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NW Austin residents, businesses weigh in on Affordable Care Act
The side effects of ‘Obamacare’

Buyers pay more for location, quality schools

NW Austin home sales 
unfazed by affordability

By Amy Denney
In Northwest Austin, where 

home sales and appreciation con-
tinue to rise, homebuyers have not 
been fazed by the sticker shock of 
increasing home prices.

Realtor Janet Murdock of JB 
Goodwin Realtors, who also 
serves on the board of directors 
for the Austin Board of Real-
tors, said homebuyers are willing 
to pay more for location, quality 
homes and established trees. This 
is despite a 13 percent jump to 
$223,000 for the citywide median 
home price from September 2012 
to September 2013.

A growing business industry 
coupled with three high-perform-
ing school districts continues to 
put Northwest Austin at the top of 
desirable places to buy a home in 
the region, she said. Homeowners 
also saw their home values appre-
ciate by 34 percent from January 
2012 to January 2013, contribut-
ing to the area’s appeal.

“The overall economy in Austin 
and the fact that 130 people move 

to Austin every day is really signif-
icant,” Murdock said. “They have 
to live someplace. The northwest 
corridor is sought after because of 
the schools. That’s a major selling 
point.”

Two years ago, the city’s median 
home price hovered around 
$180,000, said Madison Insel-
mann, Austin regional director 
for Houston-founded real estate 
market research firm Metrostudy.

“Forty thousand dollars in two 
years is pretty strong,” he said of 
the increase.

Jim Gaines, a research econo-
mist with the Real Estate Center 
at Texas A&M University, said ris-
ing home prices means residents 
need more income to afford the 
median-priced home in Austin. 
This could affect the ability of 
those in the workforce-housing 
sector—those residents such as 
police officers, teachers and medi-
cal personnel with well-paying 
jobs—to buy homes.

“[Some] people can buy 

By Lyndsey Taylor
Since Oct. 1, organizations in Northwest 

Austin have been educating and enrolling res-
idents in health insurance plans through the 
Affordable Care Act—also known as “Obam-
acare”—which requires all U.S. residents to 
have health insurance starting in 2014. 

To help residents understand the new law 
and its requirements, organizations such as 
Lone Star Circle of Care, CommUnityCare, 
Central Health, United Way, Seton Healthcare 
and Enroll America are working together, said 
Ashlee Mooney, provider contracting man-
ager at CommUnityCare.

“It’s going well in the fact that we are get-
ting the message out,” Mooney said. “We are 
working in coalition with them to spread the 
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word and make sure everyone knows where to 
go for enrollment assistance.” 

Uninsured individuals must sign up for 
health insurance either through the Health 
Insurance Marketplace (HIM) or a private 
provider before March 31, or they will be 
charged a fee when they file their federal tax 
returns, said Maria Serafine, director of mem-
ber services for LSCC. 

The HIM allows people to purchase and 
compare health insurance options. Coverage 
includes essential benefits such as ambula-
tory services, hospitalization, surgery, mater-
nity and newborn care, prescription drugs, 
and preventive and wellness services. Dental 
coverage is optional. Pricing for insurance 
plans is based on factors such as household 

income and family size.
LSCC Director of Communications 

Rebekah Haynes said that because of techni-
cal issues with the healthcare.gov website, 
some people continue to have trouble signing 
up online. Despite technical issues with the 
website, LSCC and CommUnityCare enroll-
ment counselors have still been able to screen 
residents for eligibility. Enrollment counselors 

Enrollment counselor Juanita Gutierrez (right) helps 
David Caramanidis (left) enroll for health insurance. 

$163, 301
household loan qualification  
for median income of $46,779

$137, 500
median home price

+$25,801

$2 10,792
household loan qualification  
for median income of $60,383

$202, 300
median home price

+$8,492

$192,000
household loan qualification  
for median income of $55,000

$187,800
median home price

+$4 , 200

$174 ,947
household loan qualification for 
median income of $50,115

$176,400
median home price

-$1 ,4 53

$195,756
household loan qualification for 
median income of $56,000

$227,600
median home price

-$31 ,844
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Source: Metrostudy

In Texas, Austin is the least affordable metro area in terms of the household 
loan the median income can afford to buy the median-priced home. However, 
this affordability gap is not affecting home sales in Northwest Austin.
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St. David’s Emergency Network
We’ve Got Austin Covered

StDavidsERnetwork.com

Every year more than a quarter of a million people look to us in times of  
an emergency. We have convenient locations throughout Central Texas.  
Board-certified physicians. Life-saving technology. And a skilled nursing staff. 
St. David’s is Austin’s Emergency Support System.

Scan the code to find a St. David’s 
HealthCare ER close to you.

13-SDM-1497 Northwest_Leads Ad.indd   1 10/9/13   9:07 AM
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realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300

austin’s #1 home search website

NORTHWEST HILLS
6006 Mesa Dr
4 BD 2 BA +/-4,504 SQ FT
Listed by Scott Hayes
512.786.8300

NORTHWEST HILLS
4109 Bayberry Dr
2 BD 2 BA +/-1,414 SQ FT
Listed by Austin 55 Team
512.496.8177

BARRINGTON OAKS
11610 Queens Way
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,026 SQ FT
Listed by Ashley Holmes
512.949.9364

WALNUT CROSSING
3501 Tyrone Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,523 SQ FT
Listed by Michelle Hendrix
512.736.1680

Southwest         

4301 W William Cannon Dr, Bldg K, #200
Austin, TX 78749 

6806 Bee Cave Rd, #2B
Austin, TX 78746          

WestlakeDowntown      
        1209 W 5th St, #300 
Austin, TX 78703   

Lake Travis
2418 RR 620 South, #200 
Lakeway, TX 78738

connect with us:      fb.com/realtyaustin

CENTURY PARK CONDOS
2632 Century Park Blvd #40
2 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,335 SQ FT
Listed by Austin 55 Team
512.496.8177

MILWOOD
12313 Wycliff
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,850 SQ FT
Listed by Patrick Birdsong
512.585.1571

QUAIL CREEK
9505 Gambels Quail Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,396 SQ FT
Listed by Lisa Muñoz
512.293.5551

PEDERNALES CANYON RANCH
23101 Pedernales Canyon Trl
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,288 SQ FT
Listed by Denise Dyke
512.656.9277

LANTANA GLEN
3629 Kentfield Rd
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,680 SQ FT
Listed by Cathy Trifiro
512.797.4917

BARRINGTON OAKS
11204 Barrington Way
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,502 SQ FT
Listed by Amber Moran
512.695.2286

Stats based on October 2012 and 2013 home sales through Austin Board of REALTORS®.

October 2012
October 2013

Avery Ranch Office 
10526 W Parmer Ln, Suite 425

Average
Sold Price

Homes
Sold

140 150130 160

$288k

161

$267k

140

200k 250k150k 300k

Northwest Austin Market Update
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IN 2 DAY
S
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IN 3 DAY
S

PE
NDING 

IN 5 DAY
S

PE
NDING 

IN 4 DAY
S

CHAMPIONS
4802 Whispering Valley Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,680 SQ FT
Listed by Lisa Golden
512.470.6008

SO
LD

IN 3 DAY
S

OAK FOREST
6520 Heron Dr
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,663 SQ FT
Listed by Jennifer Mehis
512.217.1887

PE
NDING 

IN 1 DAY
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We’ve always known that to deliver the best healthcare possible, 
we need convenient locations. That’s why we’re constantly 
adding WellMed clinics in the communities we serve. 

When you walk through our doors, you’ll feel the WellMed difference.  
From our doctors and nurses to our assistants and technicians, we all have  
the same focus: to give you absolutely the best and most attentive healthcare. 
We treat every patient as a friend or family member, offering a long list of 
services and conveniences that you won’t find anywhere else.

For over 20 years, WellMed has been known as an innovative leader in senior 
healthcare services. And during that time, we have welcomed tens of thousands 
of patients into our WellMed family. Now, we are inviting you to join our family 
by giving us a call at 855-790-2064. 

855-790-2064
wellmedmedicalgroup.com
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7 medical locations to  
serve you in the austin area11—

We want to be your 
neighborhood senior 
healthcare center.

WellMed at North 183 
13376 North Hwy 183, Ste. 110  
Austin, TX 78750 
(Galleria Oaks Shopping Center)

WellMed Senior Clinic at Midtown
3708 Jefferson St. 
Suite A, Austin, TX 78731
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CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
All New 2013 
S60 Sedans
$6000 o�  MSRP2

Up to $2,000 o�  in Volvo Owner Loyalty

2014 Legacy 2.5i 
6MT Alloy Package
$276mo 1

Zero Down!

2013 Audi A4 2.0T FWD 
Multitronic Premium Pkg
$349mo3

First month payment paid by Audi. Save an 
additional $1,000 with Audi Owner Loyalty or 
Conquest Programs.

2012 Panamera 
4 Demo
$79,9994

1 - Subaru - Model EAB P21. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $276, � nal pymt / residual = $10,112. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,001. Stk# Z8922. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. *Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a 
complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes � rst.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals, coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 3-31-2014 and reside within the promotional area. At participating dealers only. See dealer for program details and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other o� er. Dealer participation 
may a� ect � nal negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only. MPG � gures are estimated highway, results vary. O� ers expire 11/30/13.  2 - Volvo -Must take delivery out of dealer stock and cannot be combined with 0% APR O� er or Lease O� er. Exp 11/30/13.  3 - Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0800 based on MSRP $35,445. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 � rst mo 
payment + $0 security deposit = $3,694 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,140. 36 monthly payments of $349.Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See 
dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 1-2-14.   4 - Porsche - Limited inventory.  Call for available vehicles.  Exp 11/30/13.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
In December 2007, 

I joined five of my co-
workers to volunteer at 
Fort Hood for our first 
Soldiers of America 
celebration hosted by 
Celebration of Love and 
sponsored by Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper. 
The event shed light 
on problems I did not 
know are so prevalent in 
Central Texas: hun-

ger and poverty. We served thousands of families by 
dressing up as elves and handing out toys to children, 
giving families holiday meals that feed 10–12 people 
and strapping Christmas trees to vehicles. Seeing the joy 
on these families’ faces was overwhelming. Since then, 
I have been passionate about joining forces with my co-
workers and volunteering in our communities.

Community Impact’s mission is to build communities 

of informed citizens and thriving business through the 
collaboration of a passionate team. However, our staff 
is also passionate about giving back to the communities 
we serve. The Community Impact Cares program was 
developed so that we can do just that. This holiday sea-
son we have partnered with organizations such as the 
Round Rock Area Serving Center, Celebration of Love 
and Just Because Christmas Project. 

Our annual holiday gift guide on pages 25–27 not 
only provides ideas for gifts but also highlights orga-
nizations that need volunteers to help Central Texas 
families have a brighter holiday season. We hope this 
year’s gift guide will inspire you to get involved in your 
community. Feel free to email us about how you give 
back at nwafeedback@impactnews.com.

Katherine Kennedy
GENERAL MANAGER

kkennedy@impactnews.com
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

TAKE THE POLL

READER COMMENTS

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What has been your experience 
healthcare.gov?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper.

“This project is a joke. It will not improve the congestion on 
MoPac.”

—Eric Tiblier

“I believe it should be an HOV lane; TxDOT can spare the 
1 percent of their budget and make it so.”

—Brandon S.

“We welcome the new lane and the sound walls in our neigh-
borhood. Steve [Pustelnyk], aka MoPac Man, and CTRMA have 
done a great job gathering input from our community and letting 
us be involved in the aesthetics of the sound wall. We would 
much rather see the wall when we are glancing in that direction 
than hear the traffic 24 hours a day. Thank you again, Steve.”

—BWNA Prez 

“The portion of wall mentioned above, from Bullard to the Far 
West foot bridge, will be erected next to Great Northern [Boule-
vard], not MoPac. It will not mitigate MoPac noise as well as 
other portions of the wall, which will be in the MoPac right of 
way. Moreover, CTRMA has not evaluated the impact of the 
wall on train noise and vibration, which may worsen with the 
wall. What should really concern Austinites is that the city of 
Austin will be responsible for maintenance of the wall, which is 
estimated to run at a cost of tens, if not hundreds, of thousands 
of dollars per year; this is money that the city has not yet bud-
geted. This wall will be an eyesore among other things. I have 
not heard anyone opposed to moving the wall to the MoPac 
right of way.”

—Voteless in Austin

Do you plan to use the tolled express 
lanes on MoPac when they open in 
2015?

No.

  46% 
Only if I need to be somewhere in a hurry.

  27% 
Yes, regularly.

  15% 
Occasionally.

  12%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 10/22/13–11/17/13

MoPac construction to begin in December
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showroom for their home-based business, 
Deco Window Fashions, in November 
at 13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 111. The 
showroom will be fully up and running in 
early January, but customers can stop in to 
view products such as draperies, shutters, 
blinds, shades, window film and remote-
controlled window treatments. 512-250-
8600. www.decowindowfashions.com

10  Women’s clothing store Johnny Was 
opened its first Texas location Sept. 26 in 
The Domain, 11600 Century Oaks Terrace, 
Ste. 112. The Los Angeles–based company 
sells bohemian chic clothing. 512-832-
7972. www.johnnywas.com. 
Twitter: @johnnywasdotcom

11  Luxury T-shirt company Splendid 
opened a Domain location Sept. 12 at 
11600 Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 132. The 
Los Angeles–based company sells clothing 
for women and children. 512-490-6458. 
www.splendid.com. Twitter: @splendidla

12  Richard Young opened Central 
Texas Vapor on Aug. 1 at 13218-A Pond 
Springs Road. The business sells electronic 
cigarettes, including accessories and 
flavored juice, which is made in-house. 
Young said many customers choose e-cigs 
to help them stop smoking traditional 
cigarettes. 512-751-3335.
www.centraltexasvpor.com. 
Twitter: @texasvapor

13  Dallas-based Floss Dental opened a 
new location at 3310 W. Braker Lane, Bldg. 
1, Ste. 100, on Nov. 4. Floss offers general 
and cosmetic dentistry services, including 
cleanings, teeth whitening, veneers, 
dentures and Invisalign braces. 
512-617-0110. www.flossdental.com. 
Twitter: @flossdental

14  Biryani Pot opened Oct. 24 at 12407 
N. MoPac, Ste. 200B, in the former Taj 
Mahal location. The restaurant, which 
also has one location in Houston, serves 
authentic Hyderbadi Indian food, 
including biryani, which is a slow-cooked 
spiced rice served with meat or vegetables. 
512-837-4444. www.biryanipotusa.com

Sara Schaubert opened her mobile 
business, Healing Arts Housecalls, in 
October. Schaubert makes house calls 
in the Austin area for cats and dogs 
to provide acupuncture, hospice care 
and euthanasia. She said acupuncture 
helps treat arthritis, back pain, mobility 
problems and chronic sores in pets. 512-
576-0929. www.healingartshousecalls.com

Coming soon

15  Patrick Terry, founder of P. Terry’s 
Burger Stand, confirmed Nov. 20 that he 
will open a ninth location in mid-2014 at 
8533 Burnet Road. Construction will begin 
in early 2014 on the location, which will 
have drive-thru service. www.pterrys.com

Now Open

1  John Lee opened a franchise of 
kickboxing gym 9Round in November 
at 10900 Research Blvd., Ste. C150. The 
gym offers 30-minute kickboxing circuit 
training that focuses on cardiovascular 
and resistance training. Trainers are 
included in the cost of a monthly 
membership. 512-372-1030. 
www.9round.com

2  Aces Jiu Jitsu Club opened in October 
at 10435 Burnet Road, Ste. 106. The club 
offers a monthly membership for jiu-
jitsu and collegiate wrestling training. 
Amenities for members include Wi-Fi, 
child care and on-site massage therapy. 
Mikal Abdullah and James Wilson are the 
owners. 512-730-1161. 
www.acesjiujitsuclub.com

3  Capstone Management opened the first 
of 184 units in September at Allegre Point, 
located at 1833 Cheddar Loop St. near I-35 
and Wells Branch Parkway. The complex 
has one-, two- and three-bedroom units, a 
weight room and fitness center, a pool and 
a business center. Apartments have washer 

and dryer connections, storage rooms and 
ceiling fans. 512-990-5600. 
www.allegrepoint.com

4  Zed’s restaurant, 501 Canyon Ridge 
Drive, reopened Oct. 24 after having been 
closed for renovations since Feb. 19. The 
restaurant expanded its bar area by 200 
square feet and hired a new staff, including 
Chef Adrian Corckill, who created new 
bar, lunch, dinner and brunch menus. 
Owner Ken Brown opened the restaurant 
in December 2010. 512-339-9337.
www.zeds.bz

5  Brazilian Fight Factory opened Oct. 
21 at 11150 Research Blvd.. Rodrigo Cabral 
is the head Brazilian jiu-jitsu instructor. 
BFF offers martial arts classes, including 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu, mixed martial arts and 
muay thai. It also offers a 12-week women’s 
self-defense course, private lessons and an 
after-school program. 512-905-0644. 
www.brazilianfightfactory.com

6  Ike Pettiett, Deon Warner and 
Sharonda Pettiett-Warner opened 
a location of Cookies by Design in 
November at 13343 N. US 183, Ste. 250. 

The store makes and delivers cookie 
bouquets, and cookies may be decorated 
for any occasion. Cookies by Design will 
celebrate its grand opening and National 
Cookie Day on Dec. 4–7. 512-257-8400. 
www.cookiesbydesign.com. 
Twitter: @cbdatx

7  Central Metro Locating opened a new 
office in August at 13497 N. US 183, 
Ste. 700. The company offers free 
apartment locating services to the Austin 
metro area. Central Metro has been in 
Austin for seven years. 512-249-7368. 
www.centralmetrolocating.com. 
Twitter: @centralmetro1

8  Austin-based Starling Eyewear opened 
a pop-up shop Nov. 15 at The Domain 
near Papyrus, 3400 Esperanza Crossing. 
The store is stocked with the company’s 
line of ready-to-wear reading glasses, 
sunglasses and sun readers. The store will 
be open until Jan. 31. Starling launched its 
first pop-up shop for the 2013 Formula 1 
events. www.starlingeyewear.com. 
Twitter: @starlingeyewear

9  James and Claudia Covian opened a 
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Expansions

16  Dr. Omar Akhtar joined Dr. Michael 
Burris at Capital City Orthopaedics 
in September. The practice is located at 
12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370, and provides 
comprehensive sports medicine and 
arthritis care. Burris’ specialty is in ACL 
reconstruction, and Akhtar focuses on 
joint replacement. 512-617-1989. 
www.capitalcityortho.com

Relocations

17  The Stitching Studio moved in 
September from 12411 Hymeadow Drive 
to 12325 Hymeadow Drive, Ste. 4-102. The 
new space has a larger sewing space for the 
business’s classes and community groups 
that meet there. The business also operates 
Threadbare, a retail and consignment shop 
for sewing and craft supplies. The Stitching 
Studio has been open for six years, and 
Lori Wolter has been the owner since 
January. 512-614-7235. 
www.austinstitchingstudio.com

18  River Place OB/GYN relocated 
Oct. 3 from 1401 Medical Parkway B, 
Ste. 207, Cedar Park, to 6611 River Place 
Blvd., Ste. 202. Dr. John Thoppil specializes 
in all aspects of women’s health. 
512-473-8300. www.riverplaceobg.com

19  In early November, Sharp End 
Athletics relocated from 8990 Research 
Blvd. to 10508 Boyer Blvd., doubling its 
size. The athletic training facility includes 
four batting cages, three pitching mounds, 
40-yard running lanes and programs 
for speed, agility, flexibility training and 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu. Ben Himes founded the 
business in December 2010. 512-215-9326. 
www.sharpendathletics.com. 
Twitter: @sharpendaustin

20  Paul Mitchell The School Austin 
relocated in September from 15635 Vision 
Drive, Ste. 107, Pflugerville, to 9503 
Research Blvd., Ste. 310. The school offers 
training for people who want to become 
a licensed cosmetologist or aesthetician 
and provides hair and skin services to the 

public. 512-251-1644. 
www.austin.paulmitchell.edu. 
Twitter: @pmtsaustin

New Ownership

21  Bret and Elizabeth Jarrard, owners 
of BEJ Resource Management LLC, took 
over operations Aug. 1 of the Avis Budget 
Group location inside the Walmart at 
13201 RM 620. Their business offers rental 
cars. Bret has worked for Avis for eight 
years. 512-250-9716. www.avis.com, 
www.budget.com

22  Bryan Keech and Bryan Macilko 
recently took over ownership of the Tutti 
Frutti located at 13429 N. US 183, Ste. 
110. The store uses fresh ingredients and 
fruit and rotates through more than 100 
flavors of frozen yogurt such as grapefruit 
hibiscus, banana pudding, pumpkin pie 
and tiramisu. 512-257-0886. 
www.tuttifrutti.com

23  On Nov. 1, eight residents took over 
ownership of arts-and-crafts studio 
Marmalade Skies, 13450 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 229. A grand reopening celebration 
is scheduled for noon–5 p.m. Dec. 1. 
Marmalade Skies offers walk-in arts and 
crafts, scheduled classes and group events 
for people of all ages. 512-695-1694. 
www.marmaladeskiesaustin.com. 
Twitter: @marmaladeaustin

24  In November, Craig Lee took over the 
retail portion of Hill Country Garden 
Center, 13561 Pond Springs Road, from 
Tim Smith, who will continue operating 
the landscape installation part of the 
business. Lee plans to open his butterfly 
sanctuary at the nursery in the spring. He 
will continue operating his haircutting 
shop, Craig Cuts, also located at the 
nursery. 512-258-0093. 
www.hillcountrylgc.com

Mergers

25  On Oct. 31, Austin-based Applied 
Nanotech Holdings Inc. and Valley View, 
Ohio–based Nanofilm Ltd. announced 

their intention to merge and rename 
the new company PEN Inc. Applied 
Nanotech is a nanotechnology research and 
development firm, and Nanofilm is a maker 
of ultrathin coatings in optics, glass and 
plastic. Applied Nanotech is headquartered 
at 3006 Longhorn Blvd., Ste. 107. 
512-339-5020. www.appliednanotech.net, 
www.nanofilmtechnology.com

Anniversaries

26  Freda’s Seafood Grille, 10903 Pecan 
Park Blvd., celebrates 10 years in business 
in 2013. Owner Freda Cheng serves 
seafood with a Southwestern flair and has 
an all-you-can-eat brunch on Sundays for 
$18.95. 512-506-8700. 
www.fredasseafoodgrille.com

27  In October, Wondercide celebrated 
its fifth anniversary of manufacturing 
natural pet care and pest-control products. 
Owner Stephanie Boone founded the 
company in 2008. Customers may 
purchase products online, at one if the 350 
retail stores—including Bark N Purr—or 
at Wondercide’s headquarters, 9415 Neils 
Thompson Drive. 877-896-7426. www.
wondercide.com. Twitter: @wondercide

Closings

28  Taj Mahal Indian Cuisine, 12407 N. 
MoPac, Ste. 200B, closed in September. The 
restaurant opened in August 2011. Biryani 
Pot has opened in its place.

29  The Range Golf Club & Sports Bar, 
10910 Domain Drive, Ste. 120, recently 
closed at The Domain.

In the News

Austin Gives seeks to recognize businesses 
that donate money, services or time at 
its second annual GeneroCity Award 
Program. To be eligible, businesses must 
first become members of Austin Gives, 
which is free. Businesses have until Dec. 2 
to apply for the award program. Winners 
will be announced at the Jan. 7 luncheon. 
512-517-9485. www.austingives.net News or questions about Northwest Austin? 

Email nwanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Amy Denney

Zed’s restaurant reopened Oct. 24 after having 
been closed for renovations since Feb. 19.

4

The Stitching Studio relocated down the street on 
Hymeadow Drive in September.

17

Bryan Macilko (left) and Bryan Keech recently took 
over ownership of the Tutti Fruitti.

22

Pierre and Isabelle Fay’s pop-up shop, Starling 
Eyewear, will be open until Jan. 31 at The Domain.
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Austin’s only Locally-Owned Toyota Dealershipwww.charlesmaundtoyota.com

Valid on in-stock New 2014 Camry L, stock# 50470 and 50942. Lease offer of $199 per month for 36 
months with $199 due at signing and no security deposit. Includes GST Subvention Cash= $1800. Prices 

+TTL and $125 Dealer Doc Fee Does not include Military or College Grad Rebate. Expires 12/2/13.

Valid on in-stock New 2013 Sienna L, model# 5328. Several to choose from. Ex stock#50229: 
MSRP= $28,389. GST Rebate= $2000. CMT Discount= $2399. Prices +TTL and $125 Dealer 

Doc Fee. Does not include Military or College Grad Rebate. Expires 12/2/13.

Valid on all in-stock New 2013 Venza. Includes GST Rebate= $1500 and CMT Discount= $3300. Prices 
+TTL and $125 Dealer Doc Fee. Does not include Military or College Grad Rebate. Expires 12/2/13.

ALL ‘13 VENZA 
‘14 CAMRY L ‘13 SIENNA L

$4,800$23,990
$199 DOWN

$199/MO.
OFF MSRP

Avoid the Crowds!
Get Here Early for Best Selection!

8
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We See Beauty

Michael Coverman MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Trust. Experience.™

Brooke Stidham PA-C

Christi Gonzales and Tammy Hunt
Licensed Aestheticians
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All Cosmetic Procedures Dec 10th–31st
Fillers, Botox, Dysport, FotoFacial (IPL), 

Microdermabrasion, Laser Hair Removal and more. 15% OFF 
Happy Holidays!

* Discount valid with ad. If medically indicated. Not to be combined with other discounts. 
Excludes Tattoo Removal.

Focused 
on helping 
your small 
business 
succeed.

...

www.omnibank.comSBA Preferred Lender

ALEXIS MICHAEL, VP -  (512) 231-5018
3901-A Spicewood Springs Rd., Austin, TX 78759

SHIRLEY SHEFFIELD, VP -  (512) 398-4245
118 W. Market Street, Lockhart, TX 78644    

By Lyndsey Taylor
Claudio Cruz was selected for the 

Place 1 seat to replace trustee Brian Sell-
ers, Round Rock ISD announced Nov. 12.

Cruz was sworn in during the school 
board’s Nov. 21 meeting. He will fulfill 
the remainder of Sellers’ term, which 
expires in November 2014.

Sellers announced his resignation 
Oct. 11. He had served on the board 
since 2008 and was board secretary. 

Cruz served on the RRISD Citizen 
Bond Committee’s finance subcommittee 
in 2008. He also was a member of several 
committees in Harlingen CISD, includ-
ing as chair for the district’s Education 
Improvement Council. Steve Flores, 
Round Rock ISD’s superintendent, also 
has previous experience in Harlingen 
CISD. Cruz is also a parent support spe-
cialist for Austin ISD.

The board selected Cruz after a round 
of interviews Nov. 11. Board Vice Presi-
dent Diane Cox said because the district 
is considering a potential May 2014 bond 
election, Cruz’s previous experience 
serving on the Citizen Bond Committee 
appealed to the board.

“I think he has really worked very 

well with 
[RRISD],” Cox 
said. “We’re 
in the process 
of developing 
a bond com-
mittee, so he 
brings that 
district knowl-
edge. He also 
worked on our 
bond oversight 
committee, which again, has kind of 
prepared him for what we are going into 
for this next year. I think that is some of 
the things that rose to the top for us.”

Sellers was the second trustee to resign 
in 2013 because of time demands of 
board service.

“The [trustee] role is a time-consum-
ing one,” Sellers said. “I’ve decided to 
focus more time on my kids and my wife. 
I feel like I am leaving the school board 
in a good spot and can take the time I 
need to be with my family.”

Former trustee Glen Colby announced 
his resignation April 5. He also cited 
wanting to spend more time with his 
family as his reason for stepping down. 

Round Rock ISD fills board vacancy, 
selects Claudio Cruz as new trustee

EDUCATION BRIEFS

Claudio Cruz

AISD may ask voters to raise taxes
School board considers ratification election in 2014 or 2015
By Kelli Weldon

Austin ISD’s board of trustees dis-
cussed deadlines and requirements for 
calling for a tax ratification election for 
November 2014 or June 2015.

To raise its property tax rate above 
$1.04 per $100 of assessed value up to 
the $1.17 cap, a school district must 
seek voter approval through a TRE. 

The board did not take any action dur-
ing its Nov. 11 work session, but trustees 
discussed the possibility of a TRE.

“If you call for a TRE in November 
2014, that will impact your 2014–15 
budget,” AISD Chief Financial Officer 
Nicole Conley said, explaining if the 
TRE fails, the district does not have a 
Plan B in terms of using reserves.

A 9.1 cent rate increase—the largest 
AISD could ask for—would generate 
about $32 million for the school dis-
trict, Conley said.

Trustee Robert Schneider pointed 
out there will be multiple issues on 
the November 2014 ballot. AISD staff 
advised the board that the June 2015 
date was selected as a runoff election 
date, and it is unlikely there will be 
many issues on the ballot.

Conley said if AISD waits until 2015 

to call for a TRE, it might have to evalu-
ate staffing cuts and other “ugly” options 
to balance the budget.

She advised the district maintain at 
least $190 million in its reserves. 

Conley said the only ways the district 
can generate more money are to increase 
the tax rate or to increase its Weighted 
Average Daily Attendance level per 
student.

Trustee Lori Moya said if the board 
does decide to call for a TRE, it must 
work to ensure the community under-
stands that while property tax values are 
expected to increase by 5.97 percent in 
fiscal year 2014–15, the school district 
will not see the benefit of those addi-
tional dollars.

The Austin ISD board of trustees recently discussed 
the possibility of a future tax ratification election.
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12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989
www.capitalcityor tho.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 
& TOTAL JOINT REPLACEMENT
Offering comprehensive joint, bone, and muscle care including:

• Primary and complex revision joint replacement of  hip, knee and shoulder
• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Surgical and nonsurgical fracture care
• Evaluation and treatment of  joint pain in the hip, knee, and shoulder
• Alternative and complementary treatments for painful arthritis

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.
Specialty Trained 

in Joint Replacement
Board Certified in 

Orthopaedic Surgery



Northwest Austin Edition • November 2013 NEWS  9

AVERY RANCH 
CLINIC  

NOW OPEN

You now have local access to one of the nation’s largest medical group 
practices. Scott & White Healthcare’s newest clinic at Avery Ranch 
connects you and your family to our growing network of medical 
experts and specialists. Services include family medicine for adults 
and children, women’s health and an on-site laboratory. To learn more 
about our collaborative approach to healthcare, visit clinics.sw.org or 
call 512-310-4700 for an appointment.

The Best Minds Working as One.

Julie Kappler, MD
Family Medicine

Daniel Steffy, MD
Family Medicine

Open Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Avery Ranch Blvd.
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10526 W. Parmer Lane, Building 4 
Austin, TX 78717

Scott & White Healthcare accepts most major insurance plans, including Medicare. 

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Business leaders share data and insight  
at chamber State of Education luncheon

By Kelli Weldon
Preparing students for college and 

career must continue to be the focus of 
Central Texas educators and business 
leaders, said Don Kendrick, the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce education 
chairman. 

At the chamber’s 2013 State of Educa-
tion luncheon Nov. 12, Kendrick said the 
region’s direct-to-college enrollment rate 
has been flat for five years.

“We know that it coincides with a 
global recession, rising tuition, uncertain 
college financial aid and direct-to-college 
rates that have dropped nationally and 
in Texas. … Holding our own may be a 
partial victory, but we have to do better,” 
he said. 

The chamber invests about $1.5 mil-
lion annually in efforts to increase the 
percentage of Central Texans with a post-
secondary degree, Kendrick said. 

In June, 57 percent of the Central Texas 
high school class of 2013 had submitted 
the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid, or FAFSA, representing a 100 percent 
improvement compared with 2008, he 
said. About 84 percent submitted an 

EDUCATION

Don Kendrick, the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce’s education chair, speaks Nov. 12.
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STEM programs, new graduation requirements are highlighted 
ApplyTexas Texas Common College appli-
cation, up 49 percent from 2008, he said.

Nearly 40 percent of the 37,000 open 
jobs in Central Texas are in information 
technology, health care and management, 
Kendrick said.

Gregg Lowe, CEO of the Southwest 
Austin–based semiconductor producer 
Freescale, said corporations should work 
with schools to emphasize science, tech-
nology, engineering and math, or STEM.

“STEM is about opportunity,” he said. 
He noted many top-paying jobs are in 

STEM fields, and some CEOs of Fortune 
500 companies have engineering degrees.

Kendrick said 80 percent of the class of 
2013 in Central Texas schools completed 
chemistry, physics and algebra II classes. 

 New law brings changes
House Bill 5, signed into law in June, 

will cause many changes in Texas schools 
starting with the 2014–15 school year. 
Among them, a new graduation plan will 
replace existing graduation plans, and 
students will have to choose endorse-
ments, or areas of concentration, upon 
entering ninth grade.

Kendrick said the chamber supports 
algebra II being in graduation plans. 

In 2012, 80 percent of graduates com-
pleted the current default Recommended 
Plan, which required algebra II. 

Under HB 5, the only graduation plan 
that requires algebra II is the Distin-
guished Achievement designation applied 
to the new Foundation graduation plan. 
The Distinguished plan is similar to the 
Recommended Plan.

Kendrick said schools should also offer 
applied versions of traditional courses.

“House Bill 5 has provided different 
pathways, and we have to make sure that 
students have the academic counseling 
and advising necessary to pick wisely 
among the different endorsements and 
pathways,” Texas Higher Education 
Commissioner Raymund Paredes told 
attendees. “… We have to do a better job 
of counseling students about where the 
jobs are,” he said. 
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Changes to Austin’s flood plain maps 
could affect residents’ insurance rates
City studied eight watersheds, including West Bull, Bull creeks
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Spicewood Pkwy.By Amy Denney
The city of Austin recently updated its 

flood plain maps, and the changes affect 
more than 4,600 properties.

The city surveyed 154 miles in eight 
of the city’s watersheds, which are areas 
of land that drain into one of the larger 
creeks. About 2,200 properties are no lon-
ger in the flood plain, but 2,400 additional 
properties are now considered to be in 
the flood plain. Kevin Shunk, supervis-
ing engineer at the Watershed Protec-
tion Department, said the changes affect 
property owners by identifying their risk 
of flooding.

“The flood risk was already there,” he 
said. “The map doesn’t create risk; it just 
identifies it. Now they can prepare for it.”

Every few years, the city’s Watershed 
Protection Department updates the maps 
to provide the most up-to-date informa-
tion on residents’ risk for flooding when 
their property is located in the 25- or 
100-year flood plain. A 25-year flood plain 
means a property has a 4 percent chance of 
flooding in any given year, and a 100-year 
flood plain has a 1 percent chance of flood-
ing in any given year.

In some cases, updates are needed 
because the data is outdated or was com-
piled using outdated technology and engi-
neering models, Shunk said. New develop-
ment can also affect the flood plains and 
how water flows.

“We base our models on what we know 
about historical rainfall, but if that was 
30 years ago, we missed out on the last 
30 years of rain,” he said.

In other cases, the city did not have all 
the data on the entirety of a watershed, 
such as Bull Creek. The city had never sur-
veyed the portion of Bull Creek that travels 
through the Great Hills neighborhood.

“We felt there were flood hazards that 
existed here that we felt people needed to 
know about,” Shunk said.

In August, the city sent out 11,000 letters 

to affected property owners and tenants, 
even those whose properties are no longer 
in the flood plain, to let them know about 
the changes, which could affect their insur-
ance premiums.

“There could be financial ramifications 
to that depending on the risk of flooding 
on the property. That [risk] determines 
how much flood insurance premiums 
they’ll have,” Shunk said.

Homeowners could also be affected by 
the changes if their home is now in a flood 
plain because the city uses the flood plain 
maps to regulate development, Shunk said. 
Even interior renovations could be limited 
or restricted depending on the project. The 
department reviews any building permit 
submittals for properties in the flood plain.

Making changes to the city’s flood 
plains maps is a lengthy process. In 2009, 
city staff met with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to discuss a $1.1 mil-
lion grant for this latest study that will cost 
$2.6 million. The remainder of the funds 
will come from the Watershed Protection 
Department, which is funded through the 
drainage utility fee that is applied to each 
resident’s water bill.

Engineering work began on the existing 
survey in mid-2010. How a watershed is 
chosen for surveying depends on the age 
of the last study, how much development 
might have occurred since the last study, 
how many flood risks might be present 
and if there are any projects the city wants 
to pursue that would warrant a new study, 
Shunk said. The city surveys each water-
shed using aerial topography data, survey 
crews and bridge data.

Now that the city completed its recent 
survey, FEMA will approve the maps and 
print paper copies for the agency’s Flood 
Insurance Rate Map on which FEMA bases 
insurance premiums.

Information about the changes may be 
found at www.austintexas.gov/ 
floodplainchanges.
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What’s next

Residents will have the opportunity to 
weigh in on the proposed changes in 
2014 before the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency approves the new 
maps.

• Early 2014: City staff will meet with 
communities affected by the changes 
to listen to their feedback.

• Mid-2014: FEMA’s 90-day appeal and 
comment period commences to allow 
residents officially to submit comments 
or appeals. 

• Mid- to late 2015: FEMA will approve 
the maps, and changes will affect flood 
insurance rates.

Other resources

Homeowners can use several resources 
to find out if their property or nearby 
roads are in a flood plain.

www.atxfloods.gov
• This website lists all the existing road 

closures because of flooding in the city.

www.atxfloodpro.com
• Residents can find a map of all the 

existing flood plains in Austin. 

www.floodsmart.gov
• The National Flood Insurance Program 

offers flood insurance to homeowners 
because coverage is not included in 
standard homeowners insurance.
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VanDeWalle, Israel 
head to runoff 
election for HD 50

Austin’s housing 
bond approved

By Amy Denney
Republican Mike VanDeWalle and 

Democrat Celia Israel will face off in a 
runoff election Jan. 28 to fill the vacant 
Texas House District 50 seat.

Neither candidate garnered the 
required 50 percent of the vote to win 
the Nov. 5 special election. VanDeWalle 
earned 5,838 votes, or 39 percent, with 
Israel behind him at 4,750 votes, or 
32 percent.

Democrat Jade Chang Sheppard earned 
2,330 votes, and Rico Reyes, also a Demo-
crat, earned 1,990 votes.

VanDeWalle said he was prepared to 
head into a runoff election because he was 
facing three Democrats.

“I have a good team, and I think we 
developed a good strategy. I think we can 
win,” he said.

On Nov. 18, Gov. Rick Perry set the date 
for the runoff election as well as early vot-
ing, which will take place Jan. 20–24.

“What we need to do is just rev up to hit 
it hard in January,” Israel said. “Any day 
we have in January, we’ve got to be on the 
ground talking to voters. We have to just 

re-energize in January. If that means tak-
ing a break for the holidays, then so be it.”

Israel said she plans to revisit with vot-
ers who supported Sheppard or Reyes to 
try to get their support in the runoff. She 
is also meeting with the former candi-
dates about gaining their support.

Sheppard said she would be happy with 
the outcome of the election as long as a 
Democrat wins. Both Sheppard and Reyes 
said they felt like they ran strong cam-
paigns.

“Tonight wasn’t our night, but at the 
end of the day, sometimes you get the 
chicken and sometimes you get the feath-
ers. We got the feathers tonight,” Reyes 

said Nov. 5. “It’s only the first step, and I’m 
looking forward to the next time we have 
an opportunity to make a difference in 
this community.”

District 50 spans portions of North 
Austin, Pflugerville, Manor, Elgin and 
Webberville in Travis County. Former 
state Sen. Mark Strama vacated the seat in 
July to head Google Fiber in Austin. The 
winning candidate will serve the remain-
der of Strama’s two-year term, which runs 
through the end of 2014.

Candidates will have another chance to 
vie for the District 50 seat March 4 when 
the primary election occurs for the subse-
quent two-year term.

By Peter McCrady
The city of Austin’s affordable housing 

bond passed Nov. 5 with 60.38 percent 
of the votes in favor. Out of 66,045 votes, 
39,878 voted for the measure and 26,167 
voted against the proposition.

Elliott McFadden, campaign manager 
for Keep Austin Affordable, said his orga-
nization is excited by the election results, 
calling it a “great victory” for Austin.

“I think it’s reflective of the values of 
Austin,” McFadden said. “The voters said 
we need to have affordable housing for 
everyone in our community and to keep 
the character of Austin what it’s been.”

McFadden said the bonds are a first 
step in allowing the city to deal with the 
growing problem of affordability. Other 
aspects of the solution include finding a 
long-term funding source for affordable 
housing.

However, McFadden said residents 
would see some immediate use of the 
bond funds.

“The bonds will be put to use imme-
diately by organizations like Habitat for 
Humanity, Foundation Communities and 
Meals on Wheels to create and renovate 
affordable housing,” he said.

ELECTION Texas House District 50

Source: Texas House of Representatives

Manor Elgin

“I made the decision to have weight 

loss surgery for health reasons, but the 

most profound sense of relief is that 

I feel like I’ve gotten my life back.”

Lourdes

Join us for a seminar on 
Weight Loss Surgery.

Thursday, December 12th  6:30-7:30 p.m.
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center

To register for this FREE seminar, visit stdavidsweightloss.com 
or call 888.868.2104, or 512.478.3627

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your 
health questions 24/7, please call 1-888-868-2104, or 512.478.3627.

Apothecary Shop
Compounding, Pharmacy, Clinical Nutrition, Veterinary Medicine

11645 Angus Rd. #1

9am–6:30pm (closed from 1-2 for lunch) Monday–Friday  •  9am–1pm Saturday

www.apothecaryshopaustin.com

512-345-1444
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Prescription
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UFCU
Everywhere

(512) 467-8080            ufcu.org

Enjoy the convenience of 

UFCU with 24/7 online 

account access including 
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NEWS BRIEFS

Firm selected to help lead Highland Mall revamp
By Joe Lanane 

An Austin-based design firm was 
selected Nov. 5 to lead efforts by Austin 
Community College to turn Highland 
Mall into a new campus.

O’Connell Robertson was picked 
6-0-1 by the ACC board of trustees 
from among four firms to create a 
Highland Learning Center Master Plan, 
which will dictate how best to convert 
the former mall into new college-
tailored facilities. ACC also owns land 
surrounding the structure that will be 
converted into mixed-use development.

“The Highland Mall project is prob-
ably—definitely—in my 20 years here, and 
probably the entire history of the college, 
the largest thing we’ve ever attempted to 
do—large both in size and eventually in 
dollars,” trustee Alan Kaplan said before 
motioning to hire O’Connell Robertson. 
“Highland Learning Center is without a 
doubt the largest and most complex proj-
ect in education in this country today. It is 
quite enormous.”

All four firms gave final pitches during 
the Oct. 21 ACC board meeting. During 
the O’Connell Robertson presentation, 
a great deal of emphasis was placed on 
creating a student-friendly environment.

“It’s really about the in-between places 
that make a campus,” said Lorenzo Mattii 
of Pfeiffer Partners, an affiliate group 

working with O’Connell Robertson. “We 
place as much value on them as a lab or a 
classroom.”

Mattii said this would be the largest 
project he has worked on. During the 
presentation, the firm said a master plan 
could be ready for the board by June.

O’Connell Robertson recently worked 
with ACC to design the new Elgin cam-
pus, and the firm also helped on the sec-
ond phase of construction at the Cypress 
Creek campus in Cedar Park.

Trustee Guadalupe Sosa and trustee 
Tim Mahoney had proposed hiring 
Barnes, Gromatzky, Korasek Architects, 
the same firm in charge of designing 
ACC’s Math Emporium at the former 
JCPenney store in Highland Mall. Their 
effort failed 2-5, prompting the vote for 
O’Connell Robertson.

O’Connell Robertson has been hired to draw 
conceptual plans for the ACC Highland campus.
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By Lyndsey Taylor
An open forum regarding the Dell 

Medical School on Oct. 29 revealed that 
construction on Phase 1 could begin in 
spring 2014, according to University of 
Texas officials.

Seton plans to build the teaching hospi-
tal, which is estimated to cost about  
$295 million. The hospital will have 
approximately 220 beds and will not be 

substantially larger than the University 
Medical Center Brackenridge hospital.

UT will likely begin recruiting students 
for the medical school in 2015, interim 

UT could start construction in spring 
Dell Medical School seeks new dean, determines site uses  

Associate Dean Sue Cox said.
On May 9, the UT board of regents 

approved a $334 million plan to build the 
first phase of the medical school campus, 
which includes four buildings: a research 
building, medical office, parking garage 
and the education and administration 
building, said Pat Clubb, UT vice presi-
dent of university operations. 

Phase 1’s boundaries are Martin Luther 
King Jr. Street to the north, 15th Street 
to the south, I-35 to the east and Trinity 
Street to the west.

“We’re finishing up programming at 
this point,” she said. “We know what 
needs to happen in each building and how 
much space is needed for each function.”

After Phase 1 ends, project design and 
development will begin, Clubb said.

In February, the project will go to UT’s 
board of regents for final approval of 
design development, and construction 
could begin a few months later, she said. 

A dean has not been selected for the 
medical school, but UT could make an 
announcement about its choice by Jan. 1.

“We’ve attracted several highly quali-
fied candidates who are excited about the 
opportunity to run a Tier 1 university and 
its medical school in the future,” Cox said.

“We’re finishing up 
programming at this 
point. We know what 
needs to happen in 
each building and how 
much space is needed 
for each function.”

—Pat Clubb, UT vice president of university 
operations
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13048 Research Blvd., Suite B • 512-257-2828 • www.texas-dentistry.com

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL  

$30.00
EXAM, X-RAY, CONSULTATION & REGULAR CLEANING

(in absence of periodontal disease)

For patients without insurance.
We accept most insurances & 

Texas Medicaid, CHIP

Texas Dentistry Group
Braces • Veneers • Implants • Whitening

Henry H. Kim, D.D.S. F.I.C.O.I., F.M.I.I.I.
Se Habla Español
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By Amy Denney
The Project Connect planning team 

is recommending a merged Highland-
East Riverside priority subcorridor as the 
potential first route of urban rail or other 
high-capacity transit options to serve the 
Central Corridor.

This Central Corridor is part of the 
regional Project Connect transit plan 
that aims to provide high-capacity transit 
options such as urban rail and bus-rapid 
transit like MetroRapid to improve mobil-
ity in Central Texas. The priority subcorri-
dor includes the core that comprises down-
town, the Capitol Complex, The University 
of Texas and West Campus.

“High-capacity transit investment 
options for the future of Austin is some-
thing they’ve been talking about for a long 
time, going back 30 years,” urban rail lead 
Kyle Keahey said.

The Project Connect planning team, led 
by Keahey, recommended the combined 
Highland-East Riverside subcorridor  Nov. 
15 to the Central Corridor Advisory Group. 
This group of 16 members is advising 
Mayor Lee Leffingwell on choosing the first 
route of urban rail. The CCAG has been 
reviewing the 10 suggested subcorridors 
for the past few weeks and will approve its 
priority recommendation Dec. 6.

“This recommendation of both is a good 
recommendation,” Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
said. “Both of these are compatible with 
the same potential alignment. We could 
go ahead with both right now, and further 
down the line, we might have one or the 
other or both. I’m very supportive of this 
approach. It gets us where we need to be in 
the next step.”

The decision to propose the Highland-
East Riverside subcorridor boiled down to 
the data that the planning team analyzed, 
including population and employment 
densities, ridership, economic develop-
ment opportunities, congestion and 
constraints. The team looked at existing 
and projected data.

Highland, East Riverside emerge as top 
choice for potential urban rail route

TRANSPORTATION

In most of these study areas, East 
Riverside and Highland ranked at the top. 
Residents who participated in a series of 
workshops Nov. 5–7 had ranked the Lamar 
subcorridor as their top choice. However, 
Lamar did not rank high in the planning 
team’s evaluation of congestion because 
it has an established network of roads, 
Keahey said.

Resident feedback
North Austin resident Melinda Schiera 

attended the Nov. 5 workshop and has 
already been talking to her neighbors 
about Project Connect. Her priority sub-
corridor choice is Highland with Lamar a 
close second.

“I was trying to connect the dots to what 
already exists,” she said.

Downtown resident Mike Cavazos 
prefers the Lamar corridor because the 
potential for ridership is the greatest.

“You’re not going to build a second leg 
if people see these rail lines empty and not 
being used,” he said.

He said attending the Nov. 5 workshop 
was an eye-opener and a good exercise on 
understanding the data and details and is 
impressed with the work of the planning 
team so far.

“They put a lot of thought into how they 
are doing it,” he said.

During the Nov. 15 meeting, transpor-
tation planner Lyndon Henry from the 
Texas Association for Public Transporta-
tion questioned why the Project Connect 
planning team did not choose the Lamar 
subcorridor.

“The Texas Transportation Institute has 
identified the basic problem of congestion 
on the Guadalupe/Lamar corridor. Why 
aren’t we going with that instead of taking 
a direction entirely different?” he said.

Future options
The Highland-East Riverside subcor-

ridor would represent just the first phase of 
high-capacity transit options. Keahey said 

ultimately the goal would be to connect all 
10 subcorridors to the core.

“Lamar, Mueller and East Austin are 
likely next phases,” Keahey said.

Starting in January, the planning team 
will begin Phase 2 of the planning process 
to select the route and mode of transporta-
tion, which could be urban rail or another 
form of high-capacity transit such as light 
rail, streetcar or bus-rapid transit.

Keahey said the goal is to find the best 
project along the Highland-East Riverside 
subcorridor that would make it competi-
tive for federal funding from the Federal 
Transit Administration.

“This is a balanced solution. It balances 
the opportunity to serve existing needs and 
shape future needs of the area,” he said.

Next steps
• Dec. 6: The CCAG will approve the 

recommended priority subcorridor at 
1:30 p.m. at Austin City Hall.

• December: City Council and the Capital 
Metro board will be briefed on the 
Highland-East Riverside priority subcor-
ridor recommendation.

• January–June 2014: The Project Con-
nect planning team and CCAG will look 
at a specific alignment, cost, challenges 
and mode of transportation among other 
criteria.

• June 2014: The Project Connect planning 
team and CCAG will recommend a final 
alignment for urban rail that will need ap-
proval by City Council, the Capital Metro 
board of directors and the Lone Star Rail 
District board.

• August 2014: City Council would need 
to set the ballot language for a bond refer-
endum on the Nov. 4, 2014, ballot asking 
voters to approve the urban rail project.

Priority subcorridor for high-capacity transit
The Project Connect planning team, which consists of city of Austin employees, Capital Metro staff 
and consultants, revealed its priority subcorridor for the next investment in high-capacity transit 
options that could include urban rail. The priority subcorridor—outlined in red—includes Highland, 
East Riverside and the core. Staff will look into the route and potential station locations in 2014.

Central Corridor 
boundary

Priority 
subcorridor 
boundary

“Stress, Hormones and Health: 
The true cause of  belly fat”

FREE DINNER!

FREE SEMINAR – FREE GOURMET DINNER – LEARN:
HOW Hormone Imbalances can affect your sleep cycles, carbohydrate 
cravings, and fat burning 

WHY “Counting Calories” doesn’t work for belly fat 

THE BIGGEST MISTAKE that people make with exercise that prevents weight loss 

WHAT REALLY WORKS for permanent loss of belly fat and bulges. 
Safely. Healthfully!

Presented by wellness expert Dr. Trevor Botts, D.PSc
Feel free to bring a guest. Call now! Seating is limited.

Discussions held at Balcones Country Club • RSVP 512-257-3627

(Yes, this is for you men, too!)
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TRAVIS COUNTY Staff updated the 
Travis County Commissioners Court on 
Nov. 5 about steps the county has taken 
to prepare for future wildfires.

According to county documents, the 
county has formed a Joint Wildfire Task 
Force with several agencies since the 2011 
wildfires. 

The JWTF has worked to reduce fuel 
loads—brush, grasses, branches and 
other materials that start fires—and 
remove them on prescribed days.

The county has also hired consultants 
to draft a regional Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan, which will be completed 
by the end of the year. The county split 
the $200,000 cost of the plan with the 
city of Austin.

The county also has produced a video 
series on the 2011 wildfires with steps to 
combat future blazes. 

CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis and Williamson counties Compiled by Peter McCrady, Joe Olivieri and Audrey Spencer

Court briefed on wildfire preparedness actions County bans capital 
appreciation bonds

Council sets standard 
for future incentives

WILLIAMSON COUNTY Commis-
sioners Court banned the use of capital 
appreciation bonds Nov. 12 to protect 
its bond ratings.

Commissioner Cynthia Long said 
that following the passing of two bond 
packages totaling $315 million—which 
were not CABs—on Nov. 5, it was the 
responsibility of the Commissioners 
Court to ensure the county retains its 
AAA bond ratings.

County spokeswoman Connie Wat-
son said most general obligation bonds 
have a 20-year term where the life of the 
asset exceeds the term of the debt.

“With a CAB, the life of the debt can 
exceed the life of the asset,” she said.

Williamson County has never issued 
new debt under a CAB.

AUSTIN City Council revamped 
future economic development incen-
tive agreements at its Oct. 24 meeting 
by establishing eligibility standards for 
applicants.

The resolution created a matrix for 
staff and council to use to approve 
incentive deals. Part of that matrix 
requires applicants applying for an eco-
nomic development incentive to provide 
construction and contract workers and 
full-time employees with a prevailing or 
living wage, whichever is higher. 

The resolution also requires an 
applicant to provide a living wage for 
full-time and contract employees.

The city’s living wage is about $11 an 
hour, and the city uses Travis County’s 
prevailing wage determination. 

Firefighters respond to a Riata-area fire in 2011. 
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Austin City Council

Meets most Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
512-974-2876 • www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1100 • www.wilco.org

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_nwa

TweetingsMeetings

Christmas
Celebrate the Season with 

Grace Covenant Church

VISIT GRACE360.ORG

Christmas Eve Services
TUESDAY • DECEMBER 24

5 & 7pm
Childcare provided during 

5pm Service only

Join us for special Christmas services & music 
Sundays at 9:15 & 11am

9431 Jollyville Road, Corner of Loop 360 & Hwy 183 Grand Opening: December 7-8, 2013

The Thinkery is an evolution of the Austin Children’s Museum, opening at Mueller. It’s Austin’s 

sparkling new home for “why” and “how.” A place where science and families play side by 

side. Where people connect with ideas by doing, making and experiencing. It’s a foundry for 

a new generation of innovators and creative problem solvers. And it’s a heck of a good time.

Curious? Great! For more visit thinkeryaustin.org
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Let us get them before 
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to turn it off. 
It’s time...

WaterWiseAustin.org

It’s time to turn off your automatic irrigation system.  

Grass and many plants naturally go dormant in the 

fall and winter, so there’s no need to water.  

Saving water-- it’s important all year long.
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Online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/nwa-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_nwa

FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our Northwest Austin market website. Full stories are online at impactnews.com/nwa.

Stories are also available 
on our mobile website.  

MetroRapid launches Jan. 26
By Amy Denney

Capital Metro is rolling ahead with plans to launch the first 
route of its bus-rapid transit line, MetroRapid, on Jan. 26.

President and CEO Linda Watson said MetroRapid is part 
of the Project Connect regional transit vision.

“We already have MetroRail, and this is the next piece, 
MetroRapid, and then that will be followed by managed lanes 
on MoPac,” she said.

During a Nov. 12 ride-along on one of the new buses, 
Watson said Capital Metro will be testing the fleet of 60-foot 
buses and its technology in the next few weeks.

MetroRapid will serve two of the city’s most congested 
north-south corridors. The first route, 801, will start at the 
Tech Ridge Center Park & Ride, travel down North Lamar 
Boulevard, on Guadalupe Street in downtown, over to River-
side Drive, down South Congress Avenue and ending at the 
Southpark Meadows Shopping Center.

Capital Metro will launch the second route, 803, next sum-
mer. That route will use Burnet Road and Lamar Boulevard 
with ending points at The Domain and Westgate Shopping 
Center. When the buses pass through downtown, they will 
use transit-priority lanes on Guadalupe and Lavaca streets.

“With this service we hope to attract a lot more people,” 
Watson said. “We will give you your time back. We have 
free Wi-Fi on the buses so that you can do your homework, 
emails. You will have more reliable and predictable service.”

The $47.6 million MetroRapid project is funded in part by 

A
m

y 
D

en
ne

y

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read web stories from 10/19/13–11/19/13

First MetroRapid route launches Jan. 26 
(published Nov. 13)

Oracle to add 200 jobs, new office in Austin 
(published Nov. 5)

MoPac construction to begin in December 
(published Oct. 24)

New Pour House pub opens on Jollyville Road 
(published Oct. 4)

Urban rail aims to connect targeted areas of 
growth (published Oct. 24)

By Amy Denney
IBM Corp. unveiled its new product 

design studio Nov. 6 at its North Austin 
campus on Burnet Road where it plans 
to hire hundreds of new employees dur-
ing the next few years.

The IBM Design Studio will focus on 
how software is designed, developed and 
consumed by companies internationally. 
Employees will transform how the com-
pany designs software, including big 
data, cloud, mobile and social software.

“This studio is the embodiment of 
a new approach to software design. It 
is the home of IBM design thinking: a 

broad, ambitious new approach to re-
imagining how we design our products 
and solutions,” said Phil Gilbert, general 
manager at IBM Design, in a news 
release. “Quite simply, our goal—on a 
scale unmatched in the industry—is 
to modernize enterprise software for 
today’s user who demands great design 
everywhere, at home and at work.”

The first phase of the design studio is 
about 25,000 square feet, and IBM will 
start construction in December on the 
remaining 25,000 square feet. The com-
pany has already hired 100 employees 
in 2013 and plans to hire an additional 

150 employees each year for the next few 
years, according to Tod Freeman from 
IBM software communications. IBM’s 
goal is to have about 300–400 designers 
at the studio by the end of 2015.

Also located at IBM’s Austin campus 
are the research and development labs 
and SmartCloud Innovation Center.

IBM opens Austin design studio, plans to 
hire hundreds of new employees by 2015
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             Recent comments

In response to “Domain construction continues 
in full swing” (Oct. 24 issue)

“Hopefully, The Domain build-out will 
include bike paths, parks and a concert 
facility as originally promised.”

— Joseph Falco

In response to “P. Terry’s slated to open one 
month early on US 183” (Nov. 15 web story)

“Love me some P. Terry’s. Glad to have 
this one close by.”

— Wayne Crumpler

“Too bad it’s on the wrong side of the road. All the 
evening business will be heading north, and few will 
want to exit and circle around.”

—John Baker

“It’s going to do just fine on this side of the road. 
Looking forward to it.”

—Brian Miller

a $38 million grant from the Federal Transit Administration.
Buses will have the ability to communicate with the city of 

Austin’s traffic signals to keep the light green for an additional 
seven seconds. Covered stations will have a dynamic message 
sign that displays the exact arrival times of the next buses.

Capital Metro will also roll out its mobile app that will work on 
iPhone, Android and Windows platforms. Customers will be able 
to download and purchase passes on the app. Once on the bus, 
they can swipe their smartphones over the bus’s optical scanner 
to pay the fare, said Jane Schroter, IT project management officer.

“It’s a very intuitive application,” she said. “... From the home 
page, you can do other functions, such as trip planning, finding 
when the next bus will be at that stop.”

Capital Metro will be testing its new fleet of buses in December for the bus-
rapid transit service, MetroRapid, which launches Jan. 26.

The meeting rooms at the IBM Design Studio 
feature iconic images, including this rebus.

By Amy Denney and Audrey Spencer
California-based Oracle America Inc. plans to create 

200 new jobs, open a 50,000-square-foot office in North-
west Austin and invest $5.4 million in the project.

In return, Williamson County commissioners approved 
an economic development agreement with Oracle on Nov. 
5 to rebate 50 percent of the company’s incremental real 
and personal property tax revenues during the next seven 
years, beginning in tax year 2014.

“By helping companies to choose to come to William-
son County, they’re hiring many of those folks [who] 
already live here,” Commissioner Cynthia Long said. “We 
are delighted with the decision [Oracle has] made and that 

we can be a part of that.”
Commissioner Lisa Birkman said that this is a positive 

deal for the county. Oracle plans to hire 100 of those new 
jobs in 2013 and the remainder by 2017, she said. The aver-
age annual salary will be $66,000.

Oracle’s new office will be located at 7700 W. Parmer 
Lane in Williamson County. This is the same prop-
erty that Freescale Semiconductor Inc. occupied before 
announcing it would relocate its operations to South 
Austin by the end of 2013.

Oracle already maintains offices in Northwest Austin at 
9600 N. MoPac and 5300 Riata Park Court. The expansion 
will increase Oracle’s sales and marketing personnel to 
serve the company’s growing client base. Oracle provides 
customers with hardware and software that work together 
to meet a company’s business needs.

Gov. Rick Perry’s office announced Nov. 1 that Oracle 

would receive $1 million for its $5.4 million investment. 
This amount would come from the state’s Texas Enterprise 
Fund that is designed to create jobs and help Texas busi-
nesses grow. Other companies that have received these 
funds include Apple Inc., Visa Inc. and HID Global Corp.

WilCo signs incentive deal 
with Oracle for jobs, office

Oracle will open an office in Austin at 7700 W. Parmer Lane.
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06 Breakfast fundraiser and silent auction
Operation Blue Santa hosts the event to raise funds 

to provide toys and a holiday meal to more than 3,800 Central 
Texas families. Admission is free, but donations are welcome. 
Attendees may also bring unwrapped toys to donate and have 
their picture taken with Blue Santa. 6–10 a.m. Shoal Crossing 
Event Center, 8611 N. MoPac. 512-974-2583. www.bluesanta.org

07 through 23  
Ballet Austin’s ‘The Nutcracker’

This 51st production features new set and costume designs. 
Choreography for the performance was created by Ballet 
Austin Artistic Director Stephen Mills, and the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra performs the music. Various times. 
$15–$75. The Long Center for the Performing Arts, 
701 W. Riverside Drive. 512-476-2163. www.balletaustin.org

07 ‘The Nutcracker’
Ovation Ballet Company presents this classic 

holiday performance. The company comprises second- 
through 12th-grade children. Ballerinas in the Ovation Ballet 
Company train at the Dancer’s Workshop, 11150 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 205, where tickets may be purchased. 11 a.m., 
3 p.m. $22 (reserved seating), $10–$18 (general admission). 

sculptures. Part of the proceeds are donated to Make a Wish 
Central South Texas. 10 a.m.–10 p.m. Free. Marchesa Hall 
Theatre, 6226 Middle Fiskville Road. 512-222-7303. 
www.bluegenieartbazaar.com

30 through Dec. 1  
Inaugural dreidel tournament

Recycled Reads hosts the tournament where attendees can 
watch or participate, learn how to play the game and how 
to make their own dreidels from recycled materials. Raffle 
drawings will take place, and prizes are given out. 1–5 p.m. 
Free. Recycled Reads, 5335 Burnet Road. 
512-323-5123. www.recycledreads.org

01 Jingle Bell 5K 
Run or walk in the annual 5K hosted by Mothers Against 

Drunk Driving at The Domain. Participants are decorated with 
jingle bells for the event, and Santa Claus makes an appearance. 
For information on location and times to pick up packets for 
participants, visit the website. 8 a.m. $35 (adults), $20 (children 
age 18 and younger). The Domain, 11410 Century Oaks Terrace. 
512-687-3442. www.austinjinglebell.com

06 through 08  
Day of Tango Festival 

The Academy of Tango–Texas hosts the third annual event, 
which includes performances by international tango champions, 
local tango instructors, professional performers and Argentinian 
musicians. The Day of Tango has been celebrated in Argentina 
every year since 1965. Workshops also are available at the 
festival along with various ticket packages. Fri. 6:15 p.m.– 
12:30 a.m., Sat. 11 a.m.–2 a.m., Sun. noon–midnight. 
$20–$295. Ben Hur Shrine, 7811 Rockwood Lane. 
512-695-1024. http://dayoftango.org

Nov

28 Turkey Trot
The 23rd annual event hosted by ThunderCloud 

Subs includes a 5-mile run, a 1-mile walk and a Stepping 
Stone School Kids K. Mighty Mountain is performing at 
the run. The event also includes a raffle. All proceeds go to 
Caritas of Austin. 8:45 a.m. $10–$30. The Long Center for 
the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive.  
http://thundercloud.com/index.php/trot-home

28 through Jan. 1  
Holiday lights  walk-through

The Hill Country Garden Center and other businesses on 
Anderson Mill Road host a walk-through holiday lights and 
Christmas displays. Children can view a five-minute video 
about the nativity. Open dark until 9 p.m. $1. Hill Country 
Garden Center, 13561 Pond Springs Road. 512-258-0093

29 through Dec. 24  
Blue Genie Art Bazaar 

The 13th annual bazaar features items from more than 140 
local artisans. Items sold at the shopping event include soaps, 
jewelry, photographs, ceramics, clothing, paintings and 
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WINE DOWN WEDNESDAY
DECEMBER 4, 2013

6:00 P.M - 8:00 P.M. 
• Wine tasting 
• Live music 

• Special offers 
• Food sampling 
• Prize giveaway 

For more information visit us at www.Facebook.com/ArboretumAustin 
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Vandegrift High School, 9500 McNeil Drive. 
512-349-7197. www.dancersworkshopaustin.com

07 Winter Bazaar
The inaugural event at Austin Bellydance Studio 

includes items from local artisans. Shoppers can choose from 
items such as dance wear, accessories, natural cosmetics, 
art, jewelry and henna tattoos. Every hour a short, free belly 
dance lesson or performance takes place. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Free. Austin Bellydance, 8650 Spicewood Springs Road, 
Ste. 104 512-401-0202. www.austinbellydance.com

07 Craft show
McNeil High School Project Graduation presents 

its 10th annual Home for the Holidays Craft Show. The event 
includes local and student vendors and live music by McNeil 
High School’s student choir. Items include homemade purses, 
sweaters, knitted goods, photography and art. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Free. McNeil High School, 5720 McNeil Drive. 512-999-8616. 
www.mcneilprojectgrad.com

08 through 22  
Austin Trail of Lights  

Take a stroll through 1.5 miles of more than 50 twinkling 
custom light displays at Zilker Park. The event includes 

through 31
Rock‘N Lights Holiday Light Tour and 
Christmas Towne

The drive-through light show features two million lights. 
After driving through the display, enjoy Christmas Towne for 
historic holiday displays, a petting zoo, entertainment and 
more. See website for times. Starting at $15 per vehicle. 
Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock. 
512-218-5540. www.roundrocktexas.gov/rocknlights

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/nwa-calendar

To have Northwest Austin events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the 
second Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Worth the TRIP
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Compiled by Lyndsey Taylor

live music, magicians, carolers, vendors, food and photos 
with Santa Claus. The lighting of the Zilker Tree takes 
place Dec. 1. The Trail of Lights 5K race takes place 
Dec. 7 at 6:30 p.m. and costs $35 for adults and $15 for 
children. 7–10 p.m. Free admission. Zilker Park, 
2201 Barton Springs Road. 512-551-9253. 
www.austintrailoflights.org

11 through 14  
Comedy show

Comedian Godfrey performs at Cap City Comedy Club. 
Godfrey has made appearances on TV shows such as 
“30 Rock,” “Louie” and “Chelsea Lately” and the movie “Soul 
Plane.” Wed.–Sat. 8 p.m., Fri–Sat. 10:30 p.m. $9–$15 (general 
admission). Cap City Comedy Club, 8120 Research Blvd. 
512-467-2333. www.capcitycomedy.com, 
www.godfreycomedian.com

12 through 14  
Live nativity

The children’s ministry at Bethany United Methodist Church 
hosts the event each night for the Christmas holiday. Patrons 
are encouraged to bring their animals to receive a blessing 
from one of the church’s pastors. Attendees are also 
encouraged to bring nonperishable food or a toiletry item to 
be donated to Hill Country Community Ministries. 
6–8 p.m. Free. Bethany United Methodist Church, 
10010 Anderson Mill Road. 512-258-6017. 
www.bethany-umc.org/events/live-nativity

17 through 24  
Armadillo Christmas Bazaar 

The 38th annual holiday shopping bazaar includes live music, 
refreshments and vendors selling a variety of items such as 
art, jewelry, woodwork, apparel and home furnishings. 
11 a.m.–11 p.m. $7 (adults), free (children age 12 and 
younger). Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road. 
512-447-1605. www.armadillobazaar.com

We offer: White metal free fillings, implants, 
porcelain crowns, veneers, Invisalign,
Zoom whitening, root canal therapy

 and oral surgery

New Patient Special
FREE 

Electric Toothbrush*

www.LakelineRanchDental.com        512-583-0700
Call Today!

* With paid new patient exam, x-rays & cleaning.
While supplies last. Some restrictions apply. 

Offer Expires Jan 31st, 2014

10900 Lakeline Mall Drive #250 
Austin, TX 78717
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Involved FACULTYInvolved FACULTY

>> Apply Online at www.sasaustin.org/apply

SAS FASt FActS
Grades 1-12

56% of faculty hold 
advanced degrees

898 students from 48 zip 
codes across Austin

Financial assistance available

Buses run between campuses

All faiths welcomed 

“I love being at St. Andrew’s because you can 
be yourself, whether you are a student or a faculty 
member. We are all connected, all human. We 
have solid boundaries and expectations of honor 
and respect, but SAS is a place where people are 
included and celebrated.”
  — Jennifer Tollefson, Humanities

expAnSive
OppOrtunitieS

inSpirinG
AcAdemicS

chArActer
develOpment

The St. Andrew's Difference

ROUND ROCK

AUSTIN
512 4588400

Serving Northwest Austin

512.GO.STARS | TEXASSTARSHOCKEY.COM
FACEBOOK.COM/TEXASSTARS @TEXASSTARS | #TXSTARS

HOME
ALL TIMES CENTRAL

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY: H-E-B NIGHTS
Bring any H-E-B brand non-perishable product, receive $5 off your ticket.

WEDNESDAY:       WINNING WEDNESDAY
If the Stars win, everyone receives a free ticket to the next WW game.

FRIDAY: BEER &       WINE SPECIALS
Enjoy $3 domestic draft beer or $4 Robert Mondavi Private Selection wine!

SATURDAYSATURDAY:                      FAMILY 4-PACK
Bring the family! Get 4 tickets, 4 hot dogs and 4 sodas starting at $48.

SATURDAY:             LUCKY ROW
The first Stars player to score wins lottery tickets for a selected row!

GAME NIGHT DEALS!

FRIDAY 12.06
SING FOR SANTA
HOCKEY FAMILY DECALS
compliments of 

FRIDAY 12.13
POST-GAME OPEN ICE

SATURDAY 12.07
SING FOR SANTA

LUNCH BAG compliments of

WEDNESDAY 12.18
H-E-B FOOD DRIVE
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Jolly Penny
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Jolly Penny
Mom/son duo open dollar store in N. Austin

BUSINESS

9505 Burnet Road, Ste. C
512-900-3883 | www.jollypenny.com
Twitter: @jollypennyatx
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

By Amy Denney

W hen looking to expand his 
family’s business in Mexico 
into the United States, Arturo 

Lopez did his research to find the city that 
most supported small businesses.

That is how he ended up choosing to 
open Jolly Penny on Burnet Road north of 
US 183 in North Austin.

“It’s near a lot of residents and The 
Domain,” he said. “I saw an opportunity 
here because Burnet is a road where a lot 
of people drive by. North Austin is more 
family-oriented and growing.”

Lopez’s family has been in the general 
store business since his grandfather started 
a successful business, Comercial Treviño, 
in Monterrey, Mexico, that grew into sev-
eral locations in the states of Nuevo León 
and Coahuila.

Lopez, his uncle, Felipe Jimenez Beltran, 
and his mother, Yolanda Treviño, all 
helped with opening the company’s first 
U.S. location, which opened in January.

They named it Jolly Penny instead of 
Jolly Dollar because most items are priced 

between $1 and $1.49, Lopez said.
Jolly Penny sells party supplies as well 

as a variety of household items, including 
kitchen supplies, cleaning supplies and 
towels. Pet supplies, cosmetics, toys, school 
and office supplies, hair accessories and 
eyewear are among other items customers 
can find at the general store. The store even 
has piñatas for $15.99.

Lopez said he takes suggestions—more 
than 200 so far—from customers on items 
they want, and he and his mother select 
the inventory.

“We have a lot of repeat customers, 
many weekly,” he said. “I have the liberty 
to sell what people want.”

A second location for Jolly Penny is not 
out of the question, Lopez said, but for 
now, having one makes owning his own 
business all that more special. He said he 
is enjoying getting to know his customers 
and the community.

“We’re helping them save money, and 
you have that money stay here [in Austin],” 
he said.

1  Many kitchen items cost $1–$1.25, including 
a hand grater, strainer, wooden spoons, oven mitts 
and towels.

2  A create-your-own card set ($3.99) is one of 
the holiday items that owner Arturo Lopez sells at 
Jolly Penny.

3  The birthday party section includes items such 
as party hats, beads, banners, candles and confetti, 
with most priced at $1–$1.25.

4  Jolly Penny rotates seasonal items such as 
holiday ribbons, bows, wrapping paper and bags. 
Lopez has expanded the holiday section for the 
upcoming season.

5  Decorative socks are $1.25 a pair. Jolly Penny 
also sells leggings for $7.99 and hoisery for $1.25.

6  Jolly Penny sells a variety of holiday decora-
tions, including Santa hats and stockings, many for 
$1.25–$1.75.

Arturo Lopez owns Jolly Penny in North Austin with his mother, Yolanda Treviño. The business opened in 
January and is located on Burnet Road north of US 183.

1 2

3 4

5 6

Map not to scale

183

DEDICATION TO OUR PATIENTS
7 locations to serve you

R o u n d  R o c k  |  N o r t h  A u s t i n  |  S o u t h  A u s t i n 
C e n t r a l  A u s t i n  |  H o r s e s h o e  B a y 

S a n  M a r c o s  |  L a  G r a n g e

w w w. n e u r o t e x a s . n e t  |  ( 5 1 2 )  4 7 4 - 1 1 1 4
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The Pizza Bistro chef Moises Velasquez has worked in the restaurant business for about 15 years.

The Pizza Bistro owner Kress Childs said he wanted to 
create a theme for his restaurant that demonstrated the 
love he feels for his employees, customers and food.

Ingredients for the The Enchilada Verde Pizza ($18) 
include chicken, jalapeños and a tangy tomatillo sauce.

The Chicago-style stuffed pizza is a vegetarian-friendly 
menu item made with mozzarella cheese and marinara 
sauce. Patrons can choose their type of pizza crust.  

The caprese salad ($9) is made with fresh tomato, basil 
and house-made mozzarella cheese.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

Ly
nd

se
y 

Ta
yl

o
r

The Pizza Bistro
Eatery unites authentic Italian, Austin flavors

L ocal pizzeria The Pizza Bistro 
remains true to its Austin roots 
by incorporating Texas flavors 

with imported goods from Italy.
The restaurant uses Italian imports 

such as olive oil, plum tomatoes, sausage 
and other meats, as well as a special 
type of pepperoni from New Jersey for 
added authenticity to its menu. The 
Pizza Bistro—located at 12001 Burnet 
Road— sources locally grown produce 
and cooks up pastas, pizzas, paninis, 
soups, salads and burgers with a Central 
Texas spin. 

“We say it’s Italian with an Austin 
flair,” owner Kress Childs said.

Childs said he has held many posi-
tions in the restaurant industry, 
including bartender, district manager 
and owner. He owned his first pizza 
restaurant in San Antonio when he 
was 24 years-old and said he enjoys the 
creativity of the business. Childs is also 
the owner of the Dickey’s Barbecue Pit 

franchise in Bastrop.
“I like [that] it’s basically a new chal-

lenge every day, [doing] something 
unique and fun,” he said. “I like the fact 
that people in Austin are loyal to local 
businesses and particularly to  
restaurants.”

Patrons can also enjoy the region’s 
flavors at The Pizza Bistro’s bar, which 
is stocked with Central Texas liquors, 
including Deep Eddy Vodka, Pepe 
Zevada Z Tequila, and Waterloo Gin 
from Treaty Oak Distilling.

Bartenders infuse liquors in-house 
with fruit, coffee and basil for the bis-
tro’s signature cocktails. The Deep Eddy 
Crush uses Deep Eddy Vodka infused 
with berries and basil. The bar is stocked 
with about 11 different wines and has six 
Texas beers on tap, including Live Oak, 
Thirsty Goat and seasonal Shiner beers.  

In September, The Pizza Bistro cel-
ebrated its one-year anniversary and has 
plans to introduce a new menu some 

time in the fall as part of its tradition to 
keep its cuisine fresh. The newest addi-
tion to the menu, The Notorious F.I.G. 
pizza, was a suggestion from a customer. 
The restaurant held a competition for 
customers to come up with its next pizza 
creation, and the winner received Austin 
City Limits Music Festival tickets.  

Childs said some of the popular menu 
items include the Caesar salad doused in 
house-made dressing and the Texas BBQ 
Brisket pizza made with smoked ground 
brisket, barbecue sauce, cheddar cheese, 
jalapeños, red onions and cilantro. 

When Childs decided on the atmo-
sphere he wanted to create at the 
restaurant, he said a slogan emerged that 
seemed to fit the overall theme of The 
Pizza Bistro—“Food is love.”

“We wanted not only for it to be a 
fun place for people, but we wanted [to 
relate] our love for food, our love for our 
employees, our love for our customers,” 
Childs said. 

DINING

By Lyndsey Taylor

The Pizza Bistro

Map not to scale
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12001 Burnet Road, Ste. D
512-832-5550
www.pizzabistro.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–midnight

Create your own pizza 

Crust options
• Stuffed
• New York thin

• Flatbread
• Gluten-free

Select a sauce
• Pizza
• Marinara
• Barbecue 

• Olive oil
• Pesto
• Tomatillo

Topping options
• Choose among seven cheeses, 13 

meats and 22 vegetables

• Delivery available

• Live music Friday and Sunday

1. For qualified borrowers. Interest accrues immediately. Limited time offer. Existing Amplify balances are excluded from this 
offer. All loan rates and terms based on creditworthiness and type of collateral. Must apply by 12/31/2013. 2. Existing Amplify 
balances are excluded from this offer. Check with an Amplify branch representative for details and to determine the rate for which 
you qualify. 3. Annual Percentage Rate. This credit union is Federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. 

APPLY NOW!
goamplify.com/90dayoffer

NO PAYmeNts for 90 Days!
1

32.14New, Used,  
and Refinance2  
auto rates as low as

2013Q4_auto_CIstrip.indd   1 10/30/13   4:21 PM

Duval Rd.
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Your Ride Is Here

Your Ride Is Here gave 13-year-old Micayla Beavers a ride in a McLaren on her last day of chemotherapy.
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Your Ride Is Here
Cancer patients offered reliable transportation 

W hen Ken Adams underwent 
chemotherapy in 2009, he 
noticed many fellow  

cancer patients waiting for rides home 
via taxi cab or bus, inspiring him to start 
a nonprofit to solve their transportation 
barriers.  

After completing chemotherapy in 
2009, Adams founded Your Ride Is 
Here, which provides reliable transpor-
tation for patients to and from cancer 
treatments. He said he has hundreds of 
volunteers in the Austin metropolitan 
area who drive patients to their medical 
treatments.  

Since 2009, the nonprofit has provided 
more than 600 rides to cancer patients 
in the Austin metropolitan area, includ-
ing Cedar Park, Georgetown and Round 
Rock. The organization expanded ser-
vices to Houston in September. 

For special occasions, the nonprofit 
provides luxury transportation through 
its Dream Rides program in which vol-
unteers drive patients in luxury vehicles. 
For special events, the organization bor-
rows vehicles from local car dealers such 
as Ferrari S.p.A, Fiat S.p.A, Rolls Royce, 
Aston Martin Lagonda Limited and 
Bentley Motors Limited. 

“[Dream Rides is] kind of an uplift-
ing experience,” Adams said. “You 
put [patients] in the car for a couple of 
minutes and give them a ride, and they 
start talking about the car. They aren’t 
talking about how bad they feel or the 
kind of [cancer] treatment they had. We 
found early on that that was one of the 
most beneficial things to the rides that 
we give.”

In late October, 13-year-old Micayla 
Beavers celebrated her last day of che-
motherapy treatment by taking a ride in 
a McLaren vehicle through the Dream 
Rides program. Her mother, Dee, said 
Micayla was dropped off at school in the 

McLaren after her treatment.
“Some of her teachers and coaches 

came out and saw the car. It was pretty 
awesome,” Dee said. “The look on her 
face was priceless. To see that smile on 
her face, we were all just thrilled.”

Eligibility for rides through Your Ride 
Is Here is determined by social workers 
at cancer treatment facilities. 

Penny DeCou, a social worker at 
Texas Oncology Austin Central, said 
patients who qualify for Your Ride Is 
Here include those who receive radiation 
cancer treatment, do not have a source 
of transportation or just need some extra 
TLC. 

Patients who receive radiation treat-
ments often have a difficult time finding 
reliable transportation because appoint-
ments are needed on a daily or weekly 
basis, DeCou said. To determine eligibil-
ity for a ride, patients should contact the 
social worker at their cancer treatment 
facility. 

“[Patients] often get a real emotional 
lift out of it in addition to just the secu-
rity of having a reliable ride,” she said. 
“[Adams] doesn’t just give the rides. He 
gives people a lot of dignity through what 
he does. He treats them like VIPs.”

In 2012, the nonprofit received a 
$5,000 grant for 2013 from Young Texans 
Against Cancer. 

The grant helped to pay for a new soft-
ware program that allows social work-
ers to search for nearby volunteers and 
schedule rides for patients. 

Adams said it only takes about an hour 
for a volunteer to provide a ride for a 
patient.  

“Sometimes that hour is the difference 
between someone choosing treatment or 
going without. One ride makes a tremen-
dous difference in someone’s probability 
of successfully completing treatment and 
the odds of recovery,” he said.

NONPROFIT

www.yourrideishere.org
P.O. Box 4149, Cedar Park, TX 78630

Your Ride Is Here transporter
Your Ride Is Here is working on a new trans-
porter for 2014 that will take vehicles to the  
different hospitals. Patients will be able to 
choose what kind of car in which they ride. The 
transporter will be surrounded by a carnival-
like atmosphere with games and food.

Some car dealers such as John Eagle European 
participate in fundraising events for YRIH.

Laura Wendlandt volunteers for a YRIH event.

Social worker Penny DeCou (left) helps determine 
patient eligibility for rides through YRIH.

By the numbers

By Lyndsey Taylor

About

   200
  volunteers 
  in the Austin   
area

1 hourYRIH has 
expanded 

to 2
metropolitan 
areas—Austin 
and Houston.

is all it takes 
to provide a 
ride.

3 car
dealerships

Sponsored
by

600 rides
since 2009

Given more than

2009
Founded in

Source: Your Ride Is Here

On exhibit November 23, 2013 - March 23, 2014
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Personal Training 
Small Group Training 

Classes 24/7 through Fitness on 
Request 

Unlimited Tanning
Boot Camps
Free Weights

Functional Training
Full Range of State of the Art 

Cardio and Strength
TVs on all cardio equipment 

Private Restrooms

Anytime Fitness North Austin
12407 N MoPac, Ste. 350B (near HEB)
512-202-6174

www.anytimefitness.com M
o

p
a

c
 E
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y

Parmer Ln.

JOIN FOR $12 
AND NO MONTHLY 

PAYMENT UNTIL 
JANUARY 2014

Offer valid December 1-12
Cannot be combined with 

any other offer.

THE 12 DAYS OF FITNESS

Fancy 
Prance 

& Co.
Pets are not only our companions, 

but our friends and family.

We work hard to build and maintain a 
personal relationship and clear 

communication with our clients so, 
call today for a 

Free consulation 

 512-715-4549 •  www.fancyp.com  • info@fancyp.com

Boutique Insured Pet Sitting Company  |  Dog Walking  |  Pet Sitting

TOURS 
Our tasting room is open Friday 5–8 pm 
and Saturday 1–4 pm for tours & tastings
HAPPY HOUR
Our tasting room is open on Wednesday 
and Thursday from 5–8 pm

2314 Rutland Drive, Ste. 100 | 512-662-1462 | www.adelbertsbeer.com

Visit your neighborhood brewery!

MOPAC
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Rundberg Ln.

Bu
rn

et
 R

d.

I-35

$2 OFF
Bring in this coupon for $2 off 

Tours & Tastings and Happy Hour.
Offer expires 12/31/13

A House & A Tree
vintage home

Accent your Holiday Style from our Collection 
of Vintage Finds

Furniture, Lighting, and Decor

From Industrial to Rustic to Painted

Everything you need to add a touch of vintage to 
your home!

Now in Stock - Birch Trees & Holiday Gift Items

9416 Anderson Mill Rd | Austin, TX 78729 | www.ahouseandatree.com
Tuesday Nights - shop till 8pm through December 17

All Picture  Frames 
November 29-December 13

30% off Live With What You Love!

Shop 
Local

- for the -

Holidays
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gift guide
U se our holiday gift guide to find the perfect items to give this season, 

whether you are shopping for family, friends, co-workers, pets or 
yourself—and don’t forget the stocking stuffers. We have featured a 

selection of ideas for gift cards that allow you to experience all that North-
west Austin has to offer. If you want to give to local charities and nonprofits, 
peruse our list of organizations that are looking for volunteers and donations.

Helmets
Don’t forget accessories such as 

these bike helmets for $30. Buck’s 

Bikes also carries streamers, bells, 

locks, gloves and lights.

Gift baskets
Customers can create their own custom 

gift baskets, selecting from oils, vinegars, 

spice mixes, pastas, sauces, wines and 

serving dishes. Baskets start at $40.

Buck’s Bikes Superstore Con’ Olio Oils & Vinegars
12530 Research Blvd. • www.bucksbikes.com • 512-250-9550

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 130 • www.conolios.com • 512-342-2344

Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m., Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Purple Giant 
This Giant brand Gloss bike for 

$299.99 is geared for children ages 

11–13 and has 24-inch wheels.

Six-bottle set
Customers may choose any six oils or 

vinegars for the sampler pack ($28–$37). The 

set is packaged with padding so it may be 

shipped. Shipping is free on orders over $100.

Dog and cat toys
Chewish Treats are Jewish-themed plush 

toys for cats and dogs ($4.95–$14.95). 
Toys include a dreidel, Bat Mitzvah, 

Kvetch Crab and Baa Mitzvah Sheep.

Dog stuff
8868 Research Blvd., Ste. 106 • www.dogstuff.com • 512-452-2756

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. noon–4 p.m., closed Sun.

Pet Saks
Each Douglas Sassy Pet Saks purse 
comes with a removable toy dog, such as 
a Chihuahua or Labrador. The toy ($17.95) 
is appropriate for children age 2 or older.

Dreidel
Gary Rosenthal creates Judaica 

gifts priced at $140–$150.

Outrageous Gallery
11401 Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 109 • www.outrageousgallery.com
512-614-2470 • Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Longhorns
Glass longhorns range in price from 

$30–$105 depending on the size.

Texas necklaces
Embellish carries several lines of Texas- 

themed jewelry, including the State Pride 
Collection by Kris Nations. Necklaces ($42)

come in sterling silver or vermeil gold. 

Embellish Nails & Boutique
3010 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. H • www.embellishnails.com • 512-452-7465

Hours: Mon.–Wed., Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., Thu. 10 a.m.–9 p.m., closed Sun.

Danielle earrings
Danielle ($48) is Kendra Scott’s signature 
earring. Embellish carries other Kendra 
Scott jewelry, which range in price from 
$42–$155.

Wooden boxes
Handmade wooden boxes from 

India and Poland ($5–$75) come in 
a variety of shapes and sizes, and 

some have brass inlays.

Oat Willie’s
9505 Burnet Road, Ste. E • www.oatwillies.com • 512-836-6287

Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–midnight, Sun. noon–midnight

Flasks
Created by husband-and-wife duo Trixie & 
Milo, these novelty flasks ($28) are laminated 
with a protective ultraviolet coating that is 
water- and alcohol-resistant.
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Compiled by Amy Denney and Lyndsey Taylor
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Out of the gift box
 Whether you are looking for a stocking stuffer or want 

to give the gift of an experience, these select 
Northwest Austin businesses offer gift cards.

TopGolf
2700 Esperanza Crossing
512-222-5950 • www.topgolf.com/austin
Hours: Sun.–Wed. 9 a.m.–midnight,  
Thu.–Sat. 9 a.m.–2 a.m.

TopGolf is a three-story entertainment complex 
where users hit golf balls embedded with 
microchips into targets on the field for points. 
Gift cards may be used for play or food and 
beverages. There is no minimum requirement 
for purchasing a gift card, but staff recommends a starting amount of $20 because it 
costs $20 an hour to play during the day and $40 an hour to play on weeknights and 
weekends. Customers may purchase a gift card online and send it via email or purchase 
a physical card at TopGolf’s Austin location. The cards may be customized with a 
personal message and photo. Call 512-831-5966 for questions related to gift cards.

Pinot’s Palette
13435 N. US 183, Ste. 306 • 512-249-9672 • www.pinotspalette.com/northaustin

Purchase a painting class for a friend or loved one. Gift certificates are available starting 
at $35. Painting classes per person are $35 for a two-hour class or $45 for a three-hour 
class. Customers may purchase gift certificates online or in store. Pinot’s Palette offers 
painting classes led by an instructor. Attendees may bring their own food and drinks to 
the class. Check the website for available class hours.

iFLY Indoor Skydiving
13265 N. US 183, Ste. A
512-774-4359 • www.iflyworld.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–11 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 9 a.m.–11 p.m.

Give the gift of flight and purchase a gift card for indoor 
skydiving. Flights in iFLY’s indoor wind tunnel are 
60 seconds long. Gift-givers may purchase a package or 
choose any dollar amount for the gift card. Packages start 
at $59.95 for one person and two flights. A two-person 
package that includes four total flights and a DVD of the 
session is $129.95. Anyone age 3 and older is eligible to fly. 
Gift cards may be purchased at iFly or on the website.

iPic Theaters
3225 Amy Donovan Plaza • 512-568-3400 • www.ipictheaters.com

IPic Theaters offers customers a moviegoing experience in comfortable seating with the 
option to order food and beverages during the movie. Customers may purchase cards in 
increments of $25 up to $500, and cards may be used to purchase movie tickets or 
food and beverages. Gift cards are shipped to the recipient, and the giver may include a 
message. Gift cards may be purchased online at www.ipictheaters.com or at the theater in 
The Domain next to Dick’s Sporting Goods. Through Jan. 1, for every $100 purchased in 
gift cards, receive an extra $10 on the card. Check the website for movie times.

K1 Speed
2500 Mchale Court • 512-271-5475
www.k1speed.com/austin-location.html
Hours: Mon.–Thu. noon–10 p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.–11 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.–11 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

K1 Speed offers indoor go-kart racing for children and 
adults. Races cost $20 per person per race with up to 
12 drivers on the track at a time. Adult karts can reach 
speeds up to about 45 mph, and junior karts can reach up to 
20 mph. Gift cards may be purchased online or at K1 Speed 
and may be purchased for any dollar amount. Gift cards may 
be used for races.
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NEED for SPEED?

2000 Windy Terrace  •  Bldg. 10 @ FM 620 & Anderson Mill

512-433-6334  •  www.1upsport.com

Explosive Speed & Power • Agility & Coordination 
Confi dence • Injury Prevention

Sign up for Holiday Speed Camp NOW!

Nov. 25, 26, & 27
(3 Day Camp)  $75

Ages 8-10 (9:00 - 10:30)
Ages 11-13 (9:00 - 10:30)
Ages 14-18 (10:00 - 11:30)

Dec. 30 & 31, Jan 2 &3
(4 Day Camp)  $100

Ages 8-10 (9:00 - 10:30)
Ages 11-13 (9:00 - 10:30)

Ages 14-18 (10:00 - 11:30)

Dec. 15 - Jan. 17
(3 days/week for 5 weeks)  

$350

Collegiate Age
(11:00 - 12:30)

512-258-1011  •  JAMRZcafe.com  
13776 N. Hwy 183, Lake Creek Pkwy. (at 183 across from 24 hr � tness.) GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS!

Any Style Burger 
FREE!
Try our Specialty Sandwiches 
or Burgers! With this coupon 
and purchase of like or greater 
burger at regular price.

Belt Buster Deal 
$12.59
2     7 ounce hamburgers (white bun)
2     Fresh Cut Fries
2     Soft Drinks or Tea
For dine in only

Warm Up With our 
Homemade Soup
8 ounce Chicken Tortilla Soup

BLT & Drink  $6.00
Good for up to 2 per Coupon

7 meat options • 4 bun options
Now Serving....Breakfast tacos!  8am–11am Mon–Fri.

Awesome Burgers!

Expires 1/5/14. Limit one coupon per visit. Not valid with any other offers.

AUSTIN AQUARIUM GRAND OPENING!

HURRY! Last chance to save on annual passes.
Save 50% at www.austinaquarium.com or 

facebook.com/austinaquarium

13530 N Highway 183, Ste. 101  www.AustinAquarium.com  512-284-9240

‘Sea’ � ousands of Exotic Species!

Come experience THE ACTORS ARENA difference...

New Northwest 
Austin location 
Now Open!

Led by Terry Kiser | 8001 Mesa Drive
512-202-1216 | www.theactorsarena.com

8-week 
session 
for $220
Must present coupon 
Call for details
Expires 12/31/13THE ACTORS ARENA does not 

teach just one method.
We teach students to become real from using Terry's knowledge and 
experience from The Actors Studio in New York and his years of 
working in the industry. We teach students how "not to act" in a safe 
and comfortable environment. 

    THE 
ACTORS 
  ARENA
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Giving back
Give back to the community by volunteering your time, donating toys or providing a monetary 
donation to one of these local organizations that help area families have a brighter holiday season.

Operation Blue Santa
512-974-2583 • www.bluesanta.org

Originally started by the Austin Police Department, multiple city departments and organizations are 
now involved in Operation Blue Santa. The organization provides toys and meals to more than 
3,800 Central Texas families during the holiday season. Volunteers are needed to wrap or assemble 
presents and to deliver toys and meals Dec. 14. Blue Santa is also hosting a breakfast and silent 
auction fundraiser Dec. 6 from 6–10 a.m. at the Shoal Crossing Event Center, 8611 N. MoPac. Visit 
www.bluesanta.org or call 512-974-BLUE for information to volunteer or make a donation.

Holiday Assistance Program from Foundation Communities
512-610-4008 • www.foundcom.org/get-involved/holiday-assistance-program
Foundation Communities provides financial, educational and healthy living support as well as 
affordable homes and on-site support services for low-income families and individuals. During the 
holiday season, the community can help in many ways, including sponsoring a Foundations 
Communities family, donating toys and gift or gas cards to the holiday drive or making a monetary 
donation. Sponsor forms must be submitted by 5 p.m. Dec. 6. Visit www.foundcom.org/ 
get-involved/holiday-assistance-program for more information on sponsoring a family or to find a 
list of items you can donate. Contact Charlotte Bumbulis at 512-610-4008 or 
charlotte.bumbulis@foundcom.org with any questions.

Holiday Wishes from Partnerships for Children
512-834-4756 • www.partnershipsforchildren.org/whatwedo/holidayWishes.html

This organization provides resources to abused and neglected children who are in the care of Child 
Protective Services in Central Texas. The Holiday Wishes program matches children with donors in 
the Austin community who want to grant that child’s wish. In 2012, more than 4,500 children 
received gifts. Volunteers may sign up to be a sponsor and purchase items on a child’s wish list, 
donate toys or make a monetary donation so that Partnerships for Children can do the shopping. 
Contact holidaywishes@partnershipsforchildren.org or call 512-834-4756 for more information.

Celebration of Love
512-251-6544 • www.celebrationoflove.org

Celebration of Love is looking for volunteers to help out with a toy drive for families in need and for 
one of its other programs that provide food, toys, holiday meals and more to children of veterans 
and needy families in Central Texas. Individuals and companies may participate by dropping off toy 
donations at the Celebration of Love headquarters at 15630 Vision Drive, Ste. B, Pflugerville, from 
8 a.m.–5 p.m. Mon.–Fri. Companies may participate in the Toys for Tots program by emailing Tom 
Ramsey at tom@celebrationoflove.org.

Brown Santa
512-247-2682 • www.brownsanta.org

Started in 1982 to help families in unincorporated areas of Travis County, Brown Santa assisted 
more than 1,700 families, or about 19,000 people, in the 2012 holiday season. Residents can help 
spread the joy of Christmas by donating toys for children age 14 and younger and nonperishable 
food. Volunteers are needed to help wrap and sort toys and create food boxes at the warehouse, 
9715 Burnet Road, Bldg. 5, Ste. 400. Items will be delivered to families Dec. 14–16. Donations may 
be dropped off at barrels throughout the city at designated H-E-B stores, schools and businesses.

Operation Blue Santa
Last year, volunteers assembled 3,800 boxes of food at the Operation Blue Santa warehouse. Central Texas 
families in need received items to make a traditional holiday meal, which included a turkey and stuffing.
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HAIR STYLING  •  COLOR & HAIRCUT [$60]  •  HIGHLIGHT & CUT [$80] 

PERMS [$55]  •  OMBRE HIGHLIGHT [$55]  •  BALAYAGE HIGHLIGHT [$60] 

$30 
Haircut, style & 
eyebrow wax
First time client only. 
Must present coupon at time of service. 
Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Offer expires 12/31/13

$20 
Haircut & 
conditioning 
treatment
First time client only. 
Must present coupon at time of service. 
Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Offer expires 12/31/13

$80 
Highlights, haircut 
and conditioning 
treatment
First time client only. 
Must present coupon at time of service. 
Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Offer expires 12/31/13

12233 RR 620 N, Ste. 7 | Call or text for your appointment today! 512.577.6861 | Book your appointment online: hairbymaryamaustin.com

tttttt 

ce.
s.

. 

Hair 
by 
MARYAM

Maryam Shafi ei, owner
More than a decade of 

experience!
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1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

When Doug fi rst met his oncologist at Texas Oncology, he knew he was in good hands. “My oncologist made it the best experience with his knowledge and people 

skills. He was always concerned with my overall health, not just the brain cancer. He is so down to earth, and his people skills are impeccable. He makes you feel 

more like a friend than a patient. I cannot say enough good things about him.” Today, Doug is back at work, feeling great and enjoying life.

“I feel my care has been the best. All the nurses 

and lab people are Tier 1 and deservedly so.”

Doug Forte, brain cancer patient

Comprehensive cancer care is available right here in Central Texas.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  •  MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

F I G H T
CANCER
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By Lyndsey Taylor

I n 40 years, Austin Community Col-
lege has reached many milestones, 
including purchasing Highland Mall 

for a future campus and math emporium, 
opening 10 campuses and growing its 
student enrollment by more than 41,000 
students. 

In 1973 when ACC first opened its doors 
to students, it enrolled about 2,200 stu-
dents at its sole campus, Ridgeview, which 
was owned by Austin ISD. Barbara Mink, a 
trustee and one of ACC’s founders, said the 
college’s first president, Thomas Hatfield, 
hired faculty and staff in July 1973, about a 
month before the college opened.

“[The faculty and staff] worked together 
very well—a really high-energy group of 
dedicated people to the community college 
mission and to opening a quality school 
here in Austin,” Mink said. “The energy, 
the commitment, the vision of that core 
group was electric.”

After the college opened, it took about 
13 years for ACC to become financially 
stable, said William Montgomery, adjunct 
faculty member and historian. Director of 
Center Operations Linda Morrison said 

On Sept. 1, 1974, Austin Community College acquired Brackenridge Hospital’s nursing school because it 
was more cost-efficient for ACC to run the program. ACC gained 17 instructors during the acquisition.
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the college leased its facilities from Austin 
ISD for several years. ACC was governed 
by the Austin ISD board until March 1, 
1982, when it appointed nine members to 
form its own board of trustees. 

“We had no facilities. ACC owned noth-
ing back then,” Morrison said. “We were 
just outgrowing everything we had avail-
able to us.”

By 1983, the college had grown to nearly 
17,000 students but did not have local tax 
support. Getting local tax support for ACC 
was a grass-roots effort by its faculty and 
staff, Montgomery said. Many people did 
not understand the purpose of community 
colleges, and with the presence of The Uni-
versity of Texas and other higher educa-
tion institutions, it was difficult to convey 
ACC’s message to voters. Two separate 
attempts to obtain tax support from voters 
failed. 

In 1986 the Texas Legislature threat-
ened not to support ACC unless it had the 
financial backing from ACC district voters. 
The property tax was approved in 1986 
for 5 cents per $100 of valuation and was a 
milestone for ACC, Montgomery said. 

Many events have contributed to the 

college’s success, including continued voter 
support in 2003 when residents authorized 
an increase in property taxes. 

“That was a huge step for Austin and 
for ACC to take,” Montgomery said. “It 
provided the college with a fairly secure 
future.” 

ACC now serves areas such as Austin, 
Cedar Park, Round Rock, Del Valle and 
Elgin, and the Hays campus will open in 
January. ACC enrolls more than 41,000 
students throughout its campuses. In 
August 2012, the college completed the full 
acquisition of Highland Mall, an impor-
tant step in the college’s history, Mink said. 

“[Highland Mall] is a core piece of 
property, basically the center of our service 
area,” Mink said. “It doubles our square 
footage for the college as a whole. It offers 
us some options.”

ACC President Richard Rhodes said the 
college’s mission during the past 40 years 
has been to provide residents a pathway 
to achieving their dreams. ACC plans to 
continue to work with its partners to meet 
student and workforce needs, he said.

“ACC has become a trusted partner, and 
I’m proud to say we play a profound role in 
growing the Central Texas economy and 
ensuring a great quality of life,” he said. 

Austin Community 
College 40th anniversary 

HISTORY       AUSTIN

1970 1980 20001990 2010

1978
Jan. 1—The Southern  

Association of Colleges and 
Schools extends full  

accreditation to Austin  
Community College.

1973
Sept. 17—ACC opens its 
doors. It enrolled about 
2,200 students at its first 
campus, Ridgeview.

1989
Aug. 1—ACC’s fourth 
campus, Northridge, 
opens.

2013
Aug. 29—The Elgin campus 
opens.

2013
March 27—ACC 
breaks ground on its 
Highland campus.

1986
March 15—Voters in ACC’s 
taxing district approve 5 cents 
per $100 of property valuation 
to support continued growth.

1982
March 1—The college’s 
first board of trustees 
is formed with nine 
members.

1991
Aug. 1—The Cypress Creek 
campus opens, serving the 
population in the northwest 
corridor of US 183, including 
Leander and Cedar Park. 

Smiles4Life.com
Need a  gen t le  den t i s t?

A Re la t ionsh ip  based prac t i ce .

Source: Austin Community College
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B  O  X  I  N  G    C  L  U  B

part of a club
why join a gym when you can be

www.facebook.com  |  TITLEBoxingClub.com

 See club for details. Must present ad at time of enrollment. Limit 1 per family. 
Limit 1 per family.

free gloves
with title card membership

New Location North Austin (Lakeline)

JOIN TODAY 
FOR OUR PRE-OPENING 
SPECIAL AT THE 
NORTH AUSTIN LOCATION

1401 S IH 35 
Round Rock, TX 78664

512-351-6524

13945 US 183 
Austin, TX 78717
512-200-4911 SAVE $149

FIRST 100 MEMBERS ONLY

5,000 YEARS OF CIVILIZATION. LIVE ON STAGE!

DEC 27-29
The Long Center       ShenYun.com | TheLongCenter.org | 888-974-3698 | 512-474-LONG

Shows SOLD OUT 
in New York Lincoln Center
Los Angeles, San Diego, San Antonio...

“Shen Yun is extraordinary, 
everyone should come see it!”
— Celeste Holm, Academy Award-Winning Actress

“5,000 Years of Chinese music 
and dance in one Night!”“INCREDIBLE”

“I was in heaven watching it!”
                 — Andrea Huber, dance critic

  PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT!  ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

5,000 YEARS OF CIVILIZATION. LIVE ON STAGE!

“Shen Yun is extraordinary, 
everyone should come see it!”

“5,000 Years of Chinese music 
and dance in one Night!”“INCREDIBLE”

“I was in heaven watching it!”“I was in heaven watching it!”
                 — Andrea Huber, dance critic                 — Andrea Huber, dance critic

SHEN YUN o� ers an exhilarating 
world-class production on a grand 

scale and exquisite performances that cel-
ebrate the pure excellence and grandeur of 
classical Chinese dance and music . An art 
form several millennia old, Chinese dance 
is refreshingly dynamic and expressive. 

Ancient legends and heroic fi gures come 
to life through its leaps, spins, and delicate 
gestures. 

Shen Yun is returning to Austin with an all 
new spectacular and original production. It 
is an experience you won’t want to miss.
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higher-priced homes [at] $300,000–
$400,000, but for the family only making 
$40,000, is there supply for them?” he said.

Minding the affordability gap
TAMU’s Real Estate Center created the 

Texas Housing Affordability Index that cal-
culates the ratio of the ability of a median-
income family to purchase the median-
priced home. Gaines said any number above 
1.0 is considered affordable.

Austin’s affordability index peaked at 
2.38 in 2011 and dropped to 2.09 for 2012, 
meaning that homes are generally still 
affordable. The statewide index was 2.18 
for 2012. Gaines said that because home 
prices and interest rates continued rising in 
2013, he expects Austin’s ratio to drop in the 
vicinity of 1.8 to 1.9 for 2013.

In 2012, the median family income was 
$75,900 for the Austin metro area with the 
median home price at $203,300. Gaines said 
residents typically can afford a home worth 
three times their annual income meaning 
a family income of $75,900 could afford a 
$227,000 home.

Gaines said Austin’s affordability index 
has remained high because home prices have 
been stable, but with home prices increasing 
in 2013, affordability will be affected.

“Home prices are going up faster than 
income and interest rates,” he said.

Metrostudy’s Houston office recently 
released an affordability gap study that 
shows the relationship between the median 
home price and the household loan for 
which a median-income homebuyer could 
qualify. Austin ranked lowest among the top 
five Texas metro areas.

“It was pretty surprising: one, that Austin 
was the only one that had that discrepancy, 
and also how wide that gap was,” Insel-
mann said.

Despite this gap, higher home prices have 
not slowed sales in Northwest Austin. Mur-
dock said buyers are already aware of how 
much it will cost to live in the area before 
they even meet with a real estate agent.

“Location, price [and] condition are the 
factors that affect how fast it will sell,” she 
said. “These are rapid sales, extreme.”

Brand new homes
New home construction prices are also on 

the rise, Inselmann said. In the Austin metro, 
the median new home price is $240,000, up 
from $200,000 two years ago. This increase 
is reflective of where people can buy a house 
and where on the price spectrum build-
ers can make money, he said. The greatest 
growth has been in the $300,000–$500,000 
range for new residential construction proj-
ects, which has doubled since 2010, he said.

“If that [range] is gaining market shares, 
somebody has to lose market shares. That’s 
been at the under-$150,000 price,” he said.

Inselmann said he is seeing a lot more 
new construction of smaller units such as 
townhomes and condos.

“In Austin, even though we’ve had these 
price increases, it’s encouraging to know they 
are from economic fundamentals from some 
real demand: strong job growth and even 
stronger population and migration,” he said.

Rent vs. buy
Rental occupancy has been above 

95 percent in Northwest Austin since 2011. 
Robin Davis, manager for Apartmenttrends.
com, which is run by Austin Investor Inter-
ests, said rates are also rising for apartment 
rentals, up 6 percent in the past two years. 
Citywide, monthly apartment rental rates 
are about $1,007 compared to $975 for 
Northwest Austin, according to AII data.

Davis said job growth and increased 

traffic congestion have contributed to many 
residents choosing to lease closer to work or 
in live/work/play environments.

Murdock said well-maintained rental 
units lease quickly—often in one day—
because inventory is low. This brisk market 
might also prompt residents to consider 
buying a home, she said.

“It is a numbers game,” she said. “If a per-
son is in a position to pay as much or more 
than the house payment would be, then 
certainly it’s more prudent to buy because 
in Austin, the probability of appreciation is 
strong.”

Homes
Continued from | 1
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Northwest Austin—defined by Community Impact Newspaper as the 78726, 78727, 78729, 78750, 78758 and 
78729 ZIP codes—has seen the number of home sales and median home prices increase during the past few 
years, indicating that this area of Austin has not been fazed by the affordability gap. Homes are also selling 
faster. Data was taken from November to November of each year and through Nov. 13, 2013.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Northwest Austin housing, home sales

Source: Austin Board of Realtors
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Opening December 1 with Reindeer Run!

Experience 

Rock’N Lights 

Holiday Light Tour at Old 

Settlers Park and the NEW 

Christmas Towne at the end of 

the tour around the Old Settlers 

Association. Christmas Towne 

features amazing holiday 

displays, holiday food, pony 

rides, petting zoo and 

more!

It’s Back! It’s Bigger! All New Displays! One must see event of the season!

Operating Schedule:
December 1st: Round Rock Rotary Reindeer Run beginning at 5:30pm. Register now at www.5R5K.org. This will be the only opportunity to run/walk through this amazing event before it of� cially opens for regular operating evenings.

December 2nd-19th: Normal operating hours.
Sunday - Thursday 6 to 9pm
Friday - Saturday 6 to 10pm
December 20th-24th 6 to 10pm
December 25th-31st 6 to 9pm

Park Admission
Family Vehicle $15   Limos $50

Shuttle Bus $45
Commercial Bus $75

Admission Includes:
FREE entry into the NEW Christmas Towne 

at the end of the tour. Christmas Towne is 

open on Fridays and Saturdays only.

Sponsored by:

More information: roundrocktexas.gov/rocknlights •512-218-5540

nsored by:

1011 West 40th Street, Suite 300 | Austin
512.652.0404

we would like to

THANK YOU!
This season, and every season, we’re thankful for you.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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The dates, information and resources you need 
to navigate the new health care laws

Affordable Care Act enrollment

NOW ONLINE

Source: healthcare.gov

Create an account
Choose a username, password 
and security questions.

Choose a plan
After information is 
submitted, you will see all of 
the health insurance plans for 
which you are eligible. You 
will also see if you qualify 
for lower out-of-pocket and 
monthly premium costs.

Enroll in a plan 
Coverage begins as early 
as Jan. 1, 2014.

Apply for coverage
You will need:
• Social Security numbers
• Employer and income information  

of household members
• Policy numbers of any current 

health insurance plans you carry
• Information about insurance plans 

your employer may provide

Enrolling online at healthcare.gov
1 3

4

2

31

Lone Star Circle of Care .................................... 1-877-800-5722    
www.lscctx.org/services/marketplace-connection

CommUnity Care .................................................. 512-978-9444
www.communitycaretx.org

Foundation Communities .......................................................211
www.foundcom.org

Cognosate................................................................512-637-1344

Open enrollment 
CLOSES 

Health insurance 
coverage begins

Open enrollment 
begins

October1
2013

January1
2014

March31
2014

FIRST YEAR (2014)
$95 per year per adult

$47.50 per child younger than 18 years old

Up to $285 per family
Or 1 percent of annual household income, whichever is greater

2015
$325 per year per adult

$162.50 per child

Up to $975 per family
Or 2 percent of annual household income, whichever  

is greater

2016 AND BEYOND
$695 per year per adult

$347.50 per child

Up to $2,885 per family
Or 2.5 percent of annual household income, whichever is greater

How much will 
I be charged in 
penalty fees if I 
do not sign up for 
health insurance?

*Prices are reflected before subsidies or tax credits are applied. Insurance copays 
and deductibles vary depending on one’s plan, income and subsidies.

Source: Lone Star Circle of Care

How much does 
health insurance 
through the  
marketplace cost?*

Who is eligible?

$109–$334
For an individual, health 

insurance plans can range 
from $109–$334 per month.

$368–$1,129
For a family of four, health 

insurance plans can range from 
$368–$1,129 per month.

Individuals, families and businesses with 
100 employees or fewer can purchase 
health insurance through the marketplace, 
according to healthcare.gov. 

healthcare.gov

1-800-318-2596 

Apply in person
Local organizations listed below

Mail 
Health Insurance Marketplace

Dept. of Health and Human Services
465 Industrial Blvd.

London, KY 40750-0001

Form can be downloaded at  
healthcare.gov

Modes of enrollment

Exceptions are made for those 
with financial hardships,  
religious objections,  
qualifying Indian  
tribes and others. 

Eligible applicants must: 
• Be a U.S. citizen or be lawfully 

present in the U.S.

• Not currently be incarcerated 

are certified in helping people with Medicare and Medicaid 
services.

Mooney said some people with lower income might qual-
ify for tax credits that offer health insurance plans at a lower 
cost. People with higher incomes can still qualify for health 
insurance plans but may not qualify for tax credits, she said.  

“Some people have the misconception that it is only for 
lower, poverty-level [applicants], but anyone can [qualify],” 
Mooney said.

Haynes said LSCC has screened about 1,900 people and 
enrolled four people since Oct. 1. As of Nov. 20, Comm- 
UnityCare successfully helped 14 people enroll for health 
insurance on the website and has screened about 3,719 
people, Mooney said. Screenings include an assessment of 
whether an individual is eligible for health services including 

ACA
Continued from | 1

HIM, Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
“We are expecting to see more as the word continues to 

spread,” she said. 
Tennis instructor David Caramanidis was the first person 

to enroll successfully in a health insurance plan through the 
HIM at CommUnityCare. Before signing up, he said he had 
not had health insurance in about four years. 

“I did the whole process in an hour. It could not have been 
easier,” he said. “Every time we went to another screen, more 
people would gather around the computer saying, ‘Wow, 
we’ve never seen anyone get this far before.’”

Northwest Austin resident Emily Schmitz said Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Texas began notifying her in March that 
her health insurance premium fees would continue to rise 
because of the ACA. Schmitz has catastrophic health insur-
ance, and her deductible is $5,000. For 2013, her health 
insurance rates rose 20 percent, or about $80 quarterly.

“Even with the catastrophic kind [of health insurance], 

I still have to pay premiums,” Schmitz said. “The premi-
ums continue to go up. I feel like I don’t have any coverage 
because everything is out of pocket for the first $5,000.”

Dan Graham, founder and CEO of North Austin–based 
BuildASign.com, said he does not think his company will 
be greatly affected by the ACA because BuildASign pays for  
90 percent to 100 percent of employee premiums. If the 
cost to provide health benefits substantially rises, Graham 
said the company might look into strategies for health care  
budgeting. 

“Providing solid benefits is one of those things that we 
are committed to do as an employer,” he said. “As premi-
ums rise, we need to adjust our overall budget to make sure 
we are accounting for that, which ends up impacting other 
areas of business.”

          Take our  
         online poll. What has been your experience with healthcare.gov?
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Featured Neighborhood
Parmer Village—78729

Build-out year: 2008–current

Builder: D.R. Horton

Square footage: 1,373–2,415

Home values: $169,000–$275,000

HOA dues (estimated): $65–$153 monthly

Nearby attractions: Commuter rail, shopping, parks

Round Rock ISD schools: Live Oak Elementary School, 
Deer Park Middle School, McNeil High School

Property taxes:

Austin Community College 0.094900 
North Austin MUD No. 1 0.345000 
Round Rock ISD 1.367400 
Upper Brushy Creek 0.020000 
Williamson County 0.449029
Williamson County ESD No. 1                              0.100000 
Williamson County FM/RD 0.040000

Total (per $100 value) $2.416329

Market Data provided by 
Patti Simon

Coldwell Banker United
512-913-4124

psimon@cbunited.com

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of Nov. 19, 2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (November 2012–Nov. 19 2013)

No. of homes for sale 4

No. of homes under contract 6

Average days on the market 31

No. of homes sold 31

Square footage (low/high) 1,422 / 2,415

Selling price (low/high) $196,000 / $275,000Anderson Mill R
d.
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3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,928 sq. ft. $245,000
Agent: Mary Woodward  512-560-4524

8604 White Ibis Drive

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,714 sq. ft. $230,731
Agent: Pat Fulford  512-258-1239

13400 Briarwick Drive, Unit 803

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,921 sq. ft. $244,780
Agent: Pat Fulford  512-258-1239

13400 Briarwick Drive, Unit 801

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,628 sq. ft. $223,265
Agent: Pat Fulford  512-258-1239

13400 Briarwick Drive, Unit 702
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Map not to scale

GEORGETOWN
HOMES  ON  1 AC.  LOTS 
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price  Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Canyon Creek 11017 Rio Vista Drive 3br/2ba $309,000  2,331 Doreen Dillard Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-346-1799

78726 Parke 12303 Klondike Rush Point 4br/5ba $429,900  3,970 Sandra Carlson Realty Executives, Austin–North 512-431-9591

78727 Ashton Woods Condos 4221 Johns Light Drive 3br/2ba $228,500  1,632 Allison Dady J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-924-1818

78727 Ashton Woods Condos 13720 Layton Loop, Unit 12 3br/2ba $230,000  1,632 Haley Waggoner Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-966-9936

78727 Ashton Woods Condos 4245 Johns Light Drive 3br/2ba $249,900  1,918 Rodney Rodriguez Keller Williams Realty 512-300-4445

78727 Champions Forest 4904 Craig Drive 4br/3ba $320,000  2,541 Amani Wang Keller Williams Realty 512-762-7253

78727 Stonehaven Condo 4508 Duval Road, Unit 502 2br/2ba $220,000  1,502 James Doolin Private Label Realty 512-466-1230

78727 Milwood 5923 Richard Carlton Blvd. 2br/1ba $137,000  778 Andrew Constancio J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-784-0852

78727 Scofield Farms 12804 Meehan Drive 3br/2ba $152,900  1,311 Camille Carney StoneHaven Realty 512-461-8078

78729 Forest North Estates 9405 Meadowheath Drive 4br/2ba $235,000  2,031 Gary Gentry Keller Williams Realty 512-794-6728

78729 Forest North Estates 13314 Perthshire St. 3br/2ba $130,000  1,210 Knolly Williams Keller Williams Realty 512-531-2950

78729 Hunters Chase Estates 13149 Partridge Bend Drive 5br/3ba $379,900  3,755 Laurie Flood Keller Williams Realty 512-576-1504

78729 Hunters Chase 8306 Foxhound Trail 4br/2ba $219,900  1,721 Patricia Smith Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8277

78729 Indian Oaks 7202 S. Ute Trail 4br/2ba $375,000  1,989 Keith Estes Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-431-8319

78729 Springwoods 9105 Amanda Drive 4br/2ba $298,200  2,900 Chuma Jerome One Percent Realty, a PLR Co. 512-423-5507

78729 Springwoods 8909 Black Oak St. 3br/2ba $189,000  1,267 Kenneth Vargas Keller Williams Realty 512-971-9343

78750 Balcones Greene 11501 Medallion Lane 4br/2ba $489,000  3,041 Susie Davison Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-698-1997

78750 Balcones Village 9308 Springwood Drive 4br/2ba $559,000  3,122 Richard Young Keller Williams Realty 512-797-3645

78750 Jester Estates 7203 Guava Cove 3br/2ba $429,900  2,309 David Barnes Private Label Realty 512-470-2615

78750 Lakewood Park 7604 Crossmeadow Drive 4br/3ba $497,400  2,403 Steve Scott Keller Williams Realty 512-656-4671

78750 Park West Condo 10616 Mellow Meadows Drive, Unit 49D 2br/1ba $71,000  796 Hayat Shaban Keller Williams Realty 512-541-5634

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 9501 Cedar Crest Drive 4br/4ba $659,000  3,396 Siobhan McCullough Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-293-7976

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11204 Amethyst Trail 4br/3ba $210,000  2,037 Joan Klausner Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-569-7489

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11221 Timbrook Trail 4br/2ba $215,000  1,893 Amy Keillor Goldwasser Real Estate 512-626-0941

78750 Woodland Mill 10212 Missel Thrush Drive 4br/2ba $198,500  1,588 Anne Cobern RE/MAX Capital City II 512-646-1301

78758 Edge Creek Condominiums 12166 Metric Blvd., Unit 368 2br/2ba $85,000  1,004 Kathy Chappell Pacesetter Properties 512-914-8859

78758 Gracywoods 1209 Gemini Drive 4br/2ba $255,000  1,730 Ammy Jones Keller Williams Realty 512-461-8708

78758 Tatumwild Estates 12221 Tanglewild Drive 4br/3ba $339,000  2,160 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 512-347-9599

78758 Macmora Cottages 10700 Macmora Road, Unit 105 2br/2ba $156,990  1,103 Gregg Klar Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-653-0488

78758 Macmora Cottages 10700 Macmora Road, Unit 104 2br/2ba $161,900  1,171 Nancy Taute Carol Dochen Realtors Inc. 512-497-5940

78758 Marabella Villas Townhomes 2100 Pipers Field Drive, Unit 47 2br/2ba $183,000  1,440 Gail Buquoi Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-913-9148

78758 Quail Creek 1310 Quailfield Circle 5br/3ba $256,500  2,658 Steve Bluestone Keller Williams Realty 512-225-8622

78758 Quail Creek West 9614 Chukar Circle 3br/3ba $158,000  1,482 Wendy Papasan Keller Williams Realty 512-297-9431

78758 Quail Run Condo 1705 Harliquin Run 3br/2ba $152,000  1,516 Paul Johnston Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-636-9924

78758 River Oak Lake Estates 12312 Willow Bend Drive 4br/3ba $279,900  2,321 Suzanne Bergmann Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-639-9438

78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood Drive, Unit 2312 1br/1ba $100,000  598 Ryanne Vaughan Keller Williams Realty 512-619-5034

78759 Austin Hills 11003 Galleria Cove 3br/2ba $357,000  2,115 Jeffrey Plotkin Habitat Hunters 512-517-4327

78759 Bluffs Great Hills 8919 Mount Bartlett Drive 2br/2ba $369,900  1,956 Bernice Schaffer RE/MAX Capital City 512-250-0855

78759 Great Hills 8603 Appalachian Drive 3br/1ba $475,000  2,300 Courtney Oldham Keller Williams Realty 512-809-5495

78759 Mesa Park 11712 Spotted Horse Drive 3br/2ba $275,572  1,502 Allison Dady J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-924-1818

78759 Northwest Hills Ranch 10504 D K Ranch Road 3br/2ba $399,999  1,858 Amy Corley Private Label Realty 512-799-4445

78759 Woodcrest 11606 Juniper Ridge Drive 3br/2ba $339,000  1,975 Rosalinda Stephens Prudential Texas Realty 512-217-9749

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil east
78750 Anderson Mill/McNeil west
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

13149 Partridge Bend Drive

9501 Cedar Crest Drive

8603 Appalachian Drive

1310 Quailfield Circle

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Market data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

512-454-7636
www.abor.comOn the market  (October 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

$149,999 or less - 2 / 279 3 / 2 8 / 59 9 / 41 3 / 51

$150,000–$199,999 - 3 / 35 34 / 54 9 / 58 8 / 30 2 / 9

$200,000–$299,999 - 22 / 41 21 / 62 7 / 53 11 / 76 8 / 33

$300,000–$399,999 8 / 95 3 / 31 3 / 30 7 / 84 1 / 135 15 / 36

$400,000–$499,999 7 / 62 - - 10 / 72 - 11 / 31

$500,000–$599,999 - - - 8 / 40 - 11 / 47

$600,000–$799,999 3 / 135 2 / 69 - - - 3 / 75

$800,000–$999,999 2 / 113 - - - - -

$1 million + 1 / 203 - - - - -

Number of homes sold / Average price

Month 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

October 2013 10 / $446,490 36 / $213,384 26 / $218,173 36 / $335,069 31 / $151,590 33 / $315,069

October 2012 17 / $355,512 30 / $193,367 41 / $180,103 39 / $314,306 33 / $141,455 42 / $336,191

September 2013 11 / $363,664 27 / $222,174 34 / $215,682 30 / $351,203 25 / $161,873 40 / $363,115

August 2013 13 / $379,757 50 / $225,756 41 / $209,715 45 / $226,615 27 / $144,887 53 / $360,542

July 2013 18 / $620,221 40 / $245,921 41 / $209,715 45 / $302,625 37 / $170,939 52 / $329,258

June 2013 18 / $356,875 38 / $245,503 41 / $221,713 44 / $372,816 27 / $164,767 60 / $337,428

May 2013 16 / $379,750 22 / $215,400 31 / $200,752 50 / $361,314 24 / $152,247 63 / $376,950

April 2013 2 / $381,000 22 / $233,977 30 / $205,363 42 / $377,032 27 / $152,211 43 / $308,638

March 2013 14 / $407,500 18 / $255,300 30 / $219,319 19 / $258,639 25 / $149,466 41 / $329,715

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/1/13 and 11/19/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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11011 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78759 
512-502-5600

Monday-Thursday 10:30am-10:30pm
Friday & Saturday 10:30am-11:00pm

Sunday 11:00am-10:00pm

Order Online   marcos.com

Italian With our team 
favorites

Lunch Buffet 

& Pizza by the slice

Everyday from 11am–2pm! 
Adult buffet $6.99 & under 12 buffet $4.99. 

Research location only. Dine-In only.

Tailgate

We Cater

$1099

Large up to

3 topping 
PIZZA

*Cannot combine with any other 
offer. Limit one coupon per 

customer. Must present coupon 
when ordering. Expires 12/27/13

Only valid at 11011 Research Blvd. 
Austin, TX 78759

Large 
Specialty 
& Cheezy 

Bread

Large Specialty 
& Chicken Dippers 
10 Pcs. or Chicken 

Wings 10 Pcs. 

Available at the Research Location only. 
Must present coupon. Expires 12/27/13

Available at the Research Location only. 
Must present coupon. Expires 12/27/13

$1599 $1899

J A PA N E S E  R E S TA U R A N T

50% OFF 
SUSHI ROLL
Valid every day for Lunch and Dinner. Must present coupon.  

Cannot combine with any other offer. Expires 12/28/13

LUNCH AND DRINK SPECIALS
HAPPY HOUR 

Monday–Saturday 3-7pm
and ALL DAY SUNDAY

13376 N HWY 183, Ste. 400 • 512-506-9811 • www.kohnamiaustin.com

Austin's new Japanese Restaurant

Now Open!

Come join us for 
Live Music every 

weekend!
Jazz night with a live band!

Thursday–Sunday

Thanksgiving 
Buffet 
4pm-9pm

Adult - $25
Child 12 & under - $10

Offer not available on Thanksgiving

B.J. MYERS, DDS
  & ASSOCIATES

Cosmetic & Family Dentistry

Welcome Home

8430 Spicewood Springs Road      512-506-9430      www.myersdental.com

Experience gentle dentistry in an 
      o�  ce that is cozy and serene.
“Welcome Home” is more than just a tagline for us. It 
represents our mission, which is to bring you high-tech 
dentistry in a home-like setting.

We want you to feel as comfortable in our o�  ce as you 
do in your very own home!   at is why our caring and 
dedicated sta  go above and beyond to make your dental 
visit with us a surprisingly pleasant event. We think you 
will feel comfortable with Dr. Myers and Dr. Sandoval, 
who are well known for their friendly personalities and 
gentle clinical manner.

$99
SPECIAL

Includes initial 
exam and X-rays

For � rst time patients
Must present coupon.
O er expires 12/20/13



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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P
rinted on recycled paper

LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.®

11113 Research Boulevard     Austin, TX 78759     512-324-6000

SetonER.com is for minor emergencies only. If you are experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1.

SetonER.com

Powered by

Hold your place in line and reduce your wait time 

in the Emergency Room to 15 minutes or less.
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