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PEARLAND 20/20 STRATEGIC PLAN

A beautification project for the intersection of Hwy. 288 and FM 518 in 
Pearland is planned as part of the Pearland 20/20 strategic plan. The plan 
includes the installation of a pear sculpture that will sit on both sides of 
Hwy. 288 as well as the planting of greenery, the addition of special paving 
and the construction of a six-foot sidewalk under the overpass.
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Pearland Medical Center opened 
its doors to city Feb. 3
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Area groups join forces to create strategic 
plan for future development, growth of city

Pearland 20/20 vision to 
shape, guide community

By Carrie Taylor
Pearland organizations, com-

munity members and leaders 
have come together to improve 
all aspects of living in the city 
through Pearland 20/20—a 
long-term improvement plan for  
the city. 

From mobility to education, 
strategies on all fronts within 
Pearland 20/20 are moving for-
ward this year. Crafted by the 
Pearland Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and approved 
by Pearland City Council and the 
Pearland Chamber of Commerce 
in spring 2014, the plan empha-
sizes nine strategies to be imple-
mented in the next five years. 

“The Pearland 20/20 strate-
gic plan is a blueprint to address 
specific challenges and work 
on opportunities for economic 
growth,” Pearland Mayor Tom 
Reid said. “As we go through 
this process, our hope is that by 
focusing on the strategic priori-
ties in the plan, we will be able to 
increase high-value development 
in the city and boost our tax base.”

Joining forces
Although the PEDC designed 

the plan, it is not spearheading all 
of the plan’s projects. The PEDC, 
City Council and chamber have 
partnered with 30 other com-
munity organizations, including 
Harris County and the United 
Way of Brazoria County, to 
implement the plan’s strategies.

PEDC President Matt 
Buchanan said most of the proj-
ects detailed in the plan would 
likely be implemented regard-
less of the plan’s creation. How-
ever, Pearland 20/20 helps keep 
growth on the right track. 

About $1.4 million is being 
funded through a mix of public, 
private, institutional and phil-
anthropic sources for the plan, 
with about $274,500 being spent 
each year. The money will be 
spent mostly on studies, market-
ing and educational initiatives 
for the public. However, many of 
the large-scale projects have their 
own budgets through the organi-
zations working on those projects. 

For example, road projects will 

require funding from the state, 
and Alvin ISD will fund the con-
struction of its own schools.

“This plan really tries to focus 
on [the] product of the commu-
nity,” Buchanan said. “It’s about 
how we improve as a product so 
we can compete in the region for 
jobs and quality of life.”

Alan Mueller, member of the 
the plan’s implementation com-
mittee and vice president of the 
Houston-based company Gro-
max Construction, said the goals 
set in the plan are just targets and 

will continue to be re-evaluated. 
“We are setting these targets and 

are going to work toward them, 
but they will be re-evaluated and 
we will set new targets down the 
road—that’s the most important 
part of any plan,” Mueller said. 
“The community is not static, and 
the plan cannot be static either.”

Mobility and corridors
The mobility strategy includes 

the continuation of planning and 
constructing priority road and 

See Pearland 20/20 | 16

Costly materials, labor shortage 
present builders with challenges

Climbing construction costs continue 
to create problems for development

By Shawn Arrajj and Stephen Garcia
An increase in building material costs and 

a shortage of skilled laborers—two problems 
construction companies in the Greater Hous-
ton area faced in 2014—are expected to con-
tinue in 2015.

The rising cost of materials has raised con-
struction costs. At the same time, a shortage 
of skilled laborers has led to an increase in  
wages, which also drives up costs and con-
tributes to the problem, according to area 

builders and developers.
Rising construction costs have had notable 

effects on the development of the Greater 
Houston area’s major projects, including 
some in Pearland and Friendswood.

Officials with Alvin ISD said construction 
costs are monitored and taken into account 
when new schools and buildings are being 
considered.

Local effects
AISD is set to open its third comprehen-

sive high school in August 2016. The con-
struction cost for the 72-acre, three-story 

See Labor, materials | 18
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BUILDING 
    EXPENSES
                 RISING

With the rising demand in the Greater Houston 
area, construction costs continue to rise.
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Creating Houston’s Finest Communities

VisitWestRanch.com

New Homes from the $190s - $300s

Highly-Rated Alvin ISD Schools

SIX FURNISHED MODEL HOMES 
OPEN DAILY

Lakes of Savannah is located on Hwy. 6, 

2.3 miles west of Hwy. 288 and 4.5 miles 

east of the Ft. Bend Pkwy.           

Lakes of Savannah.com

FriendswoodDevelopment.com

Village Builders | David Weekley Homes | Partners in Building

Highland Homes | Lennar | Westin Homes | Anglia Homes
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After attending galas 
for both the Pearland and 
Friendswood chambers 
of commerce earlier this 
month and seeing the 
great turnout of busi-
nesses and supporters, I 
was reminded that local 
business is thriving in 
both communities. 

It was clear to me the 
residents and business 
owners in each commu-

nity have a vested interest in the growth, development 
and preservation of their cities. 

In an effort to better provide you—our readers—with 
in-depth news coverage that is both useful and relevant, 
we attend city council and school board meetings every 
month to ensure we are informed on issues pertaining 
to business, infrastructure, education, government, 
growth and development.  

If you are interested in what the local city and county 

governments and school districts are doing, be sure to 
follow us on Twitter as we will tweet live updates from 
the meetings. In between issues, be sure to also fol-
low us on Facebook and check our website for stories 
throughout the month designed to keep you informed.

On Page 15, we have compiled information on the 
three school districts in the Pearland and Friendswood 
area, including information on student enrollment, 
property tax rates and district size. 

Information on transportation projects in the area can 
be found on Page 6. We will update this page monthly 
with information on road projects that are either pro-
posed, under construction or have been completed. 

Community Impact Newspaper is committed to 
building communities of informed citizens and thriv-
ing businesses. To help us accomplish this goal, we value 
community feedback, so please share your thoughts and 
concerns with us. 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

What aspect of Pearland’s 20/20 vision 
are you most looking forward to seeing 
completed? 

  Mobility projects

  Parks and recreation projects

  Beautification projects

  Major corridor development projects 

  Multiuse events center

  Development of Lower Kirby Urban District

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/plf-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

WHO WE ARE

WHY IS IT FREE?

WHO GETS IT?

Publishers and founders John and Jennifer Garrett began  
Community Impact Newspaper after realizing the need for news 
with a hyperlocal focus in north Austin. It has grown to include 
eight editions in Central Texas and three in the Dallas/Fort 
Worth area. The Greater Houston area has editions in Cy-Fair, 
Tomball/Magnolia, The Woodlands, Katy, Sugar Land/Missouri 
City and Spring/Klein. Now this same unbiased coverage is  
being distributed to residents in Pearland and Friendswood. 

The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and businesses in the 
coverage area. We do not mail to post office boxes, but  
copies are available at the Pearland and Friendswood  
chambers of commerce, at the Community Impact Newspaper 
offices in Houston and online at impactnews.com. 

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.

Readers will not be billed because the paper is ad supported. 
Editorial content is never paid for and has a journalistic integrity 
uncommon for a free publication.
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right around the corner when you need 
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St., Ste. 117, Pearland. The nationwide 
smoothie chain offers patrons the ability 
to create custom smoothies that are made 
with fresh fruit and vegetables. Smoothie 
King also sells snacks and supplements as 
well as catering services.  
www.smoothieking.com

6  Christian Brothers Automotive 
opened in mid-February at 9245 S. Sam 
Houston Parkway E., Houston. The 
business provides complete automotive 
repair, brake checks and other vehicle 
services. 832-356-4401. www.cbac.com

7  Microsoft opened a new retail 
location in the fall in Baybrook Mall, 
1132 Baybrook Mall Drive, Friendswood. 
The retail shop sells a variety of 
Microsoft products, offers customers 
technical support and advice, and also 
hosts various in-store events.  
281-204-6970. www.microsoft.com

Coming Soon

8  Moe’s Southwest Grill will open this 
spring at 15718 S. Hwy. 288, Pearland. 
The Southwest-style eatery specializes 
in burritos, quesadillas, tacos, nachos, 
salads and burrito bowls that customers 
can customize with their own toppings.  
www.moes.com

9  Chipotle plans to open a store this 
summer at 2650 Pearland Parkway, 
Pearland. The fast casual Mexican 
restaurant chain offers burritos, tacos, 
salads and burrito bowls and also offers 
housemade margaritas.  
www.chipotle.com

10  Mattress Firm will open a new 
Pearland location this spring in the 
Center at Pearland Parkway at  
2615 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. 
Mattress Firm offers a variety of brand-
name mattresses, furniture and other 
bedroom accessories as well as same-day 
delivery services. www.mattressfirm.com

11  Orangetheory Fitness will open this 
spring at 9517 W. Broadway St., Ste. 115, 

Now Open

1  The city’s first hospital, Pearland 
Regional Medical Center, opened  
Feb. 3 at 11100 Shadow Creek Parkway, 
Pearland. The facility features 33 beds 
and includes inpatient and outpatient 
surgery, labor and delivery, cesarean–
section operating rooms and surgical 
suites. The hospital houses about 
150 physicians and offers a variety of 
services, including cardiovascular, 
imaging, emergency, surgery and 
women’s care services, such as 3-D 
mammograms and breast biopsies.  
713-770-7000. www.pearlandmc.com

2  BridgePoint Academy opened in 
the fall at 12801 Broadway St., Pearland. 
BridgePoint is an early childhood 
development center that offers classes 
and programs for children from infants 
through kindergarten. The campus 
houses separate classrooms for each age 
group as well as two outdoor playground 
sets. 832-440-0819.  
www.bridgepointacademy.org

3  County Line Event Center opened 
in the fall at 18232 CR 127, Pearland. 
Owned by Meloney and Jeff Bean, the 
3,000-square-foot venue is available 

to host weddings, anniversary parties, 
corporate events and other special 
occasions. County Line Event Center 
can accommodate about 100 guests and 
provides several different event packages. 
281-482-9000.  
www.countylineeventcenter.com

4  Jalisco Grill opened in December at 
1635 Broadway St., Ste. 125, Pearland. 
The restaurant features a wide variety  
of traditional Tex-Mex entrees.  
281-993-8247. 

5  Smoothie King opened a new location 
in mid-February at 9515 W. Broadway 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

LASER SURGERY • HEEL SPUR SURGERY • HAMMERTOES • BUNIONS • FRACTURES 

INGROWN TOE NAILS  • SPORTS & ANKLE INJURIES • DIABETIC & NEUROTHERAPHY CAREINGROWN TOE NAILS  • SPORTS & ANKLE INJURIES • DIABETIC & NEUROTHERAPHY CARE
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Pearland. Construction is underway, 
and the facility will announce in the 
near future its grand opening date along 
with its VIP party for members and 
those interested in touring the facility. 
Presale for memberships is currently 
open. Orangetheory gyms offer members 
personal training, weight loss programs 
and other fitness services. 281-377-1723.  
www.orangetheoryfitness.com

12  Bringing its massage services to the  
Center at Pearland Parkway, Massage 
Envy Spa will open in the spring at 
2615 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. 
Massage Envy offers a variety of 
massage treatments, including 
reflexology, prenatal massages and 
geriatric massages. The business features 
one- to –two-hour sessions as well as 
aromatherapy, deep muscle therapy and 
facials. www.massageenvy.com 

13  Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt will open  
a new Pearland location this spring 
at 2615 Pearland Parkway, Pearland. 
Menchie’s sells a variety of yogurt 
flavors, such as pineapple cake, and 
features a bar of toppings for customers 
to choose from. Low-fat and sugar-free 
options are available.  
www.menchies.com

14  A Sprint retail facility will open 
this spring at 2615 Pearland Parkway, 
Pearland. The facility sells plans for 
cell phones, tablets and other devices, 
while offering cell phone and tablet 
accessories and helping customers who 
are experiencing problems with Sprint 
products. www.sprint.com

15  European Wax Center is opening 
a location at the Center at Pearland 
Parkway this spring at 2615 Pearland 
Parkway, Pearland. European Wax 
Center sells a variety of skin care 
products and offers waxing treatments 
for men and women for the face and rest 
of the body. www.waxcenter.com

16  Houston-based salad bar franchise 
Salata will open a Pearland location in 

April at 2803 Business Center Drive, Ste. 
120. The restaurant offers a fresh salad 
bar as well as wraps, soups and breads, 
with dozens of fruit and vegetable 
toppings and produce. Online ordering 
services are also available.  
www.salata.com

Relocations

17  The original Perry’s Steakhouse and 
Grille, which opened in 1993 on Bay Area 
Boulevard in Clear Lake, will relocate in 
November to a new location in Baybrook 
Mall. The 10,000-square-foot eatery will 
expose part of the kitchen to give guests a 
look behind the scenes. Perry’s specializes 
in a variety of steak selections and also 
features its Bar 79, which is stocked with 
a wide selection of wines. The steakhouse  
hosts live music and offers happy hours. 
281-286-8800.  
www.perryssteakhouse.com

New Management

18  Derek Phillips began taking 
ownership of the Christian Brothers 
Automotive location in November at 
1553 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood, 
and transitioned to its official owner in 
February. Phillips relocated from working 
in CBA’s corporate office. The auto shop 
provides complete automotive repair, 
brake checks and other vehicle services. 
281-816-5928. www.cbac.com

Expansions

19  Construction is in full swing on the 
expansion at Baybrook Mall, at  
1132 Baybrook Mall Drive, Friendswood. 
The expansion will add about 555,000 
square feet of additions to the 1.2-million-
square-foot mall. The mall additions will 
make room for more than 30 retailers, 
10 restaurants and entertainment and 
hospitality venues. A single-story parking 
deck is also being constructed along with 
a grass lawn at the center of the area, 
which will serve as a gathering spot for 
visitors. 281-488-4627.  
www.baybrookmall.com

20  St. Andrews Episcopal Church 
opened its new outreach center Mosaic 
Campus and celebrated its first service 
Feb. 8. Worship services are held at  
6 p.m. every Sunday at the new location, 
which is at 11901 Shadow Creek Parkway, 
Pearland. A discussion group is held at 5 
p.m. each Sunday. 832-243-1898.  
www.pearlandmosaic.weebly.com

Renovations

21  Work continues on the Pearland 
Golf Course at Country Place at 3123 
Flower Field Lane, Pearland. Last fall, the 
course renovated its first nine holes with 
new greens, tee boxes and irrigation. 
However, renovations continue on the 
back nine holes. The golf course also 
houses a full-service grill, pro shop and 
meeting rooms. 713-773-9603.  
www.countryplacegolfclub.com 

In the News

The Pearland ISD Education 
Foundation named Natalie Clogston its 
full-time coordinator Feb. 2. Clogston 
has more than 10 years of experience 
in education and formerly worked as 
a career specialist within Pearland 
ISD’s career and technical education 
department where she assisted the 
opening of Turner College and Career 
High School. She has a master’s degree in 
educational administration.  
www.pearlandisd.org/foundation.cfm

Vic Coppinger Family YMCA welcomed 
Mariana Gonzalez as its new district 
executive director in November. 
Gonzalez also provides leadership for 
the Edgar A. Smith Family YMCA 
in Webster. Gonzalez has worked for 
the YMCA network since 1996 in 
Florida and Chicago before coming 
to Houston. She received a bachelor’s 
degree in fine arts from Stephen F. 
Austin State University and a doctorate 
of chiropractic degree from the Texas 
Chiropractic College.  
www.ymcahouston.org/ 
vic-coppinger  News or questions about Pearland/Friendswood? 

E-mail plfnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Carrie Taylor

BridgePoint Academy early childhood develop-
ment center opened last fall.
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County Line Event Center opened last fall in 
Pearland at 18232 CR 127.
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Baybrook Mall is undergoing an expansion that 
will add 555,000 square feet worth of additions. 
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David L. Smith Realty 

TheLegacy Group

4418 BROADWAY (FM 518), PEARLAND  •  281-485-0244  •  WWW.DSMITHREALTY.COM
SUSAN S. LENAMON – BROKER/OWNER

SERVING THE 

AREA SINCE
Pearland 

1960
MEET 

OUR NEW 
AGENT

VANESSA BAZAN 
BATEMAN

Jalisco Grill opened in December at 1635 Broad-
way St., Ste. 125, and offers daily specials. 
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1   Hwy. 288 toll lanes
A project to alleviate traffic congestion, 
toll lanes will be added on Hwy. 288. 
Construction on the Brazoria County 
and Texas Department of Transportation 
project is expected to begin this 
summer. Four tolled lanes—two in each 
direction—will be added from Hwy. 59 to 
CR 58. The 10.4-mile stretch of toll lanes 
will be constructed by TxDOT through a 
comprehensive development agreement. 
TxDOT’s share of the project includes 
direct connectors to the Texas Medical 
Center and Beltway 8. Brazoria County 
has nearly completed the design phase 
for its portion, which runs from Clear 
Creek to CR 58.

Timeline: Construction on TxDOT’s 
portion is expected to begin by the 
summer and end in summer 2018. 
Construction could begin in late 2015 on 
Brazoria County’s portion.
Cost: $715 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT, Brazoria 
County

2   Kirby Drive expansion
Kirby Drive will have more lanes installed 
from roughly 1,500 feet south of FM 518 to 
4,800 feet south of FM 518. The city of 
Pearland will expand the thoroughfare from 

Road from Blackhawk Boulevard to FM 518. 
The stretch in Harris County, from Hibiscus 
Lane to Blackhawk Boulevard, will expand 
from two lanes to a four-lane thoroughfare 
with medians, new sidewalks and an 
improved drainage system. The portion in 
Galveston County, which runs from Hibiscus 
Lane to FM 518, will become a three-lane 
thoroughfare that includes a dedicated 
turn lane, new sidewalks and drainage 
improvements. 

Timeline: The project is expected to be 
complete by fourth quarter 2015.
Cost: $5.3 million
Funding sources: Texas General Land 
Office grant, city of Friendswood

5   Max Road expansion
Max Road is being expanded from the future 
Hughes Ranch alignment and will connect to 
Reid Boulevard, just west of Food Town. The 
roadway will feature four lanes with concrete 
curbs and gutters as well as storm sewers, 
detention, traffic signals and raised medians. 
The environmental impact study is complete.

Timeline: The project is scheduled to be 
available for contractor bidding in May 2016.
Cost: $5 million 
Funding sources: H-GAC, city of Pearland

6   Smith Ranch Road expansion
Approximately 0.75 miles of Smith Ranch 
Road will be expanded from Hughes Ranch 
Road to north of FM 518. The two-lane 
thoroughfare with ditches will widen to four 
lanes with raised medians and underground 
drainage. The project has been placed 
in the Houston-Galveston Area Council’s 
Transportation Improvement Program, 
which prioritizes local projects to receive 
state and federal funding, with the city of 
Pearland expected to fund about 20 percent 
of the project. The design contract is under 
negotiation. The project is expected to be 
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available for contractor bidding in August 
2017.

Timeline: Once started, the project will 
take nine to 12 months to complete.
Cost: $5.2 million 
Funding sources: H-GAC, city of Pearland

7   McHard Road extension
A joint project between TxDOT and the city 
of Pearland, the extension of McHard Road 
from Cullen Boulevard to Mykawa Road 
is intended to create an east-west  
thoroughfare on the north side of Pearland. 
The project will include a four-lane roadway 
with curbs, gutters and raised medians as 
well as several signals and drainage work. 
Already six months into the design and 
environmental impact study, the process 
is likely to take two more years before 
construction will begin. Pearland and 
TxDOT will host an open house to discuss 
the two proposed alignments for the project 
at 6 p.m. March 24 at Dawson High School, 
2050 Cullen Blvd., Pearland. 

Timeline: The project is expected to take 
two years to construct and could be 
completed by late 2019.  
Cost: $42.7 million  
Funding sources: H-GAC, city of Pearland

8   Bailey Road improvements
Bailey Road will have lanes added as part 
of a TxDOT and city of Pearland project. 
The two-lane boulevard will expand to 
four lanes from Veterans Road to FM 
1128. The completed thoroughfare will 
include curbs, gutters, a raised median 
and improved drainage. 

Timeline: The design phase is 
complete, and the project will be 
available to bid in March. Construction 
could take two years. 
Cost: $28.2 million 
Funding sources: H-GAC, city of 
Pearland 

9   Pearland Parkway extension
Construction on the extension of Pearland 
Parkway from about 500 feet east of Oiler 
Drive to Dixie Farm Road is nearly complete. 
The project is about 80 percent complete. 
The 4,500-foot extension includes a four-
lane, concrete curb-and-gutter roadway 
with raised medians. A bridge crossing will 
also be constructed at Coward’s Creek. 
Traffic signals will be installed at Oiler Drive 
and Dixie Farm Road.

Timeline: The project is expected to be 
completed and open by late March or early 
April. 
Cost: $9.5 million  
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of Pearland

two lanes to four lanes with raised medians. 
The plan is to have the project completed 
before Alvin ISD opens its new high school in 
August 2016.

Timeline: Design is complete, and the 
project is expected to go to bid in March. 
The project is expected to take six to eight 
months to complete. 
Cost: $2.6 million
Funding sources: City of Pearland

3   Garden Road at FM 518 
The city of Pearland is nearly finished 
installing traffic signals and improving the 
median at the intersection of Garden 
Road and FM 518. Three of the four mast 
arms for the signals were completed in 
January, and the foundation for the final 
one was installed in early February. The 
mast was installed in mid-February. The 
project also includes wheelchair ramps, 
sidewalk extensions and additional 
signage along the roadway.  

Timeline: Once the fourth signal’s mast 
is installed, the arms and heads will 
follow.
Cost: $290,561
Funding sources: City of Pearland

4   Friendswood Link Road widening
The city of Friendswood, through a disaster 
recovery grant, will widen Friendswood Link 

Map not to scale

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plfnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Stephen Garcia
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Construction underway on first phase 
of 2 new sports complexes in Pearland
By Abigail Allen 

Construction on the first phase of 
the Hickory Slough and Shadow Creek 
Ranch sports complexes is underway. 

When completed the parks will provide 
six international-sized soccer fields and a 
multipurpose sports complex for Pear-
land residents, city officials said. The 
sports parks are expected to help accom-
modate growth in the area and allow 
Centennial Park to be devoted to youth 
softball and baseball. 

“The city’s population has increased 
significantly,” said Michelle Graham, 
director of the Pearland Parks and Recre-
ation Department. “However, the number 
of sporting fields has not increased.”

The need for more sports facilities was 
initially highlighted in 2005 with the 
city’s parks master plan. The first phases 
of both parks are being funded from the 
money voters approved in a 2007 bond 
election to help address the need. 

Graham said City Council had to 
determine the best time to sell the bonds 
to begin construction, which is why 
construction on the parks did not begin 
sooner. 

The first phase of the Hickory Slough 
Sports Complex—on Max Road north of 
FM 518—includes six soccer fields, a con-
cession stand and restrooms. Three fields 
will be fully lit, and all fields can be used 
for other purposes, Graham said. 

Graham said city officials are optimistic 
the Hickory Slough fields can be used this 
summer. 

Meanwhile the first phase for the 
Shadow Creek Ranch Sports Complex—at 
Shadow Creek Ranch Parkway and Kings-
ley Drive—is in the beginning stages.  

“It’s so early in construction,” Graham 
said. “It’s just going to be dirt moving.” 

The amenities approved for the contract 

include four softball fields, three baseball 
fields and a multipurpose field. The park 
will also house a concession stand and 
restroom facilities similar to the Hickory 
Slough complex. Graham said the city 
expects to be finished with the first phase 
in early 2016. 

“Phase 1 of that park did include some 
additional amenities,” Graham said. 
“However, for budget purposes they were 
not awarded in the contract.”

Communications Manager Sparkle 
Anderson said the city has yet to receive 
funding for the second phases of construc-
tion for either complex.  She said Pearland 
is seeking grants for possible funding for 
the second phases. 

“Phase 2 of these projects is not cur-
rently funded, so there are no active 
plans or timelines for their completion,” 
Graham said. 

Pearland does not have any use agree-
ments prepared for local sports teams 
to use the complexes, Anderson said. 
However, the city’s staff said the sports 
complexes will provide a measureable 
value to the city of Pearland. 

“At this time we cannot provide a dollar 
figure,” Anderson said. “However, we do 
know that when tournaments come to the 
city there is a positive impact in revenue 
from sales tax, restaurants and hotels.”

Graham said these complexes have the 
potential to provide several benefits to 
Pearland residents. 

“The Shadow Creek Ranch Sports 
[Complex] will be the first public park the 
city of Pearland has that is a sports field 
west of [Hwy.] 288, so that will be a nice 
addition to the quality of life for those 
residents,” Graham said. “Both facili-
ties do have the potential to host local, 
regional [and] possibly state tournaments 
for a variety of sports.”

DEVELOPMENT

SPORTS COMPLEXES
The city of Pearland is in the process of constructing two 
new sports complexes to provide its growing populace 
with more venues for recreational activities. 

SHADOW CREEK RANCH
S P O R T S  C O M P L E X

HICKORY SLOUGH
S P O R T S  C O M P L E X
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CITY NOTES
News from the cities of Friendswood and Pearland Compiled by Stephen Garcia 

Public library to add 6,000 square feet of space

Council approves construction of $11-million 
temporary wastewater reclamation facility

FRIENDSWOOD The Friendswood 
Public Library will undergo a renovation 
and expansion as part of the city’s 2013 
bond election.

The addition of 6,000 square feet will 
provide more space within the library for 
meeting rooms and an expanded book 
selection, including the children and 
young adult sections, according to city 
officials. The technology at the library will 
also be upgraded, and the added space 
will allow room for more computers.

The project also includes plans for 
additional parking spaces.

“The main component [of the project] 
is the meeting space for conferences and 
that type of thing,” Friendswood Assis-
tant City Manager Morad Kabiri said.

Bids for contractors to construct the 
library renovations were due to the city 
Feb. 17. Friendswood communications 
specialist Jeff Newpher said City Council 
had 60 days following the bid deadline 
to select a contractor and would likely 
select a winning bid for the project at 
either the March 2 or April 6 council 
meetings. 

The renovations are estimated to cost 
$2.53 million and are part of the city’s 
2013 bond election. However, the city does 
not yet have an estimated construction 
timetable for the project, Newpher said. 

“Without selecting a winning bidder, 
it’s just impossible to say [when] con-
struction will be completed,” he said. 

The public will have a chance to leave 
its mark on the renovated library. Brick 
pavers will be installed as part of the 
project around the building’s exterior. 
Residents can purchase a personalized 
brick paver that will appear in their 
choice of either the courtyard or chil-
dren’s courtyard, city officials said. 

With a $100 donation, residents can 
add up to three lines of text on the 
4-inch by 8-inch pavers. All proceeds 
will benefit the Friendswood Public 
Library.

PEARLAND The city of Pearland will 
construct a temporary wastewater recla-
mation facility after City Council approved 
the project at its Jan. 26 meeting.

“We’ve got a [wastewater] plant that 
we are in the process of expanding,” 
Pearland Assistant City Manager Trent 
Epperson said. “And we have got to bring 
in this temporary expansion until we get 
the permanent expansion completed.”

The temporary wastewater facility will 
cost $11 million, and will bridge the gap 
until the permanent expansion is com-
pleted. The permanent expansion is still 
more than two years away from comple-
tion, Epperson said.

“The temporary plant is what is called 
a ‘package plant,’” he said. “We will be 
able to use that at some of our other 
plants as well in the future to extend the 

life of those facilities before they require 
expansions.”

The current wastewater plant is near-
ing capacity, due in part to Pearland’s 
growing population. Construction of 
the temporary facility is underway and 
scheduled to be completed by December.

Friendswood City Council 
4:30 p.m. March 2   
910 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood
281-996-3200
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us

 Pearland City Council
6:30 p.m. March 9 and 23  
3519 Liberty Drive, Pearland
281-652-1600
www.pearlandtx.gov
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The expansion of the library will provide more 
space for meeting rooms and book sections.

McHard Rd.

Kirby  Dr.

Reflection 
Bay Dr.

Meetings

 COMBATING CANCER
WITH EXPERTISE

memorialhermann.org

Your stand against cancer starts here.

Memorial Hermann Cancer Centers have received full 
accreditation by the American College of Surgeons 

Commission on Cancer, making us Houston’s 
first recognized Integrated Network 

Cancer Program. This approval means our 
Cancer Centers meet national standards 

established to ensure cancer patients receive 
high-quality care. Our eight accredited 

centers make cancer treatment accessible 
and convenient to where you live or work. 

And our caring staff and Oncology 
Nurse Navigators are with you 

every step of the way.

Wastewater plant
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ANSWERS: 1) Courage (red), purity or liberty (white), loyalty (blue) • 2) 150 • 3) 31 • 4) About 59 years old • 5) $7,200 per year and $124 per diem during legislative sessions 

6) 21 • 7) 10 • 8) Senators serve four-year terms and members of the House of Representatives serve two-year terms • 9) 1977; 44 hours • 10) 2/3 vote • 11) 140 days • 12) 1845

TEXAS
TRIVIA

What do the three colors in 
the Texas flag represent?1

What was the average age of 
Senate members of the 83rd 
Legislature?

4

How many days does the 
Governor have to sign a bill 
into law?

7

What vote in the House and 
Senate is required to override 
a Governor’s veto of a bill?

10

When was the Texas 
Constitution adopted?12

How many members 
does the Texas House of 
Representatives have?

2

What is the pay rate for 
members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives?

5

How long are terms for 
Senators and Representatives?

8

How many members does 
the Texas Senate have?3

What is the mandatory minimum 
age for a member of the House 
of Representatives?

6

When did the longest 
filibuster occur in Texas and 
how long did it last?

9

How long is the Texas 
Legislature’s regular session?11

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

INSIDE THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE   

HOUSE COMMITTEE SENATE COMMITTEE

BILL INTRODUCED

• Committee membership is determined 
by seniority or speaker of the House 
appointment.

• Each committee is assigned a different 
subject matter and receives bills from the 
speaker of the House based on subject.

• Each committee is assigned bills from 
the lieutenant governor

• Committee membership determined 
by lieutenant governor

Bill placed on 
a calendar 
for House 

consideration

Bills listed in order 
reported; however, 
bills do not have to 
be brought up for 

discussion in order 
on Intent Calendar

Speaker of the House 
signs in front of House

Bill returned to original chamber

Lieutenant governor 
signs in front of Senate

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND READING)

GOVERNOR

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND READING)

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

House votes 
to approve

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Senate votes 
to approve

CALENDAR 
COMMITTEE

CALENDAR TYPES

VETOES BILL

A legislator, committee, or special interest group drafts a 
bill that must be limited to a single subject. The bill is then 
introduced to either the House or the Senate committee.HOW A BILL

A LAW

TAKE A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

Bill dies

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage

• Adds amendments

• Substitutes new bill

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage

• Adds amendments

• Substitutes new bill

• Daily (new bills)

• Supplemental  
(3rd reading, 
postponed bills)

• Local, consent 
and resolution 
(noncontroversial bills)

• Congratulatory, 
memorial  
(ceremonial bills)

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Secretary of state 
certifies bill’s passage

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Chief clerk certifies 
bill’s passage

INTENT 
CALENDAR

ITEM 

#1

BILL IS ENROLLED AND PREPARED  FOR SIGNING

SIGNS BILL DOES NOTHINGOR

TH
E 
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E 
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BI
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 T
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SE
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THE SENATE SENDS THE BILL TO THE HOUSE

BILL HAS BEEN PASSED BY HOUSE AND SENATE

AMENDMENT: a change or 
addition to a bill 
BILL: a proposed law  
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: 
five senators and five 
representatives who meet to 
resolve differences between a 
Senate and a House version of 
the same bill 
FILIBUSTER: a tactic used to 
kill a bill or delay a vote; occurs 
when a senator holds the floor 
by talking, without sitting down 
or leaving his or her desk 
LOBBYIST: a person who 
meets with legislators to 
influence bills or laws 
MAJORITY: vote of more than 
50 percent 
OVERRIDE: with two-thirds 
vote each of members of 
House of Representatives and 

Senate, legislature can override 
governor’s veto of a bill 
QUORUM: number of members 
required to be present to 
officially start a meeting; 2/3 
membership in either the Senate 
or House of Representatives 
RESOLUTION: used to propose 
an amendment to the Texas 
Constitution; can also take care 
of housekeeping functions of 
legislature or express statement 
of congratulations or honor 
SPEAKER: serves as the 
presiding officer of the House of 
Representatives 
TERM: the length of time a 
political official may serve once 
elected 
VETO: governor’s rejection of 
a bill

Sources: Texas Legislature Online, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate, Texas House of Representatives

L E G I SL AT I V E

In Texas the lieutenant governor serves a four-year term, presides 
over the Senate, appoints Senate committee members and has the 
power to break a tie vote. With the Speaker of the House, he or she 
jointly chairs the Legislative Budget Board—which recommends 
budgets for all state government agencies—and is vice chairperson 
of the Legislative Audit Committee and Education Board.

The lieutenant governor also serves as governor if the governor 
dies, resigns, is absent from the state or is removed from office.

The minimum age for an individual to take the office of lieutenant 
governor is 30 years old, and he or she must be a Texas resident for 
five years as well as a U.S. citizen.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR?

Compiled by Leslee Bassman • Design by Erin Behncke

Bill dies

Bill becomes a law

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter at @impactnews_plf and search 
for #CITxLege, or visit communityimpact.com

BILL INTRODUCED

TEXAS
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CALENDAR

and 13
Spring break at George Conservatory
Families are invited to observe the night sky 

through one of the largest telescopes in the United States 
available for public viewing. All three dome telescopes 
are in use as staff members and astronomers are on-site 
and help participants identify and locate different celestial 
bodies, such as Jupiter, Venus and the Andromeda Galaxy 
throughout the night. Families are encouraged to explore 
the Brazos State Park during the day before going to the 
observatory. Snacks are provided on-site. 7:30–11 p.m.  
$7 (adults), $6 (children). George Observatory,  
21901 FM 762, Needville. 281-242-3055. www.hmns.org

Find more or submit Pearland/Friendswood events at  
impactnews.com/plf.

To have Pearland/Friendswood events considered for 
the print edition, they must be submitted online by the 
first Friday of the month.

February

26 through March 31  
Pearland Arts League Children’s Art Show

The Pearland Arts League exhibition features the work of 
several local children with local artist Joan Moody serving as 
chairwoman for the exhibit. The public is welcome to view 
the exhibition, which includes artwork created in a variety of 
mediums. Free. Pearland Chamber Gallery, 6117 Broadway St., 
Pearland. 713-304-0672. www.pearlandartsleague.com

March

01 through 31  
Landscape art exhibition

The Pearland Arts League sponsors an exhibit of more than 
15 works of art by landscape photographer Tim Herschbach 
and cityscape artist Lauren Luna in the second floor lobby of 
the Courtyard Marriott hotel in Pearland. Examples of their 
work can be found at www.herschbachphotography.com. Free. 
Courtyard Marriott, 11200 Broadway St., Pearland.  
832-687-1929. www.pearlandartsleague.com

02 Texas Independence Day celebration
Brazoria County celebrates the state’s 

independence day with a variety of family-friendly 
entertainment. The event features musket volleys, historical 
characters and a guest speaker as well as live music and 
refreshments at the Stephen F. Austin Statue. 12:30–2:30 
p.m. Free. Stephen F. Austin Statue, Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 35, 
Angleton. 979-864-1541. www.brazoria-county.com

07 Bets for Pets Casino Night fundraiser
The Friendswood Animal Advocates offers a casino 

night to raise money benefiting the animals the organization 
helps. Participants can also purchase a separate ticket for a 
Texas Hold ‘Em tournament. An event ticket covers appetizers, 
cocktails, a door entry prize, entry into the tournament or $5 
in chips for those not participating in the poker tournament. 
5:30–10:30 p.m. $25 (presale), $30 (at the door). Knights of 

Online Calendar

Worth the TRIP
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Compiled by Abigail Allen

Columbus Hall, 2320 Hatfield Road, Pearland. 281-796-0995. 
www.friendswoodanimaladvocates.info

07 and 8  
Wetland planning

Pearland residents can help the Keep Pearland Beautiful 
initiative through wetland planning thanks to a Texas Sea Grant 
through Texas A&M University. Participants learn about the 
wetlands and get hands-on experience. Registration is required.  
9 a.m.–3 p.m. (March 7), 1–4 p.m. (March 8). Free. Stella 
Roberts Recycling Center, 5800 Magnolia St., Pearland.  
281-652-1659. www.keeppearlandbeautiful.org 

12 and 13  
Youth fire-setting prevention

The Pearland Fire Department presents a youth-based 
course in helping prevent the setting of fires. The course 
covers the behaviors that lead to young people setting 
fires, ways to intervene and an overview of the extent of 
the issue. Registration is required. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Fire 
Administration Building training room, 2703 Veterans Drive, 
Pearland. 281-997-5840. www.pearlandtx.gov

27 and 28  
Alvin Music Festival and Cookoff

The annual musical event features entertainment for all ages 
with live bands and children’s activities. Featured bands include 
Seth Candan, Whiskey Myers, David Allan Coe, Small Town 
Friends and The Hunger. A fun run takes place the morning 
of March 28. 4 p.m. (gates open, March 27), 6:30 p.m. (music 
begins, March 27), 10 a.m. (gates open, March 28), noon (music 
begins, March 28). $10 (per day), free (children age 12 and 
under), $250 (per cook spot). Briscoe Park, 3201 S. Hwy. 35, 
Alvin. 281-850-1577. www.alvinmusicfestival.com

28 Grit Run 4K Obstacle Course
Pearland High School sponsors this second annual 

event, which consists of an obstacle course put together by the 
school’s cross-country and track and field teams. The money 
raised by the competition benefits Hannah Hendricks, a Pearland 
High School sophomore who was hit by a car last summer 
and has required several surgeries, and Morgan Jones, the 
daughter of a former head soccer coach who has a tumor. 8:30 
a.m.–1 p.m. $35 (adults), $30 (students), $20 (children age 12 
and younger), $25 (per participant for a four-person group), $10 
(lunch plates), $12 (T-shirt). Pearland High School, 3775 S. Main, 
Pearland. 281-997-7445. www.phsgritrun.weebly.com

28 and 29  
Paws in the Park

Pup Squad Animal Rescue and the Pearland Parks and 
Recreation Department present the 21st annual event for 
Pearland pets and their owners. The event features the H-E-B 
Plus! Pet & Owner fun run and the dock diving competition in 
the mornings. Afterward, attendees watch agility and obedience 
demonstrations and meet representatives from local pet-related 
businesses. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. Independence Park, 3919 
Liberty Drive, Pearland. 281-412-8907. www.visitpearland.com 
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IS THE #1 SOURCE  FOR LOCAL NEWS
We’d like to introduce your business to our engaged audience!

of respondents said they read 
Community Impact Newspaper.95% of respondents said they have  

taken action after reading an issue. 85%

02.03.14

Annual Income

 <25K 5%

 25–35K 7%

 35–50K 10%

 50–75K 20%

 75–100K 20%

 100–150K 21%

 150+ 17%

Education

 H.S. or less 2%

 H.S. graduate 16%

 Some college 19%

 College degree 41%

 Advanced degree 22%

READER DEMOGRAPHICS

PROOF OF IMPACT 
READERSHIP & DEMOGRAPHICS

Readex Research is a nationally recognized independent research company located in Stillwater, Minnesota. Since its 
founding in 1947, Readex has completed thousands of surveys for hundreds of different clients nationwide. The 2013 
Community Impact Newspaper survey sample included 3,500 random addresses, and data was collected via mail 
survey from August 15 to September 26, 2013. The margin of error for percentages based on 781 usable responses is 
±2.9 percentage points at the 90% confidence level. — www.readexresearch.com 

International Demographics, Inc. (The Media Audit) was founded in April 1971 as a Texas corporation and conducts 
media surveys in more than 90 US cities annually. These telephone surveys are independent. Telephone numbers 
for the Austin survey were drawn at random from all existing telephone exchanges in Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis 
and Williamson counties, Texas. Interviews were completed with 661 adults age 18 or older from August 16, 2013 
through September 14, 2013. At a 95% confidence level, percentages based on total respondents in this report have a 
maximum accuracy range of ±3.8 percentage points. — www.themediaaudit.com 

PERCENT OF REGULAR READERS  (3 of the last 4 issues)

Austin Metro
Community Impact Newspaper 85%
Austin American-Statesman 48%
Austin Chronicle 21%
Austin Business Journal 6%

Houston Metro
Community Impact Newspaper 81%
Houston Chronicle 47%
The Villager 21%
Houston Business Journal 3%

DFW Metro (Grapevine/Colleyville/Southlake) 
Community Impact Newspaper 74%
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 42%
Grapevine Courier 39%
Southlake Journal 23%

Gender

 Female  53%

 Male  47%

Age

 18–24 5%

 25–34 25%

 35–44 25%

 45–54 20%

 55–64 12%

 65–74 9%

 75+ 4%

70% 

63% 

58% 

of our readers 
are age 25–54

of our readers 
are college 
graduates

of our readers 
earn more 
than 75K

Median Income  ............................. $84,750
Median Age  ............................................ 42
Homeowners  ......................................  74%
Median Home Value  ................... $244,301

OTHER NOTEWORTHY RESULTS

Community Impact Newspaper 
was ranked as the 

#1 Source 
for local news in all three  
metro areas we serve.

The typical reader read 

4 of the last 4 issues
of Community Impact Newspaper.

40% 
of respondents said they have 

used coupons from the paper.

95% 
of respondents said they read 
Community Impact Newspaper.

85% 
of respondents said they have 

taken action after reading an issue.

The typical reader passes his or her 
copy of Community Impact Newspaper 

along to at least one other person.

COMMUNITY  IMPACT  NEWSPAPER
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Nature’s Garden  
Market and Café 

Mary Kester was a customer at Nature’s Garden Market and Café before becoming general manager.

Nature’s Garden offers a variety of gluten-free 
products, supplements and enzymes.
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Nature’s Garden  
Market and Café 
Business emphasizes healthy alternatives

M ike Wiechmann developed 
chronic digestive problems 
early in life and faced other 

health issues, including the autoimmune 
disease fibromyalgia. With his health 
deteriorating, the native Houston resident 
began a quest to become healthy. 

“My health continued to spiral down-
ward to a point of disability,” Wiechmann 
said. “It would be a challenge for me just 
to get up and get a drink of water. The 
doctors didn’t know what to do for me.” 

After exhausting all conventional medi-
cal options, Wiechmann said he became 
more open to making lifestyle changes 
and investing in strategic supplemental 
support. That lifestyle change was the 
catalyst that led Wiechmann to open 
Nature’s Garden Market & Café in 2000. 
The owner now works with clients who 
are looking for nutritional and health 
counseling. 

Nature’s Garden Market and Café 
started at its original location on the 
corner of Bay Area Boulevard and FM 
528 in Friendswood 15 years ago. The 
business moved temporarily to a location 
along FM 528 in 2006 that included an 
expanded cafe area before relocating to its 
present location in August 2008.

The cafe specializes in natural health 
foods, selling whole food supplements, 
vitamins and some groceries with an 
emphasis on organic and natural prod-
ucts. It offers smoothies, salads, sand-
wiches and gluten-free food.

In addition to selling health foods, 
the business offers lab testing for bone 
health, thyroid and gastrointestinal 
health and specialized nutritional pro-
grams focusing on sleep, energy, atten-
tion deficit hyperactivity disorder and 
other conditions. Nature’s Garden also 

offers educational workshops on chil-
dren’s health, weight management and 
other healthy lifestyle topics.

Wiechmann, a certified herbalist, said 
clients can also make appointments with 
him for nutritional consultations where 
they learn about educational therapies 
and advice based on the latest nutrition-
related research.

General Manager Mary Kester met 
Wiechmann in 2004 as a customer of 
the store. Putting her experience in the 
business world and retail to use, she 
befriended the owner and helped grow the 
business. Kester said they both realized 
the importance of healthy eating alterna-
tives in the Friendswood community.

 “My original goal was to help him 
run the back end of the store, but it has 
evolved into a full partnership,” Kester 
said. “The most rewarding part of being 
involved is helping people. The chal-
lenges are the same of any retail estab-
lishment, [such as] having the right prod-
ucts for the right amounts. Most people 
say they are happy with the supplements 
and the quality of products.”

Kester said the shop and cafe offer 
a cozy family atmosphere, with an art 
decor inspired by locales she found aes-
thetically appealing. 

“I was trying for a cross between 
Dublin and New York’s Central Library,” 
Kester said. 

In addition to serving the Friendswood 
community, Nature’s Garden Market 
and Café is involved in giving back to 
the community by participating in food 
fairs, school functions and fundraisers 
for bands and soccer leagues. Kester 
said the store’s policy is to help out 
the local community while also hiring 
graduates from area high schools. 

BUSINESS

400 W. Parkwood Ave.
Friendswood • 281-996-9496 
www.nagamaca.com 
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–9 p.m. (cafe 
closes at 8:30 p.m.), Sun. noon–6 p.m. 
(cafe closes at 5:30 p.m.)

Cafe favorites
The cafe’s most popular items are smoothies 
and soups although sandwiches, salads 
and other healthy eating options are also on 
the menu. 

The original
A 16-ounce smoothie is made with almond 
milk, green food, lecithin, flax seed oil, pro-
tein powder and an optional choice of fruit. 
($7.95)

Reuben sandwich
The classic corned beef sandwich is served 
on customer’s choice of bread with hand-
made mayonnaise, turkey, pastrami, Swiss 
cheese, Bavarian coleslaw and Russian 
dressing. The plate is served with a side of 
salad or potato chips. ($11.65)

Ukrainian borscht soup
The Ukrainian borscht soup is served with 
crackers or toast. ($4.95–$6.65)

Organic fruit and vegetable salads
The garden patch salad consists of mixed 
greens and is topped with carrots, cucum-
bers, red onions and tomatoes. ($8.95)

Pets and produce
In addition to nutritional 
supplements, groceries 
and the food items sold in the cafe, the store 
also carries pet products, including dog 
and cat food, treats, supplements and pet 
care products. For an annual membership 
fee of $48, customers can also join the 
Nature Garden’s organic co-op and order a 
weekly share of fresh, organic produce that 
features assorted fruits and vegetables from 
local growers. 

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

Sunset Dr.

Sunset Dr.

W. P
arkwood Ave

.
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r.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1103167.1

Out with the old, over-priced auto policy – in with State Farm.® 
Start 2015 off right, with some newfound car insurance savings from 
State Farm.® What could make the new year happier than that?
GET TO A BETTER STATE.® 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY.

This New 
Year’s, 
uncork 

some extra 
money.

Kyle Angelle, Agent
1990 Country Place Parkway

Pearland, TX  77584
Toll Free: 855-582-3695

kyle.angelle.quje@statefarm.com
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WE’RE LEADING HEART CARE SO 
YOU CAN LEAD A HEALTHY LIFE. 
Our world-class cardiologists have been pioneering innovations 

in heart care ever since Dr. Michael DeBakey revolutionized heart 

treatment at Houston Methodist more than 60 years ago. We have 

built a legacy of leading cardiovascular medicine by providing 

patients access to the most advanced procedures, no matter how 

routine or complex the condition.

Take your first step toward a healthier heart. Call 713.790.3333 or 

visit houstonmethodist.org/debakeyheart for a physician referral.

CardiologyTier2-CommImpactPearland_FullPg.indd   1 2/4/15   3:26 PM
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Owner Taraiz Karafa began her restaurant career 
working out of her Pearland home 29 years ago. 

The falafel balls are served with tahini, onions, 
tomatoes and pita bread ($5.95).

The grape leaves are ordered from California and 
rolled daily with beef, rice or vegetables ($4.95).

Shawarma plate options include choice of meat, 
served with rice and hummus ($11.95–$14.95).

The kibe dish is a wheat shell stuffed with 
ground beef and includes a side of yogurt sauce. 

Cafe Taraiz opened in 2010 in Pearland as a full-
service restaurant. 

Cafe Taraiz

   B
roadway St. C

ullen P
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y.

90

288

The gyro is served with beef, chicken or lamb and is topped with lettuce, onions and yogurt sauce ($9).

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

C
o

nn
o

r 
H

yd
e

Cafe Taraiz
Menu boasts family’s Mediterranean recipes 

W hen Taraiz Karafa moved 
from Nazareth, Israel, to 
Texas in the ’70s, she brought 

a collection of her grandmother’s reci-
pes and a passion for cooking. 

Karafa launched her career as a chef 
in 1986, owning and operating a cater-
ing service out of her Pearland home. 
Twenty-four years later, she opened Cafe 
Taraiz at 9415 Broadway St., Pearland, 
with the hope of introducing city  
residents to her grandmother’s home-
made Mediterranean cuisine. 

“I wanted to introduce people to food 
that was not Mexican food or Chinese 
food,” Karafa said. “I wanted them to 
know that healthy Mediterranean food is 
a good diet.”

Her Broadway Street restaurant is not 
the first storefront Karafa has operated 
in Pearland. The restaurateur opened 
Taraiz Gourmet at 2401 Washington 
St. in 1989 after initially only providing 
catering options. Although her cater-
ing business was lucrative, after word 
of mouth spread throughout Pearland, 
Karafa said there was enough demand 
to convince her to open for lunch and 
eventually dinner. 

“When we moved to the restaurant, 
we were just going to continue with the 
catering only,” she said. “I really only 
got the place for catering, but every-
body threw a fit. When we opened, we 
were packed. We could not just open for 
lunch and close at 3 p.m. Our business 
from 3 to 9 p.m. doubled.” 

Since opening at its new location, 
Karafa said Cafe Taraiz’s catering 
service has slowly dwindled. However, 
Karafa maintains a strong customer 
base and can serve up to 1,200 people 
with tailored catering menus for each 
event.

With an extensive menu selection 
featuring traditional Mediterranean 

cuisine drawn from Lebanon, Greece, 
Israel and Italy, the eatery serves home-
made dishes, including in-house cured 
yogurt and falafel cooked from scratch.  

Signature dishes at the restaurant, 
such as the shawarma plate and beef 
kafta kebab wrap, call for lean cuts of 
meats, including filet mignon, and are 
seasoned in olive oil infused with a 
mixture of seasonings. 

“My food is authentic,” Karafa said. 
“It is my grandma’s recipes and people 
that come in who are from that region 
tell me it is real [Mediterranean] food. 
Everything we make is homemade and 
from scratch.” 

Other popular dishes include beef, 
lamb and shrimp kebabs marinated in 
olive oil and served with vegetables as 
well as rolled grape leaves imported 
from California and stuffed with lamb, 
beef or rice. 

To maintain the authenticity of her 
Mediterranean recipes, Karafa said Cafe 
Taraiz uses only halal meats. Halal is 
a term that details the style in which 
animals are slaughtered, according to 
Islamic law. Karafa said halal meat is a 
healthier cut of meat and does not con-
tain excess fluids.

“So many restaurants nowadays find 
the shortcuts,” she said. “I do not want 
to do that. I want people to know our 
food is authentic.”

Although Karafa said she does not 
have plans to relocate or open a second 
location, she is always seeking different 
recipes to add to the restaurant’s menu 
during her trips to the Mediterranean 
region and the Middle East. 

“I feel like I have accomplished a lot 
being open this long,” she said. “Most 
restaurants are open a couple of years 
and then they go out [of business]. 
My goal is to keep our food fresh and 
healthy.” 

DINING

9415 Broadway St.
Pearland • 281-485-7329
www.cafetaraiz.com
Hours: Tue.–Sat. 11 a.m.–9 p.m. 

By Connor Hyde 

From the menu
Walnut and blue cheese salad 
The salad consists of a serving of house 
greens topped with grilled marinated 
chicken breast, dried cranberries, walnuts, 
Gorgonzola cheese, green apples, a house 
dressing and bread. ($11.95) 

Hummus with pita bread 
Cooked chickpeas seasoned with garlic and 
olive oil are served with pita bread. ($4.95)

Falafel wrap  
Fried chickpea patties are served with tahini 
sauce, fresh tomatoes, onions, pickles and 
wrapped in pita bread. ($8) 

Lamb kebab 
A skewer of grilled lamb and onions is 
served with vegetables, rice, bread and a 
choice of hummus or a house salad. Diners 
can opt for a second skewer. ($15–$26)
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impactnews.com • 281.469.6181

Community Impact Newspaper 
is distributed to over 

65,000
HOMES AND BUSINESSES 

in the Pearland/Friendswood area.
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New Homes from the $280s - $500s         
Ashton Woods | Village Builders | 
Trendmaker Homes | Perry Homes

	 n   A convenient location minutes from downtown Houston
	 n  Close to shopping, entertainment & The Texas Medical Center
	 n  Resort-style clubhouse with fireplace & full kitchen
	 n  8,000 square foot pool with wading pool & spray features
	 n  Fitness center, walking trails & parks
	 n  Houston’s most trusted homebuilders
	 n		Highly Acclaimed Alvin ISD Southern-Trails.com
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Caucasian: 40.1%
Hispanic-Latino: 30.6%
African-American: 15.9%
Asian: 10%
Multiracial: 2.8%
American Indian: 0.5%
Pacific Islander: 0.1%

2010:
2011: 
2012:
2013:
2014:

 

1893

CAMPUSES
    11 elementary schools

 4 intermediate schools
 4 junior high schools
 3 high schools
 1 alternative campus

 23 total campuses

STUDENT ENROLLMENT

DEMOGRAPHICS

PROPERTY TAX
RATES

Caucasian: 73.4%
Hispanic-Latino: 15.8%
Asian: 6.3%
Multiracial: 2.2%
African-American: 1.9%
American Indian: 0.3%
Pacific Islander: 0.1%

2010:
2011: 
2012:
2013:
2014: 

 

1939

CAMPUSES
    2 elementary schools

 2 intermediate schools
 1 junior high school
 1 high school

 6 total campuses

STUDENT ENROLLMENT

DEMOGRAPHICS

PROPERTY TAX
RATES

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 2 5 C O N S O L I D A T E D  I N  1 9 4 8 E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 4 6A F P
FRIENDSWOOD ISDALVIN ISDALVIN ISD FRIENDSWOOD ISD

LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT DEMOGRAPHICS

PEARLAND ISDPEARLAND ISD

Hispanic-Latino: 44%
Caucasian 29.4%
African-American: 15.6%
Asian: 8.5%
Multiracial: 2%
American Indian: 0.4%
Pacific Islander: 0.1%

2010: 
2011: 
2012:
2013: 
2014:

 

1881

CAMPUSES
    15 elementary schools

 5 junior high schools
 2 high schools
 1 alternative campus
 1 school of choice campus

 24 total campuses

STUDENT ENROLLMENT

DEMOGRAPHICS

PROPERTY TAX

19,210 19,559 20,002 20,519

RATES

20,990

2011 20132012 2014 2011 20132012 20142011 20132012 2014

18,104 18,928 19,872

5,907 6,005 6,071 6,106

PROPERTY TAXPROPERTY TAXPROPERTY TAX

STUDENT ENROLLMENTSTUDENT ENROLLMENTSTUDENT ENROLLMENT

DEMOGRAPHICSDEMOGRAPHICSDEMOGRAPHICS

CAMPUSESCAMPUSESCAMPUSES

INSIDE INFORMATION Compiled by Abigail Allen

Sources: Alvin ISD, Friendswood ISD and Pearland ISD

First school opened in 

1893
First school opened in 

1939
First school opened in 

1881

2010: $1.4194
2011: $1.4194
2012: $1.4194
2013: $1.4157
2014: $1.4157
*Per $100 valuation

2010: $1.3041
2011: $1.3441
2012: $1.3291
2013: $1.3291
2014: $1.4170
*Per $100 valuation

2010: $1.3041
2011: $1.3441
2012: $1.3291
2013: $1.3291
2014: $1.4170
*Per $100 valuation

2011 20132012 2014 2011 20132012 20142011 20132012 2014

DISTRICT SIZE
SQUARE MILES252252

DISTRICT SIZE
AISDAISD

DISTRICT SIZE
SQUARE MILES17.517.5

DISTRICT SIZE
FISDFISD

DISTRICT SIZE
SQUARE MILES4343

DISTRICT SIZE
PISDPISD

WORSHIP WITH US SUN • 9:30 & 11AM
BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL AGES & STAGES SUN • 9:30 & 11AM

There’s a place for you at

SECOND
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR • 12008 SHADOW CREEK PKWY AT REFLECTION BAY DR • SECOND.ORG

LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT DEMOGRAPHICS
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highway projects, advocating for a 
park-and-ride facility for Hwy. 288 
and toll lanes on Hwy. 288 between 
Hwy. 59 and Hwy. 6. The plan 
also encourages working with the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council 
on other mobility solutions.

“We continue to aggressively 
seek federal and state funding 
for roadway projects within the 
community, [having received] 
over $80 million in funding for 
various road expansion projects,” 
Buchanan said. 

A strategy for the city’s major 
corridors focuses on priming their 
development potential. Tactics 
include creating an FM 518 mas-
ter plan, a redevelopment plan 
for Hwy. 35 and a management 
district for Hwy. 288. A manage-
ment district could collect prop-
erty tax from businesses within its 
boundaries to fund improvements 
in the area, such as increasing the 
frequency of trash removal near 
roadways, Buchanan said.

The city of Pearland has already 
received $22.1 million from 
H-GAC for the Bailey Road 
expansion, Buchanan said, which 
will stretch east of FM 1128 to 
Veterans Road. Pearland Assis-
tant City Manager Trent Epper-
son said the road will be widened 
to a four-lane thoroughfare, and 
construction should begin in 
three to six months.

H-GAC granted the city another 
$32.9 million for the extension of 
McHard Road from Cullen Park-
way to Mykawa Road, Epperson 
said. The project is in the early 
stages of the design and environ-
mental impact process, which he 
said could take nine to 12 months 
to complete. Construction could 
begin on the project in late 2017. 

If all goes according to plan, by 
the end of the year, the master plan 
for FM 518 will be created along 

with the management district for 
Hwy. 288, according to Pearland 
20/20. By the end of 2016, the goal 
is to create a redevelopment plan 
for Hwy. 35 and open a park-and-
ride facility for Hwy. 288. 

Pearland 20/20 also outlines 
plans to create a tax increment 
reinvestment zone in 2017 for the 
Old Townsite, Hwy. 35 and Broad-
way Street corridors. A TIRZ is 
a development funding tool that 
helps attract and finance redevel-
opment within a particular zone. 

Education and workforce
Strategies in this portion of the 

plan build on existing education 
initiatives designed to focus on 
preparing high school students 
for work immediately after gradu-
ation or for a path toward higher 
education. 

“The school districts and com-
munity colleges have made some 
changes over the past few years to 
actually be able to produce gradu-
ates that are ready to go to work,” 
said Charles Gooden, chairman 
of the Pearland 20/20 implemen-
tation committee and member of 
the Pearland ISD board of trust-
ees. “For a long time, technical 
training was taken out of high 
school. It’s back now and we have 
students who are ready to join 
the workforce, which is key when 
talking about moving business to 
Pearland and expanding business 
activity.”

Education and workforce strat-
egies go hand in hand, Gooden 
said, because when new compa-
nies move to the area they require 
trained employees, which the city’s 
schools can now provide. He said 
the industries that require the 
most trained students include life 
sciences, which involves medical 
device manufacturers such as Car-
diovascular Systems, Inc., a com-
pany that has taken root in Pearl-
and’s lower Kirby district.

“We’ve seen a lot of success 
with the medical industry, and as 
an offshoot of that we have seen 
energy companies relocate here 
as well,” he said.

Plan initiatives include encour-
aging partnerships between Pear-
land-area schools and nearby 
companies to encourage techni-
cal learning as well as new pro-
grams to connect classrooms 
with local businesses for net-
working opportunities.

“When you go through [kin-
dergarten] through 12[th grade] 
in Pearland, the idea is the com-
munity is going to support you, 
and once you graduate, if you 
choose to go to work, there 
should be a job waiting for you, 
and you should be prepared for 
it,” Gooden said.

Beautification and recreation
In an effort to improve the city’s 

overall aesthetic, Pearland 20/20 
calls for a community task force to 
coordinate beautification projects 
as well as to request more funding 
for maintaining landscaped roads 
and corridors, develop gateways 
into the city and expand citywide 
cleanup efforts.

Sharpening the city’s image 
has been on the PEDC’s mind for 
several years, Gooden said, as the 
PEDC pays close attention to how 
visitors perceive the community 
by its looks.

“My big thing has always been 
the look and feel of community,” 
he said. “We are talking about 
simple things. Like along [Hwy.] 
288 near Beltway 8, you just see 
old piles of construction mate-
rials and just junk everywhere. 
When you go to the Galleria or 
Sugar Land, you don’t see that.”

The plan also suggests investing 
in trails, parks and the creation 
of sport complexes. Construc-
tion on the Hickory Slough and 
Shadow Creek sport complexes 

is underway, and progress con-
tinues on expanding the commu-
nity’s pedestrian trail network.

The trail connecting Centen-
nial to Independence parks is in 
the design phase and should go to 
bid for construction in the next 
couple of months, said Pearland 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Michelle Graham. The concrete 
hike and bike trail will total  
2 miles with the new sections 
connecting to existing side-
walks.

Trails along Clear 
Creek, which will be 
constructed near the 
Shadow Creek and 
Green Tee Terrace 
subdivisions, are in 
the early stages of 
land evaluation.

Graham said 
the city has about 
$5 million to  
$6 million budgeted 
for these projects, 
including money 
from a Texas Parks 
and Wildlife grant 
and a transporta-
tion grant from 
H-GAC. 

“Off-road trail 
connections for 
pedestrian use will 
link parks and commu-
nity facilities together,” 
Mueller said. “In the work 
I do, when people look at 
places to a buy a house, 
the school district is very 
important, but ameni-
ties are also very impor-
tant. Right now trails are 
the No. 1 amenity people are  
looking for.” 

Pearland 20/20
Continued from | 1

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

What aspect of Pearland’s 20/20 vision 
are you most looking forward to seeing 
completed? 

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/plf-poll

281-846-3779

Exceeding expectations

3415 Couch St., Houston, TX  77018  |  www.treestexas.com  |  281-846-3779

10% OFF 
all tree trimming services 

excludes stump grinding

Offer expires 3/26/15

Free Consultation
by Certifi ed Arborist 

Offer expires 3/26/15

Specializing In:
Stump grinding • Tree Health Care 

Tree Planting • Tree Pruning

Tree Removal

20/20 STRATEGIES
Economic
development
Mobility
Corridor
development
Parks
Beautification
Lower Kirby
Education
Events center
Marketing

20/20 STRATEGIES
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Crafted by the Pearland EDC, Pearland 20/20 

is a long-term improvement plan for the city 

that features a variety of projects across nine 

different strategies. For more information, 

visit www.pearland2020.com.
C O M P I L E D  B Y  C A R R I E  T AY L O R  •  D E S I G N E D  B Y  S H AW N  E P P S

UNLOCKING

POTENTIAL

Source: Pearland Economic Development Corporation

EDUCATION 
PROJECTS

CORRIDOR
DEVELOPMENT

MOBILITY
PROJECTS

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

1  Dover Energy
 A new 150,000-square-foot manufacturing and operations  
 center will bring $23.8 million investment to Pearland.
2  Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Compressor Corp.

 The company’s manufacturing and service facility  
 expansion project is expected to create more than 100 jobs.
3  Pearland Medical Center

 The city’s first hospital opened in February. 
4  Memorial Hermann Pearland

 The city’s second hospital is expected to open in December. 
5  Bailey Road expansion

 The roadway will be expanded from FM 1128 to Veterans Road.  
6  McHard Road extension

 The roadway will be extended from Cullen Parkway to  
 Mykawa Road.
7  Hwy. 288 toll lanes

 An addition of toll lanes to Hwy. 288 will begin this summer. 
8  Hwy. 35 corridor redevelopment strategy

 Portions of Hwy. 35 corridor are targeted for development. 
9  Old Townsite corridor

 The Pearland EDC said it hopes to begin working on a plan 
 to redevelop FM 518 and the Old Townsite corridors  
 in 2015. 
10  Hickory Slough Sports Complex
 Construction on Phase 1 of the sports complex has started. 
11  Shadow Creek Ranch Sports Complex
 Construction on Phase 1 of the sports complex has started. 
12  Hwy. 288 beautification
 The city, Pearland EDC and the Pearland Municipal Man  
 agement District No. 2 have plans to beautify key sections  
 of the Hwy. 288 corridor. 
13  Cullen Parkway beautification
 Keep Pearland Beautiful, Pearland EDC and TxDOT will erect  
 an entry feature at Cullen Parkway and have plans for  
 landscaping along the roadway from FM 518 to north of  
 Clear Creek. 
14  Lower Kirby Regional Detention
 The plan will utilize a drainage ditch to develop regional  
 detention east of Kirby Drive. 
15  Lower Kirby-Hooper Road
 Plans are in place to reconstruct the roadway. 
16  Shadow Creek High School
 Alvin ISD is constructing a new high school that will open in  
 fall 2016. 
17  UH–Clear Lake Pearland campus
 Discussions are underway to build a 60,000-square-foot  
 health science and classroom building on the campus. 

SELECT PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES

MULTIUSE EVENTS CENTER
Although there are no plans or official proposal for a multiuse 
events center in Pearland, the Pearland 20/20 strategic plan 
states there is a need for one in the city.

INTERNAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN
The development of an internal marketing campaign, which 
could include annual event calendars and other information 
pertinent to the community, will begin later this year. 
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EDITORIAL, SALES & DESIGN POSITIONS

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

LOWER KIRBY 
URBAN DISTRICT

BEAUTIFICATION 
PROJECTS

PARKS AND 
RECREATION

SAM HOUSTON

48

1128

288

Map not to scale

Bailey Rd.

Ho
op

er
 R

d.

Clea
r C

ree
k

35

1 Dover Energy

Pearland | Friendswood Edition • February 2015



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com18

building is projected to be $90.2 
million, which is significantly 
higher than a similar school as 
recent as even a couple of years 
ago, according to Daniel Combs, 
the district’s director of commu-
nications.

Through comprehensive plan-
ning and a strong relationship with 
builders, AISD has anticipated the 
increased costs and avoided their 
negative effects, said Combs. 

“All of our construction  
projects going on right now are 
for a two-year window,” he said. 
“[Planners] were able to foresee 
the inflated cost that was coming. 
They were able to catch that to 
some extent.”

But he said costs are getting 
harder to forecast.

“It’s getting more and more 
difficult to [anticipate inflation] 
because who knows what the mar-
ket will do and what a strengthen-
ing economy will do to the con-
struction market,” Combs said.

While the labor shortage has 
caused longer-than-anticipated 
construction periods for other 
school districts, Combs said that 
has not been a problem for AISD.

“We have, I would assert, the 

best facility staff in the state,” he 
said. “They are so planned out, 
intentional and purposeful that 
they have the [contracting] crews 
lined up well before the [construc-
tion] start date. So they don’t find 
themselves in the scenario where 
the market is compromising us.”

In Friendswood, the increased 
costs have affected at least one 
transportation project. The wid-
ening of Friendswood Link Road 

had to be altered after the project 
came in over budget.

“The whole roadway was sup-
posed to be a four-lane facility with 
a median down the middle, but 
due to the escalation in construc-
tion costs it came in 20 percent over 
budget,” Friendswood Assistant 
City Manager Morad Kabiri said. 

He said part of the project had 
to be modified to only three lanes. 

“We didn’t have the local funds 
to match the capital project, so 
we immediately had to redesign 
and rescope a good chunk of that 

project in order to bring it within 
a more manageable price tag,” he 
said. “This has been the case for 
the last 18 months to two years.”

Homebuilders also have been 
affected by material cost increases 
and the labor shortage.

“A major concern for builders at 
this point is the rising cost of labor 
due to the shortage of labor,” said 
Kevin Frankel, president of the 
Greater Houston Builders Asso-

ciation, or GHBA. “This has been 
a focus for years. It’s something we 
have sat down and had discussions 
about to try to come up with ways 
to alleviate it.”

The increasing cost of con-
struction for office projects can 
be linked in part to the growing 
depth of the tenant pool creat-
ing more demand. A number of 
projects went online in 2014 to 
alleviate that demand, but the glut 
of projects only intensifies the 
labor shortage, according to offi-
cials with Kirksey Architecture, 

a Houston-based company that 
publishes an annual report analyz-
ing construction costs.

“High demand, labor short-
ages, concrete shortages, long lead 
times for critical components and 
subcontractor fees and availability 
are among the drivers of the cost 
surges,” the Kirksey report stated. 
“With so many projects under 
construction, contractors and sub-
contractors have become much 
more selective about the opportu-
nities they are pursuing.”

Cost of materials
While it can be difficult to iden-

tify the cost of individual materials 
on a local level, prices have been 
on an upward trend in the Greater 
Houston area for at least three 
years, according to one company.

Turner Construction Company, 
which has offices around Houston, 
developed its own cost index to 
track nonresidential building con-
struction. The company’s method-
ology—which factors in labor rates 
and productivity, material prices 
and the competitive condition of 
the marketplace—shows steady 
increases every quarter since 2011. 
Costs have risen about 11.7 per-
cent overall in the past four years.

“Growth in nonresidential 

construction was steady in the 
fourth quarter in virtually all 
domestic markets,” Turner Vice 
President Attilio Rivetti said. 
“Higher construction cost esca-
lations in urban centers with 
increased construction activity, as 
well as selective mega projects, are 
driving the average domestic con-
struction cost increases.”

Officials who oversaw recent 
bond elections said rising costs and 
inflation mean the sooner projects 
can get underway, the better.

For the builders themselves, the 
rising cost of materials is worked 
into the overall price of a home 
once it hits the market, which 
often acts as a disincentive to buy-
ers, Frankel said.

Fewer skilled hands
One consistent factor contribut-

ing to the rise in construction costs 
is the shortage of skilled workers. 
Skilled labor differs from unskilled 
labor in that it requires specialized 
training or a learned skill set.

A 2014 survey conducted by 
the National Association of Home 
Builders found that about 46 per-
cent of Houston building compa-
nies are struggling with the skilled 
labor shortage. The labor shortage 
is also expected to intensify as 

Labor, materials
Continued from | 1

“A major concern for builders at this 
point is the rising cost of labor due 
to the shortage of labor.”

—Kevin Frankel, president of the Greater Houston Builders Association 
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Houston’s Most
Awarded Developer
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Buy a house and receive a

GIFT CARD

*Valid only on homes purchased before March 31, 2015 that are priced at $650,000
or more at time of signing. Builder incentives may vary, restrictions apply. See builder for details.

Right now if  you sign a contract on a new home for $650,000+ by
March 31st we will include a Tiffany & Company $1,000 gift card.

Come experience the definition of  luxury—Sienna Plantation. We have assembled the nation’s finest homebuilders
to bring to life the home of  your dreams. These incredible luxury homes feature an array of  creative plan options,
breathtaking architecture, elegant features and amenities; it is easy to see this is where luxury lives.
Please see any of  our exquisite luxury homebuilders for spectacular incentives. 
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The producer price index, measured 
by the Associated General Contractors 
of America, tracks the average change 
in price for various products that are 
central to most construction projects. 
Although it is difficult to gauge prices  
on a local level, trends show costs  
rose across the U.S. and in the Greater 
Houston area during the past three 
years, with significant increases  
since January 2014. +11% Lumber/plywood: Lumber 

and plywood are some of the 
most common material used to 
build the framing structure for 
a house or building. They are 
also commonly used in roofs.

+4%
Steel: Like lumber, steel is 
another material that can be 
used to frame a building. Steel 
can be purchased in stock 
lengths, pre-engineered, 
panelized systems or  
custom cut.

Source: Associated General Contractors of America

millions of baby boomers prepare 
for retirement.

Despite Houston adding more 
construction jobs than any U.S. 
market in the latest report from 
the American General Contrac-
tors of America, the labor shortage 
continues into 2015. The declin-
ing unemployment rate has actu-
ally made it more difficult to find 
qualified workers, officials said.

The shortage has been so wide-
spread in the Houston market that 
area schools and colleges have 
developed programs to try to 
address it. Alvin Community Col-
lege has recently seen an increased 
number of students join its techni-
cal skills programs as construction 
companies continue to seek more 
laborers. Employers even help pre-
pare students for their specialized 
certification tests near the end of 
the courses. 

“Our [area] employers are tell-
ing us to please keep the pipeline 
going,” said Gayland Capps, ACC 
workforce training specialist. 
“They intend to have job [open-
ings] for the next couple of years, 
very definitely.”

For more information visit impactnews.com

SHARE OF 
BUILDERS 
REPORTING 
LABOR 
SHORTAGE
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21%

34%

46%

A survey from the  
National Association of  

Home Builders shows an  
increase in Houston builders 

reporting labor shortages  
between 2012 and 2014.

MATERIAL 
COSTS ON 
THE RISE

Source: National Association of Home Builders

+8%
Gypsum: Gypsum board is 
primarily used as a finish for 
walls and ceilings and is known 
in construction as drywall, 
Sheetrock or plasterboard. 
Gypsum blocks may also be 
used like concrete blocks.

+4% Asphalt mixtures: Asphalt 
is one of the most common 
materials used in roofing 
shingles in U.S. homes. It can 
also be used as a material in 
building siding.

+4% Concrete: Concrete is one of 
the oldest building materials. 
It can be used in brick form to 
build walls as well as in panel 
systems or as an insulator.

FIND your

A Treasure Found  ·  SedonaLakes.com

New Homes from the 
$280s to the $600s

Coventry Homes · Emerald Homes · Highland Homes

J. Patrick Homes · Trendmaker Homes

* Receive 2 years of paid HOA dues with the purchase of an existing inventory home over $500,000  from March 1, 2015  – March 31, 2015. Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.

Generous builder and
developer incentives

during March, including

2 YEARS
PAID HOA DUES!*TREASURE

20 BEAUTIFUL HOMES READY FOR MOVE-IN

Saturday, March 7, 11am - 2pm
Sunday, March 8, Noon - 3pm

Kid activities 

& refreshments
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Neighborhood data provided by 
Grant King

Keller Williams Pearland
713-829-6337

grantking@kw.com
www.grantkingrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

The Silverlake neighborhood is located in 
Pearland and is a short distance from the Texas 
Medical Center. The neighborhood has become 
a popular place for those in the medical industry 
to make their home. 

Silverlake features a number of amenities, such 
as multiple swimming pools and parks, tennis 
and volleyball courts and soccer fields. 

Silverlake, 77584, 77578

3515 Deerbrook Court  $230,000

3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,528 sq. ft.
Agent: Mark Dimas
The Professional Group 713-478-6672

3027 Covebrook Drive  $449,000

5 Bedroom / 4 Bath  4,674 sq. ft. 
Agent: Daniel Delk 
Central Metro Realty 512-454-6873

2923 Elsbury Lane  $339,999

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,369 sq. ft.
Agent: Patricia McCracken
RE/MAX Pearland 281-686-9301

3003 Rothbury Drive  $309,999

5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  3,499 sq. ft. 
Agent: Vikki Bartholomae 
Keller Williams Pearland 714-273-6041

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 2/17/2015

Build-out year: 2004

Square footage: 1,600–4,800

Home values: $153,000–$499,950

HOA dues (estimated): $580 annually 

Amenities: Multiple swimming pools, multiple 
parks, tennis courts, sand volleyball, soccer 
fields, community picnics during certain holidays

Property taxes (in dollars):

Pearland ISD  1.41570 
Brazoria County Drainage Dist. No. 64 0.15600 
Brazoria County MUD No. 6  0.63000 
Brazoria County  0.43202 
Brazoria County Road and Bridge  0.06000 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.69372

10

Homes on 
the market*

$5,710

Median annual 
property taxes

$243,500

Median 
home value

31

Average days 
on the market*

16

Homes under 
contract*

$89.22

Median price 
per square foot

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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PEARLAND

FRIENDSWOOD

MANVEL

Beazer Homes has Pearland Covered!

*Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice.  See New Home Counselor for complete details.  © 2015 Beazer Homes  1/15   122211

©

GET MORE  IN A NEW HOME

Pearland Lakes
• Spacious homes ranging from 2,356 to 4,750 sq. ft.  

with 3 to 7 bedrooms
• Amenities will include a playground, dog park &  

3-acre community lake with fountain
• Students will attend Pearland ISD including Dawson High

Highland Crossing
• Spacious homes ranging from 1,808 to 3,480 sq. ft.  

with 3 to 6 bedrooms
• Amenities include playground, pavilion and walking trails
• Students will attend Pearland ISD including Pearland High

Enclave at Highland Glen
• Spacious homes ranging from 1,808 to 4,346 sq. ft.  

with 3 to 7 bedrooms
• Amenities will include walking trails, playground and  

pet friendly park
• Students will attend Pasadena ISD including Dobie High

For more information on any of these communities, 
visit beazer.com
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