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Area dentist makes mission of  

fighting cancer, improving access  
to higher education at local level
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Officials say design has met the city’s environmental goals

Construction of seven-mile 
WTP4 water main on horizon

Long waiting lists prompt construction of new schools, legislation

Harmony charter system 
expands in Northwest Austin

Ramazan Coskuner, superintendent of Harmony Public Schools in Austin, oversees five charter schools.

By Amy Deis 
Harmony Public Schools, the largest 

charter school system in Texas, will open a 
fifth Austin campus in August. 

Located at RM 620 and Lake Creek 
Parkway in Northwest Austin, the Har-
mony School of Political Science and 
Communication will focus on “making the 
next politicians, people who are going to 
be dedicated to serving the community,” 
said David Foster, social studies depart-
ment chair for Harmony Austin. 

Harmony’s mission is to promote math, 
science and technology, but curriculum at 
the new campus will emphasize the United 
States Constitution, American foreign 
policy and current events with advanced 
placement classes for high school students.

The Houston-based charter school sys-
tem enrolls 1,900 students in grades kin-
dergarten through 12 in Austin and is one 
of the city’s 14 charter school systems. 

The new two-story building, paid for by 
bonds issued by Harmony, will be equipped 
with computers and digital projectors in 
each classroom, a gym, courtyard and 16 
dorm rooms that students from other Har-
mony schools may use when visiting for 
competitions or tours, Foster said. 

Designed to look like a state capitol, 
the new location will be Harmony’s first 
custom-built school in Austin. Other Har-
mony schools were established in reno-
vated buildings, such as former shopping 
plazas, said Ramazan Coskuner, Harmony 
Austin superintendent.

Defining charter schools
A charter school is a public school cre-

ated by a nonprofit organization to provide 
tailored education to students.

While charter schools have an open 
enrollment, meaning anyone can attend, 
they are required to use a lottery system to 

By Sara Behunek
With the environmental analy-

sis complete, construction of the 
Jollyville Transmission Main will 
likely begin by the end of the 
year, city officials said. 

City staff are reviewing bids 
from construction companies 
to build the transmission main, 
and expect to choose a firm in 
August,  said Bill Stauber, WTP4 
project manager. 

The transmission main is a 

steel-lined tunnel seven miles 
long and about 7 feet in diameter 
that will carry drinking water 
from Water Treatment Plant 4 
to the Jollyville Reservoir. From 
there, the water will be distrib-
uted to area residents and busi-
nesses.

In June, the environmental 
commissioning team—made 
up of employees from the city’s 

fill seats—and often there are not enough 
seats to meet demand. 

Texas has 463 charter schools serving 
about 120,000 students. Another 56,000 
are on waiting lists.

Just like at any other public school, 
charter school students must pass the 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills 
(TAKS) tests or the school risks being 

shuttered by the State Board of Education, 
which grants the charter to the nonprofit 
to run the school. 

“The sort of grand bargain for charter 
schools is [lawmakers said] ‘we’re going to 
give you some flexibility from state law and 
local policy, but we’re going to hold you 
accountable,’” said David Dunn, executive 
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See Charter | 15

See Jollyville | 17Source: Watershed Protection Department 
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Daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information

Community calendar, interactive 
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Local deals online
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Two websites. Twice the Impact. 
 impactnews.com            impactdeals.com   

Jollyville Transmission Main
The Jollyville Transmission Main will carry water underneath a portion of the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve.
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For Men Over the Age of 40  
two free tests could be a life saving 
experience.

Join us for a FREE Prostate Cancer Screening 
(PSA blood test and rectal exam). 
Appointments are appreciated,  
but walk-ins are welcome.

SEPTEMBER
IS NATIONAL PROSTATE 
CANCER AWARENESS  
MONTH.

September 10, 2011
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center

12221 N. Mopac Expressway

September 17, 2011
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

2400 Round Rock Ave.

St. David’s South Austin Medical Center
901 W. Ben White Blvd.

September 24, 2011
St. David’s Medical Center 

919 E. 32nd Street

St. David’s Georgetown Hospital 
2000 Scenic Dr.

All screenings will be held from  
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Call 888-868-2104 or 512-478-3627  
to make an appointment.

www.stdavids.com/connect  |  888.868.2104  |  512.478.3627

FREE SCREENINGS
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My mother recently 
retired after more than 30 
years of teaching.

Having a parent who 
taught gave me valuable 
insight into the public 
education system. It seemed 

that the older I got, the worse her stories 
became.

If you have a teacher in your family, 
you probably know the stories all too 
well—unruly kids, overcrowded classes, 
too few resources, low pay … and the list 
could go on.

I am not alone when I say that our public 
education system could use a makeover. 
While this is no easy task, thanks to limited 
funds, I think it is a necessity. 

Education is the great equalizer. Only 

through proper schooling can an under-
privileged child be given the power and 
resources to do whatever he or she wants 
in life. But the reality is that too many of 
our children are not given this opportunity, 
and this has contributed to the rise of the 
charter school. 

Many of us have heard of a charter 
school, but perhaps few of us know what a 
charter school is. In August, a new charter 
school will be coming to Northwest Austin. 
To learn more about charter schools and 
how they differ from traditional public 
schools, read this month’s cover story by 
Amy Deis.

Travis Baker
tbaker@impactnews.com
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Do you support the use of surveillance cameras by 
law enforcement?

No, it is a violation of privacy and/or cameras are not  
effective

41%
Yes, Austin should institute a widespread surveillance 
camera program

31%
Yes, but only in select areas where there is a lot of crime 

28%
Unsure/do not care

0%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 6/24/11–7/12/11

3838 Steck Avenue
 Austin, TX 78759

512-345-3771

 www.HillcrestAustin.org www.HillcrestAustin.orestAustin.org

Local jobs
Post your resume and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

May employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.7%
Up from 6.5% in April

State unemployment—8.0%*
No change from April

National unemployment—9.1%*
Up from 9.0%* in April

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and 
hospitality sector added 1,500 jobs. Mining, logging and 
construction increased by 1,200 jobs. Professional and 
business services added 900 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers

On Page 22, Anderson High School was referred to as An-
derson Mill High School. On the same page, a map of The 
Original Brooklyn Pie Co. pinpointed the restaurant’s location 
as between Spricewood Springs Road and Lamar Boulevard 
on Mesa Drive. The restaurant is located on Mesa Drive 
between Spicewood Springs Road and Steck Avenue. 

Corrections  – Volume 5, Issue 5
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a showroom and warehouse Aug. 1 for 
their online business, Discount Outdoor 
Kitchens. The 1,765-square-foot store, 
called FLO Grills of Austin, is located at 
13359 US 183, Ste. 401, and will display 
custom-built grills, fireplaces and outdoor 
kitchens. 258-4356,  
www.flogrillsaustin.com

10 Round Rock–based Central Donut is 
planning to open another location by the 
end of 2011 at 8516 Anderson Mill Road, 
Ste. 105.

11  Convenience store Gracy Food Mart 
will open by the end of July in the Gracy 
Farms Center, 12001 Burnet Road, Ste. I. 
Beer, wine, grocery items, cigarettes and 
coffee will be for sale, and customers can 
pay a variety of bills and use the money- 
order service. Rahim Bhai is the owner. 
833-6232

12  A fourth Moonie’s Burger House 
location will open July 25 in the former 
Maggie’s Cafe spot in the Gracy Farms 
Center, 12001 Burnet Road, Ste. J. Owned 
by Brian and Angela Gingrass, Moonie’s 
serves a variety of burgers, such as the 
chili cheeseburger with Fritos. The burger 
joint has another Northwest Austin 
location at 13450 Research Blvd., and one 
in Pflugerville. The first opened in Cedar 
Park. 837-5400,
www.mooniesburgerhouse.com

13 Willie Abraham is opening Taj Mahal 
Indian Cuisine by Aug. 1 in the Market at 
Parmer shopping center, 12407 N. MoPac, 
Ste. 200. 837-4444,  
www.tajmahalaustin.com

Relocation

14  Austin Archery Country relocated 
to 8121 Research Blvd. on June 1 from 
across the street at 8910 Research Blvd. 
The company sells bows, arrows and 
archery accessories. The new location has 
an indoor range, and Austin Archery is 
planning an outdoor range. 452-1222, 
www.austinarcherycountry.com

15  Red Cheetah Software is moving its 
operations to the Arboretum Plaza One 
building, 9442 Capital of Texas Hwy., Ste. 
900, on Aug. 20 from 515 Congress Ave. 
The company plans to double its number 
of employees from 25 to 50 by early 
2012. Red Cheetah’s software helps office 
supply companies with their online store 
presence. 439-0585, www.redcheetah.com

16  Urology Austin’s north office relocated 
from 12180 N. MoPac to the Medical 
Oaks Pavilion near North Austin Medical 
Center on July 18. The new address 
is 12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 230. Four 
physicians practice out of the north office, 
which opened in 2008.
346-7150, www.urologyaustin.com

Now Open

1  My Gold and Silver Store opened its 
third Austin location in the Kramer Center 
at 11005 Burnet Road, Ste. 105, in May. 
The company is based out of Clearwater, 
Fla., and is planning on further expansion 
in Central and South Austin. The store 
specializes in buying gold, silver, platinum 
and coins, as well as silverware and silver 
trays and tea sets. The company’s two other 
locations are in Northwest Austin.
873-0308, www.mygoldandsilverstore.com

2  Austin Bazaar opened June 24 at 2306 
Howard Lane, Ste. C. From orchestral 
and wind instruments to guitars and 
amplifiers, the company has an extensive 
selection of musical instruments. Austin 
Bazaar launched in 2005 as a web-based 
company. This is its first retail store.
300-0487, www.austinbazaar.com

3  JWilliamsStaffing opened an office 
at 9600 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 150W in 
June. The staffing agency places real 
estate professionals and trains them. The 
company is headquartered in Orange 
County, Calif., and has offices in Houston, 

Dallas and San Antonio. 627-2411,  
www.jwilliamsstaffing.com

4  Texas Sleep Medicine has opened a 
second Austin location at 11675 Jollyville 
Road, Ste. 101. Texas Sleep Medicine is 
an adult and pediatric sleep disorder 
care clinic accredited by the American 
Academy of Sleep Medicine. 440-5757, 
www.txsleepmedicine.com

5  Dave Klivans opened FirePit 
Ceramics, 11150 Research Blvd., Ste. 102, 
on July 1. Customers can paint their own 
pottery, take lessons or classes and even 
use the studio to create pottery and harden 
it in the kiln. Businesses are welcome to 
hose team-building events, and FirePit can 
host parties for birthdays and other events.
420-9141, www.firepitceramics.com

6  After having been closed for four 
months, Dimassi’s Mediterranean Buffet 
reopened July 3 at 12636 Research Blvd. 
Mike Khader of Houston reclaimed 
ownership of the restaurant after having 
franchised it. He also reverted back to the 
original menu. 996-8900,  
www.dimassisbuffet.com

7  A Cricket Wireless store opened 
June 16 in the Parmer McNeil Plaza at 
6301 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 204. The store 
offers broadband Internet and cell phone 
services. 487-5170, www.gcitexas.com

8  The owners of Old School BBQ & Grill, 
Danny Parrott, Jonathan Insley and Trey 
Cook, opened Old School Grill in the 
Parmer McNeil Plaza at 6301 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 601. The restaurant, which 
opened July 9, serves chicken-fried steak, 
ceviche, burgers, pastas, salads and Philly 
cheesesteak. It also has vegetarian-friendly 
options. 722-6353

On July 1, Joe Molinelli, Tom 
Cunningham and Barry Meyer launched 
Agent Aquarium, a real estate brokerage 
website that allows consumers to search 
for and compare Realtors in the Austin 
area. The trio operates the business out of a 
Northwest Austin home but plans to move 
into office space. 795-2400,  
www.agentaquarium.com

Coming Soon

9  Chris and Meghan Smith are opening 
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The original owner of Dimassi’s Mediterranean 
Buffet bought the restaurant back and closed it for 
four months to revitalize the original menu.

Jonathan Insley, Danny Parrott and Trey Cook 
opened Old School Grill on July 9 and serve 
homemade meals, such as chicken-fried steak.

Suman Singh opened Austin Bazaar June 24. It 
sells musical instruments such as guitars. This is 
the online company’s first brick-and-mortar store.

Gracy Farms Center, located at Burnet Road near 
MoPac, has two stores opening in the next month: 
Moonie’s Burger House and Gracy Food Mart.

Expansions

17  Ultimate Eyecare is opening a 
second location at Parmer Crossing, 2500 
W. Parmer Lane, in the fall. Ultimate 
Eyecare provides full optometry services 
including vision care, eye exams, LASIK 
consultations and glasses and contact lens 
sales. The first location is in Cedar Park.  
www.ultimateeyecare.com

18  Sullivan Physical Therapy, 12411 
Hymeadow Drive, Bldg. 3, Ste. 3B, 
expanded its services in June to include 
oncology rehabilitation and a lymphedema 
treatment program. The clinic provides 
specialized physical therapy for treating 
pelvic floor pain and dysfunction and 
offers massage therapy for pregnant and 
postpartum women. 335-9300,  
www.sullivanphysicaltherapy.com

Under Construction

19  Sterling Affairs Catering is renovating 
space at 8611 N. MoPac in the former 
Harold’s Outlet Barn for a 13,200-square-
foot event center. Shoal Crossing 
Event Center will be open in October 
for weddings, social events, corporate 
conferences and conventions. It will also 
host cabaret theater and live performances. 
Sterling Affairs, owned by Larry Kille, 
started out in 1994 and is headquartered at 
8423 Research Blvd. 261-0142,  
www.sterlingaffairs.com

20 New Life United Pentecostal Church 
of Austin is building a two-story, 
100,000-square-foot church at 3200 
Century Park with a 2,500-seat worship 
center and 240-seat chapel for small 
events. The project will be completed 
January 2012. New Life will be relocating 
from its smaller building at 4001 Adelphi 
Lane. 832-5433,  
www.newlifeupc.org

21  Ajishin Sushi is under construction 
in the Parmer McNeil Plaza. The Japanese 
restaurant should open in the next couple 
of months at 6301 W. Parmer Lane,  
Ste. 505.

Name Change

22 Gold Class Cinemas at The Domain 
changed its name to iPic Theaters in 
mid-June. The theater, 3225 Amy Donovan 
Plaza, has an updated concession menu 
and lower ticket prices. 568-3400,  
www.ipictheaters.com

Closings

23 Anabelle’s Casual Dining Room 
closed its doors in May at 8105 Mesa 
Drive, Ste. A. The restaurant had been 
open since September 2010.

24 Grocery store MGM Indian Foods 
will close its Central Austin location at 
7427 Burnet Road in August. Owner 
Jolly Varghese will instead focus on the 
company’s new location at 9225 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 102, in North Austin.

In the News

25 ProfitFuel Inc., 9300 United Drive, 
Ste. 180, was acquired May 24 by New 
York–based online marketer Yodle. The 
acquisition is expected to double the size 
of the company within the next 18 months. 
ProfitFuel, founded in 2000, provides 
search-engine optimization services to 
small businesses and has 220 employees. 
866-999-3835, www.profitfuel.com

26 The City of Austin reopened the 
Northwest Recreation Center, 2913 
Northland Drive, on July 9. The center 
was closed for upgrades and an expansion 
in 2010. The gym, which is not yet open 
to the public, received glass basketball 
backboards and a volleyball setup. 
Medicine balls, jump ropes and dumbbells 
were added to the fitness room. 974-6972, 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/northwest.htm

Frontier Airlines announced June 27 it 
will add nonstop service from Austin-
Bergstrom International Airport to the 
Branson Airport in Branson, Mo. The 
seasonal service runs Sept. 16 through
Dec. 14. Discounts are offered for specific 
dates as well. www.frontierairlines.com

At FirePit Ceramics, which opened July 1, employees like Skyler Lewis and Eric Grasham are responsible 
for creating all the pottery customers can paint and teaching classes and summer camps.

News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.
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CALENDAR

Ongoing
July 22–Aug. 13 
‘Footloose’
The 53rd Annual Zilker Summer Musical is 
hosting “Footloose,” featuring music by Tom 
Snow, Dean Pitchford, Eric Carmen, Sammy 
Hagar and more. The musical is the story of 
a young man from Chicago who stays defiant 
in the midst of narrow-minded political 
environment that bans dancing in a small 
town. • Thu.–Sun. 8:30 p.m. • Free • Zilker 
Park, 2301 Barton Springs Road • 479-9491  
www.zilker.org

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Northwest Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/nwa/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Northwest Austin events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

Aug. 23
By Amy Deis

Concordia University Texas for the first time is inviting the Northwest Austin community to 
meet and greet students at a welcome party Aug. 23 from 4 to 6 p.m.

John Adams, assistant director of student services, said that in the past, Concordia’s 
welcome week was for new students to learn about what organizations were available to 
them. Opening the event to the community allows students to discover the businesses and 
services that are near their school and provides businesses and community organizations 
with the opportunity to meet students.

“This is our fourth year at this location, and we still have people say, ‘You’re on [RM] 620?’” 
Adams said.

The Welcome Party, sponsored by University Federal Credit Union, will be at Concordia’s field 
house, 11400 Concordia University Drive. The event will feature a barbecue dinner, music by 
the Sam Riggs Band and vendors of local businesses and churches in the Northwest Austin 
and RM 620 corridor communities. 

The event is free to attend, and food will be available for purchase. For more information, call 
313-4307 or visit www.concordia.edu.
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Concordia University Texas typically welcomes freshmen moving in during welcome week. This year, 
the university is inviting returning students and the community to the inaugural welcome party.

Concordia opens welcome week to community
Spicewood Springs Library. • Library hours: 
Mon.–Wed. 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri. 10 a.m.– 
6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free • 
Spicewood Springs branch, 8637 Spicewood 
Springs Road • 974-3800
www.austintexas.gov/library 

6 Science Cafe: Robotics
Barnes & Noble is hosting a new program, 
Science Cafe. The first topic is on humanoid 
robotics, and Dr. Luis Sentis, a professor at 
The University of Texas at Austin, discusses 
robots. A book fair with proceeds benefiting 
Austin High School’s robotics program is also 
planned. • 2 p.m. • Free • Barnes & Noble at 
the Arboretum, 10000 Research Blvd.  
www.barnesandnoble.com

9 Northwest Austin Business Council 
luncheon
The Northwest Austin Business Council 
presents the Taste of North Austin with 
samples of foods from North Austin. Food 
and prizes are supplied by members. • 11:30 
a.m.–1 p.m. • $25 for members, $40 for future 
members, $60 for future chamber members 
Concordia University Texas, 11400 Concordia 
University Drive • 322-5689   
www.austinchamber.com

11 Concert in the park
Anderson Mill Limited District presents 
Mike Clifford, a professional solo entertainer 
performing a wide range of music including 
tropical/island, rock, pop/Top 40 and country. 
7:30–8:30 p.m. • Free • Harper Park at Lake 
Creek Parkway and Deerbrook Trail  
258-4104 • www.amld.org

13 Summer Movies in the Park
University Federal Credit Union and Wells 
Branch MUD present Movies in the Park at 
Katherine Fleischer Park with a showing of 
“Tangled.” Pre-movie activities start at 8 p.m. 
with movies starting at twilight. Concessions 
will be available for guests. 8–11 p.m. • Free  
Katherine Fleischer Park, 2106 Klattenhoff 
Drive • 251-9814  
www.wellsbranchmud.com

19 Anderson Mill teen night
Join Anderson Mill Limited District’s lifeguards 
and aquatic staff for an evening designed for 
teens only. Music, food and games such as 
water volleyball, raft races and limbo are held 
as well as other various contests. •  8:15– 
10 p.m. • $5 for ages 13–17 • El Salido pool 
11500 El Salido Parkway • 258-4104  
www.amld.org

20–27 Austin Fashion Week
Launch787 hosts its third annual Austin 
Fashion Week that includes a weeklong 
lineup of events featuring runway shows 
from designers such as Betsey Johnson and 
Harley-Davidson MotorClothes. The third 
annual Austin Fashion Awards will take place 
Aug. 27 at 7:30 p.m. at ACL Live at the Moody 
Theater. • Various times • VIP package ($400), 
AFW badge ($200), showcase events (free), 
Austin Fashion Awards ($60) • 200 Lavaca St. 
www.fashionweekaustin.com

28 National Ovarian Cancer Coalition 
Balance 5K and Kids’ K
The fourth annual National Ovarian Cancer 
Coalition is hosting a 5K and kids’ K to raise 
money and awareness for ovarian cancer.  
7:30 a.m. registration; 8:30 a.m. Kids’ K; 
9 a.m. 5K • $25 for untimed race; $30 for 
timed race; $10 for children 12 and younger; 
$8 for pets • The Domain, 11410 Century 
Oaks Terrace • www.balanceaustin.com

July
24 “Super Smash Bros. Brawl” 
tournament
The Little Walnut Creek Branch of the Austin 
Public Library is hosting a “Super Smash 
Bros. Brawl” tournament that will qualify the 
winner for the Championship Final on July 30 
at the Windsor Park Branch. • 2 p.m. • Free   
835 W. Rundberg Lane, Austin • 974-9860   
www.connectedyouth.org/gaming.cfm

Worth the trip

24 Lady Bird Johnson tribute day
Lady Bird Johnson, founder of the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center, would have been 
99 this year. The center honors her with a free 
admission day and a special exhibit of her 
memorabilia. Celebrate her contributions to 
the environment and more than 50 laws related 
to conservation, landscape preservation and 
beautification. • 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m. • Free  
4801 La Crosse Ave., Austin • 232-0100  
www.wildflower.org

27 Balsamic vinegar demonstration
Chef Carlos Crusco demonstrates how to 
dress, assemble, reduce and cook with 
balsamic vinegar. The proposed menu 
includes Sicilian lemon balsamic vinaigrette 
with tomatoes and herbs and strawberry 
balsamic gastrique with ice cream. • 6–8 p.m. 
$55 • Con Olio Oils and Vinegars, 10000 
Research Blvd., Ste. 130 • 342-2344  
www.conolios.com

30  Extreme Cowboy Race
The Williamson County Sheriff’s Posse is  
hosting an Extreme Cowboy Race. The course 
consists of obstacles including jumps and log 
pulling. Participants compete in divisions  
based on age and skill level. • 10 a.m.  
$20–$90 (entry fee), free admission to watch 
WCSP arena, 415 E. Morrow St., San Gabriel 
Park, Georgetown • 630-3697   
www.extremecowboyassociation.com,  
www.georgetownrodeo.com

August
1–26 Austin Chinese Photography 
Society exhibit
The Austin Chinese Photography Society, 
a nonprofit organization, displays about 40 
to 50 photographs in 12-by-18-inch frames. 
The exhibit’s grand opening celebration 
will be Aug. 6 from 10:30 a.m.–noon at the 

Online Calendar
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Austin’s job growth by sector

Net job creation for the 12 months ending May 2011
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Austin Chamber, Postal Service launch  
initiatives to support business growth
New programs are targeting costs and marketing for local startups
By Andrea Leptinsky

Although Austin’s base of small 
businesses has seen exponential 
growth—one of the largest surges 
in the country—some of the city’s 
resources are developing initia-
tives to ensure success is shared 
by all industries and continues to 
gain momentum. 

Official statistics show that 
Austin’s economy is on the up-
swing, but Susan Davenport, 
senior vice president of global 
technology strategies with the 
Greater Austin Chamber of Com-
merce, said the city needs to see a 
more fleshed-out sense of thriv-
ing community.

“Austin really kind of missed 
a key ingredient in its technol-
ogy ecosystem development,” 
she said. “When we transitioned 
from Web 1.0 to Web 2.0, that 
consumer Internet part of com-
pany startup development wasn’t 
there.”

Instead, Austin flourished in 

other sectors, such as developing 
larger campuses that focused on 
engineering, hardware and low-
level software, Davenport added. 

As a result, Davenport and 
several other Greater Austin 
Technology Partnership board 
members are overseeing Austin 
Live, an initiative that will serve 
as an open office hub for technol-
ogy startup companies that need 
a meeting and networking space 
to help get off the ground. 

“We looked at places like San 
Francisco, at its South of Market 
district, and we saw all these real 
estate plays,” Davenport said. 
“They were open, collaborative 
spaces where young entrepre-
neurs could come in and have 
membership space.” 

The chamber envisions Austin 
Live to consist of at least 10,000 
square feet of space that will be 
located within Austin’s down-
town district. 

Although the initiative was 

announced June 24, details 
concerning its launch, specific 
location and capacity have yet to 
be determined. Additionally, the 
chamber is considering fielding 
management of Austin Live out 
to a secondary company through 
an intense selection process.

To help fuel Austin’s growth in 
private goods and private services 
sectors, the United States Postal 
Service devised a program—the 
Small Business Direct Mail 
Hub—to give small businesses 
and startups a chance to bring 
marketing in-house at a reason-
able cost. 

After three years of develop-
ment on the hub’s priorities and 
process, it will launch during the 
last week of July in two pilot mar-
kets: Austin and Raleigh, N.C., 
Austin Postmaster Fina Morales 
said.

Once live, business own-
ers will be able to log into the 
hub, enter their advertisement’s 

BUSINESS

information, select a design and 
choose a type of product, whether 
it be a postcard or a brochure. 
Customers pay for the cost of 
delivery rather than the cost of 
design and can handpick which 
sections of Austin will receive the 
direct mail advertisement.

Whether taking advantage of 
the Austin Live incubator space 
or the Postal Service’s advertising 
hub, Davenport recommended all 

small-business startups play off 
Austin’s high economic rankings 
and respected brand to acquire 
new business.

“Play the Austin card,” she 
advised. “If they are pitching an 
idea and it’s between an Austin 
company and a company in 
another city that has not fared as 
well economically, I think that 
would be a great thing.”  

Comment at more.impactnews.com/13825

The number of small businesses in Austin grew by 1.5 percent between 
2007 and 2008. No other market in the country did better than 0.6 percent 
during that time. Industry sectors that saw the most growth include private 
service–producing jobs.
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Businesses designate Burnet Road 
commercial stretch as ‘Lo-Burn’

Sixty-three local business 
owners on Burnet Road have 
dubbed the stretch between 

45th Street and North Loop Boulevard 
“Lo-Burn”—a shortened name for 
lower Burnet—to help build brand 
awareness and give the district a 
unique identity.

The Austin Independent Business 
Alliance designated the area its eighth 
Independent Business Investment 
Zone (IBIZ) in January, but the own-
ers recently came up with a logo and 
will be holding a grand-opening block 
party in October, AIBA program 
director Rebekka Kwast said.

The IBIZ program aims to make 
residents, particularly those who 
live in or near an IBIZ district, more 
aware of what is offered right around 
the corner.

“Many people don’t realize that they 
can get a key cut or a shoe repaired in 
their neighborhood without going to a 
big-box retailer,” Kwast said.

Marian Pace, owner of women’s 
consignment shop Second Time 

Around, spearheaded the Lo-Burn 
designation effort with the help of 
business owners at The Upper Crust 
Bakery and Blue Star Cafeteria. She 
said the designation would give busi-
nesses the boost they need to survive.

“Our little strip of Burnet Road has 
a lot to offer,” she said. “We’re known 
for re-sale shopping, and we have a lot 
of really creative stores.”

Pace said many of the small-
business owners already had a strong 
camaraderie. Up until two years 
ago, the area hosted a flea market on 
Sundays, and there is a chance that 
Lo-Burn businesses would bring it 
back, she said.

“We want to tie our businesses 
together with signage and create a 
visual connection with each other,” 
Pace said. “We want to establish ongo-
ing events throughout the year, if not 
monthly.”

Lori Goodpasture, manager at 
Room Service Vintage in the North 
Loop IBIZ district, located east of 
Lo-Burn, said the IBIZ designation 

has positively impacted her business 
and others in the district. She said 
the effect has been especially strong 
for businesses located on North Loop 
Boulevard, a mecca for vintage shop-
pers, she said.

“A lot of people don’t know that 
road even exists,” Goodpasture said. 
“[The IBIZ district] brought it to the 
forefront of the Hyde Park area.”

The alliance launched the IBIZ 
program five years ago, naming three 
districts the first year and adding an 
additional district each subsequent 
year. Business owners can get together 
and apply to be a district. The applica-
tion process is free.

Kwast said criteria for an IBIZ 
district states that the area must be 
no more than 1 mile long and have 
between 15 and 80 businesses of 
which 75 percent or more must be 
locally owned. If chosen, the AIBA 
helps the business owners organize 
and create a brand and provides a 
“small corporate marketing budget,” 
she said.

BUSINESS

Business owner Marian Pace spearheaded the IBIZ designation. 
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By Amy Deis and Sara Behunek

Lo-Burn IBIZ district 
www.ibuyaustin.com
Twitter: @LoBurnIBIZ
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1-Subaru - Model BAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $1,999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $219.00, � nal pymt / residual = 
$12,205. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $21,795. Stk# Z5728. Expires 7-31-11. 2-Volvo - With approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $2,969 +TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 
36 monthly payments of $275. Final payment / residual = $14,029.50. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $25,975. Stock# V3324. 0.9% for 48 mo. = $21.22 per $1,000 borrowed. 3-Saab - Example: Stk# 
Y8166, 2010 9-3 Convertible Demo, Auto, All power, OnStar®, Touring package. MSRP $45,405 - $12,000 dealer discount = $33,405 +TT&L. Valid in lieu of other o� ers including special � nancing. Expires 7-31-11. 4-Audi - Closed-
end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A6 based on MSRP $55,495. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. 
Purchase option at lease end for $29,967.30. 38 monthly payments of $695.  Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and 
may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 
7-31-11.  Vehicles shown are for display purposes and may not be the actual vehicles.

2011 Volvo C30 T5 FWD 

$275mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2010 SAAB 
9-3 convertibles
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2012 Audi A6 3.0T
Premium Plus quattro

$695mo4

1st payment paid by Audi
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T

All remaining 
in stock models

OFF
MSRP3

2011 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan CVT

$219mo 1
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TRANSPORTATION

Capital Metro board debates 
wages, benefits with union
By Amy Deis 

The Capital Metro Transportation 
Authority board of directors and the agen-
cy’s union workers have until September 
to agree on wages and benefits terms to be 
provided by a third-party employer. 

The agreed upon terms will be included 
in a request for proposal (RFP), a for-
mal invitation for bids from third-party 
contractors to operate Capital Metro’s bus 
routes and be responsible for hiring all of 
Capital Metro bus employees. 

The board expects an RFP to be issued 
some time in September with a contractor 
chosen by April 2012. Capital Metro will 
not have any oversight over the contrac-
tor, but the company must meet certain 
performance measures.

Capital Metro’s board decided June 27 
to outsource the employment of all of its 
workers to a private contractor to satisfy 
Senate Bill 650, which became law  
June 17. The law requires that all Capital 
Metro workers—some of whom already 
work for third-party employers and some 
of whom work for a Capital Metro sub-
sidiary—are overseen by the same body 
by Sept. 1, 2012, be it Capital Metro or a 
private contractor.

Under its current structure, about 900, 
or 70 percent, of Capital Metro’s bus work-
ers and maintenance staff are employed by 
StarTran, a Capital Metro subsidiary. The 
other 30 percent are employed by private 
contractors First Transit Inc. and Veolia 
Transportation, which also run about one-
third of the bus routes. 

If the Capital Metro board had decided 
to bring all of the workers in-house, the 
workers would have been required by law 
to give up their right to negotiate wages. 

StarTran has 813 unionized workers 
and 85 non-union employees. Veolia has 
110 union employees and 30 non-union 
employees while First Transit has 180 and 
20, respectively. 

Amalgamated Transit Union Local 
1091, which represents almost all of 
Capital Metro’s union employees, opposed 
bringing the employees in-house. 

Another dozen or so employees belong 
to IUE-CWA Local 86129, a telecommuni-
cations union that supported the in-house 
option. Those employees are respon-
sible for reservations and schedules for 
MetroAccess, Capital Metro’s paratransit 
system.

Outsourcing
In 1972, the City of Austin began transit 

operations under a contract with Ameri-
can Transit Corporation. Capital Metro 
was founded in 1985 to assume the city’s 
existing transit assets. At that time, it also 
got the ATC union contracts, creating a 
sort of legal conundrum. 

However, Texas law prohibits collective 
bargaining by public employees, while 
federal law states that previous collective 
bargaining rights must be honored. The 
solution to satisfying both laws came in 
1991, when Capital Metro created StarTran 
as a nonprofit organization to manage 
its union workers and assume collective 
bargaining duties.

Senate Bill 650 was a result of a review 
last year by the Texas Sunset Advisory 
Committee, which studies government 
agencies to identify waste and inefficien-
cies. A major inefficiency at Capital Metro, 
according to the committee, was the use of 
both a subsidiary management group and 
private contractors. 

If the private contractor is able to nego-
tiate market-value wages, the restructure 
could save the transit authority an esti-
mated $72.3 million by 2020, said Linda 
Watson, Capital Metro president and 
CEO. Those savings would be significantly 
lower if the private contractor is only able 
to negotiate StarTran’s current wages, 
which are higher than those provided by 

First Transit and Veolia but comparable to 
other transit systems, such as the Dallas 
Area Rapid Transit, Watson said.

Union attorney Glenda Pittman said 
she hopes the union workers are able to 
keep their wages and benefits, even if cuts 
would save the transit authority more 
money in the long run.

“They want to save money on the backs 
of workers,” Pittman said.

Union’s wages concerns
For the 813 unionized StarTran employ-

ees, Jay Wyatt, president of ATU Local 
1091, said the concern is that the private 
contractor will not honor their wages and 
benefits unless Capital Metro includes lan-
guage in the RFP that would protect them 
from wage cuts. 

“We’re not willing to give up our collec-
tive bargaining or the wages and benefits 
that we worked so hard to get. We’ve 
earned those wages,” he said.

Prior to the board’s June 27 vote to 
transfer Capital Metro’s StarTran employ-
ment to an outside contractor, about 100 
union workers of ATU Local 1091 pro-
tested outside Capital Metro’s headquar-
ters in East Austin.

Chants of “When workers are under 
attack, what do we do? Fight back!” echoed 
outside. Inside the meeting, workers sang 
“solidarity forever for the union makes us 
strong” to the tune of “The Battle Hymn of 

the Republic.”
According to Pittman, Capital Metro 

promised in 1991—when StarTran was 
created—that if employees were trans-
ferred from one contractor to another, 
the wages and benefits would remain the 
same. 

“If Capital Metro decides to keep its 
promises, then we won’t have a fight,” Pit-
tman said.

If not, she said it is likely that the work-
ers will fight the issue in court. She is not 
sure if striking is an option because of 
strike laws.

The board met with ATU Local 1091 
representatives for seven hours June 24 
but could not agree on what wages and 
benefits terms would be included in the 
RFP. Capital Metro board chairman Mike 
Martinez said he is committed to finding 
common ground.

“I’m willing to continue talking about 
them,” he said. “If we can agree on core 
terms, we can include them in the RFP.”

Board member Ann Stafford added that 
she understands why the union work-
ers are concerned about their wages and 
benefits.

“What we do may not be perfect in 
[their] eyes, but I promise [the union 
workers] we will be perfectly committed 
in everything we do in this process. It is 
not a power play,” she said.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/13824

Master mechanic $26.21 $23.09 N/A $24.53

$23.82 $16.72 N/A $21.463rd class mechanic

$21.53 $18.21 $17.40 $20.97Top bus operator

$15.62 $14.04 $12.20 $18.87Mid bus operator

$12.93 $11.94 $11.33 $15.73Entry-level bus operator

Source: Capital Metro Transit

Transit employee  
wage comparison
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Transportation DART (Dallas)
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Under Capital Metro’s current structure, about 70% of the agency’s 1,230 bus 
workers and maintenance staff are employed by StarTran. The other 30%  
are employed by private contractors First Transit and Veolia Transportation.
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Clarissa G., Health Science
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  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council

July 28, Aug. 4, 18 and 25, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

Travis County, Central Health keep 
historic tax exemptions intact

Citing needs for further study and coor-
dination with the City of Austin, the Travis 
County Commissioners Court voted 3–2 
on June 28 to maintain existing historic 
property tax exemptions for 2011.

At its July 5 meeting, the court voted 
to have Central Health, the former Travis 
County Healthcare District, maintain its 
exemptions for the same reason.

The court plans to coordinate exemp-
tion policies with the City of Austin after a 
lawsuit related to the city’s policy is settled.

Historic residential properties receive 
exemptions on 100 percent of the value of 
improvements and 50 percent on the value 
of the land. 

Officials launch program for small business construction opportunities
The city expanded contract opportuni-

ties July 1 for small businesses by allowing 
them the first opportunity to bid on small 
construction projects.

The Small Business Construction Pro-
gram reserves initial bidding of projects 
less than $50,000 to businesses certified 
as Small Business Enterprises. The city 
anticipates 15 projects annually under the 
program.

In order to qualify, a firm’s average 

gross receipts over the past three years 
cannot exceed $14 million. The threshold 
is determined by the U.S. Small Business 
Administration. 

Firms can apply by submitting either 
an affidavit signed by a certified public 
accountant verifying the firm meets size 
requirements or three previous tax returns 
with an affidavit signed by the owner.

Visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr for 
more information.

Historic homes, including this one on Blanco 
Street, will continue receiving historic property 
exemptions from Travis County and Central Health.

Austin Travis County

Meetings

Citizens learn the inner workings of various city 
departments in three-hour sessions with the 
directors and employees of those departments.
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Program to connect citizens 
with local government  

Mayor Lee Leffingwell and City 
Manager Marc Ott announced June 28 
the third year of the City of Austin’s 
CityWorks Academy program, which 
helps citizens learn the “A to Z” of city 
operations.

Over the course of 11 weeks, citizens 
will be offered a behind-the-scenes look 
at city operations among various city 
departments. The free sessions are led 
by executive team members, department 
directors and various city staff.

The first class will be Sept. 13. The 
sessions are from 6–9 p.m. at various city 
facilities. 

Space in the class is limited to 30 par-
ticipants. Those who are interested may 
apply online by Aug. 8 at  
www.austintexas.gov/cityworks. For 
more information, call 974-2969.

County precinct redistricting on 
Commissioners’ August agenda

In light of new census data, the 
Travis County Commissioners Court is 
expected to adopt a plan for redrawing 
its precincts before Aug. 23.

The court must reconfigure pre-
cinct boundaries to reflect population 
changes. Each precinct must have 
roughly the same population with up to 
10 percent variance. 

The ideal commissioner district com-
prises 256,066 people, according to the 
county’s Office of Intergovernmental 
Relations. To view the proposed plans, 
visit www.co.travis.tx.us/intergovern-
mental_relations/plan_maps.asp.

By Bobby Longoria and Joe Olivieri
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AT THE CAPITOL

After extended session, Lege calls it 
quits with balanced budget
By Marcus Funk

With the state budget fully designed 
and funding plans passed to Governor 
Rick Perry, Austin Republicans said this 
June’s surprise special session has been an 
overall success. 

But what caught the most attention were 
two prominent GOP priorities sputtering 
to an argumentative death in the session’s 
waning hours—arguments which became 
more frustrated as deadline after deadline 
continued to pass.

The Lege’s highest priority, said fresh-
man Rep. Paul Workman, R-Austin, was 
to balance the state budget without raising 
taxes. The Legislature did that, but it took 
longer than expected; a spartan budget 
plan was passed in May along party lines, 
but it took an impromptu special session 
to solidify funding mechanisms deter-
mining how funding for health care and 
public education would be divided. Of 
special note is a bill granting more fiscal 
flexibility to local school districts, which 
will be allowed to reduce pay of teachers 
and administrators or institute furloughs 
instead of layoffs.

“All of those things, I think, were 
important to complete the entire package 
for the budget and get us on firm footing Comment at more.impactnews.com/13822

for the coming biennium,” Workman said. 
“We’ve got some issues we’ll have to deal 
with next time, there’s no question about 
it, and I think that the theme of the next 
biennium will be different than the theme 
this time.” 

What was left undone were conservative 
initiatives on so-called “sanctuary cities,” 
or municipalities with lax enforcement 
policies concerning undocumented immi-
grants, as well as a bill banning invasive 
pat-downs by Transportation Security 
Administration officials at airports. Sup-
porters of the bill called the pat-downs 
akin to groping. Both disintegrated in 
the final days and hours as Republican 
leaders in the House and Senate could not 
agree on dueling versions and conflicting 
amendments which had been added to 
each bill.

Republicans were united on the sanctu-
ary cities bill in principle but had different 
minds concerning the TSA bill. A week 
before the session ended, House Speaker 
Joe Straus, R-San Antonio, publicly called 
the bill a publicity stunt after the House 
failed to reach a quorum to discuss it; 
on the final day, Rep. David Simpson, 
R-Longview, gave a highly critical speech 

of House leadership and the failure of the 
TSA bill. Both bills were added midway 
through the special session by Gov. Rick 
Perry; originally, only the funding mecha-
nisms had been mentioned. 

Many Democrats said both bills were a 
distraction. A Democratic filibuster in the 
Senate forced a special session, and Demo-
crats had hoped to use the special session 
to secure additional funding for public 
schools and public education.  
Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin, said she 
was disappointed in the Lege’s special 

session direction.
“In my opinion, we could’ve done a 

better job using this time to actually 
improve what we’re doing for public edu-
cation,” Howard said. “I’m on record as 
saying these additional bills are political 
posturing. These are strictly emergency 
issues in terms of creating campaign fod-
der for the governor’s potential national 
campaign. They have nothing to do with 
any emergency in terms of our state 
government.”
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Donna Howard, D-Austin, (left) said she felt the Legislature spent too much time on pet issues—such as the 
TSA bill —as part of the special session, when more time could have been devoted to education.
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please call Heidi Doering at 512.313.4110 
or visit www.concordia.edu/EIL
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Boundaries of North Austin’s District 1 and 3 to increase

Source: Austin ISD
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Austin ISD 
Illustrative Plan 2

Current districts

Proposed districts

The largest border change is 
between districts 5 and 7. 

All districts show border 
changes except District 2.  

Two options for redrawing AISD’s map of school board districts

Austin ISD 
Illustrative Plan 1

EDUCATION

By Kate Hull 
The Austin Independent School 

District must redraw its school board 
districts to reflect new census data, and 
districts 1 and 3 in North Austin are in 
for change. The redistricting will not 
affect where students go to school; how-
ever, it will affect trustee member votes 
for the next decade.

On Aug. 22, the AISD board of trustees 
will vote on one of two redistricting plan 
maps based on a final report compiled 
from attorneys and public input gathered 
since June. 

The idea behind redistricting is to bal-
ance the populations of single-member 
districts, said David Mendez, an attorney 
with Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta 
LLP, the law firm helping AISD redistrict. 

The law firm handled AISD’s 2001 
redistricting and has worked in the field 
for more than 30 years.

Mendez and his firm, along with 
input from each district’s representative, 
created the two plans that achieve the 
required population changes. 

“Each time the census is released, the 
political subdivision must examine the 
population of the various territories of its 
districts and, if the populations are out of 
balance—either under or over—then the 
entity must redraw the boundaries of that 
territory,” he said.

Historic redistricting laws are based on 
the “one person, one vote” requirement.

In order to have a balanced district, 
exact equal populations are not required, 
but there cannot be more than a 10 
percent difference in total population 
between the most- and least-populated 
trustee districts.

For example, Mendez said if a school 
district has 1,000 people with 10 

AISD board redistricting to 
realign representative vote

single-member districts, each district’s 
ideal population size would be 100 
people.

The least-populated district could have 
no less than 95 people, and the most-
populated district could have no more 
than 105 people. 

Redrawing District 1
District 1, represented by trustee 

Cheryl Bradley, is the only AISD district 
with a historically majority African-
American population. 

Plans 1 and 2 are the same when it 
comes to changing the boundaries of Dis-
trict 1, which will receive added portions 
of Maplewood Elementary and Graham 

Elementary east of I-35 to the northern 
AISD boundary no matter how the board 
votes on Aug. 22.

Redrawing District 3
In Plan 1, District 3 would receive 

Ridgetop Elementary and portions of 
Lee, Maplewood and Blanton elementary 
schools and move a portion of Summitt 
Elementary School to District 4. The 
southern boundary would extend to 38th 
Street and take in the southern portion of 
Pillow Elementary School. 

In Plan 2, District 3 is the same as the 
first plan; however, the district would not 
include the Pillow Elementary School 
population. 

Jim Walker, a member of Austin’s 
Mueller Commission and a Cherrywood 
resident for more than 15 years, raised 
questions during the board’s June 20 
hearing regarding the changes to the 
Mueller development, located off Air-
port Boulevard and I-35 in East Austin. 
Walker said the board should try to “keep 
Mueller in District 1” rather than split 
the district between districts 1 and 3. 

“The most difficult challenge was in 
how to rebalance the historically African-
American district in the city without 
adversely affecting the African-American 
community,” Mendez said. “Bradley was 
very involved with looking at the terri-
tory, and we did the best we could given 
the limited population.”

Redrawing districts 5 and 7
In the proposed redistricting, the biggest 

changes are within districts 5 and 7.
In Plan 1, the largest change would 

involve moving the Travis County neigh-
borhoods and parts of western Oak Hill 
into District 5. 

In Plan 2, District 5 would take away 
a more central region of districts 6 and 7 
alongside Brodie Lane down to Slaughter 
Lane. The district would include all of Bar-
ton Hills Elementary School and portions 
of Zilker, Sunset Valley, Boone, Cowan, 
Kocurek and Casey elementary schools. 

On Aug. 8, the trustees are scheduled to 
receive a presentation from Mendez based 
on trustee and public input. 

Comment at more.impactnews.com/13821
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Which body type 
are you? Medical Weight Loss 

& Detoxification Program

Dr. Kristy Clinton & Dr. Tracie Schwab

Learn about a new 
solution to weight loss resistance.
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Dr. Kristy Clinton & Dr. Tracie Schwab
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Charter
Continued from | 1

director of the Texas Charter 
School Association.

Charter schools are not allowed 
to charge tuition nor can they 
receive local tax money or federal 
funding for facilities or debt. 

To fill the gap, dedicated fun-
draisers court donors or money 
that would otherwise be spent on 
students is spent on real estate, 
Dunn said.

This, however, is changing. 

A change in the law
The 82nd Texas Legislature 

passed a bill June 28 that will 
enable charter school expansion 
by giving the schools access to 
the state’s permanent school fund 
and allowing them to earn a AAA 
rating for construction bonds, 
which lowers the interest rate 
paid by the bond issuer. 

The highest bond rating a 
charter had received prior to the 
legislation was BBB+. On a $40 
million bond issuance, the AAA 
rating would have saved that 
charter $1.5 million in interest 
payments, Dunn said.

Also on June 28, the Texas Leg-
islature voted to have the House 
General Investigating Committee 
review the business practices of 
charter schools, particularly how 
they fund construction projects 
by issuing bonds.

The investigation was prompted 
by a recent New York Times arti-
cle that suggested that Harmony 
Public Schools, founded by Turk-
ish immigrants, favored Turkish-
owned companies for construc-
tion projects. By law, charter 
schools, like any other public 
institution, are required to use a 
competitive bidding process. 

In a statement released in 
response to the article, Soner 
Tarim, superintendent and CEO 
of Harmony Public Schools, said: 

“Harmony Public Schools do not 
discriminate on the basis of gen-
der, national origin, ethnicity, 
religion, or disability in its pro-
grams, employment, admissions 
or selection of vendor. A range 
of factors, including price, prod-
uct availability and demonstrated 
ability to deliver are evaluated 
in selecting vendors, and all the 
criteria for ‘best value’ have to be 
met, not just low price.”

To build the political science 
school in Northwest Austin, 
Harmony hired Solidarity Con-
tracting, which has an affiliation 
with the Texas Turkish-American 
Chamber of Commerce, accord-
ing to its website.

The New York Times article also 
suggested that Harmony had ties 
to a Turkish Islamic movement, 
which Tarim also denied. He said 
he welcomed the legislature to 
look into Harmony’s curriculum 
to ensure that it is wholly secular.

Rise of the charters
Travis County has 14 charter 

school systems with 39 campuses 
and a total enrollment of more 
than 6,140 students, a 42 per-
cent increase during the past five 
years. 

“If you look at the world today, 
it’s very global, very competitive,” 
Coskuner said. “For a long time, 
I think America has benefited 
from its position in the world, 
and I think that’s gone. Students 
need to really think more criti-
cally sooner.”

Coskuner said the reason more 
parents are choosing charter 
schools is twofold.

The first reason is the school’s 
size: about 300–500 students. The 
student-to-teacher ratio is about 
10- or 12-to-1, and teachers know 
the names of almost every student, 
not just in his or her class, but 
throughout the entire school.

The second reason is expecta-
tions of students. Being accepted 

into a four-year college is one 
requirement to graduate from 
Harmony, which also boasts a zero 
percent dropout rate.

Additionally, charter schools 
provide an educational alternative 
for students in low-income areas, 
said Evelyn Nazro, director of 
development and external affairs 
for Austin’s Knowledge In Power 
Program, a charter school system. 
About 93 percent of KIPP Austin’s 
students are economically disad-
vantaged, meaning they qualify for 

a free or reduced-cost meal plan. 
Although it has a different 

mission, KIPP, like Harmony, is 
expanding. The system is open-
ing up its fifth Austin location in 
August, and in the next six years, 
it plans to have 10 schools serving 
5,000 East Austin children. 

KIPP board chairman Jack 
Cardwell said that Texas’ thriving 
charter school system is provid-
ing parents disenchanted by public 
education an attractive option. 

“[KIPP is] about empowering 

Statistics on two Austin charter school systems

Harmony Public Schools – Austin

KIPP Austin Public School

Campuses Teachers* Students* Students on
waiting list

•	The University of Texas system
•	Texas A&M University
•	Schreiner University

•	Texas State University 
•	St. Mary’s University
•	Austin Community College

*Data for the 2010–11 school year

Top college choicesTop college choices

Harmony and KIPP are two public charter systems that opened their first Austin campus in 2002. Both are opening their fifth 
campus in August. The difference between the two lies in their missions: Harmony emphasizes math, science and technology while 
KIPP serves children from lower-income families in East Austin.
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kids and giving them the power 
to lead and take accountability to 
change their lives,” he said.

Dunn said he thinks there is a 
growing sense that the traditional 
school system is not meeting the 
needs of all students.

“There’s a lot of parents out there 
who feel like they need additional 
opportunities, avenues, schools 
with specific missions to better 
serve individual needs of their stu-
dents,” he said. 

Harmony School of Political Science and Communication

Sources: Harmony Public Schools, KIPP Austin Public Schools
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These garden homes, located in an established community, are now 
available for individual sale.

• Single level ground fl oor homes

• Surrounded by large oak trees

2 Bedroom homes from 
$89,500!

Braker Ln.

Parmer Ln.
Duval Rd.

183

360 1

Arboretum
Domain

4902 Duval Rd.

Listed by Phil Trietsch, Realtor
512.632.0004
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Jollyville
Continued from | 1

Source: Watershed Protection Department

Source: Watershed Protection Department
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Transmission main shaft
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Watershed Protection Department and an 
outside environmental consultant—gave 
the design of the transmission main its 
stamp of approval, allowing plans for con-
struction of the main to move forward. 

For the past year and a half, the com-
missioning team, led by Chuck Lesn-
iak, environmental policy manager at 
the Watershed Protection Department, 
has been working with designer Black & 
Veatch to ensure that the blueprints for 
the transmission main meet certain envi-
ronmental standards.

Austin Water Utility is funding construc-
tion of WTP4 with bonds that will later be 
paid with Austin Water Utility revenue, said 
Greg Meszaros, director of Austin Water 
Utility. Construction of the transmission 
main is expected to cost about $100 million. 

The other two major sections of the 
WTP4—a raw water intake facility in Lake 
Travis and the treatment plant at RM 620 
and Bullick Hollow Road—are already 
under construction. The plant should be 
functioning by 2014.

“The [transmission main] is really a 
much simpler system” than the treat-
ment plant or the raw water intake facility, 
Lesniak said. “At the end of the day, this is 
just a pipe that you put water in one end 
and it feeds by gravity and comes out at 
the other end.”

Complications arise when factoring in 
the environment and the Jollyville Pla-
teau Salamander, a two-inch-long, mud-
colored creature with feathery gills that is 
awaiting an endangered species listing.

Environmental concerns
The Jollyville Transmission Main will run 

underneath the Upper Bull Creek Unit of 
the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve, which 
slopes downward from the Jollyville Plateau, 
where the treatment plant is being built. 

Just below the surface, a network of spring 
water, some of the cleanest in the city, trick-
les through the porous limestone at the rate 
of tens of feet per day. This water feeds the 
area’s creeks and provides a home for the Jol-
lyville Plateau Salamander.

What has groups like the Save Our 
Springs Alliance concerned is the very real 
threat that construction of the main poses to 
the vitality of this network.

“With some springs, if you were to cut a 
couple of the key [flowpaths], you might kill 
the spring. It might just dry up and go away,” 
Lesniak said. “If you dry [them up] or you 
reduce their flow, you reduce the amount of 
habitat for salamanders.” 

Eleven sites where salamanders have 
been spotted are within 300 feet of the 
proposed transmission main, and 52 are 
within 1 mile, according to a groundwater 
assessment by the city’s hydrology consul-
tant, Daniel B. Stephens & Associates.

But when it comes to the salamanders, 
the foremost problem is not the actual 
transmission main, which will be located 
hundreds of feet underground, where 

there is little to no water. Rather, it is the 
four shafts, vertical pipes 20 feet to 40 feet 
in diameter that will be bored down to the 
transmission main at various locations to 
excavate material during construction. 

If one of the shafts intercepts a spring’s 
flowpath and the water is not able to find a 
new conduit, the result could be detrimen-
tal. 

“It’s a really small system … It does not 
take much de-watering or diverting of 
flowpaths to have springs disappear either 
permanently or for extended periods of 
time with real consequences to the sala-
mander,” said Bill Bunch, director of the 
Save Our Springs Alliance. 

A new approach
That doesn’t mean the city is not going 

to take a stab at it. The designers have cre-
ated permeable rings made primarily of 
gravel that will wrap around the metal 
shaft. In theory, these rings would allow 
the water to continue to flow by giving it 
an alternate channel. 

At the Four Points area shaft, located 
at the intersection of RM 2222 and River 
Place Boulevard, the designers anticipate 
using at least five rings. Other shafts are 
expected to require less.

Permeable rings have never been used 
in this application as far as the environ-
mental commissioning team knows, but 
the concept can be found in horizontal 
trenches dug for local utility lines. 

“We just took the idea and turned it on 
its side,” Lesniak said. 

He assures that the design of the rings is 
not complicated. 

“One thing engineers will always tell 
you is simpler is always better,” he said. 

Bunch disagrees: “Maybe no one has 
ever tried this before because it just 
shouldn’t be done,” he told the city’s Envi-
ronmental Board, which advises the Aus-
tin City Council, in June.

The no-turning-back point
In recent years, the Austin Water Util-

ity has been beset by lawsuits, filed by the 
Save Our Springs Alliance and residents 
of the Spicewood Springs neighborhood, 
located adjacent to one of the shaft sites. 
But not since November 2010, when 
council approved the bulk of spending 
(about $360 million to be allocated for 
construction) in a 4–3 vote, has the fiscal 
and environmental wisdom of the project 
been so publicly debated.

Bringing it back to the forefront was the 
June 18 Austin City Council runoff elec-
tion for Place 3 between Kathie Tovo and 
Randi Shade. Prior to being elected, Tovo 
said that she would have voted in opposi-
tion to the plant. Shade was the hinge vote 
that in 2010 put in motion the allocation 
of funds. 

Mayor Lee Leffingwell, Mayor Pro Tem 
Sheryl Cole and Councilman Mike Marti-
nez have traditionally voted in favor of the 
project; Councilwoman Laura Morrison 
and Councilmen Chris Riley and Bill Spel-
man generally comprise the opposition.

With Tovo on the council, some have 
questioned whether the project could be 
stopped. Of the nearly $300 million already 
under contract, almost half has been paid 
out, and Tovo more recently stated that the 
decision is not as clear-cut as it once was.  

“ ... I will protect the taxpayers’ invest-
ment,” she wrote on her website shortly 
before the run-off. “Should the question 
come before the City Council again, please 
be assured that I will evaluate all informa-
tion and seek to understand the full eco-
nomic and legal implications before cast-
ing any vote.”

The Water Utility said that WTP4 is a 
systematic solution to clean water delivery 
over the next century. 

“We believe it is in the best interest of the 
community over the long run to complete 
the project, but we are at the will of the 
council,” Meszaros said.

Lesniak also said that he is at the com-
mand of City Council, but added: “It 
would be like building a house and halfway 
through, questioning whether you should 
finish it or  not. The foundation is already 
there.”
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Jollyville Plateau Salamander sighting

Jollyville Transmission Main

Water Treatment Plant 4 (WTP4)

Four Points Area Shaft

Parks and Recreation Department Shaft

Jollyville Reservoir

Jollyville Plateau Salamander 
Discovered in 2000, the Jollyville Plateau 
Salamander is expected to be listed as an 
endangered species within two years.

Jollyville Transmission Main route
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Kevin Wood Landscapes
Design and build firm adapts to environment

Kevin Wood loves getting 
his hands dirty. 

It is what prompted 
him to switch from assembling 
computer parts to starting his 
own landscaping company, 
Kevin Wood Landscapes, in 
1989.

With the help of his team of 
15 employees at the company’s 
Northwest Austin headquarters, 
Wood designs and builds gar-
dens, pools, waterfalls, hard-
scapes, patios and outdoor kitch-
ens for homeowners, focusing on 
native plants and xeriscaping.

“[The native plants] work well 
here; why fight it?” he said.

Wood got his start with the 
help of his wife and business 
partner, Sheryl McLaughlin, host 
of KLBJ’s “The Austin Gardener 
with Sheryl McLaughlin” radio 
program on Sunday mornings. 
At the time, she was designing 
landscapes but had trouble get-
ting people interested in install-
ing them.

That is where Wood came in 
because he can “build almost 
anything,” he said, and had 
always worked for himself, put-
ting to good use his degree in 
business management from The 
University of Texas. 

In addition to his use of native 
plants, Wood has made a name 
for himself incorporating plants 
that can adapt to Austin’s humid 
subtropical climate. These 
include certain types of palm 
trees, yellow bells, blackfoot dai-
sies and the brilliant gold-tipped 
orange-red Pride of Barbados 
flower.

“If we have a hot, dry year, 
these are the star performers,” 
Wood said.

About 95 percent of Wood’s 
residential clients live west of 
MoPac where one of the other 
local landscaping challenges 
resides: deer. 

In these areas, Wood typically 
plants deer-resistant plants such 
as indigo spires and black and 

blue sage.
“Sometimes I’ll sneak in a 

rose, but I’ll surround it by gar-
lic,” he said.

Ben Carter, who has worked 
for Wood for one year as the 
landscape architect, said home-
owners in Austin are open to 
thinking outside the box. 

“People are willing to be 
adventurous,” he said.

Austin resident Christine Ray 
recently hired Wood to design 
and build the landscape for her 
new home.

“I was really impressed with 
the way he understood the 
topography,” she said. “We have 
a lot of slopes [in the yard].”

Wood installed a hardscape 
and the sprinkler system and 
planted grass, trees and hun-
dreds of plants and flowers. Ray 
said the job took nine months to 
complete.

“He took a lot of pride in his 
work,” Ray said. “It was a reflec-
tion of him.”

Owner Kevin Wood started  
his business by bringing to 
life his wife’s landscaping 

designs. 

 Wood designs hardscapes for walkways, 
ponds and waterfalls.

 Wood is known for his use of native plants.

Kevin Wood Landscapes
7319 McNeil Drive
250-9004
www.kevinwoodlandscapes.com
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Justin Gingers
• Oat flour, brown rice 

flour, water, honey, 
vegetable oil, egg, 
ground ginger, bak-
ing soda, cinnamon, 
ground cloves

Banana Janas
• Oat flour, brown rice 

flour, whole banana, 
rolled oats, oat bran, 
egg, cinnamon, water

Bentley’s homemade biscuits 

Cusimano’s homemade treats are named after friends.

Bentley’s Biscuits and Bones 
Bakery and boutique in one (pink) shop

Walking into Bentley’s 
Biscuits and Bones, 
an all-things-dog 

boutique owned by Michelle 
Cusimano, it becomes clear very 
quickly who the store’s namesake 
is. 

Hanging on the pink walls 
are canvas prints of a yellow lab, 
looking at the camera with big, 
chocolate-colored eyes.

“He is my baby,” said Cusi-
mano, as she pets Bentley, her 
dog.

Cusimano opened Bentley’s in 
2010 after spending 15 years in 
marketing. The store is stocked 
with premium dog food and 
specialized canine items such as 
toys, clothes, organic shampoos, 
carriers and collars. 

“I know most people think that 
for an independent retailer, the 
prices are going to be really high, 
but I try to keep the prices rea-
sonable. I price everything where 
I would be comfortable buying it 
at a store,” Cusimano said.

But what Bentley’s is best 
known for—and what makes it 
stand out from the big-box pet 
stores—are the dog treats and 
made-to-order birthday cakes 
baked by Cusimano in the rear of 
the store. 

“I have many passions. One 
of them is animals, both of my 
degrees are in marketing, and 
I like to bake. So I just decided 
to combine all of [them] and 
do something I really enjoyed,” 
Cusimano said.

Many of the renovations and 
additions to the space, such as 
the refurbished register counter 
and new display shelves, were 
built by Cusimano’s husband, 
Mike. 

“It was very cost-efficient for 
someone who is trying to open a 
business,” she said.

Mike, a Realtor, also found 
the space at the Anderson Arbor 
shopping center, located on the 
corner of US 183 and Anderson 
Mill Road, close to where the 

couple lives. 
Since moving to Austin nine 

years ago, Cusimano has lived 
in the Northwest Austin area, 
and she is hoping to foster local 
clientele. 

To do this, Cusimano orga-
nizes events and has created a 
rewards program. Every other 
month, Cusimano hosts an 
after-work “Yappy Hour,” at 
which dogs and their owners 
can socialize; customers who 
buy a Bentley’s T-shirt or hat 
and wear it into the store get a 10 
percent discount on their entire 
purchase, which is particularly 
popular among customers who 
also have a dog named Bentley, 
Cusimano said.

But it is her Bentley that may 
be among the luckiest. Not only 
does he get to spend almost all 
day in a store named after him, 
but he is also Cusimano’s guinea 
pig for new baked treats. 

“I try everything on him 
first,” she said.

Manager Liz Getterman and 
owner Michelle Cusimano 

(right) sell all-natural  
items for dogs. 

Bentley’s Biscuits and Bones
13359 N. US 183, Ste. 405
918-3900 • www.bentleysaustin.com 
Mon.–Tue. 1:30–6:30 p.m.; Wed.–Fri. 10:30 
a.m.–6:30 p.m.; Sat.–Sun. 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
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Pond Springs R
d.

183

Anderson Mill Rd.

12401 Hymeadow Bldg. 5  Austin TX 78750 (Across from Westwood High School)
512-250-8225 • www.alanschauerdds.com

Alan Schauer, DDS
Matthew Lucero, DMD Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Restore a smile in as little as a day with DENTAL IMPLANTS
• Digital X-Rays using 90% less radiation than traditional X-Rays
• Beautiful Veneers or Invisalign Clear Braces - create Beautiful Smiles
• Magnifi cation and Laser Assisted Cavity Detection and Soft Tissue laser to treat gum disease more effectively
• Several oral surgeons refer patients only to Dr. Schauer to rebuild the smile/teeth after surgery. They trust  him to make their 

patients look incredible.
• Serving the community for over 20 years

$99 
Teeth Whitening Special

Mention this ad for powerful, professional teeth whitening. ($365 value)
Cannot be combined with other offers. No cash value. 

Expires 08/31/11. See our website for additional offers.

Bring in this ad for

$100 OFF 
your First Treatment 

with completion of New Patient Comprehensive Exam.
Cannot be combined with other offers.  Expires 08/31/11

Invisalign screening and X-Rays 

$150 
- then $200 off Invisalign Treatment

(Offer doesn’t include cleaning but you can add cleaning for additional $82.00) 
Expires 08/31/11
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DINING

Freda’s Seafood Grille
Menu built on fresh surf, turf and comfort 

W alking into Freda’s Seafood 
Grille—a softly lit dining 
room with vaulted ceilings and 

decorated with sculptures and tropical 
plants—some may feel under-dressed.

But owner Freda Cheng assures that 
there is no reason to be intimidated.

“I want people to know this is a fun 
and comfortable place, dressed up or 
down,” she said.

Cheng arrived to the United States in 
1969 with her mother and three brothers. 
Inspired by her mother’s success in the 
restaurant business, Cheng set out to do 
the same.

After owning The Melting Pot on 38th 
Street in downtown Austin and Ori-
ent Square in Georgetown for 19 years, 
Cheng wanted to open a restaurant based 
around fresh, healthy seafood and one of 
Texas’ signature foods: steak. 

She took into account her surround-
ings and incorporated a Southwestern 
flair, which can be seen in the shrimp 
quesadilla appetizer—grilled shrimp 
with melted cheese, caramelized onions 
and spinach—and then added a hint of 
Cajun. The menu features Southern clas-
sics, such as seafood gumbo and bour-
bon pasta made with blackened shrimp, 
andouille sausage, mushrooms and 
crawfish, tossed in a creme sauce. 

Other appetizers that straddle the 
fence between genres include the crab-
stuffed avocados and buttermilk fried 
oysters served with a remoulade dipping 
sauce

The seafood, from trout to sea bass, is 

delivered fresh daily from local provid-
ers. Standout dishes include a pecan-
crusted tilapia smothered in crawfish 
pesto sauce and a sushi-grade ahi tuna, 
lightly seared and served with wasabi 
and pickled ginger.

Pasta, paella and chicken entrees and 
hand-cut, char-grilled Black Angus 
steak, aged at least 21 days for flavor, 
round out the menu. Topping it off is 
Freda’s signature bread pudding, driz-
zled with a caramel and white chocolate 
sauce.

Brunch, served on Sunday from  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., features a custom 
omelet station and a buffet loaded with 
breakfast staples such as bacon and pan-
cakes. Also available are $3.50 mimosas, 
$7 tall bloody Marys or $10 all-you-can-
drink mimosas. 

While Cheng’s menu is fashioned for 
a date night or business lunch, she said 
her goal is to create an atmosphere where 
people want to just “hang out.” 

The restaurant features a full bar with 
a lengthy wine list and specialty cocktails 
available at a reduced price during the 
daily happy hour from 4 to 7 p.m. 

Every Thursday, diners can pick up a 
few salsa moves with free lessons starting 
at 8 p.m. and partake in happy hour pric-
ing until 10 p.m.

On Friday and Saturday, Freda’s hosts 
live jazz or soft rock music starting at 
6:30 p.m.

“When I opened the restaurant, I didn’t 
want it to be stuffy,” she said. “I wanted it 
to be affordable and welcoming.”

By Taylor Short

Freda’s signature bread pudding drizzled with 
caramel and white chocolate sauces ($6.75)

Ten-ounce Black Angus New York strip steak, 
grilled to order ($19.95; lunch $15.95)

Lightly hand-breaded calamari, fried golden 
brown, served with spicy marinara sauce ($8.95)

Lightly seared sushi-grade ahi tuna, served with 
sesame ginger soy sauce ($17.95; lunch $14.95)

Freda’s Seafood Grille, owned by Freda Cheng, is nearing its 10th year in business. 

Daily prix fixe lunch menu – choice of soup or salad, entree and dessert ($15.95)

•	Soup/salad: seafood gumbo, garden salad, ceasar salad
•	Entree: pecan-crusted tilapia, Black Angus steak burger, grilled shrimp, bourbon pasta, 

catfish and coconut shrimp
•	Dessert: white chocolate bread pudding, creme brulee, key lime pie

Freda’s Seafood Grille
10903 Pecan Park Blvd.
506-8700
www.fredasseafoodgrille.com
Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. , Fri.–Sat.  
11 a.m.–11 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
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Pecan Park Blvd.

Ridgeline Blvd.

THE

LEADING REIN
RIDING EQUIPMENT • SUPPLIES • SERVICE

Tues. - Fri. 9:30am-5:30pm • Saturday 10am-4pm
2000A Picadilly Dr. Round Rock, TX 78664
www.theleadingrein.com • theleadingrein@gmail.com

512-458-6637

10% OFF
purchases up to $100

Bring ad in to receive discount
Excludes Saddles •  Expires 8/26/11

20% OFF
purchases over $200

Bring ad in to receive discount
Excludes Saddles •  Expires 8/26/11

We now sell Nutrena Feed

15% OFF
purchases of $100 - $200

Bring ad in to receive discount
Excludes Saddles •  Expires 8/26/11
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Dr. Alan Schauer has many causes 
“close to his heart,” he said. Educa-
tion, cancer and domestic violence 

all touch him or his seven-person staff in 
one way or another. So the dentist, who has 
worked from his Northwest Austin office 
on Hymeadow Drive for 18 years, makes it 
his mission to address each of these issues 
on a local level. 

This month, Schauer (pronounced 
“shower”) is putting the finishing touches 
on a full-mouth reconstruction for a victim 
of domestic violence referred to him by the 
American Cosmetic Dentistry Association. 

Over the course of her three-year recon-
struction, Mary Cirilli has required tens of 
thousands of dollars of dental work, all of 
which has been donated by Schauer and his 
staff. The story is so compelling that Cirilli 
will be featured on Discovery Channel in 
October.

“What’s great is seeing not just the 
change in her smile, but the change in her 
personality. She is much more confident, 
much more outgoing,” said Tim Davis, 
a dental hygienist who has worked for 
Schauer for 16 years.

With the project nearly complete, 
Schauer and his team are turning their 
attention to education. For the 2011–12 
school year, he has set up a $1,000 college 
scholarship to go to an area high school 
student. 

“With all the cutbacks to education and 
issues with education, it just made sense,” 
he said. “We are looking for someone who 
is strong scholastically and involved in the 
community, but also who could really use 
the money.”

Schauer is coordinating primarily with 
Round Rock ISD school officials to spread 

Alan Schauer said he decided to become a dentist because of the opportunity to help people.

the word about the scholarship because 
“that is the community that I serve,” he 
said. 

This fall, Schauer is launching another 
charity program: the donation of custom-
ized sports mouthguards, which typically 
cost $200–$500 each, for a boys’ program 
and a girls’ program. 

He has agreed to do the mouthguards for 
the Westwood High School football team 
and is still looking for a girls’ program. 

“Because we treat so many patients that 
have traumatic injuries from sports, and 
we’re always putting teeth back in and fix-
ing teeth or doing implants because people 
are losing teeth,” we thought it would be a 
good idea, Schauer said. 

He recently purchased a machine that 
laboratories use to make the mouthguards 
on-site, lowering the cost of production.  

Schauer’s goodwill 
has spread through-
out the office. Dental 
assistant and cancer 
survivor Marty Heil-
man began last year 
donating her own 
artwork for auction 
to benefit the Susan 
G. Komen Foundation, and each year 
Schauer and the entire office participate in 
the Walk For the Cure. Together, the team 
raised $5,000 for Schauer’s hairdresser’s 
daughter, who was diagnosed with cancer, 
and, lacking health insurance, was strug-
gling with the medical costs. 

But how, with the health care reform 
putting financial pressure on medical pro-
viders, is Schauer able to do all this? 

For him, it is about priorities. “There is 
always going to be someone less fortunate 
that needs your help,” he said. 

Alan Schauer, D.D.S.
12401 Hymeadow Drive
Bldg. 5 
250-8225 
www.alanschauerdds.com

By Sara Behunek

Alan Schauer
Northwest Austin dentist 
does good on a local level 

ICON

“There’s always 
going to be 

someone less 
fortunate.”
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Interested in a Bachelor  
of Science in Nursing?

Whether you are an  
RN, college graduate,  
or beginning college,  
we have the program  
to fit your needs.

Locations in  
Round Rock and  
Bryan-College Station.

979.436.0110 
nursing.tamhsc.edu



22 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition

Zebra Imaging specialists manipulate the image 
using the company’s proprietary software. This  
image is of Austin Museaum of Art-Laguna Gloria.

Zebra Imaging staff oversee the operation of seven 
holographic printing machines.

After being baked, plastic sheets imprinted with 
holographic data are laminated. 
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TECHNOLOGY REPORT

Zebra Imaging
Local tech company gives images third dimension

Zebra Imaging co-founder Michael Klug wanted to base the company in Boston, but his two business 
partners, both of whom lived in Houston, couldn’t bear the cold. They ended up compromising on Austin.

Michael Klug spends his days 
addressing what he calls “the 
visualization problem.” 

“The visualization problem is that we 
live in a 3-D world, and a lot of things 
that we need to do from the standpoint 
of protecting ourselves or from the 
standpoint of designing things are inher-
ently 3-D,” he said. 

Zebra Imaging —started in 1996 by 
Klug and two of his former classmates at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, Mark Holzbach and Alejandro Ferd-
man—makes holographic 3-D images 
that do not require glasses to view. 

The applications for this technology, 
which was pioneered by Hungarian-
British electrical engineer Dennis Gabor 
in 1947, are almost endless. Architects, 
city planners, doctors—all of these fields 
are constantly facing the “visualization 
problem.”

However, the product’s defense 

application is what has essentially built 
Klug’s business. The U.S. Army is one of 
Zebra Imaging’s biggest clients, and over 
the years, the company has sent at least 
10,000 prints oversees, said Callie Bailey, 
product marketing manager.

But after years of printing maps of 
Middle Eastern cities and mountain ter-
rains, Klug’s new goal is to expand the 
technology to the business-to-business 
sector.

“I’d like to see a broader set of appli-
cations, broader markets being served 
by the technology and products than it 
currently is,” he said. “But having [our] 
product used in a practical application is 
already fulfilling a milestone.”

From the business-to-business sector, 
holographic technology could eventually 
go straight to the consumer, Bailey said.

“Google now has all those street views, 
and I think pretty soon we will have 3-D 
environments,” she said.

By Sara Behunek

Digital imaging
Holographic images are created with 
digital or digitized data. That data could be 
captured by a digital camera, created in a 
computer-aided design program (CAD) or 
collected with a LIDAR, or light detection 
and ranging, instrument. LIDAR data is 
gathered by scanning an object with a 
specific laser that calculates the distance 
to the surface of an object and creates a 
memory of the image. That information 
is then inputted into Zebra’s proprietary 
computer visualization program, where it 
can be adjusted and prepared for printing. 

Holographic printing
The machine that prints the holographic 
image looks just like a regular paper 
printer—only bigger. The difference 
between the holographic printer and a 
traditional printer is that instead of putting 
ink down onto a surface, the holographic 
printer does the equivalent of what a DVD 
writer does: It burns a tiny pattern into a 
piece of plastic. This tiny pattern, called 
hogel by hogel, or holographic element by 
holographic element, contains at least a 
megabyte of data in each square. 

Baking and laminating
After the hogels are burned into the plastic 
sheet, the sheet is placed into an industrial 
oven and baked at 120 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Once the data is completely sealed into the 
plastic sheet, it is set out to cool. Finally, 
the sheet is laminated using a traditional 
laminating machine. The entire process—
from printing to baking and laminating—
takes about two and a half hours. When 
Zebra Imaging made its first commercial 
hologram for Ford in 1998, the process took 
about six months. 

Zebra Imaging
9801 Metric Blvd., Ste. 200
251-5100
www.zebraimaging.com
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Austin ChAmber of CommerCe  
northwest business CounCil presents the tAste of north Austin

Join us for the Taste of North Austin!

Excite your senses with some of the finest food North Austin has 
to offer at this Northwest Business Council networking event. 
Northwest area food and beverage vendors will be showcasing 
their unique and delicious offerings. 
You won’t want to miss out on the great food and 
door prizes.....your taste buds (and your rolodex) will thank you!

Tuesday, August 9, 2011
11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Concordia University
11400 Concordia University Drive

Austin, Texas 78726
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CORRIDOR

Mesa Drive

Mesa Drive between Spicewood Springs 
and Steck Avenue is a brief stretch that 
is filled with small businesses. In a short 
distance, residents can enjoy a meal, 
pick up dry cleaning or have their nails 
and hair done.

Religious

1   St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
sits on 6.5 acres at 8134 Mesa Drive. 
The campus includes the sanctuary, 
offices, parish hall, chapel and bell 
tower. The church has 1,200 members. 
St. Matthew’s Day School uses the 
education building for its 150 students. 
345-8314, www.stmattsaustin.org

Restaurant

2   Mirabelle Restaurant, 8127 Mesa 
Drive, Ste. A-100, serves an array of 
cuisine ranging from Asian to French. 
Michael Vilim opened the restaurant 
about 12 years ago. Many patrons visit 
Mirabelle for its duck sausage gumbo, 
manager Catherine Haffner said.  
346-7900, www.mirabellerestaurant.com

3   Located at 8127 Mesa Drive, Ste. 
B-200, Molcas Mexican Restaurant 
has been in the business of serving 
fajitas and margaritas since 2008. Owner 
Miguel Becerra said patrons especially 
enjoy the carnitas, chile relleno and 
margaritas. 535-4923,  
www.molcasmexicanrestaurant.com 

Compiled by Amy Deis

Retail

4   At Cookies in Bloom, 8127 Mesa 
Drive, Ste. B-204, owner Rose De 
Leon makes the dough and bakes and 
decorates all the cookies for gift baskets 
and cookie arrangements. Cookies in 
Bloom also offers specialty cookie cakes 
and individual cookies. 345-7875,  
www.cookiesinbloom.com

5   Nelo Breda opened Nelo’s Cycles 
two-and-a-half years ago at 8108 Mesa 
Drive, Ste. B-105. Nelo’s is a full-service 
bike shop that assembles custom bikes 
and sells a variety of brands such as 
Cannondale, Colnago and Wilier.  
338-0505, www.neloscycles.com

Service

6   Oscar Velasquez opened his 
namesake business, Oscar’s Tailor 
at 8105-B Mesa Drive in 2004. He and 
his wife, Erlinda, provide alterations for 
men’s and women’s clothing and are 
able to alter wedding dresses, formal 
wear and leather. 345-0235

7   Edward Jones financial adviser 
Larry Najvar has been with the company 
since 1996 and has spent 10 of those 
years at 8127 Mesa Drive, Ste. C-300. 
Najvar provides financial planning 
services and assists people with 
business and retirement plans.  
241-0049, www.edwardjones.com

8   Bell Air, Texas–based Hearing 
Aid Express has had a location at 
8127 Mesa Drive, Ste. B-207, since 
2000. The store is run by audiologist 
Cristen Plummer, who provides hearing 
evaluations, consultation and technology 
demos. She also sell hearing aids.  
346-6884, www.hearingaidexpress.com

9   For the past 15 years, George 
Georgulas has run The UPS Store at 
8127 Mesa Drive, Ste. B-206, in the 
Mesa Woods Shopping Center. He offers 
UPS shipping and packing, printing, 
laminating, mailbox rentals, certified 
mail, binding and color copies.  
418-0520, www.theupsstorelocal.com

10  Mary Hasibi, owner of Mesa 
Alterations and Monograms, 8127 
Mesa Drive, Ste. A-104, has 25 years 
experience providing clothing alterations. 
She also provides alterations for small 
draperies, leather items and formal wear. 
345-9911, www.mesaalterations.com

11   Maurice Harris opened his personal 
training facility, Coach Mo’s Elite 
Fitness, on March 1 at 8141 Mesa Drive, 
Ste. B. He offers one-on-one sessions, 
boot camp classes, strength and core 
training, children’s fitness programs and 
nutrition counseling. 342-9277,  
www.coachmofitness.com

12   Dirty Dog is a full-service dog 
grooming salon with a self-service 
option. Owners Blair Smith and Alesha 

Fitzsimons opened the 8108 Mesa Drive, 
Ste. A-102, location two years ago.  
342-8399, www.dirty-dog.com

13   Accountable Aging Care 
Management, 8133 Mesa Drive,  
Ste. 103, assists senior citizens and their 
families with selecting and managing 
care providers. Mick and Mary Koffend 
founded the company in 2002.  
342-9800, www.accountableaging.com

Spa/nails

14   After five years in business, Best 
Nails Salon moved to a neighboring 
suite at 8127 Mesa Drive, Ste. C-302, 
in July to offer more spa services. The 
salon provides manicures, pedicures, 
waxing and skin care services. 338-1273

15   In July, Pamela Krueger celebrated 
the one-year anniversary of her salon, 
Peace Love Nails, 8108 Mesa Drive, 
Ste. B-100. Krueger offers manicures, 
pedicures and waxing services and has 
a small retail boutique. 372-4141,  
www.peacelovenailsaustin.com

16   Four years ago, Angelina Wells 
took over ownership of New Element 
Salon, 8127 Mesa Drive, Ste. B-203. 
She provides hair-coloring services, 
manicures, pedicures and waxing.  
346-1734, www.newelementsalon.com

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.
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We hear you 
loud and clear.

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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REAL ESTATE

Village at Walnut Creek
Austin – 78758

Build-out year: 1984–86, 1996

Square footage: 1,254 sq. ft.–2,704 sq. ft.

Home values: $128,000–$240,000

HOA dues (estimated): $65/mo.

Amenities: Neighborhood pool, park, 
playground and hike and bike trail

Nearby attractions: The Domain, Walnut 
Creek Metropolitan Park

Property taxes:

City of Austin 0.45710 
Travis County 0.46580 
Travis County Healthcare District 0.07190 
Pflugerville ISD 1.46000 
Austin Community College district 0.09510 
Total (per $100 value) 2.5499

Schools:

Pflugerville ISD 
1401 W. Pecan St. 
594-0000 
www.pflugervilleisd.net

• River Oaks Elementary School
• Westview Middle School
• John B. Connally High School

11903 Shady Springs Road $162,000
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,624 sq. ft.
Agent: Lesley Wilkes, Amelia Bullock, Realtors
762-8572

11939 Swearingen Drive $184,900
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,719 sq. ft.
Agent: Jared West, Team West Real Estate
296-0669

1426 Elm Brook $174,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,644 sq. ft.
Agent: Patrick Thompson, Avalar Austin
589-3614

The Walnut Creek Municipal Pool, located at 
12138 N. Lamar Blvd., near the Village at Wal-
nut Creek neighborhood, is open June 6– 
Aug. 21.

Data compiled by 
Betsy Gallagher

Coldwell Banker United 
431-8265 

bgallagher@cbunited.com
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No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

3 0 42

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

4 1,417/1,624 $146,000/$167,000

On the market  (As of July 11)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (July 2010–July 2011)
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“� e Key to All of Your 
Real Estate Needs”

Where First Impressions Begin

Has Your Front Door
Worn Out Its Welcome?

Hurry & Save!
$30 OFF
Purchases 
$250 - $500

The Front Door Company 
Specializes in:
• Rustic Doors
• French Doors
• Leaded/Beveled 
Glass Doors

• Wrought Iron Doors
• Custom Glass Shop
• Staining & Sealing

Must present at time of purchase. One coupon per customer. 
Offer NOT valid on previous purchases or house accounts.

Visit our showroom
5209 NORTH LAMAR
512.459.9034

www.thefrontdoorco.com FREE ESTIMATES

BEFORE

• CUSTOM DOORS & GLASS
• IRON DOORS
• ON-SITE GLASS REPAIRS
• ON-SITE REFINISHING

AFTER

$120 OFF
Purchases 
$500 - $2500

$250 OFF
Purchases 
$2500+

Expires 8/30/11
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data Northwest Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

Less than $149,999 26/78 days 3/456 days 11/106 days 79/106 days 30/102 days

$150,000–$199,999 33/80 days 34/159 days 39/99 days 29/62 days 21/81 days

$200,000–$299,999 56/81 days 21/234 days 32/93 days 8/67 days 44/86 days

$300,000–$399,999 4/35 days 3/40 days 31/95 days 2/636 days 40/77 days

$400,000–$499,999 - - 11/41 days 2/701 days 26/79 days

$500,000–$599,999 1/15 days - 7/58 days 1/49 days 11/57 days

$600,000–$799,999 1/118 days - 9/53 days - 4/23 days

$800,000–$999,900 - - - - 2/52 days

$1 million + - - - - 1/57 days

Month

Number of homes sold/Average price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759

June 2011 33/$187,971 40/$191,960 38/$303,755 26/$118,543 62/$290,148

June 2010 26/$191,985 24/$182,158 48/$270,269 33/$117,156 41/$313,539

May 2011 30/$200,880 15/$190,891 27/$315,623 27/$122,434 40/$315,510

April 2011 26/$191,024 16/$188,015 39/$272,685 16/$119,028 38/$302,104

March 2011 21/$170,000 18/$179,450 29/$239,585 20/$147,450 38/$244,450

Feb. 2011 13/$204,000 16/$189,350 12/$363,000 14/$99,450 20/$267,450

Jan. 2011 23/$176,000 17/$199,900 20/$292,500 9/$129,900 21/$325,000

Dec. 2010 21/$199,800 16/$188,700 28/$226,238 18/$131,750 25/$245,000

Nov. 2010 14/$181,250 13/$170,000 16/$340750 16/$114,250 29/$349,900

On the market  (June 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Austin Board of Realtors

454-7636
www.abor.com

Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78726 Canyon Creek 10456 Ember Glen Drive 4br/3ba $315,000 3,272 Siobhan McCullough 767-6757 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Canyon Creek 10604 Icarus Court 4br/3ba $344,000 3,506 Christina Harmon 417-5234 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78726 Canyon Creek 10121 Tularosa Pass 4br/3ba $353,499 3,336 Patricia Smith 637-8277 Keller Williams Realty

78727 Ashton Woods 4217 Wild Iris Lane 3br/2ba $209,900 1,522 Ron Redder 657-8674 Presidio Group, Realtors

78727 Milwood 12305 Turtleback Lane 3br/2ba $212,900 1,704 Lynda Parker 964-9848 EXIT-Options Realty

78727 Milwood 6204 Avery Island Ave. 3br/2ba $162,000 1,493 Connie Coley 965-3231 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78727 Northwood 4504 Bridlewood Drive 3br/2ba $240,000 2,264 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams Lake Travis

78727 Scofield Farms 1800 Magazine St. 3br/2ba $147,900 1,393 Michelle Lee-Wilder 554-3976 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78727 Scofield Farms 13317 Glacier Falls Court 3br/2ba $238,500 2,190 Cynthia Maguire 657-4400 RE/MAX Capital City III

78729 Hunters Chase 8109 Tallyho Trail 4br/2ba $215,000 2,327 Laurie Flood 576-1504 Keller Williams Realty

78729 Milwood 6614 Corpus Christi Drive 4br/2ba $219,900 2,267 Timothy Dolan 294-0296 Goodwin Partners

78729 Milwood 13305 Marrero Drive 4br/2ba $199,000 2,314 Samantha Hale 771-4681 StoneHaven Realty

78750 Canyon Ridge 7717 Basil Drive 4br/3ba $459,000 2,862 Kathleen Bucher 784-7169 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Colina Vista 9617 Solana Vista Loop 3br/2ba $337,000 2,326 Debra Krist 965-2810 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Courtyard Homes at Anderson Oaks 11000 Anderson Mill Road 2br/2ba $172,500 1,333 Jennifer Korba 502-7845 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78750 Lakewood 7330 Cave Hollow 3br/2ba $253,000 1,550 Susan Dudley 497-6332 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78750 Northwest Balcones 10108 Talleyran Drive 3br/2ba $368,500 2,658 Karen Choate 689-3040 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek 9905 Ullswater Lane 4br/3ba $600,000 3,500 Karen Imperato 656-0341 Avalar Austin

78750 Spicewood Estates 10905 Wintergreen Hill 4br/2ba $340,000 2,416 Deborah Harber 637-8485 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12111 Tanglebriar Trail 4br/2ba $164,900 1,794 Mary Beth Kamnetz 589-9845 Pacesetter Properties

78750 Woodland Village Anderson Mill 12105 Missel Thrush Court 3br/2ba $149,900 1,551 Christine Bennett 249-5400 Keller Williams Realty

78750 Woods Anderson Mill 10018 Woodland Village Drive 4br/2ba $159,900 1,419 Sheri Brummett 970-8809 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Balcones Oaks 6807 Chelsea Moor 4br/2ba $289,500 2,095 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Barrington Oaks 11500 Windermere Meadows 4br/2ba $219,800 1,657 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Barrington Oaks 11303 Barrington Way 3br/2ba $189,000 1,522 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Enclave at Balcones Forest 8012 Cardin Drive 4br/2ba $399,900 2,916 David Cox 748-6793 Austin Home Source

78759 Great Hills 5600 Spurflower Drive 4br/3ba $575,000 3,733 Barbara Gremillion 775-2904 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Great Hills 9702 Sophora Cove 3br/4ba $550,000 3,530 Cindy Niels 658-4094 Hillhouse Realty/PLR

78759 Great Hills 10504 Brannon Cove 5br/2ba $539,800 3,000 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Mesa Village 4159 Steck Ave. 2br/2ba $119,000 1,002 Linda Picazo 423-0884 Moreland Properties

78759 Oak Forest 7106 Fireoak Drive 3br/2ba $310,000 2,102 Kathleen Bucher 784-7169 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Oak Forest 7411 Fireoak Drive 4br/2ba $335,000 2,284 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78759 Walnut Crossing 12200 Forsythe Drive 3br/2ba $167,950 1,412 Robert Mello 789-3332 Keller Williams Realty

78759 Walnut Crossing 3603 Gable Drive 3br/2ba $170,000 1,401 April Mayo 825-6036 Keller Williams Realty

ZIP code guide
78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

10018 Woodland Village Drive $159,900

7717 Basil Drive $459,000

6204 Avery Island Ave. $162,000

7411 Fireoak Drive $335,000For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/13811

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 6/26/11 and 7/7/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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