
City of Austin Watering restrictions

resiDentiaL 
WATERING
RESTRICTIONS

Hose-enD 
sprinklers

automatic 
irriGAtion

Before 10 A.m.
after 7 p.m.

Before 5 A.m.
after 7 p.m.

Even addresses
sunDaY

Even addresses
tHursDaY

Odd addresses
saturDaY

Odd addresses 
WeDnesDaY

Watering with a hand-held 
hose or a refillable watering 
vessel, such as a bucket, is 
allowed any day of the week.

Washing vehicles at home is 
prohibited. residents should 
wash vehicles at a commercial 
car wash facility.

Watering a garden with a 
soaker hose is exempt from 
the watering schedule.

fountains with either a 
waterfall or spray of water 
greater than 4 inches are 
prohibited unless necessary  
to preserve aquatic life.

Leadership lays groundwork for bond proposal

pisD addresses enrollment

By JP Eichmiller
“Rising” is the word of the day 

in Pflugerville ISD. 
Student enrollment is rising, 

the number of schools in the dis-
trict is rising, and if the district’s 
leadership has its way, PISD’s 
bond debt will soon be rising, too.

Since at least 2012, PISD’s 
leadership has been contemplat-
ing bringing a new bond pack-
age before voters. The discus-
sion has taken a more urgent 
tone recently as the remain-
ing revenue from the district’s  
$125 million 2007 bond pack-
age nears depletion because of 
the looming construction costs 
of PISD’s 20th elementary school 
scheduled to open in 2014. 

“To build anything beyond 
Elementary School No. 20, we are 
going to need a bond to fund that 
construction,” PISD Chief Finan-
cial Officer Kenneth Addix said. 

The motive for new bonds is See PISD | 15
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By Lyndsey Taylor 
Northwest Austin residents are find-

ing innovative ways to address the ongoing 
drought and need for water conservation as 
city restrictions become more stringent.

Their efforts are a result of the drought that 
the Lower Colorado River Authority expects 
to continue this summer. The region’s pri-
mary water source—the Highland Lakes—is 
unlikely to be replenished any time soon, 
despite some storms that have hit Central 
Texas. The Austin, Buchanan, Inks, Lady Bird, 
Marble Falls and Travis lakes form the High-
land Lakes.

“We do expect the drought to continue,” 
said Ryan Rowney, LCRA executive manager 
of water operations. “We are encouraging  
conservation with our customers.”

LCRA General Manager Becky Motal said 
the organization is focused on developing 

clear: New funding is needed to 
build schools, repair the existing 
ones and improve the facilities 
and technology of a district that is 
trying to keep up with an annual 
influx of hundreds of additional 
students. 

“What we can do is look at 
what the demographers tell us the 
numbers are going to look like, 
and [demographers say the stu-
dent population] is going to be 
consistently growing and moving 
east,” PISD interim Superinten-
dent Freddie McFarland said.

Calling the bond election
PISD leadership is still working 

out the details of which projects 
will be included in the bonds and 
what level of debt the district is 
willing and able to take on. 

Former PISD Superintendent 
Charles Dupre began publicly 
floating the idea of a new bond 

Drought prompts residential water conservation
Some NW Austinites address dry 
conditions with creative solutions
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Volunteer Glenna Scott works with students on their reading skills in Tammi 
Powell’s second-grade bilingual class at Walnut Creek Elementary School.

Demand for reading, math 
mentors rises in austin isD
Nonprofit seeks more volunteers to provide aid

See APIE | 28

See Water | 27
source: City of Austin

By Amy Denney
A nonprofit created by Aus-

tin ISD and the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce is seek-
ing more volunteers to mentor 
students in reading and math and 
increase the students’ confidence 
in learning.

Austin Partners in Education 
has existed since 2004 and cur-
rently places volunteers in 26 
AISD schools that are classified 
as Title I low-income schools 
where students move around 
more often. APIE has programs 
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www.stdavids.com/connect

Redefining

The Texas Institute for Robotic Surgery at St. David’s North Austin Medical Center is one of only 

20 sites in the entire nation that is using cutting-edge single site robotic-assisted technology. 

What does this mean to our patients? Microscopic incisions, less pain and shorter healing 

time so our patients can return to their lives more quickly than with traditional surgery.

For more information about the Texas Institute for Robotic Surgery,  
please visit TexasRobotic.com or call 512.901.2101.

{ surgery  }
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AUGUST 2013 

BAKERY SPECIALS 
NEW LINE-UP OF DESSERT ITEMS OFFERED DAILY! 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

•Double Vanilla Cupcake 
•Chocolate on Vanilla 

Cupcake 
•Fudge Brownie 

•Fresh Berry Tart 

•Lemon Vanilla Cupcake 
•Vanilla on Chocolate 

Cupcake 
•Peanut Butter Brownie 

•Fudge Brownie 

•Double Chocolate 
Cupcake 

•Red Velvet Cupcake 
•Fudge Brownie 

•Lemon Meringue Tart 

•Double Vanilla Cupcake
•Strawberry Chocolate 

Cupcake 
•Aztec Brownie 

• Lemon Meringue Tart

•Lemon Vanilla Cupcake
•Chocolate on Vanilla 

Cupcake 
•Fudge Brownie 

•Chocolate Pistachio Tart

•Red Velvet Cupcake 
•Vanilla on Chocolate 

Cupcake 
•Sea Salt Caramel 

Brownie 
•Chocolate Pistachio Tart

•Double Chocolate 
Cupcake 

•Strawberry Chocolate 
Cupcake 

•Fudge Brownie 
•Fresh Berry Tart 

Cookie of the Month – Snickerdoodle 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Mayan Chocolate 
Cupcake

Raspberry Danish

Chocolate Peanut 
Butter Chip Cookie

Raspberry DanishLemon Poppy Seed 
Muffin

Lemon Blueberry 
Cupcake

Chocolate Peanut 
Butter Chip Cookie

Chocolate Chip 
Toffee Blondie

Lemon Blueberry 
Cupcake

Mayan Chocolate 
Cupcake

Lemon Poppy Seed 
Muffin

Chocolate Chip 
Toffee Blondie

Nutella Chip Roll

Raspberry Danish

Lemon Poppy Seed 
Muffin

Nutella Chip Roll

Chocolate Chip 
Toffee Blondie

Lemon Blueberry 
Cupcake

Lemon Poppy Seed 
Muffin

Mayan Chocolate 
Cupcake

Nutella Chip Roll

Nutella Chip Roll

Raspberry Danish Chocolate Chip 
Toffee Blondie

Check out our daily selection of cupcakes, 
tarts, and more fabulous new desserts! 

Chocolate Peanut 
Butter Chip Cookie

Chocolate Peanut 
Butter Chip Cookie

Chocolate Peanut 
Butter Chip Cookie

Chocolate Chip 
Toffee Blondie

Lemon Blueberry 
Cupcake

Mayan Chocolate 
Cupcake

Raspberry Danish

Open daily 7AM–10PM 
10000 Research Blvd. � Free Wi-Fi

Delivery and catering for groups 
large and small. 

512.346.BLUE
bluebaker.com
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FROm ThE GENERAl mANAGER
Water is arguably the 

most precious resource 
on the planet, yet here 
in Central Texas, it 
seems to have dwindled 
in the past few years. 
Every summer, the lake 
levels get lower and water 
restrictions are more 
stringent. This summer 
is no different.

In elementary school, 
they taught us to turn 

off the faucet while brushing our teeth to conserve our 
precious water. That still resonates with me to this day, 
and I have been researching what other steps I can 
take to conserve our depleting resource. Other actions 
include turning the water off while washing dishes by 
hand, shutting off the water while washing your hair, 
collecting rainwater from your roof to water a garden or 
making sure your sprinklers are actually watering the 

lawn and not the house or sidewalk.
Our front-page story by reporter Lyndsey Taylor 

focuses on the city of Austin’s current water restrictions 
and what this means for residents of Northwest Austin. 
Page 8 provides more details about the state of drought 
from the Lower Colorado River Authority, which man-
ages our region’s water supply. If every home, apartment 
and business in Northwest Austin takes just one step to 
conserve water, imagine the effect it could have.

We have to remember that we are leaving this planet, 
and its resources, behind for our children, grandchil-
dren and great-great-great grandchildren. I want future 
generations to live on just as beautiful a planet as I do 
now. I hope you do, too. Let us know how you are con-
serving water by taking our monthly poll at 
impactnews.com/nwa-poll.

Katherine Kennedy
General ManaGer

kkennedy@impactnews.com

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
take the poll

reader comments

What actions are you taking to conserve 
water during the drought?

  i set my sprinkler/irrigation system to a timer.

  i use a drip irrigation system for the yard.

  My landscaping has native plants the need little to no water.

  i have a rainwater collection system.

  i follow city water restrictions.

  i make sure to fix any leaks as soon as possible.

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Regional transit plan to provide travel choices

“It’s good that they’re doing something about the transportation 
issues that plague Austin. But in my experience here, more toll 
roads help no one. This will only push commercial trucking and 
those of us who can’t afford to pay daily tolls onto the already 
overly congested highways.”

—Jerry Publius

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2013 Volvo S60 T5 
FWD
$279mo 2

Pay Nothing for 3 Months when 
you buy or lease any 2013 Volvo

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT 
Premium Sedan
$187mo 1

Zero Down Payment!
you buy or lease any 2013 Volvo

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
FWD multitronic 
$349mo3

Quali� ed A4 customers save an additional 
$1,000 with the Audi Owner Loyalty or 
Conquest Programs.

2012 Panamera 
4 Demo
$79,9994

1 - Subaru - Model DAD. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $187, � nal pymt / residual = $12,955. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,555. Stk# Z8539. Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other o� er. Dealer participation may a� ect � nal negotiated 
price. All pictures for illustration only. O� ers expire 7/31/13.  2 - Volvo - Excludes $895 destination charge Lease the FWD now for: $279 per month for 24 months with $2379 cash due at signing. This lease o� er is available until July 31, 2013 through Volvo Car Financial Services. Complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance. The purchase or lease of a Volvo includes complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance for the � rst three years, for 
services up to 36,000 miles (10K, 20K and 30K). It’s Volvo’s way of helping to ensure that critical maintenance needs are taken care of right from the start.  *No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $279, based on $32,795 MSRP of 2013 S60 T5 FWD, includes destination charge.  Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Take new retail delivery from retailer stock between July 2, 2013 and July 
31, 2013.  Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees. The value of the � rst 3 monthly payments up to a maximum total amount of $1,350 will be credited to your account upon opening.  On lease agreements this value will include a noncash credit equal to your � rst monthly lease payment due at signing.  Please contact your participating retailer for further details.  O� er available 
on any new 2013 Volvo through Volvo Car Financial Services for quali� ed customers. 3 - Audi - 39 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. First month payment paid by Audi on select models. A4 Stk# D0574 based on MSRP $35,500 with Convenience & Lighting Pkg. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,694 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $18,105. 38 
monthly payments of $349. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration 
only. O� ers expire 7-31-13.  4 - Porsche - Limited inventory.  Call for available vehicles.  Exp 7/31/13

last month’s poll results

What additional public transit service 
options would you be interested in?

urban rail within the city of Austin

  41.18% 
Additional Metrorail routes, which would connect the city 
and nearby suburbs

  26.05% 
regional rail to connect cities in Central texas

  17.65% 
Local bus routes

  5.88%
express buses that would use toll lanes to connect the city 
and major suburbs and employment hubs

  5.46%
Bus rapid transit, which uses technology to provide a 
speed advantage

  3.78%
results from an unscientific web survey collected 6/25/13–7/15/13
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a private party room. Parks said she will 
offer facial services in the future. 
www.plumspaaustin.com

10  Black Walnut Cafe will open this fall 
at 10817 FM 2222 at River Place Boulevard. 
Black Walnut Cafe, with locations in 
the Houston area, serves its take on new 
American foods such as lobster tacos. 
www.blackwalnutcafe.com. 
Twitter: @blackwalnutcafe

11  Papa Murphy’s Take N’ Bake Pizza 
will open this summer at a site adjacent 
to Castle Dental at 11404 FM 2222. Papa 
Murphy’s is based in Vancouver, Wash., 
and features pizza made at the store but not 
baked. 512-415-9959. www.papamurphys 
.com. Twitter: @papamurphyspizza

Terra Luz Community School and Dia 
de los Niños are partnering to launch a 
new dual-language program in September 
for children in first and second grades. 
Dia de los Niños is a Spanish immersion 
preschool that opened eight years ago, 
and Terra Luz was created in 2011. The 
program will be run out of a facility 
located near RM 620 and Parmer Lane. 
Those interested may contact Melanie 
Anderson at Terra Luz at 512-921-1124. 
www.terraluzschool.com

Expansions

12  Owner John Harvey expanded his 
business, Northwest Counseling & 
Wellness Center, from 1,900 square feet 
to 3,300 square feet in April. The business 
offers talk therapy, acupuncture, qi gong, 
yoga, fitness, meditation classes and more. 
Harvey founded NCWC in 1996, and 
the center is located at 12335 Hymeadow 
Drive, Ste. 300. 512-250-9355. 
www.ncwcaustin.com

13  Four Points Family Chiropractic held 
a grand reopening June 21 to celebrate 
the expansion of its facility at 6618 Sitio 
Del Rio, Bldg. 1, Ste. 1, from 1,400 square 
feet to 2,500 square feet. The practice also 
added massage, acupuncture and nutrition 
to its services. 512-345-9355. 
www.fourpointschiropractic.com

14  OBGYN North will move in 
September from 12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 
220, to a larger suite on the third floor at 
12221 Renfert Way, adjacent to St. David’s 
North Austin Medical Center. The practice 
is also adding a birthing center called 
Natural Beginning. It will have three 
birthing rooms, each with a full- or queen-
sized bed and SaniJet birthing tub. The 
birthing center will be staffed by certified 
nurse midwives. 512-425-3825. 
www.obgynnorth.com, 
www.natural-beginning.com

Relocations

15  Elite Turfcare Group, which offers 

Now Open

1  Mesa Dental opened in early June at 
8017 Mesa Drive, Ste. 101, across the street 
from Randalls. Dentist Christina Mann 
offers general dentistry and cosmetic 
services. 512-345-0289. 
www.mesadentalatx.com

2a  The seventh P. Terry’s Burger Stand 
opened June 27 at 12301 N. MoPac, just 
south of Parmer Lane. It is the business’s 
largest location and features a 1,000-square-
foot outdoor patio and double drive-thru. 
P. Terry’s is known for its use of 100 percent 
all-natural Angus beef burgers and fresh-
cut fries. 2b Construction started in mid-
July on the eighth location at 12018 Research 
Blvd. near the Catfish Parlour. That location 
is slated to open in early 2014. 512-719-4810. 
www.pterrys.com. Twitter: @pterrys

3  A locally owned GNC franchise 
opened a new location June 24 at 10001 
Research Blvd., Ste. 180, in the Gateway 
Plaza shopping center next to Snap 
Kitchen. The store sells multivitamins, 
general nutrition products, protein 
powders and meal replacements. The 

franchise owner has three other Austin 
locations. 512-241-0344. 
www.funandfitsa.com

4  Freebirds World Burrito opened May 
20 at the Trails at 620 center, 8300 N. 
RM 620, Bldg. D, Ste. 100. The restaurant 
specializes in flame-broiled chicken and 
steak burritos and offers vegetable options. 
512-996-9734. www.freebirds.com. 
Twitter: @freebirds_wb

5  The fifth Austin Sleep Number store 
opened July 26 at 3310 W. Braker Lane at 
Domain Drive. A sleep professional will 
help customers choose from the store’s 
range of products and to help customers 
find the right level of comfort, firmness 
and support using the IndividualFit 3-D 
Imaging map and PillowFit systems.
 www.sleepnumber.com. 
Twitter: @sleepnumbersara

6  A new Lakeline Market tenant, 
Elements Therapeutic Massage, opened its 
doors May 4 at 14028 N. US 183, Ste. D120, 
Austin. Both appointments and walk-ins 
are welcome at the new massage therapy 
clinic, which seeks to provide relief from 

back and neck pain, reduce stress, increase 
circulation and improve range of motion. 
512-250-8800. www.elementsmassage.com/ 
austinlakeline. Twitter: @elementlakeline

7  Hibachi-style eatery Japan Cafe 
& Grill, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Ste. VC06, Austin, opened June 6 at 
Lakeline Mall. The eatery replaces Dave’s 
Hamburgers, which closed in September. 
512-257-8500. www.simon.com/mall/
lakeline-mall

Coming Soon

8  Momo Korean Cuisine & Sushi will 
open in August at 8650 Spicewood Springs 
Road, Ste. 119 in the former Maharaja 
Indian Cafe. The restaurant will serve 
Korean barbecue entrees such as bulgogi, 
galbi and bibimbap. 512-249-9122

9  Owner Sally Parks will open Plum 
Natural Nail Spa in mid-August at the 
Trails at 620, 8300 N. RM 620, Bldg. D, Ste. 
300, next to Freebirds World Burrito. She 
will offer nail services for natural nails as 
well as waxing and will use natural and 
organic products. The spa will also have 
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Austin’s only Locally-Owned Toyota Dealership512-458-2222  www.charlesmaundtoyota.com

2012 CAMRY LE 
$15,993

2012 SIENNA LE $20,993

2010 COROLLA LE $12,993

Pre-owned.
Several to choose from.

Pre-owned.
Several to choose from.

Pre-owned. Several to choose from.

PRE-OWNED DEALS

professional sports turf and landscape 
services, relocated in July to 9601 Gray 
Blvd., near Metric Boulevard and 
Rundberg Lane. Elite Turfcare Group 
was previously located at 12200 Jekel 
Circle near McNeil Drive. 512-310-7320. 
www.eliteturfcare.com

16  In early July, Pure Yoga Austin 
relocated its North Austin studio from 
7950 Great Northern Blvd. to 2525 W. 
Anderson Lane, Bldg. 1, Ste. 320, next to 
Tarka Indian Kitchen. The yoga studio 
offers Bikram yoga, which is a class set 
at a 105-degree temperature. Pure Yoga 
Austin has three other studios in the 
Austin area. 512-810-9054. 
www.pureyogaaustin.com. 
Twitter: @purebikramyoga

17  Printing and signage company 
Alpha Graphics relocated its North 
Austin franchise in early June from 
11209 Metric Blvd. to 2227 W. Braker 
Lane. Alpha Graphics is a full-service 
marketing communications company 
that also offers design, mailing and 
direct marketing services. 512-323-5000. 
www.us371.alphagraphics.com

18  Lakeline Vision Source, an eye 
clinic at 12233 N. RM 620 in Northwest 
Austin, plans to relocate in early 2014 
to establish its new headquarters at El 
Salido @ 620, a new mixed-use complex 
at 3419 El Salido Parkway, Cedar 
Park. The new location will include a 
7,500-square-foot clinic complete with 
a drive-thru for customers to pick up 
glasses and contacts. 512-918-3937. 
www.lakelinevision.com. 
Twitter: @llvisionsource

Under Construction

19  Construction began the first week 
of July on the Domain 2 office building 
at 11800 Domain Blvd., across from the 
Whole Foods Market slated to open this 
fall. HomeAway Inc. announced July 9 
that it would occupy four floors and 
114,665 square feet in the building as its 
fourth permanent office. The company, 

known for its online marketplace for 
vacation rentals, will move from its 
existing temporary Northwest Austin 
office at 12301 Research Blvd. when the 
Domain 2 opens in the second half of 2014. 
www.homeaway.com. Twitter: @homeaway

Under New Ownership 

20  On June 1, board-certified dentist 
Jamie L Fairchild, DMD, took over 
ownership of Total Smile Management 
at 11149 Research Blvd., Ste. 270, and 
renamed it Sunny Hills Pediatric 
Dentistry and Orthodontics. She offers 
pediatric dentistry, and Dr. Joel Broussard 
provides orthodontics services for adults 
and children. 512-346-1221. 
www.sunnyhillsaustin.com

21  Dallas-based Lincoln Property Co. sold 
the Northcross shopping center, 2525 W. 
Anderson Lane, to real estate firm 
Phillips Edison & Company, which has 
headquarters in Cincinnati and Salt Lake 
City. The 280,099-square-foot center is 
94 percent leased, is anchored by Walmart 
and includes several local tenants such as 
Tarka Indian Kitchen, Pure Austin Yoga, 
PhoNatic Vietnamese cuisine, Dos Batos 
wood-fired tacos and the locally owned 
franchise of Elevation Burger.

Anniversaries

22  Playland Skate Center is celebrating 
its 40th anniversary in 2013. The center 
is located at 8822 McCann Drive near 
US 183 and Burnet Road. The family-
owned facility hosts birthday parties and 
fundraisers and offers skate lessons. For 
information on the Aug. 1 anniversary 
party, see Page 19. 512-452-1901. 
www.playlandskatecenter.com. 
Twitter: @playlandskating

23  Give Realty, 2700 W. Anderson Lane, 
Ste. 205, celebrates its fifth anniversary 
in July. The company, owned by Laurie 
Loew, promotes philanthropy by donating 
25 percent of home sale commissions to 
a charity of the customer’s choice. Give 
Realty also celebrated a milestone in June 

of more than $250,000 in donations. 
512-338-4483. www.giverealty.com. 
Twitter: @giverealty

Closings

24  Firepit Ceramics, 11150 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 102, recently closed in the 
Balcones Woods Shopping Center. The 
ceramics store had opened in July 2011.

25  Also in Balcones Woods Shopping 
Center, Illuminate Gym closed at 11150 
Research Blvd., Ste. 209. The personal 
training gym had opened in July 2012.

26  Tokyo Steak House & Sushi Bar 
recently closed in the Crossroads shopping 
center, 9070 Research Blvd., Ste. 305. 
The Japanese steakhouse had opened in 
February 2012.

27  Zakia’s Greek Cuisine, 8701 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 1125, is closing its doors 
in mid-August because owner Zakia 
Benyoucef is retiring. She opened the 
restaurant in 2008. 512-670-1000. 
www.zakiasgreekcuisine.com

In the News

28  Owner Debbie Tawse of Marmalade 
Skies is trying to sell her business, located 
at 13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 229. Tawse 
said she does not plan to renew her lease 
at the end of August and will close if 
a buyer does not step forward. Tawse 
opened Marmalade Skies seven years ago 
and offers summer arts camps, painting 
classes and a walk-in studio. 
512-695-1694. 
www.marmaladeskiesaustin.com

29  The North Austin Municipal Utility 
District No. 1 and Williamson County 
dedicated the new Rattan Creek Trail 
Bridge on July 4. The bridge connects 
Dallas Drive at Dringenberg Drive to 
the Rattan Creek Trail and cost a total 
of $341,677. The county also provided 
additional funding for a new crosswalk 
light from Rattan Creek Park to Tamayo 
Drive. www.northaustinmud1.org News or questions about Northwest Austin? 

email nwanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Amy Denney

The newest location of P. Terry’s Burger Stand is 
the largest to date and includes a double drive-thru.

2a

Employee Heather Hanawalt stands in one of the 
rooms at Elements Therapeutic Massage.

6

The North Austin location of Pure Yoga Austin 
moved into the Northcross center in July.

16

The new Rattan Creek Trail Bridge offers resi-
dents a connection to the trail near Parmer Lane.

29
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LCRA tracks how much water is drawn from the Highland 
Lakes by each of its firm water customers, which 
are guaranteed water first. Austin used 
the largest amount of LCRA water 
among customers.

By Joe Lanane
The Highland Lakes water sup-

ply is unlikely to be replenished 
this summer because of ongoing 
drought conditions, officials from 
the Lower Colorado River Author-
ity announced June 24.

LCRA General Manager Becky 
Motal said the amount of new 
water flowing into lakes Travis 
and Buchanan so far this year is 
on pace with record lows in 2011, 
and the extended forecast predicts 
more hot and dry conditions. 
Consequently, LCRA estimates 
that on or around Sept. 1, Lake 
Travis risks dropping to its lowest 
water levels ever, resulting in auto-
matic mandatory 20 percent water 
use curtailment from all LCRA 
customers.

“I have often said a drought is a 
natural disaster in slow motion,” 
Motal said. “We can’t predict 
when it will end, but we can assure 
you we will have another flood.”

Part of the problem this year 
has been the lack of rain within 
the Colorado River basin despite 
some significant storms that have 
hit Central Texas. Ryan Rowney, 
LCRA’s manager of water opera-
tions, said rain ideally needs to fall 
north of Lake Buchanan, west of 
Lake Travis or immediately along 
the 10,000 square miles of land 
along the river basin.

“Nature started this drought, 
and as Becky [Motal] said, nature 
will end this drought,” he said.

Motal also assured firm water 
customers—municipal customers 
such as the city of Austin that have 
guaranteed contracts for Lake Tra-
vis water—that their water supply 
will not be exhausted. That assur-
ance can be made in part because 

WATER

of an emergency drought order the 
LCRA board requested the past 
two years that cuts off downstream 
agricultural operations, or inter-
ruptible customers, from Highland 
Lakes water. Both Motal and Scott 
Spears, an LCRA board member 
and water operations committee 
chairman, have suggested such 
action may again be necessary in 
2014 if drought conditions persist.

Austin’s water use
Only a fraction of Austin’s total 

water supply comes from the High-
land Lakes—the Austin, Buchanan, 
Inks, Lady Bird, Marble Falls and 
Travis lakes—as most of the supply 
comes from run-of-river rights with 
the Colorado River when water is 
freely flowing. LCRA releases water 
from Lake Travis into the river to 
meet Austin’s demand, said Daryl 
Slusher, assistant director at Austin 
Water Utility for environmental 
affairs.

During drought times, Austin 
takes a proportionately higher 
share of water from the Highland 
Lakes because the drought has 
caused low inflows, but the High-
land Lakes reserves have not been 
able to make up the deficit, he said.

“Austin has the strongest 
policies in the region to encour-
age water use efficiency and to 
respond to drought conditions, 
but we cannot solve the problem 
alone,” Slusher said. “It will take 
regional cooperation and changes 
in how the Highland Lakes are 
managed to reduce the chances of 
facing similar supply shortages in 
the future.”

Long-term plan delayed
A stricter plan for managing 

Central Texas water has been 
delayed until spring 2014 to allow 
state officials more time to collect 
information on looming drought 
conditions.

Zak Covar, executive director of 
the Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality, said streamflow 
data, or the amount of water flowing 
into the Highland Lakes during the 
drought, needs to be included before 
final approval is made on a pending 
LCRA water management plan. 

“I understand the importance 
of the [water management plan] to 
all the stakeholders in the basin,” 
Covar said in a June 3 letter to 
Motal. “In addition, the Colorado 
River Basin is currently experi-
encing severe drought conditions 
with no immediate relief in sight.”

LCRA first submitted its pro-
posed water management plan to 
TCEQ last year after more than 
18 months of deliberations with 
basin stakeholders. TCEQ then 
held a public comment period, 
during which it received 94 writ-
ten comments and 96 requests 
for additional hearings, TCEQ 
spokesman Terry Clawson said.

Now TCEQ intends to hold its 
own evaluation process, which will 
include additional information 
collection and other stakeholder 
meetings, the first of which took 
place June 26 when more than 20 
speakers provided public comment.

“There is no more important 
issue facing this region now than 
the drought, and having a plan 
that protects the water supply for 
our firm customers is critical,” 
Motal said in a statement support-
ing the additional review.
Additional reporting by 
Amy Denney

Drought unlikely to end this summer
LCRA official says water inflows to lakes Travis, Buchanan on pace with 2011

Source: Lower Colorado River Authority

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality intends to take over 
the water management plan review process first started by the Lower 

Colorado River Authority before the state agency grants final approval for the plan. 
The TCEQ has broken down the anticipated timeline for the evaluation process:

EVALUATION PROCESS

REPORTS ANd MOdELiNG—Three months
COMPiLE dATA—Four months

dATA COLLECTiON (includes stakeholder meeting)—Three months

LEAnDEr
4,583 acre-feet

2012 WATER USAGE By LCRA CUSTOMERS
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400 herbs and spices ground fresh weekly
Over 140 unique hand-blended seasonings • Organics, gift sets and extracts

Locally owned business • Taste what you want, buy what you need

The Arboretum, 10000 Research Blvd., #129, Austin, TX 78759 • (512) 795-0770
Monday-Saturday: 10am-8pm, Sunday: 12pm-6pm

Bring in this ad and receive a FREE 1/2 oz. blend with any purchase!
Valid thru August 31, 2013. This cannot be used with any other offers and is not valid on-line.
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CITy & COUNTy
News from Austin and Travis and Williamson counties Compiled by Peter McCrady, Joe olivieri and Audrey spencer

city council oKs 
cemetery contract

Wilco commissioners approve new vote centers for november election

county court may raise pay of elected officials 

public hearings 
scheduled to review 
draft 2014 budgets

AUSTIN Burial services will continue 
at five Austin cemeteries after Austin 
City Council approved a contract with 
Interment Services Inc. on June 27.

The 60-month contract cannot 
exceed about $3.8 million and includes 
two possible 60-month extensions at 
the same rate.

The city oversees five cemeteries, 
including Austin Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Oakwood Cemetery and 
Plummers Cemetery. The city averages 
about 480 burials per year.

TRAvIS COUNTy Commissioners 
have begun discussing setting their 
own salaries and the salaries of other 
elected officials for the 2014 fiscal year. 

On July 16, the court voted to pub-
lish a public notice listing the proposed 
salaries. The court is scheduled to vote 
on the salaries Aug. 6. 

The 2014 fiscal year will run from 
Oct. 1, 2013, to Sept. 30, 2014.

In a letter to the court, Assistant 
Budget Director Diana Ramirez wrote 
that the public notice will propose 
a 3 percent salary increase for some 
elected officials.

Austin ISD
1111 w. sixth st.

august

27 ..........................Budget public hearing 

City of Austin
301 w. second st.

august

1 ............................... Budget work session
14  ............................ Budget work session
22  ..................... Budget, tax rate hearing
29 ...................... Budget, tax rate hearing
september

Scheduled adoption

Central Health
1111 e. Cesar Chavez st.

august

27 ............... County reviews 2014 budget
september

4 (5:30 p.m.) ............Budget and property  
tax rate hearing

11 (5:30 p.m.) ........... Scheduled adoption

Travis County
700 Lavaca st.

september

17 (9 a.m.) ...............Budget and property 
tax rate public hearing

20 (9 a.m.) ..............Budget and property 
tax rate public hearing

24 .............................. Scheduled adoption

austin city council
Austin City hall, 301 w. second st.
512-974-2210. www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Meets most Thursdays at 10 a.m.

Travis county 
commissioners court
700 Lavaca st., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

Meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

Williamson county 
commissioners court
710 s. Main st., Georgetown
512-943-1100. www.wilco.gov

Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_nwa

TweetingsMeetings

Position 2014 ProPosed salary

County attorney $164,734
County commissioners* $98,463
County judge $118,373
district attorney $175,298
district judge $158,000
Justice of the peace $111,936
sheriff $135,903

*Commissioner Bruce todd has requested 
his salary be set at $1. Commissioner 
Gerald daugherty has requested the 2010 
rate of $90,109.

source: travis County

WIllIAmSON COUNTy On July 16, 
commissioners approved a list of proposed 
vote centers for the Nov. 5 election.

“November is a good time to test 
[this],”  Commissioner Valerie Covey 
said. “It’s a good opportunity for us to try 
the locations.”

Representatives of the Williamson 
County Elections Commission presented 
a list of vote center locations at an open 
house meeting June 27.

With vote centers, Williamson County 
voters are able to cast ballots electronically 
in any location.

Locations were chosen by a commit-
tee made up of leadership from both 
the Republican and Democratic parties, 
representatives of League of United Latin 
American Citizens and the disabled com-
munity, members of the county elections 

office and county commissioners Lisa 
Birkman and Covey.

Factors such as accessibility, parking, 
room size, familiarity and the ability to use 
the space in the future were considered in 
selecting locations.
Precinct 1 locations:
•  Clairmont Retirement Community, 
12463 Los Indios Trail
•  Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 9700 
Neenah Ave.
•  Northwest Fellowship, 13427 Pond 
Springs Road
•  Rattan Creek Park Community Center, 
7617 Elkhorn Mountain Trail
Precinct 2 locations:
•  Bethany United Methodist Church, 
10010 Anderson Mill Road
•  Highland Estates, 1500 N. Lakeline Blvd.
•  Kelly Reeves Athletic Complex, 

10211 W. Parmer Lane
•  La Quinta Inn & Suites, 10701 Lake-
line Mall Drive
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1. APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Loans Subject to approval. Must apply by 7/31/2013. 
Combined Loan-to-Value (CLTV) cannot exceed 80% of your home’s value. Additional terms, 
conditions, and restrictions may apply. Amplify Membership and Property Insurance required.

No Closing Costs!
No Fees!
(No kidding!)

Low fixed rates, no closing costs, 

no fees, and local decisioning make 

Amplify the right place to go for your 

Home Equity Loan! learN more:

866-538-0488 
goamplify.com/equityloan

Home equity loaN rates as low as

2013Q2_HEL_CIquarter.indd   1 5/2/13   3:42 PM

Discrimination isn’t always this obvious. But it is just as hurtful and 
illegal. Here are possible signs you might hear from a landlord:

“There’s a lot of traffic. It isn’t safe for kids.”

“The apartment I told you about on the phone has already been rented.”
“My insurance won’t cover a ramp if you get hurt.”

“We only take English-speaking people.”
“The ad is wrong. The rent is really $75 higher per month.”

“Steps are what we have. We can’t accommodate a walker.”

IF YOU SUSPECT HOUSING DISCRIMINATION, PLEASE REPORT IT.

UNLESS YOU REPORT HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION, IT WON’T STOP.

Visit housing-rights.org or call the 
Austin Tenants’ Council 512-474-1961.
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      great 
young  
    minds 
will open

The Children’s Courtyard, Inc. is an equal opportunity provider 

and employer. ©2013 The Children’s Courtyard, Inc.

on August 8

Tour one of our Early Childhood Education 

Campuses where your child’s future— 

academically and socially—will be supported 

by our highly trained, motivated teachers. 

Get an enrollment packet and enroll for Fall. 

866-383-8287 ChildrensCourtyard.com

Come to our Open House 

August 8, 5-7 PM

11 Austin locations
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Jan. 21, 1862—Gov. Sam Houston was attempting 
to head off an illegal Secession Convention. Supporters 

wanted Texas to secede from the U.S. and join the 
Confederacy. Houston convened the special session a week 

before the convention in hopes that it would invalidate the 
convention. Lawmakers voted to secede anyway; Texas voters agreed. 

June 23, 1919—Gov. William Pettus Hobby gave lawmakers 
240 topics to deal with during this special session, more than any 
other in history. in the first week, lawmakers chose to ratify the 

19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, giving women the right to vote. With 
that move, the Lone Star State became the ninth state to uphold the federal 
amendment and the first of the states in the former Confederacy to do so. 

July 15, 1991—As Texas began to emerge from the economic crisis 
of the 1980s, lawmakers sought additional sources of revenue. Gov. 
Ann Richards called lawmakers into a special session to deal with 
budgetary matters. Among the bills that emerged was a constitutional 

amendment creating the Texas state lottery. it was approved by voters that 
same year and has since generated more than $13.6 billion for schools. 

summer 2003—Three special sessions were called after democratic lawmakers 
fled the Capitol to break quorum and block mid-decade redistricting. Maps were 
redrawn in 2001 after the 2000 census, but U.S. House Republican Majority Leader 
Tom deLay of Texas pressured Texas Republicans to draw new districts. Fifty-one 
House democrats left the state during the regular session and successfully stopped 
the redistricting, only to have Gov. Rick Perry call them back for a special session. 
during the second special session, 11 democratic Senators fled and spent three 
months in Albuquerque, N.M. New maps were finally approved in the third special 
session and gave Texas a strong Republican majority in Congress.

AT ThE CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Sources: Legislative Reference Library, “Handbook of Texas,” Texas State Historical Commission

NOTABlE  special  sessions
since the Texas Legislature’s first special session was called nov. 18, 1850, there 
have been more than 110 special sessions, including the ones called in May and June.Texas lawmakers sent some of 

the strongest abortion restric-
tions in the nation to Gov. Rick 
Perry’s desk July 15, ending weeks 
of emotional protest and national 
debate over the issue. 

Abortion rights claimed the 
spotlight as lawmakers spent the 
first month of their summer in 
Austin in two special sessions 
called to deal with transportation 
funding, abortion, redistricting 
and closing a loophole in the juve-
nile justice system. 

In the first special session, 
called May 27, lawmakers man-
aged to approve the state’s interim 
redistricting maps before the ses-
sion came to a standstill in its final 
hours over an anti-abortion bill 
that eventually failed. 

In the second session, which 
began July 1, lawmakers have 
made significant progress on all 
of Perry’s agenda items and are 
poised to pass most of those before 
the session must end July 30.

Abortion restrictions
The presence of thousands of 

demonstrators on both sides of the 
abortion debate did little to slow 
movement on the abortion bill 
during the second session. 

After hours of testimony from 
thousands of witnesses in the 
House and Senate, both chambers 
passed legislation that bans abor-
tions after 20 weeks and requires 
all abortions to be performed in 
ambulatory surgery centers. 

Opponents say the measure 
risks the closure of nearly all the 
state’s abortion clinics and erodes 
a woman’s constitutional right to 
govern her own body.

But supporters say it increases 
safety standards and protects 
unborn children.

Transportation funding
The House and Senate still 

have not come to an agreement 
on how to fund Texas roads in 
the future, grappling over what 
transportation officials have 
called a funding crisis and how 
to find $4 billion per year in 
additional funding just to main-
tain current roadways. 

Lawmakers could not come to 
a deal in the regular session and 
missed their chance in the first 
session when the abortion debate 
killed all other proposals. 

With a week to go before dead-
line, the House and Senate were 
moving forward on separate plans.

The Senate has passed a 
measure to amend the state’s 
constitution and ask voters to 
approve the diversion of some oil 
and gas money, on an ongoing 
basis, from the rainy day fund to 
pay for roads.

The House is poised to pass a 
bill that would divert 5 cents from 
the 20 cent gas tax, which Texans 
pay at the gas pump, to roads. 

Money from the gas tax cur-
rently goes to fund public educa-
tion, and critics say that could 
hold up the legislation when it hits 
the House floor July 18. 

Perry has not said whether he 
will call a third special session to 
deal with the issue if lawmakers 
cannot come to an agreement, 
though some lawmakers said 
they hope to have it resolved 

Bills move ahead as second special session nears end

before the deadline.
“These are challenges that need 

to be addressed,” said Sen. Robert 
Nichols, R-Jacksonville, chair-
man of the Senate Committee on 

Transportation. “And I’m thank-
ful that Gov. Perry has asked us 
to address this now instead of 
two years from now, when it will 
be too late.”
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Austin Water manages more than 40,000 acres of wildlands. These lands filter rainfall that flows 
into aquifers and the Colorado River —Austin’s source of drinking water. We invite you to explore 
these special lands that are not usually open to the public by attending a free guided tour.

Learn more or sign up at austintexas.gov/wildlandevents

Take a walk on 
the wild side

July 31 Archaeology (lecture)
Aug 3 Flint Knapping  (lecture)
Sept 7 Night Exploration and Star Gazing (moderate)
Sept 14 Stepping back in time on the BCP (moderate)
Sept 15 Big Views on Little Barton (moderate/rugged)
Sept 21 Insect Safari (family friendly)
Sept 28 Meet Slaughter Creek (easy/moderate)
Sept 28 Birding (moderate)
Sept 29 Introduction to the BCP (moderate/rugged)

AW-Take a Walk_quarter pg_7-1-2013_Impact.indd   1 7/1/2013   2:35:37 PM

Emerging Leaders

and

Friday, August 23, 2013 • 6:30 p.m. 
Austin, TX | Four Seasons Hotel | Black Tie  

Honoring

CEO, 

EIL 2013, Exclusive Platinum Sponsor

more information at: 

concordia.edu/EIL

#EILGala

FIGHT CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) 

www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com

• 33,000  patients have been treated since 2006.

• 42   board-certifi ed physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology, 
gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

• 46 cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.

• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.

• 6 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.

• #1 leader in community-based genetic risk evaluation and testing in the nation.

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

Comprehensive cancer care 
is right here in Austin.
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THE TUTORING CENTER

during the 83rd Legislative session, Austin-
area lawmakers focused on both local and 
statewide issues, ranging from the reopening 
of a city-operated pool and the declaration 
of the state’s official pie (pecan) to increased 
penalties for motorists who leave the scene of 
a hit-and-run accident. 

Legislators passed more than 1,400 new laws 
during the 140-day regular session. Below is 
a roundup of some of what area lawmakers 
pushed for, passed or had rejected by their 
peers.

sen. donna campbell, r-new braunfels
Campbell passed legislation that reduces 
the number of class hours from 10 to six that 
applicants for concealed handgun licenses 
must take before getting a permit to carry. the 
bill also strikes from the law a requirement 
that gun proficiency be included in the class 
instruction.  

rep. Tony dale, r-cedar Park
one of dale’s signature pieces of legislation 
would have forced the city of Austin to reopen 
a popular North Austin swimming locale and 
children’s swim team training ground in the 
Forest North neighborhood. 

the springwood Pool is at the center of a 
lawsuit after residents accused the city of 
backing off its agreement to maintain the 
pool after it was annexed by the city in 2011. 
the bill was passed unanimously by a house 
committee but stalled as it was waiting to 
be scheduled for a floor vote after the city 
opposed it. 

rep. dawnna dukes, d-austin
dukes passed legislation requiring a school 

district to excuse a 
temporary absence for a 
student taking his or her 
child to an appointment 
with a health care 
professional, as long as 
the student comes to 
school on the day of the 
appointment.  

she also passed a bill 
requiring homeowners associations to create 
policies supporting native xeriscaping. the 
bill allows hoAs to restrict the types of 
xeriscaping, but not to ban it entirely.

rep. Marsha farney, r-Georgetown
Farney passed a bill establishing that boards 
of open-enrollment charter schools must 
require students to recite the pledges of 
allegiance to the united states and texas flags 

and must require a moment of silence after 
reciting the pledges. 

sen. Troy fraser, r-horseshoe bay 
Fraser passed legislation creating a statewide 
water plan, a priority among state leaders for the 

session. senate Bill 4 sets 
up the structure to provide 
financing to water providers 
throughout the state. 

the state water 
implementation Fund 
for texas is a revolving 
water infrastructure bank 
that would finance all the 
strategies included in 
the 2012 plan; its funding 

through the state’s rainy day fund is subject to 
approval by voters in November.

rep. larry Gonzales, r-round rock
Gonzales was a big player on legislation 
passed to protect some dedicated revenue 
funds from being siphoned off their original 
purpose and used to balance the budget. the 
bipartisan bill was meant to protect taxpayers 
from paying fees for one purpose only to have 
those measures underfunded because the 
money went to something else. 

rep. donna howard, d-austin
howard pushed to strengthen personal 
financial disclosure requirements for 
legislators, candidates and other officials 
subject to the state’s disclosure laws. 

her legislation would have required lawmakers 
to disclose all sources of earned and unearned 
income, including pensions and retirement 
plans. the bill also would have required 
disclosure of finances by spouses and 
children. it did not pass.

rep. Jason isaac, r-dripping springs
isaac helped sponsor legislation creating an 
ad valorem tax exemption for the spouse of  

an armed services 
member killed in action. 
the bill passed with 
overwhelming support.

he also devised a plan 
that would have reduced 
the 1,100-page texas 
education Code to 62 
pages—an idea that puts 
almost all education 

programs and decisions in the hands of local 
authorities. isaac said his bill, which did not 
pass, was aimed at restoring local control in 
the education system.

rep. Tim Kleinschmidt, r-lexington
Kleinschmidt co-sponsored legislation that 
allows students with concealed handgun 
licenses to store their weapons in their cars 
while on campus. the bill, which passed, was 
part of a package republicans pushed to 
protect gun rights in texas. 

rep. John Kuempel, r-seguin
As vice chairman of the house Licensing 
and Administrative Procedures Committee, 
Kuempel helped shepherd legislation 
expanding the craft brew industry in texas. 
under the new laws, craft breweries can 
operate tap rooms, and brewpubs can sell 
their products in stores through distributors. 

rep. elliott naishtat, d-austin
Naishtat passed legislation that supporters 
say allows access by more children with visual 

impairment issues to 
special education services 
designed for them. 

services and instruction 
include long cane skills; 
use of distance optical 
devices; navigating the 
home, playground and 
neighborhood; using other 
senses effectively; and 

developing motor skills and concepts needed 
for purposeful movement. 

rep. eddie rodriguez, d-austin
As chairman of the first Farm to table Caucus 
in the nation, rodriguez authored or helped 
pass a package of legislation designed to help 
farmers, farmers markets and the cottage 
food industry. 

the bill expanded the list of foods allowed 
to be sold by such producers and created a 
framework that supporters said encourages 
the cottage food industry.

sen. charles schwertner, r-Georgetown
schwertner co-sponsored legislation 
making sweeping changes to public school 
testing and accountability. the bill reduced 
the number of high-stakes end-of-course 
exams from 15 to five, changed high school 
graduation requirements and adjusted school 
accountability rating systems. 

rep. Mark strama, d-austin
strama passed legislation creating a grant 
program for school districts to provide 
summer school classes for students who are 
educationally disadvantaged and for programs 
providing summer teaching opportunities for 
high-performing, new and student teachers. 

he also proposed a resolution expressing 
disagreement with the federal Citizens united 
decision allowing corporations to be treated 
as people under campaign finance law. the 
amendment went nowhere but was supported 
by proponents of election reform.

sen. Kirk Watson, d-austin
watson passed a bill creating a “habitual 
violator” label for drivers of vehicles 

registered in texas who 
consistently fail to pay 
their tolls. the new law 
allows tolling project 
operators, including the 
texas department of 
transportation, to create 
rules regarding habitual 
violators and give those 
motorists’ information to 

the county tax assessor-collector. under the 
new law, if motorists do not pay their fees, they 
cannot renew their vehicle registration.  

rep. Paul Workman, r-austin
workman passed a bill creating more 
transparency for residents of neighborhoods 
with community propane systems, establishing 
a pricing structure that relies on free-market 
data from the u.s. energy information Agency. 
he said the bill will build certainty in pricing for 
ratepayers and providers without increasing 
regulation. More than half of the state’s 
78 community propane systems are in his 
western travis County district.

he also co-authored several pieces of 
legislation pertaining to franchise taxes and  
pushed for legislation banning the state from 
enforcing federal gun bans.

sen. Judith Zaffirini, d-laredo
the first hispanic female elected to the texas 
senate, along with numerous other glass 
ceiling–breaking firsts, Zaffirini was celebrated 

this session for casting 
her 50,000th vote in office. 
she has had a 100 percent 
attendance rate since 1987, 
when she was elected, 
save for a quorum-breaking 
tactic she and other 
senate democrats used in 
2003 to stop mid-decade 
redistricting. 

with her district being home to the majority 
of the rigs and oil and gas production in the 
eagle Ford shale, and as a member of the 
senate Finance Committee, she helped secure 
$450 million in the state budget to repair roads 
in the areas affected by production efforts.

AT ThE CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Legislators focus on bills including those dealing with public education, gun control, health care
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State Licensed After School Day Care Provider.

• Tang Soo Do Martial Art Classes
• Summer Camp Program
• After-School Program
• Also offering Pilates Mat Classes (noon and evening times)

8516 Anderson Mill Rd., Suite 100 Austin, TX 78729  •  512-257-8552  •  aimandfocus.com
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12518 Research Blvd. • 512-382-1454

New extended menu! 
Check out FireoakGrillTX.com for full menu
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meal from the regular menu, and receive one kids meal free.
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www.AustinFamilyOrthodontics.com 

AAUSTIN        ROUND ROCK      LEANDER 

www.AustinFamilyOrthodontics.com

Includes records, 
full braces, and � rst set of 

retainers. Based on a typical 
18-24 month full case.

$500 Down
and $199 per month!

512-258-9007
In-Network with all 
major insurance!

Expires 9-1-2013 • $5800 Value
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package in April 2012.
“Now is [the right time]. The growth is 

going to force the board to call a bond elec-
tion,” said Elva Gladney, president of the 
PISD board of trustees.

Finances in order
The next bond has been at the forefront of 

many of the district’s recent financial moves.
In August 2012, the board of trustees 

approved a 6 cent property tax increase to 
pay off existing debt. The district has also 
taken advantage of low interest rates by 
refinancing several of its existing loans. In 
total, in fiscal year 2013, the district was 
able to decrease the debt it was carrying by 
more than $41 million. 

District officials have been hesitant 
to speak on the exact costs and projects 
they will be looking to fund through the 
next bond package. A preliminary Capital 
Improvements Plan submitted by district 
staff to the board in February, however, 
indicates a wish list of projects that could 
surpass $280 million.

Included in the list of capital expen-
ditures for the proposed 2014 bond are: 
about $132 million for facility expenditures 
including safety and building improve-
ments, $119 million for two new elemen-
tary schools and a high school, almost  
$19 million for technology purchases and 
$10 million for new land. 

Before the final bond proposal is brought 
before voters, the district will hold inter-
nal discussions regarding what projects 
should be included and reconvene its citi-
zens bond committee for its recommenda-
tion. The final approval of what projects 
to include in the bond election will come 
from the board of trustees. The bond, how-
ever, won’t immediately affect residents’ 
taxes because the district has reached the 
maximum allowable rates.
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Elementary School No. 20
Expected to open in fall 2014
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Enrollment growth in PiSd  
predicted to push away from Austin

According to demographic projections 
compiled by Pflugerville iSd, the 
majority of new student growth 
during the next decade is 
expected to occur in the 
northern and eastern 
sections of the district.  
in total, PiSd projects 
that by the 2021–22 
school year, eight 
existing elementary 
and primary 
schools will be 
under capacity, 
and 11 will be 
over capacity 
if boundaries 
remain the 
same. 

N
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BuIlDINg foR ThE fuTuRE
PiSd has set a tentative schedule for the opening 
of three new elementary schools before the end of 
the decade. Elementary School No. 20—which will 
relieve overcrowding at Highland Park, Murchison 
and Rowe Lane—has already been funded and is 
expected to open in fall 2014. The district is hoping 
the proposed bond package will fund the opening of 
two additional elementary schools in the northern 
portion of the district in 2016 and 2018. 
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“What is going to be in that bond? We are 
going to be working on that the rest of the 
summer and into the fall,” Gladney said. 

Build or redistrict?
Not everyone, however, believes new con-

struction is the catchall solution for dealing 
with student population growth. Within two 
years, the district expects two of its three high 
schools—Hendrickson and Pflugerville—
to exceed their student capacities, with the 
third—Connally—reaching capacity in 2021. 

However, while there is little doubt sev-
eral of the district’s elementary schools in 
the northeast will be pushed well past their 
capacities in the coming years, many of 
those in the central and southwest sections 

of the district are expected to see stagnant or 
even decreasing enrollment. 

“I don’t disagree that we will need a fourth 
high school at some point. … My only major 
concern is including all of those funds for 
elementary schools,” said Melody Ryan, a 
member of the district’s citizen bond com-
mittee and parent of a PISD first-grader. 

One alternative to new construction could 
be redrawing the district’s attendance zones.  
In 2012, PISD undertook the redrawing of 
its middle school boundaries in anticipation 
of the opening of Cele Middle School. The 
redistricting shifted about 800 students into 
new schools and divided some neighbor-
hoods into separate attendance zones. 

“You have to cross that bridge when you 

get there because you don’t know exactly 
where the growth is going to be and if other 
areas are going to be left with facilities that 
are being underutilized,” McFarland said. 

Ryan, however, believes PISD should con-
sider a mass elementary redistricting when 
it opens its 20th elementary school in 2014. 

“If you are already going to redistrict a 
few [schools], you might as well fix all of 
the problems,” she said. “I think if they do 
that, it will greatly reduce the need for more 
elementary schools.”
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www.northoakscountry.com

Come grow with us!
Developmentally Planned Curriculum • Fun with Fitness 
Sensory Activities • Sign Language & Spanish Linguistics
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Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

2013 FALL YOUTH 
SPORTS OPENINGS!

Football Camp & Flag/Tackle Football 
Registration Now Open!

Baseball, Soccer, Softball & Volleyball 
Registration Now Open!

Lacrosse Boys & Girls League 
Registration Now Open!

Winter Basketball Opens October 2013!

Town & Country Optimist Club is a non-profi t 
organization operating 90+ acres, 30+ Fields in 

Northwest Austin since 1974!

PLAY HARD • PLAY FAIR • HAVE FUN

Register online at www.tandcsports.org OR at our main office 
9100 Meadowheath Drive, Austin, TX - 512.331.0438
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2012–13 STAAR results by grade

fe
ed

er
 

sc
ho

ol
s

3rd 4th 5th

Re
ad

in
g

M
at

h

Re
ad

in
g

M
at

h

W
rit

in
g

Re
ad

in
g

M
at

h

Sc
ie

nc
e

1 Cook 959 96.5% 78% 67% 65% 68% 56% 72% 67% 51% 8
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district scores by grade

2012–13 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) results

Grade 3 Reading 83% Math 76%

Grade 4 Reading 77% Math 76%

Grade 5 Reading 81% Math 79%

Grade 6 Reading 70% Math 76%

Grade 7 Reading 72% Math 65%

Grade 8 Reading 81% Math 75%

Grades 9–10 Reading:  Engl. i 66%,  Engl. ii 78%,  Engl. iii 55% Algebra i 81%,  Algebra ii 98%,  Geometry 89%

2011–12 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Grade 11 English language arts 91% Math 90%

2011–12 statistics* State District
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Austin ISd

1  Cook Elementary School

2  davis Elementary School

3  Hill Elementary School
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10 Anderson High School

11 Lanier High School
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12 Copperfield Elementary School

13 Northwest Elementary School
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17 Connally High School
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district scores by grade

2012–13 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) results

Grade 3 Reading 85% Math 76%

Grade 4 Reading 78% Math 75%

Grade 5 Reading 82% Math  82%

Grade 6 Reading 77% Math  79%

Grade 7 Reading 78% Math 63%

Grade 8 Reading 88% Math 83%

Grades 9–10 Reading:  Engl. i 72%,  Engl. ii 83%,  Engl. iii N/A Algebra i 81%,  Algebra ii 99%,  Geometry 88%

2011–12 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Grade 11 English language arts 92% Math 89%

2011–12 statistics* State District
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Pflugerville 
elementary 
schools 20

11
–1

2 
en

ro
llm

en
t*

20
11

–1
2 

ec
on

om
ic

al
ly

 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

ge
d*
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17  Connally 2,002 61.7% 52% 79% 99% 83% 81% N/A 63% 43% 77% 50% N/A N/A 77% 63% N/A 90% 84% 89% 97%

AISD board OKs placing ads on buses
By kelli weldon 

 Advertisements will begin appearing on the sides of 
some Austin ISD school buses in the fall as the result of a 
recent contract approval by the district’s board of trustees. 

Board President Vincent Torres said the idea was sug-
gested by community members more than a year ago 
when AISD was seeking funds to offset state budget cuts. 
He said Austin residents will likely begin seeing the ads 
in the fall following the board’s May 20 approval of a 
three-year agreement with Steep Creek Media LLC. 

The Houston-based advertising and publishing firm 
will place ads on about 10 percent of AISD’s fleet of more 
than 400 buses, and the ads will bring in an estimated 
$43,200 in revenue during the first year. By the third 
year, the firm will aim to place ads on about 200 buses 
and bring in about $216,000, according to SCM owner 
Cynthia Calvert.

“A lot of eyeballs are on those signs,” Calvert said, 
explaining that ad sizes range from high-visibility signs 
above bus windows to eye-level signs on the side of a bus. 
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The Austin iSd board of trustees approved a contract with Steep 
Creek Media LLC, a Houston-based company that puts ads on school 
buses to help school districts earn revenue.

SCM has implemented the program in more than 35 
districts including Eanes, Cy-Fair and Houston ISDs. 

The May 20 board vote was 7-1-1. Trustee Jayme Math-
ias opposed, and trustee Tamala Barksdale was absent 
from the dais.

“My perspective is that our children are bombarded 
by a great amount of advertising,” Mathias told the 
trustees. “The question is do we want to go that extra 
step of putting advertising on our school buses—that is 
to say, I simply raise the question, ‘Are there any sacred 
places left?’” 

Mathias said he was also concerned with ad content. 
Calvert said SCM will work with the district to ensure 
ads are “family-friendly,” and the ads cannot promote 
religious institutions, tobacco or alcohol, political parties 
or “businesses that promote body art services,” among 
other establishments. The district will have the final say 
on all ads, she said.

“We want ads that are informative to our students, that 
help promote a healthy lifestyle, healthy environment 

[and a] strong desire to be a good student. We think there 
are a lot of ads out there that can fill our school buses 
with those types of promotions,” Torres said.

The ad revenue is not yet earmarked for a potential use 
but instead will go into the general fund, Torres said.

*2012–13 results were not available as of press time source: texas education Agency, Pflugerville isd *2012–13 results were not available as of press time

austin & pflugerville Isds
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If you are affected by unsightly or 

painful spider veins or varicose veins, 

there is hope. Austin Vein Specialists 

offers the most modern vein treatments 

available, including laser procedures 

and ultrasound-guided sclerotherapy. 

Most therapies are performed in the 

comfort of our office and cause minimal 

discomfort and little activity limitations.

Let our cosmetic vein experts help 

restore the youthful appearance of your 

legs. To learn more, please contact our 

vein center to arrange a one-on-one 

consultation with our brand-certified 

Vein Specialist.

512.339.9100
www.AustinVaricoseVein.com

ROUND ROCK
170 Deep Wood Dr., Suite 104

Round Rock, TX 78681

All physicians are 
Board Certifi ed in 
Endocrinology and 

Metabolism.

Certifi ed Diabetes 
Educators on staff.

AUSTIN
6500 N Mopac

Bldg. 3, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78731

512 4588400

Serving Northwest Austin

Diabetes - Management of types 1 and 2 diabetes, continuous 
glucose monitoring, insulin pump therapy, dietitian services, and 
Certifi ed Diabetes Educators

Thyroid - Fine needle biopsies of thyroid nodules, treatment of 
thyroid cancer, and hyper- and hypothyroidism 

Thyroid Ultrasound - Accredited by the American Institute of 
Ultrasound Medicine. Physicians certifi ed in neck ultrasound.

Osteoporosis - Treatment and bone-density testing.

Glandular Disorders - Treatment of pituitary, adrenal and other 
hormonal conditions

Clinical Research - Types 1 and 2 diabetes, obesity, thyroid, 
osteoporosis and cholesterol disorders. (512) 334-3505 

Weight-Loss Program - Both patients with and without diabetes. 
(512) 334-3484

Experts in diabetes, thyroid, osteoporosis and hormonal conditions

Thomas Blevins, M.D. Luis Casaubon, M.D. Valerie Espinosa, M.D.  

Research Blvd.
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Serving Old Fashioned
Frozen Custard and 

Italian Ice

6001 W. Parmer Lane • 996-8436 • www.ritasfranchises.com/ParmerLane
Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/ritasonparmer
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er Ln.

McNeil Dr.
Anderson Mill Rd.

Italian Ice, the evolution 
of the sno-cone.

Proudly chosen as McNeil 

High School's Community 

Partner of th
e Year!

Buy 1 Item, Get 1 FREE
Redeemable at North Austin Rita’s, 6001 W Parmer Lane. 

Expires 8/31/13.
Not valid with any other offers. Free item of equal or lesser value. No quarts, 

gallons, party buckets, bottle water or novelty items. 
Limit one offer per guest. Not valid at cart and theme park venues. Not for resale.

Zagat Rated #1 Best Custard/Ice Cream Chain

30 Veterans career fair
door 64, the texas veterans Commission and 

workforce solutions Capital Area host the Austin veteran Career 
Fair. exhibit booths are still available for the fair for $595 per 
booth. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. Free. Palmer events Center, Barton 
springs road. 512-415-8300. www.austinveterancareerfair.com

ongoing

School supply fundraiser
For the Children is accepting monetary donations through 
Aug. 28 for its school supplies campaign. supplies go to students 
enrolled in the federally funded school lunch program in local 
school districts. visit the website for information on making a 
donation. 512-505-5712. www.schoolsuppliesforthechildren.org

10 Cooking workshop
the Auguste escoffier school of Culinary Arts hosts a 

one-day workshop to teach cooking techniques to high school 
teachers and counselors. Food is created by the participants, 
and drinks are available. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. $150. Auguste 
escoffier school of Culinary Arts, 6020 dillard Circle. 
866-552-2433. www.escoffier.edu

11 The Classics golf tournament
topGolf presents a golf tournament in which 

participants compete in groups of two. the pairs will play two 
opening rounds to determine their seeding and will then go 
through three elimination rounds to determine a winner. 
9 a.m. $28 (single participant), $56 (pair). topGolf, 
11301 Burnet road. 512-222-5950. www.topgolf.com/austin  

24 Acting workshop 
Marc verzatt guides an acting workshop hosted by 

spotlight on opera. verzatt has singers perform arias and provide 
input on their performances. 10 a.m. $10 (general), $7 (seniors, 
students, military with id). united Christian Church, 3500 w. 
Parmer Lane. 512-765-4998. www.spotlightonopera.com

25 Charity run/walk 
the sixth annual National ovarian Cancer Coalition 

hosts its largest fundraiser at the domain. the event has 
a tent for survivors of ovarian cancer to get massages and 
snacks, and light refreshments are provided for participants. 
Buttermilk and dusty Biscuit from the Biscuit Brothers 
perform the Kids’ K national anthem. 8 a.m. $12–$15 (for 
children age 12 and younger), $30–$40 (untimed), $35–$45 
(timed). the domain, 11410 Century oaks terrace. 
512-402-5017. www.ovarian.org/austin

26 Celebrating 30 years of Waterloo Counseling 
Center

the celebration includes a screening of the film “Footloose” 
with food available from the Alamo drafthouse. After the film, a 
small reception is held with music and cake. Proceeds benefit 
the waterloo Counseling Center, which has provided mental 
health services in Austin for 30 years. 7 p.m. $15 (by Aug. 
15), $20 (after Aug. 15). Alamo drafthouse village, 2700 w. 
Anderson Lane. 512-444-9927. www.waterloocounseling.org

July

27 Peruvian Independence Day 
La Chaparrita Peruvian restaurant celebrates Latin 

American culture and independence with music, dancing, a 
photo booth, a cultural fashion show and more. ten percent 
of proceeds benefit scholars in the hispanic scholarship 
Consortium. Noon–10 p.m. Free. highland Mall food court, 
6001 Airport Blvd. 512-323-5404. www.lachaparritaaustin.com

August

01 Anniversary party 
Playland skate Center celebrates its 40th anniversary, 

featuring door prizes, games and skate shows, including roller 
derby, speed skating and jam skating, which is a combination of 
breakdancing and skating. Admission price includes skate rental. 
3–10 p.m. $5. Playland skate Center, 8822 McCann drive. 
512-452-1901. www.playlandskatecenter.com

03 Powerlifting coach training 
special olympics texas will host a training 

session for volunteers who are interested in coaching 
athletes with intellectual disabilities. Coaches must be 
age 15 or older and be interested in helping the disabled 
community. the deadline for registration is July 29 at noon. 
9–11 a.m. Free. McNeil high school, 5720 McNeil drive. 
512-835-9873. www.sotx.org

09 through 11  
Sales tax holiday

the annual tax-free weekend takes place one week earlier than 
usual this year. during the weekend, state law exempts from 
sales and use taxes most clothing, footwear, school supplies 
and backpacks costing less than $100. All sales made during 
the weekend qualify for the exemption, including items sold 
online, by phone or by mail. Nonexempt items include those 
made primarily for athletic activity, such as golf cleats or football 
pads. For a complete list of exempt and nonexempt items, visit 
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxpubs/taxholiday/d/.

CAlENDAR

sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/nwa-calendar.

to have Northwest Austin events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the 
second Friday of the month.

online Calendar
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5K

Compiled by kyle Caton

Splash Dash 5K 
the traveling course is hosted for the first time 
in Austin with a 1K fun run and a more 

competitive 5K race. Awards are given to the first-place 
male, female and child and to the runner with the best 
costume. volunteers are welcome. 8 a.m. $25 for 1K, $45 
for 5K (before race day), $30 for 1K, $55 for 5K (race day). 
old settlers Park, 3300 e. Palm valley Blvd., round rock. 
www.splashdash5k.com

worth the TRIP
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Xplore Technologies Corp.
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Xplore Technologies uses its radio frequency chamber to test tablets for electromagnetic interference.
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Xplore Technologies Corp.
rugged tablet maker launches new product 

N     orthwest Austin–based Xplore 
Technologies Corp. launched an 
Android tablet July 10 that can 

withstand sand, dust, rain and tem-
peratures ranging from minus 4 degrees 
Fahrenheit to 140 degrees Fahrenheit. 

“It’s like an iPad on steroids,” said Mark 
Holleran, president and chief operating 
officer at Xplore. 

Xplore was founded in 1998, and the 
company makes rugged tablets for several 
industries, including oil and gas, the mili-
tary, warehouse distribution and telecom-
munications. Xplore’s products are sold 
globally, including in Asia, Canada and 
Europe.

The company’s new product, RangerX, 
is a different type of tablet for Xplore. 
Typically Xplore’s tablets weigh about 
5 pounds and are made for extreme 
conditions and hazardous environments. 
RangerX still fits the rugged tablet mold, 
but weighs in at 2.2 pounds and has a 
multi-touch screen, said Jim Plas, vice 
president of marketing and sales at Xplore. 

RangerX could be used by many indus-
tries, including the military, an outdoors 
enthusiast who wants to take photos and 

access Wi-Fi, or it can be tailored for the 
telecommunications industry, Plas said. It 
can test broadband through an Ethernet 
connection, and the tablet screen has the 
capability to be used as a monitor to test 
satellite television. Xplore’s products are 
used by companies such as AT&T, FedEx, 
Nissan, Raytheon Co. and the U.S. Army. 

Xplore began to develop RangerX after 
Holleran was approached two years ago by 
a customer, who said there is a need for a 
lightweight, rugged tablet. 

“We’re the world’s expert in rugged tab-
let computing, and so we wanted to bring 
something out [that is] unique,” Holleran 
said. “We do build the most rugged PC in 
the world today and [will continue to do 
so] in the future.”

RangerX could also be used by execu-
tives, as it offers a smart access card reader 
to protect data, which allows the tablet to 
be accessed with an ID badge, Plas said. 

Xplore became profitable for the first 
time this year and saw an 11 percent 
increase in revenue. Holleran said as 
many continue to prefer tablets to net-
books, Xplore is at an advantage because 
of its 16 years’ experience in the business.

BUSINESS

14000 summit drive, ste. 900
512-336-7797
www.xploretech.com

Mark Holleran, president and chief operating 
officer at Xplore Technologies, said he consid-
ers  Austin to be a “world-class city” and chose 
Northwest Austin because of its proximity to 
talented locals in the technology industry. 

By Lyndsey Taylor

www.omnibank.comSBA Preferred Lender

ALEXIS MICHAEL, VP -  (512) 231-5018
3901-A Spicewood Springs Rd., Austin, TX 78759

SHIRLEY SHEFFIELD, VP -  (512) 398-4245
118 W. Market Street, Lockhart, TX 78644    

Measuring
up to small 
business 
expectations.

...

Apothecary Shop
Compounding, Pharmacy, Clinical Nutrition, Veterinary Medicine

11645 Angus Rd. #1

9am–6:30pm (closed from 1-2 for lunch) Monday–Friday  •  9am–1pm Saturday

hop
inary Medicine

rday

MoPac

183

Duval Rd.
Thunder Creek

Angus Rd.
W. Braker

360
Arboretum
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Prima Pizza Pasta

McNeil dr.
w. Parmer Ln.183

1

Bitim ibrahimi (left) and Fitim Vejsa are the owners and chefs of italian eatery Prima Pizza Pasta.
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Prima Pizza Pasta
New owners expand menu’s Italian entrees

S ince Prima Pizza Pasta changed 
ownership in February, the Parmer 
Lane restaurant’s menu has grown 

to include additional entrees and specials 
to give customers more Italian plates to 
ponder.

The owners and chefs at Prima Pizza 
Pasta, Fitim Vejsa and Bitim Ibrahimi, do 
all the preparation and cooking for the 
restaurant and said dishes are inspired by 
traditional Italian foods with a touch of 
the owners’ own flavors.

Vejsa worked as a chef at the restaurant 
before coming on as co-owner. He said 
that he wanted to make Prima Pizza Pasta 
a restaurant that focuses more on the wide 
variety of Italian eats as opposed to mostly 
pizza.

“Italian food is more like a passion than 
a job,” Vejsa said.

Customers can still choose from a vari-
ety of pizza options, but the restaurant now 
includes specials such as veal or lobster 
ravioli and chicken rollatini. The rollatini 

is rolled with ham, mozzarella and aspara-
gus, served with linguine pasta, a cognac 
cream sauce, diced shrimp, mushrooms, 
onions and sun-dried tomatoes.

Prima Pizza Pasta offers weekly 
specials, including salmon with a white 
lemon sauce and served with spin-
ach, asparagus and carrots on the side. 
Monthly specials are usually offered the 
first Friday of the month and include 
items such as the lamb or veal shank, 
Vejsa said.

Daniel Griffith is a weekly customer 
at the restaurant and said the staff are 
friendly and professional. One of his 
favorite dishes is the buffalo chicken pizza.

The eatery offers fresh garlic rolls, pizza 
dough and sauce daily. Vejsa said the res-
taurant does not use any frozen foods or 
ingredients, and one house specialty is the 
homemade marinara sauce, which sim-
mers for about seven to eight hours before 
it is ready. The restaurant also makes 
homemade pastas, pesto and more.

DININg

6001 w. Parmer Lane, ste. 400
512-258-5700
www.prima-pizza-pasta.com 
 
hours: 
Mon.–sat. 10:30 a.m.–10 p.m., 
sun. 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m.

By Lyndsey Taylor

Popular Prima pizzas
White spinach ($11–$14)
• sauteed spinach with feta or ricotta 

cheese

The butcher ($15–$17)
• Pepperoni, italian sausage, hamburger, 

Canadian bacon, bacon bits

barbecue chicken ($12–$15)
• Grilled chicken, barbecue sauce, red 

onions

neopolitan ($11–$14)
• Fresh mozzarella cheese, tomato sauce, 

fresh basil, chopped fresh garlic

su’Prima ($13–$15)
• Pepperoni, Canadian bacon, hamburger, 

mushrooms, onions, olives, bell peppers 

A sampling of specialties
house specials are served with a side 
salad and garlic rolls.

veal rollatini ($18)
• veal rolled with salami, mozzarella 

cheese and asparagus, chef special 
sauce and linguine

chicken dijonaire ($12)
• Chicken breast with a dijon cream 

sauce, shallots and vegetables

frute de Mare ($17)
• Fresh mussels, clams and shrimp,  

linguine, choice of red or white sauce

Timi’s special ($20)
• Fresh mussels, clams, chopped baby 

clams, shrimp, calamari and grilled 
tilapia served with a lemon white wine 
sauce and linguine 

Entrees Italiano
chicken cacciatore ($12)
• Chicken breast sauteed with mush-

rooms, bell peppers and onions with 
red sauce

eggplant rollatini ($13)
• Breaded eggplant with ricotta cheese, 

red sauce and mozzarella cheese

sausage and peppers parmigiana 
($12)
• sauteed italian sausage, bell peppers, 

marinara, mozzarella cheese

The penne bolognese topped with goat cheese ($13.99)
is one of the weekly specials the restaurant has offered.

Fitim Vejsa worked as a chef at Prima Pizza Pasta 
before becoming co-owner in February.

Lunch specials include a slice of pizza, a side salad and 
a drink, or two slices and a drink, both for $5.95.

We See Beauty
Michael Coverman MD

Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

512.345.9411 • laserskin.com

15% OFF 
All Cosmetic Procedures with Brooke Stidham PA-C

 Fillers, Botox, Dysport
(Discount valid with ad. If medically indicated. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires Sep. 15, 2013.)

15% OFF 
All Cosmetic Procedures with our Licensed Aestheticians, Christi Gonzales & Tammy Hunt

FotoFacial (IPL), Microdermabrasion, Laser Hair Removal
(Discount valid with ad. If medically indicated. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires Sep. 15, 2013.)
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PUBLIC NOTICE – CLOSED MEDICAL PRACTICE 
THE MEDICAL PRACTICE FORMERLY KNOWN AS

KENNETH ARMSTRONG, MD
2300 ROUND ROCK AVE, SUITE 105, 

ROUND ROCK, TX 78681

THIS PRACTICE IS NO LONGER IN BUSINESS 
ALL MEDICAL RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE FROM

WellMed at Round Rock 
511 Oakwood Blvd, #103

Round Rock, TX 78681 
Voice 512-388-9495 

Fax 512-716-0371 

Becky Motal
General manager of the Lower Colorado 
river Authority
By Annie Drabicky

Created by the Texas Legislature in 1934, the Lower Colorado River Authority manages 
the water supply for residents, farmers and businesses along 600 miles of the Colorado 
River from San Saba to the Gulf of Mexico. 

The agency manages those supplies during both floods and droughts throughout the 
region and also sells electricity and water to more than 40 utilities. According to LCRA, 
that electricity service area covers nearly 30,000 square miles and serves more than 1 mil-
lion people in 55 counties.

General Manager Becky Motal has worked for LCRA for 27 years. Among other 
aspects, her job includes working to educate customers on the importance of being aware 
of their water use, how to conserve water and how to make the best use of limited water 
supplies during a drought.

“I think education is the most important thing we can do—get people aware of where 
their water comes from,” Motal said when she visited Community Impact Newspaper. 
“Water is a precious commodity, but we all need to be mindful that it needs to be shared. 
Know what your water restrictions are and follow them. Be a leader. Be an example.”

how can residents help conserve 
water during the drought?

Be mindful of how you use water. If 
you’ve got a water leak, get it fixed. Watch 
your irrigation system. Water only when 
you’re supposed to, and water only during 
the hours you’re supposed to—don’t water 
at noon when it’s 100 degrees outside. It’s 
not about the rice farmers anymore. … 

Every water drop that we can save 
helps us extend the amount that we have 
available. It will rain again; I’ve worked 

at LCRA for 27 years and we’ve had more 
floods than droughts, so it will rain again.

What is the “drought of record,” and 
how do we compare to that now? 

The drought of record is a term, but 
it also references a period of the worst 
drought in Texas’ history, from the period 
of about 1947 to 1957. We benchmark any 
drought against that. We are currently in 
a very serious drought. In our opinion, 
we are not in a drought worse than the 

drought of record, but if this continues into 
next year with the very significantly low 
inflows into the Highland Lakes, we could 
potentially hit that trigger, and our board 
would be asked to declare a drought worse 
than the drought of record.  

What mandatory curtailments would 
take place if we were to hit that point?

The base plan—developed in early 
2000, filed with the [Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality] in 2003 and 

approved in 2010—dictates curtailment 
curves as to how we manage the lakes. It’s 
based on inflows into Lake Travis and Lake 
Buchanan. 

At certain levels of combined storage in 
those lakes, we have certain triggers. We 
ask people to conserve or we start limit-
ing some flows. We may start to curtail 
interruptible flows. If [storage levels] hit 
600,000 acre-feet … we would be required 
to ask the board of LCRA to declare a 
drought worse than the drought of record.

A
nn

ie
 d

ra
b

ic
ky

COFFEE WITh IMPACT

Becky Motal, general manager of the Lower Colorado River Authority, discusses current lake levels and the 
drought of record that hit Texas from about 1947–57.
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Girlstart offers an after-school program that uses a hands-on approach to enhance girls’ STEM learning. 
The program is in 40 schools in the Austin area, including in Austin, Round Rock and Pflugerville iSds.
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girlstart
Nonprofit encourages girls to pursue STeM

A t Girlstart, girls are encouraged 
to be girly and geeky at the same 
time. 

The organization’s brightly painted facil-
ity in Austin has supplies to introduce girls 
to a variety of science, technology, engi-
neering and math, or STEM, applications. 

“Technology is very much geared to 
men,” Girlstart Deputy Director Julie 
Shannan said. “You look at the colors of 
computers and they’re very gray and black. 
When Girlstart came on the scene, we put 
the sparkle in STEM.”

Girlstart opened in 
1997, and today it brings 
STEM training to almost 
12,000 girls a year, 
mostly in Central Texas, 
through its after-school 
and summer camp pro-
grams in which girls can 
learn about and experi-
ment with robotics, 3-D model building, 
video game design, astronomy and more. 

The nonprofit hosts after-school pro-
grams in 40 schools, including 11 at Aus-
tin ISD, five at Pflugerville ISD and two at 
Round Rock ISD. 

“GirlStart has empowered girls through-
out AISD through fun, engaging, learning 
opportunities and has ignited a spark in 
STEM around our communities,” said Nay-
elli Ramos, a second-grade dual-language 
teacher at Ortega Elementary School.

One of the goals of the program is to 
help equalize the disproportion of males 
to females in STEM fields such as engi-
neering. A 2011 study by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce’s Economics and 
Statistics Administration found a lack of 
female role models and gender stereotyp-
ing, among other reasons, to be possible 
causes for the disparity. 

NONPROFIT

1400 w. Anderson Lane
512-916-4775
www.girlstart.org

By Audrey spencer

“Many girls lose interest in STEM 
around third grade,” Girlstart Executive 
Director Tamara Hudgins said. “We pro-
vide girls with a place where it’s OK to have 
fun and do science.”

Girlstart also offers STEM Saturdays, 
which are free, hands-on learning experi-
ences for first- through eighth-grade girls 
meant to introduce them to the fun side of 
math and science pursuits.

Girlstart To Go is responsible for bring-
ing summer camps to girls outside of 
Texas, although Central Texas remains the 

program’s focus.
“Our goal is to filter the 

program to other com-
munities as necessary,” 
Hudgins said. “We’re deeply 
committed to Central Texas 
and heavily funded by 
individuals and businesses 
here. ... We have a lot more 

to do here before we worry about going to 
other places.”

Girlstart completed construction on a 
miniature planetarium at its headquarters 
May 30.

The nonprofit already operates a portable 
planetarium for its after-school and travel 
programs, but Hudgins said the new facility 
is a “fun vehicle for girls to learn STEM.”

“When girlstart 
came on the scene, 
we put the sparkle 
in STEM.”

—Julie shannan,  
Girlstart deputy director

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention • Dead Animal Removal 
Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Don’t lose any more sleep. Let us get them before they get you!

Animal Control

15% OFF
Limited Time Offer

We also specialize in Attic Clean-Up, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

ARE NOISES 
IN YOUR ATTIC 
DRIVING YOU 

NUTS? 
Start Your Summer 

Critter Free

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service
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city prepares for 
increased acL traffic

area homeless pet population swells

ROllINGWOOD Despite disagreements 
between Rollingwood Mayor Barry Bone 
and C3 Presents—producers of Austin City 
Limits Festival, Lollapalooza and more—
the city is still preparing to handle the 
increase in traffic for the 2013 ACL festival.

After the first year of the festival, Roll-
ingwood developed permitted parking in 
the few areas of the city choked by festival 
parking, Rollingwood Police Chief Dayne 
Pryor said.

The permitting worked, but as the popu-
larity of the event increased, Pryor said, 
more and more people were being dropped 
off in the city, and with no set guidelines, 
people were unloading and loading wher-
ever they could.

“It has become quite the sight,” Pryor 
said. “Kids would set up lemonade stands. 
People would stop and take pictures with 
the officers or with signs, but it just wasn’t 
as safe as it could be.”

Pryor said that despite minor setbacks, 
the parking and pedestrian traffic was 
manageable for the city and its staff, but last 
year an unexpected influx in traffic raised 
some serious concerns from both Pryor 
and Rollingwood City Council.

C3 hosts a number of meetings leading 
up to the festival to discuss any changes 
and to hear any concerns from neighbor-
hoods surrounding Zilker Park. At one of 
these meetings, Pryor learned that last year 
neighborhoods around Zilker closed off 
parking completely, forcing more traffic 
into Rollingwood.

“We had more cars [trying to park in 
Rollingwood] than ever before,” he said. 
“It caught us off guard ... We just couldn’t 
get enough people last minute to cover 

lEANDER/CEDAR PARk Animal 
euthanization is historically low at the 
Williamson County Regional Animal 
Shelter despite record-high intake rates. 

The shelter opened in 2007 to serve the 

cities of Cedar Park, Leander, Round Rock 
and Hutto as well as outlying areas of the 
county. WCRAS may soon need to expand 
or change its policies to keep pace with 
area growth, Director Cheryl Schneider 
said, or risk losing its no-kill status, which 
she describes as saving at least 90 percent 
of the animals that come through the 
facility.

This summer, Schneider is updating 
city councils and the Williamson County 
Commissioners Court on the shelter’s 
status and anticipated future needs. Each 
entity pays a percentage of WCRAS’ 
operating budget based on the number of 
animals it sent to the shelter the previous 
year. In 2012, WCRAS admitted 3,020 cats 

TOP STORIES

everything.”
Pryor also said the crowd last year was 

very rowdy, but it might have just seemed 
that way because of the number of attendees 
and the lack of officers working the event. 
The events of last year and the fact that ACL 
is expanding to two weekends this year were 
the driving forces for the changes the city is 
making to festival parking, Pryor said.

In a letter published in the Westlake 

and 4,454 dogs. 
“We’ve been here for six years, and 

despite more than a 30 percent increase in 
the shelter population, we still managed to 
save 90 percent or more of the animals that 
have come in for the last 2 1/2 years,” she 
said. “We are nationally recognized as hav-
ing a no-kill shelter in an open-admission 
environment, which is really difficult to do.”

No-kill intentions 
In 2007, about 60 percent of cats and 

25 percent of dogs entering WCRAS  were 
euthanized, Schneider said. However, since 
becoming director that year, Schneider 
said she has strived to implement a no-kill 
mission, although it is not required by any 
county or city policy. 

“If we continue in the same space we 

have currently, we are eventually going to 
get to a point where we can’t save them any 
longer, or we are going to have to start euth-
anizing for space issues, which currently we 
don’t do,” she said. “We only euthanize for 
behavior, aggression or medical reasons.”

Many area rescue groups with no-kill 
missions help bear the load of an expanding 
stray animal population. About 15 percent 
of WCRAS’ dogs and slightly more of its 
cats are rescued by nonprofit groups. Pri-
vate nonprofit rescue shelter Texas Humane 
Heroes, with a facility located in Leander, 
pulls at least 90 percent of its animals 
from various Central Texas municipal kill 
shelters, some with 50 percent to 90 percent 
euthanasia rates, Executive Director Ron 
Marullo said.
Full story by Emilie Boenig
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limiting city parking

rollingwood City Council and the 
rollingwood Police department have 
come up with a new parking layout for 
the city during the upcoming Austin City 
Limits Festival.

the new plan extends the permitted 
parking area, more than doubling the 
area of past years, and has a designated 
drop-off and pickup location. detour signs 
will help direct the flow of traffic to ease 
congestion.

the plan also has a designated pedestrian 
walkway and will have about five officers 
on duty at all times to monitor the area.
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source: rollingwood Police department
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Picayune on June 11, Bone said ACL has 
lost its sense of direction and purpose. 
Bone requested that C3 pay Rollingwood 
$150,000 for the six nights of “disruption” 
the event would cause the city, citing that 
Rollingwood received $25,000 for one night 
of inconvenience when the Rolling Stones 
performed in October 2006.

C3 responded with a letter of its own 
saying the mayor had not provided any 

information as to what the money would 
be used for or what costs Rollingwood was 
incurring to require such an amount.

Rollingwood City Council approved 
expanding permitted parking areas at its 
June 19 meeting. Rollingwood residents liv-
ing in the permitted parking areas are given 
four permits per house, and permits are not 
for sale to outside residents, Pryor said.
Full story by Kyle Webb
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BUSINESS BUSINESS

DININg DININg

ROUND ROCk Opened in 
March 2012, Westside Alehouse is 
one of Round Rock’s newer din-
ing and social gathering spots.

Featuring 51 beers on tap; a menu of 
American dining staples such as ham-
burgers and wings; and bar, dining and 
patio areas with dozens of large-screen 
televisions, Westside Alehouse was 
created to fill a void in Round Rock’s 
family-friendly, sports-themed restaurant 
options, Area Manager Eli Aviles said. 

“The idea was to do something different 
in Round Rock so that people wouldn’t 
have to go to Austin,” Aviles said. 

Westside Alehouse is the second 
local restaurant venture for owners 
Owen Reischman and Kathy Boyd, who 
founded the La Margarita Mexican res-
taurant in 1987. Aviles, who began work-
ing at La Margarita as a busboy nearly 20 
years ago, said the local ownership and 
close-knit group of employees at Westside 
Alehouse sets it apart from their larger, 
chain-restaurant competition. 

“We are a family restaurant, so we take 
pride in what we do—we are not corpo-
rate,” he said. “As far as the employees, 
we are like family.”

While the business caters to after-work 
gatherings and sports event clientele, it is 

also a friendly environment for families 
with children, Aviles said. Westside Ale-
house also features a large outdoor patio 
area with seating for more than 60 people 
that regularly hosts live music on Friday 
and Saturday nights. 

Aviles said he and the restaurant’s own-
ership are hoping to expand the restaurant 
to multiple locations in the near future.
Full story by JP Eichmiller

lAkE TRAvIS/lAkEWAy “Augustus 
took the jug back to the porch and placed 
his rope-bottomed chair so as to utilize 
the smidgin of shade he had to work 
with. As the sun sank, the shade would 
gradually extend itself across the porch, 
the wagon yard, Hat Creek, Lonesome 
Dove and, eventually, the Rio Grande.”

One of the opening lines in Larry 
McMurtry’s Western novel “Lonesome 
Dove,” the book that inspired owner Drew 
Gressett to name his restaurant Hat Creek 
Burger Co., encompasses what Gressett 
envisions his business becoming.

“We are striving to become a place 
where families can bring their kids, sit 
in a rocking chair and have a beer,” said 
Gressett, who opened the restaurant as a 
food trailer in 2008. “As we have evolved, 
we are focusing more and more on family. 
Every decision we have made in the last 12 
months is about what it does for our fam-
ily concept.”

The rocking chairs, along with picnic 
tables Gressett plans to use, are crafted 
by homeless men and women from the 
Mobile Loaves and Fishes Ministry.

Adults visiting the establishment can 
currently choose from a selection of 
bottled beers, but Gressett said the addi-
tion of a brewery at the West Lake Hills 

location will lead to draft beer bars at 
every Hat Creek restaurant.

Gressett said he began working with 
Strangeland Brewery after being intro-
duced through mutual friends, and the 
partnership is perfect for the West Lake 
Hills location.

“Craft beer is exploding right now,” 
Gressett said. “Eight months ago it wasn’t 
even on our radar, but now it’s something 
that we see as solidifying our culture.”
Full story by Kyle Webb

Westside alehouse Hat creek Burger co.

Full stories online at impactnews.com

GEORGETOWN From traditional 
to modern, Brook’s Western Wear, 
an upscale-style shop, aims to please 
the tastes of every customer. 

“The typical customer knows what they 
want,” General Manager Christopher 
Barfield said. “Our job is to find that or 
something comparable.”

The first incarnation of Brook’s was a 
women’s boutique in Salado. In December 
2011, the Brook’s in Georgetown opened as a 
Western wear store, and the Salado boutique 
transitioned to a Western store in 2012. 

Though Brook’s contains selections of 
belts, hats and purses, boots take over an 
entire wall and fill several shelves, and 
jeans fill the opposite wall. 

The store aims to offer traditional and 
urban tastes in both male and female styles 
among its most popular products, Barfield 
said, adding that tastes often change 
depending on the season—especially when 
it comes to boot styles.

In the summer, women go for taller 

lAkE TRAvIS/lAkEWAy The 
village of Kocsi, Hungary, is where 
carriages were first created, leading 
to the term “coach,” or a medium of 
transport. Today coach has taken on a 
broader definition to include an ath-
letic instructor or trainer, but for Chris 
Braden, co-owner of Train 4 The Game, 
the word covers both definitions.

“We define a coach as someone who 
takes a person of value from where they 
are to where they want to be,” Braden 
said. “Coaches in the olden days could 
only be afforded by people of royalty. They 
would take people of value from one place 
to another. We want everybody to have a 
coach. That is why this isn’t a gym where 
you just come in and start pumping curls. 
You are going to get the service of coach-
ing every time. If you come through our 
door, we value you and will take you from 
where you are to where you want to be.”

The one-on-one approach has been 
a part of Train 4 The Game since Kate 
Wright opened the gym in 2005, but 
Braden instituted a number of changes 
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3415 williams drive, ste. 150, Georgetown
512-863-5300
www.brookswesternwear.com
Mon.–sat. 9 a.m.–8 p.m., sun. noon–6 p.m.

3201 Bee Caves road, ste. 121, Austin
512-794-2800
www.train4thegame.com

1500 N. i-35, round rock
512-238-8438
www.westsidealehouse.com
sun.–Fri. 11 a.m.–midnight
sat. 11 a.m.–1 a.m.

Brook’s Western 
Wear

train 4 the game
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boots with more pointed toes, he said. 
“Anything you can wear with shorts or 

skirts,” Barfield said. “With boots, every 
year or so, people want a new pair.”
Full story by Audrey Spencer

after becoming co-owner in 2012.
“We could get people in great shape, but 

we would see the same injuries every year,” 
Braden said. “Pattern recognition told us that 
we had to find a better way or a different way.”
Full story by Kyle Webb
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5902 Bee Caves road, west Lake hills
512-296-2151
www.hatcreekburgers.com
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Get back to your life.
Get relief from your pain.

www.AustinPainAssociates.com 

512-416-PAIN (7246)

You don’t have time to be sidetracked by pain. Austin Pain Associates
understands, and more importantly, can help. We provide comprehensive,
state-of-the-art treatments to ensure you receive the most complete care
possible. We treat all types of pain, including:

• back pain
• neck pain

• arthritis
• sciatica

• headaches
• fibromyalgia

Now with 10 area locations including North and 
Northwest Austin

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.

100 % FREE

impactnews.com
Your source for local community news and information. And, as always, it’s...

Is your 
   getting out of hand?

“Honey-do” list

SPECIALIZING IN:

 Make Ready

 Maintenance Work
 Orders

 Security Light Check

 AC Filter Changes

 Plumbing

 Exterior Repairs

We can HELP with all of your 
maintenance needs.

Guaranteed Workmanship  |  Bonded & Insured  |  References Available
Residential & Commercial properties  |  25 years of experience

KENNEDY MAINTENANCE SERVICES
Call today! 512-413-7655 
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HoW mucH WAter Do you use?

sHoWers

LaunDrYfLusHes

running WAter

outsiDe WAter

fAmily of four

DisHes

four 10-minute showers in a day 
use about 160 gallons of water 
a day, 1,120 gallons a week and 

58,240 gallons a year.

four loads of dishes a week use 
about 63 gallons a week and 

3,276 gallons a year.

thirty minutes a day washing 
hands and brushing teeth uses 

about 60 gallons a day, 420 gallons 
a week and 21,840 gallons a year.

Watering the lawn once a week 
for 30 minutes uses about 357 

gallons a week and 18,564 gallons 
a year. 

ten toilet flushes in a day use 
about 40 gallons of water a day, 
280 gallons a week and 14,560 

gallons a year.

four loads of laundry a week 
use about 175 gallons a week 

and 9,100 gallons a year.

Visit 
www.austintexas.gov/watercon/calculator.cfm

to caLcuLate Your usage

Water
Continued from | 1

What actions are you taking to conserve water during the drought?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/nwa-poll

source: Austin water utility

WWW.TEXASSTEAKOUTONLINE.COM

JUST FOR ME!

$13.99
MEDIUM RIBEYE STEAK

BAKED POTATO
CRISP SALAD

FRESH BAKED ROLL

GLUTEN FREE

$17.99
2 GLUTEN FREE 

ANGUS BURGERS 
ASPARAGUS 

2 GREEN TEAS

Delivery.Pick up or Dine in.

9003 WATERFORD CENTRE BLVD #180  • 1 BLOCK NORTH OF BURNET ON THE 183 ACCESS ROAD • HOURS 11AM–10PM MON–THUR • 11AM–11PM FRI–SAT • 12PM–10PM SUN

ORDER ONLINE!

F O R  F R E S H  D E L I V E R Y  C A L L   512-258-7575

TWO SIRLOIN MEALS

$19.99
2 6OZ. SIRLOIN STEAKS

2 BAKED POTATOES
2 CRISP SALADS

2 FRESH BAKED ROLLS
(SUB LOADED BAKED POTATO $1.89)

Not valid with any other deal. Exp. 8/31/2013 Not valid with any other deal. Exp. 8/31/2013 Not valid with any other deal. Exp. 8/31/2013

$12 minimum for delivery

NOW OFFERING GLUTEN FREE 
ANGUS & TURKEY BURGERS!

new water supplies and encouraging conservation. Motal 
said that for residents to help conserve water, they should 
be aware of their watering restrictions and follow them. 
She advised residents also conserve as much water as pos-
sible and fix leaks.

“Water is a precious commodity, but we all need to be 
mindful that it also needs to be shared,” Motal said.

Daryl Slusher, assistant director at Austin Water Utility 
for environmental affairs, said that in general, a resident in 
Austin uses about 1,000–2,000 gallons of water indoors 
per month, depending on the age of plumbing fixtures 
and appliances. He said Austin Water customers can better 
understand how much water they use by looking at their 
bills. Simple steps such as reducing the amount of time a 
sprinkler is used by 2 minutes can reduce water usage and 
cost, usually with little effect on the landscape, Slusher said. 

Motal said that if each person in Austin reduced water 
usage by 1,000 gallons, it would make a big difference on the 
water supply. As Austin continues to grow, she encouraged 
residents to be conscious of water supply that will be needed 
in the future. 

“We—as this generation—need to be thinking about the 
next generation and what are we going to do to conserve, 
develop and pay for those new supplies of water so that even 
when we have a drought, we can get through it,” she said.

For more information about the state of the drought, see 
Page 8.  

Local restrictions and creative solutions
Since September 2012, the city of Austin’s watering restric-

tions have prohibited residents from washing their vehicles 
at home and from having fountains with a waterfall or spray 
greater than 4 inches.

City restrictions were revised after extensive public input 
and affected the once-per-week watering schedule. Water-
ing restrictions for residential and commercial properties 
depend on the property’s address and type of watering sys-
tem such as automatic sprinklers.

To enforce the city’s water restrictions, Slusher said Aus-
tin Water will start fining customers who violate watering 
restrictions. Under this new system, violators would receive 
a $75 fine per day for each witnessed violation.

To encourage residents to conserve water, the city of 
Austin offers rebates and programs. For example, an Aus-
tin Water residential customer could receive a rebate of $40 
when the customer purchases two water hose timers. The 
city also offers a landscaping rebate for removing grass that 
needs a great deal of watering.

Swapping water-loving plants for ones that need little 
or no water is one method of conservation used by some 
residents. Joyce Statz, a Northwest Austin Civic Association 

board member, said she is pleasantly surprised at the vol-
ume of Northwest Austin residents who are digging up their 
front lawns to replace grass with native plants that are more 
drought- and deer-resistant. 

“We’ve been promoting, through neighborhood seminars 
and educational materials, ideas for people about how they 
can improve the quality, if you will, of their landscapes with-
out using a whole lot of water and without putting in plants 
that don’t survive the wildlife or the drought,” Statz said.

NWACA is providing residents with information about 
where to find demonstration gardens in its newsletters.

Sheryl Williams, a Northwest Austin resident and certi-
fied master gardener since 2010, said she uses rainwater col-
lection barrels and ditches that she dug around the perim-
eter of her house to hold rainwater for plants that need more 
moisture. The ditches hold so much moisture that she does 
not have to irrigate, she said.

“It holds the water in the ditch, and my plants—because 
they are on top of the berm—they get moisture much longer 
than anywhere else because I am using the soil as my water 
collection system,” Williams said.

Master gardeners are certified and trained volunteers who 
help others garden in communities.

Williams said her philosophy is never to let any water leave 
her property, whether that be rain or drip water from her air 
conditioner. Although Austin might experience a shortage 
in rainwater, it is still possible to conserve it through collec-
tion, she said.

“If this isn’t the perfect climate for rainwater capture, then 
I don’t know what is,” Williams said.
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career fairs and at businesses such as IBM.
“It gives students the chance to meet an 

engineer who might not be someone they 
normally come in contact with,” she said. 
“Volunteers come from all walks of life: 
professionals, retirees, college students. We 
have a nice mix and a nice group age-wise.”

By using volunteers from the community, 
Molina said it demonstrates how the com-
munity cares about students.

“They’re silent heroes,” she said. “… It’s 
a great benefit to showcase their work and 
talents, and we hope to continue to culti-
vate that.”

at several North Austin schools such as Wal-
nut Creek Elementary School and Burnet, 
Dobie and Webb middle schools. APIE also 
provides a college-readiness program at 
Lanier High School and will start that pro-
gram at Anderson High School in the fall.

APIE Executive Director Cathy Jones 
said the demand is much greater because 
17 additional AISD schools have asked for 
the APIE programs. The nonprofit begins its 
big push for volunteers in late August when 
schools have their schedules set. She said 
they also need Spanish-speaking volunteers.

“We would love to expand, but we need 
more volunteers in order to do that,” she said.

APIE recruits volunteers from the com-
munity for its classroom coaching and 

step-up programs. For classroom coaching, 
volunteers tutor an entire classroom once 
a week to assist students in reading in sec-
ond and sixth grade and in math for eighth 
grade. Students are placed in groups of two 
or three based on their skill level. In the 
step-up program, teachers identify students 
who need extra help for mentoring three to 
five times per week.

Culture of learning
Principal Dora Molina from Burnet Mid-

dle School has seen firsthand how the APIE 
program not only boosts student learning 
but also focuses on the school’s emphasis of 
creating a culture of learning.

“The self-esteem of students definitely 
increases as they become more empowered 
with the skills they learn,” she said.

Tammi Powell, a second-grade teacher 
at Walnut Creek Elementary School, is a 
former APIE volunteer and now has the 
reading program in her dual-language class-
room. Her students first learn concepts in 
their native Spanish before translating that 

students served3,376
100 
716
973 

4,342
243
142
124

students served

classrooms supported

mentors matched with students

classroom coaches who provided 
weekly support in reading or math

volunteers screened and referred 
to AISD schools

seniors tutored to achieve college 
readiness

struggling middle school students 
who receive high-frequency tutoring 
to help close the achievement gap

high school students who met college 
readiness requirements because 
of one-on-one academic support

 APIE in AISD

apie
Continued from | 1

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

How to voluntEEr
visit www.austinpartners.org and click on the “volunteer” tab. Schedules will be 
posted in late August, and interested participants may then select a schedule and 
school. volunteers will need to commit to at least one hour a week for 24 weeks 
starting in october through early May.

Professional roofing services

Locally owned and operated

512.496.8432 • CCR-ROOFING.COM

$500 OFF
Your New Roof!

CALL OUR OFFICE NOW FOR DETAILS ON 
HOW TO SAVE $500.00* ON ANY NEW ROOF 
OF 2,000 SQ. FT. OR MORE.
Offer good for 15 days from when your final estimate 
is received. Limit one coupon per home or business. 
Roof must be 2,000 sq ft or greater. Must present 
this coupon at time of estimate. Expires 8/22/2013

School
Number 

of students 
served

Number of 
volunteers

Volunteer
hours

Burnet
Middle
School

Dobie
Middle
School

Webb
Middle
School

Walnut
Creek

Elementary
School

540 225

22 5 90

135 60

450 195

1,387

3,562

4,342

Austin Partners in Education has programs in several North 
Austin–area schools. the data below is for the 2012–13 school 

year and for classroom coaching and step-up programs. 
dobide and walnut Creek only have classroom coaching.

CommunIty Effort

“We would love to 
expand, but we need 

more volunteers in 
order to do that.”

—Cathy Jones, APie executive director

source: Austin Partners in education

knowledge into English. She said the APIE 
program allows students to learn concepts 
in a new model.

“They get to see that reading is important 
not just for [their] teachers here at school, 
but there are others in the community that 
really value reading as well,” she said.

The teachers see up close how their stu-
dents grow in knowledge. Teachers help 
break students into smaller groups based on 
their skill level so that every child has the 
opportunity to move up to the next level. 
Powell said APIE provides valuable aid 
because it is difficult for one teacher to pro-
vide the individual level of attention to every 
child that the APIE volunteers can provide.

“There’s a year’s worth of growth that you 
generally want to accomplish, and I think in 
this one semester, we’ve already seen a year’s 
worth of growth,” Powell said of her 2012–13 
class in April. “We’re predicting two years of 
growth in one year. That’s a reason why hav-
ing programs like APIE—it really does signif-
icantly impact our students’ reading levels.”

Measuring success
Molina said the schools don’t focus on 

whether students pass their State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness exams 
but rather measure the success of the pro-
grams in other ways, such as gauging 
whether a student’s confidence increased 
over the course of the program.

Jones said APIE surveys students before 
and after the program to assess confidence 
levels and engagement.

“You can’t forget about the progress made, 
that value added, and again, their attitude 
and engagement,” she said. “If [students] 
felt in the beginning of the year that they 
couldn’t do math, and at the end of the year 
they feel confident that they can do math, 
that’s huge.”

Jones said the programs have other bene-
fits such as increased attendance rates for stu-
dents who participate in an APIE program.

School/community partnership
Volunteer Nicole Kachelmeier is a pro-

grammer analyst in the research and devel-
opment department at National Instru-
ments. A teacher told her about APIE, 
and Kachelmeier joined the program last 
August, tutoring eighth-graders in math 

at Webb Middle School. She said she was 
drawn to the program because of her experi-
ence as a calculus tutor while attending The 
University of Texas.

Kachelmeier uses games to help stu-
dents understand the concepts. She said 
the smaller groups make it easier for the 
students to ask questions, and she could 
see how the students became more excited 
about math as the school year progressed.

“The volunteers want to be there and 
enjoy being there. The kids pick up on that,” 
she said.

APIE recruits volunteers from the com-
munity, screens them and provides them 
with training and a manual to use. Jones said 
APIE often recruits volunteers from college 
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Walnut Springs, Georgetown, Texas: A neighborhood reminiscent of another time when 
everyone knew each other, kids played ball in the street, and your home truly was your 
castle… Where you can spread out and enjoy your own space, where you can actually 

still see the stars at night, and where the sound of wind stirring the leaves in the trees does 
not get drowned out by car horns and traffi c. Spicewood Communities Signature Collection 
of semi-custom, single family homes includes a dozen unique fl oor plans with features such 
as hill country elevations with native stone and stucco, 8’ canterra front entry doors, 3 and 4 
bedrooms, a study, a game room, an attached guest casita, a private courtyard, 3 car garages 
covered porches, and custom-quality interior fi nishes, all available on at least 1 acre home 
sites. Model home is now open for touring… Come see what life in the country is all about!

GEORGETOWN
HOMES  ON  1 AC.  LOTS 

$360sFrom the 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: To visit the community from I-35; take exit 261 at Williams Drive in Georgetown, turn left over I 35 and proceed west to FM 3405 (N. Lake Road) then go left on FM 3405 (south) 
2 miles to Dakota Drive and entrance to community on left OR take 183 north from Austin/Cedar Park to FM 3405 and go right (east) 5.5 miles to Dakota Drive and entrance to community on right.

Copyright 2013 SDI Residential LLC

512-864-0022 MyWalnutSprings.com

Featured Neighborhood
Scofield Farms, 78727

Build-out year: 1985–2002

Builders: david Weekley Homes, Meritage Homes, 
Milburn Homes, Newmark Homes, Wilshire Homes

square footage: 928–4,500

Home values: $130,000–$352,000

Hoa dues (estimated): $0–$40 per month

schools: Austin iSd: Summitt Elementary School, 
Murchison Middle School and Anderson High School. 
Pflugerville iSd: Northwest Elementary School, Westview 
Middle School and John B. Connally High School.

Property taxes:

Austin Community College 0.095100 
City of Austin 0.502900 
Pflugerville iSd 1.540000 
Travis County 0.500100 
Travis County Central Health 0.078946

total (per $100 value) $2.717046

Market data provided by 
Patti Simon

Coldwell Banker United
512-913-4124

psimon@cbunited.com

REAl ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of July 16, 2013)

Featured homesOverview

annual home sales (July 2012–July 2013)

No. of homes for sale 7

No. of homes under contract 18

Average days on the market 11

No. of homes sold 71

Square footage (low/high) 998 / 3,402

Selling price (low/high) $118,000 / $300,000

Parmer

183

45
TOLL

1
TOLL

13035

w howard Ln.

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,100 sq. ft. $259,000
Agent: ivan Lim  512-743-2963

1914 Chasewood Drive

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,428 sq. ft. $289,500
Agent: Whitney Stockdale  512-796-7230

2204 Rodeo Drive

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,276 sq. ft. $255,000
Agent: Cynthia Maguire  512-657-4400

13521 Will Rogers lane

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 3,042 sq. ft. $299,900
Agent: dyron Taylor  512-791-7725

13404 Creole Cove

Ly
nd

se
y 

ta
yl

o
r



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com30

Recent Property listings
ZiP code Subdivision Address Bed/

Bath
Price  Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 Estates Brentwood 11201 Matisse Trail 5br/3ba $699,900  3,425 Julie Pratt Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-250-1540

78726 Grandview Hills 8412 denali Parkway, No. 2 4br/4ba $995,000  4,430 Betsy Gallagher RE/MAX 1 512-431-8265

78726 Painted Bunting 12121 Windy Ridge Road 4br/3ba $995,000  4,696 Colleen Sellars RE/MAX 1 512-971-0665

78727 Angus Valley 12010 W. Cow Path 3br/3ba $375,000  2,820 
Janette Friend-
Harrington

Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-844-3331

78727 Ashton Woods Condos 4245 Johns Light drive 3br/2ba $265,000  1,918 Rodney Rodriguez Keller Williams Realty 512-300-4445

78727 Milwood 12009 Trianon Lane 3br/2ba $265,000  2,562 Jessica Bruehl Keller Williams Realty 512-532-5005

78727 Milwood 5708 Shreveport drive 4br/2ba $177,900  1,429 Robert Griffice Keller Williams Realty 512-582-8100

78727 Scofield Farms 1712 Magazine St. 3br/2ba $167,900  1,932 Kent Redding Prudential Texas Realty 512-306-1001

78729 Estates at Hunters Chase 8216 Canola Bend 5br/3ba $415,000  4,170 Chuma Jerome One Percent Realty, a PLR Co. 512-423-5507

78729 Lake Creek Park 13021 Hymeadow Circle 3br/2ba $349,900  2,382 dan Seeds RE/MAX 1 512-656-8771

78729 Lake Creek Park 13405 Hymeadow Circle 4br/3ba $355,000  2,400 Eric Hegwer J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-712-5842

78729 Milwood 8017 Luling Lane 5br/3ba $335,000  3,316 Becky Thurman Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-771-8618

78750 Balcones Place Condo 9518 Topridge drive, No. 47 3br/2ba $230,000  1,615 Scott Aarvig Keller Williams Realty 512-913-1769

78750 Balcones Village 9001 Fairway Hill drive 3br/2ba $350,000  2,166 Lou Cartwright Avalar Austin 512-413-1657

78750
Courtyard Homes at Anderson 
Oaks Condo

11000 Anderson Mill Road, No. 124 3br/2ba $179,000  1,382 diane Kennedy Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-750-2950

78750 Jester Canyon Ridge 8417 Asmara drive 5br/3ba $639,000  3,154 Judy Bowen Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-422-7018

78750 Jester Point 7500 Clematis Cove 3br/2ba $420,000  2,441 Michael Scheffe Keller Williams Realty 512-532-5562

78750 Lakewood Condo 7205 Waldon drive, No. 210 2br/2ba $224,000  1,456 Lee Allbright Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-413-9520

78750 Park West Condo 10616 Mellow Meadows drive, No. 29B 2br/2ba $79,500  952 Chuck Jenner J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-851-3131

78750 Park West Condo 10616 Mellow Meadows drive, No. 49d 2br/1ba $69,999  796 Chuck Jenner J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-851-3131

78750 Pecan Park Garden Estates 12708 Venice Lane 3br/2ba $239,900  1,784 Kent Redding Prudential Texas Realty 512-306-1001

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 11301 Spicewood Parkway 3br/2ba $329,500  2,718 Cathy Trifiro Realty Austin 512-797-4917

78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek 10002 Pickfair drive 4br/3ba $580,000  3,256 Cory Culpepper Realty Austin 512-619-6009

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12203 Wallingstone Lane 3br/2ba $175,000  1,385 david Hall Private Label Realty 512-716-1876

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11414 Morning Glory Trail 3br/2ba $215,000  1,801 Kathy Chappell Pacesetter Properties 512-914-8859

78750 Woodland Village Anderson Mill 10301 Mourning dove drive 3br/2ba $239,900  2,374 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty 512-616-4100

78758 Edgecreek Condo 12166 Metric Blvd., No. 278 2br/2ba $72,000  887 Karen Staha Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-217-2435

78758 Edgecreek Condo 12166 Metric Blvd., No. 109 1br/1ba $57,000  516 Pennie Walters Keller Williams Realty 512-609-9318

78758 Edgecreek Condo 12166 Metric Blvd., No. 344 1br/1ba $69,825  657 Patti Simon Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-913-4124

78758 Gracywoods 11940 Bittern Hollow 4br/2ba $207,000  2,143 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-767-6787

78758 Macmora Cottages 10700 Macmora Road, No. 120 3br/2ba $189,950  1,303 Susan dudley Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-497-6332

78758 Quail Creek 9209 Quail Field drive 3br/2ba $196,500  2,060 Jill Leberknight Keller Williams Realty 512-294-7296

78758 Quail Creek West 10210 Oak Hollow Circle 3br/2ba $169,900  1,607 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 512-330-1047

78758 Quail Hollow 11000 Blossom Bell drive 3br/2ba $169,950  1,595 Robert Mello Keller Williams Realty 512-789-3332

78759 Arboretum Village Condo 11603 Ladera Vista drive, No. 22 2br/2ba $289,000  1,774 Carla Umlauf-Cheesar Realty Austin 512-567-1478

78759 Barrington Oaks 11710 Barrington Way 3br/2ba $225,000  1,447 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-767-6787

78759 Great Hills 6609 Lost Horizon drive 3br/2ba $399,900  2,300 Becky Griner Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-917-5712

78759 Great Hills 6004 Chictora Cove 5br/2ba $589,900  3,236 Laura Lokey Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-422-0958

78759 Oak Forest 7124 Vallecito drive 4br/2ba $348,000  2,496 George Kiefer Keller Williams Realty 512-970-0709

78759 Ridge at Balcones 8413 Saber Creek Trail 4br/3ba $330,000  2,298 Naila ismail Private Label Realty 512-422-4653

78759 Westover Hills 3905 Hyridge drive 3br/2ba $495,000  2,381 Eric Hegwer J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-712-5842

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil east
78750 Anderson Mill/McNeil west
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

1712 Magazine St.

8417 Asmara Drive

3905 hyridge Drive

10301 Mourning Dove Drive

REAl ESTATE

Market Data Market data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

512-454-7636
www.abor.comOn the market  (June 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale / Average days on the market

Price Range 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $150,000 - 3 / 144 3 / 34 6 / 39 14 / 41 7 / 13

$150,000–$199,999 - 7 / 8 34 / 41 5 / 18 9 / 49 1 / 7

$200,000–$299,999 -  10 / 12 21 / 31 10 / 16 6 / 18 13 / 17

$300,000–$399,999 12 / 11 6 / 26 3 / 137 14 / 21 2 / 226 10 / 84

$400,000–$499,999 4 / 16 1 / 3 - 7 / 8 - 10 / 14

$500,000–$599,999 1 / 234 - - 6 / 9 - 5 / 13

$600,000–$799,999 3 / 19 - - 5 / 16 - 7 / 50

$800,000–$999,999 1 / 77 - - - - -

$1 million + 2 / 125 - - - - -

Number of homes sold / Average price

Month 78726 78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

June 2013 18 / $356,875 38 / $245,503 41 / $221,713 44 / $372,816 27 / $164,767 60 / $337,428

June 2012 14 / $335,000 37 / $207,209 31 / $194,805 60 / $295,651 33 / $130,861 72 / $342,861

May 2013 16 / $379,750 22 / $215,400 31 / $200,752 50 / $361,314 24 / $152,247 63 / $376,950

April 2013 2 / $381,000 22 / $233,977 30 / $205,363 42 / $377,032 27 / $152,211 43 / $308,638

March 2013 14 / $407,500 18 / $255,300 30 / $219,319 19 / $258,639 25 / $149,466 41 / $329,715

February 2013 10 / $334,258 20 / $218,215 25 / $193,136 30 / $295,207 18 / $142,441 19 / $335,753

January 2013 8 / $346,250 14 / $195,586 11 / $195,110 33 / $256,317 16 / $119,739 29 / $329,511

december 2012 8 / $323,750 19 / $195,320 17 / $196,934 38 / $283,240 22 / $167,505 31 / $333,215

November 2012 10 / $372,500 14 / $192,657 19 / $192,924 21 / $272,386 18 / $144,450 35 / $297,514

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 7/1/13 and 7/15/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.®

11113 Research Boulevard     Austin, TX 78759     512-324-6000

SetonER.com is for minor emergencies only. If you are experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1.

SetonER.com

Powered by

Hold your place in line and reduce your wait time 

in the Emergency Room to 15 minutes or less.
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