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Steve Sexton | 25 
The Circuit of The Americas president 

discusses preparations for the  
U.S. Grand Prix in Austin  

impactdeals.com
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Find even more online at

More demand leads to new 
and expanded facilities

Enrollment, interest in area private schools surge

Downtown area typically receives bulk of bond funds

Public investment in Northwest Austin 
among lowest in city, analysis reveals

Summer camp students in Laura De Caceres’ classroom at the new location of 
Austin International School practice their French vocabulary through a game.

Big-ticket items in Northwest Austin in 2006 and 2010 bond packages

North Park  
Recreation Center$9.7M Malibu Apartments affordable  

housing complex$3M

By Sara Behunek 
The perception among some Northwest 

Austinites is that the City of Austin dis-
tributes its resources unevenly. An analysis 
of the 2006 and 2010 bond packages con-
ducted by Community Impact Newspaper 
shows this is true.

Of the $567 million in projects in the 2006 
package, 5 percent were located in North-
west Austin. Thirty-two percent—by far the 
largest allocation—were in the downtown 
area project coordination zone (see map on  
Page 13). A $90 million package solely for 
mobility projects that was approved in 2010 
devoted 68 percent of funds to Northwest 
Austin, while 32 percent—again the largest 
allocation—went downtown. 

Meanwhile, Northwest Austin is home 
to about 31 percent of the city’s population, 
according to the 2010 U.S. census.

Equity in 2012
Similar to a consumer charging an item 

to his or her credit card, municipalities sell 
bonds to pay for road and sidewalk repairs; 
improve city-owned facilities such as build-
ings, parks and pools; and buy land, among 
other investments.

As Austin City Council sorts through six 
proposed bond packages with the intent of 
placing one before voters in November, the 
geographic distribution of the projects has 
been under marked scrutiny. City staff will 
provide its own geographic analysis of past 
bond packages to City Council by Aug. 7. 

Asked why equity has been a particular 
focus during this bond cycle, Frank Fer-
nandez, chairman of a citizen task force 
that cobbled together two bond packages 
for council’s consideration, said, “I think 
it [was] really a recognition … that this 
city has a history of uneven, inequitable 
investment in infrastructure and in the 
neighborhoods.”

The task force recommended to City 

By Amy Denney
As parents seek options for 

their children’s education, North-
west Austin–area private schools 
are responding with new loca-
tions and additional classrooms. 
Three private schools are open-
ing their doors this fall in North-
west Austin, and Austin Interna-
tional School—an existing private 
school in Northwest Austin—relo-
cated to accommodate growing  
enrollment.

Bluebonnet School of Canyon 

Creek opened in June on RM 620 
and offers preschool through kin-
dergarten programs. Cornerstone 
Academy, a home-based private 
school located just south of Ander-
son Mill Road, opens in the fall and 
will have classes for upper elemen-
tary and middle school students. 
Schoolhouse Academy, also open-
ing this fall, will offer kindergarten 
through second-grade classes.

Many private schools in the area 
have experienced a nearly 10 per-
cent increase in enrollment in the 
last two school years, according 
to enrollment figures provided by 
some private schools.

In comparison, Austin ISD’s 
enrollment rose by 1.5 percent 
between the 2009–10  and 2010–
11 school years, the most recent 
data available, while Round Rock 
ISD expanded by almost 6 percent 
and Pflugerville ISD by 4.5 percent 
in the same time period.

Although some private school 
providers and parents said the 
increase in enrollment could be 
attributed to the implementation 
of the State of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness test and 
cuts to public education pro-
grams, Charles Evans, executive 
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Standardized test results, 
accountability ratings and attendance 
for Austin ISD and Pflugerville ISD

impactnews.com 

H&M opening at The Domain
The Swedish apparel and accessories 
retailer is planning to open its first Austin 
store in the former Z Gallerie space on 
Century Oaks Terrace

 Drunk Fish | 23
Sushi and authentic ramen are the 
specialties at this Arboretum eatery

Buck’s Bikes Super Store | 21 
Pete Buck made his childhood pastime a 

lifelong career
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Education FocusAUSTIN ISD

2011 TAKS results by grade

2011 TAKSresults by campus
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3rd
4th

5th

1  Cook
1511 Cripple Creek Drive

414-2510 1974 908 Academically Acceptable 96.6% 83% 88% 89% 90% 78% 95% 72% 62% 6

2  Davis
5214 Duval Road

414-2580 1992 1,992
Exemplary

28.7% 96% 95% 98% 98% 91% 93% 99% 92% 7  

3  Hill 
8601 Tallwood Drive

414-2369 1970 735
Exemplary

13.7% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 98% 99% 98% 7

4  McBee
1001 W. Braker Lane

841-2500 1999 757
Recognized

99.1% 90% 85% 86% 80% 91% 90% 84% 82% 6  

5  Summitt
12207 Brigadoon Lane

414-4484 1986 850
Recognized

46.8% 93% 95% 87% 81% 92% 96% 98% 96% 7  

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

2011 results
6th

7th
8th

6  Burnet
8401 Hathaway Drive

414-3225 1961 994 Academically Unacceptable 94.5% 71% 72% 65% 78% 65% 69% 73% 54% 8

7  Murchison
3700 N. Hills Drive

414-3254 1967 1,274 Academically Acceptable 26.8% 94% 92% 89% 88% 95% 93% 97% 92% 8  

HIGH SCHOOLS

2011 results
9th

10th
11th

8  Anderson
8403 Mesa Drive

414-2538 1973 2,089 Academically Acceptable 24.9% 94% 91% 95% 90% 90% 86% 97% 97%

9  Lanier
1201 Payton Gin Road

414-5214 1961 1,510 Academically Acceptable 87.7% 82% 68% 80% 54% 82% 69% 85% 87%

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

DISTRICT SCORES BY GRADE
2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Grade 3

Reading 91%

Math 90%

Grade 4

Reading 87%

Math 92%

Grade 5

Reading 87%

Math 87%

Grade 6

Reading 80%

Math 80%

Grade 7

Reading 82%

Math 79%

Grade 8

Reading 86%

Math 76%

Grade 9

Reading 88%

Math 71%

Grade 10

English language arts 88%
Math 77%

Grade 11

English language arts 93%
Math 91%

2010  –11 STATISTICS
State

District

Economically disadvantaged

59.2%
64.0%

Limited English proficiency (LEP)

16.9%
28.7%

Average annual salaries of teachers

$48,638 
$46,606

SUBJECT

State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Reading

90%
87%

88%

Math

84%
82%

84%

Writing

92%
90%

92%

Science

83%
79%

80%

Social studies

95%
93%

93%
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73

* State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test will eventually replace the TAKS test in all grades.
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The purpose of this map is to show boundary lines 

and general locations of Northwest Austin schools.

Austin ISD
1  Cook Elementary School2  Davis Elementary School3  Hill Elementary School4  McBee Elementary School5  Summitt Elementary School6  Burnet Middle School7  Murchison Middle School8  Anderson High School9  Lanier High School

Pflugerville ISD
10 Copperfield Elementary School11 Northwest Elementary School12 Parmer Lane Elementary School13 River Oaks Elementary School14 Westview Middle School School15 Connally High School School
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61%32% 6%

6%

9%

1%5% 3%6%

7%

8%

12%

13% 17%

6%

8%

Citywide

Downtown Area Project
Coordination Zone

Central East

Central West

Northeast

Northwest

Southeast

Southwest

Sidewalk connectivity$2.8M
Austin Travis County  
Integral Care center$2.3M

Northwest Recreation  
Center expansion$3.8M

Source: City of Austin

2006 and 2010 
BoNDS

$657M $400M*

Proposed 2012
BoNDS

*Compiled by Bond Election Advisory Task ForceSee Editor’s Note on Page 13

Geographic distribution of
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OUR GOAL WASN’T TO   

CHANGE THE  
WORLD  

OF CARDIOVASCUL AR CARE. IT  WAS TO CHANGE

THE LIVES OF OUR PATIENTS FOR THE BETTER.

TURNS OUT, WE DID BOTH.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.stdavidsheart.com

Introducing St. David’s Heart & Vascular—an unparalleled network of hospitals,  
institutions and cardiologists, all working together. Over 250,000 times a year we provide top-quality,  

compassionate cardiovascular care to patients—care they couldn’t get anywhere else.

St. David’s Medical Center  |  Heart Hospital of Austin  |  St. David’s Georgetown Hospital  |  St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center  |  St. David’s South Austin Medical Center  |  Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia Institute

Austin Heart  |  CardioTexas  |  Cardiovascular Specialists of Texas  |  Texas Heart & Vascular
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Sara Behunek 
Editor

sbehunek@impactnews.com

Lately, education news 
has been at the forefront 
of our coverage. We know 
this topic is important to 
you, too. I hear repeatedly 
from Realtors who special-
ize in Northwest Austin 

that the quality of public schools is often 
what draws buyers to the area. Private 
schools may soon be another motivator, 
as reporter Amy Denney found out while 
writing this month’s front-page story on 
the growth of such institutions in North-
west Austin. 

Three new area private schools will be 
opening their doors this fall, and a fourth 
is expanding so it has space for more 
students. Amy looked into what is driving 
this trend and dug up some numbers to 
give readers an idea of just how many stu-
dents in Austin attend private schools. 

But our education coverage doesn’t 
stop there.

I reported on progress in AISD’s plan 
to alleviate overcrowding in North Austin 
elementary schools (Page 8). 

We also have a special section on Austin 
and Pflugerville ISDs with updates on 
potential tax ratification elections in 
both districts (Page 17) as well as Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills 
scores, accountability ratings, enrollment 
statistics and feeder patterns. 

The latter may be especially useful 
information for readers who are look-
ing at real estate in one neighborhood or 
another and for whom the public schools 
are a deciding factor. Though as Amy 
learned, there are other options when it 
comes to education.
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821 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 411
Pflugerville, TX 78660 • 512-989-6808
www.impactnews.com

Publisher / Chief Executive Officer
John P. Garrett, jgarrett@impactnews.com

Associate Publisher
Claire Love, clove@impactnews.com

Northwest Austin

General Manager | Katherine Kennedy
Editor | Sara Behunek
Reporter | Amy Denney
Lead Designer | Jason Suarez
Account Executive | Courtney Moorman
Sales Associate | Annie-Lee Taylor
Staff Writers | JP Eichmiller, Joe Lanane, Joseph 
Olivieri, Rebecca Rose, Mitzie Stelte
Editorial Intern | Charlie Pearce

Editorial management

Executive Editor | Cathy Kincaid
Managing Editor | Shannon Colletti
Copy Editor | Andy Comer
Creative Director | Derek Sullivan
Ad Production Manager | Tiffany Knudtson

Administrative management

Chief Operating Officer | Jennifer Garrett
Chief Financial Officer | Darren Lesmeister
Business Director | Misty Pratt
Circulation & Operations Manager | David Ludwick

About us

John and Jennifer Garrett began Community 
Impact Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas, 
with a mission to provide intelligent, unbiased 
news coverage with a hyperlocal focus. Now, with 
12 markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/
Fort Worth metro areas, the paper is distributed to 
more than 750,000 homes and businesses.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions to our other editions are available for 
$3 per issue. Visit impactnews.com/subscription.

Contact us

Press releases | nwanews@impactnews.com
Advertising | nwaads@impactnews.com
Comments | nwafeedback@impactnews.com 

M • E • D • I • A
I N C O R P O R A T E D

©2012 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
portion of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

 21 Business  
  Buck’s Bikes Super Store 

23 Dining 
  Drunk Fish

 25 Coffee With Impact  
  Steve Sexton, Circuit of The Americas  
  president

 27  Feature Neighborhood 
  Canyon Creek

28  Real Estate

News

Features

Dallas, not Austin, to be location of 
satellite U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/northwest-austin

“Thank goodness, Austin doesn’t need more government 
employees.”

—Hank Naizer

Connect Online

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/nwa-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_nwa

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

Reader Poll
Do you agree with high-stakes testing for public 
school students?

No, high-stakes testing takes the joy out of learning

55%
Yes, but I disagree with test results counting for 15 percent 
of students’ grades

27%
Yes, students need “skin in the game” to perform at their 
highest potential

9%
Other

6%
Yes, but students should only have to pass some tests to 
graduate

3%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 6/22/12–7/17/12

austincc.edu 

Classes start August 27. APPLY NOW.

Austin Community College
Community Impact
4.9167x2.94, 1/8 color
Runs June 2012

THERE.
GET

START
HERE.

258-PLUG (7584) 

www.plugandplayaustin.com

Now open in your neighborhood

Flexible
work space 

for you

Hourly care 
for your kids 

age 0-5

The work-life solution is here!

Introductory rates available. 
Call us to discuss a 

package to fit your needs!
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a microwave and refrigerator available 
in each. Other amenities include hot 
breakfasts, an exercise room, indoor pool, 
laundry facilities and a park. 828-7272, 
www.sleepinn.com/hotel-austin-texas-
TXD85

12  Mieka Everston opened Hard Candy 
Heels and Lingerie on April 23. Located 
at 1739 W. Anderson Lane, the shop 
specializes in high-heeled shoes and 
lingerie. 452-2323, 
www.hardcandyaustin.com

Coming Soon

13  Shiney Cherian, Sonia Arora and 
Nutan Jagdish plan to open the first Austin 
location of Naanfull Indian Grill at 11101 
Burnet Road, Ste. A130, in the Austin 
Commons Shopping Center. The fast food–
style eatery will serve Indian wraps, salads 
and curry dishes with a choice of chicken, 
beef, and lamb or vegetarian meals.  
835-6226, www.naanfull.com

14  A ninth Austin-area location of 
Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf is scheduled to 
open in fall or early winter in the Trails 
at 620 shopping center, 8300 RM 620. 
The location will have an oatmeal parfait 
station and drive-thru. Menu items will 
include pastries and artisan sandwiches in 
addition to coffee and tea.  
www.coffeebeantexas.com

15  Elevation Burger is taking over the 
former Terra Burger located at 10611 
Research Blvd., for a drive-thru only 
facility. Elevation Burger is scheduled to 
open Sept. 1 and will serve the eatery’s full 
menu, which includes organic, grass-fed 
beef and hand-cut fries fried in olive oil.  
www.elevationburger.com

16  The third Austin store of Snap Kitchen 
is scheduled to open in late summer at 
10001 Research Blvd. between Target and 
Golfsmith. Snap Kitchen sells prepared 
meals using local, organic ingredients, 
salads, juices and diet-friendly desserts. 
The flagship location is at The Triangle. 
www.snapkitchen.com

17  Another location of Verts is scheduled 
to open in mid-September at 11521  
RM 620 next to Torchy’s Tacos. Verts sells 
Berlin-inspired doner kebabs, which are 
beef, lamb or chicken stuffed in a pita. 
Verts has two locations in downtown 
Austin on Guadalupe Street.  
www.vertskebap.com

Cornerstone Academy, a home-based 
private school, is scheduled to open in 
the fall just south of Anderson Mill Road. 
Classes will be offered for fourth- through 
eighth-grade students and will be geared 
toward children with learning disabilities 
such as dyslexia or mood disorders. Ann 
Marie Hicks is the director. 409-363-0670
www.cornerstoneacademyaustin.com

Now open

1  Dr. Thomas Payne opened St. David’s 
Specialized Women’s Services, located at 
12221 Renfert Way, Ste. 220, in June. He 
offers comprehensive general gynecology, 
menopausal medicine, da Vinci robot-
assisted surgery and mammography 
services. 719-5224, www.stdavidssws.com

2  Simplicity Laser Hair Removal 
opened May 21 inside the Balanced Health 
and Beauty medical spa, 13343 N. US 
183, Ste. 230. Simplicity uses different 
lasers depending on skin type and offers 
memberships for full-body hair removal. 
1-800-559-9138, www.simplicitylaser.com

3  A second location of Dela Tile opened 
the last week of June at 12034 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 2. Dela Tile sells granite, kitchen 
cabinets, wood floors, travertine, and 
ceramic and porcelain tiles for the home. 
371-3227, www.delatile.com

4  Women’s boutique Trendy Avenue 
opened June 11 at 14010 N. US 183, Ste. 
525, in the Homestead Shopping Center. 
Owner Hannah Archibald sells apparel, 

shoes, purses and accessories, including 
Hello Kitty items, for women and girls. 
219-9621

5  Thao Pham opened Anderson Day 
Spa in July at 8516 Anderson Mill Road, 
Ste. 103. The spa provides manicures, 
pedicures, spray tans and hair extensions. 
250-9560

6  Avionn Home Health opened a new 
branch at 12741 Research Blvd.,  
Ste. 401, on April 2. Avionn offers 
nonmedical care services for seniors and 
adults with disabilities. Services are offered 
24 hours a day and includes housekeeping. 
The company is headquartered in San 
Antonio. 331-0049,  
www.avionnhealthcare.com

7  Tina Downton opened The Diva’s 
Closet on June 21 at 11521 RM 620,  
Ste. 275, in the Plaza Volente Shopping 
Center. The resale boutique offers high-end 
consignment for women and has a section 
for juniors and children. Brands include 
Gucci, Bebe, Fendi and Janie and Jack. 
433-6643, www.thedivasclosetaustin.com

8  On July 5, Michael Moen opened 
Achieve Academy of Martial Arts, 11521 
FM 620, Ste. 550, where he offers martial 
arts classes for adults and children. He has 
been teaching martial arts since 1990 and 
said he is planning more locations in the 
Northwest Austin and Cedar Park areas. 
215-0319, www.achievema.com

9  Amy Braden opened co-working 
facility Plug & Play on June 11 at 13343 N. 
US 183, Ste. 200. Plug & Play offers custom 
workspaces, child care for children up to 
age 5, conference room rentals and Parents 
Night Out events. 258-7584,  
www.plugandplayaustin.com

10 Stompin Grounds Bar & Grille 
opened in May at 9112 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. B100, in the former Señoritas 
Cantina. The menu features burgers, 
pulled-pork sandwiches and daily happy-
hour specials. The restaurant has a patio, 
foosball table and flat-screen TVs.  
258-3663

11  Sleep Inn & Suites opened June 1 at 
14004 Owen Tech Blvd., near I-35 and 
Howard Lane. The hotel has 55 rooms with 
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Under Construction

18  Nonprofit advocacy organization 
Disability Rights Texas started 
construction June 26 on its new 
headquarters at 2214 W. Braker Lane. The 
nonprofit will be moving from 7800 Shoal 
Creek Blvd., Ste. 171-E. The one-story, 
22,300-square-foot facility is scheduled to 
open early next year. 454-4816,  
www.disabilityrightstx.org

19  A Chase Bank is under construction 
on MoPac near 11800 Domain Drive. The 
branch is scheduled to open the first week 
of October, and 13 bankers will assist with 
investments and mortgage loans. Self-
service machines will allow customers to 
make deposits and withdrawals without 
the assistance of a teller. www.chase.com

Expansions

20 Dream Bakery, 9422 Anderson Mill 
Road, recently completed renovations that 
added a retail portion offering baking 
supplies and space for instruction. Classes 
will range from beginner-level baking 
to more advanced techniques. A grand 
reopening celebration is planned for  
Aug. 11. 219-1235, www.dreambakery.com

21  Microchip technology company 
Calxeda expanded its office on the fourth 
floor of 7000 N. MoPac, Ste. 250, by 3,000 
square feet. The company plans to grow 
from about 50 people to more than 100 by 
the end of the year. Calxeda develops low-
power servers for data centers. 582-5100,  
www.calxeda.com

Relocations

22 True Results, a surgical weight-loss 
clinic, relocated its office June 11 from 4201 
W. Parmer Lane, Bldg. C, Ste. 150, to 12007 
Technology Blvd., Ste. 210. The clinic 
specializes in the lap-band procedure and 
has been in Austin for five years. True 
Results’ headquarters is in Richardson, 
Texas. 610-1660, www.trueresults.com

23  On June 15, Hey Cupcake! moved its 
Braker Lane trailer at 10710 Research Blvd. 
one block north to 10931 Research Blvd., 
near Chick-fil-A. A spokesperson said the 
new location has better accessibility.  
476-2253, www.heycupcake.com

24  Marakesh Cafe & Grill is relocating 
after closing its location at 906 Congress 
Ave. The new location will be at 3301  
Steck Ave., Ste. 106.

25  On April 16, Affordable Electronics 
relocated to 7212 McNeil Drive, Ste. 206, 
from 10700 Anderson Mill Road,  
Ste. 130. The business repairs TVs no 
longer under warranty and has been 
servicing the area for more than 17 years. 
Affordable Electronics accepts Sony, 
Samsung, Mitsubishi and Panasonic 
brands. 249-7100

Name Change

26 On June 26, AMLI at Scofield Ridge, 
2601 Scofield Ridge Parkway, became 
Scofield Park at Austin. Management of 
the apartment complex transferred from 
AMLI to Fairfield Residential, which plans 
to perform minor renovations. Scofield 
Park has 486 one- to three-bedroom 
apartments, two pools and two fitness 
facilities. 733-2200,  
www.scofieldpark-apts.com

Closings

27  Bistrot Mirabelle, 8127 Mesa Drive, 
Ste. A100, closed June 26, and owner 
Brian O’Neill will spend the next couple 
of months coming up with a new concept, 
menu and name for the restaurant before 
reopening, spokeswoman Lisa O’Neill said. 

28 On June 26, the Dollar General 
location at 8650 Spicewood Springs Road, 
Ste. 132, closed.

29 Ivy’s Deli, 8650 Spicewood Springs 
Road, Ste. 117, recently closed. A Round 
Rock location opened in April at 201 
University Oaks Blvd. 574-4608

Michael Moen opened Achieve Academy of Martial Arts on July 5 in the Plaza Volente Shopping Center. 
Moen developed his own program and has trained more than 2,000 students to become black belts.

8

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

Recent renovations at Dream Bakery added a 
retail portion and space where customers can take 
baking classes.

Executive Director Mary Faithfull completes the 
first dig June 26 at the new site for Disability 
Rights Texas, an advocacy group for people with 
disabilities.

2018

Co-working facility Plug & Play opened in June in 
the Anderson Arbor Shopping Center. The custom 
workspace offers child care.

9
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A second location of Dela Tile opened in June, 
offering kitchen cabinets, granite, wood floors, 
travertine and tile for the home.
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“Quality dance education for children
& adults since 1970”

Registration info at:
www.smsdance.com  •  (512) 345-1284

“Dance Studio Moving Near
Your Neighborhood!”

Coming Fall 2012
New location in Plaza 183 (183 & Anderson Mill) Shop and/or consign with us!

WE PAY CONSIGNORS 
40% OF FINAL 
SELLING PRICE.

512.252.0101

Grand Avenue Pkwy.

Central 
Commerce Dr.

35

www.pleatconsignment.com

WOMEN’S CLOTHING | SHOES | ACCESSORIES

1615 Grand Avenue Pkwy., Ste. 104, Pflugerville, TX 78660

Compiled by Amy Denney



6 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

Job # 659.1.BLB.11  •  Job Title: Full Page Ad
Publication: Community Impact Newspaper  •  Colors: CMYK
Bleed: NA  •  Trim: NA  •  Live: 10 x 12.25
Date due to Pub: 5/11

What a difference three days make.
At Blue Baker, our artisan baking process takes three days. It’s a process that requires small 

batches, traditional techniques and simple, honest ingredients to craft remarkably fl avorful 

bread. Stop by our artisan bakery café for pastries. Sandwiches. Soup. Salads. Stone-oven 

pizza. And, of course, our made-from-scratch breads. Learn more about artisan baking at 

bluebaker.com. And while you’re there, download our daily specials calendar. 

Open daily 7AM–10PM    10000 Research Blvd.    Free Wi-Fi    bluebaker.com
Delivery and catering for groups large and small: 512.346.BLUE

NOW OPEN

IN THE ARBORETUM
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CALENDAR

22–26 Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey circus
The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey circus 
presents Fully Charged, a show with daredevil 
acts, stunts and performances. All ages are 
welcome. Wed.–Fri. 7:30 p.m., Sat.–Sun. 
multiple showings. $15–$80. Frank Erwin 
Center, 1701 Red River St. 477-6060.  
www.texasboxoffice.com

Sponsored by

Submit Northwest Austin events at www.impactnews.com/
austin-metro/northwest-austin

For more Northwest Austin events visit www.impactnews.
com/search/event/northwest-austin-events

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

Aug. 19
By Sara Behunek

Capital Confectioners Club, a nonprofit organization dedicated to the art of cake decorating 
and confections, hosts its annual fundraising event featuring vendors, demonstrations and 
other entertainment.

This year, the keynote demonstrator is Alan Dunn, an expert in creating botanically accurate 
sugar flowers.

“It’s been over a decade since he’s taught in Texas, so we’re thrilled to be hosting him at our 
event this year,” Capital Confectioners Club president Kyla Myer said.

Other demonstrators include Yvette Humbert, Dawn Parrott, Kathleen Lange and Lorraine 
McKay. The theme is holidays.

Proceeds go to the organization’s other annual event, a cake show that is held the last 
weekend in February called That Takes the Cake. 

Admission is $45 before Aug. 2 and $50 thereafter, and includes demonstrations, a 
continental breakfast and catered lunch. Register online at http://dos.capitalconfectioners.
com/registration.php. 

The event is 8 a.m.–5 p.m. at Connally High School, 13212 N. Lamar Blvd. Demonstrations 
start at 8:30 a.m. For more information, call 698-6642 or visit www.capitalconfectioners.org
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Janet Rosebeary, a demonstrator at last year’s Capital Confectioners Club Day of Sharing and owner of 
Rosebeary’s Designs in Baking in Oklahoma, crafts an edible brige-and-groom wedding cake topper.

Capital Confectioners’ Day of Sharing6 Book signing
The University of Texas graduate Jay Lefevers 
signs copies of his new memoir, “Cancer on 
the Brain: One Man’s Journey of Baseball, 
Business, and Beating the Odds.” The book 
is about the trials Lefevers experienced trying 
to grow a business and coach a Little League 
baseball team, all while fighting brain cancer. 
6:30 p.m. Free. Barnes and Noble, 10000 
Research Boulevard, Ste. 158. 418-8985. 
www.barnesandnoble.com

7 ‘Where the Wild Things Are’
The Austin Public Library North Village branch 
shows Spike Jonze’s 2009 movie “Where 
the Wild Things Are” based on the children’s 
book by Maurice Sendak. The event includes 
a brief conversation about different cinematic 
elements and styles as well as demonstrations 
of techniques in filmmaking. 3 p.m. Free. 2505 
Steck Ave. 974-9960.  
http://library.austintexas.gov

Worth the trip

9 Hill Country Galleria’s Wine Walk
The event is a wine and social gathering to get 
to know the businesses in the Galleria while 
discovering wines from all over the world. 
The walk begins at Twin Liquors Marketplace, 
3925 Market St., Bee Cave. 6–9 p.m. Free. 
Hill Country Galleria, 12912 Hill Country Blvd. 
263-0001. www.hillcountrygalleria.com

10 Teen Night at El Salido Pool
Featuring music, food, water volleyball, raft 
races and other contests, teen night is a 
chaperoned event for children ages 12–17. 
8:15–10 p.m. $5. 11500 El Salido Parkway. 
258-4104. www.amld.org

10–18 Austin Fashion Week
Among the week’s activities are nearly 100 
showcase events throughout the city  
Aug. 11–14. Apparel and accessories 
collections debut at the Driskill Hotel during 
the runway presentations and marketplace 
Aug. 15–17. The week closes Aug. 18 with the 
Austin Fashion Awards at Austin Music Hall. 
$40–$85 (individual events), $250 (all access 
badge), $600 (VIP). Locations vary. 535-1801. 
www.fashionweekaustin.com

11–12 Beginning Sewing Clinic
The Clothing Hospital teaches sewing basics. 
Day one teaches how the sewing machine 

works, and day two teaches how to sew from 
a basic pattern. Reservations are required; 
attendees are encouraged to bring their own 
sewing machine. 9 a.m.–noon. $100. Clothing 
Hospital, 4631 Airport Blvd., Ste. 119.  
693-7553. www.spinsta.net

17–19 State sales tax holiday
Texas shoppers get a break from state and 
local sales taxes during the state’s annual 
tax holiday. Layaway plans may also be used 
toward the sales tax holiday. As in previous 
years, the law exempts from sales and use 
taxes most clothing, footwear, school supplies 
and backpacks priced less than $100, which 
could save shoppers about $8 on every $100 
they spend. www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/
taxpubs/tx98_490/tx98_490.html

21 Welcome party
Concordia University Texas hosts its annual 
welcome party for students and community 
members. The event features food, live music, 
refreshments, door prizes and booths where 
attendees learn about organizations and clubs 
on campus as well as area businesses and 
churches. 4–7 p.m. Free. Concordia University 
Texas, 11400 Concordia University Drive.  
313-4307. www.concordia.edu

July

28 Try it On
Designed to encourage women of all ages, 
sizes and fitness levels to try a new exercise 
activity, Try It On has classes in belly dancing, 
Zumba, yoga, Pilates, CrossFit and more 
taught by Austin instructors. A healthy happy 
hour follows the event. 9 a.m.–6:30 p.m. $35. 
Westin Austin at The Domain, 11301 Domain 
Drive. 284-1510. http://tryitonevents.com

28 Kids’ day
Countryside Nursery hosts kids’ day with 
gardening classes for children, a tour of 
the butterfly garden, lessons on bugs, face 
painting and more. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. 13292 
Pond Springs Road.  249-0100.  
www.countrysideaustin.com

29 Indoor triathlon
The Northwest Family YMCA hosts an indoor 
triathlon and fundraiser with 10 minutes of lap 
swimming, 20 minutes of stationary bicycle 
riding and 15 minutes on the treadmill. All of 
the proceeds go toward the YMCA of Austin 
Partner of Youth Campaign. 8–11 a.m. $10 
(adults), $5 (ages 12–18). 335-9622.  
www.austinymca.org

August

4 Austin Ice Cream Festival
The annual family and pet-friendly festival 
at Fiesta Gardens features free cold treats, 
games, live entertainment and contests, 
including an ice cream eating contest. 
The festival benefits local charities and 
organizations. 10 a.m.– 7 p.m. $10 admission. 
2102 Jesse East Segovia St. 974-6797.  
www.icecreamfestival.org

Online Calendar
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EDUCATION

By Sara Behunek
Austin ISD officials are scoping out a 

former lighting manufacturer located on 
West Rundberg Lane near Metric Boule-
vard as the location of a new elementary 
school. If all looks right, the district could 
close a deal by early 2013. 

“We are in the feasibility period, when 
the buyer studies the property to deter-
mine if they want to move forward with 
the purchase,” said Paul Turner, executive 
director of AISD’s office of facilities.

Though the school wouldn’t open 
until the 2014–15 school year, it would 
provide much-needed relief to Cook and 
Wooldridge elementary schools, which 
are at 218 percent and 202 percent capac-
ity, respectively. Turner approximates 
that as many as 800 children between 
pre-K and fifth grade could attend the 
new school.

AISD would purchase the 27,000-square-
foot building at 2011 W. Rundberg Lane, 
previously occupied by Acuity Brands 
Lighting Inc., using money from the 2008 
bond. Turner said the district has about 

Austin ISD mulls real estate  
for new NW elementary school
Facility would ease overcrowding, officials say

$27.5 million to buy the land and refurbish 
the building. The Travis Central Appraisal 
District places the value of the land and 
18-year-old building at $3.8 million.

The district would also budget 
$300,000–$400,000 to purchase instruc-
tional material and hire staff who could 
not be transferred from other schools. 
Staffing costs would go toward hiring a 
principal, librarian and cafeteria workers.

“Usually what happens in a situation 
like this, you’ve already got most of the 
teachers because you’ve got the kids that 
[those teachers] were serving,” Turner 
said.

If AISD buys the building, it would be 
the first facility the district attempts to 
refurbish. AISD has always built schools 
from the ground up, but with unde-
veloped land scarce in North Austin, 
Turner said adaptive reuse, or renovating 
existing buildings, could become more 
commonplace.

“We are going to have the opportunity 
in that area to do more of these, particu-
larly if the enrollment up there continues 

to increase,” he said. 
City of Austin population projections 

estimate that 168 more elementary-age 
students will be in the current Cook and 
Wooldridge school zones by the 2016–17 
school year.

The district is also in the process of 
building another elementary school on 

East Rundberg Lane near North Lamar 
Boulevard that also could house up to 800 
students and is scheduled to open in the 
2013–14 school year. 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

AISD overcrowdingor
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The City of Austin Watershed Protection Department 
recognizes the following Clean Water Partners for running 
clean shops to reduce pollution in our creeks and lakes.
Look for the Clean Water Partners logo to identify those 
businesses that go the extra mile to protect the environment.
To become a partner with the City or to get more information, 
call 974-2550 or visit our website at: www.austintexas.gov/
department/austin-clean-water-partners
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OUR CLEAN WATER PARTNERS:
Advanced Automotive and Tire
7528 Burnet Road • 454-3454

Arbor Car Wash and Lube
10401 Jollyville Road • 346-8050

Arboretum Auto Service
12108 B Roxie Drive • 343-8393

Auto Gate Austin
435 Industrial Boulevard • 444-4283

B&B Muffl er & Automotive Service 
Center
3000 S. Lamar Blvd • 447-5581

Ben’s Workshop
410 Pressler Street • 472-5555

Brake Check # 17
205 E. Ben White Boulevard • 448-1221

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E2
2500 W. Palmer Lane • 388-6060

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E3
6412 S. I35 • 442-9388

Caliber Collision Centers
8735 N. Lamar Boulevard • 836-0000

Caliber Collision Centers
6222 Manchaca Road • 443-2244

Capitol Chevrolet
6200 S. I35 • 444-8888

Capital Metro
2910 E. 5th Street • 389-7411

Capital V Connection
4201 S. Congress Avenue • 441-1334

Champion Toyota
4800 S. I35 • 440-4500

Charlie and Ann’s Exxon
5400 Balcones Drive • 452-5422

East First Grocery
1811 E. Cesar Chavez Street • 477-0988

Ellis & Salazar Garage & Body Shop
4501 S. Congress Avenue • 444-5555

E-Z Food Store #5
6400 S. 1st Street • 447-5825

Flamingo Automotive
3512 Guadalupe Street • 459-9917

Goodyear Auto Service Center
907 E. 41st Street • 459-6554

Great Hills Automotive
5346 Thunder Creek Road • 795-2995

Infi niti of Austin
8140 Burnet Road • 453-0660

Jiffy Lube #2926
3704 Spicewood Springs Road • 345-
1274

Joe Angell Automotive Service
4222 S. 1st Street • 444-6721

Lamb’s Tire & Automotive Center #4
3564 Far West Boulevard • 345-6600

Leonard Johnson’s Garage & Muffl er 
Center
4401 S. 1st Street • 445-2892

Lexus of Austin
9910 Stonelake Boulevard • 343-3400

Marks American Car Care
6303 Cameron Road • 459-1486

Maxwell Ford
5000 S. I35 • 443-5000

Mazda South
4506 S. I35 • 462-3131

Mopac Auto Service Inc.
3500 Hyridge Drive • 346-0438

Redline Automotive & Marine
4705 Weidemar Lane • 441-0416

Rising Sun Japanese Auto Service
2714 Foster Lane • 453-6292

Swedish Auto Service
11008 N. Lamar Boulevard •  836-0022

Travis Engine Cente
2406 Hidalgo Street • 476-6837

Zimmer’s Auto Shop
2313 Thorton Road #C • 445-6731
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TRANSPORTATION

By Amy Denney
Capital Metro signed an agreement 

June 29 with Simon Property Group LP 
and Endeavor Real Estate Group to pro-
vide public transportation through The 
Domain that could start in January. 

A bus stop may be located on Esperanza 
Crossing, about 300 feet east of Domain 
Drive near the Westin Hotel, Capital 
Metro spokeswoman Misty Whited said. 

The proposed stop would be part of the 
rail connector Route 466, which departs 
the Kramer MetroRail station and makes 
stops at The University of Texas’  
J.J. Pickle Research Campus and Austin 
Community College’s Northridge campus 
on Metric Boulevard.

The transit organization has three routes 
in addition to Route 466 that run close to 
the perimeter of The Domain, but none 
that provide service within the shopping 
complex. 

Celia Israel, president of the Alliance 
for Public Transportation, said the non-
profit organization started a petition of 
support for public transportation inside 
The Domain, and the petition got about 
350 signatures. 

Israel said it was “heartbreaking” to see 
shoppers with arms full of bags waiting 
on the south side of Braker Lane for a bus, 
knowing the street is not safe to cross. 

“Us putting a little bit of attention on it 
helped reassure both parties that this was a 
good agreement,” she said.

The only drawback to the proposed stop, 
Israel said, is that the rail connector Route 
466 only runs Monday through Friday, but 
as the development fills in, more lines and 
stops could be added.

Bus route through The Domain  
approved; service to start in 2013

Capital Metro and Endeavor attempted 
to work out an agreement for service a few 
years ago, Capital Metro service planner 
Roberto Gonzalez said. 

“We didn’t at the time come to an agree-
ment, but then we started discussions back 
up in May,” Gonzalez said.

He said the recent agreement has opened 
the doors for additional stops in the future 
as Endeavor continues developing the 
property, although there are no plans as to 
where those stops would be located.

“This [agreement] is kind of breaking the 
ice,” Israel said.

Endeavor said it intends to build another 
phase of retail, residential, office and com-
mercial property near the Whole Foods 
Market, now under construction at The 
Domain and slated to open in spring 2013. 

As The Domain continues to be devel-
oped, mobility within the site will continue 
to improve, as developers are required to 
put in sidewalks. 

Additionally, the City of Austin recently 
completed a multi-use trail that starts at 
Metric Boulevard and Kramer Lane, meets 
up with the Kramer MetroRail station and 
ends at Burnet Road across the street from 
Esperanza Crossing.

When proposing a route change or 
additional stop to a route, the Capital 
Metro board of trustees must hold a 
public hearing for residents to weigh in. 
Whited said Capital Metro will set a pub-
lic hearing for The Domain bus stop for 
August or early September.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Capital Metro The Domainor

Capital Metro may put a 
new bus stop at Esperanza 
Crossing near Domain Drive 
inside The Domain.

Braker Ln.

Esperanza Crossing

Brockton Dr.
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Existing and potential Capital Metro
bus stops near The Domain

Kramer 
station

Kramer Ln.

More stops could be added as complex grows

In the next four years, the Universal Recycling Ordinance 
will require all Austin properties to recycle.

www.austintexas.gov/commercialrecycling

Multifamily residential properties 
with 75 units or more

Commercial office buildings 
100,000 square feet or larger

OFFICE PAPER PLASTICS #1 & #2 CARDBOARD ALUMINUM GLASS

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS 
AND MANAGERS IN AUSTIN:

New Recycling Requirements Begin Oct. 1, 2012

These properties must provide 
recycling of all 5 materials:

Affected properties include:

75 
units+

100,000 
sq. ft.+
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Route 466 (Kramer/Domain) stops

Route 392 (Braker) stops

Route 3 (Burnet/Manchaca) stops

Route 240 (Rutland) stops

MetroRail path

Possible Domain stop

Future  
Whole Foods

Source: Capital Metro
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512-425-3825      www.obgynnorth.com

12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 220 |  Austin, TX   78758  
Next to North Austin Medical Center

We are devoted to empowering women to make choices about their healthcare 
in  supportive, nurturing, non-judgmental environment. We commit our 
collaborative energies to forge a patient-provider partnership that embraces 

consistent, safe, and respectful care.

We are a hospital-based midwifery practice in Austin focused on providing a 
naturalistic approach to childbirth and women’s health. With an Ivy-league education, 

we offer the best of comprehensive obstetric, gynecologic, and surgical care in a 
setting of respect and compassion. Open to alternative medicine, we take a holistic 

view of each woman’s life and health, understanding that no one treatment plan will fi t 
all women. Overall, our goal is to educate women about their bodies so that they are 

empowered to make their own decisions about their healthcare. We welcome you to our 
practice and hope that you feel embraced by our unique approach.

Christina Sebestyen, 
MD

April Schiemenz, 
MD

Tesa Miller, MD LIsa Carlile, CNM Kathy Harrison-
Short, CNM

Siobhan Kubesh, 
CNM

ANNOUNCING NEW DOCTOR

There are a lot of great reasons to have a Wells Fargo 
Checking Package® account or PMA® package, 
and now the advantages are twice as nice. We’ll 
reward you with up to a 1% interest rate discount, 
double what you’d normally get on select new loans 
and lines of credit, through September 30, 2012. 
It’s just another way Wells Fargo is helping make 
your finances easier. Call, click wellsfargo.com/
doublediscounts, or stop by to start a conversation 
with a Wells Fargo banker today to learn more.

New credit accounts subject to credit qualification, income verification, and collateral evaluation. Double Discount interest rate promotion for PMA® Package and Wells Fargo Checking Package account is only 
available on new personal loans and lines of credit, auto loans, and private student loans. For home equity, the Wells Fargo Checking Package account and Wells Fargo Home Mortgage customer discount 
is doubled and the PMA discount is increased from 0.375% to 0.50%. Only one qualifying promotional discount per new credit account will apply. To qualify for the promotional discount, customers must 
maintain a Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or a Wells Fargo PMA Package checking account and continued automatic payments from a Wells Fargo checking or savings account. If the qualifying 
checking account is closed, or if the automatic payment is not selected or is cancelled at any time after the credit account is opened, the interest rate and corresponding monthly payment may increase 
(not applicable on fixed interest rate student loans). For student loans, it is not necessary to select or maintain automatic payments to receive the promotional rate Double Discount for qualified checking 
accounts. The Double Discount promotion is available on new applications submitted between July 1, 2012, and September 30, 2012. Additional restrictions, limitations, and exclusions may apply. Please 
contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details.

© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (727920_05658)

727920_05658

10" x 6.04"

4C

Auto Loans | Home Equity Lines and Loans | Personal Lines and Loans | Student Loans

Get a Double
interest rateDiscount

on select new loans today

727920_05658 10x6.04 4c .indd   1 7/20/12   11:12 AM
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Commissioners Court to vote to raise own base salaries
The Travis County Commissioners 

Court is scheduled to hold a public hearing 
July 31 on a plan to raise base salaries of 
elected officials who are not under a state-
mandated salary cap by 3.5 percent. 

The court voted 4-1 to move forward 
with the raise. Commissioner Karen Huber 
opposed, saying the commissioners needed 
to set an example by not taking a raise.

The county conducted a market study of  
elected officials’ salaries in other counties.

In background documents provided 
during the meeting, the current county 
commissioner salary is $92,362, while 
the market rate is $119,004. A footnote 
in the background document noted that 
Huber has requested her fiscal year 2013 
salary remain at the 2011 rate of $90,109 
if reelected.

The county judge’s salary is $111,038, 
while the market rate is $135,479.

Other positions measured included 
constables, county clerk, county attorney, 
county treasurer and justice of the peace. 
The average salary was 7.8 percent less than 
the market value. 

Homes deemed historic by the City of Austin may 
receive tax exemptions. 

The court’s salaries are less than their peers. 
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  Austin City Council 
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St. 
974-2497, www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council  

July 31, Aug. 2, 16, 23 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at  
www.austintexas.gov/department/
channel-6

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.  

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

AustinWilliamson County

Meetings

Compiled by staff

WilCo United Way selects 
19 programs for funding

After a six-month process, the United 
Way of Williamson County board of 
directors announced in July the programs 
that will receive $535,000 in Community 
Investment Grants.

UWWC received 31 grant requests 
from nonprofit programs in Williamson 
County, adding up to almost $1 million in 
awards. The programs were judged based 
on how well they demonstrated UWWC’s 
goals in the areas of education, income, 
financial stability and health.

Each program offers a specific focus that 
positively affects the county by helping 
improve graduation rates, increasing the 
number of families receiving health care, 
providing access to prevention programs 
or assisting families with their financials.

“It is our responsibility to those who 
invest in UWWC to ensure that the 
donors’ monies are supporting programs 
that make the most impact in our commu-
nity,” UWWC board of directors Chair-
man Ed Komandosky said in a statement.

During fiscal year 2012–13, grants rang-
ing from $10,000 to $40,000 will be given 
to 19 programs, totaling $535,000.

Austin Energy late fees  
return for July billing cycle

Austin Energy will reinstate late fees on 
bills nine months after temporarily sus-
pending them. Beginning the July bill cycle, 
customers who do not pay on time will 
have a 5 percent fee assessed on the out-
standing balance, which would show up on 
the next bill. The fee does not compound.

Prior to suspending the late fees, the 
utility provider collected $200,000 to 
$300,000 per month in late fees, Austin 
Energy spokesman Carlos Cordova said.

Council puts single-member 
district plan on ballot

Austin City Council gave final approval 
June 28 to put the all single-member 
district system—the 10-1 plan—on the 
November ballot, while also passing the 
hybrid 8-2-1 plan on first reading.

Prior to the council meeting, the 
grassroots citizen group Austinites for 
Geographic Representation announced the 
group had gathered 30,000 signatures in 
support of the 10-1 plan, which would auto-
matically place it on November’s ballot.

S
ar

a 
B

eh
un

ek

Court adopts city’s tax 
policy for historic properties

The Travis County Commissioners 
Court unanimously adopted the City of 
Austin’s policy for tax exemptions on 
historic properties as its own.

By doing so, the county institutes 
a cap on tax exemptions where there 
previously was not one. The cap would 
be whichever is greater—$2,000 or 50 
percent of a property’s tax responsibility.

The Commissioners Court also raised 
the tax exemption for property owners 
older than 65 from $65,000 to $70,000—
reducing the county’s tax revenue by 
roughly $900,000.

The decision followed a public hear-
ing on the topic during the court’s July 
10 meeting.

Some historic property owners said 
the costs to maintain their homes out-
paced the proposed exemption cap, and 
they would be less interested in keeping 
their designation.

The city’s policy exempts 50 percent of 
the assessed value of the land and  
100 percent of the value of the structure 

on an owner-occupied or nonprofit-oper-
ated historic homestead.

Commercial properties receive  
25 percent of the assessed value of the 
land and 50 percent of the structure.

Because the City of Austin has 
changed its policy throughout the years, 
the value of the exemption could be as 
high as $2,500 depending on when the 
home was designated as historic.

Adopting the city’s policy also means 
requiring historic property applicants to 
provide an affidavit proving a need for 
the exemption, as well as allowing annual 
follow-up home inspections.

Travis County

Equipment approved for disc 
golf course cleanup

The Williamson County disc golf course 
is one step closer to reopening.

Williamson County commission-
ers voted July 10 to approve $78,173 for 
equipment that will clear dead trees from 
the course at Southwest Regional Park in 
Leander. The course has been closed since 
April 17, when commissioners voted to 
close it for six months because of safety 
concerns created by trees that died from 
drought conditions.

In addition, commissioners approved 
$8,000 in funding for the Parks and Rec-
reation Department to hire two temporary 
workers at $10 per hour for 10 weeks of 
employment. The part-time workers would 
clear brush and perform other duties. 

ARC_CommImpact_Check-in_Check-up_Divers_06212012_10x2.95.indd   1 6/26/2012   8:43:03 AM
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To want to live here is in your nature

Homes available from the $340s - $600s+
 

RockyCreekPhase2NowOpen.com

Nestled in an expansive setting of rolling hills 
and surrounded on two sides by 300-acres of 
natural habitat, Rocky Creek is one of the most 
breath-taking communities in Austin’s Hill Country. 
The perfect place to call home, Rocky Creek is 
located in the Exemplary Lake Travis ISD and 
offers its residents a resort lifestyle with a pool, 
playground and miles of hike and bike trails. Hill 
Country Galleria, Whole Foods, hospitals and 
entertainment venues are all minutes away.

Phase II - 
Now Taking 
Reservations

Only a select number 
of Phase I homesites 

remaining. 

West on Hwy. 71, left on Hamilton Pool Rd.

HIGHLAND
HOMES
(512) 264-2639           

DREES 
CUSTOM HOMES
(512) 264-2444

Don’t be 
afraid of  
commitment
Austin Water can help you meet your water 
conservation goals. Use our handy, online water use 
calculator to determine how much water you use and 
where you can save. If everyone in our area reduced 
their water use by 10%, we’d save over 13 million 
gallons of water per day! It’s easy with the 3Cs: 
commit, calculate and conserve. 

Learn more about how you can certify 
your commitment to water conservation at 
WaterWiseAustin.org

WaterWiseAustin.org

Obesity is something that many people struggle with every day. Not just physically, 
but emotionally. If you’re overweight and want to make changes in your life, our 
Weight Loss Surgery Seminar is a step in the right direction. With the help of our 
dedicated team of healthcare professionals, you’ll find out exactly how you can 
reshape your life.

TO REGISTER FOR THIS FREE SEMINAR  
PLEASE CALL 888.868.2104, OR 512.478.3627.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your  
health questions 24/7, please call 1-888-868-2104, or 512.478.3627.

STDAVIDS.COM

Join us for our free weight loss surgery seminar on August 9 or 21, 6:30 p.m.
FREE healthy dinner will be provided.

St. David’s North Austin Medical Center  ·  Classroom 2A

Lourdes, Gastric Sleeve, December 2011Lourdes, Gastric Sleeve, December 2011
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Council that it adopt a resolution to ensure 
the equitable distribution of bond-funded 
projects. 

But when talking about equity, the pro-
portions are not the only part of the equa-
tion, as city staff pointed out during inter-
views for this article. One big project can 
move the needle. In the 2006 package, the 
most expensive item was $95 million for 
a new central library, bringing the down-
town area’s proportion of investment from  
19 percent to 32 percent. 

And the story goes deeper than the num-
bers, Fernandez said.  

“Equity isn’t [just as] simple as ‘is it equal?’ 
It has to account for the needs of the distinct 
neighborhoods,” he said. 

Molly Scarbrough, bond development 
project coordinator in the city’s capital plan-
ning office, said another element to consider 
is the percentage of population served by 
the infrastructure. Although the downtown 
coordination zone has a smaller residential 
population, a large number of Austinites use 
the infrastructure because they work in or 
visit the area.  

Different needs
Planning experts said one of the reasons 

Northwest Austin has received less public 
investment than some other areas of the city 
is that, having been developed and annexed 
in the 1970s and ’80s, it has benefited from 
relatively recent land development codes. 

In 1968, council passed an ordinance 
requiring residential developers to put in 
sidewalks when building subdivisions, and 
the mandate spread to commercial develop-
ment in the early ’80s.

This has led to Northwest Austin having 
more linear miles of sidewalks than many 
other parts of the city. According to Austin 
Public Works, Northwest Austin, with 617.3 
linear miles, has the second-highest amount 
of sidewalks of the city’s seven planning 
areas, trailing only Southwest Austin’s 664 
miles. The rest of the sectors have no more 
than 250 linear miles apiece.

Michael Curtis, manager of Public Works’ 
neighborhood connectivity division, said 
the need in Northwest Austin has been less 

to repair sidewalks, which can have a lifes-
pan of up to 50 years, and more to connect 
the neighborhoods. The division allocated 
$2.8 million to Northwest Austin during the 
past two bond cycles, more than was allo-
cated to any other area beside Central East 
Austin, which also received $2.8 million. 

The types of projects the city takes on 
also has to do with how much it would later 
have to spend on upkeep. In the case of park 
development, this limitation has affected the 
geographic distribution of  bond funds.

Marty Stump, the city’s parks develop-
ment coordinator, said that in recent years 
the Parks and Recreation Department had 
been focused on buying land as part of the 
city’s commitment to having a park within 
walking distance of every resident. Areas 
targeted were primarily outside the down-
town coordinating zone. However, that ini-
tiative was taking a toll on the department’s 
maintenance and operations budget, so 
it was turning its attention to renovat-
ing existing parks. Those with the greatest 
need, he said, are located primarily in the 
city’s core.

Pressing needs
If Northwest Austin was seen as less 

needy, attitudes appear to have changed. 
Both packages the task force recommended 
to City Council allocate about 9 percent of 
funding to Northwest Austin. 

This larger-than-usual allocation is not 
just the doing of the task force. The com-
bined results of several community work-
shops to help the city determine priori-
ties for the 2012 bond package as well as 
an online city survey indicate that many 
residents see a great need for investment in 
Northwest Austin, particularly in the area’s 
eastern region. 

Aside from housing affordability, which 
ranked as the top concern at the workshops 
and in the survey, were improvements to 
North Lamar Boulevard and then Burnet 
Road. 

“We’ve heard about [North Lamar and 
Burnet] more than any single issue,” task 
force member Tom Spencer said.

As such, five of the six 2012 bond pack-
ages under consideration put $12 million 
to $27 million toward redoing the corri-
dors, from sidewalks and drainage to bike 

lanes and bus shelters. Even at $12 million, 
the project is one of the most expensive of 
those under consideration for funding. City 
Council is scheduled to discuss the 2012 
bond election at a work session Aug. 7, and 
has until mid- to late August to call a bond 
election for Nov. 6.

Investment
Continued from | 1

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Bond election Bond advisoryor

Editor’s note: Community Impact Newspaper’s analysis of 
the 2006 and 2010 bond packages may differ from that of 
City of Austin staff. The geographic analysis in this article 
is not based on a complete list of all bond-funded projects 
as some projects included numerous smaller projects that 
were not mapped. Some ongoing projects receive multiple 
sources of funding; Community Impact Newspaper did not 
differentiate between the funding sources. Additionally, 
projects that were canceled or placed on hold were not 
included. The citywide category is smaller in the 2006 and 
2010 programs because a large portion of the funds have 
already been distributed. The citywide bond program in the 
proposed 2012 packages would be distributed based on 
the capital infrastructure program prioritization processes.

Source: City of Austin

Paradigm Glass is a family owned and operated company, specializing in custom glasswork.

We offer services in everything glass for residential and commercial customers, with free 
estimates, competitive pricing and outstanding customer service - satisfaction guaranteed!

ENERGY EFFICIENT WINDOW REPLACEMENT - FRAMELESS SHOWER SYSTEMS
VINYL REPLACEMENT - MIRRORS - GLASS TABLETOPS & COUNTERTOPS

9603 Saunders Lane, Unit B-2  • Austin, TX 78758

743-0207 • www.ParadigmGlass.com

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR QUALITY

$150 OFF CUSTOM 
SHOWER ENCLOSURE

(minimum $1250 or more) Not valid with 
other offers or specials. Exp. 8/23/12

10% OFF
ANY SERVICE

(of $250 or more) Not valid with other 
offers or specials. Exp. 8/23/12

$75 OFF
ANY SERVICE

(of $600 or more) Not valid with other 
offers or specials. Exp. 8/23/12
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The City of Austin divides the city into seven planning areas. Community 
Impact Newspaper used the city’s planning areas in its analysis.  
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12201 Renfert Way, 
Ste. 220

Austin, TX   78758
Next to North Austin 

Medical Center

The fi rst hospital-based midwifery 
practice in Austin, we provide a 

naturalistic approach to childbirth 
and women’s health. We are 

devoted to empowering women to 
make choices about their health-

care in a supportive, nurturing, 
non-judgmental environment. We 
commit our collaborative energies 

to forge a patient-provider partner-
ship that embraces consistent, safe, 

and respectful care.

Christina Sebestyen, MD is proud to introduce 

April Schiemenz, MD 
to our team  of physicians and midwives.

512-425-3825      www.obgynnorth.com

You�Still�Have�a�Choice�at�Checkout.

In March 2013, businesses will be 
required to provide customers 
with a choice at checkout:

      Plastic bags (at least 4 millimeters thick)   
      with handles
      Paper bags with handles
      Reusable bags available at the store

Or, you can bring your own bag!

Rethink�waste.�
Reuse�a�bag.�
Reduce�litter.

Get the facts at www.austintexas.gov/bags

1

2

3

1

2

3

AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Get An Instant 
  Online Price 

Estimate!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com
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estimated number of children 
who attend a private school in 
the Austin area

estimated number of private schools 
(preschool—12th grades) in the Austin area184
number of accredited schools in 
Travis and Williamson counties54

cost of tuition for private schools in Austin per year
$5,000—$20,000

amount AISD spends per student
$5,900

31,300By The numBerS

Public
Local tax
State funds
Federal 
funds
Tuition
Donations/
grants
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Private schools
Continued from | 1

director of the Austin-based Texas Associa-
tion of Non-Public Schools (TANS), said the 
growth is a longtime trend, extending back 
at least a decade in the RM 620 and US 183 
corridors. He said Northwest Austin gen-
erally has strong public schools, so parents 
are not enrolling their children in private 
schools because of a lack of academic rigor. 
Rather, they are transferring their children 
to faith-based private schools because the 
curriculum and atmosphere better align 
with their beliefs or to secular private 
schools that have strong reputations and a 
high emphasis on college placement.

Growing in numbers
Because private schools are not legally 

required to register with the state or report 
enrollment numbers, it is difficult to pin 
down how many private schools are in Aus-
tin and how many children attend those 
schools.

However, according to Private School 
Review, a website that tracks national data 
on private schools, the Austin area has an 
estimated 184 private early childhood cen-
ters and schools and more than 31,000 stu-
dents attending those schools. More than 
166,500 children attend public school in 
Travis County, according to 2010 estimates 
by the American Community Survey, the 
latest data available.

Brandee Davis, founder of Austin City 
Kids, a school placement consulting firm 
that helps parents compare public, private 
and charter school options, said she has 
heard from many private schools citywide 
about enrollment increasing about 10 per-
cent to 20 percent in the past couple of years.

“The very first indicator was more par-
ticipation at the open house events and 
[parents] doing tours of the schools, which 
translated to an increase in enrollment,” 
she said.

Faith-based private schools
Shannon Ficklin, director of admissions at 

Hill Country Christian School on RM 620, 
said the school’s enrollment grew by 9 per-
cent to 511 students in the 2011–12 school 
year compared with the prior school year. She 

said   enrollment is projected to jump another  
8 percent or so to 550 students this year, and  
the school will be adding new classrooms.

The Catholic Schools Diocese of Aus-
tin, which has 10 schools in the city, also 
reported an increase in demand. 

“The fact that [St. Dominic Savio, Holy 
Family and St. Theresa’s schools] are near 
capacity or full and have wait pools at partic-
ular grade levels shows the need is increas-
ing for Catholic education,” Superintendent 
Ned Vanders said. 

St. Dominic Savio Catholic High School, 
St. Theresa’s and Holy Family Catholic 
schools, all located near Northwest Austin, 
have a total enrollment of 1,190 students.

For parent Matt Prewett, the decision to 
remove his son from Leander ISD and enroll 
him at Summit Christian Academy came 
down to what he perceived as the district’s 
focus on the lowest-performing students 
while not challenging the high-performing 
children. 

Despite recent growth in the private 
school sector, Prewett said finding an alter-
native in the Northwest Austin and Cedar 
Park areas proved more difficult because 
there are fewer options than in Central and 
East Austin.

“The [education] system works a lot bet-
ter when parents have options,” he said.

Last year, Prewett formed Texas Parents 

Union to serve as a resource for parents for 
state-level issues related to expanding edu-
cational options for children. 

Secular private schools
Many private schools in the northwest 

region are affiliated with a church or reli-
gious organization, but the secular private 
school sector is also seeing growth spurts as 
parents seek out niche schools. 

Austin International School, which relo-
cated in June to the former New Life Church 
building on Adelphi Lane, tripled its space 
because of growing demand. Director Chris-
tophe Bonnet said enrollment in the 2012–
13 school year would be about 200 students, 
a 20 percent increase from the prior year. He 
said AIS plans to open a middle school in 
the next couple of years.

Bonnet attributed the growth to school’s 
multicultural atmosphere. The school has 
native French-speaking students as well as 
students from more than a dozen countries; 
60 percent of the teaching is done in French 
and the rest is in English and Spanish. 

Parent Karen Dale Wolman wanted a sec-
ular school that focused on academics and 
creating an emotionally safe environment. 
She said she could not find such a school in 
Northwest Austin, so she decided to open 
Schoolhouse Academy, which is currently 
holding summer camps and will officially 

open in the 2012–13 school year.
“Public schools are not a great cultural fit 

for all students, especially those who are dif-
ferent,” she said.

Schoolhouse Academy, located on 
Research Boulevard at Lake Creek Parkway, 
will have classes for kindergarten, first grade 
and second grade, and will add a grade per 
year. Wolman said she expects to have about 
six to eight students per class with first and 
second grades combined in the first year.

Looking to legislation
Potential legislative changes to how pri-

vate schools get funding could further 
growth, Evans said. TANS’ is working on 
getting a law passed that provides additional 
tax credits to corporations that contribute to 
educational scholarships for private schools. 

As of now, the only way a corpora-
tion can contribute to a private school is 
through direct donations. If the new law 
passes, it would create a network of schol-
arship organizations that would dole out 
the scholarships.

“It’s a great way for the state to support 
private schools without using state funds,” 
Evans said.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search
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uPComIng PrIvATe SChooL evenTS
July 28: Back-to-school fair
Central Market • 4001 N. Lamar Blvd.
www.schoolchoicemag.com/events.htm

Aug. 4: Private school fair
Old Quarry Library • 7051 Village Center Drive 
382-9632

Sources: Austin City Kids, Private School Review, Texas Association of Non-Public Schools,  
Texas Charter Schools Association, Texas Education Agency 

Before After

Finally!
An affordable 
patented 
procedure is now 
available to treat 
toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY

Precision Podiatry is 

proud to offer the use of 

the Q Clear Laser. This 

patented laser is a specially 

designed medical device 

which shines a laser light 

beam through the nail and 

vaporize the germs in and 

under the nail plate that 

causes nail fungus. 

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 

CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser

$295Starting at

Irrigation License #18101
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1 out of 5 people develop 
skin cancer.

CALL  SANOVA DERMATOLOGY 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY. 
MENTION THIS ANNOUCEMENT 
AND RECEIVE 20% OFF YOUR 
NEXT PRODUCT PURCHASE. 

CALL  SANOVA DERMATOLOGY 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY.
MENTION THIS ANNOUCEMENT 
AND RECEIVE 20% OFF YOUR 
NEXT PRODUCT PURCHASE.

Austinites love being outdoors. 
With that outdoor lifestyle comes 
increased skin damage and cancer 
risk. Drs. Adam Mamelak and 
Miriam Hanson are committed to 
caring for your skin and fi ghting 
skin cancer. Please come in and 
talk with our physicians if you 
have a concerning spot or want to 
learn more about your risk factors 
and ways you can prevent skin 
damage and cancer.

Adam J. Mamelak 
MD, FRCPC, FAAD

Miriam L. Hanson 
MD, FAAD

12319 N. Mopac, Plaza North, Ste 100 • 837-DERM (3376) • www.sanovadermatology.com 
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AUSTIN
12501 Hymeadow Dr., Ste. 1A
Anderson Mill Medical Center

Austin, TX 78750
(512) 682-5437

Fax (512) 258-1615

LEANDER
1395 S Hwy. 183, Ste. 140

Gateway at Leander
Leander, TX 78641

(512) 220-2729

ROUND ROCK
893 N. IH 35 Ste. 210

Summit Plaza
Round Rock, TX 78664

(512) 255-1900
Fax (512) 255-3636

www.AustinChildrenDentistry.com

SPECIALIZING IN BRACES AND INVISALIGN 
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

AUSTIN
12501 Hymeadow Dr., Ste. 1A
Anderson Mill Medical Center

Austin, TX 78750
(512) 682-5437

Fax (512) 258-1615

LEANDER
1395 S Hwy. 183, Ste. 140

Gateway at Leander
Leander, TX 78641

(512) 220-2729

ROUND ROCK
893 N. IH 35 Ste. 210

Summit Plaza
Round Rock, TX 78664

(512) 255-1900
Fax (512) 255-3636

(512) 258-9007

www.AustinFamilyOrthodontics.com 

PARTY ROOM RENTALS 
Plan your next party at Pinballz!
Over 300 games

Fun for the whole family
Children’s Ticket Redemption Counter 

Affordable prices
13,000 sq. ft.

Driving, Dancing, Air Hockey, 
Skeeball

Austin’s Hottest 
Entertainment 
Destination

Beat the Heat with

8940 Research Blvd. 
(512) 420-TILT (8458) 

PinballzArcade.com

$5 IN FREE 
TOKENS 
with a $10 token purchase.
One coupon per family. Must present coupon. 
Expires September 30, 2012. 

Proud suPPorters of education
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Pflugerville ISD may increase property tax

Austin ISD considers holding tax ratification election

AuSTIN ISD & PFLugERVILLE ISD

  education Focus

By JP Eichmiller
The Pflugerville ISD board of trustees 

will consider raising property taxes on dis-
trict homeowners in order to pay off debts 
resulting from the district’s surging student 
enrollment.

PISD Superintendent Charles Dupre 
says he will recommend the board adopt 
a 6 cent increase in the interest and sink-
ing (I&S) tax rate for the 2012–13 school 
year. If adopted, the increase would set dis-
trict taxes at the maximum state-allowed  
50 cents per $100 of property valuation. 
PISD estimates the rate increase would cost 
the average Pflugerville homeowner $7 per 
month in additional taxes.

“We’ve reached a point where most fast-
growth districts reach quickly,” Dupre said. 
“The crux of the issue is we are adding kids 

rapidly, and our tax value is not going up 
fast enough to support that.”

According to Dupre, PISD expects 
enrollment to increase by 2,300 students in 
the next five years. Total enrollment in the 

district has nearly doubled during the past 
14 years and now stands at 22,962 students.

Tax increase schedule
A public meeting to discuss the proposed 

tax increase is scheduled for Aug. 16 at  
6:30 p.m. in the PISD administration 
building board room. Following the pub-
lic discussion, the board will vote on the 
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By Joe Olivieri
In August, Austin ISD will decide 

whether to hold a special election in 
November to raise its tax rate.

AISD’s board of trustees president Mark 
Williams said the district expects expenses 
to outweigh revenue by $29.5 million next 
year, and the board of trustees has agreed to 
dip into reserves to make up the difference. 

At the same time, district leaders want 
AISD to remain competitive with neigh-
boring districts after two years of frozen 
salaries, AISD Chief Financial Officer 
Nicole Conley-Abram said. The board 
has approved using reserves to give  
staffers a 3 percent raise for one year only, a 
$14.2 million expense.

Officials said the district would need 
additional revenue to take on ongoing 
expenses. 

The district would need to raise the tax 
rate to support its existing programs, make 
the raise permanent and follow up on stated 
priorities such as full-day pre-K, she said. 

“It’s not a matter of if, it’s a matter of 
when,” Conley-Abram said of raising the 
tax rate. “School districts are operating 
under a disadvantageous structure that is 
unlike the city or the county or other juris-
dictions. As a result ... we have made dra-
matic changes in how we do business.”

She said that over the last three years 
the district has been cutting and trimming 
expenses as much as it could. 

“We are only coming to taxpayers out of 
requirement to sustain some of the efforts 
put in place.”

Following last year’s cut of 1,153 positions 

     Fast facts on TREs

Definition

Tax rates are made up of 
the maintenance (M&O) 
and interest and sinking 
(I&S) tax rates. A TRE is 
an election to raise the 

M&O rate above a state-
mandated level.

M&O 
tax rate

$1.079 per $100 
 of property valuation

Highest 
possible M&O 

tax rate

$1.17 per $100 of property 
valuation

Last AISD 
election

2008, successful

Source: Austin ISD

Tax ratification election
and austerity budgeting, school officials do 
not anticipate the need to cut any more jobs 
or make significant budget reductions for 
this fiscal year. 

Types of tax rates
During the budget process, the district 

publishes two possible tax rates: the effec-
tive tax rate and the rollback tax rate. Both 
are measured in cents per $100 of property 
valuation. 

According to the state comptroller’s 
office, the effective tax rate is the rate the 
district would need to tax citizens to bring 
in the same amount of revenue it did last 
year. The rollback tax rate is the rate the 
district would need to tax citizens to bring 
in what the district spent in the previous 
year, plus an extra 4 cents. 

If a district wants to raise the tax rate 
above the rollback rate, it needs to hold a 
tax ratification election, or TRE. 

If voters oppose the raise, the tax rate 
stays the same as the prior year.

A TRE is a way for the district to get a 
sustainable source of additional revenue, 
Conley-Abram said. 

The tax rate itself
School districts are facing increased 

pressure from limited sources of revenue 
and increasing costs, Conley-Abram said.

A tax rate is made up of two smaller rates: 
maintenance and operations (M&O), and 
interest and sinking (I&S), which covers 
long-term debt and contractual obligations.

In 2006, the state implemented the “tar-
get revenue” system, which limits the M&O 

part of the tax rate. This “essen-
tially freezes all districts at their 
2005–06 funding levels,” accord-
ing to an AISD presentation. 

The current M&O rate is 
capped at $1.04 per $100 of 
property valuation. The maxi-
mum increase districts can ask 
for is to raise the M&O rate to 
$1.17 per $100 of property  
valuation.

Joe Smith, former Hudson ISD 
superintendent and editor of edu-
cation website www.texasisd.com, 
said that in the last seven years, 
366 Texas school districts have 
held TREs. Of the 424 elections 
held—some districts have held 
more than one—304 passed. 

During the 2011 legislative 
session, the state government 
slashed $4 billion from education 
funding for the next two years. 
AISD lost $35.6 million in funds in 2011–
12 and anticipates losing $60.7 million in 
2012–13. 

To help close a budget shortfall for the 
2012 fiscal year, AISD cut 1,153 jobs.

Several school districts are suing the 
state to change how funding is provided. 

On the expense side, the district has had 
to absorb six years of inflation and rising 
costs of basic needs such as water and elec-
tricity, Conley-Abram said.

It is unclear what the Legislature will do 
with school funding during the 2013 legis-
lative session. 

“We are operating at core levels right 

now. If I had to cut anything, it would be 
things that are really going to hurt,” she 
said.

Making its case
The board’s next step is to decide before 

Aug. 31 whether to hold a TRE this fall to 
add 5 to 9 cents to the tax rate.

The board will also approve the revenue 
part of its budget at that time. It approved 
the expenditure budget in June.

Several board members support offering 
the raise for district employees but were 
unsure about a TRE during the June 18 
board of trustees meeting.
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  education Focus
AuSTIN ISD

2011 TAKS results by grade2011 TAKS
results by 
campus
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3rd 4th 5th

1  Cook 1511 Cripple Creek Drive 414-2510 1974 908 Academically Acceptable 96.6% 83% 88% 89% 90% 78% 95% 72% 62% 6

2  Davis 5214 Duval Road 414-2580 1992 1,992 Exemplary 28.7% 96% 95% 98% 98% 91% 93% 99% 92% 7  

3  Hill 8601 Tallwood Drive 414-2369 1970 735 Exemplary 13.7% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 98% 99% 98% 7

4  McBee 1001 W. Braker Lane 841-2500 1999 757 Recognized 99.1% 90% 85% 86% 80% 91% 90% 84% 82% 6  

5  Summitt 12207 Brigadoon Lane 414-4484 1986 850 Recognized 46.8% 93% 95% 87% 81% 92% 96% 98% 96% 7  

MIDDle 
SchoolS 2011 results 6th 7th 8th

6  Burnet 8401 Hathaway Drive 414-3225 1961 994 Academically unacceptable 94.5% 71% 72% 65% 78% 65% 69% 73% 54% 8

7  Murchison 3700 N. Hills Drive 414-3254 1967 1,274 Academically Acceptable 26.8% 94% 92% 89% 88% 95% 93% 97% 92% 8  9  

hIgh SchoolS 2011 results 9th 10th 11th

8  Anderson 8403 Mesa Drive 414-2538 1973 2,089 Academically Acceptable 24.9% 94% 91% 95% 90% 90% 86% 97% 97%

9  Lanier 1201 Payton gin Road 414-5214 1961 1,510 Academically Acceptable 87.7% 82% 68% 80% 54% 82% 69% 85% 87%

eleMeNTARY 
SchoolS

DISTRIcT ScoReS bY gRADe
2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

grade 3 Reading 91% Math 90%

grade 4 Reading 87% Math 92%

grade 5 Reading 87% Math 87%

grade 6 Reading 80% Math 80%

grade 7 Reading 82% Math 79%

grade 8 Reading 86% Math 76%

grade 9 Reading 88% Math 71%

grade 10 English language arts 88% Math 77%

grade 11 English language arts 93% Math 91%

2010  –11 STATISTIcS State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.2% 64.0%

Limited English proficiency (LEP) 16.9% 28.7%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $46,606

SubjecT State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Reading 90% 87% 88%

Math 84% 82% 84%

Writing 92% 90% 92%

Science 83% 79% 80%

Social studies 95% 93% 93%
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85
,2

73

* State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test will eventually replace the TAKS test in all grades.
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The purpose of this map is to show boundary lines 
and general locations of Northwest Austin schools.

Austin ISD

1  Cook Elementary School

2  Davis Elementary School

3  Hill Elementary School

4  McBee Elementary School

5  Summitt Elementary School

6  Burnet Middle School

7  Murchison Middle School

8  Anderson High School

9  Lanier High School

Pflugerville ISD

10 Copperfield Elementary School

11 Northwest Elementary School

12 Parmer Lane Elementary School

13 River Oaks Elementary School

14 Westview Middle School School

15 Connally High School School

1832222

MoPac
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PFLugERVILLE ISD

  education Focus
2011 TAKS results by grade2011 TAKS

results by 
campus
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3rd 4th 5th

10 Copperfield 12135 Thompkins Drive, Austin 594-5800 1998 543 Academically Acceptable 86.5% 84% 89% 84% 84% 79% 89% 93% 95% 14

11 Northwest 14014 Thermal Drive, Austin 594-4400 1986 517 Academically Acceptable 66% 92% 93% 96% 90% 88% 92% 96% 97% 14  

12 Parmer Lane 1806 Parmer Lane, Austin 594-4000 1982 521 Academically Acceptable 76.4% 90% 94% 89% 90% 89% 97% 94% 95% 14  

13 River oaks 12401 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin 594-5000 1993 626 Recognized 80.5% 87% 86% 93% 86% 91% 86% 91% 90% 14  

MIDDle 
SchoolS 2011 results 6th 7th 8th

14 Westview 1805 Scofield Lane, Austin 594-2200 1988 861 unacceptable 75% 81% 74% 75% 70% 79% 73% 90% 79% 15

hIgh SchoolS 2011 results 9th 10th 11th

15 Connally 13212 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin 594-0800 1996 2,044 Academically Acceptable 64.8% 87% 70% 88% 66% 86% 66% 91% 87%  

eleMeNTARY 
SchoolS

DISTRIcT ScoReS bY gRADe
2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

grade 3 Reading 91% Math 87%

grade 4 Reading 86% Math 87%

grade 5 Reading 94% Math 94%

grade 6 Reading 82% Math 78%

grade 7 Reading 84% Math 79%

grade 8 Reading 95% Math 89%

grade 9 Reading 91% Math 73%

grade 10 English language arts 91% Math 76%

grade 11 English language arts 92% Math 90%

2010–11 STATISTIcS State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.2% 51.4%

Limited English proficiency (LEP) 16.9% 17.9%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,666 $46,908

SubjecT State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

English language arts 90% 91% 90%

Math 84% 84% 84%

Writing 92% 94% 92%

Science 83% 83% 82%

Social studies 95% 96% 96%
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* State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test will eventually replace TAKS test in all grades.

proposed increase.
“Although no board member ever wants 

to increase taxes, at the end of the day this 
move saves taxpayers millions of dollars 
and puts PISD in a position to respond to 
the growth we expect in the next few years,” 
said Elva Gladney, board of trustees presi-
dent, in a statement released by the district.

The tax increase is the first step in clear-
ing PISD debt in anticipation of a 2013 
bond election. PISD is currently carry-
ing 11 bond debts valued at more than  
$340 million. The district estimates the 
6 cent tax increase will wipe out an addi-
tional $7.1 million in outstanding debt and 
interest during the next 20 years.

“Could we finance the next year without 
going to 50 cents? The answer is yes,” PISD 

chief financial officer Kenneth Adix said.  
“The issue we have as a district is [that] in 
May, we know we are going to be borrow-
ing more money.”

Funds from next year’s anticipated bond 
will go toward building three new schools, 
technology costs and repairs on existing 
buildings. The district is in the early stages 
of putting together a board committee to 
study how much will need to be borrowed. 

“You’re well over $100 million in what 
the total amount is going to be,” Adix said.

Effect on residents and homeowners
According to Nason Hengst, a Pfluger-

ville real estate broker, small increases in 
property taxes are easily offset by the prop-
erty value increase brought on by improved 
school districts. 

“I don’t think $7 a month is going to 
cause a lot of pain,” Hengst said. “Long 
term, I think it will help more than it  

will hurt.”
Pflugerville Councilman Brad Marshall 

says the city still maintains a balance of 
quality schools and low taxes. 

“The voters will ultimately decide if [the 
tax increase is] good for the city,” Marshall 
said. “However, it is good for the city to 
have Exemplary-rated schools, which is 
one of many reasons why people move to 
Pflugerville.

“When there are proposed increases to 
the overall tax rate, we continue to evalu-
ate our impact on the taxpayer to keep the 
city’s portion affordable and low.”

Other districts also seek funding
Other neighboring school districts have 

passed or will soon consider tax increases, 
albeit for different reasons than PISD.

The Round Rock ISD board of trust-
ees voted June 21 to increase property 
taxes in the district by 4.5 cents to cover a  

$1.8 million budget shortfall and fund 
teacher salary increases. RRISD estimates 
the increase will net the district an addi-
tional $9 million and cost the average 
homeowner $4 per month.

On July 12 the Hutto ISD board of trust-
ees called an election for a 13 cent tax 
increase for this fall intended to restore 
teacher and program cuts. A vote in Hutto 
last year on a 6 cent increase failed.

“The public came back and said they 
didn’t understand the ramifications of the 
cuts,” said Emily Grobe, HISD public infor-
mation officer. “The surveys we have taken 
indicate that the support is now there.

“This 13 cents isn’t about next year; it’s 
about planning for the future through the 
next four or five [years].”

Tax rate
Continued from | 17

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Pflugerville ISD School tax rateor
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Can be used with one or two   
 guests. Must present coupon.

Offer expires 09/31/12

TWO
60-MINUTE
   MASSAGES
for $90 ($150 value)

Must present coupon.
Offer expires 09/31/12

$30
 INITIAL EXAM,  

DIGITAL X-RAYS & 
FIRST TREATMENT

($150 value)

Located in Northwest Austin, the leading health professionals at 
Hausman Chiropractic & Acupuncture are dedicated to helping you 
achieve your wellness objectives - combining skill and expertise that 
spans the entire chiropractic wellness spectrum. Dr. Robert Hausman 
is committed to bringing you better health and a better way of life 
by teaching and practicing the true principles of chiropractic wellness 
care.  Our mission at Hausman Chiropractic is to provide a safe, 
comfortable, and friendly environment where your body can heal 
without the use of traditional medication.

8015 Shoal Creek Blvd. • Ste. 110 • 419.1000 • www.hcaustin.com
CHIROPRACT IC  CARE   •   ACUPUNCTURE  TREATMENT   •   MASSAGE THERAPY
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Buck’s Bikes’ Northwest Austin location is 
about 7,000 square feet in size.

Bikes range in price from $100 to $3,000.

Buck’s Bikes Super Store
Owner makes childhood pastime a lifelong career

D uring the past 30 years, Pete 
Buck, owner of Buck’s Bikes 
Super Store, has turned a 

hobby from his youth into two bike 
shops that, at about 7,000 square feet 
each, are worthy of the title “super 
store.”

“We don’t try to focus on elec-
tric power or gasoline-operated 
vehicles,” Buck said. “It’s all pedal 
power.”

The Northwest Austin location, 
on Research Boulevard at Oak Knoll 
Drive, is stocked with top-brand 
bicycles of a variety of styles and 
with prices ranging from $100 to 
$3,000. Buck’s Bikes also carries a 
selection of apparel and products. 
Some styles include BMX, road bikes 
and even tricycles.

The shop also has a full-service 
maintenance shop that provides 
tuneups and repairs for bikes 
regardless of brand or where the 
bike was purchased.

Buck and his father started fixing 
and selling used bikes in a three-car 
garage in 1979 as a mutual hobby 

and fundraiser for their church. 
Four years later, the two opened 

the first Buck’s Bikes on Spring Dale 
Road, only a mile down the street 
from the original three-car garage. 

Buck has since sold the Spring 
Dale location, but not before open-
ing the Round Rock store in 1987 
and the Research Boulevard location 
in 1995. 

Location is not all that has 
changed throughout the years. 
Instead of working alongside his 
father, Buck works closely with his 
daughter, Krystal Buck-Brown, who 
has risen from floor sales to being 
the Round Rock store manager. 

Family has always been what 
Buck calls “the bread and butter” of 
Buck’s Bikes. This mindset carries 
over to his relationship with custom-
ers. Even as the store has expanded, 
Buck said it is not uncommon to 
find him on the floor engaging  
shoppers.

“I’m here today, and I’ve been here 
for 30 years,” he said. “I plan to be 
here until the day I retire.”

BUSINESS

Pete Buck started Buck’s Bikes in a three-car garage 30 years ago.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

C
ha

rl
ie

 P
ea

rc
e

By Charlie Pearce

Buck’s Bikes Super Store 
12530 Research Blvd.
250-9550
www.bucksbikes.com
Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.,
Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., closed Sundays

Jollyville Rd.

Bicycle services

Buck’s offers basic tuneups to complete over-
hauls ranging from $55 to as much as $175. 

Individual labor rates for adjustments, installa-
tions, and assemblages such as brake adjust-
ment and wheel truing range from $2 to $60. 

Free estimates are provided on all repairs.
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In addition to bikes, Buck’s sells gear.

Love your kitchen...

Residential and Commercial

Expires: 7/31/12Expires: 7/12Expires: 8/24
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Excellence in Leadership Gala
Friday, August 17, 2012 • 6:30 p.m. 
Austin, TX  | Four Seasons Hotel | Black Tie  

Honoring 

Reid Ryan
Round Rock Express 
Founder and CEO

For additional information on the Gala, 
to purchase tickets or learn about sponsorship opportunities 

please call Heidi Doering at 512.313.4110 
or visit www.concordia.edu/EIL

LEILA WILLIAMS, D.O.
fAMILy MEDIcInE

KrIStIn c. BELL, M.D. 
IntErnAL MEDIcInE

Dr. Leila Williams, a skilled family medicine physician who 
cares for patients from children to older adults, welcomes 
Dr. Kristin Bell to cedar Park Physician Associates–Avery 
ranch. Dr. Bell specializes in caring for patients from 
adolescence through their senior years. combined,  
Dr. Williams and Dr. Bell have over 30 years of experience 
and are both currently accepting new patients. to schedule 
your appointment, call 512-528-7420.

Medicare and most insurance plans accepted.
Same-day appointments may be available.

DEDIcAtED                              
                             tO hELPIng yOu LIvE A hEALthIEr LIfE.

15004 Avery ranch Blvd., Suite 105 • Austin 
512-528-7420 • cedarParkPhysicians.com

Members of the Medical Staff at cedar Park regional Medical center

Avery Ranch

62805_CEDA_BellWms_10x6c.indd   1 7/6/12   9:54 AM

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2012 Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan, Alloy Pkg

$229mo 1

Absolutely ZERO down!

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect  � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $229,  � nal pymt / residual = $12,515. Based on 10k mi. / yr with 
$.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,177. Stk# Z6846. Expires 7/31/12.  2-Volvo - 36 mo. lease, $4,000 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). First 4 payments paid by Volvo, 32 monthly payments of $299 following. Final payment / residual 
= $19,588.05. MSRP $34,365. Includes $1,000 reb. to dlr. Stock# G6990.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 with Chrome exhaust tips, Convenience pkg. and Lighting pkg. based on MSRP $35,635. 
$2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. 1st payment paid by Audi. Purchase option at lease end for $18,887. 42 monthly payments of $369. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal 
negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease 
end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 7-31-12.  4-Porsche - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services 
with approved credit, $9,000 total due at lease inception, no security deposit required. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some 
� nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Panamera 4 - Stock# W8081 based on lease sale price $89,995. 36 monthly payments of $1,327, purchase option/residual 
at lease end $53,926. $350 disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 7-31-12.

2012 Volvo S60 T5, FWD

 $299mo 2

Volvo pays your � rst 4 payments!

2012 Porsche 
Panamera S Hybrid

 $1,379mo 4

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic

$369mo 3

Luxury has Progressed.
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The beef and chicken teriyaki bowl is served with 
steamed vegetables and comes on a bed of rice. It 
is one of five teriyaki bowls on the menu ($8.99).

A certified sushi technician, Jong Hwa Park makes 
nearly 20 specialty rolls. 

Breaking from tradition, the Parks serve a ramen, 
or curly noodle soup, that is topped with potato 
chips ($7.99).

DINING

Drunk Fish
Sushi, authentic ramen is specialty of this Arboretum eatery

Owner Jong Hwa Park’s Caterpillar Roll, made from eel, crab and cucumber and topped with avocado, 
resembles a caterpillar, with strips of carrot as the antennae, and roe, or fish egg, as eyes ($10.50). 

D runk Fish has the ability to take 
customers halfway around the 
world.

The narrow, two-story restaurant with 
only 19 seats is decorated with murals 
and printed cloths, giving the customer 
a sense that he has stepped outside of 
the Arboretum and into an eatery in 
an alleyway in Seoul, South Korea, or 
Tokyo, Japan. 

 “We started small. That’s the way we 
like it,” said Sun Park, who owns the 
four-year-old restaurant with her hus-
band, Jong Hwa Park. 

The Parks serve a fusion of Japanese 
and Korean cuisine. Jong Hwa’s teriyaki 
sauce—a tangy, soy sauce–based meat-
and-vegetable marinade—is rooted in 
Japanese culinary tradition but has gar-
lic, apples, carrots and more in addition 
to the customary ingredients. 

Jong Hwa also makes Japanese staple 
nigiri sushi—or fish on an oblong bed of 

rice—as well as the more Americanized 
specialty rolls, from the oft-seen Rainbow 
Roll to the more distinctive Mexican Roll. 

The Korean influence can be seen in 
the bulgogi—a spicy, marinated meat—
and in the ramen, of which Drunk Fish 
offers a variety.

“A lot of the younger [customers] like 
Ramen,” Sun said. 

With some of the ramen dishes being 
topped with nontraditional ingredients, 
such as potato chips and cheese, it is easy 
to see why.

Before opening Drunk Fish, Jong Hwa 
and Sun ran a formal wear shop where 
they used to split the duties. At Drunk 
Fish, the roles are more precise: Sun takes 
the orders and interacts with custom-
ers, and Jong Hwa prepares all the meat, 
marinades and sushi.

Although the name implies otherwise, 
the eatery does not serve alcohol, though 
customers are welcome to bring their own. 

By Sara Behunek

Secret in the sauce
Co-owner Jong Hwa Park has made an art 
out of the creation of his teriyaki sauce, 
which is used on meats and vegetables.

It takes him seven to eight hours to make 
the marinade, which derives its tanginess 
from soy sauce and sweetness from natural 
ingredients such as apple, pineapple and 
carrot. 

“You can taste the difference between 
[Drunk Fish’s teriyaki] and typical teriyaki 
sauce at most restaurants where it’s [made 
out of] a powder,” said David Gross, a 
Drunk Fish regular and store manager at 
Sunglass Hut, located across the walkway 
from Drunk Fish. 

Special sushi
Drunk Fish has a variety of specialty sushi 
rolls, most of which are pictured on the 
restaurant’s wall, so customers can see 
what they’re ordering. 

Customer favorites include:

Drunk Fish Roll: Crab, avocado and 
cucumber topped with freshwater eel and 
avocado ($11.99) 

Caterpillar Roll: Eel, crab and cucumber 
topped with avocado ($10.50)

Samurai Roll: Spicy tuna, smoked salmon, 
avocado, sweet potato, crab and cream 
cheese wrapped in battered and fried 
seaweed, or nori tempura ($11.99) 

Ramen
Drunk Fish’s ramen is nothing like the 
packaged noodles some college students 
seem to live off of. The broth is darker 
brown in color and packed with broccoli, 
carrots, cabbage and onions. 

Served in a big bowl, the ramen comes 
in mild, medium or hot spiciness ($6.99–
$13.99). Curry, green tea or cheese can be 
added for 99 cents each. 

Drunk Fish also serves udon noodles, 
which are thicker than ramen and served in 
a vegetable broth ($6.99–$8.99).

Drunk Fish
10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 139
349-9454
www.drunkfishusa.net
Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–8 p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Sat. 
noon–9 p.m. Closed every day 3–4 p.m. and Sundays

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

C
ha

rl
ie

 P
ea

rc
e

Arboretum 
Blvd.

G
re

at
 H

ill
s 

Tr
ai

l

Jollyville Rd.

183

360

Dr. Daphne D. Savedra, D.C.
Chiropractor

12129 FM 620 North, Suite 430 | Austin, TX
www.careplus-chiropractic.com

MEET THE NEW 
DOCTOR IN AUSTIN

FREE 

YOU MAY HAVE ONE 
OF THESE 12 DANGER 
SIGNALS OF PINCHED 
NERVES!

1. Headaches 
2. Neck Pain
3. Shoulder Pain
4. Arthritis
5. Dizziness
6. Carpal Tunnel

FIND OUT NOW if chiropractic care can help. This FREE examination will 
include a spinal alignment check, an examination for restricted motion in 
the spine and an examination for muscle spasms and swelling, as well as a 
consultation with the doctor to discuss the results.

CALL TODAY: 

512.250.0025*Due to Federal Regulations, this does not apply to Medicare/Medicaid.

Dr. Daphne Savedra is a contributing author to 
the book, “Neck Pain, Neck Pain... Why Your 
Neck Hurts and What You Can Do About It.” 

7. Back Pain
8. Sciatica
9. Leg Pain 
10. Numb Hands
11. Bursitis
12. Muscle Spasms

© FC 2009

(NO OBLIGATION - NOTHING TO PAY!)

Spinal Screening Examination!*

15% OFF 
Any Cosmetic Procedure with Allison Martin, PA-C

when you bring in this ad 
July 27 - August 27, 2012

(If medically indicated. Not to be combined with any other offers or discounts.)

Michael Coverman, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

345.9411 • laserskin.com

Trust. Experience.™
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But what about his heart? A HeartSaver CT scan 
from Heart Hospital of Austin is a fast, easy way  
to determine your risk for heart disease in its  
earliest and most treatable stages. And you can  
trust our expertise with hearts, because Thomson 
Reuters has ranked us a top cardiovascular hospital  
six times — and in 2011, one of the 50 Top 
Cardiovascular hospitals in the nation.   

Check your inheritance. Call 512-407-SAVE 
to schedule a HeartSaver CT scan today.

HeartHospitalofAustin.com

You clearly have  
your father’s eyes.

TAKE THE HOME COMPOSTING 
REBATE CHALLENGE! 

1 2 3

1

2

3

Downsize to a 32-gallon or 21-gallon trash cart

Take a free home composting class online at 
austintexas.gov/composting

Purchase a home composting system

Save 75% on a Composting System*

Funding is limited. Apply now for your rebate 
at austintexas.gov/composting.

*Must be an Austin Resource Recovery residential collection 
customer. Rebates are for 75 percent of the total cost of the 
composting system (taxes excluded), up to $75 in value. 
Funding is limited, apply today. A CITY OF AUSTIN SERVICE
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Steve Sexton
Circuit of The Americas president

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

By Joe Lanane

Circuit of The Americas President Steve Sexton said everything is on track for the Nov. 18 Formula One race.
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From horses to horsepower—how did that 
happen?

I’ve spent some 25-plus years in the 
horse racing industry, and if you looked 
across my resume, you’ll see I’ve changed 
probably every five to seven years just 
because I like to take on new challenges. 
... So, I was very intrigued by the [Circuit 
of The Americas] project. It’s definitely a 
challenge, but it’s also fun because you get 
to start from scratch. You’re not inheriting 
anyone else’s team, style, conditions, poli-
cies. You see it from the start, you build 
the whole thing, and you put the right 
people in place to help do that.

What will be the impact, you think, on the 
overall Austin metropolitan area?

Well, the economic impact study that 
was commissioned by the local organizing 
committee is in the $400 million range 
just for the Formula One event itself. ... The 
economic impact should be community-
wide in terms of hotel spending, restaurant 
spending, airport, rental car and aware-
ness. ... That hopefully is going to help 
grow the entire marketplace in terms of 
awareness and positive image—not that 
there isn’t one already. We just think we’re 
going to add to it.

How are things going so far? Are things 
moving along as anticipated?

In 2012, things are moving along very 

Austin is not known as a racing destination—not yet, anyway.
Steve Sexton, president of the new Circuit of The Americas facility, seeks to change 

that when the new racetrack hosts the internationally popular Formula One circuit 
Nov. 18. Construction on the southeastern Travis County racetrack is still under way 
but is expected to be complete in time for the inaugural race.

In the meantime, Sexton and his staff are working to ensure Austin is ready to host 
tens of thousands of new visitors. Fortunately for Sexton, he has experience in crowd 
management, having previously served as president of Churchill Downs, site of the 
Kentucky Derby. The longtime horse racing executive said many parallels can be drawn 
between the Kentucky Derby and the upcoming F1 race in Austin.

fast. We’re extremely busy because there’s 
a lot of details, as you can imagine. In 
2011, we had a couple hurdles we had to 
jump over. So, if you asked in 2011, I’d 
say hectic. Today I wouldn’t say hectic—
I’d say busy. 

Do you have any advice for the enthusiast 
on buying general admission tickets?

From a general admission perspective, 
the track is designed so we can erect tem-
porary seating based on demand around 
the entire circle. We can put temporary 
seating wherever customers want to buy, 
and that’s what we’re seeing right now—
where people want to buy what, so we’re 
planning and erecting the seating accord-
ingly. Where the seating doesn’t exist, our 
grass berms are sloped down facing the 
track so you can go sit down on Bermuda 
[grass], and you get to enjoy the spectacle.

Talk about what Austin is doing to prepare 
for all the people.

Well, I’ll start out by saying the city and 
county have been great. They’re getting, as 
we move along, an understanding of how 
large this event actually will be. ... We’re 
adding a road before this fall that goes 
north out of the site. Can we use more 
roads in that area? Of course. Any time 
you have a very large-scale event, you 
need as much infrastructure as you can 
use and accommodate, so in the future 

we’re hopeful that it grows to accelerate 
and assist the [access] to the site. 

Talk to us about the ‘average Joe.’ What 
does that experience look like?

That’s a really good point, because I’ve 
heard some people refer to the Formula 
One crowd as the ‘champagne crowd.’ Not 
true. Sure, there’s a level of clientele just 
like there is at the Kentucky Derby … but 
that’s 5 percent or less of the actual crowd 
that attends. The core crowd that goes to a 
Formula One event is well-behaved, there 
for a good time, having beers, having 
drinks, eating food, enjoying the experi-
ence, and that’s what we expect. 

What kind of people are in that 5 percent?
It’s a blend of celebrities who are into or 

want to watch the sport, business own-
ers, people who are extremely avid fans 
who will pay $5,000 for a three-day ticket 
for the weekend—because they want to 
be seen. It’s the first and second row at a 
[Dallas] Mavericks game—it’s that type of 
crowd, some of which are really into the 
sport and some of which just want to be 
seen with that level of crowd. 

If you don’t hit your projections the first 
year, what happens?

The project is built for Formula One to 
be the signature race because that’s what 
has the awareness and that’s what has the 

appeal. It just has the media and public 
recognition, but in reality, the project is a 
lot more than that. It’s four to five major 
motorsports events, the amphitheater with 
year-round usage for product launches, 
driving schools. That said … sales have 
been extremely positive. ... I would share 
with you we have a 10-year Formula One 
contract. Other agreements we’re talking 
about are multiple years—some that long 
and some a little bit shorter, so we’re in this 
for the long haul, and it is an investment. 

What was the thought behind building the 
amphitheater?

Our ownership at the time looked at 
[the main entrance] and said, ‘Why aren’t 
we using the space right here? We could 
do something with it and create a great 
entrance.’ I don’t know who at the time—I 
wasn’t on the team yet—said, ‘Why don’t 
we create an amphitheater?’ ... We cut an 
amphitheater down below. It literally backs 
up to the track that runs behind it. And we 
think, not only because Austin is ‘The Live 
Music Capital of the World,’ that there’s a 
marketplace for certain sizes of shows and 
an outdoor amphitheater in this market. 
We’ve got a couple partners we’ll soon be 
announcing [who] are going to help pro-
mote that and make that a reality.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Grand Prix F1or

15003 4x5 1399 MEAL DEAL Comm mag.indd   1 6/29/12   2:44 PM

SALE
HUGE

5525 Burnet Road       512-459-7603       karavelshoes.com

Karavel Shoes (Central Austin)
5525 Burnet Road (just south of Koenig Lane)

Austin, TX  78756     512-459-7603
karavelshoes.com 

Karavel Shoes (South Austin)
Southpark Meadows Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-150 (near Sam’s Club)

Austin, TX  78748     512-615-9000
NOW OPEN! 

Our HUGE STOREWIDE SALE
for women and men

is ENDING SOON
- almost every brand and occasion

in a wide variety of styles,
sizes and widths.

Find a deal on selected styles
from these great brands

and many more.
New Balance   Finn Comfort   Ecco
Mephisto   Rockport   Beautifeel

Naot   Clarks   Privo   So�t
Gabor   Keen   Munro   Olukai

Indigo   Dansko   Acorn   Simple
Earth   Wolky   FitFlop   Sanita

Born   Josef Seibel   Pas de Rouge
Aravon   Alegria   Waldlaufer

Aetrex   Merrell
some brands may only be carried at our Central Austin store
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Two Convenient Locations! 
Corner of Bee Cave Rd and Westbank Dr.

3801 Bee Cave Rd S, Ste 140
 Lake Creek Square Shopping Center

12129 FM 620 North, Ste. 103

FEDERAL
Workers!

Need hearing aids?
Miracle-Ear Hearing Aid Center

is NOW O�ering...
hearing aids at NO COST to 

federal workers and retirees!

That’s Right... No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!  No Adjustment Fee!

Blue Cross Blue Shield Federal Insurance pays total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear ME200 
series aids with a 2 year warranty! Most Federal Government employees and retirees 
are eligible. You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance 
coverage. Special factory pricing available for non-quali�ers.

Discover How Much Better Your World Can Sound…

Call Today 512-298-3655

Miracl

Blue Cross Blue Shield Federal Insurance pays total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear 
ME200 series aids. Most Federal Government employees and retirees are 
eligible. You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance 
coverage. Special factory pricing available for non-quali� ers.

How do you measure 5 feet? 
Show us how at facebook.com/austinrecycles

5 FEET

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

MAKE IT 5 FEET

However You
MEASURE IT
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Data compiled by 
Betsy gallagher

Coldwell Banker united
431-8265

bgallagher@cbunited.com

Featured neighborhood 
Canyon Creek, 78726 

11009 Andenwood Drive $330,000 
6 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,533 sq. ft.
Agent: Coco Vargas, Keller Williams Realty 
801-9788

9548 Indigo Brush Drive $429,900
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,499 sq. ft.
Agent: Catherine McGinley, McGinley Group-
Keller Williams Realty, 771-9242

10117 Barbrook Drive $295,500
3 Bedrooms / 2 Bath 2,195 sq. ft.
Agent: Luis Arellano, Broker Empire Realty
743-1921

11020 Montesa Drive $397,500
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,499 sq. ft.
Agent: Mary Lyons, Keller Williams Realty
619-3841

overview Featured homes

Build-out years: Still building

Builders: Scott Felder, David Weekley, 

Standard Pacific

Number of homes: 1,300

Low/high square footage: 1,800–4,668

HOA dues (estimated): $400 per year

Amenities: Park, picnic areas, playground, 

pool, tennis courts and hike and bike trail

Nearby attractions: Lake Travis, Canyon 

Creek Trailhead Park

 

Property taxes:

Austin Community College  0.09480

Central Health 0.07890

City of Austin 0.48110 

Leander ISD  1.49976

Round Rock ISD 1.33500 

Travis County 0.48550 

Round Rock ISD schools

•	 Canyon Creek Elementary School

•	 Grisham Middle School

•	 Westwood High School

Leander ISD schools

•	 Grandview Hills Elementary School

•	 Four Points Middle School

•	 Vandegrift High School

Anderson Mill Rd.

Boulder L

n.

on the market  (As of July 15, 2012)
No. of homes for sale 18

No. of homes under contract 19

Avg. days on the market 44

Home sales  (July 2011–July 2012)
No. of homes sold in last year 89

Square footage Low/High 1,658/4,148

Selling price Low/High $221,000/$439,900

REAL ESTATE

620
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Market Data Northwest Austin
on the market  (June 2012) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

454-7636
www.abor.com

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 15 / 51 days 3 / 280 days 10 / 93 days 28 / 79 days 14 / 57 days

$150,000–$199,999 19 / 78 days 34 / 70 days 17 / 63 days 15 / 53 days 12 / 50 days

$200,000–$299,999 28 / 42 days 21 / 207 days 12 / 68 days 3 / 36 days 21 / 44 days

$300,000–$399,999 1 / 62 days 3 / 30 days 11 / 53 days 1 / 93 days 11 / 72 days

$400,000–$499,999 - - 14 / 22 days 1 / 105 days 18 / 59 days

$500,000–$599,999 2 / 67 days - 6 / 27 days - 10 / 102 days

$600,000–$799,999 1 / 100 days - 4 / 39 days - 8 / 79 days

$800,000–$999,999 - - - - -

$1 million + - - - - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Average price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

June 2012 28 / $211,582 24 / $193,060 52 / $300,424 25 / $137,656 64 / $338,495

May 2012 26 / $202,585 28 / $187,201 61 / $342,389 33 / $127,539 46 / $300,900

April 2012 27 / $204,038 19 / $185,124 32 / $296,842 26 / $137,019 41 / $294,708

March 2012 30 / $185,051 14 / $195,187 39 / $275,212 22 / $116,778 35 / $304,912

February 2012 24 / $207,186 12 / $181,299 18 / $293,117 20 / $130,859 24 / $275,069

January 2012 19 / $160,362 19 / $191,845 17 / $247,179 12 / $130,077 31 / $290,753

December 2011 21 / $186,498 21 / $181,519 21 / $263,419 18 / $139,032 36 / $320,464

November 2011 13 / $159,350 15 / $191,398 21 / $331,014 21 / $87,598 21 / $322,527

October 2011 24 / $192,736 22 / $199,759 27 / $247,396 14 / $122,786 31 / $280,311

REAL ESTATE

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 7/7/12 and 7/17/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Parke 8005 Weldon Springs Court 3br/3ba $280,000 2,673 Laura Nye 497-5946 Stanberry & Associates

78726 grandview Hills 8023 Davis Mountain Pass 3br/2ba $265,000 2,051 Betsy gallagher 431-8265 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78726 Parke 12217 Waterton Parke Circle 4br/3ba $396,000 3,963 gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams Lake Travis

78727 Century Park Condo 2632 Century Park Blvd. 2br/2ba $132,500 1,335 Lockie Ealy 699-0866 Realty Austin

78727 Champions Forest 12016 Black Angus Drive 4br/2ba $239,000 2,317 Theresa Bastian 297-3442 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Cottages on Duval Condo 4902 Duval Road 2br/1ba $133,000 916 Kaitlin Merchant 203-4618 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Farms 13014 Staton Drive 3br/2ba $143,000 1,178 Stephen Merson 785-1638 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Ridge Condo 1900 Scofield Ridge Parkway 2br/2ba $149,000 1,558 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood Sec 7410 Napier Trail 4br/2ba $225,000 2,256 Cristina Murphey 809-1107 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Balcones Place Condo 9518 Topridge Drive 4br/3ba $225,000 2,493 Arlene Maze 789-1892 Carol Dochen Realtors

78750 Balcones Village 9019 Balcones Club Drive 3br/2ba $499,000 3,682 Richard Ryon 751-2319 Stanberry & Associates

78750 Bluffsat Villages Spicewood 11224 Cedarcliffe Drive 4br/3ba $479,900 3,287 Ed Lundry 401-6300 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Jester Point 8104 Chardonnay Cove 3br/2ba $550,000 2,970 Torre Shanks 346-9951 Amelia Bullock Realtors

78750 Jester Point 8105 Crabtree Cove 4br/2ba $435,000 2,523 Teresa gouldie 751-8000 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78750 Jester Point 8140 Jester Blvd. 5br/3ba $458,000 3,423 Thomas Cheng 298-7133 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Jester Point 8035 Bottlebrush Drive 5br/3ba $499,000 3,654 Don Crow 415-6677 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78750 Lakewood 6307 Lakewood Hollow 3br/2ba $305,000 1,775 Kathryn Hall 422-7237 goldwasser Real Estate

78750 Park West Condo 10616 Mellow Meadows Drive 2br/1ba $75,000 796 Lindsay Mitchell 577-2678 e-Executive Realty

78750 Park West Condo 10616 Mellow Meadows Drive 2br/1ba $75,000 796 Lindsay Mitchell 577-2678 e-Executive Realty

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12331 Double Tree Lane 4br/2ba $250,000 2,295 Chad goldwasser 420-0300 goldwasser Real Estate

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11301 Bristle Oak Trail 4br/2ba $165,000 1,558 Debbie Sheppard-Thrush 658-9653 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78758 Quail Creek 1106 Red Cliff Drive 4br/2ba $157,900 1,562 Robyn Mosner 913-5593 RE/MAX 1

78758 Quail Creek West 1620 Cripple Creek Drive 2br/2ba $145,000 1,603 Steve Bluestone 225-8622 Keller Williams Realty

78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood Drive 1br/1ba $96,750 598 Britt Howe 775-3794 Austin 360 Realty

78759 great Hills 9524 Ketona Cove 5br/3ba $565,000 3,814 Teresa gouldie 751-8000 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78759 great Hills 5715 Misty Hill Cove 4br/3ba $575,000 2,701 gay Puckett 502-7787 J.B. goodwin Realtors

78759 Lantana glen 3705 Claburn Drive 3br/2ba $294,950 2,048 Marilyn Williams 413-5078 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Mesa Village Condo 4159 Steck  Ave. 2br/2ba $134,500 1,056 Leisa Ormsbee 590-1833 J.B. goodwin Realtors

78759 Spicewood Hills 10112 Vaquero Trail 4br/3ba $539,000 4,265 gay Puckett 502-7787 J.B. goodwin Realtors

78759 Stillhouse Canyon Condo 4711 Spicewood Springs Road 2br/2ba $199,500 1,147 Shay Hargus Webb 775-1995 Austin Avenue Real Estate Co.

78759 Summer Wood 3812 Steck Ave. 3br/2ba $249,500 1,660 Lee Allbright 413-9520 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78759 Woodcrest 6401 Woodcrest Drive 3br/2ba $299,000 2,000 Matthew Everett 736-9346 Turnquist Partners Realtors

12331 Double Tree Lane $250,000

6401 Woodcrest Drive $299,000

8140 Jester Blvd. $458,000

13014 Staton Drive $143,000

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil east
78750 Anderson Mill/McNeil west 
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 great Hills/Arboretum



impactnews.com • July 2012 | FEATURES | 29

Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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rinted on recycled paper

LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.TM

11113 Research Boulevard     Austin, TX 78759     (512) 324-6000

SetonER.com is for minor emergencies only. If you are experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1.

SetonER.com

Powered by

Hold your place in line and reduce your wait time 

in the Emergency Room to 15 minutes or less.

Now no 

scheduling 

fee!

N
O

R
TH

W
E

S
T A

U
S

TIN


