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Anthropologie, a division of Urban 
Outfitters Inc., opened in The Domain 
in May. | 4

Formula 1 U.S. Grand Prix is 
scheduled to take place in Austin 
from 2012 through 2021. | 5

Council members voted June 10 to 
enter into a long-term agreement 
with the YMCA for the construction 
and operation of a new recreation 
center on Rundberg Lane. | 11

Music legend Willie Nelson, a 
long-time Austin resident, was 
honored by Austin City Council June 
10 when it voted to name a portion of 
Second Street after him. | 11

Bull Creek District Park reopened 
as an on-leash park June 1 after 
being closed six months while the 
city made improvements. 
more.impactnews.com/8650

Samsung Electronics announced 
June 9 plans to build a $3.2 billion 
phase two semiconductor 
fabrication plant in Northeast Austin 
that could add between 400 and 500 
jobs to the community.
more.impactnews.com/8756

Capital Metro board of directors 
offered Florida transit executive 
Linda Watson the position 
of president and CEO of the 
organization on June 17.
more.impactnews.com/8837

CONTINUED ON | 12
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What’s Inside    
Higher 
Education in 
Central Texas gets 
a closer look. | 23 

Congressional District 10 
candidates answer questions about 
the issues affecting the district and 
what they bring to the table. | 13

By Beth Wade and Kelsey Wilkinson
On June 10 Austin City Coun-

cil voted 4-3 to approve the con-
struction of Water Treatment 
Plant 4. The $500 million plant 
will be the first to draw drinking 
water from Lake Travis and will 
route water through two mains: 
a Forest Ridge water main, run-
ning through the Four Points 
area along RM 620, and the Jol-
lyville Water Transmission Main, 
which runs under Spicewood 
Springs Road. 

Council members Chris Riley, 
Bill Spelman and Laura Morrison 
have continually voted against 
issues pertaining to the treat-
ment plant, which will be located 
near the intersection of Bullick 
Hollow Road and RM 620. 

“Spelman is very interested in 
analysis and data,” said Heidi 
Gerbracht, Spelman’s policy 
director. “At the time of the big 
vote a couple of months ago, 
the data he pulled together and 
analyzed showed that need, in 
terms of gallons per day, is going 
down. He doesn’t feel that the 
city has a need for another water 
treatment plant.”
Testing under way

Whether needed or not, crews 
began geotechnical drilling in 
May to gather data about the 
groundwater along the recom-
mended route. Ten to 11 test sites 
between the plant’s location and 
the Jollyville Reservoir at McNeil 
Road and US 183 will be moni-
tored over the next year through 
monthly data gathering.

Because of the location of the 
main through the Balcones Can-
yonlands Preserve, which is an 
environmentally sensitive area, 
Austin Water Utility Director 
Greg Meszaros said the proj-
ect will be 100 percent bored, 
or tunneled, with no open cut 
construction, a method where a 
trench is created and refilled.

“We selected that method of 
construction—it’s considerably 

Water Treatment 
Plant 4 plans 
move forward

Store scheduled to open this fall

Story Highlights
•	Council to take action on downtown 

plan in late fall
•	Parks, history balanced against 

dense development
•	New downtown economic 

development corporation

Downtown stakeholders plan 
future of Central Business District

By Patrick Brendel
After decades of population 

growth, despite city policy aimed 
at preventing dense development, 
downtown Austin is primed to 
explode.

Potential new develop-
ment—possible under current 
zoning laws—is estimated at  
37 million square feet, which 
would more than double the 30 
million square feet of existing 
downtown development. With 
the near- and long-term future 
in mind, city officials, planners, 
property owners and individuals 
have invested years of effort in 
crafting the Downtown Austin 
Plan, set for city hearings and 
City Council action in late fall.

“Downtown should be designed 
and planned as a destination that CONTINUED ON | 14

serves the whole community. 
We’re trying to create a space 
that works for everyone,” said 
Jana McCann, of lead consultants 
McCann Adams Studio. 

Generally, stakeholders agree 
high-density development down-
town, when done properly, can be 
an asset for residents, businesses 
and the environment. A major 
focus of the plan is offering solu-
tions to encourage that kind of 

This artist’s rendering shows the future build-out potential of downtown Austin. Under current zoning 
laws, the amount of development could more than double, with much of the high-density growth 
clustered in the Rainey Street District and state Capitol Complex. 
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acceptable growth, while preserv-
ing and enhancing the things that 
make downtown attractive, such 
as parks and historic resources.

The Downtown Austin Plan 
will include a robust implemen-
tation strategy including the 
creation of a quasi-independent 
economic development corpo-
ration focused on downtown 

CONTINUED ON | 19

Scaled-back Walmart 
alters Northcross Mall
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Construction was under way in mid-June.
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A reduced size Walmart will open this fall. 

When citizens learned that a Walmart would be moving 
in to their neighborhood in 2006, many responded with 
protests and two lawsuits. Several 
subsequent concessions by the 
company developed. 

Walmart comes to Northcross 

•	 The store will be 99,000 
square feet, instead of 
the originally proposed 
225,000 square feet .

•	 It will not be open 
24 hours, except for 
holidays and special 
occasions.

•	 Planned to incorporate 
energy-efficient 
features like natural 
lighting, low-flow 
toilets and a recycling 
program

By Mary Tuma
The national decline of indoor shopping cen-

ters is an old story, but the construction of a new 
upscale Walmart is set to transform a once bus-
tling north Austin shopping center.

“At the time [it was] built, Northcross [was] a 
premier shopping mall in the Austin region and 
the first wave of suburban mall development,” said 
Charles Heimsath, president of Capitol Market 
Research, a locally based real estate research firm.

Now, a Walmart is under construction at North-
cross despite a strong pushback from neighbor-
hood residents.
The fight at Northcross 

In February 2007, roughly 3,000 neighborhood 
residents interlocked arms in an act of solidarity 
against the proposed Walmart Supercenter develop-
ment in Allandale. The human circle that formed 
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Recently my wife and 
I were fortunate enough 
to welcome in our newest 
member of the Baker 
family. Our daughter, 

Claire Baker, was born this past month 
and came into the world kicking and 
screaming as many new parents can attest. 
The thought of our lives having forever 
changed is probably an understatement. 
This is evident each night when I am 
awakened by sounds that seem to be com-
ing from something much larger in size 
than her tiny 8-pound frame. Of course, 
it is all worth it. The idea of change can 
easily generate an uneasy feeling, but if 
embraced, it can represent a wonderful 
opportunity.

It is in this spirit that Community 
Impact has centralized one day of distri-
bution for our three Austin area papers. 
Starting today our Northwest, Central and 
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Reader Feedback impactnews.com

Online-exclusive content
Visit the Northwest Austin home page 

for up-to-date community news, information and 
a full calendar of local events. Find us online at 
impactnews.com/northwest-austin.

Impact your inbox
Sign up to receive Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly news updates.

impactnews.com/signup

In This Issue
“These tributes reflect the 

deep love and appreciation 
that so many in Austin 

have for Willie Nelson and 
his music, and are intended 

to honor Willie’s singular 
influence in making Austin 

the live music capital of the world.”

 —Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell,  
on the council’s resolution to rename a 

portion of Second Street after Willie Nelson

“I’m glad I didn’t [open an 
oyster bar]. No one wants 
to buy oysters anymore.”

 —Freda Cheng, 
owner of Freda’s Seafood 

Grille, on how the Gulf 
oil spill is affecting her 

business

Do you feel like the public had adequate 
opportunity to weigh in on Austin’s 
renewable energy plan?

Yes

4% 
No

73% 

No opinion

23% 

See more poll results at impactnews.com/polls

Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 
05/28/2010-06/17/2010

Travis Baker
tbaker@impactnews.com

Southwest papers will be distributed to 
mailboxes on the same day. This repre-
sents nearly 230,000 households receiving 
our paper simultaneously. Each paper will 
still be completely unique to those three 
areas served, so you will continue to see 
news relevant to your area.

This change has created an opportunity 
for us to pool our resources. By doing 
this we have the ability to bring larger, 
more in-depth stories to all of our Austin 
readers. The downtown story in this issue 
is a prime example. In the future we will 
continue to bring stories like this to you 
because we believe an informed commu-
nity can change our city for the better.

Page 19: In the “Energy sources – definitions, 
advantages and disadvantages” sidebar, nuclear 
power cons were incorrectly sourced. Austin 
Energy does not include as cons of nuclear 
power: potential risk of nuclear explosions 
and nuclear waste products must be stored in 
cooling pools or underground.

Also, under biomass, “high capital cost, 
requiring fuel to transport materials” is a con, 
and according to the City of Austin, natural gas 
can be expensive.

Correction  – Volume 4, Issue 4

11

21

Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

April employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.0% 
Down from 7.1% in March

State unemployment—8.3% 
Up from 8.2% in March, due to the jump in the 
number of people looking for summer jobs

National unemployment—9.9%

From March to April, Central Texas saw the biggest job 
growth in hospitality, adding 1,500 jobs, while the 
health and education industries both rose by 700. These 
numbers contribute to the more than 2,800 jobs added 
since March.
Source: Charla Lovelace/Jobing.com, Texas Workforce Commission
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Now Open
1  Self-serve frozen yogurt store 

Yumilicious Frozen Yogurt opened its 
doors May 28 at 2700 W. Anderson Lane. 
The Dallas-based franchise features 14 
flavors of low-fat and nonfat yogurt, 
which are rotated monthly. The store also 
features 20 different fruit, candy, nut and 
syrup toppings and outdoor seating. Call 
454-9864 or visit www.yumi-licious.com.

2  Anthropologie, a division of Urban 
Outfitters Inc., opened in May in The 
Domain at 11410 Century Oaks Terrace, 
Ste. C5. The retailer features intricately 
crafted and globally inspired clothing, 
housewares and accessories in the 
bohemian, shabby-chic style. Call 873-8429 
or visit www.anthropologie.com.

3  Pho Taison opened its fifth Central 
Texas location in late May at 2438 W. 
Anderson Lane, Ste. A3. The locally 
owned Vietnamese restaurant offers a 
selection of pho noodle soup, vermicelli, 
rice and vegetarian dishes, pan-fried 

noodles and salads. Call 420-0001 or visit 
www.phothaison.com.

4  Dr. Chen Zhou, a Peking Union 
Medical College graduate who is certified 
in internal medicine, opened Zhou 
Internal Medicine Clinic in March. The 
adult primary care practice is located at 
12505 Hymeadow Drive, Bldg. 2, Ste. B and 
is accepting new Medicare patients. Call 
258-8300 or visit www.zhouclinic.com.

5  Detour Domain Neighborhood 
Bar opened in March at 11101 Burnet 
Road, Ste. 120. “It’s an old school dive 
bar with a little bit of class,” said owner 
Mike Sanchez of the bar, which features 
daily happy hour drink specials until 7 
p.m. This is the second Austin location of 
the locally owned bar; the original bar is 
located in Oak Hill. Call 719-4141. 

6  Capital Otolaryngology, 12201 
Renfert Way, Ste. 105, opened a new 
division of its ear, nose and throat 
clinic, which focuses exclusively on 
snoring. Snoring Austin aims to educate 

Central Texas residents on the causes, 
risks and treatment options of snoring 
and sleep apnea. The physicians at the 
clinic each have more than 15 years of 
experience treating snoring and sleep 
apnea. Call 339-4040 or visit 
www.snoringaustin.com.

7  Roberto Montero State Farm 
Insurance opened in early June at 
12129 RM 620, Ste. 420. The agency 
offers home, auto and life insurance and 
retirement and college planning services. 
Every agent speaks Spanish and English. 
Open Mon.–Fri. 8:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m., Sat. 
10 a.m.–2 p.m. and by appointment. Call 
258-1616 or visit www.sfmontero.com.

8  A surgical office that specializes in 
carpal tunnel surgery, The Brown Hand 
Center opened in May at 3107 Oak Creek 
Drive in Suite 100. The surgical facility 
performs endoscopic procedures on the 
hand, resulting in a scar-free surgery. 
The center also treats trigger finger and 
arthritis. Call 255-6300 or visit 
www.brownhandcenter.com.

9  Cajun meat market and specialty food 
store Stuffed opened in June at 12226 RM 
620, Ste. E. The deli and meet market, 
owned by Kurt Knies, sells ready-to-
cook food and will soon offer precooked, 
ready-to-eat options, like stuffed chicken, 
for pick up. Call 918-1600 or visit
www.stuffedfoodstores.com.

10  Husband-and-wife team Brian and 
Monnie Hightower opened Pinup Salon  
June 1 at 7318 McNeil Drive. “We want 
to bring the feel of South Austin to 
North Austin,” Brian Hightower said. 
The trendy yet retro salon offers full 
services for hair, including highlights 
and extensions, and plans to add 
manicure services in the future. Most 
women’s shampoo, cut and styling 
packages begin at $40. Call 258-4244 or 
visit www.pinupsalonaustin.com.

Baby Greens salad and wrap restaurant 
is back in business after closing three 
locations last year. The eatery is offering 
deliveries from a rented commercial 
kitchen space downtown, but owner 
Sharon Mays said she and her partners 
are currently searching for a storefront 
that will cater to her existing customers. 
Hungry patrons start with a salad or wrap 
base like the Southwest, a combination 
of romaine lettuce, black bean salsa 
avocado and more, and top their meals 
with dressings, chicken, tofu or steak. 
Deliveries outside of the downtown area 
require a $25 minimum purchase. Call 
554-6353 or visit www.ilovesalads.com.

A new cookie-creating company called 
Say It With Cookie Cake is delivering 
custom-made baked goods with a mean 
message. From “Epic Fail” to “I Quit,” 
the new business scribbles nearly any 
message, no matter how irreverent or 
absurd, on 8x12-inch chocolate-chip 
cookie cakes. Local residents Adam 
Avramescu and Kristin Kahlich are 
behind the snarky confection. Vegan 
cakes, different sizes and more icing 
flavors are coming soon. Visit 
www.sayitwithcookiecake.com. 

Coming Soon
11  Michelle Cusimano will open 
Bentley’s Biscuits and Bones this 
summer at 13359 N. US 183, Ste. 405. 
Named for Cusimano’s 8-year-old yellow 
lab, the business provides homemade 
dog treats, high quality food and pet-
related items to the community. The 
doggy bakery and retail store will be open 
Tuesday through Friday 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 
and Saturday 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Call 918-
3900 or visit  www.bentleysaustin.com 
(coming soon).

12  Parmer Montessori Academy, a 
division of North Austin Montessori 
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9003 Waterford Centre Blvd., Suite 100
Austin, TX 78758  •  512.491.9600

www.austinbaptistchurch.com

 Join us for
9 am Traditional Service, East Bldg.

10am Bible Fellowship
11am Contemporary Worship, West Bldg.

July 12-16, 2010

Register today online @ 
www.austinbaptistchurch.com

9:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
4 years old (as of July 12, 2010) 

� ru 5th Grade Completed

Vacation Bible School

Lead Kids to Jesus with our VBS based on John 3:16.
This summer bring your kids to SonQuest Rainforest 

VBS- an experience of discovery they will never forget.
Five bible verses, � ve days of discovery and an experi-
ence that can last a lifetime. Theme verse: For God so 

loved the world that He gave His one and only son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 

have eternal life. - John 3:16
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News or questions about Northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

School, will open soon at 12051 W. 
Parmer Lane. The school will serve the 
Avery Ranch community and provide the 
same level of service and Montessori-style 
teaching methods as the original school, 
which opened in 1998. Call 833-8877 or 
visit www.parmerschool.com. 

Austin will serve as the host city for the 
Formula 1 United States Grand Prix 
from 2012 through 2021, F1 organizers 
announced in late May. The last U.S. 
Grand Prix was held in Indianapolis in 
2007. A facility will be specially built for 
the event, but a specific location has not 
yet been announced. “The City of Austin 
will be proud to host this magnificent 
event and I look forward to welcoming 
the participants and fans of Formula One 
to our City,” Mayor Lee Leffingwell said. 
Visit www.formula1.com.

Relocating
13  In May LiteFoot Bikes relocated from 
its former location near the intersection 
of South Lamar Boulevard and Manchaca 
Road to 13686 Research Blvd., Ste. 104. 
“Things have been 100 times better since 
the move,” owner David Dennis said. 
The bike retailer sells bikes that feature 
uniquely constructed frames and a 66cc 
stroke engine, allowing riders to travel 
with minimal effort. Call 351-3555 or visit 
www.litefootbikes.com.

14  Flooring Warehouse relocated in 
the spring to a new location at 2400 W. 
Braker Lane. The flooring retailer carries 
a variety of carpet, wood, laminate and 
tile flooring options and offers customers 
the opportunity to place custom orders. 
Installation is also available. Call 342-1834.

15  In September the Bed Bath and 
Beyond at 10225 Research Blvd. will move 
down the street to 9333 Research Blvd. in 
the shopping center currently occupied 
by Cost Plus World Market, Dave and 
Buster’s and Babies R Us. Call 418-8232 or 
visit www.bedbathandbeyond.com.

16  The Berlitz Language Center, 
a language instruction and cultural 
consulting company, relocated recently 
to a new facility at 7000 N. MoPac, Ste. 
200. The new location is approximately 
1 mile south from its previous location, 
also on MoPac. Call 888-561-7169 or visit 
www.berlitz.com.

In the News
17  As of late May the restaurant formerly 
known as Manny Hattan’s, 9503 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 650, became Manny’s Uptown 
Kitchen as part of a restaurant and menu 
rebranding. Call 794-0088 or visit 
www.mannysuptownkitchen.com.
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Anthropologie opened its second Austin location this May.
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Bentley’s Biscuits and Bones will open this summer in the 
Anderson Arbor Complex. 
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Say It With Cookie Cake will print most anything on a 
cookie for $25.
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Appiction recently debuted three new apps for mobile devices. 

18

Ke
ls

ey
 W

ilk
in

so
n

Lake Creek Alamo Drafthouse is one corporate location that 
is merging with the Village, South Lamar and Ritz locations.

18  Appiction, an Austin-based 
company that develops applications 
for Androids, iPhones, iPads and other 
devices, recently expanded its office 
by 150,000 square feet inside Suite 
320 of the Magma building at 11921 
N. MoPac. Additionally, in May the 
company released three new apps: Golf 
Game Guru, Stretch Pro and Security 
Organizer. Call 852-3900 or visit       
www.appiction.com.

Under New Ownership

The founder of Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema, Tim League, will become CEO 
of the company he created after a five-
year hiatus. The move marks the merging 
of the three theaters of which League 
retained ownership—the Ritz, Village 
and South Lamar locations—with the 
other corporate-owned Drafthouses. In 
returning as the CEO, League will oversee 
programming, creative vision and the next 
wave of expansion for the company. A 
Circle C location of the diner-and-a-movie 
facility has been in the works for more 
than a year. Visit www.drafthouse.com. 

School Notes

This year, students in the Austin 
Independent School District achieved 
higher passing rates in all subjects of the 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and 
Skills test than they did the year before, 
according to the Texas Education Agency. 
The news came after the agency released 
the statewide preliminary TAKS scores in 
early June. Additionally, African-American 
students, economically disadvantaged 
students, students with disabilities and 
English Language Learners all improved 
their scores in every subject area. Visit 
www.austinisd.org.

Anniversary
19  On July 15, St. David’s North 
Austin Medical Center, 12221 N. 
MoPac, will celebrate 15 years of service 
to the Northwest Austin community. 
Since opening, the medical center has 
accomplished many milestones, including 
creating the St. David’s Women’s Center 
on its campus. Call 901-1000 or visit 
www.stdavids.com.

Closing the Doors
20 The Blockbuster Video at 500 Canyon 
Ridge Drive, Ste. B100 closed in June 
after a dispute with the landlord. A new 
Blockbuster store is planned to open nearby 
at the end of this year or early in 2011.  
Visit www.blockbuster.com.
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www.theonlinegunshop.com

Before

After

No Diet Pills

Quick Results

Personal Support

Clinically Proven

Keep it off for Good! Please call me for 
more information today!

Donna Betts
979.864.0482

If you’ve tried other 

diets that just didn’t work, 

Take Shape For Life is 

for you! Our clinically 

proven programs and 

personalized support can 

help make your weight 

loss and wellness 

goals a reality.

Lose 2-5 lbs. a Week!

Donna Betts lost 67 pounds in 
6 months and has kept it o�  for 
over 2 years!*

*Results will vary
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Worth the drive
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Community Events

26  Keep Austin Weird Fest and 5K
Now in its eighth year, the Keep Austin Weird 
Fest and 5K celebrates all things Austin and 
benefits the Austin Parks Foundation. The H-E-B 
sponsored event features live music from local 
musicians, local food and artist vendors, and a 
5K run, which begins at 7 p.m. The run includes a 
costume contest and several stops along the way 
2–10 p.m. • $25 (adult 5K registration and festival 
admission), $10 (children 5K registration and 
festival admission), $10 (festival admission only)
South First Street Bridge and Auditorium Shores          
www.keepaustinweird5k.com

29  Polish Cinema Series
As part of a 16-piece series, the Austin Public 
Library will feature viewings of popular Polish 
cinematic classics. The Windsor Park Branch will 
screen “Szczesliwego Nowego Jorku,” or ”Happy 
New York,” a 1997 film directed by Janusz Zaorski 
that chronicles the lives of emigrants seeking the 
American dream. • 6:30 p.m. • Free • Windsor Park 
Branch, 5833 Westminster Drive • 974-7400 
www.cityofaustin.org/library

30 Ask the Expert series with Con’ Olio
The series is presented by the Seton Family of Hos-
pitals and will teach interested participants about 
the health benefits incurred through cooking with 
olive oil. The seminar includes a light dinner and is 
geared toward patients requiring alternative diets 
due to diabetes, cancer and other chronic health 
problems but can benefit anyone wanting to pur-
sue a heart-healthy diet. • 6:30–7:30 p.m. • Free
Con’ Olio Oils and Vinegars, 10000 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 130 • 342-2344 • www.conolios.com

July

4   H-E-B Austin Symphony July 4th Concert 
and Fireworks 

The annual Independence Day celebration features 
patriotic musical performances by the Austin Sym-
phony and a fireworks show over Lady Bird Lake. 
8:30–10:30 p.m. • Free • Auditorium Shores, 920 W. 
Riverside Drive • www.austinsymphony.org

8  Nature Night: Reptiles
Presented by the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center, nature night affords guests the opportunity 
to learn about native reptiles through the center’s 
discovery stations and habitat hikes. Author Na-
than Jensen will be available to sign his children’s 
book, “Rattlesnake Rules,” at the gift shop during 
the event. • 6–9 p.m. • $1 (nonmembers), free 
(members and Eco-Explorers) • Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center, 4801 La Crosse Ave. • 232-0100 
www.wildflower.org 

9   Movies in the Park: “Journey to the Center   
of the Earth” 

Presented by the Anderson Mill Limited District, 
the event features a free viewing of the 2008 
film, “Journey to the Center of the Earth,” starring 
Brendan Fraser. The film is based on the science fic-

tion novel by Jules Verne and chronicles the quest 
of a professor and his nephew as they discover a 
dangerous world beneath the Earth’s surface. 
8:30 p.m. • Free • Harper Park at Lake Creek Parkway 
and Deerbrook Trail • 258-4104 • www.amld.org

10  Texas Roller Derby
The Cherry Bombs take on the Hellcats as part of 
the Lonestar Rollergirls 2010 season. • 6 p.m. (doors 
open), 7 p.m. (start time) • $15 Palmer Events Cen-
ter, 900 Barton Springs Road • www.txrd.com

17–18  Citywide Garage Sale
The ongoing garage sale is the city’s largest 
antique, collectible and vintage marketplace. Buy-
ers and sellers are welcome to attend. Saturday 10 
a.m.–5 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m.–5 p.m. • $5 (adults), 
free (children under 12 years) • Palmer Events 
Center, 900 Barton Springs Road • 441-2828 
www.citywidegaragesale.com

30 Ottmar Liebert at One World Theatre 
The six-time Grammy nominated and platinum 
selling guitarist Ottmar Liebert will perform two 
special concerts at the venue The Austin Chronicle 
rated as the most romantic in Austin.
7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. • Ticket prices range from 
$25 to $100 • One World Theatre, 7701 Bee Caves 
Road • 329-6753 • www.oneworldtheatre.org

Calendar events must be submitted by the second Friday of 
the month. Submit events to calendar@impactnews.com  
and find our Central Texas calendar online at  
www.impactnews.com/calendar.

June

7–July 23  Classic Game Fest 2010 
Game Over Videogames presents its third annual 
Classic Game Fest, which aims to pay tribute to 
some of the most epic games in history through 
tournaments, movie screenings and more. 
Festival events take place at all three Game Over 
Videogames locations: 911 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 
106, Austin; 110 N. I-35, Ste. 200A, Round Rock; 
5400 Brodie Lane, Ste. 210, Sunset Valley • Times 
vary • Free • more.impactnews.com/8640
www.gameovervideogames.com 

25–27 KittyPalooza
The annual event is hosted by the Town Lake 
Animal Center and gives cat lovers the opportu-
nity to peruse through and choose from a large 
selection of homeless cats available for adoption. 
• 11:30 a.m.–5 p.m. • $35 adoption fee Town Lake 
Animal Center, 1156 W. Cesar Chavez St.
972-4738

Sponsored by



when you bundle with

Road Runner High Speed Online and 

Digital Home Phone Unlimited Nationwide*

HD Digital Cable 

only$25per month
for 12 months

*Offer ends 06/30/10. Valid for new residential customers only. Digital Cable for $25 price applies when All The Best bundle is purchased for $109.99 per month for 12 months. All The Best bundle includes Digital Cable, Road Runner High Speed Online 7.0 Mbps and Digital Home Phone Unlimited Nationwide. Price will increase $10 every 
12 months until retail rate is reached. Monthly charge for Digital set-top box is not included. May not be combined with any other offer. All services not available in all areas. Additional charges apply for equipment, taxes, fees, Directory Assistance, Operator Services and calls to International locations. To receive all services, Digital Cable, remote 
and lease of a Digital set-top box are required. Some services are not available to CableCARD customers. Not all equipment supports all services. HDTV set and an HD set-top box required for HD service. Channels may vary by area. Start Over is not available in all areas. Start Over is available on select shows from participating networks. 
Fast-forward feature is currently not available with Start Over. Subscription to Road Runner Standard or Turbo is required for PowerBoost®. Actual speeds may vary. Not all service tiers are available in all areas. Many factors affect speed. Road Runner with PowerBoost® provides a burst of download speed when capacity is available above the 
customer’s provisioned download speeds for the first 10 MB of a file. It then reverts to your provisioned speed for the remainder of the download. PowerBoost® up to 50% faster claim is based on Road Runner Standard’s maximum download speed of 7.0 Mbps. PowerBoost® is a registered trademark of Comcast Corporation. Used with 
Permission. Road Runner reserves the right to discontinue any feature or offer at any time. Not all Road Runner products and services are available to customers using the Microsoft® Windows Vista™ operating system. A one time $19.99 phone activation charge will apply for new customers. Subject to change without notice. Some restrictions 
apply. Call for details. All trademarks remain the property of their respective owners. ©2010 Time Warner Cable, Inc. All Rights Reserved. TM & © Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc. (s10)

Call 1-888-TWC-8585 or visit TrueBundle.com

from Time Warner Cable. It’s the “Real Deal”.
Experience the True Bundle

Digital Home Phone Unlimited  
Nationwide with FREE Calling Features

Road Runner® High Speed Online  
7.0 Mbps with FREE PowerBoost®

Digital Cable with HD for No  
Extra Fee and FREE Start Over®
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Business Profile  |  Tacodeli

The Northwest Austin Tacodeli is the second location owner Roberto Espinosa opened.

By Mary Tuma
Ten years ago a close friend told 

Roberto Espinosa he was crazy for want-
ing to start a taco restaurant. “You better 
make them good,” his buddy said. With 
his third location up and running at 4200 
North Lamar Blvd. this May, many would 
say he has risen to the challenge. 

Tacodeli Mexican restaurant debuted in 
1999 with Espinosa not only managing the 
South Austin storefront, but also working 

behind the counter, in the kitchen and even 
washing dishes in the back of the house. 
Since its inception, the eatery now employs 
75 staff members in its three locations, 
including Burnet Road. Co-owner Eric 
Wilkerson joined Tacodeli shortly after its 
start, bringing with him experience that 
complemented Espinosa’s. Interestingly 
enough, though the two graduated the 
same year from The University of Texas 
and had several mutual friends, they had 

Ke
ls

ey
 W

ilk
in

so
n

Tacodeli
12001 Burnet Road
339-1700 • www.tacodeli.com
Mon.–Fri., 7 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Sat.–Sun., 8 a.m.–3 p.m. 
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never met prior to building the business. 
Espinosa spent his childhood in Mexico 

City, soaking up the culture, the lifestyle 
and, most importantly, the food. His most 
significant memories entail visits to taco 
restaurants, at which point his love for 
Mexican cuisine developed. Espinosa said 
signature menu item, the Frontera Fundido 
(sirloin or grilled chicken, sautéed onions 
and poblano peppers glazed with melted 
Monterey jack cheese) was inspired by 
a dish he frequently ordered during his 
youth. Much of the menu, including 
breakfast tacos, tortas, tortilla wraps, sal-
ads and specialty tacos which range from 
bison to veggie and fish, is also a reflec-
tion of his mother’s recipes. 

His passion for food grew and served  
as the driving force behind Tacodeli.  
Espinosa strives to use as many local ingre-
dients as possible and coordinates with 
Farm to Table, a local produce supplier.  
He said with more than 120 pounds of  
jalapeños used a day it makes a difference. 

“The barometer of what customers are 
demanding has changed,” he said. 

The increase of “foodies” or self-
proclaimed culinary experts, has caused 
the American palate to evolve, argues 
Espinosa. He points to the collective dis-
covery and embrace of mole, a traditional 
Mexican sauce, as an example.

Tacodeli stays creative with dishes 

by offering inventive daily specials that 
oftentimes make it to the full menu. 

“We are flexible and are able to adapt 
to changes. We always listen to custom-
ers and are never too proud to admit our 
mistakes,” Espinosa said. 

A decade ago, rivalry was scant. 
Tacodeli was one of the big players on the 
scene, but as trailer dining and taco eater-
ies seem to open every week, the business 
is forced to keep up with the pace. 

“It’s a taco town; there’s no question 
about it,” Espinosa said. “In the past few 
years there has been a lot of competition 
on the market. It keeps us on our toes and, 
at the same time, vindicates that we are on 
the right track.”
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AUSTIN’S BEST
EDUCATED & TRAINED
PROFESSIONALS FOR
YOUR POOL

www.IPSSAaustin.com
Visit our website for a calendar of events and contact information.

WHO’S IN YOUR BACKYARD?
Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2005 Porsche 
Boxster S 
Convertible
$33,500 
2 door Convertible, 3.2L H-6cy, Manual 
transmission, 40,158 miles. Stock Number: 
W7651B. Vin: WP0CB298X5U731479. 
Model Code: 987320

2008 Audi A4 2.0T 
Special Edition Sedan
$27,900

2007 Subaru B9 Tribeca SUV
$22,600

4 door Sedan, 2.0L I-4cyl, Variable 
transmission, 22,912 miles. Stock 
Number: AP5341. Vin: WAUA-
F78EX8A160935. Model Code:P

4 door, 3.0L H-6cyl, Automatic 
transmission, 33,914 miles. 
Stock Number: ZP1086. Vin: 
4S4WX82D674406061. 
Model Code: P
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TILE & STONE

CARPET

HARDWOOD

LAMINATE

VINYL

COUNTERTOPS

GRANITE

CUSTOM CABINETS

13205 N Highway 183
512.331.0300
www.dynaflooring.com

Anderson Mill Rd.

Pond SpringsRd.

Hardwood

$4.95 sq ft
Installed

Starting at
Tile

$3.49 sq ft
Installed

Starting at
Carpet

$1.37 sq ft
Installed

Starting at
Granite
FREE Kitchen Sink
(with 50 sf. ft. or more installed.10” deep Stainless equal bowl sink)
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Neighborhood Dining  |  Mesa Rosa Mexican Restaurant 

By Kathryn Eakens
Fresh ingredients and a family atmo-

sphere define the dining experience at 
Mesa Rosa Mexican Restaurant. 

Owner Hamid Zarafshani set up shop 
on Anderson Mill Road in 1994. Since 
then the restaurant has expanded to 
locations off I-35 in Round Rock, near 
Brushy Creek MUD on RM 620 and, most 
recently, on Hwy. 620 S. near Bee Cave.

Loyal customers of the local restaurant 
can experience equally satisfying fare at 
any of Mesa Rosa’s four locations, but 
unlike big national chains, each restaurant 

Papa’s Chicken Melt ($10.99)  is presented on the menu at Mesa Rosa as the boss’s favorite dish. 

The Rosa Enchiladas are simple but hit the spot. 
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differs in architecture and interior design, 
giving each a unique personality. 

The original location’s hacienda color 
palette, warm lighting and Southwestern-
style artwork matched the Tex-Mex 
aromas emanating from the kitchen. 

The obligatory tortilla chips and 
salsa—served mild and cold with a hint 
of cilantro—started the meal off well, but 
the Rosa Dip ($6.89) proved an even bet-
ter complement to the restaurant’s warm 
and crispy chips. The chile con queso 
with seasoned beef and guacamole—in 
a portion that proved too much for just 

two people—melted together to create 
a creamy concoction sure to satisfy any 
queso lover. 

Rosa Enchiladas ($8.49) feature 
two flour tortillas filled with shred-
ded chicken and covered in Monterrey 
Jack cheese and suiza. The mild, sour 
cream sauce was flavorful, yet still let 
the dish’s moist chicken shine as the star 
of the dish. On the side, the black beans 
were bursting with flavor, while the rice 
packed a spicy kick. 

Papa’s Chicken Melt ($10.99), touted 
on the menu as the boss’s favorite dish, 
also did not disappoint. We heaped the 
combination of tender strips of chargrilled 
chicken topped with Monterrey Jack 
cheese and the restaurant’s tangy, mild 
tomatillo sauce onto the accompanying 
flour tortillas for the perfect bite. The 
dish—served with rice, refried beans and 
pico de gallo—is well-placed on the res-
taurant’s menu as one of “Rosa’s Best.”

Other entrées on the menu are the 
Tamale Platter ($8.49), Carne Guisada 
($10.49) and the Pechuga Rosa ($11.59), a 
chicken breast stuffed with cheese, bacon 
and mushrooms, lightly fried and topped 
with chile con queso. The dish, which 
joins Papa’s Chicken Melt as one of the 
restaurant’s specialties, is served over a 
bed of rice with a side of charro beans. 

Mesa Rosa Mexican Restaurant
10700 Anderson Mill Road, Austin
335-3335 • www.mesarosa.com 

Mon.–Thurs. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Fri. and Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.

Happy Hour
Mesa Rosa’s bar, separated from the dining area 
but visible through a wall of brick archways, offers 
happy hour drink specials and half-price appetizers 
Monday through Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. 

• $1 off all longnecks
• $1 off Mexican martinis
• $3.50 house margaritas 
• $3 Well drinks
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A dedicated facility with an unwavering focus—the 
comprehensive care of mothers and their newborn 
infants. A place where great minds come together to 
share information, contribute their expertise, and 
utilize state-of-the-art technology to provide for 
their patients, large and small. A place where the 
health, comfort, and treatment of women inform 
everything we do. The St. David’s Women’s Center 
of  Texas, located on the campus of the North Austin 
Medical Center. It’s here. And it’s for her.

it’s for her

©2009 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.

St. David’s North Austin Medical Center  •  12221 N. Mopac Expy. Austin, TX 78758  •  (512) 901-1050  •  www.womenscenteroftexas.com
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includes principal, interest, taxes & insurance. Buyer 
responsible for HOA dues. Rates subject to change. 
Must meet income, credit & loan qualifications. Other 
restrictions may apply. See sales consultant  for details.

From Hwy 183/Toll Road 183A, head East on 
Brushy Creek Road, turn left on Parmer Lane. 
Paradiso Villas is 1/4 mile on the right.

Take 183A North to the Brushy Creek/Cypress 
Creek Exit. Turn left at light & travel 1.7 miles 
on Cypress Creek Rd., then left on Juliette 
Way & left on Little Elm Trail. Cypress Creek 
Townhomes are just ahead on the right.

Own your home
AND Your Weekends!

www.MyMileStone.com

Affordable
LOW-MAINTENANCE

LIFESTYLE, LAWNCARE 
INCLUDED

LIFESTYLE

LAWNCARE
INCLUDED

Enjoyable

PRIVATE
COMMUNITY POOL
& WALKING PATHS MAINTENANCE

LIVING

ComfortableSHOP, DINE &
PLAY nearby

brushy creek
park

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS

Valuable

Comfortable

Available
11 Homes

30 day closings

Garden Homes from the $160’s 
512-215-3424

Wendy Feeley 512-699-7333
Jim Halvorsen 512-756-3064

11400 West Parmer Lane, Cedar Park

Own for as little as $966 per month
Townhomes from the $130’s 
512-215-5220
Angie Miller 512-470-3925
Katy Flansburg 512-215-5220
1900 Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park

Affordable
LOW-MAINTENANCE

LIFESTYLE, LAWNCARE 
INCLUDED

LIFESTYLE

LAWNCARE
INCLUDED

Enjoyable

PRIVATE
COMMUNITY POOL
& WALKING PATHS MAINTENANCE

LIVING

ComfortableSHOP, DINE &
PLAY nearby

brushy creek
park

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS

Valuable

Comfortable

Available
11 Homes

30 day closings

Affordable
LOW-MAINTENANCE

LIFESTYLE, LAWNCARE 
INCLUDED

LIFESTYLE

LAWNCARE
INCLUDED

Enjoyable

PRIVATE
COMMUNITY POOL
& WALKING PATHS MAINTENANCE

LIVING

ComfortableSHOP, DINE &
PLAY nearby

brushy creek
park

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS

Valuable

Comfortable

Available
11 Homes

30 day closings

Based on 2/1 buydown (3%/4%/5%) with 5.799% 
APR & $142,000 FHA loan amount. Monthly payment 
$966 in Yr1, $1016 in Yr2 & $1117 in Yrs 3-30 & 

Zero Down Payment 
Programs Available!

Coming Soon toLakeway &South Austin!

NEW
1-Story

Floor Plan
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Whether you desire custom 
cabinets or a full remodel, 

we’ll help you build it. From 
residential to commercial 
projects, there is no job 
too small or too large for 

Renaissance Contracting LLC. 

We take great pride in the 
quality of our work, timely 
completion of our projects, 
and the overall satisfaction 

of our clients.

512.470.7868 
WWW.RENAISSANCE - TX.COM

FLOORING/TILE | CUSTOM CABINETS | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | PAINTING/STUCCO  | ROOFING/GUTTERS

CONCRETE/MASONRY | ADDITION/REMODEL  | HEATING/COOLING  |  EXTERIOR REPAIR
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City Notes  |  Recent news Compiled by Staff

City pays tribute to music legend
With the help of nonprofit Capital 

Area Statues, or CAST, Mayor Lee Leffin-
gwell announced in May plans to honor 
Texas music legend Willie Nelson in 
downtown Austin. A permanent bronze 
scale model will be installed on West 
Second Street, close to the new Austin 
City Limits Studio.

The council also approved a resolution 
May 27 that will rename a portion of Sec-
ond Street Willie Nelson Boulevard. 

“These tributes reflect the deep love 
and appreciation that so many in Austin 
have for Willie Nelson and his music, and 
are intended to honor Willie’s singular 
influence in making Austin the live music 
capital of the world,” Mayor Leffingwell 
said. “CAST’s generous contribution of 
the Willie Nelson statue to the city will 
give Austin another iconic sculpture 
to enjoy, and the honorary naming of 
Second Street will be a fitting tribute for 
someone who looms as large as Willie 
Nelson does in the cultural life and his-
tory of our community.”

The existing signage and formal name 
of Second Street will remain, and area 
residents would not need to change 
addresses but would be able to receive 
mail at the Willie Nelson Boulevard 
address.

An Austin resident for nearly 40 years, 

Nelson is the recipient of 10 Grammy 
awards and has sold more than 50 million 
records in his career. He was the featured 
performer on the first episode of Austin 
City Limits, filmed in October 1974.

City approves agreement for North 
Austin Recreation Center

During its June 10 meeting, the council 
elected to enter into a long-term agree-
ment with the YMCA for the construction 
and operation of a new recreation center 
at 1000 W. Rundberg Lane.

The proposed $8.6 million, 30,000- 
square-foot facility will feature an indoor 
pool and will be available for use by non-
members for public meetings or other 
community functions.

The city’s newest recreation center will 
also be required to meet the national 
LEED—Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design—standards as well as 
standards set by the city’s Art in Public 
Places commission, which designates that 
2 percent of the recreation center’s con-
struction budget be allotted toward the 
installation of public art on the recreation 
center’s campus.  

Upcoming Austin City Council 
meetings
July 28 (Budget work session), July 29

Sessions begin at 10 a.m.

Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.

Meetings are broadcast on municipal TV cable Channel 6 and on 
88.7 FM radio, starting at 1:30 p.m. Meetings are streamed live 
and available for reviewing on the Channel 6 website,  
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6. The video is also viewable by 
agenda item and presentation. Visit  
www.ci.austin.tx.us/council for more information, including 
transcripts, schedules, agendas and archived video.

There Will be Blood Drawn
Council approved an interlocal agree-

ment between Travis County and the city to 
add contracted phlebotomists (profession-
als who draw blood) at the county’s central 
booking facility at its May 27 meeting. 

As of October 2009, Seton Family of 
Hospitals discontinued its free services 
and began charging the city $75 to $350 
per draw. Police officials said the move 
is a cost-saving measure; $175,000 went 
toward the roughly 500 blood withdrawls 
performed last year. With professionals on-
site, officials estimate the costs at $61,000. 

The law allows officers to require blood 
samples from anyone charged with a DWI 
arrest if the officer gets a search warrant 
issued by a judge at the time of an arrest, 
rather than only when a DWI suspect 
caused death or serious injury, as previ-
ously employed.

Rutland Dr.

North Austin 
Recreation CenterW. Rundberg Ln.
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When Feeling Great Can’t Wait!

Active Individuals and Families:
• See an experienced and 

compassionate medical 
provider TODAY!

• Available evenings and 
weekends when you can’t get 
in to see your regular doctor.

• WAHOO!™ – call us or register 
online and wait at home; we’ll 
call when your exam room is 
ready.

• All major insurance accepted, 
including Medicare, Medicaid 
and Tricare, or a medical 
discount program is available.

1-888-306-5311
nextcare.com/impact

Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

AUSTIN 
6001 W. WILLIAM CANNON

AUSTIN (PECAN PARK) 
12701 FM 620

ROUND ROCK 
1240 E. PALM VALLEY BLVD.

GEORGETOWN 
900 N. AUSTIN AVE.

EARACHE

MIGRAINE

BUMPED HEAD
(STITCHES)

FEVER

TX_Comm-ImpactNewsPpr_QTR4c_0610  3.indd   1 6/2/10   4:55:35 PM

Named again as a 

“SUPER DENTIST” 

by Texas Monthly!

CREATING BEAUTIFUL SMILES
Dr. Goodson has specialized in orthodontics in the Austin area for over 
twenty-fi ve years. His proven orthodontic experience is combined with 
the most advanced techniques to provide each patient with the fi nest care 
available. We are now offering our patients the benefi ts of the high tech 
DAMON BRACES – a fantastic smile… faster and with outstanding 
comfort. Call our offi ce for a complimentary orthodontic exam. We provide 
personal attention, experience and quality to all of our patients.

JOSEPH P. GOODSON, D.M.D., M.S.
Board Certifi ed Specialist in Orthodontics for Children, Teens, and Adults

258-6683www.goodsonorthodontics.com •Se Habla Español•

325 North Lake Creek Dr. • Round Rock13066 North Hwy. 183 • Austin

For New Patients Starting Full Treatment, Mention this ad for a complimentary exam and

$300 CREDIT
Good for Braces, Damon Braces or Invisalign for a New Patient 

(Full Orthodontic Treatment) when treatment begins.
Not valid with any other offer or discounted fee plans  •  Expires 7/23/10

Back or Neck Pains? We can help! 

Dr. Jeff Gancas 

Book a FREE seminar on:
Exercise   Weight Loss   Nutrition

Diabetes   Extreme Makeover from Maximized 
Living   Body by God

Providing chiropractic treatment for:
Migraines   Headaches   Neck Pain   Back Pain   

Sciatica   Fibromyalgia

11130 Jollyville Rd Ste 201  345-7400  www.livinghealthychiro.com

SPEC
IA

L O
FFER $27

C
hiropractic Exam

ination 
C

onsulation &
 N

ecessary X-Rays A
ll Included

Offer not valid for personal injury or workers compensation cases. Exp.7/31/2010
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Jollyville Water Groundwater Transmission Main proposed site

Old Lampasas 
Trail

Spicewood 

Springs Rd.

McNeil Dr.
Pond 

Springs Rd.

Jollyville 
Recommended 

Route

Proposed 
Shaft Site

more expensive than other methods—
because it minimizes disruptions to the 
neighborhoods,” Meszaros said, adding 
that the water utility is looking to address 
concerns brought up by area residents.

The data gathered from the test drilling 
will be used to determine where four shaft, 
or tunnel access, sites could be located 
during construction of the project. One 
test site at Spicewood Springs Road and 
Old Lampasas Trail has caused neighbor-
hood concern.
Concerned communities

“The tunnel will generate over 180,000 
cubic yards approximately of excavation,” 
said Warren Johnson, a civil engineer and 
resident of the Northwest Balcones neigh-
borhood, one of the areas 
considered for a shaft site.  
“That’s approximately 
seven [UT] towers on the 
UT campus.”

Johnson and other 
neighbors are concerned 
that the traffic caused 
by moving debris out of 
the tunnel—approxi-
mately 13,000 truck loads, 
according to Johnson—
will affect the safety of the neighborhood. 

Other concerned residents in eight sur-
rounding communities created the Spice-
wood Springs Road Tunnel Coalition to 
oppose the use of the Old Lampasas site 
for a 30- to 50-foot wide, 100-foot deep 
tunnel shaft.  

“We are not opposing the plant. We are 
not opposing transmission mains. What 
we are opposing is the shaft to the trans-
mission main located in the middle of the 
neighborhood and anything in this corri-
dor,” said Jill Rowe, a Spicewood Springs– 
area resident and member of the coalition. 
“When they proposed this route, they were 
talking about a shaft at the plant, a shaft 
at the Jollyville [Reservoir]. There was no 
discussion about a shaft in between.” 

Among the neighborhood’s other con-
cerns according to the SSRTC: safety for 
children attending Canyon Vista Middle 
School, residents of an assisted living 
center and cyclists; the city’s handling of 
the project thus far; potential construc-
tion noise levels and interruptions to the 
neighborhood; and the impact on prop-
erty values.

Though construction agreements have 
been approved, details regarding the 
transmission lines and shaft sites have 
not been finalized because groundwater 
and geotechnical testing in the area is 
not complete. Mayor Lee Leffingwell said 
a public hearing regarding that aspect of 
the project would likely occur late this 
summer. 
The issues with shaft sites

The Old Lampasas land was dedicated 
as parkland when it was purchased by the 

city in 2000. To be 
used for the shaft 
site, the city would 
have to complete 
a State Parks and 
Wildlife Code 
Chapter 26 hearing 
process. The code 
prohibits the land 
previously dedi-
cated as parkland 
being used for the 

project without meeting certain require-
ments like the public hearing process.

Members of the SSRTC said the city 
should have completed that process 
before the test drilling was done; however, 
Meszaros said the water utility has com-
pleted all necessary permitting for the cur-
rent scope of the project.

“This is one of the most talked about 
projects the city has ever seen. It’s been in 
the works for a long time,” AWU spokes-
man Jason Hill said. “The upside of this for 
the entire community is by far of utmost 
importance in regards to securing our 
water supply for the next 50 years.”

N

CONTINUED FROM | 1

Water treatment

For more information:
• on WTP4 and the Jollyville main, visit www.ci.austin.tx.us/water/wtpfour.htm
• on SSRTC, visit http://dontdrillspicewoodsprings.com

“We are not opposing the 
plant. We are not opposing 
transmission mains. What we 
are opposing is the shaft to the 
transmission main located in the 
middle of the neighborhood.”

 —  Jill Rowe, 
Spicewood Springs resident 

Jollyville Reservoir

Water Treatment 
Plant 4

Comment at more.impactnews.com/8835

Source: City of Austin
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2010 Congressional District 10Congressional District 10
Interviews by Patrick BrendelFor up-to-the-minute election results, visit www.impactnews.com/vote10.

What makes you the best candidate 
for this position?  

 I’ve got direct experience in regulating oil fields, 
in regulating nuclear power plants, in doing wind 
energy projects and putting legislation through to 
advance wind and solar power. As the former deputy 
head of Superfund hazardous waste cleanup for the 
[Environmental Protection Agency], I know a lot about 
hazardous waste and disposing of nuclear waste. My 
opponent [Michael McCaul] has never done anything 
but push paper. I’ve done projects around the world.  
What issues most affect constituents of 
Congressional District 10?

The most important thing facing the whole country, 
not just District 10, is jobs. We need good jobs for our 
people. And after jobs comes energy—energy prices 
and energy availability and where we get our energy 
from because right now we’re getting too much 
energy, too much oil, from overseas providers that are 
actually aiding the terrorists.

What makes you the best candidate 
for this position? 

 A difference of ideas in general. I think the United 
States and Texas need fresh ideas going into the 
midterm elections. I’m more interested in seeing a 
more socially acceptable agenda out there. A lot of 
groups don’t have a voice now. It seems politics now 
has become bickering between the two major parties 
who, at the end of the day, offer the same solutions to 
the same sets of problems.
What issues most affect constituents 
of Congressional District 10?

First off, jobs. I think the economy seems to still be 
having a hard time in the nation as a whole. I am for 
tax breaks for small businesses going forward—espe-
cially in District 10, where small businesses make up a 
large percentage of employers—instead of pouring 
our money into large businesses. I’d like to see small 

What about your background and 
your experience makes you the best 
candidate for this position?

 I have delivered and I have taken the lead in 
reforming the way Washington does the people’s 
business. In my third term in the U.S. House I have 
a proven 96 percent conservative voting record. 
During this recession I have stood up for taxpayers 
and voted against the Wall Street Bailout, against 
the stimulus, against the Omnibus, against a pork-
filled budget, against government takeover of our 
healthcare system, against a national energy tax and 
against raising the debt ceiling. Further, I stopped 
requesting earmarks over two years ago until the 
system becomes 100 percent transparent. I was 
sent to Washington to represent the conservative 
principles, and I have not forgotten who I work for.

Ted Ankrum, Democrat
Education: University of Colorado; Loyola 
University (MBA)
Experience: Vietnam veteran; senior NASA exec.; 
chief quality inspector of Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission; head of committee operations for 
the Conservation and Renewable Energy office
281-379-3098 • www.ankrum2010.com

Jeremiah Perkins, Libertarian
Education: Current Austin Community College 
student studying economics; attended classes at 
DePaul University

Experience: AT&T salesman; U.S. Air Force; prior 
sales experience

Michael McCaul, Republican 
Education: Trinity University; St. Mary’s 
University School of Law  
Experience: Incumbent congressman; chief 
of Terrorism and National Security in the 
U.S. Attorney’s office in Texas; Texas deputy 
attorney general; federal prosecutor in the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s Public Integrity Section
431-2525 • www.michaelmccaul.com

 We’ve got to educate our children for the jobs of 
the future, and we’re not doing a very good job of that. 
We’re putting too much emphasis on college education 
instead of community college technical education. 
One-third of students aren’t going to go to college, and 
we need to give them community college training in 
subjects like welding and automobiles. All these skills 
are needed for jobs that will be available in the future.
If elected, what would your top prior-
ity be upon taking office?

Constituent service. Our current congressman 
doesn’t do a very good job of that. I would have a 
person whose sole job is to help me in providing 
assistance to veterans and service members. I’ve heard 
so many complaints from our county veterans affairs 
coordinators that they’re just not getting the help from 
the congressional affairs office that they feel like they 
should be getting.

businesses take the lead in reviving the economy. 
Personal freedoms are a big issue. I’d like to see 

things like medical marijuana be legalized. I think 
it’s a great opportunity to use tax revenue from 
something like that to fill in some of the budget gaps. 
Things like transportation are a very big issue here. 
I’d like to see more interest in green energy, high-
speed rail, things like that. 
If elected, what would your top prior-
ity be upon taking office?

Besides the oil leak, my top priority would be small 
business. I believe it’s the quickest way to stimulate 
the economy. They’ll be the first ones to rehire, and the 
most growth in Texas, especially, will come from small 
businesses. I would work for lowering taxes for small 
businesses. 

How are you different from your 
opponents?

 [Michael] McCaul says he’s not going to take ear-
marks. Earmarks are the way congressmen get federal 
money for projects in their district. Other members of 
Congress from Texas got things like improvements to 
the Houston ship channel and grants to state universi-
ties. And those are good earmarks.

I would take an earmark to improve the Hwy. 290 
interchange through Brenham so that it would not be 
the bottleneck for hurricane evacuation traffic. And 
that is a perfect earmark project. 
Why are you running?

We need a congressman who can look at the 
facts, look at the issues and do what’s right for the 
American people rather than opposing every single 
thing a democratic president proposes. I don’t agree 
with everything Mr. [Barack] Obama is doing, but an 
automatic “no” is not a plan to solving our problems. 

How are you different from your 
opponents?

The standard two opponents are going to be 
Republicans and Democrats. I’d like people in general 
to know there are other options out there. I’m just 
your regular everyday citizen. I work a full-time job, 
and politics isn’t my full-time business. I think I would 
better represent your everyday, average, blue-collar 
job worker than someone who spends their entire 
time being a career politician.

What issues most affect constituents 
of Congressional District 10?

Job creation is the No. 1 challenge facing the 10th 
District. We can lay the groundwork at the federal level 
by permanently easing the tax burden on businesses, 
allowing them to expand and hire. Lower the corpo-
rate tax rate, which is second highest in the world at 
35 percent, to 25 percent to stop driving American 
businesses overseas. Suspend capital gains taxes 
through 2010 then cut the current rate. Reform the tax 
code making it simpler, more pro-growth and more 
competitive. We must give families more control of the 
money they earn by cutting income taxes.
If re-elected, what would your top 
priority be upon returning to office?

 In addition to my continued work on national secu-
rity and border security, we must work to repeal the 
nationalized healthcare law that has already stunted 
job creation and limited the availability of health care 
by driving doctors out of practice and cutting Medicare 

by $500 billion. I will work to replace the existing law 
with our own legislation that would address the core 
reforms of ensuring access to care regardless of means 
and pre-existing conditions without needlessly punish-
ing individuals, families and businesses, without killing 
jobs and without driving an estimated one-third of 
doctors out of their profession.  
Why are you running for re-election?

After Sept. 11 I was compelled to use my experience 
as chief of counter-terrorism in the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office and as a federal prosecutor in the Justice 
Department Integrity Unit to make our nation safe 
from terrorists by shaping our policies in the legislative 
branch of government. In addition, over the last two 
years the democratic majority has steered the United 
States away from the philosophy of a small govern-
ment with limited powers that our founding fathers 
envisioned in the Constitution. It is my intent to reverse 
this dangerous course. 

Texas’ Congressional District 10 encompasses an area that spans from northwest Houston to Austin, Pflugerville and portions of Westlake and represents 
portions of Travis, Lee, Burleson, Washington, Austin, Walter and Harris counties. The district is currently represented by Republican Michael McCaul who has 
served since 2005. Previously the district has been represented by Democrat Lloyd Dogget, now of Congressional District 25, and Democrat J.J. Pickle. 

Editor’s note: This is the second in a series of candidate interviews that will appear until the November general 
election, as part of Community Impact Newspaper’s mission to promote civic involvement. For complete 
transcripts, interviews with candidates for other positions on the ballot and more information about the 
election, visit www.impactnews.com/vote10.

 Election 
dates

Election date: Nov. 2
Last day to register to vote: Oct. 4
Early voting: Oct. 18–Oct. 29
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Oct. 26
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Downtown

Northwest District

Downtown Austin Plan

Historic assets 
Eight Texas historic landmarks, 
36 city historic landmarks, eight 
National Register properties

Existing development 
Historic schools, including Austin 
Community College’s Rio Grande 
Campus and Pease Elementary 
School; many original homes 
converted to offices; small retail; 
commercial development

Future development 
Planners have identified 
21 opportunity sites in the 
district, totaling about 13 acres. 
Redevelopment infill potential is 
about 1 million square feet.

District goals 
Preserve the neighborhood’s 
historic residential character; 
bring residents back to the 
neighborhood; preserve the tree 
canopy along streets; preserve 
and enhance open space; improve 
the pedestrian environment; 
improve cycling conditions; 
improve Shoal Creek and its trail

Primary objectives 
Update the Cultural Resources 
Survey and Presentation Plan; 
develop form-based design 
standards requiring new 
development to be compatible 
with the district’s historic fabric; 

With one- and two-story 
family homes dating back to the 
1800s, the 34-block Northwest 
District was one of the city’s 
first residential neighborhoods, 
in contrast to the more urban-
ized parts of downtown. The 
district is generally bounded by 
Seventh Street, Shoal Creek, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boule-
vard and San Antonio Street.

allow multi-unit residential as 
a permitted land use; amend 
zoning so front yard setbacks 
are regulated by street; establish 
creekfront setback standards 
along Shoal Creek; replace 
citywide compatibility standards 
with area-specific standards 
aimed at preserving compatibility 
between the Northwest and 
Judges Hill districts; allow for 
greater density along major 
auto-oriented corridors, subject 
to provisions of the Downtown 
Density Bonus Program; enhance 
Duncan Park; improve the cycling 
environment; underground 
transmission lines

This concept plan is a design for the $1 million House Park BMX/Skate Park approved by Austin 
City Council in May. Improving parks is a key component of the Northwest District plan. 
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In an October 2009 town hall 
meeting, McCann Adams Studio, 
consultants on the Downtown 
Austin Plan, presented outlines, 
including key goals and priorities, 
for seven districts in the downtown 
plan: Core/Waterfront, Northwest, 
Uptown/Capitol, Market/Lamar, 
Lower Shoal Creek, Waller Creek 
and Rainey Street. While the Waller 
Creek District was conducted as a 
separate planning effort by McCann 
Adams Studio, it is being integrated 
into the downtown plan. The Waller 
Creek, Core/Waterfront and North-
west districts are the primary focus 
of the downtown plan, as they make 
up nearly half of downtown.

The remaining two districts, 
Judges Hill and UT/Northeast, do 
not have district plans. City staff 
decided not to include these areas 
because Judges Hill is a single-fam-
ily zone and will remain that way, 
said Jana McCann, CEO of McCann 
Adams Studio; and in the UT/
Northeast District, The University of 
Texas has its own master plan.

McCann also said the districts 
were not in danger of change.

“It was more important to address 
those districts that were more suscep-
tible to change,” she said.

The following is a breakdown of 
key goals and priorities within the 
seven identified district plans.

CONTINUED ON | 16

Republic 
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Park

Wooldridge
Square Park

development, McCann said.
Downtown Austin Plan

Acting like a neighborhood 
plan for the Central Business Dis-
trict, the downtown plan gives an 
overall vision for future growth, 
recommends public projects and 
lays out zoning for buildings in 
the downtown area.

The council initiated the plan 
through a December 2005 reso-
lution, eventually offering a $1.4 
million contract to consultants 
McCann and Jim Adams, who 
have led several major planning 
projects, including the Waller 
Creek District and Mueller.

Distinguishing downtown from 
other projects is its size and eco-
nomic significance to the region, 
not just Central Austin.

“Even if you may not come 
downtown every day, it is really 
important,” McCann said.

About 80 percent of downtown 
property taxes are exported to pro-
vide services—such as schools, 
hospitals and infrastructure—out-
side of downtown, said Charles 
Betts, executive director of the 
Downtown Austin Alliance.

Additionally, the vibrancy and 
culture of downtown attract visi-
tors and form their impressions of 
Austin once they leave. 

The downtown plan is the sum 
of several smaller plans focused 
on areas, projects or topics, such 
as the Northwest District, trans-
portation infrastructure or den-
sity. Some of the individual plans 
have already been approved by 
council; some are still pending 
and some, like urban rail, might 
not be decided when council votes 
on the overall plan, tentatively set 
for late fall.
Density vs. affordability

High-density development is 
associated with increased residen-
tial rent. As a solution, the down-
town plan includes a Downtown 
Density Bonus Program, where 
developers can build bigger in 
exchange for including affordable 
housing or paying into a city fund 
to purchase affordable housing.

One conflict is whether the city 
should use the fund to buy hous-
ing units downtown, or more units 
outside of downtown.

“It raises a lot of interesting 
questions about what we expect 
from downtown, how we should 
allocate scarce funds, how we can 
continue to make downtown as 
diverse as we all expect it to be,” 
Councilman Chris Riley said.

Approved in July 2009, the 

original density bonus/afford-
able housing plans were made 
with housing aimed at downtown 
workers earning 80 to 120 percent 
of the area’s median income, or 
about $73,000 for a family of three,  
McCann said.

However, in March the City 
Council passed a resolution that 
emphasizes providing housing—
in combination with social ser-
vices—for those making less than 
30 percent of the area’s median 
income, or about $20,000 for a 
family of three.

The plan supported creating 
170 very-low-income housing 
units downtown, compared to the 
council resolution of 350 units. 
McCann said a revised density 
bonus/affordable housing plan 
will likely be a part of the overall 
downtown plan. In June, the city’s 
Planning Commission suggested 
that half of the fund be used for 
housing downtown and half for 
housing near downtown.
Old and new

A seemingly haphazard patch-
work of old and new structures, 
downtown has developed from 
an 1839 design by Edwin Waller, 
Austin’s first mayor. The plan 
lays out a grid of streets anchored 
by major public green spaces, 
including the Capitol, Colorado 
River and four public squares, 
three of which exist today.

Today’s downtown plan calls 
for a major revitalization of green 
spaces to serve as focal points of 
development in places such as 
Waller Creek, Palm Park, Water-
loo Park and the historic squares. 

“Parks and open spaces are the 
most undernourished resources in 
downtown. Most recent develop-
ment and redevelopment clings 
to Lady Bird Lake because it is a 
great open space,” McCann said.

Another top priority of the plan 
is to maintain downtown’s historic 
feel, a task made more difficult by 
a lack of information on buildings 
potentially worth saving.

The last time the city attempted 
a comprehensive study of historic 
resources was more than 25 years 
ago. A primary objective of the 
downtown plan is to update the 
1984 Cultural Resources Survey 
and Presentation Plan, which 
identified about 7,300 potentially 
historic structures built before 
1935 in Central Austin. Since the 
survey, hundreds of downtown 
structures have been razed.

Fred Schmidt, owner of Wild 
About Music on Sixth Street, is 
torn between a respect for history 
and a penchant for new urban-
ism, or appropriate high-density  
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The Waller Creek District 

Master Plan and Tunnel Project 
is integral to downtown plan-
ning and is also being led by 
consultants McCann Adams 
Studio.

Austin City Council members 
were scheduled to take action 
on the master plan during their 
June 24 meeting. The Waller 
Creek plan comprises nine 
individual projects that together 
would revitalize the area 
surrounding the creek into a 
linear greenway, equipped with 
bicycle and pedestrian trails, 
businesses and public parks. 
The estimated cost of the first 
three projects is $34.1 million, 
with $27 million allocated for 
environmental restoration. The 
first project would take place in 
the southern part of the district, 
from Lady Bird Lake to Fifth 
Street. 

To ensure the plan is reflective 
of citizen needs, City Council 
and county commissioners 
appointed a 16-member advisory 
committee to shape and oversee 
the vision of the plan.

 Funding for the Waller Creek 
plan is still undetermined but 
could come from a variety of 
sources, including federal, state 
and private entities. The plan’s 

above-ground improvements 
will likely be on the November 
transportation bond election.

Plans for revitalization of 
Waller Creek—named for first 
Austin Mayor Edwin Waller—
have been around since the 
’70s, when improvements were 
made in honor of the nation’s 
bicentennial celebration. The 
current iteration has been driven 
by Councilwoman Sheryl Cole, 
whose proposal was approved 
by the council in 2007.

Commissioned in early 2009, 
McCann Adams Studio has 
held a series of public meet-
ings while drafting the plan to 
re-envision the Waller Creek 
District.

In the past, development in 
the district has been foiled by 
excessive flooding, pollution 
and vagrancy. The purpose of 
the $127 million Waller Creek 
Tunnel Project is to mitigate 
those problems. To be complete 
in July 2014, the city-county 
project is funded by a 20-year 
Tax Increment Financing Zone.

During tunnel construction, 
Waterloo Park, which makes up 
more than half of Waller Creek’s 
open space, will be closed for 
renovations for more than two 
years, starting in mid-2011.

Core/Waterfront District

Waller Creek District Transportation

Rainey
Street
District

UT/Northeast
District

Waller Creek
District

Source: City of Austin
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Historic assets 
29 Texas historic landmarks, 
70 city historic landmarks, 25 
National Register properties

Existing development 
Offices for public and private 
sector entities, major hotels 
and high-density mixed-use 
developments

Future development 
Planners have identified 
63 opportunity sites in the 
district, totaling about 50 acres. 
Opportunity sites—underutilized 
or vacant parcels of land without 
historic significance and one-
quarter block or greater in 
size—have the potential to be 
redeveloped within the next five 
to 15 years.

Significant potential 
Redevelopment infill potential is 
estimated at more than 14 million 
square feet.

District goals 
Enhance the Core/Waterfront 
District as the premier 
employment, cultural and visitor 
center of the region; improve 
the quality of the pedestrian 

experience; make it easier to 
move around without a car; 
restore and activate the historic 
squares; ensure that the district 
is a welcoming and affordable 
place for all; preserve the historic 
building fabric

Primary objectives 
Update the city’s 1984 
Cultural Resources Survey and 
Presentation Plan; change cocktail 
lounges from a permitted use (a 
right) to a conditional use (having 
to meet specified requirements); 
continue the city’s Great Streets 
Program; install public restrooms; 
install a way-finding system 
of signs directing people to 
significant sites; convert many 
one-way streets to two-way; 
enhance bus service; create 
urban rail; have the city lead the 
coordination of parking, improve 
old water and wastewater 
systems; provide higher levels of 
solid waste collection, recycling 
and composting; improve the 
public space around the ARCH 
facility; improve fire and police 
facilities

The heart of downtown, 
the 97-block Core/Waterfront 
District is the most intensively 
developed part of the city, 
bounded roughly by Lady Bird 
Lake, Shoal Creek, 11th Street 
and Red River Street.

The district includes several 

recognized sub-districts, includ-
ing East Sixth Street, the Ware-
house District, Second Street 
Retail District, Lady Bird Lake 
and Austin’s three remaining 
original public squares: Brush, 
Republic and Wooldridge.

The 6th Street Improvement District is helping to develop a streetscape design built around the 
concept of narrowing East Sixth Street to three lanes and widening sidewalks to 24 feet in width.
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The Downtown Transporta-
tion Framework Plan, a part 
of the Downtown Austin Plan, 
builds upon guidelines in the 
city’s Great Streets Program, first 
implemented in 2000. The Great 
Streets Program reimburses 
developers for a portion of the 
cost of building sidewalks, if 
built to Great Streets standards. 
The city sets aside about 30 per-
cent of downtown parking meter 
revenue to fund the program.

The new transportation plan 
specifies four major modes of 
transportation: pedestrian, auto-
mobile, transit and bicycle.

Pedestrian

• All streets should have wider 
sidewalks, shade trees and 
high-quality street lighting and 
furnishings.

• Most downtown streets should be 
at least 18 feet wide.

• Pedestrian priority streets include 
Congress Avenue, Cesar Chavez, 
Second Street, East Sixth Street 
and future Waller Creek Corridor

Automobile

• Regional access to downtown is 
limited by barriers both natural 
(river) and man-made (The 
University of Texas campus) so 
alternative transit modes are 
required for downtown to grow.

• Convert all one-way streets 
into two-way streets, except for 
Lavaca, Guadalupe, Fifth, Sixth 
and a portion of Trinity streets

• Build a new bridge to traverse 
Lady Bird Lake by extending 
Trinity Street to the south shore

• Automobile priority streets 
include Lamar Boulevard, 
Guadalupe, Lavaca, Congress 
Avenue, Red River Street, Cesar 
Chavez, 15th, Sixth, Seventh, 
Eighth, Fifteenth and MLK.

Transit

• Construct urban rail line 
connecting downtown with 
Central Austin and the airport. A 
bond proposal for urban rail could 
be in front of city voters in a fall 
2011 election.

• Bus priority streets include Lamar, 
Guadalupe, Lavaca, Congress, Red 
River, Seventh, Fifteenth and MLK

• Create on-street transfer system 
for bus-to-rail transfers

Bicycle

• One-third of 1998 Austin Bicycle 
Plan recommendations have been 
implemented. The bike plan was 
updated in 2009.

• Complete Lance Armstrong 
Bikeway and Pfluger Bridge 
Extension

• Create downtown bicycle corridor 
along Nueces and Rio Grande 
streets

Brush 
Square 

Park

“Northeast
Square” 

Park

Uptown/Capitol District

Promote diversity of uses, with retail 
and restaurant uses and higher density 
residential

Encourage redevelopment of 
underutilized sites and garages

Enhance State Capitol campus 
consistent with its 1989 master plan

Improve North Congress Avenue as 
landscaped civic axis

Market/Lamar District

Strengthen area as mixed-use with 
ground-level shops and restaurants

Improve quality and safety of 
pedestrian environment

Introduce flood control measures, creek 
bank stabilization along Shoal Creek

Encourage pedestrian-oriented uses 
that open onto Shoal Creek

Lower Shoal Creek District

Improve continuity of creekside trails 
along Shoal Creek and implement 
flood control improvements and creek 
bank stabilization

Extend street grid to create stronger 
bicycle, pedestrian, transit and vehicular 
linkages to Core/Waterfront District

Rainey Street District

Allow for transition of neighborhood 
from single-family enclave to a high 
density mixed-use district

Establish an infrastructure plan to 
promote an adequate roadway, 
pathway and utility network

Preserve Rainey Street’s tree canopy

Create stronger pedestrian linkages to 
Lady Bird Lake and Waller Creek

I-35
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Downtown’s historic public squares

Republic 
Square 

Park Brush 
Square Park

Wooldridge
Square Park

Named after a prominent 
merchant, Brush Square is in 
southeastern downtown.

Historic uses 
Overflow for 1800s public 
market; used by Alliance 
Cotton Yard around 1900

The “Northeast Square” is 
the “lost” park in the 1839 
Waller Plan. Never developed 
as an open space, the site 
between Ninth, Trinity, Tenth 
and Neches streets has been 
occupied since the 1960s 

Named after a mayor who 
led a rehabilitation effort of 
the park, Wooldridge Square 
is in northwest downtown.

Historic uses 
Did not become a park for 
70 years; used as a dump 
in early 1900s until Mayor 
Alexander P. Wooldridge 
led a cleanup effort; city’s 
preferred spot for public 
events in early to mid-1900s

Current uses 
Historic bandstand/pavilion; 
park tables; mainly used by 
homeless persons

Republic Square is in the 
southwest quadrant of 
downtown. The park was 
named Republic Square (in 
honor of the Republic of 
Texas) after a 1974 renovation 
project led by the parks 
department and Sierra Club.

Historic uses 
Adjacent to courthouse 
proposed by Waller and built 
in 1855; contains historic 
Auction Oaks where the 
Waller Plan lots were sold; 
used by congregation of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Cathedral 
(built in 1890s) 
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Neighbors 
Austin History Center; county 
buildings; Bank of America

Events 
Saturday giant chess; Cinco 
de Mayo; summer concerts

Long-term 
recommendations 
Improve park access; 
improve amphitheater 
seating; preserve bandstand; 
expand stage area; designate 
plaza in northwest corner

Near-term 
recommendations 
Allow food vendors; make 

tables and chairs available 
for public use; Great Streets 
and transit improvements; 
work with county to provide 
public restrooms; develop 
exhibits about square’s 
history; improve tree health

Current uses 
Recently emerged from 
the first phase of a major 
revitalization project; Austin 
Farmers Market on Saturdays

Neighbors 
U.S. courthouse (to be 
complete fall 2012); U.S. post 
office; Chase Bank; potential 
sites for three high-rise 
mixed-use developments, 
new Austin Museum of Art 
building, office tower

Events 
Diez y Seis; Movies in the 
Park; Yoga in the Park; Austin 
City Limits bus staging

Long-term 
recommendation:  
Fund and complete all phases 
of existing park master plan

Other recommendations 
Great Streets improvements; 
food vendors; restrooms

Current uses 
Fire Station No. 1 (original 
station built by 1939); O. 
Henry Museum (built in 1888, 
moved to square in 1934); 
Susanna Dickinson-Hannig 
Museum (moved to square in 
2002, renovated in 2010)

Neighbors 
Capital Metro downtown rail 
station; Austin Convention 
Center; Lance Armstrong 
Bikeway; Hilton Hotel and 
Residences; Marriott; The 
Avenue Lofts

Events 
O. Henry Pun-off; SXSW

Long-term 
recommendations 
Relocate firefighters and 
repurpose station; replace 
parking lot with green space

Near-term 
recommendations 
Reduce size of station parking 
lot; encourage neighborhood 
activities; allow food vendors; 
introduce bicycle rental 
facilities; plant a double row 
of shade trees along Fourth 
Street; install raised deck 
area to protect major live oak 
tree; improve tree health and 
provide irrigation

by the First Baptist Church. 
Church representatives say 
they have no intention of 
selling the site or relocating.

Historic uses 
Site of original Austin High 
School (opened in 1900), 
which became John Allan 
Junior High in 1925

Current use 
Site of main sanctuary 
building for First Baptist 
Church (originally founded 
in 1867 at the current site of 
the Austin History Center by 
Wooldridge Square)

Neighbors 
State and federal buildings; 
future U.S. post office

Long-term 
recommendation 
Discuss opportunities for 
land swaps with the church; 
one scenario would relocate 
church to adjacent block

Alternative 
recommendations 
Discuss creation of nearby 
public space on an unused 
plaza on a half-block owned 
by federal government; 
explore other potential sites

Wooldridge Square “Northeast Square”
Republic Square Brush Square

“Northeast
Square” Park
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development.
“The towers [on Congress 

Avenue] are good. They brought 
vertical construction and a den-
sity of use good for downtown, 
but in the process we lost a lot of 
the original urban historic fabric 
of ‘The Main Street of Texas,’” 
he said.
County, state plans

An integral, independent factor 
to the downtown plan is develop-
ment of Travis County and state-
owned property downtown.

“[The county and state] are 
very important members of the 
downtown community, providing 
public services and creating a sta-
ble employment base,” McCann 
said. “They create a significant 
amount of jobs.

In coordination with city plan-
ners, Travis County is preparing a 
Central Campus Master Plan for 
its facilities downtown. 

County planners estimate 
the amount of space county 

government needs will more than 
double in 25 years, from about 
530,000 square feet today to  
1.1 million square feet in 2035.

The process began in June 
2009 with a needs assessment. 
Public workshops are set for July 
and again at the end of the year. 
County commissioners will con-
sider the plan in meetings in Sep-
tember and again in January, with 
the final report set to come out in 
March.

Even before the plan is com-
plete, commissioners have already 
made a major acquisition to pre-
pare for growth, by voting to buy 
an office building at 700 Lavaca 
St. for $61.25 million. The build-
ing will contain the Commission-
ers Court, commissioners’ offices 
and administration.

The county should close on 
the building by July, said Bill 
Anderson, senior vice president 
of Office Leasing Advisors.

In the long term, the county’s 
and state’s plans will cause rental 
rates to rise, he said.

“Anything between Cesar 
Chavez and 15th is going to be 

looking at increases because 
everybody down here now is 
fighting over space,” he said.

For state development, Texas 
Facilities Commission staffers 
released plans in late spring pro-
jecting development in the state 
Capitol Complex to triple in the 
future, with an addition of 7 mil-
lion square feet—about 20 per-
cent of downtown’s entire devel-
opment potential.

The scenario estimates office 
space needs to be 1 million 
square feet in the seven-block, 
122-acre Capitol area. Another 
1 million square feet of office 
space would be added on state-
owned land near The Triangle.

The remaining 6 million 
square feet of potential space in 
the Capitol Complex would be 
developed under public-private 
partnerships, making the state-
owned land subject to taxation.

Staffers will report to the com-
mission in August. They expect 
a timeline to be drafted within 
a year. Although the plan is still 
in an early phase, it represents 
a radical departure from a 2009 

plan to create a new state complex 
near Toll 130 east of Austin.
Implementing the plan

The Downtown Austin Plan is 
not the first city plan for down-
town, or even the only plan in 
the works involving downtown. 
A concern for some is how the 
neighborhood plans—including 
the downtown plan—will fit into 
the comprehensive plan, the city’s 
overarching policies for growth 
and development. The neighbor-
hood plans exist as amendments 

The Travis County Central Campus is centered on Wooldridge Square.
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Ned Granger 
Administration 
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University Savings 
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Blackwell-
Thurman Criminal 
Justice Center

County Jail

Herman Marion 
Sweatt County 
Courthouse

Rusk Building

700 Lavaca

Parking Garage

Downtown Austin Plan continued

CONTINUED FROM | 14

Downtown

to the city’s current Austin 
Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan, 
which would be replaced by the 
proposed Imagine Austin Com-
prehensive Plan, slated for coun-
cil consideration in 2011.

Attorney and Realtor Frank 
Herron has been involved in 
shaping the comprehensive plan, 
which would provide mandatory 
guidelines for development of the 
entire city for the next 30 years. It 
does not make sense, he said, for 
smaller plans to precede passage 
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Judge Edwin Waller and the 1839 Waller Plan: How Austin was built around open spaces

The first mayor of Austin, Edwin Waller, was also the 
architect of the city’s first master plan, created from May 
to October 1839. Charged by the nascent Republic of Texas 
government, Waller and a team of about 200 laborers 
surveyed and plotted out the now-familiar grid street plan 
that characterizes downtown today.

The 1839 Waller Plan effectively prepared the tiny 
settlement of Waterloo and surrounding wilderness for 
development into the capital city of Texas, with the arrival of 
the state government from Houston in October 1839.

Born in Virginia in 1800, Waller arrived in Texas in spring 
1831. In July of that year, the Mexican government granted 
him a tract of land in what is now Brazoria County in 
southeast Texas. Soon after, Waller gained notoriety for 
resistance of the Mexican government, first by being jailed 
for refusing to pay custom duties to Mexican authorities, 
then by participating in the June 1832 battle of Velasco—a 
bloody prelude to the Texas Revolution—where he was 
wounded in the head.

In 1833, Waller became alcalde of Brazoria Municipality, 
part of his duties being the exercise of judicial authority. 
He was a delegate from Brazoria to the Convention of 1836 
on Washington-on-the-Brazos, and he signed the resulting 
Texas Declaration of Independence and also helped draft the 
Constitution of the Republic of Texas.

In 1839, Waller was chosen by Texas President Mirabeau B. 
Lamar, a political ally, to supervise the surveying of Austin, 

sale of town lots and construction of public buildings. Waller 
carried out his duties on the edge of the Texas frontier with 
the protection of armed citizens. That same year, he helped 
organize Austin Masonic Lodge No. 12 at his residence.

Waller was appointed Texas postmaster general by the 
Senate on Dec. 10, 1839, but he resigned the next day. He was 
elected Austin’s first mayor in January 1840, but he gave up 
that position in August.

Waller then moved to Austin County, where he served 
as chief justice from 1844 to 1856. He campaigned 
unsuccessfully for lieutenant governor in 1846.

In 1861, Waller represented Austin County at the 
Secession Convention. Because he was the only delegate 
present who had signed the Texas Declaration of 
Independence, members allowed Waller to be the first 
person to sign the ordinance of secession.

In 1873, Texas legislators formed a new county from 
Austin and Grimes counties, naming it Waller in his honor. 
Waller was elected the first president of the Texas Veterans 
Association in 1873. He died in January 1881 while on a trip to 
Austin on association business.

He was buried in the family cemetery in Waller County. In 
1928 his remains, along with those of his wife, Juliet M. de 
Shields, were moved to the State Cemetery in Austin.

The 1839 Waller Plan for the City of Austin was based on William Penn’s plan for 
Philadelphia, which featured a grid street pattern around Independence Hall and 
four public squares.
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Republic 
Square 

Park

Brush 
Square Park

Wooldridge
Square Park

State  
Capitol

“Northeast
Square” Park

The red buildings represent new state offices. The blue represents public-private projects.

Congress Ave.

of the comprehensive plan.
“By passing all of these smaller, 

more detailed planning efforts 
first, we’re painting ourselves into 
a corner of having to match the 
comprehensive plan to smaller 
efforts than vice versa,” he said. 

However, City Councilman 
Chris Riley does not anticipate 
that type of conflict to occur.

“The neighborhood plans 
would be folded into the com-
prehensive plan. They would be 
something like subchapters in the 
comprehensive plan,” he said.

McCann said the final draft of 
the downtown plan, when pre-
sented to city officials starting  
this fall, will include a robust 

Potential and current downtown projects

Comment at more.impactnews.com/8836

For more information on the Downtown Austin 
Plan, visit www.cityofaustin.org/downtown.

implementation strategy. The 
details are still being worked 
out, but the plan will recommend 
creating an economic develop-
ment corporation specific to 
downtown. The strategy will 
also include a list of prioritized 
projects for the next 10 years, 
suggested capital projects and 
changes to city policy.

Additional reporting by Rebecca Nordquist

The Waller Creek Tunnel 
Project is a stormwater bypass 
tunnel from Waterloo Park 
to Lady Bird Lake near Waller 
Beach. Construction will be 
completed in 2014.

The 683-foot-tall Austonian 
mixed-use tower at Second 
Street and Congress Avenue 
opened mid-June. 

The Seaholm Power Plant is 
set to transform into a mixed-
use development. The project 
is still under negotiation. 

The six-mile Lance Armstrong  
Crosstown Bikeway, stretching 
from Levander Loop through 
downtown and ending near 
Deep Eddy Pool, is under 
construction. 

The Thomas C. Green Water 
Treatment Plant redevelopment 
is planned at Second Street and 
Shoal Creek.

A new 230,000-square-
foot federal courthouse is 
developing west of Republic 
Square Park.
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City of Austin historical highlights:

• Pre-18th century: Nomadic tribes of 
Tonkawas, Comanches and Lipan 
Apaches camped and hunted in the 
Austin area

• Late 18th century: Spanish set up 
temporary missions

• 1830s: First permanent Anglo settlers 

arrive and found the village of 
Waterloo

• 1839: Waterloo is chosen to be the 
capital of the new Republic of Texas 
and is renamed in honor of Stephen 
F. Austin. Edwin Waller lays out grid 
street pattern for town site.

• 1881: Austin City Public Schools 
admits its first students. The Tillotson 

Collegiate and Normal Institute—
predecessor to Huston-Tillotson 
College—opens its doors.

• 1888: First state Capitol Building 
completed

• 1893: Great Granite Dam established 
on Colorado River

Sources: Texas Historical Commission, City of Austin

Downtown Austin Plan continued
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13450 Research Blvd. • Corner of Anderson Mill & HWY 183

Design your bathroom at www.rebathoftraviscounty.com

Seriously, ignoring your 
bathroom won’t make 

it go away!

Re-Bath is licensed by the State Board of Plumbing Examiners. 
State Masters License # 39538.

$100 OFF
any bathroom remodel.

Not valid with any other offer.  
Coupon valid on initial consultation 

for new customers only.
Exp 7/31/2010

Think you can’t afford it? 
Transform your bathroom for less than

• No subcontractors
• Licensed & Factory Trained Installers
• Lifetime Warranty- Product & Labor
• Installs in as little as 2 days
• No Mold No Mildew - Guaranteed

$150/month
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By Mary Tuma
Austin’s Lammes Candies was nearly 

lost in a poker game more than a century 
ago. Founded by William Wirt Lamme 
in 1878, the Red Front Candy Company 
opened in the 800 block of Congress 
Avenue, mainly selling hard candies and 
gum. In 1885, a poorly played poker hand 
left Lamme $800 in debt and without a 
candy company.

William’s son David Turner Lamme 
stepped in, paid his father’s debt and 
secured ownership of the shop. On July 10, 
1885, Lammes Candies officially opened.

In 1892, David Turner developed the 
praline recipe used in Lammes’ now-
famous Texas Chewies, using handpicked 
pecans off trees lining the Colorado River. 
Over the decades, the company has had to 
adjust to monumental shifts in American 
society. For instance, during the World 
War II sugar ration, Lammes owners 
placed customers on waitlists and sold 
items, such as tamales and fruits, instead.

“They did what they could to survive 
back then,” current co-owner Pam Teich 
said. “They were very much entrepreneurs 
and had to act resourcefully.”

Now run by Teich and her two siblings, 
the business has remained in the Lamme 
family since its inception. (Teich’s grand-
mother was a Lamme, before marrying 
into the Teich family.)

 After occupying several different loca-
tions along Congress, Lammes moved its 
manufacturing plant to 53rd Street and 
Airport Boulevard in 1957, a storefront 
that still exists today. With four locations 
in Austin, including one in Northwest 
Austin in Lakeline Mall, and one in 
Round Rock, the shop attracts individual 
customers and wholesale orders from 
across the nation with its bestseller, Texas 
Chewie Pecan Pralines, which are still 
wrapped by hand.

“There are so many things that can’t be 
automated,” Teich said. “No machine could 
take those candies off the belt warm.” 

Another favorite are the Longhorns, 
which also contain pecans and praline, 
but are rearranged and coated with 
chocolate to give a completely different 
texture and taste. 

Opened in 1885, Lammes Candies occupied a succession of locations downtown for 70 years. One is pictured above. 

Lammes Candies has been on Airport Boulevard since 1957.
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Lammes Candies
Lakeline Mall
11200 Lakestop Blvd.
918-1885 • www.lammes.com

Lammes is always trying to be inventive 
with its more than 1,000 items, Teich said.
Its biggest challenge is building a reputation 
with residents migrating from other states.

“People from outside the state tend to 
crave their local candy company,” Teich 
said. “But once we get samples in their 
mouth, it’s usually an easy conversion.”

Teich admits she is one of the few native 
Austinites she knows, and is part of a 
shrinking minority. One of her favorite 
aspects of running the generations-old 
company is hearing anecdotes people tell 
about their experiences with Lammes. 

“It’s so heartwarming to hear someone 
say, ‘I remember when Grandpa Lamme 
used to sit outside the shop on Congress,’ 
or, ‘I remember when we could get an ice 
cream sundae at the store for a nickel,’” 
Teich said. “They’ve grown up with 
Lammes just like I have.

“Austin has been great to us, and we’d 
like to think we’ve given back a little plea-
sure along the way.” 

Local History  |  Lammes Candies
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NORTHWEST AUSTIN
258.3764
12416 HYMEADOW DR.

O U R  L E G A C Y  I S  Q U A L I T Y  C A R E

FOR ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS AND SERVICES, VISIT: AUSTINORALSURGERY.COM

AUSTIN ORAL SURGERY, 

PROVIDING A FULL RANGE OF 

SERVICES INCLUDING 

WISDOM TEETH REMOVAL 

AND DENTAL IMPLANTS.

NORTH CENTRAL AUSTIN
346.7949
7800 N. MOPAC

SOUTH AUSTIN
447.6684
2501 W. WILLIAM CANNON

CENTRAL AUSTIN
454.6725
711 W. 38TH ST.

CELEBRATING

IN CENTRAL TEXAS

39 Years of Service

Welcoming
DR. MICHAEL DING 

TO NORTHWEST AUSTIN

Reupholstery, custom window treatments, custom bedding, 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

314 Old Highway 183, Cedar Park  •  331.7503

www.plushhomefabric.com
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We’d love for you to see 
all of our fun fabrics!

Offer not applicable on prior sales. Expires July 31, 2010

10%OFF
Bring in this ad to receive

fabric on the bolt 
during the month 
of June!
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in protest was a reflection of the ongoing 
efforts by community members to stave off 
the two-story, 225,000-square-foot retail 
space and three-story parking garage that 
would replace a portion of Northcross Mall.

“For lease” signs plaster the windows at 
the once-robust shopping center. Though it 
has seen a small uptick in new businesses, 
Northcross Mall on West Anderson Lane, 
home to shops such as Guitar Center, McAl-
ister’s Deli and Chaparral Ice Skating Rink, 
has fluctuated in tenant occupancy. 

After mounting a four-year campaign 
and two unsuccessful concurrent lawsuits 
against the city and Lincoln Property Com-
pany, the Allandale Neighborhood Asso-
ciation and Responsible Growth for North-
cross (RG4N)—a group formed to fight the 
developer—will share their neighborhood 
with Walmart in the coming months. 

RG4N Vice President Jason Meeker 
cited public safety hazards because of truck 
and traffic congestion, a potential spike in 
crime and decrease in property value, and 
the threat to business for local mom-and-
pop shops as some of the reasons residents 
were wary of the Walmart Supercenter. A 
2007 survey conducted by RG4N found 
that 85 percent of the 3,239 participants 
questioned opposed construction.

In an effort to create a sense of cohesion 
among the local shop owners, independent 

businesses banded together to form the 
Northcross Business District. Despite the 
the alliance, unease persists. 

“There is still a lot of fear and a lot of 
concern among business owners,” said Jan 
Triplett, CEO of the Business Success Cen-
ter, a small-business advising firm in the 
area. “The impact of big-box development 
can be very detrimental to all of them.” 

The vigilance, protesting and uproar 
seemed to pay off for the residents as 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. eventually reformed 
its plans. Rather than a Supercenter, the 
building was downsized by more than half 
to 99,000 square feet, Wal-Mart spokes-
woman Kellie Duhr said. Additionally, it 
will not be open 24 hours or include a tire 
and lube or garden center. Duhr could not 
provide an exact date of completion, but 
said the store is expected to open this fall.

Group members say they are apprecia-
tive of the concessions but will continue 
to ensure management takes responsibility 
for traffic and crime concerns. 

Public input was not sought because the 
center fell under the city’s “administra-
tive review,” rather than the more stringent 
“conditional-use” zoning, which Meeker 
described as “flawed and unlawful.” 

“The end result of the Northcross fight is 
an indication on what the city, developers 
and citizens can improve on in the future,” 
he said. “There must be citizen input and 
collaboration before a plan is announced.”  

“We don’t all have to go to court to 
resolve our differences,” he said.

Even though the Walmart scale back was 
largely brought on my community pressure, 
malls across the country are experiencing 
similar transformations.  
The future of malls

Shopping center development nation-
wide is trending away from enclosed malls 
to what Heimsath called “lifestyle centers,” 
pointing to The Domain and components 
of the Mueller development as examples.

The outdoor retail centers, anchored by 
high-end department stores, include fine 
dining restaurants, playscapes and are typi-
cally surrounded residential units. Heim-
sath foresees future mall development in 
Austin to emulate the this model. 

CONTINUED FROM | 1
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More mall makeovers
 Northcross Mall isn’t the only Austin shopping 
destination that is experiencing a facelift. In 
May Austin Community College announced its 
purchase of 18 acres of Dillard’s Inc. property 
at Highland Mall. ACC said it purchased 
the property at 5901 Airport Blvd., which is 
adjacent to the Highland Business Center 
Campus, with the purpose of expanding its 
college programs and facilities.

The Highland Mall property includes the 
four-story Dillard’s building and surrounding 
acreage. ACC will renovate 194,000 square feet 
of the retail space to add more classrooms and 
offices. The remodeled space will house ACC’s 
business and administrative services, which are 
currently headquartered in separate locations.

Visit www.austincc.edu.

Retail
Ice 

Rink
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Changing face of Northcross mall
Comment at more.impactnews.com/8834
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Consulting and Coaching for 
businesses & individuals seeking success!

Get in shape with us! 512-986-7629
www.talentstrategy.us • info@talentstrategy.us

Businesses
• Org. Development
• Recruitment
• Training
• Performance Mgmt
• HR Compliance

Individuals
• Job Search Strategies
• Resume/Cover Letter
• Interview Preparation
• Assessments
• Career Consulting

FREE 30 minute phone consultation and Resume Review!  Call Now!
Expiration date of 7/23/10

New Primary Care and Internal 
Medicine Practice Now Open

512-258-8300 • www.zhouclinic.com
12505 Hymeadow Drive, Building. 2 Suite B

Austin, TX 78750

Accepting New Medicare Patients 
and most major insurances

Same day 
appointments available

Chen Zhou, M.D.
Board Certifi ed Internal Medicine
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News Report  | Gulf oil spill may keep some fish off Austin tables

By Eric Pulsifer and Joseph M. de Leon
From oysters to shrimp, the 

Gulf of Mexico is the source of 
much of Austin’s seafood. But 
with the oil spill potentially 
devastating the Gulf’s commer-
cial fishing industry, some of that 
seafood may need to come from 
different sources. In addition, 
some places may be forced to stop 
carrying certain items altogether 
if prices continue rising.

Quality Seafood Market 
supplies seafood to businesses 

around Central Texas, including 
Texas French Bread, Tacodeli, 
Mangia Pizza, Z’Tejas and South-
western Grill. Sarah Harper, a 
wholesale sales representative for 
the supplier, said the long-term 
impact of the oil spill on seafood 
is yet to be seen, but there are 
alternatives for most Gulf seafood 
that makes its way to Austin.

“We’re able to find products 
elsewhere to substitute for Gulf 
products,” she said. Harper said 
they prefers to buy local because 

it is cost effective and supports 
small business. But she said Gulf 
suppliers have seen prices rise 
and fall rapidly based on specu-
lation of what could happen 
to some fish populations, like 
mahi mahi, swordfish or shrimp, 
which are also available in other 
parts of the world.

Another product that many 
seafood lovers are concerned 
about seeing disappear from 
menus: Gulf oysters. 

Freda Cheng, owner of Freda’s 
Seafood Grille in Northwest 
Austin, planned 
to open an 
oyster bar in the 
restaurant last 
year, but post-
poned plans 
because she 
worried about 
freshness.

“I’m glad 
I didn’t,” she 
said. “No one 
wants to buy oysters anymore.”

Before the oil spill, the restau-
rant regularly served 20 or more 
bags of 100 Texas Gulf oysters 
per week. These days, customers 
hardly order enough to finish two Comment at more.impactnews.com/8841

bags of Virginia oysters, which 
Cheng said cost three and a half 
times as much as local oysters.

Lee Wang, the restaurant’s 
manager, said even though 
Texas Gulf oysters do not seem 
to be affected by the oil spill, the 
restaurant stopped carrying them 
shortly after the oil leak started 
because customers were con-
cerned about contamination.

“People are afraid of the 
overall environmental effect,” 
Wang said. “The impact will be 
decades long.”

Roberto San 
Miguel owns 
San Miguel Sea-
food and sells to 
Perla’s Seafood 
and Oyster Bar, 
Four Seasons 
Hotel Austin 
and more. He 
has had an 
abundance of 
seafood lately 

because of low demand.
“What we’re dealing with 

is this intense negativity with 
people saying, ‘You can’t eat red 
snapper because it’s full of oil,’ 
and it just isn’t true,” he said. 

“There’s nothing wrong with 
our Gulf red snapper, with our 
shrimp, with any of the product 
we’re bringing in. It’s absolutely 
gorgeous.”

Captain Mark’s Seafood owner 
Mark Friudenberg also believes 
the public’s fear of eating fish will 
be more harmful to the Texas 
fishing industry than the oil spill.

“The demand has definitely 
gone down,” he said. “We’ve 
already seen an impact here on 
the Texas coast. They’re thinking 
that most of the fish is contami-
nated. Therefore, they’ve slacked 
off on their buying of the fish and 
Texas products.”

If the oil spill begins to hamper 
fishing in Texas waters, Friuden-
berg said it would be devastating 
to many businesses along the 
Texas coast.

“In our business, we don’t 
import any of our fresh fish,” 
Friudenberg said. “This could 
really be a hit for us, I always 
refuse to buy imported fresh fish. 
I told people, I’d close my doors 
if I had to buy imported fish 
because the quality is not there.”

Freda Cheng, owner of Freda’s Seafood Grille, has seen the price of tiger shrimp jump about 60 percent 
since the oil spill began, even though tiger shrimp are caught in other parts of the world.
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“There’s nothing wrong 
with our Gulf red snapper, 
with our shrimp with 
any of the product we’re 
bringing in.” 

—Roberto San Miguel 
San Miguel Seafood, owner



Advance your education right in your own backyard.

Choose from a variety of upper-division bachelor’s programs  
as well as master’s programs, many offered in the evenings.

Get started here: www.rrhec.txstate.edu

Texas State University 
Round Rock Higher Education Center 
1555 University Blvd., Round Rock 

A member of The Texas State University System

delivering

to williamson county

ACCELERATED DEGREE PROGRAM

PURSUE YOUR DEGREE
JUST ONE NIGHT A WEEK

O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  T O  D E V E L O P  C H R I S T I A N  L E A D E R S

11400 Concordia University Drive . Austin, TX 78726  |  7701 North Lamar . Austin, TX 78752 

concordia.edu

Classes Start Year Round
Classes take 4-6 Weeks
Textbooks Are Included
Two Locations in Austin

512.313.3000
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Regional Higher Education Focus 2010

By Andrea Leptinsky
As the economy slowly continues to 

improve since its bottom fell out in 2008, 
college graduates are being forced to learn 
new ways to find—and apply for—available 
positions in a limited market.

“Seventy to 75 percent of jobs are in the 
‘hidden job market,’ which are jobs that are 
obtained through word of mouth, referrals 
and other similar things,” said Roger Young, 
director of career services at Southwestern 
University in Georgetown. “We have to 
teach students how to get into the job mar-
ket now more than ever.”

Students entering the workforce in 2010 
have a slight advantage over 2009’s gradu-
ates. According to the Job Outlook 2010 
Fall Preview report released in April by 
the National Association of Colleges and 
Employers, companies project a 5.3 percent 
increase in college hiring this year. The 
same NACE study conducted in fall 2008 

Experts advise students to seek out recruiters and job opportunities through networking

Recent grad job seekers forced to stay proactive, competitive to gain foothold in workforce

Largest ACC campus to open in August Increased state college funding unlikely in 2011

Fastest growing occupations

projected a 22 percent decrease in college 
hiring due to the slumping economy.

Stressed budgets at companies across the 
country have placed a strain on recruitment 
efforts. Fewer businesses can afford send-
ing recruiters to colleges and career fairs. 
Instead, they are shifting toward inexpen-
sive approaches. NACE reported that, in 
2010, out of 219 employers surveyed for the 
report:
• 28 percent plan to attend fewer career fairs,
• 24 percent plan to incorporate more 

social networking into recruiting efforts,
• 20 percent plan to focus more attention 

on local hires and
• 19 percent plan to make more contact 

with student organizations and faculty.
Young said this trend is reflected in the de-

crease of job opening advertisements placed 
on traditional job search websites, such as 
Yahoo’s Hot Jobs and CareerBuilder.com.

“You can still go to the big job boards or 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics recently updated 
its 2008 projections on the country’s fastest 
growing occupations through 2018. The 
majority of positions expected to see significant 
growth fall within the healthcare field.

Home health aides and personal 
and home care aides

48% growth
Growth is expected to stem from a rise in 
the number of elderly people. This growth, 
together with the need to replace workers 
who leave the occupation permanently, should 
result in many job prospects.

Medical scientists

40% growth 
New discoveries in biological and medical 
science are expected to create strong 
employment growth for these workers.

Physician assistants

39% growth
Employment growth will likely be driven by an 
aging population and by healthcare providers’ 
increasing use of physician assistants to 
contain costs.

Athletic trainers

37% growth
Athletic training will increasingly be used 
to prevent illness and injury. Job prospects 
for athletic trainers should also be good in 
high schools. Keen competition is expected 
for positions with professional and college 
sports teams.

Veterinary technologists  
and technicians

36% growth
Increases in the pet population and in advanced 
veterinary care are expected to create 
employment growth for these workers.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook 
Quarterly, Spring 2010

Hiring projections
The National Association of Colleges and Employers’ hiring projections have vastly changed between 
2005 and 2010. After the economy turned sour in 2008, job opportunities decreased drastically in 2009. 
According to local educators, students new to the workforce will need to be more aggressive in seeking 
out available jobs even though employers are expected to increasingly hire more recent graduates.

the newspaper, but you’re not going to see 
nearly as many jobs,” he said. “Only about 
25 percent of jobs are available that way.”

The trend is forcing soon-to-be graduates 
not only to re-evaluate how they apply for 
a job, but also how they prepare them-
selves to win the right position. With fewer 
recruiters on the prowl, graduates need to 
be more aggressive in pursuing leads and 
landing work.

“It’s a new game, to a certain degree,” 
Young said.

Tip No. 1: Network, network, network

“There’s a big misconception in young 
people about networking,” Young said. 
“They think it is just about using people. 
But it is really the best way to get a job.”

Michael Powell, director of the Engineer-
ing Career Assistance Center at The Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, said students should 
be proactive and seek out contacts and 
professionals with whom to develop bonds 
that could be beneficial in a job search.

“It is the idea of establishing more of a 
lifeline, or ‘adoption,’ as I call it,” Powell 
said. “It’s more of honing in on the people 
that can be helpful to you, whether it’s 
friends in the industry, faculty members or 
staff at career services.” 

Students should visit with these contacts 
often, keep them informed of their situa-
tion and always check in to let them know 
if they are still job searching, Powell said. 

“They adopt you in a way, and they 
become much more invested in your own 
success,” he said. “Instead of just being a 
casual contact and keeping their eyes open, 
they become someone who is actively 
searching on your behalf because they want 
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By Rob Heidrick
Austin Community College 

will open its new Round Rock 
campus Aug. 23 with an ini-
tial enrollment of about 5,000 
students. Once complete, the 
campus will accommodate about 
11,500 students, making it ACC’s 
largest location. 

Residents living in the Round 
Rock ISD taxing area voted to 
become part of the ACC District 
in 2008.

Property owners within any 
part of the district pay a property 
tax of $0.0946 per $100 valuation 
to ACC in exchange for enhanced 
programs and services. The col-
lege has a standard $5,000 home-
stead exemption plus a $105,000 

exemption for seniors and home-
owners with disabilities. 

For a property valued at 
$200,000, the 2010 ACC District 
tax bill would be $184.47, or 
$15.37 per month. Seniors and 
disabled homeowners with prop-
erty of the same value would pay 
$85.14 in district taxes.

Most of the communities that 
have opted for ACC annexation 
are school districts, but annexa-
tion can also be defined by city 
boundaries, as was the case in 
2005 with the annexation of the 
City of Austin, which includes 

By Patrick Brendel
In the 2009 Texas legislative ses-

sion, lawmakers used $12 billion 
in federal stimulus funds to pass 
a $182 billion budget. Going into 
the 2011 session, legislators face 
an estimated $18 billion budget 
shortfall, without the prospect of 
significant federal dollars.

In 2009, state legislators were 
able to increase higher education 
spending by 7.4 percent over the 
previous biennium to $22.8 bil-
lion. Right now, the best plausible 
scenario in 2011 is for lawmakers 
to avoid a reduction in funding, 
said state Rep. Donna Howard, 
D-Austin, a member of the House 
Committee on Higher Education.

“We’ll be in a good position if 

we manage to maintain what we 
already have,” she said.

State leaders have called for 
across-the-board budget cuts of 
5 percent in preparation for the 
deficit. Gov. Rick Perry exempted 
college financial aid from those 
cuts. In May, The University of 
Texas at Austin began imple-
menting a plan to reduce annual 
recurring expenses by $14.6 mil-
lion. The plan eliminates about 
200 positions, including 125 
already cut in the past year.

The looming state budget gap 
in 2011 will probably preclude 
the reintroduction of failed 2009 
legislation to re-regulate state 

The Round Rock campus, photographed May 12, will be the largest in the ACC system.

CONTINUED ON | 26 CONTINUED ON | 26
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1  ACC Northridge Campus
Austin Community College has begun 

enrolling incoming sophomore, junior and 
senior high school students in its Commercial 
Music Management Summer Music and 
Recording Workshop. The Northridge Campus 
is the headquarters of the community college’s 
Commercial Music Management program. 
Students can participate in one of two sessions, 
July 19 through 23 or July 26 through 30 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The program will teach students 
how a song is created and sold, as well as how TV 
and radio commercials are produced and what 
jobs are available. Applications for the program 
are available at www.austincc.edu/cmusic.

Austin Community College also recently acquired 
the former Dillard’s at Highland Mall. See Page 1 
for more information.

In other ACC news, Dr. Stephen B. Kinslow, 
president of the Austin Community College 
District, announced June 7 his intention to retire 
when his contract ends in June 2011. For the full 
story, see more.impactnews.com/8733.

Northridge Campus, 11928 Stonehollow Drive 
223-4782 • www.austincc.edu/nrg

2  Concordia University Texas
As Concordia University Texas gets ready for 

its third school year at the new campus in the 
Four Points area, the school continues to expand. 
The university has two new programs preparing 
to launch in the fall with the Master of Business 
Administration program and a Baccalaureate of 
Science in Nursing program. The nursing program, 
which was approved April 22, will feature pre-
nursing and professional nursing courses. 

11400 Concordia University Drive, Austin
313-3000 • www.concordia.edu

3  EWCHEC
While the East Williamson County Higher 

Education Center’s Taylor campus will remain 
unchanged, the cities of Hutto and Taylor are both 
lobbying Temple College officials to bring a second 
campus to fruition, an issue that will require a vote 
of approval from Temple’s board of trustees.

516 N. Main St., Taylor
254-298-8954 • www.ewchec.com

4  Huston-Tillotson University
Celebrating its 135th anniversary, Huston-

Tillotson University faces record enrollment with 
more than 800 students currently enrolled. This 
year, the school has also seen a jump in African-

American male enrollment and a spike in the 
number of students who are part of the Male 
Initiative on Learning and Excellence Program, a 
student retention and engagement plan. 

900 Chicon St., Austin • 505-3000 • www.htu.edu

5  Southwestern University 

Southwestern University’s $11 million “green” 
Charles and Elizabeth Prothro Center for 
Lifelong Learning opened in March to house 
student services departments and Georgetown 
Senior University. Southwestern also became 
headquarters to the National Institute for 
Technology in Liberal Education in April. 
University officials signed an agreement with 
the City of Georgetown Jan. 12 to have all the 
university’s energy derived from wind power. 
They also completed a strategic plan to guide the 
university through 2020. 

1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown
863-6511 • www.southwestern.edu

6  St. Edward’s University
St. Edward’s University commemorates 125 years 

this year, which also marks the completion of the 
private Catholic university’s strategic plan, crafted 
in 2000. Undergraduate enrollment has increased 
by 80 percent, and more than 40 new academic 
programs have been added in the last decade. A 
new strategic plan should be announced this fall. 

The university plans to expand with the inclusion 
of a second phase of the John Brooks Williams 
Natural Sciences Center slated for completion by 
2012 and a new chapel. St. Edward’s also recently 
launched a global engagement initiative. 

3001 S. Congress Ave., Austin
448-8400 • www.stedwards.edu

7  Texas A&M Health Science Center 
The Texas A&M Health Science Center opened 

the first building on its new Round Rock campus 
in December, and the medical school is planning 
future phases to expand the campus and add new 
programs of study in coming years. 

The College of Nursing begins its first Round 
Rock program in June with one program for new 
students and one accelerated track for nurses 
returning to the field.

Plans are also in the works for the Round Rock 
campus to host other HSC colleges. No timeline 
has been set for when other schools could begin 
to offer instruction.

3950 N. A.W. Grimes Blvd., Round Rock • 341-4922
http:// medicine.tamhsc.edu/campuses/rr/index.html

8  Texas State University Round Rock 
Higher Education Center

When Austin Community College moves into its 
new Round Rock campus in August, Texas State 
University will have seven additional classrooms in 
the Round Rock Higher Education Center.

RRHEC Director Edna Rehbein said the new space 
will be used to offer additional courses, provide 
more office space and create a new advising 
center. Texas State’s first class in the St. David’s 
School of Nursing will also move into RRHEC’s 
second building in the fall.

1555 University Blvd., Round Rock 
716-4000 • www.rrhec.txstate.edu

9  The University of Texas at Austin
The University of Texas at Austin is addressing 

new program and facilities creation while facing 
restricted funding. The study of sustainable 
energy began through The Energy Institute, a 
multidisciplinary institution formed last summer. 
On March 25, the College of Communication 
broke ground on the Belo Center for New Media, 
a $50.6 million facility to better serve the needs 
of communications studies. The exhibit “Our 
Body: The Universe Within” is on display until 
Sept. 22. Also this year, the university began 
implementing a plan to reduce annual recurring 
expenses by $14.6 million. 

2400 Inner Campus Drive, Austin 
475-7348 • www.utexas.edu

Regional Higher Education Focus 2010
News briefs on Central Texas colleges and universities
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UT Venture Labs starting up startups

Wes Hurt, founder and owner of Hey Cupcake, 
said he always wanted to own his own business. 
So when St. Edward’s University opened up an 
entrepreneur track for the first time in 2005, 
Hurt, who was an undergraduate student at the 
time, jumped on board.

“I learned a little bit of everything, specifically, 
operations management: Know your strengths 
and weaknesses,” he said. 

Hurt had taken classes at other universities, 
but said what stood out at St. Edward’s was the 
personal attention he received.

“You always hear people say they can talk after 
class, but the people at St. Ed’s will really take 
you up on it,” he said. “They will spend extra time 
to give you extra stuff. The personal aspect of  
St. Ed’s makes it a strong program and university 
in general.”

Dianne Hill, St. Edward’s associate dean of the 
School of Management and Business and Master 
of Business Administration director, explained 
that the entrepreneurship program, available 
for undergraduates and graduates, begins with 
their own idea on which they can work. 

Currently, about 97 undergraduate students are 
enrolled as entrepreneurship majors for a Bachelor 
of Business Administration degree, and about 80 
graduate students are enrolled with a concentra-
tion in entrepreneurship for an MBA degree.

Traditional courses in marketing, finance and 
other subjects are taught in classrooms with 
small student-to-teacher ratios, about 20 to 25 for 
undergraduate and 15 to 20 for graduate courses.

Students also have the opportunity to go 
through their business plan in a   and compete 
in business plan competitions.

“Whenever we have a business startup, we sup-
port them by buying whatever they are selling to 
service faculty events,” Hill said. “We care about 
the students and we get excited about them.”

By Yvonne Lim Wilson
As a city, Austin consistently ranks at the top of the list for entre-

preneurship and small-business creation. Part of what contributes 
to the city’s strong entrepreneurial spirit is the various business 
programs available locally.

In March, The University of Texas at Austin announced 
the creation of Texas Venture Labs, a program that connects 
entrepreneurs, investors and students with the goal of getting 
projects funded.

UT McCombs School of Business faculty member Rob Adams 
co-founded Texas Venture Labs with Randall Crowder, executive 
director for Central Texas Angels Network, a nonprofit investment 
organization.

Crowder said the university has always had entrepreneurial 
education opportunities, but the new program formalizes all the 
resources available. 

“We want to be able to give the UT System, specifically UT-Aus-
tin, a very compelling model to foster entrepreneurship in the real 
world,” Crowder said. “We are also a part of the community and 
we’re here to support local entrepreneurs.” 

Texas Venture Labs welcomes its first class of 31 graduate stu-
dents from UT’s business, law and engineering schools this fall. 
Students earn three credit hours for the course and will have the 
option of enrolling in a second semester for an additional three 
credit hours.

Matt Chasen was a student in Adams’ New Venture Creation 
class, a precursor to Texas Venture Labs. Through the class, Chasen 
developed his idea for uShip, which launched in 2004 and is the 
largest online shipping marketplace, with revenues of more than  
$5 million. 

“To me, it felt like having high-end entrepreneurship consultants 
directly supporting me as I was building the business plan and 
launching the business,” Chasen said.

Through Texas Venture Labs, selected entrepreneurs submit their 
business ideas. Students, working in teams of five, gain  

St. Edward’s entrepreneurship program 
provides personal attention

Rob Adams and Randall Crowder, co-founders of Texas Venture Labs

Matt Chasen, founder of uShip

real-world experience by helping to create business plans, conduct 
market research, create lead generation tools and other services 
businesses need to acquire funding. Typically, these services would 
cost $10,000 to $20,000 in professional services and a significant 
amount of the business owner’s time. 

At the same time, the students work with potential investors 
to find potential business opportunities and to conduct all of the 
necessary research.

“We want to fill that void and help the entrepreneur, investor and 
student get what they want,” Crowder said. “It’s like an internship 
program on steroids.”

As the program develops, Crowder said the goal is to open it up 
to undergraduate students in fall 2011. All participants have access 
to a strong mentoring network that continues beyond graduation, 
Crowder said. 

“This is something you can get excited about,” he said. “I’m not 
going to lie to you: Some of these entrepreneurs can get funding 
and turn around and hire these students.”

Leon Chen, co-founder and co-owner of Tiff ’s Treats, was a 
freshman business student at UT in 1997 before Texas Venture 
Labs existed. Chen, who regularly speaks at UT business classes, 
said the university’s renewed focus on entrepreneurship is greatly in 
demand among students. 

“There’s definitely more of an entrepreneurial spirit in the busi-
ness school now,” Chen said. “It’s a matter of seeing the success of 
former students; it’s an attitude.”

Crowder sees Texas Venture Labs as a benefit not only to UT, 
but also to the larger Austin community in supporting the local 
economy.

“Austin is at a crossroads right now,” Crowder said. “We can’t sit 
and wait in the shadow of the semiconductor boon. There are a lot 
of people innovating in Austin, and we want to give them the best 
possible chance to be funded.”

Leon Chen and Tiffany Taylor, co-founders of Tiff’s Treats

you to succeed.”
Social networking sites such as Facebook 

and LinkedIn provide additional avenues 
for students to connect with others and tap 
into the hidden job market, Young said. 

Tip No. 2: Research before you apply

Terry Jones, assistant professor at the 
UT School of Nursing, said she assigns 
an investigation project to her students to 
help prepare them for applying to highly 
competitive nursing jobs. 

“They have to select a couple of jobs to 
investigate,” Jones said, “then do research. 

What are the key things they want to know 
about a hospital? Then they choose one of 
those jobs and develop a résumé, cover  
letter and follow-up letter.”

This project is important, Jones said, 
because students need to do their home-
work as a part of their job search. Nursing 
students, for example, are watching their 
field become more competitive as nurses 
with seniority return to the field to generate 
additional income for their families. When 
it is hard to get a job, students should make 
sure their applications are going to posi-
tions they believe are a good fit; otherwise, 
they may find themselves job searching 
again quickly.

“What I hear from hospitals is that 
they’re interviewing a couple hundred 
people for a dozen jobs,” Jones said. “The 
competition is very tight.”

Tip No. 3: Get comfortable with selling 
yourself

With fewer available jobs and tighter 
company budgets, students need to exude 
confidence—through their dress, résumé, 
speaking abilities and overall actions, 
Jones said. 

“They need to take every opportunity 
they have to get their name in front of a 
recruiter,” she said. 

If there is an application online, Jones 

advises her students to follow those direc-
tions, but also to hand deliver a nicely 
printed hard copy of their cover letter and 
résumé when possible. This allows stu-
dents to have their names associated with a 
professional-looking document.

Jones said she shows her students how 
to transform skills developed in outside 
jobs, even though they may not apply to 
their field.

“The reality is most [students] don’t have 
experience in nursing,” Jones said. “We 
teach them how to look at what skill sets 
they have developed in those other jobs that 
could be useful in nursing—transferable 
skills are always important.”

Job seekers
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Higher Education Continued
Concordia University Texas offers new MBA program

MBA programs available in Central Texas 

By Tiffany Young
Concordia University Texas is enrolling 

40 students for its first Master of Business 
Administration program, which starts this 
fall. Twenty students will attend Concor-
dia’s main campus in West Austin, and 
another 20 will take classes at its North 
Austin location. 

“Many people say Austin does not need 
another MBA program, but we say Austin 
does need another MBA [program] to learn 
skills that can impact the world,” said Don 
Christian, dean of Concordia University’s 
College of Business. 

What will set the program apart from 
others is its focus on personal transforma-
tion, Christian said. 

Linda Ford, director of the program, said 
the college is not just looking to get the 
students who have the highest scores. 

“The focus is on getting to know the 
whole person and then choosing based on 
that,” Ford said. 

At its first informational session, held 
at the university April 6, staff outlined the 
profile of a successful applicant as one who 
exceeds the minimum requirements, whose 
goals are aligned with the program, who 
wants to make a difference in the world, 
who can write with clarity and who has a 
strong work experience. 

While the program will only be accepting 
40 applicants this fall, two more cohorts will 
begin next spring and a wait list is likely. 

“This entire program is designed for 
practical ends,” said Tommy Darwin, cur-
riculum architect for the MBA program. 

He said in the first year, the program 
would focus on leadership, personal trans-
formation and making an impact. 

“The first year is laying your founda-
tion—laying the nuts and bolts for what 
you’re going to do [with your degree],” 
Darwin said.

The second year will focus more on inte-
gration of business skills. There will also be 

Acton MBA in Entrepreneurship
1404 E. Riverside Drive, Austin
450-5080 • www.actonmba.org
Application deadline: For class of 2012, final 
deadline is March 14, 2011 (2011 class is full)
Cost: $24,750 per semester
Number accepted: 30–40 students
Length of program: 12 months

Baylor Executive MBA
Freescale Austin Campus, 7700 W. Parmer Lane, 
Austin • 996-4095 • www.baylor.edu
Application deadline: July 31; classes begin in 
August
Cost: August 2010 program is $71,500
Number accepted: Up to 40 per year
Length of program: 21 months; classes meet 
Mondays and Thursdays from 6 to 10 p.m.

Concordia University Texas
11400 Concordia University Drive, Austin
7701 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin
313-3000 • http://mba.concordia.edu

Application deadline: July 1 for fall admission
Cost: $550 per credit hour
Number accepted: 40
Length of program: Two years

DeVry University Keller Graduate School  
of Management
Stratum Executive Center, 11044 Research Blvd., 
Ste. B100, Austin
231-2500 • www.keller.edu
Application deadline: Open enrollment
Cost: Per course $2,100 onsite, $2,225 online
Number accepted: Open enrollment
Length of program: 16 months

McCombs School of Business at The 
University of Texas at Austin
1 University Station B6000, Austin
471-5921 • www.mccombs.utexas.edu
Application deadline: April 1 (2010 class is full)
Cost: One year, in-state $48,572 (including 
estimated cost of living, books and a laptop) 

a component in which each student designs 
something that will benefit the community 
based on a personal passion: whether that 
includes supporting a nonprofit or starting 
a business or nonprofit. 

Classes will meet once a week on Tuesday 
or Thursday night, depending on the loca-
tion, and will last four hours. Two courses 
are offered per evening. 

Darwin outlined three possible outcomes 

for future students: a new set of skills to 
better the world, a sense of how to make a 
meaningful impact and the belief this goal 
they had was doable.

While Darwin said the two years would be 
very intense, he also believed everyone who 
is accepted could complete the program.

“We’re all about taking the excuses out of 
this,” he said. 

Concordia University Texas will launch its new MBA program this fall at its main campus and North Austin location.

Number accepted: 260
Length of program: 21 months for full time and 
executive MBA; 33 months for evening MBA

McCoy School of Business  
at Texas State University
1555 University Blvd., Round Rock 
716-4000 • www.rrhec.txstate.edu
Application deadline: June 1 for fall start; Oct. 1 
for spring start
Cost: Approximately $14,000 based on the 2010 
tuition and fees for a student who takes six hours 
per semester
Number accepted: Historically about 70 percent 
of applicants
Length of program: General MBA is a 42-hour 
program; 45 hours with an area of emphasis

St. Edward’s University
Main campus, 3001 S. Congress Ave., Austin
Professional Education Center, 9420 Research 
Blvd., Bldg. Echelon III
448-8600 • www.stedwards.edu

Application deadline: July 1
Cost: Evening classes $900 each; daytime classes 
for Digital Media Management MBA fall 2010 is 
$50,228 for two-year program  
Number accepted: 150
Length of program: Two to three years

Strayer University 
8501 MoPac, Ste. 100, Austin
568-3300 • www.strayer.edu/north_austin
Application deadline: Open enrollment, summer 
session starts June 28
Cost: $2,050 per class
Number accepted: No limit
Length of program: 54 credit hours or 12 classes

University of Phoenix
10801 N. MoPac, Austin
344-1400 • www.phoenix.edu
Application deadline: Open enrollment
Cost: $605–$655 per credit hour plus fees
Number accepted: No limit
Length of program: 36–54 credit hours

portions of Round Rock ISD, 
Pflugerville ISD and Eanes ISD.

Tuition for students who live 
within the district is considerably 
lower than it is for those who live 
outside of it. Factoring in the $3 
per credit hour increase approved 
this year, ACC’s in-district tuition 
rate this fall will be $42 per credit 
hour, with a total cost of $174 
for a typical three-credit class, 
including fees. Out-of-district 
students will pay $150 per credit 
hour, or $498 with fees for a 
three-credit course.

Whenever a new area is an-
nexed into the ACC District, the 
taxable properties go on the tax 

rolls the following January, and 
taxes will not be due until the 
next January. The lower in-dis-
trict tuition rate goes into effect 
immediately.

Some communities outside of 
the ACC District are within the 
college’s service area, meaning 
residents could eventually vote 
to join the district. Students who 
live in these areas may enroll in 
classes but must still pay out-of-
district tuition. 

There are 11 ACC Centers that 
operate at local high school sites 
within the service area, offering 
credit classes to the general pub-
lic and high school students. A 
recent rise in enrollment reflects 
increases in higher education 
participation rates across the 

ACC State higher ed funding

CONTINUED FROM | 23 CONTINUED FROM | 23

community, further enhanced by 
the college’s comparatively low 
cost, ACC spokeswoman Alexis 
Patterson said.

“There is also a growing aware-
ness of the growing number 
of careers requiring associate 
degrees and technical certificates 
not available at four-year univer-
sities,” she said.

In order for a new area to join 
the district, at least 5 percent of 
registered voters would need to 
sign a petition supporting the 
annexation, allowing the ACC 
board of directors to call for a 
local election on the issue. This 
process is required by state law 
and applies to any jurisdiction 
that pursues annexation.

college tuition, Howard said. Last 
session, lawmakers considered—
but did not pass—bills to prevent 
Texas’ major schools from hiking 
tuition and fees by more than  
5 percent each year.

“This is not a time that the 
state is going to be looking at 
forcing the universities to have 
tuition regulated, knowing that 
the state won’t be in a position to 
help out,” Howard said.

House Speaker Joe Straus has 
asked lawmakers not to create 
new taxes in 2011. That probably 
means no new high-dollar pro-
grams, such as new law or medical 
schools, Howard said.

In 2009, lawmakers increased 
state student financial aid by 34 
percent, surpassing the $1 billion 
mark for the first time. Additional 
TEXAS grant funding allowed the 
state to assist 70 percent of eligible 
applicants (up from 50 percent).

One of Howard’s goals in 2011 
is to create a process giving prior-
ity to college-ready applicants.

A bill passed in 2009 allows UT-
Austin—beginning in fall 2011—
to cap the amount of freshmen 
admitted automatically under the 
Top 10 Percent rule to 75 percent. 
About 77 percent of UT’s 2009 
freshman class were admitted 
under the Top 10 Percent rule.

For an extended version of the story visit 
more.impactnews.com/8822
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Texas Oncology–Round Rock
2410 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 150

Round Rock, Texas 78681
512-341-8724

Texas Oncology–Cedar Park
1401 Medical Parkway B, Ste. 412

Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512-260-6050

Texas Oncology–Seton Williamson
301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 104

Round Rock, Texas 78665
512-687-2300

www.TexasOncology.com

SURVIVE 
CANCER

101 W. Louis Henna Blvd., Suite 100 • Austin, TX 78728

CREATE A FUTURE
Find inspiration at The Art Institute of Austin

2108 W. Anderson Lane   Austin, Texas 78757   (512) 452-5055     www.sofaandchaircompany.com

Always something new where the designer is you.

Featuring designs by 
Candice Olson, host of 
HGTV’s Divine Design.

SOFA SALE
Hundreds of Styles and Thousands of Fabrics
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Not even a mile long in distance, Amherst Drive may seem insignificant in the 
grand scheme of the Northwest Austin landscape. It is not home to the same hubs 
of activity found along the area’s Parmer Lane and McNeil Drive, but it has its fair 
share of character nonetheless. Making up the eastern border of the Milwood 
Neighborhood Association, this area is home to an expansive library, exemplary-
rated elementary school, upscale eatery and impressive community park.

North Austin Montessori School3

Texan Markets10

Balcones District Park11

Milwood Library12

16

Milwood 
Neighborhood

Association
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Parmer Ln.

Adelphi Ln.

Dining
1 Cool River Café, 4001 W. Parmer 

Lane, is an upscale Southwestern 
steakhouse and “high-energy” bar. The 
restaurant, which has locations in Denver 
and Dallas, also features an indoor cognac 
and cigar lounge area where patrons are 
allowed to smoke. The restaurant is open 
for lunch and dinner. Call 835-0010 or visit 
www.coolrivercafe.com.

Education
2 Children’s Network serves children 

from 6 weeks to 12 years and aims to help 
children develop prereading skills. “What 
we want to do is create a love of reading, 
words and literature,” said Margie 
Calderon, assistant director at the school. 
She said the school, located at 12223 
Cassady Drive, accomplishes a love of 
learning by adorning the classroom 
environment with rich words and pictures. 
Call 834-9526 or visit www.childsnet.com.

3 North Austin Montessori School, 
12400 Amherst Drive, was voted the best 
Montessori School in Austin in 2009 by 
Austin Family Magazine and has operated 
in Austin for more than 10 years. The 
school serves children from 12 months 
to 6 years, and curriculum is based on 
Montessori methods for learning, which 
encourage individually paced activity 
and exploration. Call 833-8877 or visit 
www.nams-ami.com.

4 Summit Elementary School is part 
of the Austin Independent School 
District, and in 2009 the school received 
an exemplary accountability rating by 
the Texas Education Agency. The school, 
12207 Brigadoon Lane, also boasts the 
district’s elementary teacher of the year, 
Heather Fleming, who helped begin a 
partnership with National Instruments 
to bring a robotics education program 
to the school. Call 414-4484 or visit 
www.austinisd.org.

Businesses
5 Allstate Insurance Company, has 

been at 12400 Amherst Drive, Ste. 114 
for four years, but agent Chuck Saxon 
has been selling Allstate insurance 
products in North Austin for more than 
25 years. The Allstate office offers a wide 
selection of property and casualty 
insurance. Call 338-8494 or visit       
www.allstate.com/chucksaxonjr.

6 Colonial Gardens at 3706 Adelphi 
Lane originally opened in 1996 as the 
Barton House. The assisted living 
residence specializes in caring for patients 
with Alzheimer’s disease. Call 833-0114 or 
visit www.colonialgardens.biz.

7 Concept Services is a locally owned 
business that has been operating in 
Austin for more than 20 years. From its 
location at 12521 Amherst Drive, Concept 
Services provides kitchen equipment to 
chain restaurants, including all of the local 
Sonic Drive-Ins. Call 343-3100 or visit 
www.conceptserv.com.

8 Irish Dance Center is owned by 
Dublin-born Eimer Ni Maoileidigh, a 
two-time Irish dancing world champion. 
She has been teaching Irish-style dance 
from 12400 Amherst Drive, Ste. 112 for 
eight years, and instructs both children 
and adults. Students at the studio have 
the opportunity to compete up to the 
world championship level and perform 
publicly. The studio also has a sister 
location in Mexico. Call 528-0622. 

9 Milwood Veterinary Clinic, 12400 
Amherst Drive, Ste. 116, is home to Dr. J.L. 
Anderson and Dr. Lisa Schroeder who 
have cared for the area’s neighborhood 
pets for more than 20 years. Call 837-1821. 

10 Texan Markets, 12400 Amherst 
Drive, Ste. 100, is not the typical corner 
store. “We’re really community oriented,” 
said Lynn Haddix, who has owned the 
store for 11 years with his wife, Nancy. The 
mini supermarket has sponsored local 
baseball teams and supports nearby 
Summit Elementary. Additionally, Texan 
Market features an expansive selection of 
imported beer and wine, offers freshly 
made breakfast tacos and hosts a farmers 
market outside on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays. Call 973-9908. 

Park
11 Balcones District Park sits on 51 
acres at the intersection of Amherst Drive 
and Duval Road. Park amenities include 
barbecue pits, basketball and volleyball 
courts, picnic areas, multipurpose fields, 
a playground, swimming area and a 
1.2-mile trail. Visit www.austinparks.org.

LIbrary
12 Milwood Library opened in 1997 
and is located at 12500 Amherst Drive. It 
features access to more than 80,000 
books, magazines, DVDs and CDs as well 
as public Internet, a variety of children’s 
programs and monthly book groups. The 
library is open Monday through 
Thursday from 10 a.m.–9 p.m. and 
Saturday until 5 p.m. Call 974-9880 or 
visit www.cityofaustin.org/library.

Organizations
13 Milwood Baptist Church at 12217 
Cassady Drive is an affiliate of the 
Southern Baptist denomination and 
has ministries for young children, 
teenagers and adults. Call 834-1100 or 
visit www.milwoodbaptist.org. 

14 Raindrop Turkish House, 12400 
Amherst Drive, Ste. 108, is a nonprofit 
group originally founded by Turkish 
Americans to address the social and 
cultural needs of Turkish immigrants, 
helping to integrate them into the 
multicultural American Society. 
Call 873-7355 or visit 
www.raindropturkevi.org/austin.

15 St. Stephens Missionary Baptist 
Church is led by Pastor B.J.E. McQueen. 
The church, 12300 Amherst Drive, aims 
to spread its message and encourage 
faith in the church through missionary 
work. Call 837-1196 or visit 
www.st.stephensmbc.org.

Transportation
16 Capital Metro Bus Route 240 has a 
stop at Balcones District Park. Other 
nearby landmarks serviced by this route 
include Kramer Station, St. David’s North 
Austin Medical Center and The Domain. 
Visit www.capmetro.org.

Bike Route 35 is rated high for ease of use 
because of the designated bike lanes and 
low volume streets. Visit www.ci.austin.
tx.us/publicworks/bicycle-resources.htm.



Simonton Winner of the JD Power Award 2 Years in a Row

We are a James Hardie VIP preferred remodeler.
Allied Siding & Windows is now an Austin Energy Power 

Saver ProgramTM participating company, helping customers 
assess and treat their homes for improved energy effi ciency, 

comfort and value.

James Hardie
  Hardieplank
Roofs
Windows

LIMITED TIME OFFER

15% OFF AND

$500 BEST BUY
 GIFT CARD
Valid on new business contracted 
from 6/25/10 to 7/22/10. Minimum 
requirements. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Subject to credit approval
Restrictions apply

               Texas’ Largest
Remodeler and Now 
Texas’ Only VIP ColorPlus® 
Technology Partner

512-6-Siding  |  www.AlliedSidingAndWindows.com
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Balcones Village – 78750

Forest North Estates – 78729

9019 Balcones Club Drive 11214 Della Torre Drive

12815 Woodmere St.13013 Cedarhurst Circle

11307 Pencewood Drive

9709 Braes Valley St.

9633 Vista View Drive

9202 Meadowheath Drive

3 br/2.5 ba | 3,682 sq. ft.
Agent: Loretta Voss, 
Voss Properties   

5 br/4 ba | 2,765 sq. ft..
Agent: Christina Harmon, 
Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

5 br/4.5 ba | 3,801 sq. ft. 
Agent: Peter Sajovich, 
HomeNet Realty

4 br/3 ba | 2,854 sq. ft.
Agent: Gary Gentry, 
Keller Williams Realty 

4 br/3.5 ba | 3,344 sq. ft.
Agent: Jean Wiedenfeld, 
Prudential Texas Realty

3 br/2 ba | 2,450 sq. ft
Agent: Mary Hickey, 
Keller Williams - Lake Travis

5 br/3.5 ba | 3,710 sq. ft.
Agent: Hugh Davenport, 
Shelby Properties

4 br/2 ba | 2,337 sq. ft.
Agent: Robert Kauffman, 
Keller Williams Realty 

Featured homes

Featured homes

Balcones Village features large, tree-filled lots 
and custom homes surrounding the Balcones 
Country Club golf course. The neighborhood 
is a mix of new and old construction. 

Round Rock ISD schools
• Spicewood Elementary School
• Canyon Vista Middle School
• Westwood High School

Forest North Estates is near the intersection 
of Toll 45 and US 183. The neighborhood is 
adjacent to the Town and Country Optimist 
Club’s Youth Sports Complex and is minutes 
from Lakeline Mall.

Round Rock ISD schools
• Live Oak Elementary School
• Deerpark Middle School
• McNeil High School

$625,000
258-0731 

$299,900
417-5234

    $574,900
219-3030

$284,983
794-6728

  $475,000
657-0309

$283,000
796-4245

$489,000
423-2900

$229,000
853-0110

Residential Real Estate  |  Neighborhoods at a Glance

Balcones Club Dr.

Anderson Mill Rd.

183



CONSOLIDATED

Outdoor Elements
Locally Owned and Operated

512-358-4110
www.ConsolidatedOutdoor.com

• Insured for your protection
• Excellent references
• 20 years experience

$150 Off 
Any job $2,000 

or more

$350 Off 
Any job $5,000 

or more
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 7/23/2010
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Ask About 
Our 

Stonework, 
Patios & Decks

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE 
AUSTIN BOARD OF REALTORS®

There aren’t many investments that have held their value like 
Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With 
plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, 
now may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn 
how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.

Central Texas Real Estate 
is Different.  

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS!

with 50 sq. ft. or 
more installed

American Made, 
Stainless, Dayton
10” deep, equal-

bowl sink.

dAmerican Made, 
nStainless, Dayton

512-864-2750

Work featured in: Real World Austin, 
Extreme Home Makeover, Parade of 
Homes & Womens Symphony Homes

9850 Hwy. 29W • Georgetown • www.topsolutionsinc.com

RGGR

Now Serving 
Central Texas!
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Price range Number of homes for  sale / Average days on market

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759
Less than $149,000 19 / 68 days 3 / 171 days 9 / 31 days 65 / 108 days 23/ 99 days

$150,000–$199,999 35 / 62 days 34 / 118 days 31 / 53 days 29 / 63 days 22 / 84 days

$200,000–$299,999 71 / 56 days 21 / 289 days 35 / 84 days 15 / 57 days 52 / 51 days

$300,000–$399,999 3 / 155 days 3 / 20 days 47 / 60 days 3/ 169 days 52 / 58 days

$400,000–$499,999 - - 23 / 70 days 2 / 306 days 35 / 75 days

$500,000–$599,999 1 / 70 days - 5 / 83 days - 15 / 83 days

$600,000–$799,999 2 / 31 days - 7 / 48 days - 1 / 33 days

$800,000–$999,999 1 / 65 days - 2 / 89 days - 2 / 36 days

$1 million + - - - - 1 / 21 days

Month Sold / Median price

78727 78729 78750 78758 78759
May 2010 44 / $206,992 26 / $201,000 37 / $324,000 35 / $124,000 47 / $240,700

May 2009 27 / $195,000 24 / $182,000 27 / $199,900 26 / $126,000 31 / $347,500

April 2010 32 / $218,200 38 / $209,925 52 / $235,880 31 / $133,000 44 / $285,200 

March 2010 27 / $189,900 20 / $195,148 39 / $215,000 30 / $131,250 31 / $290,000

Feb. 2010 18 / $190,500 19 / $195,000 27 / $300,250 12 / $136,450 23 / $267,500

Jan. 2010 12 / $325,000 13 / $186,500 30 / $235,000 15 / $192,000 12 / $106,890

Dec. 2009 13 / $215,000 18 / $212,375 17 / $164,300 20 / $112,498 25 / $259,000

Nov. 2009 23/ $200,000 29 / $175,000 30 / $177,500 23 / $132,000 31 / $208,500

Oct. 2009 30/ $203,500 24 / $185,125 33 / $307,500 26 / $136,338 35 / $209,500

On the market  (May 2010) Monthly home sales
Market Data provided by Austin Board of Realtors

  454-7636  |  www.abor.com 

Market Data include condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Property Listings

78726 Four Points
78727 West Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78750 Anderson Mill/Balcones
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

ZIP code guideNorthwest Austin
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency      Phone
78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood Drive 2br/2ba  $154,900   1,196  Kathleen Bucher Keller Williams Realty 784-7169
78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood Drive 2br/2ba  $134,900   916  Laurie McGary Keller Williams Realty 695-7461
78759 Alta Vista 8302 Alta Verde Drive 2br/2ba  $255,000   1,585  Marlene Ladusky Recar & Associates 496-5364
78759 Arcadia Condo 9226 Jollyville Road 3br/2ba  $210,000   1,333  Harry Pope Moreland Properties 431-7420
78759 Bluffs Great Hills 8802 Mariscal Canyon Drive 2br/2ba  $243,800   1,524  Charlotte Brigham Turnquist Partners, Realtors 423-5707
78759 Cima Oaks Condo 8501 Cima Oak Lane 2br/2ba  $243,000   1,506  Bryan Faircloth Keller Williams Realty 468-9791
78759 Forest Mesa 8113 East Court 2br/2ba  $252,000   1,769  Judith Arnold Amelia Bullock, Realtors 431-9244
78759 Great Hills 6802 Rain Creek Parkway 3br/2ba  $320,000   2,435  Carrie Weikert Keller Williams Realty 330-1028
78759 Great Hills 9104 Echo Point Cove 3br/3ba  $368,435   2,048  Jennifer Korba J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 502-7845
78759 Great Hills 7408 Rain Creek Parkway 4br/2ba  $429,000   2,626  Karen Wilburn Keller Williams Realty 431-3551

Residential Real Estate  |  Market Data

The residential real estate listings were added to the market between 05/13/10 to 06/10/10 and were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

For additional residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/8548  


