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Organizations offer businesses and residents 
incentives and tools for alternative commuting

Changing driver behavior could 
help better Austin’s congestion

By Amy Denney
With more than 200 students 

and 25 employees, Brandon Mar-
tin, founder of North Austin 
beauty and wellness school Avenue 
Five, wanted to reduce the school’s 
traffic footprint and encourage 
students to ride public transit.

In November, Avenue Five Proj-
ect Manager Taylor Howe worked 
with Capital Metro to sign up for 
the MetroWorks program to pro-
vide discounted transit passes for 
students and employees. Passes 
range from $10 for a 31-day local 
bus pass to $25 for the 31-day 
commuter pass granting access to 
all bus routes and MetroRail.

“The majority of Austinites 
aren’t familiar with the public 
transportation system and how 
much it’s improved,” Howe said. 
“We see ourselves as sharing that 
information. This was a way to 
try it out. It’s getting that theme 
and message out and helping stu-
dents and neighboring businesses 
understand it.”

Martin said students who use 
the transit passes will see cost sav-
ings on their commutes.

“One of the ways we expect it 
to help students is to reduce the 
burden of debt when you go to 
school,” he said. “With our pro-
gram it’s hard to have a full-time 
job. We expect the cost savings 
to be value added for prospective 
students. It also will reduce the 
traffic burden on the streets and 
result in fewer cars on the road.”

The use of public transit as 
a reaction to traffic congestion 
is what many Austin leaders 
and organizations are hoping 
to see increase as one strategy 
to improving congestion in the 
Austin metropolitan area.

Roads not the only strategy
In August 2013 the Texas A&M 

Transportation Institute, which 
aims to solve multimodal trans-
portation problems statewide, 
released a study of what it would 
take to improve mobility on I-35. See Commute | 25

OFF TO WORK WE GO

The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization is the transportation planning group 
for Central Texas. By 2035 it estimates an additional 400,000 commuter trips will be on 

area roadways compared with today. To manage congestion Central Texas will need  
drivers and businesses to do their part.

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO TO REDUCE TRAFFIC?

1. BUILD

Expand capacity 
for all modes of 
transportation.

2. MOBILE

Increase the area’s 
mobile workforce by 

76,000.

3. FLEX

Shift 46,000 
commuters out 

of rush hour.

4. MODE

Shift 74,000 travelers 
to other modes of 

transportation.

5. M
IXED-USE

Reduce average 
home-work trip 

length by 25 percent.

“You can’t keep adding lanes to 
roads as your only strategy,” TTI 
Senior Research Engineer Tim 
Lomax said. “That’s clear to us 
when looking at big-city conges-
tion—not that more lanes or toll 
roads don’t have a role.”

Researchers created traffic 
models for I-35 by incorporating 

all of the road projects identified 
in the 2035 long-range plan cre-
ated by the Capital Area Metro-
politan Planning Organization, 
which is responsible for Central 
Texas’ long-term regional trans-
portation planning efforts.

“When you look at 2035 the 

Source: Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce
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Austin motorists prepare for new hands-free law 
that prevents handling of devices while driving

New distracted driving 
ordinance starts Jan. 1

By Jennifer Curington
Drivers in Austin will have to 

ring in the new year by putting 
down their ringing cell phones 
and keeping their hands on the 
steering wheel.

Texting while driving is illegal 
in Austin, but starting Jan. 1 driv-
ers and bicyclists will also not be 
allowed to touch their phones, 
laptops, GPS or other electronic 
devices while their vehicle or 
bicycle is in motion. Violators face 

potential fines of up to $500. 
“The ordinance that we had in 

place was very difficult for the offi-
cers to enforce because the officer 
had to determine if the motorist 
was using the phone to text, which 
would be a violation, or to dial a 
phone number, which would be 
legal,” said Brian Manley, Austin 
Police Department assistant chief.

Austin City Council passed 
the law Aug. 28 after an advisory 

See Distraction | 26

Text messaging device ban

No distracted driving state law

Hand-held device ban

Source: Governor’s Highway Safety Association

Texas is among six states without a distracted driving law, but at least 
22 Texas cities—including Austin—have passed municipal ordinances 
that ban texting or handheld use of electronic devices while driving.

In absence of state law, Texas cities step in 

Maps not to scale
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St. David’s Emergency Network

Minor to Major.

From broken bones to strokes or flu-like symptoms 

to respiratory issues, the St. David’s Emergency  

Network provides high quality emergency medical 

care for your entire family. The latest life-saving 

technology, board-certified ER physicians and  

24/7 comprehensive emergency care. No matter 

where you are in Central Texas, there’s a  

location near you.

To find the facility nearest you, visit StDavids.com/protect

Urgent Care Facilities

Emergency Centers

Outpatient Surgery Centers

14-SDM-1382 Community Impact ER Ad_103.1.indd   1 12/1/14   4:35 PM
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DISCOVER WELLMED AND ENJOY A NEW STANDARD OF 
HEALTHCARE. ONE YOU NEVER KNEW EXISTED.
WellMed is a medical group that specializes in healthcare for Medicare-eligible patients. We were created in 
1990 by a doctor who is passionate about giving quality, affordable care to patients. Today all of our doctors 
and staff members share that passion. We deliver a standard of care that helps those we serve live longer, 
healthier, happier lives.

•  We specialize in Medicare-eligible patients. You are our passion and our purpose.

•  We take time for you, because we care about you. Our doctors see fewer patients each day so you have 
time to create a long-lasting relationship based on trust and respect.

•  Our doctors and staff members are thorough. We take time to answer all of your questions and explain all 
of your test results.

•  We provide affordable care. We help connect those who qualify with social and financial assistance programs.

•  Health care guidance offered 24/7. Some locations offer after-hours and walk-in appointments…just like 
the old days.

•  We accept Medicare and select Medicare Advantage plans.

• An independent study shows WellMed patients live longer.*

* According to an 8-year study performed jointly with the American Academy of Family Physicians, WellMed patients in Texas ages 65  
and older live longer than the general Texas population of adults in the same age group. The study was published in the January 2011 
Journal of Ambulatory Care Management.

Does this sound too good to be true? Tour a WellMed location near you and see what 150,000 
patients love about WellMed!  Visit DiscoverWellMed.com 

WellMed is a medical group with a network of primary care physicians and specialists. WellMed accepts Original Medicare 
and select Medicare Advantage health plans. Plans vary by county.

AD_AU_DISC_CO10614

Optum Sales Support Center connects Medicare beneficiaries with resources including licensed insurance 
agents that sell Medicare Advantage and Medicare prescription drug plans.

Call toll-free 866-868-6745 today.
A representative from Optum Sales Support Center can 
connect you with a licensed insurance agent in your 
area to review your health insurance plan options.

WM_Discover_SAS_Impact_10x12.25_NOV_PRINT.indd   1 10/27/14   3:33 PM
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Season’s Greetings from all of us at 
Independent Bank.

Happy
HOLIDAYS

Austin
1011 West 40th Street, Suite 100
512.652.0404

Family is why 
we do it all.
We all feel the same commitment to care for our families. 
Helping you meet your insurance needs is part of my commitment to you.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm,  Home Off ice,  B loomington,  IL

Bill 
Anderson
Agent

8716 N Mopac Expy
Ste 120
Austin, TX 78759-8368
Bus 512.346.0884
Toll Free 866.346.0884
www.billanderson.biz

•  STATE FARM AGENT SINCE 1977
•  L ICENSED STAFF HAS 73 YEARS STATE FARM EXPERIENCE
• TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY–BBA, MANAGEMENT
• HELPING PEOPLE RELOCATE TO AUSTIN AND CENTRAL TEXAS
• BBB ACCREDITED BUSINESS
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I was nervous the 
first time I rode Capital 
Metro’s newest bus ser-
vice, MetroRapid. I have 
ridden public transit in 
Chicago, New York City 
and even Sydney, Aus-
tralia, but the thought of 
using my smartphone to 
purchase and swipe my 
ticket was unnerving. 
What if it didn’t work? 
What if I held up the 

line? What if the driver didn’t let me on?
I bought my ticket through Capital Metro’s app and 

had it ready on my screen. The real-time display indicated 
a bus wasn’t set to arrive for a few minutes, so I checked 
my email. When I switched back to the app my phone 
failed to connect to Capital Metro’s free Wi-Fi service. My 
ticket didn’t appear, I held up the line, but thankfully the 
bus driver—seeing my panic-stricken face—let me on.

FROM THE EDITOR

Amy Denney
EDITOR

adenney@impactnews.com

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS

John and Jennifer Garrett
PUBLISHER - AUSTIN METRO

Traci Rodriguez

Editorial
FOUNDING EDITOR  Cathy Kincaid

EXECUTIVE EDITOR  Shannon Colletti
MANAGING EDITOR  JP Eichmiller

EDITOR  Amy Denney
REPORTER  Lyndsey Taylor
COPY EDITOR  Andy Comer

STAFF WRITERS  Jennifer Curington, Kate Morris, 
Kelli Weldon

Advertising
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE  Susan Singhaus

ACCOUNT COORDINATOR  Amy Cope

Design
CREATIVE DIRECTOR  Derek Sullivan
GRAPHIC DESIGNER  Angie Calderon

STAFF DESIGNERS  Jean Henric, Ethan Hill
ART PRODUCTION MANAGER  Tiffany Knudtson

Business
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER  Claire Love
CIRCULATION SPECIALIST  Cody Leitholt

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community 

Impact Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. 
The company’s mission is to build communities of 
informed citizens and thriving businesses through 

the collaboration of a passionate team. Now, with 18 
markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth 

metro areas, the paper is distributed to more than  
1.3 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
16225 Impact Way, Ste. 1

Pflugerville, TX 78660 • 512-989-6808
impactnews.com

PRESS RELEASES  nwanews@impactnews.com
ADVERTISING  nwaads@impactnews.com

COMMENTS  nwafeedback@impactnews.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS  impactnews.com/subscriptions

© 2014 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLLREADER COMMENTS

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What commute alternative are you 
willing to try or already do?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll.

City boosts recycling services to meet zero-waste goals  
(published in Volume 8, Issue 10)

“Texas is still the USA’s largest [state] without comprehensive 
recycling rules mandated for all 254 counties and hundreds of 
cities, towns and villages. Texas was a ‘worst’ government in 
the 2011 American State Litter Scorecard. Good news: Austin 
was the largest Texas city not on Travel + Leisure [magazine’s] 
‘America’s Dirtiest Cities’ list.”

—S. Spacek

Developer proposes dense housing, office, retail on 
Spicewood Springs (published in Volume 8, Issue 9)

“If you can’t build an office park right at MoPac, where can 
you? Opposition to this project is just ridiculous.”

— Bard 

“I value the current character of my west side MoPac neigh-
borhood, which is right next to Austin Oaks. It is the reason 
I live here. In the evening and on weekends, after the office 
buildings empty out, Austin Oaks is quiet and provides a nice 
buffer to the madness of MoPac. Austin leaders need to un-
derstand that it is okay to have stability and areas that are not 
commercial at all times. Let the current zoning of Austin Oaks 
stay. Please.”

—Mark

How are you helping the city of 
Austin achieve its zero-waste goals? 

I recycle items from my home and/or business.

  82% 

I have a compost at my home and/or business.

  7.7%

I use reusable items and shop for secondhand items.

 7.7%
 
I don’t recycle or use reusable items.

 2.6% 

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 11/26/14–12/12/14

Moments such as this are why many people are 
nervous about riding public transit. It does not always 
go smoothly, but in most cases it does. Organizations 
such as Capital Metro and Commute Solutions do not 
want fear to deter people from using transit for their 
commutes. They created programs and resources to 
put commuters at ease and teach them how to ride. 
An easy way to try out transit is on the weekend when 
you’re not pressed for time. I explored these options 
and other technology available to aid residents in find-
ing an alternative to driving alone to work during peak 
hours in my front-page story of this issue.

As 2014 winds down, our company is gearing up 
for our annual January Issue that explores highlights 
of 2014 and what is in stock for 2015. Have a safe and 
happy holiday season, and we’ll see you in the new year.

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2015 A3 Prem FWD
$339mo 1

36 MO. LEASE
First monthly payment paid by Audi
Additional $750 Audi Owner Loyalty!

Receive up to
$2,000 

Bonus Savings On
New 2015/2015.5 S60Additional $750 Audi Owner Loyalty!

2015 Foreseter 2.5i
CVT with Alloy Package

$263mo 2  

$999 Due at signing
0.9% APR � nancing available for 48 mos

1 - Audi -Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A3 Stk# D1605 based on MSRP $35,135. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 � rst mo payment (paid by Audi) + $0 security deposit = $3,694 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option / residual at lease end for $20,378. 36 monthly payments of $339. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribu-
tion; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Le see responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP  2 - Subaru -Model FFA. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal 
negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception (including 1st mo payment), no sec. dep. required, 41 monthly pymts of $263, � nal pymt / residual = $13,387. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,486. Stk# Z11118. 3 - Volvo -Expires 01/02/2015. Must provide proof of ownership (insurance card). Conquest & Volvo Loyalty may not be combined. 
Incentive will be reduced from sale price. Only available on 2015 or 2015.5 Volvo S60 ($2000) & XC60 ($1000).  4-Volvo -*No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $349, based on $39,625 MSRP of 2015.5 V60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at 
$0.25 / mile. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services. Stock # V5288, residual $23815.

 -Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A3 Stk# D1605 based on MSRP $35,135. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 � rst mo payment (paid by Audi) + $0 security deposit = $3,694 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option / residual at lease end for $20,378. 36 monthly payments of $339. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribu-
tion; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Le see responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP  2 - Subaru -Model FFA. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal 

 -Expires 01/02/2015. Must provide proof of ownership (insurance card). Conquest & Volvo Loyalty may not be combined. 

2015 V60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$349mo 4

36 MO. LEASE
First month’s payment is on us! 
PLUS 3 yrs full coverage including 
Wear & Tear*
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IMPACTS

Relocations

10  Helios Fused Glass Studio will close 
its store at 10700 Anderson Mill Road, 
Ste. 120, on Dec. 20 and reopen Jan. 5 in 
its new location at 13581 Pond Springs 
Road, Ste. 107. The move will allow the 
business to grow from 1,500 square feet to 
3,200 square feet. Helios offers glass fusing 
classes and sells materials and supplies. 
512-996-0960. www.heliosglass.com

11  On Nov. 22, Cupcaking Desire 
opened in front of the Lone Star Court 
hotel at 10901 Domain Drive. The food 
trailer offers cupcakes, cakes and mini 
cakes, cake pops, cookies and more. 
Luciana Roth opened the business in 2011 
at 10812 N. RM 620. 512-970-1613. 
www.cupcakingdesire.com

12  In December 2015, Bazaarvoice will 
move into a 137,615-square-foot office at 
the Quarry Oaks office complex at 10901 
Stonelake Blvd., according to leasing 
agency Riverside Resources. Bazaarvoice 
is relocating from 3900 N. Capital of Texas 
Hwy., Ste. 300, and will be the sole tenant 
in the new building. 512-551-6000. 
www.bazaarvoice.com

13  The new headquarters for the Austin 
Board of Realtors will open Jan. 5 at 
4800 Spicewood Springs Road. ABoR is 
relocating from 10900 Stonelake Blvd., Ste. 
A-100. It provides real estate services to its 
members such as education and operates 
the Multiple Listings Service information 
for Central Texas. An open house event is 
Jan. 16 from 9 a.m.–noon. 512-454-7636. 
www.abor.com

14  Chiropractor Miguel Millán moved 
his business, TR Manual Therapy, on 
Dec. 8 from 12319 N. MoPac, Ste. 260, 
to 10601 Pecan Park Blvd., Ste. 302. 
Millán also renamed the business to 
8-555-MY-CHIRO and offers extended 
hours and walk-in service. The business 
accepts Medicare. 8-555-692-4476. 
www.8555mychiro.com

15  On Dec. 15, Jobs2Careers opened in 
its new space at the Champion Office Park, 
6433 Champion Grandview Way, Bldg. II, 
Ste. 100. The company assists job seekers 
with access to job listings through a variety 
of services. Jobs2Careers is the first tenant 
in the new Champion Office Park and 
took over 13,000 square feet of space. In 
the summer it will launch an internship 
program. www.jobs2careers.com

School Notes

16  In early November, Round Rock 
ISD hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
Spicewood Elementary School. The school, 
located at 11601 Olson Drive, has 794 
students and is led by principal Jiae Kim. 
512-428-3600. www.roundrockisd.org

Now Open

1  Austin Veterinary Emergency and 
Specialty Center, 7300 RM 2222, Ste. 100, 
opened its surgical center Nov. 20. Its 
emergency, critical care and internal 
medicine center will open in mid-January. 
The facility offers referral services for 
companion animals, dogs and cats. 
512-343-2837. www.austinvets.com

2  American luxury apparel store Peter 
Millar opened in Oct. 27 at 11600 Century 
Oaks Terrace, Ste. 128. The store sells 
sportswear, shoes and accessories for 
men and women. The brand has locations 
in Scotland, New York and Florida. The 
Domain store is Peter Millar’s first in Texas. 
512-969-6608. www.petermillar.com

3  Simply Prepaid, operated by locally 
owned Wireless Summit, opened Oct. 27 
at 6301 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 602. The 
business is a new concept from T-Mobile 
and allows customers to browse a variety 
of smartphones and rate plans from 
T-Mobile, Univision Mobile, GoSmart 
Mobile and Ultra. 512-219-9797. 
www.prepaidtmobileaustin.com

4  A designer and manufacturer of 
organic and modern furnishings, 4th 
Edition Design opened its showroom 
and manufacturing facility Dec. 1 at 
2000 Windy Terrace, Bldg. 6. Owner 
and designer Matt Andersen uses wood 
from trees that have already fallen to 
create one-of-a-kind pieces, including 
tables, countertops, seating, lighting, 
storage and doors. 512-363-5093. 
www.4theditiondesign.com

5  Jonathan and Edith Troen opened 
Austin Yoga Tree on Nov. 3 at 10401 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 105B. The yoga 
studio offers daily classes, meditation, group 
and personal life coaching, community 
events and workshops. From Jan. 12–17 the 
business is hosting a week of free classes 
for its Get Your Resolution On program. 
512-887-8807. www.austinyogatree.com. 
Twitter: @austinyogatree

6  A third Austin location of Smoke N 
Chill opened Sept. 19 at 11150 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 209. The business sells smoking 
accessories, including e-cigarettes, cigars, 
pipes and hookahs. 512-291-3750. 
www.smokenchill.net

7  Serving traditional Chinese dim 
sum, New Fortune Chinese Seafood 
Restaurant opened Nov. 15 in the 
Chinatown Center at 10901 N. Lamar 
Blvd. The restaurant is open Saturday and 
Sunday from 10 a.m.–3 p.m. and will be 
open Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 
512-832-9992

Coming Soon

8  A second Austin-area location of 
Man Pasand Supermarket will open in 
February in The Hub, 13945 N. US 183, 
Ste. C-89. The business’s original South 
Austin location sells fresh produce, spices 
and food from throughout the world. 512-
892-9600. www.manpasandgrocery.com 

9  Construction on the 12,000-square-
foot The Edge office condos, located at 
1139 W. Braker Lane, will be finished by 
the end of December. Buyers can purchase 
spaces starting at 2,000 square feet. Surface 
parking is available, and the building is 
located 2 miles from The Domain and The 
Arbor Walk shopping centers and Austin 
Community College’s Northridge campus. 
512-835-4890. www.ldandc.com

IMPACTS
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Compiled by Amy Denney and Lyndsey Taylor

17  At the Greater Austin Chamber 
of Commerce’s ninth annual State of 
Education event Nov. 17, Westwood High 
School, 12400 Mellow Meadow Drive, 
in Round Rock ISD was recognized for 
excellence in preparing students for post-
secondary education. The event recognizes 
college enrollment and science, technology, 
engineering and math initiatives in 
Central Texas. www.austinchamber.com

New Ownership

18  In mid-September, Bill Dorsey and 
Matthew Brewer took over ownership of 
Pink Lion Vapor. The store also relocated 
from the top floor of Lakeline Mall to the 
first floor, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. 
0D02A. The shop sells electronic cigarettes 
as well as e-liquid for vaporizing. 
www.pinklionvapor.com

Anniversaries

19  Amy’s Ice Creams celebrated its 30th 
anniversary Nov. 18. The ice cream chain 
has 13 Austin-area locations, including at 
the Arboretum, A  10000 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 140, and at Austinville 78750, 
B  13265 N. US 183. Arboretum: 512-345-

1006, Austinville 78750: 512-918-2697. 
www.amysicecreams.com

20  Mangia Pizza celebrated its 25th 
anniversary in late November. The pizzeria 
is known for its Chicago-style stuffed 
pizza and has locations at A  8012 Mesa 
Drive and B  12001 Burnet Road, Ste. D 
as well as inside the Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport. 512-349-2126. 
www.mangiapizza.com

Expansions

21  In November, The University of Texas 
Board of Regents approved a $20 million 
expansion to its Texas Advanced 
Computing Center, located at the 
J.J. Pickle Research Campus, 3925 W. 
Braker Lane. The expansion includes 
a 38,000-square-foot building and an 
auditorium for about 260 people. 
512-475-9411. www.tacc.utexas.edu

22  Wonko’s Toys & Games, located at 
13776 N. US 183, Ste. 116, expanded in 
September into an adjacent suite. The 
new space provides tables for gaming 
tournaments and play. 512-335-1000. 
www.wonkos.com

23  Camp Gladiator, which offers outdoor 
boot camps, will have two new Northwest 
Austin locations starting Jan. 5. The 
new locations are at Balcones Country 
Club, A  8600 Balcones Club Drive, and 
Spicewood Club, B  11210 Spicewood Club 
Drive. Camp Gladiator has more than 60 
locations serving North Austin. 512-294-
0136. www.campgladiator.com/austin

24  On Nov. 30 engineering consulting 
firm CP&Y, which has an office at 13809 
Research Blvd., Ste. 300, acquired The 
Wallace Group Inc., a firm providing 
engineering, architecture and survey 
services. The Wallace Group will be a 
subsidiary of CP&Y and retain its name. 
The firms have collaborated on I-35 
infrastructure projects. 512-349-0700. 
www.cpyi.com, www.wallace-group.com 

Name Change

25  Three Emeritus senior living facilities 
in Northwest Austin changed their names 
Nov. 20. Emeritus at North Austin, 
A  5310 Duval Road, is now Brookdale 

North Austin; Emeritus at Spicewood 
Springs, B  4401 Spicewood Springs Road, 
is now Brookdale Spicewood Springs; 
and Emeritus at Parmer Woods, C  12429 
Scofield Farms Drive, is now Brookdale 
Parmer Lane. www.brookdale.com

Community

The city of Austin celebrates its 175th 
birthday Dec. 27. In recognition of the 
celebration, the Austin History Center, 
810 Guadalupe St., is showing the “Austin 
175: From Cabins to Skyscrapers” exhibit 
through March 22. The exhibit features 
photographs of the city’s early years and 
growth to becoming the 11th-largest city in 
the United States. 512-974-7480. 
www.austinhistorycenter.org

Closings

26  Spicewood Tavern closed in November 
at 8127 Mesa Drive. The restaurant had 
been open for two years.

27  After 30 years of business, The Quilt 
Store recently closed at 2700 W. Anderson 
Lane, Ste. 301.

28  Sports medicine clinic Medicine in 
Motion will close its Northwest Austin 
location at 13805 Research Blvd., Ste. 150, 
on Dec. 31. The business, which recently 
celebrated its fifth anniversary, will 
continue serving patients at its office at 
711 W. 38th St., Ste. G4. It offers X-rays, 
ultrasounds, physical therapy, nutrition 
services and personal training. Dr. Martha 
Pyron owns the business. 512-257-2500. 
www.medinmotion.com

In the News

29  Just Train Fun resumed its services in 
late November in The Domain II—between 
Dick’s Sporting Goods and Dillard’s—after 
closing during construction of the outdoor 
lawn venue. The business offers train 
rides for children and will be open for the 
season through Jan. 4. The train schedule 
is available on Just Train Fun’s website. 
512-795-0273. www.justtrainfun.com

30  Austin Public Library’s Milwood 
Branch will be closed from Feb. 1–
December 2015 for renovations. During 
the closure the library, located at 12500 
Amherst Drive, will offer on-site services 
beginning March 16 in the meeting room. 
Renovations include replacing furniture, 
upgrading technology, and improving the 
plumbing, heating and cooling systems. 
512-974-9880. http://library.austintexas.gov

31  JAMRZ Cafe closed its dine-in service 
Sept. 8 and is solely offering catering. The 
business offers burger, breakfast taco, salad 
and baked potato bars and needs a 24-hour 
notice. JAMRZ is still operating out of the 
kitchen at 13776 N. US 183, Ste. 142. The 
business has a new phone number as well. 
512-835-4467. www.jamrzcafe.com News or questions about Northwest Austin? 

Email nwanews@impactnews.com.

American luxury apparel store Peter Millar opened 
Oct. 27 at The Domain.

2

Jonathan and Edith Troen opened Austin Yoga 
Tree on Nov. 3 on Anderson Mill Road.

5

In late December construction will wrap up on The 
Edge office condos on Braker Lane.

9

The University of Texas is planning a $20 million ex-
pansion to the Texas Advanced Computing Center.
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DO YOU HAVE A CHIROPRACTOR?

Quality Chiropractic Care | Schedule your appointment online | Medicare Accepted

8-555-MY-CHIRO
www.8555mychiro.com

Call 
Today

!
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1   SH 71 express lanes
Roadway improvements are on the way 
for the SH 71 project to add two toll 
lanes, realign FM 973 at the intersection 
of SH 71 and build bridges over FM 
973 and SH 130. McCarthy Building 
Companies Inc. and Lockwood, Andrews 
& Newman Inc. will design, develop and 
construct the project. McCarthy and LAN 
received notice to proceed on the project 
in September.

Timeline: Design: November–January; 
construction could begin in January
Cost: $149 million
Funding sources: Federal and state 
funds

2   US 183 frontage road resurfacing
The Texas Department of Transportation will 
repair and resurface about 2.5 miles of US 
183 frontage road from Lake Creek Parkway 
to McNeil Drive.

Timeline: Construction to begin in spring 
2015
Cost: $2.08 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

183

71

973
Burleson 
Rd.

Regional project 3   US 183 resurfacing
TxDOT plans to resurface about 1 mile of US 
183 from MoPac to Loop 360. The project 
was bid for construction in April but was put 
on hold.

Timeline: Construction could begin in 
summer 2015
Cost: $1.35 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

4   Loop 360 resurfacing
Almost 12 miles of Loop 360 will be 
resurfaced from US 183 to Walsh Tarlton 
Lane.

Timeline: Will go out for bids for 
construction in February
Cost: $3 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

5   MoPac construction
From RM 2222 to Parmer Lane, retaining wall 
construction is ongoing, and crews are 
installing overhead sign structures. In 
January workers will start construction of the 
shared-use path between the Brushy Creek 
Trail and Capital of Texas Hwy. Near Steck 
Avenue crews are constructing an auxiliary 
lane parallel to northbound MoPac to allow 
drivers on the northbound frontage road to 
bypass the traffic signal at Steck and avoid 
any roadwork delays. Also in January crews 
should be finishing the installation of the first 
sound wall near Enfield Road.

Timeline: October 2013–fall 2015
Cost: $204 million
Funding sources: Federal and state funds

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at nwanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Amy Denney
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RoundRockTexas.gov/rocknlights

BRAND NEW SHOW! 
ALL NEW DISPLAYS!

Experience 

Rock’N Lights Holiday 

Light Tour at Old Settlers Park 

and the NEW BIGGER Christmas 

Towne at the end of the tour at the 

Old Settlers Association and the Dell 

Diamond parking lot. Christmas Towne 

features a new light maze, family 

activities, Kiddie Express Train, 

petting zoo, holiday food, 

themed nights and 

more!

Park Admission:
Family Vehicles $15 • Limos $50
Shuttle Bus (9–30 people) $45
Commercial Bus (31+ people) $75

Admission includes:
FREE entry into the NEW BIGGER Christmas 
Towne. Christmas Towne is FREE and will be 
open the following evenings: Dec. 6, 7, 12, 13, 
14, 18, 19, 20,21, 22, 23, 24 and 25.

Operating Schedule:
Dec. 1-17: Sunday–Thursday 6–9 p.m.; 
Friday & Saturday 6–10 p.m.

Dec. 18-24: 6–10 p.m.

Dec. 25-30: 6–9 p.m.

Sponsored by

• 36 private rooms with private baths

• Spacious therapy gyms

• In house pharmacy

• Bariatric rooms

• Bedside dialysis capabilities

• Dedicated ADL therapy area

• Respiratory therapy services 
on site

• Individualized intensive therapy 
programs–physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech 
therapy

• Community based specialty
physicians providing medical care

• Patient specifi c eRehab 
outcomes data

• Fully electronic medical records

• FREE on site street level parking

For more information, to make a referral, 
or for a tour, please contact:

Melanie Kidd, 
Director of Business Development

(512) 201-9742
mkidd@vrhlaketravis.com 

or visit www.vrhlaketravis.com

� KEWAY’S NEW 

FULLY DEDICATED 

REHABILITATION 
HOSPITAL

Now Open!

2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734 • (512) 263-4500
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TxDOT to start mobility study on Loop 360
Agency to work with residents, commuters to develop solutions

By Amy Denney
Three years ago the Texas Department 

of Transportation ditched an unpopular 
innovative intersection plan aimed at 
improving mobility on Loop 360.

Area residents were concerned about 
the feasibility of adding U-turns as part 
of the Michigan left-turn proposal and a 
lack of public input early on in the process. 
TxDOT officials decided to drop the proj-
ect and instead take in residents’ sugges-
tions from community outreach meetings.

Since then the agency has been mak-
ing short-term fixes such as synchroniz-
ing traffic signals on Loop 360 for longer 
green lights during peak hours. This sum-
mer TxDOT extended four left-turn lanes 
to give drivers more space to safely make 
turns from the highway to side streets in 
Northwest Austin.

“These [fixes] are lessons learned and 
things we took away from those discus-
sions,” said Terry McCoy, TxDOT deputy 
district engineer for Austin. “When we 
did meet with [residents], certainly we 
were listening. … The last thing was fix-
ing the problem at Loop 1. That’s where 
all the trouble starts.”

That fix will involve adding a third 
left-turn lane from northbound MoPac to 
northbound Loop 360 as well as add-
ing a third lane to Loop 360 near MoPac. 
TxDOT plans to bid the $5 million project 
in May. In February, TxDOT will seek bids 
on a project to resurface the roadway from 
US 183 to Walsh Tarlton Lane.

Next the agency is planning a 12- to 
18-month mobility study to identify 
problems and solutions, Public Involve-
ment Lead Bruce Byron said. TxDOT will 
first meet with stakeholders—employers, 
residents and commuters who use Loop 
360—throughout the corridor and ask 
them to identify issues they see. Byron 
said meetings will begin in early 2015 and 
will include businesses and homeowners 
associations.

“Last time we just didn’t have enough 
time to do what we needed to do,” he said. 
“There was a funding deadline, so we 
were rushed and didn’t have the time to 
do what we’re doing now.”

TRANSPORTATION

TxDOT will then come up with solu-
tions to those issues and present them to 
stakeholders. Byron said the agency will be 
able to walk through realistic solutions with 
stakeholders to explain the pros and cons.

“One of the other takeaways of the last 
effort was that it became apparent that we 
really needed to start from scratch from 
the very beginning with grass-roots efforts 
to talk to people and bring them along in 
the process of what the options are on a 
corridor like [Loop] 360,” Byron said.

The agency has not yet said what type of 
improvements could be proposed because it 
wants to involve residents and commuters 
in the planning process to see what issues 
they see before proposing any solutions.

“It will require significant citizen sup-
port to get the funding for this, whatever 
the improvements may be,” Byron said.

On. Oct. 9 the agency signed a con-
tract with Atkins Engineering, which has 
an Austin office located off Courtyard 
Drive at Loop 360, for consulting work 
to analyze Loop 360 data. The total cost 
of the study is $1.27 million, and it will 
be funded by TxDOT’s Transportation 
Planning and Programming Division and 
Austin District study funds.

Funding any improvements is still an 
issue because projects statewide are compet-
ing for limited dollars, McCoy said. How-
ever, once a plan for Loop 360 is formed and 
public support is garnered, he said the road-
way will have a better chance of competing 
for funding when it becomes available.

“We have to know what the plan is, how 
much it costs and prioritize the plan with 
everything else that’s going on in the region 
and the amount of funding that we have 
access to,” McCoy said. “It’s a balancing act.”

Leslie Craven, president of the Courtyard 
Homeowners Association, said the neigh-
borhood opposed the Michigan left-turn 
proposal three years ago. Many Courtyard 
residents attended the presentations, and 
some residents even met with TxDOT. Cra-
ven said the plan would not have worked 
well for the neighborhood, which only has 
access from Loop 360.

Craven said she is pleased TxDOT is 
contacting residents first in the new study 
because their opinions will be heard.

She said many Courtyard residents 
know what to expect with congestion, 
and Craven said she avoids using Loop 
360 during peak hours. She said she also 
understands the challenges TxDOT faces 
with trying to improve mobility.

“Part of problem is we’re more confined 
by canyons, and we have no ability to put 
in the extra lanes or overheads than along 
[RM] 620,” she said. “They need to take the 
pass-through traffic off [Loop] 360 and put 
it somewhere else. [Loop] 360 is scenic … 
and is not meant to be a freeway road.”

“[Solutions] will 
require significant 
citizen support to 

get the funding for 
[them], whatever the 

improvements may be.”
—Bruce Byron, public involvement lead  

with the Texas Department of Transportation

Map not to scale
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Loop 360 road improvements

The Texas Department of Transportation has 
been making short-term improvements to 
aid mobility on Loop 360. It worked with the 
city of Austin to synchronize traffic signals 
and has other projects in the works. In 
the 1980s–90s, traffic signals were added 
throughout the scenic highway, also known 
as Capital of Texas Hwy., which stretches 
14.7 miles in length.

Resurface roadway 
In 2015, TxDOT will resurface Loop 360 
from US 183 to Walsh Tarlton Lane at a 
cost of $3 million.

Turn-lane improvements 
In late 2015, TxDOT will 
add turn lanes at various 
intersections from Lake 
Austin to Walsh Tarlton at 
a cost of $1 million.

Intersection 
improvements 
A $5 million project will 
add a third left-turn 
lane from northbound 
MoPac to northbound 
Loop 360. Other 
improvements include 
adding a third turn lane 
from the overpass at 
MoPac to Walsh Tarlton.

Lakewood Dr.

Extended left-turn lanes 
This summer TxDOT extended four left-
turn lanes at Lakewood Drive, 
Spicewood Springs Road and 
Bluffstone Drive to provide more room 
for queuing.

Area population growth and construction of new homes and businesses have contributed to 
increased Loop 360 traffic, said Bruce Byron, public involvement lead for the Loop 360 study at 
the Texas Department of Transportation. The Texas Transportation Institute ranked the section 
of Loop 360 from Bee Caves Road to Hwy. 290 as the 98th most congested roadway in the 
state for 2014. The segment from US 183 to RM 2222 ranked as the 134th most congested.

• US 183–Spicewood 
Springs Road

• Spicewood Springs 
Road–RM 2222

• RM 2222–Westlake 
Drive

• Westlake Drive– 
Bee Caves Road

• Bee Caves Road–
Walsh Tarlton Lane

• Walsh Tarlton Lane– 
 MoPac

• MoPac–Hwy. 290

Traffic counts on the rise
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12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989
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ORTHOPAEDIC 
SURGERY 

& 
TOTAL JOINT 

REPLACEMENT

Our philosophy is to exhaust non-surgical 
treatment options whenever possible, 

while providing specialized surgical treatment 
when necessary

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.
Specialty Trained in Joint Replacement

Board Certified in Orthopaedic Surgery

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 | www.capitalcityor tho.com | Info@capcityor tho.com

Offering comprehensive 
joint, bone, and muscle 
care including:
• Evaluation and treatment of  

joint pain in the hip, knee, and 
shoulder

• Surgical and nonsurgical 
fracture care

• Primary and complex revision 
joint replacement of  hip, knee 
and shoulder

• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Second opinions
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Lasting 
Solutions for a 
Healthy Smile

 » Highly Experienced Team
 » Peaceful Atmosphere with a View
 » Comprehensive Quality Care
 » Dental Implants
 » Mercury-Free fillings

JERRY MILNER, DDS
GENERAL DENTISTRY COMPLIMENTARY

Comprehensive Oral Examination, X-rays  
and Consultation

For new patients age 21 and older. Must bring coupon.  
(Not intended for emergency treatments). Expires 2/26/15.

www.smiles-for-life.com • (512) 372-8484 • 11410 Jollyville Rd. Suite 3102 • Austin, TX 78759

Gentle. 
Caring. 
Excellence.

Trustee: Cruz final remaining candidate
Two potential candidates withdraw before mid-December forum; 
board of trustees to take vote on hiring superintendent in 2015
By Kelli Weldon 

Paul Cruz, who became interim super-
intendent of Austin ISD in April, could 
be dropping the “interim” from his title 
in 2015. After an eight-month search that 
began when former Superintendent Meria 
Carstarphen left the district, AISD nar-
rowed down a list of 98 applicants to three. 

Two candidates withdrew from consid-
eration for the job Dec. 10, making Cruz 
the only candidate still in the running.

“We’re now down to one. We didn’t 
expect it to turn out that way, but we cer-
tainly feel that Dr. Cruz is capable of being 
the superintendent,” board of trustees 
President Vincent Torres told Community 
Impact Newspaper.

In previous meetings, Torres and other 
trustees had advocated for presenting at 
least two candidates to the community 
rather than announcing a single candidate.

“We as a board did make that decision. 
We had three candidates,” Torres said. 
“The fact that two of them decided to not 
continue on is something that is out of 
our control, and at this point it’s unfortu-
nate that the community will not have an 
opportunity to hear from those candidates, 
because I think the community would have 
come to the same conclusion that we had—
that they were all excellent candidates.”

Seeking a superintendent
Carstarphen left the district in mid-

April. In May, AISD hired executive search 
firm Ray & Associates to help recruit 
and narrow down a list of candidates—
a process that cost the district $41,650, 
according to the agreement posted on the 
district’s website.  

The district tentatively planned a 
public forum with finalists for the job but 
canceled that event. Then the board voted 
unanimously Dec. 8 to change its timeline 
and process to include Cruz as a candidate 
after hearing community support for him. 

During the Dec. 8 meeting, trustee Gina 
Hinojosa said she was pleasantly surprised 
by Cruz’s work in his interim role.

“I was one who at the beginning was 
afraid that while we had an interim 
[superintendent] we’d be a rudderless ship. 
Well, those fears were unfounded, and I 
didn’t know what a great leader we had in 
[Cruz],” she said.

After hearing from members of the com-
munity about canceling the forum, trust-
ees voted to invite the three candidates to 
answer community members’ questions as 
part of a new public forum Dec. 13. AISD 
did not identify the other two candidates. 
At press time, the district was slated to 
announce its lone finalist Dec. 15.

Parent Vincent Tovar said during public 
comment he thought holding the forum 
would show the board is committed to 
being transparent. He noted some people 
have questioned whether to name a finalist 
before newly elected trustees are slated to 
take their places at the dais Jan. 6.

“I don’t hear a lot of outcry from school 
board candidates saying that they don’t 
trust your decision-making; if anything, I 
feel like they do trust the work that you’re 
doing to prepare for them as they’re com-
ing to the school board,” he told trustees.

Parents and community members 
expressed concern about the board’s deci-
sion to change a board-approved, publicly 
vetted formal process without community 
engagement, said Lorie Barzano, chair-
woman of the Coalition to Strengthen 
Austin Urban Schools. The coalition 
objected to canceling the first public forum 
and eliminating a community interview 
team, she said during public comment.

“After committing to these actions, 
canceling them constitutes a textbook 
violation of the public trust, fails to hold 
trustees accountable to stakeholders and 
disregards public demand for transparency 
in board actions,” Barzano said.

AISD parent Toni Rayner said she 
viewed the process change as trustees lis-
tening to broad public support for Cruz.

Trustee Robert Schneider proposed 
delaying naming a finalist until January 
and said holding a forum was a must.

“I also believe that Dr. Cruz has done a 
very good job of running the district in the 
interim position,” Schneider said. “ … I 
believe that we owe it to our community to 
at least be able to show what the compari-
son is that this board is facing.”

Ken Zarifis, president of employees 
union Education Austin, told Community 
Impact Newspaper the organization  
supports Cruz as superintendent.

“The superintendent is the face and the 
voice of the district. The board is the super-
intendent’s boss,” he said. “The superinten-
dent has to be attentive to the community 
... yet at the same time a leader.”

The district said it would still hold a 
community forum Dec. 13 with Cruz as 
the only candidate. 

The board is slated to take a formal vote 
to hire a superintendent in January.

EDUCATION

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

THE SEARCH TO REPLACE  
MERIA CARSTARPHEN

NOV. 25
AISD tentatively schedules public 
forum with top superintendent 
candidates for Dec. 9

APRIL 14
Austin ISD Superintendent 
Meria Carstarphen 
accepts offer to lead 
Atlanta Public Schools

APRIL 15
AISD board of trustees names Chief Schools 
Officer Paul Cruz its interim superintendent

MAY 28
AISD board votes to hire 
Iowa-based company Ray & 
Associates to help conduct 
its superintendent search

SUMMER
District collects community input 
and holds public forums, develops 
and publicizes superintendent profile

OCTOBER
More than 90 
candidates apply for 
superintendent job

DEC. 3
AISD cancels public forum and 
announces the board’s intent 
to change process to allow 
Cruz to be considered

DEC. 8
Board votes to change 
process to include Cruz, 
reschedule forum and invite 
top candidates to participate

DEC. 10
Two candidates withdraw, 
leaving Cruz as sole candidate 
to participate in Dec. 13 forum

JANUARY
New board members to be sworn in, 
scheduled to vote to hire superintendent

Austin ISD interim Superintendent Paul Cruz could 
become the district’s permanent superintendent.

Forum:
Dec. 9

Forum:
Dec. 9
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St. David’s Children’s Hospital opens 
at medical center in North Austin
Emergency department designed to be inviting for children
By Lyndsey Taylor

The 24-bed St. David’s Children’s 
Hospital, located in a wing at St. David’s 
North Austin Medical Center, opened 
Dec. 3.

The pediatrics wing, located at the 
south entrance of the hospital at 12221 N. 
MoPac, offers emergency, inpatient and 
intensive-care services for children age 17 
and younger. The emergency department 
includes 10 beds with another eight beds 
in the inpatient medical surgical unit. 
Six beds are reserved for the pediatric 
intensive-care unit.

“While we have already been provid-
ing high-quality care to the most fragile 
babies in our 57-bed neonatal intensive 
care unit, the addition of St. David’s 
Children’s Hospital allows us to now 
provide a continuum [of care for people 
of all ages],” St. David’s NAMC CEO 
Allen Harrison said.

Since 1995 more than 50,000 babies 
have been delivered at St. David’s 
NAMC, he said.

Construction of the 35,000-square-
foot facility began in March. The space 
was previously used for offices and labor 

delivery services. The children’s hospital 
also has a trauma room and a pediatrics 
operating room. Other services include 
pediatrics anesthesia as needed for sur-
gery and consulting as well as treatment 
services such as cardiology, orthopedics, 
neurology and urology.

Misty Rowlinson, nursing director of 
St. David’s pediatric program, said the 
wing has an inviting atmosphere for chil-
dren and families. The radiology and CT 
scan rooms were designed in underwater 
and adventure themes intended to make 
children feel more comfortable.

Dr. Brian Skrainka, pediatric emergency 
department director at St. David’s NAMC, 
said he wants the hospital to be a friendly 
and pain-free environment for children.

“Until now families in North Austin 
really didn’t have a lot of options for 
emergency child care,” Skrainka said. “In 
an emergency, time is critical. Knowing 
where to take your child is very impor-
tant. … Now we have an option. We have 
a place for our parents and our EMS 
providers to come to a hospital that is 
dedicated for children.”

St. David’s solicited input from about 

HEALTH CARE

St. David’s HealthCare opened its pediatrics emergency department Dec. 3 at 12221 N. Mopac. The pediatrics wing is located at the south entrance of the hospital and is designed to be inviting for children and families.

150 parents in the surrounding area dur-
ing the planning of the facility. Parents 
were asked to provide comments and 
rank facility names suggested by St. 
David’s, said David Huffstutler, president 
and CEO of St. David’s HealthCare.

Harrison said feedback from parents 
was crucial to choosing the name.

“We had considered a handful of dif-
ferent possibilities when we named this 
[facility],” he said. “It was important to 
us that we get it right so that parents and 
their children would understand what 
the alternatives were and what we were 
providing.”

Dr. Brian Skrainka (center), pediatric emergency 
department director, speaks at a news conference.

The hospital’s radiology room is adventure-themed.
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24
beds

35,000
The facility is

pediatrics operating room

150More 
than 

parents contributed to 
naming the new facility.

One

The facility serves children age 

17 and younger.

square feet in size.

12221 N. MoPac
512-901-5437
www.stdavids.com/kids
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ST. DAVID’S CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Broker, CLHMS, ABR, CNE, ASP, CRS
Licensed Austin Realtor® Since 2001

(512) 775-1995 
www.ShayHargus.com

Shay Hargus Webb

free in-home selling consultation
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AUSTIN City Council approved a 
zoning change Dec. 11 that could allow 
condos to be built on Spicewood Springs 
Road near Mesa Drive.

Council approved rezoning about 2 acres 
of land at 4323 Spicewood Springs Road 
to allow for residential construction. The 
Zoning and Platting Commission approved 
recommendation of the rezoning Nov. 18.

The land is undeveloped, and the 
applicant, Bluebonnet Land Investments 
Partnership Ltd., is proposing to build 
up to 26 condo units, city Planner Tori 
Haase said.

“The applicant did not provide specific 
plans at this point,” she said. “They didn’t 
want to go into that level of detail if they 
didn’t get the zoning.”

Haase said the land’s zoning would limit 
building height to a maximum of 40 feet, 
or three stories. She said the zoning would 

CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis and Williamson counties Compiled by Jennifer Curington, Amy Denney and Kate Morris

Council approves condos on Spicewood Springs State recognizes EMS 
employees in WilCo

Section 8 voucher 
holders protected 
from discriminationWILLIAMSON COUNTY Commis-

sioners recognized the county’s Emer-
gency Medical Services at the Dec. 9 
meeting after the organization received 
statewide recognition for its services.

Williamson County EMS Director 
John Sneed said two EMS staff members 
took home awards during the Texas 
Department of State Health Services’ 
annual EMS Conference in Fort Worth 
on Nov. 25. Sneed said each award hon-
ors a person or organization that exem-
plifies the best that EMS has to offer.

“For Williamson County it was a great 
day, and I’m very proud of these men 
and the individuals that they represent,” 
Sneed said. “We are very fortunate to 
have a quality EMS system in William-
son County.”

AUSTIN Section 8 voucher holders 
gained protection Dec. 11 against land-
lords who could potentially refuse their 
method of rental payment.

A Section 8 voucher is a form of gov-
ernment-approved funding used to help 
those with low incomes pay for housing. 
The ordinance, passed during the Dec. 11 
City Council meeting, would exempt 
landlords with five or less rental units. 
The law becomes official Jan. 12.

Opponents of the approved ordinance 
said the new requirement will create 
negative or unintended consequences and 
make it harder to evict problematic ten-
ants. Supporters said voucher holders are 
typically reliable tenants.

Austin City Council

Meets most Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
512-974-2000  • www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1100 • www.wilco.org

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_nwa

TweetingsMeetings

require new construction to be compat-
ible with surrounding buildings. She said 
she did receive some feedback from a 
nearby neighborhood association but that 
residents were OK with the proposal for 
residential construction.

The land is located between a Randalls 
and Brookdale Spicewood Springs, a 
senior living facility.

    Spicew
ood Springs Rd.

M
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a 
D

r.

RANDALLS

BROOKDALE 
SPICEWOOD 
SPRINGS

OUR DRAFT BEERS 
FEATURE SOME OF 

AUSTIN’S BEST BEERS IN A 
VARIETY OF FLAVORS.

2901 S. Lamar 
512-707-8704

Sun - Thur 11 am - 9pm 
Fri & Sat 11 am - 11pm

5620 Burnet Road 
512-524-1212

Sun - Thur 11 am - 9pm 
Fri & Sat 11 am - 10pm

13265 US Hwy 183 N 
512-257-8750

Sun - Thur 11 am - 9 pm 
Fri & Sat 11 am - 10 pm

www.PhilsIcehouse.com

ADD AN EXTRA MINI BURGER TO YOUR 
MINI BURGER BASKET. 

GET 2 FOR THE PRICE OF 1, 
3 FOR THE PRICE OF 2 AND 4 FOR THE PRICE OF 3

One basket per coupon, must have coupon from Community Impact to redeem. Mon.–Fri. only. 
From regular mini burger basket only, substitutions will have additional cost. Expires 1/28/15.

Austin
12530 Research Blvd.

512-250-9550

Round Rock
1830 North Mays St. 

512-255-8755

BicyclesBuck’s

Keeping Santa Wheeled!

Good only at time of purchase.

$20 
OFF

BUCK’S BIKES Superstores

IN BUCK’S WE TRUST

www.BucksBikes.com

Present this coupon for a 
$20 discount toward any 

new bike purchase.
 One coupon per bike. 

Not redeemable for cash. 
Expires:

January 31, 2015

Good Toward Any New Bike Purchase

City Council approved rezoning the property 
highlighted in green to allow for condos.
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ANDERSON MILL
10906 Marble 
4 BD 2 BA +/-2,357 SQ FT
Listed by Ashley Brinkman
512.665.8787

MILWOOD
8129 Osborne Dr 
4 BD 2 BA +/-2,442 SQ FT
Listed by Ealy Team
512.699.0866

QUAIL HOLLOW
1513 Jersey Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,398 SQ FT
Listed by Elliott Sanchez
512.785.4044

MILWOOD
13302 Black Canyon Dr 
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,350 SQ FT
Listed by Paige Howell
512.350.8143

NORTHWOOD 
4509 Oak Creek Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,754 SQ FT
Listed by Phil & Rosalia Nassaux
512.826.3111

SCOFIELD FARMS
13549  Anarosa Loop
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,650 SQ FT
Listed by Gail Huebel
512.848.3477

GREAT HILLS
10300 Morado Cove 
2 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,899 SQ FT
Listed by Scott Hayes
512.786.8300

ENCHANTED FOREST
5013 Miss Julie Ln
4 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,289 SQ FT
Listed by Clausen Group
512.853.0846

Northwest Office: 10526 W Parmer Ln #425, Austin, TX 78717

®
®

Realty Austin Citywide Open House: Sunday, January 4th, 2014

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        fb.com/realtyaustin

OPEN HOUSE
JANUARY 2014

4
S M T W TH F S

PE
NDING 

IN 2 DAY
S

PE
NDING 

PE
NDING 

512.GO.STARS | TEXASSTARS.COM

MONDAY-THURSDAY:            NIGHT
Bring an H-E-B brand non-perishable product, receive $5 off your ticket.

WEDNESDAY: WINNING WEDNESDAY
If the Stars win, everyone receives a free ticket to the next WW game.

NEW! WEDNESDAY:          CHALLENGE
When the Stars score 3+ goals, fans receive a BOGO offer the next day!

NEW!NEW! FRIDAY: FUN FOOD FRIDAYS
Grab a soda, hot dog, Pizza Hut pizza slice or domestic draft beer for

only $3. You can also enjoy $4 Robert Mondavi Private Selection wine!

SATURDAY:             LUCKY ROW
The first Stars player to score wins lottery tickets for a selected row!

SATURDAY-SUNDAY:                    FAMILY 4-PACK
Receive 4 tickets, 4 hot dogs and 4 sodas starting at $15 per person.

All times Central.
HOME

Featured Games & Promotions:
FRIDAY 12.27
Commemorative Calder Cup
2015 Calendar Giveaway

SATURDAY 1.31
Post-Game Team Autographs

Replica Championship Ring Statue

SATURDAY 1.10
Stars Lunch Bag Giveaway

SATURDAY 1.24
Stars Gym Bag Giveaway
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
impactnews.com/nwa-calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the first 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

25 3M Half Marathon 
The annual half-marathon benefits Austin nonprofit 

Girlstart —which aims to interest more girls in science, 
technology, engineering and math educational programs—with 
a donation of $50,000. 6 a.m. (check in), 7 a.m. (race starts). 
$95–$105. Intersection of Stonelake Boulevard and Capital of 
Texas Hwy. 512-476-7223. www.3mhalfmarathon.com

31 Austin Gorilla Run
Participants can wear gorilla costumes in the annual fun 

run and 5K. The race starts and finishes at the Mueller Browning 
Hangar. Runners may keep their suits after the event. Race 
proceeds benefit the Ruth Keesling Wildlife Health and Research 
Center in Kampala, Uganda. 9 a.m. $40–$109 (adults), $15–$40 
(children age 12 and younger). Mueller Browning Hangar, 
4550 Mueller Blvd. 720-524-0272. www.austingorillarun.com

26 through Dec. 27 
Comedy show

JR Brow’s comedy involves topics such as politics, 
relationships, religion, current events and pop culture. 
Brow was named a finalist at the International Comedy 
Competition and participated in HBO’s U.S. Comedy Arts 
Festival. 8 p.m., 10:30 p.m. $15. Cap City Comedy Club, 
8120 Research Blvd. 512-467-2333. 
www.capcitycomedy.com, www.jrbrow.com

27 Kwanzaa family program
Educator and Africa native Elizabeth Kahura hosts the 

event at the city of Austin’s Carver Branch library. The event is 
for people of all ages and includes storytelling, music and art. 
2 p.m. Free. Carver Branch library, 1161 Angelina St. 
512-974-1010. http://library.austintexas.gov

31 Austin’s New Year
The annual alcohol-free celebration showcases art, 

film and live music. The fireworks finale is at 10 p.m. 5–10 p.m. 
Free. Butler Park, 1000 Barton Springs Road. 512-974-7700. 
www.austintexas.gov/any

January

01 through Jan. 10 
Free music shows

Local bands, venues and promoters celebrate the new year 
by hosting free music shows throughout the city. The annual 
event has been hosted during the first week of January each 
year since 2003. Visit the website for a list of event times and 
locations. Free. www.do512.com/freeweekaustin

15 AISD student information session
Anderson High School provides an overview of its 

International Baccalaureate Program for students who reside in 
Austin ISD’s boundary. The event includes a panel discussion 
with current and former IB program students. The program 
aims to prepare students for success in college. 7 p.m. Free. 
Anderson High School’s Performing Arts Center, 8403 Mesa 
Drive. 512-414-7951. www.andersononline.org, www.ibo.org

through 30 
‘Cirque Dreams Holidaze’
Part Cirque show, part Broadway musical, 

this holiday show from the creators of “Cirque Dreams 
Jungle Fantasy” combines circus stunts with creative acts 
from more than 30 performers. The family-friendly show 
includes gingerbread men flipping in mid-air, toy soldiers 
marching with snowmen along a tightrope and giant candy 
canes. 8 p.m. Parking: $15 (general), $20 (valet); Entry: 
$40–$65. Cedar Park Center, 2100 Avenue of the Stars, 
Cedar Park. 512-600-5000. www.cedarparkcenter.com

Ongoing

Through Jan. 4 
Art show
Members of the Austin Mosaic Guild present their artwork at 
“Mosaica: A Modern Twist on Ancient Tradition.” The gallery 
showcases more than 65 art pieces, which are for sale. 
8 a.m.–9 p.m. (Mon.–Thu.), 8 a.m.–6 p.m. (Sat.–Sun.). Check 
the website for holiday hours. Free. Gallery at the J, 7300 Hart 
Lane. 512-735-8000. www.shalomaustin.org/galleryatthej

December

20 Holiday ornament-making party
Toybrary hosts the event with The Austin Artery for 

children. The event includes drinking hot cocoa, listening to 
Christmas music and reading holiday stories. Participants must 
sign up for the class in advance on The Austin Artery’s website. 
Children create at least one ornament and  handmade holiday 
card. 10:30–11:30 a.m. $10. Toybrary, 7817 Rockwood Lane. 
512-765-4174. www.theaustinartery.com, www.toybraryaustin.com

21 ‘A Child’s Christmas in Wales’
The seventh annual performance includes music by 

Texas jazz musicians Evan Arredondo, Alex Coke, Rich Harney 
and Suzi Stern. 3 p.m. $5 (children), $10 (seniors), 
$15 (general). First Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mesa Drive. 
512-345-8866. www.fpcaustin.org

21 Newcomers Hanukkah Party
The Jewish Community Association of Austin hosts 

an event for Austin newcomers to learn about the area. Jay 
Rubin, CEO of the Jewish Federation, and Shelly Prant, 
executive director of the Jewish Community Center, provide 
information about the JCC. Latkes and sufganiyot, or jelly 
donuts, are provided. 4–6 p.m. Free. Dell Jewish Community 
Center, 7300 Hart Lane. 512-735-8000. www.shalomaustin.org

24 Christmas Eve church service
Grace Covenant Church offers services to celebrate 

the holiday. Child care for newborns through pre-K is offered 
during the 5 p.m. service, which includes music and other 
activities. 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Free. Grace Covenant Church, 
9431 Jollyville Road. 512-345-7840. www.grace360.org

24 Bethany United Methodist Church services
Candlelight services are hosted for Christmas Eve. At 

3 p.m. an interactive service is hosted for children. Services 
throughout the evening include communion and Christmas 
carols. During the 5 p.m., 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. services, child 
care is offered. 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. Free. 
Bethany United Methodist Church, 10010 Anderson Mill Road. 
512-258-6017. www.bethany-umc.org

CALENDAR
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Compiled by Lyndsey Taylor

314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

Erick S., ACC Student

See more stories from real students at austincc.edu

  On track to do 
what inspires me.

Austin Community College
“i am acc” campaign - Erick
Community Impact 
4.9167 x 2.94, CMYK
Runs: Dec. 2014
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Live Animal Trapping • Prevention • Dead Animal Removal
Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Animal Control

10% OFF
UP TO $150 OFF. LIMITED TIME OFFER.

We also specialize in Attic cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention • Dead Animal Removal

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

YOUR HOME 
FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS, 
NOT THEIRS!
HOLIDAYS,HOLIDAYS,HOLIDAYS,HOLIDAYS,HOLIDAYS,
NOT THEIRS!NOT THEIRS!NOT THEIRS!NOT THEIRS!NOT THEIRS!NOT THEIRS!NOT THEIRS!NOT THEIRS!NOT THEIRS!NOT THEIRS!
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Austin Bellydance 
Community of women encourages confidence 

T he sound of gold coins jangling 
from hip scarves fills the studio as 
students at Austin Bellydance take 

their places before class begins. 
The room lulls to a silence as dance 

instructor and studio owner Betsi Robins 
glides to the front of the room to teach 
students how to move their bodies in a 
fluid motion. 

Robins said anyone can enjoy and 
participate in belly dance, even without 
previous dance training. Robins, who also 
goes by the name Bahaia, opened Austin 
Bellydance in March 2013. Classes are 
geared toward women age 18 and older 
with a maximum of 20 students per class. 
Each one-hour class is $15. 

“It’s really something anyone can 
learn,” Robins said. “I think that every-
thing I teach is attainable with practice. 
… Your success has nothing to do with 
your age or your shape or your size. Some 
of my most beautiful dancers might not 
be the people that you expect.”

Robins said her students participate in 
belly dance classes for different reasons, 
including for exercise and for self-
expression. 

Student Kimberly Jordan moved back 
to Texas, her home state, in early sum-
mer and began taking classes at Austin 
Bellydance shortly after her return. She 
said belly dancing is a way to unwind and 
brings joy to her life, partially because of 

the supportive atmosphere women in the 
classes provide. 

A belly dance instructor since 1997, 
Robins is originally from Houston. When 
she was 15 years old, a friend introduced 
her to belly dancing at a Greek festival. 
Robins said taking classes gave her the 
self-esteem and confidence she said she 
needed as a teenager. 

“Belly dancing appealed to me because 
it is a solo dance,” Robins said. “It was 
exotic and had mystery to it. … It has put 
me in a community of women who sup-
port one another, who are very positive 
and want to see each other succeed.”

Robins said she performed at many 
venues in Houston where she also met 
a band she later hired to record custom 
music for her classes. The CD and other 
items are some of the retail Robins hopes 
to offer in 2015 at her studio. 

Customers at Café Darband can see 
Robins perform every Thursday at 
10:30 p.m. The hookah bar is located at 
9112 Anderson Mill Road. On the second 
Saturday of every month, Robins offers a 
ladies night, which includes a potluck, a 
belly dance show, henna tattoos and music. 

“I want [my students] to have a good 
time,” she said. “I want them to achieve 
their own personal goals. I want them to 
feel safe, that they can let down their guard 
and maybe tap into a side of themselves 
that they’ve been wanting to bring out.”

BUSINESS

By Lyndsey Taylor

Belly dance classes are $15 each and are offered for women of all experience levels, including beginners. 

Betsi Robins (center) teaches a class at Austin Bellydance. She opened the studio in March 2013.Austin Bellydance students can borrow hip scarves from owner Betsi Robins for classes.

Austin Bellydance

183
Research 
Blvd.

Spicewood 
Springs Rd.

Barrington 
Way

8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 104
512-401-0202
www.austinbellydance.com
Hours: By appointment and Mon.–Fri. 
6:30–9:45 p.m., Sat. 10:30 a.m.–noon

Betsi Robins, also known as Bahaia, has been a 
belly dance teacher since 1997. 
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Slice by slice
Pour House Pints & Pies has a variety of specialty pies to delight any palate. Prices are $7–$15 
for specialty pies. Customers may create their own pizza by choosing from a plethora of 
toppings. The restaurant also offers vegan cheese and gluten-free crust from Austin-based 
Smart Flour Foods.

• The Dude: Parmesan white sauce, marinated chicken breast, crispy bacon and artichoke 
hearts

• The Italian Stallion: Marinara, crumbled Italian sausage and roasted red peppers

• The Mexico: Tomatillo sauce, chorizo, red onions and cilantro

• Potato Pizza: Parmesan white sauce, Yukon gold potatoes, caramelized onions and fresh 
rosemary

Pour House Pints & Pies

183
Jollyville 
Rd. Duval Rd.

The Rasta pizza is topped with a pesto sauce, Roma tomatoes, mozzarella and basil ($8–$14).
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Pour House Pints & Pies
Pizzeria, pub becomes neighborhood staple

M arcos Canchola and Brian Hyde 
are no strangers to operating 
bars and eateries. Since 2002 

they have opened six businesses together 
with potential to grow that number 
throughout Austin.

Their newest venture, open since 
October 2013, is Pour House Pints & Pies 
on Jollyville Road in a building that has 
housed restaurants for decades, including 
the former Antonio’s Mexican Restaurant 
and Jollyville Bar & Grill.

“All of our places are multigenerational 
bar/restaurants,” Hyde said.

That will change next summer when 
the original Pour House Pub reopens in 
a new mixed-use building at 6701 Burnet 
Road. The Pints & Pies venture was a way 
to continue the Pour House name in case 
reopening the pub did not work out. The 
duo are keeping the Pour House name and 
theme for the Jollyville establishment.

“The demographic is great,” Hyde said. 
“A lot of people have lived here a long 
time. There are a lot of families and people 
who’ve grown up with us.”

Every couple of years Hyde and Can-
chola consider their options for a new 
establishment. Pizza, they said, was a big 
change from their other bars, which mostly 
serve American grill food. The Pour House 
menu offers traditional and specialty pies 
with a combination of toppings not typi-
cally found at pizza joints. 

“The biggest issue was the dough,” Hyde 
said. “It’s all made in-house. It’s pretty 
scientific in keeping the dough the same 
every day. We wanted a classic chewy but 
crunchy crust.”

The menu also reflects a diversity of 
flavors in its pizzas, salads, sandwiches and 
pasta dishes. Canchola said the goal was to 
have enough options for customers to try 
something different during each visit.

Pour House Pints & Pies also offers 
lunch specials with 43 beers on tap, more 
than half of them from local breweries, 
such as 512 Brewing, Austin Beerworks, 
Hops & Grain, Independence Brewery, 
Live Oak Brewing, Real Ale Brewing and 
Thirsty Planet Brewing.

Canchola, who lives near Pour House 
Pints & Pies, said the neighborhood 
response has been positive.

“I think they were skeptical at first that 
something was going to come,” he said. 
“But we’ve shown we’re good operators of 
bars and restaurants. People have enjoyed 
the quality of food we’re producing and 
the prices.”

Hyde said a second location of Pour 
House Pints & Pies could be a possibility 
for their next venture.

“This concept, the neighborhood’s really 
taken to it,” Hyde said. “I feel like it would 
fit in many other neighborhoods. Austin 
is not overwhelmed with local Italian or 
neighborhood [places].”

DINING

11835 Jollyville Road
512-270-4740
www.pourhousepintsandpies.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri., Sun. 11 a.m.–midnight; 
Sat. 11 a.m.–1 a.m.

By Amy Denney

The starting line: Appetizers
• Crispy fried mozzarella: Panko-crusted 
mozzarella served with marinara ($7)

• Osso Bucco Wings: Four wings with a 
choice of golden buffalo, spicy barbecue, 
afterburner or garlic parmesan flavor ($8)

• Cannellini bean and roasted garlic 
hummus: Pureed white beans and roasted 
garlic served with toasted pita, cucumber, 
carrots and celery ($6)

• Beer-battered fried pickles: Spicy beer-
battered pickle slices served with a buttermilk 
ranch dressing ($6)

From left: Marcos Canchola and Brian Hyde opened 
Pour House Pints & Pies in October 2013.

The Cubano has marinara, pulled pork, dill pickles, 
red onions and a Tabasco cream sauce ($8–$14).

Served with toasted pita bread, the house-made br-
uschetta includes capers, mozzarella and basil ($7).

Riata Trace 
Pkwy.

www.AustinFeet.com
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Hours: M-F 8:30am - 5:30pm  |  http://www.austinfeet.com

Wayne Hurst, DPM, FACFAS 
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery 
Fellow, American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons

We Lead the Way in Expert Foot Care

Where COMPASSION, EXPERIENCE & INTEGRITY COME FIRST!

CEDAR PARK
259-3338

601 E Whitestone Blvd. Ste # 226  
at the Railyard (FM 1431 & Hwy 183)

GEORGETOWN
930-0707

1103 Rivery Blvd. Ste #255  
 Off Williams Dr. & IH-35 Frontage

Dr. Hurst has proudly established the premier podiatric practice in Cedar Park.

Harvey M. Lisch, DPM
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery

19 years of Practice  |  Diagnostic Ultrasound  |  Digital X-Ray 
Electronic Medical Records  |  Latest Surgical Techniques  

Treatment for all Foot Conditions
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J ust three days after restaurateurs 
Brendan Puthoff and Camden 
Stuerzenberger opened the doors 

to Fork & Vine on Nov. 5, the restaurant 
had more than 180 dinner reservations, 
they said.

Puthoff said he and Stuerzenberger 
created hype around the restaurant 
by participating in events, such as the 
Austin Food & Wine Festival in spring 
2014. That led to Fork & Vine’s Facebook 
page receiving more than 1,500 likes in 
anticipation of the new eatery’s presence 
on Anderson Lane. 

“I think this area was so hungry for a 
new dining option that when we opened 
our doors on the first day, we were full,” 
Puthoff said. “The response [to the restau-
rant] has been tremendous.”

Fork & Vine can seat 229 people and 
has 1,000 square feet of indoor and 
outdoor patio space. The beverage list 
includes more than 250 wines and more 
than 50 beers. Sommelier Chris Howell 
assists diners in pairing foods with the 

FIRST LOOK

S ince Troy opened Sept. 8 at the 
corner of Mesa Drive and Spice-
wood Springs Road, customers 

have come in to play music, eat Turkish 
foods and listen to chef Nuri Eren sing 
to diners. 

Owner Nazmi Eren said the com-
munity has responded positively to his 
restaurant, which can seat 45 people, and 
was renovated by Nazmi. The friendli-
ness and welcoming nature of Northwest 
Austin residents, he said, is what drew 
him to open a restaurant in the area. The 
safe neighborhood is another reason why 
he chose the location, he said. 

“In this neighborhood people really 
care about each other,” he said. 

Troy’s menu includes gyros, kebabs 
and entree plates, which are all served 
with salad, rice, Turkish tea and dessert. 
Entree plates include the diner’s choice 

Fork & Vine
Food, wine pairings accent New American experience  

By Lyndsey Taylor

Troy
Chef serenades customers 
at Mediterranean eatery
By Lyndsey Taylor

Roasted chicken ($18) is stuffed with green chorizo, mole, cotija cheese, apple salad and crispy potato. 
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of meat, such as chicken; doner, which 
is grilled meat; and kofke, or ground 
beef. When customers ask for recom-
mendations, Nazmi said he frequently 
suggests items that are not on the menu, 
such as Mediterranean salad and cacik, 
which is a sauce containing cucumber, 
garlic and yogurt. 

Nazmi said he aims to provide Turkish 
hospitality to all of his customers and 
wants to appeal to their senses of smell, 
taste and sound. In the future he said he 
hopes to offer more live entertainment 
during dinner. In December the restau-
rant will welcome a third Turkish chef, 
Gurgor Davarci, who is Nuri’s wife. 

First Look map

1  Fork & Vine
3010 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. D
512-489-7000
www.forkvine.com
Hours: Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–11 p.m., closed Sun.–Mon.

2  Troy
8105 Mesa Drive., Ste. A
310-773-8162
www.facebook.com/troy.restaurantaustin
Hours: 10 a.m.–9 p.m. daily
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Beverages at Troy include Turkish coffee ($2.95).
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The Mediterranean salad ($8.30) is made with mixed greens, carrots, mozzarella cheese, tomatoes and more. 

wines, which are offered at a discount 
during Fork & Vine’s happy hour Tuesday 
through Friday from 3–6 p.m.  

Stuerzenberger’s menu reflects new 
American classic dishes with a playful 
twist, he said. Instead of a traditional beef 
Wellington, for example, Fork & Vine’s 
rendition includes short ribs with spinach, 
potato puree, pate and mushrooms. Most 
menu items are gluten-free. Starting Jan. 4 
the restaurant will offer Sunday brunch.

The ceviche flight ($14) includes scallops.

To Register:  V i s i t  www.RichnessOfL i f e .org or  ca l l  855 -703-ROLI  (7654)

ADULT EDUCATION

 BABY BOOMER 
RETIREMENT COURSE

THE RULES HAVE CHANGED

An Academic Course Teaching the 
Foundations for a Sound Retirement

Register by January 3rd 
for a $10 discount!

NOVEMBER COURSE SCHEDULE

Part 1  Tues. Jan. 6
Part 2  Tues. Jan. 13
Part 3  Tues. Jan. 20

All classes held from 6:30 - 8:30pm at 
St. Edward's University Professional Education
9420 Research Blvd 
Echelon III, Room 106 • Austin, Tx 78759

Class 2Class 1 or
Wed. Jan. 7
Wed. Jan. 14
Wed. Jan. 21
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Asian American 
Resource Center

Rutherford Ln.

Cameron 
Rd.183

35

On May 11, Filipino company Leyte Dance Theatre performed at the Asian American Resource Center.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

si
an

 A
m

er
ic

an
 R

es
o

ur
ce

 C
en

te
r

Asian American 
Resource Center
Cameron Road facility melds Asian cultures, 
offers amenities for entire Austin community

A s the Asian population in Austin 
began to grow in the mid-1990s, 
residents started a grass-roots 

effort to build a community center for 
Asian Americans. 

Advocating for a central place for the 
community to host events paid off. Vot-
ers approved spending $5 million on the 
center in 2006. In May 2013, City Council 
approved an ordinance to form an Asian 
American Resource Center advisory board.

The AARC opened in October 2013 on 
Cameron Road, and in one year its facili-
ties have been rented out more than 300 
times, said Taja Beekley, AARC culture 
and arts education manager. 

“We often hear from community groups, 
‘I don’t know how we were able to have all 
of our events before the Asian American 
Resource Center,’” Beekley said. “The 
community was really spread out, going to 
high schools, elementary school cafeterias, 
gyms [for events], so … it’s really great to 
have this single, central location for the 
community to come to.” 

The AARC, run by the Parks and Recre-
ation Department, offers many free ameni-
ties and classes to the community, includ-
ing the use of its library and computer lab, 
community rooms and gardening plots. 
Residents can also take culinary classes or 
English as a second language courses.

To communicate with North Austin’s 
diverse Asian population, AARC staff 

members speak 17 different languages, 
including Hindi, Korean, Mandarin Chi-
nese, Nepalese, Spanish, Toisan Chinese, 
Urdu and Vietnamese. Residents can visit 
the AARC by using its free limited trans-
portation service on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays that can be accessed from 
various locations in Northwest Austin. 

The AARC caters to youth and adults 
with wellness activities and cultural art 
classes, film screenings, workshops and 
camps. The facility even hosted an Asian 
food truck competition called Rice, which 
AARC hopes to make an annual event. 

The facility also features community art 
exhibitions that are rotated every quarter. 
North Austin resident Barbara Hsieh is 
one of the artists featured in the AARC 
exhibit open through the end of December. 
Hsieh, who is a former interior designer, 
had not painted in 40 years prior to mak-
ing paintings for the AARC. 

“Those paintings are all images from my 
childhood,” she said. “Taiwan is my roots, 
and Texas is my home.”

Hsieh said she frequently visits the 
center for events, including film screenings 
and live music performances. 

“That is the place where I can have a 
connection with lots of different people 
from different countries,” she said. “… I 
think it’s a place for lots of people to [share] 
different cultures, and we can understand 
each other better.”

COMMUNITY

8401 Cameron Road
512-974-1700
www.austintexas.gov/aarc
Hours: Mon.–Tue., Fri.–Sat. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.; 
Wed.–Thu. 9 a.m.–9 p.m.

Fast facts
• Staff members speak 17 different languages
• About 25,000 visits to the center in one year
• Community art exhibits rotate every quarter
• AARC hosted six special events in 2013–14
• Open to the entire Austin community

By Lyndsey Taylor

The AARC offers several amenities, such as class-
room space, a library, art exhibits and a garden.

From left: Yang Qin, Al Baghdati, Xi-Quan Wang and 
Joan Zhang play a Chinese card game at the AARC.

Mid-1990s
The community 
expresses a desire for an 
Asian American Resource 
Center.

AARC facilities available  
to the community include
• One library and computer lab
• Six classrooms
• Two community rooms
• One conference room
• One outdoor lawn
• One grand ballroom

1990 1995 20052000 2010
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2005
The Network of Asian Ameri-
can Organization receives a 
$100,000 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce to 
develop a master plan for the 
AARC facility.

November 2006
Voters approve a $5 million 
bond to build the AARC 
facility.

June 2007
City Council approves 
purchasing 15.34 acres of land 
for the AARC on Cameron 
Road for $2.06 million.

March 29, 2012
The AARC hosts a ground 
breaking ceremony.

Sept. 28, 2013
AARC’s grand opening.

Honest. Healthy. Smiles.

512.345.4998 | www.nwhsmiles.com | 8500 Bluffstone Cove | Suite B-101 | Austin, Tx 78759

Family, Implant, and Cosmetic Dentistry

DR. HEGGEN DR. VO DR. ATASSI

Honest. Healthy. Smiles.

Happy Holidays!
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Alzheimer’s Association–Capital of 
Texas Chapter seeks to eliminate Alzheimer’s 
disease through the advancement of research, 
and to enhance care and support for those 
with the disease, their families and caregivers. 
Volunteer opportunities vary.

3520 Executive Center Drive, Ste. 140, 
Austin 78731
512-241-0420
www.alz.org/texascapital
Twitter: @capitaltexasalz

Austin Humane Society is the city’s largest 
no-kill, nonprofit pet adoption center dedicated 
to saving Austin’s homeless cats and dogs, 
educating the community about responsible pet 
ownership and reducing pet overpopulation. 
Volunteers help with dog walking, the Cat Adop-
tion Team, the foster care program and more.

124 W. Anderson Lane, Austin 78752
512-646-7387
www.austinhumanesociety.org
Twitter: @austinhumane

Austin LifeCare offers a variety of free 
services to families experiencing unplanned 
pregnancies, such as pregnancy tests, limited 
ultrasounds, resource and spiritual counseling, 
education and mentoring. Clients can obtain 
material assistance through the Earn-While-
You-Learn program. Volunteer opportunities 
include peer counseling, office assistance and 
client mentoring.

1215 Anderson Lane, Austin 78757
512-260-8855
www.austinlifecare.com

Austin Partners In Education provides col-
lege and career readiness for AISD students. Vol-
unteers provide tutoring and lead study groups.

8000 Centre Park Drive, Ste. 220, Austin 78754
512-637-0900
www.austinpartners.org
Twitter: @AustinPartners

Austin Public Library volunteers primarily 
shelve books. However, the library is seek-
ing Spanish speakers to assist with language 
programs and individuals with technology skills 
to help with computer classes and database 
questions. The library needs volunteers for all 
branches.

512-974-7443
http://library.austintexas.gov
Twitter: @austinpubliclib

Austin Public Library Friends Founda-
tion supports the Austin Public Library by 
increasing public awareness of the library and 
its importance to the community and by raising 
funds to enhance library collections, programs 
and facilities. Volunteer opportunities include 
assistance with the Badgerdog Creative Writing 
Program, special events and administrative 
duties.

P.O. Box 13201, Austin 78711
512-542-0076
www.austinlibrary.org
Twitter: @aplff

Austin Recovery aims to bring about the in-
depth changes that are essential for overcom-
ing addiction. Volunteers help with admis-
sions, teach dance classes, give haircuts and 
manicures, perform clerical duties as well as life 
skills coaching, which can include topics such 
as job readiness and healthy relationships.

3420 Executive Center Drive, Ste. G-100, 
Austin 78731
512-697-8537
www.austinrecovery.org
Twitter: @austinrecovery

Austin Siamese Rescue is a feline rescue 
organization that rescues, rehabilitates and 
re-homes 16 Siamese breeds of cats and kit-
tens from the community that are abandoned 
or are in danger of being euthanized at local 
shelters. Volunteers serve as short-term or 
long-term fosters of cats and kittens until they 
are adopted.

P.O. Box 13474, Austin 78711
512-354-7875
www.austinsiameserescue.org
Twitter: @adoptasiamese

Austin Time Exchange Network enables 
individuals to exchange services with one 
another by sharing skills within a network of 
people in Greater Austin. ATEN’s goal is to 
serve as a bridge among people from different 
economic, social and ethnic backgrounds 
by providing the opportunity for interaction 
through the exchanging of services.

P.O. Box 270076, Austin 78727
512-636-7241
www.austintimeexchange.org
Twitter: @austintime

Bake A Wish is a local network of volunteers 
who bake cakes for Austin children and adults 
in need. Volunteers bake and deliver cakes. No 
formal experience is necessary, but cake bak-
ers must be able to make buttercream frosting, 
use a pastry bag to pipe a simple border, write 
legibly on a cake and maintain requirements for 
food safety. Because the organization works 
with protective agencies, all volunteers must 
have a valid driver’s license and pass a back-
ground check.

P.O. Box 91351, Austin 78709
www.bakeawishaustin.org
Twitter: @bakeawishaustin

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Texas 
pairs volunteers with children in need of mentor-
ing and positive role models. Men and Spanish-
speaking volunteers are especially needed.

1400 Tillery St., Austin 78721
512-472-5437
www.bigmentoring.org/volunteer
Twitter: @bigmentoring

The Blood and Tissue Center of Central 
Texas is the exclusive provider and guardian of 
the community blood supply for more than 38 
medical facilities in the 10-county service area 
of Central Texas. Volunteers assist on blood 
drives, serve refreshments in donor centers, 

provide office support and transport blood 
product in the center’s vehicles.

4300 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin 78756
512-206-1189
www.inyourhands.org
Twitter: @CentralTXBlood

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Austin Area 
offers programs and services to promote and 
enhance the development of boys and girls by 
instilling a sense of competence, usefulness, 
belonging and influence.

www.bgcaustin.org 
Twitter: @bgcaustin

Cook Elementary School
1511 Cripple Creek Drive, Austin 78758
512-903-6171

Lanier High School
1202 W. Payton Gin Road, Austin 78758
512-983-8607

McBee Elementary School
1001 W. Braker Lane, Austin 78758
512-903-6189

Wooldridge Elementary School
1412 Norseman Terrace, Austin 78758
512-903-6178

Breast Cancer Resource Centers of 
Texas—North Austin is a nonprofit orga-
nization created by breast cancer survivors. 
The center exists to serve women with breast 
cancer, their families and support systems, 
women who have questions about screening 
and biopsy, and others in the community who 
are concerned about breast cancer issues.

12221 N. MoPac, Austin 78758
512-901-6644
www.bcrc.org
Twitter: @BCRCofTexas

Brown Santa is a community service non-
profit organization of the Travis County Sheriff’s 
Office and the other sponsors and volunteers 
that staff it. The goal is to provide assistance to 
families in need in the unincorporated areas of 
Travis County. Volunteers help sort and wrap 
gifts and food for holiday meals at the ware-
house at 401-C Parker Drive, Austin 78728.

P.O. Box 207, Austin 78767
512-247-2682 • www.brownsanta.org

CASA of Travis County speaks up for 
children who have been abused or neglected 
by empowering the community to volunteer as 
advocates for them in the court system.

7701 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 301, Austin 78752
512-459-2272
www.casatravis.org
Twitter: @casatravis

Center for Child Protection advocates for 
child victims of abuse or witnesses to violent 
crimes. Volunteers help with direct care for 
children and provide support during fundrais-
ing events.

8509 FM 969, Bldg. 2, Austin 78724
512-472-1164
www.centerforchildprotection.org

College Forward provides access and 
completion services to motivated, economically 
disadvantaged students to help them transition 
to college.

 

505 E. Huntland Drive, Ste. 315, Austin 78752
512-452-4800
www.collegeforward.org
Twitter: @collegeforward

Dell Children’s Medical Center of 
Central Texas is one of the only dedicated 
pediatric hospital in Central Texas. Volunteers 
provide assistance to patients, families and 
staff, and they also take part in fundraising and 
community outreach.

4900 Mueller Blvd., Austin 78723
512-324-0161
www.dellchildrens.net
Twitter: @dellchildrens

Drive a Senior—Northwest Austin, serv-
ing Northwest Austin, Cedar Park and Leander, 
assists older adults in maintaining their quality 
of life and independence. Volunteers provide 
transportation, home repairs and companion-
ship to the elderly.

10633 Lake Creek Parkway, Austin 78750
512-250-5021
www.driveasenior.org

The Foster Angels of Central Texas 
Foundation’s mission is to improve the lives 
of children in foster care, ensuring that each 
child has his or her basic needs met, and 
to provide life-enriching and life-enhancing 
experiences whenever possible. The foundation 
serves 30 counties and 5,000 children.

P.O. Box 152575, Austin 78715
512-732-2329
www.fosterangelsctx.org
Twitter: @fosterangels

Foundation for the Homeless Inc. mobi-
lizes the resources of the community of faith to 
alleviate homelessness in the spirit of compas-
sion, hope and love.

P.O. Box 28006, Austin 78755
512-453-6570
www.foundationhomeless.org

Girlstart volunteers work to encourage girls to 
pursue interests in math, science and technol-
ogy through after-school programs and com-
munity events.

1400 W. Anderson Lane, Austin 78757
512-916-4775
www.girlstart.org
Twitter: @girlstart

Goodwill Central Texas provides numer-
ous volunteer opportunities including rebuild-
ing computers and tutoring in high school 
and GED classrooms.

1015 Norwood Park Blvd., Austin 78753
512-637-7100
www.austingoodwill.org
Twitter: @austingoodwill

Greyhound Rescue Austin is an all-volun-
teer and nonprofit organization dedicated to 
rescuing, rehabilitating and re-homing Grey-
hounds in Austin.

2805 W. Fresco Drive, Austin 78731
512-288-4480
www.greyhoundrescueaustin.com

Hospice Austin has provided compassion-
ate medical, emotional and spiritual care for 
terminally ill people and their loved ones in 
Central Texas for the past 30 years. Regardless 
of ability, it offers extensive services, including 

Volunteer Guide 2015
Compiled by Amy Denney and Lyndsey Taylor Design by Jean Henric
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Central Texas has many charities and nonprofits that need volunteers throughout the year. There are a volunteer opportunities available for any level of time 
commitment. Here is a list of some local charities that are accepting volunteers. 
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expert pain and symptom management, an in-
patient facility, and volunteer and bereavement 
services in Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and 
Williamson counties.

4107 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 100, 
Austin 78759
512-342-4700 
www.hospiceaustin.org

It’s Time Texas is a social change non-
profit working to organize and accelerate the 
movement to make healthy living the norm. 
Volunteers help unite and mobilize individuals, 
institutions and organizations to build healthier 
communities.

911 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 101, Austin 78757
512-533-9555 
www.itstimetexas.org
Twitter: @itstime

Knowbility is a nonprofit organization sup-
porting the independence of people with dis-
abilities by promoting the use of and improv-
ing the availability of accessible information 
technology. Volunteers help with special events.

3925 W. Braker Lane, Ste. 3, Austin 78759
512-305-0310
www.knowbility.org
Twitter: @knowbility

March of Dimes-Austin is a nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to improve the 
health of babies by preventing birth defects, 
premature birth and infant mortality. The orga-
nization works to fund research to understand 
the causes of these issues, help moms have 
full-term pregnancies and healthy babies, and 
to support families by providing comfort when 
their baby needs help to survive and thrive. 
Volunteers for various positions are needed for 
the annual March For Babies event May 9.

11044 Research Blvd., Austin, 78759
512-477-3221
www.marchforbabies.org
Twitter: @marchofdimesatx

Meals on Wheels and More—Greater 
Austin Area makes and delivers nutritious 
meals to homebound members of the commu-
nity. Volunteers deliver meals by bike or by car.

3227 E. Fifth St., Austin 78702
512-476-6325
www.mealsonwheelsandmore.org
Twitter: @mealsonwheels

Miracle League at Town & Country is a 
league for special-needs children that allows 
them to play baseball. Volunteers work in 
concessions, help the children play, provide 
coaching and more.

13300 Moms Road, Austin 78729
512-335-7434
www.miracle.tandcsports.org
Twitter: @miracleaus

Mobile Loaves & Fishes St. Thomas More 
Catholic Church is a social outreach ministry 
for the homeless and indigent working poor. Its 
mission is to provide food, clothing and dignity 
to those in need. It accomplishes this mission 
by delivering food every night of the week. Vol-
unteers help prepare and deliver meals.

10205 N. FM 620, Austin 78726
512-258-1161
www.mlf.org
Twitter: @mlfnow

People’s Community Clinic was founded 
in 1970 and is a nonprofit, primary health care 
facility meant to provide high-quality medical, 
counseling and health education services at 
reasonable costs to uninsured and underin-
sured individuals and families in the Austin area.

2909 N. I-35, Austin 78722
512-478-4939, ext. 1701
www.austinpcc.org
Twitter: @austinpcc

Refugee Services of Texas Austin, found-
ed in 1978, is a social service agency dedicated 
to resettling and providing services to refugees 
and other displaced persons fleeing persecution 
based on race, religion, nationality, member-
ship of a particular social group and/or political 
opinion. Volunteers help provide clients with 
resources, referrals, education and guidance.

Austin office: 512-472-9472, ext. 121
www.rstx.org
austin@rstx.org

RRISD Partners in Education Founda-
tion generates and distributes resources to 
Round Rock ISD. Volunteers distribute school 
supplies, mentor students and serve on schol-
arship and grant committees.

595 Round Rock West Drive, Ste. 404, 
Round Rock
512-464-5602
www.rrisdeducationfoundation.org
Twitter: @RRISD_PIEF

SafePlace seeks to end sexual and domestic 
violence through safety, healing, prevention 
and social change. Volunteers work directly 
with families and individuals as well as provide 
assistance through indirect service in clerical or 
administrative roles. They accompany survivors 
to court, answer hotline calls, plan children’s 
birthday parties, deliver toys to SafePlace for 
clients for the Holiday Giving Program and more.

P.O. Box 19454, Austin 78760
512-267-7233
www.safeplace.org/volunteer
Twitter: @safeplace_atx

The Salvation Army volunteers assist in 
many ways—with holiday events, acting as bell 
ringers and with other programs.

501 E. Eighth St., Austin 78701
512-634-5921
www.salvationarmyaustin.org
Twitter: @salarmyaustin

Scottish Rite Theater is an Austin commu-
nity and children’s theater that collaborates with 
various community groups to produce or host 
theater events for the whole family. Volunteers 
assist with box office, ushering and other event 
production tasks.

207 W. 18th St., Austin 78727
512-472-5436
www.scottishritetheater.org
Twitter: @SRTAustin

Special Olympics Texas provides year-
round sports training and competition oppor-
tunities for children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. Volunteers do not need any special 
skills. You can choose to help out at competi-
tions or fundraisers, become a coach, be a Fan 
in the Stands or help out in the office.

7715 Chevy Chase Drive, Ste. 120, Austin 78752
512-835-9873
www.sotx.org
Twitter: @SOTexas

Susan G. Komen Austin provides local sup-
port, outreach and national research in the fight 
against breast cancer. Volunteers are needed 
to help with Race for the Cure, special events, 
public policy, public relations, community out-
reach and more.

5508 Parkcrest Drive, Ste. 203, Austin 78731
512-473-0900
www.komenaustin.org
Twitter: @komenaustin

Texas Juvenile Justice Department has 
volunteer opportunities to work with adjudicat-
ed youth in Austin. Volunteers are needed for 
mentoring youth on parole and for administra-
tive internships in the central office.

P.O. Box 12757, Austin 78711
512-490-7090
www.tjjd.texas.gov

Saint Louise House

Saint Louise House’s mission is to 
empower homeless women and children to 
overcome homelessness throughout Cen-
tral Texas. The nonprofit helps 34 families 
at a time by moving them into fully furnished 
apartments. Other services include case 
management, counseling, hosting life 
skills workshops and offering employment 
services. Volunteer opportunities include 
preparing apartments for families to move in 
and providing homemade meals for families. 
 
P.O. Box 150637, Austin 78715 
512-302-0027 
www.saintlouisehouse.org 
Twitter: @stlouisehouse

Southwest Key

Southwest Key is a national nonprofit 
organization that provides education, safe 
shelters and alternatives to incarcera-
tion to more than 200,000 youth and their 
families each year. The nonprofit aims to 
create opportunities for families to become 
self-sufficient and have a higher quality 
of life. Volunteers assist with distributing 
food to families at its food pantry once per 
month and may also participate in the youth 
mentorship program to help reduce juvenile 
delinquency. 
 
6002 Jain Lane, Austin 78721 
512-462-2181 
www.southwestkey.org 
Twitter: @southwestkey

This guide is not a comprehensive 
list of all area organizations that need 
volunteers. If your organization is 
not included, email us at listings@
impactnews.com, and we will add it to our 
online list.  
 
For more Austin-area volunteer 
opportunities visit: 

impactnews.com/volunteerguide

United Way for Greater Austin works with 
volunteers, businesses and other nonprofit 
groups. The agency coordinates nearly 10,000 
volunteers annually to serve the needs of resi-
dents in Travis County and 10 surrounding coun-
ties. Volunteers may choose from hundreds of 
opportunities that include working with students, 
nursing home residents, environmental groups 
and the homeless, supporting already planned 
corporate or municipal events and more.

512-382-8611
www.uwatx.org/volunteer
Twitter: @uwatx

Villa Esperanza focuses on alleviating the 
challenges of first-generation college students 
through scholarships and mentoring. Its focus 
is in Austin with the hope of achieving a global 
reach through its work. Volunteers help with 
event planning, community outreach, fundrais-
ing, and developing and implementing mentor-
ing programs.

P.O. Box 66152, Austin 78766
512-680-0785
www.villa-esperanza.org
Twitter: @villaesperanza

YMCA of Austin—North Austin Branch 
puts Christian principles into practice through 
programs that build a healthy spirit, mind 
and body. YMCA’s purpose is to enhance the 
lives of people in the community by providing 
programs, activities and facilities that develop 
and maintain opportunities. Volunteers help 
with special events, coaching, maintenance, 
mentoring, policy and more.

1000 W. Rundberg Lane, Austin 78758
512-973-9622
www.austinymca.org
Twitter: @YMCANorthAustin

YMCA of Austin—Northwest Family 
Branch puts Christian principles into practice 
through programs that build a healthy spirit, 
mind and body. YMCA’s purpose is to en-
hance the lives of people in the community by 
providing programs, activities and facilities that 
develop and maintain opportunities. Volunteers 
help with special events, coaching, mainte-
nance, mentoring, policy and more.

5807 McNeil Drive, Austin 78729
512-335-9622
www.austinymca.org
Twitter: @ymcaaustinnw

Youth2Seniors is a youth-based organiza-
tion that creates intergenerational programs 
designed to pair youth and seniors within the 
community. Volunteer opportunities and pro-
grams are available for adults and children age 
2 and older. Youth participants sit side by side 
with senior citizens in arts and crafts classes. 
Adult volunteers help lead art classes and other 
Youth2Seniors activities. Events are held at vari-
ous Austin-area assisted living facilities; exact 
locations can be found online.

512-961-7805
www.youth2seniors.org
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ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

Contact Admissions to schedule a campus tour! 
For more information visit www.sasaustin.org  
or call 512.299.9802 for grades 1–8  
or 512.299.9720 for grades 9–12.

Follow us! facebook/sasaustin.org
Lower/Middle School: 1112 W. 31st St.
Upper School: 5901 Southwest Pkwy.
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demand and trips are so large that the sys-
tem is just overwhelmed,” he said. “We tried 
a number of different strategies and projects, 
and at best they were [improving] conges-
tion levels by 2035 by 5 percent.”

This is where other travel options, such as 
telecommuting, carpooling or trying differ-
ent modes of transit, will be vital to seeing 
noticeable improvements in mobility, he said.

Glenn Gadbois is the executive direc-
tor of Movability Austin, which works with 
employers to reduce drive-alone behavior. 
Many local alternative commute options and 
tools are still in their infancy and not avail-
able to everyone, Gadbois said.

“We are in a transition mode,” he said. 
“Everybody recognizes you can’t have as 
many people driving who are driving, but 
you also don’t have the [options] most peo-
ple would need to make a shift. ... You don’t 
have any of the richness of options that we 
will eventually have to make that really 

Commute
Continued from | 1

work for most people.”
Gadbois said increasing access to options 

and tools will make a difference in changing 
driver behavior. A tougher task is convinc-
ing commuters to change their behavior and 
understand how that could affect congestion.

“That’s still tough for us because it’s one 
person at a time, and we don’t know how to 
get there efficiently,” he said.

Navigating options
Many area commuters are not aware of the 

tools available to aid them in selecting the 
best alternative commute, said Julie Mazur, 
program coordinator at Commute Solutions, 
which is part of CAMPO.

Commute Solutions provides alternative 
commuter resources and tools for residents 
and businesses. Its online myCommute-
Solutions platform helps commuters find 
carpool, bike or walk partners, Mazur said. 
Businesses can create a customized subsite 
to manage carpooling for employees.

“What’s very important is to have the criti-
cal mass in the system of people who have 

your same origin and destination, and that’s 
what a business subsite can do,” Mazur said. 
“It creates a critical mass of those folks com-
ing and going in the same place.”

Mazur encourages people to start small 
by trying an alternative once a week when 
it makes sense.

“Trying an alternative commute is some-
thing you can do right now,” Mazur said. “You 
don’t have to wait for a road to be built.”

RideScout, a mobile app showing users 
available commute options near their loca-
tion, launched in Austin in 2013. RideScout 
plans to expand the app’s services in 2015 to 
make multimodal trips easier for users.

“Austin is a pretty tough city for us. It’s 
still pretty rare to hear of people moving 
around the city without a car,” said Rachel 
Charlesworth, the company’s vice president 
of brand. “It is our big effort to make Austin a 
city with many transportation options.”

Incentivizing commutes
For companies paying for parking, other 

modes of commuting could reduce costs. 

This was the case for Mutual Mobile, which 
saved more than $10,000 per year by signing 
up for Capital Metro’s MetroWorks program, 
said Dan Dawson, Capital Metro’s vice presi-
dent of marketing and communications.

MetroWorks launched in August, and 30 
employers have already signed up, Dawson 
said. Employers work with Capital Metro 
to tailor a program to encourage employ-
ees to give up parking spots and use transit. 
Employers may purchase discounted tran-
sit passes to offer to employees who forego 
parking. MetroWorks also provides train-
ing and resources to educate a business’s 
employees about available options.

“Employees who take public transit are 
more healthy because they walk,” Dawson 
said. “They’re more productive because on 
the vehicles they can actually start their day a 
little earlier. It gives them more personal time. 
That was the impetus of what we can do.”

Carpooling app company Carma found 
offering incentives to be the best way to 
motivate commuters to try carpooling.

The company launched in 2007 but came 
to Austin in February. Carma received a 
$750,000 federal grant to partner with the 
Texas Department of Transportation and 
the Central Texas Regional Mobility Author-
ity—which manages toll roads 183A and the 
Manor Expressway on Hwy. 290. The grant 
allows the Mobility Authority to reimburse 
tolls for drivers with more than one person 
in their vehicle, Carma Community Man-
ager Lauren Albright said.

“We’ve learned it’s five times more suc-
cessful than incentives we’ve done in other 
cities,” she said. “Getting a toll back—which 
people consider a tax, something they hate 
paying—is much more motivating than us 
giving gift card incentives.”

In January, Carma plans to announce an 
expansion of its program.

“What we’re trying to do is get people 
to think about changing and actually 
sharing the ride ...,” Albright said. “Right 
now there’s only so much capacity on our 
roads, but there’s extra capacity in the cars 
we’re driving.”

What commute alternative are you willing to try or 
already do?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll

COMMUTE CHOICES

Three-quarters of Central Texas residents drive alone in their vehicles to work, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2012 American Community Survey. The survey also lists the percentage of 

residents who choose other options of commuting. Other options not listed below total 
1 percent of Central Texas commuters.

Bike, 1%

Pedestrian, 2%

Telecommute, 7%

Bus

MetroRail

Carpool/vanpool, 11%
Single-occupancy 
vehicle, 76%

Designed by Angie Calderon Source: 2012 American Community Survey

COMMUTE OPTIONS + TOOLS

Ridesharing involves sharing a vehicle with 
someone else as either the rider or driver. Car 
sharing is a short-term rental of a vehicle, usually 
by the hour.

B-cycle  
A bikesharing 
program through 
which users rent 
bikes
www.bcycle.com

Capital Metro
Registered users 
pay for monthly 
carpooling 
through RideShare. 
Employers may sign 
up for MetroWorks to 
purchase discounted 
transit passes for 
employees.  
www.capmetro.org

car2go
Car sharing using 
Smart cars
www.car2go.com

Carma
The mobile app 
assists users in 
finding riders or 
drivers in real time 
for carpooling.
www.carma 
carpool.com

Lyft and Uber 
Both apps allow 
users to find rides 
in real time.
www.lyft.com
www.uber.com

myCommute 
Solutions.com 
An online platform 
connecting 
commuters for 
carpooling

RideScout
The app shows 
users all available 
commute options 
near their location.
www.ridescout 
app.com

Spokefly  
The bike rental 
program allows 
users to list and 
share their bikes.
www.spokefly.com

ZipCar
Car sharing using a 
variety of vehicles
www.zipcar.com
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EXPERIENCE CHRISTMAS

ANDERSON MILL CAMPUS
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Austin, 78750

SUNDAY 21ST
EN ESPAÑOL
CHRISTMAS EVE

10:45AM
12:45PM
3PM

WESTINGHOUSE CAMPUS
1202 Rabbit Hill Road, Georgetown, 78626

SATURDAY 20TH
SUNDAY 21ST
CHRISTMAS EVE

5PM
9AM, 10:45AM, 12:30PM
1PM, 3PM, 5PM

@txcelebration celebrationchurchtx@txcelebration celebrationchurchtx.com 512.763.3000

The Promise of Christmas is about answered promises, realized dreams, and a new hope for people!
Join us for one of our ten candlelight Christmas services as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

Distraction
Continued from | 1

group studied the issue and made recom-
mendations that shaped the ordinance. 

Drivers and cyclists can touch devices if 
they are lawfully stopped at a red light, dur-
ing standstill traffic or if they are trying to 
contact emergency services, Manley said. 
Use of any device, whether hands-free or 
otherwise, will still be illegal in school zones.

Smartphones and other devices can still 
be used if they are mounted to the car dash-
board. Motorists can also utilize a Bluetooth 
or similar device or earphones as long as 
only one earbud is being used, Manley said. 
That way, he said drivers could still hear the 
traffic around them. 

The new law is intended to limit drivers’ 
distractions and will make Austin roads 
safer, Manley said.

Officials blame distracted driving
Regardless of whether a phone or other 

devices is being held or utilized in a hands-
free manner, drivers who use a device while 
driving have a higher risk of being in a colli-
sion, according to the Texas Department of 
Transportation. 

In Travis County there were 10 fatali-
ties and 1,712 serious injuries in 2013 
because of distracted driving, according to 
TxDOT data. A total of 4,835 crashes took 
place last year in Travis County because 
of distracted driving, the state transporta-
tion agency claims.

Those tasked with developing the hands-
free ordinance are hopeful the new rule will 
help reduce Austin’s traffic congestion. Dis-
tracted driving leads to vehicle accidents, 
which lead to slower travel times, Manley said.

“I believe there can be and there will be a 
small improvement in the amount of traffic 
congestion if people will pick their phone up 
less with this ordinance,” said Scott Johnson, 
a citizen member of the Distracted Driving 
Advisory Group who worked with Manley 
and city officials to develop the ordinance.

Distracted driving has caused more fatali-
ties annually than homicides in Austin, Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell said. People have become used 
to constantly interacting with their devices, 
but that causes unsafe conditions for drivers, 
cyclists and pedestrians, he said.

 “It’s a safety issue,” Leffingwell said. 
“We have a huge congestion problem, 
which leads to more vehicles on the road, 
and the more people that are driving those 
vehicles distracted, the more serious the 
problem becomes.”

Ultimately, drivers and bicyclists need to 
realize they are not as skilled at multitasking 
as they think, said Rondella Hawkins, a Tele-
communications and Regulatory Affairs offi-
cer for the city of Austin who served on the 
Distracted Driving Advisory Group along-
side Manley and Johnson.

“It’s important for the public to under-
stand that we all think we’re really good 
at multitasking and that we [think we] can 
do things like texting on a handheld phone 
while driving and not get distracted, but 

there’s evidence, there’s studies … and fatali-
ties where an accident occurred because of 
distracted driving,” Hawkins said. “We do 
need to focus on driving. In just a split sec-
ond that tragedy can happen.” 

Austin follows national trend
Ideally, people should deal with missed 

calls, texts or social media notifications once 
they have reached their destination, said John-
son, a bicycle and pedestrian advocate. He 

A Bluetooth or similar earpiece—
any hands-free devices that 

sync with smartphones through 
one touch of a button—can 

typically cost between $20 and 
$150 from a retailer. 

Law enforcement recommends 
using only one earbud at a time if 
earphones are used to be hands-

free. Earbuds with microphones 
can cost $5 to $30.

These headsets can be worn 
around the neck with two 

detachable earbuds. Some can 
be found for as low as $50.

Bluetooth  
earpiece

Earbuds

Bluetooth headset
In Travis County in 2013, there were 
4,835 crashes due to distracted driving:

10 fatalities

1,712 serious injuries

Source: Texas Department of Transportation

Distracted driving dangers
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Featuring eFitMeal.com and LAMPS

8650 Spicewood Springs Road,  
#133B, Austin • 512-520-5189

www.efitmeal.com 183
Spicewood Srpings Rd. W. Parmer Ln.

The Holidays are over!!!
GET HEALTHY NOW

Didn’t get that new belt for Christmas and your old one doesn’t fit anymore?
Start your 14 day Juice Cleanse -Meal Plan Combo today.

(3 day Juice Cleanse and 11 days of 2qts. Juice and 1 Meal Box)
Drop those Holiday Pounds, Quick and Easy!

14 day Juice 

Cleanse - Meal 

Plan Combo

Only $325

Expires 2/28/15  
Must Present Coupon.

eFitMeal.com

Fresh Raw Juice and Fruit Smoothies made with real 
fruit and vegetables. No Sugar or artificial sweeteners. 

Meal Plans, Juice Cleanses available.

Fresh, Tasty and Healthy Meals • available in-store or office deliveries

Save your community 
from the terror spread by 
the Grease Blob. But you 

must ACT Now.

Do not pour your used 
cooking oil and grease 
down the drain! (Not 
even with hot water!)

The Grease Blob wreaks havoc by clogging unsuspecting sewer 
pipes. This causes horrific sewer back ups in homes and offices. It 
can also cause sewage spills in parks and streets.

Can it. Bag it. Toss it. Don’t Clog it
Where did the Grease Blob come from? 
Not a distant planet, but from cooking oils and grease poured 
down the sink or toilet. It sticks to the inside of sewer pipes 
and over time can turn into a monster of a clog that blacks the 
entire pipe.

Stop the Grease Blob Now...Here’s How
• Don’t pour cooking oil or grease down the drain or toilet
• Cool and let fat oil and grease harden in a used soup or 

vegetable can then place in a sealed plastic bag and toss in 
the trash. If you have a large amount, recycle it at the City of 
Austin Household Hazardous Water facility

• Wipe small amounts of grease from pans with a paper towel 
and throw it in the trash

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

said people should also preplan what routes 
they need to take instead of starting their GPS 
device after getting on the road—a transition 
Johnson admits will initially be difficult.

“I realize that’s not going to happen,” he 

said. “People do things in the context of, ‘Let 
me optimize time,’ and optimizing time for 
people is doing it while they’re driving.”

Drivers in other states, such as New York 
and California, have also been forced to 

adapt to a hands-free-while-driving atmo-
sphere. Johnson said he has family in both 
states, and because of enforcement and the 
penalties they quickly learned to comply 
with the respective laws. He said he hopes to 

see the same reaction occur in Austin. 
The ordinance will help bicyclists avoid the 

dangers of distracted driving, said Al Basti-
das, founder of Please Be Kind to Cyclists, an 
Austin bicycling advocacy group.

“As a person on a bicycle, we’re the most 
vulnerable road users because we have no 
protection. We have to train our brain to ride 
our bicycle defensively,” Bastidas said. “We’ve 
been riding our bikes without [this law] for a 
long time, and we’re definitely going to feel a 
lot safer if the law gets to be enforced. It’s not 
as easy to enforce as we think.”

The Texas House of Representatives passed 
a statewide hands-free ordinance in 2013, 
but it did not pass the Senate’s transportation 
committee. Gov. Rick Perry vetoed a similar  
bill that passed both houses in 2011. 

“Texting while driving is reckless and irre-
sponsible,” Perry said in 2011 when address-
ing his veto. “I support measures that make 
our roads safer for everyone, but House Bill 
242 is a government effort to micromanage 
the behavior of adults.”

Because of past pushback, Leffingwell said 
he realizes the transition will not be easy for 
Austin, but he is confident the new law will 
prove successful.

“I realize it’s going to be hard for a lot of 
people to make that change, but you kind of 
saw the same thing … when all of a sudden 
you had to wear a seat belt,” Leffingwell said. 

These speakers can answer 
and end calls with one touch 
and cost as low as $10.

Device stands typically 
cost between $5 and $40 
and can be used to hold 
phones, navigators and 
mp3 players.

Many cars now come 
equipped with Bluetooth or 
similar integration to allow 
for one-touch-to-answer 
technology.

Many radios are now created with Bluetooth 
and/or touch-screen navigation built in. 
Installation of a Bluetooth radio can cost $250, 
according to Randy Walsh, regional manager 
at Austin-based Custom Sounds, and more 
advanced navigation systems are about $600.

Bluetooth speaker 
phone

Device stand

One-touch answer

Radio

Devices to keep drivers 
from breaking law

Although drivers can comply with the distracted 
driving law without spending extra money, new 

products are constantly released to allow for 
more hands-free capability.

Design by Ethan Hill

No fatalities or serious injuries reported in 3,113 crashes
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Canyon Creek 10321 Chestnut Ridge Road 5br/4ba $495,000 3,700 Sonia Barrera Keller Williams Realty 512-775-6969

78726 Versante Canyon Townhomes 9205 Villa Norte Drive, Unit 21 3br/2ba $524,000 2,619 Cord Shiflet Moreland Properties 512-751-2673

78726 Versante Canyon Townhomes 9013 Villa Norte Drive, Unit 13 3br/3ba $370,000 1,691 Cord Shiflet Moreland Properties 512-751-2673

78727 Enchanted Forest 12520 Enchanted Forest Drive 4br/3ba $469,500 3,289 Tony Alayon e–Executive Realty 512-814-6644

78727 Lamplight Village 1907 Bienville St. 4br/2ba $172,000 1,331 Jennifer Story Keller Williams Realty 512-879-8020

78727 Milwood 12702 Transit Cove 3br/2ba $265,000 1,380 Carolina Aceituno Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-217-1218

78727 Milwood 6212 Avery Island Ave. 2br/2ba $186,120 1,034 Dean Erickson Keller Williams Realty 512-328-3588

78727 Scofield Farms 1436 Tamar Lane 5br/3ba $335,000 3,295 Allison Gaddy Keller Williams Realty 512-954-8800

78727 Scofield Farms 1501 Visalia Lane 4br/2ba $269,000 2,095 Terry Klein Private Label Realty 512-810-9002

78729 Forest North Estates 9003 Charnwood Court 3br/3ba $369,000 2,710 Kelvin Glover Keller Williams Realty 512-415-2027

78729 Forest North Estates 13011 Stillforest St. 3br/2ba $329,000 1,847 Donna Tarbox Private Label Realty 512-217-2532

78729 Lake Creek Park 13505 Hymeadow Circle 4br/3ba $374,900 2,577 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 512-801-7718

78729 Milwood 13302 Black Canyon Drive 3br/2ba $259,900 2,350 Paige Howell Realty Austin 512-350-8143

78729 San Felipe Townhomes 7708 San Felipe Blvd., Unit 23 2br/2ba $200,000 1,663 Maureen Parker Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-751-3718

78750 Acres West 13411 Lois Lane 3br/2ba $235,000 1,902 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty 512-347-7740

78750 Jester Point 7201 Holly Fern Cove 3br/2ba $795,000 3,659 Glenn Newton Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Realty 512-345-5137

78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 9009 Scotsman Drive 4br/2ba $499,900 3,180 Aaron Farmer Texas Discount Realty 512-323-0400

78750 Park West Condo 10616 Mellow Meadow Drive, Unit 27C 2br/2ba $97,000  952 George Kiefer Keller Williams Realty 512-970-0709

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 10402 Weller Drive 5br/3ba $440,000 3,427 Tish Fenley-Darey J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-422-1597

78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek 10311 Holme Lacey Lane 4br/3ba $535,000 3,500 Javid Baig Turnquist Partners Realtors 512-550-4660

78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek 10203 Pickfair Cove 4br/2ba $660,000 3,772 Elizabeth Riley Keller Williams Realty 512-658-0045

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12107 Wander Lane 3br/2ba $235,000 1,740 Sean Mulcahy Keller Williams Realty 512-971-3995

78758 Edge Creek Condos 12166 Metric Blvd., Unit 368 2br/2ba $105,900 1,004 Allison Callegari Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Realty 512-914-5875

78758 Quail Hollow 1513 Jersey Drive 3br/2ba $225,000 1,398 Elliott Sanchez Realty Austin 512-785-4044

78758 Rutland Village 1725 Mearns Meadow Blvd. 3br/2ba $225,000 1,593 Steve Bluestone Keller Williams Realty 512-590-0602

78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood Drive, Unit 1205 1br/1ba $103,500  598 Lee Allbright Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-413-9520

78759 Arboretum Village Condo 11603 Ladera Vista Drive, Unit 8 2br/2ba $300,000 1,774 Becky Griner Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-917-5712

78759 Austin Hills 10614 Floral Park Drive 3br/2ba $450,000 2,118 Becky Griner Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-917-5712

78759 Barrington Oaks 11804 Charing Cross Road 5br/3ba $375,000 2,305 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-767-6787

78759 Barrington Oaks 8213 Wexford Drive 4br/2ba $349,999 1,969 James Watson Keller Williams Realty 512-964-5151

78759 Great Hills 8602 Altus Cove 4br/2ba $769,000 3,253 Lauren Powell Kuper Sotheby’s Itl. Realty 512-695-0679

78759 Great Hills 10401 Charette Cove 3br/2ba $500,000 2,750 Terri Vaclavik Private Label Realty 512-775-4664

78759 Great Hills 6402 Copperlily Cove 4br/2ba $525,000 2,936 Claudia Scott Moreland Properties 512-373-0745

78759 Misting Falls North 10712 Misting Falls Trail 3br/2ba $339,500 1,595 Fara Kosari Private Label Realty 512-573-7979

78759 Morado Cove Condo 10300 Morado Cove, Unit 505 2br/2ba $327,500 1,869 Scott Hayes Realty Austin 512-786-8300

78759 Morado Cove Condo 10300 Morado Cove, Unit 503 2br/2ba $327,500 1,899 Scott Hayes Realty Austin 512-786-8300

78759 Morado Cove Condo 10300 Morado Cove, Unit 702 2br/2ba $327,500 1,899 Scott Hayes Realty Austin 512-786-8300

78759 Oakwood Condo 11301 Jollyville Road, Unit I1 2br/2ba $159,000  983 Alexa Keller York Real Estate Services 512-653-2195

78759 Point West Westover Hills 8807 Point West Drive 3br/2ba $500,000 2,207 Kim Stanley RE/MAX 1 512-337-0261

78759 Taylor Draper Condos 5711 Taylor Draper Cove, Unit A 2br/2ba $250,000 1,282 Tina Dugey-Miscoe Keller Williams Realty 512-914-7000

78759 Walnut Crossing 3702 Gable Drive 3br/2ba $265,000 1,614 Diane Bennett RE/MAX Capital City II 512-751-0664

13505 Hymeadow Circle

10203 Pickfair Cove

8807 Point West Drive

11603 Ladera Vista Drive, Unit 8

512-454-7636
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Market Data
On the market  (November 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$149,999 or less — 1/106 — 2/34 15/66 1/31

$150,000–$199,999 — 6/31 6/360 — 1/69 3/24

$200,000–$299,999 — 9/34 23/44 11/37 5/68 7/25

$300,000–$399,999 8/154 5/54 5/57 4/65 1/59 14/65

$400,000–$499,999 12/115 2/34 — 12/53 3/246 10/62

$500,000–$599,999 5/77 — — 6/74 — 17/61

$600,000–$799,999 3/123 — — 5/36 — 7/99

$800,000–$999,999 1/29 — — — — 3/101

$1 million + 2/36 — — — — 1/277

REAL ESTATE
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