIVE RATES.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B.,  Bloomington, IL

Financing for whatever moves you.

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) as of 1/1/15. Subject to credit approval and other requirements. The rate you receive may be higher. Advertised rates are subject to change at the Bank’s discretion. 
Some products and services may not be available in all service areas.

Kyle Angelle, Agent
State Farm Agent
1990 Country Place Parkway
www.kyleangelle.com                                                             
Toll Free: 855-416-6678
www.GotKyle.com

AS LOW AS

APR*

2.34%

Friends Uncorked

Edgewood Dr.

518

Donna Koeppen (left) and Janel Yarberry opened Friends Uncorked as a haven for wine enthusiasts. 
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Friends Uncorked
Wine bar has selections from around the globe

D onna Koeppen and Janel Yar-
berry opened Friends Uncorked 
wine bar in Friendswood after 

realizing their passion for wine had 
become more than just a hobby.  

After attending regional wine tastings 
and participating in wine pairing and 
tasting classes, Koeppen and Yarberry 
opened Friends Uncorked in July 2013 to 
provide a quiet environment for fellow 
connoisseurs to enjoy a glass of wine. 

“We wanted to offer a place where 
women and men could come and enjoy a 
nice glass of wine and not have smoke or 
be in a loud place, but a nice, calm place 
where they could enjoy their evening,” 
Koeppen said. “We don’t want it to be too 
loud. We want it homey and for people to 
feel comfortable when they come in.” 

Friends Uncorked has a sizable inter-
national wine collection. The wine bar 
features more than 60 brands that origi-
nate from various countries, including 
Australia, Italy, New Zealand, Argentina 
and France as well as domestic brands.

To sustain a revolving wine selection, 
Koeppen said she and Yarberry rotate 
the wine menu every three months and 
attend various wine tastings to build 
their collection.  

However, most of the wine recommen-
dations come from customer input and 
requests, Koeppen said. 

“If our customers are saying they like 
a specific wine, we will go ahead and try 
it, and if we like it, we will add it to the 
menu,” she said.  

To ensure a complete wine experience, 
Friends Uncorked also features a pairing 
and appetizer menu containing differ-
ent platters, including a meat and cheese 
option. Koeppen said each dish is crafted 
to enhance the taste of different wines. 

“You want [the wine] to complement the 
food,” she said. “You do not want it to over-
power the food. Sometimes when you are 
drinking certain styles, the wine may seem 
very strong, but when you pair the right 
food with it, it makes the wine taste great.”

Growth and popularity have inspired 
Koeppen and Yarberry to provide a more 
expansive food menu that goes beyond 
platters and appetizers. On April 1 the 
wine bar debuted a revamped lunch menu. 

Koeppen and Yarberry said they are 
looking to expand the bar’s patio area 
to include a canopy to accommodate 
live music and different events. Friends 
Uncorked hosts various weekly events, 
including wine tastings, painting classes, 
game nights and annual holiday events. 

“A lot of the artists really like our 
atmosphere, and they want to play 
[music] every month,” Yarberry said. 
“We want to keep growing and offer 
more events.”

BUSINESS

111 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood
281-648-1707 
www.friends-uncorked.com
Hours: Tue.-Thu. 4-10 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 4 p.m.-midnight

Recommended offerings
Maroon Napa Valley 
2011 Reserve Pinot Noir Single Vineyard: 
bottle ($90) 

Los Olas 
2012 California Cabernet Sauvignon: 
glass ($10), bottle ($35)

Imperio Collection 
Italy Sangiovese: glass ($10), bottle ($35) 

La’ Montebello 
Italy Pinot Nero: glass ($13), bottle ($45)The wine bar helps customers pair wines with 

different foods and platters.

Friends Uncorked opened in July 2013. The bar showcases more than 60 brands of wine.

By Connor Hyde

PAIRING WINE & FOOD

DRY WHITE

SOFT CHEESE HARD CHEESE FISH WHITE MEAT RED MEAT

LIGHT REDSWEET WHITE MEDIUM REDRICH WHITE BOLD RED

PAIRING WINE & FOOD

S. Friendswood Dr.
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Mex Sea Co.

Ram Aguilera, owner of Mex Sea Co., has been in the food service industry for more than 20 years.

The ancho spice pork chops are served on yucca 
mash and topped with tomatillo sauce. ($15)

Mex Sea Co. opened in August 2013 and offers 
both Tex-Mex food and seafood selections.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

S
te

p
he

n 
G

ar
ci

a

Mex Sea Co.
Corpus Christi native offers up a taste of home 

A native of the South Texas coast, 
Ram Aguilera knows a thing or 
two about both Tex-Mex and 

seafood cuisines. 
Aguilera was raised in Corpus Christi 

and has been in the food service indus-
try for more than 20 years. Aguilera 
said his experiences from childhood and 
working in the industry, paired with his 
knowledge of both Tex-Mex food and 
seafood, gave him the skill set necessary 
to open his own restaurant—Mex Sea 
Co.—in Pearland.

“I grew up in the kitchen,” he said. 
“While most kids were fixing cars with 
[their] dad, I was cooking with [my] 
mom in the kitchen.”

After stints managing national food 
chains and partnering to open res-
taurants in the past, Aguilera said the 
opportunity to open a restaurant was 
presented to him at an ideal time.

“While I was working [as managing 
partner] at Stadia Sports Grill, [the Mex 
Sea Co.] property came up for rent,” he 
said. “Another mutual friend of mine 
knew the property manager, so they 
introduced us. 
We came in and 
checked out the 
restaurant, and it 
was semifurnished 
with a semifull 
kitchen. It was too 
good of a deal to 
pass up.”

Aguilera capitalized on the opportu-
nity and opened Mex Sea Co.—his first 
majority-owned eatery—in August 2013 
at 1853 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 135. With 
the acquisition of the location, Aguilera 
said he was able to put a long-simmer-
ing idea of his into action.

“This is the first Mex Sea Co. I’ve 
done, but it’s always [been] a concept 
that I had in the back of my head,” he 

said. “The name actually came from 
another restaurant. There was a Mex 
Sea Co. that another friend of mine 
opened about 10 years ago. They went 
out of business, and I’ve always loved 
the name.”

The concept for the restaurant 
stemmed from Aguilera’s desire to 
introduce a different style of Mexican 
food to the area, which was a style of 
food similar to the types of dishes his 
parents cooked, he said. 

“I wanted to bring some of those more 
authentic Tex-Mex flavors,” he said.  
“To me, some of the chain Tex-Mex 
places up here are all chili gravy and 
cheese. We don’t do a whole lot of that.”

Along with featuring the Tex-Mex 
entrees Aguilera learned to cook during 
his childhood, the menu also boasts 
many seafood dishes with a coastal spin, 
including redfish on the half shell.

“I grew up fishing on the back bays 
of Corpus [Christi],” he said. “[On the 
half shell] was the only way my dad 
cooked redfish. We’d come home [after 
fishing] and grill it because it was easy. 

It was like the 
lazy man’s way of 
cooking red-
fish. A lot of the 
[cooking styles] 
that we [use] are 
things I started 
doing when I was 
young.”

Aguilera said he hopes to open more 
Mex Sea Co. restaurants in the future, 
but is wary of expanding too quickly. 
He said he may start looking at expan-
sion around the restaurant’s two-year 
anniversary. 

“[My business partners and I] have 
always said we’d probably do two or three 
[Mex Sea Co. restaurants],” Aguilera said. 
“It’s just got to be the right time.”

DINING

1853 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 135, Pearland
832-486-9611 
www.mex-sea-co.com
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.,  
Thu.-Fri. 11 a.m.-2 a.m., Sat. 10 a.m.- 
2 a.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

By Stephen Garcia
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NEW 2015              

ENCLAVE
BUICK

$329 Mo $0Down 2Sale Price $35,991 Less 
$2000 Factory Rebate
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PRICE!
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BECK.150384.10x2.94Pearland.IMPACT.APRIL.indd   1 4/8/2015   9:42:47 AM

Owner Recommendations

Big shell crab nachos: blue corn 
tortilla halves are topped with 
guacamole, lump crab meat and 
roasted black bean corn relish and 
served cold with creamy tomatillo 
sauce. ($13-$18)

Puffy tacos: two beef or chicken 
filled tacos are topped with lettuce, 
pico de gallo and cheese and served 
with rice and beans. ($9)

“I grew up in the kitchen. 
While most kids were fixing 
cars with [their] dad, I was 
cooking with [my] mom in 
the kitchen.”

—Ram Aguilera, owner
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A LIFETIME OF CARE TO 
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT.
Every woman has unique needs, especially when it comes to her 

health. Count on our women’s specialists at Houston Methodist to 

offer personalized care for your complete well-being. We’re dedicated 

to helping you live a full and healthy life by providing the preventive 

and wellness care you need — and when necessary, the most 

advanced technology and specialty services available.

See our women’s specialists for:

For more information or for a physician referral, 

visit houstonmethodist.org or call 713.790.3333.

• Mammograms, including 
3D technology

• Obstetrics, pregnancy 
and reproductive

• Well woman exam

• Gynecology services
• Breast cancer treatment
• Osteoporosis prevention 

and detection

WomensHealth_May_CommImpactPearland_FullPg.indd   1 4/3/15   8:22 AM
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1   Fite Road extension
As part of the city of Pearland’s capital 
improvement projects, Fite Road will be 
extended approximately 0.46 miles from 
McLean Road to Veterans Drive. The new 
roadway will be constructed to ease traffic 
congestion and create an additional route 
and access points to help reduce emergency 
vehicle response times. The new section will 
be a four-lane, undivided concrete roadway 
with curb and gutter drainage. The project 
also includes traffic signal improvements at 
the McLean Road intersection. The project is 
expected to go out for bid in June or July.

Timeline: Summer 2015-summer 2016
Cost: $4.6 million 
Funding sources: City of Pearland,  
federal funds

2   Industrial Drive realignment
Pearland City Council approved a design 
contract at its March 23 meeting for the 
realignment of Industrial Drive at Hwy. 35. 

installed. Corrections to the center median, 
installation of the final two pedestrian signals 
and striping of the crosswalks and new stop 
bars must still be completed. Once the signal 
heads are complete, it could take about 60 
days for the controller to connect into the 
city’s Intelligent Traffic System.

Timeline: September 2014-October 2015
Cost: $290,561
Funding sources: City of Pearland

4   Friendswood Link Road 
widening
Construction continues on the widening of 
Friendswood Link Road. The project, 
which received a Texas General Land 
Office grant, will widen the roadway from 
Blackhawk Boulevard to FM 518. The 
portion in Harris County—from Hibiscus 
Lane to Blackhawk Boulevard—will 
expand from two to four lanes and include 
medians, new sidewalks and improved 
drainage. The roadway will expand to 
three lanes with a dedicated turn lane, 
new sidewalks and improved drainage 
from Hibiscus Lane to FM 518, which 
is the portion of the project located in 
Galveston County. Construction is about 
37 percent complete. Northbound traffic 
was moved to the newly paved Harris 
County side in early April. Installation of 
the storm sewer, water line and sanitary 
sewer lines as well as paving work has 
started on the Galveston County portion.

Timeline: Fall 2014-winter 2015 
Cost: $5.3 million
Funding sources: City of Friendswood, 
Texas General Land Office grant

5   McHard Road extension
In an effort to reduce east-west traffic 
congestion, McHard Road will be extended 
from Cullen Boulevard to Mykawa Road as 
part of a joint project between TxDOT and the 
city of Pearland. The roadway extension will 
be four lanes with curbs, gutters and raised 
medians, and the project includes several 
traffic signals and drainage work. Because of 
a lengthy environmental process that must be 
completed, the project is expected to be in its 
design phase for approximately two years. The 
latest bid date projection is August 2017.

Timeline: Fall 2017-fall 2019
Cost: $32.7 million
Funding sources: City of Pearland, 
Houston-Galveston Area Council

6   Pearland Parkway extension 
Progress continues on the extension of 
Pearland Parkway. The project, which will 
extend the thoroughfare from east of Oiler 
Drive to Dixie Farm Road, is now expected 
to be complete in June after delays due 
to weather. The project was originally 
scheduled for completion in early April. 
The new 4,500-foot extension will be four 
lanes of concrete curb-and-gutter roadway 
with raised medians and a bridge crossing 
at Cowart’s Creek. The project also 
includes traffic signal installation at Oiler 
Drive and Dixie Farm Road. The bridge is 
90 percent complete, traffic signals are 30 
percent complete and roadway paving is 
about 95 percent complete.

Timeline: March 2014-June 2015
Cost: $9.5 million 
Funding sources: City of Pearland, 
TxDOT

Industrial Drive is offset to the north and 
south of Hwy. 35 by about 110 feet at 
the intersection. The project will align the 
intersection so the Texas Department of 
Transportation can implement a safety project 
adding a left-turn lane on Hwy. 35. Industrial 
will have a dedicated left-turn lane and right 
through option lanes for eastbound and 
westbound traffic. The thoroughfare will be 
three lanes at Hwy. 35 and then taper to the 
existing two-lane roadway.   

Timeline: December 2015-May 2016
Cost: $1.09 million
Funding sources: City of Pearland

3   Garden Road improvements 
The city of Pearland project to install traffic 
signals and improve the median at the 
intersection of Garden Road and FM 518 
is almost complete. About 80 percent of 
the work is finished, and all four signal 
poles have been installed. The signal heads 
and controller are in the process of being 

Map not to scale

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plfnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Stephen Garcia
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Ongoing project

Project update
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Early Voting: April 27th - May 5th
Election Day Saturday, May 9, 2015

Perezforpearland.com
Political ad paid for by Perez for Pearland, Tally Perez Treasurer
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 COMBATING CANCER
WITH EXPERTISE

memorialhermann.org

Your stand against cancer starts here.

Memorial Hermann Cancer Centers have received full 
accreditation by the American College of Surgeons 

Commission on Cancer, making us Houston’s 
first recognized Integrated Network 

Cancer Program. This approval means our 
Cancer Centers meet national standards 

established to ensure cancer patients receive 
high-quality care. Our eight accredited 

centers make cancer treatment accessible 
and convenient to where you live or work. 

And our caring staff and Oncology 
Nurse Navigators are with you 

every step of the way.

sigtheater.com

Spring Clearance Sale!
Enabling All Families & Friends to Share Priceless Times Together, 

One Game Room at a Time.

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  Austin • DAllAs • Houston • sAn Antonio

billiArDfActory.com

14190 Gulf Freeway
Houston, TX 77034
281-484-9800

impactnews.com • 281.469.6181
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Full House, Senate begin hearing legislation
Texas lawmakers filed more than 6,300 

bills for the 84th Legislature before the 
March 13 bill-filing deadline, according to 
the Legislative Reference Library of Texas.

That March 13 deadline represented 
the first 60 calendar days of the session in 
which the Senate and House could file any 
number of bills but only take action on 

emergency items declared by Gov. Greg 
Abbott. The governor made those declara-
tions Feb. 17 on early education, higher 
education, border security, transportation 
and ethics.

With the 60-day deadline passed, the 
full House and Senate may take action on 
any bill.

By Kelli Weldon
Members of the House Committee on Public Education met April 14 and heard support 

for and opposition to several bills, including HB 1759, filed by Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock, 
R-Killeen. The school finance legislation aims to add $3 billion in per-student funding and 
eliminate adjustments once intended to protect districts from short-term losses in funding.

On April 13 the House Committee on Public Education discussed SB 149, which aims to 
establish committees to determine if students who pass classes but fail standardized tests 
can graduate. The bill, which passed the Senate, awaits a House vote. 

On April 9 the House passed HB 4, filed by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston. The legislation 
outlines a high-quality prekindergarten program and awaits Senate consideration.

The Senate Committee on Education heard testimony April 7 on bills including SB 1483, 
filed by Sen. Sylvia Garcia, D-Houston, which defines the community schools model.

“Although community schools are operational in Texas, currently there is no definition or 
uniform set of practices,” she said, noting underperforming schools could choose the model 
outlined in statute instead of a Texas Education Agency intervention team. 

Rep. Roland Gutierrez, D-San Antonio, filed HB 456, which would ban e-cigarettes on 
public campuses. It passed the House on April 10.

SB 6, a bill that directs the TEA commissioner to give schools A-F performance ratings, 
passed the Senate on March 31. 

By Jennifer Curington
Campus safety and funding are two priorities for most 

university and college campuses in Texas for this session.
The Senate passed SB 11 to allow a person with a 

concealed handgun license to carry his or her firearm 
on university and college campuses throughout the 
state. Proponents of the bill say it will increase safety on 
campuses, but opponents say it could open the door for 
more violence. Many university and college administration 
members have voiced concern and asked the measure not 
be put into law.

The Senate version of the bill has not yet been heard on the House floor, but the House 
version is now out of its assigned committee as of March 31. It remains unclear when the 
House will take a vote.

A bill that would repeal current state law allowing some undocumented immigrants to 
pay in-state tuition rates at colleges and universities is now out of its Senate committee. 
SB 1819 is now eligible to be heard on the Senate floor; however, its House companion, 
HB 2912, has not yet been heard in its assigned House committee. Many beneficiaries of 
the law, also known as Texas DREAMers, have testified asking legislators not to repeal it. 

TRANSPORTATION

By Joe Olivieri
The Texas Enterprise Fund—an incentive tool 

to attract new jobs and investment to the Lone 
Star State—and related state funds intended 
to encourage development were the subjects 
of discussion during meetings of the House 
Committee on Economic & Small Business 
Development in early April.

Rep. Jason Villalba, R-Dallas, described HB 
1506, which would transfer money from the 
Texas Emerging Technology Fund to the TEF. 
The bill was left pending April 2. 

The committee also discussed HB 55, which 
would make veterans hospitals eligible for the 
TEF. The bill was left pending in committee April 9.

Lawmakers discussed HB 26, which includes abolishing the Texas Emerging Technology 
Fund and creating an Economic Incentive Oversight Board. The bill, co-authored by Rep. 
Angie Chen Button, R-Dallas, was left pending in committee April 2.

The Senate Natural Resources & Economic Development Committee took up enterprise 
issues April 7. 

SB 1103 addresses the eligibility of property used for large data center projects to 
receive tax benefits under the Texas Economic Development Act. The bill was left pending 
in committee. During its April 14 meeting the committee discussed SB 632, which is related 
to enhancing the state’s economic and educational competitiveness, and SB 1122, which is 
related to wells used for power generation or mining.

ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

By Lyndsey Taylor 
The Senate’s Health & Human Services Committee met April 8 and 

discussed several bills related to mental health.
SB 1881, which addresses decision-making agreements for certain 

adults with disabilities, was left pending in committee. The bill, authored 
by Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, provides a less restrictive alternative 
to guardianship and aims to support the independence of Texans 
who are elderly and persons with disabilities, according to Zaffirini’s 
statement of intent for the bill. Currently, those with disabilities are 
placed into guardianship before making their own decisions about their 
lives, such as where the adult wants to live and what kind of health care he or she wants to 
receive, Zaffirini said. The bill proposes an alternative to guardianship called a “decision-
making agreement,” which is an informal, voluntary agreement that does not require court 
involvement. If passed, the bill would allow the agreement to be terminated by either party at 
any time, according to the statement of intent. 

At the meeting senators also discussed SB 1889 at length. The bill, left pending in the 
committee, is related to the disclosure and use of information in the central registry of child 
abuse and neglect cases in the Department of Family and Protective Services. Currently, some 
parents of children with behavioral or mental health disorders relinquish parental rights to Child 
Protective Services as a last resort to provide mental health care to their children when parents 
cannot afford the cost, Zaffirini said. When parents relinquish their rights, they are placed on 
Texas’ abuse and neglect registry. Zaffirini heavily advocated for the bill and said parents who 
relinquish rights solely to provide mental health services for their children are “loving.”

DFPS can access and use the information in the registry to perform background checks 
and is required to make the information available to agencies including hospitals, clinics, 
schools and local child services agencies. Because of this, those in the registry may be 
barred from employment in any of these agencies.

HEALTH CARE

HIGHER EDUCATION

Sen. Lois Kolkhorst

The House Committee on Economic & Small 
Business Development hears testimony.

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_plf and search for 
#CITxLege or visit impactnews.com

• Concealed handguns would be 
allowed on the grounds and in 
buildings owned by a college or 
university.

• Rules can be established in 
regard to storing the handguns 
on grounds but cannot prevent 
licensed individuals from carry-
ing a concealed weapon.

By Leslee Bassman
The Texas Senate passed a $211.4 billion budget bill by a vote of 30–1 on April 14, with 

Sen. Sylvia Garcia, D-Houston, voting against the proposal. 
Committee Substitute House Bill 1 provides $753 million in funding for border security as 

well as Medicaid, school districts and charter schools, transportation, mental health, higher 
education, Employee Retirement System, adult incarceration and juvenile justice.

Sen. Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, speaking in favor of the bill, said the state’s border 
region has been asking for assistance for years. As of summer 2014, undocumented and 
unaccompanied minor statistics increased from 15,000 in 2013 to a pace that would have 
reached 125,000 in 2014, he said. However, the Texas Department of Public Safety patrols 
and apprehensions held the number of unaccompanied minors to 50,000 in 2014, he said.

“Prior border security funding cuts at the state level led to disastrous consequences,” 
Creighton said. “Now the Texas Legislature has taken a strong step forward toward 
regaining ground that was unnecessarily lost to transnational violent cartel activity.”

He also said he favored the bill because it did not include an expansion of Medicaid.
“Additionally, this budget proposal includes the largest tax cut of any budget in Texas 

history,” Creighton said. “We should all celebrate this very important milestone for our 
families and businesses along with proving that conservative solutions can be offered to 
solve the toughest challenges while showing fiscal conservatism.”

As of April 15, SB 2, the Senate’s general appropriations bill, remains in the Senate 
Finance Committee. The general appropriations bill was filed by Chairwoman Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, on Jan. 27. 

BUDGET

Sen. Judith Zaffirini

CAMPUS CARRY RULES

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper is reporting on bills and funding for 
the state regarding the budget, economy and small business, transportation, public education, 
higher education, health care and more. All information on this page is as of April 15, 2015.

By Amy Denney
SB 1601, authored by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, would 

prohibit the state or a railroad company from using eminent domain—
acquiring land deemed necessary for public purposes—for high-
speed rail projects.

The Senate Committee on Transportation approved SB 1601 by 
a vote of 5-4 during its April 8 meeting. The bill next goes to the full 
Senate for consideration.

The bill additionally clarifies the definition of high-speed rail to 
mean intercity passenger rail that reaches speeds of 110 mph.

“Exercising eminent domain is controversial, especially when you’re discussing private 
companies,” Kolkhorst said. 

The bill comes after the Texas Central Railway proposed to build a 294-mile railway from 
Dallas to Houston using Japanese technology to achieve speeds of 185 mph. TCR might 
use eminent domain to acquire right of way for the project. TCR Chairman and CEO Richard 
Lawless said the project would not use government subsidies, grants or other funding.

On April 9 the House Committee on Transportation discussed its version of SB 5, which 
the Senate approved March 4, called HB 1370. The committee did not take action on the 
bill, which would send the first $2.5 billion of motor vehicle sales tax revenues to the state’s 
general revenue fund and the second $2.5 billion in revenue to the State Highway Fund for 
transportation projects. The House Transportation Committee left the bill pending after a 
public hearing but could vote on HB 1370 at an upcoming meeting.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR PEARLAND AND FRIENDSWOOD

REP. GREG BONNEN • DISTRICT 24

456

Galveston

146

R-Friendswood

Elected: 2012

512-463-0729

greg.bonnen@house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored House Joint Resolution 60 
and House Bill 531, which relate to the 
constitutional limit on the rate of growth 
of appropriations. HJR 60 and HB 531 
were referred to Appropriations on Feb. 
26 and Feb. 16, respectively.

• Co-authored HB 2027, which would 
establish precincts for elections held on 
a uniform election date.

REP. ED THOMPSON • DISTRICT 29

Pearland

35

6

45

R-Pearland

Elected: 2012

512-463-0707

District29.Thompson@house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Filed HB 2680, relating to allocation of 
money from the law enforcement officer 
standards and education fund. The bill 
was referred to Homeland Security & 
Public Safety on March 16.

• Authored HB 2204, which relates to state 
support for assistance with existing debt 
payment of certain bonds issued by 
school districts. The bill was scheduled 
for public hearing in the Subcommittee 
on Bond Indebtedness on April 8.

SEN. LARRY TAYLOR • DISTRICT 11

Top bills filed: 

• Authored Senate Bill 498, which would 
eliminate the expiration date of a Texas 
Windstorm Insurance Association 
waiver program relating to building code 
requirements. The bill was referred to 
Business & Commerce on Feb. 11.

• Co-authored SB 900, which would 
change the operation of the TWIA and 
rename it. The bill was left pending in 
Business & Commerce on March 31.

6

288

Friendswood

R-Friendswood

Elected: 2012

512-463-0111

larry.taylor@senate.state.tx.us

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

RECENT TWEETS
FROM ACROSS THE STATE

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_plf—for Pearland and 
Friendswood news, and throughout the legislative session 
search for #CITxLege for coverage that matters to you.

REP. DENNIS PAUL • DISTRICT 129

R-Houston

Elected: 2014

512-463-0734

dennis.paul@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored HB 
1757, which 
addresses 
relief of liability 
of damages 
to engineers, 
though 
inspected and certified under WPIA 
(TDI) standards. The bill was referred to 
Licensing & Administrative Procedures 
on March 18.

• Filed HB 3097, which gives property 
owners more local control of special 
purpose districts. The bill was referred to 
Special Purpose Districts on March 24.

146

45

SAM HOUSTON

Friendswood

Friendswood

45

Community Impact - Northwest Austin @impactnews_nwa 
Texas Senate transpo committee discussing SB1601 to 
remove state’s ability to exercise eminent domain for high-
speed rail #TxLege #CITxLege

Community Impact - Northwest Austin @impactnews_nwa 
#TxLege House approves 2nd reading of #HB80 by vote of 
102-40 to ban texting while driving in Texas #CITxLege

Community Impact - Northwest Austin @impactnews_nwa 
Rep. @AllenFletcher now supports bill b/c son works for DPS, 
witnessed more accidents for texting than DUI/DWI #HB80 
#TxLege #CITxLege

#CITxLege

New Homes from the $280s - $500s         
Ashton Woods | Village Builders | 
Trendmaker Homes | Perry Homes

	 n   A convenient location minutes from downtown Houston
	 n  Close to shopping, entertainment & The Texas Medical Center
	 n  Resort-style clubhouse with fireplace & full kitchen
	 n  8,000 square foot pool with wading pool & spray features
	 n  Fitness center, walking trails & parks
	 n  Houston’s most trusted homebuilders
	 n		Highly Acclaimed Alvin ISD Southern-Trails.com
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Texas
Medical
Center

FM 518

Pearland
Town

Center
Alvin Community
College/Pearland

Galleria

Univ. of
Houston

1 mile west 
of Hwy 288 
on FM 518
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/plf

Pearland City Council approves agreements for new Costco Brazoria County 
residents able to 
vote at any location

By Stephen Garcia
Pearland City Council unanimously 

approved a pair of agreements with 
Costco at its meeting April 13, paving 
the way for a new store to open in Octo-
ber at the northwest corner of Hwy. 288 
and CR 59.

The necessary agreements include the 
city refunding 50 percent of the 1 percent 
of Costco’s sales tax revenue collected 
for a period no longer than 10 years or 
an amount greater than $750,000 total. 
Conservative sales projections estimate 
that rebate will last just longer than six 
years, according to officials.

Costco requested the agreements 
because of Pearland’s trade area size, 
business density count and the associ-
ated cost of construction.

The final stipulation involved the 
Pearland Economic Development 

By Stephen Garcia
Brazoria County’s May 9 election—and 

all those in the future—will utilize vote 
centers, which will allow residents to vote 
at any polling location in the county.

Also known as the Countywide Polling 
Place Program, vote centers will aid voters 
who may be a significant distance from 
their registration address because of work, 
officials said. 

The Texas Secretary of State’s office 
grants participation in the program 
based on four guidelines that Brazoria 
County successfully completed. Along 
with approval by the Commissioners 
Court, selected counties must have elec-
tronic voting machines—which Brazo-
ria County has used since 2006—and 
software that can verify a resident has not 
already voted. 

Public hearings are also required for 
inclusion in the program, and Brazoria 
County held six hearings in different 
areas of the county.

The 29 polling locations used for elec-
tions other than November general elec-
tions since 2007 will become vote centers. 
Those locations, however, do not include 
Jones Creek, West Columbia and Colum-
bia Lakes, which canceled May elections 
this year.

By Stephen Garcia
Julie Pickren will be the newest mem-

ber of the Alvin ISD board of trustees 
after Position 1 incumbent Mike Lans-
ford declined to file for re-election.

Pickren, a mother to AISD students, 
is unopposed in the race for the position 
and will take over in May.

“I am so excited for the opportunity to 
serve the community as a board mem-
ber of Alvin ISD,” she said. “We are at a 
pivotal time, considering the new growth 
on the west side and the future growth 
around the Grand Parkway on the east 
side of our district. There are many 
important decisions to be made soon 
because of our rapid growth.”

Pickren said she opposes a cookie 
cutter education and favors a tailored 
program to meet the individual needs of 
students. 

“My campaign slogan has been 
#kidsmatter,” she said. “Every one of our 
children matter and I pledge to do my 
best to work with my fellow school board 
members and the district administration 
to create an environment of excellence in 
our schools.”

Pickren said she is also focused on get-
ting teachers any needed resources.

“I will remember [that] the decisions 
the school board makes today should 
result in successful and motivated young 
men and women of tomorrow,” she said. 
“It is in the best interest of our kids for 
parents, businesses and the community 
to be involved in their education. Every 
child needs the education, encourage-
ment and guidance to be the best they 
can be.”

She also said she would watch for 
wasteful spending in the district.

Julie Pickren to take over Alvin ISD school board Position 1
“I pledge to use prudence with the 

district’s funds,” Pickren said. “We 
need to ensure finances are appropri-
ated to the areas that are the most 
effective. We need to make sure 
our schools are being built in areas 
[where] they will be the most [effec-
tively]  utilized and with new technol-
ogy to prepare our kids for the future.”

The new board member encour-
aged residents to contact her with 
their thoughts and concerns at 
Julie4AISD@gmail.com or via her 
Facebook page, Julie Pickren for Alvin 
ISD School Board.

“I am honored to serve the com-
munity as Alvin ISD school board 
member for Position 1,” she said. “I 
look forward to hearing your ideas on 
how Alvin ISD can continue to move 
toward excellence for our children.”

Corporation reim-
bursing Costco for 
the needed infra-
structure improve-
ments associated 
with the site on Busi-
ness Center Drive. 
The PEDC agreed to 
pay Costco $246,827 
when the business 
invests $30 million, 
receives a certificate 
of occupancy and 
creates 153 jobs at the Pearland location. 
The PEDC has been trying to attract 
Costco since late 2013, officials said.

The new Costco will be a 
150,000-square-foot facility with an 
attached tire center and also a fueling 
station. The store will create approxi-
mately 150 jobs, with an estimated total 

investment of $33.7 million.
The membership-based warehouse 

store sells a variety of goods, includ-
ing appliances, furniture and groceries. 
Costco is the second largest retailer in 
the United States—and third biggest 
in the world—as of 2014, according to 
Pearland officials. 
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Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/plf-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_plf

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

Proven Service for Pearland

Early Voting, April 27th-May 5th | Election Day, Saturday May 9th

• Current Pearland City Councilman Position 4
• Chairman of the Board • Pearland Chamber of Commerce
• President of the Board • Pearland Adult Reading Center
• President of the Board • 100 Club of Pearland
• Board Member • Pearland Neighborhood Center
• Board Member • Keep Pearland Beautiful
• Board Member • Pearland CVB
• President • Texas Energy Managers Assoc. State Board 

“I have fought to get all the projects in the 2007 Bond election 
started including the SCR Park and I fought against the expansion 

of the Blue Ridge Landfill”

Pol. Adv. Pd. for by Keith Ordeneaux Campaign.

RE-ELECT
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2015
ELECTION GUIDE

CANDIDATE ANSWERS HAVE BEEN EDITED TO FIT THE ALLOTTED SPACE. 
TO READ THE COMPLETE RESPONSES, VISIT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-HOUSTON-METRO
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PEARLAND CITY COUNCIL, POSITION 2

PEARLAND CITY COUNCIL, POSITION 4 PEARLAND ISD SCHOOL BOARD, POSITION 4

TOP PRIORITIES
My top priority is to listen. Pearland 
cannot properly plan for its future 
growth without implementing strong 
assessments and encouraging civic 
engagement. My [second] priority 
would be to reconnect with residents 
to build a Pearland that reflects the 
flavors of our diverse town.

TOP PRIORITIES 
I seek to be a councilmember [who] 
will bring workable solutions to the 
city and ease the traffic burden 
that we now experience. I want to 
ensure that public safety remains a 
top priority, and I will also seek to 
be a positive resource for the  
police department.

TOP PRIORITIES
I will ensure that we focus on the 
future of Pearland. We must plan for 
growth while focusing on the needs 
of residents. We must provide an 
inviting atmosphere for commercial 
growth. We must reach out to resi-
dents for input and ensure they have 
easy access to their government. 

TOP PRIORITIES
My priorities include making sure 
there is a path for success for all 
students, ensuring that early literacy 
is a priority at the elementary level 
and making certain that we hire and 
retain the most qualified staff. It is 
important that we ensure a balance 
in the district for all students. 

TOP PRIORITIES
Academics must always be the top 
priority for a school district. I am 
the candidate who made academic 
excellence the top priority and 
devised the plan that elevated 
academic standards.  [Pearland ISD] 
achieved these academic results 
while being fiscally responsible. 

ADRIAN HERNANDEZ

ADRIENNE BELL KEITH ORDENEAUX* SEAN P. MURPHY ANDREW SOLOMON*

I am the only candidate who has served on City Council. 
The city has had a change in leadership over the past 
18 months, and I have the knowledge and experience 
to help in this time of transition. I understand how 
government works from the employee and leadership 
roles. My record shows that I represent all residents of 
Pearland. I have reached out, and [I] attend meetings 
and events throughout the community. 

I am qualified based on my experience as a local 
business person, director and community volunteer.  
I have been responsible for writing budgets, financing 
and strategic planning. With a business management 
background I understand how large organizations 
handle human resources, training and organizational 
planning. I am also a parent and have volunteered to 
coach, teach financial classes and raise money.

 My life’s work has been devoted to education. For 
the last 20 years as a law professor, I have dedicated 
my professional life to providing a great education for 
my students. For the last five years, I have dedicated 
countless hours to the improvement of the Pearland 
schools for our children. I am the professional educator 
who designed the plan that has made our schools 
significantly better.

As far as I am concerned, the only thing that makes 
someone qualified to run for City Council is the ability 
to listen and to be resourceful. As the small-business 
candidate, listening to the demands of my customers and 
finding creative ways to meet those demands is what I do 
on a daily basis. A city councilman should not be a career 
politician. He or she should be a fellow resident with a 
[desire] to serve.

I have the heart and the managerial skills to serve the 
residents of the city. I believe the strength of Pearland 
lies in its residents, and as a councilwoman, my goal is  
to be available, visible and active in all areas of the city.

What makes you a qualified candidate for Pearland City Council?

What makes you a qualified candidate for Pearland City Council? What makes you a qualified candidate for PISD school board?

Compiled by Stephen Garcia  l *Incumbent

Owner of The Drink Station
www.meetadrian.com

Doctoral student
www.adrienne4pearland.org

Energy and risk manager 
www.keithforpearland.com

Vice president, HomeTown Bank of Pearland
No campaign website

Law professor
www.Andrew4PISD.org

TOP PRIORITIES 
I plan on targeting crime reduction 
by prioritizing public safety funding 
and supporting our civil servants. 
I want to preserve our community 
identity by encouraging smart and 
sustainable development. I will also 
remain committed to being a strong 
voice for all citizens of Pearland.  

DERRICK REED

I have experience working on decision-making bodies.  
[As] I have been a public servant since 2009, I have, and 
will continue to, set aside my own differences and biases 
for the purpose of serving a greater cause. I am the only 
candidate running for Position 2 [who] has experience 
working in city government and also the only candidate 
who has made decisions that have affected Pearland’s 
growth.  

Attorney and Pearland Planning and Zoning commissioner
www.reedforpearland.com

TOP PRIORITIES
I will ensure fiscal prudence and 
strategic oversight of the  
$350 million in funds allocated to 
capital improvement projects. I also 
plan to work with state and federal 
entities to bring money to Pearland 
to train our local workforce and 
attract new businesses. 

QUENTIN WILTZ

My experience as a certified project manager and 
my experience as a certified quality improvement 
professional where I implemented systems to eliminate 
waste streams and lower production costs ensure that 
I will make fiscally sound decisions as a steward of the 
[city’s] tax dollars. For nearly 10 years, I have devoted my 
time to various organizations to ensure the community is 
engaged, the environment is clean and our citizens vote.  

Contracts and development director, Stupp Coatings LLC
www.quentinwiltz.com

TOP PRIORITIES
My top priorities are to resolve 
traffic congestion, attract new 
businesses, balance the priorities of 
new development with the needs of 
the current citizens and put an end 
to the excessive staff turnover the 
city of Pearland has experienced 
over the last several years.

TRENT A. PEREZ

As a licensed professional civil engineer I have 
knowledge of what it takes to design and maintain quality 
infrastructure, such as roadways, drainage facilities, 
traffic systems and water distribution systems. As a land 
development consultant I have experience in minimizing 
the effects of new development.  As a former staff member 
of the city of Pearland I already have a comprehensive 
understanding of the city codes, criteria and budget.

Civil Engineer
www.perezforpearland.com

WORSHIP WITH US SUN • 9:30 & 11AM
BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL AGES & STAGES SUN • 9:30 & 11AM

There’s a place for you at

SECOND
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR • 12008 SHADOW CREEK PKWY AT REFLECTION BAY DR • SECOND.ORG
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IMPORTANT DATES

ELECTION DAY: MAY 9, 2015

First day of in-person early voting: April 27
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): April 30
Last day of in-person early voting: May 5

DESIGN BY SHAWN EPPS

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-HOUSTON-METRO
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FRIENDSWOOD CITY COUNCIL, POSITION 1

PEARLAND ISD SCHOOL BOARD, POSITION 3

How would you help plan for future growth in the city if elected?

What makes you a qualified candidate for Pearland City Council?

POLLING LOCATIONS

TOP PRIORITIES
• Transparency: conduct all city 

business in front of citizens at 
council meetings

• Friendswood Animal Control: 
overturn 60-day kill policy

• No new taxes 
• No big-box stores and no new 

multifamily units

MICHAEL WOOD

We are a small land-locked community, and our maximum 
growth can be calculated. Using this information we 
need to determine the types of businesses that will allow 
revenue growth but not disrupt our lifestyle. We need to 
make it easier for these businesses. At the same time 
we need to determine what businesses will affect our 
community in a negative manner, hence my objections  
to big-box stores and more multifamily dwellings. 

Retired Houston police officer
www.friendsofmichaelwood.com

TOP PRIORITIES
• Be a good steward for our schools
• Work to keep Pearland ISD  

academically competitive
• Work to help ensure that the 

school district recruits, attracts 
and retains the highest quality 
educators as the students  
deserve the best

KELVIN L. WILLIAMS

As a dedicated and involved parent of two in Pearland 
ISD, I have a vested interest in the district as an entity 
that is important regarding the future success for all 
children attending. If elected, I will work to support 
current efforts to have PISD graduates prepared to 
compete globally. I believe that I will bring to the board 
a knowledge of science, mathematics and engineering 
concepts that will help propel our students forward.

 Electrical power systems integration engineer
No campaign website

TOP PRIORITIES 
I will work to develop infrastructure 
within the city to remedy issues 
caused by the increase in population. 
I will also collaborate with city 
teams to help revitalize downtown 
Friendswood and create better 
communication between the city and 
its citizens on important issues.

PHILIP CALTABIANO

I would work with my colleagues and community 
members to develop a plan that outlines future goals 
for the city, such as improving roads and increasing 
sidewalks and bike paths to provide more commuting 
opportunities. I will work to ensure that our schools, 
police, fire department and emergency medical 
services continue to have the tools necessary to keep 
Friendswood one of the best places to live in the country.

Purchasing manager
Facebook-Philip Caltabiano for Friendswood

TOP PRIORITIES
My top priorities include partnering  
with the superintendent and  
improving community relations as 
well as placing a focus on budget 
sensitivity, bullying programs 
and the addition of more bilingual 
programs and schools.

MARK LEWIS

I am a U.S. veteran who wants to serve the community 
by being a role model. I understand budgeting, bottom 
lines and [I] understand the needs and desires of people. 
I have served on several boards over the last 10 years, 
and I was a member of Big Brothers Big Sisters. I have 
[served] the community all my life—from visiting nursing 
homes when I was a child to being a mentor to children 
today. I am here to serve. 

Senior biopharmaceutical representative
No campaign website

TOP PRIORITIES
My first priority is to be an excellent 
steward of the capital project bonds 
that were passed in November 
2013. The city is at a crossroads in 
commercial development, and my 
goal would [be to] make sure that no 
commercial development occurs that 
does not fit into the city’s vision.

STEVE ROCKEY*

The voters approved a capital investment program in 
2013, which will allow the city to grow its services by 
expanding the library, adding new fire stations, repairing 
major roads and purchasing and developing park space. 
The effective management of this program is imperative 
for the City Council. Further, the city needs council 
members who are a positive force for the community and 
are open-minded and willing to listen.

Chemical engineering/business process consultant
www.steverockey.com

TOP PRIORITIES
My top priorities are that each 
student has access to the best 
education, ensuring the district is 
fiscally responsible and the education 
services are the most effective and 
efficient. [We also need] to manage 
growth in a manner that does not 
adversely affect the students.

VIRGIL F. GANT*

I have 15 years of experience on the board, including a 
term as president and two terms as vice president. During 
my service Pearland ISD has tripled in enrollment and gone 
from inadequate financial reserves and barely adequate 
academics to one of the best districts in the state. I know 
the workings of this district and what it takes to improve it. 
In 2014 I also earned the designation of Master Trustee by 
the Texas Association of School Boards.

Financial advisor and certified financial planner
No campaign website

Registered voters in Brazoria County can cast their 
ballot at any vote center in the county during early 
voting and on Election Day. For a complete list  
of Brazoria County polling locations and to view  
early voting hours at each location, visit  
www.brazoriacountyclerk.net.

Registered voters in the city of Friendswood can 
only cast their ballot for the city’s local election at 
Friendswood City Hall during early voting and on 
Election Day. For more information, call the city 
secretary at 281-996-3270. 

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS

BRAZORIA COUNTY

Brazoria Library
620 S. Brooks St., Brazoria
Pearland Westside Library
2803 Business Center Drive, Ste. 101, Pearland
Tom Reid (Pearland) Library
3522 Liberty Drive, Pearland
Westside Event Center
2150 Countryplace Parkway, Pearland

CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD

Friendswood City Hall
910 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood

ELECTION DAY LOCATIONS

BRAZORIA COUNTY

Drainage District No. 4 Building
4813 W. Broadway St., Pearland
Fellowship Bible Church
1720 E. Broadway St., Pearland
Pearland Westside Library
2803 Business Center Drive, Ste. 101
Silverlake Recreation Center
2715 Southwyck Parkway, Pearland
Tom Reid (Pearland) Library
3522 Liberty Drive, Pearland
Turner High School
4717 Bailey Road, Pearland
Westside Event Center
2150 Countryplace Parkway, Pearland

CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD

Friendswood City Hall
910 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood

www.AlvinCollege.edu

Register
Online!

Spring Mini 3 (3 weeks)

Registration: April 1 – May 14
Classes Begin: May 19

Summer One (5 weeks)

Registration: April 15 – June 1
Classes Begin: June 4

Summer (11 weeks)

Registration: April 15 – June 1
Classes Begin: June 4

Alvin Community College is an Equal Opportunity Institution.

SHORT Semester Classes
with FULL Semester Credit
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281.489.8614281.489.8614
www.aacleaningservices.comwww.aacleaningservices.com

$20 OFF FIRST CLEANING
$10 off 2nd Cleaning • $10 off 3rd Cleaning • $10 off 4th Cleaning

with Coupon Only. Expires 5/27/15. Community Impact Newspaper.

2004
Business of the Year

by the Pearland Chamber of Commerce

Member of
Pearland & Alvin Manvel
Chamber of Commerce

2010 Recipient of
Blue Ribbon Award

by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Residential/Commercial • Offi ces • Commercial Lawn 
Service • Complete Floor Care • Commercial Windows 

 Extensive Training and Quality Control
Insured and Bonded

at 2680 pearland parkway

t uesday

monday

hursdayt ridayf

s unday

w ednesday

 

1pm
• free plushie doll*
• free color-in t-shirt**
• free face painting 

*first 25 guests
**while supplies last

5pm - 6pm
$1 yummy hour
• fill up your cup for $1* 

*one per guest

2pm - 4pm
kids eat free* 
*one cup per child up to  
10 oz. must be 10 years of 
age or younger to qualify.

12pm - 2pm
half off lunchtime yumm* 
*half off your frozen 
yogurt purchase

3pm
free dodge balls* 
*first 25 guests

8pm - close
date night* buy one get 
one free 
*one per guest

• free yogurt (12pm - 6pm)*
• ribbon cutting with menchie
• free t-shirts**
• balloon artist
*one 8oz cup per guest. ** first 25 guests.

$1 off!
minimum frozen yogurt purchase of $5 required. cannot be 

combined with any other offer. valid thru 6/30/15. 

 menchies pearland parkway 

2680 pearland parkway, suite 130  
pearland, tx, 77581

may 2 - 8 begins saturday at 12pm

 saturday

menchies.com

first day of  

business is 

monday
april 27!

Avanti . Darling . David Weekley . Fairmont  . Gracepoint . Highland . J. Patrick . Meritage . Newmark
Partners in Building . Perry . Ryland . Shea . Taylor Morrison . Toll Brothers . Trendmaker . Triumph . Westin

One of the Best-Selling
Communities in the Nation!

Tour 12 NEW Models!
Grand Opening, May 16-17!
LARGEST NEW Model Home Park in Texas!!

FREE ice cream
all month long at the 

newly remodeled
— SIENNA —
HOMEFINDER

CENTER
5777 Sienna Parkway

281.778.7777

siennaplantation.com  .  from $280s-Millions  .  Sienna Parkway at Hwy. 6

Downtown
Greenway

Galleria

Med Center
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02 City of Friendswood KIDFISH
KIDFISH, a nonprofit youth outreach organization, hosts an 

event to give local children and young teenagers the opportunity to 
learn about fishing. More than 300 pounds of fish are available to be 
caught, and bait, tackle and rods are provided. The event is sponsored 
by Lutheran South Academy. 8 a.m.-noon. Free (children 16 and 
under). Centennial Park, 2200 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood. 
877-733-5646. www.kidfish.com

08 Spring choir concert
The Alvin Community College concert and chamber choirs 

join the Alvin Community Chorus—which is comprised of students 
as well as local music enthusiasts—to present a spring choir concert. 
7:30 p.m. Free. Alvin Community College Theater, 3110 Mustang Road, 
Alvin. 281-756-3500. www.alvincollege.edu

09 Pear Run
The Pearland Citizens Police Academy Alumni 

Association presents its annual Pear Run 10K, 5K and children’s 
fun run. The event benefits the association as well as the Pearland 
Police Department. There are awards as well as door prizes 
for registered participants. 7 a.m. $30 (early registration), $35 
(registration before May 7), $40 (race day), $25 (5K walk early 
registration), $30 (5K walk registration before May 7), $35 (5K walk 
race day). Free (children’s fun run participants age 9 and under). 
Pearland Town Center, 11200 W. Broadway St., Pearland.  
www.pearrun.com 

23 and 24  
Summer Delights Arts and Crafts Festival

Attendees can browse more than 40 vendor booths selling unique 
handmade crafts and gifts at the festival. Local and regional artisans 
participate in the event, which is organized by Happy Garren 
Productions. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. TCBY parking lot, 104 S. Friendswood 
Drive, Friendswood. 281-451-7728. www.happygarrenproductions.com

April

23 through 25 
Frontier Days Celebration

The Alvin Rotary Club presents its 41st festival, which features a 
parade through old downtown Alvin, “shoot-out” performances by 
the Alvin Rotary Club gunfighters, children’s activities and rides, 
food vendors, arts and crafts, and collectibles vendors. An antique 
and collectible car show and bike show, as well as a carnival, are 
open to Frontier Days attendees. 5-10 p.m. (April 23), 8 a.m.-10 
p.m. (April 24), 8 a.m.-10 p.m. (April 25), 9 a.m. (parade). Free. 
National Oak Park, 118 S. Magnolia St., Alvin. 281-331-5499.  
www.alvinrotary.org

25 Chairman’s Challenge
The Meeting Professionals International Foundation hosts an 

event for families that includes a 5K fun run and walk as well as a 1K for 
children. The event has a 1980s theme, and participants are encouraged 
to dress in appropriate costumes. 8 a.m. (5K registration), 8:30 a.m. 
(children’s 1K registration). $25 (5K), $10 (1K). Pearland Town Center, 
11200 W. Broadway St., Pearland. 281-812-4425. www.mpi-hac.org

25 Healthy Kids Day
Greater Houston area YMCAs invite children and families 

to the community gathering. The event promotes a healthy lifestyle, 
encouraging kids to be more active. Activities include games, 
entertainment, fitness challenges, health screenings and tours.  
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Vic Coppinger Family YMCA, 2700 YMCA Drive, 
Pearland. 281-485-6805. www.ymcahouston.org/vic-coppinger

25 Relay for Life
The American Cancer Society hosts its Relay for Life of Pearland 

where participants walk for 12 hours to raise money and increase 
awareness of cancer and efforts to find a cure. The event includes a 
memorial honoring patients who have died from cancer and their loved 
ones. Noon-midnight. Free. Dad’s Club, 5522 Fite Road, Pearland.  
713-706-5683. www.cancer.org

27 Texas ALS Golf Classic
The ALS Association Texas Chapter hosts its third annual golf 

tournament to raise funds and awareness for ALS, which is a disease 
that affects the nervous system, also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. 
The event features breakfast, lunch and an auction as well as an 
awards ceremony for the participants following the tournament. 7 a.m. 
(registration and breakfast), 8 a.m. (shotgun start). $150 (individual), $550 
(four-player team), $30 (nonplayer breakfast ticket), $50 (nonplayer lunch 
and awards). Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Drive, Pearland. 
713-252-6285. webtx.alsa.org

May

01 through 3, 8 and 9  
“The Book of Murder”

The Purple Box Theater presents a five-show run of the Ron Cowen 
drama. In the play, a has-been, in-debt novelist blackmails his three ex-
wives into paying him large sums of money to prevent him from releasing 
a manuscript that contains secrets about each of them. 8 p.m. (May 1-2, 
8-9), 3 p.m. (May 3). $15 (general admission), $12 (seniors and students), 
$10 (group of 10 or more). Purple Box Theater, 1309 W. Parkwood Ave., 
Friendswood. 818-642-4665. www.thepurpleboxtheater.com
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Nature Fest
Bridgeland’s eighth annual event features exotic 
animals, activities and food trucks. Jack Hanna, an 

animal advocate who has been featured on “Good Morning 
America” and “The Late Show with David Letterman,” presents 
and interacts with attendees. The event includes a petting 
zoo with zebras, kangaroos and wallabies as well as armadillo 
races, reptile and bird shows and other family-friendly activities. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Bridgeland Oak Meadow Park, 17730 House 
Hahl Road, Cypress. 281-304-5588. www.bridgeland.com

Worth the TRIP
MAY
02

Compiled by Carrie Taylor

Find more or submit Pearland/Friendswood events at  
impactnews.com/plf.

To have Pearland/Friendswood events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the first Friday of the 
month.

Online Calendar

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Pearland Parkway

Silverlake Parkway

Pearland Lakes
From the $300s
281-616-5764

Highway 35

Old Alvin Rd

Barry Rose

Highland Crossing
From the $240s
281-616-5794

Enclave at Highland Glen
From the $220s to $400s

832-209-2204

Pearland Parkway

M
cH

ard Road

Beazer Homes has Pearland Covered!

*Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice.  See New Home Counselor for complete details.  © 2015 Beazer Homes  3/15   123121

©

GET MORE  IN A NEW HOME

Pearland Lakes
• Spacious homes ranging from 2,356 to 4,750 sq. ft.  

with 3 to 7 bedrooms
• Amenities will include a playground, dog park &  

3-acre community lake with fountain
• Students will attend Pearland ISD including Dawson High

Highland Crossing
• Spacious homes ranging from 1,808 to 3,480 sq. ft.  

with 3 to 6 bedrooms
• Amenities include playground, pavilion and walking trails
• Students will attend Pearland ISD including Pearland High

Enclave at Highland Glen
• Spacious homes ranging from 1,808 to 4,346 sq. ft.  

with 3 to 7 bedrooms
• Amenities will include walking trails, playground and  

pet friendly park
• Students will attend Pasadena ISD including Dobie High

For more information on any of these communities, 
visit beazer.com

N

123121 BH HO ImpactPearlMarch15.indd   1 3/4/15   10:24 AM
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1-877-426-6763
Find more getaway ideas at: www.PlayInConroe.com

VisitConroe (tx)

Start planning a spring 
weekend with our 
FREE Vacation Guide!

S     pend a weekend in Conroe and experience two of the Houston-area’s 
     Top 10 rated craft breweries of 2015.  B-52 and Southern Star 
Brewing Companies open up their tasting rooms Fridays and Saturdays 
to folks far and wide who all share a love of the brew.  
     Head over to www.PlayInConroe.com, book a room for the weekend 
and check out what all else there is to do in Conroe once the growlers 
and pints aand pints are empty.

We’re Rolling out the
Barrels in Conroe

To bring you barrels of weekend fun
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Now Open
MISSOURI CITY Starbucks 
opened a new location in January 
at 9650 Hwy. 6, Missouri City. The 
coffeehouse chain offers a wide 
variety of coffee options, including 
espressos, hot teas, iced teas and 
seasonal drinks. 281-431-0157. 
www.starbucks.com

Coming Soon
MISSOURI CITY Texas Fresh 
Juice is opening its doors in mid-
May at 8790 Hwy. 6, Ste. 160, 
Missouri City. The organic juice 
shop prepares a variety of in-house 
organic vegetable and fruit juices 
for customers. 
info@texasfreshjuice.com

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston Metro editions

Full stories online at impactnews.com

SLPD, MCPD take steps to implement 
departmentwide body camera programs

Finish Line Sports

SUGAR LAND Following the 2014 
fatal shooting of an unarmed teenager 
by a police officer in Ferguson, Mis-
souri, a critical eye on law enforcement 
has police departments across the U.S. 
researching different technologies to 
improve transparency and safety.

In an effort to strengthen com-
munication with residents and to 
ensure officer safety, the Sugar Land 
and Missouri City police departments 
are taking steps to implement depart-
mentwide body camera programs.

SLPD is adding an additional 30 body 
cameras to its force, while MCPD is in 
the middle of its 90-day pilot program to 
test five different body camera vendors.

Doug Adolph, assistant communi-
cations director for the city of Sugar 
Land, said as the city grows, body-worn 
cameras are becoming tools to assist 
officers in the field as well as in court.

“[SLPD] takes a proactive approach 
to utilizing technology to assist police 
officers and ensure Sugar Land remains 

among the nation’s safest cities,” he said. 
“We believe this tool could be beneficial 
for our department, and we’re cur-
rently evaluating its effectiveness.”

MCPD Chief Michael Berezin 
said a departmentwide body cam-
era program would also help provide 
a third perspective for officers dur-
ing encounters with the public.

“While officers are out there watch-
ing people’s hands, watching traffic and 
making sure nobody is walking up on 
them, there are a lot of things for the 
officer to process, and it would be nice if 
he or she has the camera on,” he said.

SLPD began fitting officers with 
Axon body-worn cameras in November 
after purchasing 30 cameras through 
general funds. To move forward with 
a departmentwide program, SLPD 
applied for $34,452 in grant funds 
through the Criminal Justice Division 
of the Texas Governor’s office in Feb-
ruary for an additional 30 cameras.
Full story by Connor Hyde

SUGAR LAND When Andy Stew-
art opened Finish Line Sports in 1985 
in Sugar Land, his goal was to pro-
vide more than just running shoes 
and equipment to the community. 

Stewart said he wanted to engage 
residents by offering local races 
they could participate in as well as 
find ways to give back to the com-
munity where he was raised.   

After 30 years of owning and run-
ning Finish Line Sports, Stewart has 
been successful in expanding beyond 
the retail aspect of the business and into 
community outreach. Stewart hosts 
five annual races, coaches and prepares 
runners for various races and donates 
to 20 local and Houston charities.
Full story by Connor Hyde
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13895 Hwy. 59, Sugar Land
281-242-7700
www.slfinishlinesports.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
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Sugar Creek Blvd.

At TDECU Mortgage, our priority is helping our 
members find the best options to make home ownership 
a reality. Offering you up to 103% financing is our way 
of helping you make it happen.

We’ll even take it a step further and give you $250 if we 
can’t meet or beat a competitor’s rate on the purchase 
or refinance of your home after closing.

Give us a call or come visit us at any of our local 
member centers.

Don’t wait! Apply and get pre-approved today! 

Be YOU and Belong.

Be you. Belong.

Credit approval required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. Additional loan options available for primary 
residences, second homes, investment properties and refinances. We require the Truth in Lending, Good Faith 
Estimate and HUD-1 closing statement from the competitor for comparison purposes in order to receive the 
$250 if we can’t meet or beat your qualified rate. Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete requirements. 
Offer cannot be combined with any other TDECU Mortgage offer. 6004.8-CIPEAR-APR   7957.04

TDECU.org/mortgage
800.839.1154 x4614

BE 103% HAPPIER.
Our home loans can make it happen.

7957.04 2015 Q2 Morgage Pearland Ad v01.indd   1 3/19/15   11:27 AM
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A Treasure Found  ·  SedonaLakes.com
New Homes from the $280s to the $600s

Sedona Lakes’ enviable location ensures quick commutes and more time with loved ones. Whether it’s 
relaxed afternoons in the park with a friend, the comforting feeling of arriving home or the sound of your 
child’s laughter, Sedona Lakes is full of hidden treasures. 

Gracious homes welcome family and friends. Neighborly amenities and events evoke a hometown ambiance. 
Acclaimed Alvin ISD schools reassure parents who want the best for their children. Sedona Lakes is where 
families thrive and happy memories multiply. Shouldn’t Sedona Lakes be home to what you treasure most?

Within minutes of Downtown and the Texas Medical Center

TREASUREthe tranquility

*Rating cited in Houstonia  
  Magazine, March 30,2015

*

©2012 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated.*Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other 
offer. **SAT and PSAT are registered trademarks of the College Entrance Examination Board. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. The College Entrance 
Examination Board and ACT, Inc. were not involved in the production of, and do not endorse, this program.

SAVE $88*
when you call before 05/15/15

Pearland
3205 E Broadway (FM 518)

281-485-3365

TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES?  

WE CAN HELP.
READING • WRITING • MATH • STUDY SKILLS 

 SPELLING • VOCABULARY • PHONICS

1:1 EXAM PREP • SAT/ACT** • STATE TESTS

Pearland.HuntingtonHelps.com

Explore the all-new

•  Redesigned with you in mind

•  Hundreds of local coupons

•  Easily browse or search

•  Local and regional deals

•  Redeem right on your phone
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could be a lot of good opportunities for 
nightlife and small conventions,” Pearland 
Mayor Tom Reid said. “We’re beginning to 
be a very cosmopolitan suburb of Hous-
ton, so we really need something [like the 
Ivy District] in our community to add to 
our quality of life.”

Already the site of Bass Pro Shops and 
Dover Energy—both 150,000-square-foot 
facilities—Lower Kirby will get an added 
economic boost of more than 900 jobs and 
$3 million in tax revenue upon comple-
tion of the Ivy District, according to Mod-
ern Green Development. 

Ivy District 
Pearland City Council approved the Ivy 

District project in September after a suc-
cessful zoning change. 

The plan for the Ivy District is in its 
implementation phase as Modern Green 
continues to create development agree-
ments, analyzes the surrounding market 
for additional development opportunities 
and completes the necessary traffic impact 
and drainage studies, Hayes said. 

Construction of the future develop-
ment will be done in two phases, he said.  
Phase 1 of construction—which includes 
public space along Clear Creek, a 150-
room hotel with a 15,000-square-foot con-
ference center, offices, retail and 575 resi-
dential units—is expected to begin in the 
fourth quarter of 2015. The approximately 
15 acres of recreational space alongside 
Clear Creek will be completed before the 
first building is occupied and will include 
amenities, such as trails, picnic areas and 
pavilions. The remaining residential and 
retail space will be part of Phase 2.

Plans include more than 800,000 square 
feet of retail, office and hotel space, plus a 
10,000-square-foot convention center at 
the base of a residential unit. The Ivy Dis-
trict will also feature a retirement com-
munity, which will have various assisted 
living options, rehabilitation and medical 
services, and restaurant and entertainment 
spaces aimed at senior citizens. The retire-
ment center will be built during Phase 1.

Development issues
Development in Lower Kirby does, 

however, face some challenges that Mod-
ern Green will likely have to address. 
In 2009 the Pearland Economic Devel-
opment Corporation and the city 
selected Gateway Planning Group—a 

President Matt Buchanan said. “[We 
wanted] to see how we could best work 
with the biosector and existing landown-
ers over time to develop the district in 
phases and be responsive to [businesses] 
as they came in. So far I think we’ve been 
real successful with that plan.” 

A lack of thoroughfares and drainage 
issues were some of the early challenges 
identified within the district. Those prob-
lems are compounded because the area’s 
land has multiple owners, city officials said.

“Besides [Kirby Drive] there’s really 
no roads in the district,” Buchanan said. 
“And you have multiple fragmented prop-
erty owners, so it’s not like one developer 
can come in and just buy one piece of 
property. You’d have to buy probably 60 
pieces of property to carry out any type 

of development plan.”
Due to these factors, the Lower Kirby 

area needs to be built in stages, Buchanan 
said. Gateway Planning came up with a 
cooperative plan to address the problem 
with drainage.

“Our planning process was to help bring 
all the landowners together and to create 
a strategy to invest in a regional drainage 
mechanism for the municipal manage-
ment districts and the property owners,” 
Gateway Planning President Scott Polikov 
said. “That’s the way to create a higher 
development potential with more value.”

Ivy District
Continued from | 1

A WORK IN PROGRESS
Matt Buchanan, Pearland 
Economic Development 
Corporation president, 
said multiple companies 
are considering the Lower 
Kirby area. Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries is constructing a 
manufacturing and service 
facility on Kirby Drive.

“We’re just kind of in our infancy 
here in the Lower Kirby area,” 
he said. “We’ve had a lot of 
good. Mitsubishi and Dover 
[Energy] are two of the better 
names you’ll find in the world in 
corporations, so I think we’re off 
to a good start.”

Pearland | Friendswood Edition • April 2015 21

Which aspect of the multiuse Ivy District project are 
you most looking forward to seeing completed?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/plf-poll

town-planning, transportation design and 
economic development company—to cre-
ate a comprehensive infrastructure plan 
for the Lower Kirby Urban Center. 

“The EDC hired Gateway Planning to 
look at infrastructure and land use and 
try to bring everything together,” PEDC 

Most of the 1,200 acres of land that make up the Lower Kirby Urban Center was annexed in 1999 by the 
city of Pearland. The location near two highways made it a prime area for development for as long as it 
has been a part of the city, said Matt Buchanan, Pearland Economic Development Corporation president.
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RESEARCH/TECH CAMPUS

COMMERCIAL TRANSITION

GREENSPACE
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MITSUBISHI HEAVY INDUSTRIES DOVER ENERGY MERIT MEDICAL BASS PRO SHOPS
Merit Medical opened in 2014 
and has 190 employees. The 
research and manufacturing 
facility has plans to expand by 
about 93,000 square feet.

Dover Energy’s 150,000-square-
foot manufacturing center 
opened in 2014. The facility will 
bring $23.8 million in capital 
investment to the city.

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 
broke ground on its new facility 
in January. The 140,000-square-
foot facility is expected to bring 
more than 100 jobs to Pearland.

The largest employer in the 
Lower Kirby area, Bass Pro 
Shops created 225 jobs for its 
150,000-square-foot store in 
Pearland.

Sources: Pearland Economic Development Corporation, Pearland Chamber of Commerce
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LOWER KIRBY URBAN CENTER
SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE

MERIT
MEDICAL

DOVER
ENERGY

BASS PRO
SHOPS

“[We wanted] to see how we could best work 
with the biosector and existing land owners 
over time to develop the district in phases and 
be responsive to [businesses] as they came in. 
So far I think we’ve been real successful with 
that plan.”

—Matt Buchanan, Pearland Economic Development Corporation  president

M
IT

SU
BI

SH
I

HE
AV

Y 
IN

DU
ST

RI
ES

THE IVY
DISTRICT

288

LAND USE DESIGNATIONS WITHIN LOWER KIRBY URBAN CENTER

LOWER KIRBY VISION
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COMING 
IN JUNE

Where local lives.

ALL-NEW & COMPLETELY REDESIGNED
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who have [bachelor’s] degrees, and we 
are trying to get that done,” Thompson 
said. “We need space to accommodate the 
growth.”

Degree offerings
In 2013, 49 percent of nurses in Texas 

held an associate degree, 39.6 percent 
reported graduating from a four-year pro-
gram and 0.4 percent achieved a master’s 
degree, according to the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services.

A number of health care providers now 
require registered nurses to have a bachelor 
of science in nursing or a more advanced 
degree as part of an effort to improve 
patient outcomes, said Kacie Spencer, dean 
for the Pearland campus of Chamberlain 
College of Nursing. 

“Today, nearly half of hospitals and 
other health care settings require incoming 
nurses to have a BSN,” Spencer said. “This 
heightened focus on baccalaureate educa-
tion puts a spotlight on nursing programs 
that offer continuing education or degree-
completion opportunities for many of the 
RNs who aspire to advance their education.”

The Bachelor of Science in Nursing pro-
gram offered at UHCL-Pearland provides 
another level of education to registered 
nurses. It offers junior- and senior-level 
courses to students who complete their 
first two years at neighboring community 
colleges. 

“One of the biggest shortages we have 
right now is the amount of nurses who have 
a bachelor’s degree,” said Karen Alexander, 
UHCL-Pearland nursing program director. 
“And that’s the focus of our program and 
how and why it was created.”

In its first semester the UHCL-Pearland 
program maxed out in student capacity. In 
other words, the school expected to receive 
30 students for its first year but admitted 29 
for the first semester alone, she said.

Spencer said the 2014 opening of Cham-
berlain’s Pearland campus increased access 
to baccalaureate nursing education for stu-
dents across Texas. 

“Chamberlain students benefit from 
a student-centric learning environment 
enhanced by small class sizes, personal-
ized attention from faculty, diverse clin-
ical-learning opportunities, experiential 
learning and a singular focus on preparing 
nurses for successful careers,” she said.

Looking forward
Needed space for the nursing program at 

UHCL-Pearland amounts to about 60,000 
square feet, Thompson said. The proposed 
health sciences building would sit on about 
15 of 40 available acres, which is owned 
by the city of Pearland. Thompson’s bill 
is still in its infancy, and he said he hopes 
it will receive a hearing before state Rep. 
John Zerwas, R-Simonton, who heads the 
House’s Higher Education Committee, in 
the coming months.

Zerwas has submitted a separate House 

in bedside nursing,” Edgar said. “We do 
have the vast majority of our positions at 
Pearland filled at this time, but we are on a 
growth trajectory that will continue to add 
new positions to our staff.”

Robert Kitto, system director for talent 
acquisition at Memorial Hermann, said 
the hospital offers a nursing residency 
program to help graduate nurses continue 
their education and improve their skills as 
well as to improve nurse retention. It offers 

Nursing
Continued from | 1
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Nursing 
trends

Nursing supply ratio

Roughly 25% of nurses in the workforce are 
within 10 years of retirement

Registered nurses per 100,000 people
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The nurse supply ratio—the number of RNs per 100,000 people—
is steadily rising in Harris County and is on the rise in Galveston 
County. The nursing supply ratio in Brazoria County, despite being on 
the rise, still remains well below the state average. 

Harris 
County

Brazoria 
County

Galveston 
County

Between 2005 and 2020 demand for registered 
nurses in Texas is expected to increase by 
86 percent while supply is only expected to 
increase by 53 percent.

Source: Texas Center for Nursing Workforce Studies
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guidance and instruction from clinical 
experts as well as projects and classes.

“The goal of our program is to provide a 
supportive environment for these nurses to 
develop professionally and to acquire work-
ing experience,” he said. “This program is an 
investment in the future of nursing for our 
industry and for the community we serve.”

PEARLAND NURSING PROGRAMS
Chamberlain College of Nursing University of Houston-Clear Lake
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bill to allocate about $24 million in funding 
for the construction of the health sciences 
building. Thompson said if his bill fails to 
receive support, he would work with Zer-
was to try and increase the amount of funds 
for the building.

“The [Pearland campus] is a little dif-
ferent from other campuses in that it is 
essentially an agreement between the city 
of Pearland and UHCL, so it is, in sorts, 
a rent-a-home arrangement,” Thompson 
said. “The state has not put any money into 
that campus. I feel like it has all been done 
locally, and now it’s time for the state to 
step up and participate.”

Supply and demand
With the opening of the Pearland Medi-

cal Center and construction projects by 
both Memorial Hermann and the Meth-
odist Hospital systems, nurses and trained 
professionals are, and will continue to be, 
in high demand, Pearland Mayor Tom 
Reid said. Expanding the UHCL-Pearland 
nursing program and building a health 
science center would also increase the pos-
sibility of more medical facilities choosing 
to build in Pearland and the surrounding 
areas, he said.

“[The hospitals] express a desire and need 
to have hundreds of employees—a major 
number being nurses—so there is a need for 
a large number of trained nurses in the area, 
and we have the opportunity to provide that 
training,” Reid said.

A nationwide nursing shortage continues 
to create staffing problems in Greater Hous-
ton area hospitals. The U.S. Bureau of Health 
Professions projects a shortage of 808,000 
registered nurses nationally by 2020. Retir-
ing nurses and increased demand following 
the implementation of President Barack 
Obama’s health care law are both expected 
to contribute to the shortage. 

Between 2005 and 2020 demand for regis-
tered nurses in Texas is expected to increase 
by 86 percent while supply is only expected 
to increase by 53 percent, according to the 
Texas Center for Nursing Workforce Studies.

Chris Van Deusen, spokesman for the 
Department of State Health Services, said 
the nurse supply ratio—a figure deter-
mined by comparing population to total 
number of RNs—increased 47.6 percent in 
Texas from 2007 to 2013. The nurse supply 
ratio for Texas in 2013 was 737 per 100,000 
people, which falls well below the national 
ratio last measured at around 920 in a 2010 
American Community Survey.

However local providers said they are 
managing to keep up with the demand. 
Pearland Medical Center had a wide pool 
of candidates to choose from when filling 
its staff, said Nancy Edgar, vice president 
of human resources with HCA Gulf Coast 
Division, the parent organization of the 
Pearland Medical Center.

“The solutions to this nationwide chal-
lenge are long term in nature and involve 
continuing the flow of new nurses into 
the profession and continuing to improve 
the work environment for our tenured 
nurses, particularly those who want to stay 

865



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com24

Neighborhood data provided by 
Grant King

Keller Williams Pearland
713-829-6337

grantking@kw.com
www.grantkingrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

Located just minutes from the Texas Medical 
Center, Hobby Airport, area restaurants and 
the Pearland Town Center, Sunrise Lakes 
was started in 1999 to offer a community that 
focused on a convenient location and relaxing 
amenities.

Sunrise Lakes, 77584

2504 Sun Glen Drive  $190,000

3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  1,924 sq. ft.
Agent: Yun Truong
Alpha Max Realty Inc. 713-593-3121

9102 Sunrise Trail  $260,000

3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,122sq. ft. 
Agent: Pamela Walston 
Realty Results 281-808-0902

2507 Sunray Court  $245,000

4-5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,832 sq. ft.
Agent: Beverly Smith
Keller Williams Pearland 281-384-3281

2524 Sunlight Lane  $258,900

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,554 sq. ft. 
Agent: Massimo Ongaro 
RE/MAX Top Realty 713-922-3878

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 4/1/2015

Build-out year: 2005

Square footage: 1,900-3,800

Price range: $300,000-$900,000

HOA dues (estimated): $450 annually 

Amenities: Lake, tennis courts, playground, 
swimming pool, splash park, clubhouse

Schools: Lawhon Elementary, Sablatura Middle, 
Pearland Junior High West, Dawson High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Pearland  0.7121 
Brazoria County Drainage District No. 4 0.1560 
Brazoria County 0.4385 
Brazoria County MUD No. 17  0.5200 
County Road and Bridge  0.0600 
Pearland ISD 1.4157 
 
Total (per $100 value) 3.3023

6

Homes on 
the market*

$6,395

Median annual 
property taxes

$222,000

Median 
home value

63

Average days 
on the market*

5

Homes under 
contract*

$85.96

Median price 
per square foot

77581

518

288

521

77089

77584

77578

77546

45

35

FRIENDSWOOD

MANVEL

6

                                         Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 77581 77584 77578 77546

$149,999 or less 2/60 6/16 1/182 7/48

$150,000–$199,999 12/77 18/40 5/62 7/20

$200,000–$299,999 28/47 67/34 23/53 6/68

$300,000–$399,999 11/47 57/80 10/47 15/52

$400,000–$499,999 3/49 34/80 19/118 12/46

$500,000–$599,999 1/25 13/151 14/211 10/132

$600,000–$799,999 1/1496 2/89 3/216 21/77

$800,000–$999,999 — 1/6 — 5/98

$1 million + — 1/94 — 9/260

Market Data On the market  (March 2015)
Price 77581 77584 77578 77546

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

$150,000

$125,000

$100,000

$75,000

Median price of homes sold  March 2014 vs.  March 2015

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

PEARLAND

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION NOW MORE THAN ONE MILLION, MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS 

RECEIVE COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER THAN ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.

1,000,000More than 

Eyes of Texas are upon us


