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What’s News    

What’s Online    
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Hanger Orthopedic Group, 
celebrated its move to The Domain 
phase two with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony Sept. 15. | 4

Central Health broke ground 
Sept. 1 on the North Central Health 
Center, which will provide a variety 
of healthcare services, including 
women’s health services, general 
dentistry and chronic disease 
management. | 15

Sunnyvale, Calif.–based ShoreTel 
Inc., a provider of Internet-protocol 
business phone systems, expanded 
its Austin operations in August. | 5

Travis County road crews began 
repairs Sept. 13 to the bridge on 
Spicewood Springs Road at Bull 
Creek that was damaged by flood 
waters from Tropical Storm Hermine 
Sept. 7.
more.impactnews.com/9805

The Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority launched a 
survey Sept. 12 that will be available 
through Sept. 30 to learn more about 
the MoPac corridor and the drivers 
who use it. 
more.impactnews.com/9809

The Town Lake Animal Shelter  
received an assessment from 
the ASPCA that included several 
recommendations for the facility. 
more.impactnews.com/9792
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What’s Inside    
Austin  
Independent  
School District’s 
Education 
Focus provides  
news updates,  
TAKS scores and   
feeder charts for district schools 
located in Northwest Austin.  | 22 

CONTINUED ON | 19

CONTINUED ON | 21

Travis County 
Commissioners 
seek more power
By Beth Wade

In January, the 82nd session of 
the Texas Legislature will begin, 
and while legislators work to 
overcome an $18 billion budget 
shortfall, Travis County Commis-
sioners are hoping to get legisla-
tion passed that would grant them 
more growth management and 
land use authority and provide a 
funding stream for transportation 
infrastructure. However, because 
of the big issues facing the Legis-
lature this session—the deficit and 
redistricting—the county has its 
work cut out for it.

“A lot of [the Legislature’s] 
bandwidth is already occupied,” 
Travis County Intergovernmen-
tal Relations Coordinator Deece 
Eckstein said. “If we get out of 
here without getting hurt any, we 
will probably declare a victory.”

The commissioners could 
approve the county’s legislative 
agenda in early October. The doc-
ument will be a list of prioritized 
issues that the county would like 
to see passed or denied by the 
Legislature. Throughout the ses-
sion, commissioners would have 
the opportunity to move items up 
and down on the list as priorities 
change, Eckstein said. 

The agenda will be discussed 
in Commissioners Court, giving 
residents an opportunity to voice 
their input.

Two of the commissioners’ 
top priorities are attaining more 
growth management authority 
for the county and securing a 
steady funding source for trans-
portation projects, said Precinct 
Two Commissioner Sarah Eck-
hardt, who is up for re-election 
in November.
County authority

Unlike the city, which has 
the power to do whatever is not 
deemed unlawful by Texas law, 
county government power is lim-
ited to what legislation specifies. 

“Counties are subdivisions of 

CONTINUED ON | 17

City growth plan gleans 
public’s ideas for future

By Bobby Longoria
City officials are asking the public for help in 

envisioning Austin over the next 30 years, and res-
idents in Northwest Austin’s Gracywoods neigh-
borhood are heeding that call. Imagine Austin, a 
new comprehensive plan, is an outline of the city’s 
policies and ordinances for future growth. The 
plan, currently being discussed and revised, will 
be written in 2011 and go to vote in early 2012.

“I think it’s critical [that people participate 
in the plan],” said Kate Stewart, a Gracywoods 
resident who helped facilitate the neighborhoods 
Imagine Austin meeting. “I think it’s going to 
impact the kind of city we have in the future. If 
they truly want to take the opinions of the Austin 
residents into account, then Austin residents need 
to step up and give the input. The city is giving us 

Story Highlights
•	Imagine Austin refines and replaces the 30-year-old plan
•	Gracywoods residents participate in Imagine Austin and 

localize it to create Imagine Gracywoods plan
•	Community forums to run through Oct. 6

The Austin Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan adopted

Jan. City charter amended to say comprehensive 
plan is an ongoing process; must be updated every 
five years

The AustinPlan process begins; city is divided into 
22 regions

The AustinPlan process concludes; the plan is never 
adopted

Sept. City Council begins the creation of a new 
comprehensive plan

Nov. Interim update of the Austin Tomorrow plan 
is approved

Aug.–Nov. The Imagine Austin Comprehensive 
Plan public process begins: Phase 1 and phase 2 
focus on formulating a vision statement

Aug. 26 City Council approves the addition of four 
themes for the comprehensive plan: families, kids and 
schools; historical and cultural preservation; urban 
design; and cultural arts

Writing of Imagine Austin plan to begin

Voting to begin on Imagine Austin plan

The history of 
Imagine Austin

1979

1985

1986

1989

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

Austin has followed the same comprehensive 
plan since 1979. Steps toward adopting a new 
plan have been extensive and detailed.

By Joseph M. de Leon
The largest credit union to 

operate in the region has picked 
Northwest Austin as its base of 
operations for Central Texas. The 
move is part of a trend in which 
troubled market conditions, 
technology and service expan-
sion have helped credit unions 
grow for the past few years.

Live Oak–based Randolph-
Brooks Federal Credit Union 
acquired two buildings totaling 
36,291 square feet at 11911 Bur-
net Road in mid-July to expand 
the nonprofit’s operations in the 
coming years. Company rep-
resentatives expect to open the 
office in summer 2011 with about 
35 workers and eventually plan to 
hire up to 180 additional staff.

Known as the Austin Admin-
istrative Service Center, the site 
will include a regional training 
center, human resources, call 
center, insurance and invest-
ment advisers, title office and 

Randolph-Brooks selects NW Austin for regional hub
Credit unions expand, 
despite poor economy

administrative staff. 
The center will manage branch 

locations as far south as Buda 
and will be the heart of future 
expansion in the Greater Austin 
area, which will include up to five 
new branches by 2013. Randolph-
Brooks officials plan to open a 
branch in east Pflugerville, two 
Round Rock locations, one in 
South Austin and a Northwest 
Austin branch near the Austin 
Administrative Service Center. 

Sonya McDonald, vice president 

of marketing for Randolph-
Brooks, said Northwest Austin 
was the perfect location for the 
service center because it is in the 
middle of the area of Central Texas 
planned for future growth and 
offers easy access to major trans-
portation corridors.

“This center shows our com-
mitment to Austin, and we antic-
ipate the growth in Austin will be 
such that it warrants having its 

Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit Union officials plan to open the credit union’s center of operations for 
Central Texas in a two-building complex in Northwest Austin in 2011.



Urgent Care in Pflugerville

from St. David’s North Austin 

Medical Center

For all your urgent care needs, from broken 

bones to sports injuries to cold and flu and 

more. Our clinic is staffed by doctors  

experienced in emergency medicine, with  

X-ray equipment and a lab on site. Quality, 

faster care; after hours, without appointments 

or the hospital emergency room wait.

 OPEN EVERY DAY
8am to 8pm

1615 Grand Avenue Parkway
Suite 110

512-334-3530
STDAVIDS.COM

QuickER care.
Smaller waits.
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Entrepreneurialism is 
alive and well in Austin, 
Texas. This is one of the 
reasons our economy has 
fared better than others in 

the recent economic downturn. We appre-
ciate shopping and buying locally, and it 
shows. What may not be as transparent 
is the amount of risk it took for those 
business owners to walk off the plank and 
delve into their own ambitious endeavor. 
People may dream about starting their 
own business, but the number of those 
who follow through is much smaller.

Our founder, John Garrett, knows this 
story all too well. In fact, five years ago 
this month he ventured off to form what is 
now Community Impact Newspaper. From 
a game room in his Pflugerville home, and 
with three employees, he saw a need for 
community-based, hyperlocal reporting, 
and then he sought to fill the niche.
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Reader Feedback impactnews.com

Online-exclusive content
Visit the Northwest Austin home page 

for up-to-date community news, information and 
a full calendar of local events. Find us online at 
impactnews.com/northwest-austin.

Impact your inbox
Sign up to receive Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly news updates at

impactnews.com/signup.

In This Issue
Pond Springs Road Transportation Update
more.impactnews.com/6802

Capital Metro starts tests that could expand 
Red Line service
more.impactnews.com/9662

Travis Baker
tbaker@impactnews.com

In April, Harvard University’s Nieman 
Journalism Lab wrote about John’s story, 
and in August, Inc. magazine named us 
the fastest growing media company in 
Texas and No. 13 in the U.S.

Community Impact Newspaper operates 
seven papers here in Central Texas and, as 
of October, two in the Houston area. Our 
mantra, “Local. Useful. Everyone Gets It,” 
has not wavered since its inception, and 
this niche-based journalism has directly 
contributed to the newspaper’s success.

As we continue with our mission to 
support Austin’s entrepreneurial spirit, 
let me know if there is a local business in 
your neighborhood that has a great story 
for us to tell.

“Being reactive in the 
building of our trans-
portation infrastructure 
is killing us financially 
and from an efficiency 
standpoint. Because the 
state does not allow us 

to do any planning, we are regulated to 
simply following the whims of the market. 
The market just doesn’t care about 10 years 
from now—it’s not supposed to.”

 —Sarah Eckhardt 
Travis County Precinct Two commissioner, 

on why the county is seeking growth 
management authority and transportation 

funding from the Texas Legislature

19

“The overall project appears to be a suc-
cess, however, nothing is mentioned of 
what was lost. There used to be dedicated 
right turn lanes at Pond Springs and 
Anderson Mill roads turning off of Pond 
Springs. Oddly enough, the intersection 
has three traffic lights and only two lanes 
in each direction. This is just forcing more 
traffic into the neighborhoods as no one 
wants to wait at the long lights—very 
inconvenient and nonfunctional. More 
thought could have been put into this 
and at the very least could have provided 
partial right turn lanes the way it was 
before the ‘improvement.’” 

—”Concerned”

“This is great! How about canceling all 
the buses and only running the rail! Then 
you could really service the general pub-
lic! All hail CapMetro!”

—”WayToGo”

Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

July employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.3% 
Down from 7.4% in June

State unemployment—8.2% 
No change from June

National unemployment—9.5%
No change from June

Hospitality remains one of the strongest industries 
across the state. Austin has seen a 18,600 job gain 
since September 2009.
Source: Charla Lovelace, Jobing.com
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Now Open
1  A+ Federal Credit Union held a 

grand opening Sept. 17 for its newest 
branch inside Connally High School, 
13212 N. Lamar Blvd. Clients can access 
the credit union from both inside and 
outside the building, and the branch 
offers debit cards with the school’s cougar 
mascot on them. Lobby hours are Mon.–
Fri. 10:30 a.m.–1:45 p.m. and 2:15–5 p.m. 
Call 302-6800 or visit www.aplusfcu.org.

2  Health Communications Inc. opened 
its new training center in September 
at 10700 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 
140. The center will host the Training 
for Intervention ProcedureS program, 
TIPS, which teaches alcohol servers 
and vendors how to avoid overserving, 
prevent serving minors and intervene 
successfully when someone may already 
be or may become intoxicated. The TIPS 
program aims to form partnerships with 
area nonprofits and government officials 
to reduce alcohol-related tragedies. Call 
410-9971 or visit www.gettips.com.

3  Hyridge Salon and Frendz Hair, Nail 
and More merged businesses July 28 to 
form Frendz Salon and Med Spa, 4412 
Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 102. The 
full-service salon features services for 
men and women, as well as esthetician 
services, including facials, laser hair 
removal, permanent makeup and chemi-
cal peels. Open Tue.–Sat. 9:30 a.m.–7:30 
p.m. and Sun.–Mon. for esthetician 
appointments only. Call 454-3736 or visit 
www.frendzsalon.com.

4  Hanger Orthopedic Group, a 
provider of orthotic and prosthetic 
services and products, moved its corpo-
rate headquarters from Bethesda, Md. to 
The Domain phase two, 10910 Domain 
Drive, Ste. 300, in August. The company 
is expected to have approximately 145 
employees working in its new corpo-
rate offices by the end of the year and to 
expand to more than 250 employees over 
the next few years in its 79,000-square-
foot office. Call 777-3800 or visit  
www.hanger.com.

5  Great Haircuts, 9607 Research Blvd. 
Ste. 530, opened in August. The salon offers 
men’s, women’s and children’s haircuts, 
styling and shampoo. Open Mon.–Fri.  
9 a.m.–8:30 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–6:30 p.m. and 
Sun. 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m. Call 340-9288.

6   Samir Patel and Bhartendu Trivedi 
opened KP Indian Grocery, 1212 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. F, in June. The store sells 
canned foods, fresh produce, snacks, des-
serts and prepared Indian fare. Patrons 
can also buy housewares, including items 
for Puja religious ceremonies, music and 
DVDs, traditional Indian games and 
cricket gear. Chat, Indian street food, is 
available Fri.–Sun. 4:30–9:30 p.m.  
Open every day 10:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m. 
Call 833-6222 or visit  
www.kpindiangrocery.com

7  Sarah and Mike Davis serve American 
country comfort food, including chicken 
fried steak, pork chops and burgers at 
Maggie’s Café, 12001 N. MoPac, Ste. J. 

The restaurant, which opened Aug. 17, also 
serves pancakes, French toast and eggs for 
breakfast with plans to offer a brunch menu 
in October. Open Mon.–Thu. 10:30 a.m.–9 
p.m., Fri. 10:30 a.m.–11 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–11 
and Sun. 8 a.m.–9 p.m. Call 906-0069.

8  Shelley Nicholson, who has a doctor-
ate in early childhood education, opened 
Nicholson Early Childhood Education 
Center, 12233 RM 620, Ste. 201, in early 
September. Nicholson has worked in the 
child care industry for 25 years and pro-
vides half-day preschool 8:30 a.m.– 
12:30 p.m. for children 18 months to  
5 years old. An extended stay option is 
available until 3 p.m. Call 243-6539 or 
visit www.nicholsonececenter.com.

9  Professional archaeologist Jason Barrett 
opened Old Empire Imports Aug. 14 at 
9012 Research Blvd., Ste. C-10. The store 
sells British Colonial era and Victorian 
era antiques including exotic hard woods, 
furnishings, vessels and decorative items 
from India and South Asia. Open Tue.–
Wed. 11 a.m.– 7 p.m., Thu. 11 a.m.–8 p.m., 
Fri. 11 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. and 
Sun. by appointment. Call 407-8895 or visit 
www.oldempireimports.com.

10 Roger and Elaine Jang opened  
Rice Bowl Café, 11220 N. Lamar Blvd., 
Ste. C-306, in June. The Szechuan- and 
Taiwan-style Chinese restaurant offers 
a variety of stir-fried dishes, tradi-
tional noodle soups and tapioca bubble 
smoothies. Open daily 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. 
Call 835-8888.

11  Spirit Halloween opened Sept. 3 at 
1100 Center Ridge Drive for the Hal-
loween season. The store, which is 
open through Nov. 1, sells costumes for 
children, adults and pets, and makeup, 
shoes, wigs, masks and props. Patrons can 
also buy party supplies, such as cups and 
bowls. Open Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. 
and Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. Call 989-1872 or 
visit www.spirithalloween.com.

12 Déjà vu Lingerie opened its adult prod-
uct store in July at 2121 W. Parmer Lane. 
The shop offers women’s undergarments, 
adult novelties and tobacco products. Open 
daily 10 a.m.–9 p.m. Call 719-5259.

Michael Eastburn began offering residen-
tial and commercial professional paint-
ing service with Fresh Coat Painting, a 
home-based franchise that opened Sept. 6. 
Eastburn offers premium paint brands, 
financing, touch-ups and a 24-hour cus-
tomer call center. Call 551-4220 or visit 
www.freshcoatpainters.com. 

Relocations
13  After 15 years in business, Star  
Furniture moved its store from the 
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News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

Gateway Shopping Center to 4051 I-35 
N. Sept. 1. The showroom offers a wide 
selection of modern and contemporary 
home furniture, including collections 
for dining, living and sleeping areas. 
Open Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. and Sun. 
noon–6 p.m. Call 346-9400 and   
www.starfurniture.com.

14  Parmer Eye Care moved its offices 
to 9900 Parmer Lane to 2501 W. Par-
mer Lane in North Austin Aug. 2. The 
center provides general eye care services 
including glasses and contacts. Open 
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–6 p.m. Call 339-2020 or 
visit www.parmereyecare.com.

15 Ethan Allen Design Center relocated 
its store to 2817 W. Anderson Lane Aug. 1. 
The nearly 23,000 square-foot space sells 
customer draperies and home furnishings 
divided into different sections, such as 
sleep, outdoor, media, dining and leather. 
Open Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–8 p.m., Sat. 10 
a.m.–6 p.m. and Sun. noon–6 p.m. Call or 
615-9990 visit www.ethanallen.com.

In the News
16 Austaco, a family-owned business in 
operation for more than 40 years, com-
pleted renovations on Taco Bell, located 
at 4811 W. Braker Lane, August 17. The 
improvements to the 20-year-old fast-
food restaurant included an updated 
store exterior, modern color scheme, new 
menu board and restyled dining area. 
Open Sun.–Thu. 10 a.m.–1 a.m. and Fri.–
Sat. 10 a.m.–2 a.m. Call 327-4654 or visit  
www.austaco.com.

Expansions
17  Sunnyvale, Calif.-based ShoreTel Inc. 
expanded its operations to 6500 River 
Place Blvd., Bldg IV, Ste. 200 Aug. 17. The 
provider of Internet-protocol busi-
ness phone systems employs nearly 100 
people in Austin, a number officials 
expect to double by 2013. ShoreTel’s 
30,000-square-foot engineering, cus-
tomer service, training and development 
office is planned to grow in the coming 

years. Call 408-331-3300 or visit 
www.shoretel.com.

18 After 23 years in business, Ame 
Frezza held a ribbon cutting Sept. 23 to 
celebrate a new service and an expansion 
of Ame’s Cleaning. A new office addition 
includes a storefront to accept consulta-
tions and walk-in payments. Located at 
12308 RM 620, Ste. A, the business offers 
residential and commercial cleaning 
using nontoxic cleaners, laundry service, 
house sitting and help setting up before 
and cleaning after events. The new service 
option includes biodegradable cleaners for 
clients with sensitivity to chemicals. Open 
Mon.–Fri.  9 a.m.–5 p.m. Call 331-9694 or 
visit www.amescleaningaustin.com.

Coming Soon
19 Denver, Colo.–based Natural Grocers 
plans to open a second Austin location 
Oct. 26. The approximately 15,000-square-
foot store, located at 10515 N. MoPac, Bldg. 
L, will sell 100 percent organic and some 
local produce, a large selection of gluten-
free products and exotic meats, such as 
buffalo, bison and elk. All products are free 
of preservatives, artificial colors and geneti-
cally modified organisms. Open Mon.–Sat. 
9 a.m.–8 p.m. and Sun. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. Visit 
www.naturalgrocers.com.

20 Franchise owner Steven Semlaili plans 
to open a Subway restaurant at  
9070 Research Blvd. sometime in October. 
The sandwich shop, which broke ground in 
June, is expected to be open Mon.–Fri.  
7 a.m.–10 p.m. and Sat.–Sun. 9 a.m.–10 p.m. 
Visit www.subway.com.

21  Texas MedClinic, 12319 N. MoPac, 
plans to open its second Austin location 
in December. The San Antonio–based 
chain of urgent care clinics offers walk-in 
travel, sports and occupational medicine, 
including drug testing, treatment for 
work-related injuries, vaccinations and 
computerized X-rays. Open daily  
8 a.m.–11 p.m. Call 835-5577 or visit 
www.texasmedclinic.com.

Old Empire Imports offers antique furnishings and decorative 
items from India and South Asia.
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KP Indian Grocery sells items for Puja religious ceremonies, 
music and DVDs, traditional games and Indian street food.

6

Star Furniture stocks modern and contemporary home 
furnishings at its new location in North Austin.
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Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell helps welcome Hanger 
Orthopedic Group Sept. 15 during a ribbon cutting ceremony 
for the company’s new corporate headquarters.

4

New York–based online recruiting 
company BountyJobs Inc. plans to open 
a software development office before the 
end of the year somewhere in Northwest 
Austin. Company representatives plan to 
hire 10 software developers over the next 
year. Call 212-660-3960 or visit 
www.bountyjobs.com.

Under New Ownership
22 Mark Alger and Coe Kennedy assumed 
ownership of Anderson Mill Tavern, 
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 123, in 
August. The tavern can accommodate 200 
people, includes a full bar and offers NFL 
Direct TV on eight TVs and a 110-inch 
projection screen. Entertainment includes 
performances by house band Spike Mil-
ligan and Alter Boys every Wednesday, 
open mic on Thursdays and live music 
Fridays and Saturdays. Open daily 
noon–2 a.m. Call 918-1599.

23 Jerry Gatlin and Rich Pogrund 
bought Garden Spot Café, 9415 Burnet 
Road, in early August. Established in 
1982, the company specializes in busi-
ness and event catering with hot or cold 
food choices including five kinds of salad, 
Carlotta’s chicken Parmesan, chipotle 
King Ranch chicken and Grandma Jo’s 
pot roast. Seating is available for 35 guests 
and a small outdoor patio is available for 
lunch. It’s open Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–3 p.m.; 
catering available daily. Call 228-3737 or 
visit  www.gardenspotdeli.com.

24 The Austin location of J&J Barbeque 
was renamed Silver Grill Café in August. 
New owners Ganae Hempe and Rae Han 
broadened the barbecue menu to include 
sandwiches, salads and American com-
fort food. The restaurant, located at 4005 
W. Parmer Lane, will emphasize dinner 
service and continues to serve breakfast 
tacos and burgers. Open Mon.–Fri. 6:30 
a.m.–9 p.m. and Sat.–Sun. 7:30 a.m.– 
10 p.m. Call 291-6994.
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Con’ Olio Oils & Vinegars owner Jeff Conarko wanted to bring the European dining experience to Austin.

By Beth Wade
After a trip to Europe where 

they dined on foods prepared 
with fresh olive oil and bal-
samic vinegar, Jeff and Tabitha 
Conarko were saddened when 
back home in the U.S. they 
could not find the same qual-
ity of oils and vinegars readily 
available. Instead of throwing 
up their hands in resigna-
tion, the pair opened a store 
in November 2009 to share 
their new passion with fellow 
Austinites.

“My wife and I love to eat, 
travel and cook,” Jeff said. “One 
of the things we noticed when 
we were in Europe was that the 
dishes you can get over there as 
opposed to over here—the dif-
ference is the oil and vinegar in 
terms of quality.”

After deciding to make the 
switch from the corporate world 
to owning his own business, Jeff 
left his job at Dell Inc. and along 
with his wife opened Con’ Olio 
Oils & Vinegars. The business 
offers customers a chance to 
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Con’ Olio Oils & Vinegars
342-2344
www.conolios.com

sample each of the olive oils and 
balsamic vinegars available for 
purchase—a concept replicated 
from a similar store in Paris.

“We bring the aged balsamic 
vinegar and fresh olive oils to 
Austin because it is just so hard 
to find here,” Jeff said. “Our 
concept was, people have got to 
taste them for themselves to see 
the difference. … We believe the 
products will sell themselves 
when people taste them because 
it is so much different.”

There are more than 44 vari-
eties of oil and vinegar available 
from around the world, ranging 
from simple extra virgin olive 
oil to oils infused with vari-
ous spices and flavorings, like 
Tuscan herbs—a blend of five 
spices infused into a mild, fresh 
olive oil. 

“We work with other small 
businesses and small suppliers 
from around the world to bring 
in the freshest olive oil and the 
aged traditional balsamic vine-
gar—the real stuff from Modena, 
Italy,” Jeff said. “Olive oil you 
want to have as fresh as possible. 
It’s very difficult to get fresh olive 
oil in America because we are 

not an olive oil culture.”
Beyond sampling flavors, 

customers can learn about the 
store’s merchandise at one of 
Jeff’s monthly Olive Oil and Bal-
samic Vinegar 101 classes that 
he teaches in the store. There are 
opportunities to learn how to 
cook as well: Jeff offers monthly 
cooking demonstrations. The 
last one taught customers how to 
make truffle popcorn. 

“We are really committed to 
educating people about the ben-
efits of olive oils and balsamic 
vinegars,” Jeff said. 

He established an olive oil 
tasting and appreciation class 
with Whole Foods’ cooking 
school that will be Nov. 4 and 
seminars at Seton Hospital for 
patients with special diets.

“Our desire was to get into a 
business that involved eating 
better, and eating fantastic food 
at the same time, which can be 
done,” Jeff said. “There have been 
recent clinical studies for olive 
oil as well as balsamic vinegar 
that show significant health ben-
efits to both of these products.”

Jeff’s desire is to share his 
passion with his neighbors, and 

he expanded the business to 
add a wine tasting element in 
September. 

“What we offer is a complete 
tasting experience paired with 
wines,” he said. “We feature an 
eclectic portfolio of wines that 
are unique but pair well with 
our products, and we will be 
doing wine tastings in the store, 
alongside the other tastings.”

*Limited time offer. Valid for new residential customers only. Road Runner High Speed Online 7.0 Mbps for $25 price applies when All The Best bundle is purchased for $109.99 per month for 12 months. All The Best bundle includes Digital Cable, Road Runner High Speed Online 7.0 Mbps and Digital Home 
Phone Unlimited Nationwide. Price will increase $10 every 12 months until retail rate is reached. Monthly charge for Digital set-top box is not included. May not be combined with any other offer. All services not available in all areas. Additional charges apply for equipment, taxes, fees, Directory Assistance, Operator 
Services and calls to International locations. To receive all services, Digital Cable, remote and lease of a Digital set-top box are required. Some services are not available to CableCARD customers. Not all equipment supports all services. Actual speeds may vary. Road Runner reserves the right to discontinue any 
feature or offer at any time. A one time $19.99 phone activation charge will apply for new customers. Subject to change without notice. Some restrictions apply. Call for details. All trademarks remain the property of their respective owners. ©2010 Time Warner Cable, Inc. All Rights Reserved. TM & © Warner 
Bros. Entertainment, Inc. (s10)

Call 1-888-TWC-8585 or visit timewarnercable.com
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Business Profile  |  Con‘ Olio Oils & Vinegars

More than oil and vinegar
Con’ Olio Oils & Vinegars also offers: 
• fresh pastas, 
• sauces, 
• olive oil–based skincare products and 
• fresh bread from the Artisan Bistro in 

Lakeway on Saturdays.
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Travis County sets preliminary 2011 
budget 

Travis County Commissioners will 
approve the county’s fiscal year 2011 
budget and tax rate Sept. 28 after a final 
public hearing on the budget. The final 
tax rate public hearing will be Sept. 24 in 
the county building at 314 W. 11th St.

Despite a drop in property values, the 
average homeowner in Travis County 
can expect a rise in tax bills. The budget 
uses a proposed 46.58 cents per $100 
valuation tax rate, which is 2.28 percent 
higher than the effective maintenance and 
operations plus debt tax rate that would 
have provided the county with the same 
amount of maintenance and operation 
funds plus the actual debt service amount 
as it had the year before. The proposed 
rate is expected to increase the average 
tax bill by $47.74. The average homestead 
property value in Travis County this 
year dropped from $287,732 to $273,177. 
The county has a 20 percent homestead 
exemption that brings the average tax-
able value to $218,542. There is also an 
additional $65,000 exemption for disabled 
residents and residents 65 and older.

The $698.6 million preliminary budget 
is approximately $43.5 million higher 
than the fiscal year 2010 budget. The 

Final public hearing on tax increase
City Council approved the city’s 

budget Sept. 23. The $2.8 billion budget 
will go into effect Oct. 1. Also adopted 
was the proposed property tax rate of 
45.71 cents per $100 assessed property 
valuation. The next hearing on the tax 
rate will be held at 9:30 a.m., Sept. 29, at 
City Council chambers, 301 W. Second 
St. The property tax is expected to be 
adopted Sept. 30.

Also included in the approved budget:
• Eight new police officers, 30 new paramedics and 

10 new firefighters
• Electric rates increase 79 cents per month for the 

average residential customer
• Garbage rates increase $1 for a 90-gallon cart, 

pushing the cart’s total to $27.95. Prices for the 
60-gallon and 30-gallon carts remain the same.

• Water rates increase $3.84 per month for the 
average residential customer

county’s general fund, the operating bud-
get, increased to $487.5 million.

Travis County Planning and Budget 
Office Executive Manager Rodney Rhoades 
said the budget meets the county’s existing 
program and contractual obligations, as 
well as includes money for employee health 
benefits and compensation increases.

Compensation increases account for 
$6.67 million in the budget, including a 
2.5 percent across-the-board increase for 
regular employees and elected officials, 
and a 2 percent cost of living increase for 
retirees. The pay increase does not include 
judiciary salaries. Another $4.9 million 
is in the budget to help cover increased 
health insurance costs. 

The preliminary budget is available at 
www.co.travis.tx.us/planning_budget/
default.asp.

Travis County City of Austin

2010 2011
Tax rate
*proposed

42.15¢
per $100 
valuation

46.58¢
per $100 
valuation*

Average taxable value 
of a home, with the 
homestead exemption

$230,186 $218,542

Tax bill
*estimated

$970.23 $1,017.97*

Difference $47.74 annually

Austin Energy prepares online audit 
system accessible by residents

City Council approved a contract to 
provide Austin Energy with an online 
audit program for customers, which 
stores information on homes and busi-
nesses that is entered by residents. The 
tool will help educate and assist custom-
ers in identifying how energy in the home 
is being consumed, city officials said.

New chief service officer named
Austin City Manager Marc Ott 

announced in early September that 
Andy Mormon will fill the grant-funded 
position of chief service officer for the 
City of Austin.

In June Austin was awarded a Cities of 
Service Leadership Grant. Austin received 
a $200,000 two-year grant, funded jointly 
by the Rockefeller Foundation and Bloom-
berg Philanthropies, to hire a chief service 
officer. This new position is dedicated to 
engaging more residents in service and 
channeling volunteers toward the city’s 
most pressing challenges. The grant funds 
will cover all costs associated with the 
position, including salary and benefits.

Mormon is a 10-year resident of Austin 
formerly served as an aide to Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell.

City approves penalties in recyclable 
material theft cases

The city has implemented criminal and 
civil penalties in cases of theft of copper 
and other recyclable materials after an 
approving vote from City Council. Cur-
rently 80 percent of the cases the Austin 
Police Department’s Property Interdic-
tion Team investigates are related to 
metal theft.

City and County Notes  |  Recent news
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Community Events

Sponsored by

October 23
By Joseph M. de Leon
Dog lovers can bring their pets to partici-
pate in a celebration of canines, promote 
pet adoptions and shop for pet-friendly 
goods and services. 

During the event, dogs can participate in 
the KXAN Canine Costume Contest, join a 
wiener dog race and play with other pups.

People are invited to join a silent auction, 
participate in a cooking workshop and 
enjoy demonstrations by such groups as 
Fit Dog Austin, Austin Police Department 
K-9 Unit and Texas Hearing and Service Dogs.

Dogs and their humans can also have their portrait taken in front of a custom backdrop for a $5 
donation to benefit eight local dog rescue organizations.

10 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free • The Domain, 11410 Century Oaks Terrace • www.dogtoberfestaustin.org
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Dogtober Fest

Community Events

Calendar events must be submitted by the second Friday of 
the month. Submit events to calendar@impactnews.com  
and find our Central Texas calendar online at  
www.impactnews.com/calendar.

September
Through Sept. 30  Fantastic Fest
The largest genre film festival in the country 
showcases the latest science fiction, horror, fan-
tasy and cult films from around the world. • Badge 
costs vary, depending on length of time • Local 
theaters scheduled to host events and showings 
www.fantasticfest.com

25 Laurel Mountain Elementary  School 
25th anniversary 
The school will celebrate its silver year with a 
community celebration and reunion for alumni, 
faculty and staff; light refreshments will be served.
10 a.m.–1 p.m. • Free • Laurel Mountain Elemen-
tary School, 10111 DK Ranch Road • 464-5005 

27  Texas Asian Chamber of Commerce
The Texas Asian Chamber of Commerce is hosting 
a networking event featuring keynote speaker 
Tim Levy, the best-selling author of “The Life Sum-
mit” who will discuss how to live the perfect life in 
six steps. • Clay Pit Restaurant, 1601 Guadalupe St.  
11 a.m.–1 p.m. • $10 members, $15 nonmembers   
485-1090

29–30  Fourth Clean Energy Venture Summit
Sponsored by The Austin Technology Incubator 
and Austin Energy, emerging clean technology 
companies present their businesses for funding, 
keynote address from energy expert and author 
John Hofmeister. • Wed. 2–7 p.m.; Thu. 9 a.m.– 
7 p.m. • $200 (professionals), $150 (government, 
nonprofit), $100 (students) • AT&T Conference 
Center, 1900 University Ave. • 695-6377   
www.cleanenergyventuresummit.com

30  Economic Growth and Development in the 
Greater Austin Region
Economic experts Gary Farmer and Paul Bury 
discuss Austin’s financial growth as part of the “Con-
versations With…Speaker Series.” • 11:30 a.m.– 
12:30 p.m. • Free • Concordia University Texas,  
Bldg. A Auditorium, 1400 Concordia University 
Drive 313-5302 • www.concordia.edu/speakerseries

October
1  East Night Gala
The carnival-themed fundraiser will honor 
founder Margo Weisz and feature a menagerie of 
bicycle-powered animals, jugglers and perfor-
mances inspired by The Beatles’ “Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band” album. Attendees will 

get a first look at the Center for Economic Oppor-
tunity, a new Silver LEED certified business center.
6–9 p.m. • $75 • Center for Economic Opportunity, 
2921 E. 17th St. • 472-8087 • www.peoplefund.org

2  Be the Change Day of Service
This celebration, inspired by Mohandas Gandhi 
with service projects throughout Austin, cul-
minates in a community project on the Capitol 
grounds and is sponsored by South Asian Ameri-
cans Leading Together. • Noon–2 p.m. 
Free • Texas State Capitol, 1100 San Jacinto Blvd. 
577-9454 • www.bethechangeaustin.org

Green Expo 2010
Attendees can shop for products that promote 
sustainable and environmentally friendly living as 
well as learn about ways to live green and healthy 
lifestyles. • 10 a.m.–5 p.m. • $5 (adults), free (chil-
dren 12 and younger) • The Dell Diamond, 3400 E. 
Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock • 255-6211  
www.greenexpo2010.com

6 Imagine Austin Public Forum
Residents can learn about and offer input for how 
Austin will grow and develop into the future.   
5–8 p.m. • Free • Reagan High School, 7104 
Berkman Drive • 974-7630 • www.ci.austin.tx.us/
compplan/

9  Third Annual Night Without Crime 
The North Austin Coalition of Neighborhoods 
invites participants to come out to get to know 
neighbors and learn how to help prevent crime.
6–8 p.m. • Free • 300 E. Rundberg Lane • 628-9715 
www.main.org/nacn

10  Celia Whitler concert and food drive
Singer-songwriter, author and speaker Celia 
Whitler will perform a family-friendly concert to 
benefit Hill Country Community Ministries.
4–6 p.m. • Free with nonperishable food donation 
Triumphant Love Lutheran Church, 9508 Great 
Hills Trail • 346.5683 • www.tllc.org

16–17 15th Texas Book Festival
More than 200 authors will celebrate books and 
reading. Attractions include an Austin City Limits 
photographs exhibit,  live music tent and chil-
dren’s entertainment tent. • State Capitol Building, 
1100 San Jacinto Blvd. • 477-4055  
www.texasbookfestival.org

17  11th Annual IBM Uptown Classic
The 10-kilometer footrace starts at the IBM Austin 
campus and goes through The Domain shopping 
center. The event includes an untimed 5K Family 
Fun Run. Proceeds benefit the YMCA of Austin’s
childhood obesity intervention program. 8–11 a.m. 
$45 (10K), $30 (5K) • IBM North Austin Campus, 
11400 Burnet Road • 322-9622 ext. 35 
www.uptownclassic.com

18  Polish Film Series: “Nadzieja/Hope”
This 2007 film follows 20-year-old Franciszek who 
witnesses and records the theft of a rare painting 
from a Warsaw church; Polish with English subtitles.
6:30 p.m. • Free • Spicewood Springs Branch Austin 
Public Library, 8637 Spicewood Springs Road  
974-3800 • www.ci.austin.tx.us/library

21  Bookmark Yourself
This workshop shows participants how to make a 
bookmark using a self-portrait. • 4 p.m. • Free  
Milwood Branch Austin Public Library, 12500 Am-
herst Drive • 974-9880 • www.austinlibrary.com

“About Face” opening reception
Artists Lisa Bussett, Nicole Jeffords and Maria Lyle 
exhibit works. 5:30–7:30 p.m. • Free • The Gallery at 
Museo, 11266 Taylor Draper Lane • 775-7547

21–30  Austin Film Festival
The Austin Film Festival features narrative, anima-
tion and documentary features and shorts. Film 
badges begin at $42 and vary in price depending 
on attendance packages. Visit www.austinfilm 
festival.com for badge, location and schedule 
information.
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Worth the Drive

1–3  Day Out with Thomas
Thomas the Tank Engine rolls into Burnet for “Day 
Out With Thomas: The Celebration Tour 2010.” A 
party to celebrate Thomas’ 65th birthday will be 
hosted by the Austin Steam Train Association. The 
event includes a 25-minute ride with a full-size 
Thomas, a chance to meet Sir Topham Hatt, arts 
and crafts and storytelling. • 7:30 a.m.–7:30 p.m.  
$18 (ages 2 and up) • Burnet Community Center, 
401 E. Jackson St., Burnet • 866-468-7630  
www.austinsteamtrain.org

All-Inclusive Independent

senior living in austin
Studios, One and Two  
Bedroom Apartments Available!
• Paid Utilities (except telephone) 
• Three nutritious chef-prepared meals daily 
• Planned social activities and outings 
• Free transportation to shopping and appointments
• No buy-in fees or long-term leases 
• Live-in managers available to you 24/7

www.SunshineRetirementLiving.com | Exceeding Expectations with Unexpected Extras through People, Passion and Excellence.

Move-In  
For Only 

$99!

The Clairmont  (800) 775-2402 
12463 Los Indios Trail • Austin, TX 78729 

(3 blocks East of N-183 and McNeil)

The Continental  (800) 626-7047
4604 S Lamar Blvd • Austin, TX 78745 

(West of Hwy 290 between Westgate and Brodie)

3838 Steck Avenue
 Austin, TX 78759

512-345-3771

 www.HillcrestAustin.org Hill tA titA ti
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By Andrea Leptinsky
The Alamo Drafthouse, 

with four locations in Austin, 
includes one at 13729 Research 
Blvd. that was converted into an 
Alamo less than a decade ago. 
While there are multiple theaters 
in the area from which moviego-
ers can choose, the Lake Creek 
Alamo often sees all of its 864 
seats filled when high-profile 
movies are showing.

One huge draw Alamo has 
over other theaters is its spe-
cial programming, said Bryan 
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Bartender Lucy Lowe pours a pint of one of Alamo Lake Creek’s many draft selections. The theater has 
more than 20 drafts on tap, including beers from Boston, Colorado and Belgium.

Neighborhood Dining  |  Alamo Drafthouse Cinema at Lake Creek

Penley, manager of the Lake 
Creek theater.

“The fact that it’s not danc-
ing popcorn and candy is a big 
deal,” he said. “We focus on 
preshow entertainment. We try 
to capture the audience before 
the film, and we’re not always 
showing first-run movies. We 
have unique programming that 
we create in-house.”

Alamo Drafthouse CEO Tim 
League launched the theater 
concept in 1997 with his wife, 
Karrie, opening a single-screen 

183

theater in downtown Austin. 
League sold the company in 2004, 
but retained ownership of three 
Alamo Drafthouse locations, 
which have since merged with the 
corporate locations. The Austin-
born dinner-and-dining concept 
has since grown to include nine 
locations throughout the city as 
well as San Antonio, Houston and 
Winchester, Va.

Within 10 minutes of seat-
ing attendees are greeted by 
one of several waitstaff taking 
orders, whether it be alcohol, an 
appetizer, an entrée or dessert 
for later. Food can be ordered 
before the movie begins or dur-
ing the show.

Lake Creek’s chips and queso 
($4.99) is nothing to laugh at. The 
theater serves a more than decent 
portion for two, accompanied by 
an overflowing basket of chips. 
Add con carne for $1 and guaca-
mole for $1.50, and the appetizer 
is guaranteed to last well through 
the specially selected previews 
and into the feature film. 

Alamo’s freshly baked pizzas 
are a popular selection for movie-
goers. The pizzas, 9 inches in size 
and constructed with the theater’s 

fresh pizza dough and marinara 
sauce—both made from scratch 
daily at the theater—is a hearty 
selection. Matinee attendees can 
take advantage of Lake Creek’s 
Matinee Special, where $18 buys 
you a ticket, pizza and a soda.

The pepperoni pizza, as well as 
The Alamo Burger, are the two 
most popular selections at the 
theater, Penley said. 

Not forgetting vegetarians, 
Alamo provides a broad selec-
tion of meat-free meals, including 
mushroom quesadillas ($8.99), 
the Garden Burger ($8.99)—a 
garden patty with Swiss cheese, 
lettuce onion, tomato and chipotle 
mayo served next to either fries 
or chips and salsa—and Wild at 
Artichoke Hearts pizza ($11.49), 
which features spinach, a four-
cheese blend, sundried tomatoes, 
artichoke hearts, roasted garlic 
and goat cheese.

While Alamo’s Lake Creek 
location does not carry a full 
bar, it does offer a thorough beer 
and wine selection, along with a 
few specialty drinks, including 
the Alamo Margarita, sangria, 
strawberry daiquiri and mimosa, 
all $5.99.

620

Movie-themed selections
Kevin Bacon Lettuce and Tomato ($9.49) 
Lettuce, tomato and smoked bacon, 
served on sourdough with chipotle 
mayo

Poultrygeist pizza  ($11.49)
Basil walnut pesto with cheese blend, 
black olives, chicken breast and roma 
tomatoes

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema at
Lake Creek
13729 Research Blvd.
219-7800 
www.drafthouse.com/lakecreek

Sun.–Sat. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.,  
showtimes vary  

N
Lake Creek Pkwy.
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Third Court of Appeals, Place 4Third Court of Appeals, Place 4  Election 
dates

Election date: Nov. 2
Last day to register to vote: Oct. 4
Early voting: Oct. 18–Oct. 29
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Oct. 26

Interviews by Patrick Brendel

What are the most important issues 
the court faces?

It’s the most important court in the state of Texas 
because it hears all the civil and criminal appeals for 
the 24-county region. It also includes the state govern-
ment headquarters; it also hears all the cases that have 
to be brought there because they concern government 
agencies.

Cases about the environment, agriculture, educa-
tion, water, public corruption, energy—you name 
it—if the issue involves the law and state government, 
it likely comes through the state Capitol and ends up in 
the Third Court. 

What makes you the best candidate 
for the court?

I’m the only candidate who is actually an appel-
late lawyer—I’m the only board-certified expert, 
the only one who has gotten serious experience as 
an advocate in appellate cases, especially the kind 

What are the most important issues 
the court faces?

Some of the things that are very important to the 
entire state are the administrative appeals because 
most of the administrative agencies—98 percent—
are based out of Austin. Any administrative, licensing 
or permitting rule, any regulation, any appeals made 
by the administrative body come through the Third 
Court of Appeals. 

That’s extremely important and something no 
other court of appeals or intermediate appellate 
court generally does. The Supreme Court has the 
final say, of course; that’s of paramount importance.

What makes you the best candidate 
for the court?

I’m the only candidate with any judicial experi-
ence. I served as a district court judge. For eight 
years I served as an appellate attorney for the Court 
of Criminal Appeals. In private practice, I do appeals.

Kurt Kuhn
Democrat
Education: Arkansas Tech University, Yale Law School
Experience: Partner, Brown McCarroll LLP; Assistant Solicitor 
General, Office of the Solicitor General, Attorney General of Texas 
(1999–2000); Law Clerk, U.S. District Court, Western District of 
Arkansas (1996–1997)

420-0155 
www.votekuhn.com

Melissa Goodwin
Republican
Education: University of Texas, Texas State University,  
St. Mary’s University School of Law
Experience: Partner, Potts & Reilly LLP; Travis County 427th 
District Court Judge (2007–2008); Travis County Precinct 3 
Justice of the Peace (2003–2006); Staff Attorney, Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals (1995–2001); Briefing Attorney, Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals (1993–1995); General Counsel’s Office, State 
Bar of Texas (1988–1990)

469-7474 
www.judgegoodwin.com

of complex regulatory and administrative cases 
that the court sees. 

Why are you running for this position?
I’ve always been drawn to public service. I’m the son 

of a teacher and the grandson of a firefighter. Public 
servants have always been heroes in our household. 

I clerked for a federal judge after law school and 
got the bug. Not only did I find I was really good at 
it—what this job entails is something I’m really good 
at—but I also enjoy serving in this way. 

In what ways would you be similar to 
Judge Patterson? How would you be 
different?

Judge Patterson obviously has a lot of respect 
among the appellate bar and everyone else for 
her work ethic and the volume of opinions she 
cranked out. I want to have that same reputation as 
somebody who is known for working the cases and 

moving the docket. 
The biggest problem right now for the Court of 

Appeals is the backlog. There is too much partisan-
ship, too much acrimony. I’d like to get on there to 
help move the docket, help move the backlog, churn 
out a lot of opinions every year.

What do you think about the way 
Texas elects its judges?

So few people really can or are willing to take the 
time to know the candidates’ qualifications. 

I don’t think party should be a big part of it. It 
shouldn’t be a part of it at all. It’s troubling, the need 
to raise money to get your message out. 

I would never propose to get rid of elected judges. 
I wish I could get the partisanship and financial part 
out of it, really get the people focused on who’s the 
most qualified person to do the job.

I’ve been licensed for 17 years, and I’ve either been 
doing appellate work or been on the bench that entire 
time, with about six years on the bench. 

Why are you running for this position?
Judicial service is the main thing. It has been the 

most rewarding professional career choice I’ve ever 
made. That’s part of that. The other part is I love doing 
appeals. I love doing the research. I love doing the 
writing. I’m kind of a law nerd by trade. It’s a way to 
serve that to me is exciting. 

What distinguishes you from your 
opponent?

He does have several years of appellate experience, 
as do I. I can safely say, I’ve read some of his literature, 
and I’m the only one with criminal experience, civil 
appellate experience and I don’t know his experience 
in the administrative law arena, but I have that as 
well. Those are the big three: civil appeals, appeals of 

criminal decisions and then administrative appeals. 
I know for certain I’m the only one with experience 

in all three areas, and I’m the only one with any judicial 
experience. 

What do you think about the way 
Texas elects its judges?

I’ve been appointed, and I’ve been elected. A lot of 
people want to move to an appointed system, and I 
understand why they might want to do that. 

We lose a lot of good judges because of things like 
partisanship and name ID, things that don’t necessarily 
play a part in how good a judge someone is going to 
be. But as a Texan I like being able to have a say in who 
my judges are. 

I’m not necessarily an advocate for a different 
system, just because I think it’s important to Texans 
to have a say in who is running the government, what 
kind of job they’re doing. It’s a tough spot. There are 
pros and cons to all of those systems.

The Texas Legislature created the Third Court of Appeals in 1892. The court is composed of a chief justice and five justices. It has intermediate appellate jurisdiction 
of both civil and criminal cases appealed from lower courts in 24 counties, including Travis and Williamson. Place 4 is being vacated by Justice Jan Patterson, who 
is stepping down after 12 years in the position. Patterson ran for Travis County’s 201st District Court, but was defeated in the March Democratic primary by Amy 
Clark Meachum, who is unopposed in November.

Editor’s note: These are the fourth and fifth in a series of candidate interviews that will appear until the 
November general election, as part of Community Impact Newspaper’s mission to promote civic involve-
ment. All candidates were given the same set of questions to which to respond, and Community Impact News-
paper did not assume responsibility for verifying the accuracy of the responses. For interviews with candidates for 
other positions on the ballot and more information about the election, visit www.impactnews.com/vote10.
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Primary Care and Internal 
Medicine Practice

512-258-8300 • www.zhouclinic.com
12505 Hymeadow Drive, Building. 2 Suite B

Austin, TX 78750

Accepting New Medicare Patients 
and most major insurances

Same day 
appointments available

Chen Zhou, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

183

45

Hymeadow Dr.
Lake C

re
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AUSTIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
NORTHWEST BUSINESS COUNCIL LUNCHEON

Join us for “The Taste of North Austin” 
lunch time networking event 
showcasing tasty samples from several 
North Austin restaurants.

Members: $25 

Future members: $40

Register online today at 
www.austinchamber.com/events

October 12, 2010
11:30 a.m. Check In & 

Networking 
Noon – 1:00 p.m. Program
Norris Conference Centers

2525 W. Anderson Lane
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2010
Interviews by Kathryn EakensFor up-to-the-minute election results, visit www.impactnews.com/vote10.

Why are you seeking re-election?
I ran in 2004 because the 2003 Legislature had broken 

down over two issues. One was the very partisan issue of 
redistricting, and the other was the issue of a $10 billion 
projected budget shortfall that they chose to balance on 
the backs of poor children and teachers. The misguided 
actions of the 2003 Legislature were what caused me to 
run for office in 2004, and going into the 2011 session of 
the Legislature, we face very similar challenges. 

We are entering a redistricting session, which brings 
out the absolute worst in politicians. I have advocated 
every year since I’ve been elected for an independent 
commission to conduct redistricting so politicians don’t 
have the power to draw and control their own districts 
and will continue to do that in 2011. I will be working to 
make sure that we prioritize children as we wrestle with 
this significant projected shortfall. 

Why are you running for office?
I’m running because I think it’s a problem that 

most of this country thinks it only has two choices. 
We do not have two choices in almost anything else in 
our lives. We can choose from multiple cars, clothes, 
television channels, and yet about the most important 
thing we are traditionally told is that we only have two 
options, and people constantly feel that they have to 
go with the lesser of two evils. Three choices is not a 
whole lot better, but it is 150 percent better than it 
was, and I need to be there for that choice. 
What are the most important issues 
facing district 50?

I would say education and rule of law concerning 
property are two extremely important issues. Property 
being vulnerable to seizure by government is always 
a threat. I know there are cities like Pflugerville and 
Round Rock that are very anxious to attract business 
and opportunity, and I want homeowners to feel like 
they will always be secure that their property will not 

Why are you running for office?
I just want to leave a better Texas for my kids. I’m 

a father of four, and I’m concerned with the direction 
the current leaders in Washington are taking the 
country, so I jumped in to offer a conservative alter-
native to the Democratic incumbent in my district, 
who follows that same agenda that the Democrats in 
Washington are following. 

My agenda is more fiscal conservative policies: 
keep taxes low and grow the economy.
What are the most important issues 
facing district 50?

I think overall the most important issue locally 
and nationally is really jobs and the economy. I 
think statewide we have an $18 billion shortfall 
that we’re going to have to deal with, and how we 
deal with the budget ties into the economy. 

If we want a prosperous economy—if we 
want more jobs—we’re going to have to have a 

Mark Strama, Democrat (incumbent)

Education: Brown University

Experience: Incumbent congressman; director  
of programs for Rock the Vote; chief of staff for 
state Sen. Rodney Ellis

463-0821 • www.markstrama.com

Emily Cowan, Libertarian

Education: The University of Texas at Austin

Experience: Director of Intern Program at Cato 
Institute

203-5820 • www.emilycowanfor50.com

Patrick McGuinness, Republican 

Education: Johns Hopkins University; University 
of Illinois (doctorate)

Experience: Engineer at Freescale; Travis County 
Republican party precinct chair

377-1307 • www.patmcguinness.org

What are the most important issues 
facing district 50?

Most of the people I represent really value the invest-
ment we make in our public school system, not only for 
our own children but for the contributions the education 
system makes to our general prosperity as a country. 
Improving that system and maintaining our investment 
in that system, even at a time of significant budget crisis, 
is one of the biggest issues facing the state. 

The other thing I work on a lot—and it’s not 
specific to my district—is I’m now chairman of the 
committee on technology, economic development and 
workforce. For me, one of the most important issues, 
both for the economic development future of the state 
of Texas and for Austin’s economy in general, is making 
sure Texas becomes a leader in the emerging technolo-
gies in the energy industry. The energy economy is 
on the brink of change that will be as dramatic and 
as rapid and as transformational as the information 
technology revolution of the 1990s. While that trans-
formation, I think, holds great promise for consumers 
to bring down energy costs, for the environment 

be taken from them and given to somebody else just 
because a city wants to attract new business. 

I have visited Pflugerville’s high schools and I was 
not impressed with the level of service that teachers 
and principals give to our parents. I think returning 
some more control to the parents as opposed to the 
federal government would be ideal. 
If you had been in office, what would 
you have done differently from your 
opponent, and why?

Mr. Strama—according to his campaign brochure, 
which was mailed to me because I am one of his con-
stituents—has voted to take more tax dollars from the 
federal government in order to assist Texas financial 
problems. I think that’s ridiculous. That money is still 
coming from our own taxpayers. It’s not coming from 
some other place that doesn’t count. It is still coming 
from our own pocket, and it is not going to fix the 
problem. It is like taking money from your checking 
account to save your savings account. It doesn’t solve 

to reduce the harmful consequences of fossil fuel 
consumption, and for international stability to reduce 
our dependence on the Middle East, it is potentially 
very threatening to the economy of Texas, which has 
done very, very well in a fossil fuel–based economy. 
So I am very focused on making Texas a leader of the 
new energy technologies of the future. 
How have you represented the 
wishes of your constituents?

I represent a very diverse constituency. They might 
not all agree with each other, or with me, on every 
issue. I’m almost certain they don’t. But I’ve been 
re-elected each of the last two elections with over 60 
percent of the vote because I think I’ve tried to stay 
very connected to the people in the district [and] to 
keep an open mind and an open door to all points of 
view. I pledged when I was elected to be as responsive 
to the people who voted against me as the people 
who voted for me, and that, I think, accounts for the 
increasing number of votes I’ve received in each suc-
cessive election. 

your overall financial problems. I would have never 
voted for that. 
If elected, what would your top prior-
ity be upon taking office?

My top priority would be helping to ease the 
restrictions that keep other parties and independent 
candidates from getting on the ballot. There is tra-
ditionally so much corruption involved with keeping 
the Republicans and Democrats the only two viable 
candidates. For example, the last governor’s candidate 
from the Libertarian party was not even allowed to 
attend the governor’s debate. Kinky Freidman was 
invited. Carole Strayhorn was invited. Our candidate, 
who was on the ballot: not invited. I think that’s 
ridiculous. Mr. Strama actually once tried to help us 
with this, but since then he’s decided that his priori-
ties lie elsewhere, and he’s not interested in helping 
us anymore. So that’s what I would try to do first. That 
way everybody will always have more choices.

taxpayer-friendly, fiscally conservative approach to 
the budget. I think that’s really the No. 1 issue. 

I think also education is a top concern for people 
in the district and parents like myself. I think we 
need to empower parents and teachers, and we need 
to look at revising some of the top-down mandates 
that we have that add to the administrative overhead 
and don’t contribute to student performance. 
If you had been in office, what would 
you have done differently from your 
opponent, and why?

Strama is an Obama Democrat and I’m a conserva-
tive, so I think there are a lot of differences, but there 
are several votes that I would have certainly taken 
differently. No. 1, he does not support the voter ID 
bill, which is a common sense way to protect the 
integrity of the ballot box. He voted against property 
tax relief. He’s also authored energy mandates that 
would force higher energy costs to consumers. I 

don’t approve of that. Also, he’s been in favor of some 
higher spending that I think I would oppose. 

Overall, he’s more of an Obama Democrat, big 
spender than a fiscal conservative, and I think that’s 
why he got a failed rating from Texas for Fiscal 
Responsibility. I’ll be more of a pro-growth fiscal 
conservative who judges bills based on whether they 
will help build jobs and prosperity in Texas. 
If elected, what would your top 
priority be upon taking office?

The No. 1 priority is looking at the budget and 
making sure we do it in a taxpayer-friendly way and 
judging everything we do on the basis of, “Will this 
help build jobs and prosperity?”

I think one of the first things the Legislature ought 
to do is just pass the voter ID bill. That was stopped 
by the Democrats in the last session, and they killed 
most of the effort in that last session just over that 
one bill. I think it’s time we just passed that bill and 
got over it.

Texas House District 50 encompasses portions of Northwest and Northeast Austin, Round Rock, Pflugerville and Elgin and a 
portion of Travis County. The district is currently represented by Democrat Mark Strama, who has served since 2004. Previously 
the district has been represented by State Rep. Dawnna Dukes, now of Texas House District 46.

 Election 
dates

Election date: Nov. 2
Last day to register to vote: Oct. 4
Early voting: Oct. 18–Oct. 29
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Oct. 26Texas House District 50Texas House District 50



www.TexasOncology.com

 SURVIVE
CANCER
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Texas Oncology–Round Rock
2410 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 150

Round Rock, exas 78681
512-341-8724

Texas Oncology–Cedar Park
1401 Medical Parkway B, Ste. 412

Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512-260-6050

Texas Oncology–Seton Williamson
301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 104

Round Rock, Texas 78665
512-687-2300

Texas Oncology–Georgetown
3201 South Austin Ave., Ste.325

Georgetown, TX 78626
512-763-4380
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Consulting and Coaching for 
businesses & individuals seeking success!

Get in shape with us! 512-986-7629
www.talentstrategy.us • info@talentstrategy.us

Businesses
• Org. Development
• Recruitment
• Training
• Performance Mgmt
• HR Compliance

Individuals
• Job Search Strategies
• Resume/Cover Letter
• Interview Preparation
• Assessments
• Career Consulting

FREE 30 minute phone consultation and Resume Review!  Call Now!
Expiration date of 10/22/10

FREE Hearing 
Checkups for 
Seniors

FREE 
electronic hearing 
screenings this month 
for anyone over 50. 

The screenings will be 
administered by a licensed 
hearing specialist who can 
answer your questions 
about hearing and 
hearing instruments. As 
part of the free screening, 
you will also receive a 
video otoscopic ear canal 
inspection.

CALL TODAY 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT

512-260-2665           

Free ampli� ed phones available to 
those with quali� ed hearing loss

Cook Hearing and Balance
Shoal Creek Plaza 
3202 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 208 
Austin

Attend 

to hear Lewis Timberlake 

explain how to 

turn obstacles into 

opportunities!

Austin Baptist Church
October 5, 2010 • 11:30 am

For details: www.positiveconnectionaustin.com
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This acrylic painting titled “Strawberry Milk Cow” by artist Stephen R. will be featured at the gala. 

Joshua, a student at Arc of the Arts, enjoys 
painting abstract art and will show some of his 
works at this year’s gala.
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By Kate Hull
The Arc of the Capital Area’s 

11th annual Building Bridges 
Art Celebration and Auction 
will be Oct. 6 at the Hilton 
Austin to celebrate the works of 
professional artists, including 
those with disabilities. Many of 
the more than 100 pieces are the 
works of students involved in the 
nonprofit’s program, Arc of the 
Arts studio and gallery.

Founded in 1949, the Arc 
advocates for the education and 

welfare of community members 
with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities and provides 
community-based services that 
improve the quality of life for the 
individuals and their caregivers. 

“The goal of the Arc is to keep 
people in the community and 
out of institutions, but some-
times that can be isolating for 
people,” said Randi Knight, the 
director of marketing and devel-
opment. “You don’t necessarily 
get everyday interaction, and 

Arc of the Arts Studio and 
Gallery
6717 Burnet Road • 524-2371  
www.arcofthecapitalarea.org

programs like the Arc of the Arts 
and the annual gala allows them 
to get out in the community and 
for the community to experience 
our participants.”  

The art gala, whose proceeds 
go to the Arc, first began in 
hopes of fostering opportunities 
for all artists but did not feature 
many pieces by artists with dis-
abilities. Knight began working 
at the nonprofit in 2006 and 
wanted to help change this by 
developing more opportunities 
for budding artists and provid-
ing an inclusive space. In August 
2008, the Arc of the Arts studio 
and gallery program began, and 
in 2009, the nonprofit opened the 
Cool Family Gallery and Traber 
Studio on Burnet Road. 

Designed for people ages 14 
and older, the students are given 
the opportunity to create, sell and 
earn a commission from their art. 
The classes are held Wednesday 
through Saturday from  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Tuesdays 
are movement day where the 
focus is on utilizing voice and 
movement in activities such as 
plays, music and classes.

The program’s mission is to 

combine social inclusion and 
career building skills with advo-
cating personal expression while 
providing students with a means 
for growth as an artist. 

“The biggest value of our 
classes is the fact that it gives a 
person an identity that they can 
be proud of,” Knight said.

The Arc offers several ser-
vices to the Austin community, 
including Juvenile Justice Ser-
vices focused on special educa-
tion students who are at risk for 
being involved in the criminal 
justice system, family and care-
giver support and guardianship 
support.  

“As a nonprofit not unlike 
many others in the community, 
it is especially important that 
people continue to support us,” 
said Gerald Murphy, the director 
of agency services. “We have been 
impacted by the bad economy, 
and we need people to continue 
to support the Arc.”

The proceeds of the Building 
Bridges gala will go directly to the 
Arc’s programs in hopes of allow-
ing the nonprofit to expand the 
amount of services available to 
the Austin community. For ticket 

Anderson Ln.

Allandale Rd.
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Nonprofit Profile  |  Arc of the Arts

and donation information, call 
476-7044 or visit  
www.arcofthecapitalarea.org. 
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NORTHWEST AUSTIN
258.3764
12416 HYMEADOW DR.

O U R  L E G A C Y  I S  Q U A L I T Y  C A R E

FOR ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS AND SERVICES, VISIT: AUSTINORALSURGERY.COM

AUSTIN ORAL SURGERY, 

PROVIDING A FULL RANGE OF 

SERVICES INCLUDING 

WISDOM TEETH REMOVAL 

AND DENTAL IMPLANTS.

NORTH CENTRAL AUSTIN
346.7949
7800 N. MOPAC

SOUTH AUSTIN
447.6684
2501 W. WILLIAM CANNON

CENTRAL AUSTIN
454.6725
711 W. 38TH ST.

CELEBRATING

IN CENTRAL TEXAS

39 Years of Service

Welcoming
DR. MICHAEL DING 

TO NORTHWEST AUSTIN
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News Report  | Travis County’s Central Health breaks ground on Braker Lane clinic

Joseph M. de Leon
A new healthcare center that broke 

ground in early September will help fill a 
growing gap in health care for Northwest 
Austin when it opens in fall 2011. It will 
provide area residents, including those 
who may be uninsured or recipients of 
Medicare or Medicaid, with affordable 
and accessible health care.

Patricia Young Brown, president and 
CEO for Central Health, said the North 
Central Health Center will offer a full-
service center that addresses all health 
care needs for Travis County residents. 
Services will range from maternity and 
women’s health services to dental care 
and chronic disease management. 

“This array of services is the model for 
community health centers—you want one 
place to get wellness care so parents don’t 
have to take children to the ER for an ear 
infection,” Brown said. “That is the model 
for community health care, having a place 
to come to stay well.”

Central Health, formerly Travis County 
Healthcare District, is a division of the 
State of Texas and was created in 2004 to 
help provide health care to Travis County 

residents at or below 200 percent of the 
Federal Poverty Level and not eligible 
for other private or public insurance 
programs. The Central Health Board of 
Managers and the Travis County Com-
missioners Court approve the annual 
budget and tax rates.

Central Health identifies and prioritizes 
community healthcare needs and contracts 
with a network of healthcare service pro-
viders to meet those needs. CommUnity 
Care will operate the North Central Health 
Center. The majority of the nonprofit’s 
nearly $50 million annual budget comes 
from Central Health and the Federal 
Bureau of Primary Health Care.
New center replaces inadequate space

The health center will replace the 
Northeast Austin Health Center, 7112 
Ed Bluestein Blvd., which opened in an 
aging and poorly built commercial ware-
house space. A smaller northeast clinic 
is planned to serve the area after the new 
center opens, but details have not yet been 
determined. 

Patients who qualify for Central 
Health services historically lived east 
of I-35, Brown said. In recent years, 

redevelopment east of downtown and 
more affordable housing options in North 
Austin caused a population shift north-
ward.

Central Health studies showed that 
a growing number of Northeast Austin 
Health Center patients were coming from 
north of downtown and the building 
proved inadequate for the growing vol-
ume of services offered at the center.

“When we came to the end of the lease, 
we saw an opportunity to see how we 
could improve our services and what we 
found was a growing need for our services 
but in a more geographically northern 
location,” Brown said. “The Braker [Lane] 
location is ideal in terms of access and it 
gives us an opportunity to build from the 
ground up.”
Addressing concerns

The health center will be located at 1210 
W. Braker Lane and operate in an envi-
ronmentally friendly building located on 
a 7-acre property that is seeking a LEED 
Silver certification from the U.S. Green 
Building Council. 

Ed Gómez, community relations direc-
tor for Central Health, started a dialogue 
with neighborhood association repre-
sentatives in August 2009 after residents 
began to oppose the project.

During a series of public forums, 
residents voiced their concerns about 
increased traffic, noise pollution, privacy, 
safety and environmental quality related 
to the development. 

Walt Esquivel, former president of 
North Park Estates Neighborhood 
Association, said another problem was 
the community was not involved in the 
decision-making process for where to 
build the new center. 

“When it came time for how to best 
allocate the tax monies we had invested in 
the city’s health care, the public was not 
involved,” Esquivel said. “I believe there 
should be clinics for accessible health 
care, but I don’t believe in approving a 
health center in a part of town where 
there is not as much need as compared to 
other areas.”

Mayor Lee Leffingwell, left, Commissioner Sarah Eckhardt and Dr. Tom Coopwood of Central Health were among the dignitaries 
who attended the Sept. 1 ground breaking of North Central Health Center.

North Central Health Center at a glance
• $18 million investment

• Planned to open in fall 2011

• 50,000-square-foot medical center on  
7 acres

• Expected to serve more than 44,000 
patients each year

• Services will include maternity, women’s 
health, pediatric, chronic care disease 
management, diagnostics, dental, primary 
care and behavioral health counseling

• Environmentally friendly building seeking a 
LEED Silver certification from the U.S. Green 
Building Council
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Esquivel said once residents accepted 
the center would be built despite their 
protests, neighbors began to work with 
Central Health representatives to find 
solutions to concerns.

Central Health staff used the input to 
refine the plans.

A green space filled with native plants 
and existing heritage oaks will separate 
the center from the abutting neighbor-
hood to address environmental concerns. 
Supply deliveries and trash collection sites 
will be placed across from a nearby gas 
station to reduce noise concerns. 

“The participants saw we are not going 
to fill the place with undesirables and 
degrade the community; on the contrary, 
we are bringing in one of the best health-
care facilities in the area,” Gómez said. 
“Oftentimes, the most vulnerable and the 
poor are given an old building in the bad 
part of town, but if we provide a building 
that is healthy and green, then our com-
munity will be healthy too.”



The surgeons of  Southwest Bariatric Surgeons have helped more than  
2000 people lose weight and keep it off. With better health and more energy, 

they can now participate more fully in life and be there for friends and 
family. Our 10 Austin and Round Rock-based surgeons are always  

there to personally care for our patients.

Learn More at a Free Seminar in Person or Online.
Seminars are held in Round Rock, Cedar Park and throughout the Austin area.  

For more information, please check out our website.

Online seminar anytime at www.SouthwestBariatric.com 
Register at www.SouthwestBariatric.com or call 512.334.1885

Lap-Band  •  ReaLize Band  •  GastRic Bypass  •  sLeeve GastRectomy

Since her Lap-Band surgery 
in February 2008, D’Anne 
has lost more than 80 
pounds. She no longer takes 
blood pressure medicine, and 
her sleep apnea is gone.

Individual patient results vary.

future
Be there

yourfor

Weight Loss Surgery could help you live a more fulfilling life.

Stephen S. Clark, M.D., FACS, Tim L. Faulkenberry, M.D., FACS, Mark R. Sherrod, M.D., FACS, Nancy G. Marquez, M.D., FACS, 

Paula S. Oliver, M.D., FACS, Patrick C. Dillawn, M.D., FACS, Steven M. Fass, M.D., FACS, Bridget M. Brady, M.D., FACS,  

Mario A. Longoria, M.D., FACS, Jinnie A. Bruce, M.D., FACS (All surgeons also practice with Capital Surgeons Group.)

Whether you desire custom cabinets or 
a full remodel, we’ll help you build it. 

From residential to commercial projects, 
there is no job too small or too large for 

Renaissance Contracting LLC. 

We take great pride in the quality of our 
work, timely completion of our projects, 

and the overall satisfaction 
of our clients.

$500 OFF
with minimum of $5,000 

remodeling project
Expires 10/22/2010

512.470.7868 
WWW.RENAISSANCE - TX.COM

FLOORING/TILE | CUSTOM CABINETS | ROOF REPLACEMENT  | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS  
PAINTING/STAINING | CONCRETE/MASONRY | ADDITION/REMODEL  

 CUSTOM METAL WORK  |  SIDING/WINDOW REPLACEMENT
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• Specializing in Dell, IBM/Lenovo, Toshiba, HP/Compaq
• Repair all major brands
• Screens/Drives/Motherboards/Spyware/Viruses

FREE DIAGNOSTICS/
EVALUATION ON ANY 

NOTEBOOK OR 
DESKTOP COMPUTER 
(A $49 VALUE) with coupon. Not valid with 
any other offers. One coupon per person. 
Not valid on previous sales. Cedar Park 

location only. Expires 10/22/2010.

COMPUTER 
TRADE-IN MONTH

Trade or Recycle one of yours
Buy one of ours &

Get Free Data Transfer!
With coupon. Not valid with any other offers. 
One coupon per person. Not valid on previous 
sales. Cedar Park location only. While supplies 

last. Expires 10/22/2010.

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • UPGRADES

NOW 
OFFERING 

the latest 4G Wimax 
Internet Service!

Downtown Austin:  24th & Rio Grande  474-6060
 M-F 10-6 Sat 11-4

Cedar Park:  1890 Ranch Shopping Ctr  260-9393 
M-F 10-7 Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5 (next to Half Price Books)

www.mrnotebook.com

Reupholstery, custom window treatments, custom bedding, 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

314 Old Highway 183, Cedar Park  •  331.7503

www.plushhomefabric.com
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Expires October 31, 2010
30%OFF

all roll ends and folded 
 remnants during the 
 month of October!

REMNANT CLEARANCE!

CONTINUED FROM | 1

Imagine Austin
the opportunity to do that, and it’s our 
responsibility to respond.”

For nearly three decades Austin has 
relied upon a comprehensive plan that was 
adopted in 1979 called the Austin Tomor-
row Comprehensive Plan. The plan envi-
sioned that in 1995 new residential areas 
would be an assortment of single-family 
homes and neighborhood streets would be 
populated with pedestrians, not cars. The 
Austin of today is instead moving toward 
dense urban residential developments, but 
walkable streets are still being sought by 
citizens.
Taking a step back 

Soon after taking his position with 
the city in 2008 City Manager Marc Ott 
saw that the 1979 plan was outdated and 
required improvements to address Aus-
tin’s growing density.

“Austin has proven itself to be an attrac-
tive spot where people want to come,” said 
Margaret Cooper, chair of the Citizens 
Advisory Task Force that helped form the 
vision statement of the Imagine Austin 
plan. “Better we plan for an orderly com-
prehensive approach to what is expected 
and predicted by scientists in the next 30 
years so we are not behind the curve.”

City Council began developing the Imag-
ine Austin plan in September 2008 by select-
ing a team of consultants led by Wallace, 

Roberts and Todd.
 The public involvement phase of devel-

oping the plan began in October 2009. 
Currently the vision statement is being 
reviewed by council and is set to be final-
ized later this year.

The comprehensive plan is designed to 
address 14 elements including future land 
use development, housing, conservation 
and environmental resources, historic and 
cultural preservation and urban design.

“The main issue right now is trying to 
get citizen involvement because we want 
it to be a bottom-up type of report,” said 
Dave Sullivan, chair of the city’s Planning 
Commission. “The ideal situation is for 
the citizens to write the comprehensive 
plan and staff and the consultant are only 
facilitators who channel the information 
from the general public.”

Residents in Gracywoods participated  
in the Imagine Austin neighborhood 
meetings and then created their own 
Imagine Gracywoods plan that narrowed 
the Austin plan to four elements that  
define the neighborhood’s future, Stewart 
said, including community building, gov-
ernment relations, parks and safety.

“Because of the Imagine Austin process 
we have learned a methodology that could 
come down a step to a more localized 
area,” Gracywoods Neighborhood Asso-
ciation President Francoise Luca said. 
Starting over 

Public meetings held earlier this spring 
allowed citizens to envision the Austin of 

the future, by mapping out where they felt 
new developments should occur including 
regional, town and neighborhood centers; 
residential areas; commercial areas; indus-
trial areas and mixed-use developments.

Four future growth scenarios for the 
City of Austin were designed as a result 
of public input at the meetings. The future 
scenarios will be voted on during a third 
community forum series, scheduled to be 
held at the end of September.
Ongoing public input

 There are still ongoing opportunities for 
citizens to provide input on the scenarios 
and the vision statement.

After the comprehensive plan is devel-
oped, it will not be a document set in 
stone. The city charter requires that once 
adopted the comprehensive plan must be 
updated every five years and every year it 
will be reassessed for viability.

Sullivan said this system of revision 
was not in the 1979 plan, which led to it 
becoming outdated. 

“Do you want the voters of 2010 to dic-
tate to the voters of 2039 what their world 
is going to look like?” Sullivan said.

One key issue that should be addressed 
in the Imagine Austin plan is the inherent 
link among housing, education and the 
economy. Sullivan said research suggests 
that students who have unreliable housing 
may drop out of school and will, therefore, 
not enter the workforce and help contrib-
ute to the thriving economy.

Traffic congestion is another key issue, 

and the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 
Plan will not only make new roads, but also 
find more efficient ways for people to be 
mobile, such as mass transit, Sullivan said.

“What we have seen in Austin through-
out my life is continued steady growth at 
a somewhat phenomenal rate,” Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell said, noting the city has dou-
bled in population every 20 years since 1870 
and by 2040 the city may have a population 
of 1.5 million people. “Population growth is 
a fact of life that we have to deal with. That 
means we need to plan for the services, 
infrastructure and public safety services 
that we need to actually make that growth 
an advantage to the City of Austin instead 
of making our quality of life go down.”

Over the next few months, technical 
work will be done on the 14 elements out-
lined by the Planning Commission. The 
work done on the comprehensive plan will 
continue to require large public input and 
care, Sullivan said.

The third series of community forums 
began Sept. 20. Visit the comprehensive 
plan’s main website at www.ci.austin.tx.us/
compplan/ to see a complete schedule.

—Additional reporting by  
Beth Wade

For video interviews with Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell and Dave Sullivan of the 
Austin Planning Commission, 

visit more.impactnews.com/9786

The city’s recommendation
• Developed by city staff to illustrate current 

trends

• All emerging projects will continue to be 
developed

• Involves one regional center downtown

• Mixed-use corridors would be along major 
urban arterials

• Development would be targeted at major 
highway intersections 

• Residential infill would occur in most single-
family urban core neighborhoods

The distributed scenario
• Development along major roads 
• Aims to preserve open land in the east

The crescent scenario 
• Development along major roads 
• Seeks to preserve land to the west

The centers scenario 
• Development into mixed-use centers in 

areas near the airport, Decker Lane and 
Manor Road as well as at the intersection 
of I-35 and Toll 130, Toll 130 and Hwy. 71 
and along Loop 360

• Space to the east is left open for 
agriculture

The linear scenario 
• Most compact with growth focused at five 

major centers

• Development would fill within areas between 
MoPac and Toll 130, and at centers such as 
the airport, Decker Lane, Manor Road and the 
intersection of I-35 and Toll 130

• Land to the east and west would be preserved, 
and the east is also left open for agriculture

Imagine Austin’s 
growth scenarios

More than 450 residents created 63 maps idealizing 
Austin’s anticipated future growth over the next 
30 years. Four themed scenarios and one city 
recommendation were created out of the 63 maps.

Save the date for the third round of 
public input for Imagine Austin:

•	Sept. 27, 5–8 p.m. 
Austin Community College (South)

•	Sept. 28, 5–8 p.m. 
Del Valle Opportunity Center 
(Southeast)

•	Sept. 29, 5–8 p.m.  
Concordia University - Texas 
(Northwest)

•	Oct. 4, 5–8 p.m.  
Bowie High School (Southwest)

•	Oct. 5, 5–8 p.m. 
Dell Jewish Community Center (North)

•	Oct. 6, 5–8 p.m. 
Reagan High School (Northeast)

The community 
forum series’ 
public meetings



18  |  September 2010   Community Impact Newspaper • Northwest Austin Edition



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com   September 2010  |  19  

CONTINUED FROM | 1

County agenda

Meet your Travis County Commissioners Court representatives
Made up of four commissioners and the county judge, the Commissioners Court is the governing body 
for Travis County. The county judge presides as the chairman and is elected in a countywide election. 
The voters of their respective precinct elect the commissioners every four years. The court meets every 
Tuesday at 9 a.m. in the Travis County Administration Building, 314 W. 11th St. The court is in charge 
of adopting the county budget each year and setting the tax rate. The court’s other responsibilities 
include operating county parks, maintaining the jail, providing law enforcement and building roads. 
Northwest Austin, as defined by Community Impact Newspaper, includes three different precincts, 
including precincts one, two and three. Margaret Gomez represents precinct four in southern Travis 
County, and County Judge Sam Biscoe presides over the court.

Ron Davis, precinct one commissioner 
854-9111 • ron.davis@co.travis.tx.us
Elected: 1998

What are your top priorities?
I have a lot of issues such as, I am dealing with a lot of 
growth. Land-use authority is very critical. We don’t 
have enough land-use authority given from the state 
Legislature. By not doing that, it kind of leaves us 
vulnerable—very vulnerable. [Another priority,] of 
course, is coming up with a comprehensive plan where 
by we can incorporate a lot of things into the county 
that hopefully the city and the other municipalities 
will share because of our relationship under certain 
chapters and certain laws. But at the end of the day it all 
boils down to making sure that the quality of life that is 
experienced outside of the city’s jurisdiction is just as it is 
experienced, probably, inside of the city’s jurisdiction. 

Sarah Eckhardt, precinct two commissioner 
854-9222 • sarah.eckhardt@co.travis.tx.us
Elected: 2007

What are your top priorities?
My top priorities in precinct two are transportation 
and land-use planning so that we can have the most 
efficient governance structure that we can. Second, 
to preserve green space and quality of life also 
through land-use planning. Third is to promote a just 
and equitable county government, and that would 
translate into law enforcement, court services, health 
and human services and emergency services that are 
consistent across the county. 

Karen Huber, precinct three commissioner 
854-9333 • karen.huber@co.travis.tx.us
Elected: 2008

What are your top priorities?
I have a global priority, which is responsible growth in 
Central Texas. Under that is better transportation and 
mobility, water quality and availability, maintaining 
quality of life and also fiscal responsibility to the 
taxpayers.

the State of Texas. They are a unit 
of state government designed to 
provide state services but at the 
local level,” said Donald Lee, 
executive director for the Texas 
Conference of Urban Counties. 
“Cities are corporations created 
by people who live close together 
to do things collectively. Cities 
have the authority to do any-
thing, if they are a home rule 
city, they think is in the best 
interest of the city, unless state 
law says they cannot. Counties 
can do nothing unless state law 
says they can.”

The county is a member of the 
conference, a group made up of 
35 member counties that pro-
vides analysis of legislation, state 
agency rule making and attorney 
general opinions and represents 
urban counties’ interests to state 
agencies and the Legislature.

Travis County includes 989 
square miles of which approxi-
mately 50 percent is unincor-
porated, or not within the 27 
municipalities in Travis County. 
The county maintains more 
than 1,200 miles of roads in the 
unincorporated areas and is also 

responsible for constructing and 
operating jails and the civil and 
criminal judicial system, main-
taining public records, collecting 
property taxes, issuing vehicle 
registration and transfers and 
registering voters. The county is 
also responsible for conducting 
elections, providing law enforce-
ment within unincorporated 
areas and offering health and 
social services to those who can-
not afford it. 
Growth management

The commissioners would like 
to see the county gain authority 
to manage growth in areas where 
the county is rapidly growing. 

“Counties that have growth 
are finding that they don’t have 
the tools that everyone expects 
them to have to facilitate that 
growth,” Lee said. “Developers 
expect counties to have more 
ability to work with them. Peo-
ple, especially citizens, expect the 
county to have more authority so 
the county can help protect their 
investments in a home.”

Under its current legislative 
authority, the county has no abil-
ity to tell landowners to mitigate 
for incompatibilities with neigh-
boring landowners, Eckhardt said.

“I would like to see the urban-
izing counties have many of the 

same tools the cities do because 
we have the same conditions—
urban growth,” Precinct Three 
Commissioner Karen Huber 
said. “It’s a hard sell at the Legis-
lature because we have so many 
rural counties in Texas. I don’t 
think we will get sweeping leg-
islation for land use, but we can 
pick the biggest issue—like buf-
fers for incompatible land use. … 
What we will do in this session is 
focus on very specific areas that 
are the most problematic.” 

While growth management 
concerns vary among counties, 
Eckhardt said officials in Travis 
County are looking for a way to 
protect residents’ property rights. 

“This is what happens so often. 
People say property rights, prop-
erty rights, property rights, and 
I absolutely agree. But when 
somebody else moves in next-
door who is also saying property 
rights [when] your interests don’t 
match, suddenly, whose property 
rights trump?” She said, adding 
that the county is not seeking 
similar powers as city zoning 
authority. “All we’re saying is, if 
you want to put industrial here 
and residential on the other side 
of the fence, that we be given the 
ability to balance those compet-
ing interests.”

Transportation funding
Another topic commissioners 

want to address is how to fund 
transportation infrastructure.

“We really need to have an 
adequate and equitable funding 
stream to preserve and improve 
transportation options, includ-
ing transit and existing popula-
tion centers. Because right now, 
the state ain’t funding transpor-
tation, whether it’s maintenance 
or improvement. It’s falling to 
the locals to do it,” Eckhardt 
said. “We have had a, not perfect 
but certainly more equitable, 
funding stream previously in 
the [state] gas tax. We are mov-
ing to user fees and property tax, 
which is not as good from an 
equity standpoint. We need to 
go to what amounts to a benefi-
ciary tax. If you are a beneficiary 
of a transit or transportation 
system, you should contribute 
towards it.”

Part of Eckhardt’s concern is 
the county’s inability to control 
how its more rural areas grow. 
For instance, Formula One mov-
ing into the rural southeastern 
part of Travis County means 
money that would have gone 
toward improving roads in other 
areas of the county may have to 
be directed to increasing capacity 

on the roads near the track to 
handle more traffic, she said.

“What happens in county land 
use is a developer of either a resi-
dential, industrial or recreational 
project can go out in the middle 
of nowhere on a two-lane agri-
cultural road and plunk down 
something that will be a traffic 
generator, the likes of which no 
planner foresaw,” Eckhardt said. 
“Who should pay for [the road 
improvements]?”

The county would like to be 
able to charge development fees 
to build transportation infra-
structure, Eckstein said, rather 
than current residents paying 
for growth.

“Being reactive in the building 
of our transportation infrastruc-
ture is killing us financially and 
from an efficiency standpoint,” 
Eckhardt said. “Because the state 
does not allow us to do any plan-
ning, we are regulated to simply 
following the whims of the mar-
ket. The market just doesn’t care 
about 10 years from now—it’s not 
supposed to. I don’t blame the 
market for not caring about 10 
years from now; that’s the gov-
ernment’s job. Give me the tools 
to do the job.”
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Cash-Back Plus more 
from my checking account.

We’ve put the “ Plus” in Cash-back Checking 
with Cash-Back Checking Plus ! Now, in 

addition to earning a nickel each time you 
swipe and sign with your Debit Card, you will 

also now earn 5 PlusPoints. Earn $2.25 in 

Cash-Back? Get 225 PlusPoints, too!

Find out more about our PlusPoints 
Rewards Program at aplusfcu.org.

800-252-8148

Whatever your dream... 
we can help.

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2009 Volvo S40 
2.4i Sedan
$23,275
4 door Sedan, 2.4L I-5cyl, Automatic 
transmission, 18,185 miles. Stock Num-
ber: GP2404. Vin: YV1MS382892456505. 
Model Code: S40 2.4I A SR

2010 Audi A3 2.0T Premium Hatchback
$27,900

2010 Subaru 
Forester 2.5X 
Premium
$22,664
2.5L H-4cyl, Automatic transmis-
sion, 9,148 miles. Stock Number: 
Z4038A. Vin: JF2SH6CC7AH721947. 
Model Code: AFF

4 door Hatchback, 2.0L I-4cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 6,367 
miles. Stock Number: AP5442. Vin: 
WAUBFAFM7AA018673. 
Model Code: 8PA59X

taxes & insurance. Buyer responsible for HOA dues ($160/
monthly). Rates subject to change. Must meet income, 
credit & loan qualifications. Other restrictions may apply. 
See sales consultant for details.

From Hwy 183/Toll Road 183A, head East on 
Brushy Creek Road, turn left on Parmer Lane. 
Paradiso Villas is 1/4 mile on the right.

Own your home
AND Your Weekends!

www.MyMileStone.com

Affordable
LOW-MAINTENANCE

LIFESTYLE, LAWNCARE 
INCLUDED

LIFESTYLE

LAWNCARE
INCLUDED

Enjoyable

PRIVATE
COMMUNITY POOL
& WALKING PATHS MAINTENANCE

LIVING

ComfortableSHOP, DINE &
PLAY nearby

brushy creek
park

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS

Valuable

Comfortable

Available
11 Homes

30 day closings

Garden Homes from the $160’s 
512-215-3424

Telenna Thompson 512-663-5821
Shawn Cate 512-820-5900

11400 West Parmer Lane, Cedar Park

Own for as little as $709 per month
Townhomes from the $130’s 
512-215-5220
Katie Flansburg 661-674-5403
1900 Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park

Affordable
LOW-MAINTENANCE

LIFESTYLE, LAWNCARE 
INCLUDED

LIFESTYLE

LAWNCARE
INCLUDED

Enjoyable

PRIVATE
COMMUNITY POOL
& WALKING PATHS MAINTENANCE

LIVING

ComfortableSHOP, DINE &
PLAY nearby

brushy creek
park

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS

Valuable

Comfortable

Available
11 Homes

30 day closings

Affordable
LOW-MAINTENANCE

LIFESTYLE, LAWNCARE 
INCLUDED

LIFESTYLE

LAWNCARE
INCLUDED

Enjoyable

PRIVATE
COMMUNITY POOL
& WALKING PATHS MAINTENANCE

LIVING

ComfortableSHOP, DINE &
PLAY nearby

brushy creek
park

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS

Valuable

Comfortable

Available
11 Homes

30 day closings

Based on $129,900 purchase price, 3.5% down 
payment & 2/1 buydown (2.25%/ 3.25%/4.25%) with 
2.838% APR. Monthly payment ($709 in Yr1, $765 in 
Yr2 & $826 in Yrs 3-30) includes principal, interest, 

Zero Down Payment 
Programs Available!

NEW
1-Story

Floor Plan
Now Open at Lake Travis

Coming Soon to South Austin

Take 183A North to the Brushy Creek/Cypress 
Creek Exit. Turn left at light & travel 1.7 miles on 
Cypress Creek Rd., then left on Juliette Way & left 
on Little Elm Trail. Cypress Creek Townhomes are 
just ahead on the right.
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Credit unions Key Bank Address Phone Year

A+ Federal Credit Union 13087 N. US 183 302-6800 1984

A+ Federal Credit Union 13212 N. Lamar Blvd. 302-6800 2010

Amplify Federal Credit Union 2608 Brockton Drive 836-5901 1987

Amplify Federal Credit Union 13050 Pond Springs Road 836-5901 2002

Austin Telco Federal Credit 1100 Center Ridge Drive 670-5166 2010

Capitol Credit Union 11902 Burnet Road, Ste. A 477-9465 1994

Government Employees 
Federal Credit Union 10806 Metric Blvd. 339-9812 1988

Randolph-Brooks Federal 
Credit Union (admin center) 11911 Burnet Road 833-3300 2011

Randolph-Brooks Federal 
Credit Union 10135 Lake Creek Parkway 833-3300 2009

Randolph-Brooks Federal 
Credit Union 14001 Owen Tech Blvd. 833-3300 2009

State Farm Federal  
Credit Union 8900 Amberglen Blvd. 918-5933 1972

Texans Credit Union 12501 Research Blvd. 972-348-2000 2009

TruWest Federal Credit Union 13609 N. I-35, Bldg. 4, 996-4000 2004

United Heritage Credit Union 12208 N. MoPac 435-4545 1988

University Federal Credit Union 3305 Steck Ave. 467-8080 1995

University Federal Credit Union 13860 N. US 183 467-8080 2002
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own regional service facility,” McDonald 
said. 
Credit unions grow

While the number of credit unions has 
declined in the past three decades because 
of mergers, credit union assets in Texas 
have grown 34 percent from $47.8 billion in 
2005 to $63.9 billion in 2009, according to 
Texas Credit Union League records. Dur-
ing the same time, the number of members 
increased nearly 9 percent to more than 
7.4 million. The league advocates for the 
nonprofit financial cooperatives that are 
owned and operated by members.

In Northwest Austin, the number of 
credit union locations has grown from a 
handful of branches in the 1980s to more 
than a dozen in 2010. 

Winter Prosapio, director of public 
affairs for the league, said while the eco-
nomic slump has caused significant credit 
tightening in commercial banks, credit 
unions have hardly been affected. 

“Credit unions have always had fairly 
conservative lending practices and we 
don’t have to pay money out to investors,” 
Prosapio said. “The bottom line is that 
money goes back to members in the form 
of better rates on loans, savings and other 
products, like small business lending.”
How credit unions work

A credit union’s mission to pool 
resources together, provide financial edu-
cation, encourage thrift and return profits 
to the cooperative is a recipe for growth, 
especially during economic downturns, 
Prosapio said. 

“People in Austin are in tune to the 
value of being a part of a cooperative, and 
they get the idea that working together 
you can achieve great benefits,” Prosapio 
said. “They are looking for an alternative 
to banks.”

Melanie Tipps, marketing director for 
Austin Telco Federal Credit Union, said 
one of the biggest hurdles credit unions 
have had to overcome is the idea that mem-
bers must work for a particular employer. 
Decades ago, credit unions were often 
established to serve individual companies 
or industries. 

Most credit unions today operate as a 
community charter, which means they 
accept members who work, live or worship 
in an underserved area determined by the 
National Credit Union Administration—
the federal agency that charters and super-
vises federal credit unions.

Austin Telco, which has 18 locations, 
plans to add three new branches before the 
end of the year. Sites are planned to open 
in Lakeway in September, Taylor in Octo-
ber and San Marcos in December. 
Technology levels playing field

Despite continued growth, credit unions 
have struggled with their small size com-
pared to commercial banks. Technology 
is helping to even the odds for Randolph-
Brooks, McDonald said.

Randolph-Brooks staff released an iPhone 
application in April to allow members to 
use a camera to deposit checks remotely, 
find nearby branches and manage accounts. 
A similar application will be released for 
Android users before the end of September. 

“Credit unions may be smaller than 
banks, but we’re big on technology so all of 
a sudden, we can serve you wherever you 
are,” McDonald said. 

Expanding services
Sheila Wojcik, spokeswoman for Uni-

versity Federal Credit Union, said while 
using the latest technology helps attract 
new members and better serve existing 
members, credit unions are also develop-
ing new services.

“Credit unions can now serve small 
businesses, and that was not the case in 
years past,” Wojcik said. “That’s impor-
tant because most businesses in Austin are 
small businesses, and we can create a very 
personal relationship with our small busi-
ness members.”

University leaders plan to build a 
new branch near Parmer Lane and Sco-
field Farms Drive as well as locations in 
Pflugerville and Round Rock sometime in 
late 2011 or early 2012.

“We’ve survived the past two years well, 
the large international banks have gotten a 
bad name and more consumers are redis-
covering the benefits of doing business 
with a local community organization,” 
Wojcik said.
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Education Focus

By Andrea Leptinsky
The AISD board of trustees 

voted Aug. 23 to eliminate a tax 
break offered for historic prop-
erties. The elimination of the tax 
break, which saves $1.77 million 
for local and statewide educa-
tion, now provides less mon-
etary support for owners of his-
toric properties.

“It is very precipitous and ill 
advised,” said Jacqui Schraad, 
executive director of the Heritage 
Society of Austin. “It is going 
to have some long-term, unin-
tended consequences.” 

AISD offered a 50 percent tax 
exemption on the assessed value 
of a historic residence or historic 
nonprofit building and a 25 per-
cent exemption on the assessed 
value of the structure’s land. For 
a historic property that includes 
an owner-occupied home valued 
at $681,200, the AISD tax break 
would have provided a relief of 
about $4,200 from the owner’s 
property tax bill. 

The Texas Historical Com-
mission estimated Austin’s his-
toric preservation effort injects  
$140 million into the city’s econ-
omy every year, Schraad said. 

“It brings tourism, provides 
sustainable neighborhoods and 
brings in an increased tax base 
into historic neighborhoods,” she 
said. “They are killing the goose 
that laid the golden egg for a very 
small annual return on the deci-
sion they made.”

More than $1 million will be 
saved for education as a result 
of the tax break, but not all of it 
will remain within the city, said 

AISD cuts historic property tax break, saves $1.8 million

Education districts’ 
former tax break on a 
historic landmark
Example: Owner-occupied home in 
Pemberton, West Austin

Property value: $681,200

Tax break formerly offered 
by AISD and ACC on this 
property: $4,217

Property tax bill before 
exemptions: $14,571

Property tax bill after 
exemptions: $10,354

By the numbers: What the end of the tax 
break means for AISD

Revenue brought in as a result of the tax break elimination

$1.77 
million

Revenue earmarked 
for the state: 

$1.14 million

Revenue left for AISD: 

$308,533

$308,533*

Revenue put toward 
debt service: 

$213,221

Revenue put toward 
budget and operations: 

$95,312
*$320,759 of AISD’s revenue is subject to equalization and is not included in district’s net gain.
Source: AISD

Source: City of Austin

Mark Williams, president of 
AISD’s board of trustees. Less 
than $100,000 will go toward 
AISD’s operating expenses, such 
as teacher salaries. More than 
$200,000 will go toward paying 
off the district’s debt while the 
rest becomes earmarked for the 
state’s education budget. 

Although Williams said he 
sympathizes with residents 
affected by the tax break cut, it 
was a decision that made sense 
for the school district at the time.

“In tough economic times, why 
does it make sense for the school 
district and public education to 
forgo property taxes on historic 
properties?” he asked. “How does 
that benefit us?” 
Rumors of a broken system

In August the Austin City 
Council voted to limit the num-
ber of properties that could apply 
for historic landmark status each 
month due to the increase in 
applications in late 2009 in West 
Austin. Nearly three years ago 432 
properties were designated as his-
toric landmarks. As of this sum-
mer, about 550 properties in total 
have received the designation. 

According to the AISD trust-
ees, if the historic preservation 
system is failing to work cor-
rectly, it does not make sense to 
continue putting money toward 
it when it could instead fund 
additional teacher positions. 

“Yes, some homes will be nega-
tively affected by this … it’s unfor-
tunate and I feel bad that there are 
some properties being affected, 
but it goes back to should the 
school district be involved in this 

game?” Williams said. 
No other school districts 

across the state—including those 
in Houston and Dallas—offer 
tax breaks on historic properties, 
Williams said. 
Continuing preservation

In August City Council 
ordered the city’s Landmark 
Commission to conduct a study 
to examine how historic prop-
erty status should be awarded 
by reviewing practices of other 
similarly sized cities.

“We’re progressing with our 
own modifications to the pro-
gram,” said Steve Sadowsky, the 
city’s historic preservation officer. 
The commission is required to 
report back to City Council with 
its findings by Dec. 31.

Because the study is not yet 
completed, Schraad said AISD 
should have held off on elimi-
nating the tax break that could 
potentially threaten the city’s his-
toric preservation effort. 

“We will lose landmarks,” 
Schraad said. “We are urging 
AISD to wait until that study is 
done so some long-term, effective 
changes will be made instead of 
this sudden reaction of abolish-
ing the program. It’s very costly 
to maintain landmarks in an 
appropriate way. Some people 
of marginal means are preserv-
ing these buildings to show the 
breadth of Austin history.” 

For now, the Heritage Society 
and its trustees are contacting 
the AISD board directly to con-
vince them to change their minds. 
While Williams said it is unlikely 
the board will reverse its vote for Comment at more.impactnews.com/9728

the 2010–11 school year, the board 
is open to reviewing its decision 
for the following year.

“I think they didn’t have all the 
information they needed about 
what the impact was going to 
be,” Schraad said. “I think there’s 
been a contingent in Austin who 
has taken and created a lot of 
oversimplified rhetoric that has 
appealed to people’s financial 

concerns right now without look-
ing at the larger picture.”

And in the broad scope of the 
situation, some city officials are 
unhappy with the program as it 
is being administered now.

“The city is definitely looking 
at the program,” Sadowsky said. 

By Andrea Leptinsky and Niamh Marnell
Austin ISD is working to launch a new 

educational food-waste composting pro-
gram to teach youth the value of reusing 
food for other purposes that reduces the 
amount of waste that ends up in landfills.

The pilot program, implemented in 
Menchaca, Casey, Kocurek and Baranoff 
elementary schools, has proved success-
ful with an average of nearly two tons of 
food waste per week being kept out of the 
landfill. Because of its success, AISD has 
put out a bid for contracts to launch the 
program in all 81 elementary schools. If 
the program works as well across the dis-
trict, it could divert more than 3 million 

District implements youth-focused composting program 
pounds of waste from the landfill.

The program was born when Texas 
Disposal Systems, which was already the 
solid waste provider for the schools, did 
a trash audit to look at ways the schools 
could better manage waste. Composting 
is a way to manage and accelerate nature’s 
decomposition of organic material. 

Once gathered after children’s meals, 
the leftover food is combined and spread 
over soil to improve soil health. 

“What we would do is reduce the 
amount of trash that’s being taken from 
the school, and increase the amount of 
compost taken from the school,” said 
Ryan Beard, spokesman for TDS who is 

bidding on the contract. “It would be the 
same amount of work for us, but 40 per-
cent [of waste] would be diverted.”

The program provides benefits to the 
children as well. 

“There is an educational component to 
it,” said Idella Wilson, AISD project facili-
tator. “[TDS] comes out and explains to 
the students what’s happening and it helps 
our students become better stewards.”

AISD elementary schools have staff 
members on hand to help students sort 
trash from items used in compost. 

“They love separating it; they don’t 
even have to hand it over to the adult,” 
Beard said.

Head custodian José Rodriguez assists as Menchaca Elementary 
School students learn to sort their leftover cafeteria food.
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Elementary schools

1   Cook 1511 Cripple Creek 414-2510 1974 927 Recognized 94.9% 87% 85% 88% 87% 77% 76% 83% 83%

2   Davis 5214 Duval Road 414-2580 1992 713 Recognized 27.9% 97% 92% 97% 92% 94% 87% 98% 96%

3   Hill 8601 Tallwood Drive 414-2369 1970 713 Exemplary 14% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 98% 99% 100%

4   McBee 1001 W. Braker Lane 841-2500 2000 790 Recognized 97% 86% 82% 86% 75% 89% 85% 82% 85%

5   Summitt 12207 Brigadoon Lane 414-4484 1986 801 Exemplary 42.9% 95% 96% 95% 94% 92% 99% 97% 93%

Middle schools 2010 Results 6th 7th 8th

6   Burnet 8401 Hathaway Drive 414-3225 1961 987 Academically Acceptable 93.8% 67% 64% 59% 72% 63% 62% 78% 54%

7   Murchison 3700 North Hills Drive 414-3254 1967 1,256 Recognized 21.3% 96% 94% 95% 94% 93% 92% 99% 94%

High schools 2010 Results 9th 10th 11th

8   Anderson 8403 Mesa Drive 414-2538 1973 2,022 Recognized 20.5% 94% 91% 94% 85% 91% 89% 96% 96%

9   Lanier 1201 Paton Gin Road 414-2514 1966 1,587 Acadmically Acceptable 84.1% 80% 61% 79% 49% 77% 60% 80% 76%

2010 Preliminary TAKS Scores by grade2010 TAKS
Results
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2009 Statistics State District

Economically Disadvantaged 56.7% 62.7%

Limited English Proficient (LEP) 16.9% 29.2%

Average years experience of teachers 11.2 11

Average actual salaries of teachers $47,159 $44,243

Subject State 2009 District 2009 District 2010

Reading 91% 87% 87%

Math 82% 78% 82%

Writing 93% 90% 91%

Science 78% 74% 80%

Social Studies 93% 91% 94%

District scores by grade

2010 TAKS Preliminary Scores (sum of all grades tested)

Grade 3 Reading 91% Math 84%

Grade 4 Reading 84% Math 87%

Grade 5 Reading 89% Math 88%

Grade 6 Reading 80% Math 80%

Grade 7 Reading 79% Math 77%

Grade 8 Reading 92% Math 82%

Grade 9 Reading 89% Math 69%

Grade 10 English/Language Arts 87% Math 73%

Grade 11 English/Language Arts 90% Math 87%
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Austin Independent School District 2010

McBee Elementary 4 Cook Elementary 1 Summitt Elementary 5 Davis Elementary 2 Hill Elementary 3

Murchison Middle 7Burnet Middle 6

Anderson High 8Lanier High 9

Sources: Austin ISD, Texas Education Agency

These schools are located in Northwest Austin, as defined by Community Impact 
Newspaper. For other Austin ISD school information visit www.impactnews.com.
The Northwest Austin edition is mailed to approximately 2,400 addresses in the 

78726 ZIP code, which is in Leander ISD. For the LISD Education Focus, visit  
more.impactnews.com/9052.
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Local History  | Floods of the Colorado River Basin

By John Williams
In the mid-1930s, just as the newly 

created Lower Colorado River Authority 
was setting up shop, the Colorado River 
experienced the basin’s three worst floods 
of the 20th century.

Photographs and news accounts of the 
floods that occurred in 1935, 1936 and 
1938 are still powerful in their depiction 
of Colorado River floodwaters: farmlands 
swept clean of buildings, livestock and 
families; Austin citizens watching as the 
river splits their city in two. 

The 1935 Flood, like the others of the 1930s, overwhelmed Austin’s Congress Avenue Bridge. This photo looks north on 
Congress Avenue toward the state Capitol. 
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According to some LCRA experts, it is 
not a question of if, but when, the basin will 
experience a flood like those of the 1930s.

“LCRA is doing everything we can 
to prepare for that event,” LCRA Chief 
Meteorologist Bob Rose said. “But 
residents who live in or near a floodplain 
need to take steps to protect themselves.”
A history of catastrophic floods

More than 80 major floods have 
been recorded in the lower Colorado 
River basin since the early 1800s, often 
with devastating results. A 1900 flood 

destroyed the Austin Dam, which was 
considered a technological marvel of the 
time, and floods destroyed a replacement 
dam in 1915. Flooding in 1913 merged 
the Colorado and adjacent Brazos rivers 
downstream of Columbus, forming a lake 
65 miles wide. 

The 1930s floods were comparable.  
All three floods of the 1930s were caused 
by rains totaling as much as 51 inches 
over periods of days or weeks in the 
western Hill Country over the Llano 
River watershed upstream of Austin. 
Much of the land in this region has thin 
soils that are easily saturated and, along 
with steep slopes, easily convert heavy 
rain into runoff.  
Recent floods viewed as less severe

Even with the Highland Lakes dams 
in place, the risk of flooding continues 
today. The basin has experienced six 
severe floods since 1991, including the 
“Christmas Flood” of that year, which 
pushed Lake Travis (the reservoir created 
by Mansfield Dam) to its all-time high 
elevation of 710.4 feet above mean sea 
level, about 4 feet below the Mansfield 
Dam spillway. 

Even so, the floods of the 1930s were 
worse. If they occurred today, based on 
studies by LCRA and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, they would have sent 
the level of Lake Travis over the spillway 

of Mansfield Dam—something that never 
has happened.

The lower Colorado basin has come 
close in recent years to experiencing 
floods that would have rivaled those of the 
1930s. Massive floods, such as those that 
devastated communities along the Gua-
dalupe River in October 1998, could just 
as easily have occurred in the Colorado 
River, had the storm’s center shifted only 
85 miles northwest, into the Hill Country. 

A worse impact would have come from 
a storm like Tropical Storm Allison, 
which swamped Houston in 2001 with 
rains of up to 37 inches. An LCRA study 
estimated that a Hill Country storm like 
Allison would have forced LCRA to open 
all 24 of Mansfield Dam’s floodgates—
something that has never happened. The 
most that have been opened at one time 
was six, during a 1957 flood. 

“The flood that occurred in summer 
2007 was triggered by a 19-inch rain in 
the Marble Falls area,” Rose noted. “If 
that heavy a rain had fallen over a much 
wider area of our watershed, it could have 
resulted in a catastrophic flood approach-
ing those of the 1930s. 

“One day, such a flood will occur, and 
its impact will be even more devastat-
ing to a basin that is much more heavily 
populated and urbanized than it was 
seven decades ago.” 
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Barton Springs Road Stratford Drive Guadalupe St. Nueces St. W. Fourth St. San Antonio St. W. Fifth St.

Setup for festival

 9/29

 9/30

ACL Music Festival

 10/08

 10/09

 10/10
Takedown for festival

 10/12

 10/13

Robert E. Lee 
Road to 

Stratford Drive
Right lane, westbound

Closing: 9 a.m.
Opening: 10 p.m.

Robert E. Lee 
Road to 

Stratford Drive
Right lane, west bound

Closing: 9 a.m.
Opening: 10 p.m.

Robert E. Lee 
Road to 

Columbus Drive

Closed all day

Barton Springs 
Road to Nature 

Center Trail

Closed all day

W. Fourth St. to  
W. Fifth St.

West-side parking only

Closing: 9 a.m.
Opening: 11:59 p.m.

W. Fourth St. to  
W. Fifth St.

Northbound only

Closing: 9 a.m.
Opening: 11:59 p.m.

Guadalupe St.  
to Nueces St.

Closing: 9 a.m.
Opening: 11:59 p.m.

W. Third St.  
to W. Fourth St.

Closing: 9 a.m.
Opening: 11:59 p.m.

Guadalupe St.  
to Nueces St.

Parking on south curb 
lane only

Closing: 9 a.m.
Opening: 11:59 p.m.

Barton Springs 
Road to Nature 

Center Trail

Closing: 9 a.m.
Opening: 10 p.m.

Barton Springs 
Road to Nature 

Center Trail

Closing: 9 a.m.
Opening: 10 p.m.

The Austin City Limits Music Festival began in 2002, 
with about 70,000 people attending over two days. Now 
the three-day celebration of music and Austin’s culture 
boasts more than 200,000 in attendance and is seen as 
a staple among music festivals across the country. This 
year’s festival, running from Oct. 8 to Oct. 10, includes 
headliners such as The Eagles, Muse, Phish, The Strokes, 
M.I.A. and The Flaming Lips. Visit www.aclfestival.com for 
more information. 

While ACL welcomes music lovers, there are a variety of 
other events happening not far from home to escape 
festival traffic.

Oct. 8–10, Austin Country Club
Harvey Penick Invitational

The Harvey Penick Invitational tournament was created 
by Penick in 1935. The tournament is a 54-hole individu-
al stroke play event with two divisions: mid-amateurs 
ages 25 and over and senior amateurs 55 and over. 
Winners of the tournament have gone on to win PGA 
tour titles. Competitors are selected by a Tournament 
Committee that must authorize all requests for invita-
tion. Tee times start at 8 a.m. Entry fee is $300. Visit  
www.harveypenickinvitational.com for more  
information.

Oct. 9, Round Rock
The Jaguar Club of Austin’s Concours D’Elegance

Jaguar lovers of old and new converge at the Marriott 
Austin North Hotel, 2600 La Frontera Blvd., for a day of 
celebrating the iconic Ford vehicle. Cars begin arriving at 
7 a.m. Judging of the Jaguars will take place from noon to 
2 p.m.; awards will be announced at 2:30 p.m. Visit  
www.jaguarclubofaustin.com for more information.

Oct. 9, Lake Travis
Lake Travis Relay

Six-person swimming teams will compete in a 12-mile 
relay course in open water at Lake Travis. Entrants must 
be 2010 American Swimming Association members and 
either adults 18 and older or youth ages 12 to 17. The 
relay benefits Swimability, a charity that uses the funds 
to provide swimming lessons to underprivileged children. 
Check-in time is between 8:15 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. and the 
relay begins at 9 a.m. Call 327-2260 or visit  
www.laketravisrelay.com for more information.

Compiled by Andrea Leptinsky and Bobby Longoria

Source: City of Austin

Cesar Chavez St.

Riverside Dr.

S. 
1s

t S
t.

S. 
Co

ng
re

ss 
Av

e.

Barton Springs Rd.

Toomey Rd.

Lou Neff Rd.

Columbus Dr.

Andrew Zilker Rd.

Natu
res

 Ce
nter

 Dr.

Stratford Dr.

William Barton Dr.

Robert E. Lee Rd.

Ste
rzi

ng
 St

.

3rd St.

5th St.

5th St.

6th St.

6th St.

Ba
ylo

r S
t.

N.
 La

m
ar

 Bl
vd

.

S. 
La

m
ar

 Bl
vd

.

W
es

t A
ve

.
Ri

o G
ra

nd
e S

t.

Nu
ec

es
 St

.
Sa

n A
nt

on
io 

St
.

Gu
ad

alu
pe

 St
.

La
va

ca
 St

.

Bla
nc

o S
t.

Wes
t L

yn
n S

t.

7th St.

8th St.

9th St.

4th St.

2nd St.

N

Stephen F. Austin Dr.
MoPac

Barton Springs Rd.

Cesar Chavez St.

ACL

Shuttle pickup

Passenger drop-off

Bike parking

Scooter parking

Free shuttle service
Shuttles will begin at 10 a.m. at Republic Square.
The last bus of the day will leave Republic Square at 8 p.m.
The last return bus will depart Zilker Park at 11 p.m.

Mellow Johnny’s will have a bike station for repairs at both 
park entrances. 

Scooter parking is off Robert E. Lee Road in the Barton Springs 
Pool parking lot. 

Passengers can be dropped off near the pedestrian bridge on 
Stephen F. Austin Drive, off of the north end of MoPac, and 
then walk across to the festival.

Road closures

Alternative routeTransportation guide

Road closures

Kings of Leon Michael Franti and Spearhead Pearl Jam and Perry Farrell The Yeah Yeah Yeahs
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302.5555
WWW.ATFCU.ORG 
Free to Join

Membership is Open to Anyone in the 5 County Austin Metro Area

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifi cations. 
**Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development 
loan rates/terms may be different. No prepayment penalty. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. 
This credit union is federally insured to at least $250,000 per member by the National Credit Union Administration.

Lakeway Branch NOW OPEN
1603 RR 620 S      Next to Jiffy Lube Between Lohmans Crossing & Lakeway Blvd.

19 Locations • Free Checking • 250+ Free ATMs

Auto Loans
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Call for details.
302.5555, x7194

Commercial Real Estate
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Home Equity Loans
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s 4.29%*

Great rates for 
new and used 
cars, trucks, 
SUV’s and 
boats.

Affordable 
rates. Flexible 
terms. Fast, 

friendly 
service.

O U T L E T
M A L L

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

RV
Brings You Family Fun!

EXIT 259, IH-35 • GEORGETOWN, TX • 800-275-6555 OR 512-930-4922
SPECIAL HOURS: FRIDAY & SATURDAY 8:30AM-5:30PM; SUNDAY 10:00AM-5:00PM

STARTING
NOW

STARTING
NOW
Friday, 

October 8th
Saturday,

October 9th
Sunday, 

October 10th
FALL

FestivalFestival

www.rvoutletmall.com

SPECIAL
SHOW PRICES

POSTED IN OVER
150 UNITS!

EXCELLENT PRE-SHOW PRICING on 
OVER 150 NEW AND PREVIOUSLY ENJOYED RV’S.  
Shop early for the best selection.

EXCELLENT PRE-SHOW PRICING on 
OVER 150 NEW AND PREVIOUSLY ENJOYED RV’S.  
Shop early for the best selection.
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The KKK trials
Georgetown Hard times, racial 
unrest and nostalgia provided 
the foothold the Ku Klux Klan 
would use to grow its member-
ship to more than 150,000 in 
Texas in the early 1920s, setting 
the stage for one of the more 
dramatic trials in Williamson 
County history.

In the 1920s the KKK’s stated 
goals were protecting God, 
country, home, womanhood, 
the South and white supremacy. 

Klan members saw themselves 
as defenders of morality and 
society. 

Through 1921 there were 52 
reported acts of Klan violence 
in Texas. As the violence grew, 
many Texans became alarmed. 
Their initial respect for the 
Klan and its professed morality 
turned to fear, and as the fear 
turned to anger, serious opposi-
tion to the group increased.   
Full story at more.impactnews.com/9320

Regional Report  |  Abridged stories from our other editions
Top Stories    
New university may 
come to Round Rock

LISD students, Concordia to study preserve

Round Rock The Round Rock 
City Council approved a series 
of resolutions Aug. 26 that 
would help bring a new educa-
tion facility to Round Rock. 

 The council nominated South 
University, along with Dell 
Inc., for the Enterprise Zone 
Program, a state program that 
offers companies tax incentives 
to promote job creation. Cities 
must nominate companies for 
consideration. 

The incentives will aid South 
University in opening a campus 
in Round Rock’s Frontera Vista 
office complex at 1100 W. Louis 
Henna Blvd. The university 

Leander Concordia University 
Texas and Leander ISD faculty 
and students will soon map and 
identify various features of the 
Concordia Preserve, a nature 
and wildlife preserve situated 
on the university’s recently 
acquired land.

Concordia received an 
$85,000 grant from the State 
Farm Youth Advisory Board 
in the spring that will fund the 
project and other service-learn-
ing activities.

Concordia moved its cam-
pus from downtown Austin to 

would use the first two floors of 
one of the buildings.

 Officials from the university’s 
parent company, higher educa-
tion provider Education Man-
agement Corporation, said they 
expect to complete the facility 
in the first quarter of 2011. The 
Round Rock location will be 
South University’s first campus 
in Texas. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/9569

the 386-acre tract of land near 
RM 620 and RM 2222 in 2008. 
Approximately 250 acres of the 
property is part of the Balcones 
Canyonlands Preserve. The BCP 
is made up of about 28,500 acres 
around Travis County and was 
created to protect the habitat of 
eight endangered species and 27 
other at-risk species, while at the 
same time allowing development 
to occur. Corporation plans to 
invest more than $5.2 million in 
the Round Rock campus over a 
period of five years.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/9053

Coming Soon
Steiner Ranch Four Points 
Sixty-one acres near RR 620 and 
Quinlan Park Road is under con-
tract to become the Quinlan 
Crossings shopping center. 
The developer, a subsidiary of 
Safeway Inc., will anchor the 
center with a Randalls super-
market, which will feature a 
Starbucks, as well as expanded 
produce, beer and wine 
departments. Construction 
is expected to  begin this fall, 
with Randalls opening fall 2011. 
Approximately 25–30 tenants 
will also be in the center, but no 
leases have been signed as of 
press time. About 840 parking 
spaces will surround the center, 
and the rest of the land will be 
kept as open space. If inter-
ested in leasing space, call Gail 
Whitfield with The Whitfield 
Company at 476-9900.

Now Open
Cedar Park Operating a 
mobile business, Athena Alex-
ander opened Elite Pet Care in 
July. Elite Pet Care services pet 
owners in Williamson County 
and Northwest Austin by 
providing in-home and travel 
care such as grooming, pest 
treatment, pet sitting, special-
ized dog walking regimens, 
veterinary visits and catered 
needs for up to 20 pets. Call 
378-0099 or visit
www.elitepetcareatx.com.

Round Rock Flyingtronix, 
402-A W. Palm Valley Blvd., in 
Round Rock, is developing a 
prototype for a car-like heli-
copter over the next two years. 
Rakesh Sharma founded the 
company in June and said he 
plans to introduce an aircraft 
that would be good for a local 
commute or to travel around 
town. Called a Zelopter, the 
vehicle would cost around  
$1 million. Call 810-8386 or visit 
www.flyingtronix.com.

Pflugerville Defiant CrossFit 
held its grand opening Aug. 
21 at 16801 Radholme Court, 
Ste-A. The gym holds morning 
and evening CrossFit classes for 
people of all ages and fitness 
levels. Everything at Defiant 
CrossFit takes place in a class-
room setting led by coaches. 
Call 672-9073 or go to 
www.defiantcrossfit.com.

Central Austin Wild About 
Harry’s, 2525 W. Anderson 
Lane, Ste. 120, will open soon 
next to Anytime Fitness and 
School of Rock. The food shop 
serves 10 types of hot dogs, all 
of which can be customizable, 
as well as more than 50 types of 
frozen yogurt. Visit 
www.wildaboutharrys.com. 

Community Impacts 

Round Rock Three men made three promises to the community when 
they opened Promise Pizza: to be conscious of the environment, be 
active in the community and use organic and all-natural ingredients. 

Owners Clint Harris, Todd Hendren and Bill Bong have engineered 
those qualities into their business model. They are, in fact, engineers in 
the wind turbine industry who just happen to love pizza. Their experi-
ence as engineers, entrepreneurs and pizza fans was the combination of 
ingredients that led to the opening of Promise Pizza Aug. 3, 2009.

“Pizza is one of the most popular foods—
a million-dollar business,” Bong said. “You 
need to be a niche. That is how this organic, 
all-natural approach evolved.  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/9563

Promise Pizza 1500 S. A.W. Grimes, Ste. 410 • 674-2642
www.promisepizza.com

Neighborhood Dining

Education Focus

Local History

Environmentally friendly
“We try to be good stewards of the environment,” 
Harris said. The owners of Promise Pizza strived to 
use these green energy elements in their building 
and business model, including green energy, Smart 
car delivery vehicles, nontoxic build out of the 
restaurant and an energy efficient pizza oven.
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Leander Leander ISD adopted 
its new tax rate for the 2010–11 
school year at a special meeting 
Sept. 8 after district staff and 
Bret Champion, superintendent 
for LISD, presented the board 
of trustees with three tax rate 
scenarios. 

The tax rate adopted, $1.4548 
for every $100 of property value, 
is the fifth lowest tax rate for 
the district since 1995, but it 
includes a 3 cent increase from 
last year’s rate.

The increase also gives LISD 
the second highest tax rate 
among school districts in Central 
Texas behind Pflugerville ISD.

The new rating includes a 
maintenance and operation 

(M&O) rate of $1.04, while the 
interest and sinking (I&S) rate is 
$0.4148. The M&O rate by state 
law is not allowed to exceed 
$1.04 without an election held to 
increase it.

The I&S, or debt service, var-
ies depending on the annual 
debt requirement approved in 
bond elections and the dis-
trict’s taxable property value, 
said Ellen Skoviera, assistant 
superintendent for business 
operations. 

The debt service, which 
increased from $0.3823 in 2009, 
is funded through local taxes 
because LISD does not qualify 
for debt assistance from the state.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/9650

Leander ISD tax rate second highest among 
Central Texas school districts

Vandegrift High School opens in Four Points
Four Points Vandegrift High 
School in Four Points opened its 
doors to more than 900 fresh-
men, sophomores and juniors 
Aug. 23. The 376,400-square-
foot complex was paid for with a 
2007 bond package.

While the building is new, 
Vandegrift High School’s first 
set of students, 559 freshmen 
and sophomores, were housed in 
Four Points Middle School dur-
ing the 2009–10 school year.

“I think having the delay and 
being [housed] in the middle 
school for a year [the students] 
really appreciate [the new build-
ing] and are overwhelmed by the 
size of the facility. I haven’t had 
any student express a disappoint-
ment—I think the students didn’t 
expect it to be as nice as it is,” 
Vandegrift High School Princi-
pal Charlie Little said.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/9514
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When Feeling Great Can’t Wait!

Busy Families and Individuals

• See an experienced and 
compassionate medical 
provider TODAY!

• Available evenings and 
weekends when you can’t get 
in to see your regular doctor.

• WAHOO!™ – call or register 
online and wait at home or 
anywhere; we’ll call when 
your exam room is ready.

• Most major insurance 
accepted, including Medicare, 
most Medicaid plans and 
Tricare, or a medical discount 
program is available.

1-888-306-5311
nextcare.com/impact

Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

AUSTIN 
6001 W. WILLIAM CANNON, Ste. 302

AUSTIN (PECAN PARK) 
12701 FM 620

ROUND ROCK 
1240 E. PALM VALLEY BLVD.

GEORGETOWN 
900 N. AUSTIN AVE., Ste. 105
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*Call to confirm vaccine availability. Offer subject to change; valid at all NextCare locations. Not valid in 
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Not eligible to enrollees/members of governmental health plans 
(e.g., Medicare, Medicaid). Code: ADJ PT Coupon
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“� e Key to All of Your 
Real Estate Needs”

Tired of the Same Old Pitch?
Sometimes it’s hard to tell exactly whose best interest some fi nancial professionals have in 
mind. My fi nancial guidance is based on fees instead of commissions, and because our fi rm 
offers access to no proprietary investment products, I am free to choose the products and 
services that best address my clients’ needs – which helps to preserve the integrity of my 
investment guidance.

With an independent, unbiased approach to investing, you can be confi dent that my only goal 
is to help you reach yours. Call today for more information or to schedule a consulation.

J. Stanley Mathis, President
Over 25 years assisting clients in the � nancial markets

1301 Research Blvd. Suite N1 
Austin TX, 78750

512-918-9900 ext. 401
877-856-7779 ext. 402

smathis@blackgraniteig.com
www.blackgraniteig.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC

CUSTOM FLOORS TO FINISH 
YOUR CUSTOM LOOK...

Hardwood

$4.95 sq ft
Installed

Starting at

Tile

$3.49 sq ft
Installed

Starting at

Carpet

$1.37 sq ft
Installed

Starting at

TILE & STONE   CARPET   HARDWOOD    LAMINATE   VINYL   GRANITE   CUSTOM CABINETS

Anderson Mill Rd.

Pond Springs Rd.

13205 N Highway 183  |  512.331.0300
WWW.DYNAFLOORING.COM

FREE Kitchen Sink
(with 50 sf. ft. or more installed.10” deep Stainless equal bowl sink)

While Suppplies Last

Financing Available

183
N

Quail Creek West – 78758

Milwood – 78729

10201 Cripple Creek Cove 1404 S Meadows Drive

13217 Humphrey Drive7646 Elkhorn Mountain Trail

1200 Quailfield Circle

8009 Luling Lane 13408 Tamayo Drive

1007 Quail Park Drive 

4 Br / 2.5 Ba | 2,205 sq. ft.
Agent: Bill Mills, 
Austin Fine Properties

4 Br / 4.5 Ba | 4,052 sq. ft.
Agent: Ken Bartlett, 
Keller Williams Realty

4 Br/ 2.5 Ba | 2,061 sq. ft.
Agent: Charles Lambert, 
Vision Realty, Inc.

4 Br/ 2.5 Ba | 2,539 sq. ft.
Agent: Bernice Schaffer, 
RE/MAX Capital City

4 Br/ 2 Ba | 1,940 sq. ft.
Agent: Thomas Cheng, 
Keller Williams Realty

4 Br/ 3.5 Ba | 2,810 sq. ft.
Agent: Karen Bass Montero, 
Horizon Realty

5 Br/ 4 Ba | 2,977 sq. ft.
Agent: Deborah Wilson,
Sky Realty

4 Br/ 2 Ba | 1,734 sq. ft.
Agent: Jimmy Goldrick,
James Goldrick Realty

Featured homes

Featured homes

Austin Community College’s Northridge 
campus and Walnut Creek Metropolitan 
park are located nearby. The Domain is also 
minutes away. 

Austin ISD schools
• River Oaks Elementary School
• Westview Middle School
• John B. Connally High School

This seemingly secluded neighborhood 
offers convenient access to restaurants and 
retail shops and major shopping destinations 
are nearby. Commuters have easy access to 
Parmer Lane, Toll 45 and US 183.

Round Rock ISD schools
• Pond Springs Elementary School
• Deerpark Middle School
• McNeil High School

$224,900
731-4319

$269,000
418-1435

$196,000
302-3027

$259,950
250-0855

 $179,900
298-7133 

$249,900
422-0016

$249,000
289-4694

$173,000
587-3075

Residential Real Estate  |  Neighborhoods at a Glance
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Price range Number of homes for  sale / Average days on market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759
Less than $149,000 25 / 59 days 3 / 388 days 14 / 56 days 87 / 124 days 41 / 76 days

$150,000–$199,999 45 / 67 days 34 / 161 days 27 / 101 days 27 / 75 days 23 / 68 days

$200,000–$299,999 65 / 52 days 21 / 399 days 29 / 104 days 14 / 86 days 52 / 79 days

$300,000–$399,999 6 / 74 days 3 / 27 days 44 / 99 days 2 / 332 days 51 / 103 days

$400,000–$499,999 - - 22 / 96 days 2 / 397 days 34 / 126 days

$500,000–$599,999 2 / 106 days - 8 / 64 days - 12 / 51 days

$600,000–$799,999 2 / 131 days - 6 / 30 days - 3 / 144 days

$800,000–$999,999 - - - - 1 / 130 days

$1 million + - - - - 1 / 112 days

Month Sold / Median price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759
August 2010 20 / $183,930 14 / $181,000 26 / $307,400 13 / $92,900 33 / $260,000

August 2009 30 / $181,250 29 / $189,500 33 / $225,000 32 / $124,900 33 / $309,900

July 2010 22 / $208,700 21 / $179,900 26 / $353,500 15 / $134,900 30 / $362,400

June 2010 26 / $192,498 21 / $172,000 47 / $298,900 33 / $115,000 39 / $315,000

May 2010 44 / $206,992 26 / $201,000 37 / $324,000 35 / $124,000 47 / $240,700

April 2010 32 / $218,200 38 / $209,925 52 / $235,880 31 / $133,000 44 / $285,200 

March 2010 27 / $189,900 20 / $195,148 39 / $215,000 30 / $131,250 31 / $290,000

Feb. 2010 18 / $190,500 19 / $195,000 27 / $300,250 12 / $136,450 23 / $267,500

Jan. 2010 12 / $325,000 13 / $186,500 30 / $235,000 15 / $192,000 12 / $106,890

On the market  (August 2010) Monthly home sales
Market Data provided by Austin Board of Realtors

  454-7636  |  www.abor.com 

Market Data include condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Property Listings

78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78750 Anderson Mill/Balcones
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

ZIP code guideNorthwest Austin

Residential Real Estate  |  Market Data

78727 Angus Valley  12406 Deer Track 4br/2ba 1,989 $355,000 Steve Scott Keller Williams Realty 345-7224

78727 Lamplight Village  12609 Rampart St. 4br/2ba 1,514 $132,900 Korina Delapena J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 947-0356

78727 Milwood  3837 Cologne Lane 3br/2ba 1,516 $151,513 Jeffrey Walker Prudential Texas Realty 947-8836

78727 Milwood  13015 Emma Lee Ave. 3br/2ba 1,216 $134,900 Kathleen Bucher Keller Williams Realty 784-7169

78727 Preston Oaks  4204 Columbine Drive 3br/2ba 2,084 $193,000 Laurie McGary Keller Williams Realty 637-8354

78727 Preston Oaks  4217 Columbine Drive 3br/2ba 1,957 $223,900 Ernesto Hernandez Keller Williams Realty 968-4663

78727 Preston Oaks  12740 Council Bluff Drive 3br/2ba 2,168 $234,144 Maria Pena Keller Williams Realty 590-1605

78727 Scofield Farms 13514 Lamplight Village Ave. 4br/2ba 2,905 $252,000 Shirley Linahan Keller Williams Realty 663-8784

78727 Scofield Ridge Condos 1900 Scofield Ridge Parkway 2br/2ba 1,550 $165,000 Cathy Leon-Parker Moreland Properties 480-0848

78727 Woods Century Park 2213 Lou John St. 3br/2ba 1,971 $199,900 Janet Mays Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 653-3626

78727 Woods Century Park 2221 Lou John St. 3br/2ba 2,112 $205,000 Kathleen Bucher Keller Williams Realty 784-7169

78727 Woods Century Park 2513 Avenue N 4br/2ba 2,473 $200,000 Roger Buraimoh Keller Williams Realty 694-3909

78729 Bancroft Woods 6805 Bancroft Woods Drive 3br/2ba 2,226 $209,500 Susana Martinez J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 636-9135

78729 Courtyard Homes at Cobblestone Condo  8518 Cahill Drive 3br/2ba 1,476 $169,900 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 330-1047

78729 Forest North Estates 13315 Wisterwood St. 3br/2ba 1,995 $193,000 Douglas Young Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 762-7761

78729 Milwood 13317 Kingman Drive 3br/2ba 2,217 $230,000 Munira Makhani Keller Williams Realty 732-3832

78729 Milwood 12904 Marimba Trail 4br/2ba 1,940 $179,900 Lominta Loving Loftis Pacesetter Properties 913-6737

78729 Milwood 13315 Black Canyon Drive 3br/2ba 1,952 $194,983 Gary Gentry Keller Williams Realty 794-6728

78729 San Felipe Townhomes 7708 San Felipe Blvd. 2br/2ba 1,512 $185,000 Michael Pourciau Keller Williams Realty 703-7221

78729 San Felipe Townhomes 7708 San Felipe Blvd. 2br/2ba 1,663 $174,990 Pamela Peck Keller Williams Realty 609-9877

78729 Springwoods 8907 Pineridge Drive 3br/2ba 1,684 $180,000 Jeff Gifford Keller Williams Realty 775-1797

78729 Townhomes at Los Indios Condos  12401 Los Indios Trail 2br/2ba 1,116 $121,500 Dawna Cekuta Amelia Bullock, REALTORS 413-3333

78750 Balcones Village 9404 Springwood Drive 5br/3ba 2,741 $289,900 Catherine Collins Stanberry & Associates 297-8131

78750 Balcones Village 8702 Crest Ridge Circle 3br/2ba 2,485 $339,000 Carole Martin Keller Williams Realty 633-5154

78750 Balcones Village 9002 Mountain Lake Circle 5br/3ba 2,708 $397,000 Sheri Brummett Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 970-8809

78750 Cottages at Lake Creek Condo 13604 Caldwell Drive 2br/2ba 1,111 $205,000 Dan O’Connell Prudential Texas Realty 407-2449

78750 Grey Rock Village at Anderson Mill 12107 Grey Fawn Path 3br/2ba 1,618 $149,000 Karen Staha Gaston & Sheehan Realty 217-2435

78750 Jester Estate  7100 Rusty Fig Drive 4br/3ba 2,498 $359,000 Rita Snyder Keller Williams Realty 468-2867

78750 Jester Point 7112 Foxtree Cove 5br/4ba 3,876 $675,000 Jackie Good Moreland Properties 431-3395

78750 Jester Point 7117 Foxtree Cove 4br/3ba 3,242 $569,900 Teresa Gouldie Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 751-8000

78750 Jester Point 7904 Jester Blvd. 4br/2ba 2,845 $444,450 JC Waller Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 258-6677

78750 Lakewood  6116 Gardenridge Hollow 3br/2ba 2,002 $344,500 Carra Elkins Amelia Bullock, REALTORS 422-9411

78750 Milrun Village at Anderson Mill 10500 Timbercrest Lane 4br/2ba 1,944 $189,000 Kathleen Wainwright RE/MAX Capital City II 646-1324

78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 11005 Callanish Park Drive 4br/3ba 2,886 $420,000 Roland Castillo Keller Williams Realty 514-3354

78750 Park West Condo 10616 Mellow Meadows Drive 2br/1ba 796 $47,900 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 251-4950

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 11535 Spicewood Parkway 4br/2ba 2,165 $280,000 Kari Bradfield J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 461-6818

78750 Spicewood at Balcones Village 10504 Glass Mountain Trail 4br/3ba 2,408 $325,000 Eenie Sullivan Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 258-5723

78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek  9805 Patrice Drive 5br/4ba 3,786 $574,900 Christina Harmon Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 417-5234

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11905 Geode Drive 4br/2ba 1,891 $209,900 Matt Seidel Keller Williams Realty 293-2433

78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11628 Quarter Horse Trail 3br/2ba 1,595 $157,000 Roland Castillo Keller Williams Realty 514-3354

78750 Woodland Village Anderson Mill  10400 Mourning Dove Drive 4br/2ba 2,258 $169,900 Patrick McGinley Keller Williams Realty 784-2142

78758 Gracywoods  1201 Gemini Drive 3br/2ba 1,534 $179,000 Alexa Mar Turnquist Partners, REALTORS 750-3051

78758 Quail Hollow  11217 Ptarmigan Drive 3br/2ba 1,473 $147,000 Cindy Niels Hillhouse Realty, a PLR Co. 658-4094

78758 Reflections Walnut Creek Condo 1411 Gracy Farms Lane 2br/1ba 875 $94,000 Carly Lister Keller Williams Realty 378-0483

78758 Reflections Walnut Creek Condo 1411 Gracy Farms Lane 2br/1ba 875 $105,000 Virginia Lazenby ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-0988

78758 Stoneleigh Condo  2320 Gracy Farms Lane 2br/2ba 1,091 $89,900 Scott Thompson Prudential Texas Realty 897-1603

78759 Alta Vista  8302 Alta Verde Drive 2br/2ba 1,585 $249,000 Craig Deere J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 828-2345

78759 Morado Cove Condo  10300 Morado Cove 3br/2ba 2,241 $359,900 Michael Pourciau Keller Williams Realty 703-7221

78759 Oak Forest  6903 Shumard Circle 4br/2ba 1,780 $284,777 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 258-6677

78759 Oak Forest  11506 Sweetshade Lane 4br/2ba 2,182 $310,000 Larry Lewis Keller Williams Realty 637-8455

78759 Parliament Place  7809 Parliament Place 0br/2ba 1,236 $119,000 Bruce Jordahl Keller Williams Realty 250-5869

ZIP code Subdivision Address                                   Bed/Bath Sq. ft. Price Agent   Agency Phone

The residential real estate listings were added to the market between 08/19/10 and 09/09/10 and were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

For additional residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/9757

10504 Glass Mountain Trail $325,000

1201 Gemini Drive $179,000

2221 Lou John St. $205,000

9002 Mountain Lake Circle $397,000


