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Bond projects include parks, public safety and roadways

Friendswood bond authorization 
brings key improvements to city
By Carrie Taylor

More than a year after voters approved  
$24 million in bond projects for the city, 
Friendswood residents are beginning to see 
changes throughout their community. 

About $9.6 million worth of community 
projects are in the works for Friendswood 
residents, including key recreational and 
mobility improvements. The projects are the 
result of recommendations from a citizen 
advisory group and the approval of a general 
obligation bond in November 2013 for the 
city of Friendswood. 

“The bond program is an avenue to improve 
various components of infrastructure for the 
city over the span provided in each of the 
proposals for the library, fire stations, parks 
and streets,” said Morad Kabiri, Friend-
swood assistant city manager. “The city in 
itself is a service provider to our citizens, and 
these are assets the community utilizes on a  
routine basis.”

Work has begun on the first phase of 
approved projects with most of the projects 
still in the design phase. As soon as all have 

See Bond | 18
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Federal transportation funding integral to Greater Houston area, Pearland projects
Congress battles Highway Trust Fund deficit 
By Matt Stephens

Although Texas voters approved  
Proposition 1 on Nov. 4—a con-
stitutional amendment which 
could provide $1.7 billion to state 
transportation projects in the 
next year—Texas and the rest of 
the country have an even more 
significant long-term transpor-
tation funding problem on the 
horizon: the Highway Trust Fund. 

The federal government’s pri-
mary funding source for transpor-
tation projects across the country, 
the HTF could run out of money 
if Congress does not pass new 
legislation this session. In addi-
tion, decreasing revenue from the 
motor vehicle fuel tax and a grow-
ing need for transportation proj-
ects means the HTF is facing an 
average $17 billion annual deficit 
from 2015–23 unless Congress 
finds a new funding source. 

“For a growing state like ours, 
[the HTF is] even more critical,” 
said Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The 
Woodlands. “Just in our commu-
nities, we’re seeing a strong econ-
omy, more growth in people, in 
businesses and—on the roads—
more growth in cargo. It’s creating 
a critical situation that requires 
that we act soon on this.”

Funding problem
The majority of HTF revenue is 

generated by 18.4 cents for every 
gallon of gas pumped throughout 
the country as well as 24.4 cents 
per gallon of diesel gas. The gaso-
line tax has not increased since 
1993, said Janet Kavinoky, execu-
tive director of transportation  
and infrastructure for the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce.  

With less gasoline tax revenue 
being generated, the federal gov-
ernment has had to borrow from 
the rest of the budget to make 
up the difference. Since 2008,  
$64.1 billion has been borrowed 
to make up the shortfall, she said. 

The national recession in 2008 
exacerbated the gas tax revenue 
decline, Kavinoky said. 

“When [people] drove less, 
they also bought less gas, so there 
were fewer fuel taxes going into 
the [HTF],” she said. “We didn’t 
anticipate that, so we had to start 
making up the difference. People 
didn’t jump back into driving the 
way they did before, so we [have 
been] making up the difference 
ever since.”

While Congress deals with a 
long-term problem of fixing fed-
eral transportation funding, there 

is perhaps a more pressing issue of 
what to do about funding trans-
portation in the next fiscal year. 

Kavinoky said Congress passed 
a bill in July to extend MAP 21—
the federal transportation act that 
has provided states transportation 
funding since  2013—until May 
2015. However, unless Congress 
acts before then and approves a 
new bill to fund transportation, 
the HTF could run out of money. 

“I don’t think we’re hearing any 
great panic about this,” said Alan 

Clark, director of the Houston-
Galveston Area Council’s Metro-
politan Planning Organization. 
“Most people feel like it’s a matter 
of when [a bill is passed], not if. 
But I think there’s a bigger issue of 
transportation funding overall.” 

Local effect 
More than one-third of the 

Texas Department of Trans-
portation’s budget comes from 
federal funding, TxDOT Public 
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Highway Trust Fund revenue has not kept up with the need for transportation 
projects. Since 2008, the federal government has borrowed $53.3 billion from 
the general fund to make up the difference. 
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Friendswood’s 2013 bond authorization included 
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Creating Houston’s Finest Communities

VisitWestRanch.com

New Homes from the $190s - $300s

Highly-Rated Alvin ISD Schools

SIX FURNISHED MODEL HOMES 
OPEN DAILY

Lakes of Savannah is located on Hwy. 6, 

2.3 miles west of Hwy. 288 and 4.5 miles 

east of the Ft. Bend Pkwy.           

Lakes of Savannah.com

FriendswoodDevelopment.com

Village Builders | David Weekley Homes | Partners in Building

Highland Homes | Lennar | Westin Homes | Anglia Homes
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The new year has 
brought new beginnings 
and opportunities for 
businesses in the Pear-
land and Friendswood 
communities. 

Since expanding to 
this region, it has been 
a pleasure meeting local 
small-business own-
ers and dining at local 
restaurants. I had the 
opportunity to attend the 

ribbon cutting Jan. 9 for the Pearland Medical Center. 
Community leaders and the business community were 
present to tour Pearland’s first hospital, an amenity that 
will provide a significant benefit to the region for years.  

This month also marks the beginning of the 84th 
Texas Legislature. Community Impact Newspaper is 
committed to keeping you informed with legislative 
coverage during the session. Read a preview of the 
session on Page 8 and learn more about your local 

representatives on Page 9. 
This year will also see several transportation projects 

reshape mobility in Pearland and Friendswood. Our 
cover story identifies problems with federal transporta-
tion funding and how it relates to statewide and local 
projects. This edition also provides updates on trans-
portation projects in Pearland and Friendswood on 
Page 6, including the expansion of McHard Road. Turn 
to Page 5 for information on a March 24 open house 
regarding the project. 

With Community Impact Newspaper’s Pearland/
Friendswood edition in full swing, readers can expect 
to learn more about how these important issues impact 
their lives. Thank you to those who took the time to 
send emails and make phone calls to our staff letting us 
know your appreciation for our publication.
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

What do you think is the best way to 
fix the Highway Trust Fund revenue 
problem? 

  Increase the gas tax and index it to inflation

  Continue to borrow from the general fund

  Give more of the existing gas tax revenue back to  
      the states

  Increase taxes on other transportation-related services,     
      such as ports, customs, etc. 

  Implement and increase various registration fees

  I do not think there is a problem with HTF revenue

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/plf-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

WHO WE ARE

WHY IS IT FREE?

WHO GETS IT?

Publishers and founders John and Jennifer Garrett began  
Community Impact Newspaper after realizing the need for news 
with a hyperlocal focus in north Austin. It has grown to include 
eight editions in Central Texas and three in the Dallas/Fort 
Worth area. The Greater Houston area has editions in Cy-Fair, 
Tomball/Magnolia, The Woodlands, Katy, Sugar Land/Missouri 
City and Spring/Klein. Now this same unbiased coverage is  
being distributed to residents in Pearland and Friendswood. 

The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and businesses in the 
coverage area. We do not mail to post office boxes, but cop-
ies are available at the Pearland and Friendswood chambers 
of commerce, at the Community Impact Newspaper office in 
Houston and online at impactnews.com. 

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.

Readers will not be billed because the paper is ad supported. 
Editorial content is never paid for and has a journalistic integrity 
uncommon for a free publication.
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Your town
is my town.

Your town
is my town.Your town

is my town. 1930 Country Place Parkway
Pearland
jharris2@allstate.com

Jackie Harris
281-454-7744

Your town
is my town.

Now proudly serving Pearland.

I live and work here just like you. So I’m 
right around the corner when you need 
me. I can help protect the things you 
own and the people you love. Call or 
stop by today for a free quote.

Your town
is my town.

© 2014 Allstate Insurance Co.
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Pearland. Owned by Michelle Barrett, 
the franchise location offers haircuts, 
color and highlighting services, 
shampoo, conditioning and waxing.  
281-412-4450. www.supercuts.com

6  Marco’s Pizza opened its first 
Friendswood franchise Jan. 13 at  
1632 S. Friendswood Drive. Marco’s 
offers delivery and in-store pickup as 
well as catering services. It serves pizza, 
breadsticks, wings and salads as well as 
sandwiches. 281-992-2426.  
www.marcos.com

7  Dancing Dyn-O-Mite opened last 
fall at 2407 W. Parkwood Ave., Ste. 100, 
Friendswood. It is both a competitive 
and noncompetitive dance studio 
and offers classes for children from 
kindergarten to 12th grade in jazz,  
hip-hop, lyrical, pom, kick and drill 
prep. Customers can also host princess 
parties, which include instruction on a 
dance of choice, games, pizza and party 
favors as well as dress-up outfits for 10 
children. 281-993-8617.  
www.dancingdynomite.com

8  Thai Technique Massage opened in 
early January in Friendswood at  
106 S. Friendswood Drive. Customers can 
choose from a variety of massage choices, 
including Swedish massage, hot stone 
therapy, pain management, treatment of 
sport injuries and numbness or tingling 
in muscles and joints, arthritis therapy 
and relaxation techniques. 832-569-2692.  
www.thaitechniquemassage.
massagetherapy.com

9  Soccer4All opened  last fall at 11302 
W. Broadway St., Ste. 106, Pearland. A 
one-stop shop for soccer enthusiasts of 
all ages, the store sells a wide variety 
of specialized products, including 
balls, nets, bags, shoes, team gear, and 
individual and team apparel.  
713-340-1300. www.soccer4all.com

10  Wing Zone opened in December at 
2811 Business Center Drive,  
Ste. 113, Pearland. Wing Zone is a 

Now Open

1  Wal-Mart held a grand opening 
for its new store Jan. 21 at 12631 
W. Broadway St., Pearland. The 
40,000-square-foot location features a 
full line of groceries, including produce, 
bakery and deli sections as well as health 
and beauty products, pet and cleaning 
merchandise and hardware. The store 
offers convenience services, such as 
a pharmacy, digital photo processing 
center and money center. The Wal-Mart 
store created an estimated 95 jobs in the 
community. 800-925-6278.  
www.walmart.com

2  Gulf Coast Educators Federal 
Credit Union opened in January at 8000 
W. Broadway St., Pearland. The credit 
union, which is dedicated to serving the 
financial needs of school employees in 
Harris, Brazoria and Galveston counties, 
offers a full line of financial services 
tailored to meet the needs of educators 
and their families. 

3  Grazia Italian Kitchen opened last 
fall at 9415 W. Broadway St., Ste. 103, 
Pearland. The restaurant, owned by 
Adrian Hembree, specializes in Italian 
cuisine as well as wood-fired pizza and 
desserts. Reservations are accepted for 

tables with eight or more. 832-230-8873. 
www.graziaitaliankitchen.com

4  Little Spurs Pediatric Urgent Care 
opened last fall at 3320 E. Broadway St., 
Ste. 126, Pearland. The walk-in clinic 
specializes in the care of minor injuries. 
It also offers a variety of services, 
including immunizations, injury and 
illness treatment as well as lab tests, 
athletic physicals, X-rays and on-site 
electrocardiograms. 832-941-5360.  
www.littlespurspedi.com

5  Supercuts opened last fall at  
2708 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 180, 
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Dr. Donald Stran, D.P.M
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Fellow of American Colleges of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

*Certifi ed By The American Board of Foot & Ankle Surgery
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national takeout and delivery restaurant 
known for its Buffalo chicken wings, 
chicken tenders, Buffalo shrimp, 
chicken sandwiches, burgers, salads and 
desserts. It offers a variety of distinctive 
flavors, including Buffalo Bliss, Nuclear 
Habanero and Tokyo Dragon. Customers 
can also purchase party platters.  
713-436-9464. www.wingzone.com 

Coming Soon

11  Studio Movie Grill will open a 
location near Pearland in late summer 
in the Shops at Boulder Creek at 
the intersection of Sam Houston 
and Pearland parkways. The theater 
features current films as well as special 
programming and film series. It offers 
a full bar and food menu featuring 
American-style dishes. Customers can 
reserve seats upon ticket purchase.  
www.studiomoviegrill.com

12  Christian Brothers Automotive 
will open in February at 9245 S. Sam 
Houston Parkway E., Pearland. The 
business provides complete automotive 
repair, brake checks and other services. 
832-356-4401. www.cbac.com 

13  An Exxon gas station and a Wendy’s 
are under construction at 1830 Pearland 
Parkway, Pearland, and will open some 
time in March. The fast-food chain  
restaurant will be joined with the Exxon 
convenience store and will also feature  
a drive thru.  
www.exxon.com/gas-stations

14  OrangeTheory Fitness will open in 
early spring at 9517 W. Broadway St., Ste. 
115, Pearland. Owned by Alex Edward, 
the fitness center promotes the practice 
of 60-minute workouts designed to push 
participants into the orange zone, which 
creates excess post-exercise oxygen 
consumption and burns calories after 
the workout is over. Personal training 
sessions and group workout sessions are 
available. 281-377-1723.  
www.orangetheoryfitness.com/pearland  

15  MOD Pizza will open in March 
at 2682 Pearland Parkway, Pearland, 
in The Center at Pearland Parkway. It 
specializes in a variety of gourmet pizzas 
where customers can customize pizzas 
without numerous added costs. The 
restaurant also offers dessert pizzas and 
salads. www.modpizza.com

16  Salons by JC will open in March at 
2650 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 196, in The 
Center at Pearland Parkway. It features 
fully customizable salon suites for 
businesses, including hair and nail care, 
skin care, massage therapy, makeup, 
extensions, tanning and body art as well 
as permanent tattoos. 281-915-1570. 
www.salonsbyjc.com

Relocation

17  In fall 2014, Warehouse Fitness 
relocated to 306 W. Edgewood Drive, Ste. 
A, Friendswood, from its former location 
on Rex Road. Founded by former NFL 
players Dwayne and Jermaine Ware, 
the gym offers skill strengthening in 
a variety of sports, such as baseball, 
basketball and football. 832-489-9431. 
www.warehouse-fitness.com

New Management

18  The Lakes of Country Place 
Homeowners Association took over the 
Pearland Golf Course at Country Place 
in January at 3123 Flower Field Lane, 
Pearland. Last fall, the course renovated 
its first nine holes with new greens, tee 
boxes and irrigation. Tom Danes now 
acts as the operation manager. Country 
Place is an 18-hole, semi-private course 
with a driving range. It also has a full-
service grill, pro shop and meeting 
rooms. www.countryplacegolfclub.com

Anniversaries

19  Killen’s Barbecue celebrates its one-
year anniversary in February at  

3613 E. Broadway St., Pearland. The 
restaurant’s menu features brisket, 
beef and pork ribs, turkey, homemade 
sausage, pulled pork and pork belly. 
Sides include traditional barbecue picks, 
such as macaroni and cheese, cole slaw 
and potato salad. 281-485-2272.  
www.killensbarbecue.com.

20  Nature’s Garden Market and Cafe 
celebrates the one-year anniversary of its 
in-store cafe in February at  
400 W. Parkwood Ave., Friendswood. 
The market opened in 2001 and was one 
of the first health and organic food stores 
to open in the area. Nature’s Garden 
sells vitamins, herbal remedies and 
supplements. The cafe offers sandwiches, 
soups, salads and dessert. 281-996-9596. 
www.nagamaca.com

Expansions

21  Bushi Ban Martial Arts is 
constructing a new 7,450-square-foot 
facility at 1625 Friendswood Lakes Blvd., 
Friendswood. Construction will begin 
in March with an expected completion 
date some time in the fall. The business 
is located at 125 W. Parkwood Ave., 
Friendswood. Bushi Ban offers classes 
for both children and adults as well as 
self-defense courses and kickboxing. It 
also offers a summer camp for children. 
281-482-8000. www.bushiban.com

In the News

The Texas Department of Transportation 
and the city of Pearland host an open 
house at 6 p.m. March 24 to discuss 
possible alignment options for the 
extension of McHard Road. The $31 
million project will extend the road 
from Cullen Parkway to Mykawa Road. 
Construction is expected to begin in 
less than two years once the design 
and environmental impact study are 
completed. The open house will be at 
Dawson High School, located at  
2050 Cullen Blvd., Pearland. News or questions about Pearland/Friendswood? 

E-mail plfnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Carrie Taylor

Gulf Coast Federal Educators Credit Union 
opened a new branch at 8000 W. Broadway St. 
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1   Hwy. 288 toll lanes
The construction of toll lanes on Hwy. 
288 is expected to begin this summer. 
The Brazoria County and Texas 
Department of Transportation project 
will add four tolled lanes—two in each 
direction—from Hwy. 59 to CR 58. 
Stretching 10.4 miles, the toll lanes will 
be constructed by TxDOT through a 
comprehensive development agreement. 
TxDOT’s portion of the project includes 
direct connectors to the Texas Medical 
Center and to Beltway 8. Design work is 
nearly completed on Brazoria County’s 
portion of the project, which runs from 
Clear Creek to CR 58. 

Timeline: Summer 2015—summer 2018 
(TxDOT’s portion); construction could 
begin in late 2015 (Brazoria County’s 
portion)
Cost: $715 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT, Brazoria 
County

CountyRecently completed

2   Hwy. 35 reconstruction 
Although the reconstruction of Hwy. 35 from 
Beltway 8 to FM 518 was completed late last 

to Hibiscus Lane, includes a four-lane 
boulevard with medians, new sidewalks 
and drainage improvements. The 
Galveston County portion of the project, 
from Hibiscus Lane to FM 518, includes 
a two-lane road with a dedicated center 
turn lane, new sidewalks and drainage 
improvements. 

Timeline: Project is expected to be 
complete by fall 2015. 
Cost: $4.6 million
Funding sources: Texas General Land 
Office grant, city of Friendswood

4   Bailey Road improvements
TxDOT and the city of Pearland will soon 
begin work on improvements on Bailey Road 
from Veterans to FM 1128. The two-lane 
boulevard will be expanded to a four-lane 
concrete thoroughfare with curbs, gutters 
and a raised median. The project will include 
drainage improvements. 

Timeline: Project is expected to be bid in 
late January or early February; construction 
could take two years
Cost: $27.25 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of Pearland

5   Garden Road at FM 518 
The city of Pearland continues work on traffic 
signals and median improvements at the 
intersection of FM 518 and Garden Road. 
Three of the four mast arms for the signals 
have been completed; however, the city 
continues work on the foundation for the 
fourth. The project also includes wheelchair 
ramps, sidewalk extensions and signage.  

Timeline: Project is already scheduled for 
completion. Construction could be 
completed once work on the fourth signal 
mast is complete. 
Cost: $290,561
Funding sources: City of Pearland
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6   Kirby Drive expansion
Kirby Drive is being expanded from roughly 
1,500 feet south of FM 518 to 4,800 feet 
south of FM 518. The city of Pearland will 
expand the thoroughfare from two lanes to 
four lanes with raised medians and hopes to 
have the project completed before Alvin ISD 
completes its nearby high school. 

Timeline: Design is nearly complete. 
Project could be bid in February. 
Construction could take 6–7 months to 
complete. 
Cost: $2.5 million
Funding sources: City of Pearland

7   Max Road expansion
Max Road is being expanded from the 
future Hughes Ranch alignment, connecting 
to Reid Boulevard. The thoroughfare will be 
four lanes with concrete curbs and gutters 
as well as storm sewers, detention, traffic 
signals and raised medians. Design on the 
project has advanced, but the environmental 
impact study process needs to be reviewed 
before construction can begin. 

Timeline: Project is expected to be bid in 
May 2016. 
Cost: $4.96 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of Pearland

Road extensions

8   McHard Road extension
A joint project between TxDOT and the city 
of Pearland, the extension of McHard Road 
from Cullen Boulevard to Mykawa Road 
is intended to create an east-west  
thoroughfare on the north side of Pearland. 
The project will include a four-lane roadway 
with curbs, gutters and raised medians 
as well as several signals and drainage 
work. Six months into design and the 
environmental impact study, the process is 
likely to take two years before construction 
will begin. Pearland and TxDOT will host an 
open house to discuss the two proposed 
alignments for the project at 6 p.m. March 
24 at Dawson High School, located at 2050 
Cullen Blvd., Pearland. 

Timeline: Project is expected to take two 
years to complete. Construction will begin 
once design and environmental impact 
studies are complete.  
Cost: $31 million  
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of Pearland 

9   Pearland Parkway extension
TxDOT and the city of Pearland continue 
construction on the extension of Pearland 
Parkway from 500 feet east of Oiler Drive to 
Dixie Farm Road. The 4,500-foot extension 
includes a four-lane, concrete curb-and-
gutter driveway with raised medians and a 
bridge crossing at Coward’s Creek. Signals 
at the intersections of Oiler Drive and Dixie 
Farm will be installed if warranted.  

Timeline: Project is estimated to be 
completed in April.  
Cost: $4.4 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of Pearland 

year, work was required at various traffic 
signals following the project’s completion. 
The signal heads did not match up properly 
with the lanes, which required new signal 
arms and foundation work at those signals. 
One of the signal’s mast arms required 
replacement in January; however, temporary 
signal heads may be installed so all of the 
intersections will be operational. The entire 
reconstruction project involved the transition 
from a four-lane, undivided asphalt roadway 
to a six-lane boulevard with a center turn lane, 
underground drainage, curbs and gutters. 

Timeline: Completed September 2014; 
traffic lights are expected to be operational 
by late January 
Cost: $22,338,976
Funding sources: TxDOT, city of Pearland

3   Friendswood Link Road 
widening
The city of Friendswood continues work 
on the widening of Friendswood Link 
Road from FM 518 to Blackhawk 
Boulevard. The Harris County portion of 
the project, from Blackhawk Boulevard 

Map not to scale

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at plfnews@impactnews.comCompiled by Matt Stephens
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Alvin ISD plans for growth in master-
planned communities in Pearland area
By Abigail Allen 

Alvin ISD is planning ahead for the 
expected growth due to master-planned 
communities in the Pearland area.

The school district owns sites in each of 
the upcoming master-planned communi-
ties, including Meridiana—developed by 
Rise Communities, Pomona—developed 
by Hilltop Communities, and the LGI 
Homes development Sterling Lakes.  

First to be built will be an 800-student 
elementary school in the Meridiana devel-
opment, said Daniel Combs, AISD direc-
tor of communications. The design on the 
project began in August 2014. The school 
is being funded using the $212.45 million 
bond that passed in the 2013 election. 

“We do have a school site that we are 
currently working through the site-spe-
cific architectural design to move forward 
under a timeline that would allow us to 
open that campus for the 2016–17 school 
year,” he said. 

Combs said the district has become 
accustomed to growth as AISD has 
worked to keep up with the explosion in 
the student population each year. 

“Our district is growing by more than a 
thousand new students each year,” Combs 
said. “When you kind of try to quantify 
that, we build our junior high schools for 
a thousand students, so every year, we 
need the equivalent of the new capacity of 
a junior high school.” 

The Dr. James Red Duke Elementary 
School opened at the start of the 2014–15 
school year while Manvel Junior High 
School will open in the 2015–16 school 
year. For the 2016–17 school year, AISD 
plans to open both Meridiana Elementary 
School and Shadow Creek High School. 

Alvin ISD initially considered building 
a school in the Sterling Lakes master-
planned community first, Combs said. 
However, obstacles led to an uncer-
tain timetable and a concern about the 
amount of existing infrastructure. 

“What we had to really do was look at 
the areas where our current campuses 
are over capacity already, and then look 
at where new homes are going to be built 
in the near future,” Combs said. “Meridi-
ana is going to contribute significantly to 
some of our current elementary schools 
that are already overcapacity.” 

The enrollment for both Savannah 
Lakes and Don Jeter elementary schools 
are already over capacity. Both schools 
were built for 800 students. Savananah 
Lakes enrollment was 891 as of Jan. 9, 
while Don Jeter’s enrollment was 830. 

“They’ll bust at the seams when that 
development gets up and running,” 
Combs said. 

The Meridiana development—which 
is projected to include more than 5,000 

homes—is expected to have some homes 
open by the 2016–17 school year, Combs 
said. AISD will likely need more elemen-
tary schools in the future in that area. 

Rise Communities was not ready to 
release details about Meridiana at press 
time. However, Combs said Rise Commu-
nities has already donated the land for the 
elementary school to the district. 

The Meridiana and Sterling Lakes 
developers are building an overpass 
between the two communities. It is 
projected to be open before the 2016–17 
school year. That overpass will help pro-
vide access to the new Meridiana Elemen-
tary School, Combs said.

AISD also has plans for Pomona. The 
district owns sites for elementary and 
junior high schools in the development. 

“We are working with the developers 
of Pomona,” Combs said. “We know that 
will be a significant development in our 
school district, and we’re working on 
making plans to serve the needs of the 
families that will move into Pomona.”

The district had no definite timeline for 
the school sites in Pomona and Sterling 
Lakes at press time. 

EDUCATION

Growing by 1,000 students per year, 
Alvin ISD is accommodating its in-
creasing enrollment by planning for 
the construction of new schools 
in the region in the next few years. 
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1  Shadow Creek High School 
 Scheduled to open for  
 2016–17 school year

2  Future junior high in Pomona 
 Timeline unknown

3  Future elementary in Pomona 
 Timeline unknown

4  Meridiana Elementary School 
 Scheduled to open for  
 2016–17 school year

Source: Alvin ISD
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Fun•Fair•Positive
Soccer

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!

For more info or to sign up go to 
www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Sign Up Early and Save Up to $20
Sign Ups End March 23

• Very Affordable  • Two Payment Plans Available

Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old
• No Travel: All games played 

locally - 22 locations

• One practice per week

• All 8 Games on Saturdays 
beginning April 11

“FFPS lives up to its name. 
FFPS has the right philosophy.”

Phil Bradshaw, The Woodlands 

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
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Session to usher in new leadership, large projects NEW TEXAS GOVERNOR

Greg Abbott

Party: Republican

Elected: Nov. 4, 2014

512-463-2000

https://governor.
state.tx.us/contact

Greg Abbott came into statewide office during a 
Republican sweep in the 2002 elections, becom-
ing only the second Republican to hold the attorney 
general’s office since Reconstruction some 130 years 
before. He came in as part of a historic GOP takeover 
of the Capitol and a new era in Texas politics. 

Several political battles have marked his career, 
including a lawsuit to allow the Ten Commandments 
to be displayed on Capitol grounds, his defense of 
the state’s voter ID law and his determination to sue 
President Barack Obama over a recent executive 
order on immigration.

In November, Abbott defeated Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth, in a campaign that garnered interna-
tional attention. During the race, Abbott promised to 
improve public education, prioritize border security 
funding and fund transportation projects. 

Abbott is married to Cecilia Phalen Abbott, who 
becomes the first Latina first lady of Texas. Abbott 
and his wife have one daughter, Audrey.

By Karen Brooks Harper
AUSTIN Call it a session of big projects—
with the potential for some big fights. 

Lawmakers convened Jan. 13 for the 84th 
Texas Legislature, and they did so with a 
host of new state leaders and what may be 
the most conservative group of lawmakers 
the state has seen in decades.

Statewide issues, such as transportation 
infrastructure, water management, prop-
erty taxes and public education, loom large. 
In addition, an upwardly mobile revenue 
number means more money for the state 
budget than in recent years—and more 
fights over who gets the cash. 

“Every dollar of government spending 
has a constituency,” said James Quintero, 
director of the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion’s Center for Local Governance.

Some Texas Republicans, emboldened 
by strong victories both nationwide and at 
home on Election Day, are also bringing 
with them some of the most divisive issues 
on the table: gay 
rights, immigration 
and border security, 
and gun control.

State Republicans 
are in a strong posi-
tion to pass their 
priorities but are by 
no means immune to 
a Democratic Party 
ready to play defense.

“We cannot look at the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate to do nothing,” said 
Steve Munisteri, chairman of the Republi-
can Party of Texas. “We need to take care 
of these things.”

Democrats said they are prepared to  
do battle. 

“You’re still seeing some folks working 
together because Republicans don’t have 
a supermajority,” said Emmanuel Garcia, 
former Texas Democratic Party commu-
nications director who stepped down in 
December. “The minority can still hold  
a position.” 

A defining characteristic of the 84th leg-
islative session is that Texas will have a new 
governor and new lieutenant governor for 
the first time in more than a decade. 

Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick are both conservative Republicans 
ready to make a strong impression early on.

“All eyes are on them,” Munisteri said.
After backsliding in the 2012 elections, 

Texas Republicans regained a few seats in 
both chambers in November. As of Jan. 
23, the House has 96 Republicans and 51 
Democrats. The Senate has 20 Republicans 
and 10 Democrats. Runoffs from Janu-
ary special elections will decide who fills 
three open House seats and one open 
Senate seat.

Growth issues 
Ranking third nationwide in state 

population growth rate by the U.S. Census 
Bureau in 2013, Texas has many large-scale 
issues facing it. 

“We have the high-
est rate of uninsured 
people in the country, 
and we are tied with 
California for the larg-
est number of adults 
who lack a high school 
degree. Those are just 
two [issues],” said 
Ann Beeson, execu-

tive director of the Center for Public Policy 
Priorities, a progressive Austin think tank. 

Lawmakers in 2013 secured voter 
approval of $2 billion in loan funds for 
water plans but will continue to seek con-
servation on privately owned lands, among 
other issues. 

The need for better road maintenance 
and new highway construction is expected 
to spark numerous plans to redirect and 
raise funds.

Texas ranks 15th highest among states in 
per capita property taxes, and relief is a top 
priority for conservative groups.

“We really want to focus on how much 

[property taxes impact] families at the din-
ner table,” Quintero said.

With nearly 5 million children in the 
public school system, education remains at 
or near the top of priority lists all along the 
political spectrum. 

Among the fights expected in the session 
is the battle over school choice, a system in 
which the state subsidizes—through vouch-
ers, tax credits or similar plans—private 
and parochial schools. 

Those plans top the list of education 
priorities for Patrick, who said that allow-
ing parents to choose private or religious 
schools allows them the opportunity to 
find the best education for their children. 

Opponents believe such programs nega-
tively affect the children who stay in public 
schools and focus state resources in the 
wrong place.

“They’re a scheme to defund public edu-
cation and funnel it into private schools,” 
said Jose Medina, deputy communications 
director of the Texas Freedom Network, 
which advocates for public education.

Social divide
Republicans have filed bills that would 

allow Texans to openly carry weapons, 
fire gay employees or refuse gay custom-
ers and would also repeal the DREAM 
Act, which allows undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state college tuition and 
pursue citizenship. 

In previous sessions, similar bills have 
divided the chambers and taken up days 
and weeks of debate, pushed off budget 
passage and otherwise derailed sessions. 

Democrats, who have filed their own 
social bills, including a repeal of the gay 
marriage ban, said those types of fights 
siphon the energy and goodwill needed to 
address the most urgent issues. 

“Any time that is spent in a 140-day leg-
islative session distracted with these sorts 
of issues gets away from doing what Texas 
actually needs, which is to prepare for its 
growth,” Garcia said.

“We cannot look at 
the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate 
to do nothing.”

—Steve Munisteri, executive director of the 
Republican Party of Texas

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature
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31 members

150 members

2015 LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

Source: Legislative Reference Library of Texas

SENATE 
district 

population: 
547,952

FIRST  
regular 
session  

of the  

Texas 
Legislature 

was  
Feb. 16  

to  
May 13,  
1846.

4-year terms

2-year terms

became part of the 
United States in 

1845.

Texas

Sources: www.senate.state.tx.us, www.house.state.tx.us, www.capitol.state.tx.us, www.tspb.state.tx.us, www.lrl.state.tx.us

A senator 
must be

26
years old 
to serve.

A representative 
must be

21
years old 
to serve.

        The 
current 
Texas 
Capitol 

was 
completed 

in 

1888.
140 DAYS: 
Length of a regular 
legislative session

It was designated a  
National Historic 
Landmark in 1986.

IDEAL
HOUSE  

district 
population:
 113,243

JAN. 13  
Session began 
The 84th Texas Legislature 
convenes at noon.

FEBRUARY
Committee assignments 
 made 
The speaker of the house and 
lieutenant governor appoint 
legislators to committees and assign 
chairmen and chairwomen.

MARCH 13 

Deadline for filing bills and 
joint resolutions 
Local bills, emergency 
appropriations and bills that have 
been declared an emergency can 
still be filed later.

JUNE 1  
Session ends

JUNE 21  
Last day the governor can sign 
or veto bills passed during the 
regular legislative session

AUG. 31  

Date that bills without specific 
effective dates become law

NOV.  3  
Election Day

5,909
bills 
passed 

10,630 
bills filed
during 83rd 
Legislative 
Session

Out of

R D Open84th Texas Legislature*

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_plf and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com

at least at least

The

*As of Jan. 23
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SEN. LARRY TAYLOR • DISTRICT 11

Top 3 priorities: 

• Pass the Texas Windstorm Insurance 
Association reform bill and redo the 
funding structure to be better prepared 
for the next storm

• Reform and refine the public education 
system to help students compete with 
other states and the rest of the world

• Help get the state’s transportation needs 
in line with population growth

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

6

288

45

Pearland

R-Friendswood

Elected: 2012

512-463-0111

larry.taylor@senate.state.tx.us

MEET YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR PEARLAND AND FRIENDSWOOD

REP. GREG BONNEN • DISTRICT 24

45

6

Pearland
146

R-Friendswood

Elected: 2012

512-463-0729

greg.bonnen@house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Support plans for a coastal surge 
protection system to protect residents 
from storms like Hurricane Ike

• Improve statewide infrastructure—
specifically transportation and water—to 
keep the Texas economy strong

• Ensure affordable and reliable windstorm 
insurance for residents along the Gulf 
Coast

REP. ED THOMPSON • DISTRICT 29

Pearland

35

6

45

R-Pearland

Elected: 2012

512-463-0707

District29.Thompson@house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Strengthen the state’s infrastructure to 
accommodate the influx of new residents 
moving to Texas

• Ensure that Texas students receive 
quality education and career preparation 
and keep school districts independent 
by providing local control

• Work with the federal government to 
secure the Texas-Mexico border and 
keep Texans safe from cartel activity

REP. DENNIS PAUL • DISTRICT 129

R-Houston

Elected: 2014

512-463-0734

dennis.paul@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Encourage 
job creation 
and economic 
growth

• Transportation 
funding and 
ensuring money is received from the 
Texas Department of Transportation to 
take care of transportation needs

• Improving the state’s border protection 
with Mexico

Alvin
146

45

SAM HOUSTON

Friendswood

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_plf—for Pearland and 
Friendswood news, and throughout the legislative session 
search for #CITxLege for coverage that matters to you.

HB 335: Filed by Rep. Ed Thompson on Nov. 18, this 
bill relates to named driver insurance policies and 
certain related exclusions.

HB 531: Filed by Rep. Greg Bonnen on Dec. 16, this 
bill relates to the constitutional limit on the rate of 
growth of appropriations. 

HB 574: Filed by Bonnen on Dec. 29, this bill relates 
to the operation of certain managed care plans with 
respect to health care providers. 

HB 575: Filed by Bonnen on Dec. 29, this bill relates 
to the notice of contract expiration provided to retail 
electric customers by retail electric providers. 

EARLY BILLS FILED

A Treasure Found  ·  SedonaLakes.com
New Homes from the $280s to the $600s

Sedona Lakes’ enviable location ensures quick commutes and more time with loved ones. Whether it’s 
relaxed afternoons in the park with a friend, the comforting feeling of arriving home or the sound of your 
child’s laughter, Sedona Lakes is full of hidden treasures. 

Gracious homes welcome family and friends. Neighborly amenities and events evoke a hometown ambiance. 
Acclaimed Alvin ISD schools reassure parents who want the best for their children. Sedona Lakes is where 
families thrive and happy memories multiply. Shouldn’t Sedona Lakes be home to what you treasure most?

Within minutes of Downtown and the Texas Medical Center

TREASUREthe tranquility
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CALENDAR

29 through 31 and Feb. 5–7 
‘Beauty and the Beast’

The Glenda Dawson High School Theater Department 
presents “Beauty and the Beast” in the school auditorium. 
7:30 p.m. $12 (premium seating), $10 (general), $7 (students, 
staff and seniors). Glenda Dawson High School, 2050 Cullen 
Blvd., Pearland. 281-485-3203. www.pearlandisd.org

29 through 31 and Feb. 5–7, 13–15 
‘Intimate Apparel’

The Pearl Theater presents this play written by Lynn Nottage 
and directed by Denise O’Neal. “Intimate Apparel” is set 
in Harlem in 1905 and tells the story of Esther, an African-
American seamstress living in a boarding house who sews 
fine lingerie. Esther worries she may never marry until she 
is caught in a love triangle between a Barbadian laborer 
working on the Panama Canal and an Orthodox Jewish fabric 
merchant. 8 p.m. (Jan. 30, 31 and Feb. 6, 7, 13 and 14), 3 p.m. 
(Feb. 8 and 15). $15 (adults), $13 (seniors and students), group 
rates available for groups of 10 or more. Pearl Theater, 14803 
Park Almeda Drive, Houston. 832-459-4674.  
www.pearl-theater.com

February

07 Mustang Bayou Turtle Race, 5K fun run
The Alvin ISD Education Foundation hosts the 

14th annual event at National Oak Park. The Mustang 
Bayou Turtle Race showcases a race of plastic turtles 
adopted by thousands of participants. In addition to the 
Mustang Bayou Turtle Race, the event also features a 
5K family fun run and a kids 1K race. The event offers a 
variety of booths and other events, including food and 
beverages, various vendors, informational booths and live 
music from Alvin ISD band students. Proceeds from the 
event benefit the Alvin ISD Education Foundation, which 
provides grants to teachers and scholarships for students. 
7:45 a.m. (sign-in, registration), 9 a.m. (fun run begins),  
10 a.m. (booths and events open), noon (turtle race 
begins). $5 (adopt a turtle), $15 (kids 1K), $25 (5K), $20 
(5K for students). National Oak Park, 118 S. Magnolia St., 
Alvin. 281-388-1130.  
www.alvinisd.net/educationfoundation

Bike for Little Heroes
Operation Red, White and Bike recognizes the 
children of the country’s Purple Heart recipients 

by providing a personalized bicycle package to a child of 
a member of the armed forces. The sixth annual cycling 
event includes four route options ranging from 16 miles 
to 66 miles. 9 a.m. $50. Waller High School, 20950 Field 
Store Road, Waller. www.redwhiteandbike.org

Winterfest
The 19th annual event offers a chance for 
guests to play in the snow, hop on a carnival 

ride, listen to live music and enjoy food with friends 
and family. Winterfest also includes a 5K and 1K Winter 
Dash, snow tubing hill, petting zoo, rock-climbing wall, 
interactive games and craft show. Presale tickets are 
available through Jan. 29, and visitors who donate 
a canned good at the gate of the event receive a $2 
ticket discount. Free parking is available at Turner High 
School, and a free shuttle is provided to the site. The 
event is organized by the city of Pearland’s Parks and 
Recreation Department. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Opens at 9 a.m. 
for attendees with disabilities. $4 (adult admission), 
$10 (child admission). Pearland Recreation Center and 
Natatorium, 4141 Bailey Road, Pearland. 281-412-8900. 
www.pearlandtx.gov

Find more or submit Pearland/Friendswood events at  
impactnews.com/plf

To have Pearland/Friendswood events considered for 
the print edition, they must be submitted online by the 
first Friday of the month.

January

29 through 30  
Photographer exhibition

A part of the Pearland Arts League 2015 Exhibition Season, 
the Hilton Garden Inn hosts the work of award-winning 
artist photographer Sally Stubbs. The hotel is the first of 12 
businesses in Pearland that will feature work from artists 
through the Pearland Arts League in 2015. Her work can be 
seen on her website at www.sallystubbs.com. Free. Hilton 
Garden Inn, 12101 Shadow Creek Parkway, Pearland.  
www.pearlandartsleague.com

29 through 31  
‘Guys and Dolls’

The Pearland High School Theater program presents its 
performance of “Guys and Dolls” in January. 7:30 p.m. $15 
(premium seating), $12 (general), $10 (students, staff and 
seniors). Pearland High School Auditorium, 3775 S. Main St., 
Pearland. 281-485-3203. www.pearlandisd.org

Online Calendar

Worth the TRIPFeatured EVENT
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Compiled by Matt Stephens

Ongoing

Pearland Old Townsite farmers market 
Residents and visitors have an opportunity to shop for local 
produce, herbs, flowers, seedlings and baked goods on the 
second and fourth Saturdays of each month. The market is 
accepting vendor applications as well as community sponsors 
and partnerships. 8 a.m.–noon. Free (admission). Zychlinski 
Park, 2243 Grand Blvd., Pearland. 281-804-4211.  
www.pearlandoldtownsitefarmersmarket.com

Friendswood farmers market 
Local vendors gather on the first Saturday of each month to sell 
fresh produce, artisan breads, local honey, spices, baked goods 
and handcrafted products. The nonprofit market is organized by 
a six-member board. The market is in the process of accepting 
applications for new vendors. 8 a.m.–noon. Free (admission). 
Stevenson Park, 1100 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood. 
www.friendswoodmarket.com

Turtle Race
14TH ANNUAL ALVIN ISD EDUCATION FOUNDATION MUSTANG BAYOU

WWW.ALVINISD.NET/EDUCATIONFOUNDATION

Turtle Race
5K Family Fun Run & Kids 1K5K Family Fun Run & Kids 1K
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2015, NATIONAL OAK PARK - ALVINSATURDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2015, NATIONAL OAK PARK - ALVIN

WWW.ALVINISD.NET/EDUCATIONFOUNDATION
(281) 331-2586

ADOPT A 
PLASTIC 

TURTLE FOR

$5

SPONSORED BY

ADVERTISING SPONSORED BY 

YOU COULD WIN A $1500 TRAVEL VOUCHER, A $1000 SHOPPING SPREE OR AN IPAD

9 AM: FUN RUN • 10 AM: BOOTHS OPEN • 12 PM: TURTLE RACE
$15 KIDS 1K (UP TO 11YRS)  $20 STUDENTS 5K RUN/WALK  $25 ADULTS RUN/WALK

(281) 331-2586
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A passion for rocks and gemstones led Holly Gardner to open One Glance Jewelry in June 2013. 
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One Glance Jewelry 
Supply & Design
Jeweler’s classes create crafty customers

W hen Holly Gardner was a 
child, she loved collecting 
rocks and would carry them 

around in her pocket. As Gardner got 
older, she kept up the habit, discovering 
she enjoyed wearing shimmering rocks in 
addition to collecting them.

Gardner recalls buying beads while on 
a trip to Fredericksburg years ago. Unsure 
of what to do with them, she asked the 
shop owners to show her. That experience 
gave her the idea to open a similar store in 
Friendswood.

Jewelry crafters of all skills and ages 
may find their mecca at Gardner’s One 
Glance Jewelry Supply and Design, which 
she opened in June 2013.

“My goal is to share my knowledge and 
love for beads,” she said. “We like to be 
different in what we offer, but our ultimate 
goal is for people to be comfortable and to 
come and stay for a while.”

The shop offers a varied selection of 
beads, baubles, buttons and jewelry acces-
sories. Customers can choose from her 
vast inventory of necklaces, bracelets and 
earrings, or if they are feeling crafty, can 
make a piece themselves through one of 
the shop’s 100-plus class offerings. 

Many customers also take advantage of 
her open studio time.

“I have several customers who come in, 
bring food and drinks and will stay here 
for hours,” Gardner said.

One of the best-selling items is a flower-
ing vine necklace called The Duchess. 
Gardner said each necklace is different as 
customers select their own colors.

The shop owner prides herself on 
having a friendly, knowledgeable staff.  
Gardner said she also wants the shop to 
be as open and welcoming as possible so 
customers feel like it is their space.

Although her shop offers a wide variety 
for customers to choose from, Gardner 
said her merchandise changes constantly, 
so she advises customers to buy items 
when they can. 

“If you see it and you like it, you better 
get it or it will be gone,” she said.

Gardner also hosts an array of events, 
including birthday parties, ladies nights 
out and team building. Her most popular 
event is the Make-n-Take Party, in which 
guests can choose up to four different 
projects and make as many as they want 
during a two-hour period. 

The cost is $20 per person plus the cost 
to make each item. She also hosts smaller 
versions of the Make-n-Take party on Sat-
urdays where customers can pay $6 and 
make something in 15 or 20 minutes.

This year, Gardner plans to add as many 
as five new classes. They are available via 
an online calendar that changes every two 
months. She is also planning to create her 
own line of jewelry. A few boutiques have 
already agreed to sell her merchandise.

“We do a lot of custom items for  
people, so this was the next step,” Gardner 
said. “I enjoy when people bring me an 
idea, and then let me run with it.”

BUSINESS

The shop’s classes allow customers to create their 
own jewelry from a wide selection of beads. 

One Glance Jewelry offers a variety of jewelry, 
including necklaces, bracelets and earrings. 

The store’s merchandise constantly changes as 
new jewelry is regularly added to the inventory. 

By the bead

By Christine Hall

Average cost of 
classes offered

$20– $60
Most expensive 
item in the store

$160

75
customers
on a particular 

weekend
3 
employees

One Glance Jewelry

S. Friendswood Dr.
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607 S. Friendswood Drive, Ste. 30
Friendswood • 832-569-5969
www.oneglancejewelry.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m., 
Sat. 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Closed Sunday

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1103167.1

Out with the old, over-priced auto policy – in with State Farm.® 
Start 2015 off right, with some newfound car insurance savings from 
State Farm.® What could make the new year happier than that?
GET TO A BETTER STATE.® 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY.

This New 
Year’s, 
uncork 

some extra 
money.

Kyle Angelle, Agent
1990 Country Place Parkway

Pearland, TX  77584
Toll Free: 855-582-3695

kyle.angelle.quje@statefarm.com
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The business offers a variety of canine products. Employees try to make pets feel at home.

Pearland Barkway 

Hughes R
d.

P
earland Pkw

y.

McHard Rd.
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Pearland Barkway owner Susan McCormack plays with dogs at the pet care facility in Pearland.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

A
ri

el
 C

ar
m

o
na

 J
r. 

Pearland Barkway 
Owner dedicated to comfort of canine clients 

L ike most successful entrepreneurs, 
Susan McCormack saw a need 
for a service she did not believe 

existed in the Pearland area. The former 
University of Houston educator brain-
stormed and came up with the concept 
that would become Pearland Barkway.

Four years ago, McCormack said she 
had a 6-month-old puppy and was work-
ing long hours. The longtime Pearland 
resident said she searched for a day care 
where her dog would not be alone all day 
long, but found most places she visited 
unsuitable for her pet’s needs.

“My original idea was to open a day 
care for people like me who needed to 
drop off their dogs during the day while 
they go to work,” McCormack said. “I 
thought, ‘If I need this, I am sure there 
are people out there that need this kind 
of service, the kind of service where the 
dog is actually played with and not ken-
neled all day.’” 

Pearland Barkway provides a variety of 
services for dog owners including doggy 
day care, dog grooming, pet sitting and 
training and boarding, but the staff 
believes what makes the business unique 
is the attention given to both the custom-
ers and their pets.

“We really kind of get to be part of 
their family,” McCormack said. “The 
pets are their family, and the reason that 
we opened was because we understand 
that relationship. We understand how 
important those pets are to them, and so 
we really develop relationships with both 
the dogs and with the customers.” 

A distinctive feature offered by 
Pearland Barkway is the canine condos, 
boarding rooms with motifs, such as 
New York- and Paris-themed rooms. 

The facility also offers a day care, a 
sprawling area where dogs run free, 
socializing and playing under the super-
vision of staff members. 

“Socialization amongst their own 
kind is good because it’s not just dog-to-
human [communication] all the time,” 
said Brenda Vaughn, who works with 
McCormack and has extensive  
experience in the business. 

McCormack said putting dogs in cages 
stresses them out. 

“We try to minimize this by putting 
them in day care, which is an afford-
able option for customers,” McCormack 
said. “We really know our customers. 
When they get married, or when they get 
sick, we’re here for them. We provide all 
kinds of different services that help them 
navigate through different issues in their 
[lives].”

Thelma Parra, a 10-year Pearland resi-
dent, has been bringing her basset hound 
for grooming and day care to Pearland 
Barkway for four years. Parra said the 
staff seems to care about her dog, which 
sets the facility apart from others. 

McCormack said the dog grooming 
part of the business is important to her. 
The owner was taught how to groom 
pets and how to bathe dogs by other staff 
members so she could talk to customers 
and be hands-on with their animals.  

“Our groomers are knowledgeable and 
are professionally certified,” she said. 
“When they come in for training, we 
like to hear that they have a light, gentle 
hand. We are cruelty-free so we only put 
dogs in a cage if they are being dried or 
groomed.”

McCormack said she is supportive of 
the local high schools, having recruited 
a number of employees from a Pearland 
ISD work study program at Pearland and 
Turner high schools. 

“I would say this generation gets a bad 
rap, but we try to show [our employees] 
a work ethic,” McCormack said. “They 
really work hard, and they are willing to 
learn.”

BUSINESS

1853 Pearland Parkway, Ste. 105
Pearland • 281-741-7058
www.pearlandbarkway.com 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 6:30 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Open Sunday for 
classes only

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

Dog days in Pearland

18
total employees

in business in the 
Pearland area

4
years

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR • 12008 SHADOW CREEK PKWY • SECOND.ORG

WORSHIP WITH US SUN • 9:30 & 11AM
BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL AGES & STAGES SUN • 9:30 & 11AM

Groomers have

16 years 
combined experience

Offers a 
1,000 sq. ft. 
fenced area for 
supervised play
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Gina’s Italian Kitchen & Pizzeria houses more 
than 600 bottles of wine from across the world. 

Guests can reserve the Wine Room—which 
seats up to 20 people—at no extra charge. 

The chicken Mediterranean pasta is topped with 
grilled chicken, garlic and feta cheese ($13). 

Jesus Medrano assumed ownership of the 
restaurant in October 2014. 

The meatballs are an in-house recipe topped 
with either Romano cream or pesto sauce ($6).

Gina’s Italian Kitchen  
& Pizzeria

S. Friendswood Dr.

Sunset Dr.

W. P
arkwood Ave

.

The bruschetta is made from scratch with basil, tomotoes, feta cheese and black olives ($5).
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Gina’s Italian Kitchen 
& Pizzeria
New owner reinvents Friendswood eatery

When Jesus Medrano bought 
Gina’s Italian Kitchen &  
Pizzeria in October, he 

wanted to change the direction of the 
restaurant. After three months as the 
new owner, Medrano has developed a 
new vision for the Friendswood eatery 
that fuses traditional Italian cuisine 
with a hint of French technique. 

“We play a little bit with the menu,” 
he said. “We have [extensive] experi-
ence, and we take chances with any-
thing in Italian and continental food.”

The restaurant opened its doors in 
2012. However, Gina’s struggled after 
two years and Medrano was called in 
to consult with the previous owners in 
March and April of 2014. 

He said he was offered ownership of 
the restaurant in September and saw its 
potential. Although Medrano said he 
was initially apprehensive about taking 
ownership of the restaurant, if he waited 
any longer the business would have 
folded. 

“I saw the potential in the business, 
and when I had the offer—and the 
offer was good—I jumped all over it,” 
Medrano said. “I still see the potential 
we have ahead of us. We are going in the 
right direction, but my expectations are 
not there yet.”

In reinventing Gina’s Italian Kitchen 
& Pizzeria, Medrano took a family 
approach and constructed a New York-
style restaurant with an open kitchen 
for customers to watch cooks prepare 
each dish from scratch. A 20-person pri-
vate room—known as the Wine Room—
is also available for customers to reserve 
for special occasions. 

Medrano said there are no extra fees 
for reserving the private room, which 
can be reserved over the phone.  

More than 20 years of experience 
in the restaurant industry has helped 
Medrano rework Gina’s menu to include 
traditional Italian mainstays in addition 
to in-house recipes. 

Weekly specials are introduced on the 
menu as Medrano and his chefs con-
tinue to experiment with certain dishes.

“We have all of the regular Italian 
seasoning that has to go [in our dishes] 
even if we serve a beef Wellington,” 
Medrano said. “We can use the French 
style and have some Italian seasoning to 
blend it in.” 

Medrano’s blend of Italian and French 
styles has created a list of customer 
favorites, including lasagna, chicken 
Mediterranean pasta and the Mike and 

Jen pasta. Medrano said he is meeting 
with his chefs to further expand the 
menu to feature new weekly specials and 
to introduce brunch dishes. 

As Medrano continues to rebuild the 
restaurant, he is also rebuilding the 
image of Gina’s Italian Kitchen &  
Pizzeria within the Friendswood  
community. 

“When you see a lot of changes in a 
place it is not good for the business,” he 
said. “Right now, since [Friendswood] 
sees we are serious about the business 
and we are here to please them, and we 
are here to keep our consistency, that 
is what makes a good business. Now 
the Friendswood community is coming 
back to see what we are doing.”

Medrano said he is working with 
various groups within the Friendswood 
community, including Friendswood 
High School, the Friendswood Fire 
Department and the Friendswood 
Chamber of Commerce as well as local 
charities to strengthen the restaurant’s 
name. 

“My goal is to make [Gina’s Italian 
Kitchen & Pizzeria] the place to go,” he 
said. “If I’m going to Gina’s, I’m going to 
have a great time. I want people to come 
here and have a great meal.” 

Although Medrano said there are 
no immediate plans for expansion or 
opening another location, he is always 
thinking of avenues to continue to grow 
the eatery’s customer base. 

Medrano said he is working to attain 
a full liquor license to expand the drink 
options beyond beer and wine. 

“There is always a future for growth,” 
he said. “Right now, we want to make 
[the restaurant] a model for anything we 
do in the future.” 

DINING

129 W. Parkwood Ave.
Friendswood • 832-569-5314
www.facebook.com/ginasitalian 
kitchen.friendswood
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.–
Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

 By the slice

By Connor Hyde 

18–21 gallons

500 pounds

100
pounds

50 pounds

of olive oil a week

of flour a week

of garlic a week

of basil a week

of tomatoes a week

250 
pounds
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To advertise or to submit story ideas: (281) 469-6181  |  impactnews.com

With over 1.3 million in distribution 
Community Impact Newspaper is in more homes than any other publication in Texas.
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The Houston editions of 
Community Impact Newspaper 

deliver to

642,768
homes and businesses.

Austin Metro

555,607

Houston Metro

642,768

DFW Metro

213,751

Coming soon! 
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I n 1987, Dale Pillow was 
astounded to discover that about 
one in five people in the Greater 

Houston area were not functionally 
literate.  

“The statistics about adult literacy 
surprised me because we—my 
whole family—are such readers,” 
Pillow said. “And it was just incon-
ceivable that [adult illiteracy] would 
be that high.”

Pillow founded the Adult Reading 
Center that year with co-founders 
Wanda Hatton and Patty Mocus. The 
nonprofit organization in Pearland 
helps residents study to receive 
their general equivalency diploma, 
to become U.S. citizens or to learn 
English to better communicate in 
the workforce. 

The organization has grown to 14 
staff members and roughly 150 vol-
unteers who help around 750–1,000 
people each year, said Pillow, now 
the nonprofit’s CEO. Students come 
from varied backgrounds, ranging 
from those with little education to 
participants who were well-educated 

before coming to the U.S. but need 
help learning English. 

One of the volunteers—a retired 
and naturalized citizen himself—
dedicates his time to helping  
students prepare for the U.S. citizen-
ship test. Pillow said he has a 100 
percent success rate in helping those 
students complete their exams, and 
he has reached nearly 100 students. 

The center also serves people who 
are pursuing their GED to keep a job 
they have, improve their chances to 
get hired or receive specialized  
training requiring a degree, she said. 

“We also have students who com-
plete their GED and are looking to 
go on into a degree program,” Pillow 
said. “They may start out at [Alvin 
Community College], but then 
they’re looking at a four-year degree. 
So we have students who are coming 
from different backgrounds.” 

Many English as a Second Lan-
guage, or ESL, students visit the 
center to learn English as well.  

“Pearland is a very diverse com-
munity,” Pillow said, “We have a 

large ESL program where we do 
teach individuals how to speak, read 
and write English.”

Both new volunteers and students 
have to attend an orientation. Pillow 
said the Adult Reading Center also 
encourages students to attend classes 
for six hours per week. She said tak-
ing the classes requires commitment. 

“We have a very strict attendance 
guideline,” she said. “[Students] are 
not allowed to drop in at their con-
venience and say, ‘Well, I don’t really 
feel like going to school today.’”

Funding for the center comes from 
donors and donations from students 
or their families as well as national 
and state funding. 

The organization also holds two 
large fundraising events each year: 
the Red Hat Literacy Luncheon 
each spring and a gala each fall. The 
luncheon will be March 26 this year 
at the Knights of Colombus Hall at 
2320 Hatfield Road, Pearland. Hous-
ton Astros legend Larry Dierker 
will speak at this year’s event, which 
should accommodate 500 people. 

Adult Reading Center
Organization helps adults improve education, learn English

NONPROFIT

The Adult Reading Center helps 750–1,000 people each year. 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

d
ul

t 
R

ea
d

in
g 

C
en

te
r

By Abigail Allen

W. Broadway St.

E. Jasmine St.W. Jasmine St.

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

A
ve

.

2246 N. Washington Ave.
Pearland • 281-485-1000 
www.adultreadingcenter.org

Adult Reading Center
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Beazer Homes has Pearland Covered!

*Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice.  See New Home Counselor for complete details.  © 2015 Beazer Homes  1/15   122211

©

GET MORE  IN A NEW HOME

Pearland Lakes
• Spacious homes ranging from 2,356 to 4,750 sq. ft.  

with 3 to 7 bedrooms
• Amenities will include a playground, dog park &  

3-acre community lake with fountain
• Students will attend Pearland ISD including Dawson High

Highland Crossing
• Spacious homes ranging from 1,808 to 3,480 sq. ft.  

with 3 to 6 bedrooms
• Amenities include playground, pavilion and walking trails
• Students will attend Pearland ISD including Pearland High

Enclave at Highland Glen
• Spacious homes ranging from 1,808 to 4,346 sq. ft.  

with 3 to 7 bedrooms
• Amenities will include walking trails, playground and  

pet friendly park
• Students will attend Pasadena ISD including Dobie High

For more information on any of these communities, 
visit beazer.com
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Pearland Parkway

Silverlake Parkway

Pearland Lakes
From the $300s
281-616-5764
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Highway 35

Old Alvin Rd

Barry Rose

Highland Crossing
From the $230s
281-616-5794

Enclave at Highland Glen
From the $220s to $400s

832-209-2204

Pearland Parkway
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information Officer David Glessner said. 
The department’s federal obligation author-
ity, or the authority provided by federal law 
to make funds available for use, has hovered 
around $3 billion a year since 2009. 

“It’s critically impor-
tant,” Brady said of the 
HTF. “It funds about 
half a billion dollars of 
projects in the Houston 
region each year, and it’s 
more than a third of the 
Texas highway funding.”

Federal funding 
has been integral to projects through-
out the Greater Houston area, includ-
ing improvements to Hwy. 288, I-45 and  
FM 518. Clark said most state transpor-
tation projects, aside from toll roads, will 
likely have some federal funding contribu-
tions. 

However, federal funding for state and 
local transportation projects is not necessar-
ily provided prior to a project’s construction, 
Clark said. Rather, states are reimbursed for 
costs spent on transportation projects. 

“It’s up to each state to decide how much 
risk it wants to incur based on the funds that 
have or have not been appropriated,” Clark 
said. “The states can go ahead and make the 
investment knowing that at some point they 
will receive the reimbursement. They just 
don’t know when.”

Glessner said transportation projects take 
years to develop, and planners need some 
idea of the long-term funding outlook. 
The short-term extensions provided by  
Congress have made it difficult for TxDOT 
to depend on federal funding. 

“In recent years, Congress has let the 
authorization get close to expiring before 
extending or reauthorizing the program,” 
Glessner said. “Also, [revenue] to the trust 
fund [does] not keep up with obligations.” 

State agencies are preparing for a poten-
tial slowdown in transportation projects. 
Glessner said TxDOT can borrow funds on 
a short-term basis to cover the operations of 
the department for several months. 

Congress has let the program expire for 
a few days in the past, but it has not been 

lengthy enough to interrupt construction 
projects, Glessner said. 

Federal funding does not just affect 
TxDOT projects or highway projects, Clark 
said. The funding from HTF can be used 
for transit services for local government 
agencies, such as the Metropolitan Transit 

Authority of Harris County and The Wood-
lands, for capital purchases, maintenance 
costs and to offset operating expenses.

Funds from the HTF also go toward 
improvement and transportation plans, 
park and pathway projects and environ-
mental programs, such as the reduction of 
vehicle emissions on roadways, Clark said. 

H-GAC officials estimate about $1.7 bil-
lion of H-GAC’s $3.5 billion 2018 Transpor-
tation Improvement Program—a four-year 
plan of transportation projects approved to 
receive federal funding—will receive federal 
money between 2015 and 2018. 

Short-term, long-term solutions
With MAP 21 set to expire in May, Con-

gress will be faced with passing a new trans-
portation funding bill this next session. 

“There’s no question that we’re going to 
extend the [HTF],” Brady said. “It has strong 
bipartisan support. It would be irresponsi-
ble to not extend it. So my guess is that Con-
gress will extend the trust fund for a shorter 
period, maybe a year or two, [but not] the 
six years that most of us would [prefer].”

Brady said the challenge, however, is find-
ing a long-term solution to federal trans-
portation funding. 

Kavinoky said any long-term solution 
should meet three criteria: the funding 
solution must be able to be collected 
today, it must raise enough sustainable 
funding and it has to be transporta-
tion related. 

“We should increase the fed-
eral gas and diesel taxes and index 

them to inflation,” she said. “Then we need 
to [look] at what we’re going to do as cars 
become more fuel efficient.”

Brady said there are more cons than pros 
to increasing the gas tax because of the need 
to reform the HTF. As a donor state, Texas 
also sends more gas revenue to Wash-

ington than 
it receives for 
transportation 
funds, so there 
is no incentive 
for Texas to pay 
a higher gaso-
line tax, he said. 
Rep. Pete Olson, 

R-Pearland, agrees with Brady. 
“I would like to see [Texas] get more bang 

for our buck,” Olson said. “I do not think 
raising the gas tax is a viable solution so I 
look forward to seeing other options.”

Although it is early in the session, Olson 
said he plans to closely monitor other  
revenue options and listen to TxDOT and 
local communities for input. 

“Transportation and infrastructure are 
critical issues in Houston and the nation,” 
he said. 

One long-term solution to fixing the 
federal problem could be the passage of the 
Transportation Empowerment Act, which 
would send the bulk of the highway gas tax 
money back to the states, Brady said. 

“It gives more control to the states and 
requires less paperwork, so you’re getting 
these projects done more quickly,” he said. 

The American Association of State High-
way and Transportation Officials released 
a list of 38 possible funding sources in 
November, including various transporta-
tion taxes, registration fees and user fees. 
AASHTO estimates a 10-cent increase in 
the gas tax would yield $13.21 billion more 
revenue in 2014 and $78.12 billion more 
from 2015–20.

Highway Trust Fund
Continued from | 1

“[The HTF is] critically important. It funds about 
half a billion dollars of projects in the Houston 
region each year, and it’s more than a third of 
the Texas highway funding.”

—U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady

18.4¢
&

24.4¢
per gallon
of gasoline

per gallon
of Diesel fuel

The HTF provides federal funding for trans-
portation projects across the country. About 

89 percent of the revenue comes from gas 
taxes—18.4 cents per gallon of gasoline 

and 24.4 cents per gallon of diesel fuel—
residents pay at the pumps. Taxes on 

heavy truck sales and heavy truck tires 
also contribute to the HTF, which is 
composed of the highway account 
and the mass transit account.  

Just as transportation projects take years to develop, there are several steps in the 
process of states being reimbursed for transportation project costs through the federal 
Highway Trust Fund. 

Congress has to pass a federal transporta-
tion authorization act before each state 
receives its yearly apportionment, or the 
ceiling on the amount of obligation authority 
states allocate. MAP 21—the current act—
covered years 2013–14 before Congress 
extended the bill to May 2015.

Congress passes  
lEGislation

2

Gas  and
Truck Tax 
Revenue

1

From the pumpto the roadways

Contributing to 

IS THE #1 SOURCE  FOR LOCAL NEWS
We’d like to introduce your business to our engaged audience!

of respondents said they read 
Community Impact Newspaper.95% of respondents said they have  

taken action after reading an issue. 85%

02.03.14

Annual Income

 <25K 5%

 25–35K 7%

 35–50K 10%

 50–75K 20%

 75–100K 20%

 100–150K 21%

 150+ 17%

Education

 H.S. or less 2%

 H.S. graduate 16%

 Some college 19%

 College degree 41%

 Advanced degree 22%

READER DEMOGRAPHICS

PROOF OF IMPACT 
READERSHIP & DEMOGRAPHICS

Readex Research is a nationally recognized independent research company located in Stillwater, Minnesota. Since its 
founding in 1947, Readex has completed thousands of surveys for hundreds of different clients nationwide. The 2013 
Community Impact Newspaper survey sample included 3,500 random addresses, and data was collected via mail 
survey from August 15 to September 26, 2013. The margin of error for percentages based on 781 usable responses is 
±2.9 percentage points at the 90% confidence level. — www.readexresearch.com 

International Demographics, Inc. (The Media Audit) was founded in April 1971 as a Texas corporation and conducts 
media surveys in more than 90 US cities annually. These telephone surveys are independent. Telephone numbers 
for the Austin survey were drawn at random from all existing telephone exchanges in Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis 
and Williamson counties, Texas. Interviews were completed with 661 adults age 18 or older from August 16, 2013 
through September 14, 2013. At a 95% confidence level, percentages based on total respondents in this report have a 
maximum accuracy range of ±3.8 percentage points. — www.themediaaudit.com 

PERCENT OF REGULAR READERS  (3 of the last 4 issues)

Austin Metro
Community Impact Newspaper 85%
Austin American-Statesman 48%
Austin Chronicle 21%
Austin Business Journal 6%

Houston Metro
Community Impact Newspaper 81%
Houston Chronicle 47%
The Villager 21%
Houston Business Journal 3%

DFW Metro (Grapevine/Colleyville/Southlake) 
Community Impact Newspaper 74%
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 42%
Grapevine Courier 39%
Southlake Journal 23%

Gender

 Female  53%

 Male  47%

Age

 18–24 5%

 25–34 25%

 35–44 25%

 45–54 20%

 55–64 12%

 65–74 9%

 75+ 4%

70% 

63% 

58% 

of our readers 
are age 25–54

of our readers 
are college 
graduates

of our readers 
earn more 
than 75K

Median Income  ............................. $84,750
Median Age  ............................................ 42
Homeowners  ......................................  74%
Median Home Value  ................... $244,301

OTHER NOTEWORTHY RESULTS

Community Impact Newspaper 
was ranked as the 

#1 Source 
for local news in all three  
metro areas we serve.

The typical reader read 

4 of the last 4 issues
of Community Impact Newspaper.

40% 
of respondents said they have 

used coupons from the paper.

95% 
of respondents said they read 
Community Impact Newspaper.

85% 
of respondents said they have 

taken action after reading an issue.

The typical reader passes his or her 
copy of Community Impact Newspaper 

along to at least one other person.

COMMUNITY  IMPACT  NEWSPAPER

What do you think is the best way to fix the Highway Trust
Fund revenue problem?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/plf-poll
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TxDOT selects projects to receive federal 
funding by considering needs for safety, 
maintenance and mobility. Federal  
funding is received primarily for highway 
and bridge projects on or near the state 
highway system. 

Federal funding contributes more than one-third of  
TxDOT’s budget and provided more than $2 billion 
in funding for TxDOT projects in the Greater Houston 
area from 2010–14.

After receiving its obligation authority 
from the federal government, TxDOT may 
enter into contracts for projects. TxDOT 
uses state funds to pay for projects and is 
reimbursed from the HTF. 

Once federal funds have been obligated, the 
money is available to reimburse TxDOT over 
the life of the project, which may take several 
years. The department is typically reimbursed 
at 80 percent of those projects. 

TxDOT can borrow funds on a short-term 
basis to cover operational costs. If the fund-
ing authorization is not extended or there 
is not enough revenue to cover obligations, 
TxDOT can still operate for a few months 
before it has to slow the letting of contracts.

Project  
selection

ProjectS

Hundreds of TxDOT projects in the Greater Houston area received 
federal funding or are set to receive federal funding through 2017. 
Several of those projects affect the Pearland/Friendswood area. 

FEDERALLY FUNDED 
Local projects

Extension of four-lane McHard Road from Cullen Boulevard 
to Mykawa Road

Widening of Max Road from FM 518 to Hughes Ranch Road 
from two lanes to four lanes

Base repair, overlay and striping on FM 2351 from FM 518 to 
the Brazoria County line 

Pavement repair and overlay on FM 518 from Hwy. 288 to 
FM 865

Replace bridges and railings at various locations along I-45

Installation of intersection flashing beacons on Hwy. 288 at 
CR 56, CR 57 and CR 64

Southbound on ramp and northbound off ramp at Hwy. 288 
and CR 56

Pavement repair, base repair, seal coat and pavement  
markings at Hwy. 288 and CR 56  

State funds  
projects

Funding  
reimbursement 

Borrowing  
money 3 4 5 6

Contributing to 
Texas Transportation Running on empty Relative rates
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38%

52%

Loss by 2013

Loss by 2024

With fewer people on the roads, lower gas 
prices and more fuel-efficient vehicles, gas 
tax revenue is on the decline.

Gas prices

House

Car

Federal
gas tax

1993 2010 percent change

144%Per  
Gallon
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75%$126.5k $221.8KMedian 
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Community Impact Newspaper is distributed to over 65,000 
homes and businesses in the Pearland and Friendswood area.

impactnews.com • 281.469.6181

McHard Rd.

6
35

2351

1128

W. Broadway St. Dix
ie

 F
ar

m
 R

d.

518

288

99

45

1

24

3

6 7 8

5

Max Rd.

SAM HOUSTON

Map not to scale



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com18

Dixi
e F

ar
m R

d.

El D
or

ad
o 

Blvd
.

Blackhawk Blvd.

B
ay

 A
re

a Blvd.

S. Friendswood Dr.
 

 

 

 
 

2351

528

528

3

Falcon 
Ridge Blvd.

Moore Rd.

W. Spreading 
Oaks Block

Woodlawn Dr.

Sunset Dr.

been completed, the city will move to the 
second and third rounds of projects from 
the bond authorizations. The second and 
third phases will feature several improve-
ments, including the expansion of Fire 
Station No. 4, construction of a new fire 
station and reconstruction of Blackhawk 
Boulevard and Woodlawn Drive.

Friendswood Communications Special-
ist Jeff Newpher said he could not confirm 
an exact timeline for the projects because 
of their fluid nature. Newpher said weather 
can affect construction dates and the costs 
of materials can fluctuate, which can influ-
ence when the city makes a purchase. 

“We have flexible expectations and time-
lines for all of the projects,” City Manager 
Roger Roecker said. “What is most impor-
tant is not completion, but doing each 
phase of each project correctly, using the 
funding and human resources in the most 
prudent way and providing the residents 
of Friendswood the best value and quality 
available.”

Because the citizen advisory committee 
heavily researched projects before present-
ing them to the Friendswood City Coun-
cil for approval, Roecker said, each proj-
ect plays an important role in the lives of 
Friendswood residents who should all ben-
efit from their completion.

“For example, a person who drives to the 
Friendswood Public Library on improved 
roads, later participates in a fitness class 
in a city park, then responds to a call as a 
member of the Friendswood Volunteer 
Fire Department, has the potential to come 
in contact with the major categories of all 
of the bond-funded projects,” he said.

The projects were divided into four prop-
ositions that Friendswood voters approved 
in a vote in November 2013. Proposition 
No. 1 passed with 67.2 percent of the vote 
and included the issuance of $6.57 mil-
lion in bonds for the fire station, while 
Proposition No. 2 passed with 66.6 per-
cent of the vote and included the issuance 
of $2.53 million in 
bonds for the library  
improvements. 

Proposition No. 
3, which received  
58.5 percent of the 
vote, included the 
issuance of $7.29 
million in bonds for 
parks and recreation, 
and Proposition No. 
4, which passed with 
68.1 percent of the 
vote, included the issuance of $7.71 million 
in bonds for street improvements.

Recreation
A project that Kabiri called a “long time 

coming,” improvements are coming to Lake 
Friendswood. As part of a partnership with 
the Friendswood Development Company, 
Kabiri said the FDC will create access to 
the lake from the West Ranch Subdivision. 

Other improvements to the lake include 
about 60 parking spaces, a restroom and 
concession pavilion as well as an automatic 
gate at the park. Landscape architect Wil-
son McClain has been contracted to design 
the improvements, which will also include 
a walking trail, fishing piers and a canoe 
launch area. 

As the design process continues, there 
will be opportunities for residents to pro-
vide input, according to city officials, 
although the timeline of the public input 
process is unknown. 

“These upgrades will allow 
the city to provide better expe-
riences for the residents who 
use these facilities,” said James 
Toney Jr., director of commu-
nity services for the city. “Hav-
ing a great community gathering place 
is also important in helping to promote 
healthy lifestyles through recreation.”

A basketball pavilion for Centennial Park 
is also in the design phase, with construc-
tion expected to begin later this year. Light-
ing improvements at the park’s detention 
pond fields have already been completed.   

A construction contract has been 
awarded for the final phases of the splash 
pad and pavilion at Stevenson Park, 
and design plans are underway for a 
bridge crossing at Coward’s Creek. The  
Friendswood Sports Park will also soon 
see improvements, such as new restrooms, 
four softball fields and lighting upgrades, 
all of which are under design.

“[These] projects significantly improve 
critical infrastructure which is vital to pro-
viding safe, comfortable places for people 
to enjoy public recreation opportunities 
for years to come,” Toney said. “Parks act 
to define the shape and feel of a city and 
its neighborhoods. Because Friendswood 
residents use existing parks so much, it is 
no surprise that they want more.”

Public safety, streets
Mary Ann Drive, Shadowbend Avenue, 

Townes Road, Winding Road, Blackhawk 
Boulevard and Woodlawn Drive will all 

be reconstructed as part of Proposition  
No. 4. The reconstruction process essen-
tially rebuilds the road, as it involves strip-
ping the materials down to dirt. 

The first round of roadway improve-
ments—including Mary Ann Drive, Shad-
owbend Avenue, Townes and Winding 
roads—have been surveyed. The next step 
is for the city to reach out to a consulting 
engineer.

Bond
Continued from | 1

“[The road improvements] will greatly 
enhance drivability,” Kabiri said. “Since 
the roadways will be rebuilt, potholes, 
pavement cracks and separations will be 
removed, greatly reducing maintenance 
needs for that section of road.”

As part of the public safety proposi-
tion, the Friendswood Volunteer Fire 

Department will 
see improvements 
made to Fire Sta-
tion No. 4 with the 
addition of more 
than 1,700 square 
feet of extra space. 
With the expan-
sion, the station 
will become the 
department’s offi-
cial headquarters. 

A new 6,650- 
square-foot fire station will be built near 
the Public Safety Building, at 1600 Whita-
ker Drive. Both the expansion at Fire Sta-
tion No. 4, located at 111 Woodlawn, and 
the new station are under design and are 
expected to decrease response times, 
according to city officials. 

Library improvements
Several improvements are lined up for 

the city’s 50-year-old public library as part 
of Proposition No. 2. The list includes an 
expansion and renovation of the interior 
and exterior; the creation of more meeting, 
children and teen areas; more parking; and 
more technological resources for users.

Library Director Mary Perroni said resi-
dents are using the library more for activi-
ties, such as tutoring, studying and small-
group activities, and the additional space is 
needed. The library will also receive better 
lighting, new carpet, a new family restroom 
and updated presentation technology.

“The library is a busy place,” she said. 
“We’ve outgrown our existing space. Often, 
the largest meeting room is too small to 
seat everyone attending a library program. 
We’ve run out of space for expansion of the 
library collection.”

The project is also in the design phase, 
and preliminary layouts have been com-
pleted. City staff continues to meet with 
the architect and is working with the Texas 
Department of Transportation on install-
ing utilities for the library. 

The city began advertising for construc-
tion bids this month.

Reshaping Friendswood
Friendswood voters approved four propositions in November 2013 as part of a 
bond that will fund more than $24 million in projects in the next several years. 
Although the timeline is unknown, the improvements will be made in three phases 
with the first phase of improvements already underway. 

Reshaping FriendswoodReshaping Friendswood

  1.1

  1.2

  3.1

  3.2

  4.5

  3.4

For more information visit  
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us

“What is most important is not completion, but 
doing each phase of each project correctly, 
using the funding and human resources in the 
most prudent way and providing the residents 
of Friendswood the best value and quality 
available.”

— Roger Roecker, Friendswood City Manager

$24 million in projects
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68.1%
VOTER APPROVAL

67.2%
VOTER APPROVAL

66.6%

1

 ROADWAY  IMPROVEMENTS
 4.1  Mary Ann Drive 
 $549,000 (Phase 1)

 4.2  Shadowbend Avenue 
 $393,000 (Phase 1)

 4.3  Townes Road 
 $273,000 (Phase 1)

 4.4  Winding Road 
 $642,000 (Phase 1)

  4.5   Blackhawk Boulevard 
 $5.45 million (Phase 3)

 4.6  Woodlawn Drive 
 $400,000 (Phase 3)

PROPOSITION

PROPOSITION

PROPOSITION

PROPOSITION

$6.57 MILLION

$2.53 MILLION

$7.29 MILLION

$7.71 MILLION

VOTER APPROVAL

58.5%
VOTER APPROVAL

2

3

4

 FIRE STATION  IMPROVEMENTS
  1.1   Fire Station No. 4 expansion 
 Design–$406,500 (Phase 1) 
 Construction–$3.66 million (Phase 2)

 1.2   New fire station at public safety building

 Design–$406,500 (Phase 1) 
 Construction–$2.25 million (Phase 2)

 LIBRARY  IMPROVEMENTS
  2   Expansion and renovation of interior and exterior

 $2.53 million (Phase 1) 
 •  Expansion of children, teen areas
 •  Additional meeting areas
 •  Added parking 

 PARK  IMPROVEMENTS
 3.1   Sports park $1.72 million (Phase 1)

 •  New restrooms and concessions 
 •  New parking lot and lighting upgrades 
 •  Four new softball fields

 3.2   Centennial Park $750,000 (Phase 1)

 •  Basketball pavilion, lighting

 3.3   Lake Friendswood $500,000 (Phase 1)

 •  Improved access, parking, restrooms 
 •  Walking trail, fishing piers and canoe  
    launch area

 3.4   Stevenson Park $246,500 (Phase 1)
 •  Splash pad, pavilion, bridge crossing
 
Park expansions $1.4 million (Phase 1)
Other park improvements $2.67 million (Phase 2)

Exceeding expectations

3415 Couch St. Houston, TX  77018
www.treestexas.com  | 281-846-3779

10% OFF 
all tree trimming services 

excludes stump grinding

Offer expires 2/26/15

Free Consultation
by Certifi ed Arborist 

Offer expires 2/26/15

all tree trimming services

Specializing In:
• Stump grinding

• Tree Health Care 

Tree Planting

• Tree Pruning

• Tree Removal

281-846-3779

Source: city of Friendswood
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                                         Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 77581 77584 77578 77546

$149,999 or less 9/58 1/33 7/95 8/135

$150,000–$199,999 9/65 16/40 5/24 7/97

$200,000–$299,999 37/58 66/51 16/62 18/45

$300,000–$399,999 14/99 54/75 12/91 22/67

$400,000–$499,999 2/81 33/84 18/130 8/94

$500,000–$599,999 1/32 19/172 15/156 13/88

$600,000–$799,999 1/2,899 4/64 2/172 11/88

$800,000–$999,999 — — 1/17 6/118

$1 million + — 1/8 — 11/252

Neighborhood data provided by 
Grant King

Keller Williams Pearland
713-829-6337

grantking@kw.com
www.grantkingrealty.com

REAL ESTATE

The Forest of Friendswood is located off  
FM 2351 and Melody Lane, just east of FM 518. 
Many of the homes were built between 1998 
and 2005 by a variety of homebuilders, including 
Perry Homes, Emerald Homes, Cervelle Homes, 
Stonebridge and Charles Martin. 

The neighborhood offers easy access to 
I-45, Beltway 8 and FM 518. The Forest of 
Friendswood benefits from nearby schools, 
grocery stores, shopping centers, churches, 
parks, golf, boating and other amenities. 

The Forest of Friendswood

711 Woodview Drive  $330,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,056 sq. ft.
Agent: Monica Foster
RE/MAX Space Center-Clear Lake 281-488-1212

806 Shady Bend Lane  $1,290,000

5 Bedroom / 5.5 Bath  6,320 sq. ft. 
Agent: Christy Buck 
RE/MAX Top Realty  713-733-3700

1103 Oak Park Lane  $769,000

5 Bedroom / 4 Bath  4,150 sq. ft.
Agent: Angela Reagan
UTR-Texas, Realtors  832-661-5939

801 Piney Ridge  $379,900

4–5 Bedroom / 3 Bath  2,813 sq. ft.
Agent: Norman Frenk
BHGRE Gary Greene  281-486-1900

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 1/15/2015

Build-out year: 2007

Square footage: 3,000–6,600

Home values: $330,000–$1,450,000

HOA dues (estimated): $470 annually 

Amenities: Estate-sized lots, greenbelts, wooded 
areas

Property taxes (in dollars):

Friendswood ISD  1.3670 
Galveston County  0.5837 
City of Friendswood  0.5914 
County Road/Flood  0.0061 
Galveston County Drainage  0.1400 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.6882

13

Homes on 
the market*

$10,805

Median annual 
property taxes

$423,000

Median 
home value

104

Average days 
on the market*

2

Homes under 
contract*

$112

Median price 
per square foot

Market Data On the market  (December 2014)
Price 77581 77584 77578 77546

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

$150,000

$125,000

$100,000

$75,000

Average price of homes sold  Dec. 2013 vs.  Dec.  2014

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

NOW
HIRING

Submit your resume to jobs@impactnews.com

EDITORIAL, SALES & DESIGN POSITIONS

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.
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PEARLAND

FRIENDSWOOD

MANVEL


