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Brigid Shea | 14 
See where the candidate for mayor, 
as well as other candidates for City 

Council, stand on issues such as crime 
prevention and transportation 

impactdeals.com
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Find even more online at

More area businesses expanding, relocating 

Meanwhile, possible bike path extension could pump up project costs

MoPac lane expansion 
may get $130M infusion

Ha-V Sanchez purchases items at nonprofit thrift store Nifty Thrift, which recently 
relocated to a larger, more visible space after an influx of donations.

By Sara Behunek 
Policymakers are in negotiations with 

the Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority to bankroll more than half of a  
$200 million two-lane expansion on 
MoPac between Parmer Lane and Cesar 
Chavez Street. 

But as part of the arrangement—and 
at the urging of a local bicycle advocacy 
group—project designers may go back to 
the drawing board to extend a proposed 
bicycle and pedestrian path that would run 
adjacent to the highway—an addition with 
a $23 million price tag.

As is, the Mobility Authority, an inde-
pendent government agency formed as 
a partnership between Travis and Wil-
liamson counties, has allocated $5 mil-
lion to building a 10-foot-wide concrete 
trail that would run alongside parts of the 
highway from Capital of Texas Hwy. north 
to Duval Road, much like the path that 

runs parallel to Toll 183A, and to filling in 
missing patches of sidewalk along the full  
project corridor. 

The allocation would also pay for 
improvements at 13 intersections, includ-
ing bridge widening, installation of ADA-
compliant ramps and paint restriping, as 
well as a path that would provide access 
across US 183 at MoPac.

But, says Tom Wald, executive director of 
the League of Bicycling Voters, a nonprofit 
advocacy organization, that is not enough. 

“One thing that’s clear is [the Mobil-
ity Authority’s] plan is not consistent with 
public policy at various levels. It’s not con-
sistent with City of Austin plans and poli-
cies. It’s not consistent with federal policies. 
It’s not consistent with our metropolitan 
planning organization policies,” he said. 

The $130 million or so loan would come 
from a $136.6 million bundle the Texas 

By Amy Denney
With the wind of a strengthen-

ing economy at their back, some 
businesses in Northwest Austin are 
relocating to larger spaces or open-
ing additional locations.

Real estate market reports pro-
vide statistics on vacancy and 
rental rates but not for relocations 
or expansions. However, Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper data show 
a steady increase of expansions in 
Northwest Austin from April 2011 
to March 2012 and a burst of relo-
cation activity in the third quarter 

of 2011 as well as the first quar-
ter of this year. All told, between 
April 2011 and March 2012, the 
Northwest Austin area saw 42 
business relocations and 80 expan-
sions. Expansions include physical 
expansions in an existing space or 
adding subsequent locations.

Community Impact Newspaper 
defines Northwest Austin as the 
area between Wells Branch Park-
way and RM 620 to the north, 
RM 2222 to the south, Spice-
wood Springs Road to the west 
and North Lamar Boulevard to 

the east (see map on Page 19). 
“Austin’s real estate market is 

pretty strong right now in terms 
of people expanding,” said Cole 
Brodhead, a principal with Retail 
Solutions, an Austin-based real 
estate firm. “Most of the national 
guys, national retailers, look at 
Texas as a great area to add more 
stores because our economy is 
so strong as opposed to the East 
Coast, West Coast, which still have 
some suppressed markets.”

Texas’ unemployment rate, at 
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 Parks Guide | 20
Spring is in full swing, and 
these Northwest Austin parks 
are full of fun things to do

impactnews.com 

Schlitterbahn in Cedar Park
Partners planning to build a 
Schlitterbahn waterpark in Cedar Park 
are close to striking a deal

 Fast Forward | 23
This local skateboard shop is taking a 
second run

Coffee With Impact | 25 
Superintendents from seven area school 
districts discuss budgets, STAAR testing

1  Anderson Mill Park Lake Creek Parkway and Schoolhouse Road 

3 acres 
Pavilion, picnic tables, pool, tennis, 0.2-mile trail2  Balcones District Park 12017 Amherst Drive 51 acres 

Barbecue pits, basketball, horseshoe pits, picnic 

tables, pool, playscape, tennis, 1.3 miles of trails, 

volleyball

3  Cook School Park 1505 Cripple Creek Drive 4 acres 
Basketball, picnic, playscape, trails4  Gracywoods Neighborhood Park  

12133 Metric Blvd. 22 acres 
Barbecue pits, gazebo, picnic tables, playscape, 

trails, volleyball 
Tip: The park does not have a designated park-

ing lot. Access to the park is at Bittern Hollow 

and Snow Goose Road.

5  Great Hills Neighborhood Park    
10801 Sierra Oaks Drive 84 acres 

Pavilions, picnic tables, playscape, 1.2-mile trail 
Tip: Sierra Oaks Drive is just one of several 
entrances to the park. Other access points 
include Sierra Nevada and Floral Park Drive.

6  Harper Park   Lake Creek Parkway and Deerbrook Trail 
11 acres 
Baseball/softball, pavilion, picnic tables,  
playscape, 1-mile trail, volleyball

7  Hill School Park   8405 Tallwood Drive 5 acres 
Basketball, fitness station, picnic tables,  
playscape, volleyball Tip: From 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m., the park serves 

as the Hill Elementary School playground so visi-

tors must report to the office. The park is open to 

the public 5:30–10 p.m.
8  Mountain View Neighborhood Park 

9000 Middlebie Drive 8 acres 
Barbecue pits, basketball, multipurpose field, 

pavilion, picnic tables, playscape, restrooms, 

tennis 
Tip: A parking is located off Westerkirk Drive. 

The field has a backstop for baseball/softball but 

could also be used for soccer.

9  North Park Lake Creek and Split Rail parkways 
11 acres 
Barbecue pits, baseball/softball, pavilion, picnic 

tables, playscape, soccer, 1-mile trail, volleyball 
Tip: There are several access points from Split 

Rail, indicated by signs.
10  Northwest Balcones Neighborhood Park 

10225 Talleyran Drive 7 acres 
Barbecue pits, basketball, pavilion, picnic tables, 

playscape, restrooms, 0.2-mile trail

11  Quail Creek Neighborhood Park   
1101 Mearns Meadow Boulevard 
16 acres 
Barbecue pits, picnic tables, playscape, 1 mile  

of trails, volleyball
12  Schroeter Park 11701 Big Trail 12 acres 

Barbecue pits, basketball, pavilion, picnic tables, 

playscape, 1-mile trail
13  Scofield Farms Neighborhood Park 

12901 Scofield Farms Drive 25 acres 
Picnic tables, trails 

14  Springwoods Park   9117 Anderson Mill Road 12 acres 
Baseball/softball, tennis, picnic tables, play-
scape, soccer, 0.8 miles of trails, volleyball 15  Tanglewood Park 11409 Rustic Rock Drive 14 acres 

Barbecue pits, basketball, pavilion, picnic tables, 

playscape, 0.4-mile trail, volleyball

16  Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park   
12138 N. Lamar Blvd. 291 acres 

Baseball/softball, barbecue pits, basketball, 
BMX, playscape, dog off-leash area, picnic 
tables, pavilion, pool, restrooms, 15.5 miles  

of trails, volleyball Tip: The 15.5 miles of trails are popular among 

cyclists and people with dogs.
17  Woolridge School Park 1410 Norseman Terrace 9 acres 

Basketball, picnic tables, playscape, tennis

This is a sample of the parks in Northwest Austin. 

This list is not comprehensive.
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Parmer Ln.

As market improves, some Northwest Austin businesses are branching out

As proposed, a shared-use path would run along-
side parts of southbound MoPac between Duval 
Road and Capital of Texas Hwy. That path may be 
altered to extend from Parmer Lane to RM 2222 
at a projected cost of $23 million.
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Turn this page once, 
and you will be looking at 
our most popular section. 
According to reader polls, 
the Impacts, in which 
we collect and map new 
business openings, reloca-

tions, expansions, anniversaries and other 
business-related news, is the first thing 
people read when they receive this paper 
in the mail. 

Compiling all of this information is no 
easy task. It involves making a lot of con-
nections, a lot of phone calls and, at times, 
some hardcore sleuthing—all for a 60-word 
brief. But it is this vital service that we are 
known for, and we consider the Impacts to 
be a cache of prized information about our 
local economy. 

To that point, a recent influx of business 
expansions and relocations, many of which 
were to larger storefronts or facilities, 
caught our eye. And it wasn’t just national 

businesses or retailers; we have seen move-
ment across the board in several industries 
and services and among varying sizes of 
businesses. 

This month, reporter Amy Denney 
delved into the trend, mapping more 
than 100 expansions and relocations in 
Northwest Austin to determine where, in 
particular, the movement has been taking 
place. She spoke with commercial real 
estate experts and some of the businesses 
that expanded or moved to identify what is 
behind all this activity. 

What she found is that a confluence 
of factors is allowing these businesses to 
“flourish,” in the words of one real estate 
professional, and as the Austin economy 
gets stronger, the expectation is for more of 
the same.
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Urban rail on track for November 
Vote
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/northwest-austin

“Get it built, people will use it.”
—Mickmike Wilson

“Light rail is coming. It’s coming because it makes sense, 
financially, in terms of civic transportation infrastructure, and 
because a burgeoning population will increasingly drive the 
inevitable necessity of it. If you don’t like it, don’t ride it.”

—Brian M.

“I now live in Denver after living in Austin, and have to say I 
love the light rail here. Austin is out of options. It’s physically 
constrained, you have to travel north/south to go east/west, 
there’s only one real north/south route (I-35), and it’s only 
going to grow regardless of the anti-growth crowd’s efforts. 
What do you propose then?”

—Matt S.

“Austin, Dallas and Houston have spent billions of dollars to 
promote and encourage ridership on public transit, primarily 
on rail for the past 15 years. While all three cities are among 
the fastest growing in the nation, transit ridership is flat to 
down in all three cities over the past dozen years. This alone 
should indicate the wasteful spending on this ineffective 
solution.”

—Jim Skaggs

On Page One, the estimated price of the urban rail 
system is $1.3 billion, not $1.6 billion. On Page 19, the 
Transit Working Group was started when Will Wynn was 
mayor of Austin, not Kirk Watson.

Correction  – Volume 6, Issue 2

W Braker Ln

Balcones Woods Dr
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courtyard near Amy Donovan Plaza and 
Feathergrass Court. David and Rhonda 
Friedrichs are the owners. 795-0273,  
www.justtrainfun.com

10  In early summer, Amy Braden is 
planning to open Plug & Play, a coworking 
facility with child care for children ages  
6 weeks to 4 years, at 13343 N. US 183, 
Ste. 200, in the Anderson Arbor Shopping 
Center. Professionals can purchase 
memberships to use the site, which has 
conference and collaboration rooms and 
work spaces. 258-7584,  
www.plugandplayaustin.com

11  TopGolf, an international chain of 
large golf entertainment complexes, will 
open its first location in Austin in late 
2012. The complex is planned for 11301 
Burnet Road near The Domain. TopGolf 
technology keeps score and tells players 
how far the ball traveled.   
www.topgolfusa.com

12  Coming this fall is a new location 
of BlackFinn American Grille at 
The Domain, 11410 Century Oaks 
Terrace. The menu will include burgers, 
sandwiches and seafood. www.austin.
blackfinnamericangrille.com

13  True Religion Brand Jeans is opening 
a location at The Domain at 11600 Century 
Oaks Terrace next to jewelry store David 
Yurman. The shop will open in June and 
will sell men’s and women’s clothing, 
including the brand’s line of jeans.  
www.truereligionbrandjeans.com

14  Chinese restaurant Master Wok is 
planning a May opening for a location at 
The Domain, 3220 Feathergrass Court, 
next to Subway sandwich shop.

15  The Range Golf Center & Sports Bar 
will open in May at 10910 Domain Drive, 
Ste. 120, across from iPic Theaters at The 
Domain. Customers can play golf on a 
high-definition golf simulator and enjoy a 
full menu and bar. The simulators will have 
21 courses and multiple practice venues. 
The restaurant is planning a grand opening 
event for May 25. www.therangegolf.com

16  Coming to The Domain this summer is 
Venetian Nails, offering facials, manicures 
and pedicures. The salon will be located 
next to Dillard’s, which is located at 3211 
Feathergrass Court. 

17  Angel Donuts & Treats, a donut and 
bakery shop, plans to open in July at 8300 
N. RM 620, Bldg. A, Ste. 200, at The Trails 
at 620. The bakery will sell kolaches and 
bubble tea in addition to donuts. 994-5469, 
www.angeldonuts.com

Under Construction

18  The Linh Son Buddhist Association, 
4604 Duval Road, is constructing a new 

Now Open

1  1st Diesel Repair opened in January 
at 16299 FM 1325, Bldg. A. The shop 
services diesel vehicles and provides buyer 
inspections, diagnostics, on-site testing, 
and repair and remanufacturing of car 
parts. 1st Diesel Repair specializes in 
Powerstroke and Cummins engines.  
341-0303, www.1stdieselrepairshop 
austin.com

2  Frank and Kylene Assorgi opened a 
franchise of Rita’s Italian Ice on April 
7 at 6001 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 380, in 
the McNeil Crossing shopping center. 
Customers may choose from 53 flavors 
of Italian ice and custard made fresh 
daily with real fruit, including mango, 
strawberry and cherry. 996-8436,  
www.ritasfranchises.com/parmerlane

3  University Federal Credit Union 
Interactive Financial Center opened  
Feb. 29 at 1500 W. Parmer Lane. Services 
include checking and savings accounts and 
auto loans as well as mortgages, trusts and 
insurance. The branch also has 24-hour 
drive-thru ATMs, a self-serve coin-

counting machine, financial planning and 
investment and trust services. 467-8080, 
www.ufcu.org

4  On April 14, Austin-based sandwich 
chain Schlotzsky’s opened a new location 
at 8300 N. RM 620, Bldg. A, Ste. 103, in the 
Trails at 620 shopping center. 258-3500,  
www.schlotzskys.com

5  Mattress chain Mattress Firm also 
opened a new location at the Trails at 620, 
8300 N. RM 620, Bldg. A, Ste. 300.  
257-0904, www.mattressfirm.com

Coming Soon

6  Houston-based Lupe Tortilla Mexican 
Restaurant plans to open its first Austin 
location at The Shops at Arbor Walk, 10515 
N. MoPac, Bldg. R, no later than the first 
week in May. The restaurant serves fajitas 
and tacos as well as chicken and seafood 
dishes. 582-2201, www.lupetortilla.com

7  On March 26, Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema announced plans to open its 
newest Austin theater in the Lakeline 
Market Shopping Center at Lakeline 

Boulevard and Pecan Park Boulevard. The 
new theater, the sixth in Austin, would be 
the largest of any Alamo theater, with 10 
screens as well as a bar. The Lake Creek 
theater, 13729 Research Blvd., will remain 
open. www.drafthouse.com

Trader Joe’s, a California-based grocery 
store, announced plans for its eighth Texas 
location. The store will be located at the 
former Seaholm Power Plant, 211 Seaholm 
Drive, Ste. 100. Trader Joe’s, known for its 
Two-Buck Chuck wine, will open in 2013. 
www.traderjoes.com

8  Natalie Varner plans to open a second 
Dolce Blu Lash Salon at 11011 Domain 
Drive, in the same building as the Fiat auto 
dealership, at the end of June or early July. 
Services will include eyelash extension, 
lash and brow tinting, facial waxing and 
body waxing. 258-0009, 
www.dolcebluaustin.com

9  Just Train Fun, which provides 
trackless train rides for children at 
Lakeline Mall, is planning to open a 
second location in May at The Domain. 
The ticketing kiosk will be located in the 
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Personalized service from a caring physician. 
Dr. Grossmann specializes in quality care for adults from 
a simple cold, women’s health, or chronic conditions like 
diabetes and heart disease.

6301 W. Parmer Ln. Ste. 102 
Austin TX, 78729 
512.568.3565  • www.doctorgrossmann.com

Internal Medicine

All major insurances accepted. 
Same day appointments available.

temple to replace the 50-year-old building 
that previously stood in its place. The 
association has been in Austin for more 
than 30 years and expects construction 
to be finished in about six months. The 
association teaches others about the 
Buddhist religion and Vietnamese culture 
and helps Vietnamese families learn 
English and about American culture. 
www.linhsonaustin.org

Relocations

19  Ann’s Kitchen Cakes reopened  
April 3 in a new location after a 
Thanksgiving Day fire caused damage 
to the store. The new address is 8650 
Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 108, next to 
the shop’s previous location. Ann’s Kitchen 
Cakes sells custom-made cakes, cupcakes 
and cookies. 335-4545, 
www.annskitchen.com

20 Brothers Dean and Nick Mosmeyer 
relocated their gym, ATX Personal 
Fitness, from 12174 N. MoPac, Ste. C, to 
a larger space at 13900 N. I-35, Ste. D-1 in 
the Capital Industrial Park in February. 
The Mosmeyers provide personal training. 
919-0442, www.atxpersonalfitness.com

21 Heart & Sole Massage will move into a 
larger suite May 7 at 13740 Research Blvd., 
Bldg. M6. The massage parlor used to be 
located at the same address in Bldg. L8. 
The larger space will allow owner Kristen 
Tagle to hire four therapists and offer deep-
tissue, Swedish, sports, prenatal, hot-stone 
and couples massages. 361-585-0551,  
www.heartandsolemassage.com

22 Chiropractor Chris Barras relocated 
his practice, Austin Skye Wellness, to 
2013 Wells Branch Parkway,  
Ste. 103, from 9070 Research Blvd., at the 
Crossroads Shopping Center, on April 12. 
Barras shares the space with Dr. Mark 
Lesko from Community Health and 
Rehab Center. They offer realignments, 
detoxification and weight-loss services, 
among others. 374-9955,  
www.austinskyewellness.com,  
www.austintexashealth.com

Anniversaries

23 EEA Consulting Engineers celebrated 
35 years of business in April. The firm, 
located at 6615 Vaught Ranch Road, was 
founded in 1977 by CEO Michael Hart and 
specializes in energy conservation. The 
firm retrofitted the HVAC system on the 
29th floor of The University of Texas tower. 
EEA has also worked with Samsung, 3M 
and Texas State University. 744-4400,  
www.eeace.com

24 Perfect Pooch Grooming, owned by 
father-and-daughter duo Caroline and 
Jim Soper, celebrates its 10th anniversary 
in May. The home-based dog grooming 
business is located on Parkfield Drive at 
Braker Lane and also has a fully equipped 
mobile grooming salon. Services include 
shampooing, trimming, nail filing and oral 
care for dogs. 680-4952, 
 www.perfectpoochgrooming.com

Closings

25 In March, Best Buy announced plans 
to close 50 stores across the country, 
including one location in Austin. The 
store at 12901 N. I-35, at the Tech Ridge 
shopping center, is slated to close May 12. 
989-1625, www.bestbuy.com

26 Metrodog, formerly located at 11011 
Domain Drive, Ste. 116, recently closed. 
Owners Ryan Adkins and Alex Stowell 
opened the dog boutique in November 
2010.

In the News

27 The Austin Technology Council 
announced April 16 the formation of a new 
nonprofit organization, ATC Community 
Foundation, which will work to educate, 
inspire and lead Central Texas’ next 
generation of technology students. ATC’s 
offices are located at 3420 Executive Center 
Drive, Ste. 300. 394-8260,  
www.austintechnologycouncil.org

(From left) operations supervisor “Ms. Rachel” is seen with Sarah and Shaun Friedrichs alongside the 
Houndog Express, a trackless train for children run by Just Train Fun that will open in May at The Domain.

9

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

Ann’s Kitchen Cakes reopened its store April 3 
after a Thanksgiving Day fire caused damage in its 
old location at 8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 
112. The new location is at Ste. 108.

Film director Robert Rodriquez (left) and Alamo 
Drafthouse CEO and founder Tim League welcome 
guests at the grand opening of the Slaughter Lane 
theater March 27. 

197

Houston-based Lupe Tortilla Mexican Restaurant 
plans to open its first Austin location at The Shops 
at Arbor Walk by the first week in May. 
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Frank Assorgi and his wife, Kylene, opened a 
franchise of Rita’s Italian Ice on April 7. The shop 
carries 53 flavors of Italian ice and custard.
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Before After

Finally!
An affordable 
patented 
procedure is now 
available to treat 
toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY

Precision Podiatry is 

proud to offer the use of 

the Q Clear Laser. This 

patented laser is a specially 

designed medical device 

which shines a laser light 

beam through the nail and 

vaporize the germs in and 

under the nail plate that 

causes nail fungus. 

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 

CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser

$295Starting at



6 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

Austin           Japan           France           Spain           Chile           Germany           Argentina           Korea           Scotland           Mexico

Academically challenging. Personally rewarding. Professionally invigorating. 
With two locations in Austin and partner universities in nine countries, St. Edward’s University will prepare you to make a difference in your world. 
Offering 12 graduate degree programs. www.stedwards.edu/masters or call 512-492-3131.

Susanne Gross ’10   Master of Business Administration. Marketing Design Manager at a business intelligence software firm. Did graduate work in Prague 
helping Adobe® develop its first go-to-market customer experience management strategy for marketing in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia.

Take on your world.TM

Earn a graduate degree 
with a global perspective. 
And look at your career 
from a new worldview.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate is NOT available on loans already financed with UFCU, is based on 55 to 75 month term and includes 
up to a 1.50% rate discount for Membership Rewards. Your rate may be higher or lower based on your credit, the term of your loan and 
Membership Rewards. Visit ufcu.org for complete Membership Rewards criteria.

Federally insured by NCUA

Auto Loans 
As Low As 

2.15% APR*

Don’t miss out on the great 
rates and benefits of UFCU’s 
Spring Auto Loan Promotion: 

• One low rate for both new and  
used auto loans

• Up to 100% loan financing and 
flexible terms

• UFCU Locate-to-Order  
Automotive - our no hassle,  
no haggle vehicle locating service

• Auto insurance savings - ask us 
for a free quote!

Take advantage of UFCU’s low auto 

loan rates on your next vehicle 

purchase, or refinance an auto loan 

from another lender. Ask us how, 

apply at wheels101.com or call 

(512) 498-CARS.

Comm Impact_Auto Promo_3-12.indd   1 3/19/12   11:50 AM
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CALENdAR

 

19 Art Bra Austin
Clad in eclectic art bras, breast cancer 
survivors strut their stuff down the runway 
to raise funds and awareness for the Breast 
Cancer Resource Centers of Texas. 7–11 p.m. 
$75–$100. Austin Music Hall, 208 Nueces St. 
544-0900. www.bcrc.org

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/nwa-calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/nwa-calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

April 28 
By Sara Behunek

Local nonprofit Youth2Seniors, which aims to connect younger generations with senior 
citizens through interactive programs, hosts its first Intergenerational day at the senior 
assisted living center the Pavilion at Great Hills, 11819 Pavilion Blvd.

“It is absolutely incredible when you get these two groups together. There’s a lot of programs 
that benefit children in the community, and there’s a lot of programs that benefit older people, 
but not any [other] that bring them together,” Youth2Seniors founder Adelle Connors said. 

The event includes a silent auction with items such as Southwest Airlines tickets, disneyland 
passes, signed baseballs and jewelry, and interactive activities including making family trees, 
planting flowers and building teddy bears, which are then donated to children in need. A 
bounce house and other children’s games are available.

“We want people who want to come and just have a good time with their family, and we want 
people who just want to come and support a good cause,” Connors said. 

Intergenerational day is from 1–5 p.m. Attendance is free and open to the public. For more 
information, call 961-7805 or visit www.youth2seniors.org.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 G

eo
rg

e 
C

ar
ls

o
n

Kissiah Connors as the “Easter Elephant” visits a resident of the Deer Creek Nursing Home in Wim-
berley for a Youth2Seniors event in which volunteers distribute 800 Easter eggs. 

Intergenerational DayMay

5 Violet Crown Festival
Families gather at Brentwood Park for local 
arts and craft and food vendors. The event 
also features a slow bicycle race, in which 
the slowest cyclists win, massage therapy, a 
native plant swap, obstacle course, spin art, 
and more. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. Free. Brentwood 
Park, 6710 Arroyo Seco. 450-1167.  
www.violetcrowncommunity.org

5 Comic book day
The Wells Branch Community Library hosts free 
drawing workshops by author and illustrator 
Scott Sutton and cartoonist Erik Kuntz as 
well as a comic book swap. Registration for 
workshops is required. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. 
Wells Branch Community Library, 15001 Wells 
Port drive. 989-3188. www.wblibrary.org

8–9 Jewelry show
Austin-based jewelry designer Natalie 
Lambert, who specializes in watermelon and 
champagne tourmaline jewelry, displays her 
designs at Neiman Marcus at The domain. 
Champagne and hors d’oeuvres are served. 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. Neiman Marcus, 3400  
Palm Way. 578-8764.  
www.natalielambertdesigns.com

10 ‘This American Life’
Regal Arbor Cinema airs a live performance of 
the radio show “This American Life.” Filmed at 
the Skirball Center at New York University, Ira 
Glass is joined by several contributors including 
dan Savage and david Rakoff. 7 p.m. $20. 
Regal Arbor Cinema at Great Hills, 9828 Great 
Hills Trail. 231-9742. www.regmovies.com

11–12 Pachanga Latino Music Festival
This year’s Pachanga Latino Music Festival, 
a Latin-themed music, cultural arts and food 
festival, features Calle 13, Los Lonely Boys 
and more. Visit the website for schedule 
information. $55 (festival passes), $38 
(Friday), $20 (Saturday). Fiesta Gardens, 2101 
Jesse Segovia St. www.pachangafest.com

12 Gardens on Tour
The 2012 Gardens on Tour is a self-guided 
tour of five private gardens as well as the 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. 
Attendees may begin their tour at any desired 
garden. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. $25 (tour pass), $3 
(ages 6–12), free (age 5 and younger).  
232-0100. www.wildflower.org/gardentour

12 Dinosaur Day at Champion Park
Children explore the area’s paleontological 
past with a simulated dinosaur bone 
excavation and other activities. 10 a.m.– 
2 p.m. Free. Champion Park at Brushy Creek 
Regional Trail, 3830 Brushy Creek Road, 
Cedar Park. 943-1920. www.wilco.org

19 Hispanic heritage celebration
Round Rock ISd recognizes the academic 
accomplishments and leadership of Hispanic 
students in grades 6six through 12. Students 
provide dance and music performances. 
A reception with refreshments follows 
the program. 2–4 p.m. Free. Round Rock 
Performing Arts Center, 5800 McNeil drive. 
464-6589. www.roundrockisd.org

April
28 Father-daughter WonderBall
WonderBall, hosted by Wonders & Worries, 
a local nonprofit organization, features more 
than 40 adults in princess costumes, ponies 
from Austin’s Miniature Horse Society and a 
grand raffle prize drawing for four tickets to 
disneyland. The event is for fathers or father 
figures, such as uncles or grandfathers, and 
daughters. Tickets include dinner, a souvenir 
photo, a tiara and a magic wand. 6–9 p.m. 
$100 (father and up to three daughters). 
Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs 
Road. 329-5757.  
www.wondersandworries.org

28 Spring craft fair and car show
Forty-four local vendors sell their wares, and 
attendees can check out classic automobiles. 
All proceeds benefit Project Graduation, a 
chaperoned drug- and alcohol-free overnight 
celebration for all McNeil High School seniors 
on their graduation night. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. 
McNeil High School, 5720 McNeil drive,  
464-6300. http://209.184.141.5/mcneil

28 Multiple sclerosis silent auction
The third annual silent auction is free to 
attend and features live music. Snacks and 
beverages are provided. 6–10 p.m. Elements 
Laser Spa, 12335 Hymeadow drive, Ste. 400.  
925-1440. www.elementslaserspa.com

28 Eeyore’s Birthday
Eeyore’s 49th annual birthday party, held at 
Pease Park, includes live music from noon– 
6 p.m. The event also has a children’s play 
area from 11 a.m.–4 p.m. Several nonprofits 
are present to sell food and drinks. Attendees 
are encouraged to wear a costume. The 
event serves as a fundraiser for Austin 
nonprofit organizations including Austin Pets 
Alive and Hospice Austin. 11 a.m.–dark. Free. 
Pease Park, 1100 Kingsbury St.  
www.eeyores.org

28–29 Heart O’ Texas Orchid Society’s 
41st Annual Show & Sale
This year’s annual show and sale, dubbed 
“Orchid Heaven,” showcases hundreds of 
blooming orchids, offers growing advice and 
information and provides access to multiple 
orchid vendors from throughout the nation. 
Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. 
Zilker Botanical Gardens, 2220 Barton Springs 
Road. 477-8672. www.hotos.org

29 Project Pink Runway
Sponsored by the AKA Association for 
Community development and the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha sorority Beta Psi Omega chapter, 
Project Pink Runway is a celebration of global 
style featuring local designers and businesses. 
A fashion show, luncheon and silent auction 
entertain attendees. 2 p.m. $50. Renaissance 
Austin Hotel, 9751 Arboretum Blvd. 343-2626. 
www.betapsiomega.org/fashion-show

Online Calendar
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Thirsty lawn?
Composting is an easy, cost-effective way to 
return nutrients to your rain-deprived lawn. 
Register for a FREE composting class hosted 
by the City of Austin at your neighborhood 
library or farmers’ market!

Sign up at austinrecycles.com

Restoring Function,
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s 
only resource for five highly specialized centers of expertise in one 
place: The Hand, Breast, Advanced Facial Surgery, Wound Care 
and Plastic Surgery Centers.

Our HAND CENTER specialists are fellowship-trained to treat all 
problems of the hand and wrist, including carpal tunnel, sports 
injuries and trauma reconstruction. We also offer comprehensive 
hand therapy services to help you receive the maximum benefits of 
treatment. If your hands or wrists hurt, we can help.

To schedule a consultation,
 please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

Austin
Clinical Education Center 

at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 

Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

PUTTING LIVES BACK TOGETHER

• Restore a smile in as little as a day with DENTAL 
 IMPLANTS

• Digital X-Rays using 90% less radiation than traditional 
 X-Rays

• Beautiful Veneers or Invisalign Clear Braces–create 
 Beautiful Smiles

• Magnifi cation and Laser Assisted Cavity Detection and 
 Soft Tissue laser to treat gum disease more effectively

• Several oral surgeons refer patients only to Dr. Schauer 
 to rebuild the smile/teeth after surgery. They trust  him 
 to make their patients look incredible.

• Serving the community for over 20 years

12401 Hymeadow Bldg. 5  Austin TX 78750 (Across from Westwood High School) 

512-250-8225 • www.alanschauerdds.com

$100 OFF Your First 
Treatment 

Bring in this ad for

Alan Schauer, DDS
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

with completion of New Patient Comprehensive Exam.
Cannot be combined with other offers.  Expires 5/31/12
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Lake storage down 99 percent from historical average
Full storage

Average storage

1940

While the combined capacity of Lake Buchanan and Lake Travis is  
2 million acre-feet of water, on average they contain 1.67 million 
acre-feet, and at one of their lowest points, in 1940, they contained 
only 500,000 acre-feet of water. 
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Lake levels over the years
WATER POLICY

By Andrea Leptinsky and Kevin Stich
The recent approval of a 

revised Water Management Plan 
by the Lower Colorado River 
Authority board of directors and 
proposed changes to the City 
of Austin’s Water Conserva-
tion Code is issuing a staunch 
warning to regional water 
stakeholders: The implications 
of Texas’ recent dry weather has 
wreaked havoc on water storage 
at the state and local levels. And, 
as the population continues to 
grow, more plans must be made 
to ensure water is available for 
future generations.

“What you need to think 
about with this drought is that 
all it’s really done is put into 
very sharp focus the fact that 
there are an enormous number 
of people sharing a very fixed 
resource,” said Laura Huffman, 
Texas director of The Nature 
Conservancy, during a January 
panel.

Although recent rains have 
helped the lakes to rise, it has not  
been enough to take the region 
out of danger, stakeholders say. 

As of April 23, the combined 
storage of lakes Buchanan and 
Travis, the source of Austin’s 
drinking water, was 974,979  
acre-feet of water. On average, 
the lakes sit at 1.67 million acre-
feet of water.

An improved response
The revised LCRA plan is 

devised to allow the regional 
water management agency more 
flexibility to respond to severe 
droughts. In all, the strategies 
would create more than 640,000 

Water conservation plans  
revised as drought persists

acre-feet of additional water sup-
ply by 2060.

But still, there is worry that 
the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, which 
issues final approval of the plan, 
may not rubber-stamp the revi-
sions in time to make it effective 
before another hot summer.

“Last time, it took the TCEQ 
years to finalize it,” Travis 
County Commissioner Karen 
Huber said. “It can still be 
changed, and competing inter-
ests will be trying to get amend-
ments to it while it goes through 
the TCEQ process. The plan is 
not the answer to everything, 
but it is, as submitted to TCEQ, 
an extremely important first step 
for better assurance that our 
basic water supply needs on the 
Highland Lakes will be met.”

Staving off Stage 3
With summer approaching, 

the Austin Water Utility has 
also been revising its own water 
conservation code. 

Put simply, the city prepaid 
the LCRA for its water, and 
if the city crosses a water-use 
threshold for two consecu-
tive years, it will have to make 
payments in the multimillion-
dollar range. One of the hopes 
is that proposed revisions would 
allow the city to stretch its dol-
lars further through conserva-
tion and continue to defer those 
payments, said Drema Gross, 
water conservation manager for 
Austin Water Utility.  

“We’re in very good position 
as far as watery supply,” Gross 
said. “Of course we’re concerned 

about drought, but it makes 
financial sense for the city and 
the utility to try and extend our 
prepaid amount of water as long 
as possible.”

Moreover, the city’s code, 
although drafted in 2007, 
was not intended to deal with 
long-term drought situations, 
said Jadell Hines, conservation 
program coordinator at Austin 
Water Utility. 

Given that the city has been-
operating under Stage 2 restric-
tions since Sept. 6—the second 
time in about three years that 
Austin has been in Stage 2—the 
drought is indeed long-term, she 
said.

And while officials predict 
that the advancing summer will 
be milder than last year, pub-
lic feedback gathered over the 
past six months indicated that 
residents are anxious about the 
prospect of another hot season.

“In looking over our code, we 
realized that were we to get into 
a Stage 3 situation, there would 
be some significant impacts to 

the community,” Hines said. 
“Our hope [is] that we would 
get this code adopted prior to 
[water] use to get into Stage 3,”

The utility plans to present 
revisions to City Council in 

May, at which time the public is 
invited to comment.

Sara Behunek contributed to 
this article

Some proposed changes to the City of Austin 

Water Conservation Code

• Car-washing equipment must be annually certified as efficient by 
licensed plumber

• Charity car washes must be held at car-washing facilities using 
facility equipment; prohibited in Stage 3 and 4

• Hotels must offer towel and linen reuse program year-round

• Larger fountains prohibited in Stages 2 though 4

• Limited operation for patio misters

• Splash pads prohibited in Stage 3 and 4

• Spray irrigation prohibited in Stage 4 at commercial plant nurseries

• Year-round irrigation restrictions (hand watering and foundation 
watering is exempt from restriction up to Stage 4)

• Year-round, restaurants serve water only when requested

Source: Austin Water Utility

Source: Lower Colorado River Authority

Comment at impactnews.com

 OUR BUses aRe RUNNING sMaRTeR THese DaYs.

With your input and our planning, we’ve increased bus trips by more than a million this year. It keeps getting better: with the 

first MetroRapid route slated for 2014, new technology will offer mobile phone access to arrival  

times and buses that communicate with traffic signals. Learn more at capmetro.org/progress.
Dr i v in g  p ro g re s s.

METRO-0431 PROGRESS_10x3_V1.indd   1 2/23/12   2:28 PM
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2012 Volvo S60 T5

 $299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2012 Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan, Alloy Pkg
Absolutely ZERO down!

$239mo 1

2012 Audi A4 2.0T CVT Sedan 

$389mo 3$389mo 3

Last 25 Remaining 
Saabs 
$15,000 o� MSRP4 

Includes Warranty

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a-� ect �  nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $239, �  nal pymt / residual = $12,515. Based on 10k mi. / yr 
with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,177. Stk# Z6846. Expires 4-30-2012.  2-Volvo - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers with approved credit thru US Bank, no security deposit required. Must take delivery by March 31, 
2012. S60 based on MSRP $32,175. First payment due at signing.  $3,293 + TT&L due at inception.  Residual value of $18,340.  Advertised o � ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, 
maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Exp 4/30/12.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o�  ered 
to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,200. $1,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + 1st mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,083 due at inception + TT&L. 
Purchase option at lease end for $18,100. 42 monthly payments of $389. Advertised o�  ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial 
liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a�  ect lease price. O�  ers expire 4-30-12.  4-Saab - Warranty provided through 
Warrantech/Repair Master. See dealer for complete details. Pictures for illustration only. Expires 4-30-12.



impactnews.com • April 2012 | NEWS | 11

News Updates In previous issues or online, we reported on the following stories.  
Here is an update on what has happened since then. 

TxDOT modifies Loop 360 plan

By Amy Denney
On March 28, at the first of four com-

munity meetings, the Texas Department of 
Transportation unveiled a modified plan to 
reduce traffic congestion along Capital of 
Texas Hwy., also known as Loop 360, from 
US 183 to Old Spicewood Springs Road. 
The most significant change from the 
original proposal would be allowing traffic 
to cross Loop 360 at Bluffstone Lane and 
Spicewood Springs Road.

TxDOT initially wanted to install a 
modified Michigan left turn at the inter-
section, as well as at several others, which 
would eliminate drivers’ ability to make 
a left turn or cross Loop 360 at Bluffstone 
Lane. Homeowners, businesses and local 
politicians protested the proposed changes, 
saying TxDOT should have asked for their 
opinion before making that plan. TxDOT 
staff said they had gone through 915 writ-
ten and oral comments since November, 
when the plan was first introduced.

Maps and animations of the three 
intersections can be viewed at www.txdot.
gov/project_information/projects/austin/
loop360.

By Sara Behunek
Construction of the Asian American 

Resource Center at 8401 Cameron 
Road in Northeast Austin began 
March 29 with a ground breaking 
ceremony. The center will cater to 
Austin’s growing Asian-American 
community, which now comprises  
6.3 percent of the total population.

Phase 1 will have a lobby, exhibition 
hall, an assembly hall for 500–600 
people, classrooms, offices, a kitchen 
and a meditation garden. Construc-
tion of the first phase is expected to be 
complete in March 2013. 

Phases 2 and 3—for which funding 
has not been identified—will have an 
entry plaza, a performance hall, a main 
street, library and an economic center.

By Amy Denney
Austin City Council requested at its 

April 5 meeting to be able to approve the 
design for a dog off-leash trail at Yett Creek 
Neighborhood Park before the city seeks a 
contractor to construct the trail.

On Feb. 28, the city’s Parks and Recre-
ation Department board approved creat-
ing an off-leash trail at the 40-acre park 

located at 12538 Riata Vista Circle, near 
the Angus Valley neighborhood. 

City staff met with residents in June and 
August of 2011 to discuss three possible 
design options. However, the Parks and 
Recreation Department does not have a 
final design for the off-leash trail to show 
City Council yet, said D’Anne Williams, 
trails coordinator with the city.

Construction update

By Sara Behunek
The City of Austin Planning Com-

mission, a board of seven citizens 
appointed by Austin City Council, has 
unanimously approved the Imagine 
Austin Comprehensive Plan, a docu-
ment that would guide the city’s growth 
for the next 30 years as the population 
is expected to double. A public hearing 
before City Council is scheduled for 
May 24.

Approval of the plan followed nearly 
70 revisions to definitions and targeted 
growth areas. Among those is a new 
passage aimed to clarify the relationship 
between existing neighborhood plans 
and the comprehensive plan.

In the early 1990s, as the city’s cur-
rent plan, Austin Tomorrow, began to 
lose relevance, City Council launched a 
neighborhood-planning program. These 
plans, created as a partnership among 
residents, area businesses and city staff, 
have been the primary source for land- 
use and aesthetic guidelines as well as an 
outline for desired zoning changes.

During the Imagine Austin drafting 
process, some residents expressed con-
cern over how the new comprehensive 
plan would coexist with the neighbor-
hood plans, which have been adopted for 
approximately half of the neighborhoods 

in the city.
Imagine Austin now states: “[The plan] 

recognizes and embraces all previous 
master and small area plans … The 
comprehensive plan is an ‘umbrella’ 
plan that serves as a guide on citywide, 
cross-department issues to achieve the 
vision statement. Imagine Austin is not a 
plan that supersedes previous plans, but 
acts as a chaperon to the future projected 
growth of Austin over the next 30 years 
… As the City of Austin develops new 
master and small area plans, Imagine 
Austin will serve as a guide to policy 
direction. In areas not covered by small 
area plans, Imagine Austin will serve as 
an instrument for developing plans and 
providing planning parameters.”

In another revision, the intersection of 
North Lamar Boulevard and Rundberg 
Lane was designated as a “neighbor-
hood center.” The comprehensive plan 
contains about 20 neighborhood centers, 
which are transit-accessible intersections 
with 5,000 to 10,000 residents and small 
and local businesses, such as hair salons, 
grocery stores and doctors.

The North Austin Civic Association 
and the North Lamar neighborhood 
planning teams supported the new 
designation, NACA member Gabriel 
Rojas said.

With revisions, planning commission OKs city growth plan

City Council requests to approve design for Yett Creek off-leash trail
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Size and shape of Rundberg Lane 
neighborhood center is approximate.

BABY FACE
D A Y  S P A

$10 OFF
FULL 

HIGHLIGHT
For new customers only 

Expires 5/27/12. Expires 5/27/12.

DevaCurl 
products

20% OFF

Precision cuts for Women, Men and Children
Hair Highlighting and Color Correction

Hair Extensions • Perms
Pedicures/Manicures • Facial/Massage and Waxing

Follow us on Facebook: 
 Baby Face Day Spa

13450 N Highway 183 • Ste. 108 • Austin, TX • 335-7770 • babyfaceaustin.com 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Get An Instant 
  Online Price 

Estimate!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com
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I’m still thirsty...
The drought that started in 2010 has greatly reduced the 
water level in the Colorado River, Austin’s water source.   
You can help protect our region’s water sources by 
following Stage 2 watering restrictions. If everyone in 
our area reduced their water use by 10%, we’d save more 
than 13 million gallons of water per day!

Learn more about water conservation and view the current 
watering schedule at WaterWiseAustin.org

WaterWiseAustin.org

Two Convenient Locations! 
Corner of Bee Cave Rd and Westbank Dr.

3801 Bee Cave Rd S, Ste 140
 Lake Creek Square Shopping Center

12129 FM 620 North, Ste. 103

FEDERAL
Workers!

Need hearing aids?
Miracle-Ear Hearing Aid Center

is NOW O�ering...
hearing aids at NO COST to 

federal workers and retirees!

That’s Right... No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!  No Adjustment Fee!

Blue Cross Blue Shield Federal Insurance pays total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear ME200 
series aids with a 2 year warranty! Most Federal Government employees and retirees 
are eligible. You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance 
coverage. Special factory pricing available for non-quali�ers.

Discover How Much Better Your World Can Sound…

Call Today 512-298-3655
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County approves tax rebate deal with Apple
At its April 17 meeting, the Travis 

County Commissioners Court 
approved tax rebates for Apple Inc. 
to expand its workforce in Austin.

The court voted 4-1 to approve 
a 15-year economic development 
agreement with the Cupertino, 
Calif.–based company. 

Commissioner Sarah Eckhardt 
opposed, stating that companies 
should not receive a tax subsidy for 
actions that are in their economic 
interest.

As part of the agreement, Apple 
will retain its current 3,100 employ-
ees and gradually create 3,635 new 
full-time jobs before the end of 
2025. Apple must pay these new 
employees $54,000–$73,500 annu-
ally for 10 years.

Contract jobs, which can com-
prise up to 25 percent of the new 
jobs, must meet benefits require-
ments. Apple will also invest  
$282.5 million in a 1 million-
square-foot Northwest Austin 
operations center in two phases. 

In exchange for meeting these 

and other requirements, the county 
will rebate portions of Apple’s tax 
responsibility. 

No taxes will be returned in any 
year that Apple does not meet its 
end of the deal.

Apple will receive a base rebate 
of 60 percent of its taxes back each 
year for the first 10 years and then 
40 percent in the last five years of 
the agreement. 

The agreement also states that 
Apple will participate in Lone Star 
Rail discussions regarding station 
locations and possible financing 
sources. 

Apple Inc. employs 3,100 people at its 
North Austin facility.
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  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council 

May 2, 22 and 24, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live 
on cable Channel 6 and webcast live 
at www.austintexas.gov/department/
channel-6

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.  

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org  
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.

CITY ANd COUNTY

County expands aid to domestic violence 
Williamson County Commissioners expanded 

a recently created domestic violence task force in 
an effort to respond to growing need for support 
services. The task force, founded in mid-2011, 
was previously composed of District Attorney 
John Bradley’s office, the county attorney’s 
office and law enforcement agencies with victim 
services. Now, nonprofit organizations may also 
participate.

“Our numbers are way up across the board,” 
said Patty Conner, chief executive officer of 
Hope Alliance, a nonprofit organization that 
services victims of violence and sexual assault.

Bradley said by bringing together represen-
tatives from law enforcement agencies and 
nonprofits, the task force hopes to identify gaps 
in service.

Austin Travis County

Williamson County Meetings

The Pickfair Recreation Center’s playground will 
also be improved in the near future.
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Austin Independent Business Alliance launches manifesto
On April 4, the Austin Independent 

Business Alliance launched its Local 
Business Manifesto aimed at address-
ing and providing solutions to obstacles 
facing local businesses.

AIBA Executive Director Rebecca 
Melançon made the announcement at 
locally owned book store Book People 
with City Council members Laura Mor-
rison and Bill Spelman present along 
with several local business owners.

“We are the voice of small local 
businesses here in Austin,”Melançon 
said. “It’s time for the city to realize 
small businesses are the backbone of 
our economy.”

Melançon said AIBA—a nonprofit 
advocacy group for local businesses—
formed a leadership circle in 2011 
composed of 10 local business owners 

tasked with writing the manifesto. She 
said the statement is the result of a year 
of research and includes three goals and 
several programs to achieve these goals.

Austin City Councilwoman Laura 
Morrison highlighted some of the ideas 
presented within the manifesto, includ-
ing the creation of a small-business 
ombudsman charged with helping 
guide local business initiatives through 
the city government process, establish-
ing a city government incentive pro-
gram for small businesses, and working 
to help provide health benefits for small 
businesses.

The Austin City Council passed a 
resolution April 5 directing the city 
manager to begin work on several of 
the suggested programs in AIBA’s Local 
Business Manifesto.

The Pickfair Recreation Center will 
undergo an up to $346,000 renovation, begin-
ning in May, that will bring the facility up to 
ADA standards.

Located in Northwest Austin at 10904 Pick-
fair Drive, the recreation center was built in 
1988 and once served as the fire station for the 
Travis County Municipal Utility District. 

The City of Austin purchased it in 1998, 
and it has recently been used as a polling 
center, said Reynaldo Hernandez, landscape 
architect with the city’s Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

“Not much has changed since the city pur-
chased the building. It still looks much like a 
fire station inside,” Hernandez said.

Upgrades to the center, expected to take up 
to four months, will include restroom renova-
tions, entryway improvements for wheelchair 
accessibility and a new patio. The playground 
will also get a new play structure.

Renovations will be funded through the 
Parks and Recreation Department’s capital 
improvement budget for fiscal year 2011–12.

Northwest Austin recreation 
center to get facelift; new 
playground, patio planned

Compiled by staff

Pickfair 
Community 
Center

Anderson Mill Rd.
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STAY SAFE. CALL BEFORE YOU DIG.

www.TexasGasService.com

If you have digging or excavation work to do, call 811 at least 48 hours in advance.

The depth of natural gas and other utility lines varies. By calling 811, utility crews can mark locations
of underground lines at no charge. The markings are done in paint and will eventually wash away.
Marking line locations can help prevent you or a contractor from accidentally damaging a natural gas line.

Always call before you dig. It’s smart, it’s safe and it’s the law.
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Austin City Council

2012 ELECTION COVERAGE
Most of the questions are based on the result of an online survey conducted by the North Austin  
Coalition of Neighborhoods. The coalition asked candidates to submit written answers to five ques-
tions prior to a forum held April 18. The printed answers here are taken from the written responses. 

Place 2 Q: What specific initiative or initiatives would you champion for our neighborhoods that 
would reduce opportunities for crime?

A: I think our first order of business should be beefing up our community policing efforts. By that, I 
believe that we should enhance how we systematically engage neighborhoods to solve issues specific 
to ... geographic areas of town. I think that begins with good dialogue. The Watch in a Box strategy that 
NACN has adopted looks to be on that track. I’d like to do more to see how APd can properly support 
the proactive approaches taken by neighborhoods. I do not think we necessarily need new approaches. 
Rather, I think we need to do a better job with what’s around and support what neighborhoods are already 
doing. I also think that those efforts need to be replicated across the city. That begins with education.*

Mike Martinez**
Age: 42
Occupation: City councilman
Years in Austin: 20-plus
www.mikemartinezforaustin.com

A: I have personally seen significant reductions in community crime when citizens, neighborhoods and 
APd partner together to patrol areas, educate and bring awareness of best known practices to prevent 
crime. Because of increased crime in our Allandale neighborhood, our neighborhood association 
reinvigorated and implemented a neighborhood watch program, and my husband and I participated in 
it. Our association purchased magnetic car signs, assigned designated areas to patrol in our vehicles, 
and we did this for various time periods, and we saw our incidences of theft and vandalism significantly 
reduced.*

Laura Pressley
Age: 49
Occupation: Chemist, business owner
Years in Austin: 23
www.pressleyforaustin.com

Place 6 Q: Briefly state what your top two priorities will be if you are elected.

A: Education: Many issues need to be addressed involving our young people, ranging from inadequate 
facilities to high-school dropout rates. If re-elected, I will work with the council to help implement better 
programs to improve our school system. 

Economic development: As our city continues to grow and develop, we need to make sure that our local 
and minority-owned businesses have the same opportunities.*

Sheryl Cole**
Age: 47
Occupation: City councilwoman
Years in Austin: 25
www.sherylforaustin.com.com

A: 10-1 district council system: I support 10-1 the system is so broken that our African-American and 
Latino communities must rely on gentlemen’s agreements and fight citywide just to have someone on the 
council. But unrepresented communities are not all ethnic ... Forty percent of Austin’s population lives 
south of the river … Not a single council member lives in South Austin or in North Austin. 

Building infrastructure: … Austin still loses 4 billion gallons of water every year solely due to century-old 
leaky water mains. Even simple infrastructure such as sidewalks is largely ignored.*

Shaun Ireland
Age: 28
Occupation: Entrepreneur
Years in Austin: 11 months
www.irelandforaustin.com

Mayor Q: What specific initiatives would you recommend or endorse to bring the infrastructure 
of our neighborhoods up to the high quality and standards expected by Austin citizens?

A: I would recommend projects that focus on neighborhood-driven infrastructure improvements. 
Throughout Austin, our citizens should have access to proper sidewalks, streetlights and storm drains. 
Because of massive corporate welfare incentives and wasteful city projects, we have been unable to fund 
these initiatives, and areas of North Austin like that between Lamar and I-35 remain without essential 
infrastructure such as storm drains and sidewalks. As mayor, I would meet personally with neighborhood 
associations to identify projects, which citizens would like to prioritize and work to provide funding in an 
efficient and responsible manner.*

Clay Defoe
Age: 26
Occupation: Tax preparation
Years in Austin: One
www.www.facebook.com/pages/clay-dafoe-for-
mayor/105797169546725

A: We have recently gone through the worst economic period in generations, and we felt the effects here 
in Austin through reduced services. I will continue to work to restore library hours, neighborhood pools, 
parks and other community spaces that Austinites rely on. I expect every part of Austin to have high-
quality infrastructure. Many of the bond projects from the 2006 and 2010 bond packages are starting to be 
realized, so I expect that our neighborhood roads, sidewalks and other infrastructure will improve.

Lee Leffingwell**
Age: 72
Occupation: Mayor of Austin
Years in Austin: 20-plus
www.leffingwellformayor.com

A: Unfortunately, the current mayor has made it his policy to give tax breaks and special incentives to 
his developer friends when our neighborhoods have crumbling infrastructure. So, to begin the process 
of bringing Austin up to the high standards we expect, I will implement new ethics guidelines that limit 
bundling of big campaign contributions by these special interests. Next, if a developer wants to profit from 
developing their land, they should pay most or all of the cost of extending infrastructure … I will move to 
amend Chapter 25-9 of the city code to reduce the city’s reimbursement of infrastructure extensions.*

Brigid Shea
Age: 57
Occupation: Environmental adviser
Years in Austin: 23
www.brigidsheaformayor.com

Compiled by Sara Behunek
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*Answer appended. Visit www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/northwest-austin for the complete answer. **Incumbant

Place 5 Q: Panhandling is a major problem in our neighborhoods. What solutions have worked in 
other cities, and what would you propose for Austin?

A: We need to educate folks from all sides of this equation, both the panhandler[s] and the residents. Many 
residents feel it is a charitable outreach to give money to panhandlers or feel “bad” if they do nothing. We 
need to encourage folks to not give directly but to give to those organizations that are established to serve 
this population. By removing the opportunity for panhandlers to receive direct contributions, we in effect 
move them from the corners to facilities, both private and public, that are better suited to handle their 
issues more effectively and longer term ... Neighborhoods can do their part by encouraging cleanliness, 
boarding up broken windows and reporting offenders.*

Tina Cannon
Age: 40
Occupation: Entrepreneur
Years in Austin: 19 
www.tinacannon.org

A: Who is it a problem for and how? I’m not going to tell someone they cannot hold a sign, or ask 
people for money. They have every right to, and people have every right to give them money if they 
choose. Clearly, the problem is with economic asymmetry. Trying to push “panhandlers” to a place where 
you don’t have to see them is not solving a problem, but merely relocating it.

John Duffy
Age: 30
Occupation: Activist
Years in Austin: Two
www.electduffyatx.com

A: I do not believe we can criminalize homelessness if for no other reason than we do not have the police, 
court or jail resources to do that except when very serious crimes are committed. So one way we can end 
panhandling, specifically on our public roadways, is to enforce existing traffic laws that would penalize 
drivers for giving money or goods to panhandlers on street corners. This must be accompanied by a public 
awareness campaign that stresses to residents that giving your dollar to the Caritas, Salvation Army, 
Mobile Loaves and Fishes and other entities is far more productive and useful than giving it to someone on 
the street—no matter what their condition.*

Dominic “Dom” Chavez 
Age: 36
Occupation: Government affairs
Years in Austin: 10
www.facebook.com/dom4Austin

Prudente declined to participate in the forum.R.A. “Bo” Prudente  
Age: 59
Occupation: Safety professional for Capital Metro
Years in Austin: 28

A: As one who has not owned a car since 2001, I spend a great deal of time walking and using buses. Of 
the 300,000 times I’ve been asked for money by “panhandlers” I have never really felt threatened. I do 
not consider this a major problem of high priority. If there is a greater problem I am not aware of, I will be 
willing to listen.

David Conley
Age: 35
Occupation: Art director
Years in Austin: 17
www.conleyforcitycouncil.com

A: I have lived in other major cities, which couldn’t get a handle on this problem in a definitive way. I must 
confess I don’t have a solution easily on hand. Our police must remain vigilant and consistently enforce 
the laws that are on the books. If the current laws aren’t working, then they need to be strengthened or 
changed. This ongoing issue is yet another indication that the status quo isn’t working.

John Rubine
Age: 41
Occupation: Hospitality professional
Years in Austin: 10
www.johnrubineaustin.org

A: ... For best results, we may need to think outside the box. Some cities … have created voucher programs 
for food and clothing, so that people can give to panhandlers with the assurance that the money will not be 
used for drugs or alcohol. This program deserves a fair hearing in Austin. A simpler program was adopted 
in Nashville and Memphis: Special parking meters that accept contributions to homeless charities—but not 
to panhandlers. I also want to plug my own favorite proposal: Putting the most industrious homeless folks 
to work sweeping streets or painting out graffiti on conspicuous and well-traveled city blocks; nearby we 
set down a bucket and a sign reading “Formerly homeless person hard at work; donations accepted.” If we 
give them a chance, I think the hardworking homeless will run the panhandlers out of business.*

Bill Spelman**
Age: 54
Occupation: City councilman, professor
Years in Austin: 23
www.billspelman.org

Karavel Shoes
(Central Austin)

5525 Burnet Road
Austin, TX 78756
512-459-7603

karavelshoes.com

New Balance
Round Rock

201 University Oaks
Blvd. #790

Round Rock, TX 78665
512-610-3990

**No purchase required.

Happy 75th
Anniversary,

Karavel Shoes!
We’re celebrating our 75th with

savings and amazing giveaways
from 3/15-5/28. Save $7.50 on

every $100 spent. Plus, enter for 
giveaways. Like us on Facebook

or �ll out an entry form
in any of our 4 stores. WIN!

Gift Cards!
And more!

* Ecco & Naot not included.

*

**

Now
Open!

Now
Open!

Karavel Shoes
(South Austin)

Southpark Meadows
Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-150

Austin, TX 78748
512-615-9000

New Balance
South Austin

Southpark Meadows
Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-100

Austin, TX 78748
512-615-4600

SAVE!
in all 4 of

our stores!

FourAMAZINGstores!

WIN!
Trips! Shoes!

Shopping
spree!

UNBEATABLEservice &selection!

Hot Air, Cold Air.  Call us... We're there!HHH

(512) 257-COLD ( 2 6 5 3 )

6448 HWY 290 East, B108 • www.bishopsac.com

• Residential Services •
• Commercial Services •
• Restaurant Services •

Accurate Service. 
A� ordable Rates.

FREE SPRING 
INSPECTION 
Receive a 15 point inspection on your A/C 
with this ad. O� er good through May 31,2012.
Travel time, tax and $25 dispatch fee not included. Each additional unit 
$69.99. With purchase of bi-annual maintenance agreement (spring 
inspection and fall inspection), the normal $90 fee per service call is 
waived for the duration of the contract.
For more information or to schedule an appointment, 
call 512-257-2653 or 512-288-7525
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Jester 
Village Dental
& Orthodontics

Complimentary orthodontic 
consultation and initial exam
Must present coupon. Expires 5/25/12

Now offering Saturday appointments 
for orthodontic patients, call today!

$79 New Patient Special
Includes exam and initial x-rays
Must present coupon. Expires 5/25/12
*May require additional x-rays, which 
will cost extra and will be discussed with 
patient at time of visit

6507 Jester Blvd., Ste. 303, 
Austin, TX 78750

418-9150

Serving the Northwest Austin, 
Lakeway, Four Points, Westlake 
and Cedar Park areas for more 
than 10 years
General Family Dental Services
Cosmetic Improvements
Invisalign and Traditional Braces
Close proximity to Vandegrift High 
School and Four Points Middle School

2222

360

Jester Blvd.

www.JesterVillageDental.com

Because a great smile says everything!

www.waterlooswimschool.com    512-921-9893

Benefits of Waterloo Swim School:
Trained swim instructors
Low ratio of 4 swimmers per instructor
Pool Safety & respect is taught alongside 
swimming techniques
Fun encouraging environment
Waterloo Babies, Learn to Swim, Stroke 
Technique, Kid and Adult Fitness Classes

50%
the Annual 

Registration Fee if 
signed up and paid by 

May 31st, 2012.
Must mention this ad.

SWIM LESSONS ARE FOR A LIFETIME!

Heart disease is the No. 1 killer 
of women in the United States, 
and its symptoms are sometimes 
unexpected—jaw pain, cold 
sweats and nausea, to name a 
few. The Seton Heart Institute 
Women’s Heart Program is 
dedicated to helping women 
identify their risk factors for heart 
disease and providing care that is 
tailored to their unique needs.  

To schedule an appointment, 
please call (512) 345-8888 or visit 
SetonHeart.com/women.

Because a woman’s 
heart speaks its 
own language.

Mary J. Borses, MD  •  Fotini M. Chalkias, MD 
Caitlin M. Giesler, MD  •  Charlie Simpson, ACNP



impactnews.com • April 2012 | NEWS | 17

R
en

d
er

in
g 

co
ur

te
sy

 C
en

tr
al

 T
ex

as
 R

eg
io

na
l M

o
b

ili
ty

 A
ut

ho
ri

ty

Department of Transportation is making 
available for shovel-ready projects in Cen-
tral Texas. The board of the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, com-
posed of elected officials in the five-county 
Central Texas region, is charged with dis-
tributing that money. 

For an example of a policy conflict, Wald 
points to CAMPO’s 2035 Regional Trans-
portation Plan, the group’s guiding policy 
document, which says that when some 
roadways undergo reconstruction, includ-
ing widening, resources should be allocated 
to bicycle and pedestrian enhancements 
as long as those costs are not more than  
20 percent of total construction costs. 

Wald said that if the Mobility Authority 
extended the path to run from Parmer Lane 
to RM 2222 without interruption, the addi-
tion would cost about $23 million, accord-
ing to an estimate by HNTB Corp., the 
Mobility Authority’s outside engineer. Even 
so, an addition of that magnitude would 
still only bring the portion of total costs 
spent on bicycle and pedestrian facilities to  
11 percent, up from about 2 percent now.

Austin City Councilman Chris Riley, a 
longtime advocate of making the region 
more bicycle friendly, is among the 
CAMPO board members who are encour-
aging consideration of the path’s extension.

“Seems to me that if we are to step in to 
provide the financing for the project, we 
can see what we can get in exchange for 
that. In particular, it seems that there may 
be opportunities to bring the project more 
closely into alignment with CAMPO policy 
and guidelines,” Riley said.

For providing the loan, CAMPO could 
reap up to $70 million in interest over  
22 years, according to the Mobility Author-
ity. That money, in addition to the loan 
repayment, would be reinvested into other 
transportation improvement projects in 
the region, such as I-35. 

Repayment, beginning with an estimated 
$11 million principle installment, would 
begin in 2021, five years after the managed 
lanes are scheduled to open. At a 3 per-
cent to 3.5 percent interest rate, the Mobil-
ity Authority would make $8.3 million in 

Tom Wald, executive director of the League of Bicycling Voters, is pushing for the Mobility Authority to 
extend a proposed bike and pedestrian path that would run alongside the northern portion of MoPac. 
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payments annually until 2043. 
By going through CAMPO, the Mobil-

ity Authority could save about $50 million 
that it would otherwise have to put toward  
interest payments if the project is financed 
through a combination of municipal bonds 
and a loan from the Federal Highway 
Administration, one funding scenario if the 
loan from CAMPO falls through.

All in the timing
Further complicating matters is that 

adding the design for the path extension in 
project plans is a race against time. 

The funds must be committed before 
Sept. 29 or CAMPO risks losing the money, 
a restrictive timeline given the amount of 
public input that needs to be gathered in 
accordance with CAMPO policy.

But if the MoPac plan undergoes major 
changes, such as a path extension, the proj-
ect could be set back, said Mario Espinoza, 
deputy director for the Mobility Author-
ity. If that happens, CAMPO would be left 
without a local project that meets TxDOT’s 
guidelines for this round of funding.

“We are not trying to delay the project,” 
Wald said of the league’s intentions. “We’re 
trying to improve mobility and that’s not 
just about moving cars.”

If all else fails, CAMPO could send the 
money to another metropolitan planning 
organization in a different part of the state 
under the requirement that the money 
would be paid back. 

Cynthia Long, Williamson County com-
missioner and CAMPO board member, 
made it clear at an April CAMPO meeting 
what she thought about that option. 

“I’m not a gambling person, but if I were, 
that’d be real low odds of it coming back in 
our lifetime,” she said.

CAMPO will host three public meet-
ings about the project and proposed 
loan. The meeting in Austin is tentatively 
scheduled for May 16 at 5:30 p.m. at  
O. Henry Middle School, 2610 W. 10th St.  
Comments may be made online beginning 
May 7 at www.campotexas.org. 

For more information on the 
MoPac Improvement Project, visit  
www.mopacexpress.com.

MoPac
Continued from | 1

Comment at impactnews.com

A 12-minute commute on MoPac from Parmer 
Lane to East Cesar Chavez Street during rush 
hour may seem like a pipe dream, but that is 
what Mike Heiligenstein, executive director of the 
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority, says will 
be possible once the agency installs a so-called 
express lane in each direction. 

For the speed and convenience, however, drivers 
going solo may pay up to $4 per trip to travel the 
11 miles at peak hours—a top-dollar rate that has 
given managed, or express, lanes the undesirable 
moniker, “the Lexus Lane.” 

“Here, we like to call it the day care lane because 
if you’re running late to pick up your kids, it’s the 
perfect lane to get there in time to save a $35 

fee,” Heiligenstein said. 

The Mobility Authority will monitor use of the 
lane, and the toll rate will fluctuate by the minute 
depending on demand. Electronic signs at the en-
trances and at the single exit/entrance at Far West 
Boulevard would alert drivers of the going price.

At night, the rate may drop to as low as 25 cents, 
Heiligenstein said. Buses and registered vanpools 
would not pay a toll.

Construction of the express lanes is expected to 
take about two years, and until a contractor is 
selected, details of the construction, such as if 
it would take place at night or if it would involve 
detours, remain unknown. 

Proposed  
concrete barrier

Highland Park West / 
Balcones Area

Proposed express 
lane (northbound)

Proposed express lanes

Proposed buffer

Proposed  
sound wall
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For everything you do,  
we salute you

Potential savings of “$400 or more” is based on estimated savings on combined fee waivers and rate reduction for special offers. Please consult a banker for details on savings and duration for 
individual product and services offers. Please also refer to the Business Account fee and Information Schedule for details on monthly service fee waivers and other discounts. Offers may be modified  
or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Savings noted above based on standard fees applicable to selected business solutions. Terms and conditions of accounts, products, 
programs, and services are subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. 
© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (714210_04762) 

wellsfargo.com/appreciation

We applaud the efforts of small business 
owners everywhere. We are ready to help with 
Appreciation Offers on banking services you 
need to run your business. 

Ask us about our Appreciation Offers by 
calling 1‑877‑436‑4170 or contact your local 
banker today.

Twelve convenient locations 
in the Northwest Austin area

Save  
over $400
on Appreciation Offers  
for small businesses

714210_04762

 10x6.04

 4c
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7.2 percent as of February, the most recent 
data available, remains lower than most 
states in the nation. California, for example, 
has an 11.4 percent unemployment rate and 
New York has 9.2 percent. Austin’s unem-
ployment rate in February was 6.1 percent. 

One of the “national guys” that has 
expanded in Austin is The Advisory Board 
Company, a Washington, D.C.–based health 
care business consultancy. The company 
acquired local health care software firm 
Crimson and its 800-square-foot office in 
Northwest Austin about four years ago. Last 
fall, the company relocated to a larger space 
at Riata Corporate Park.

“We needed to find ourselves new space 
to accommodate our growth and to grow 
into,” Crimson CEO Paul Roscoe said.

The new office has 48,000 square feet with 
the option to expand to nearly 93,000 square 
feet. Roscoe said that in Austin, the company 
would be adding 100 new positions this year 
to strengthen its software development, user 
experience and product management. 

“We looked at our existing employees 
and where they lived, and the larger office 
space is in Northwest Austin,” he said. “For 
our initial growth and in the long term, we 
wanted to be in one building.”

In another instance, Emulex Corp., a Cal-
ifornia-based communications manufac-
turing company that develops 10-gigabyte 
Ethernet, a high-speed connection between 
servers and storage centers, had outgrown 
two offices it maintained in Austin. The 
company chose to consolidate its workforce 
in September into a larger Northwest Austin 
office at 8303 N. MoPac, giving it the ability 
to increase its Austin presence.

Emulex CEO Jeff Benck said the larger 
office would allow the company to grow to 
60 employees, up from about 40.

Commercial vacancies
Movement and expansion in the com-

mercial real estate sector in the Northwest 
Austin area is easier because of the area’s 
historically higher-than-average vacancy 
rates, said Nathan Smith, principal at real 
estate firm Austin Tenant Advisors. Many 
buildings constructed in 2007–08, primarily 

in the US 183, RM 620 and 
Toll 45 corridors, still have 
10,000–20,000 square feet 
of leasable space. 

According to market data 
from commercial real estate 
firm Oxford Commercial, 
the commercial vacancy 
rate for the Far Northwest 
Austin area—bounded by 
Capital of Texas Hwy., Bur-
net Road, the Round Rock 
city limits and Lake Austin 
Boulevard—peaked in 2009 
at 26.9 percent and declined 
to 20.3 percent at the end of 
2011. The Northwest region 
bounded by Capital of Texas 
Hwy., 35th Street, Burnet 
and Lake Austin topped off 
at 17.3 percent in 2010 and 
dropped to 16.7 percent at 
the end of 2011. 

“There’s plenty of room 
for small companies to 
grow,” Smith said.

Movement in retail
Retail is often the last 

market to bounce back after 
down economies, Brod-
head said, but the sector is 
expanding in Austin. 

Frank Fleming opened his second busi-
ness, Hot Tub Jacuzzi Store of Austin, in 
March in the Horizon Center at US 183 
and Anderson Mill Road. Also in March, 
Make It Sweet, a locally owned retail shop 
that sells baking supplies, moved to the 
Crossroads Shopping Center at Burnet 
Road and US 183 to more than double the 
store’s space.

A need to double space also had Christa 
Graham, founder of Nifty Thrift, a nonprofit 
thrift store, searching for a new storefront 
earlier this year that could accommodate an 
influx of donations.

In January, Graham moved from a 
cramped location on McNeil Drive to 3,000 
square feet at 12636 Research Blvd. She 
said the new store offers more visibility for 
donors and customers and will allow her 
to expand the service side of her business. 
Nifty Thrift donates a portion of its revenue 

to families in need.
“There’s a lot more we want to do. We 

want to work more with other organiza-
tions,” Graham said, adding that she would 
also like to create 
more jobs.

Brodhead said 
in the mid-2000s, 
many locally owned 
businesses, notably 
local and regional 
restaurants, were 
unable to open sec-
ond locations because rental rates were too 
high. That has changed. Community Impact 
Newspaper found 29 food-related businesses 
expanding their physical space or add-
ing new locations between April 2011 and 
March 2012. 

“These guys have been able to flourish 
and have been able to take advantage of a 

strong market,” Brodhead said.
Brodhead said local restaurant chains, 

such as Torchy’s Tacos, have also taken 
advantage of an improving market to branch 

out by adding a loca-
tion on RM 620 at 
Anderson Mill Road 
in 2011. College 
Station–based Blue 
Baker is bringing 
its bakery concept 
to the Austin mar-
ket for the first time 

in April in the Arboretum. Houston-based 
Lupe Tortilla is expanding into Austin with 
a location at Arbor Walk.

“We’re hoping to see more local guys 
expanding, more concepts coming in that 
didn’t expand before,” Brodhead said.
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Northwest Austin business expansions and relocations
Number ranges represent new leases, relocations or 
businesses that expanded their stores or added sub-
sequent locations from April 2011 through March 2012. 
These occurred all across Northwest Austin, but the 
map indicates the pockets with the most activity.

“We looked at our existing em-
ployees and where they lived, 
and the larger office space is in 
Northwest Austin. For our initial 
growth and in the long term, we 
wanted to be in one building.”

—Paul Roscoe 
Crimson CEO

Lakeline Mall

The Domain

Arboretum

Arbor Walk

Number ranges for business 
expansions and relocations 
are approximate figures 
based on Community Impact 
Newspaper data and are not 
inclusive.
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1  Anderson Mill Park 
Lake Creek Parkway and Schoolhouse Road 
3 acres 
Pavilion, picnic tables, pool, tennis, 0.2-mile trail

2  Balcones District Park 
12017 Amherst Drive 
51 acres 
Barbecue pits, basketball, horseshoe pits, picnic 
tables, pool, playscape, tennis, 1.3 miles of trails, 
volleyball

3  Cook School Park 
1505 Cripple Creek Drive 
4 acres 
Basketball, picnic, playscape, trails

4  Gracywoods Neighborhood Park  
12133 Metric Blvd. 
22 acres 
Barbecue pits, gazebo, picnic tables, playscape, 
trails, volleyball 

Tip: The park does not have a designated park-
ing lot. Access to the park is at Bittern Hollow 
and Snow Goose Road.

5  Great Hills Neighborhood Park    
10801 Sierra Oaks Drive 
84 acres 
Pavilions, picnic tables, playscape, 1.2-mile trail 

Tip: Sierra Oaks Drive is just one of several 
entrances to the park. Other access points 
include Sierra Nevada and Floral Park Drive.

6  Harper Park   
Lake Creek Parkway and Deerbrook Trail 
11 acres 
Baseball/softball, pavilion, picnic tables,  
playscape, 1-mile trail, volleyball

7  Hill School Park   
8405 Tallwood Drive 
5 acres 
Basketball, fitness station, picnic tables,  
playscape, volleyball 

Tip: From 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m., the park serves 
as the Hill Elementary School playground so visi-
tors must report to the office. The park is open to 
the public 5:30–10 p.m.

8  Mountain View Neighborhood Park 
9000 Middlebie Drive 
8 acres 
Barbecue pits, basketball, multipurpose field, 
pavilion, picnic tables, playscape, restrooms, 
tennis 

Tip: A parking lot is located off Westerkirk Drive. 
The field has a backstop for baseball/softball but 
could also be used for soccer.

9  North Park 
Lake Creek and Split Rail parkways 
11 acres 
Barbecue pits, baseball/softball, pavilion, picnic 
tables, playscape, soccer, 1-mile trail, volleyball 

Tip: There are several access points from Split 
Rail, indicated by signs.

10  Northwest Balcones Neighborhood Park 
10225 Talleyran Drive 
7 acres 
Barbecue pits, basketball, pavilion, picnic tables, 
playscape, restrooms, 0.2-mile trail

11  Quail Creek Neighborhood Park   
1101 Mearns Meadow Boulevard 
16 acres 
Barbecue pits, picnic tables, playscape, 1 mile  
of trails, volleyball

12  Schroeter Park 
11701 Big Trail 
12 acres 
Barbecue pits, basketball, pavilion, picnic tables, 
playscape, 1-mile trail

13  Scofield Farms Neighborhood Park 
12901 Scofield Farms Drive 
25 acres 
Picnic tables, trails 

14  Springwoods Park   
9117 Anderson Mill Road 
12 acres 
Baseball/softball, tennis, picnic tables, play-
scape, soccer, 0.8 miles of trails, volleyball 

15  Tanglewood Park 
11409 Rustic Rock Drive 
14 acres 
Barbecue pits, basketball, pavilion, picnic tables, 
playscape, 0.4-mile trail, volleyball

16  Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park   
12138 N. Lamar Blvd. 
291 acres 
Baseball/softball, barbecue pits, basketball, 
BMX, playscape, dog off-leash area, picnic 
tables, pavilion, pool, restrooms, 15.5 miles  
of trails, volleyball 

Tip: The 15.5 miles of trails are popular among 
cyclists and people with dogs.

17  Woolridge School Park 
1410 Norseman Terrace 
9 acres 
Basketball, picnic tables, playscape, tennis

This is a sample of the parks in Northwest Austin. 
This list is not comprehensive.
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Darryl B. Thomas, MD
7200 North MoPac Expressway

Suite #307
Austin, TX 78731

512-346-4933  |  www.carolynhydemd.com

Darryl B. Thomas, MD, Orthopaedic Surgeon, Fellowship-trained Sports 
Medicine Specialist, has recently left Scott & White Healthcare - Round Rock 
to join the private orthopaedic practice of Carolyn M. Hyde, MD, PA, effective 
March 1st, 2012. 

Serving as a college and high school team physician, Dr. Thomas specializes in 
the care of athletic injuries at any age including knee cartilage 
restoration, meniscus repair & transplantation, ligament 
reconstruction, shoulder stabilization, and all-arthroscopic 
rotator cuff repair.  He also performs joint-sparing surgery of 
the knee and shoulder including re-alignment osteotomies, 
limited, partial, and total joint replacements.  

He accepts all major insurance plans including Medicare and 
Tricare.
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Compiled by Amy Denney and Sara Behunek

Eric S., Early College Start, 
UT Education major

Learn more about the 
Early College Start program. 

austincc.edu/ecs

Starting early put 
me closer to my 
dream—teaching 
fi fth grade.

Starting early put 

fi fth grade.

Austin Community College

Community Impact

4.9167x2.94, CMYK

Runs April 2012



Lake Creek Pkwy.El Salido Pkwy.

Spicewood Pkwy.

Sans 
Souci Pl. Sierra 

Tahoe

Sierra 
Oaks Dr.

Riata Trace Pkwy.

Tallwood Dr.

Mes
a D

r.

La
ke

w
oo

d 
Dr

.

 M
earns M

eadow 

Blvd.

Am
he

rs
t D

r.

183

183

45
TOLL

1325

MoPac

MoPac

620

360

35

35

Map not to scale

Anderson Mill Rd.

Pecan Creek 
Pkwy.

Pickfair Dr.

Talleyran Dr.

Scotland Well Dr.

Middlebie Dr.
Rustic Rock Dr.

Adirondack 
Trail Dr.

Pond Springs Rd.

McNeil Dr.

M
cN

eil
 D

r.

Howard Ln.

Well
s B

ran
ch

 Pk
wy.

Howard Ln.

Jollyville Rd.

Parmer Ln.

Riata Vista 
Circle

Great Hills 
Trail

Rain Creek 
Pkwy.

Duval Rd.

Braker Ln.
Cripple  

Creek Dr.

Scofield
Farms Dr.

Bu
rn

et
 R

d.

N.
 L

am
ar

 B
lvd

.

Dess
au 

Rd.

M
et

ric
 B

lvd
.

Cap
ito

l o
f T

ex
as

 Hwy.

Rundberg Ln.

Anderson Ln.

Spicewood Springs Rd.

Far West Blvd.

Spicewood 

Springs Rd.

Spicewood Springs Rd.

Lake Austi
n

Cat Creek Tr.

Ladera 
Norte

Dale Dr.

Bu
rr

el
l D

r.

Pa
rk

fie
ld

 D
r.

Payton Gin Rd.

Norseman Terrace

Little Elm Park

Collinfield Dr.

Bi
g 

Tr
ai

l 

916

8

10

5

12

2
13

7
3

17

4

16

15

14

2222

11

“We bring the kids here after school and let 
them loose, and the moms can sit and talk.” 

— Christine Hollingsworth, with daughter 
Emily, who loves to “play”

Tanglewood Park

“I like that you get to walk around and then 
you get to hang out with friends after.”

— Anna Morena

North Park

“My dog, Kasey, loves to come here to play 
in the water, and it’s close to our home.” 

— Nick Raissis, with Kasey

Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park

“It’s close to our house and our church. 
Sometimes, we can have picnics after 
service.” 

— Jennifer

Gracywoods Neighborhood Park
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Dr. Daphne D. Savedra, D.C.
Chiropractor

MEET THE 
NEW DOCTOR 

IN AUSTIN

FREE 

YOU MAY HAVE ONE OF 
THESE 12 DANGER SIGNALS 
OF PINCHED NERVES!
1. Headaches 
2. Neck Pain
3. Shoulder Pain
4. Arthritis
5. Dizziness
6. Carpal Tunnel
7. Back Pain
8. Sciatica
9. Leg Pain 
10. Numb Hands
11. Bursitis
12. Muscle Spasms

FIND OUT NOW if chiropractic care 
can help. This FREE examination 
will include a spinal alignment 
check, an examination for 
restricted motion in the spine 
and an examination for muscle 
spasms and swelling, as well as 
a consultation with the doctor to 
discuss the results.

*Due to Federal Regulations, this does 
not apply to Medicare/Medicaid.

Dr. Daphne Savedra is a con-
tributing author to the book, 
“Neck Pain, Neck Pain... Why 
Your Neck Hurts and What 
You Can Do About It.” 

© FC 2009

(NO OBLIGATION - NOTHING TO PAY!)

Spinal Screening 
Examination!*

12129 FM 620 North, Suite 430 | Austin, TX
www.careplus-chiropractic.com

CALL TODAY: 

512.250.0025

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. One (1) flat screen TV will be awarded to Prospect who attends 
David Weekley Homes’ Open House in the Estates at Barr II on May 5, 2012, and enters the drawing. Winner must be 
present to win. Value of flat screen TV not to exceed $800. Cash will not be given in lieu of TV. David Weekley Homes 
reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, ma-
terials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s 
depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2012 David Weekley Homes – All Rights 
Reserved. Austin, TX (AUSA45303)

Come Celebrate

Saturday, May 5, 2012
11:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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David Weekley Homes 
in The Estates at Barr II

From the $430s
512-426-0512

6130 Sierra Leon
Austin, TX 78759

Come May 5th and kick off the Fiesta Season with 
David Weekley’s Open House Event in The Estates at Barr II!

The Estates at Barr II features:
•	Plans	ranging	from	2,800-3,500	sq.	ft.
•	Estate-sized,	wooded	homesites
•	A	central	location	with	easy	access	to	
 HWY 183 and Mopac

EnTEr for a chancE To wIn a flaT scrEEn TV!

impactnews.com
Check out the all-new

   Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

   Learn about upcoming events with the community 
calendar.

   Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

   Plus, it’s never been easier to stay connected and 
share the news with your social network.
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Fast Forward
A skate shop takes a second run

BUSINESS

By Sara Behunek

Jeff Veale’s first job in retail was 
at a surf shop on the coast of 

Texas. Now, he co-owns  
Fast Forward. 

Fast Forward 
9901 N. Capital of Texas Hwy., Ste. 150 
340-0225 • www.fastforward.com
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. noon–9 p.m.

For Jeff Veale and the two other co-owners 
of skate shop Fast Forward, which opened 
in August at the Gateway Shopping Center 

on Capital of Texas Hwy., the notion of second 
chances is a familiar one.

Gerry Anderson and Brandon Batton, two 
skateboard enthusiasts, opened the first Fast 
Forward in 1984 in Irving, Texas. Within about 
20 years, the company had grown to 22 stores 
around Texas and had caught the eye of Zumiez, 
a well-known skate and snowboard national 
apparel chain. 

In 2006, Batton and Anderson sold the shop 
to Zumiez, but after the three-year noncompete 
clause of the contract was up, the duo recruited 
Veale, who served as a store manager for them for 
five years starting in 2001, bought the name Fast 
Forward back from Zumiez and reopened Fast 
Forward in San Antonio. 

“When Zumiez bought it, it changed from what 
we were. They have a big footprint in Texas, so 

we had to be sure this is what we wanted to do 
because we can’t compete with Goliath. We’re just 
a couple of guys,” Veale said.

The Austin store took over part of what used to 
be Reed’s Jazz & Supper Club, a two-story jazz bar 
and restaurant. 

“The renovation was quite large, but the space 
turned out really good,” Veale said.

Well lit and spacious, Fast Forward is able to 
carry a variety of carefully selected merchandise: 
men’s and women’s apparel and shoes, swimsuits, 
sunglasses children’s clothes—even Tiny Toms, 
the children’s version of Toms, the canvas slip-on 
shoes for adults.  

And skateboards. Lots of skateboards, plus 
some long boards and faddish ’70s-style boards 
made of plastic. 

“Apparel and footwear are what pays the bills 
so we can have all this cool stuff,” Veale said as he 
looked at the store’s skateboard-lined back wall 
with a childlike grin.

Community involvement
Fast Forward contributes to the community through its youth skate 
team, composed of local skateboarders. 

“We pay their entries into contests, we give them product, we try to 
get them hooked up with shoe companies and apparel companies to 

try to get clothes on their backs and shoes on their feet,” co-owner 
Jeff Veale said. “ We just want to grow the sport.”

Veale also has skate pros come into the store for autograph signings 
and skate demonstrations at nearby skateparks, such as House Park 
in downtown Austin or Brushy Creek Park in Cedar Park. To learn 
about upcoming events, visit www.fastforward.com/events.

 Fast Forward carries clothing for men, women, 
boys, girls and even some items for infants.

 Skateboard decks line an entire wall.

183
MoPac

360

Jo
llyville 

R
d

.

Stonelake 
Blvd.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

S
ar

a 
B

eh
un

ek

My Health.  My Doctor.  My ADC.My Health.  My Doctor.  My ADC.

You don’t feel well and you want to feel 
better - fast. You can receive same-day, 
after-hours care from the providers at 
The Austin Diagnostic Clinic 7 days a 
week in north Austin.  New patients and 
most insurance plans accepted. Call us at  
512-901-4031 to make an appointment 
or walk-in.   

EasyCare for Teens & Adults 
 8 years and older 
 8am-8pm Monday-Friday 
 9am-5pm Sat-Sun 
EasyCare for babies and children: 
 2 months-18 years 
 3pm-8pm Monday-Friday 
 9am-5pm Sat-Sun 

The Austin Diagnostic Clinic EasyCare
2400 Cedar Bend Dr.
512-901-4031    ADClinic.com/EasyCare
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Sweet Creations
Cake shop namesake makes ideas take sugary shape

Before managing cake shop Sweet 
Creations, Dulce Silva practiced 
crafting elaborate birthday cakes, 

including a princess’s castle and Thomas 
the Tank Engine, for her children.

Once she began making cakes for 
other family members, she decided to 
enroll in cake-decorating classes at Make 
It Sweet, formerly All in One Bake Shop, 
where she learned how to use fondant, 
a sugar-based paste that can be molded 
and used in decorating cakes.

“I started taking classes and decided to 
focus on this kind of business,” she said. 
“I really enjoy it.”

Silva’s uncle, Osvaldo, opened Sweet 
Creations in June as an avenue for his 
niece’s creativity. Silva, whose first name 
means “sweet” in Spanish and is the 
inspiration behind the business’s name, 
said that so far, she has not had a cus-
tomer come in with a design she could 
not undertake. Silva said she has even 
managed to re-create the boot-shaped 
nation of Italy in cake form.

“They can bring in a picture, and I can 
pretty much do whatever they ask,” she 
said.

Her creativity has produced a variety 
of cake designs, from Elmo of “Sesame 
Street” to a skull and crossbones girl’s 
birthday cake. For the more elaborate 
cakes, Silva sometimes puts in long 
hours. Her son’s Thomas the Tank 
Engine cake took all night to bake and 
decorate, she said. 

The family ties at Sweet Creations 

extend to the kitchen, where Silva’s 
older sister, Yadira, assists with bak-
ing and some of the decorating. One 
recipe for tres leches cake—Spanish for 
“three milk” cake, a spongecake soaked 
in evaporated and condensed milk and 
cream—was passed down from Silva’s 
grandmother. Silva makes it in three fla-
vors: chocolate, strawberry and vanilla.

“It’s not too sweet, just how most 
people like it,” she said.

That cake, as well as Silva’s cheese-
cakes and chocolate flan, are served at 
Jardin Corona, a Mexican restaurant 
where Silva’s husband works that is 
located in the same shopping center as 
Sweet Creations.

Silva, who grew up in Mexico near the 
town of Monterrey, has used her heritage 
for creating a niche in the market for 
making cakes for quinceañeras, the Latin 
American version of a Sweet 16 birthday 
celebration for a girl’s 15th birthday. Par-
ents often ask for multitiered cakes.

“Sometimes they get pretty big, like a 
15-inch tier,” she said.

Silva said she hopes to build off this 
niche and introduce her business to 
more Austin residents. Since the City of 
Austin widened Pond Springs Road and 
added sidewalks in 2011, Silva said traffic 
has picked up along the road, which she 
hopes will translate into more foot traffic 
for businesses like Sweet Creations and 
Jardin Corona.

“We’re just working on getting a little 
more business,” she said.

By Amy Denney

Cupcakes come in many flavors, including German 
chocolate (top right), red velvet, cherry, chocolate, 
vanilla and swirl. Mini cupcakes are 60 cents and 
regular-sized are $1.50. For holidays, Silva offers 
themed cupcakes and cookies. 

Dulce Silva, whose first name means “sweet,” is the woman behind Sweet Creations’ custom cakes.

Sweet treats
Besides whipping up custom cakes, 
manager dulce Silva makes cupcakes, 
cookies, cinnamon rolls and eclairs that 
customers can stop in and purchase. One 
big draw is the shop’s funnel cake ($3.95), 
which is one of Silva’s favorite treats.

“People find out we sell it here, and they get 
really excited,” Silva said.

Funnel cake can come dusted with 
powdered sugar or topped with ice cream 
or strawberries.

Other treats available at Sweet Creations 
include Blue Bell Ice Cream ($2.25–$3.50) 
and nondairy smoothies in flavors such 
as strawberry, banana, guava and mango 
($2.95–$3.95).

Sweet Creations
13233 Pond Springs Road, Ste. 307
614-1447
www.sweetcreationstexas.com,
www.facebook.com/sweetcreationscakesaustin
Tue.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sat.–Sun. 9 a.m.–2 p.m.; Closed Mon.
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 Silva decorated a custom cake based on a napkin. 

 Fondant, a sugar-based paste that can be molded, is 
frequently used to decorate cakes at Sweet Creations.
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We’ve moved to better serve you.

GIFTS | SURPRISES | FOOD

GRAND OPENING 
SATURDAY 
MAY 5TH!

4001 North Lamar Blvd. | Suite 550 | Austin, TX (located between Paper Place and Origins) | 512-454-9079 | www.clarksvillepottery.com | www.ringsunique.com

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 11:00am to 6:00pm
Sun: 1:00pm to 4:00pm



impactnews.com • April 2012 | FEATURES | 25

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Superintendent forum
Local educators discuss testing, school finance 
By Joe Olivieri 

Community Impact Newspaper hosted seven Central Texas public school superin-
tendents in early April. A full transcript of the interview can be found at  
www.impactnews.com.

The discussion was focused on the new State of Texas Assessment of Academic 
Readiness (STAAR) tests, budget issues and lawsuits against the state government 
regarding school funding. The superintendents were: Meria Carstarphen, Austin; 
Bret Champion, Leander; Jesús Chávez, Round Rock; Charles Dupre, Pflugerville; 
Brad Lancaster, Lake Travis; Joe Dan Lee, Georgetown; and Doug Killian, Hutto.

STARR testing: What are you seeing right 
now as the difference between the old 
system and the new system?

Champion: It used to be that the 11th 
grade test was a gatekeeper. Now, all of a 
sudden, you have tests in all of your areas 
for three years, all of which have cumula-
tive scores that accumulate in order for a 
kid to be able to graduate.

The Legislature has put in that 15 per-
cent of students’ final score for the course 
will be calculated using that end-of-year 
exam. The Legislature is dipping into class-
room teachers’ ability to assign grades, 
which is clearly defined in law that class-
room teachers have the right to do that.

[Education] Commissioner [Robert] 
Scott did waive that for this school year. 
As I remind folks in the community, he 
waived it for this school year [only]. 

How do you make sure you’re not teaching 
to the test? 

Lee: I have people ask me all the time, 
‘Are you teaching to the test?’ and I look 
at them and I go, ‘Well, that’s what the 
state has determined is important for 
our students to know and master. I know 
they’re going to be tested on it. So why 
would I not teach that?’

In my opinion, [STAAR] was rolled out 
a year too early. We didn’t have adequate 
time to allow our curriculum [to adapt to]
what’s going to be tested. 

The state Legislature isn’t going to be 
able to do anything to make the test itself 
better. Is there anything—implementation, 
timing, the tests themselves— you would 
recommend be changed? 

Lancaster: We’re all running blind. 
We’re going to have our staff go through 
this first round of tests, regroup this sum-
mer and do our best to respond to that. 

There has been so little information, 
intentionally, about the test. 

Luckily, we’re not being rated on this 
first round of tests. We’re all relieved at 
the 15 percent rule [not being in effect 
this year]. It is a completely unnecessary 
added incentive.

Not being able to graduate based on 
passing this cumulation of 12 exams is 
incentive enough. All you have to do 
is look at the 10th grade passing rate 
statewide to the 11th grade passing rate 
statewide. 
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nHow are you balancing budget concerns 
and moving forward with preparedness?

Chávez: It’s extremely challenging when 
you think of the higher standard that has 
been set. 

The state is saying, ‘We’re going to set 
higher standards [toward] college career 
readiness.’ Yes, we want more kids to go 
on and succeed at higher levels, at the 
university, at the college level. ‘Oh, and 
by the way, you’ll have to do it with fewer 
resources.’ 

They cut the budget, and it’s anticipated 
that they’re going to cut the budget even 
more because there is a shortage moving 
forward.

We’re really at a very bad time. You 
think of the perfect storm: budget cuts, 
higher standards, an economy that hope-
fully will do better but hasn’t done well, 
and a structural shortage when it comes 
to the restructuring of taxes a number of 
years ago. All of these things are impacting 
what we’re able to do. 

Austin ISD has warned that the budget 
situation could get worse. Do you still see 
the next couple of budget cycles being 
difficult for AISD?

Carstarphen: Austin is tricky because 
we were the last ones in [the recession], 
even within the state, and we’ll probably be 
one of the first ones out, meaning there is a 
strong economy in Austin. So it gives you a 
false sense of security.

I think that we will see a few more 
rounds of some pretty brutal budget reduc-
tions across the state.

They have not changed that legisla-
tion in Senate Bill 1. And in Austin, that 
means we’re looking through school year 
2017–18. If that bill doesn’t change, we 
will be cutting from last school year for-
ward upwards of $150 million. It is, quite 
frankly, not sustainable.

The tax ratification election Hutto tried 
last year was turned down by voters. 
What happens if Hutto doesn’t get a tax 
ratification election passed?

Killian: It’s kind of like slow death. 
We’re nibbling away at some of the 
programs and services we provide in our 
district. The quality is pretty much evapo-
rating. That’s what the issue is if the TRE 
doesn’t pass [and] we don’t get relief from 
these lawsuits. I don’t see how a district 

like Hutto, who is stuck in the middle, is 
going to survive this whole process.

There’s actually been in public forums 
some folks who talked about ultimately, 
would this mean consolidation? I don’t 
know. 

The economy wasn’t the issue in Texas. 
It was what was done to us in 2006 with 
the way that the formulas were changed. 
We wouldn’t have been in this place if 
we had progressive tax rates on property 
taxes and had not turned around and 
implemented this margin tax that didn’t 
generate the money that it said it was 
supposed to. 

Lee: What no one understands is our 
revenues were frozen in 2006 with target 
revenue. In our system, with increased 
property values, when we generate a dollar 
locally, they take it away for the state. Our 
operational costs continue to increase. 

When people think about lawsuits, they 
think about different sides. How are you 
unified in trying to get the resources you 
need to help students? 

Dupre: The distinction you’re going 
to find in the Texas Taxpayer & Student 
Fairness Coalition is [about] equity. 
Because the districts that signed on to 
our lawsuit believe that the system itself 
is not equitable.

Previously, you could apply a formula 
and understand why Pflugerville was 
funded the way it was. You may not agree 
with that, and we might compare our-
selves to other districts, but there was 
a reasonable approach, and you could 
understand why that was.

Today, you cannot point at any system 
or measure that explains why mine is 
substantially lower than someone else’s, 
and someone else’s is substantially higher 
than other districts. And so the mes-
sage that sends is that the students in my 
district are not worth the same amount as 
students in other districts. 

That’s a hard thing to say out loud 
because I know our legislators don’t really 
believe that. But the system they put in 

place is not equitable. It does not fund all 
students in all districts at the same level.

Carstarphen: For us, [equity] is the key 
difference between the lawsuit Pfluger-
ville is in and the lawsuit we’re in. I was 
hopeful that all of the districts would be 
able to come together around the issue of 
adequacy. That it was about what is the 
appropriate level of funding to take care of 
all of our kids.

Equity, we believe, opens a door for 
leveling down. If it opens the door for 
everyone to say, ‘Fine, you want equity? 
You all have equity because we’re going to 
take the top and bring it to the lower level.’ 
That’s not going to do for kids. 

So for us, we saw the Thompson & Hor-
ton [LLP] coalition as being more cen-
tered around the inadequacy discussion 
or perspective. That said, it’s not enough 
to do to address equity in funding. 

Earlier, you said these lawsuits give 
legislators permission to do what they 
need to do. Can you explain that?

Chávez: That lacks courage—courage 
from the state Legislature, courage from 
the state leadership. Courage from the 
people we elect to do the right thing and 
stand by students and stand by quality 
education regardless. 

They’re looking for political cover so 
they can get re-elected and say, ‘It wasn’t I 
who raised taxes. It wasn’t I who brought 
all of these changes. It was the Supreme 
Court that made us do it.’

Any idea of the timing of all this? Some of 
you are in dire need, and lawsuits can go 
forever, right? 

Chávez: All of us are in that mode of 
how long can we hold it together? 

Remember, whatever side wins, it’s 
going to be appealed to the next level, to 
the Supreme Court. Then you have to go 
to the Supreme Court. That’s going to be 
after the legislative session. So really we’re 
two sessions away from fixing it.

Back, from left: Joe Dan Lee, Georgetown; Bret Champion, Leander; Brad Lancaster, Lake Travis; Meria 
Carstarphen, Austin. Front: Jesús Chávez, Round Rock; Charles Dupre, Pflugerville; Doug Killian, Hutto 

Comment at impactnews.com
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Manor and Miranda Gonzales - owners
8863 Anderson Mill Rd., Suite102 

238-6190 • www.mg� oors.com

Carpet | Area Rugs | Tile & Stone | Hardwood | Laminate

Try on a fl oor at shawfl oors.com

I want a floor 
that will transform my room 

into a thing of beauty

$500OFF
minimum purchase

required
Not valid in combination with any other 
discounts, special pricing or fi nancing. 

One coupon per household. 
Expires 5/31/2012.

• Free Estimates

• Family owned and operated 

• Over 50+ years experience

• Showroom displays wood, tile, natural 

stone, laminate, vinyl plank, carpet, 

granite countertop and backsplash

MG Floors 
 is owned and operated by Manor 

and Miranda Gonzales. He has over 

thirty years experience and she has 

over twenty years experience in 

the flooring industry - put their 50+ 

years experience to work for you. 

They provide free estimates and in-

vite you to browse their showroom 

at your leisure ... no “high pressure 

sales” here (in fact there are no 

salespeople - the owners person-

ally take care of each customer 

from the beginning of each project 

until completion and beyond). They 

have a great selection of wood, tile, 

natural stone, laminate, vinyl plank, 

carpet and granite countertops. 

Whether you have one room or an 

entire home or office that needs a 

makeover, they will assist you in 

selecting the products to fit your 

particular style and budget. Call, 

email or go by the showroom today 

for your free estimate and they will 

be happy to answer any questions 

or concerns you might have about 

your next flooring project.
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Data compiled by 
Betsy Gallagher

Coldwell Banker United
431-8265

bgallagher@cbunited.com

Featured neighborhood 
Springwoods, 78729 

13215 Briar Hollow Drive $194,990 
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,418 sq. ft.
Agent: Jeffrey Schnabel, Keller Williams 
913-7480

9019 Bancroft Trail $184,800
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,800 sq. ft.
Agent: Kyle Jancovech, TruStar Real Estate
487-0284

9007 Frostwood Trail $219,600
3 Bedrooms / 2.5 Bath 2,492 sq. ft.
Agent: Jeanette Friend-Harrington, Coldwell 
Banker United Realtor, 844-3331

8910 Black Oak St. $145,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,346 sq. ft.
Agent: Susie Kang, Joe Realty
480-8384

Overview Featured homes

Build-out year: 1980–85, 1991–94

Builders: NPC, Wilshire

Number of homes: 359

Low/high square footage: 1,346–3,120

HOA dues (estimated): None 

Amenities: Park, playground, soccer field, 

tennis courts, trails

Nearby attractions: Springwoods Park, close 

to Toll 45, US 183 

 

Property taxes:

Austin Community College  0.094800

City of Austin 0.481100

Round Rock ISd 1.335000 

Upper Brushy Creek 0.020000

Williamson County  0.457687

Williamson County FM/Rd 0.030000 

Total (per $100 value) ____________ 2.418587

Round Rock ISD schools

•	 Live Oak Elementary School

•	 deerpark Middle School

•	 McNeil High School

Anderson Mill Rd.

Lake Creek 
Pkwy.

P
arm

er Ln.

On the market  (As of April 16, 2012)
No. of homes for sale 5

No. of homes under contract 1

Avg. days on the market 54

Home sales  (April 2011–April 2012)
No. of homes sold in last year 14

Square footage Low/High 1,486/2,436

Selling price Low/High $127,100/$216,500

REAL ESTATE

Pond Springs Rd.

183

45
TOLL

BelterraTexas.com   •   512.301.5000   •   151 Trinity Hills Drive   •   Austin, Texas   •   78737

spring

i

fling
market 

bazaar

3i
day

and you thought we only sold houses...

Saturday, May 12th from 10 am - 4 pm

Belterra Welcome Center at

151 Trinity Hills Drive

Live music, food, local vendors, 
family-friendly activities and much more!

Belterra would like to invite you to attend our 
Spring Fling Market Day & Bazaar!
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Residential real estate listings added to the market between 3/31/12 and 4/11/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Property Listings ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil east
78750 Anderson Mill/McNeil west 
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Canyon Creek 9550 Savannah Ridge 3br/2ba $278,032 1,658 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78726 Canyon Creek 9907 Cinnabar  Trail 5br/4ba $469,900 4,715 Michael Pourciau 703-7221 Keller Williams Realty

78726 Canyon Creek 11026 Deep Brook  Drive 5br/3ba $399,900 3,981 Roya Johnson 472-1000 Keller Williams Realty

78726 Canyon Creek 10408 Ember Glen  Drive 3br/2ba $300,000 2,629 Doreen Dillard 346-1799 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Parke 8108 Castle Peake  Trail 4br/2ba $309,900 3,075 Lisa Madden 788-3865 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Angus Valley 12119 Black Angus  Drive 3br/2ba $247,000 1,978 Margaret Gilbreth 413-3792 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78727 Century Park Condominiums 2632 Century Park  Blvd. 2br/2ba $137,500 1,335 Michelle Busby 616-4000 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Century Park Condominiums 2632 Century Park  Blvd. 2br/2ba $141,000 1,553 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78727 Century Park Condominiums 2632 Century Park Blvd. 2br/2ba $145,000 1,540 Ryanne Vaughan 619-5034 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Milwood 13001 Odie Lane 4br/2ba $155,000 1,796 Amani Wang 762-7253 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Farms 13308 Rodeo Cove 4br/3ba $240,000 2,599 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Scofield Farms 13513 Campesina Drive 3br/2ba $214,900 2,015 James Morelli 744-4153 RE/MAX Capital City

78727 Switch Willo Condominiums 4400 Switch Willo 2br/2ba $147,500 1,168 Bruce Berman 750-6611 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78729 Hunters Chase 8104 Matchlock Cove 4br/2ba $193,500 2,099 Laurie Flood 576-1504 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Lake Creek Park 13016 Hymeadow Circle 3br/2ba $294,502 2,352 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78729 Lake Creek Park 13204 Hymeadow Circle 4br/3ba $318,026 2,538 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78729 Parmer Village Condominiums 13409 Sage Grouse Drive 3br/2ba $212,750 1,916 Eenie Sullivan 258-5723 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78729 Parmer Village Condominiums 8716 Blackvireo Drive 4br/3ba $232,000 1,916 Arlene Maze 789-1892 Carol Dochen Realtors

78729 Parmer Village Condominiums 13517 Sage Grouse Drive 3br/2ba $239,900 2,118 Tim Kress 719-5555 RE/MAX 

78729 Springwoods 13306 Ivywood Cove 4br/3ba $251,000 2,859 Richard Hayden 917-2466 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Courtyard Homes at Anderson Oaks 11000 Anderson Mill Road 3br/2ba $195,000 1,526 Matt Gibson 554-7989 Goodwin Partners, Inc.

78750 Oak Shadows Condominiums 8518 Fathom Circle 3br/2ba $199,999 1,978 Perry Henderson 791-7462 Prudential Texas Realty

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 9623 Vista View Drive 5br/3ba $349,500 3,147 Gail Huebel 848-3477 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Spicewood Estates 10908 Country Knolls 4br/2ba $328,500 2,908 Sheri Brummett 970-8809 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Villas Anderson Mill Condominiums 1036 Verbena Drive 2br/1ba $133,900 1,140 Diane Kennedy 750-2950 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Woodland Village Anderson Mill  10257 Missel Thrush Drive 3br/2ba $175,000 1,938 Nicholas Broderson 659-9504 Keller Williams Realty

78758 Park at Quail Creek 901 Meadowmere Lane 3br/2ba $107,000 1,352 Amy Nall 914-0927 Prudential Texas Realty

78759 8888 Tallwood Condominiums 8888 Tallwood Drive 1br/1ba $80,900 598 Marie Dang-Schwartz 431-5365 Realty Austin

78759 Great Hills 7402 Blue Beach Cove 4br/2ba $518,000 2,986 Ellen Kelsey 422-0481 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Oak Forest 7304 Fireoak Drive 4br/2ba $289,900 2,168 Jane Adsley Chopp 422-6868 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Toro Creek 8613 Toro Creek Cove 4br/3ba $510,000 2,852 Katherine Brooks 600-9364 Realty Austin

78759 Westover Hills 4000 Hyridge Drive 5br/4ba $575,000 4,446 Tami Carson 517-5986 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78759 Morado Cove 10300 Morado Cove 3br/2ba $339,900 2,241 Michael Pourciau 703-7221 Keller Williams Realty

8518 Fathom Circle $199,999

8613 Toro Creek Cove $510,000

13409 Sage Grouse Drive $212,750

8108 Castle Peake Trail $309,900

For more residential real estate listings, visit impactnews.com

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Northwest Austin
On the market  (March 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

454-7636
www.abor.com

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 19 / 54 days 3 / 251 days 12 / 92 days 49 / 89 days 11 / 62 days

$150,000–$199,999 18 / 109 days 34 / 68 days 12 / 58 days 6 / 43 days 4 / 78 days

$200,000–$299,999 23 / 57 days 21 / 125 days 18 / 97 days 3 / 49 days 16 / 38 days

$300,000–$399,999 3 / 48 days - 11 / 50 days 1 / 43 days 12 / 74 days

$400,000–$499,999 - - 10 / 42 days - 19 / 61 days

$500,000–$599,999 - - 3 / 44 days - 12 / 33 days

$600,000–$799,999 2 / 44 days - 4 / 70 days - 6 / 40 days

$800,000–$999,999 - - - - 1 / 162 days

$1 million + - - - - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Average price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

March 2012 30 / $185,051 14 / $195,187 39 / $275,212 22 / $116,778 35 / $304,912

February 2012 24 / $207,186 12 / $181,299 18 / $293,117 20 / $130,859 24 / $275,069

January 2012 19 / $160,362 19 / $191,845 17 / $247,179 12 / $130,077 31 / $290,753

December 2011 21 / $186,498 21 / $181,519 21 / $263,419 18 / $139,032 36 / $320,464

November 2011 13 / $159,350 15 / $191,398 21 / $331,014 21 / $87,598 21 / $322,527

October 2011 24 / $192,736 22 / $199,759 27 / $247,396 14 / $122,786 31 / $280,311

September 2011 16 / $162,622 22 / $198,173 24 / $369,392 17 / $156,924 24 / $286,583

August 2011 32 / $172,322 21 / $187,749 40 / $248,511 20 / $118,989 40 / $346,541

July 2011 33 / $202,492 31 / $191,331 34 / $300,541 20 / $141,332 56 / $312,512
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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“When Seton first came out with new guidelines for 

labor and delivery, I was a little skeptical,” says 

Dr. David Reue.

“But the data was compelling. As a result, we’ve 

significantly changed the way we practice medicine, 

which has reduced admissions to the neonatal ICU 

and decreased complications.” 

To read more about how Seton doctors are improving 

the way we care for moms and babies, please visit 

SetonBabyTalk.com/safety.

Dr. David Reue

OB/GYN

Does your doctor deliver at Seton?
SetonBabyTalk.com/doctors

Ernest Amory Codman Award

Maternity Quality Matters Award 

Inaugural HHSC Healthcare 
Quality Award

NET-117-perinatal-ad-CommImpact-Reue.indd   1 3/20/12   4:16 PM
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