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230 in six years
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Local groups cultivating 
new skilled workforce 

City working to close technology talent gap

Legislature, education agency draw ire over STAAR

Parents prep for fight at Capitol 
against high-stakes testing

By Sara Behunek
When the 83rd Texas Legislature con-

venes Jan. 8, lawmakers will be asked to 
consider legislation that would reduce or 
eliminate the effect the new State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness test has 
on high school students’ grades.

The bill is being drafted by a grassroots 
coalition, Texans Advocating Meaningful 
Student Assessments, formed in January by 
Anderson High School parents. 

“The way testing is done under STAAR 
takes all the joy, all the creativity and love 
of learning out of our classrooms. Because 
so much depends on the test scores, kids are 
no longer learning to think critically. They 
just learn to be test-taking machines,” said 
TAMSA member Dineen Majcher, who has 
a 10th grade student at Anderson.

Students in third through ninth grades 
took the STAAR test for the first time in 
March. The ninth-grade class that just 

finished the school year is the first to have to 
pass up to 15 end-of-course exams, among 
other thresholds put in place by lawmakers, 
to graduate high school.  

In its appeal to the Legislature, TAMSA 
will be joined by nearly 500 Texas school 
districts—including the Austin, Round 
Rock and Pflugerville ISDs—that have 
signed a resolution stating their disapproval 
of high-stakes testing and asking lawmakers 
to re-examine the 2009 law that led to the 
creation of STAAR. 

The stakes 
TAMSA, along with some other critics of 

STAAR, say they are not against standard-
ized tests. Rather, they do not agree with the 
level of stakes that are now tied to them.

Unlike the state’s previous standardized 
test, the Texas Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills—which students needed to pass 
at various grade levels to graduate—STAAR 

By Mitzie Stelte 
With close to 4,000 technology com-

panies employing  more than 100,000 
people—about 18 percent of the city’s 
workforce—Austin has secured a title 
as a national technology sector hub. 
But that has not left the city immune 
to a current nationwide talent gap in 
high-tech skills due to new technology 
trends and a rebound from the Inter-
net bust in 2001.

Dr. Bruce Porter, chairman of the 
Department of Computer Sciences at 

The University of Texas at Austin, said 
companies are hiring again, but they 
have recovered faster than recruit-
ment. Larger tech hubs such as Silicon 
Valley in California are also experi-
encing the shortage, but Austin’s tal-
ent gap is exacerbated by the city’s 
rapid population growth and rising 
demand for software over hardware—
a trend shift requiring new tech skills 
and more training.

Rise of a tech hub
Austin first emerged as a tech hub in 

the mid-1990s during the nationwide 
dot-com boom. Companies ranging 
from small startups to major global 

tech corporations such as Dell Inc., 
Apple Inc., Samsung Electronics Co. 
and IBM have either set up shop or 
expanded in Austin.

At the same time, the city’s semicon-
ductor and microchip market took off, 
with companies such as Austin-based 
Freescale Semiconductor emerging 
as a global leader. However, the scene 
began to change in 2001 with the dot-
com bust, when Internet companies 
over-saturated the market, cutting off 
the demand for tech recruitment and 
education nationwide.

“Computer science enrollment at 
UT dropped significantly right after 

has several tiers of requirements. One of 
those requirements is that STAAR end-of-
course tests, taken only by ninth through 
11th graders, count for 15 percent of stu-
dents’ final grades. 

While details of TAMSA’s bill are still 
being worked out, Majcher said it would 

definitely get rid of the 15 percent rule, as 
the rule places  an unreasonable amount of 
pressure on students.

Anderson High School Principal Donna 
Houser said educators are also feeling the 
pressure.  

See STAAR | 13

See Talent | 15

The four stakesSTAAR

Source: Texas Education Agency

End-of-course test scores count for 15 percenT of a student’s grade.1
Students must pass 15 TesTs in grades nine through 11 to graduate.2
Students must achieve a certain cumulaTive score in each of the 
four content areas: English, math, science and social studies.

The cumulative score is found by multiplying the satisfactory score by the number of 
tests administered in the four content areas.

Example: If 700 out of 1,000 is considered a satisfactory score on the three science tests, 
a student would need to get a cumulative score of 2,100 (three assessments × 700 = 
2,100) to graduate. A satisfactory score may be higher than the passing standard. 

3

Based on his or her graduation plan, students must achieve the 
passing sTandard or a predetermined minimum score on 
eight to 15 EOC exams.

Ninth-grade students choose one of three graduation plans: Minimum, Recommended 
or Distinguished. The programs differ in the number of required credits. The Minimum 
graduation plan requires parent and administrator permission.

4
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Round Rock ISD feeder pattern ROUND ROCK ISD

  

Education Focus

DISTRICT SCORES BY GRADE
2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Grade 3

Reading 94%

Math 94%

Grade 4

Reading 93%

Math 94%

Grade 5

Reading 95%

Math 94%

Grade 6

Reading 92%

Math 91%

Grade 7

Reading 93%

Math 90%

Grade 8

Reading 95%

Math 90%

Grade 9

Reading 93%

Math 82%

Grade 10

English language arts 93%
Math 83%

Grade 11

English language arts 98%
Math 94%

2010  –11 STATISTICS
State

District

Economically disadvantaged

59.2%
29.9%

Limited English proficiency (LEP)

16.9%
8.1%

Average annual salaries of teachers

$48,638 
$48,903

SUBJECT

State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Reading

90%
94%

94%

Math

84%
91%

91%

Writing

92%
95%

95%

Science

83%
91%

90%

Social studies

95%
97%

97%
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* State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test will eventually replace TAKS test in all grades.
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Austin’s High-Tech 
Employment Base

Austin is home to more than 100,000 tech 
professionals specializing in six main sectors:

Computers and electronics
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It’s easy to see how it happened. When you have unsurpassed clinical standards, technology  
and research, patients aren’t the only ones you attract. Not only do 68 cardiologists call St. David’s 
Heart & Vascular home, we have the most renowned group of electrophysiologists in the world.  

And while the numbers may be impressive, what’s really important is that over 250,000 times a year 
they provide compassionate, world-class care that heart patients say is better than anywhere else.

WE DIDN’T SET OUT TO HAVE   

THE MOST  
CARDIOLOGISTS  

WE SET OUT TO HAVE  

THE BEST.

TURNS OUT, WE HAVE BOTH.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.stdavidsheart.com

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse  
about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627 or (888) 868-2104.
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Standardized testing has 
been a part of most Texas 
students’ life for the past 
two decades or so. Some 
students are petrified of 
taking standardized tests—
something I am familiar 

with, as I can remember being extremely 
nervous on test days. The new State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
has even higher stakes than its predeces-
sors, the tests I took.  

Next year, the results are supposed 
to count for 15 percent of high school 
students’ grades in each course the test is 
taken, and some parents are worried about 
the effects this could have on their child’s 
grade point average. 

At the same time, the tests are intended 
to better prepare students for college, where 
test performance can drastically alter a 
student’s final grade. 

The topic is certainly complex, as Market 
Editor Sara Behunek found out when she 
started writing this issue’s Page 1 story on a 
local grassroots movement to decrease the 
stakes associated with STAAR. This move-
ment, started by Anderson High School 

parents, addresses the same concerns that 
educators and school administrators have 
voiced.

In the April edition of Community 
Impact Newspaper’s monthly Coffee with 
Impact series, seven superintendents— 
including Meria Carstarphen from 
Austin ISD, Pflugerville ISD’s Charles 
Dupre and Round Rock ISD’s  Jesús 
Chávez—discussed some of the difficul-
ties the districts faced in helping students 
prepare for the test. 

I would like to hear from you. If you 
are a parent, how did you help your child 
study? Are you concerned with the stakes 
tied to standardized tests? 

A good place to have a conversation is on 
our website, www.impactnews.com/austin-
metro/northwest-austin, where you can 
comment on this issue’s high-stakes article 
and other stories. I look forward to reading 
your input.
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Douglas blinds, and more...

MoPac express lanes a go with 
$130M agreement
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/northwest-austin

“Lanes will be skinny. There will be no shoulder, so no way 
to pull a disabled car off the road. There will be no room 
for error. The name should be changed from MoPac to 
MoWrecks.”

—J Bookly

“That’s right Bookly, MoWrecks with lanes narrowed down to 
10 to 11 ft. Hell, the buses are almost 10 ft. wide. Absolutely 
no room for error. Not to mention all of the construction will 
make MoPac traffic much worse for the next few years ... ”

—ATXObserver

Federal agency green-lights rapid 
transit bus routes
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/northwest-austin

“The route which travels the most densely populated corridor 
and has the most travel demand is predicted by Capital 
Metro’s own studies to show zero benefit over the existing 
101 limited-stop route on the same basic corridor. This is 
a joke.”

—Mike Dahmus
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surgical dermatology practice Sanova 
Dermatology in April at 12319 N. MoPac, 
Bldg. C, Ste. 100, in the Plaza North 
building. In addition to dermatological 
services, the doctors educate patients on 
preventative skin health and sun safety. 
Evening and weekend appointments are 
available. 837-3376,  
www.sanovadermatology.com

10  A Humana Guidance Center opened 
June 13 at 10710 Research Blvd., Ste. 120. 
Humana members and nonmembers can 
access information at the center about 
Humana health insurance plans and 
receive answers to health questions. The 
center will host activities such as yoga, 
crafting and video bowling leagues, all of 
which are open to the public. 338-6129

11  Thuanly Ho opened Split Ends Hair & 
Nail Salon on June 8 at 11101 Burnet Road, 
Ste. 160, in the Austin Commons center. 
Services include haircuts for women, 
men and children; hair color; manicures; 
pedicures; waxing; facials; massage; and 
eyelash extensions. The salon is open daily 
and accepts walk-in clients. 339-4488

12  The Samaritan Center for Counseling 
and Pastoral Care opened a satellite 
location in May at Shepherd of the Hills 
Church, 6909 W. Courtyard Drive, with 
counselors Teresa Shigemasa and Ann 
Wood providing services. Shigemasa 
is a licensed counselor, and Wood is a 
dependency counselor specializing in 
adults and seniors. The Samaritan Center’s 
main Austin office is at 8956 Research 
Blvd., Bldg. 2. Appointments may be made 
by calling the main office. 451-7337,  
www.samaritan-center.org

Former teacher and college counselor 
Elida Bonet started Pathfinder Academic 
Consulting in May from her Northwest 
Austin home. Bonet provides step-by-step 
guidance in the college admission process. 
She is especially interested in helping 
students with special needs, including 
anxiety, depression and attention deficit 
disorder. 663-3261,  
www.pathfinderacademicconsulting.com

Coming Soon

13  A Texan Urgent Care is coming to 
the intersection of River Place Boulevard 
and RR 2222. The urgent care facility has 
signed on as an anchor tenant for a $10 
million, 36,000-square-foot development 
by Onair Development LLC, an Austin-
based developer specializing in medical 
offices. Workers will break ground on the 
three-story medical office building this 
summer, and the building would likely be 
ready for occupancy next year.
www.onairdevelopment.com

14  AZIZ Salon and Day Spa is opening 
a second location in late July at 10000 
Research Blvd., Ste. 141, in the Arboretum. 

Now Open

1  Sleep Experts opened May 24 at the 
Great Hills Market, 9828 Great Hills Trail, 
Ste 330. The mattress distributor also 
opened a location April 25 at 11066 Pecan 
Park Blvd., Ste. 417, near Lakeline Mall in 
Cedar Park. Sleep Experts was founded in 
2003 and sells innerspring, foam and air 
mattresses from brands including Tempur-
Pedic, Simmons and Beautyrest. 994-3020, 
www.sleepexperts.com

2  In March, Allstate agent Dana Spruiell 
opened an office at 10000 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 252, at the Arboretum. Spruiell has 
been with Allstate for 21 years and offers 
home, auto and life insurance as well as 
insurance for boats and motorcycles. Agent 
Todd Leonard also works at the Aboretum 
office. 451-6571, www.allstateagencies.
com/danaspruiell1

3  Jack Marino and Jason Clevlen opened 
a franchise of The Traveling Photo Booth 
in early June at 7000 N. MoPac, Ste. 200. 
They offer retro photo booth rentals for 
weddings and other special events, and 
can accommodate large and small groups. 
The photo booths are automatic and print 

photo strips on-site. 524-6046,  
www.thetravelingphotobooth.com

4  CherryBerry Self-Serve Yogurt Bar 
opened May 9 at 10515 N. MoPac, Ste. 121, 
in the Shops at Arbor Walk. The yogurt bar 
has 50 flavors, including sea salt caramel 
pretzel and white chocolate mousse. 
Toppings, of which there are 50, include 
fresh fruit and graham crackers. Kevin 
Keck is the franchise owner.  
243-5997, www.cherryberryteam.com

5  Private elementary school Schoolhouse 
Academy will open for its first school year 
Sept. 6 at 13740 Research Blvd., Ste. T1. 
The school is hosting summer camps in 
June through August. Director Karen Dale 
Wolman said the school would promote a 
safe, antibully environment. Schoolhouse 
Academy is accepting enrollment for pre-
school through second grade and will add 
a grade each year. 382-9632,  
www.schoolhousea.com

6  A Sephora inside JCPenney opened 
April 20 at 12351 N. I-35 in the Tech Ridge 
Center. Sephora sells beauty products, 
makeup and skin care items, and offers 
makeup applications and tips. Brands 

available at Sephora include Smashbox, 
Bare Escentuals and NARS.  
873-7438, ext. 390, www.sephora.com

7  Charles and Nancy Chick opened 
a second school, Bluebonnet School of 
Canyon Creek, on June 4 at 10321 Boulder 
Lane. The school provides summer camps 
for infants through school-age children 
and in the fall will offer kindergarten 
and after- school care. Bluebonnet School 
serves families in the Canyon Creek, 
Grandview Hills, Riverplace, Steiner 
Ranch and Anderson Mill neighborhoods. 
Kristen Gregory is the director of school. 
219-5100, www.bluebonnetschool.com

8  The Austin flagship location of My Fit 
Foods opened May 26 at 12415 N. I-35. 
My Fit Foods prepares healthy meals for 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks, and 
about 90 percent of its food is gluten- free. 
Cooking and packaging for the pre-
portioned meals sold at other locations is 
done at this site. This is the 50th location 
in the nation to open. 821-2531,  
www.myfitfoods.com

9  Drs. Miriam Hanson and Adam 
Mamelak started medical, cosmetic and 
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The salon will offer hair and nail services, 
waxes, facials and massages. A doctor will 
be on-site to perform Botox injections and 
dermal fillers. A grand opening is planned 
for Aug. 14 during Austin Fashion Week 
activities at the Arboretum. 476-4131, 
www.azizsalon.com

Expansions

15  After a monthlong remodel, 
Earthbound Trading Co. reopened its 
store at 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. E4, 
in Lakeline Mall on the lower level between 
JCPenney and Macy’s. Earthbound 
Trading Co. sells an assortment of jewelry, 
T-shirts and accessories from throughout 
the world. 219-6441,  
www.earthboundtrading.com

16  Barb Trepagnier, owner of Hill 
Country Cottage Gardener in San Marcos, 
has expanded to The Domain. Luxe 
Apothetique, 11501 Century Oaks Terrace, 
Ste. 129, began carrying Trepagnier’s 
handmade ceramic pendants, pins and 
rings in mid-May. 396-1727,  
www.hillcountrycottagegardener.com, 
www.etsy.com/shop/BarbsCottage

17  The Great Hills Country Club, 5914 
Lost Horizon Drive, added four tennis 
courts June 15. The new courts will 
alleviate a two-year wait list for the club’s 
tennis membership. The club is having a 
membership drive through June 30 with 
the opportunity to donate to a charity. The 
member-owned, nonprofit country club 
opened in 1971. 345-6940,  
www.greathillscc.org

Relocations

18  Relax Day Spa relocated within 
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
to Ste. A3, which is on the second floor 
next to Sears. The day spa has been open 
for four years. 415-6049

19  Asatte Press relocated May 21 from 
owners David and Tomoko Hetherington’s 
home to 3445 Executive Center Drive,  
Ste. 216. The company publishes and 

provides content for books, software 
and social Web applications to enhance 
personal skills such as preparing for a job 
or mixing cocktails. Asatte Press started in 
August. 866-308-2139,  
www.asattepress.com

20 Technology consultants Elert & 
Associates relocated in May from 8500  
N. MoPac, Ste. 813, to 13284 Pond Springs 
Road, Ste. 304. E&A assists clients with 
technology planning, creates design 
plans and helps clients select vendors. 
The company was founded in 1984 and is 
headquartered in Stillwater, Minn.  
451-5445, www.elert.com

21  The Austin City Ballet merged with 
The Austin Conservatory of the Arts to 
form The Austin City Ballet Performing 
Arts Conservatory, a nonprofit 
organization that includes the Austin City 
Ballet performing company. The Austin 
City Ballet also relocated June 1 to 13291 
Pond Springs Road from 14735 Bratton 
Lane. The organization offers classes in 
ballet, musical theater, acting, voice, jazz 
and hip-hop. 989-3363,  
www.austincityballet.org

22 Dr. Neal Shah recently relocated his 
practice from 3307 Northland Drive,  
Ste. 230, to 3807 Spicewood Springs Road, 
Ste. 100, and renamed it Austin Dental 
Arts. Shah provides general and cosmetic 
dentistry, and has been practicing for 13 
years. 454-2583,  
www.austindentalarts.com

Remodel

23 Frozen custard and burger eatery 
Culvers, 2240 W. Braker Lane, underwent 
a remodel that added warmer paint colors 
as well as new booths and tables. The 
remodel was part of nationwide initiative 
at all Culvers restaurants in business 
around 15 years. George Gentile owns 
the West Braker Lane location and will 
celebrate 15 years of business in 2013.  
836-4162, www.culvers.com 

Founder Jess Duarte (left) and employee Kyra Deprez show off the new logo for Boardwalk Cleaning, 
formerly known as Lone Star Maids. The rebranding will allow for franchise opportunities throughout the U.S.

25

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

Drs. Miriam Hanson and Adam Mamelak opened 
their practice, Sanova Dermatology, in April at the 
Plaza North building at MoPac and Parmer Lane.

9

CherryBerry is a new self-serve frozen yogurt shop 
at the Shops at Arbor Walk with flavors such as 
espresso, cheesecake and pink lemonade sorbet.
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Under Construction

24 Construction started in late February 
on the Wells Branch Creek Apartments 
at 12612 N. Lamar Blvd. Plans call for 
192 apartments in eight buildings with 
a clubhouse and pool on the 17-acre 
property. The developer is Dallas-based 
Duke Inc.

Name Change

25 Lone Star Maids, 9705 Burnet Road, 
Ste. 307, is in the process of changing its 
name to Boardwalk Cleaning, which 
will allow the company to franchise 
throughout the nation. Boardwalk 
Cleaning offers residential cleaning and 
maid service. Membership services will 
soon be available. Jess Duarte founded the 
company in 2003. 258-4798,  
www.boardwalkcleaning.com

Closing

26 Red Robin Gourmet Burgers recently 
closed its location in the Anderson Mill 
Shopping Center, 13315 Research Blvd.

The Austin Microsoft 
Store is now open in 
The Domain.

The Austin Microsoft Store at The Domain is offi cially open and 
is your go-to spot for all of your PC, Xbox and Smartphone 
needs. Stop by the Store to attend a free software workshop, 
troubleshoot any computer issues with a trained technician or 
just to learn more about the latest technology.  
The Microsoft Store is between Macy’s and Gloria’s.

3309 Esperanza Crossing, Ste. 104 | 512-582-6500

12201 Renfert Way, 
Ste. 220

Austin, TX   78758
Next to North Austin 

Medical Center

The fi rst hospital-based midwifery 
practice in Austin, we provide a 

naturalistic approach to childbirth 
and women’s health. We are 

devoted to empowering women to 
make choices about their health-

care in a supportive, nurturing, 
non-judgmental environment. We 
commit our collaborative energies 

to forge a patient-provider partner-
ship that embraces consistent, safe, 

and respectful care.

Christina Sebestyen, MD is proud to introduce 

April Schiemenz, MD 
to our team  of physicians and midwives.

512-425-3825      www.obgynnorth.com

Compiled by Amy Denney
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Job # 659.1.BLB.11  •  Job Title: Full Page Ad
Publication: Community Impact Newspaper  •  Colors: CMYK
Bleed: NA  •  Trim: NA  •  Live: 10 x 12.25
Date due to Pub: 5/11

What a difference three days make.
At Blue Baker, our artisan baking process takes three days. It’s a process that requires small 

batches, traditional techniques and simple, honest ingredients to craft remarkably fl avorful 

bread. Stop by our artisan bakery café for pastries. Sandwiches. Soup. Salads. Stone-oven 

pizza. And, of course, our made-from-scratch breads. Learn more about artisan baking at 

bluebaker.com. And while you’re there, download our daily specials calendar. 

Open daily 7AM–10PM    10000 Research Blvd.    Free Wi-Fi    bluebaker.com
Delivery and catering for groups large and small: 512.346.BLUE

NOW OPEN

IN THE ARBORETUM
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CALENDAR

July 6–8
By Sara Behunek

Nonprofit organization Brides Against Breast Cancer’s Tour of Gowns makes a stop at 
the Renaissance Austin Hotel, 9721 Arboretum Blvd. Designer wedding gowns and bridal 
accessories are for sale at up to 85 percent off the retail price. 

Most gowns range from $99–$799. The collection includes some exclusive designer and 
couture gowns valued at up to $20,000 available for a 25 percent to 75 percent discount. 
More than half of the gowns are new and are donated by designers, manufacturers and bridal 
retailers.

The sale is from 10 a.m.–6 p.m. July 7 and 11 a.m.–4 p.m. July 8. Admission is free. A VIP 
Pink Power Hour takes place July 6 from 6–9 p.m. and features drinks, food vendors, models 
and early access to the collection. Admission to the Pink Power Hour is $25.

Attendees must register online. For more information or to volunteer, call 941-907-9350 or 
visit www.bridesagainstbreastcancer.org.
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Headquartered in Sarasota, Fla., Brides Against Breast Cancer operates a bridal gown boutique in 
addition to the Tour of Gowns, which stops in Northwest Austin July 6–8.

Tour of Gowns charity sale27 Mozart’s ‘Don Giovanni’
The Metropolitan Opera presents a previously 
filmed live performance of Mozart’s “Don 
Giovanni.” Mariusz Kwiecien plays the 
infamous seducer in Michael Grandage’s new 
staging, which is led by The Metropolitan 
Opera’s principal conductor, Fabio Luisi.  
6:30 p.m. $12.50. Regal Arbor Cinema, 9828 
Great Hills Trail, Ste. 800. 231-9742.  
www.uatc.com

30 Veteran education fair
The Austin Higher Education Alliance presents 
a higher education and opportunity fair 
for veterans, military personnel and their 
families. The event features colleges that offer 
discounts and considerations to the military 
and veteran population, including Art Institute 
Austin, National American University,  
St. Edward’s University, the University of 
Phoenix Military Division and more. 9 a.m.–
noon. Free. Wells Branch Community Center, 
3000 Shoreline Drive. 966-6893

July

4 July Fourth Concert and Fireworks
The Austin Symphony Orchestra presents 
its July Fourth concert. The performance 
culminates in a fireworks display. 
Refreshments are available on-site. 8:30 p.m. 
Free. Auditorium Shores, 800 W. Riverside 
Drive. 476-6064. www.austinsymphony.org

4 July Fourth pool party
The event, sponsored by Bartlett Tree Experts, 
features family-friendly activities, an inflatable 
waterslide, music and patriotic decorations. 
2–4 p.m. Free. El Salido Pool, 11500 El Salido 
Parkway. 258-4104. www.amld.org

17 Umlauf’s 100th birthday celebration
The Umlauf Sculpture Garden & Museum 
celebrates the centennial of 20th century 
American sculptor Charles Umlauf’s birth with 
100 cupcakes and lemonade. 2–4 p.m. $1. 
Umlauf Sculpture Garden & Museum, 605 
Robert E. Lee Road. 445-5582, ext. 103.  
www.umlaufsculpture.org

 Worth the trip
20–21 Night in Old Fredericksburg
The 49th annual event celebrates the city’s 
German heritage with locally made sausage, 
Texas wines, German beer, a selection of 
hand-crafted gifts, home decor, specialty 
foods, jewelry and art. The event features 
live music including German polka and Texas 
country-western with performances by The 
Wagon Aces, Camaran Nelson, Thomas 
Michael Riley and Weldon Henson. Fri.  
6 p.m.–midnight, Sat. 11:30 a.m.–midnight. 
$1–$6, free (Saturday between 11:30 a.m.– 
6 p.m.). 100 block of West Main Street, 
Fredericksburg. 830-997-6523. 
www.nightinoldfredericksburg.com

June

22 ‘The Unknown’ with live musical 
accompaniment
The Austin Classical Guitar Society, Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema and The Austin Museum 
of Art and Arthouse present an outdoor 
screening of the 1927 silent film, “The 
Unknown,” starring Joan Crawford and 
Lon Chaney Sr. as a circus knife thrower in 
Northern Spain. The event features a new 
musical score performed live. Tickets include 
valet parking, dinner, two glasses of wine and 
the screening. 7:30 p.m. (grounds open),  
9 p.m. (movie). $50 (general admission), $45 
(ACGS, AMOA-Arthouse members). Laguna 
Gloria, 3809 W. 35th St. 323-6380.  
www.drafthouse.com

23 Lego building at Barnes & Noble
Barnes & Noble kicks off its new hands-on 
learning series with a Lego building event 
to help children develop fine motor skills. 
Participants may take their creation home. 
Children must be age 4 or older to participate. 
1 p.m. Free. 10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 158. 
418-8985. www.barnesandnoble.com

23 Biff Johnson Memorial Golf 
Tournament
The four-person scramble golf tournament 
honors former Leander City Manager Anthony 
“Biff” Johnson, who died in March 2011 of 
a heart attack. Proceeds help Leander ISD 
purchase defibrillators. Sponsorships are 
available. 8 a.m. $400 (entry), $200 (hole 
sponsors). Crystal Falls Golf Course, 3400  
W. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander. 743-5901

25 ‘Why Cowboys Sing, in Texas’ 
puppet show
Puppets Slim Jim Bean and the Old Timer 
perform children’s book “Why Cowboys Sing, 
In Texas.” 2 p.m. Free. Austin Public Library 
Spicewood Springs Branch, 8637 Spicewood 
Springs Road. 974-3800.  
www.austintexas.gov/library

Sponsored by

Find more Central Texas events or submit Northwest Austin 
events at www.impactnews.com/nwa-calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

Online Calendar

austincc.edu 

Classes start August 27. APPLY NOW.

Austin Community College
Community Impact
4.9167x2.94, 1/8 color
Runs June 2012

THERE.
GET

START
HERE.
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My Health.  My Doctor.  My ADC.My Health.  My Doctor.  My ADC.

The Austin Diagnostic Clinic EasyCare
2400 Cedar Bend Dr.
512-901-4031    ADClinic.com/EasyCare

You don’t feel well but you want to feel 
better - fast. You can receive same-day, 
after-hours care from the providers at 
The Austin Diagnostic Clinic 7 days a 
week in north Austin.  New patients and 
most insurance plans accepted. Call us at  
512-901-4031 to make an appointment 
or walk-in.   

EasyCare for Teens & Adults 
 8 years and older 
 8am-8pm Monday-Friday 
 9am-5pm Sat-Sun 
EasyCare for babies and children: 
 2 months-18 years 
 3pm-8pm Monday-Friday 
 9am-5pm Sat-Sun 

School physical
appointments

available Mon-Fri
8 am to 5 pm
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NEWS REPORT

By Mitzie Stelte
Austin Energy customers will see their 

rates increase for the first time in 17 years.
On June 7, Austin City Council unani-

mously approved a new rate structure to 
occur in two phases—the first beginning 
in October and resulting in about an $8 
increase per month for the average  
household.

Phase I is expected to generate  
$71 million in additional revenue for the 
energy provider. The second phase, which 
should add about $3 to $5 to the average 
household’s bill, is planned for 2014 after a 
review of the utility’s finances.

Austin Energy staff said in September 
that a $131 million shortfall necessitated a  
12.5 percent systemwide rate increase. The 
city-owned utility recently modified that 
figure to $126 million, but council lowered 
the revenue requirement to $71 million.

The approved plan also includes a five-
tier rate structure based on energy usage 
similar to the utility’s original proposal, 
but the residential fixed rate will be $10, 
not $22. Prior to approval, Councilwoman 
Laura Morrison amended the plan to 
include slight changes to the tier structure 
to spread out the increases. 

Additionally, the new plan would give 

any independent school district a 10 per-
cent discount on energy bills and caps the 
rates for group worship communities.

The plan also eliminates discounts given 
to larger businesses as their contracts begin 
to expire in the next couple of years.

The changes do not offer an energy dis-
count to customers outside the city limits.

A public hearing was held prior to the 
vote, and the consensus among those who 
testified, as well as council members, was 
that although the plan was not perfect, it 
was better than Austin Energy’s original 
proposal unveiled in December.

Joshua Houston of Texas Impact, a 
faith-based public policy advocacy group, 
said the faith community supports the new 
plan as charitable customers with off-peak 
energy usage are no longer penalized.

Carol Biedrzycki, executive director of 
Texas Ratepayers Organization to Save 
Energy, urged support of an extended Cus-
tomer Assistance Program for low-income 
residents, and an amendment was added to 
expand eligibility prior to passage.

“It’s hard to be in favor of a rate increase, 
but there have been a lot of improvements 
since December,” Biedrzycki said.

City Council OKs new Austin Energy 
rates to minimize revenue shortfall 

New Residential base electric rates

CurreNt Residential base electric rates

Source: Austin Energy

First 500 kilowatt-hours 1.8 cents per kilowatt-hour 3.3 cents per kilowatt-hour

501–1,000 kilowatt-hours 5.6 cents per kilowatt-hour 8 cents per kilowatt-hour

1,001–1,500 kilowatt-hours 7.2 cents per kilowatt-hour 9.1 cents per kilowatt-hour

2,501+ kilowatt-hours 9.6 cents per kilowatt-hour 11.4 cents per kilowatt-hour

1,501–2,500 kilowatt-hours 8.4 cents per kilowatt-hour 11 cents per kilowatt-hour

Energy use October–May June–September

Comment at impactnews.com

First 500 kilowatt-hours 3.55 cents per kilowatt-hour 3.55 cents per kilowatt-hour

500+ kilowatt-hours 6.02 cents per kilowatt-hour 7.82 cents per kilowatt-hour

Energy use October–May June–September

PAINT YOUR HOME 
FOR FREE USING

Available in two neutral colors

A CITY OF AUSTIN SERVICE

City of Austin • Household Hazardous Waste Facility
2514 Business Center Dr. 
512-974-4343

Tuesdays and Wednesdays: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturdays: 7 a.m. - Noon
Closed July 4th

austinrecycles.com

100% Recycled • High-Quality • Low-VOC

Two Convenient Locations! 
Corner of Bee Cave Rd and Westbank Dr.

3801 Bee Cave Rd S, Ste 140
 Lake Creek Square Shopping Center

12129 FM 620 North, Ste. 103

FEDERAL
Workers!

Need hearing aids?
Miracle-Ear Hearing Aid Center

is NOW O�ering...
hearing aids at NO COST to 

federal workers and retirees!

That’s Right... No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!  No Adjustment Fee!

Blue Cross Blue Shield Federal Insurance pays total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear ME200 
series aids with a 2 year warranty! Most Federal Government employees and retirees 
are eligible. You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance 
coverage. Special factory pricing available for non-quali�ers.

Discover How Much Better Your World Can Sound…

Call Today 512-298-3655

Miracl

Blue Cross Blue Shield Federal Insurance pays total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear 
ME200 series aids. Most Federal Government employees and retirees are 
eligible. You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance 
coverage. Special factory pricing available for non-quali� ers.
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TRANSPORTATION

By Sara Behunek
Capital Metro is proposing to double-

track three segments of the Red Line in 
Northwest Austin so it can add a fifth car 
to its operational fleet and provide more 
frequent train service. 

Doug Allen, executive vice president 
and chief development officer for Capital 
Metro, said he expects to know in June 
whether the transit agency was approved 
for a $10.3 million grant from the federal 
government given to transportation proj-
ects that generate economic recovery. 

To get the grant, Capital Metro pledged 
$1 million and the City of Austin pledged 
$3.6 million to help fund the $11.8 mil-
lion project. They would also contribute 
$502,800 worth of in-kind services, a com-
mon funding mechanism.

With the money, the agency would also:
•	 upgrade signals at 24 intersections to 

reduce automobile wait time while trains 
are passing for $1.1 million,

•	 extend the Lance Armstrong Bikeway in 
downtown Austin by a half mile for  
$1 million,

•	 and redesign the underpass at Fourth 
Street and I-35 for $1.5 million.

Capital Metro proposes adding tracks, 
increasing Red Line train frequency

Allen said the proposed double-tracked 
segments are part of the long-term plan for 
the commuter line, which began opera-
tions in 2010. About 2,000 people board 
the Red Line each day. 

“We are pretty much at capacity for the 
peak period. We do have people that are 
standing,” Allen said. 

In addition to boosting capacity, an 
additional train would increase train fre-
quency to every 24–27 minutes from every 
34 minutes now. 

If the grant is approved, construction 
could begin immediately, and the bulk of 
the work on the tracks would take place 
between October 2012 and March 2013. 
The agency said the projects would create 
approximately 200 jobs in the year from 
the grant award.

If the grant is not approved, Allen said 
he did not see Capital Metro paying for the 
tracks itself in the near term.

“We will continue to look at ways to 
fund that, but if we can’t, we will continue 
to run the service that we are running 
now,” he said.

Comment at impactnews.com
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Proposed Red Line improvements
Capital Metro wants to double-track three segments of 
the Red Line so the agency can add passenger capacity 
and increase train frequency to every 24–27 minutes.
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Service changes depend on $10.3 million federal grant

1 Call 512-836-5901  |  2 visit an Amplify branch  |  3 CliCk goamplify.com/equitytoday

 Your Home Equity loan 
  is More than a Rate.
   Let us help you compare offers!

HoME EquitY loan2 Rates as Low as  

no Closing Costs3

 Regardless of Your Loan Amount!

no appRaisal fEE And Your Equity is Determined by Current Appraised Value—Not the County Assessed Value!

1 Annual Percentage Rate (APR). 2 Must apply by 7/31/12. Subject to borrower qualifications. LTV cannot exceed 80% of your home’s value.  
   Additional terms, conditions and restrictions may apply. Membership required. Property insurance required. 3 Escrow waiver fee may apply.

2012Q2HE_AD_CI_v2.indd   1 5/24/12   3:40 PM
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Austin mayor says he will 
not support funding urban 
rail in 2012

Austin Mayor Lee Leffin-
gwell said June 1 he would 
not support funding the 
first phase of a proposed 
urban rail network this 
year. The announcement 
essentially killed the chance 
for an item on the Novem-
ber ballot devoting bond 
money toward design and 
construction of the rail line’s first leg.

Leffingwell wrote, “… In my view, 
we do not yet have a sufficient level of 
certainty regarding a plan to fund and 
manage operations and maintenance of 
an urban rail system. We also do not yet 
have the degree of certainty that I would like to 
see as it relates to a prospective federal funding 
match for construction costs, which is a funda-
mental need.”

The city has been studying a 17.5-mile urban 
rail network that would connect with the Capi-
tal Metro Red Line at Fourth Street, circulate 
downtown and provide service to the Mueller 

City Council approves preliminary short-term 
rental regulations

On June 7, Austin City 
Council approved prelimi-
nary short-term rental (STR) 
regulations that were less 
strict than those recom-
mended by the Austin Plan-
ning Commission. 

The regulations affect resi-
dential STRs—single-family 
structures rented for a period 
of between one and 30 consecutive 
days—and commercial STRs, prop-
erties not occupied by an owner. 

The ordinance, passed on first 
reading, says no more than  
3 percent of housing in any given 
ZIP code can be used for STRs. 

The planning commission had 
recommended property owners 

of STRs be required to pay a hotel 
occupancy tax, provide contact 
information to both the city and 
renters, and accept liability for 
damages resulting from renters’ 
actions. Renters would be required 
to comply with occupancy limits 
and noise and parking restrictions, 
among other regulations. 

City Council to create special economic incentive committee
On June 7, Austin City Council 

approved the creation of a special com-
mittee on economic incentives com-
prising the mayor and three council 
members.

The new committee will hold pub-
lic meetings and investigate possible 
uniform contract terms for economic 
development proposals.

The initiative is in response to some 
public outcry over the city’s use of eco-
nomic incentives in various develop-
ment deals—including the $8.6 million 
tax incentive agreement made in March 
with Apple Inc. to build a new North-
west Austin campus.

An original resolution creating such 
a committee was amended May 24 to 
allow council members to determine 

membership at the request of Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell. Originally, the makeup 
included only the resolution’s three 
sponsors—council members Mike Mar-
tinez, Laura Morrison and Kathie Tovo.

Martinez said his intention was not 
to stop recruiting companies and seek-
ing developments that would benefit 
the city, but to create a better process to 
reach such an outcome.

Morrison said she would like to 
explore the possibility of increased pub-
lic engagement throughout the master 
development agreement process in the 
future. Members agreed, though it was 
noted a careful balance would still have 
to be kept regarding confidentiality for 
the businesses who submit applications 
to the city.

HomeAway is one option to find short-term rentals. 
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Urban rail 
Phase 1

Capital Metro 
Red Line

MetroRapid bus

Recommended 
first phase of 
urban rail

development in Northeast Austin as well as 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport.

On May 22, Austin Transportation Depart-
ment staff recommended asking voters to 
approve up to $275 million in bonds, an amount 
the federal government would likely match. 

The $550 million sum would cover the cost 
to design, engineer and construct 5.5 miles of 
the track.

  Austin City Council 
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St. 
974-2497, www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

June 28, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at  
www.austintexas.gov/department/
channel-6

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.  

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

Austin

Williamson County Meetings

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff

County asks for delay in 
salamander decision

Williamson County Commissioners are 
requesting more time to develop research 
on salamanders that could potentially be 
listed as endangered species.

Commissioners voted May 22 to send a 
letter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
asking them to delay their decision until at 
least July 31.

“We want to give the [U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife] Service every opportunity to 
review [the research] we have,” Precinct 3 
Commissioner Valerie Covey said.

The Williamson County Conservation 
Foundation is studying the Georgetown 
Salamander and Jollyville Plateau Sala-
mander to find out what threatens them.

Emergency preparedness flash mob at City Hall plaza
A flash mob gathered on City 

Hall plaza May 30 to raise aware-
ness about emergency prepared-
ness. The Austin Office of Home-
land Security and Emergency 

Management hosted the event, in 
conjunction with Dance Austin 
Studio, located in North Austin.

See video at impactnews.com
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I’ve got you covered
Austin’s manhole covers keep a lid on our waste water. Austin water 
maintains more than 2,600 miles of sewer lines that run below the nearly 
50,000 manhole covers that dot Austin. Millions of gallons of waste water 
that runs through those lines is cleaned daily by our two treatment plants 
before being returned to the Colorado river. In fact, the water we return to 
the river is as clean as it was when we captured it upstream. It’s one of the 
many ways Austin Water has got you covered. 

Learn more about how Austin Water is clearly reliable at
austintexas.gov/department/water

austintexas.gov/department/water

Dr. Daphne D. Savedra, D.C.
Chiropractor

MEET THE 
NEW DOCTOR 

IN AUSTIN

FREE 

YOU MAY HAVE ONE OF 
THESE 12 DANGER SIGNALS 
OF PINCHED NERVES!
1. Headaches 
2. Neck Pain
3. Shoulder Pain
4. Arthritis
5. Dizziness
6. Carpal Tunnel
7. Back Pain
8. Sciatica
9. Leg Pain 
10. Numb Hands
11. Bursitis
12. Muscle Spasms

FIND OUT NOW if chiropractic care 
can help. This FREE examination 
will include a spinal alignment 
check, an examination for 
restricted motion in the spine 
and an examination for muscle 
spasms and swelling, as well as 
a consultation with the doctor to 
discuss the results.

*Due to Federal Regulations, this does 
not apply to Medicare/Medicaid.

Dr. Daphne Savedra is a con-
tributing author to the book, 
“Neck Pain, Neck Pain... Why 
Your Neck Hurts and What 
You Can Do About It.” 

© FC 2009

(NO OBLIGATION - NOTHING TO PAY!)

Spinal Screening 
Examination!*

12129 FM 620 North, Suite 430 | Austin, TX
www.careplus-chiropractic.com

CALL TODAY: 

512.250.0025

Christina Sebestyen, MD April Schiemenz, MD Tesa Miller, MD LIsa Carlile, CNM Kathy Harrison-Short, CNM Siobhan Kubesh, CNM
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“The accountability over the years has 
become more invasive upon the curriculum 
focus,” she said. “In other words, the curricu-
lum is being modified to meet the demands 
of the test rather than the test assessing what 
should be taught in that core curriculum.”

Texas Education Agency spokeswoman 
Debbie Ratcliffe said the TEA encourages 
teachers to focus on the state curriculum.

Beyond the classroom time being dedi-
cated to test preparation is also the large 
expenses that come it, critics said. 

Anderson allocates $26,000 each year, 
about 15 percent of its annual budget, to 
test preparation. AISD is spending nearly 
$500,000 on remediation courses this 
summer for students who did not pass 
one or more of the tests, spokeswoman 
Erin Moore said. Meanwhile, the Texas 
Legislature has cut education funding by  
$5.4 billion statewide.

Fifteen percent rule
At the urging of some lawmakers, TEA 

Commissioner Robert Scott allowed dis-
tricts to delay the 15 percent rule for the 
2011–12 school year. Of Texas’ 1,235 dis-
tricts, 1,150, or 93 percent, took Scott up on 
his offer.

“It was really hard for us to prepare for 
the test, and the fact that they even consid-
ered making it 15 percent of our grade was 
just absurd to me,” said Kameron Schultz, a 
15-year-old sophomore at Anderson. 

Unless legislators amend the statute or 
adopt a different one at the 2013 general 
session—or the incoming TEA commis-
sioner (Scott announced in May his resigna-
tion effective July 2) finds a way to defer the  
15 percent rule for another year—high 
school students taking the test next spring 
will see their final grades, as well as their 
GPA and class rank, affected by the results. 

Skin in the game
Since the birth of accountability ratings in 

Texas in 1993, the average four-year gradu-
ation rate for state public schools has risen 
from an estimated 66.1 percent in 1995–96 
to 75.4 percent in 2009–10, the most recent 
data available, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics. 

Experts interviewed for this article said 
there is no scientific data that links standard-
ized test scores and academic performance, 
but Drew Scheberle, senior vice president 
for education and talent development at 
the Austin Chamber of Commerce, said he 
thinks the improvement in the graduation 
rate is because students now have skin in  
the game. 

“If everything was so wonderful without 
high-stakes testing, why was it that in our 
inner cities, 80 percent of our students were 
failing basic tests of literacy and numeracy?” 
he asked.

The problem with STAAR, Scheberle said, 
is not the stakes but the way TEA imple-
mented the test. Educators were given a 
limited amount of material to help prepare 
students and even now run the risk of losing 
their teaching license if they ask a student 
what was on the test. 

One Anderson biology teacher compen-
sated for the insufficiency of material by 
spending the bulk of winter break going 
through more than 1,600 test questions 
on a New York exam created by Pearson, 
the company that put together STAAR, 
Houser said. 

The teacher assessed the questions based 
on what students are expected to learn in 
Texas and then began every class with a 
warm-up question. Students who did not 
get the warm-up question correct spent 
their lunch period going over the subject 
matter and had to answer a similar question 
correctly to receive participation points. 

Test results, released in June, indicate 
this type of rigorous preparation paid off. 
Anderson ranked higher than the 90th per-
centile in biology statewide. The school also 
scored above the 90th percentile in algebra 

I, algebra II, geometry and world geography. 
However, Ratcliffe said the TEA does not 

endorse repetitive drills and defended the 
agency’s implementation of the test. 

“I believe we have done a good job 
implementing STAAR given the time lim-
its and legal requirements that are in place,” 
she said.

STAAR
Continued from | 1

STAAR timeline

End-of-course (EOC) exam results released to students in grades 9–11

EOC Prep Camp for students who did not pass one or more of the 
STAAR tests in March begins

Grades 3–8 STAAR passing standards reviewed by TEA commissioner

2011–12 Academic Excellence Indicator System reports are released

Source: Texas Education Agency

June

november

End-of-course camps

Students in grades 3–8 find out if they passed  
or failed STAAR 

83rd regular session of the  
Texas Legislature convenes

TEA Commissioner makes decision for 2013 accountability 
and distinction criteria

District and campus ratings released

January

march

augusT

2012 2013

Comment at impactnews.com

Fifty-four percent of Austin ISD ninth- 
grade students passed the State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness 
end-of-course writing exam, the lowest 
passing rate of the five STAAR subjects.

Students performed best in biology, 
which had an 84 percent passing rate, 
followed by an 83 percent passing rate 
in algebra I. Seventy-eight percent of 
students passed world geography, and 
69 percent passed reading.

Students who failed any of the STAAR 
tests are required to attend EOC, or end-
of-course, Prep Camp at either Anderson 
or Bowie high schools. The camp runs 
from 9:15 a.m.–1:45 p.m. daily June 12–29.

Camp attendees will retake in July the 
tests they did not pass.

The passing score for the reading 
and writing tests is 65 percent, and 
34 percent for the rest of the tests, 
according to the Texas Education Agency.

SALE
HUGE

5525 Burnet Road       512-459-7603       karavelshoes.com

Karavel Shoes (Central Austin)
5525 Burnet Road (just south of Koenig Lane)

Austin, TX  78756     512-459-7603
karavelshoes.com 

Karavel Shoes (South Austin)
Southpark Meadows Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-150 (near Sam’s Club)

Austin, TX  78748     512-615-9000
NOW OPEN! 

Our HUGE STOREWIDE SALE
for women and men

begins July 2nd
- almost every brand and occasion

in a wide variety of styles,
sizes and widths.

Find a deal on selected styles
from these great brands

and many more.
New Balance   Finn Comfort   Ecco
Mephisto   Rockport   Beautifeel

Naot   Clarks   Privo   So�t
Gabor   Keen   Munro   Olukai

Indigo   Dansko   Acorn   Simple
Earth   Wolky   FitFlop   Sanita

Born   Josef Seibel   Pas de Rouge
Aravon   Alegria   Waldlaufer

Aetrex   Merrell
some brands may only be carried at our Central Austin store

AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Get An Instant 
  Online Price 

Estimate!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com

July
STAAR retest for students who failed test in March
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You�Still�Have�a�Choice�at�Checkout.

In March 2013, businesses will be 
required to provide customers 
with a choice at checkout:

      Plastic bags (at least 4 millimeters thick)   
      with handles
      Paper bags with handles
      Reusable bags available at the store

Or, you can bring your own bag!

Rethink�waste.�
Reuse�a�bag.�
Reduce�litter.

Get the facts at www.austintexas.gov/bags

1

2

3

1

2

3
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Talent
Continued from | 1

the dot-com bust,” Porter said.

A shift toward software
Austin Greater Chamber of Commerce 

figures show Austin added 6,000 new tech 
jobs  last year and predicts another 5,000 
for this year. 

Bryan Jones is founder and CEO of Col-
lider Media Inc., which connects agencies 
and advertisers with advertising inventory 
on mobile devices and PCs.

He said for very specific skill sets, there 
is a job strain, a result of population growth 
and a change in the tech industry during 
the past decade.

“Ten years ago, the market was very 
focused on semiconductors. Now it’s really 
[focused] on software and software engi-
neers,” he said.

According to local economist Angelos 
Angelou, the software industry makes up 
about 20 percent of Austin’s tech industry 
and is its fastest-growing sector. The soft-
ware sector consists of 2.6 million people 
nationwide—roughly 2 percent of the 
country’s total workforce. 

In April, Door64, an Austin-area online 
technology community, released results of 
a survey of more than 100 area tech com-
panies on hiring priority. According to its 
findings, during the first quarter of 2012, 
of 15 specific technology skills needed, 
software represented more than half, 
surpassing all others—hardware, semi-
conductor and information technology 
skills—combined.

Within the software sector, there were 
four skills shown to be in demand: knowl-
edge of Java; user interface/user experi-
ence; software quality Aassurance; and 
.NET, a software development program. 
Together, those four skill sets accounted 
for 40 percent of all hiring priorities among 
responding technology companies.

New efforts
Spring 2012 saw the launch of several 

new initiatives within the Austin area, 
including the Austin Technology Council’s 
formation of a new nonprofit organization, 
ATC Community Foundation, with the 

mission to work to educate Central Texas’ 
next generation of technology students.

In addition, the Austin Chamber of 
Commerce launched two major initiatives 
in May: AustinTechSource, a website cre-
ated to connect job candidates with com-
panies, and Austin TechLive, a downtown 
hub for startups aimed at creating jobs, 
recruiting skilled talent and offering a 
space for training and networking oppor-
tunities in partnership with Austin-based 
accelerator Capital Factory. The facility 
can house 10 startups downtown and aims 
to attract 50 new startups to the Austin 
region.

Chris Durand, chief technology officer 
at Austin software and application devel-
opment company Bridge360, said he is 
always looking for ways to recruit top tal-
ent.

“Over the last year, it’s really become a 
big challenge for us finding the talent we 
need to continue to grow,” Durand said.

Outlook
According to Porter, UT’s computer sci-

ence program enrollment has almost dou-
bled in just a few years from 750 in 2007 to 
1,351 students today. He said UT has also 
recently created several new curriculum 
concentrations including computer game 
development and entrepreneurship.

By the end of May, more than 2,000 
job candidates had posted resumes to 
AustinTechSource. Thirty-three compa-
nies, including Apple, Microsoft Corp., 
Luminex Corp., Evernote Corp., Bazaar-
voice and Bridge360, are registered 
employers.

Bill Clark, founder of MicroVentures—
a company that provides startups with 
financing—said the hottest trends for 
investors are social media, mobile and 
video gaming.

“I think in the past, we’ve seen compa-
nies feel the need to go out into [Silicon 
Valley] to either raise money or find all 
the talent,” Clark said. “But more recently, 
we’re seeing companies stay here because 
the startup ecosystem in Austin is starting 
to get better.”

Amy Denney contributed to this article

Comment at impactnews.com

Mid-1990s: 
Nationwide dot-com 

boom; tech startups grow, 
hardware manufacturing in 

Austin increases

   2001: 
Dot-com bust; technology 

talent recruitment 
stops, enrollment drops 

in computer science 
classes throughout nation, 
including at The University 

of Texas 

2010: 
Social, mobile 
media trends 

grow software 
demand 

2010: 
Samsung Austin 
Semiconductor 

announces  
$3.6 billion Austin 

plant upgrade plans   

2011: 
Facebook opens 

Austin office, PayPal, 
eBay Inc. announce 

expansion plans 

1989: 
Dell Inc. makes 
its headquarters 
in nearby Round 

Rock

Austin’s rise as a 
technology hub

April 2012: 
Apple Inc. announces 
plan to build second 

Austin campus

Spring 2012: 
Austin Technology Council, 

Austin Chamber of 
Commerce each launch 

new tech recruitment and 
education initiatives. One is 
AustinTechLive, a workspace 

for technology startups

15003 4x5 kids eat free Comm mag.indd   1 6/5/12   1:35 PM
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Special offer

Get an Xbox 360 with  
Kinect for just $99*

Get your game on. Bring in this special offer today  
to get an Xbox 360 4GB console and Kinect with a new  
two-year Xbox LIVE Gold contract at $14.99/month.

microsoftstore.com/austin 
facebook.com/microsoftstore 
@microsoftstore

The Microsoft Store  
The Domain 
3309 Esperanza Crossing 
Austin, TX 78758
512-582-6500

*Media content sold separately. Applicable taxes extra. Early termination fee and other restrictions 
apply. See retailer/website for offer terms. Additional subscriptions and/or requirements apply 
for some Xbox Live features including Youtube, HBO, SyFy.

Scan tag  
to learn more

Associates should scan

885370439748

TAKE THE HOME COMPOSTING 
REBATE CHALLENGE! 

1 2 3

1

2

3

Downsize to a 32-gallon or 21-gallon trash cart

Take a free home composting class presented by the 
City of Austin or online at austinrecycles.com

Purchase a home composting system

Save 75% on a Composting System*

Register to attend a free composting class online or in 
person at austintexas.gov/composting or call 3-1-1.

*Must be an Austin Resource Recovery residential collection 
customer. Rebates are for 75 percent of the total cost of the 
composting system (taxes excluded), up to $75 in value.

A CITY OF AUSTIN SERVICE

(512) 997-4673                                             
ufcu.org/go/FHArefi

Are you struggling with 
a high rate mortgage? If 
you purchased your home 
with an FHA mortgage loan 
before May 31, 2009, and 
your interest rate is over 
4.5%, UFCU may save you 
thousands with the new FHA 
Streamline Refinance Program:

•  Lower your rate and monthly payment without 
increasing your loan balance.

•  No appraisal is required.

•  Bring only one mortgage payment to closing;  
UFCU will pay the rest of your closing costs.

To take advantage of this program,  
contact UFCU today. 

UFCU 
To The 
Rescue!

Comm Impact_10x6.04_4-12.indd   1 5/18/12   11:34 AM
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By Amy Denney
As many school districts struggle to 

meet statewide academic standards with 
fewer resources, some area superintendents 
are banking on lawsuits to force the Texas 
Legislature to funnel more funds toward 
education.

The first lawsuit was filed in October, just 
four months after the Legislature passed 
Senate Bill 1, which cut $5.4 billion from 
public education.

Within Community Impact Newspa-
per’s Greater Austin coverge area, seven of 
the nine school districts are represented 
among five lawsuits filed against the state. 
Georgetown and Leander ISDs have opted 
not to join in any lawsuit.

The other superintendents say filing law-
suits is their only means to see legislation 
that would boost public education funding.

Filing suit
Legal firm Gray & Becker PC filed 

the first lawsuit against Texas Education 
Commissioner Robert Scott, Comptroller 
Susan Combs and the Texas State Board of 
Education. The firm represents 415 school 
districts, including Pflugerville ISD, in 
what is known as the Texas Taxpayer and 
Student Fairness Coalition.

Pflugerville ISD Superintendent Charles 
Dupre said adequacy is one of the major 
themes in the lawsuit.

“With the expectations that have been 
established, there’s not adequate funding. 
[The state is] not meeting the constitu-
tional levels for adequate funding,” he said 
during an April 5 superintendents’ forum 
at Community Impact Newspaper.

The districts seek adequate or equitable 
funding that would provide each district 
with the same amount per student, said 
Ray Freeman, deputy executive director of 
the Equity Center, which is assisting  

the plaintiffs.
“Appropriate funding would be funding 

that provided an efficient system of fund-
ing for schools, which from earlier finance 
cases has been defined as substantially 
equal access to substantially equal dollars 
for substantially equal effort,” he said.

Districts receive state aid in the form 
of revenue per weighted average daily 
attendance, or WADA. WADA is defined 
as a measure for compensating school 
districts for educating students who cost 
more to the district, such as those in 
special education or gifted classes. Free-
man said not every district’s revenue per 
WADA is the same based on the state’s 
formula.

For example, during the 2010–11 school 
year, PISD was granted $5,241 per stu-
dent based on the weighted average, while 
Round Rock ISD received $5,981 per 
student and Austin ISD got $6,099  
per student.

A second lawsuit, filed by Thompson & 
Horton LLP, focuses on the inadequacy of 
funding, Austin ISD Superintendent Meria 
Carstarphen said. More than 60 school 
districts, including Austin and Round 
Rock ISDs, are represented in the lawsuit.

“We were more about the arbitrary 
nature of how the finance system is set up 
and that it’s simply not adequate enough,” 

Carstarphen said.
The third lawsuit, filed by Haynes and 

Boone LLP with support from 85 districts, 
focuses on the contention that the state is 
violating the Texas Constitution for having 
a de facto statewide property tax, which 
local districts set but the state caps at $1.17 
per $100 of assessed property value, said 
Mark Trachtenberg, a partner with Haynes 
and Boone. He said districts want to have 
meaningful discretion to set local property 
tax rates.

The second claim in the suit states that 
districts do not have adequate funding to 
provide an education as required by the 
Texas Constitution, Trachtenberg said.

Declining school revenues
The origin of Texas’ recent school 

finance woes arose from two separate bills 
the Legislature passed in the 2000s.

In 2006, House Bill 1 reduced local 
property tax rates for maintenance and 
operations (M&O) for most school districts 
from $1.50 per $100 of assessed valuation 
to $1. This lower figure is known as the 
compressed rate by which the formula and 
target revenue is calculated for determin-
ing how much funding a district is guaran-
teed per student from the state.

Districts could increase the M&O rate 
up to $1.17 per $100 of assessed property 

Districts take state to court over education finances

ROUND ROCK ISD

  Education Focus

value, but only with approval from voters 
for any rate greater than $1.04.

“With the target revenue system, those 
target revenue amounts are set in stone,” 
said Dupre, whose district has the lowest 
WADA per student in the Austin area. 
“Today you cannot point at any system or 
measure that explains why [PISD’s] is sub-
stantially lower than someone else’s and 
someone else’s is substantially higher than 
other districts.”

The Legislature funneled an additional 
$1.8 billion to aid with decreases from 
lowering the property tax rate, a measure 
Trachtenberg said was a temporary fix.

In June 2011, the Legislature approved 
an across-the-board $4 billion cut to public 
education plus an additional $1.4 billion 
cut to school grants. This reduced funding 
by an average of $500 per student annually.

Lawsuit timeline
Travis County Judge John Dietz is sched-

uled to start the trial Oct. 22 and could 
hand down a decision in early December. 
RRISD Superintendent Jesús Chávez said 
that whichever side wins, the decision will 
be appealed to the Texas Supreme Court. 
He said it could take two legislative ses-
sions before a final decision is made.
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Revenues per Weighted Average Daily Attendance (WADA)
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PaintMe Pottery Studio

1000 Payton Gin Road, Ste. M • Austin, TX 78758 • 512-614-2447 • www.paintme-pottery.com

Be creative. Have fun. Make and paint your own pottery.

1/2 OFF 
POTTERY 

MAKING SESSION
Come in to make your 

own pottery, and receive 
half off the session

20% 
OFF 

POTTERY 
PAINTING 
SESSION

Summer Art Camps 
Make your own pottery

Paint a piece of premade pottery
Ceramics classes for home and private 

school students
Art and ceramics merit badges for scouts

Pottery painting sessions 
20% discount for senior citizens Expires 11/30/12  |  Must present coupon

paintme.pottery.studio@gmail.com • http://www.facebook.com/PaintMePottery
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Round Rock Isd feeder pattern

ROUND ROCK ISD

  Education Focus

District scores by graDe
2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Grade 3 Reading 94% Math 94%

Grade 4 Reading 93% Math 94%

Grade 5 Reading 95% Math 94%

Grade 6 Reading 92% Math 91%

Grade 7 Reading 93% Math 90%

Grade 8 Reading 95% Math 90%

Grade 9 Reading 93% Math 82%

Grade 10 English language arts 93% Math 83%

Grade 11 English language arts 98% Math 94%

2010  –11 statistics State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.2% 29.9%

Limited English proficiency (LEP) 16.9% 8.1%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $48,903

subject State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Reading 90% 94% 94%

Math 84% 91% 91%

Writing 92% 95% 95%

Science 83% 91% 90%

Social studies 95% 97% 97%
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* State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test will eventually replace the TAKS test in all grades.
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1  Anderson Mill 10610 Salt Mill Hollow, Austin 428-3700 1977 581 Academically Acceptable 62.9% 89% 86% 88% 85% 84% 81% 83% 86% 39  

2  Berkman 400 W. Anderson Ave., Round Rock 464-8250 1958 574 Academically Acceptable 86% 86% 90% 87% 94% 79% 82% 89% 95% 35  

3  Blackland Prairie 2005 Via Sonoma Trail, Round Rock 424-8600 2001 944 Exemplary 10% 97% 95% 97% 94% 96% 90% 98% 99% 42  

4  Bluebonnet 1010 Chisholm Valley Drive, Round Rock 428-7700 1986 965 Academically Unacceptable 85.2% 80% 85% 79% 86% 76% 82% 73% 77% 37  

5  Brushy Creek 3800 Stonebridge Drive, Round Rock 428-3000 1981 798 Exemplary 19.5% 97% 98% 99% 98% 94% 99% 99% 97% 36  43  

6  Cactus Ranch 2901 Golden Oak Circle, Round Rock 424-8000 2001 975 Exemplary 2.6% 99% 99% 99% 97% 99% 99% 100% 100% 43  

7  Caldwell Heights 4010 Eagles Nest St., Round Rock 428-7300 1999 595 Exemplary 41.9% 92% 97% 90% 98% 88% 94% 96% 97% 40  41  

8  Callison 1750 Thompson Trail, Round Rock 704-0700 2008 878 Recognized 57.6% 91% 90% 85% 90% 87% 90% 93% 86% 35  

9  Canyon Creek 10210 Ember Glen Drive, Austin 428-2800 1998 474 Exemplary 0.6% 99% 99% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 100% 39  

10 Caraway 11104 Oak View Drive, Austin 464-5500 1978 649 Exemplary 15.3% 98% 98% 100% 96% 98% 99% 98% 97% 34  

11  Chandler Oaks 3800 Stone Oak Drive, Round Rock 704-0400 2010 609 Exemplary 9.8% N/A N/A 96% 90% 98% 96% 97% 100% 42  43

12  Deep Wood 705 St. Williams Drive, Round Rock 464-4400 1977 418 Recognized 32.1% 95% 94% 95% 92% 90% 90% 95% 97% 37  

13  Double File Trail 2400 Chandler Creek Blvd., Round Rock 428-7400 1986 716 Recognized 42.1% 92% 89% 91% 87% 91% 96% 94% 93% 40  

14  England 8801 Pearson Ranch Road, Austin N/A 2012 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 36  

15  Fern Bluff 17815 Park Valley Drive, Round Rock 428-2100 1991 801 Exemplary 5.7% 99% 98% 99% 100% 95% 97% 98% 98% 37  

16  Forest Creek 3505 Forest Creek Drive, Round Rock 464-5350 1996 838 Exemplary 10.4% 96% 93% 92% 96% 96% 94% 97% 95% 42  

17  Forest North 13414 Broadmeade Ave., Austin 464-6750 1977 323 Exemplary 47.3% 93% 94% 93% 93% 100% 100% 100% 100% 38  

18  Gattis 2920 Round Rock Ranch Road, Round Rock 428-2000 1991 758 Recognized 42.2% 93% 93% 91% 95% 91% 93% 88% 93% 42  

19  Great Oaks 16455 Great Oaks Drive, Round Rock 464-6850 1997 895 Exemplary 7.3% 99% 98% 95% 94% 96% 98% 96% 98% 36  

20  Herrington 2850 Paloma Lake Blvd., Round Rock 704-1900 2011 604 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 40  41  

21  Jollyville 6720 Corpus Christi Drive, Austin 428-2200 1991 515 Recognized 40.2% 95% 89% 82% 80% 88% 90% 92% 95% 34  38  

22  Laurel Mountain 10111 DK Ranch Road, Austin 464-4300 1985 739 Exemplary 4.4% 99% 99% 98% 100% 98% 100% 100% 99% 34  

23  Live Oak 8607 Anderson Mill Road, Austin 428-3800 1986 544 Recognized 42.3% 95% 95% 95% 94% 87% 94% 92% 83% 38  

24  Old Town 2200 Chaparral Drive, Round Rock 428-7600 1988 830 Academically Acceptable 20% 97% 97% 94% 96% 97% 99% 98% 92% 43  

25  Pond Springs 7825 Elk Horn Mountain Trail, Austin 464-4200 1985 655 Exemplary 26.3% 98% 96% 96% 92% 97% 96% 100% 100% 38  

26  Purple Sage 11801 Tanglebriar Trail, Austin 428-3500 1981 319 Recognized 44% 89% 83% 93% 91% 76% 85% 98% 92% 39  

27  Robertson 1415 Bayland, Round Rock 428-3300 1979 557 Recognized 76.6% 89% 86% 90% 90% 89% 92% 86% 95% 40  

28  Sommer 16200 Avery Ranch Blvd., Austin 704-0600 2008 1,090 Exemplary 5.5% 98% 97% 100% 98% 99% 97% 99% 99% 36  43  

29  Spicewood 11601 Olson Drive, Austin 428-3600 1974 705 Exemplary 3.9% 99% 99% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 98% 34  

30  Teravista 4419 Teravista Club Drive, Round Rock 407-0500 2008 789 Recognized 23.5% 96% 97% 92% 96% 90% 97% 97% 100% 40  41  

31  Union Hill 1511 Gulf Way, Round Rock 424-8700 2002 862 Recognized 58.7% 95% 99% 99% 99% 95% 97% 91% 95% 40  41  

32  Voigt 1201 Cushing Drive, Round Rock 428-7500 1975 695 Academically Acceptable 77.3% 84% 86% 84% 87% 81% 93% 86% 79% 35  

33  Wells Branch 14650 Merriltown Drive, Austin 428-3400 1985 896 Recognized 50.1% 93% 89% 93% 94% 93% 94% 93% 86% 37  38  

MiDDle 
schools 2011 results 6th 7th 8th

34  Canyon Vista 8455 Spicewood Springs Road, Austin 464-8100 1984 1,257 Exemplary 11.1% 98% 98% 98% 98% 99% 98% 97% 99% 48  

35  C.D. Fulkes 300 W. Anderson Ave., Round Rock 428-3100 1939 732 Academically Acceptable 69.1% 88% 85% 84% 88% 86% 81% 89% 78% 44  46  47  

36  Cedar Valley 8139 Racine Trail, Austin 428-2300 1991 1,182 Exemplary 9.8% 98% 99% 98% 98% 99% 99% 97% 97% 45  46  

37  Chisholm Trail 500 Oakridge Drive, Round Rock 428-2500 1978 1,055 Recognized 34.1% 93% 94% 91% 92% 92% 92% 96% 93% 44  46  

38  Deerpark 8849 Anderson Mill Road, Austin 464-6600 1986 997 Recognized 38.4% 93% 88% 89% 84% 92% 87% 93% 83% 45  

39  Grisham 10805 School House Lane, Austin 428-2650 1976 713 Academically Acceptable 23.9% 93% 91% 92% 89% 91% 89% 94% 87% 45  48  

40  Hernandez 1901 Sunrise Road, Round Rock 424-8800 2010 882 Academically Acceptable 60.9% 86% 80% 83% 76% 84% 79% 89% 74% 47  

41  Hopewell 1535 Gulf Way, Round Rock 464-5200 2002 808 Academically Acceptable 41.6% 91% 88% 87% 86% 88% 82% 93% 92% 47  

42  Ridgeview 2000 Via Sonoma Trail, Round Rock 424-8400 2001 1,333 Academically Acceptable 21.1% 94% 93% 91% 94% 93% 90% 95% 89% 44  47  

43  Walsh 3850 Walsh Ranch Road, Round Rock 704-0800 2008 1,134 Exemplary 13.7% 98% 98% 97% 98% 99% 96% 99% 97% 46  47  

high schools 2011 results 9th 10th 11th

44  Cedar Ridge 2801 Gattis School Road, Round Rock 704-0100 2010 2,324 Academically Unacceptable 36.9% 92% 74% 91% 72% 92% 76% N/A N/A

45  McNeil 5720 McNeil Road, Austin 464-6300 1992 2,456 Recognized 19.5% 95% 91% 93% 84% 94% 90% 97% 98%

46  Round Rock 300 Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock 464-6000 1971 2,649 Academically Acceptable 25% 95% 86% 94% 84% 94% 82% 98% 92%

47  Stony Point 1801 Tiger Trail, Round Rock 428-7000 1999 2,538 Academically Acceptable 36.8% 93% 81% 91% 74% 90% 73% 96% 89%

48  Westwood 12400 Mellow Meadow Drive, Austin 464-4000 1981 2,516 Recognized 12.2% 99% 97% 98% 96% 99% 95% 100% 99%

2011 TAKS results by grade2011 TAKS
results by 
campus

Re
ad

in
g 

Re
ad

in
g 

Re
ad

in
g 

Re
ad

in
g 

20
11

–1
2 

en
ro

llm
en

t
(a

s 
of

 9
/1

3/
11

)

20
10

–1
1 

ec
on

om
ic

al
ly

 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

ge
d

Fe
ed

er
 

sc
ho

ol
s

20
11

 
ac

co
un

ta
bi

lit
y 

ra
tin

g

Ph
on

e

Ad
dr

es
s

Ye
ar

 o
pe

ne
d

M
at

h

M
at

h

M
at

h

M
at

h

3rd 4th 5th

eleMeNtary 
schools



20 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

Lexus of Austin
Family adds personal touch to corporate brand

The experience at Lexus of 
Austin is Toyota Motor 
Corp.’s plan in action to 

garner—and keep—clientele 
through highly personalized 
customer service. Lexus of Austin 
is locally owned, but Lexus is 
Toyota’s luxury brand. 

An August remodel of the 
11-year-old dealership, located 
on Stonelake Boulevard near 
the Arboretum, added a lounge 
with a full-service coffee bar, not 
unlike a Starbucks, with cappuc-
cinos, pastries and other sundries 
at no extra charge to customers 
while they wait for their car to be 
serviced.

Among the other changes 
is a new delivery department 
whose sole purpose is to inform 
customers of the ins-and-outs of 
their cars, which are frequently 

equipped with sometimes hard-
to-navigate technological ameni-
ties that would make Siri green 
with envy. 

However, the family-owned 
business, which has been in 
Austin since 1989, is infused with 
personal details. Paintings by 
Maxine Roberts, whose husband, 
John, and daughter, Vicki Roberts 
Howard, started the business at a 
former location on I-35 near Ben 
White Boulevard, can be found 
throughout the dealership. 

Interior designer Riley Suffel—
Vicki’s stepdaughter—oversaw 
the interior redesign, and picked 
out everything down to the lamp-
shades.

“This place has more of a femi-
nine touch [than other dealer-
ships]. I see Riley’s and Vicki’s 
style everywhere,” said Sales 

Manager Curtis Howard, Suffel’s 
brother.

Nowhere are Vicki’s and Suf-
fel’s tastes more obvious than at 
the dealership’s gift shop, Bou-
tique on Stonelake, which opened 
with the remodel. 

“We used to have polo shirts 
and fake Rolexes that said ‘Lexus’ 
on them. They never sold. This 
appeals much more to our cus-
tomer base,” Howard said. 

The boutique carries seasonally 
rotated goods including hand-
made jewelry, high-end soaps 
and hand creams, books, throw 
pillows, loungewear and even Yeti 
ice chests, a locally made cooler.

“The idea is that if a customer is 
here having their car serviced and 
suppose he forgets it’s someone’s 
birthday, they can buy whatever 
they need here,” Suffel said. 

(From left) Vicki Roberts 
Howard; Curtis Howard; 

Jessica Farley, Howard’s 
fiance; and Riley Suffel 

are seen in the newly  
renovated showroom.  

 The dealership’s remodel added a free café.

 Boutique on Stonelake is operated as a com-
pletely separate business from the dealership.

Lexus of Austin
9910 Stonelake Blvd.
343-3400 • www.lexusofaustin.com 
Twitter: @lexusofaustin

Great Hills Trail

BUSINESS

By Sara Behunek

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

A
nn

ie
-L

ee
 T

ay
lo

r

183
MoPac

360

Stonelake 
Blvd.

Center for Child Protection
The family’s pride and joy, just as much 
as the dealership, is the Center for Child 

Protection. The nonprofit organization was 
co-founded in 2000 by the Roberts family 
and aims to reduce trauma for children who 
have suffered abuse. Each year, Lexus of 

Austin auctions a new car and sends all of 
the proceeds—which last year was about 
$200,000, Howard said—to the center, 
among other contributions.

• Fast, reliable wi-fi connectivity and 
plenty of outlets

• Private work nooks
• Refreshment bar
• Conference room with video 

conferencing capabilities

Reggio-inspired 
Childcare Center
We care for children ages 6 weeks up 
to 5 years in our licensed childcare 
center, located in the same building for 
your convenience. For added flexibility, 
members are not required to stay on site.

What is Coworking?
A coworking office is a professional, 
comfortable and focused environment 
where you can work in peace. It’s an 
office, but none of your coworkers work 
for the same company.

COWORKING COMMUNITY WITH ONSITE HOURLY CHILDCARE

13343 N Hwy 183, Ste. 200

NOW OPEN

www.plugandplayaustin.com  •  258-PLUG (7584)

k 

e.

y

FIRST VISIT IS 
FREE Save over 40% 

on our most essential products 
and services at the Microsoft Store*

Scan tag to learn more

Associates should scan

885370438475

Get the free mobile app at
http:/ /gettag.mobi

*Limited time offer available in-store only with same day purchase of an eligible PC or Slate. Must pur-
chase all items included in bundle to be eligible for savings. Office Pro 2010 software eligible for offer is 
the single license PKC version. Additional terms apply to the Assure and tech support services. Not valid 
on prior purchases and cannot be redeemed for cash or combined with any other offer or promotion. 
Only valid for business customers; does not apply to resellers. Limit 10 per customer. Valid thru 12/31/12 
or while supplies last. See a Store Associate for details.

Boost your business productivity. 
Buy a fast new PC and get:
-Office Professional 2010 
-Premium Tech Support 
-Microsoft Assure
All for only $399. Bring this  
special offer in today.

The Microsoft Store  
The Domain 
3309 Esperanza Crossing 
Austin, TX 78758
512-582-6500

microsoftstore.com/austin 
facebook.com/microsoftstore 
@microsoftstore
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Every three months, the menu gets revamped to 
incorporate new items, such as the Cinnamon 
Toast Crunch Fried Ice Cream ($5).

Regular menu items include green chile mac and 
cheese ($3) and The Park Salad, with red onions, 
walnuts, cranberries and feta cheese ($8).

DINING

The Park at The Domain
With uptown venue, downtown bar owners seek dining crowd 

Jeff Vandelden (left) and Greg Bodle opened The Park at The Domain in May 2011 with Vandelden’s 
brother, Darren. The Park can seat 350 people, and half of the seating is on one of two outdoor patios.

W ith half of its 350 seats devoted to 
two covered outdoor patios, The 
Park at The Domain is a magnet 

for patrons who want to dine al fresco in 
Northwest Austin.

“We used to own Union Park downtown, 
and we had a rooftop deck,” said Greg 
Bodle, who co-owns the restaurant with 
brothers Jeff and Darren Vandelden. “So 
when we were coming up here, we wanted 
to do a place that was a little nicer, more 
sophisticated, more family-friendly and 
definitely more restaurant-friendly as well.”

At its core, though, The Park is a sports 
bar with a customized 360-degree TV 
screen that displays games in the middle 
of the dining room. A private dining room 
seats 40–60 people, and is available to 
rent for private parties and big games. The 
Park’s front patio is restricted to patrons 
age 21 and older at night and features an 
outdoor bar. The side patio is child-friendly 
and open to anyone.

The trio has owned 18 bars in the past 13 
years—including Aquarium on East Sixth 
Street and the Foundation in the ware-
house district—and they still own four 
bars in Houston, where Darren lives. But 
with The Park, which opened in May 2011, 
they wanted to focus more on the restau-
rant aspect of bar ownership. 

“As we get older, we like to have a heavier 
food component in our stores. It allows us 
to generate revenues every day, not just on 
weekends,” Jeff said. 

Bodle describes the menu as comfortable 
and approachable with a burger selection 
that includes The Park originals such as the 
The Rebel, made with with sharp cheddar, 
fried pickle slices and ranch dressing ($9), 
and craft pizzas ($9–$11.50). 

The Vandeldens and Bodle have two 
other projects in the works: a cocktail 
lounge located next door to The Park and 
a country-western bar called Mavericks on 
Grand Avenue Parkway in Pflugerville.

By Amy Denney

Sunday brunch
The Park at The Domain owners said 
they contributed to the trend of making 
Sunday brunch just as much of an event 
in Austin as going out on Fridays nights. 

Co-owner Greg Bodle said he and his 
business partners first offered Sunday 
brunch at Union Park about a year after 
opening the restaurant in 2007.

At The Park, the $15 all-you-can-eat 
buffet is offered every Sunday from  
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The buffet has some of The Park’s 
menu staples, including the green chile 
macaroni and cheese—which is actually 
green in color—and The Park Salad with 
feta cheese, red onion and cranberries. 

Other brunch favorites, such as rum-
spiced French toast, biscuits and gravy, 
and migas, are also available.

But it is the $1 mimosas, available in six 
flavors, such as cucumber honey and 
pineapple basil, that are a big draw for 
people like Austin resident Kerry Nelson.

Nelson said that other than the mimosas, 
her brunch favorites are the green chile 
macaroni and cheese and the cream-
filled churros. She also said that despite 
the heat, the restaurant does its best to 
make it pleasant enough to sit outside by 
using misters and fans.

“There’s not too many patios in North 
Austin,” she said. “Come early so you can 
get a seat.”

The Park at The Domain
11601 Domain Drive, Ste. 200
478-7275
www.theparkdomain.com
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The build-your-own bloody mary bar with Grey 
Goose vodka includes homemade mixes in flavors 
such as pickle, wasabi and ribeye ($5).

The Sunday brunch buffet is all-you-can-eat and 
features items such as migas, rum-spiced French 
toast, fruit and applewood-smoked bacon ($15).
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For everything you do,  
we salute you

Potential savings of “$400 or more” is based on estimated savings on combined fee waivers and rate reduction for special offers. Please consult a banker for details on savings and duration for 
individual product and services offers. Please also refer to the Business Account fee and Information Schedule for details on monthly service fee waivers and other discounts. Offers may be modified  
or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Savings noted above based on standard fees applicable to selected business solutions. Terms and conditions of accounts, products, 
programs, and services are subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. 
© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (714210_04762) 

wellsfargo.com/appreciation

We applaud the efforts of small business 
owners everywhere. We are ready to help with 
Appreciation Offers on banking services you 
need to run your business. 

Ask us about our Appreciation Offers by 
calling 1‑877‑436‑4170 or contact your local 
banker today.

Twelve convenient locations 
in the Northwest Austin area

Save  
over $400
on Appreciation Offers  
for small businesses

714210_04762

 10x6.04

 4c

When a baby is born, we believe every blink, every wiggle, every 

grasp is something to celebrate. And when your little one is on 

the way, you can trust the dedicated specialists at Cedar Park 

Regional Medical Center. We’ve created a comfortable, soothing 

environment. We’ll be here for you with personal care and 

attention. And if your baby has special needs, our Neonatal ICU 

is always standing by. Visit CedarParkBaby.com to take a virtual 

tour or find a great OB/GYN.

CelebRAtINg the bIRth of 

yoUR NeW bAby.

61474_CEDAR_OB_10x6_04c.indd   1 6/8/12   12:32 PM
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Dan Graham
BuildASign.com CEO grows company, gives back

  A poster at BuildASign.com is covered with 
notes and cards from nonprofits the company 
has helped through its giving programs.

 BuildASign.com provided local nonprofit 
youth2Seniors with discounted signs.

By Amy Denney

A bunch of do-gooders

One of the main tenets of the culture at 
BuildASign.com is philanthropy. CEO Dan 
Graham said he encourages employees 
to volunteer for any of Austin’s nonprofit 
organizations.

“One of the things that people don’t realize 
is that within those 6,000 nonprofits that we 
have, there are 7,000 empty board seats. 
There’s a huge opportunity here in Austin to 
get involved,” Graham said.

The company recently launched a program 
in which it will match donations employees 
give to nonprofits up to a certain amount, and 
Graham said he has more incentives planned.

In 2011, BuildASign.com donated products 
to 350 local nonprofits and made more than 
$200,000 of in-kind sign donations. 

youth2Seniors, a nonprofit that fosters rela-
tionships between children and seniors, has 
saved roughly $800 in the last year through 
the BuildASign.com program.

“It allowed us to do things that we wouldn’t 
have been able to do,” youth2Seniors founder 
Adelle Connors said. 

Additionally, BuildASign.com offers discounts 
or free signs to nonprofits for events and 
fundraisers, and profits from those sales are 
funneled back into the program.

Another BuildASign.com program sends 
free “welcome home” signs to families with 
relatives in the military. Graham estimates 
that since the program’s inception in 2008, 
BuildASign.com has donated more than  
$7.5 million worth of signs, or about 210,000  
“welcome home” signs.

A s a novice CEO learning 
on his feet, Dan Graham 
says he reads many books 

on building a business and fre-
quently networks over coffee. The 
other thing Graham often does, 
he admits, is make mistakes.

But the youthful entrepreneur 
said he thinks it is how he and 
his employees have reacted to 
those mistakes that has helped 
BuildASign.com, located near 
Metric Boulevard and Braker 
Lane, grow from four employees 
and $3.3 million in revenue in 
2006, when the company was 
founded, to 230 employees and a 
projected $50 million in annual 
revenue in 2012.

“Really, I think the key is figur-
ing out how to ... adjust your own 
behavior and how you adjust the 
behavior of the teams that you’re 
leading to behave in a more suc-
cessful way,” he said.

Graham shares his missteps 
and successes with other small-
business owners through a 
mentor program at Tech Ranch 
Austin, a local accelerator for 
startups in Northwest Austin, 
and at 1 Semester Startup, a class 
offered at The University of Texas. 

He also sits on the board of the 
Austin Chamber of Commerce; 
works with Austin Pro Bono, 
an organization that connects 
volunteers with nonprofits; and 
volunteers at Lights. Camera. 
Help, a program that encourages 
nonprofits to use film to connect 
with donors.

Austinite of the Year
Graham’s volunteering 

and success have earned him 

nominations two years in a row 
for the Austin Under 40 Awards, 
which is given out by the Austin’s 
Young Women’s Alliance and 
Young Men’s Business League to 
residents who are successful in 
business and dedicated to com-
munity service.

This year, he won the Business 
and Entrepreneurship category 
and went on to win Austinite of 
the Year. 

“Without a doubt, it’s the team 
that we’ve built,” he said of the 
win. “Our strategy with going 
into any new market, approach-
ing any new business opportu-
nity, is to get the right people on 
board. We spend a lot of time 
with a lot of resources making 
that happen.”

Beating skepticism
Graham and three friends—

Blake Borgeson, JR Kraft and Ty 
Barho—launched BuildA 
Sign.com as a way for people to 
design their own signs using the 
company’s online templates.

At first, the group pitched their 
idea for an interactive sign design 
website to local sign companies, 
but the group was rejected again 
and again.

“We had a lot of sign compa-
nies tell us that they didn’t think 
the Internet would work as a 
medium for selling signage or 
they didn’t have sophisticated 
enough bookkeeping to get a 
handle on the cost savings that we 
were pitching them,” he said.

But if success is the greatest 
vindication, then the concept has 
proven itself 10 times over.

Nor are Graham and his 

partners are not stopping at signs. 
The company just introduced 
custom business card printing 
and recently launched EasyCan-
vasPrints.com, a website where 
customers upload their own 
photos and have them printed on 
a large canvas to hang as artwork.

“We kind of view ourselves 
as a custom print company,” 
Graham said.

In March, BuildASign.com relocated its offices to Stonehollow Drive, where CEO Dan 
Graham and other executive-level employees sit in the open floor plan with the rest 
of the staff.
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(From left) BuildASign.com employees Nicole McCreary, Keith Lawlor, JB Barrientes 
and Meghan Wall are seen at Austin Startup Olympics, a charity and sports event.
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11002 Metric Blvd, Ste A
512-466-1924
www.atlanticbeddingandfurniture.com

A CTLANTI
BEDDING AND FURNITURE

®

Sofa and 
Loveseat from 

Simmons 
$499

Braker Ln.

Kramer Ln.
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FREE DELIVERY 
On purchase of $300 or more

We sell Mattresses & Dust Mite Protectors

Full Service Hair Salon • Nails
Pedicures • Airbrush Tanning

Makeup • And over fi fteen retail 
product lines, such as Nioxin, 

Sebastian, Joico, and TIGI
New clients only. Coupon must be 

presented to receive discount.

$5 OFF 
GEL COLOR 
MANICURE

$5 OFF 
HAIR STYLE OR $10 

OFF ANY HAIR COLOR 
SERVICE

6410 McNeil Drive • Austin, TX • (512) 257-8593
 www.newimagesalontx.com

New Image Hair Salon 
has been a preferred leader
in the beauty industry for over 
seventeen years. Our excep-
tionally skilled stylists are 
deeply committed to building 
a strong relationship with each 
and every client.
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CertifiedPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2012 Volvo S60 T5

 $299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2012 Subaru Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan, 
Alloy Pkg
Absolutely Nothing Down

$234mo 1

2012 Audi A4 2.0T CVT 
Premium Sedan

$359mo 3

2012 Porsche 
Panamera S Hybrid

$1,379 mo 4 

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may affect final negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $234, final pymt / residual = $12,515. Based on 10k mi. / yr with 
$.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,177. Stk# Z6846. 2-Volvo - 36-month closed-end leases offered to qualified customers with approved credit thru US Bank, no security deposit required. S60 based on MSRP $32,175. First payment due at signing. 
$3,293 + TT&L due at inception. Residual value of $18,340. Advertised offers require dealer contribution; final negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some financial liability at lease 
end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will affect lease price. Exp 6/30/12. 3-Audi - Closed-end leases off ered to qualified customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 with Audi guard floor 
mats and trunk liner, Convenience pkg., Exhaust tips and Style pkg. based on MSRP $36,200. $1,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + 1st mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,053 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $18,100. 
42 monthly payments of $359. Advertised off ers require dealer contribution; final negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for 
$0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will aff ect lease price. Off ers expire 6-30-12 4-Porsche - 36-month closed-end leases offered to qualified customers from Porsche 
Financial Services with approved credit, $9,000 total due at lease inception, no security deposit required. Advertised offers require dealer contribution; final negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may 
have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will affect lease price. Panamera S Hybrid - Stock# W8065 based on lease sale price $99,795. 36 monthly payments of $1,379, purchase 
option/residual at lease end $58,038.75. $350 disposition fee. Offer expires 6-30-12.

Restoring Function,
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s 
only resource for five highly specialized centers of expertise in one 
place: The Hand, Breast, Advanced Facial Surgery, Wound Care 
and Plastic Surgery Centers.

Our HAND CENTER specialists are fellowship-trained to treat all 
problems of the hand and wrist, including carpal tunnel, sports 
injuries and trauma reconstruction. We also offer comprehensive 
hand therapy services to help you receive the maximum benefits of 
treatment. If your hands or wrists hurt, we can help.

To schedule a consultation,
 please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

Austin
Clinical Education Center 

at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 

Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

PUTTING LIVES BACK TOGETHER



Inner Space
Cavern
4200 S. I-35
Georgetown
931-2283
www.myinnerspacecavern.com

Austin Zoo and  
Animal Sanctuary
10808 Rawhide Trail
Austin
288-1490
www.austinzoo.org

Skydive San Marcos
Fentress Airpark
Airfield Road off  
South Hwy. 80 
Fentress
488-2214
www.skydivesanmarcos.com

Just For Fun
Emerald Point Marina
5973 Hiline Road
Austin
266-9710
www.jff.net

Texas Rowing
Center
1541 W. Cesar Chavez St.
Austin
467-7799
www.texasrowingcenter.com

Rock ‘N River 
Family Aquatic 
Center
3300 Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock
218-5540
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Dinosaur Tracks
South San Gabriel River
Leander
Near US 183 and 
South San Gabriel 
River bridge

Below I-35 in Georgetown lies 5 
miles of underground caves speckled 
with stalagmites, bats and rock 
formations.

“Most people are very surprised we 
have something so pretty under I-35,” 
said Taunya Vessels, general manager 
of Inner Space Cavern, a tour company that oversees the caves.

Inner Space Cavern offers three different tours to explore about 
3/4 mile of cave. The Adventure Tour takes visitors to the Lake of 
the Moon and explains how the cavern was discovered. 

On the Explorer Tour, visitors use flashlights to explore the rock 
formations. The Wild Cave Tour is the longest at four hours and is 
more physically demanding, as visitors must crawl and climb. This 
tour is available only on Saturdays.

The caves are open Mon.–Fri. from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat.–Sun. 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Adventure Tour: $19.95 (adult), $11.95 (ages 4–12), free (ages 
3 and younger)

Explorer Tour: $21.95 (adult), $13.95 (ages 4–12), free (ages 3 
and younger)

Wild Cave Tour: $100 (participants must be age 13 or older)

Northwest Austin residents don’t 
have to go far to observe more than 
300 animals roaming in natural 
enclosures at the Austin Zoo and 
Animal Sanctuary. 

“You can get much closer to the 
animals than you can at other zoos,” 
said Patti Clark, president and executive director of the Austin Zoo, 
a nonprofit organization. “You can get within 5 feet of a tiger.”

The zoo is a rescue facility that cares for animals, including 
monkeys, exotic birds, Galapagos tortoises, emus and sheep. 
Visitors can take a train tour around the facility for $2.50 and see 
the exhibit with longhorns, emus and alpacas off-site.

The zoo has a concession stand with food and drinks, but Clark 
said visitors may bring their own lunch and have a picnic. She also 
recommends visitors bring water, because the zoo does not have 
drinking fountains.

Clark said it takes about 1 1/2 to two hours to walk through all 
the animal exhibits. Zoo staff feed the tigers and lions, a popular 
attraction for visitors, at midday, and some tigers are fed at  
2:30 p.m. Many animals nap in the afternoon, Clark said. The zoo is 
open daily from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Admission: $8 (adults); $5 (ages 2–12 years); $6 (seniors, 
military members, students)

Located 13 miles east of San Marcos, 
Skydive San Marcos takes thrill 
seekers 13,000 feet in the air so 
they can jump out of a plane. Jumpers 
freefall for 60 seconds, followed by a 
three- to four-minute parachute ride to 
the ground. 

Office Manager Sarah Bartley said first-time patrons must jump 
with an experienced jumper harnessed to their backs. 

Skydive San Marcos offers a skydiving school for people who want to 
do solo jumps. The Level 1 course is composed of six to eight hours 
of instruction followed by a solo jump the same day and is offered on 
Saturdays.

Jumpers must be age 18 or older and weigh less than 230 pounds. 
People who weigh more than 230 pounds may call Skydive San 
Marcos for consideration. Licensed skydivers may jump year-round.

Tandem jump: $210 (with reservation), $220 (without reservation), 
$295 (solo jump with Level 1 course)

Take on Lake Travis this summer with 
a personal WaveRunner, pontoon, ski 
boat or barge from Just For Fun water 
rentals, a locally owned business that 
has been serving the area for 25 years. 

The WaveRunners can accommodate 
one to three people, while the 
pontoons can hold 10–12. Ski boats come equipped with water skis, 
a ski vest and rope at no additional charge, and boaters may rent 
kneeboards, inner tubes, children’s skis and wakeboards separately. 

“If it’s a family with kids, they’ll want a pontoon, it’s a ski boat for 
people seeking speed, and for the college age, it’s WaveRunners,” 
Operations Director Hawkeye Roth said.

For groups of up to 50 people, the double-deck party barges are 
the way to go, Roth said. The barges have a four-hour minimum, and 
renters are allowed to have a disc jockey or band aboard.

Yamaha WaveRunner: $75 per hour 
Pontoons: $60–$70 per hour 
Ski boat: $80–$90 per hour 
Party barge: $560 for four hours

Pick up a paddle at the Texas Rowing 
Center, where patrons can rent canoes, 
kayaks and stand-up paddleboards by 
the hour or day as well as take rowing 
lessons. Manager Somers Ritchie said 
rowing is the third-ranked sport for 
engaging the most muscles.

Texas Rowing Center also has summer camps for attendees in 
grades three through 12 to kayak, paddleboard, swim and hike. 
Camps are $160–$295 per week.

The boathouse is located on the Lady Bird Lake Trail but is also 
accessible by vehicle. Drivers can park along Stephen F. Austin/
Veterans Drive across from Austin High School and look for the 
Texas Rowing Center sign.

Equipment rental: $10–$50 
Hours: 6 a.m.–dark, daily

At 40,481 square feet, Round Rock’s 
Rock ‘N River Family Aquatic Center 
seems to have an activity or slide for 
nearly everyone.

“It’s one of the most popular pools 
in Round Rock,” said Roger Heaney, 
Parks and Recreation Department 
spokesman. 

The park’s main features are a dual slide—one covered and one 
uncovered—and a lazy river for park-goers to float on inner tubes. 
Facilities for toddlers include the child’s pool and water playscape.

The water park is open Mon., Tue., Thu. and Sat. from 10 a.m. to  
8 p.m., and Fri. and Sun. from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Admission: $4.50 (adult Round Rock residents); $3.50 (Round 
Rock children ages 17 and younger, Round Rock seniors age 55 and 
older); nonresident price is $1 extra

Making the trek to the dinosaur 
tracks in the South San Gabriel River 
bed is a trip for the determined and 
adventurous.

Not many people know how to access 
the prehistoric tracks, estimated to 
be about 100 million years old. One of 
the tracks was likely made by a sauropod such as a brontosaurus, 
and the other smaller, three-toed tracks are thought to have been 
made by a rare carnivorous dinosaur called an acrocanthosaurus.

The best way to find the tracks is to travel north on US 183 and 
take a left at River Run. Continue along the dirt road until arriving at 
a clearing. The rest of the trek is on foot. 

Visitors will cross the South San Gabriel River and follow the 
riverbed west for about 3/4 mile. Visitors will find an overgrown path 
that will follow the river and will take them to the tracks. The tracks 
are located just where the river starts to bend. 

Wear comfortable hiking shoes that can get wet as some shallow 
wading might be involved. Wearing pants is recommended.

Not going on vacation this summer? No problem. 

There is plenty to do in Central Texas that does  

not require dealing with security at the airport 

or a long drive in the car.

By Amy Denney

‘‘Staycation’’ Guide‘‘Staycation’’ Guide‘‘Staycation’’ Guide
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	  Your favorite Cover 3 menu items 

Flatbreads, Wings & More 

25 Beers on Tap 

Weekend Brunch 
& Bloody Mary Bar 
11am – 3pm 

Enjoy an App on us!  
Redeem this ad for your 

choice of flatbread or wings.   
One per table please.

	  

SPORTS BAR & KITCHEN 

ufcu.org/go/fit                        (512) 467-8080                                             

Visit Your 
Nearest UFCU 
Financial Center

Pick Up 
Your FitFest 
Activity Book

Complete 
At Least 10 
Activities

Return Your 
Activity Book 
To A UFCU 

Financial Center

Win A Work Out 
With UT Trainers on 
August 21, 2012

Go 
Pro!

Win it!
Work Out Like A Longhorn 
On A UT Athletic F ield!

Activity Books are due by close of business on July 21, 2012.  UFCU will hold a drawing for 
15 boys and 15 girls. Participants must be between the ages of 7 and 13.

Comm Impact_10x6.04_6-12.indd   1 6/4/12   9:32 AM

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

5 FEET?

How  Do YOU

HOWEVER YOU MEASURE IT,  
MAKE IT 5 FEET

How do you measure it? 
Show us how at facebook.com/austinrecycles

5 FEET
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Data compiled by 
Betsy Gallagher

Coldwell Banker United
431-8265

bgallagher@cbunited.com

Featured neighborhood 
Gracywoods, 78758 

12039 Lincolnshire Drive $244,000 
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,392 sq. ft.
Agent: Cynthia Bell, Keller Williams Realty 
364-8637

902 Huntridge Drive $189,999
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,043 sq. ft.
Agent: Susan McVicker, Coldwell Banker United
917-3018

11605 Norwegian Wood Drive $136,500
3 Bedrooms / 2 Bath 1,160 sq. ft.
Agent: Billy Kadish, Kadish Properties
422-2488

1307 Doonesbury Drive $224,900
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,632 sq. ft.
Agent: Amy Paczosa, One River Realty/PLR
743-3667

Overview Featured homes

Build-out years: 1976–96

Builders: Various, including NPC

Number of homes: 885

Low/high square footage: 843–2,923

HOA dues (estimated): None 

Amenities: Trails, greenbelt

Nearby attractions: The Domain, Arboretum, 

Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park, close to  

US 183 and MoPac 

 

Property taxes:

Austin Community College  0.0948

Central Health 0.0789

City of Austin 0.4811 

Pflugerville ISD  1.4800

Travis County 0.4855 

Total (per $100 value) _______________ 2.6203

Pflugerville ISD schools

•	 River Oaks Elementary School

•	 Westview Middle School

•	 John B. Connally High School

Parmer Ln.

Braker Ln.Kramer Ln.
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ar
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On the market  (As of June 14, 2012)
No. of homes for sale 6

No. of homes under contract 5

Avg. days on the market 46

Home sales  (June 2011–June 2012)
No. of homes sold in last year 44

Square footage Low/High 1,545/2,552

Selling price Low/High $90,000/$276,500

REAL ESTATE

Call and schedule your tour today

512.271.9442
www.condolivingaustin.com

Developed by Benchmark Development and Momark Development, a team that comes 
together to create low maintenance, high-feature homes in desirable Austin areas. Homes are 
presented by Wes Peoples Homes, with over 31 years of experience in community building.

New contemporary homes in Austin’s dynamic north side corridor. Live 
close to major tech and key business centers, the elegant Domain and 

an abundance of retail and dining opportunities essential for the modern 
lifestyle. Sleek designs in two and three-level open plans you’ll love!

NorthEdge Domain

Grand Opening of New Model

MoPac

35
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Residential real estate listings added to the market between 6/8/12 and 6/13/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Property Listings ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil east
78750 Anderson Mill/McNeil west 
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

11214 Della Torre Drive $539,900

12901 Debarr Drive $200,000

REAL ESTATE

   

BELTERRATEXAS.COM   •   512.301.5000   •   151 TRINITY HILLS DRIVE   •   AUSTIN, TEXAS   •   78737

Buffington Homes • David Weekley Homes
Highland Homes • Sitterle Homes

Treaty Oak Homes

New homes crafted by:

TEAM BELTERRA REcognizEd As Top fundRAising TEAM 
wiTh ovER $10,000 in donATions TowARd dRipping spRings RELAy foR LifE! 

ThAnk you
dRipping spRings

RELAy foR LifE TEAMs 
foR RAising ovER

$90,000 in ThE fighT 
AgAinsT cAncER!

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Canyon Creek 10604 Icarus Court 4br/3ba $349,000 3,506 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Grandview Hills 7922 Castle Peake Trail 6br/4ba $369,000 3,754 Scott Cunningham 497-6116 Realty Executives, Austin-North

78726 Parke 8006 Canyon Parke Court 4br/3ba $399,900 3,621 Diane Kennedy 750-2950 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78729 Lakeline Square Condo 13420 Lyndhurst Street 3br/2ba $163,000 1,376 Theodosia Shayo 363-2814 Habitat Hunters

78729 Milwood 6601 Corpus Christi Drive 4br/2ba $175,000 2,267 Mike Kight 924-6524 RE/MAX Capital City II

78729 Milwood 13281 Kerrville Folkway 4br/2ba $229,900 2,670 Janet Hoelscher 789-3467 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78729 Milwood 13208 Greybull Trail 4br/2ba $230,000 2,670 Kathleen Bucher 784-7169 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 12901 Debarr Drive 4br/2ba $200,000 2,162 Kristi Long Sanguinet 922-7191 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 12909 Modena Trail 3br/2ba $145,500 1,157 Stephanie Price 773-5572 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Canyon Ridge 7917 High Hollow Drive 5br/4ba $485,000 3,268 Carol Dochen 345-2227 Carol Dochen Realtors

78750 Lake Creek at Anderson Mill 10904 Running Buck Lane 3br/2ba $174,900 1,699 Liliana Jackson 560-2959 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 10707 Loch Ness Cove 4br/2ba $475,000 3,494 Kathy Chappell 914-8859 Pacesetter Properties

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 11214 Della Torre Drive 5br/4ba $539,900 3,801 Peter Sajovich 219-3030 HomeNet Realty

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 10003 Brandywine Circle 5br/2ba $349,000 2,345 Gregory Cooper 565-0499 Goldwasser Real Estate

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 9902 Marseilles Drive 4br/2ba $294,900 2,172 Ed Lundry 401-6300 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Tanglewood Estates 8800 Royalwood Drive 4br/2ba $370,000 2,571 Deborah Harber 971-1182 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Reflections Walnut Creek 11901 Swearingen Drive 0br/2ba $114,500 1,042 Lesley Wilkes 762-8572 Amelia Bullock Realtors

78759 Morado Cove Condo 10300 Morado Cove 1br/2ba $200,000 1,114 Courtney Oldham 531-2904 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Great Hills 6502 Rain Creek Parkway 4br/3ba $575,000 2,892 Linda Fisher 496-8722 Private Label Realty

For Market Data information visit impactnews.com/articles/market-data-for-northwest-austin-may-2012
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.TM

11113 Research Boulevard     Austin, TX 78759     (512) 324-6000

SetonER.com is for minor emergencies only. If you are experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1.

SetonER.com

Powered by

Hold your place in line and reduce your wait time 

in the Emergency Room to 15 minutes or less.

Now no 

scheduling 

fee!
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