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By Clara Cobb
Northwest Austin resident 

Patrick Sullivan will be one of 
about 3,000 attending the 16th 
annual Austin Film Festival and 
Conference.

The festival, Oct. 22-29, is one of 
the top film festivals in the coun-
try, with Austin being ranked 
among the best places to make 
films. In 2008, MovieMaker maga-
zine named Austin the No. 1 city 
to live, work and make movies.

Sullivan, a film fan and software 
engineer, entered his first screen-
play into one of the AFF compe-
titions and was chosen as one of 
the top 10 finalists from the 4,000 
screenplays entered. 

“I was pretty speechless when 
Alex [McPhail, AFF screenplay 
and teleplay competition director] 
called to tell me I made the semi-
finals,” he said. 

Austin Film Festival
Barbara Morgan, co-founder of 

the festival, takes pride in stories 
like Sullivan’s. 

When Morgan started the fes-
tival with Marsha Milam in 1994, 
Austin had two small film festi-
vals, but neither fully included 
the community nor focused on 
writing, she said. Since receiving 
its first entries 16 years ago, the 
festival has grown to be a premier 
event for screenwriters in the 
filmmaking industry.

“It ended up being wonderful,” 

Story Highlights

OCT. 24 Trash to treasure Balcones Woods 
Neighborhood Association is hosting a garage sale 
to benefit the BWNA’s youth social committee. | 5

NOv. 14  Fall Festival Along with games, 
music and food, there will be drawings for prizes 
and a silent auction with proceeds benefiting 
River Oaks Elementary School. | 5

The Greater Austin Creative Alliance 
Executive Director Latifah Taormina 
talks about the nonprofit’s recent 
name change and its cultural 
events in October and November, 
headlined by the annual Free Night 
of Theater, which offers free tickets 
to select shows.
more.impactnews.com/5794

The Texas Book Festival, scheduled 
for Oct. 31-Nov. 1, attracts hundreds 
of local and nationally known authors 
and thousands of guests to the Texas 
Capitol Building.
more.impactnews.com/5862

W Hotels is opening its eighth 
Aloft hotel in Texas at The Domain 
in November. It is now accepting 
reservations for arrival beginning 
Nov. 26. | 5

The Austin Film Society, a nonprofit 
film society, will be expanding its 
operations at the Mueller Airport 
facilities. The society operates Austin 
Studios, a 100,000 sq. ft. production 
space with five stages, also located at 
the closed airport. | 20

Halloween is a week away. See a list 
of events and find out where to get 
costumes. | 23

The City of Austin will add a water 
treatment plant to provide water to 
northwest Austin residents in 2014. 
In the first phase, WTP4 will produce 
50 million gallons of water a day. 
The plant will produce 300 million 
gallons of water a day once all the 
project’s phases are complete. | 17

A Nov. 3 election will determine the 
fate of 11 proposed amendments to 
the Texas Constitution. Early voting 
runs through Oct. 30. | 11

CONTINUED ON | 25

Neighborhoods begin 
“78758 Fitness is Great” 
By Tiffany Young

At a time when many across the 
country are focused on health care, 
one northwest Austin ZIP code is 
taking preventative measures to 
avoid needing it. Three neighbor-
hoods, Gracywoods, North Park 
Estates and Quail Creek, joined 
together in September to become 
the first nonbusiness to take part 
in the Mayor’s Fitness Council.

MFC began as an initiative by 
former Mayor Will Wynn in 2004 
to make Austin the fittest city in 
America by 2010. Since then, 15 
businesses have taken part, with 
eight of them becoming MFC 
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Healthy choices already within 78758 neighborhoods

Northwest Austin ZIP code first to join the Mayor’s Fitness Council

Newspaper recognized 
with 11 national awards

Community Impact Newspaper 
earned 11 awards in the National 
Newspaper Association’s 2009 Bet-
ter Newspaper Contest and Better 
Newspaper Advertising Contest 
during its convention Sept. 26. 

The NNA is made up of more 
than 2,400 community newspa-
pers. The Better Newspaper Con-
test and the Better Newspaper 
Advertising Contest recognize 
achievement in writing, advertis-
ing and design. 

Staff recognitions included:
Shannon Colletti, best business story, 1st 
place; best business feature story, 3rd place

Patrick Brendel, best agricultural story, 
 1st place

Amy Stansbury, best business story, 2nd place  

Eric Pulsifer, best business story, 3rd place 

Tiffany Young, Heather Wills, excellence in 
typography, 3rd place

Ellie Burke, best use of local photography, 
1st place

Alison Lyons, best single ad idea, 2nd place 

Elizabeth Janson, best small-page ad, 3rd place

Lisa Rehbein, best use of ad color, 3rd place

Tiffany Knight, best single ad idea, 
honorable mention

Read more at more.impactnews.com/6031

Austin film industry gets a boost 
from Texas incentive program 

Morgan said. “Every year we have 
phenomenal people that come, 
and that’s because of the writing 
focus. We’ve really stuck to our 
focus, and it has served us well.”
Incentives

In a press release, Gov. Rick 
Perry said the moving image in-
dustry has brought more than 
$1.2 billion to Texas in the past 
10 years.

During the spring 2009 Texas 
legislative session, lawmakers 

Spending No. of projects
Feature film $8,687,703 4

Television $20,772,128 1

Commercial $873,872 4

Video game $43,849,919 15

Total $74,183,622 24
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Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park
12138 N. Lamar Blvd.
One of Austin’s parks best known for its bike trails, the 
293.62-acre Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park offers 
everything from softball and kickball fields to hike and 
bike trails and a swimming pool.

The Texas Moving Image Industry awarded $9,783,384 in 
grants in 2009 and created 2,082 jobs.

N

Texas Legislature expands incen-•	
tive program to bring more moving 
image productions to Texas
Film industry stimulates Central •	
Texas economy

Jobs, spending and grants in Austin (April-October 2009)

North Starr Greenbelt
11701 Tallow Field Way
This 120-acre greenbelt winds through the 
neighborhood of Gracywoods offering residents a 
natural getaway to walk and run. Neighborhood 
volunteers also added a bird and butterfly garden.

Quail Creek Park
1101 Mearns Meadow Drive
This neighborhood park includes a 1-mile trail, 
playground and picnic tables.

Texas Moving Image Industry Incentive ProgramTexas Moving Image Industry Incentive Program

Largest distributed newspaper 
in Central Texas

Six editions • 389,038 circulation

www.impactnews.com
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The highly skilled staff of Seton Northwest Hospital stands ready 24/7 to 

meet your family’s most emergent healthcare needs. Our board-certified 

physicians and experienced nurses use the latest innovations and Seton’s 

vast network of specialists to treat illness and injury around the clock. 

 

Seton Northwest Hospital provides many other comprehensive services, 

including women’s services and a Level II special care nursery for babies 

needing more time to grow before going home. And Seton Northwest 

Hospital holds nursing’s top honor - designation as a Magnet facility - for 

excellence in patient care.

 

Seton Northwest Hospital. Our family caring for yours.

IN AN EMERGENCY, 
BRING YOUR FAMILY TO OURS.

QUALITY CARE, FROM 
OUR FAMILY TO YOURS.  

Seton Northwest Hospital offers 

convenient and comprehensive health 

services for our neighbors in northwest 

Austin. For more information about our 

care, please visit seton.net/northwest.

1

1

360

183

Braker Ln.

Research Blvd.
Research Blvd.

Seton Northwest 
Hospital

11113 Research Blvd.   

Austin, TX 78759

www.seton.net • 512-324-6000
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General Manager
Janice Vallin, jvallin@impactnews.com
Market Editor
Tiffany Young, tyoung@impactnews.com
Reporter 
Melissa Mixon, mmixon@impactnews.
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Drawing will be held Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009 
at the Hilton Austin during Dancing with 
the Stars Austin.*  

All Proceeds 
Benefi t the Center for Child Protection

Enter for a Chance to Win a

NEW 2010 
LEXUS  IS250C
 CONVERTIBLE

*Raffl e ticket purchase does not include entry into the 
gala. Must be 18 years of age or older to win. Need 
not be present to win. Raffl e winner will be posted on-
line December 7, 2009. Tax, title and license fee not 
included. Income tax due upon delivery of the vehicle. 
Chance of winning is 1 in 2,000.

Purchase your 
$100 raffl e ticket NOW at ...

9910 Stonelake Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
(512)343.3400

TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.

If you are like me, 
you have more than one 
favorite movie.

Mine is ever-changing 
depending on the time 

of year, my mood and personal circum-
stance. When I was in my 20s my favor-
ite film was “Steel Magnolias.” I think 
I loved it because I grew up in a very 
Southern family—the characters were 
like my own eccentric matriarchs.

But, more than this vivid recollection, 
seeing it with my best friend is also one 
of my treasured memories. She was very 
pregnant at the time. So, we were mow-
ing through buttered popcorn, chocolate 
Whoppers and Cokes having the time of 
our lives until Shelby, the main charac-
ter, died. In a split-second we found our-
selves weeping, making horrible gasping 
sounds, in the back of the movie theater. 

Even worse, we then found ourselves 

guffawing when Shirley MacClaine, 
playing my favorite character of all time, 
Ouiser Boudreaux, was put in harm’s way 
by one of her best friends at the funeral. 
Until then I had not had the experience 
of crying and laughing at the same time. I 
felt out of control. We snorted, sniffed and 
giggled until we left the theater blinded by 
the sunshine outside. 

These days I have more of a liking 
for independent and foreign films. I get 
a rush when I see film trailers in my 
neighborhood. And, I look forward to 
Austin’s Film Festival. I am proud our city 
promotes the film industry and supports 
creative minds, keeping films and special 
memories rolling.
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Reader feedback

“I am a resident of northwest Austin and I 
wanted to give all your team kudos for the 
Community Impact Newspaper. I find the 
information very useful and consolidated; 
saves me time in digging for information ... 
Once again thank you for your continued 
news coverage of northwest Austin.”

— Chandana Chelamkuri

“I am sorry to see that happen, but I have 
two small children and we don’t get to use 
a lot of the parks in Austin because of dogs 
not on leashes. Dogs come right up to our 
kids and lick their face, and we don’t trust 
dogs, especially with kids. Dogs are too 
unpredictable. The poop everywhere also 
takes away the park appeal. We can’t put a 
blanket down because of all the poop.” 

— “Kanne”

Kudos

Off-leash dog park

Sign up to receive Community 
Impact Newspaper’s weekly 
eNewsletter featuring 
local, up-to-date 
news, and you will be 
automatically entered 
to win a $100 Tiff’s 
Treats gift card. 

See full story at more.impactnews.com/5683

Correction from the September issue. Doss 
Elementary School was left off the 2009-
2010 Austin ISD campus feeder chart. The 
school feeds into Murchison Middle School. 

For a list of AISD schools and feeder charts, visit 
more.impactnews.com/5672.

Correction

The drawing will be held Nov. 30, 2009.

impactnews.com/signup
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Bank less. Live more.

512.836.5901
goamplify.com

Federally insured up to 
$250,000 by NCUA.

Need extra
 money now?
Right now we have home 

equity loan rates as low as 
4.99% APR*. Home equity 
loans are one of the most 

inexpensive ways to borrow 
and you can use your loan for 

anything you choose.

Apply for a home equity  
loan online or give us a call  

at 512.836.5901 and  
apply by phone.

* APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Fixed rate current 
as of 09/04/2009, subject to change.  Rates may 
vary based on creditworthiness and term.  Loans 
subject to approval.  Contact AMPLIFY for details.

Bring this ad to our Pond 
Springs location and 

you’ll pay no application 
fee, no closing costs, 

and receive a $50 Home 
Depot gift card with every 
funded home equity loan.
We’re right on the corner 

of Pond Springs and 
Hunters Chase.

13050 Pond Springs Road 
Get more info at goamplify.com.
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1 Tame your mane
Bang Salon & Day Spa recently opened 
in the Artisan Shopping Center at 8701 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 2120. The salon 
offers haircuts, hair color, high- and 
low-lights and perms. The day spa offers 
facials, waxing and microdermabrasion 
services. Call 514-1141 or visit 
www.bangdayspa.com.

2 New boutique
Owned and operated by sisters Racquel
and Raleigh Postiglione Second Run,
9012 Research Blvd., is a new clothing and
consignment boutique. Call 451-8080 or
visit www.secondrunaustin.com.

3 Barbecue and more 
Owner John Estlinbaum is opening J&J 
BBQ Nov. 1 at 4005 W. Parmer Lane, 
where Bear Rock Café was previously 
located. The restaurant is open for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Visit 
www.jj-bbq.com or call 918-0314.

4 IT help
White Glove Technologies, an IT services 
provider headquartered at 2136 Rutland 
Drive, has acquired Accelerated Digital 

Solutions Inc. Call 866-491-9700 or visit 
www.whiteglovetech.com.

5 Mediterranean cuisine
Brothers Abraham and Hasoum Houma 
opened the first Austin and fifth Texas 
location of Zoës Kitchen. Located at 10000 
Research Blvd. in the Arboretum, the 
chain offers Mediterranean cuisine. Visit 
www.zoeskitchen.com.

6 Cut and color
DC Haircuts recently opened at 1212 W. 
Parmer Lane, Unit C in the Parmer on the 
Creek Shopping Center. The salon offers 
haircuts, color and updos. Call 490-1684. 

7 Weight and wellness
Lakeline Nutrition/The Daily Mix 
recently opened at 12129 FM 620. Owner 
Christina Greenberg offers weight 
management and wellness evaluation 
services as well as smoothies and 
nutritional products and supplements. Call 
219-0010 or visit www.natural-health-and-
nutrition.org.

8 Local author
Northwest Austin resident Kimberly 

Rutt published a children’s book, “The 
Incredible Upside Down Dog,” about 
a dog and his owner. It will debut at 
Barnes & Noble in the Arboretum in 
November and is available at Amazon.com. 
Visit  http://incredibleupsidedowndog.
tripod.com.

9 Frozen yogurt shop
Yogo Bowl, a frozen yogurt shop, is 
opening at 6301 W. Parmer Lane in the 
old Cold Stone Creamery location at the 
corner of McNeil Drive and Parmer Lane. 

10 Get it fixed
Chore Masters recently expanded and is 
now located at 13706 Research Blvd., Ste. 
306. Owner David Harp also changed the 
name of the home maintenance and repair 
company from The Mighty Ant to Chore 
Masters. Call 423-4944 or visit 
www.mychoremasters.com.

11 Austinville Zen canceled
Japanese fastfood restaurant Zen will not 
be coming to Austinville at Anderson Mill 
Road and US 183 as originally planned, 
founder Adam Weisberg said. The Austin 
chain, with four local locations, is focused 

3

Lake Creek Pkwy.

Millwright Pkwy.
11

13

14
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News or questions about northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

Sponsored by

Calendar events for print must be submitted by the first Fri-
day of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com/calendar.

Call us today at 
512-623-7800 
or visit us online at 

www.HomeCareAssistance.com
Senior Care Live-In Specialists

Paid Advertisement

Assistance
1-866-4-LivelnTM

HOW TO TELL 
PARENTS 

THEY NEED HELP

It may be time for intervention.

     Knowing how to tell our senior parents that 
they need supervised care is nearly impossible 
for most adult children.  But we must  look 
for, and recognize, the signs that indicate our 
parents need assistance and are no longer able 
to safely care for themselves.  Then we must 
speak to them lovingly, yet authoritatively 
regarding their care.

First have one family member sit down • 
privately and discuss the need for care.  
List your concerns ahead of time and • 
have a schedule and plan of care ready to 
recommend.  Home Care Assistance can help 
with this aspect.  
Build in areas for compromise, such as which • 
days they would like care or what time of day 
they prefer.  
Only give options that you are willing to live • 
with yourself.  “Mother, you will either need 
to move in with us, or have someone come 
in and help four hours a day.”  Or, “Dad, either 
you accept our suggestion to have someone 
come in three days a week , or for your 
own safety, we will need to start looking at 
alternative living arrangements.”

     If you are met with bold resistance, get 
help!  Present a uni� ed front with siblings or 
other family members. Discuss your concerns 
with the senior’s physician and  solicit them as 
an ally.  Stay � rm.  The alternative is a trip to 
the emergency room and often a long, painful 
recovery.  
     We at Home Care Assistance, truly care about 
senior care.  Contact us to request information 
on “How to Recognize When Dad or Mom Needs 
Assistance.”    
 

Community Events    

October
24 | Trash to treasure
Balcones Woods Neighborhood Association is hosting 
a garage sale, which benefits the BWNA’s youth social 
committee. 
4000 Biscay Drive • 8 a.m.-noon • 342-2181

24–25 | Tour of Remodeled Homes
The National Association of the Remodeling Industry is 
touring revamped homes in the Austin area. The tour 
features 16 homes with a variety of design styles, home 
sizes and varying budgets, from single-room to whole-
house remodels.
16 homes throughout Austin • Noon-6 p.m. • $5 (individual 
homes) $25 (all homes) • 708-0637  
www.austinnari.org/hometour • wanda@austinnnari.org
 

November
1 | Star of Texas Fair & Rodeo volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed for the Austin rodeo. Volunteers 
work during the two-week run of the show, but are 
involved in the rodeo’s planning, organization and 
preparation year-round. Nov. 1 is the volunteer application 
deadline.
Rodeo Austin, 9100 Decker Lake Road 
Rodeo is March 12-27, 2010 •  919-300 
www.rodeoaustin.com/volunteers/default.php

1-5, 7-8 | Austin Jewish Book Fair
The 26th annual Austin Jewish Book Fair presents Jewish 
interest books and literary events including lectures and 
discussions, the annual Book Lover’s Luncheon, Book Club 
Night and 10 other free events. The fair includes events in 
partnership with the Texas Book Festival. 
Dell Jewish Community Campus, 7300 Hart Lane • Various 
times • 735-8076 • www.shalomaustin.org/bookfair 

7 | International education
The Austin International School is hosting an open house 
for parents to meet the executive director, admissions 
director, staff and teachers on campus to learn about 
French, Spanish and English immersion programs available 
for pre-kindergarten to fifth grade students. 
Austin International School, 12001 Oak Knoll Drive 
10 a.m.-noon • 331-7806 
www.austininternationalschool.org

on redesigning its menu. The first Zen 
opened at 2900 W. Anderson Lane in 1999. 
Visit www.eatzen.com.

12 Discount shopping
Nordstrom Rack, the off-price division 
of Nordstrom Inc., opened Oct. 22 in the 
Gateway Shopping Center. The discount 
store offers items marked down 50 to 60 
percent off original Nordstrom prices. 
Call 1-888-282-6060 or visit 
www.nordstrom.com.

13 A lofty idea
Starwood Hotel and Resorts’ Aloft brand 
hotel, a division of the company’s W brand, 
is opening in November. The hotel is now 
accepting reservations for arrival on or 
after Nov. 26. It is located at 11601 Domain 
Drive. Call 491-0777 or visit
www.starwoodhotels.com.

14 Wine and art
Painting with a Twist recently opened at 
8820 Burnet Road, Ste. 507. With BYOB 
painting classes, Manager Shannon 
Douglas invites patrons to sip their 
favorite beer, wine or other beverage while 
receiving step-by-step painting instruction. 
Classes ($35 to 45) are two to three hours, 
and all aspiring artists leave with a self-
created artwork. Call 371-9488 or visit 
www.paintingwithatwist.com/northaustin.

15 Dog wash
Lucky Dog, a pet grooming and washing 
service, has moved from its previous 
location to 9414 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 
300, where Cakes, Chocolates, and More 
was previously located. Call 331-7222.

Still baking 
Irene Selby, owner of Cakes, Chocolates, 
and More, closed her store front but is 
still creating custom-baked goods for all 
occasions by appointment. Visit
www.cakeschocolatesandmore.com or call 
355-0500.

Apple help
Owned and operated by Jeff Roth, 
iHelp provides home-based tutoring 
for Macintosh computers. The company 
launched mid-September. Call 949-9797 or 
visit www.ihelpaustin.com.

Ticket to ride
Lexus of Austin is holding a $100 
raffle to benefit the Center for Child 
Protection. Prizes include a 2010 Lexus 
IS 250 C hardtop convertible, a $2,500 
H-E-B gift card and two round-trip 
Continental Airline tickets. Raffle tickets 
can be purchased at Lexus of Austin, 
Houston’s restaurant, Center for Child 
Protection or online at 
www.centerforchildprotection.org.

Energy audits
Axis Green Services provides energy
audits for people selling their home
or hoping to save money. Call 584-9990 or 
visit www.axisgreenservices.com.
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7-8 | Christmas around the world 
Holiday shoppers can experience the World of Hope Bazaar, 
which is bringing fair trade goods from around the world 
for purchase locally. New items this year include jewelry 
made by female refugees in Uganda. Other goods come 
from Africa, Mexico, North and South America and Asia. All 
proceeds go to the artisans so they are paid a fair wage for 
their work. 
Hope Presbyterian Church, 11512 Olson Drive • Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Sunday 9:15 a.m.-3 p.m., except during 
church services • 336-9964 • www.hopeaustin.com 
bgriffith@austin.rr.com

14 | Fall Festival 
Along with games, music and food, there will be drawings 
for prizes and a silent auction with proceeds benefiting the 
school. The Festival is free to attend; tickets will be sold for 
games and rides. New this year are laser tag, gyroscope, a 
rock wall and bounce houses.
River Oaks Elementary School, 12401 Scofield Farms Drive • 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. • 594-5000 • www.pflugervilleisd.net/ROES

Children’s call for art entries 
FASTFRAME’s first annual Art Contest for Kids entries 
deadline is Nov. 14. The top two winners from ages 6 
to 10 will have their works framed for free and publicly 
displayed. The first place winner will advance to a national 
competition and be eligible for more prizes.
FASTFRAME, 9901 N. Capital of Texas Hwy. • 970-8139 
www.austinfastframe.com • kristin@austinfastframe.com

21 | The Natural Path 
An open house aims to introduce the benefits of mental 
meditation through Sahai Marg, or the natural path. Based 
on ancient raja yoga principles, physical activity is not 
required for participation in Sahai Marg. 
Unity Church of the Hills, 9905 Anderson Mill Road
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. • 535-5212 
www.sahajmarg.org • gghantasala@yahoo.com

15

6

5

14

For Halloween highlights,  
including events, haunted houses 
and costume shops, see Page 23.

Inside Zoës KitchenLucky Dog grooming

A customer gets a haircut at DC Haircuts Ashley Thompson, Amanda Garcia and Mallory Bellacosa
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Business Profile    MusicGorilla

Comic Book Heroes band members and Music Gorilla members Steve Kowalski, Ned Goldman, Steve Kosciusko and Collin MacGregor 
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*Offer ends 10/31/09. Valid for new residential customers only. $24.99 per month for 12 months Road Runner High Speed Online 7.0 Mbps price applies when bundled with Digital Cable at regular rate. After 12 months, Road Runner High Speed Online 7.0 Mbps will return to regular rate in effect at 
that time. May not be combined with any other offer. All services not available in all areas. Additional charges apply for applicable taxes and fees. Subscription to Road Runner Standard or Turbo is required for PowerBoost®. Actual speeds may vary. Not all service tiers are available in all areas. Many 
factors affect speed. Road Runner with PowerBoost® provides a burst of download speed when capacity is available above the customer’s provisioned download speeds for the first 10 MB of a file. It then reverts to your provisioned speed for the remainder of the download. PowerBoost® is a registered 
trademark of Comcast Corporation. Used with Permission. Road Runner reserves the right to discontinue any feature or offer at any time. Not all Road Runner products and services are available to customers using the Microsoft® Windows Vista™ operating system. Subject to change without notice. 
Some restrictions apply. Call for details. All other corporate brands and logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. ©2009 Time Warner Cable, Inc. All Rights Reserved. TM & © Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc. (s09)

Call 1-888-TWC-8585 or visit timewarnercable.com

Road Runner™ High Speed Online. 
Game-winning speed.

Road Runner™ High Speed Online 7.0 Mbps 
with PowerBoost®

only

$2499
per month 
for 12 months
when you bundle with Digital Cable!*

Q309-V4-CTX-10x6.04-4C.indd   1 9/10/09   8:39:47 AM

By Tiffany Young
Three unlikely business partners—a 

film producer, a lawyer and an entrepre-
neur/day trader—came together to start 
a business that focuses on their mutual 
passion: music. Alexia Helfand, Lawrence 
Erlichman and Beth Mitchell co-founded 
MusicGorilla, an online haven for bands, 
musicians and artists to be discovered by 
major labels, indie labels and film studios.

Helfand’s film career includes easily 
recognizable studios such as Miramax 
Films, and Fox News Channel. In Austin, 
she worked as the post-production coor-

dinator on “Spy Kids 2” and “Once Upon 
a Time in Mexico” with Elizabeth Avellan 
and Robert Rodriguez.

While Mitchell, another co-founder, 
prospered as a lawyer advocating at the 
legislative level for the mentally ill, her 
interest in music led her to leave the field 
to help people in another way: advocating 
for musicians.

Elrichman brings business-savvy to the 
trio, having started out working for his 
father, moving on to opening his own sta-
tionery store and then selling it to move to 
Florida, where he did consulting for other 

entrepreneurs. He also worked as a day 
trader in Austin for many years before the 
launch of MusicGorilla in 2004.

Although located in northwest Austin, 
the business has a presence worldwide, 
providing live showcases in New York 
City each year. 

It will also hold its fifth consecutive 
Live Label Showcase at Treasure Island in 
downtown Austin in March to coincide 
with South by Southwest (March 12-21, 
2010), giving its members a chance to be 
heard by industry representatives.

All of the owners are from New York 
and Miami, but appreciate what Austin 
has to offer the music industry.

“We chose Austin as our home base 
because it is a supportive home for musi-
cians and entrepreneurs,” Helfand said. 
“Considered the Live Music Capital of 
the World, we couldn’t think of a better 
place to start a company that works hard 
to offer opportunity to much-deserving 
musicians.”

Their match-making abilities have 
made film directors and music producers 
looking for new talent alike give testimo-
nials on their behalf, with more than 50 
shown on their site.

“They really looked out for us when 
NBC needed a hip-hop video to play in an 
episode of ‘Friday Night Lights.’ Mu-
sicGorilla suggested we submit our video 

and it was approved quickly by NBC,” the 
band 857 said in a testimonial.

Even longtime successful labels say 
MusicGorilla helps them find artists.

“With the enormous amount of artists 
out there vying for attention, it’s great to 
have MusicGorilla sorting through it all 
and presenting the cream of the crop,” 
said Antony Bland of American Record-
ings, a Los Angeles-based record label 
representing artists such as The Black 
Crowes and Tom Petty.

“We combine our passion for music, 
commitment to the independent move-
ment and deep roots in the entertainment 
industry to help hundreds of artists get 
their songs heard and licensed by labels, 
music publishers and players in the televi-
sion, film, advertising and Web/gaming 
industries,” Helfand said.

Music  fans
For those who lack musical talent, but love music, 
MusicGorilla also offers music news and a fan 
membership to listen to artists for free. Fans 
can communicate with MusicGorilla artists on 
message boards and add comments to the artists 
after hearing their work.

MusicGorilla
12407 MoPac, Ste. 100, Rm. 312 
918-8978 • info@musicgorilla.com 
www.musicgorilla.com
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Business Profile    MicroAssist
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By Clara Cobb and Mary Tuma
Tucked into northwest Austin’s hills 

is MicroAssist, an e-learning, classroom 
training and technology services com-
pany that has been in the same location 
for 20 years. 

Sanjay Nasta, founder of MicroAssist, 
said his father, an engineer, always had 
electrical stuff around the house. Learn-
ing how things worked became a hobby 
for Nasta, who began using a computer 
at age 13.

“It was before most people even knew 
they existed,” he said. “I’ve always liked 
doing technical things.”

Nasta started the company two years 
after graduating from The University of 
Texas with an engineering degree. The 
idea grew after the young professional 
noticed many employees were unaware 
of how to take advantage of the new 
technology. 

“They were selling a bunch of comput-
ers, but nobody knew how to use them, 
so we kind of filled that niche,” Nasta 
said. 

The company began with small proj-
ects and basic training and has since 
expanded in both scale and complexity. 
MicroAssist offers employee training 
in person and online, and topics range 
from legal training to software skills.

“We have grown dramatically over 
time, in terms of our capabilities, clients 
and products,” he said. 

The founder hopes to create more 
products for resell instead of just cus-
tom development in the near future. A 
noticeable shift to more software training 
has emerged, said Nasta, while e-learning 
continues to rise in popularity. 

“There is definitely a trend toward 
e-learning,” he said. “Because of travel 
budgets being cut, many people are 
driven to reduce costs anyway they can.” 

The company has sold training to 
nearly every state agency since 1992.

For example, a training program for 
doctors and nurses called Vaccine Texas 
was created for the state to educate its 
health staff. Additionally, MicroAssist 
developed the Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety crime records service website, 
which it continues to manage. 

Nasta said the company has expe-
rienced growth despite the economic 
downturn and attributes the success to 
client service. 

“We have a really strong customer 
focus,” he said. “I think that is a big part 
of why we are still around. During reces-
sions, customers go to stable companies; 
it’s a good time to lead our competition.” 

While businesses routinely consider 
their employees as their most valuable 
resource, Nasta realizes this cannot be 
taken for granted. 

“Everyone says people are our most 
important asset,” he said, “but if you’re 
not doing training, you’re not using your 
most important asset.”

Some current clients 

MicroAssist
3420 Executive Center Drive, Ste. G-100
794-8440 • www.microassist.net
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

BAE Systems •	
Dell Inc.•	
First Union Corporation•	
Motorola•	
National Instruments•	
Nokia•	
State of Texas•	
Texas A&M University•	
University of Texas •	

Practice makes perfect.
(again)

For the sixth year in a row, Heart Hospital of Austin has 

been ranked as the number one heart program in Texas, according 

to the Eleventh Annual HealthGrades Hospital Quality in America 

Study™.  The study, the largest of its kind, analyzed patient outcomes at 

virtually all of the nation’s 5,000 hospitals. No other hospital in Texas 

has ever achieved this distinction more than once, let alone six times 

in a row. So if you ever need quality health care with a comprehensive 

approach, come to the Heart Hospital of Austin. It’s a perfect place for 

your heart. 

HealthGrades produces objective health care studies that provide independent quality 
information about hospitals by researching and analyzing Medicare discharges from 
virtually every U.S. hospital. The 2009 HealthGrades ratings for all hospitals nationwide are 
available, free of charge at www.healthgrades.com.

www.hearthospitalofaustin.com
512-407-7000

HHA_PmakesP_Northwest.indd   1 9/25/09   10:57 AM

The surgeons of  Southwest Bariatric 
Surgeons have helped more than 2000 
people lose weight and keep it off. 
With better health and more energy, 
they can now participate more fully 
in life and be there for friends and 
family. And our 10 Austin and Round 
Rock-based surgeons are always there 
to personally care for our patients.

Lap-Band  •  ReaLize Band  •  GastRic Bypass  •  sLeeve GastRectomy

Since her Gastric Bypass 
surgery in 2006, Rhonda 
has lost 130 pounds. Her 
acid reflux is gone, her blood 
pressure is lower, and she’s 
living a healthy life.

Weight Loss Surgery could  
help you live a more fulfilling life.

Learn More at a Free SeMinar  
in PerSon or onLine

Individual patient results vary.

•  Tuesday, Oct. 27, 6:30 pm 
Holiday Inn Express, Cedar Park

•  Wednesday, Oct. 28, 6:30 pm 
Central Park Surgery Ctr, Austin

 •  Wednesday, Nov. 4, 6:30 pm 
Round Rock Medical Center

Online seminar anytime at www.southwestBariatric.com 
Register at www.southwestBariatric.com or call 512.334.1885

future
Be there

yourfor

Limited Time Offer – Save $1000
Have weight loss surgery by Nov. 16, 2009, 
and you’ll SAVE $1000 (or more) off the 
surgery fee if your insurance will not cover 
the procedure. (Initial procedures only.)

Sanjay Nasta, founder of MicroAssist

Spicewood Springs Rd.

Executive Center Dr.

N

MoPac
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trust.

engage.
discover.

inspire.
challenge.

Hyde Park BaPtist scHools  .   HPBs.org

you are invited to the
Hint of Hyde Park 
admissions lunch
for Prospective HP Parents
November 6, 12:00pm 
speedway campus
40th street and avenue F
Enjoy lunch with HP faculty, meet HP 
parents and students, tour the Campus, 
and look into HP’s K-12 Christ-centered 
academic & extracurricular programs.

rsVP:  
admissions@hpbs.org
Visit hpbs.org or call 465.8344

New High school 
dedication event
November 14, 10:00am
Celebrate the opening of the new 
state-of-the-art High School campus at 
Mopac and Braker.

Middle school and 
High school 
shadowing day
November 17
11:00am-3:45pm 
Prospective students are invited 
to have lunch with HP faculty and 
students and shadow in our classes. 
Includes a visit to the new High School 
campus. RSVP required.

other 
chances 

to get 
to know 

Hyde 
Park 

Baptist 
schools

Why Buy a Certifi edPreowned.com Vehicle?
•   Thoroughly Inspected and 

Detailed Vehicles
•    100,000 Mile Comprehensive 

Manufacturer Backed Warranties
• HUGE Selection
• Inventory Updated Nightly

• Multiple Photos
• Detailed Information
•  eBrochures with Detailed Information
• Online Payment Calculator
• Online Secure Credit Applications
• Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

 *Not quite enough room below to list all our vehicles. Check out our massive inventory online today!

Certifi edPreowned.com      913-3960

AUDI
2006 A4 2.0T 28242 miles $24,900 C
2005 CABRIOLET 1.8T 33932 miles $24,900 C
2008 A3 2.0T S-LINE 21413 miles $25,555 C
2006 CABRIOLET 1.8T 35715 miles $25,555 C
2007 A4 AVANT 2.0TQ 36767 miles $26,555 C
2007 A4 2.0T 42612 miles $26,555 C
2006 CABRIOLET 1.8T 32964 miles $26,888 C
2008 A3 2.0T S-LINE 24122 miles $27,775 C
2008 A3 2.0T PREM 12803 miles $27,900 C
2008 A3 2.0T S-LINE 19684 miles $28,555 C
CHEVROLET
2008 MALIBU LTZ 8644 miles $21,900
2005 TAHOE LT2WD DVD 48690 miles $22,150
2007 SUBURBAN LTZ 49043 miles $26,900
2007 TAHOE LTZ 4X2 37793 miles $29,995
2008 TAHOE LT 2WD 20407 miles $35,650

DODGE
2008 RAM QUAD 4X4 7387 miles $24,900
FORD
2003 RANGER SUPERCAB 91624 miles $7,899
2008 EDGE SEL 16885 miles $23,675
HYUNDAI
2005 ELANTRA GT 56500 miles $7,995
2008 SANTA FE 27814 miles $19,995
JAGUAR
2006 X-TYPE AT SR 40760 miles $15,995
MASERATI
2007 QUATTROPORTE 13424 miles $69,995
MINI
2006 MINI COOPER S 43188 miles $15,555
2006 COOPER HARDTOP 35164 miles $15,995
2006 COOPER HARDTOP 35027 miles $15,995
2008 COOPER HARDTOP 22650 miles $17,995

MITSUBISHI
2005 OUTLANDER LS 2W 24490 miles $11,925
NISSAN
2004 XTERRA XE 4WD 44866 miles $11,495
2004 MURANO SL 88668 miles $12,726
2007 MURANO 53221 miles $17,495
PORSCHE
2001 BOXSTER 49748 miles $18,995
2004 CAYENNE 60261 miles $24,995
2006 BOXSTER S 34881 miles $35,995
2008 CAYENNE 10710 miles $46,995 C
2007 CAYMAN 15068 miles $47,995
2008 911 CARRERA 3605 miles $79,995 C
2007 911 TURBO COUPE 23536 miles $89,995 C
SAAB
2004 9-3 70567 miles $9,995
2004 9-5 64993 miles $9,995

2006 9-2X 40538 miles $10,626
2005 9-7X AWD DVD 68342 miles $14,575
TOYOTA
2007 CAMRY SE 53535 miles $16,776
2007 CAMRY XLE 40028 miles $16,900
2008 PRIUS 35242 miles $16,995
2007 AVALON XLS 58185 miles $17,800
2007 FJ CRUISER 46840 miles $19,500
VOLVO
2008 S40 T5 ASR 16368 miles $24,700 C
2006 XC90 2.5T ASR 7 47861 miles $24,850 C
2007 S80 3.2 ASR 16737 miles $24,900 C
2008 S80 3.2 ASR 13510 miles $24,995 C
2007 S80 BLIS LEA SR 29353 miles $24,995 C
2007 S80 3.2 ASR 34715 miles $25,095 C
2008 V70 3.2 ASR PSC 20201 miles $25,500 C
2008 S80 16039 miles $25,995 C

$25,555  2006 Audi Cabriolet 1.8T $10,626  2006 Saab 9-2X $24,850  2006 Volvo XC90 2.5T ASR 7$225 555$25,555$225 555$25,555 2006 AAA ddududiiii CCabriolet 1 8T $10 626$10,626626,626$$ 00,1100 20066 SSSaSa bbabab 9-2X $24 850$24 85088442$2 55888$ 0000004 8504 8502$2$$ 2006 Vollvo XXC90 2 5T ASR 7
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HURRY! EXPIRES ON 11/27/09

Bring this ad for your choice 
of one free service. Cannot be 
combined with other off ers.

- Ring Cleaning
- Watch Battery
- Watch Link Removed
- Appraisal
- Ring Sizing 
  (up or dn. 1 size)

- Chain Solder NORTHWEST

Onion/ SMDR ad- (due Monday, as usual)
Graphics: GW logo, GWB logo, spooky pic, 
your Halloween headquarters stamp
 
Shop Goodwill
www.austingoodwill.org
 
(at bottom/corner) 
Get your tickets now for Austin’s premiere 
adult costume party: The Ghoulwill Ball!
October 30 @ The Driskill Hotel

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! AUSTIN’S PREMIERE COSTUME PARTY!

By Suzanne Haberman and Tiffany Young
The seasonal flu vaccine became avail-

able Sept. 1, and the H1N1, also known 
as swine flu, vaccine will be available 
in mid- to late October. The Texas flu 
season typically runs from November to 
May, but the Texas Department of State 
Health Services is encouraging citizens 
to prepare by staying informed and tak-
ing preventative measures. 

As for concerns regarding H1N1, 
health officials assure that most people 
will be able to deal with the infection in 
the same way as the seasonal flu. 

“One of the best ways not to become 
ill with influenza is to try to prevent it. 
You can’t prevent exposure because you 
are living, so the best way is to build 
up your immune system and to try to 
take some common sense precautions,” 
said Dr. Sarmistha B. Hauger, direc-
tor of Pediatric Infectious Diseases and 
medical director for Infection Prevention 
and Control at Dell Children’s Medical 
Center of Central Texas.
Scope of H1N1

Official reports that the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention gathered 
between April 15 and July 24 indicated 
that there were 47,333 confirmed and 
probable cases reported in the United 
States.

The virus mostly affected individuals 
between the ages of 4 and 24 years, the 
group historically least affected by sea-
sonal influenza. Out of the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s estimated population of people 
between the ages of 4 and 24 years, an 
average of 24.6 people out of 100,000 
reported being affected by H1N1.

Nationwide, 302 individuals died after 
contracting H1N1, though an analysis 
showed that underlying conditions were 
prevalent among those who were hospi-
talized and ultimately died.

Health Update    Flu prevention

Vomiting •	
Diarrhea•	
Fever•	
Cough •	
Shortness of •	
breath
Sore throat•	
Chills•	

First candidates for 
vaccinations
Influenza 

Children 6 months to 18 years•	
Adults 50 years or older•	
Women who are pregnant •	
Individuals with medical conditions or •	
weak immune systems
Health care providers and caregivers of •	
infants to children 5 years 

H1N1
Children 6 months to 18 years•	
Adults 19 to 24 years•	
Adults between 25 and 64 years with •	
medical conditions or weak immune 
systems
Women who are pregnant•	
Healthcare providers and caregivers of •	
children younger than 6 months

Seek medical help
When symptoms last for more than •	
seven to 10 days
When there are underlying health •	
conditions 
When symptoms are accompanied by •	
increasing, extreme weakness

Symptoms of 
seasonal flu and 
H1N1

Vaccinations

Fatigue or •	
weakness
Muscle pain•	
Runny nose•	
Headache•	
Wheezing•	

“Sometimes people will get a 
local reaction and may feel a little 
achy, but what that is is really the 
immune system making a reaction 
against the virus—it’s not the flu.“    

— Dr. Sarmistha B. Hauger                   
Medical Director for Infection Prevention and 

Control, Dell Children’s

    “One of the best ways 
not to become ill with influenza 

is to try to prevent it. ”
— Dr. Sarmistha B. Hauger                   

Medical Director for Infection Prevention 
and Control, Dell Children’s

“The best way is to build up your immune system and to try to take 
some common sense precautions.” 
        — Dr. Sarmistha B. Hauger  
                  Medical Director for Infection Prevention and Control, Dell Children’s

“Vaccination is the best way 
to build up your immunity to 
prevent it. No vaccine is 100 
percent effective.”  

— Dr. Sarmistha B. Hauger                   
Medical Director for Infection Prevention 

and Control, Dell Children’s

Influenza
One vaccination per year available as •	
of Sept. 1

H1N1 
Vaccinations may be available in mid- •	
to late October

Universal 
precautions

Cover the nose and mouth with a •	
tissue when coughing or sneezing 
and throw it away after use, or cough 
or sneeze into the crook of the elbow.

Wash hands with soap and water or •	
use alcohol-based hand cleaners.

Avoid touching the eyes, nose and •	
mouth where germs spread.

Stay home from work or school for •	
seven days after the onset of flu 
symptoms.

Sources: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; Dr. Jim Donovan, chief medical officer 
at St. David’s Georgetown Hospital; Jennifer 
Jackson, director of nurses at the Williamson 
County and Cities Health District
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County Notes     Fire Station No. 1 expansion

By Clara Cobb
In 1975, the Jollyville volunteer firefight-

ers started out in a small garage on Pond 
Springs Road in northwest Austin. In the 
mid-1980s, as the area grew, so did the fire 
station. The volunteer firefighters moved 
from their original building, still in use to-
day by a private company, to a new station 
on Anderson Mill Road. 

Now that station, Fire Station No. 1, lo-
cated near the intersection of Pond Springs 
Road and Anderson Mill Road, is ready to 
grow again. 

“Both the stations we operate out of 

were never intended to be full-service, 
live-in stations,” Jollyville Fire Chief John 
Kiracofe said of the department’s volun-
teer heritage. “We’ve just had to make do. 
Now, with this expansion, we’ll have living 
quarters.” 

The Jollyville Fire Department, Wil-
liamson County and Emergency Services 
District No. 1 broke ground on the station 
expansion project mid-September. The 
expanded station will house the Jollyville 
Fire Department and the Williamson 
County Emergency Medical Services, said 
Lisa Birkman, Williamson County com-

missioner for Precinct 1. 
Fire Station No. 1 serves the area sur-

rounding the station in southern William-
son County, including the Springwoods 
and North Austin No. 1 municipal utility 
districts, Milwood, Hunters Chase, Rattan 
Creek and Forest North neighborhoods 
and adjoining county areas. The expansion 
to the station includes new living quarters 
for the EMS and fire personnel, a class-
room, new offices and new bays to house 
fire trucks and ambulances. 

The existing space will also be renovated 
to create living quarters for Williamson 
County EMS Medic 22, which shares the 
station with the firefighters.

“They don’t have any living quarters or 
educational spaces now,” said Connie Wat-
son, public affairs manager for Williamson 
County.

She said the ESD and the county jointly 
funded the expansion and renovation. The 
project costs just under $1 million. Con-
struction is projected to take five months 
for completion. 

While the county provides the facilities, 
the JFD provides the manpower, Kiracofe 
said.

According to JFD’s website, the station 
expansion was made necessary since the 
City of Austin annexed Anderson Mill 
MUD, where the former EMS station was 
located. That annexation took effect Jan. 1. 

The expansion is also in response to high 
growth and additional demand for services 
in the area, Watson said. 

Kiracofe said the officials were hoping to 
have the expansion completed before the 
annexation. 

“But it’s been a longer process than I 
thought it would be,” he said. “We’re just so 
excited it’s finally happening.”

Michael Belohlavy, Commissioner Lisa Birkman, Mack Sherrod, Kenny Schnell, Adam Bryant, Darryl Phillips, Assistant Chief Brian 
Quinlan (watching) and Fire Chief  John Kiracofe at the groundbreaking for the expansion of Fire Station No. 1 in September.

Jollyville Volunteer Fire Department
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Pond Springs Rd.

Jollyville Fire Department
9218 Anderson Mill Road
250-0719 • www.jvfd.org

A CONDOMINIUM COMMUNITY

Custom home quality in a low-maintenance townhome setting! Gated community conveniently 
located in the heart of Austin. Private elevator and city view with each 3-story unit, intimate 
outdoor courtyard with each 2-story unit. 4 STAR AUSTIN ENERGY GREEN BUILDING 
CERTIFICATION PENDING. With 4 units left in the 1st phase, Bluffs offers limitless lifestyle for 
a limited time only! Priced from the mid $400s.

You spoke, we listened! Our two newest luxury garden homes prove that Downsizing No Longer 
Means Sacrificing. THE CALLAWAY - Two Master Suites, a Game Room, a Media Room, and a 
3-Car Garage. THE HUNTINGTON - Single Story with Four Bedrooms and Two Covered Porches. 
And all of the homes at the Gardens showcase intimate courtyards with outdoor fireplaces! 
Priced from the $220s to the $300s.

WWW.SPICEWOODDEVELOPMENT.COM

A Lifestyle that’s all about what you want to do …And not about what you have to do!

T H E  U P S I D E  T O  D O W N S I Z I N G

A Northwest Hills Townhome 
Community with City Views

Garden Homes in an exclusive 
gated, low-maintenance golf 
course community.

YOUR CHOICE.
Northwest Hills 
or Round Rock
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At the Capitol    Constitutional amendments on the November ballot
By Patrick Brendel

Texas legislators proposed 11 amend-
ments to the Texas Constitution for voters 
to consider in the Nov. 3 election. Each 
amendment was approved by at least 
two-thirds of the House and Senate. The 
constitution has been amended 456 times 
since 1876. In 2007, voters passed all 16 of 
the amendments on the ballot.

Here are descriptions of the amendments 
to be voted on in the Nov. 3 election, fol-
lowed by how each will appear on the ballot.

Allow cities and counties to issue bonds  
or notes to buy land to create buffer zones 
around military bases. (State lawmakers would 
have to pass subsequent legislation enabling 
the act to take effect.)

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the financing, including through tax 
increment financing, of the acquisition by 
municipalities and counties of buffer areas or 
open spaces adjacent to a military installation 
for the prevention of encroachment or for 
the construction of roadways, utilities, or 
other infrastructure to protect or promote the 
mission of the military installation.”

Require home appraisals to be based on  
the current value of the property, rather than 
the potential value of the property if used for a 
different purpose. Current law pegs appraisals 
on the “highest and best use” of the property.

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to provide for the ad valorem 
taxation of a residence homestead solely on 
the basis of the property’s value as a residence 
homestead.”

Give the state authority to enforce  
uniform property appraisal standards and 
procedures. (The State Legislature has not 
enacted enabling legislation.)

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment providing 
for uniform standards and procedures for 
the appraisal of property for ad valorem tax 
purposes.”

Establish the National Research University 
Fund to encourage the development of more 
Tier One universities. A total of seven schools 
would be eligible for funding.

Allow the consolidation of appraisal  
review boards. Most Texas counties have a 
single appraisal district, but some counties 
share districts.

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to authorize a single board of 
equalization for two or more adjoining appraisal 
entities that elect to provide for consolidated 
equalizations.”

Renew the Veterans’ Land Board bond  
authority. More than $2 billion in funding  
would become available.

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 
Veterans’ Land Board to issue general obligation 
bonds in amounts equal to or less than amounts 
previously authorized.”

Allow members of the Texas State Guard  
to hold civil office. It would take effect Jan. 10.

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment to allow an 
officer or enlisted member of the Texas State 
Guard or other state militia or military force to 
hold other civil offices.”

Establish a constitutional right to use  
and access public beaches. It would not 
change current practices, but would put the 
Texas Open Beaches Act into the constitution.

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment to protect 
the right of the public, individually and 
collectively, to access and use the public 
beaches bordering the seaward shore of the 
Gulf of Mexico.”

Authorize the state to contribute  
resources to veterans’ hospitals. Similar 
legislation—not contingent on this 
amendment—took effect June 19.

Amendment 1

Amendment 2

Amendment 3

Amendment 4

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment establishing 
the national research university fund to enable 
emerging research universities in this state to 
achieve national prominence as major research 
universities and transferring the balance of the 
higher education fund to the national research 
university fund.”

Amendment 5

Amendment 6

Amendment 7

Amendment 8

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 
state to contribute money, property, and other 
resources for the establishment, maintenance, 
and operation of veterans hospitals in this state.”

Amendment 9

Amendment 10

Restrict the use of eminent domain to  
taking property for public purposes. 

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment to prohibit 
the taking, damaging, or destroying of private 
property for public use unless the action is 
for the ownership, use, and enjoyment of the 
property by the State, a political subdivision 
of the State, the public at large, or entities 
granted the power of eminent domain 
under law or for the elimination of urban 
blight on a particular parcel of property, but 
not for certain economic development or 
enhancement of tax revenue purposes, and 
to limit the legislature’s authority to grant the 
power of eminent domain to an entity.”

Allow elected commissioners of emer- 
gency service districts to serve four-year 
terms instead of two. It would affect Harris 
County and boards located in more than one 
county. Commissioners of Travis County ESDs 
are appointed rather than elected.

Ballot language: 
“The constitutional amendment to provide 
the elected members of governing boards of 
emergency services districts may serve terms 
not to exceed four years.”

Amendment 11

Information for voters

What do I need to vote?
Registered voters can vote with a voter 
registration card, driver’s license or any official 
photo ID, birth certificate, United States 
citizenship papers or passport, a copy of a 
current utility bill, bank statement or other 
official document that shows the name and 
address of the voter.

Do I need a voter registration card?
Bringing the card will help both you and 
others in line by speeding the process. If you 
do not have your card, you will be asked for 
a driver’s license or other form of positive 
identification. 

What if I’m not sure if I am a 
registered voter, or I don’t know 
my precinct number?
For voter information, contact the Travis 
County Tax Assessor/Collector Voter 
Registrar’s Office, 854-9473 or  
www.traviscountytax.org/showVoterSearch.do.
For official documents, a complete list of 
early voting sites and all Nov. 3 poll locations, 
contact the Travis County Clerk’s Elections 
Division, 854-4996 or 
www.traviscountyelections.org.

Travis County 

Oct. 23-30 
Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Sun. noon-6 p.m. 

Randalls 
10900-D Research Blvd.
(Research Boulevard and Braker Lane)

Williamson County

Oct. 23-24 
8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Oct. 26-Oct. 30  
7 a.m.-7 p.m.
(No Sunday voting)

Round Rock ISD Performing Arts Center
5800 McNeil Drive

Anderson Mill Limited District
11500 El Salido Parkway

Early voting Mobile voting

Election information 
Election day is Nov. 3.•	
Applications to vote by mail are accepted until •	
Oct. 27.
The estimated cost to Travis County for the Nov. •	
3 election is about $800,000, elections division 
spokeswoman Mary Fero said.
Countywide turnout of registered voters for •	
recent constitutional amendment elections 
has included 16 percent in 2003, 26 percent in 
2005 and 12 percent in 2007. (Turnout in 2005 
was boosted by a ballot proposal including the 
definition of marriage.)

impactnews.com/vote09

impactnews.com/vote09

Travis County 

Wednesday, Oct. 21 

Loyalton of Austin 
5310 Duval Road 
Noon-2 p.m.

Heartland Health Care Center
11406 Rustic Rock Drive
4-6 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 25 

MT Supermarket 
10901 N. Lamar Blvd., Bldg. G at Chinatown 
Noon-6 p.m.

Pct. 160-YMCA North Park Branch 
9616 N. Lamar Blvd.

Pct. 163-Cook Elementary School 
1511 Cripple Creek Road 

Pct. 164-Barrington Elementary School 
400 Cooper Drive 

Pct. 205-Camden Huntingdon 
Apartments 
12349 Metric Blvd.

Pct. 207-YMCA Northwest Branch 
5807 McNeil Road 

Pct. 208-Triumphant Love Lutheran 
Church 
9508 Great Hills Trail 

Pct. 211-Walnut Creek Elementary 
School 
401 W. Braker Lane 

Pct. 218-Austin Community College 
Northridge Campus 
11928 Stonehollow Drive 

Election Day polling locations

Pct. 228-Davis Elementary School 
5214 Duval Road 

Pct. 258-McBee Elementary School 
1001 W. Braker Lane 

Pct. 260-Austin Brethren Church 
1800 Payton Gin Road 

Pct. 262-Anderson High School 
8403 Mesa Drive 

Pct. 263-United Christian Church 
3500 W. Parmer Lane 

Pct. 267-Great Hills Baptist Church 
10500 Jollyville Road 

Pct. 268-Grant AME Worship Center 
1701 Kramer Lane 

Pct. 279-Great Hills Baptist Church 
10500 Jollyville Road 

Pct. 335-Canyon Vista Middle School 
8455 Spicewood Springs Road 

337-Lakewood Homeowner’s 
Association 
7317 Lakewood Drive 

To see results on Election Day, visit 
www.impactnews.com/vote.
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1202 Rabbit Hill Rd. (CR 116) 
Georgetown, TX 

Sundays
9:30 am, 11:30 am

1:30 pm (en español), and 6 pm 

georgetown

(in the Summit Christian Academy 
across from Cedar Park High School)

2121 Cypress Creek
Cedar Park, TX

Sundays
10:45 am

cedar park

CelebrationChurchtx.com

one church two locations
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Local History Film locations throughout Austin Compiled by Kelsey Wilkinson

Don’t let 
0% fi nancing 
slip away!

This same as cash offer 
ends February 2010

501•3883
13450 Research Blvd. • Corner of Anderson Mill & HWY 183

www.rebathoftraviscounty.com

Impress your HOLIDAY GUESTS
by transforming your ugly bath today.

Y 183

“The Refreshing Remodel”

“Office Space,” 1999
The comedy by Austin director Mike  
Judge starred Jennifer Aniston and Ron 

Livingston and chronicles the story of scheming, 
disenchanted office workers.
A | Alligator Grill, 3003 S. Lamar Blvd.
B | Office Park at 4120 Freidrich Lane
C | Chase Bank, 9739 Great Hills Trail
D | Great Hill Apartments, 10610 Morado Circle

“Dazed and Confused,” 1993
Texas native Richard Linklater directed 
the teenage comedy that gave Matthew 

McConaughey his start.
A |  Bedicheck Middle School,                                      

6800 Bill Hughes Road
B | Poodle Dog Lounge, 6507 Burnet Road
C | Enfield Moontower, 2008 Enfield Road
D | Top Notch Burger, 7525 Burnet Road

“Miss Congeniality,” 2000
Another example of a Texan movie star 
bringing Hollywood to Austin is the girly 

comedy about an FBI agent turned beauty queen 
starring Sandra Bullock.
A | Austin Film Studios, 1901 E. 51st St.
B | Bass Concert Hall, 2350 Robert Dedman Drive
C | Omni Hotel, 4140 Governors Row

“Grindhouse,” 2007
Quentin Tarantino and Robert Rodriguez 
helped direct the double feature thriller 

starring Kurt Russell.
A | Texas Chili Parlor, 1409 Lavaca St.
B | The Omelettry, 4811 Burnet Road
C | Guerro’s, 1412 S. Congress Ave.

“Slacker,” 1991
Richard Linklater starred, directed and 
wrote the film that chronicles a day in the 

life of Austin’s social outcasts and misfits. 
A | Mount Bonnell, 4200 Mt. Bonnell Drive
B | Greyhound Bus Station, 916 E. Koenig Lane

“Man of the House,” 2005
The action/comedy starring another famous 
Texan, Tommy Lee Jones, follows the story 

of a Texas Ranger protecting a group of University of 
Texas cheerleaders who witnessed a murder.
A |  Darrell K. Royal Memorial Stadium,                        

405 E. 23rd St.
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Source: Austin Star Maps

Ke
ls

ey
 W

ilk
in

so
n

Co
ur

te
sy

  A
lp

ha
vi

lle
 F

ilm
s

I-35

N
Map not  
to scale

 

183

1A

2A

2B

5B

2C

4C

4B
5A

4A

Some of the most famous scenes from Hollywood blockbusters were filmed in Austin. Look for 
elements from the locations below the next time you pop in one of these DVDs.
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A cardiology 
     Practice
         with a new perspective

The Heart Clinic of Austin, PA
11673 Jollyville Road | Suite 205-B
Austin, TX 78759
(512) 345-8888 | www.heartclinicofaustin.com
Evening and weekend hours available. We accept Medicare/Medicaid and 
most Major insurance Plans.

h H r C c f u n A

www.heartclinicofaustin.com

Knowledge...Not Fear.

Prevention.    Diagnosis.     Treatment.
State of the Art Cardiology Care in a Non-Hospital Setting

Jeffrey B. Michel, MD FACC
George P. Rodgers, MD FACC

Welcoming Dr. George Rodgers Neighborhood Dining  Garden Spot Café

Employees Jerry Bilbo and Julee Range and owner Debra Ellsworth
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By Rob Heidrick
Decked out with pink flamingos, hang-

ing plants and an assortment of vibrant 
colors covering the walls, Garden Spot 
Café and Catering is a mellow island 
tucked within a modest strip mall on 
Burnet Road. Bright red tables and flower 
boxes are the only outside indicators of 
the welcoming atmosphere inside the café, 
now in its 25th year at the location. 

Garden Spot’s warm vibes reflect the 
sunny disposition of its owner, Debra 
Ellsworth. The northwest Austin resident 
attributes the restaurant’s success and 
longevity to a steady base of regular cus-
tomers, many of whom have established 
personal connections to the café. One 
of the regulars came to the café straight 
from the hospital where his wife had 
given birth three hours earlier, respond-
ing to the new mother’s specific request 
for a Garden Spot sandwich. 

“We have a lot of relationships estab-
lished in the community, and that’s what 
makes it so cool,” Ellsworth said. “It’s 
kind of like a ‘Cheers’ kind of atmosphere, 
where you come in and everybody knows 
your name.”

Ellsworth bought Garden Spot 13 years 
ago from its previous owner, a close friend 
who was diagnosed with lymphoma and 
was unable to continue operating the 
restaurant. Ellsworth and her husband 
initially set out to help their friend locate 
a buyer, but it wasn’t long before they 
considered the option of purchasing and 
running the café themselves.

The decision was not automatic. Ells-
worth, who majored in fine arts at the 
University of Texas and worked in the 
architectural graphics field for 15 years, 
said she kept a list of pros and cons and 
revised it daily before concluding that 
buying the restaurant just felt like the 
right move.

“Next thing I knew, I was in the restau-
rant business,” she said. “It was kind of a 
trial by fire—we had a lot of fun learning.”

Ellsworth steadily expanded Garden 
Spot’s menu beyond basic sandwiches to 
include more hot entrées and gourmet 
items. She also began offering catering 

services for office and corporate func-
tions, building on her fondness for host-
ing social events from her own birthday 
parties to fundraisers for local nonprofits.

“I was always an entertainer,” Ellsworth 
said. “Supporting the community with 
food, drinks, coordinating events—I’ve 
always had that flavor in me.”

The restaurant’s Pink Plate Specials—
unique offerings with names like The Jef-
ferson Giant and Grandma Jo’s Pot Roast 
Hoagie—vary from week to week and 
are favorites among regulars. Ellsworth 
sends weekly e-mail newsletters to keep 
customers updated on the ever-changing 
selections.

One of the specials, Hog Heaven 
($8.09), comes with smoked ham, roasted 
jalapeño cream cheese, bacon strips and 
sweet peppers, all melted under Monter-
rey jack cheese and served on foccacia 
bread. The sandwich was not as unwieldy 
as one might imagine, offering thin, 
juicy layers of meat stacked manageably 
between soft slices of bread. The peppers 
and cream cheese gave the sandwich a 
sweet twist. 

From the daily menu, the Cancun Tur-
key Wrap ($6.19) features smoked turkey, 
guacamole, homemade basil pesto cream 
cheese, black olives, mushrooms, Monter-
rey jack cheese, sprouts and herb Dijon, 
wrapped inside a chipotle tortilla. The 
vegetables were fresh and crisp, giving the 
wrap a complex but not overwhelming 
range of flavors.

Garden Spot Café and Catering
9415 Burnet Road, Ste. 106
Café: 835-1985 • Catering: 228-3737
Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
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Robert P. Wills, MD

Brannon R. Frank, MD

John W. Wages, MD

D. Jonathan Bernardini, MD

Craig DuBois, MD

Laura K. Prewitt-Buchanan, MD

William C. Nemeth, MD

At Austin Pain Associates, we understand that there isn’t just one way to treat pain. In fact, a multidisciplinary approach 
is often the most effective way to get your pain under control. We offer individualized treatment plans that include the 
physical, psychological, and emotional aspects of chronic pain. Our goal is to help you get a handle on your pain and feel 
in control of your life again. 

SOUTH AUSTIN CLINIC
2501 W. William Cannon Dr. 
Suite 401
Austin, Texas 78745

NORTH AUSTIN CLINIC
7307 Creekbluff Drive
Austin, Texas 78750

CEDAR PARK CLINIC
1401 Medical Parkway B
Suite 120
Cedar Park, Texas 78613

www.austinpainassociates.com 
512-416-7246

     NEW!
GEORGETOWN CLINIC
1229 Leander Road
Georgetown, TX 78628

This area of Spicewood Springs is located just west of 
MoPac, with winding roads and lush greenery among 
winding hills. Just driving by, it might be easy to pass 
the hidden gems along this road, but Triumph Café 
and China Café become bustling restaurants midday 
to those who work nearby. This corridor is filled mostly 
with local businesses whose owner might just be the 
person behind the counter. Whether it is Asian food, 
Mexican food or sweets, these local treats are worth a 
try. There are also many medical specialists in the area.

Restaurants
1 Taco Shack, locally owned by Orlando and Yoli 

Arriaga, opened its first location at 4412 Medical 
Parkway in 1996. This location, open for about 12 years, 
is one of nine locations in the Austin area and has an 
outside patio. Specializing in breakfast tacos, Taco 
Shack is known for its Shack Taco, which includes 
chorizo, eggs, potatoes and cheese rolled in a flour 
tortilla. Call 418-8900 or visit www.tacoshack.com.

2 After working at China Café for a few years, Mery 
Anne Ore took over ownership of this Chinese 
restaurant. She said one of the customer’s favorite 
dishes is General Tso’s chicken. Her restaurant gets a lot 
of business during the lunch hour from surrounding 
office buildings. Lunch specials are served 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m., and delivery is available in a limited area. Call 
345-1938 or visit http://chinacafeaustin.com.

3 Serving Vietnamese cuisine as well as specialty 
coffees and teas, Triumph Café also has a wide variety 
of coffee beans, coffee cups, flavored teas and unique 
gifts for sale. This cash-only café won the Fearless Critic 
award for 2009 and offers live music from jazz to 
contemporary on its patio Friday and Saturday nights. 
Visit early for a traditional breakfast of French toast, 
omelets, pancakes, create-your-own breakfast tacos and 
croissants. Visit www.triumphcafe.com.

Community Corridor    Spicewood Springs Road

Retail
4 Family-owned madCakes is an award-winning 

dessert shop, winning Austin Chronicle’s Best of ‘05 
Critics Pick for Best Lemon Bars. Sisters Rebecca 
Miller, who came up with the concept, and 
AnneMarie Falcon run the business with their parents 
and husbands, each member getting to use their 
own special skills. Open five years in February, 
madCakes is now adding a mobile unit to South 
Congress, where it will be located on weekdays and 
some weekends. Pumpkin spice cake and cupcakes, 
made seasonally, are now available. Call 795-9285 or 
visit www.madcakes.com.

Services
5 OMNIBANK, a Texas-owned independent 

commercial bank for the Central Texas area, was 
founded in 1954 in Houston. It has four branches 
serving the Greater Houston area, three full-service 
branches in Austin, one location in Lockhart and one in 
San Antonio. Call 231-5013 or visit www.omnibank.com.

6 Franchise-based Liberty Fitness, which opened at 
this location early 2007, is now closed for business. Visit 
http://libertyfitness.com. 

7 Northwest Hills Eye Care specializes in low vision 
eye care, or partial sight that cannot be made clear with 
ordinary eye wear and has a wide array of designer eye 
wear. Dr. Laura S. Miller was awarded Young 
Optometrist of the Year by Texas Optometric 
Association in 2000. Services include eye exams, 
contact lenses and laser vision correction consultations. 
Call 328-0555 or visit www.nwhillseyecare.com.

Triumph Café Taco Shack employee Chris Bade Co-owner AnneMarie Falcon, madCakes3 1 4

Compiled by Tiffany Young and Clara Cobb
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1 866 658-8363

Physicians Health Choice is a Medicare Advantage Organization with a Medicare 
Contract. Individuals are eligible to enroll in the plan if the individual is entitled to 
Medicare benefits under Part A and enrolled in Part B and resides in the service area 
of the plan.  You must use plan providers except for emergent, urgent, or out of area 
dialysis. You must continue to pay Medicare Part B premium if not otherwise paid for by 
Medicaid or by a third party.  If you obtain routine care from out-of-network providers, 
neither Medicare nor Physicians Health Choice will be responsible for the costs. Benefits, 
formulary, pharmacy, network premium and/or co-payment/coinsurance may change 
January 1, 2010. Contact Physicians Health Choice for additional benefits and details.

PHCcares.com

1 800 290-9905 tty/tdd - Monday to Friday: 8am - 5pm

Andres didn’t know which 
Medicare Advantage Plan 
was best suited for him 
when he was 24. 

He does now.

The time of your life, then and now.
ISN’T IT TIME YOU HAD A HEALTH CARE PLAN THAT 
REALLY UNDERSTANDS WHERE YOU’RE COMING FROM?

Physicians Health Choice is an affordable physician-owned health 
plan dedicated to putting your needs first. We promote wellness 
and prevention first, and through education and coordinated care,  
we help our members take a pro-active approach to managing 
their health care needs. That means more benefits, lower costs, 
and a higher level of care. 

Get to know the health care plan for real people.  
Get Physicians Health Choice.

Call Physicians Health Choice today at 1 866 658-8363 for a no  
obligation consultation, or log on to PHCcares.com to learn more.

Andres Rosas;Physicians Health Choice member.

15 
METRO 

LOCATIONS

WWW.ATFCU.ORG                     512.302.5555

You Can Join!
Membership is open to anyone in the 5 County Austin Metro Area

250+ FREE ATMS                  FREE CHECKING

4.89%
APR*

10 YEAR FIXED RATE

plus no closing costs**

5.69%
APR*

20 YEAR FIXED RATE
5.19%

APR*

15 YEAR FIXED RATE

5.75%
***

5 YEAR FIXED RATE

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE LOANS

20 year amortization/no pre-payment penalty

6.20%
***

15 YEAR FIXED RATE

5.95%
***

10 YEAR FIXED RATE

AUTO LOANS

new or used

1.31%
APY
****

$25,000 TO $74,999

MONEY MARKET

minimum daily balance of $2000 required

1.66%
APY
****

$125,000 AND ABOVE

1.46%
APY
****

$75,000 TO $124,999

1.61%
APY
****

6 MONTHS

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT1

1regular - minimum deposit of $1000 required

2.27%
APY
****

24 MONTHS
1.91%

APY
****

12 MONTHS

1.71%
APY
****

6 MONTHS

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT2

2jumbo - minimum deposit of $95000 required

2.42%
APY
****

24 MONTHS
2.02%

APY
****

12 MONTHS

HOME EQUITY LOANS

3.69%
APR*

UP TO 60 MONTHS

4.29%
APR*

72 MONTHS

3.89%
APR*

66 MONTHS

Locally handcrafted confections 
made to your order and

dressed to impress 
your business 

associates.
 

Order early..
. 

Holiday 
Corporate 

Gifts!

Delicious 
Best Wishes

Visit one of our convenient locations:
5330 Airport Blvd  •  38th & Lamar  • Barton Creek Mall  •  Lakeline Mall  

620 & IH35 in Round Rock  •  Prime Outlet in San Marcos - in the Food Court
Visit us online:  www.lammes.com or Call 310-1885
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Green Built & Luxury Finishes!
Nationally recognized for 
innovation in green building 
starting in the mid $160’s

Tennis courts & Swimming pool• 
Private yards & Dog park• 
Located in Northwest Austin, • 
Convenient to Hwy 183, 
45 & 620
Less than one mile to Lifetime • 
Fitness, Alamo Drafthouse 
& Lakeline Commuter Train 
Station
Average utility bills only • 
$75 per month

www.lakelinetownhomes.com
Call Mykell Martin 983-2790

Only 6 
homes remain!

First 5 Star Green Built Town Home 
Community in Austin

LAKELINE SQUARE 
TOWN HOMES

DON’T MISS OUT ON 
YOUR $8K TAX CREDIT! 

Contracts must be 
started no later 

than 10/29/09 to 
close by 11/30/09.

Projections by Austin Water Util-
ity indicate that the demand for water 
will increase along with the population. 
Growth projections for the City of Austin 
predict that the population will increase 
by 500,000 people by the year 2040.

Austin had three water treatment plants 
until the Green Water Treatment plant, 
near Lady Bird Lake, was decommis-
sioned last year. 

The city has purchased land and will be 
adding another water treatment plant to 
Austin, called Water Treatment Plant No. 
4, which will draw water from Lake Travis 
rather than Lake Austin. 

The higher elevation of Lake Travis 
means the utility will rely mostly on 
gravity to distribute the water instead of 
electric pumps. This method is estimated 
to save 200,000 megawatt hours annually 
(enough to provide electricity to more 
than 16,000 homes for a year). 

By delivering water from WTP4 rather 
than Davis WTP on Lake Austin to the 
same service areas, AWU estimates 
greenhouse gas reductions of 13 percent 
from the day the new plant opens in 2014.

“Because the water will be coming 
down from Lake Travis, we’ll be saving 
the energy we are currently using pump-
ing water to our higher elevation,” said 
Kevin Buchman, AWU public informa-
tion officer.

While Austin’s two plants, Davis and 
Ullrich, can handle Austin’s current water 
needs, the system needs another plant to 
ensure reliability, Buchman said.
Water distribution

Buchman said at this point in the plan-
ning process, the distribution is more 
geographical than defined by pre-existing 
boundaries, such as ZIP codes or roads.  

AWU estimates a 13 percent reduction 
in greenhouse gas emissions by deliver-

ing water from the WTP4 rather than the 
Davis or Ullrich on Lake Austin to the 
same service areas. 

“This will impact water supply and 
availability,” Buchman said.  
Economic impact

This could in turn translate into eco-
nomic growth because when businesses 
are looking to relocate or expand, the 
availability and cost of water is taken into 
consideration. The Greater Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce was among various 
organizations that supported the plant.  

According to the chamber, sent in an 
e-mail to its members, “Multiple strate-
gies will need to be used to meet expected 
demand in the near future. Those strate-
gies must include water conservation, 
the increased use of reclaimed water, and 
Water Treatment Plant 4.” 

Inside Information    Water Treatment Plant No. 4

Future water treatment system

Water Treatment Plant No. 4 
will provide services to:
•	Pearson	Place
•	Robinson	Ranch
•	North	Burnet/Gateway

The Bullick Hollow site, situated on 92 acres, was selected as 
the new site for WTP 4 after an evaluation of multiple sites 
were completed in 2007.

The final design phase of the project is underway. The 
facilities will be constructed in multiple phases over the next 
several decades.

Phase I construction:

Excavation of the raw water pump station site and • 
construction of stormwater ponds to begin late 2009

Majority of construction (intake, tunnels, RWPS, WTP) to • 
occur between 2010 and 2014

For more information, call 498-9874, e-mail info@wtpfour.
com or visit www.ci.austin.tx.us/water/wtpfour.htm.

Compiled by Tiffany Young and Clara Cobb
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GRANITE COUNTERTOPS!

Now serving Southwest Austin

with 50 sq. ft. or 
more installed!

American Made, 
Stainless, Dayton
10 deep, equal-

bowl sink.

dAmerican Made, 
nStainless, Dayton

512-864-2750

Work featured in: Real World Austin, 
Extreme Home Makeover, Parade of 
Homes & Womens Symphony Homes

www.topsolutionsinc.com

wNow

What made you decide to live 
in Austin?

Well for one, I moved down 
for a relationship. He got a job at 
the university, and I traveled for 
a year at first. After that I fell in 
love with Austin and with him. I 
had lived in Los Angeles and New 

York my whole life and I thought, 
I can see myself making that sort 
of change. Honestly, if it had been 
in another city, it wouldn’t have 
been the same move, lock, stock 
and barrel. I fell in love with the 
lifestyle and the vibe. Everything 
I’ve always heard about Austin is 

more than true; it’s definitely an 
appealing destination.

How does filming in Austin 
compare with filming in L.A.?  

Most of my experience is  
“Friday Night Lights,” and I have 
to say, having worked in New 

York and L.A., this has been 
one of the best crews I have ever 
worked with, ever. Austin has a 
first-class, first-rate crew. Some of 
the people are pulled in from L.A., 
but it’s really a mix. Every depart-
ment is solid. It’s unbelievable 
that there isn’t a weak link that I 
have experienced on that show, 
and I think a lot of them live here 
and try to stay based here.

What are some of your favorite 
locations to shoot in Austin?

Because I’m sort of new here, 
I love it when we go outside of 
town. The house that we shoot in, 
The Collette house, is 20 minutes 
east. I love getting to see outside 
of the city. It’s so beautiful, and 
it feels like it could be any town 
in America, but it also feels so 
Texan, too. It’s really evocative 
and a pretty landscape. I love it. 
And shooting in town is a breeze, 
too. It’s very fun and easy, and it’s 
a pleasure.

You are involved with an 
event that raises money for 
the Austin Film Society’s 
Young Filmmakers Program. 
Why is this project important 
to you?

One of the things that I love so 
much about the Austin film scene 
is that there is so much attention 
to young filmmakers and nurtur-
ing them and trying to fund 
them. The dedication of people 
like Barbara Morgan is that they 
spend large parts of their lives 
trying to feature up-and-coming 
filmmakers as well as people who 
have already established a career. 
I believe in it, and I think that is 
where the next new, fresh thing is 
coming from. It’s one thing to cel-
ebrate people who’ve had success, 
but it’s really the up-and-coming 
ones who we need to pay atten-
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Actress Dana Wheeler-Nicholson lives in Austin and plays the role of struggling mother Angela Collete on 
locally filmed, critically acclaimed high school drama “Friday Night Lights.” The fourth season premieres 
Wednesday, Oct. 28. at 8 p.m. on DirectTV’s The 101 and will subsequently air on NBC next year.

Where you have seen her:
In the movie “Fast Food Nation,” she played the role of Debi Anderson. She played Chevy Chase’s love 
interest in the 1985 movie, “Fletch.” She has had guest appearances on some of television’s biggest 
shows, including “Sex and the City,” “Seinfeld,” “NYPD Blue,” “Law and Order” and “Boston Public.”

Dana Wheeler-Nicholson in the role of bartender during a fundraising event at Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse for the Austin Film Festival’s Young Filmmakers Program Oct. 15.

tion to. This town is hyper-vigilant 
about that, and I really appreciate 
it and support it.

What advice do you have to 
aspiring actors?

The first thing I say is if there is 
anything else you can do besides 
this, then do it. It’s a hard life, and 
there is little return on it. But if it’s 
absolutely something you cannot 
live without, then you should go 
get schooling and spend time and 
energy on sets and taking jobs 
where you can. Do it and jump in 
as early and hard as you can. It’s 
the beginning that teaches us all 
how to do it.

What is surprising about 
“Friday Night Lights”?

 I think one of the things 
that’s interesting is the casting. 
A lot of the actors are actually 
from small towns and Midwest 
places. Not everyone, but it’s an 
interesting factor. 

And the way it is shot is very 
unusual and ground breaking. 
The way the actors and the camera 
tell the story, you don’t block 
anything; they just kind of follow 
you around and that’s interesting 
for network television.     

A lot of the cast is very close to 
each other, and several of the ac-
tors have moved here and bought 
places here. Lots of the kids are 
also working on other things 
between seasons, so it keeps them 
away from here more than they 
would actually like, but mostly 
people are very eager to be here. 
Everyone in this cast that I know 
closely has fallen in love with 
Austin, absolutely.

For an extended version of this interview, visit  
more.impactnews.com/6018

Community Profile    Dana Wheeler-Nicholson, “Friday Night Lights” Interview by Kelsey Wilkinson 
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Central Austin After a gold-
shovel ground breaking in 
September, workers have trans-
formed the site of the infamous 
Intel shell into a construction 
zone for a new U.S. courthouse. 
Scheduled to be complete in Sep-
tember 2012, the new eight-story, 
LEED-certified civic building 
will be an integral element of 
plans to reshape Republic Square 
into a premier downtown desti-
nation.

After nearly a decade of lob-
bying for the new courthouse by 
local officials, Congress reserved 
$116 million for construction 
in the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act that passed in 
late March.

“This building represents the 
Recovery Act’s largest single 
construction investment in 

Photograph of courthouse rendering taken at ground breaking ceremony

Construction begins on downtown Austin courthouse

Central Texas—it means more 
than 2,000 local construction 
jobs and a significant addition 
to the exciting renewal that is 
spreading across downtown Aus-
tin. It provides a long-overdue 
improvement benefiting all who 
rely upon our federal justice 
system,” U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett 

said during the Sept. 2 ground 
breaking at the block bounded 
by Fifth, San Antonio, Fourth 
and Nueces streets. 

The federal government 
awarded a $102 million construc-
tion contract for the courthouse 
to White Construction Company. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/5781

Regional Report    Abridged stories from our other editions 
Business ProfilesTop Stories    

Southwest Austin It is not 
unusual for musicians to take on 
a day job in order to help support 
their love of music, but few of 
them do it the way local singer/
songwriter and country and 
western fiddler Doug Moreland 
does: with a chainsaw.

Texas-born Moreland uses 
chainsaws to create finely de-
tailed sculptures from wood. He 
works and sells his art in Man-
chaca from Cattlelacs Chainsaw 
Art Gallery.

Moreland started the gallery 
in 2003, admittedly without 
much of a business plan. He 
intended to redesign old Cadillac 
cars, but along the road, chain-
saw art took over.

“I saw some friends of mine 
out in New Mexico carving. 
They let me borrow a saw and 
said, ‘Try it,’” Moreland said. 
“I was already kind of an artist 
anyway, but I realized, ‘Hey, I 

Cattlelacs Chainsaw Art Gallery  12301 Lowden Lane, Manchaca
280-2530 • www.dougmoreland.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/5696

can do this with that tool.’”
After friends encouraged 

Moreland to make a business out 
of his art, he set up shop on some 
of his grandmother’s land south 
of Austin.Round Rock plans for future parks needs

Round Rock As Round Rock’s 
population continues to climb, 
the second fastest-growing city 
in the nation is busy preparing 
to accommodate its projected 
ultimate population of 300,000 
residents. For the Parks and 
Recreation Department, that 
means enhancing its level of 
service to meet the needs of the 
growing population while at the 
same time preserving parkland.

In order to accomplish those 
goals, the city council adopted 
the Parks and Recreation Stra-
tegic Master Plan in June. The 
comprehensive document will 
be used to guide the department 
through 2020.

The process of developing the 
plan began in February 2008, 
when the department held a 
series of open houses to gather Full story at more.impactnews.com/5756

input on current and future 
amenities for city parks and 
programming.

“One of the key things that 
came out of that was the need 
for trails,” Parks Development 
Manager David Buzzell said. 
“Based on the need that was 
identified by our citizens and 
what we have now, we need to 
triple the amount of trails in the 

city by 2020.”
Currently there are 18 miles of 

trails in the city—8 miles owned 
by the city and the remainder by 
Williamson County and Munici-
pal Utility Districts. The city’s 
goal is to have 1 mile of trail 
for every 5,000 residents, which 
equates to 60 miles of trail at the 
city’s ultimate population.

The City of Round Rock hopes to acquire 1,460 acres of additional parkland and 36 miles of new trails 
by 2020.

Brushy Creek East Trail Greater Lake Creek Trail
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Pflugerville Rick Hunt’s of-
fice overlooks the first floor of 
Austin’s Park, and through a 
panoramic glass window, the 
amusement park’s general man-
ager has a bird’s-eye view of rows 
of arcade machines, carnival 
games and playgrounds. 

The park is in its sixth year 
in Pflugerville, and although its 
peak season drew to a close in 
September, Hunt said he expects 
a steady stream of business from 
field trips and other outings.

“Everyone from all over the 
state comes to Austin for their 
eighth grade field trips to see 
the state capitol and the Bob 
Bullock Museum,” he said. 

Austin’s Park  16231 N. IH 35
670-9600 • www.austinspark.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/5752

“They also want to do some-
thing fun while they’re on the 
field trip to Austin.”

Greenlawn Bl v d.

                 
      Grand Avenue Pkwy.
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$5 off 
Basic Gun 
Cleaning

Subject to Inspection • Exp 11/30/09

13497 U.S. Hwy 183
North Suite #300A
512.219.1122

GUN SHOW
PRICES 
EVERYDAY

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE!

10% OVER COST
on new guns
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Nonprofit Profile    Austin Film Society

By Clara Cobb
The Austin Film Society will be investing 

$4 million to expand its mission and facili-
ties by adding offices, educational, studio 
and sound recording spaces in the next 
couple of years.

On Sept. 30, 2012, AFS will add the 
building across the street from its Austin 
Studio and office space into the buildings at 
the former Mueller Airport occupied by the 
National Guard.  

“We think of this as a once-in-a-genera-
tion opportunity that a community gets,” 
said Rebecca Campbell, AFS executive 
director.

For the nonprofit, the vision is one 20 
years in the making. 

“There’s scarcely a week that goes by 
where there’s not several [AFS] events going 
on,” said Chale Nafus, program director for 
the society. 

Nafus has served on the AFS board of 
directors since its inception in 1986. At the 
time, founders and then-roommates Lee 
Daniel and Richard Linklater (Linklater 
wrote and directed the films “Slackers” and 
“Dazed and Confused”) were taking Nafus’ 
film studies class at Austin Community 
College. Daniel and Linklater, along with 
their friend Brecht Anderson, were all 
linked by an interest in film and began of-
fering screenings of independent and avant 
garde movies. 

Today, the society supports and promotes 
the appreciation of film and creative film-
making by showing films and premieres, 
awarding grants and supporting filmmak-
ers, as well as teaching children and adults 
about filmmaking. 

AFS also manages Austin Studios, a 
100,000 sq. ft. film production facility, 
which is also on the grounds of the former 
airport. 

“Certainly, the biggest challenge is 
defining the [AFS],” Nafus said. “Not just 
surviving as a nonprofit, but thriving and 
broadening our mission.” 

While the society does not sponsor the 
Austin Film Festival, it does put on the an-
nual Texas Film Hall of Fame each spring, 
which doubles as a fundraiser for educa-
tional programming. 

“We’re really looking to nurture emerg-
ing artists,” Campbell said. “We’re really 
not about getting into the business. We’re 
aiming for cinematic greatness and artistic 
excellence.”

She said the goal of the society is to 
provide a venue and resources for film-
makers. One way it does this is by allowing 
filmmakers to have soft screenings of nearly 
finished works to receive critical review. 

Bryan Poyser, director of artist services, 
said that was one of the things he found 
most useful as an emerging filmmaker. He 
also received a grant from AFS before he 
began working for the organization. He 
said funding media arts is a challenge, but 
Linklater and AFS are committed to help-
ing fund and develop film in Austin. 

Linklater used grant money to fund his 
film “Slacker.” 

“It was small, but it was incredibly sig-
nificant for him,” Poyser said.

The society awarded more than $100,000 
in grants last year, with most grants 
awarded between $1,000 and $5,000. 

“It isn’t a whole lot,” Poyser said. “But, 
like it was for Rick [Linklater] and for me, it 
can be a big deal for a small project.” 

About AFS
Shows more than 90 rarely seen films each year •	

Supports local filmmakers through the Texas •	
Filmmakers Production Fund 

Fosters youth education, serving more than 200 •	
Austin students annually in after-school classes, 
summer film camps, guest lectures, workshops 
and studio tours

Brings $800 million annually to Austin through •	
Austin Studios 

Austin Film Society
1901 E. 51st St. • 322-0145, ext. 0 
afs@austinfilm.org • www.austinfilm.org
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Learn more at more.impactnews.com/6029

Austin Film Society
CONTINUED FROM | 1

Film
invested in Texas creativity, passing a 
Texas Moving Image Industry Incentive 
Program led by Rep. Dawnna Dukes to 
make Texas more competitive with other 
popular filming destinations.

“It is very Texas-centric. It’s all about 
hiring Texans to do [film] work,” said Bob 
Hudgins, director of the Texas Film Com-
mission. “Other states allow you to bring 
in nonresidents of the state. Our program 
makes sure that money for production is 
what they’ve actually spent here.”

The incentive is unique from similar 
initiatives in other states because it applies 
to a broad spectrum of filming including 
movies, television shows, commercials 
and video games. Under the new law, 
filmmakers are eligible to receive between 
5 and 15 percent of their budget in cash 
from the state to go toward things such as 
hiring Texas residents as crew members. 
Various tax exemptions also apply under 
the new incentive. 

“Texas did not need an incentive to 
have a film industry,” Hudgins said, add-
ing now that it does, it is even more com-
petitive. “Our phone has been ringing and 
there is a lot of interest in Texas. But there 
is great potential for more production.”

While AFF brings commerce and a 
boost to the Austin economy, it also stim-
ulates dialogue among Austin filmmakers 
and filmgoers.

AFF is nationally recognized for being 
one of the things that has made Austin a 
film town because of its focus on develop-
ing creative talent. 

“Austin is really special and is a great 
creative community. There isn’t a bet-
ter creative city in the country,” Hudgins 
said. 

Chale Nafus, program director at Austin 
Film Society, was a radio-television-film 
professor for more than 25 years at ACC. 

While AFF historically has focused on 
screenwriting and business networking, 
the Austin Film Society focuses on shar-
ing and appreciating filmmaking. While 
the two are separate organizations, they 
both share a common mission in helping 
people create and appreciate the cinema 

arts in Austin.
Nafus said he believes Austin became 

an A-list film town as homegrown tal-
ent reached the national spotlight—and 
brought their Hollywood friends back to 
the Lone Star State. 

He said Austin’s universities, cost of 
living, youth culture and media arts non-
profits, like the Austin Film Society and 
Austin Film Festival, help make Austin a 
creative, sustainable and vital film city.

“[Austin’s film culture] always has come 
from a more grassroots approach, and 
that’s the key, really. Economically, the 
industry has a huge impact for Austin.” 
Nafus said. “Sometimes business people 
believe ‘if we build it, they will come.’ Cer-
tainly that is sometimes true. But this is 
more organic.”

Morgan agreed: Hollywood loves Aus-
tin. One of the reasons, she said, is the 
location. Within 30 miles of Austin film-
makers can find diversity with mountains, 
mesas, desert, piney woods and a big city. 

“The other thing here is the creative 
culture. People fall in love with Austin, 
and the lifestyle and the culture,” Morgan 
said. “There is a lot of creativity that spurs 
the industry.”

Morgan said she also hopes the festival 
serves as a bridge for connecting talented, 
creative people and industry profession-
als, whether it is to create screenplays, 
films or just appreciate the art.  

“Some say [the festival is] a door open-
er, but I think it’s more,” she said. “A lot 
of people have achieved a piece of their 
dream out of the festival.”

AFS Executive Director Rebecca Camp-
bell said watching talent develop is one of 
the great things about being part of a film 
town. She encourages residents to experi-
ence Austin’s film culture at the festival 
or at any of the area’s many film events. 

“I don’t want people to think, ‘Austin’s 
got this great film culture, but that’s re-
ally not me,’” Campbell said. “Whether 
it’s Austin Film Society or Austin Film 
Festival or any one of the other organiza-
tions, film is something worth checking 
out. From learners to aficionados, there 
is something for everyone here, and it’s 
worth supporting.

Incentives
In a press release, Gov. Rick Perry said the moving image industry has 
brought more than $1.2 billion to Texas in the past 10 years.

However, Texas lost approximately 7,000 crew positions and $500 million in 
production spending to states with more competitive film incentives, such as 
New Mexico, whose feature film and television productions contributed $242 
million to its state economy in 2008, and Louisiana, which earned    
$350 million in production in 2007. Currently, about 25 percent of Texas-
based film professionals are working in these states, with some starting to 
relocate permanently.

Film incentive laws timeline:  
2005 — Senate Bill 1142 required the Music, Film, Television, and Multimedia 
Office, located within the Office of the Governor, to establish a film industry 
incentive program for film production companies in Texas. A 5 percent rebate 
program is created, but the program is not fully funded until 2007.

2007 — House Bill 1634, led by Rep. Dawnna Dukes, provided $22 million to 
help Texas attract jobs in television and film production. The bill awarded 5 
percent rebates in the form of grants. Grants could not exceed $2 million for a 
film, $2.5 million for a television program or $200,000 for a commercial. 

Minimum qualification requirements included:

•	$1	million	in	Texas	spending

•	80	percent	filmed	in	Texas	

•	At	least	70	percent	of	the	cast	and	crew	be	Texas	residents

2009 — HB 873, also led by Dukes, created the Texas Moving Image Industry 
Incentive Program. The program offers qualifying feature films, television 
programs, commercials, video games and stand-alone post-production/
finishing projects the opportunity to receive a payment of 5 to 15 percent 
of eligible Texas spending upon completion of a review of their Texas 
expenditures. Both live-action and animated projects are eligible. This 
incentive program is in addition to Texas’ Sales Tax Exemptions. More than  
$8 million of the $22 million approved in HB 1634 is still available.

Minimum qualifications for film and television projects:

•	$250,000	in	Texas	spending

•	60	percent	of	project	filmed	in	Texas

•		70	percent	of	paid	cast	and	crew	must	be	Texas	residents,	except	reality	
television and talk shows

Film
Last year’s festival featured some of the biggest films of the year including  
“Slumdog Millionaire” and “Juno.” A variety of passes are available. Some will 
get film fans into one movie, while others offer a range of films throughout the
festival’s eight-day run. Screenings take place in theaters and bars throughout
downtown Austin.

Conference
Panels of writers, producers and film industry experts discuss the creative 
process of screenwriting and filmmaking. The conference includes four days of
panels, Oct. 22-25, and takes place in the Driskill Hotel and Stephen F. Austin Hotel
in downtown Austin. Speakers at this year’s conference include Ron Howard, Steven 
Zaillian and Mitchell Hurwitz. 

Parties
Mingle with legendary screenwriters, filmmakers and other industry insiders 
during one of many parties presented by the Austin Film Festival and grab the
opportunity to engage in conversations with peers and filmmakers about the 
art and craft of screenwriting and film.

For schedules and passes, visit www.austinfilmfestival.com.

What to expect at the film festival

Reupholstery, custom window treatments, custom bedding, 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

314 Old Highway 183, Cedar Park  •  331.7503

www.plushhomefabric.com
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October 15 thru November 15, 2009.
Come see our new arrivals!

First Annual Fall Fabric Sale20%OFF all in-stock and special 
order fabrics

Advanced pain relief for all 
types of chronic & acute pain.

11111 Research Blvd, Suite 370
(Located in Seton Northwest Hospital Building)

512-795-7575   interventionalpainassociates.com

Austin Studios, a 100,000 sq. ft. film production facility
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And so is this.

You might not immediately recognize some of  the most 
innocent faces as hungry. The fact is that 1 in 3 people 
nourished by our Capital Area Food Bank is a child. 
And the need for food assistance among our neighbors 
has increased more than 60% in the past year. Hunger is  
unacceptable. Especially in our own backyard. But we can 
solve hunger. With your help.

Donate. Advocate. Volunteer. hungerisUNacceptable.com

Yes,  
this is the face of hunger in Central Texas.

HungerAd-scaled.indd   1 10/6/09   2:31:18 PM

F I G H T
BREAST
CANCER

When I was diagnosed with breast cancer, I knew the support of my family

and friends would be really important. I chose to partner with Texas

Oncology right here in my hometown, so I wouldn’t have to travel to get the

care I need. Texas Oncology is part of the country’s largest network of

cancer specialists, researchers and treatment centers. Like thousands of

my fellow Texans, I’m glad I have Texas Oncology on my side.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) • www.TexasOncology.com

Austin • Cedar Park • Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

BEFORE AFTER

Dermatology

Laser
Resurfacing

Acne
Treatment

Age Spot/
Freckle

Removal

TREATMENT OF HAIR, SKIN AND NAILS
Mole Checks/Skin Cancer • Laser Surgery

Michael H. Coverman, M.D.
Board Certi� ed Dermatologist
Jennifer J. Jordan, MS, PA-C

Certi� ed Physician Assistant

www.laserskin.com   •   345-9411

15% OFF
Cosmetic Procedures

* not to be combined with other discounts or off ers.
Expires November 30, 2009
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October
30 | Fall Festival  
This year’s event will include a cake walk, 
slide and game booths. A silent auction 
will be held, with proceeds benefiting 
playground equipment for the church.
Northwest Hills United Methodist Church, 
7050 Village Center Drive • 5-8 p.m. 
345-1743 

Nightmare on Little Elm Street 
This event for high school and junior high 
students includes a costume contest, 
carnival games, a hayride to Haunted Island 
and a chance to win prizes.
Northwest Austin fall events
(for high school students only)
Hill Country Bible Church, 12124 RR 620 N.
$7 per person • 9:30 p.m.-1 a.m. • 331-8063 
 
31 | Family Harvest Festival 
Families are invited to dress for Halloween 
and enjoy game booths, prizes, food and 
live music. Canned goods will be accepted to 
benefit Hill Country Ministries’ food pantry.
Northwest Fellowship, 13427 Pond Springs 
Road • 11 a.m.-4 p.m. • 250-1255 

Ultimate pumpkin party 
This celebration is for kids of all ages and 
will have food, inflatables and games.
Hillcrest Baptist Church, 3838 Steck Ave.
6:30-8 p.m. • 345-3771 
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Events, dates and times subject to change, 
call for exact information. City events listed at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/halloween.htm
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Haunted houses

Costumes

Halloween Highlights
In order to alleviate Halloween fears, here is a list of 
some Halloween hotspots that may help the horror-
filled holiday have a little less trick and a little more 
treat. This list is not comprehensive.
Compiled by Kristin Vollmering and Melissa Hildebrand

2000	S.	IH	35	•	576-9570
www.mansionofterror.com 

Mansion of Terror Haunted House is 
open for the sixth year in Round Rock.           
Rated among the top eight haunted 
houses in the U.S. by the “Travel Channel,” 
Mansion of Terror was also rated the best 
in the country by LIONSGATE Films, who 
produced movies such as “Saw.” Non Profit 
Nights give back to Goodwill, Capital Area 
Food Bank and Planet Cancer. Tickets start 
at $15 and can be purchased online or at 
the haunted house, which is open until 
Nov. 1.

523 Highland Mall Blvd. 
407-9449
www.houseoftorment.com

House of Torment Haunted House, located 
in the Highland Mall parking lot, is open 
through Nov. 1 and includes two haunted 
houses: House of Torment-Rise of the 
Abominations and Illusion Manor-The 
Phantasm Curse. House of Torment has 
been featured in The Wall Street Journal, 
on the Travel Channel and by MSN.com 
as one of the top haunted houses in the 
U.S. Tickets start at $14.99 and can be 
purchased online or in person. Co
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Mansion of Terror Haunted HouseHouse of Torment Haunted House

Baby Jungle 
13233 Pond Springs Road, Ste. 307
250-5011

Costume World
8207 Burnet Road
323-5949	•	www.costumeworld.com

Custom Made Halloween Costumes
Linda Feller
636-5663

Goodwill Industries of Central Texas
12317 Technology Blvd., Ste. 300
249-5231	•	www.goodwillaustin.org

13096 US 183
258-5898

1700 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 101 
719-4119

8965 Research Blvd.
832-0004 

Halloween Express
12901 N. IH 35
670-5370	•	halloweenexpressaustin.com

Li’l Ones Consignment Boutique
12518 Research Blvd., Ste. J
219-1974 
www.lilonesconsignments.com

Lovey’s Loot 
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 107
258-7500	•	www.loveysloot.com

Party City
www.partycity.com
11150 Research Blvd.
275-1185

12901 N. IH 35, Ste. 200
275-1200

11066 Pecan Park Blvd.
250-9222

Polka Dot Pony
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 112-B
335-4221

Rock-A-Bye Baby Kids
10740 Research Blvd., Ste. 120
231-0166	•	www.rbbk.com

Second Run
9012 Research Blvd. 
451-8080	•	www.secondrunaustin.com

Spirit Halloween
Arbor Walk, 10515 N. MoPac 
342-2471	•	www.spirithalloween.com
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Lovey’s Loot

Baby Jungle
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9/4 McNeil vs. Belton
9/18 Killeen vs. Connally
9/24 McCallum JV vs. East Memorial
9/25 Westwood vs. Stony Point
9/25 Westlake vs. Bowie
10/2 Lanier vs. McCallum
10/2 Leander vs. Stony Point
10/2 Pfl ugerville vs. Westlake
10/9 Round Rock vs. Cedar Park
10/15 Crockett vs. Travis

10/16 Akins vs. Bowie
10/16 Westlake vs. Connally
10/23 Anderson vs. Westlake 
10/23 Cedar Park vs. Stony Point
10/30 LBJ vs. Reagan
10/30 Westlake vs. Austin
10/30 Westwood vs. Cedar Park
11/5 Akins vs. Westlake
11/6 Anderson vs. Austin
11/6 Stony Point vs. Round Rock

Tune to Channel 1400

Your Community Connection to High School Football

Games available Wednesday following game day.
AISD games also available on cable channel 22. Westlake, Round Rock ISD and Pfl ugerville games exclusively on channel 1400.

A dedicated facility with an unwavering focus—the 
comprehensive care of mothers and their newborn 
infants. A place where great minds come together to 
share information, contribute their expertise, and 
utilize state-of-the-art technology to provide for 
their patients, large and small. A place where the 
health, comfort, and treatment of women inform 
everything we do. The St. David’s Women’s Center 
of  Texas, located on the campus of the North Austin 
Medical Center. It’s here. And it’s for her.

it’s for her

©2009 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.

St. David’s North Austin Medical Center  •  12221 N. Mopac Expy. Austin, TX 78758  •  (512) 901-1050  •  www.womenscenteroftexas.com
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SDHCORC94296_WCT_PrintAd_halfpg_CI.indd   1 6/22/09   10:26:38 AM



impactnews.com   October 2009  |  25  

  OPEN 7 DAYS | 9-9 Mon-Fri • 9-6 Sat • 12-6 Sun               

FREE 1ST WAXING
Call for details. 

ANDERSON ARBOR  13359 Hwy. 183 & Anderson Mill 512.538.2626
THE TRIANGLE  47th & Lamar/Guadalupe 512.961.5149

Why wait a year for laser when you can get immediate, silky smooth results today!

We use only the 

highest quality wax, 
Violette Indolure, imported from Paris

www.WaxCenter.com Franchises available

Once you try us, 
you won’t wax anywhere else.

certified. The program’s objectives 
are to increase physical activity, 
reduce tobacco use, promote good 
nutrition and increase the number 
of people who fall within a healthy 
weight (calculated by body mass 
index).

The focus until 2009 was on work 
sites, but the scope was broadened 
to reach more people.

“We launched, in January, open-
ing up [the MFC] to any organiza-
tion,” said MFC Speaker’s Bureau 
member Dr. Jennifer Conroy, a 
community and public health 
strategist. 
Spread the word

The neighborhoods kicked off 
the project Oct. 6 in conjunction 
with National Night Out.

To get the word out, the neigh-
borhoods have used everything 
from fliers to social media. On 
Facebook, residents can join the 
group “78758 Fitness is Great” to 
get alerts on meetings and other 
information about the program 
as well as meet their neighbors.

The first major hurdle the 
group faces is getting residents 
to participate in an online Austin 
Fit Index survey. The clock has 
already started on a 60-day time 
period to get as many people as 
possible within the boundaries of 
78758 to take the survey. Nov. 1 is 
the deadline for the survey, which 
collects information on the indi-
vidual’s physical activity, smoking, 
intake of fruits and vegetables, and 
body mass index. It will be used to 
determine goals for the commu-
nity and to compare the group to 
state and city data.

Although plans are still in the 
early stages, leaders have met 
to brainstorm ideas to increase 
health and wellness. Some ideas 
include starting activity groups, 
like yoga or biking groups, host-
ing  farmers markets at local parks 

and partnering with schools to 
teach children about the need for 
physical activity.
Get started

President of NPENA Walt Es-
quivel got the idea when attend-
ing an MFC meeting earlier this 
year.

“This whole concept came about 
because I’m involved in health 
and wellness,” said Esquivel, who 
is also the president and founder 
of Wellness Corps LLC. “When 
I attended a meeting, I didn’t see 
that neighborhoods were that 
well-represented.”

When he talked to MFC 
Speaker Bureau members Con-
roy and Lou Earle, CEO and 
publisher of Austin Fit Magazine 
and Austin Runner, about his 
plan, they were receptive to it, so 
he pushed on, setting up neigh-
borhood meetings to get other 
residents on board.

Originally Esquivel planned 
on coordinating just within his 
own neighborhood, but after 
sharing his idea with a few other 
neighborhood leaders and get-
ting positive feedback, he opened 
it up to other nearby neighbor-
hoods. At one of the first meet-
ings, the idea was thrown out to 
include the whole ZIP code, so 
he brought it to the MFC, which 
approved of the idea.

Now about seven leaders from 
the three neighborhoods are    
involved in getting the approxi-
mately 49,000 residents from the 
78758 ZIP code involved. 
Get certified

Certification criteria are based 
on common elements of evidence-
based programs and are designed 
to maximize impact in the areas 
of physical activity and nutrition. 
The criteria include access and 
spreading the word about health 
and nutritional information, social 
support, incentives, rewards and 
decision prompts to make good 
decisions; and systems or policy 
changes in nutrition and health.

While a neighborhood may not 
have the same captive audience 
that a business implementing a 
project of this scope would have, 
leaders are confident that the MFC 
can work within neighborhoods.

“I think the main challenges 
for us are getting the structure 
set up and getting the word out,” 
Esquivel said. “I think that we 
can cover all these certification 
criteria, but it’s communications 
and volunteer time [that is the 
challenge].”

At its first meeting, the leaders 
identified ways to overcome each 
of the hurdles they will face in 
becoming certified.

An example of how the group 
will include health in the neigh-
borhoods is to have fruit available 
at neighborhood meetings as a 
refreshment option. The neigh-
borhood leaders also plan to add 
mileage signs in parks and green-
belt areas so walkers and joggers 
can track their distance.
Go the distance

This group foresees a better      
future for its neighborhood, even 
if it takes a while to see results.

“It’s a long-term investment. It 
could take months to a year,” said 
Kate Stewart, an MFC leader from 
Gracywoods. “[We] would like 
to see is it as an integral thread 
throughout our community.”

Esquivel agrees.
“The [MFC] really allows the 

community to better manage 
their health, and I think this is a 
great opportunity for people to 
get involved and form bonds with 
their neighbors,” Esquivel said. 
“I see people walking together, 
helping people with gardening 
tips, playing volleyball together, 
talking about nutrition with their 
kids—there’s all these opportuni-
ties and it’s for this reason I hope 
more people in Austin will get  
involved in the [MFC].” 

To fill out the Austin Fit Index 
survey, visit www.ci.austin.tx.us/ 
fitness.

CONTINUED FROM | 1

Fitness council Mayor’s Fitness Council -certified businesses
Austaco Inc., the parent company for more than 70 local Taco Bell restaurants, now 
provides a fresh fruit basket to all employees in the office and has replaced sugared 
sodas in the offices with flavored waters, juices and sugar-free drinks. The CEO 
recognizes employees at staff meetings who have started working out and has also 
hosted meetings across Central Texas Taco Bell restaurants to address nutrition and 
physical activity among management-level employees.

The City of Austin has begun to change some of its vending contracts to improve the 
quality of foods offered in vending machines. Employees in most departments are 
given flex-time for exercise, and the city has provided a variety of structured exercise 
opportunities for employees, including swimming and cycling classes, and coaches for 
running and walking programs.

Eckert Group Insurance has replaced the candy in its office with nuts and dried 
fruit and is reimbursing employees $250 annually toward fitness fees. Regular staff 
meetings include a discussion of employee health in which employees share what 
efforts they are making to eat right and exercise. In addition, the office posts a chart 
showing individual employees’ fitness goals and progress in meeting them, making 
physical activity a team effort.

Omni Austin Hotel Downtown changed the food served to employees in the cafeteria 
to include low-fat grilled chicken, a daily selection of fresh fruit and vegetables, and 
healthy cooking demonstrations with a local chef. Every shift is now started with 
structured stretching and exercises, and employees have engaged in a take-the-stairs 
program. Omni now also offers yoga classes to all employees and provides daily tips on 
improving nutrition.

Seton Family of Hospitals has created a wellness committee as part of its standing 
infrastructure. This group was tasked with keeping up with ongoing activities and 
making systems changes to improve health. It also implemented a no-smoking policy 
at all of its patient-care campuses. It also partnered with RunTex to launch the Seton On 
the Move walk/run training program, piloted a fruit basket program and established a 
“health and well-being” intranet website for associates.

Silicon Laboratories Inc. hosts an on-site gym and subsidizes an annual training group 
to prepare for the Silicon Labs Marathon Relay. The Relay is a five-person team event 
that Silicon Labs sponsors. The company also supported and sent walkers to several 
other local races. Silicon Labs offers discounted health club memberships, yoga classes 
and rowing classes. Moving downtown enabled the company to encourage 
healthy activities during the lunch hour as well. The Mayor’s Fitness 
Council survey helped identify areas where they can further support
health and wellness among employees, including adding healthy
options in the vending machines and finding ways to give 
employees access to fresh fruit.

United Way of Capital Area provides fresh fruit for its 
employees on a weekly basis and has gotten donations 
from staff to help cover the cost. Weekly e-mails cover
topics about nutrition or fitness.
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Featured homes

Old Stage Park

Forest North - 78729
The neighborhood features single-family 
homes on spacious, tree-lined lots with easy 
access to MoPac, US 183 and Toll 45.  

Schools - Round Rock ISD
Forest North Elementary•	
Deerpark Middle School•	
McNeil High School •	

N

Residential Real Estate Neighborhoods at a glance

1  112923 Modena Trail

1  13503 Paddington Circle 

2  13421 Wisterwood St.  3  9306 Tottenham Court   

3br/2ba 1,265 sq. ft.
Agent: Michelle Murphy

4 Br/2 Ba 2,168 sq. ft 
Agent: Robert Kauffman

4 Br/3 Ba 2,196 sq. ft
Agent: Jeff Dillard

5 Br/3.5 Ba 3,127 sq. ft
Agent: Robert Kauffman

2 13406 Gent Drive
3br/2ba 2,124 sq. ft.
Agent: Teresa Roberson

 $211,500
461-9801

$156,000
767-6769

$238,500
853-0110

$219,000
426-1294

$330,000
853-0110

3  7928 Snook Hook Trail
4br/3ba 2,804 sq. ft.
Agent: Chris Ott

$239,900
637-8429

Featured homes

Springwoods Park

Milwood - 78729
This quiet neighborhood is located near 
Freescale Semiconductor and shops along 
McNeil Road and Parmer Lane. 

Schools - Round Rock ISD
Pond Springs Elementary School•	
Deerpark Middle School•	
McNeil High School •	

N

N
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Less than $149,000
$150,000-$199,999
$200,000-$299,999
$300,000-$399,999
$400,000-$499,999
$500,000-$599,999
$600,000-$799,999
$800,000-$999,999
$1 million + 

Price range No. of homes for sale / Average days on market

Sept. 2009
Sept. 2008
Aug. 2009
July 2009
June 2009
May 2009
Apr. 2009
Mar. 2009
Feb. 2009

Month  
78727 78729 78750 78758 7875978727 78729 78750 78758 78759

On the market  (September 1-30) Monthly home sales

29 / $200,000
24 / $204,500
30 / $177,850
37 / $193,000
30 / $198,750
27 / $195,000
61 / $189,900
20 / $168,250
26 / $209,500

6 / 76 days
24 / 70 days
30 / 53 days
7 / 132 days
1 / 112 days

-
-
-
-

3 / 68 days
34 / 82 days

21 / 226 days
3 / 131 days

-
-
-
-
-

13 / 66 days 
23 / 73 days
27 / 73 days
27 / 97 days
21 / 90 days
12 / 79 days
5 / 154 days
1 / 70 days

-

57 / 107 days
19 / 68 days
11 / 70 days
3 / 164 days
1 / 227 days
1 / 161 days

-
-
-

22 / 63 days
23 / 67 days
39 / 56 days
46 /82 days
26 / 94 days
11 / 96 days
4 / 99 days

1 / 195 days
-

20 / $210,500
34 / $182,370
28 / $180,750
36 / $182,888
43 / $198,500
24 / $182,000
23 / $181,000
25 / $184,000
18 / $180,150

41 / $297,500
27 / $205,000
31 / $226,500
40 / $330,500
56 / $274,310
27 / $199,900
52 / $229,985
16 / $192,500
20 / $216,250

36 / $131,250
29 / $123,000
32 / $116,450
35 / $139,000
24 / $123,600
26 / $126,000
53 / $137,950
15 / $136,500
27 / $96,900

31 / $250,000
28 / $244,785
32 / $299,500
40 / $239,250
4 / $257,500

31 / $347,500
57 / $304,000
23 / $233,800
29 / $282,000

No. of sales / Median price

Market data provided by Austin Board of Realtors
  454-7636  |  www.abor.com 

Residential Real Estate Market Data

Market data includes condominiums, townhomes and houses.

13406 Gent Drive $211,500

Residential Real Estate Property Listings

78727 W. Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78750 Anderson Mill/Balcones
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

ZIP code guideNorthwest Austin
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency      Phone
78727 Angus Valley Annex 5007 Timber Wolf Circle 3br/2ba  1,478   $195,000  Harry Pope Moreland Properties 431-7420
78727 Ashton Woods Condo 13904 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/2ba  1,918   $225,000  Cynthia Reed Keller Williams Realty 901-9801
78727 Milwood 4109 Kilgore Lane 3br/2ba  1,931   $214,950  Robert Mello Keller Williams Realty 789-3332
78727 Milwood  13018 Garfield Lane 3br/2ba  1,352   $162,500  Jill Leberknight Keller Williams Realty 294-7296
78727 Scofield  12626 Pony Lane 4br/2ba  2,855   $360,000  James Morelli RE/MAX Capital City 744-4153
78727 Scofield Farms  1825 Maize Bend Drive 3br/2ba  1,932   $217,990  Cynthia Maguire RE/MAX Capital City 657-4400
78727 Scofield Farms  2340 Rodeo Drive 3br/2ba  2,173   $249,900  Cynthia Maguire RE/MAX Capital City 657-4400
78727 Scofield Ridge Condo  1900 Scofield Ridge Parkway 2br/2ba  1,550   $172,500  James Morelli RE/MAX Capital City 744-4153
78729 Forest North Estates 13503 Paddington Circle 4br/2ba  2,168   $238,500  Robert Kauffman Keller Williams Realty 853-0110
78729 Forest North Estates 13317 Perthshire St. 3br/2ba  1,528   $185,000  Tony Garrant Sellstate Classic Realty 779-6744
78729 Hunters Chase  13020 Hunters Chase Drive 4br/2ba  2,709   $259,000  Tina Mallach Keller Williams Realty 587-9127
78729 Los Indios  12510 Oro Valley Trail 4br/2ba  2,472   $254,925  Gerri Misko Prudential Texas Realty 426-2814
78729 Milwood 12923 Modena Trail 3br/2ba  1,265   $156,000  Michelle Murphy Coldwell Banker United Realtor 767-6769
78729 Milwood 13406 Gent Drive 3br/2ba  2,124   $211,500  Teresa Roberson Coldwell Banker United Realtor 461-9801
78729 Milwood 7928 Snook Hook Trail 4br/3ba  2,804   $239,900  Chris Ott Keller Williams Realty 637-8429
78729 Milwood 13143 New Boston Bend 3br/2ba  1,662   $165,000  George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 203-2985

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROugHT TO yOu By THE AuSTin BOARd Of REALTORS®

C entra l  Texas  Real  Estate  
i s  Dif ferent .  

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.
There aren’t many investments that have held their value like Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, now 
may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?
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8109 Asherton Cove  $488,888

Residential Real Estate Property Listings

  ZIP code Subdivision Address                                   Bed/Bath             Sq. Ft.    Price Agent  Agency Phone

10005 Woodland Village Drive $165,000

9226 Jollyville Road $137,000 

78729 Milwood  12704 Marimba Trail 4br/2ba  1,820   $173,000  Knolly Williams Keller Williams Realty 732-3825
78729 Milwood  7607 Montaque Drive 4br/2ba  1,709   $189,950  Dee Wooldridge RE/MAX Capital City 744-4124
78750 Arbor Village Condo 8340 Fathom Circle 2br/1ba  1,316   $110,000  Nicholas Hibbs Property Consultants of Austin 848-6800
78750 Balcones Village  9200 Spring Hollow Drive 4br/2ba  3,077   $374,900  John Powell Keller Williams Realty 554-5193
78750 Balcones Village  9404 Clearock Drive 3br/2ba  1,960   $250,000  Eenie Sullivan Coldwell Banker United Realtor 258-5723
78750 Bend at Villages Spicewood 8405 Sweetness Lane 4br/3ba  3,320   $425,000  Christina Harmon Coldwell Banker United Realtor 417-5234
78750 Enclave at Villagesof Spicewood 9420 Bing Cherry Lane 4br/3ba  3,354   $500,000  Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United Realtor 258-6677
78750 Jester Point  8109 Asherton Cove 5br/3ba  3,221   $488,888  Teresa Gouldie Coldwell Banker United Realtor 751-8000
78750 Milrun Village at Anderson Mill 10514 Timbercrest Lane 4br/2ba  2,283   $199,990  Pamela Peck Keller Williams Realty 609-9877
78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 9024 Lockleven Loop 4br/2ba  2,314   $365,000  Jimmy Goff Goff Properties 784-5175
78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 11128 Callanish Park Drive 4br/2ba  2,843   $410,000  Deborah Harber Keller Williams Realty 637-8485
78750 Park at Spicewood Springs  10407 Tweedsmuir Drive 4br/2ba  2,474   $374,900  Monika Suhnholz Coldwell Banker United Realtor 431-8046
78750 Park West Condo 10616 Mellow Meadows Drive 2br/2ba  952   $89,900  Bahram Arabpour Keller Williams Realty 797-4838
78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12221 Old St.reetage Trail 3br/2ba  1,220   $129,840  Amanda Keith Keller Williams Realty 736-2919
78750 Village at Anderson Mill  11439 Morning Glory Trail 3br/2ba  1,899   $199,900  Vanessa Cardwell Keller Williams Realty 584-1508
78750 Village at Anderson Mill  11903 Aloe Vera Trail 4br/2ba  1,733   $175,000  Althea Osborn Keller Williams Realty 328-3301
78750 Woods Anderson Mill  10005 Woodland Village Drive 3br/2ba  1,341   $165,000  Jodi MacHardy Coldwell Banker United Realtor 254-289-3020
78758 Gracywoods 1207 Gemini Drive 3br/2ba  1,824   $209,000  Betsy Doss RE/MAX Capital City 744-4555
78758 Gracywoods  11615 Parkfield Drive 3br/2ba  1,598   $189,977  Allison Dady J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 502-7674
78758 Macmora Cottages Condo  10700 Macmora Road 2br/2ba  1,106   $150,000  Emily Laughlin Keller Williams Realty 791-5052
78758 Marbella Villas Townhomes Condo 2100 Pipers Field Drive 3br/2ba  1,300   $158,000  Kent Riddle J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 502-7818
78758 Orange Grove Condo 8900 Parkfield Drive 3br/1ba  1,415   $116,600  Richard Spencer Keller Williams Realty 826-4334
78758 Quail Creek 1221 Meadows Drive 4br/2ba  1,714   $175,000  Dow Kennedy RE/MAX Capital City II 267-6302
78758 Quail Creek  10511 Cooper Hill Drive 4br/2ba  1,509   $153,900  Kimberly Smith J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 576-7341
78758 Quail Creek  9506 Stonebridge Drive 3br/2ba  2,238   $139,000  Knolly Williams Keller Williams Realty 732-3825
78758 Quail Creek West  9406 Meadow Vale 4br/2ba  1,349   $145,000  Chad Goldwasser Goldwasser Real Estate 420-0300
78758 Quail Creek West  1610 Rutland Drive 3br/2ba  1,537   $148,000  Charles Chambers Keller Williams Realty 413-5882
78758 Quail Hollow  1502 Boffi Circle 4br/2ba  1,549   $174,900  Laurie Flood Keller Williams Realty 576-1504
78758 Quail Hollow  1605 Charolais Drive 3br/2ba  1,155   $157,500  Keri Chmelik Homes ATX 633-9680
78759 Arcadia Condo 9226 Jollyville Road 2br/2ba  1,071   $137,000  Mary Witt Coldwell Banker United Realtor 217-2155
78759 Balcones Woods  11404 Calle Verde Cove 3br/2ba  2,032   $259,000  Colleen Lockwood Moreland Properties 825-6503
78759 Forest Mesa - Villa Serena 8103 West Court 2br/2ba  1,936   $299,999  Donna Goode Keller Williams Realty 203-8917
78759 Great Hills 7554 Fireoak Drive 4br/2ba  2,743   $400,000  Steve Windle Coldwell Banker United Realtor 691-6742
78759 Great Hills  8618 Alverstone Way 4br/3ba  2,709   $459,000  Dale Jacobson Coldwell Banker United Realtor 906-9124
78759 Hillcrest Mesa Townhomes 3823 Steck Ave. 3br/2ba  2,282   $324,400  Janette Friend-Harrington Coldwell Banker United Realtor 844-3331
78759 Hunter Oaks 6500 Harrogate Drive 3br/2ba  2,116   $267,900  Kyle Ranne Coldwell Banker United Realtor 940-0694
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“own a car”

We can help.
11 convenient locations

aplusfcu.org
512-302-6800 • 800-252-8148

“I have fulfilled
one of my dreams

of a new car.
Thanks A+!”

–Wanda R.

COMING IN NOVEMBER!Leander Branch

The residential real estate listings were added to the market between 9/30/09 to 10/15/09 and were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

For additional residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/6012   


