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By Tiffany Young
Off Lakewood Drive, Bull Creek District 

Park is an oasis of trees with picturesque views 
of a winding creek and part of the 3.5-mile 
Bull Creek Greenbelt trail running through 
it. Since 1997, the park has been designated as 
an off-leash dog park area. On weekdays, the 
park is typically quiet, but on weekends, dogs 
and their owners run and play in the creek, 
runners and walkers can be found along the 
trail and, on hot days, families can be found 
swimming and wading through the creek.
Restoration

Recently, the City of Austin announced its 
plans to shut down BCDP, the only northwest 
Austin dog park, and one of 12 off-leash dog 
parks in the city, until spring 2010 to restore 
the park to acceptable E. coli levels.

“From a public health perspective, elevated 
E. coli levels in recreational waters pose an 

increased risk for illness for both people and 
their dogs,” said David Lurie, director of Aus-
tin/Travis County Health and Human Servic-
es Department. “Our goal is prevention, and 
we’ll continue to monitor and evaluate bacte-
ria levels throughout this process to minimize 
the risk of illness.”

Restoration, including soil importation, re-
vegetation and irrigation, would take place 
from November to April 2010 to allow levels 
in the creek to become acceptable for Texas 
health standards for swimming.
On- or off-leash?

Once the park reopens, the city may not al-
low dogs off leash, making it no longer a dog 
park. The reasoning being that if dogs were 
on a leash, dog owners would be more aware 

of when to scoop the poop. Picking up after 
dogs is already a city ordinance with a poten-
tial fine of up to $500 for violators. 

As of Sept. 15, 845 residents had signed 
a petition against closing the off-leash dog 
park. The petition asks that the City of Aus-
tin keep the dog park open if there is not a 
mutual agreement among Bull Creek Dog 
Off Leash Group, the Bull Creek Foundation 
and the City of Austin by March 31, 2010. 
The city says it is looking for other locations 
for a dog park. However, finding another 
off-leash spot, especially in northwest Aus-
tin, with similar access to a creek may not 
be possible.

Story Highlights
High E. coli levels lead to city closing park for long-•	
term restoration project
Dog lovers voice concern over possible change from •	
off- to on-leash dog park
Some neighborhoods would prefer park to be swim-•	
friendly for people, not dogs

Dogs may lose off-
leash privileges at 
Bull Creek District Park

Sept. 27 Breast cancer benefit The Breast 
Cancer Resource Centers of Texas will host its 14th 
Annual Champagne Brunch and Auction. | 5

Oct. 14 Healthcare luncheon Travis County's 
Professional Association of Health Care Office 
Management will hold a membership drive 
luncheon. | 5

Sen. Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, 
announced Sept. 10 that he has 
decided not to run for re-election for 
the Texas Senate in the November 
2010 election. Ogden, chairman of 
the Senate Finance Committee, has 
represented Senate District 5, which 
includes Williamson County, since 
1997 and served three terms in the 
Texas House of Representatives.
more.impactnews.com/5616

The Austin/Travis County Health 
and Human Services Department 
announced locations of scheduled 
citywide flu shot clinics to take place 
in October and November, the time 
when people are at the greatest risk 
for complications from the flu.
more.impactnews.com/5615

A new restaurant, Bob and Mike's 
Chicken, serving fresh chicken 
cooked in 100 percent peanut oil, 
homemade onion rings and coleslaw, 
opened late August at 10515 N. 
MoPac, Ste. A-155. | 5

Gov. Rick Perry 
announced late 
August that 
Smooth-Stone 
Inc., located at 
3925 W. Braker 
Lane, will receive 
a $250,000 
grant from the 
state's Emerging 

Technology Fund. The grant will be 
used for the development of low 
power, energy-conserving computer 
server technology. | 4

Recommendations for bus route 
changes in northwest Austin to the 
Capital Metro bus system have been 
made in the ServicePlan2020, a 
comprehensive analysis of the system 
to provide a road map for growth 
over the next 10 years. | 8

Austin Independent School District 
Education Focus features a feeder 
chart with TAKS scores and updates 
on education funding and district 
growth. | 26

The Youth Partnership for Change 
program is seeking financial donors 
or supporters to help continue its 
program. It has been operating on a 
five-year state grant that ends 
Aug. 31, 2010. | 19

Debra Bailey, Bull Creek Dog Off Leash Group founder, with her dogs Tyler and Riley
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Bull Creek Dog Off 
Leash Group
Since its inception last 
summer, the Bull Creek Dog 
Off Leash Group has installed 
mutt mitt dispensers, 
held weekly poop patrols, 
installed an octagonal bench 
and a natural split-rail fence, 
and completed erosion 
control efforts as well as 
various other efforts to keep 
the park clean and well-
maintained.

City of Austin         462

BCDOG           803

Year-to-date hours spent 
on park improvement

Source: BCDOG
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Austin ISD approves $818 million general fund budget, pay raise for all district employees
New superintendent strives to keep cuts from the classroom

By Melissa Mixon
Austin ISD recently approved 

an $818.9 million general fund 
budget that puts the majority 
of funds toward classroom in-
struction and includes an aver-
age 3 percent raise for all dis-
trict employees. 

Despite the pay increase, the 
new budget is $46.3 million less 
than last year’s budget, a decrease 
officials said was essential given 
the nation’s economy and the dis-
trict’s need to make up a $23 mil-
lion shortfall in funds expected 
in 2011. 

Nicole Conley-Abram, the dis-
trict’s new chief financial officer, 
said the deficit is sizable, but the 
AISD is faring better than its na-
tional counterparts.  

“I’ve come from districts where 
they’re cutting transportation 

and cutting entire summer pro-
grams,” she said. “People are do-
ing really aggressive and dam-
aging programmatic changes in 
order to stay within the balanced 
budget.”

Outside consultants hired by 
the district reported to school 
board members earlier this sum-
mer that by closing schools and 
cutting jobs, the district could 
save millions. However, district 
officials have said they do not cur-
rently have plans to do either.

The Austin school district is in-
stead reducing the costs of nones-
sential items in its new budget and 
holding the line on other costs. 
Superintendent Meria Carstar-
phen made $14.6 million in cuts 
to the district’s original proposed 

Making the cuts
Austin school board members approved $14.6 million in cuts to the district’s 
$818.9 million budget in late August. The cuts were proposed by Superintendent 
Meria Carstarphen. To see the full list of cuts, visit more.impactnews.com/5699.

“These reductions will not be painless, but we’ve 
tried to keep cuts away from the classroom. Some 
will have an indirect impact on classrooms and 
others will have a direct impact on campuses.”
       — Superintendent Meria Carstarphen

Signing bonus

Late requests for field trips

Hardship leave

Food/refreshments

Administrative reorganization (Net)

Tactical compensation

Extra-duty pay

Strategic compensation (REACH)

Reassign cost to food service budget

$64,750

$100,000

$200,000

$210,389

$380,000

$400,000

$500,000

$1,145,000

$1,375,379

Proposed reductions Total general fund savings

Source: AISD
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Barker Roofi ng & Sheetmetal, Inc. is 
a locally owned and operated pre-
mier roofi ng contractor and gutter 
installation company. We are one 
of the largest and most respected 
roofi ng contractors in the Greater 
Austin and surrounding areas with a 
proven record of success. We have 
established a reputation for providing 
practical, innovative, and cost effec-
tive solutions to meet the diversifi ed 
roofi ng needs of our customers. We 
serve Central Texas from our Austin 
location situated on a thirty-acre site 
that houses our corporate offi ces, 
warehouse, and sheet metal shop.

Austin Area
512.243.5244 ph
512.243.5247 fax

www.barkerroofi ngandsheetmetal.com

We employ a knowledgeable man-
agement, sales, service and support 
staff that is committed to customer 
satisfaction and providing the best 
value for our customer’s dollar.

Barker Roofi ng & Sheetmetal, Inc. 
is a member in good standing with 
several Chambers of Commerce 
and Builder Associations, and a 
member of the Central and South 
Central Texas BBB.

“No project too small, no builder to large, we want to earn your business!”

This coupon is redeemable towards any approved re-roof contract

we are 

your roof’s 

best friend

  BARKER BONES

$1,000
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The new HS 
a hybrid like no other

This month my hus-
band, Armando, and 
I are lucky enough to 
continue our honeymoon 
in “The City of Lights.” 

Actually, when this newspaper is deliv-
ered to you, we will just be returning from 
our trip visiting my sister and her family 
who live in a quaint village just outside of 
Paris, France—a world away from Texas.

The little village where they live, Le Ve-
sinet, is Disneyland-like. There are manors 
and villas and cottages up and down stone-
fenced streets with tall iron gates. There are 
weeping willows, sweeping pathways and 
flowers of every shape and size surround-
ing a pond with white swans and cute 
ducks. There are elderly gentlemen riding 
bright red bikes with baguettes in their 
baskets wearing, yes, berets. It’s surreal. I 
keep waiting for Snow White (or better yet 
Gigi) to peek around the corner and start 
singing en Français. 

And, although I will surely enjoy my 
time showing Armando the many sights 
and sounds of Paris, we will be just as 
happy returning to our beloved Austin. 
It is our city of hills, streams, music 
and barbecue. You see, when I moved 
here from Houston, Austin seemed just 
as surreal as Paris is to me now. I kept 
calling home and telling my friends 
and family what I had seen. The sights 
include a short steep hike rewarded with 
a view at Mount Bonnell lookout, a glori-
ous sunset at the Oasis, walking my dog 
on the trails at Bull Creek Park, and, of 
course, shopping and dining on the posh 
streets of The Domain. I understand 
why the readers I meet are so passionate 
about this area. It’s beautiful.
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Reader feedback

more.impactnews.com/5092

“It is a great shame that library services, 
library new book budgets, and hours have 
been curtailed, right in the middle of growing 
unemployment when people need access 
to computer resources for job hunting and 
vocational support services. 

“The demand for library grows exponentially 
while the City Council ignores what is the 
greatest asset when money is short for the 
populace...people begin to read, to attend 
short courses, attend meetings, and turn to 
the library for help. That help is dwindling in 
the face of even greater need."

— John Morgan

Residents rank Austin high for city 
services in survey (online exclusive)

Sign up to receive 
Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly 
eNewsletter featuring 
local, up-to-date 
news, and you will be 
automatically entered 
to win a $100 Tiff’s Treats gift card. 
The drawing will be held Oct. 31, 2009.

impactnews.com/signup

Online poll

See more poll results at impactnews.com/polls
Results from unscientific web survey 

How would you rate the area's 
public schools?
Poor

38.5% 
Good

30.8% 
Fair

23% 
Excellent

7.7%
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Bank less. Live more.

512.836.5901
goamplify.com

Federally insured up to 
$250,000 by NCUA.

Need extra
 money now?
Right now we have home 

equity loan rates as low as 
4.99% APR*. Home equity 
loans are one of the most 

inexpensive ways to borrow 
and you can use your loan for 

anything you choose.

Apply for a home equity  
loan online or give us a call  

at 512.836.5901 and  
apply by phone.

* APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Fixed rate current 
as of 09/04/2009, subject to change.  Rates may 
vary based on creditworthiness and term.  Loans 
subject to approval.  Contact AMPLIFY for details.
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1 Social seniors
A recreational center for seniors opened 
earlier this month in the Anderson Mill 
Limited District, at 12100 Millwright 
Parkway. The Anderson Mill Senior 
Center is located in a former Williamson 
County Sheriff’s substation and offers 
seniors a place to socialize, play games 
and hang out. Only members of the 
district may use the center; however, 
seniors do not have to live in the district 
to become a member. Membership is $10 
annually for district residents ($15 per 
couple) and $20 each for non-residents. 
Call 258-2444 or visit 
www.andersonmill-limited.org. 

2 Humane society turns 30
The Williamson County Humane 
Society will celebrate 30 years of 
business Oct. 25. The nonprofit shelter 
and adoption center, located at 10930 
Crystal Falls Parkway, will host a party 
and “adoption reunion” on its 22-acre 
site from noon to 5 p.m. The party will 
feature live music, face painting, animal 
demonstrations and dog contests. Call 
260-3602 or visit www.hswc.net. 

3 Sandwich shop opens
Delta’s Restaurant opened recently at 
2121 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 103-C., in the 
former Delaware Subs location. The shop 
offers everything from sub sandwiches, 
breakfast food and burgers to spaghetti, 
soup and salads. Call 491-5338. 

4 Real estate offices
A multifamily construction services 
company expanded, moving from its 
previous location in central Austin to a 
larger location at 2808 Longhorn Blvd., 
Ste. 306. The company, J4 Development 
L.P., contracts with property management 
companies and owners to do services like 
painting, flooring installation, emergency 
services and other general construction 
work. Call 501-4078. 

5 Free tennis clinic 
Locally owned tennisbuddys LLC is 
offering free tennis lessons for beginners, 
juniors and adults. A clinic for adults will 
be held Oct. 17 and a clinic for juniors 
will be held Oct. 10 at Oakview Park, 
10800 Oak View Drive, next to the Kathy 
Caraway Elementary School. The clinics 
are held annually and all equipment is 

provided, including rackets and balls. 
Visit www.tennisbuddys.com or e-mail 
classes@tennisbuddys.com. 

6 Money in sight
The Optometry Center for Vision 
Therapy, located at 10601 Pecan Park 
Blvd., Ste. 201, recently announced it will 
offer a vision and learning grant in 2010. 
The grant will be awarded in the form of 
services, with the center providing free 
comprehensive eye exams, evaluations 
and vision therapy treatments, and will 
be given to 15 students from low-income 
families. The total value of the grant is 
$75,000, $15,000 more than the center 
gave during its 2009 grant that went to 12 
students. Applications can be submitted 
starting Oct. 1. Call 401-0400 or visit 
www.ocvt.info. 

7 Company receives state grant
Gov. Rick Perry announced in late 
August that Smooth-Stone Inc., located 
at 3925 W. Braker Lane, will receive a 
$250,000 grant from the state’s Emerging 
Technology Fund. The grant will be 
used for the development of low power, 
energy-conserving computer server 

5

Lake Creek Pkwy.

Millwright Pkwy.

4

Longhorn Blvd.
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News or questions about northwest Austin? 
E-mail nwanews@impactnews.com.

Sponsored by

Calendar events for print must be submitted by the first 
Friday of the month. Submit events and find our Central 
Texas calendar online at www.impactnews.com/calendar.

The Optometry Center for Vision Therapy

6

Guests at the Anderson Mill Senior Center

1

Pets being groomed at Dirty Dog

12

Call us today at 
512-623-7800 
or visit us online at 

www.HomeCareAssistance.com
Senior Care Live-In Specialists

Alzheimer’s Association 
Memory Walk Fund Raiser 

begins at 8:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, October 10, 2009!

Where: 3429 Executive Center Drive, 
Austin 78745

Come join the walk or sponsor a 
team to support fi nding a cure for 

this devastating disease and spread 
awareness throughout the community.

Our Balance Care Method provides 
all the right ingredients to enhance 
the lives of those suff ering from 
memory loss.

Nutritionally Advanced Meals help • 
maintain mental health.
Companionship combats • 
depression.
Exercise aids strength and blood • 
fl ow to the brain.
Rest and Relaxation renew the spirit.• 
Mentally stimulating activites delay • 
progression.

2009 Proud Sponsors

We’re on the home front in 
your fi ght against Alzheimer’s 

disease and dementia.

Our professional caregivers are ready 
to provide the one-on-one care to 
keep you or your loved one safe, 

healthy and content.

Paid Advertisement

Assistance
1-866-4-LivelnTM

COUNTDOWN TO 
MEMORY WALK!

Assistance

Community Events    

September
27 | Breast cancer benefit
The Breast Cancer Resource Centers of Texas will host 
its 14th Annual Champagne Brunch and Auction, 
emceed by CBS 42 KEYE news anchor Judy Maggio. Rue 
McClanahan of the “Golden Girls” will serve as guest 
speaker and share her story on surviving breast cancer. 
Renaissance Austin Hotel, 9721 Arboretum Blvd.
10:30 a.m. • $85, sponsorships from $250-$10,000 
904-9928 • www.bcrc.org

29 | Storytime
Children are invited to attend “Toddler Storytime” (18 
months to 3 years old) and “Preschool Storytime” (3 to 
5 years old) at the North Village Branch Library. 
North Village Branch Library, 2505 Steck Ave.
10:15 a.m. for “Toddler Storytime” and 11 a.m. for 
“Preschool Storytime” • 974-9960 
www.austinlibrary.com

October
6 | National Night Out 
Residents can join in preventing crime, drugs and 
violence in their neighborhood during the event 
hosted by Austin Police and the Travis County Sheriff's 
Department. 
Chinatown Center, 10901 N. Lamar Blvd.  
5-7 p.m. • Free • 974-4900 

9 | 3rd Annual Awareness of Crime
The North Austin Coalition of Neighborhoods will host 
a crime prevention march and festival, featuring food 
and children's events.
March will begin at the corner of Rundberg Lane and 
Lamar Boulevard. 
6-8 p.m. • 801-2327 • stevie@steviekbear.com

10 | Free oil change for single moms 
The Hill Country Bible Church in northwest Austin 
invites single moms to get a free oil change at local 
Christian Brothers Automotive stores. Volunteers will 
also provide free car washes, and refreshments will 
be available. 
Pre-registration is required.
Christian Brothers Automotive, 12014 N. RM 620 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. • Free • 331-2244 • www.hcbc.com

14 | Membership drive luncheon
Travis County’s Professional Association of Health Care 
Office Management will hold a membership drive 
luncheon, featuring live entertainment and guest 
speaker Dr. Philip H. Mandel, an author, speaker and 
principal of Phil Mandel and Associates. The deadline to 
register is Oct. 1. RSVP to pahcom@tcms.com.
The Commons at the University of Texas J.J. Pickle 
Campus, 10100 Burnet Road, Ste. 137
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. • vadamson@austinid.net or 
jdayton@cpsurgeons.com

23-24 and 30-31| Haunted house
The Anderson Mill Limited District will turn its 
Community Center into a haunted house. The event is 
recommended for children ages 10 years old and older.
Anderson Mill Limited District Community Center,
11500 El Salido Parkway
7-11 p.m. each night • $5 admission • 258-4104
www.andersonmill-limited.org 

24 | Eighth Annual Market Days
The public can participate in a silent auction, raffle 
prizes and a shopping market at the Balcones Country 
Club Women’s Association’s Eighth Annual Market 
Days. Proceeds from the event will be donated to a 
Westwood High School scholarship fund. 
Balcones Country Club, 8600 Balcones Club Drive
10 a.m.-4 p.m. • Free • 219-9500 
www.balconescountryclub.com 

technology. Perry said the investment will 
help create an “energy-saving solution for 
computer resources.” The company was 
selected for the grant by a 17-member 
advisory committee of high-tech leaders, 
entrepreneurs and research experts. Visit 
www.emergingtechfund.com. 

8 Comfort food
Southern Hospitality Catering and 
Dining, which specializes in Southern 
soul food, recently opened at 7801 N. 
Lamar Blvd., Ste. A-138. The restaurant 
is owned locally and serves traditional 
dishes such as chicken and dumplings, 
chicken fried steak and gumbo. Call 458-
4679 or visit www.sohosfoods.us/home. 

9 Chicken time
A new restaurant serving fresh chicken 
cooked in 100 percent peanut oil, 
homemade onion rings and coleslaw 
opened late August at 10515 N. MoPac, 
Ste. A-155. Bob and Mike’s Chicken also 
offers gourmet chocolate chip brownies 
and freshly brewed green tea. Call 244-
2536 or visit 
www.bobandmikes.com. 

10 Gold rush
If It’s Gold It’s Sold, a business that buys 
gold, diamonds and jewelry, recently 
opened at 11655 Research Blvd., Ste. D. 
The business buys items such as wedding 
bands, dental gold, broken necklaces and 
Rolex watches. The business has another 
location in north Dallas. Call 338-4653 or 
visit www.ifitsgolditssold.com. 

11 Video game developer 
Trion World Network, a privately owned 
video game developing company, has 
leased more than 24,000 sq. ft. of office 
space at The Avallon, 10814 Jollyville Road, 
but officials have not disclosed for what the 
space will be used. The company’s main 
studio is in Redwood City, Calif., but it 
has a location in San Diego as well as a 
technology studio already in Austin. Visit 
www.trionworld.com.

12 Dog grooming
Dirty Dog, a locally owned business 
offering full-service grooming and self-
service grooming, opened mid-August at 
8108 Mesa Drive, Ste. A-102. Full-service 
grooming is by appointment only, but 
walk-in service is available to dog owners 
wanting to bathe their pets in the store. 
This is the fourth Dirty Dog location in 
Austin. Call 342-8399 or visit 
www.dirty-dog.com. 

13 Healthcare training
A Florida-based company, Express 
Training Services, opened its first 
Texas office in Austin recently at 12636 
Research Blvd., Ste. B-103. The business 
offers classes that provide training for 
people who want to start a career in the 
healthcare field. The Austin location is 
currently offering two classes, which 
are taught by credentialed professionals. 

The business is approved by the Texas 
Workforce Commission. Call 501-2754 or 
visit www.expresstrainingservices.com. 

14 Treat your face
Rejuvenescence, a facial rejuvenation 
spa, is opening Oct. 5 at 11673 Jollyville 
Road, Ste. 202. The clinic will combine 
acupuncture and microcurrent, which 
sends tiny electrical currents to naturally 
rejuvenate skin in a non-invasive manner, 
said Anna Krol, the owner of the clinic. 
Call 367-9315 or visit 
www.rejuvenescenceaustin.com.

New management
Simon Property Group Inc. named a new 
assistant general manager to oversee The 
Domain, The Domain office space and 
the Arboretum. Jeremy Strife accepted 
the position, and Rick Hart was named 
area director of business development for 
The Domain, The Arboretum, Lakeline 
Mall and Barton Creek Square. Visit 
www.simon.com.
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Business Profile    Roosters Men's Grooming Center

Owner Joe Grondin shaves a customer.
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By Melissa Mixon
Before entering, there are a few things 

you should know about Roosters Men’s 
Grooming Center, a modern-day barber-
shop in northwest Austin where men can 
get their hair cut, styled, washed or colored.

Number one, this is not your grand-
father’s barbershop. Shaves include a 
deep-cleansing facial massage, moistur-
izing lotions and, like most places, a hot 

steamed towel.
Number two, the center does not have 

the quick, in-and-out service that leaves 
you with the same clipper-up-the-side cut.

“You’re treated with TLC, you’re not 
hurried out and you’re not a number,” 
said Joe Grondin, the founder and CEO of 
Roosters, which has 27 locations nation-
wide and is headquartered at the northwest 
Austin Anderson Arbor location.

Still, do not let that talk of TLC make 
you think that Grondin, or his shops, 
are soft.

The shops have wood paneling and 
hardwood floors. Customers sit in large, 
black barber chairs and each one is offered 
a coffee, water or beer when they arrive. 

As for Grondin, the 59-year-old Michi-
gan native started 15 of the company’s 
centers by living in an R.V. for five years. 
During that time he traveled everywhere 
from Las Vegas to Charlotte, N.C., before 
he stopped in Texas in 2006. After open-
ing stores here, he decided to stay when he 
realized the state “isn’t just tumbleweeds 
and a John Wayne movie.”   

Grondin is blunt and unapologetic 
about old-school barbers who say he is 
doing things the wrong way by offering 
fancier services, like facials, and charging 
more for cuts.

He believes he is filling a void in men’s 
hair services, which, he said, suffered in 

the late 1970s and 1980s when discount 
haircut stores offering mediocre services 
cropped up around the country.

“The hole in the industry was that no 
one was taking care of the men,” he said.

Around that time, Grondin had already 
been working with his brother as a barber 
and co-owner of Grondin’s Hair Center, 
which has dozens of locations in Michigan.

Grondin worked alongside his brother 
for almost 20 years, but decided to sell his 
portion of their shared hair centers and try 
retirement in the 1990s. He built a modest 
strip center in a small Michigan town and 
planned to live off the rent he collected.

However, after one unit was left vacant 
in the strip center, Grondin and his son, 
Aaron, decided to open their own men’s 
hair salon.

“We took that and started what is now 
Roosters,” he said. 

The first year the store was open, 
Grondin said the business barely made it. 
They charged more than other places and, 
because of the name, some women initially 
came in asking to buy fried chicken. 

But soon it caught on that the haircuts 
and service at Roosters were good, Gron-
din said, and by the third year he and his 
son had more business than they could 
handle.

The two franchised the business in 2003 
and, just this year, merged with a market-

ing and supply company that they hope 
will help them expand into places like 
England, Ireland and Dubai. 

Grondin said unlike some barbers, he 
has adjusted with the changing hairstyles.  

“The first guy that came in and said, 'I 
want a fauxhawk,' I said, ‘What the [heck] 
is that?’” Grondin said.

He figured it out and did the cut.

Bachelor parties
Instead of hitting up the bars or clubs, some 
men are choosing to have their bachelor party 
at Roosters. The center has been rented out to 
grooms and their groomsmen the night before 
their wedding or morning of. The men get a nice 
shave and a haircut, Grondin said.

“We do them together and don’t harass them 
so they can have good man-time without the 
women,” he said.

“Every service here is geared toward the man,” 
Grondin said.

Roosters Men’s Grooming Center
13343 N. US 183, Ste. 215 • 331-2771
www.roostersmgc.com

N

Pond Springs Rd.

Anderson Mill Rd.
183
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Martial art definitions 

Self-defense classes offer students techniques in 
protecting one's self in case of an attack. 

Wushu, meaning martial art in Chinese, stems from 
two characters: wu, meaning martial or military, 
and shu, meaning skill or method. It is more 
specific than kung fu, which refers to great skill.

Taekwondo, a 
Korean martial 
art, is the world's 
most popular 
martial art in 
terms of number 
of practitioners. 
In Korean, 
taekwondo is 
loosely translated 
as "the way of 
the foot and 
fist" or "the way 
of kicking and 
punching."

Tukong Moosul is based on the distance theory. 
The practice has training in four areas: throwing, 
punching, kicking and weapons.

Kuk Sool is a comprehensive martial arts system 
derived from the rich and varied martial arts 
techniques and traditions that have arisen in Korea 
through the ages. It is not a sport or a self-defense 
method. Kuk Sool is a martial art dedicated to the 
cultivation of physical and mental strength and 
well-being, and to the preservation of traditional 
Korean martial arts. 

Kung fu, in Chinese, refers to any individual 
accomplishment or skill cultivated through long 
and hard work. In America, the word has become 
synonymous with martial arts.

Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, derived from the Japanese 
martial art of Kodokan Judo in the early 20th 
century, is a martial art and combat sport focusing 
on grappling and ground fighting. It promotes 
the principle that a smaller, weaker person can 
successfully defend themselves against a bigger, 
stronger assailant using leverage and proper 
technique. 

Karate is a martial art 
developed in Okinawa, Japan, 
characterised as a striking art 
using punching, kicking, knee 
and elbow strikes and open-
handed techniques such as 
knife-hands, better-known as 
the karate chop.
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1  Aim & Focus Karate 
8863 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 104 • 257-8552 
www.aimandfocus.com 
In 2007, the owners formed the Aim and Focus 
Foundation, a nonprofit organization which raises 
money to support its students. 
 
2  Austin Karate Academy 
9308 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 600 • 335-5425 
www.austinkarateacademy.com
Its Martial Arts programs include open-hand and 
-feet techniques, weapons, sparring and self-
defense measures. 
 
3  Austin Wingtsun Academy 
12636 Research Blvd., Ste. 202 • 707-2982 
www.austinwt.com 
This martial arts school teaches kung fu and self 
defense classes.   
 
4  Impact Martial Arts 
12200 Research Blvd., Ste. 200 • 257-3333 
www.austinimpact.net
Open about eight years, Impact Martial Arts, with 
programs incorporating elements from several 

martial arts, is owned by Greg Fisher, a fourth 
degree black belt. 
 
5  International Shaolin Wushu 
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 116 • 771-4404 
www.artofshaolin.com, 
www.internationalshaolinaustin.com 
The only school in Austin teaching the current 
curriculum of the Shaolin Temple, International 
Shaolin Wushu teaches children and adults. 
 
6  Kuk Sool Won of Austin 
13584 Pond Springs Road • 258-7373 
www.kswnaustin.com 
Open for eight years in this location, Kuk Sool 
Won of Austin is a black belt school teaching ages 
6 to 60. 
 
7  Master Yi Tukong Martial Arts 
10435 Burnet Road, Ste. 110 • 339-2467 
www.masteryi.com
The Tukong Academy offers classes in Tukong 
Moosul as well as combat training, self defense and 
Ip Sun (T'ai-chi). 
 

8  North Austin TaeKwonDo Plus 
12233 RR 620, Ste. 109 • 918-8025 
www.northaustintkd.com
North Austin TaeKwonDo Plus, which has been 
located in the same shopping center for 10 years, is 
locally owned by Martin Aherne, an instructor with 
ITA certifications in Extreme Form, Korean Sword, 
HanMuDo, Tactical Short Stick and Gracie Jiu-Jitsu. 
 
  9  North Austin T'ai Chi 
5301 Duval Road • 461-0389 
www.northaustintaichi.com 
Open since 2003, this martial arts establishment 
teaching T'ai Chi for stress relief and health, is locally 
owned by Kade Green. 
 
10 Texas Black Belt Karate 
12129 RR 620, Ste. 530 • 258-1201
Dawn Messer and Cole Messer opened Texas Black 
Belt Karate, a family-owned business, at this location 
six years ago. Taekwondo classes start at pre-K, and 
there is an after-school pick up program. It also has a 
location in Pflugerville. 
 
11 Third Coast Martial Arts 
8108 Mesa Drive, Ste. C-101 • 302-5425 
http://thirdcoastmartialarts.com 
Taekwondo, mixed martial arts and self-defense 
classes are taught at Third Coast Martial Arts. It also 
offers after-school martial arts classes, with pick up 
from Hill Elementary, Doss Elementary and Murchison 
Middle School. 

12  Trainer's Elite Mixed Martial Arts Austin 
9225 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 105 • 335-0800 
www.trainerselitemma.com 
Locally owned by Sean Cooper, this school teaches 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and mixed martial arts and has been 
open for almost two years.
 
13 Vandry Brazilian Jiu Jitsu 
8650 Spicewoods Springs Road, Ste. 145 • 585-1289 
Spicewood Springs Shopping Center 
www.austinbjj.com
Vandry Brazilian Jiu Jitsu is headed by William Vandry, 
an accomplished second degree black belt.

Martial   
Arts 

in

northwest 
Austin

4

While we have attempted to find all of the 
martial arts schools in the Northwest Austin 
distribution area, we may have missed one. If 
you believe we have left off a business, contact 
nwanews@impactnews.com.
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ServicePlan2020 is a comprehensive analysis of the 
Capital Metro bus system to provide a road map for 
growth over the next 10 years.

“The benefit of the ServicePlan2020 study is that it 
truly is a holistic evaluation of our system, and the 
resulting recommendations will help us design better 

routes and services for the region,” said Todd Hem-
ingson, Capital Metro vice president of planning and 
strategic development.

Two service plans have been prepared for Capital 
Metro to implement service modifications. The first fo-
cuses on productivity, which would reallocate resourc-

By Tiffany Young
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Route 383 Research and 392 Braker

Routes 142 Metric Flyer, 174 N. Burnet Limited,  
240 Parkfield and 243 Wells Branch

Route PRC Pickle Research Campus (652) 

Current 
Route 383 provides all-day local north/south service between 
Northwest Park and Ride at Lakeline Station and North Lamar 
Transfer Center via US 183, the Arboretum and Great Hills Trail. 

Route 392 provides all-day local east/west service between the 
Pavilion Park and Ride and Tech Ridge Park and Ride via Braker Lane 
serving several public schools, J.J. Pickle Research Center and the 
Arboretum. Weekend service operates to the Arboretum only, with 
no service to Pavilion Park & Ride or along Jollyville Road. 

Productivity and coverage alternative  
To provide better coverage, the routes would reduce travel time and 
reduce duplication with unproductive service.

Changes
Modify Route 383 to operate via current Route 392 on Jollyville • 
Road between Arboretum Market and Pavilion Park & Ride
At the north end of Route 382, operate via Lake Creek Parkway, • 
Lakeline Mall Drive, Pecan Park Boulevard and South Lakeline 
Boulevard in both directions 
End Route 392 at Arboretum Market and operate via the current • 
weekend route
Operate Route 392 every 30 minutes during peak periods and • 
every 45 minutes midday on weekdays
Discontinue Route 392 weekend service• 

Current 
Route 142 provides peak-period, peak-direction flyer service 
between Parmer Lane and Metric Boulevard and downtown via 
Rundberg Lane/Lamar Boulevard, UT and the Capitol. It makes no 
stops while traveling on IH 35 and limited stops between 15th and 
11th streets.

Route 174 provides all-day limited stop service, except at night, 
between downtown, UT and St. David’s North Austin Medical 
Center via the North Lamar Transit Center. During midday, service is 
provided only for the north segment between the medical center 
and the transit center. No weekend service is provided.

Route 240 provides all-day local feeder service between the 
North Lamar Transit Center and St. David’s North Austin Medical 
Center. No weekend or night service is provided.

Route 243 provides all-day, bi-directional feeder service between 
the Long Vista business park and the Tech Ridge Park and Ride. 

Productivity and coverage alternative  
These routes are indirect and duplicative. By consolidating these 
routes, commuter service could be expanded to more productive 
areas and unproductive route segments could be discontinued.

Proposed
Replace most of Route 240 with a new route (343) to operate • 
between Tech Ridge Park & Ride and North Lamar Transit Center.
Discontinue Route 174. The ridership to downtown is sparse • 
and could be handled by Route 101. The ridership along North 
Burnet Road could be covered by Route 3 and the new Route 343. 
Ridership from St. David’s would be handled by Route 343 and the 
revised Route 1.
Revise Route 142 to replace Route 240 along West Parmer Lane and • 
Amherst Drive
Route 142 would no longer serve the Lamplight Village segment, • 
north of Parmer Lane
Discontinue Route 243 and replace the segment between Tech • 
Ridge and Howard Lane with new Route 343

Current 
This route provides service between UT and the J.J. Pickle Research 
Center, operating via a one-way loop on campus and through the 
research center campus, while serving MCC Drive on northbound 
trips weekdays until about 8 p.m.

Productivity alternative
Route PRC has low productivity and a limited draw area—meaning • 
increases in ridership are unlikely. The PRC route would be 
combined with Route FW. During peak hours, Route FW would 
extend a bus to Pickle Research Campus every 30 minutes. During 
off-peak times, Route FW would extend a bus to Pickle every 60 
minutes.
The planned Burnet BRT (Route 3) could replace Route PRC upon • 
initiation.

Coverage alternative  
• No changes are recommended.

Transportation Report    Capital Metro's 2020 Service Plan

Some of the recommendations for northwest 
Austin are:

Routes north of the Arboretum would be consolidated to • 
simplify route structure and improve feeder access to the 
MetroRail Red Line.
Bus commuter services would be adjusted to demand once the • 
Red Line begins.
Several less productive routes would be consolidated to retain • 
coverage at a lower cost.
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Since her Lap-Band surgery 
in February 2008, D’Anne 
has lost more than 80 
pounds. She no longer takes 
blood pressure medicine, and 
her sleep apnea is gone.

Individual patient results vary.

The 10 surgeons of  Southwest Bariatric Surgeons personally  
provide follow-up care to their patients to make sure they are  

healthy and losing weight successfully. 

Limited Time Offer – Save $1000
Have weight loss surgery by Nov. 16, 2009, and you’ll SAVE $1000 (or more) off  

the surgery fee if your insurance will not cover the procedure. (Initial procedures only.)

Weight Loss Surgery could transform your life.  
But the procedure alone won’t get you there.

A Healthy 

HealthyLife
Relationship

for a

Online seminar anytime at www.SouthwestBariatric.com 
Register at www.SouthwestBariatric.com or call 512.334.1885

Lap-Band  •  ReaLize Band  •  GastRic Bypass  •  sLeeve GastRectomy

LeaRn moRe at a FRee seminaR
Thursday, Oct. 1, 6:30 pm 
St. David’s Medical Ctr, Austin

Saturday, Oct. 3, 10:30 am 
Hilton Austin Airport

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 6:30 pm 
Round Rock Medical Center
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Neighborhood Dining    Molcas Mexican Restaurant

Miguel Becerra, owner
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A cardiology
Practice

         with a new perspective

The Heart Clinic of Austin, PA
11673 Jollyville Road | Suite 205-B
Austin, TX 78759
(512) 345-8888 | www.heartclinicofaustin.com
Evening and weekend hours available. We accept Medicare/Medicaid and 
most Major insurance Plans.

Knowledge...Not Fear.

Prevention.    Diagnosis.     Treatment.
State of the Art Cardiology Care in a Non-Hospital Setting

Jeffrey B. Michel, MD FACC

By Kathryn Eakens
Just over a year ago, Miguel Becerra was 

able to start his own restaurant. 
After seven years of working in other 

restaurateurs’ establishments, Becerra 
opened Molcas Mexican Restaurant in 
May 2008 at 8127 Mesa Drive.

“I always wanted to own my own 
restaurant,” Becerra said. “I spent two 
years looking for the right location—from 
Lakeway to Round Rock to Buda.”

Becerra said he chose the location off 
Spicewood Springs in northwest Austin 
for the people, and over the past year Mol-
cas has accumulated its share of regular 
customers. 

“Some of them come in two or three 
times a week,” Becerra said. 

Janet Wenzel and her family have been 
frequent customers at Molcas since the 
restaurant opened, eating there about 
once a week. 

“I feel so fortunate to have it in our 
neighborhood because I feel it is some of 
the best Mexican food I’ve had in Austin. 
What really impressed me about Mol-
cas is how fresh everything tastes. It’s 
hard to narrow down my favorite dish,” 
Wenzel said. “The enchiladas are fan-
tastic. I also really like the chalupas and 
tortilla soup. I’m also very critical about 
my frozen margaritas, and I’ve been very 
impressed with theirs—they are always 
perfectly frozen.”

The restaurant offers a number of rea-
sons to keep regulars like Wenzel coming 
back. Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Molcas offers a variety of enchi-
lada and taco lunch specials ($6.75). 

The Enchiladas Rojas comes with two 
chicken or ground beef enchiladas topped 
with ranchero sauce and Jack cheese, and 
the Taco Plate includes two soft or crispy 
tacos with a choice of beef or shredded 
chicken, served with lettuce, tomatoes 
and cheese. 

For the best of both worlds, the Molcas 
Plate includes one enchilada with chili 
con carne sauce and one crispy taco. Each 
plate is served with rice and beans and 

includes an iced tea for dine-in customers. 
And for those who can’t wait until 

lunch to get their Mexican food fix, Mol-
cas also serves breakfast from 7 to 11 a.m. 
Monday through Friday and until 3 p.m. 
on weekends.

Breakfast items include huevos ranche-
ros ($6.25), migas ($5.99) and a variety of 
breakfast tacos ($2.75 for two). 

“All our tortillas are made by hand,” 
Becerra said. “Some restaurants’ tortillas 
are made from scratch, but they still use a 
machine [to form and cook the tortillas]. 
Ours are all done by hand.”

Becerra said most of the restaurant’s 
recipes have been passed down through 
family, many of whom work in the restau-
rant with him.   

“Right now I spend most of my time 
in the kitchen making sure everything is 
perfect,” he said. “The best part about own-
ing my own restaurant is when people tell 
me how much they enjoy the food. They 
always say to never change the recipes.”

Happy hour
Daily 2:30-7 p.m.
$1.50 domestic beers
$2 import beers
$2.99 margaritas
$4.99 Mexican martinis
$4.99 mojitos

Half-price appetizers are also offered during 
happy hour. 

Molcas is named for the molcajete, the Mexican 
version of the mortar and pestle tool. Made 
of stone, the molcajete is used for grinding 
various food products, such as spices, as well as 
preparing salsas.

Molcas Mexican Restaurant
8127 Mesa Drive, Ste. B-200 • 535-4923
www.molcasmexicanrestaurant.com
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Locally handcrafted confections 
made to your order and

dressed to impress 
your business 

associates.
 

Order early..
. 

Holiday 
Corporate 

Gifts!

Delicious 
Best Wishes

Visit one of our convenient locations:
5330 Airport Blvd  •  38th & Lamar  • Barton Creek Mall  •  Lakeline Mall  

620 & IH35 in Round Rock  •  Prime Outlet in San Marcos - in the Food Court

Visit us online:  www.lammes.com or Call 310-1885

Lammes_ComImpact_9-09.indd   1 9/1/09   5:58:50 PM
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Why Buy a Certifi edPreowned.com Vehicle?
•   Thoroughly Inspected and 

Detailed Vehicles
•    100,000 Mile Comprehensive 

Manufacturer Backed Warranties
• HUGE Selection
• Inventory Updated Nightly

• Multiple Photos
• Detailed Information
•  eBrochures with Detailed Information
• Online Payment Calculator
• Online Secure Credit Applications
• Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

 *Not quite enough room below to list all our vehicles. Check out our massive inventory online today!

Why Buy a CertifiedPreowned.com Vehicle?y Buy a CertifiedPreerfifiiBW PPfifi VeVVmmocdenwwoePPrPddefifitCW odwnooPPPefit dBBWhW CWWWWWWWWhhhyyyyyy BBBBuuyyyyy aaa eeeWWWhhhhhy BBBBBuuuuuyyyy aaaa CCeeerrtt

Certifi edPreowned.com      913-3960

AUDI
2008 A4 2.0T 12699 miles $30,555 C
2008 A4 2.0T 11649 miles $30,555 C
2006 A6 3.2Q 37323 miles $30,888 C
2006 TT 225 ROADSTER 36147 miles $31,888 C
2007 CABRIOLET 2.0TQ 29027 miles $32,555 C
2008 TT 2.0T COUPE 8330 miles $34,555 C
2008 TT 250 COUPE 26685 miles $38,775 C
2009 A4 3.2Q PREM+ 10044 miles $39,888 C
2008 A6 3.2Q 11356 miles $43,550 C
2009 A4 2.0TQ PREST. 6165 miles $43,995 C
BMW
2004 3-SERIES 48711 miles $17,995
2006 BMW 330I SEDAN 52079 miles $22,900
2006 BMW X5 4.8I 32462 miles $39,995
BUICK
1999 CENTURY 48532 miles $5,995

CHRYSLER
2006 PT CRUISER TOUR 51967 miles $6,995
2006 PT CRUISER LTD 56274 miles $7,995
HUMMER
2007 H3 LUXURY 34643 miles $21,900
JEEP
2009 WRANGLER X 2139 miles $22,888
LEXUS
2008 LEXUS IS-F 4 DR 20035 miles $45,888
LINCOLN
2007 MKZ SEDAN 44461 miles $20,400
MAZDA
2006 RX-8 17803 miles $15,995
MERCEDES-BENZ
2007 C-CLASS 30663 miles $20,995
2005 SLK350 ROADSTER 20414 miles $27,775
2006 M.BENZ SL55 AMG 14835 miles $54,888

PORSCHE
2001 BOXSTER 49748 miles $18,995
2002 911 CARRERA 39860 miles $35,995 C
2006 BOXSTER S 34881 miles $35,995
SAAB
2004 9-5 64993 miles 10599
2007 9-5 AREO 39718 miles 18926 C
SATURN
2004 ION-2 43939 miles $6,995
2006 ION 41966 miles $7,995
SUBARU
2002 LEGACY SEDAN 89063 miles $4,995
2006 LEGACY SP ED 44571 miles $11,995 C
2005 LEGACY WAGON   38392 miles $12,995 C
2008 IMPREZA I 11472 miles $15,995 C
2009 FORESTER PR PKG      7105 miles $21,995 C
2009 IMPREZA WAGON 6437 miles $22,995 C

VOLKSWAGEN
2003 PASSAT 90763 miles $7,995
2005 PASSAT SEDAN 126296 miles $9,495
2004 JETTA GLS 2.0 A 74102 miles $9,600
2004 NEW BEETLE CONV 78551 miles $9,995
2007 JETTA WFBG 5SPD 44521 miles $15,700
VOLVO
2004 S80 2.9 ASR 52152 miles $13,825
2005 XC90 61938 miles $17,495 C
2008 S40 SR ALLOYS 18013 miles $17,495 C
2005 S40I ASR NAV 52079 miles $17,800 C
2007 S60 2.5T A   20272 miles $17,900 C
2006 S60 2.5T ASR SP   42788 miles $17,900 C
2006 S60 2.5T ASR   44714 miles $18,300 C
2006 S40 T5 ASR   47179 miles $18,300 C
2006 S40I ASR   33646 miles $18,325 C
2008 S40I ASR   12553 miles $22,900 C

$34,555 2008 Audi TT 2.0T Coupe $21,995 2009 Subaru Forester Premium Package $17,800 2005 Volvo S401 ASR NAV$34 55555555555555$34,5555534 555534,5$$ 5555555555555 2008 AuAuAuAA ddidididididi TTTT TTT 2.0T Coupe

At the Capitol    News from the Texas Legislature By Patrick Brendel

All automobile passengers must wear • seat 
belts, no matter their age or where they are 
seated. Violations carry fines of up to $200.

Children under 8 years old (unless they are • 
more than 4 feet 9 inches tall) must use 
booster seats in automobiles. Warnings will 
be given until June 2010; afterward, fines 
of $25 will be issued. Second offenses carry 
fines of $250.

Teenagers must pass a driving skills test, in • 
addition to a written test, to obtain a driver’s 
license.

Drivers under the age of 18 cannot use cell • 
phones while driving. Violators face a fine of 
up to $200.

Penalties are increased for people driving • 
with suspended licenses or without insurance 
and for unlicensed or uninsured drivers 
causing injury or death in an accident.

Motorcyclists must complete certified • 
training courses and cannot carry a 
passenger younger than 5 years old unless 
the passenger is in a sidecar.

Drunk-driving suspects with a history of DWI • 
offenses cannot refuse blood tests by law 
enforcement.

Golf carts cannot be used on public roadways • 
unless drivers are on beaches, traveling to 
golf courses or driving on roads with posted 
speed limits of 35 miles per hour or less.

Neighborhood electric vehicles can operate • 
on roads with posted speed limits of 45 
miles per hour or less. Licensed drivers can 
operate the vehicles without a motorcycle 
endorsement. Drivers and passengers do not 
have to wear helmets.

New Texas residents can drive for 90 days • 
without a Texas license. This provision went 
into effect June 19.

Fines for parking violations at the state • 
Capitol are increased to $25, and late fees are 
increased to $5.As of Sept. 1, Texas motorists must 

hang up their cell phones in school zones 
or risk facing a $200 fine.

This spring, state legislators passed 
a law prohibiting motor vehicle driv-
ers from using mobile communications 
devices while in active school zones, 
unless the driver is using a hands-free 
device, such as a headset, or the vehicle 
is stopped.

Others exempted from the law include 
drivers making emergency calls to emer-
gency response services, hospitals, fire 
departments, health clinics, doctors, law 
enforcement or for first aid treatment. The 

Cell phone use prohibited in school zones
law does not apply to emergency respond-
ers using devices for official reasons or to 
drivers using radio frequency devices.

Different government entities are 
responsible for posting warning signs 
that state, “Cell phone use prohibited/
Up to $200 fine.” The signs will typi-
cally be placed below school zone speed 
limit signs.

According to text of the legislation, a 
driver cannot be found guilty of violat-
ing the law if the incident occurred in a 
school zone that does not have the proper 
warning signs.

On Nov. 3, Texas residents will have the opportunity to vote on 11 constitutional amendments 
approved by state legislators this spring. For a detailed breakdown of each amendment, visit 
the House Research Organization’s website, www.hro.house.state.tx.us. 

To participate in the election, residents must register to vote by Oct. 5. Voters can apply for 
ballots by mail through Oct. 27. Early voting runs from Oct. 19-30. Travis County residents can 
obtain voter registration applications at the Travis County Tax Office, located at 5501 Airport 
Blvd. Call 854-9473 or visit www.traviscountytax.org/goVotersRegistration.do.

Nov. 3 election information

CELL PHONE
USE

PROHIBITED
UP TO $200 FINE

CELL PHONE
USE

PROHIBITED

Other rules of the road: State laws that went into effect Sept. 1

UP TO $200 FINE

Download a complete list of new laws related 
to driving from the Texas Department of Public 
Safety’s website. The list is located at www.txdps.
state.tx.us/director_staff/public_information/
pr081109.pdf
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Travis County's proposed budget is fo-
cused on maintaining its current level of 
services, with any increases in the budget 
being a result of contractual obligations, 
said Rodney Rhoades, executive manager 
of planning and budget.

“Short of [pre-existing obligations], 
it’s pretty much a zero-growth budget,” 
Rhoades said.

On Sept. 29, Travis County’s 2010 pre-
liminary budget is scheduled for adop-
tion by the Commissioners Court.

“We focused primarily on three things: 
we wanted to minimize any service-level 
reductions to the citizens, we have been 
really pushing for efficiencies throughout 
the current programs within the organi-
zation and we really wanted to take care 
of our existing workforce through avoid-

County Notes    Budgets By Tiffany Young and Melissa Mixon

Williamson County managed to keep 
a bare-bones budget while also adding 
eight new positions and giving more 
money to employees’ retirement and 
health care, said Ashlie Koenig, the 
county’s budget officer.

The county approved its $121.2 mil-
lion budget for 2009-10, along with an 
increased tax rate of 48.99 cents per $100 
of property value, on Aug. 24. The tax 
rate is up from last year’s rate of 46.83 
cents—meaning that residents of average 
value homes could pay up to $31.71 more 
this year on their tax bills.

The budget is about $2 million less 
than last year’s budget and is $7 million 
less than what was originally requested 
by county department heads.

“There were almost $128 million in 

ing layoffs,” Rhoades said.
In February, the Commissioners Court 

asked that the tax rate remain at or near 
the effective tax rate. The preliminary bud-
get includes a tax rate 3 percent above the 
effective tax rate at $0.4215 per $100 of ap-
praised property value. Travis Central Ap-
praisal District’s chief appraiser projects 
the total property value to increase from 
$95.07 billion in fiscal year 2009 to $98.36 
billion in fiscal year 2010, which includes 
$2.93 billion in new property.

Given economic conditions, resources 
were not used for any increases in com-
pensation to employees, including elected 
officials' salaries, rank and file employees, 
step increases, retiree cost-of-living ad-
justments and market salary surveys.

requests and we cut those down substan-
tially,” Koenig said. “The major drivers 
were really on the employer’s side. It was 
healthcare costs and retirement, things 
that were beyond their control.”

Big cuts in the budget included: 
$150,000 that would have gone toward 
constructing a building for an EMS ve-
hicle at the Sam Bass Fire District fire sta-
tion near Round Rock, $50,000 in savings 
by dropping the county’s membership to 
the Austin-San Antonio Intermunicipal 
Commuter Rail District and $133,000 
in savings that would have been used 
for purchasing four new vehicles for the 
county’s four constable offices.

Williamson County approved budget

Breakdown:
2009-10 budget: $451.8 million• 
2008-09 tax rate: 41.31 cents per $100 of property value• 
2009-10 tax rate: 42.15 cents per $100 of property value*• 
Impact to homeowners: The tax bill for owners of an average value home of $287,732 will be $970.23 • 
(with homestead exemption)—$42.26 more than last year’s average tax bill.*

Where the money is going:
The county’s retirement contribution will increase by $1.58 million from 10.71 percent of salary to 11.44 • 
percent of salary, to maintain the same level of retirement benefits for its employees.
A reserve of $1 million for expected fuel and utilities increases is included in the preliminary budget.• 
$648,945 is recommended by the Planning and Budget Office for nine positions to complete staff • 
requirements for the Travis County Jail System's Building 12.

For more information, visit www.co.travis.tx.us.

Travis County preliminary budget

Breakdown:
2009-10 budget: $121.2 million• 
2008-09 tax rate: 46.83 cents per $100 of property value• 
2009-10 tax rate: 48.99 cents per $100 of property value• 
Impact to homeowners: The tax bill for owners of an average value home of $183,548 will be • 
$899.38—$31.71 more than last year’s average tax bill.

Where the money is going:
$7 million will go toward the county’s retirement contribution to its employees. Last year, the county • 
paid 10.9 percent and next year it will pay up to 11.4 percent, Koenig said.
$4 million will go to indigent care and health care for county employees• 
$530,258 will go toward filling eight new full-time positions. That amount includes costs of salaries and • 
benefits.

For more information, visit www.wilco.org.*Best available information at time of print

A CONDOMINIUM COMMUNITY

Custom home quality in a low-maintenance townhome setting! Gated community conveniently 
located in the heart of Austin. Private elevator and city view with each 3-story unit, intimate 
outdoor courtyard with each 2-story unit. 4 STAR AUSTIN ENERGY GREEN BUILDING 
CERTIFICATION PENDING. With 4 units left in the 1st phase, Bluffs offers limitless lifestyle for 
a limited time only! Priced from the mid $400s.

You spoke, we listened! Our two newest luxury garden homes prove that Downsizing No Longer 
Means Sacrificing. THE CALLAWAY - Two Master Suites, a Game Room, a Media Room, and a 
3-Car Garage. THE HUNTINGTON - Single Story with Four Bedrooms and Two Covered Porches. 
And all of the homes at the Gardens showcase intimate courtyards with outdoor fireplaces! 
Priced from the $220s to the $300s.

WWW.SPICEWOODDEVELOPMENT.COM

A Lifestyle that’s all about what you want to do …And not about what you have to do!

T H E  U P S I D E  T O  D O W N S I Z I N G

A Northwest Hills Townhome 
Community with City Views

Garden Homes in an exclusive 
gated, low-maintenance golf 
course community.

YOUR CHOICE.
Northwest Hills 
or Round Rock
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BEFORE AFTER

Dermatology

Laser
Resurfacing

Acne
Treatment

Age Spot/
Freckle

Removal

TREATMENT OF HAIR, SKIN AND NAILS
Mole Checks/Skin Cancer • Laser Surgery

Michael H. Coverman, M.D.
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Jennifer J. Jordan, MS, PA-C
Certifi ed Physician Assistant

www.laserskin.com   •   345-9411

15% OFF
Cosmetic Procedures

* not to be combined with other discounts or o� ers.
Expires October 31, 2009

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

1202 Rabbit Hill Rd. (CR 116) 
Georgetown, TX 

Sundays
9:30 am, 11:30 am

1:30 pm (en español), and 6 pm 

georgetown

(in the Summit Christian Academy 
across from Cedar Park High School)

2121 Cypress Creek
Cedar Park, TX

Sundays
10:45 am

cedar park

CelebrationChurchtx.com

one church two locations
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Local History    L.C. Anderson High School

Learn To Dance!Learn To Dance!

By Melissa Mixon
The namesake for L.C. Anderson High 

School has a long and storied past, one 
that goes far from the campus’s current 
location in Austin’s northwest hills and 
into the heart of east Austin during the 
days of racial segregation.

It is a history that may be little-known, 
even to students who currently attend 
the school, but for former students like 
68-year-old Joseph Reid, the school’s 100-
year story is one that has become their 
own.

“Because of what happened to our 
school it brings people together. It’s like 
a family who’s lost a relative,” said Reid, 
co-founder of the Original L.C. Anderson 
Alumni Association. “It’s that one thing 
that will always bind us together no mat-
ter what happens because of the fact that 
there was an Anderson that we attended.”

The Anderson High School that Reid is 
talking about is not the current location 
at 8403 Mesa Drive. From 1954 to 1956, 
Reid, a longtime software developer 
who has worked for NASA as well as the 
private sector, attended one of the four 
locations that Anderson High School 
had in east Austin before it was forced to 
close in the early 1970s.

The high school was initially housed 
at Robertson Hill School, Austin’s first 
school for black students. However, 
Anderson High School later opened at 
Olive and Curve streets as an independent 
campus in 1909.

When the Robertson Hill School closed 
soon after, Anderson became the only 
high school for black students in Austin.

“Everyone went through Anderson to 
get out into life—whether it was going 
to college, getting a job or going into the 
service,” Reid said of black students in 
Austin, including himself. 

The school was named after E.H. 
Anderson, a prominent black educator 
who served as principal at Prairie View 
Normal Institute, now known as Prairie 
View A&M University, until his death in 
1885, according to records provided by 
the Austin school district. Anderson’s 
brother, L.C., became the first principal 
at Anderson High School and served in 
the position for 32 years until his death in 
1938. Two days after he died, the school 
was renamed in his honor.

In the next few years, the school would 
move three times until getting to its final 
east Austin location on Thompson Street.

Reid started at Anderson as a freshman 

in 1954, a time when he and other blacks 
were not allowed to see a picture show at 
the Paramount Theatre or sit at the coun-
ter in drug stores.

To him and other students, Anderson 
was its own community. Black educators 
all knew each other, and many of Reid’s 
teachers also attended Ebenezer Baptist 
Church on east Tenth Street.

“By the time I got to Anderson they all 
knew me before I even hit the campus,” 
he said. 

That same year, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in the landmark case Brown v. 
Board of Education of Topeka, which said 
that states establishing separate public 
schools for black and white students 
denied black students equal opportunities 
to an education.

In 1955, the Austin school district de-
segregated its schools.

Reid transferred to Austin High School 
when he was a junior because he wanted to 
get a head start on experiencing integrated 
classrooms—something that still had not 
happened at Anderson because so few 
white students transferred into the school.

A federal judge ordered Anderson to 
close in 1971 because it was still racially 
segregated. The school closed so quickly, 

Reid said, that provisions about what 
to do with things inside of it were not 
decided.

“It was like locking up the doors and 
going on vacation,” Reid said.

After someone learned that custodi-
ans were destroying school trophies, the 
remaining awards were recovered. They 
are now preserved at the Doris Miller 
Recreation Center operated by the City 
of Austin Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.

Reid said the closing of the school was 
like a “dagger in the heart” to him and 
the generations of students and families 
who attended Anderson.

“I’ve always considered that as the cata-
lyst to what we’ve seen with the decline of 
businesses and continuity of the [east Aus-
tin] community,” he said. “Today there’s 
gentrification and it’s changing again.”

Two years after the school was ordered 
to close, the school district planned to 
open a high school at 8403 Mesa Drive in 
northwest Austin.

At the urging of community members 
and former students, the school was 
named L.C. Anderson High School, in 
honor of the east Austin school.  

The final L.C. Anderson High School in east Austin before it was forced to close in 1971

Joseph Reid, co-founder of the Original L.C. Anderson Alumni Association, and his wife, Gloria, at the 100-year reunion for the school

HURRY! EXPIRES ON 10/23/09

Bring this ad for your choice 
of one free service. Cannot be 
combined with other o� ers.
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- Watch Battery
- Watch Link Removed
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- Ring Sizing 
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Robert P. Wills, MD

Brannon R. Frank, MD

John W. Wages, MD

D. Jonathan Bernardini, MD

Craig DuBois, MD

Laura K. Prewitt-Buchanan, MD

William C. Nemeth, MD

At Austin Pain Associates, we understand that there isn’t just one way to treat pain. In fact, a multidisciplinary approach 
is often the most effective way to get your pain under control. We offer individualized treatment plans that include the 
physical, psychological, and emotional aspects of chronic pain. Our goal is to help you get a handle on your pain and feel 
in control of your life again. 

SOUTH AUSTIN CLINIC
2501 W. William Cannon Dr. 
Suite 401
Austin, Texas 78745

NORTH AUSTIN CLINIC
7307 Creekbluff Drive
Austin, Texas 78750

CEDAR PARK CLINIC
1401 Medical Parkway B
Suite 120
Cedar Park, Texas 78613

www.austinpainassociates.com 
512-416-7246

     NEW!
GEORGETOWN CLINIC
1229 Leander Road
Georgetown, TX 78628

Restaurants
1 Tasty Burgers and More opened in 

the beginning of July. It offers 
hamburgers, breakfast tacos, appetizers, 
jalapeño poppers, chicken quesadillas, 
soft and crispy tacos and different kinds 
of nachos. It is open Monday through 
Friday. Call 785-7797. 

2 DoubleDave's Pizzaworks has a 
daily pizza buffet offering handcrafted 
Peproni Rolls, traditional and specialty 
pizzas. Dessert at the restaurant includes 
homemade chocolate chip pizza, apple 
and cherry strudel and Cinnamonstyxz. 
The location has been open for 10 years, 
and employees say it has become a 
lunch favorite for students and nearby 
technology companies. Pool tables, 
video games and air hockey makes this 
pizzeria a neighborhood hangout. Call 
719-3283 or visit www.doubledaves.com.
 
3 With its dark setting, Canary Roost 

may seem like it does not fit in with its 
surroundings during the day, but by 
night, the bar is a karaoke hotspot. 
Happy hour is from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
every day and specialties are offered 

Community Corridor    Stonehollow Place, 11900 Metric Blvd.
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This busy shopping center located near Austin Community College’s Northridge 
campus and densely populated apartment complexes is bustling during the 
lunch hour thanks to popular dining spots, a bookstore and gas station. Parking 
can be tight during peak hours, especially during the beginning of school 
semesters. A number of local businesses are located here including Café Java, 
Bevo’s ACC Bookstore and Metric Liquors LLC. A Wells Fargo ATM also offers 
convenience to those living nearby. The center is one of the few along Metric 
Boulevard catering to students and young professionals.
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By Melissa Mixon and Tiffany Young

6 Chris Diaz, general manager

9 Metric Liquors L.L.C. 4 Matt Lacey, co-owner

Sunday through Thursday from 3 to 11 
p.m. The bar has several TVs and a pool 
table. Call 836-6360.
 
4 Café Java, owned locally by Matt 

Lacey and Eva Wilbert for 14 years, 
displays eclectic art and has a variety of 
healthy food, gourmet coffee and 
desserts. The café has daily specials and 
entrées including a Swiss mushroom 
burger, veggie tacos and avocado grilled 
cheese. It also serves breakfast all day. Call 
339-7677 or visit www.cafejava.info. Read 
more at more.impactnews.com/712.

Retail
5 Shopper's 1st Choice, a gas station 

carrying everything from your basic 
convenience store needs to perfume and 
baseball caps, is locally owned and has 
kegs for order. Call 833-6977. 

6 Bevo's ACC Bookstore's has been in 
this location since 1999, serving students 
at Austin Community College's 
Northridge campus. The store sells used 
and new books, grade books, calendars, 
daily planners and University of Texas 
apparel. Call 837-9565 or visit www.
bevos.com. 
 
7 Pak Mail, a franchise store that is 

locally owned by John Gomez, offers 
copying, packaging, packaging supplies, 
shipping, gift cards and small gifts. It also 
rents mailboxes to customers and has a 
pick up for the United States Postal 
Service. Call 873-7225 or visit 
www.pakmail.com. 

8 Top Ten Nails & Spa, a full-service 
salon, is owned by Le Le and has been in 
its current location for six years. Services 
include waxing, facials, spa pedicures 
and manicures. Call 339-7299. 
 
9 Khanh Duong and Bryan Smart have 

owned Metric Liquors L.L.C. for the past 
six years. The store has liquor, beer, wine 
and mixers and sells ice. Call 275-0320. 
 
10 Split End, a hair and nail salon, has 
been in this location for 12 years and 
also is owned by Le Le. The salon 
provides cuts, color, perms, facials, waxes 
and hair products. Call 339-4488. 
 
Fine Dry Cleaners has closed and 
moved to a new location at 1466 Grand 
Avenue Parkway in Pflugerville. Call 
989-8855. No leasing information was 
available for this now vacant location.

Austin Community College's 
Northridge campus is 
located at 11928 Stonehollow 
Drive. Architectural and 
engineering computer aided 
design, AutoCad, commercial 
music, land surveying 
technology and photography 
are programs unique to the 
Northridge Campus. ACC's 
Weekend College is also 
available at this site. Visit 
www.austincc.edu/nrg.
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North Suite #300A
512.219.1122

GUN SHOW
PRICES 
EVERYDAY

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE!

10%
OVER COST
on new guns

YOUR DONATIONS ARE REWORKED AND 
SOLD IN OUR STORES. THOSE FUNDS 

HELP SUPPORT JOB SERVICES 
FOR CENTRAL TEXANS 

WITH BARRIERS.
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Advanced pain relief for all 
types of chronic & acute pain.

11111 Research Blvd, Suite 370
(Located in Seton Northwest Hospital Building)

512-795-7575   interventionalpainassociates.com

Regional Report    Abridged stories from our other editions 

Top Stories

Pflugerville A major entertain-
ment destination could move into 
Pflugerville. A large waterpark 
called Blu Bambu is proposed for 
the southwest corner of Pecan 
Street and Toll 130. It could open 
as soon as summer 2010 and is 
expected to attract more than 
300,000 visitors annually.

Much larger than Volente 
Beach Waterpark but smaller 
than Schlitterbahn, Blu Bambu 
waterpark will feature a large 
wave pool, a stage for after-hours 
and off-season concerts, an action 
river, a longer lazy river, eight 
to 10 large water slides, activity 

Waterpark to slide 
into Central Texas

areas for young children, sand 
volleyball courts and covered 
pavilions.

Texas-based entrepreneurs Jim 
Brisco and Steve Hanvey plan to 
begin construction on the $16 
million project in November and 
hope to open the waterpark in 
May 2010. The project timeline is 
still being finalized.

Brisco and Hanvey were ini-
tially considering a location near 
Decker Lake in Austin, but began 
looking seriously at Pflugerville 
when Pflugerville Economic 
Development Director Charles 
Simon approached him.

“This is a great location,” Brisco 
said. “It has great access to the toll 
roads.”
more.impactnews.com/5457

Entrepreneur Jim Brisco 
plans to build a $16 
million waterpark in 
Pflugerville that will attract 
attendees from all over 
Central Texas. Named 
for the world’s fastest-
growing plant, 
Blu Bambu will 
feature water slides, 
wave pools and more.

Blu Bambu Waterpark

Cedar Park The developer be-
hind one of the top-selling subdi-
visions in Central Texas is betting 
that homebuyers will be attracted 
to a strong local brand name.

Waterstone Development 
designed the Avery Ranch 
subdivision in north Austin. 
By all accounts, the 1,800-acre 
master-planned community has 
been a runaway success, which 
is one reason why IBC Bank 
approached the company about 
developing a parcel it owns just 
south of Avery Ranch near the 
intersection of US 183 and Lake-
line Boulevard.

“One of the reasons IBC liked 
us as a developer is [because] we 
have the rights to the Avery Ranch 
name,” said Gary Newman, presi-
dent of land development and 
operations for Waterstone.

Avery Station is a 177-acre, 
$250 million subdivision that 
will eventually be home to about 
700 residential units with prices 
ranging from about $190,000 to 
$450,000.

Developer plans two subdivisions near Avery Ranch

Waterstone is also developing 
another Avery Ranch bookend 
about 3 miles to the east. Pearson 
Place is a 196-acre site that will 
feature 392 homes. About 60 acres 
of the subdivision will be used 
for multifamily housing such as 
apartments or townhouses.

Avery Station and Pearson Place

N

Map not to scale; neighborhood borders are approximate
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Avery Station will include a 
variety of residential options.
Overall, the look and feel of Av-
ery Station will be similar to that 
of Austin’s Mueller development, 
with smaller lots augmented 
with community amenities. 
more.impactnews.com/5327

Central Austin An armada of tiny automobiles is 
bound for downtown this fall. A local nonprofit and 
a giant corporation are hoping the fleet of Smart cars 
changes the way Austinites think about mobility, 
catapulting the city to the forefront of the car-sharing 
movement.

“We need a different kind of transportation. We can’t 
just put all the people on buses and trains,” said Chris-
tian Geiss, marketing and sales manager for Daimler’s 
car2go program in Europe.

In October, car2go is rolling out 200 Smart cars in 
Austin in an attempt to duplicate the success Geiss has 
seen in Germany, where one in 10 residents has signed 
up for car sharing less than three months after the 
program began.

The Austin venture will be car2go’s second project 

and its first foray into North America. After an initial 
pilot period of several months in Austin, car2go plans 
to bring in even more Smart cars to the city and expand 
the program to the public.

“In general there are a lot of untapped markets in 
the U.S. for car sharing. One of the big reasons we are 
launching the project in Austin is to see if cities will be 
open to the concept,” said Nick Cole, who is in charge 
of car2go in North America.

The car2go model works best when participants use 
the cars for short periods of time over short distances, 
in order to keep the market saturated with available 
vehicles. 

Participants in the car2go Austin pilot include the city, 
the Texas Department of State Health Services and busi-
ness partners to be announced in November, Cole said.
more.impactnews.com/5543 El
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Nick Cole, head of car2go in North America

Driving smarter 
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Nonprofit Profile    Youth Partnership for Change

Juan Garcia-Davis, left, and Jaime Herrera do a presentation on the effects of underage drinking.

By Melissa Mixon
Juan Garcia-Davis has seen 

firsthand what alcohol can do 
to a family. He lost a relative to 
liver failure and has seen mar-
riages end and children sepa-
rated as their parents battled 
alcoholism. 

“They realize mentally it’s bad, 
but physically they can’t get out of 
it,” the 18-year-old St. Edward’s 
University freshman said. “I want 
to change that for other people.” 

To do so, Garcia-Davis went to 
the offices of Youth Partnership 
for Change, a youth leadership 
and alcohol prevention program 
located in northwest Austin. 

The program started in 2005 

and is part of the nonprofit 
agency YouthLaunch, which has 
programs that address topics 
such as teen pregnancy preven-
tion and youth development in 
east Austin. 

Youth Partnership for Change 
recruits students ages 16-21 to 
educate their peers on every-
thing from how alcohol nega-
tively affects brain development 
to the laws regarding under-
age drinking. The mission of 
the program is to build young 
leaders and to inform students 
of alcohol's consequences, said 
Myra Constable, the program 
coordinator of YPC. 

The consequences are ones 

that she and her family have had 
to live with. In 1999, she had 
been married for four and half 
years and had a 1-year-old son 
when her husband died in a car 
accident because he was drink-
ing and driving. She has raised 
her son on her own since then 
and became involved with YPC 
because she felt it was the job she 
was “meant to be doing.”

The program accepts 15 stu-
dents each year, who are trained 
by YPC staff and educated on 
underage drinking facts and sta-
tistics. The students then prepare 
presentations and visit schools 
in Travis, Williamson and Hays 
counties, speaking to their peers 
in packed auditoriums about 
the risks of underage drinking. 
Many of the student speakers, 
called community educators, 
share stories about their person-
al, or their family's, experience 
with alcohol abuse. 

“It’s almost like therapy to 
me,” said Jaime Herrera, an 
18-year-old community educator 
who is a sophomore at Austin 
Community College. 

Herrera’s aunts and uncles 
worked in the fields growing up 

Donate
Since its inception four years ago, the 
Youth Partnership for Change program 
has operated thanks solely to a five-year 
state grant. The grant ends Aug. 31, 
2010, so the program is currently looking 
for financial donors or supporters to 
help continue the program. 

For information on becoming a donor, 
community educator or to have YCP 
come to your school, call 342-0424 or 
visit www.youthlaunch.org.

and did not have the choice to go 
to college, he said. When things 
got tough, they did not have high 
school guidance counselors or 
friends to talk to, he said—all 
they knew was the bottle. 

Of three aunts and 10 uncles, 
including his father, everyone 
drinks. Herrera is the only one 
who does not. 

“I’ve seen how it can ruin a 
family,” Herrera said. 

Herrera and Garcia-Davis 
said their friends had mixed 
reactions when they told them 
they wanted to educate peers on 
underage drinking. 

Their family members were 
proud, but some friends teased 
them for their decision. 

“They made fun of me for 
doing it because they said I’m a 
wuss and I don’t drink,” Garcia-
Davis said. “They don’t realize 
that maybe I don’t want to be 
like that. I don’t want to set my-
self up to fail.” 

Through the program, the 
two said they have been able to 
improve their public speaking 
skills and they now feel confi-
dent when addressing a crowd. 
They have also met people 

around the country who are do-
ing the same thing. 

Herrera flew for the first time 
in August to attend a national 
conference on underage drink-
ing, where he represented YPC. 
He was able to learn more on the 
subject and network with other 
student leaders at the event. 

Students who participate in 
the program also get a monthly 
stipend of $150 for their work. 

But for Herrera and Garcia-
Davis, it is not the money or the 
chance to build their resume that 
motivates them. 

“If I can help one student each 
year out of all my classmates, 
then that’s one person,” Garcia-
Davis said.
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13233 Pond Springs Rd. (off  of 183 North)
M-F 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 12 p.m. -5 p.m.

250-0746 • www.jbu4resale.com

A resale clothing 
boutique for women, 
men, teens & children

Any one piece of regular-priced 
merchandise. One coupon per 

family per day. 
Expires 10/31/2009

Any one piece of reg
merchandise. One c

family per d
Expires 10/31/ NA

A resale clothing

Between 

Proud Supporters of  Education
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Texas Oncology–Round Rock
2410 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 150

Round Rock, Texas 78681
512-341-8724

Texas Oncology–Cedar Park
1401 Medical Parkway B, Ste. 412

Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512-260-6050

Texas Oncology–Seton Williamson
301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 104

Round Rock, Texas 78665
512-687-2300

www.TexasOncology.com

SURVIVE 
CANCER

HARDIPLANK • WINDOWS • ROOFS
Texas’ Largest Remodeler and Now 
Texas’ Only ColorPlus® Technology Partner

Call Today For A Free Estimate
512-6-Siding

www.alliedsidingandwindows.com

100% Financing
Available

Simonton
Winner of the JD Power Award 

2 Years in a Row

cing

*15 Year No Paint Warranty

Allied Siding & Windows is now an Austin Energy Power Saver 
ProgramTM participating company, helping customers assess and 
treat their homes for improved energy effi ciency, comfort and value.

d
w

nty

We are a James Hardie VIP preferred remodeler.

Valid on new business contracted from 9/25/09 
to 10/22/09. Minimum requirements. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

$500 Gift card
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Inside Information  Art in Public Places in northwest Austin

By Kelsey Wilkinson
In 1985, the City of Austin did 

an unusual thing. It became the 
first city in Texas to establish a 
mandate for art. The city’s Art in 
Public Places campaign desig-
nates that 2 percent of every city 
construction budget be dedi-
cated to establishing art pieces in 
the community. Today, the proj-
ect has grown to include more 
than 100 works. Some pieces 
are donated while local artists 
design others specifically for the 
location. Despite the circum-
stance, the final result is a city 
rich with impressive artworks in 
a variety of media. 
    “It stimulates dialogue and 
it gets people to notice what’s 
going on in their environment,” 
said Meghan Turner, one of the 
coordinators for the program. 
“When art is in a public place, 
it develops layers of meaning 
that people can apply to their 
situation.” 
    The following is a list of 
outdoor art pieces in northwest 
Austin.

Spicewood Springs Branch 
Library

8637 Spicewood Springs Road 
Heather Carter

Souls of the Trees, 2007
Bent pine

This series of wood sculptures is 
attached to the interior wall. Two 
trees were planted in front of the 
library to offset the carbon emitted 
from the creation of this artwork.

Milwood Branch Library

12500 Amherst Drive 
Lori Norwood

Learning to Fly, 1997
Five painted steel sculptures on 
limestone boulders

Located on the grounds in front 
of the library, this work of art 
compares children to birds. The 
artist intends to celebrate young 
people at play—without fear, 
reaching, growing wings and 
learning that they can fly.

North Austin Police Substation

12400 Lamplight Village Ave. 
Tré Arenz and Jake Gilson

Untitled, 1994
Sandblasted ceramic tile floor

Located in the lobby, the words on 
the tile floor serve as a reminder 
of the basic tenets the police force 
work to maintain: friend, vigilant, 
fair, courage, integrity and honor. 
These words were chosen by the 
Austin Police in response to a query 
about their role in the community.

Hill Elementary School

8601 Tallwood Drive 
T. Paul Hernandez

Sanctuary of the Tribal 
Alligator, 1988
Cast concrete

Located in the playscape, this 
sculpture incorporates an alligator 
as a reference to the artist’s 
Louisiana roots, and to denounce 
the Classical idea that man is 
separated from nature.

For more public art, visit          
more.impactnews.com/5669
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“own a car”

We can help.
11 convenient locations

aplusfcu.org
512-302-6800 • 800-252-8148

“I have fulfilled
one of my dreams

of a new car.
Thanks A+!”

–Wanda R.

COMING IN NOVEMBER!Leander Branch
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Come see us at our new Anderson Mill 
location, now open Sundays.

10700 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 210  
512.249.9119

5501 South Congress Ave. 
512.444.6869

3415 Williams Dr. Ste.150 • Georgetown  
512.930.7246
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www.hillcountrypaint.com 

 ®

®

 

Hill Country Paint

®

Georgetown

Anderson Mill

South Congress

Austin

620

183

71

I-35

Bring in this coupon

of Benjamin Moore®

Natura® paint

Limit one per household. 
Expires 12/31/2009.

Natura paint from Benjamin Moore is virtually odorless –
and available in any color.

Breathe easier – it’s Benjamin Moore!

Benjamin Moore Natura®

paint has zero VOCs.

© 2009 Benjamin Moore & Co., 
Benjamin Moore, Green Promise, 

Natura and the triangle “M” symbol 
are registered trademarks licensed to 

Benjamin Moore & Co.

(1) Fr�� Qu�r�
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$6 off   � g��l��

D��’� ��rr y -

“The Watershed [Protection Depart-
ment] would not agree that it would be a 
good idea, and would be safe for humans, 
to put an off-leash area immediately adja-
cent to a small creek where folks are going 
to swim,” said Chris Herrington, an engi-
neer with the city’s Watershed Protection 
Department.

Bull Creek’s high bacteria levels have 
improved over the past year, thanks to a 
“Scoop the Poop” educational campaign 
by the city and measures taken by the 
Bull Creek Dog Off-leash Group. Howev-
er, E. coli bacteria levels on the weekends 
are still higher than state standards for 
swimming.

Although many residents agree that the 
park still needs improvements, there is 
disagreement on whether or not the park 
should be primarily for dogs or for people. 
The 32-sq. mi. Bull Creek Watershed drains 
into Lake Austin, which is used by the Aus-
tin Water Utility for drinking water.

“Unfortunately, Bull Creek Park is sub-
ject to urban runoff,” said Nick Classen, 
an environmental engineer, self-professed 
“dog lover” and Northwest Austin Civic 
Association board member. “In my opin-
ion, the dog park is not compatible with a 
stream running through it and especially 
one running into our water supply.”

Dogs may not be the only cause for high 
bacteria levels. On July 4, a sewage spill oc-
curred upstream of the dog park. This is 
not the first instance, either. According to 
the City of Austin, in 2007, about 50,000 
gallons of sewage flowed into a tributary 
of Bull Creek upstream of BCDP out of the 
wastewater collection system. Following 
the spill, complaints were made of chil-
dren with gastrointestinal illnesses and 
an investigation linked the occurrences to 
swimming in the park.
BCDOG park improvements

About a year ago Debra Bailey volun-
teered to start BCDOG, which now has 
more than 100 members. She said statistics 
showing the dog park's E. coli levels are 
now below state recommendations (except 
on weekends) indicate the group's initia-
tives have helped.

“Clearly our group has made a differ-
ence. Why do you want to stop the only 
people caring for this park?” she asked 
at an Environmental Board Meeting late 
August. “Year-to-date, BCDOG has put 
in 803 hours of labor at this park—that’s 
compared to [the city’s] 462 year-to-date. 
We maintain and police this park to keep 
it a multiuse park that is clean and safe 
for all to use.”

The founder of the Bull Creek Founda-
tion, Skip Cameron, agreed that BCDOG 
has contributed to the decreasing levels and 
that the park should remain a dog park.

“In the last six months, [BCDOG has] 
reduced E. coli bacteria in the park area 
underneath the state guidelines for contact 
recreation,” Cameron said. "Now we know 
by facts and figures and data what works—
people committed on the ground in the 
park. Since the middle of 2008, [BCDOG] 

Additional resources:
www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/bullcreek.htm

www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/bullcreekola.htm 
http://savebcdogpark.org

www.gopetition.com/petitions/keep-bull-creek-
open-and-off-leash.html

www.bouldercolorado.gov

Citizens can voice their opinions to the city at 
bullcreekdogs@ci.austin.tx.us.

has been doing that job, and we should be 
giving them a gold star, not slapping them 
in the face and taking their rights of hav-
ing a dog in the park away.”
Alternatives

Bull Creek Foundation and BCDOG 
are proposing the city adopt an initiative 
similar to the Boulder, Colo., method of 
dog guardian training, registration, rules 
and enforcement. Those wishing to take 
their dogs off-leash in Boulder must pur-
chase tags for their dogs to wear in desig-
nated off-leash areas and must be trained 
on voice and sight control. Not only does 
this requirement ensure dog-owners 
know the local off-leash laws, but the city 
can use the money from tags purchased 
for park upkeep.

“We propose a next phase initiative, 
which is to endorse the Boulder, Colo., 
dog rules to give dog owners more 

ContinuEd From | 1

Bull Creek responsibility and to add a fee of $5 to the 
rabies tag that would fund park rangers,” 
Cameron said. 

He said doing so will keep things going 
in the right direction and solve the water 
pollution problem by restoring the park, 
keeping it off leash and allowing stake-
holders to continue volunteering.
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Bull Creek District Park
Off-Leash Dog Park

X
Spill enters creek

For more info, visit more.impactnews.com/5683

Sewage spill
July 4, 2009

City of Austin's Poop the Scoop campaign poster

A dog and its owner playing catch at Bull Creek
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While dogs playing in the creek are believed to be 
a contributing factor to elevated E. coli bacteria 
levels, there are other factors that may be causing 
the high levels, such as runoff from development, 
baby diapers left in the creek, fertilizers from 
nearby residential yards and various other 
contributors within the watershed. Also, in July, 
there was a sewer spill that flowed into Bull Creek 
District Park.

E. coli in Bull Creek District Park
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City monitoring sites

Off-leash area

Lower Bull Creek District Park
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A dedicated facility with an unwavering focus—the 
comprehensive care of mothers and their newborn 
infants. A place where great minds come together to 
share information, contribute their expertise, and 
utilize state-of-the-art technology to provide for 
their patients, large and small. A place where the 
health, comfort, and treatment of women inform 
everything we do. The St. David’s Women’s Center 
of  Texas, located on the campus of the North Austin 
Medical Center. It’s here. And it’s for her.

it’s for her

©2009 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.

St. David’s North Austin Medical Center  •  12221 N. Mopac Expy. Austin, TX 78758  •  (512) 901-1050  •  www.womenscenteroftexas.com
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9/4 McNeil vs. Belton
9/18 Killeen vs. Connally
9/24 McCallum JV vs. East Memorial
9/25 Westwood vs. Stoney Point
9/25 Westlake vs. Bowie
10/2 Lanier vs. McCallum
10/2 Leander vs. Stoney Point
10/2 Pfl ugerville vs. Westlake
10/9 Round Rock vs. Cedar Park
10/15 Crockett vs. Travis
10/16 Akins vs. Bowie

10/16 Westlake vs. Connally
10/23 Anderson vs. Westlake 
10/23 Cedar Park vs. Stony Point
10/23 Westlake vs. Anderson
10/30 LBJ vs. Reagan
10/30 Westlake vs. Austin
10/30 Westwood vs. Cedar Park
11/5 Akins vs. Westlake
11/6 Anderson vs. Austin
11/6 Stoney Point vs. Round Rock

Tune to Channel 1400

Your Community Connection to High School Football

Games available Wednesday following game day.
AISD games also available on cable channel 22. Westlake, Round Rock ISD and Pfl uegerville games exclusively on channel 1400.
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GRANITE COUNTERTOPS!

Now serving Northwest Austin

with 50 sq. ft. or 
more installed!

American Made, 
Stainless, Dayton
10 deep, equal-

bowl sink.

dAmerican Made, 
nStainless, Dayton

FREE KITCHEN 
SINK

512-864-2750

Work featured in: Real World Austin, 
Extreme Home Makeover, Parade of 
Homes & Womens Symphony Homes

9850 Hwy. 29W • Georgetown

wNow
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Budget

2009-2010

$818.9 million

2008-2009

$865.2 million

Sent to state Austin ISD expenditures
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$172.6
million

$692.6
million

$705.5
million

$113.4
million

School budget comparison

Source: Austin ISD

As part of the district’s $818.9 million general fund budget, school board members 
voted to keep the 2009-10 tax rate the same as last year’s. However, because of 
rising home values, some homeowners will still see a jump on their tax bill.  

Average home values grew from $233,324 last year to $249,587 this year. With 
the approved tax rate of  $1.20 per $100 of assessed property value, tax bills on 
average-value homes will increase by $195 annually. 

Steve West, the district’s former interim chief financial officer, said the economy 
was a factor in keeping the district’s tax rate flat. 

“With these economic circumstances like they are today, now is not the right time 
for a tax rate increase,” West said.

Budget:
$818.9 million
Gives $414.6 million to 
classroom instruction and 
teacher salaries

Average home 
value: $249,587 
Grew from $233,324 
in 2008 

2009-10 Austin budget highlights

Will raise taxes an average 
of $195 because of rising 
home values

Tax rate: 
$1.20 per $100  
of property value

The impact on taxes

budget by reducing the amount of 
money going toward things like 
employee overtime pay and food 
and refreshment funds.

“These reductions will not be 
painless, but we’ve tried to keep 
cuts away from the classroom,” 
Carstarphen said to school board 
members when presenting the 
cuts in August. “Some will have 
an indirect impact on classrooms, 
and others will have a direct im-
pact on campuses.”
What’s in, what’s out 

More than half of the budget, 
$414.6 million, goes to instruc-
tion. That amount is $13.8 mil-
lion more than last year’s ap-
proved budget for instruction 
and puts money toward every-
thing from classroom supplies 
to teacher salaries. 

Carstarphen said she wanted 
to maintain a budget that cov-
ered the district’s cost but did not 
harm students’ ability to learn.  

Among the budget cuts 
Carstarphen proposed in July 
were reducing $6.5 million in 
funds to the district’s central of-
fices, $350,000 in overtime pay, 
$520,925 in replacing old vehicles 
and $210,389 in the district’s food 
and refreshment funds. 

The school board approved 
those cuts along with the budget 
during its Aug. 24 meeting. 

“It’s bare bones, considering 
we had to make about $14.6 mil-
lion in reductions, and we had to 
make a baseline,” Conley-Abram 
said of the budget. “We’re facing 
some tough fiscal challenges just 
because of the market economy. 
Everyone is being affected.”
State funding and pay raises

The $46.3 million decrease in 
the approved budget is largely 
due to a decrease in the amount 
that the district has to pay this 
year in state recapture funds. The 

annually mandated funding re-
quires property-rich districts, 
like Austin, to share their local 
tax revenue with property-poor 
districts. This year, the second-
largest expenditure in the dis-
trict’s proposed budget is the 
recapture payment of $113.4 mil-
lion. That amount is less than last 
year because the state received 
$1.8 billion in federal funds to 
send to school districts. How-
ever, while the recapture pay-
ment decreased, Austin schools 
received less revenue from the 
state this year.

“In effect, there’s a tradeoff,” 
said Steve West, the district’s 
former interim chief financial 
officer, who helped Carstarphen 
draft the budget proposal before 
Conley-Abram started at the 
end of August. “We may pay less 
in recapture, but we don’t get as 
much state aid.”

School board members also 
approved an average pay raise of 
up to 3 percent for all employees. 

Some of that increase comes from 
$12 million in federal stimulus 
funds, which are set to expire in 
two years. That money will give 
eligible teachers, counselors, 
nurses, librarians and speech pa-
thologists an annual pay raise of 
up to $1,585. 
The future 

District officials estimate that 
AISD will still be $23 million 
short in revenue when the 2011 
school year starts. Conley-Abram 
said the district is hoping to max-
imize its revenue, drive down 
costs and have mitigation plans 
in place by then. 

An efficiency study conducted 
by the consulting firm MGT of 
America, which district officials 
hired last year to vet the district’s 
then $865 million budget, found 
that by eliminating hundreds of 
jobs, closing some schools, cut-
ting full-day pre-kindergarten 
programs and other options, the 
district could save millions of 
dollars.

Conley-Abram said she does 
not know if any of those options 
will be considered when devel-
oping next year’s budget, and 
it would be at the discretion of 
school trustees.  

“At this point, I can’t say what’s 
on or off the table,” Conley-
Abram said. “To the extent that 
additional cuts come, the most 
obvious place we’d look at in 
terms of leveraging ideas would 
be the efficiency study.” 

She said the district would 
likely enter an internal review 
process to analyze the impact of 
each option, so that it does not 
affect student achievement. The 
district will also be considering 
recommendations from a citizen 

review committee. The commit-
tee, which is expected to report 
to the school board next month, 
is developing recommendations 
related to strategic planning for 
the budget.

Carstarphen said she wants 
the district to start planning its 
budget earlier. Normally, budget 
planning for the district starts in 
early summer, but Carstarphen 
said she wants the planning 
process to be year-round, with 
a preliminary budget developed 
by January.

“We will never [again] be where 
we were when I came into this 
job in July without a preliminary 
budget and two months left on 
the clock,” Carstarphen said.
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Summitt Elementary
12207 Brigadoon Lane
414-4484 • Year opened:  1986
Total students: 720

2009 Accountability rating: 
Exemplary
2008 Economically disadvantaged: 30.4%
2008 TAKS results: Reading: 98%, Math: 96%

2009 Preliminary TAKS scores 
Grade 3: Reading 95%, Math 90%
Grade 4: Reading 90%, Math 93%
Grade 5: Reading 98%, Math 99%

Davis Elementary
5214 Duval Road
414-2580 • Year opened: 1992
Total students: 637 

2009 Accountability rating: 
Exemplary
2008 Economically disadvantaged: 22.1%
2008 TAKS results: Reading: 96%, Math: 92%

2009 Preliminary TAKS scores 
Grade 3: Reading 98%, Math 87%
Grade 4: Reading 92%, Math 93%
Grade 5: Reading 96%, Math 96%

Hill Elementary
8601 Tallwood Drive
414-2369 • Year opened: 1970
Total students: 680

2009 Accountability rating: 
Recognized
2008 Economically disadvantaged: 13.5%
2008 TAKS results: Reading: 99%, Math: 98%

2009 Preliminary TAKS scores 
Grade 3: Reading 99%, Math 97%
Grade 4: Reading 99%, Math 93%
Grade 5: Reading 100%, Math 95%

Educati  nFocus

District Scores by Grade
 2008 TAKS Scores (sum of all English speaking students per grade)

 Grade 3: Reading 88% Math 83%
 Grade 4: Reading 81% Math 93%
 Grade 5: Reading 81% Math 82%
 Grade 6: Reading 88% Math 78%
 Grade 7: Reading 81% Math 73%
 Grade 8: Reading 92% Math 75%
 Grade 9: Reading 82% Math 61%
 Grade 10: English Language Arts 84% Math 65%
 Grade 11: English Language Arts 87% Math 77%

2008 Statistics State District
Economically Disadvantaged 55.3% 60.8%
Limited English Proficient (LEP) 16.7% 28.3%
Average Years Experience of Teachers 11.3  11.0
Average Actual Salaries of Teachers $46,179 $44,563

Total Students:

81,917

Subject State 2008 District 2008 District 2009
Reading 91% 85% 87%
Math 80% 76% 78%
Writing 93% 88% 90%
Science 74% 70% 74%
Social Studies 91% 88% 91%

Austin ISD Campus Feeder Patterns | 2009 - 2010

McBee Elementary
1001 W. Braker Lane
841-2500 • Year opened: 1999
Total students: 780

2009 Accountability rating: 
Recognized
2008 Economically disadvantaged: 95.9%
2008 TAKS results: Reading: 84%, Math: 74%

2009 Preliminary TAKS scores 
Grade 3:  Reading 89%, Math 67%
Grade 4:  Reading 86%, Math 83%
Grade 5:  Reading 84%, Math 79%

Lanier High School

1204 Payton Gin Road
414-2514 • Year opened: 1966
Total students: 1,607

2009 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2008 Economically disadvantaged: 78.4%
2008 TAKS results
Reading: 74%
Math: 50%

2009 Preliminary TAKS scores 
Grade 9: Reading 71%, Math 46%
Grade 10: Reading 78%, Math 51%
Grade 11: Reading 80%, Math 62%

Murchison Middle School

3700 North Hills Drive
414-3254 • Year opened: 1967
Total students: 1,214

2009 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2008 Economically disadvantaged: 17.2%
2008 TAKS results
Reading: 97%
Math: 92%

2009 Preliminary TAKS scores 
Grade 6: Reading 97%, Math 91%
Grade 7: Reading 94%, Math 89%
Grade 8: Reading 99%, Math 91%

Burnet Middle School

8401 Hathway
414-3225 • Year opened: 1961
Total students: 909

2009 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2008 Economically disadvantaged: 93.5%
2008 TAKS results
Reading: 78%
Math: 65%

2009 Preliminary TAKS scores 
Grade 6: Reading 68%, Math 59%
Grade 7: Reading 61%, Math 50%
Grade 8: Reading 88%, Math 70%

Anderson High School

8403 Mesa Drive
414-2538 • Year opened: 1973
Total students: 2,112

2009 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2008 Economically disadvantaged: 18.5%
2008 TAKS results
Reading: 95%
Math: 87%

2009 Preliminary TAKS scores 
Grade 9: Reading 93%, Math 83%
Grade 10: Reading 90%, Math 87%
Grade 11: Reading 98%, Math 95%

These schools are located 
within northwest Austin, as
defined by Community Impact 
Newspaper. If you believe we 
have missed a school, contact 
nwanews@impactnews.com.
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Community Profile    Superintendent, Austin Independent School District Interview by Melissa Mixon 

Why did you decide to go into 
education? 

My real decision to go into educa-
tion happened when I was working as a 
reporter in Caracas, Venezuela. I was sent 
there to document the work of the Fathers 
of St. Edmond, of the Catholic minis-

tries. They were doing a lot of work in 
Venezuela and, in studying that, I joined 
the nuns in my off-time to teach in the 
shantytowns of Caracas. I remember [a 
young woman]. She was brilliant and so 
hard working, and the church supported 
her to get all that she needed done so she 
could leave the shanty. She went to col-
lege in Vermont, and I followed up and 
did a story on her. I kept thinking, ‘Wow, 
the power of education.’ I mean her life 
is forever changed. She will be able to do 
so much more for her family, for her life, 
and I thought, ‘Gosh, I’m watching this 
in this other country and I know these 
needs are as great in my home country.’ 
When I got back [to the U.S.], I got a little 
more settled with the idea of entering 
into teaching, and I taught in the middle 
school in my hometown. 

How was that? 
I dragged my kids with me everywhere. 

When I worked for National Geographic, 
I’d bring them to the magazine in D.C. 
and give them an in-depth look at maga-
zine publishing, research, etc. They went 
with me to meet Janet Reno. I was one of 
those teachers that took my responsibili-
ties very seriously and wanted every day to 
be the best day they ever had. They taught 
me more about how to be a better adult in 
life than I ever learned in school, and I say 
that to this day, even with a doctorate. 

What attracted you to the position 
here? 

The real flavor of Austin emerged after 
the 20 days of being the sole finalist [for su-
perintendent]. It felt like I was starting over 
again; it was out of that that my interest re-
ally peaked. While everyone was interview-
ing me, I was interviewing them and saw a 
lot of compelling things. It looked like a lot 
of stakeholders who put a lot of skin in the 
game. People do more than balk about this 
issue [of education]; they actually get in the 
mix with us.

What do you see as the strengths and 
weaknesses of the district? 

The overwhelming majority of parents 
with school-aged kids choose the public 
school system, which means there’s a lot 
of support for what we do and pushes 
more accountability. Some people may 
see that as a weakness, but I think that’s 
a great strength that people are watching 
us and asking questions and are really 
engaged. Students themselves, they are 
serious about their schoolwork … and 
seem to be very self-aware of the TAKS 
tests and the responsibilities of being good 
students. It’s quickly followed by good 
parents. I think we have a strong teaching 
force and everyone knows that it’s their 
influence that makes a difference in the 
achievement of a child.

Our real challenge is around fidelity of 
implementation around programs. It’s got 
to be a mix and right now it’s very black 
and white. It’s either the program is work-
ing well or it’s not. There are schools that 
get some resources and some that don’t. 
It’s very cut and dry, and we need to have 
the resources follow and support wherever 
the need is.

Are there any challenges that are 
unique to Austin? 

A unique challenge here is coordinat-
ing all of the people that are helping and 
supporting on the periphery around a 
common goal. I know each one is different 
on how they do it, but we’re all focused 
on a few key outcomes and we don’t stop 
until we get them done. Because we have 
so much public support, that’s a lot of dif-
ferent agendas, so it’s hard to coordinate. 

What are your immediate goals at the 
district? 

The overarching goal that I’ve been 
talking to board and staff about is 
around—in a very tight timeframe, three 
years or four years—having every child at 
or above grade level and sorting out how 
we do that. We have such a great founda-
tion, but how do we light a fire to acceler-
ate the pace with every child at or around 

grade level within a shorter time period? 
Other goals are to end the multiyear 
academically unacceptable school cycle 
and to right the historical past wrongs on 
the quality of education on the east side. 
I want to see more equity and support 
for schools that are not in poverty, Title 
I schools. To really leverage this is at the 
heart and spirit for accountability. Yes, 
there should be intervention for schools 
in need, but also incentives and support 
for schools that are doing a great job and 
may have emerging needs. 

How would you approach 
restructuring schools deemed as 
academically unacceptable?

I’m all about proactive intervention. So 
far, it seems as if in our most challenged 
schools we wait until we’re at that point 
where you’ve got to turn on a dime to get 
the improvement and do something really 
drastic in that last year. I think there’s so 
many other indicators. We need to talk 
about those indicators and make it clear 
when we start seeing these things that 
we enter earlier ... and make midcourse 
changes and don’t wait until the bitter end 
so you’re not talking about school closures 
and terminating about 50 percent of staff. 
We’re talking about program redesigns 
and strategic targeting of areas where 
we’re not moving fast enough. 

What’s your favorite book? 
“The Velveteen Rabbit” and “The Giv-

ing Tree.” They are my favorite in part 
because those are the first books that I 
remember my mom reading to us. I still 
love to have people read to me. 

What music would we find if we 
looked on your playlist?

Paul Potts, Madonna, Level 42, Flock 
of Seagulls, Duran Duran, George Mi-
chael. I love jazz music, too. I went to 
school in New Orleans so I have a ton of 
jazz, Harry Connick Jr., Wynton Marsa-
lis. And I’m a fan of “Chicago,” “Out of 
Africa” and “Rent.”  

Meria Carstarphen
Contact: 
414-2412, www.austinisd.org
1111 W. Sixth St.
Austin, TX 78703
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Green Built & Luxury Finishes!
Nationally recognized for innovation in green 
building starting in the mid $160’s

• Tennis courts & Swimming pool
• Private yards & Dog park
• Located in Northwest Austin, Convenient to      
   Hwy 183, 45 & 620
• Less than one mile to Lifetime Fitness, Alamo 
   Drafthouse & Lakeline Commuter Train Station
• Average utility bills only $75 per month

www.lakelinetownhomes.com
Call Mykell Martin 983-2790

First 5 Star 
Green Built 
Town Home 
Community 
in Austin

LAKELINE SQUARE 
TOWN HOMES

  

n

Deadline
 for $8K tax credit 

is ending! 
Homes must be under 

contract by early October 
to qualify for credit.

Only 15 
homes remain!

If you are trying to peg the Austin 
school district’s new superintendent, 
Meria Carstarphen, good luck. The Selma, 
Alabama, native can be all business one 
minute and then gush a moment later about 
her love for cheesy Madonna hits and her 
desire to learn Italian. 

The Harvard graduate has studied in 
Spain and Austria, worked stints as a 
National Geographic photographer and 
volunteered with nuns in Venezuelan 
shantytowns. But her real love is in 
education. 

Carstarphen took over as 
superintendent of the district July 1, 
before a 2009-10 budget had been 
developed and just as the state ordered 
one of the district’s struggling middle 
schools to close. In that time, she and staff 
developed a plan that kept the school 
open and got the district’s $818.9 million 
budget crafted and approved. 

Superintendent Meria Carstarphen speaks to students at 
Reagan High School in August.
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10300 Morado Cove, unit 505
2br/2ba  | 2,183 sq. ft. 
Agent: Bettye Turner 

 $319,230
241-1745

10300 Morado Cove, unit 504
3br/2ba | 2,713 sq. ft. 
Agent: Bettye Turner 

$408,000
225-8622

10300 Morado Cove, unit 601 
2br/2ba | 2,183 sq. ft. 
Agent: Bettye Turner 

$299,900
241-1745

Featured homes

Cow sculptures at the Arboretum

Morado Cove - 78759
This neighborhood is just minutes away from 
quiet outdoor parks and the bustling Arbo-
retum shopping district. The condos are set 
off a scenic road, giving residents privacy but 
also quick access to work and entertainment. 

Schools - Austin ISD
• Davis Elementary School
• Murchison Middle School
• Anderson High School
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Morado Cv.

Morado Cr.

Residential Real Estate Neighborhoods at a glance

1 1342 Braided Rope Drive  
5br/3ba | 3,415 sq. ft. 
Agent: Tricia Jumonville 

2 13424 Anarosa Loop 
3br/2ba | 1,961 sq. ft. 
Agent: Jon Creed 

 $219,900
203-7056

$295,000
423-6466 

Featured homes

Playscape in Scofield Farms 

Scofield Farms Park

Scofield Farms - 78727
This neighborhood has quick access to IH 35, 
MoPac and Parmer Lane, but still manages to 
maintain its cozy and suburban feel with wide 
streets, sidewalks and public parks dotting the 
area. 

Schools - Pflugerville ISD
• Parmer Lane Elementary
• Westview Middle School
• John B. Connally High School
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Less than $149,000
$150,000-$199,999
$200,000-$299,999
$300,000-$399,999
$400,000-$499,999
$500,000-$599,999
$600,000-$799,999
$800,000-$999,999
$1 million + 

Price range No. of homes for sale / Average days on market

Aug. 2009
Aug. 2008
July 2009
June 2009
May 2009
Apr. 2009
Mar. 2009
Feb. 2009
Jan. 2009

Month  
78727 78729 78750 78758 7875978727 78729 78750 78758 78759

On the market  (August 1-31) Monthly home sales

30 / $177,850
29 / $188,000
37 / $193,000
30 / $198,750
27 / $195,000
61 / $189,900
20 / $168,250
26 / $209,500
18 / $196,977

12 / 56 days
27 / 82 days
30 / 58 days
5 / 143 days
3 / 67 days

0
0
0
0

3 / 36 days
34 / 84 days

21 / 174 days
3 / 97 days

0
0
0
0
0

8 / 89 days 
27 / 62 days
23 / 77 days
27 / 99 days
29 / 81 days
9 / 79 days

10 / 124 days
2 / 109 days

0

57 / 107 days
19 / 68 days
11 / 70 days
3 / 164 days
1 / 227 days
1 / 161 days

0
0
0

22 / 63 days
23 / 67 days
39 / 56 days
46 /82 days
26 / 94 days
11 / 96 days
4 / 99 days

1 / 195 days
0

28 / $180,750
28 / $198,500
36 / $182,888
43 / $198,500
24 / $182,000
23 / $181,000
25 / $184,000
18 / $180,150
13 / $189,352

31 / $226,500
33 / $239,000
40 / $330,500
56 / $274,310
27 / $199,900
52 / $229,985
16 / $192,500
20 / $216,250
13 / $238,828

32 / $116,450
42 / $128,500
35 / $139,000
24 / $123,600
26 / $126,000
53 / $137,950
15 / $136,500
27 / $96,900

18 / $107,088

32 / $299,500
40 / $272,250
40 / $239,250
4 / $257,500

31 / $347,500
57 / $304,000
23 / $233,800
29 / $282,000
14 / $244,332

No. of sales / Median price

Market data provided by Austin Board of Realtors
  454-7636  |  www.abor.com 

Residential Real Estate Market Data

Market data includes condominiums, townhomes and houses.

12707 Hanna Cove $183,999 

Residential Real Estate Property Listings

78727 W. Parmer/MoPac
78729 Anderson Mill/McNeil
78750 Anderson Mill/Balcones
78758 MoPac/Braker
78759 Great Hills/Arboretum

ZIP code guideNorthwest Austin
ZIP code Subdivision  Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.     Price Agent Agency Phone
78727 Angus Valley  12406 Deer Track 4br/2ba  1,989   $399,900  Shirley Hays Keller Williams Realty 413-5569
78727 Angus Valley Annex  5008 timber Wolf Circle 3br/2ba  1,478   $249,900  tish Fenley-darey J.B. Goodwin, realtors 422-1597
78727 Arrowwood   4510 Everest Lane 3br/2ba  1,418   $194,900  Patrick Milligan Keller Williams Realty 825-5416
78727 Milwood   12712 Heinemann Drive 2br/2ba  1,132   $145,000  Patti Witte Keller Williams Realty 630-5959
78727 Milwood   12420 Wycliff Lane 3br/2ba  1,777   $199,000  Laurel Brown Keller Williams Realty 801-8694
78727 Preston Oaks   12844 Council Bluff Drive 3br/2ba  1,957   $239,900  Jeff Pierce Prudential Texas Realty 413-6758
78727 Whispering Valley Condo  4501 Whispering Valley Drive 3br/2ba  1,204   $181,000  Joe Cline RE/MAX Capital City 795-4532
78729 Anderson Mill Village 9811 Meadowheath Drive 3br/2ba  1,631   $162,900  Diane Kennedy Coldwell Banker United Realtor 750-2950
78729 Anderson Mill Village 9711 Anderson Village Drive 4br/2ba  2,131   $177,700  Diana Adair Prudential Texas Realty 663-4048
78729 Anderson Mill Village 9732 Moorberry St. 3br/2ba  1,461   $139,900  Laurie McGary Carol Dochen Realtors, INC. 695-7461
78729 Courtyard Homes at Cobblestone Condo  8518 Cahill Drive 2br/2ba  1,333   $170,000  Jeffrey Darey J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 680-7683
78729 Estates at Hunters Chase 13008 Coriander Drive 5br/3ba  3,487   $319,000  Edward Askelson Prudential Texas Realty 407-2498
78729 Milwood   7711 Grovedale Trail 3br/2ba  1,329   $169,900  Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 347-9599
78729 Milwood   12707 Hanna Cove 4br/2ba  1,660   $183,999  Alexa Keller York Real Estate Services 653-2195
78729 Milwood   7624 Tovar Drive 3br/2ba  1,618   $175,000  Steve Windle Coldwell Banker United Realtor 691-6742
78729 Milwood   7309 Rankin Trail 4br/2ba  2,015   $214,900  Judy Schoening Coldwell Banker United Realtor 797-4422
78729 milwood   13105 marble Falls Cove 3br/2ba  1,629   $189,900  Barbara Bittner Coldwell Banker united realtor 431-6027
78729 milwood   13256 Kerrville Folkway 4br/2ba  2,558   $219,900  Peter Sajovich rE/mAX Austin Advantage 219-3030

Home Ownership is an 
Investment in Your Future.

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROugHT TO yOu By THE AuSTin BOARd Of REALTORS®

There aren’t many investments that have held their value like Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, now 
may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.

$500 OFF ANY PURCHASE OF 
$3,500 OR MORE.
Promotion expires 10/31/2009

L I M I T E D  T O  T H E  F I R S T  1 0 
C U S T O M E R S  T O  P R E S E N T  O F F E R . 

2 3 8 - 8 0 0 0  •  W W W . A M E R I C R A F TA U S T I N . C O M
C A L L  T O D AY  F O R  F R E E  I N - H O M E  CO N S U LTAT I O N

O U R  W I N D O W S  Q U A L I F Y  F O R  F E D E R A L  TA X  C R E D I T S
“Robin and I can’t thank you 
enough for your patience, un-
derstanding and communica-
tion throughout the project.  
We are both very picky and 
had a vivid idea of what we 
wanted as the end result.  
You truly made this project 
exceed our dream!” 

- Americraft Customer
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Residential real estate listings provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com.
Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent/seller for the most current and reliable information.

These are the newest listings that were added to the market between 8/13/09 and 9/9/09. For more listings, visit impactnews.com.

7887 Lakewood Drive  $479,000 

Residential Real Estate Property Listings

Northwest Austin
ZIP code Subdivision  Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.    Price Agent  Agency Phone

10410 Broken Shoe Trail  $142,000 

11970 Jollyville Road $119,965

Contact: Diane Schouten at dschouten@ashcreekinc.om
947-5671 or 249-0335 or ashcreekinc.com

Now Selling in 
Arboretum Park!

A secure, gated community in northwest 
Austin, surrounded by 100 year old oaks! 

Great shopping and restaurants nearby at 
The Domain and The Arboretum. 

FHA Financing Available!

Inspired by 
Classics, Driven 

by Design.

WWW.ATFCU.ORG 512.302.5555

MONEY
MARKET

REG. CERTIFICATE 
OF DEPOSIT1

JUMBO CERTIFICATE 
OF DEPOSIT2

1.86%****
6 MONTHS

2.17%****
12 MONTHS

2.47%****
24 MONTHS

1.71%****
6 MONTHS

2.02%****
12 MONTHS

2.32%****
24 MONTHS

1.31%****
$25,000 to $74,999

1.46%****
$75,000 to $124,999

1.66%****
$125,000 and ABOVE

2MINIMUM DEPOSIT
OF $95,000 REQUIRED

1MINIMUM DEPOSIT
OF $1,000 REQUIRED

MINIMUM DAILY BALANCE
OF $2,000 REQUIRED

*ANNUAL PERCENTAgE RATE. ALL RATES ARE ExPRESSED “AS LOw AS”; ACTUAL RATE MAY VARY DEPENDINg ON CREDIT QUALIFICATIONS. **AUSTIN TELCO wILL PAY ALL STANDARD 
CLOSINg COSTS ON HOME EQUITY LOANS BELOw $100k. ADDITIONAL NON-STANDARD FEES wILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MEMBER. ***RATE APPLIES TO 1ST LIEN COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE LOANS wITH A LOAN TO VALUE OF 80% OR LESS; CONSTRUCTION/DEVELOPMENT LOAN RATES/TERMS MAY BE DIFFERENT. NO PRE-PAYMENT PENALTY. ****ANNUAL 
PERCENTAgE YIELD. PENALTIES FOR EARLY wITHDRAwAL MAY APPLY. ALL APR’S, APY’S AND TERMS ARE SUBjECT TO CHANgE wITHOUT NOTICE. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS. THIS CREDIT 
UNION IS FEDERALLY INSURED TO AT LEAST $250,000 PER MEMBER BY THE NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION.

COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE LOANS

AUTO
LOANS

HOME EQUITY 
LOANS

4.89%*
10 YEAR FIxED RATE

5.19%*
15 YEAR FIxED RATE

5.69%*
20 YEAR FIxED RATE
PLUS NO CLOSINg COSTS!**

3.69%*
60 MONTHS

3.89%*
66 MONTHS

4.29%*
72 MONTHS

NEw OR USED

5.75%***
5 YEAR FIxED RATE

5.95%***
10 YEAR FIxED RATE

6.20%***
15 YEAR FIxED RATE

20 YEAR AMORTIZATION
NO PRE-PAYMENT PENALTY

FREE CHECKING
250+ FREE ATMs

15 
METRO 

LOCATIONS

2009 Member Appreciation 
Golf Tournament

Join us on Friday, October 2, 2009, at Sun City’s 
Cowan Creek Golf Course in Georgetown. For more 

information call 512.302.5555 ext. 7363

Fall is a great time to get the exterior of your house painted and ABC 
has a special o� er for you. It’s the ABC Premium Paint Package.  We’ll 
completely clean and prep the exterior wood surface of your home 
for painting.  � en, we’ll apply the paint of your choice, in top quality 
fashion.  Best of all, 12 months later we’ll return and re-wash the painted 
surface with Jomax Pre-Wash and touch up any areas that need a dab of 
paint.  All of this for one package price.

Can’t be combined 
with any other o� er.

78729 San Felipe townhomes 7708 San Felipe Blvd. 3br/2ba  1,818   $220,000  Karen Covey Goodwin Partners, inc. 423-5018
78750 Bull Creek  8917 Old Lampasas  2br/2ba  1,548   $257,500  Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United Realtor 258-6677
78750 Courtyard Homes At Anderson Oaks Condo  11000 Anderson Mill Road 3br/2ba  1,742   $219,900  Katherine Ditchman Coldwell Banker United Realtor 796-2500
78750 Fox Hollow Condo 8600 Fathom Circle 2br/2ba  919   $89,900  Cheryl Jenkins Coldwell Banker united realtor 699-6530
78750 Jester Point  6801 Jester Wild Drive 5br/3ba  3,418   $475,000  Terraceesa Gouldie Coldwell Banker United Realtor 751-8000
78750 Jester Point   7887 Lakewood Drive 3br/2ba  2,481   $479,000  Jo Carol Snowden Moreland Properties 480-0848
78750 Jester/Canyon Ridge  7806 High Hollow Drive 5br/3ba  3,684   $575,000  Terraceesa Gouldie Coldwell Banker United Realtor 751-8000
78750 Lakewood   6302 Maury Hollow 3br/2ba  2,043   $295,000  Elizabeth Dale Keller Williams Realty 346-7828
78750 Lakewood   6004 Gardenridge Hollow 2br/2ba  1,359   $239,900  Mary Witt Coldwell Banker United Realtor 217-2155
78750 Park at Spicewood Springs 9106 Tweed Berwick Drive 3br/2ba  2,089   $315,000  Donald W. Dungan Keller Williams Realty 439-3628
78750 Spicewood at Bullcreek  10122 Pickfair Drive 4br/3ba  3,133   $484,995  Christina Harmon Coldwell Banker United Realtor 417-5234
78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12309 Bainbridge Lane 4br/2ba  1,399   $145,000  Bettye Turner J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 241-1745
78750 Village at Anderson Mill 12200 Jill Sue Court 3br/2ba  1,754   $173,500  Sherry Browne Sherry Browne, Realtors 461-8485
78750 Village at Anderson Mill 11103 El Salido Parkway 4br/2ba  1,934   $175,000  Tom Hoopingarner Prudential Texas Realty 632-1419
78750 Village at Anderson Mill 10410 Broken Shoe Trail 3br/2ba  1,420   $142,000  Terracery Williams Moreland Properties 699-4868
78750 Woodland Village Anderson Mill  11904 Swan Drive 3br/2ba  1,571   $159,900  Diane Waters Keller Williams Realty 657-4750
78758 Edgecreek Condo 12166 Metric Blvd. 1br/1ba  516   $38,000  Linda Bishop J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 330-9300
78758 Edgecreek Condo 12166 Metric Blvd. 1br/1ba  657   $46,000  Linda Bishop J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 330-9300
78758 Edgecreek Condo 12166 Metric Blvd. 2br/2ba  1,004   $70,000  Linda Bishop J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 330-9300
78758 Gracywoods   11706 Driveayton Drive 4br/2ba  2,206   $219,900  Sheri Brummett Coldwell Banker United Realtor 970-8809
78758 North Park Estates  1100 Minda Drive 3br/2ba  1,642   $189,900  Greg Young Keller Williams Realty 587-1337
78758 Quail Creek West  1441 norseman terrace 4br/2ba  1,559   $165,000  Fabiola urdiales J.B. Goodwin, realtors 300-3196
78758 Reflections Walnut Creek Condo 11901 Swearingen Drive 2br/2ba  1,055   $109,900  Cathy Douglas Keller Williams Realty 431-4823
78759 8888 Tallwood Condo 8888 Tallwood Drive 2br/2ba  841   $129,000  Kelvin Glover Keller Williams Realty 637-8464
78759 Balcones oaks-oak Forest Area 11722 d-K ranch 4br/2ba  2,282   $295,000  mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker united realtor 258-6677
78759 Balcones Woods  11101 Valencia Circle 3br/2ba  1,983   $339,900  Kevin Wilhelm Coldwell Banker United Realtor 417-3915
78759 Columbia Oaks Condo 11970 Jollyville Road 2br/2ba  1,046   $129,900  James Morelli RE/MAX Capital City 744-4153
78759 Columbia Oaks Condo 11970 Jollyville Road 2br/2ba  1,046   $119,965  Gail McClanahan J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 658-9988
78759 Columbia Square Condo 6501 Columbia Oaks Court 2br/2ba  1,220   $156,118  Roger Buraimoh Keller Williams Realty 694-3909
78759 Enclave at Balcones Forest 8102 Cardin drive 4br/2ba  1,813   $399,900  Janet Hoelscher Coldwell Banker united realtor 789-3467
78759 Mesa Park   4703 Beaver Creek Drive 3br/2ba  1,240   $195,000  Nancy Taute Carol Dochen Realtors, INC. 497-5940
78759 Mesa Village Condo 4159 Steck Ave. 2br/1ba  829   $122,500  Anderson Williams Moreland Properties 633-3990
78759 Walnut Crossing  3503 Cookstown Drive 3br/2ba  1,361   $168,000  Cheryl Tucker Best Agents in Texas 705-9010
78759 Westover Hills   3906 Greenmountain Lane 4br/2ba  1,884   $375,000  Carol Dochen Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc. 345-2227
78759 Westover Hills   8701 Oakmountain Circle 3br/2ba  1,861   $469,900  Barb Cooper Coldwell Banker United Realtor 698-6625
78759 Wood Shadows   8126 Ceberry Drive 3br/2ba  1,643   $289,000  Susana Martinez J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 636-9135
78759 Woodlands Austin  8119 Raintree Place 3br/2ba  1,589   $319,000  Lisa Lyons Keller Williams Realty 751-1120


