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Real estate prices rise
by Tiffany young

It isn’t news that Austin is booming, with transplants showing up ev-
ery day and cutting-edge businesses locating in the city. But for many 
people the memory is still fresh in their minds of a time when layoffs 
were a regular occurrence, and businesses were shutting their doors, 
or worse, stopping mid-production such as The Domain and the Intel 
building. Now with the experience of surviving a crash, Austin orga-
nizations are looking over the horizon at what the city needs to do to 
ensure long-term success, and north Austin’s education institutions and 
tech industry are part of the solution.
Finding the right people

Austin’s top resource right now isn’t land or wind or oil; it’s human 
capital. Ideas and talent from Austin are creating products making a 
global impact in electronics, health and other industries. Talent was 
one of the chief elements that brought companies like Samsung to the 

People are city’s top resource

by Rachel youens

continued on |15

In Northwest Austin, the 
number of homes sold in Janu-

ary was down 17 from the previ-
ous year, a 15 percent decrease, 

while Austin had a 12 percent de-
crease and Texas had a 14 percent 
decrease. 

While this means fewer sales for 
realtors, it could be a good thing 
for those looking to buy a house. 
However, just because numbers 
of sales are down does not neces-
sarily mean that prices are going 
down. 
Price is steady

“The market’s slowed down 
slightly this year,” Austin realtor 
Eric Bramlett said. “We haven’t 
seen the same activity [as in pre-
vious years], but we haven’t really 
seen a decrease in prices. We’ve 
seen a decrease in sales volume. I 
think that more than anything, it 
has to do with the mortgage mar- continued on | 11

Public transportation
A pull-out guide to north 
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Page 16

ket. There are less buyers able to 
purchase right now.”

One of the reasons there are 
fewer buyers in the market is be-
cause loans, especially for first-
time buyers have become harder 
to get.

“We’ve had some major changes 
on the lending side that have had 
a huge impact on borrowers being 
able to get financing,” said Gray 
Buffington, president of Buffing-
ton Mortgage, a mortgage com-
pany in Northwest Austin. “Zero 
down loans, which are typically 
for first-time home buyers, are 
harder to obtain. They’re still able 
to get them, but the credit thresh-
olds have been raised, and so bor-
rowers that were buying in those 
areas with marginal credit now 
are unable to buy and are moving 
back into apartments.”
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2003: $158,940
2004: $157,574
2005: $168,905

2006: $179,644
2007: $187,421
5 Yr. Change: 17.92%

2003: $121,387
2004: $117,496
2005: $119,638

2006: $136,031
2007: $147,731
5 Yr. Change: 21.70%

2003: $215,942
2004: $205,170
2005: $217,178

2006: $222,334
2007: $237,172
5 Yr. Change: 9.83%

2003: $240,571
2004: $246.558
2005: $254,610

2006: $278,042
2007: $287,345
5 Yr. Change: 19.44%

Source: MLS Listings and Austin Board of Realtors

While many parts of the u.S. are showing a drop in price, Austin home prices are still on the rise.

2003-2007 Northwest AustiN AverAge sAles prices 

Average Sales price by MLS area

sToRy highlighTs

• Number of homes sold are dowN, but prices are still risiNg

• coNstructioN oN lower-eNd housiNg is dowN

• lower-eNd markets feeliNg the real estate cruNch most

Targeting emerging industry
The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce is using multiple approaches to target 
emerging technology and recruit employees. As the head of the Central Texas 
division of the state’s Emerging Technology Fund, the chamber has identified the 
following as emerging technologies to cultivate:

• Aerospace
• Biotechnology
• Computer and software technology
• Defense
• Energy
• Information

• Life sciences
• Manufactured energy systems
• Medicine
• Nanotechnology
• Petroleum refining and chemical processes
• Semiconductors

Research shows through education and cutting-edge 
technology, north Austin can continue to thrive

North Austin economic longevity

The chamber launched the website 
for their BioAustin Chamber of 
Commerce May 20. This special 
division of the chamber has the 
goal of making Austin a major 
player in the bio industry by 
helping to increase funding for 
young bio companies and urging 
the development of specialized 
biotechnology business parks. 
Find out more at 
www.bioaustin.com.
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Educating the workforce
Although higher education 
enrollment has met targets 
since 2000, enrollment 
numbers are now slowing. 
From 2000 to 2006, the 
enrollment level rose from 
5.0 to 5.6 percent, bumping 
Texas up past the national 
average. To meet the goals set 
in 2000’s Closing The Gap plan, 
enrollment must increase 15.1 
percent by 2010.

Change in Higher 
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St. David’s HealthCare performs more open-heart surgeries, more cardiac catheterizations, more cardiac angioplasties 

and stent insertions than anyone in central Texas. We are the only area healthcare system to offer fully accredited Chest 

Pain Centers at all hospital locations. When you turn to a St. David’s physician specialist for your heart, you plug into 

the region’s leader in heart care.

Find your St. David’s doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

We have the doctors you want.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aust in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t .  Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
S t . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l
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General
Manager’s 
Note

Traci Rodriguez

As Community Impact Newspaper 
continues to grow, we are looking for 
talent as positions become available. With 
several open positions I expected the 
resumes to pour in, but was surprised by 
the lack of resumes. I understand now 
more tha
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TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

The  RX

Nothing else feels 
quite like a Lexus.

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.

Also available in a hybrid.

It all began with the strong conviction 
of John Garrett, our publisher, that friends 
and neighbors in the surrounding Austin 
communities deserved timely and useful 
news at the local level. He also believed 
this news should be delivered monthly 
at no charge. The first issue of Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper delivered to the 
residents of Round Rock and Pflugerville 
in September of 2005. The publication was 
a hit and his beliefs were validated. Soon 
a second paper launched in Cedar Park/
Leander, then a third in Northwest Austin 
and finally, a fourth paper in Georgetown, 
Hutto and Taylor.  

We at Community Impact Newspaper 
feel embraced everywhere we go by the 

community. We’re constantly asked when 
and where we’re going next; and since 
the possibilities are endless, I love this 
question. It is with much excitement that I 
announce the launch of our fifth edition to 
Southwest Austin April 11.

Northwest Austin readers will also 
receive a yearly publication April 25. 
Connected, a comprehensive community 
guide, contains useful information you’ll 
want to have accessible for the entire year 
such a local dining guide and transporta-
tion updates.  

One last thing to note is the re-launch of 
our website, www.impactnews.com. Our 
web team has been preparing for months 
and the new site goes live April 7. I look 
forward to hearing your feedback, please 
check out our website next month and let 
me know what you think of Connected.
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community    impact

1  More apartments
Construction on the Alexan Ribelin, a 
350-unit apartment complex, will begin 
soon by GE Real Estate and Trammell 
Crow Residential. The complex will be 
built on 17.55 acres at McNeil Road and 
RM 2222. The 15-building complex will 
have one-, two- and three-bedroom units, 
averaging 1,000 sq. ft. The estimated aver-
age rent is $1,115 per unit. 

2  Library reopens
After being closed for almost a year, the 
Little Walnut Creek Library reopened 
Feb. 23. The library, located at 835 W. 
Rundberg Lane, underwent remodeling 
and renovation projects included expand-
ing the parking lot, replacing the heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning system, 
improving the landscaping, replacing 
carpet and other interior finishes, and 
reorganizing the interior spaces.

Do good work
Founded by Paul Janowitz, CEO and 
Founder of Sentient Services, LP, the 
website http://austinprobono.org launched 
this past month to allow businesses to 
help nonprofits through pro bono (for the 
public good) works. 

3  Apartments on the rise 
Alliance Communities, the Texas division 
of Alliance Residential Co., is building 
two apartment complexes in north Austin. 
Broadstone Travesia, a 396-unit complex, 
is going up near the intersection of IH 
35, Toll 45, and Toll 1 next to Travesia 
Corporate Park across from La Frontera. 
A 280-unit Grand Avenue apartment com-
plex is going up one mile south of Round 
Rock on the northeast corner of Grand 
Avenue Parkway and IH-35 intersection.

4  Northwest Austin Bal-
cones Park renovations
Renovations to the playscape at Northwest 
Balcones Park, 10201 Talleyran Drive, are 
now complete. For more information, call 
the City of Austin Parks Department at 
974-6700.

 i-Ride contest
Capital Metro launched i-Ride, an con-
test, which could earn riders prizes. The 
contest focuses on customers’ testimoni-
als about their reasons for riding Capital 
Metro. Participants can submit a video 
or audio recording via YouTube.  Capital 
Metro will post pictures and profiles of 
i-Riders at www.capmetro.org/i-ride. For 
more details about the contest, which ends 
April 12, visit the i-Ride website. 
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www.growthmechanics.com     512!219!0795

business coaching    leadership growth    

team mechanics    profile assessments 

Profile Assessments to help you hire the 
right candidate and identify blind spots 
impacting customer service on your team.

Business Coaching to deliver powerful 
results as we assist you in working o! your 
business rather than i! your business.

Group Coaching opportunities to keep you 
sharp, help maintain focus, and deliver 
inspiration to be a better manager & leader.

"e# consultation ! ca$ today!

Get Fit and Have Fun with Cardio Tennis 
  A 1 hour cardio class using the sport of tennis as the workout
For beginner or advanced level lessons or more information  on Cardio 
Tennis call Todd Carlson at 789-9658.  

Adult Sports Leagues- Now Accepting Company Teams!
  Sports Included are Volleyball, Softball, Basketball, Flag Football, & Tennis
  Sign up as a team or as an individual by calling Murray at 241-0233 or online
  at www.hpbc.org/rec

Register Now - Quarries Summer Camps
• 9:00am – 4:30pm Mon. - Fri.
• Drop o�  between: 7:30am and 9am Pick Up between 4:30pm and 6:30pm 
• One-day Camp options available • Campers grouped by grades: K-1, 2-3, 4- 6
• Hot lunch provided - Morning and afternoon snacks provided
• Energetic, athletic, Christian sta�  speci� cally 
   trained with a summer camp focus.

For information on our no-contract 
Fitness Club memberships or 
personal trainers call 241-0233

d H F ith C di T i

The Quarries Church is opening it’s doors Easter Sunday. 
   Infant- 5th grade Children’s Programming
Service begins at 9:30 a.m. 
   Dr. J. Kie Bowman, 
   Senior Pastor
   512-852-4253 or 
   quarrieschurch@hpbc.org
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Calendar events must be submitted by the second Friday of the month.
E-mail Tiffany at tyoung@impactnews.com or call (512) 989-6808

MARCh

2008 Essay contest
In honor of the 50th anniversary of Law 
Day, the Williamson County Bar Asso-
ciation is sponsoring an essay contest for 
Williamson County high school seniors. 
First place wins $1,000. This year’s essay 
topic asks students to interview a parent 
or other adult about their experiences with 
people of other races or religions when 
they were growing up. While thinking 
about creating communities of opportu-
nity and equity, students should write a 
500 – 1,000 word essay comparing their 
own experience with that of an older gen-
eration. For more information, visit www.
wilcobar.com. Essays must be postmarked 
by April 15.

5  Stop. You’re on candid 
camera.
The city of Austin identified nine inter-
sections for red light cameras, which will 
be installed in April and are expected to 
be operational in May. Intersections in 
Northwest Austin are northbound MoPac 
at Howard Lane/Wells Branch Parkway 
and southbound MoPac at Howard Lane/
Wells Branch Parkway.

6  Domain adds banking
IBC Bank opened Feb. 14 at the corner of 
Braker Lane and Burnet Road, 11400 Bur-
net Road Bldg. #46. It differs from most 
IBC Banks by having a community suite 
for meetings that seats 10 and can be lent 
out to the community for free and has full-
service safety deposit boxes. IBC’s grand 
opening is March 30 from 5 – 7 p.m. The 
grand opening will include: wine & cheese 
from Oak Hill grocery,  presentation of a 
$2,500 donation to the Austin Symphony, 
a string quartet and Austin ballet, coupons 
and giveaways. For more information, call 
397-4595.

Bringing the central components of 
reading to early childhood

Participants will gain insight into techniques that will 
bring components of reading to pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten students.
Scottish Rite Learning center, 12871 n. Hwy 183, Ste. 105 
9 a.m.-noon
cost: $40 
contact: 472-1231; www.scottishritelearningcenter.org

Street Cycling 
Street cycling provides cyclists of all experience levels with 
a comprehensive understanding of the skills and knowl-
edge which are necessary to ride safely in traffic. After 
attending the Street cycling class, registered participants 
can go for a street ride on the following Saturday. Street 
cycling instructors are certified by the League of American 
Bicyclists to teach traffic cycling.
Rei Gateway, 9901 n. capital of texas Hwy.
5 p.m.
cost: $65 
contact: Preston tyree at preston3@communitymobility.
org; http://communitymobility.org

Austin Steppers Workshop
A 2-day dance workshop presented by dBJ Productions. 
teaching fundamentals of chicago original Style Steppin’, a 
form of ballroom dance. teaching basic to advanced. 
club Breeze, 2113 Wells Branch Parkway, Ste. 500
March 28-29 
Friday session: 6-9 p.m.; Saturday: 1-4 p.m.
cost: $35 for two days, $25 for one day (pre-register 
singles), $45 2-days (non-register); $50 for two days 
(pre-register couples), $60 non-register; $35 for one day 
(couples)
contact: steppindee@hotmail.com; www.dbjproductions.
com

11th Annual Rockin’ Roundup
Support Any Baby can at their annual fundraiser 

Rockin’ Roundup with Sen. Kirk Watson as emcee and cover 
band SKYRocKet! as entertainment.
6 p.m.
texas disposal Systems exotic Game Ranch, 12200 carl 
Road, creedmoor 
cost: $150
contact: www.abcaus.org/rockinroundup

City of Austin Solid Waste Services 
Collection Event  

the city of Austin will be accepting household hazardous 
chemicals. the event is free and open to residents of Austin 
and travis county. to get more information about what will 
and will not be accepted, visit www.austinrecycles.com. 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Anderson High School, parking lot, 8403 Mesa drive
contact: Jill Mayfield, Public information officer, 974-3556 

Summitt Elementary School’s Spring Bazaar 
and Garage Sale
8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Summitt elementary, 12207 Brigadoon Lane 
the event includes a Bazaar with local artisans and busi-
ness owners and a school-wide garage sale.  there will 
be drawings for door prizes and goodies for sale donated 

from local restaurants. All proceeds benefit the Koblenz 
Germany overseas exchange program toward student 
travel expenses.

Spring Tea Dance, Performance & 
Fashion Show

Austin uptown dance will host social dancing, performanc-
es and a fashion show. desserts, snacks and beverages will 
be served.
8868 Research Blvd., Ste. #706
5-8 p.m. 
cost: $10 in advance; $12 at the door
contact: www.austinuptowndance.com

Texas Hill Country Wine & Food Festi-
val’s Sunday Fair 

the texas Hill country Wine and Food Festival brings 
together innovative culinary artisans and wine producers 
who celebrate the rich traditions that influence texas wine 
and food. the Festival’s purpose is to promote texas wine 
and food and to increase appreciation of texas’ impact on 
food and wine throughout the world. Founded in the texas 
Hill country in 1986, the Festival is a 501(c)4 nonprofit 
organization.
10 a.m.
cost: Varies depending on events
contact: http://texaswineandfood.org, 930-2027

Dog Fair
calling all dogs! Wells Branch Mud is hosting 

its annual dog Fair. Visit the many booths set up by local 
veterinarians and other pet companies. Also, enroll your 
pooch to win prizes in one of the many free competitions 
including a 40-yard dash, best trick, most obedient, best-
dressed, dog and owner look-alike, and the Wells Branch 
King and Queen.
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
cost: Free
contact: www.wellsbranchmud.com

It’s My Park Day
in April, the Austin Parks Foundation along with sponsor-
ship from many local businesses coordinates a day of park 
related projects across Austin called “it’s My Park.”  this will 
be the fourth year that Gracy Woods has participated in it’s 
My Park. Pre-registration is a requirement and unsuper-
vised children are not encouraged to attend.  
north Star Greenbelt, 11701 tallow Field Way
9 a.m.
cost: Free
contact: www.austinparks.org/itsmypark.html
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Art City Austin 08 
Formerly the Austin Fine Arts Festival, Art city Austin 08 is 
an outdoor fair set against streets, plazas, and green spaces 
on the edge of downtown. the city’s largest and longest 
running outdoor art fair offers art for many budgets. 
cesar chavez Street from colorado to Lamar
cost: $8 for adults; under 12 are free
contact: www.artallianceaustin.org/art_alliance_aus-
tin_event.html

Parent Support Group
evaluations: understanding the process

Scottish Rite Learning center, 12871 n. uS Hwy 183, Ste. 
105
7–8:30 p.m.
cost: Free
contact: 472-1231; www.scottishritelearningcenter.org

On Your Feet International Music & 
Dance Extravaganza

Proceeds will benefit Posada esperanza- casa Marianellas 
program for homeless single immigrant mothers with 
children that are also victims of domestic abuse.
Monarch event center, 6406 iH-35, Ste. 3100
cost: $15 in advance, $20 at the door
contact: www.onyourfeetworld.org

A Toast to Awareness
A wine tasting and silent auction promotes 

awareness of child Abuse Prevention Month. the proceeds 
will benefit the children of Angelheart children’s Shelter. 
Research Plaza Bldg. iV, 12301 Research Blvd.
6:30-8:30 p.m.
cost: $40 per individual; $75 per couple
contact: www.angelheartshelter.org or call diane at 
773-0305.

Building Vocabulary:  Beyond Diction-
ary Definitions

9-11 a.m.
Scottish Rite Learning center, 12871 n. uS Hwy 183, Suite 
105
cost: $30
contact: 472-1231; www.scottishritelearningcenter.org

Shred Day 2008
With the increased awareness of identity theft, 

it’s important to dispose of personal records carefully. to 
highlight this, the Association of Records Managers and 
Administrators and the city of Austin are sponsoring a free 
event to help individuals and families with home records 
management, identity theft protection and recycling. 
Households can bring up to five file boxes of paper records 
for shredding. 
Austin High Parking Lot, 1715 W. cesar chavez 
7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
contact: Jannette Goodall at 974-9045 or via email at 
Jannette.goodall@ci.austin.tx.us

3rd Annual Dog Leg Classic Golf Tournament 
the tournament will benefit the Humane Society of Wil-
liamson county.  this is a rare opportunity for golf enthu-
siasts to play a private, Jack nicklaus signature golf course, 
set in the texas Hill country, while simultaneously helping 
the homeless animals in Williamson county. the Humane 
Society of Williamson county (HSWc) is a not-for-profit 
501(c) 3 organization 100 percent funded by donations, 
grants and fees for services.  
cimarron Hills Golf and county club in Georgetown
cost: $150/person or $500 to sign up a foursome
contact: visit www.hswc.net, e-mail info@hswc.net or call 
260-3602, ext. 101
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7  PISD Job Fair
The Pflugerville Independent School Dis-
trict will hold a Teacher Job Fair on Satur-
day, March 29. from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
John B. Connally High School. To be eli-
gible to participate in the job fair, teachers 
must submit a certified application online 
in advance of the job fair, possess a valid 
teacher's certificate or prove that you will 
be able to have one by August 2008 and 
bring proof of certification, copies of tran-
scripts, and resumé copies for distribution. 
If not currently certified, bring a copy of 
Texas certification exam scores or provide 
transcripts demonstrating 24 semester 
hours in the desired subject area. ACP 
participants may bring a letter from the 
Alternative Certification Program showing 
proof of participation. Student teachers 
must bring a college letter of anticipated 
completion or an updated transcript show-
ing enrollment in student teaching. For 
more information, visit www.pflugervil-
leisd.net/features/jobfair.cfm

8  Why Cowboys Sing in 
Texas! featuring Literature 
LIVE!
Local libraries will host theater and pup-
pet presentations for ages 5 and up. On 
Tuesday, March 25 at 10:30 a.m., Youth 
Programs at Milwood Branch, 12500 
Amherst, will be holding “Why Cowboys 
Sing in Texas!” For more information, 
call 339-2355. Another performance of 
“Why Cowboys Sing in Texas!” will take 
place Friday, April 4 at 10:30 a.m. at Youth 
Programs at Little Walnut Creek Branch, 
835 W. Rundberg. For more informa-
tion, call 836-8975.To reserve a space for 
a group of 5 or more, call 974-7302. To 

10  New communications
Cricket Communications, a wireless 
internet provider, and FedEx Kinkos 
are opening stores at 2406 Parmer Lane. 
For more information on FedEx Kinkos, 
call 719-5300. For more information on 
Cricket, visit www.mycricket.com.

reserve a space for a group of five or more 
call 974-7302.

9  Tech Ridge Center adds 
Office Depot, Petco and 
Castle Dental
At the development on the southeast cor-
ner of IH 35 and Parmer Lane, Tech Ridge 
Center adds Office Depot, Petco and 
Castle Dental to their anchors H.E. B. and 
JC Penney. Expected to open in Novem-
ber, Office Depot will open a 21,000 sq. ft. 
store, Petco will be 16,000 sq. ft. and Castle 
Dental will be 3,000 sq. ft.
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MUSiC CiTY CYCLES
business    profile by Tiffany young

David Hartley, owner of Music City 
Cycles.

McNeil Dr.

n

Parm
er Ln.

Music City Cycles

It was love at first bike. David 
Hartley, owner of Music City 

Cycles, met his wife Sara through 
cycling, got married in La Grange 
at the halfway point of the MS 
150 bike race and designed a 
wedding band reminiscent of 
a bicycle chain. Luckily, his 
wife Sara shares his passion for 
cycling.
While Hartley’s first love may 

have been bikes, it wasn’t until 
June 2006 that he finally opened 
his own bike shop at the Parmer 
McNeil Plaza. Originally from 
Dallas, he moved to Austin to 
attend the University of Texas 
as a theater student, but when 
he decided he did not want 
to sacrifice everything in the 
attempt to make a living as an 
actor, he changed his major. 
His theater advisor and 

instructor told him he was selling 
his soul to a capitalistic society 
and his engineering advisor 
told him he would never make 
it in engineering with a theater 
background. Nonetheless, 
Hartley graduated from UT-
Austin with a bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering in 1983. 
After working at two large 

companies and a small business, 
Hartley was ready to start his 
own business. His first business 
did consulting for UPS utility 
systems, but friends regularly 
asked Hartley to help fix their 
bikes when no one else in town 

Music City Cycles
6301 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 504

336-BIKE (2453)
www.musiccitycycles.com

could. At one point he had eight 
bikes in his garage waiting to be 
fixed. His wife urged him to open 
a shop so there would be space in 
their garage. 
In 2005, the couple began 

seriously considering opening a 
bike shop and realized that many 
cyclists rode along Parmer Lane. 
“Parmer Lane is just such a 

huge thoroughfare for cyclists,” 
Hartley said. “My wife and I just 
sat in an intersection at Parmer 
and Anderson Mill and just saw 
hundreds of cyclists go through 
in a day.”
Hartley keeps busy at the 

shop without any employees to 
help out. While he’s considered 
taking in help, he said there is 
not enough work for him and 
someone else to stay busy, and 
he wants to make sure each 
customer is given high quality 
service.
“We came in to try to fill a void,” 

said Hartley. “We think taking 
care of the customer is the most 
important thing.”
One of Hartley’s favorite parts 

of the job, though, is a benefit 
he had never even considered: 
meeting other cyclists who are 
just as passionate as he is.
“Everyone who enters the shop 

I have something in common 
with,” Hartley said. “Every week 
I have cyclists come in, not to 
buy anything but to just talk 
about cycling. For me, that was 

something that was missing in 
the past [in other jobs].”
In addition to selling a variety 

of bikes and bike accessories, 
Music City Cycles fits cyclists for 
comfortable cycling and makes 
repairs on bicycles and human-
powered vehicles. 
“We take everything about 

your dimensions and put it 
into a computer, and it tells us 
what kind of bike is right for 
you,” Hartley said. “For the 20 
percent who can’t find a bike 
that fits comfortably, we’ll work 
with customers to put together a 
custom-made bike.”

UPCOMiNG BiCYCLE RidES
March 29
Rosedale Ride, 8:30 a.m., Applied 
Materials, www.rosedaleride.org
Rosedale School, 2117 W. 49th
Smokin’ Spokes, 9 a.m., Salado, 
www.smokinspokes.homestead.com 
Pace Park, 18 N. Main, Salado  

April 12, 13
MS150: houston to Austin, 7 a.m., 
Omni Houston West, 
www.ms150.org/ms150
Tully Stadium, 1050 Dairy Ashford St.
 
April 26
hill Country Ride for AidS, 7 a.m., 
Spicewood, www.hillcountryride.org
Krause Springs

Introducing Business Class Phone 
only from Time Warner Cable.

A better CHOICE in business phone service.
From the same company you know and trust for Internet, cable TV and more.

Call 866-877-4841 or 
© 2007 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.  Some restrictions may apply.

Custom Bundle Packages
Now Available!

or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.
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TAURUS dOG TRAiNiNG
business    profile by Tiffany young

Andrea Lawes, Taurus 
Metric manager 

Deciding on a lifelong career can 
take years of agony, but for Taurus 

Dog Trainer owner William McLeroy, the 
career practically picked him. 
In high school McLeroy needed spending 

money, so he took a job hosing dog runs 
for Melanie Dinicus, a prominent field 
trial dog trainer near Tyler. Dinicus 
noticed McLeroy had a knack with dogs 
and started training him in dog obedience. 
In college McLeroy continued training 

dogs for friends, but really began making 
it into an occupation in his senior year 
as a philosophy and English major at the 
University of Texas.  
McLeroy had planned on going to law 

school after graduation, but his business 
began picking up and a friend told him, 
while playing racquetball, that he could 
really make a business of it. 
On June 8, 1998, McLeroy’s wife’s 

birthday, the first Taurus facility on South 
Lamar opened. Since then, two Northwest 
Austin Taurus locations have opened, one 
on McNeil Road and the other on Metric 
near Parmer.
“We originally started as trainers,” 

McLeroy said. “And we would offer puppy 
consultations and get owners thinking 

about socialization. People 
would take (puppies) to 
dog parks and have bad 
experiences, so we started 
have puppy socialization 
days at our houses.”
McLeroy realized that 

customers would bring 
their dogs long after they 
were puppies to these 
socialization days and 
that is when they realized 
doggy day care might be 
something that would 
interest people. While 
doggy day cares are not 
unusual anymore, in the 
‘90s they were still very new. 
Taurus was the first doggy 
day care in Austin.
The location on Metric is 

the most recent location 
and is connected to a 
veterinarian hospital, 
making it a synergetic, 
or mutually beneficial, 
relationship for both 
businesses. 
McLeroy said there are 

many differences between 
Taurus Dog Training and 
other similar businesses 
in the area, but the main 
difference, he believes, is 

that the company’s base is in behavior.
“The dogs have fun here, but we can also 

cultivate a relationship between dogs and 
their owner,” McLeroy said. “Training 
is about looking at the space between 
the dog and the person and making 
modifications to make the space between 
the dog and the person a healthier space.” 
McLeroy added that while many dog 

owners believe certain skill sets, such as sit 
and speak, are key to training, these skill 
sets are unhelpful.
Taurus operates under four priorities: 

the health and safety of the dog, customer 
satisfaction, employee personal and 
professional growth and profitability. 
“One thing we’re really about is continual 

growth for ourselves and the community 
and enabling our clients to grow in their 
understanding of dogs,” McLeroy said.
While three locations can be a handful, 

McLeroy said he is looking for new 
locations in the next year. He is interested 
in a south or west location, but would not 
be averse to continuing north if he found 
the right location. 
One thing is for sure, Northwest Austin 

residents have a safe place to bring their 
dogs, where dogs can be dogs.

McNeil Dr.

n

Taurus - McNeil

Owner, William McLeroy

Taurus - McNeil
6917 McNeil Drive  • 258-5588

mcneil@taurusdogtraining.com

Taurus - Metric
12419 Metric Blvd. • 832-1012

metric@taurusdogtraining.com

W. Parmer Ln.

n

Taurus - Metric

Metr
ic 

Blvd
.

WAITING FOR A SIGN
FROM UP ABOVE?
Waiting for a rainy day to think about gutters? That may not be a good idea. If you 
have no gutters, your gutters are clogged, or installed wrong, bad things happen–both 
problems you can and can’t see. That’s why you need Gutter Helmet®, installed using 
SnapLock™. the world’s only puncture-free gutter attachment system. Prevents: wood 
rot, mildew and drips caused by spike, screw, or nail holes.

Your Gutters Aren't Working?

Installs on new or over 
existing gutters.

Never clean your gutters again!
The rain goes into your gutters.
Leaves and debris stay out.

Gutter Attachment 
System.
No Holes, No Rot, 
No Water Damage.
Lifetime Warranty.

Homeowners spend thousands of dollars on 
damage directly related to punctured gutters. 
Traditional gutters are attached to your home 
using “spikes or screws” that puncture your gutters 
and rip into the wood trim boards of your home. 
With changing temperatures, your gutters expand 
and contract, tearing them away from your home.

Is Your Home Rotting?

®

www.AustinGutterman.com   www.GutterHelmet.com

Call 512-450-1821
or 1-800-558-2754

Why Choose Us:

SAVE $500
on Gutter Helmet

or SAVE $125 on Open Top Gutter Systems

Total Home Protection System

Half Round Seamless Decorative Gutter

Rain Chains & Rain Collection

Never Clean Your Gutters Again!
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Henna Chevrolet
    We’ll stand by you!

Serving Austin with pride for 70 years.

We ’ l l  be a t  a ny  p r i ce  i n  Texas
on a new Chevy...GUARANTEED.

We won’ t  just  se l l  you a car today, 
we’ll build a relationship for a lifetime.

OPEN MON-SAT 8AM-8PM
VIEW OUR INVENTORY AT WWW.HENNA.COM

(512) 402-5856
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electronic polymers Inc.
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Electronic Polymers inc.
525 Round Rock West Drive, Ste. 200

583-8300 
www.electricpolymers.com

Co-founders 
Josh Horvath and 
Karen Shrier

Round Rock
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New Round Rock
Event Center

The Round Rock Express, under the leadership of the Nolan Ryan family, 
wants to partner with the city to build and operate a 40,000 to 60,000 sq. ft. 
multi-use event center. It would be the first of its kind in Williamson County 
with the potential to host 1,000 or more attendees.

Event center at Dell Diamond

Round Rock Dell Diamond has 
drawn more than 4.7 million visitors since 
it opened in 2000. Now the ballpark own-
ers would like to build an even larger at-
traction.

In the next two years, they envision the 
land surrounding the minor league field 
transforming into an entertainment hub 
with a possible event center and hotel 
acting as a catalyst to bring restaurants, 
retail and music.

Old Settlers Park’s sports complex be-
hind the Dell Diamond already makes 
Round Rock attractive for tournaments, 
but an indoor venue for sports such as 
cheerleading and wrestling is still need-
ed. 

 The Ryans also know from confiden-
tial negotiations that a 200-room, full-

Round Rock For BlackBerry users, nothing is more 
aggravating than a dropped call in the middle of a con-
versation   — or worse, a locked up keypad when trying to 
type an important e-mail.

The root of these common system failures is an act of 
nature: static electricity, also known as electro-static dis-
charge. With the help of a new electronic polymer device, 
which is like a surge protector for static electricity, cell 
phones and computers will become lighter, smaller, less 
expensive and more reliable.

Karen Shrier, president and 
CEO of Electronic Polymers 
Inc., and Josh Horvath, vice 
president of strategic opera-
tions, co-founded Electronic 
Polymers Inc. The company 
has developed a new manufac-
turing technology to increase 
reliability in the performance 
of cell phones and computers 
by pioneering cutting edge surge protection devices.

Horvath said Electronic Polymers has 15 engineers, and 
in less than a year, they expect to hire 15 more employees. 
He said they are committed to keeping their engineering 
and manufacturing operations on-shore in the United 
States.

Electronic Polymers will soon hire as many as 40 em-
ployees for a new manufacturing facility that will be built 
near Toll 130, slated for completion in 2010.

McNeil R
oadR

ou
nd

 R
oc

k 
W

es
t D

r.

Electronic 
Polymers

service hotel will come soon, sitting east 
of the ballpark. It might become a bigger 
hotel if the city builds the event center 
next door, Reid said. The hotel will be a 
part of the Diamond Oaks development, 
another project headed by the Ryans. 

Filled with retail, restaurants, some 
residences and possibly a stage for live 
music, the development will be east of 
the baseball field and landscaped with 
four existing old oak trees. 

The Ryans have interested tenants for 
the development, but until the size of 
the hotel and the existence of the event 
center are determined, Reese said they 
do not plan to move forward with any 
other agreements. He would like to break 
ground in 2009. 

nolan Ryan family to create entertainment hub near ballpark 

Total revenue:
$19 million

Where your toll money goes

Average weekday
transactions

in January 2008:

55,758

Toll revenue
for January 2008:

$1.23 million

2008 Operating 
budget

This pays for 
bond debt, cost 

of operating 
the road, cost 
of collecting 

the tolls, 
maintenance and 
repair costs, and 
administrative 

costs

Net total2008 Annual 
projection

Average monthly 
toll revenue 

x 12
= $15.50 million 

(revenue)

        $3.50 million
(interest earned)

=    $19 million

$7.17 million
(expenses)

 $6.95 million
(depreciation, 

interest expenditures)

=    $14.12 million

Total operation costs:
- $14.12 million

This can be used for:
• Toll 183A 

extension
•  Possible 

managed lane 
on US 183 to 
the south

•  Other projects

=   $4.88 million 

+

+

Cedar Park Although cur-
rently only 4.5 miles of tolled 
road, Toll 183A is a stretch of 
pavement that has become a big 
topic of conversation. 

The road, which opened in 
March 2007, starts at Toll 45 
in Northwest Austin and runs 

Toll 183A: One year later

new parks set tone for summer months
Cedar Park Cedar Park and Leander are preparing for 
the summer vacation months with new pools, BMX tracks 
and hike-and-bike trails galore. 

The Cedar Park Parks and Recreation Department has 
been busy completing Veterans Memorial Park.

The 48-acre community park was purchased in 2005 
with $1.4 million from 2001 general obligation bonds.

Phase one of Veterans Memorial Park includes Cedar 
Park’s largest public pool. With 8,500 sq. ft. of water surface 
area, the pool is slightly larger than Milburn Pool. The 
pool is slated to open Memorial Day weekend. The aquatic 
park will be open only on the weekends until school is out, 
when the park will be functioning seven days a week.

Phase two, which is currently under design, calls for 
basketball and tennis courts, a dog park, pavilions, sports 
practice fields, a playscape, hike-and-bike trails and an 
amphitheater. 

The Texas cave capital of the world will welcome a new 

northward, ending just past RM 
1431. Future expansion will take 
the road farther north through 
Leander, past RM 2243, ending 
just south of the South Fork San 
Gabriel River. Frontage lanes 
have already been built to the 
river, north of Leander. They are 

open and free to use.
Toll 183A was originally part of the Texas 

Department of Transportation’s Central 
Texas Turnpike Project — along with Toll 
45, Toll 130 and Toll 1 — but got bumped 
from the project due to lack of funding. As a 
result, the Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority took it over. 

“Williamson and Travis counties created 
the CTRMA through a partnership after it 
had become apparent that state and federal 

dollars for transportation were getting 
harder to obtain,” said Steve Pustelnyk, 
CTRMA’s director of communications. 

In 2001, the state legislature passed 
the regional mobility authority legisla-
tion that gave communities the flex-
ibility to house multiple transportation 
needs under one roof. An RMA could 
be a tolling agency, the operator of an 
airport or bus line or any transporta-
tion provider.

“When the RMA legislation passed 
in 2001, Williamson and Travis coun-
ties got together and said, ‘OK, now 
that this is available to us, we ought to 
form one of these agencies to get some 
projects done around here that had 
been stagnating,’” Pustelnyk said. 

110-acre preserve early this summer. The Discovery Well 
Cave Preserve is located at the corner of Anderson Mill 
Road and Lime Creek Road.

Discovery Well is host to 10 separate caves and is one of 
the last known homes of the Tooth Cave Ground Beetle. 

The preserve will open April 12 for Cave Day and 
will then remain open on a limited basis. Citizens are 
encouraged to contact the City of Cedar Park Parks 
and Recreation Department before venturing into the 
preserve.

Cedar Park’s new recreation center will be located just behind 
The Railyard Shopping Center in the Cedar Park Town Center.
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An opportunity and an adventure 
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Real estate
Buffington said that within Austin, he 

has not seen a difference in the real estate 
market, but that outlying areas of Cedar 
Park and Pflugerville, where there is still 
room for development, are seeing some 
slow down, because homes for resale are 
having to compete with new homes being 
built.

While it is more difficult for many first-
time homebuyers to get loans, those that 
are doing well financially may have more 
bargaining power than in previous years 
with less competition for homes on the 
market.

Housing Predictor, which provides inde-
pendent real estate market forecasts online 
for more than 250 cities in all 50 states, 
named Austin the tenth hottest buyer’s 
market in the U.S. for 2008. 

“Our business has been very steady, but 
we’ve seen a little pressure on price,” said 
Northwest Austin realtor Jim Morelli of Re-
Max Capitol City.
Affordability

The median family income has not in-
creased substantially since 2001 according 
to HousingWorks Austin’s website. Hous-
ingWorks Austin is a nonprofit organiza-
tion aiming to keep homes affordable for 
Austinites through research, education and 
public policy change.

Despite Austinites living roughly on the 
same income, Austin housing prices con-
tinue to rise. 

A forecast by the National Association of 
Real Estate said the Texas market is still ex-
periencing gains in home prices, with Aus-
tin having a price increase of 6 percent in 
the final quarter of 2007. 

Despite most metropolitan areas’ hous-
ing being overvalued, Austinites might be 
surprised to find Austin housing, along 
with many Texas cities, was found to be un-
dervalued by 9.1 percent in a recent report 
by Global Insight. 
Permits

According to data from the Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce, new privately-owned 
housing units authorized by building per-
mits decreased in 2007 by 6,152 with the 
largest decrease in single family homes. 

James Pratt, owner of Custom Electron-
ics in North Austin, a business that works 
with homebuilders to engineer, design, and 
install electronic systems in residences and 

professional offices said that he hasn’t seen 
much of a decline in construction this past 
year except in lower-end homes.

“The biggest change we’ve seen is kind 
of in the lower-end market: $100,000 to 
$200,000 homes,” Pratt said. “We’ve seen 
that market kind of drop off. They’re not 
building as many houses. In the construc-
tion portion the market downturn hasn’t 
affected Austin as much as some of the 
other parts of the nation. The lower-priced 
house, I think it’s harder for people to get 
into those loans now, and I think that’s af-
fected building.”
incentives to buy

In January, U.S. Sen. John Cornyn co-
sponsored a bill that, if passed, would give 
a $15,000 tax credit distributed over three 
years to homebuyers that buy a new, fore-
closed or under pending foreclosure home. 
A similar incentive was used in the 1970s to 
boost the market when it was lagging.

“I think the national media are having a 
psychological effect on some of the buyers 
in the market,” Buffington said. “They don’t 
understand that the market here in Austin 
is still very strong. Really, with the excep-
tion of some tightening of some lending 
guidelines, the Austin market still remains 
very strong and we’re running counter to 
the rest of the nation. We have one of the 
strongest markets in the country.”

*Global Insight is the world’s leading company for 
economic and financial analysis and forecasting. The 
study, which uses household population density, mort-
gage interest rates, relative income levels and character-
istics unique to the history of each metro area for its 
analysis warns that data should not be misinterpreted 
by reading too much into the analysis. The study has a 
standard deviation in house price valuations of plus or 
minus 15 percent, so any valuation between 15 percent 
overvalued and 15 percent undervalued should be con-
sidered statistically normal.

Currently living in an apartment near the 
Arboretum, Matt and Andrea Otis put in a bid on 
their first home this month. While they have been 
renting since they got married in 2006, they are 
looking to buy a house now because they have 
some extra money from their two incomes and 
feel they can afford to have a place of their own 
without throwing money away on rent. 

“We are not living paycheck to paycheck, so we have extra money that we could 
use towards a mortgage payment,” Andrea Otis said. “So, we just decided that we 
could actually be investing this money into something that is ours, and we could do 
whatever we want to it. Plus, we would have a yard for our dog, and it just seemed 
like the right time to do it financially. If we weren’t in the right place financially we 
wouldn’t even be looking.”

While the Otis’ feel they are in a good place to buy a house right now, they also 
feel that some of the mortgage brokers have encouraged them to take out a higher 
mortgage loan than they feel comfortable with for a larger home than they want. 

“I think the biggest challenge for me [in finding a home] is the amount of money 
they expect you to afford for a house is not in line with the amount that you can 
actually afford once you take out taxes, car payments and all the things of normal 
life,” Matt Otis said. “It’s just really a matter of the market getting so inflated that they 
think the only payments you have in life should be for a home and, frankly, there’s 
more to life than being able to say you own the walls you sleep in.”

The couple also had problems getting a loan on a smaller fixer-upper house, but 
had no problem getting a loan for a more expensive bigger, newer house. 

“There’s this part where you know that financially you’re fine, you can get approved 
for a loan and then there’s getting past the human side,” Andrea Otis said. “One 
mortgage broker we were working with didn’t like the house we were wanting to 
try to buy, so he wouldn’t approve us for that loan. So that was an unexpected curve 
ball. We thought, ‘we’d been counting on you, we put in an offer and now you’re 
telling us no?’ It was pretty shocking.”

While their first bid was not accepted, the couple plans to continue their search.

7872778750

78729

78758
78759

First-time homebuyers

According to MLS listings, Travis County 
homes were on the market just slightly 
longer than the year before with an average 
of two days longer in 2008 than 2007, 
showing that even while prices increase, 
people are still in the market for homes.

Find out more and see how you can be ACC austincc.edu/iamacc (512) 223.4222

It’s kind of cool – when you’re in high school ACC’s Early College Start program gives 
you a chance to be in college for free. Yes, for free! I plan to earn up to one year of college 
before graduating high school. That’ll go a long way toward helping me achieve my dream: 
I want to be an architect and build skyscrapers like the Frost Tower.

Manuel, high school student

Today, Psych 2301.Tomorrow, Prom.

278759
Median Price

$350,000

78758
Median Price

$160,000

78750
Median Price

$450,000

78727
Median Price

$200,000

78729
Median Price

$200,000

*estimated prices according to zillow.com

Matt and Andrea Otis

A newly-wed couple discusses the trials 
of buying their first home in Northwest 
Austin.

5 Board Certified Dermatologists

8240 N. MoPac Expy, Suite 350, Austin
(512) 459-4869 • www.balconesdermatology.com

General Dermatology • Pediatric Dermatology
Surgical Dermatology & Skin Cancer Treatment

 Narrowband UVB • Cosmetic Dermatology
(Botox, wrinkle � llers, photofacial, laser hair removal, chemical peels)

Routine Care: Usually within 1 week
Urgent Care: Within 24 hours
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

2007 Average sales prices by ZiP code

183

620
MoPac

360

Parmer Ln.

Braker Ln.

McNeil
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historical    impact
Wells family settles Walnut Creek

by Karen Thompson

In 1827, as a lad of eleven years, Way-
man Wells came to Bastrop County with 
his parents Martin and Sarah Wells. About 
a decade later he would be a noted spy for 
Gen. Sam Houston in the Texas Revolu-
tion, and would help Texas win the Battle 
of San Jacinto April 21, 1836.

As the Texas revolution geared up in the 
fall of 1835, Wayman enlisted as a volun-
teer soldier under Captain R. M. Coleman 
Mina’s Volunteers and participated in the 
Battle of Conception south of San Anto-
nio and the Grass Fight/Seige of Bexar 
in which the famous soldier and Indian 
fighter Ben Milam was killed.

Wells received numerous land grants 
for his participation in the fight for Texas 
independence, during which he served 
under both Col. Stephen F. Austin and 
General Edward Burleson.

To claim his land grants, Wells and his 
wife Mary settled on several hundred acres 
of land along Walnut Creek in north Tra-
vis County. The Wells were parents to nine 
children and in order for them to receive 
a better education, the family decided to 
build an additional home in Austin closer 
to educational institutions.

The Martin Wells family was very well 
known in the early days of Texas. In 1839 
Wayman Wells’ brother-in-law, John B. 
Walters, was killed by Indians at the Battle 
of Brushy Creek near present day Taylor. 
Wayman’s younger brother, Martin Jones 

Wells, served in the Texas Revolution and 
three terms in the early Texas Rangers. 

Another brother-in-law, Norman B. 
Woods, husband of Jane Wells, was killed 
in Mexico’s Perote prison after drawing 
a “black bean of death” following the ill-
fated Mier expedition of Republic of Texas 
president, Mirabeau B. Lamar, in 1842. 

In 1850 Wells engaged Abner Cook, 
the best architect in Austin, to design his 
home. The most noted Abner Cook de-
signed house is the Texas Governor’s Man-
sion, just west of the Capital on 11th Street. 
The Wells home was simple, but served the 
purpose of housing the family when they 
were away from the farm.

Wayman was elected Travis County 
Commissioner and also served as a trustee 
of the State Insane Asylum. As a devoted 
Methodist he was a major contributor to 
the building of Southwestern University in 
Georgetown. He also donated land to the 
Walnut Creek Baptist Church.

Wayman Wells died in 1878 after serv-
ing the Republic of Texas, State of Texas, 
County of Travis and city of Austin. His 
wife outlived him twenty years, passing 
away in 1898. They are both buried in the 
small Davis Cemetery off of Shoal Creek 
Boulevard.

Photograph:
Top: The Gault Homestead in Wells 
Branch.

Portraits from left: 
Sketch of Wayman F. Wells 1815-1878.

Sketch of Mary Bacon Wells 1817-1898.  

The Wells Branch area was named after Wayman Wells because he lived along a tributary 
of Walnut Creek. The area also contains other historical sites and markers, with the main 
one being the Gault Homestead. In the 1850s John Gault bought 320 acres from J.P. Whelin, 
who was awarded the land as payment for military service. In the 1980s the Wells Branch 
neighborhood built up around the homestead, and it is now where the Wells Branch 
municipal utility district hosts its annual PioneerFest.

In addition to lending its name to the Wells Branch subdivison, the Wells family name is 
also attached to a home in downtown Austin known as the Wells-LaRue home. The Wells-
LaRue home was built by Abner Cook, the same architect as the Governor’s Mansion, on W. 
26th Street. The home, which has been moved several times, bears a historical marker and is 
now located at 4524 Avenue F.

Electronic Patient Care Tracking System In The E.R.
Easy Parking Near The Entrance Of Your Choice. 

At Cedar Park Regional Medical 

Center, our Emergency Room 

patient care tracking system allows 

us to closely monitor every step 

of your treatment. Plus, whether 

you’re here for treatment or just 

visiting, you’ll fi nd that it’s easy to 

get in and get out, with plenty of 

convenient parking near whichever 

entrance you need. To learn 

more about our services and the 

physicians on our medical staff, 

visit cedarparkregional.com.

Thoughtful Care for Williamson County
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inside    information
TAxES

Tax preparation
The Internal Revenue Service 

offers tips for early tax prepara-
tion:
• Get the right forms — Forms 
are available at multiple locations 
and online at www.irs.gov.
• Take your time — Rushing 
through a return may result in 
errors, which can cause refunds 
to be delayed.
• File online — It’s quick, easy 
and even catches math errors. 
E-filing also provides delivery 
confirmation and speeds up 
refunds.
• Direct deposit — Taxpayers 
who choose direct deposit over a 
check receive refunds quicker.
• Ask an expert — For complex 
returns, call a CPA or tax pre-
parer. Hiring help could actually 
save time and money.

Margin tax
On May 2, 2006, the Texas 

State Legislature passed House 
Bill 3, which replaced the fran-
chise tax with a margin tax. It 

affects nearly every legal entity 
doing business in Texas and is 
calculated as follows:

Tax margin = total revenue - 
the greater of: cost of goods sold 
or compensation.

Self-employment tax
The maximum amount of net 
earnings subject to the social 
security part of the self-employ-
ment tax for tax years beginning 
in 2007 has increased to $97,500. 
All net earnings of at least $400 
are subject to the Medicare part 
of the tax.

Printing tax forms
Internet access to IRS forms is 
available at all Austin Public Library 
locations. Printouts at APL locations 
cost 20¢ a page.

Post offices open late:
The Austin General Mail Facility at 
8225 Cross Park Drive in south Aus-
tin will have mail handlers out until 
midnight to accept IRS returns.

extension of time to file; moves due 
date back six months

•  W-4     Withholding allowance 
certificate; determines amount to be 
deducted from employee’s paycheck

Important forms
•  1040     Standard tax return form  

allows users to itemize deductions
•  1040EZ    The most simple tax form; 

can only be used by those under 65 

with no dependents and an income under 
$50,000

•  1040A    Can be used to report other 
types of income such as dividend interest

•  4868    Application for automatic 

Payments
Beginning in May, the Treasury department will begin sending 
economic stimulus payments to more than 130 million households. 
To receive a payment, taxpayers must have a valid Social Security 
number, $3,000 of annual income and file a 2007 federal tax return. 
The IRS will take care of the rest. 

Eligible taxpayers will receive between $300 to $600 if single or 
$600 to $1,200 if married filing jointly. Visit www.irs.gov for 
more information on filing taxes and to see examples of how the 
Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 may affect taxpayers of different 
marital and parental situations.

Social Security or Veterans benefits recipients
Many people who receive Social Security benefits are not required to 
file a tax return. But they need to do so this year to get the stimulus 
payment. Many can use the simpler Form 1040A.

Rebate scam alert
Be aware that identity thieves are already pushing scams involving 
the stimulus payments. At least one telephone scam is making the 
rounds using the proposed rebates as bait.

Source: www.irs.gov

Economic Stimulus
Where to pick up tax forms
To download and print forms, visit 
www.irs.gov
Basic and reproducible forms:
Milwood Branch
12500 Amherst Drive • 339-2355
Reproducible forms only:
Spicewood Springs Branch
8637 Spicewood Springs Rd.
974-3800

North Village Branch
2139 W. Anderson Lane • 458-2239
Providing tax assistance:
North Village Branch
2139 W. Anderson Lane • 458-2239
Thursdays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sponsored by Tax Counseling for the 
Elderly (TCE) by AARP

Important dates
April 15 — Income tax returns 
due, last day to file an extension 
form.
Sept. 15 — Business returns due 
for those who extended their 
deadline.
Oct. 15 — Income tax return 
due for those who extended their 
deadline.

together
building

Belterra . Coming Soon!
Dripping Springs, TX
512-845-7350
Brodie Springs
Coming Soon! . Austin, TX
512-845-7350
Falconhead . Austin, TX
From mid $400’s
512-402-1572
Falconhead West—
From mid $300’s
512-402-1572
Steiner Ranch
Austin, TX . Belcara
From $300’s . 512-266-2820
Red Oak Valley
From mid $300’s
512-266-6116

Summer Vista
From $300’s . 512-266-6920
Summer Vista—
Majestic Series
From $330’s . 512-266-7758
Mediterra . From $300’s
512-266-2820
Granite Bay . 
From $500’s . 512-266-6116
River Heights Overlook
From high $400’s
512-266-5926
Emerald Ridge
From $500’s . 512-663-5821
Hawks Canyon
From high $500’s
512-266-6503
The Reserve . From
$600’s 512-266-6503

Palisades . Coming Soon!
512-845-7350
Tierra Grande
Now Open! . 512-845-7350
Senna Hills . Austin, TX
From mid $500’s
512-263-2655
Senna Hills Garden Homes
From mid $300’s
512-263-2655
Pioneer Crossing
Austin, TX
From $160’s . 512-490-2441
Falcon Pointe
Pflugerville, TX
From $170’s . 512-670-3607

Legends Village
Round Rock, TX
From $160’s . 512-218-0202

Teravista . Round Rock, TX
Hill Country Series
From $200’s . 512-388-4740
Majestic Series
From $290’s . 512-388-4740
Paloma Lake
Round Rock, TX
From $300’s . 512-341-7611
Walsh Ranch
Round Rock, TX
From $300’s . 512-733-7600

Ranch at Brushy Creek
Cedar Park, TX
From $280’s . 512-246-6926
Villages of Berry Creek
Georgetown, TX
From $160’s . 512-763-1212
Whitestone Oaks
Now Open!
Cedar Park, TX
512-217-0327
Caballo Ranch
Coming Soon!
Cedar Park, TX
512-845-7350

© 2008 Taylor Morrison Homes. Inspired by youSM is a service mark of
Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information contained within this advertisement 
is correct at time of publication and subject to change. 0208

Realtors®

Welcome

* Offer expires 10/31/08 and is valid while supplies last. Taylor Morrison
reserves the right to alter or cancel this program at any time.

Present this ad to any
Taylor Morrison Sales Center and receive a

$10Target Gift Card*

taylormorrison.com
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AiSd PROPOSES BONd FOR MAY ELECTiON
education    focus by rachel youens

Austin School Trustees voted unanimously to call a 
$343.7 million bond election on May 10 to finance cam-
pus improvements and to construct new facilities. The 
Austin district’s last bond election was in 2004 for $519.5 
million and provided eight new schools and land and im-
provement for many others.The bond proposal includes 
three propositions that address overcrowding, academics, 
safety, renovations and other district needs. The district 
has also approved a resolution to appoint a bond over-
sight committee to monitor the spending of bond money, 
should the bonds pass.

The following features a list of the propositions and the 
items they include. Those propositions affecting north 
Austin have been highlighted.

Proposition 1
Tax rate impact: $0.9 - $1,800 on a $200k home
Total amount: $187,797,315
Relief for overcrowding and support for academic 
achievement
1. Linder Early Childhood Center - $21,600,000

This south Austin school is the district’s most 
crowded, the early childhood center for kinder and 
prekindergarten would help to relieve some of the 
overcrowding.

2. Land acquisition for Linder center - $2,400,000
3. Barrington Elementary School - $4,313,318

eight classroom addition
4. Hart Elementary School - $4,442,242

eight classroom addition
5. Langford Elementary School – $4,367,607

eight classroom addition
6. Undesignated Elementary School - $25,168,951
7. Land acquisition for undesignated elementary school 

- $2,574,800

Austin school district 
Superintendent Pat For-
gione has announced he 
will retire from his posi-
tion as superintendent on 
June 30, 2009.

“This year I begin my 
40th year of service in 
public education and look 
toward my 10th year as 
superintendent of this 
wonderful school district,” 

Forgione said. “When you step back, it is amazing to see 
how much we have accomplished together.”

Forgione informed the board during its executive 
session Feb. 18 in order to give the board time to select 
a strong successor and for that successor to work with 
Forgione to provide a smooth transition.

“While we regret the fact that all good things must 
come to an end,” AISD Board President Mark Williams 
said, “we celebrate Dr. Forgione’s service to the children 
of Austin and to the Austin community as a whole. 
Under his leadership, this district has changed dramati-
cally for the better. We are in a strong financial position, 
we have a strong curriculum, and we have great talent 
throughout the district.”

Forgione said after leaving AISD he hopes to spend 
more time with his wife Kaye and with his adult chil-
dren, who live across the country. He also mentioned 
that there may be a few more paths he wants to explore 
in his career.

“There is always much more to do, and my passion 
for public education and the Austin School District has 
never waned,” Forgione said.

8. Auditorium renovation at Lanier and McCallum 
high schools - $16,742,000

9. High school science laboratory additions and 
renovations to meet new science requirements 
beginning 2010 - $36,338,317

10. Technology upgrades - $69,850,000

Proposition 2
Tax rate impact: $0.4 - $800 on a $200k home
Total amount: $73,920,504
Addresses health, safety and environmental needs
1. Campus cafeteria kitchen renovations required by 

the Health Department - $1,852,787
2. Manchaca Elementary School internal roadway - 

$826,836
3. Purchase of low-emission school buses - 

$12,205,600
4. Capacitor bank installation to improve and balance 

power demand for all facilities - $14,569,913
5.Critical renovation at various campuses - 

$37,213,068
6. Upgrade of payroll software - $1,045,000
7. Replacement of cold-storage warehouse - $6,207,300

Proposition 3
Tax rate impact: $0.4 - $800 on a $200k home
Total amount: $82,000,000
1. Districtwide performing arts center and land 

acquisition - $40,000,000
2. Land acquisition for high school in south Austin - 

$32,000,000
3. Fine arts program and classroom additions at 

Anderson High School - $10,000,000

AiSd superintendent to retire

VISIT A WILSHIRE MODEL HOME TODAY!

You say Grillmeister.  
WE SAY OUTDOOR LIVING AREA.

 At Wilshire Homes we speak your 
language. Tell us about your life 
and we’ll translate your needs into 
the perfect home for your family. 

Want to learn more? Let’s talk.
Go to wilshire-homes.com/letstalk

 EQUAL

HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

 TERAVISTA – from the $240s 

2007 “Best Overall Community” 

512-341-3829

SONOMA – from the $250s 
Two swim centers; elementary and middle school 

within the community

512-341-9769

STAR RANCH – from the low $200s 

New model home NOW OPEN

512-990-1802

THE COMMONS AT ROWE LANE – 

from the $180s 
Swimming pools, sport courts, gazebo, 

and playground

512-989-8120

LAKESIDE AT BLACKHAWK – from the $260s 

Beautiful new community; models open

512-252-8583

Prices subject to change without notice.

Round Rock

Georgetown

Gattis 
School Road

Kelly Ln

Rowe Ln

Pflugerville

HWY29
HWY29

HWY130

HWY130

HWY1460

HWY1431

HWY2243

HWY45

HWY620

79
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Blvd.
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3
2
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Design Center
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continued FRoM |1
Human resources

ACC Executive Director of Marketing Brette Lea hopes that you will think of the charge you see 
in your taxes each year for Austin Community College as more of an investment than a tax. ACC 
is considered the gateway to higher education and workforce training in Central Texas, and is 
the eighth largest community college in the nation. With projections showing that Austin is not 
producing enough graduates to supply the workforce, ACC bears a large part of the burden in 
educating future employees.

“The fastest-growing segment of the population is also the part least likely to consider higher 
education important,” Lea said. “If we don’t fix it, the state is going to be in dire crisis.”

The college responds directly to workforce needs and emerging industries through their 
workforce education and business development department. Thus far the college has been able 
to train 200 workers for Austin Energy, many of Capital Metro’s bus drivers and boat drivers for the 
city’s river and lake tours. 

north Austin gAming compAnies consulted for Acc progrAm

3    Bioware 
8300 N. MoPac 
www.bioware.com
Game: Mass Effect

   Junction Point Studios
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd.
www.junctionpoint.com

4 

    Midway Studios 
11400 Burnet Road
www.midway.com
Game: MLB Slugfest 2006

5

1    Austin Community College 
highland Business Center
5930 Middle Fiskville Road
http://www.austincc.edu/hbc B
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16

    NCSoft
6801 N. Capital of Texas Hwy.
www.ncsoft.com
Game: Guild Wars

2

    Critical Mass interactive
7427 North Lamar Blvd.
www.criticalmassinteractive.com
Game: Tabula Rasa

6

city, but like any natural resource, without 
healthy cultivation, it will eventually run 
dry. 

“Samsung chose to make a capital invest-
ment in this community,” said Texas Sen. 
Kirk Watson, an advocate of Austin’s role 
in the global economy. “But in 10 years, if 
the talent is not available no amount of tax 
rebate can keep them here.”

Although Austin has one of the best-
educated workforces in the world – more 
than two-thirds of the population has some 
college education – projections show that 
the workforce will not be able to keep up 
with demand. 

A study by the Austin Chamber of Com-
merce showed that the workforce growth is 
only half of what it should be, and that by 
2015 the city will need to increase its higher 
education enrollment by 33,000. Texas only 
features two flagship universities, Univer-
sity of Texas and A&M, while competing 
states such as California have 10.

“The issue isn’t whether the local colleges 
are teaching the right thing, it’s if we have 
enough of it,” said Drew Scheberle, senior 
vice president for education and talent 
development for the Austin Chamber of 
Commerce. “For example, right now one of 
our main needs is medical. We’ve opened 
four hospitals in 12 months, and that’s just 
a big startup.”

The Education and Talent Development 
branch of the chamber looks at the Austin 
workforce and the education and train-
ing available to them from the ground 
up, working with local grade schools and 
colleges. Scheberle said the branch is also 
reaching out to talent in other cities, trying 
to lure them to Austin.

Currently, a substantial part of the em-
ployment need is being filled by transplants 
from other states. Scheberle points out that 
while these people are sufficiently talented, 
there are good reasons for hiring locally.

“Get it where you get it, but people with 
roots and family structure in Austin are 
more likely to stay in Austin if mom gets 
sick. Or if they meet some Oklahoman, 
they’re less likely to move,” Scheberle said. 
“People from the home market are more 
stable, have deeper roots and are more like-
ly to stay.”

 One of the branch’s current projects is 
the 20,010 by 2010 Initiative. Launched in 
November 2006, the project is aimed at in-

creasing students enrolled in higher educa-
tion in Austin by 20,010 in a five-year peri-
od. The chamber is accomplishing this with 
multiple techniques, among them helping 
students fill out financial aid forms and 
keeping an eye on educational standards 
to make sure they meet industry needs. 
However, as Scheberle points out, the busi-
nesses don’t just need employees with edu-
cation. They need to have education in the 
right industries. So the chamber is working 
with Austin Community College to create 
courses to suit area businesses.

In 2006 Austin area employers began ex-
pressing concern about the need to attract 
more individuals to work in the biosciences 
industry. The Austin chamber responded 
by organizing a meeting between biosci-
ence employers and Austin Community 
College. After interviews with area biosci-
ence businesses, including north Austin 
businesses St.David’s North Austin Medi-
cal Center, Seton Northwest and Luminex, 
ACC was able to develop an 11-week course 
that would prepare students for entry-level 
bioscience positions.
What’s next

For Skyleen Mabry, it’s not so important 
what types of business are hot right now, as 
what will be hot 20 years down the road. 
As the director of  business retention and 
expansion for the Central Texas region’s 
Emerging Technology Fund, Mabry plays 
a part in identifying the industries and 
technologies of the future and encouraging 
their success here in Texas.

Created in the 2005 Texas legislative ses-
sion, the Emerging Technology Fund in-
vests about $100 million of state funds each 
year in high-tech startups using technology 
reaped from Texas universities. In Cen-
tral Texas the fund is administered by the 
Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce.

“The legislation was basically created 
with the intent to draw out technology de-
veloped within the universities to create 
these spin off companies to commercialize 
them and keep original intellectual prop-
erty that was created in the state of Texas 
here in Texas,” Mabry said. “What we were 
finding out is that companies were creating 
their intellectual property here in the state 
of Texas but they weren’t staying here, they 
were having to get funding from outside re-
sources, like venture capitalists, and those 
were predominantly from the East and West 
Coasts. Generally when venture capitalists 
invest in these young startups they like to 
have them close to their area, so companies 
were being lured out to the east and west 

and weren’t staying here in Texas.”
Some of the desired industries for the 

Emerging Technology Fund include aero-
space, nanotechnology, software technol-
ogy and semiconductors.

In 2006 Northwest Austin business Mo-
lecular Imprints became one of the first four 
businesses to receive $3 million in funding 
through the program. Specializing in the 
semiconductor capital equipment business 
and disc storage industry, Chief Marketing 
Officer Ken Rygler says Molecular Imprints 
is the only business of its kind in the U.S.

“The company has to raise a consider-
able amount of money to succeed in its 
mission,” Rygler said, “This was a market 
that 25 years ago was dominated by the 

U.S. Today the U.S. has lost the market, and 
it is now dominated by Nikon, Canon and 
ASML. The U.S. and the rest of world have 
to buy these critical tools from these three 
suppliers.”

Much of the $3 million went toward 
the company’s application capabilities, the 
ability to teach customers how to use the 
equipment and what to do when they have 
problems. Today Rygler says the company 
is healthy with 90 employees, is likely to 
grow to 100 and has sold equipment to lo-
cal company Sematech, which represents 
50 percent of semiconductor revenues.

“If we are successful,” Rygler said, “it will 
reclaim a significant financial and job mar-
ket, but also a strategic market for the U.S.”

One of ACC’s showcase programs is the Video Game 
Development Program. Designed and developed by 
leaders in the Austin video game industry, the two-
year program will earn students a certificate in video 
game development with training in art, design and 
programming. Most of the gaming classes take place 
at the Highland Business Center, located in Central 
Austin, not far from where many of Austin’s video game 
companies are housed.

If interested, please contact: 
Bristol Clinical Research at Wells Branch 

512-990-9004

If you have mild to moderate high blood pressure, you may be eligible to 
participate in a voluntary clinical research study of an investigational drug.

Study participants will receive all 
investigational study medication, and all 

study related testing and examinations at no 
cost.  Compensation for time and travel may 

be available.
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how do i plan my route?
Call the Capital Metro GO Line at 

474-1200. A representative at the free 
service can help you plan your trip and 
tell you what bus to ride based on your 
location, destination and desired arrival 
time. 

If you have Internet access, you can plan 
your trip on the go or before you leave with 
Capital Metro’s Trip Planner,
www.capmetro.org/riding/tripplanner.asp. 
This online feature can give you a step-by-
step route complete with maps, and offers 
the choice to minimize the amount of time, 
transfers or walking.

This is the first year Capital Metro has 
not offered its 
schedule books 
for free. Schedule 
books can be 
purchased at 
Austin-area 
supermarkets, 
libraries and at 
the Capital Metro 
transit store at 
323 Congress 
Avenue.

Night Owl routes travel between the hours of 
about midnight and 4 a.m. into the downtown 
area. They are the only routes that run late.

Route 481 – Night Owl North
Destinations: Downtown, Rundberg

These routes are express routes. They are twice 
the price of regular routes with limited stops and 
run primarily during commute times.

Route 935 – Tech Ridge Express
Destinations: Downtown, Tech Ridge Park and Ride

Route 982 – Pavillion Express
Destinations: The Arboretum, Jollyville, UT, Downtown

Route 983 – N. US 183 Express
Destinations: Leander Metro Rail Station, Northwest 
Park and Ride, Pavillion Park and Ride, The Arboretum, 
Downtown

Route 984 – Northwest direct via ih 35
Destinations: Northwest Park and Ride, Downtown

Route 19 – Bull Creek
Destinations: Northcross Mall, Northwest Recreation Center

Route 135 – dell Limited
Destinations: Techridge Park and Ride, Dell Campus, Hancock 
Center, Saltillo Plaza

Route 142 – Metric Flyer
Destinations: ACC Northridge, Downtown

Route 174 – North Burnet Limited
Destinations: The Domain, ACC Northridge

Route 240 – Parkfield
Destinations: ACC Northridge, Balcones District Park

Route 243 – Wells Branch
Destinations: Tech Ridge Park and Ride

Route 383 – Research
Destinations: Balcones Country Club, Anderson Mill, Lakeline 
Mall, Northwest Park and Ride, The Arboretum, Gateway 
Shopping Center, Pavillion Park and Ride

Route 392 – Braker
Destinations: Walnut Creek Greenbelt, The Arboretum, IBM, Tech 
Ridge Park and Ride

Route 440 – Tech Ridge Circulator
Destinations: Tech Ridge Park and Ride, Connally High School

What are the fares?
Capital Metro fares vary based on the 

type of bus. Express shuttles, which arrive at 
destinations faster, are twice as expensive is 
regular routes. Local fares are $.50 for adults 
and $.25 for children. Fares are paid in an 
electronic fare box at the front of each bus. 
Capital Metro does not issue transfers.

To pay cash:
You must pay the exact 

fare; the machine will not 
dispense change. This 
provides one ride until 
disembarking the bus. No 
transfers are available.

To buy a day pass:
You can buy this 24-hour 

day pass on the bus, via the 
farebox. Tell the bus driver 
you would like to buy a day 
pass before inserting money. 
The pass will print out from the 
farebox. Upon boarding other 
buses, slide the magnetic strip of the pass 
through the card reader on the machines.

Are there any unusual rules?
Animals are prohibited, except for service 

animals.
Food and drink are not permitted, unless 

they are in spill-proof, non-styrofoam 
containers.

Shoes and shirts are required.

how do i request a stop?
On most buses there will be an audio 

or visual prompt on the bus telling 
passengers what the next stop is. As you 
are approaching your stop, at least a block 
before, pull the yellow signal cord or push 
the red signal button to alert the bus driver. 
Buses may only stop at designated spots; 
passengers do not need to tell the driver 
their stop.

Bikes and the bus
All full-size Capital Metro buses 

feature bike racks on the front 
of the bus; you can check for the 
bike icon on the bus route to 
make sure. If the bike rack on the 
bus is not already open, open 
it by pulling the handle up and 
then lower the rack. Lift up the 
bike and put it in the wheel wells 
on the rack; make sure the front 
wheel of the bike is placed in the 
front wheel well. Pull the spring-
loaded support arm out and over 
the front tire.

WiFi on the go
In November Capital Metro intro-
duced wireless internet on nine of the 
Express buses. The Pavilion and Tech 
Ridge Park and Ride facilities also carry 
free WiFi. When the MetroRail opens 
this year it is also expected to offer 
WiFi.

Park and Ride locations
Northwest • 13701 Lyndhurst Street

Pavilion • 12400 U.S. 183

Tech Ridge • 900 Center Ridge Drive

North Lamar Transit Center • 8001 U.S. 
183
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road    test by Tonya Kerr

It is not every day this mom of three gets behind the wheel of a brand-new car, let alone five of them, but 
that is just what happened this last month when I was asked to leave my gas guzzling SUV in the driveway 
and test drive some of 2008’s most talked-about SUVs from Toyota.

Tonya Kerr lives in Round Rock with her 
husband and three daughters. She is a 

former TV news anchor and
congressional press secretary. 

Contact her at roadtest@impactnews.com.

Going green in the 2008 Toyota Highlander Hybrid 
and the Lexus RX400h was the easy part of a two-week, 
600-plus-mile journey along the Texas Triangle. From 
Round Rock to Houston to Dallas, my family of five put 
just about every gimmick and gadget to the test.

 Both vehicles had plenty of get up and go on the high-
way and were eerily silent in stop-and-go-traffic when the 
electric motor took over. Just one tank of gas ($42) took 

us about 400 miles. 
An unexpected bo-
nus was all of those 
environmental 
smiles and com-
ments from people 
who credited us 
with driving a 
hybrid.

 Meanwhile, my husband kept himself entertained with 
the on-board navigation systems, and I loved the rearview 
camera and even a conversation mirror, which convinced 
my kids that I had eyes in the back of my head.

 My magical powers continued with the Highlander’s 
SmartKey system, which consists of a start/stop button 
and a key fob (a black computer square with buttons), 
kept inside my purse. With no keys, the car sensed my 
proximity and unlocked the door as I approached.  

I also had a lot of fun with a seat converter that I easily 
pulled out of the center console to transform the second 
row of two captain’s chairs into a seat for three.  It is there 
when you need it and compact when you do not.

Toyota Highlander Hybrid
Price: $33,700 to $39,500
EPA rated MPG: 27/25 
 

Going hybrid
Lexus RX400h
Price: $41,180-$42,580
EPA rated MPG: 27/24 

Once home, we went up in price and down in fuel ef-
ficiency in both the 2008 Land Cruiser and Sequoia, and 
we loved every mile of it.

 I had plenty of room for groceries, gear, kids and all 
their friends. The Land Cruiser had a great two-tailgate 
system, although I was not crazy about the bulky third-
row jump seats, which locked to the side.  I was surprised 
by the 10 air bags (more than any other new Toyota), 14 

speakers and more 
cup holders than I 
bothered to count. 
Amidst all the 
luxury, the Land 
Cruiser even had 
a giant center con-
sole that doubled 
as a drink cooler.  

 The new Sequoia was a bit more understated, but very 
comfortable and family friendly. My model had all the 
bells and whistles, and of all the cars, this one seemed 
to fit my family best. The setup on the dashboard and 
the bulky knobs took some getting used to, and my first 
grader had to show me the red dial that controlled the 
seat heater. The blue dial was actually fanning a cool 
breeze through the seat’s back.  

Both vehicles had my favorite “must-haves” with the 
rearview cameras and the SmartKey system as an avail-
able option. Both also had that “get out of my way look” 
and drove more like a truck, which I really liked until I 
had to pay for it at the gas pump several times.

Toyota Land Cruiser
Price: $63,200
EPA rated MPG: 18/12 

Soccer-mom mobiles
Toyota Sequoia
Price: $41,150 - $55,600
EPA rated MPG: 16/13

Now, if money is a factor and you regularly cart around 
five people, give the Scion xB a whirl. It was not a hybrid, 
but the little square shape and simple features made it 
feel like I was driving something different. It was low to 
the ground, which took some getting used to, and the ac-
celeration was great around the neighborhood and on the 
highway, although a few 18-wheelers made me nervous.

 The Scion was a “get-us-where-we-need-to-go” kind of 
car for my family. 
It was not big in 
the luxury depart-
ment, but it had an 
amazing amount 
of room. I finally 
found the cup hold-
ers in the doors, 
and my husband 

got me hooked on the short-throw shifter through five 
gears, which I mastered by week’s end.

Scion xB
Price: $15,650 - $16,600
EPA rated MPG: 28/22

Cool 2B square

*EPA rated MPGs can be found at www.epa.gov.
*Research a vehicle: Cars.com; ConsumerReports.org; 
Edmunds.com; kbb.com (Kelly Blue Book)

All in all, these 2008 SUVs are equipped with so many 
perks, I found it hard to find fault with any of them. It 
made it difficult to get back behind the wheel of my old 
SUV.  But, I’m resourceful.  In fact, watch the road. You’ll 
know it’s me and my old gas-guzzler when you see an old 
video camera duct-taped to the bumper and a green “go-
hybrid” flag flying from the antenna.

                Lexus of Austin 

“Quiet Room” is complete with internet access, leather •	 couches and even        
 massage chairs.   

the gift shop puts the Lexus emblem on everything from fine jewelry to•	
 Longhorn gear.

Service any toyota vehicle and receive a complimentary car wash.•	
Plans include a dedicated children’s area.•	

                          
          

 

               Charles Maund Toyota/Scion 

close to iH 35 and uS 183 •	
internet access and separate showrooms for truck lovers and sound-system   •	

 enthusiasts
Small children’s area, but friendly staff and lots of smiles•	

               Round Rock Toyota/Scion 

Showroom is huge and customer friendly. •	
Full-service Starbucks coffee bar in the middle of the waiting area.  •	
Plenty of seating, kiosks, internet access and a great kids’ area.  •	
customer check-out offers a toyota brand gift shop.•	

Stonelake Blvd.

Capital of Texas Hwy.

Lexus of Austin

Clearfield Dr.

To Lamar

Fairfield Dr.

Charles Maund
Toyota/Scion

FM 3406

IH
 35

Round Rock
Toyota/Scion

www.LexusofAustin.com
343-3400
9910	Stonelake	Blvd.	•	Austin

www.charlesMaundtoyota.com
458-2222
8400	Research	Blvd.•	Austin

www.toyotaofRoundRock.com
244-6900
2307	N.	IH	35•	Round	Rock

140 employees•	
community involvement includes  •	

 center for child Protection, the  
 Rise School of Austin, People's  
 community clinic

113 employees•	
community involvement includes •	

 u.S. Marine toys for tots

137 employees •	
community involvement includes  •	

 Walk Like MAdd- 5k Walk, Stony Point  
 High School Project Graduation

Lexus Rx400h Rearview camera Scion xB

Editor’s note: This new feature will not only give you some fresh ideas on new cars, but will also give 
some attention to car dealerships in all of our markets.

183

183

M
oP
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ROTARY CLUB
non-profit    profile by Tiffany young

R oTA R y  T R A I N S  yo u T H  L E A D E R S
Beenu Deuja visits 
with children on trip to 
Ghana

Rotary Club International, the world’s largest service 
organization with more than two million members, 

has two locations in Northwest Austin: the Northwest 
Austin Rotary Club and the Lakeline Rotary Club.

While the Northwest Austin Rotary Club has been 
meeting at the Balcones Country Club for 26 years, the 
Lakeline Rotary Club, which meets at Texas Land & Cattle 
on US 183, is only a few years old.

The Northwest Austin Rotary Club’s main fundraiser 
is citrus fruit sales. The profits are given back to the local 

community through scholarships to high school seniors, 
and House of Friends, a ministry of Bethany United 
Methodist Church in Northwest Austin that provides 
respite to caregivers and aims to enrich the quality of life 
for their loved ones with dementia. The sales also fund a 
number of international projects. 

“(The fruit) is a Texas product,” said Tom Perkins, 
chairman of the Northwest Austin Rotary citrus fruit 
fundraiser. “We sell health and we sell Texas; nothing 
from Florida or California.”

Last year’s profits from the citrus fruit fundraiser was 
$82,750. All of the oranges and grapefruit sold are grown 
in South Texas and all of the Northwest Austin Rotary 
members are involved in the sale.

“There are Rotary Clubs all over the world and we’re 
just a small part,” Perkins said. “It’s about giving back.”

While local clubs support their surrounding communi-
ties, they also participate and fund international Rotary 
efforts, such as the Rotary’s top international goal of 
eradicating polio worldwide.

Last November, a member of the Round Rock Sunrise 
Rotary Club Beenu Deuja spent 12 days in Nigeria for 
one of the National Immunization Days in which vol-
unteers traveled to villages and immunized children for 
polio. Deuja was the only Texas representative of about 90 
volunteers who traveled to Nigeria.

“I always wanted to volunteer, and Africa has always 
fascinated me,” Deuja said. “Even if you can change just 
one life, that’s great.”

Originally from Nepal, Deuja had witnessed poverty 
before, but said the trip to Nigeria reminded her of where 
she had come from. 

“Having come from an underdeveloped country, it was 
a reminder [of the difference in lifestyles] because we tend 
to forget [what’s its like] since there’s a way to get every-
thing here,” Deuja said.

Much of the trip Deuja spent in a village about an hour 
away from Nigeria’s capital, Abuja, going door-to-door 
giving oral polio vaccinations to small children under the 
age of five with their parents’ permission. Sometimes vol-
unteers ran into opposition to giving the vaccine because 
some Islamic leaders in northern Nigerian states believe it 
is a plot for the U.S. to spread the HIV virus and infertility 
among Muslims. 

Since her trip, Deuja has continued her international 
support by pledging to raise money for malaria preven-
tion in Ghana. The money raised will go towards buying 
nets for children’s beds, which will keep mosquitoes away 
at night. 

She also does her part in her own community, receiving 
the Mentor of the Year award at Berkman Elementary in 
Round Rock last year.

“We work together to provide for our community to 
give them things they couldn’t provide themselves,” Per-
kins summed up.

Rotary Club international
Northwest Austin Rotary Clubs

Austin Lakeline Rotary Club
North Austin Rotary Club

Austin-Lakeline Rotary Club
Meeting: Tuesdays at 
11:45 a.m.    
Texas Land & Cattle, 14010 
N. Hwy. 183    
Contact: Eric 775-8391

Rotary Club of Northwest 
Meeting: Friday at 7 a.m. 
Balcones Country Club, 
8600 Balcones Club Drive
Contact: www.
nwaustinrotary.org 

Deuja visits with African children.



MARCH  200820 iMpACt news.CoM iMpACt news.CoM

CAPiTAL OF TExAS hiGhWAY, FROM US 183 TO 2222
community     corridor

1
Business

Other

360 Bluffstone
Construction will begin in summer 
2008 on this 50,000 sq. ft. medical and 
professional office building. For more 
information, go to www.landcreek.com.

Avalar Real Estate
With a focus on properties in the 
Northwest Austin area, Avalar Real 
Estate has been at this location for 2 
years and has 7 offices in the Austin 
area. For more information, go to  
www.avalaraustin.com.

Clear Cube
Founded in Austin in 1997, Clear Cube 
is the recognized leader in the rapidly 
growing centralized computing and 
desktop virtualization market. For more 
information, go to www.clearcube.com.

international Buddhist Progress 
Society 
The Fo Guang Shan Hsiang Yun Temple 
is located here. The International 
Buddhist Progress Society offers 
classes in Chinese and English on 
topics including meditation, Dharma 
study and Chinese Language. For more 
information, go to www.ibps-austin.org.

Lakewood on the Park
Austin Diagnostic Clinic has an 
outpatient surgery center location at 
Lakewood on the Park. Merrill Lynch is 
also located in this office park.

Pate Engineers
Providing civil engineering services 
for a wide variety of public and private 
clients, this practice focuses on the 
creation of projects to solve urban 
infrastructure problems. For more 
information, go to www.pateeng.com.

In the Texas highway system a loop is a road that serves as a connection 
between highways. Loop 360 connects RM 2222, US 183 and MoPac. However 
most people know the road, finished in the 80s, simply as Capital of Texas 
Highway. Despite the area around it being included into the city’s drinking 
water protection zone, the scenic land along Capital of Texas Highway 
remains a desirable area for high-end homes and office buildings. Water from 
Bull Creek, which runs perpendicular to the road, eventually finds its way to 
Lake Austin, where the city draws some of its drinking water. One of Capital 
of Texas Highway’s most scenic views is the ride under the rust-colored 
Pennybacker Bridge. For more information on the Pennybacker Bridge, look 
for the history section in next month’s issue.

2222

Lakewood Dr.
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Sponsored by Austin Telco AUSTIN TELCO
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Spicewood Springs Rd.

1

Parks & Recreation
Apartments

1 3

Dining
1

Balcones Canyonlands Preserve
This habitat for endangered species, 
both plant and animal,  is made up of 
a system of preserves and includes the 
Bull Creek Greenbelt, Bull Creek District 
Park, Bull Creek Nature Preserve and St. 
Edwards Park.

Canyon Springs Apartments
With a prices  range of $841 to $1,415, 
for more information on this apartment 
complex go to: 
www.canyonspringsapts.com.

Siena 
This Tuscan villa features Italian cuisine 
with an emphasis on grilled seafood 
and wild game.

The County Line
The County Line Restaurants have been 
serving up legendary barbeque for over 
25 years.

Waterloo ice house
This casual neighborhood restaurant 
and bar first opened its doors in Austin 
in 1976.

Prominent Point ii Project
Located behind Prominent Point, this 
second office building is currently 
under construction through Aspen 
Properties. For more information, go to 
www.aspen-prop.com.

Reserve at Bull Creek 
This park-like campus is home to 
businesses such as Tipping Point 
Technologies and AMCC.

Rustic Rooms
Rustic Rooms offers imported furniture 
from Mexico and Central America. For 
more information, go to 
www.rusticrooms.net.

Westech 360
Built in 1986, Westech 360 consists of 
four three-story buildings with black 
glass and stainless steel trim exteriors. 
Some of the businesses include Dillon & 
Yudell LLP, Sprint & Sharp Electronics.

Gables Grandview
With a prices  range of $915 to $1,910, 
for more information on this apartment 
complex go to:  www.gables.com.

The Falls on Bull Creek
With a prices  range of $660 to $1,165, 
for more information on this apartment 
complex  call 346-4911.

Bull Creek district Park
This district park off of Lakewood is 
48.06 acres that includes 12 picnic 
tables, trails along the creek with 2 
unlighted volleyball courts.

Bull Creek Greenbelt
The Lower Bull Creek Greenbelt 
occupies 477.74 acres on both sides of 
Capital of Texas Hwy. This portion by 
Spicewood Springs is known for its dog 
park.

360
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Great Hills Tr.
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Spicewood Springs Rd.

Bluffstone Ln.
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Walden Oaks Apartments
With a prices  range of $XXX to 
$XXX, for more information on this 
apartment complex go to: 
www.waldenoaksapartments.com.

4
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NEiGhBORhOOdS AT A GLANCE
residential    real estate

Current Listings Current Listings

JESTER ESTATES -78750 WESTOVER hiLLS -78759

7206 holly Fern Cv.
4 Br./ 4 Ba.
Agent: Steve Gardener
Keller Williams Realty

$374,900
327-9790

8811 Tallwood dr.
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Richard Haenke
Coldwell Banker United Realtor

$262,500
633-3909

7502 Anaqua dr.
4 Br./ 3 Ba.
Agent: Tim Kress
RE/MAX Capital City

$439,999
719-5555

3903 hyridge dr.
4 Br./ 3 Ba.
Agent: Charles Pitkin
Keller Williams - Lake Travis

$350 000
484-4518

7804 Moonflower dr. 

Address                 Zip Code Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent / Owner Phone

13013 Garfield 78727 3/2 1,403 $162,900 Stanley Bouknight
Prudential Texas Realty 633-3109

4611 Whispering Valley dr. 78727 3/2 1,644 $209,900 todd Sherman
Resident Realty LLC 899-8309

12414 Los indios trl. 78729 4/2.5 2,765 $259,888 Aaron Farmer
Texas Discount Realty 899-9520

12309 Bainbridge 78750 4/2 1,399 $158,900 Ji Won Suh
Texas Hometown Realty 567-3142

1705 cedar Bend 78758 3/2 2,458 $335,000 Ann Hurt  
Hurt Real Estate Group

392-3355

12405 Willow Bend dr. 78758 4/2 2,268 $248,900 Annie Bright
Stanberry & Associates 627-2969

 6403 colina 78759 3/2 2,422 $329,950 Jennifer Korba
J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 502-7845

Realtors / Owners: Submit your properties free at realestate@impactnews.com

3 Br. / 1 Ba.
Agent:Vivian Rogers
Mary Nell Garrison, Realtor

$579,900
467-8824

8703 Mountainwood Cr.
4 Br./ 3 Ba.
Agent: Mike Wise
RE/MAX Heart of Texas, Realtor

$549,950
345-9106

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Local Residential Listings

A

B

C

d

E

F

Neighborhood Amenities

Built in the 70’s, Westover Hills is 
surrounded by rolling hills and 
matured trees and is bordered by 360, 
183, MoPac and 2222 with easy access 
to The Domain and the Arboretum.

• Membership Activity Center: 
  Westover Hills Club
• Close proximity to shops and 
  restaurants
• No HOA

Schools
• Hill Elementary  
• Murchison Middle School   
• Anderson High School

Neighborhood Amenities

Overlooking the canyons of the 
Balcones Canyonlands, Jester Estates 
is comprised of 900 homes with close 
proximity to neighborhood shopping, 
the Arboretum and the Bull Creek 
Preserve.

• HOA
• Community playground, tennis courts & 
   pool
• Neighborhood shopping and dining at 
  Jester Village

Schools
• Hill Elementary  
• Murchison Middle School   
• Anderson High School
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7875911704 d K Ranch Rd. 4/2.5 1,810 $264,900 dale Warnken
Matrix Realty & Mortgage 773-9050
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13275 Kerrville Folkway 78729 4/2.5 2,448 $224,900 toby Locke  
Locke and Associates 577-3055

13604 caldwell dr., unit 33 3378750 3/2 1,453 $258,420 diane Schouten
Kovas & Associates

 947-5671

Log onto:

Sponsored by the Northwest Austin Team of
Intero Real Estate • 24 hours • 877-784-5111 ext. 3001

Log onto:

Sponsored by the Northwest Aush
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Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

Price range Number of homes for sale / Average days on market

1/24
3/254

24/153
22/90
28/70
14/46
9/65
1/48

-

78750
-

13/59
18/85
29/69
20/59
17/74
15/40

-
-

78759
-

7/44
22/78
14/77

-
-
-
-
-

78729
-

6/49
19/65
33/66
2/31

-
1/66

-
-

78727

Monthly home sales

Feb. 2008

Feb. 2007

Jan. 2007

Dec. 2007

Nov. 2007

Oct. 2007

Month  
Sold

24

29

17

29

34

23

78750

$282,226

$253,276

$270,953

$294,650

$320,324

$248,097

Average PriceSold

27

26

14

19

20

23

78729

$186,456

$176,110

$175,013

$184,705

$185,495

$184,784

Average Price

market    data
On the market

January 1 - January 31, 2008

6500 McNeil dr.  
Medical Office

8120 Research Blvd.
Center Point Shopping Center

17,500 sq.ft.

50,590 sq.ft.

41,248 sq. ft.

21,797 sq. ft.

Agent:Michael Buls or Steve Shire
Buls Hodge Consulting

Agent: Cathy Nabours
 CB Richard Ellis

Agent: Michael Pourmirza, CCIM
Sperry Van Ness

Agent: Emily Cotton 
HPI Corporate Services

$535,000

$6,000,000 

$6,500,000 

$4,250,415 

480-3131

499-4931

818-610-0415

835-4455

A

C

B

d

Northwest Austin

Address                 Zip Code Lot/Bldg. Size Price Agent / Owner Phone

11620 north FM 620 78750 6,018 sq. ft. $3,100,000 Alex Mickle
Marcus & Mi.llichap (858)362-9306

8920 Business Park dr. 58,679 sq. ft $7,850,000 Bill Roland
Granite Properties of  Texas

(715)778-0900

4902 duval Rd. 28,545 sq. ft. $3,299,000 Peter Kane
Old Standard Life Ins. Co. 

(888)666-2078

6514 Mcneil dr. 5,000 sq. ft $1,250,000 carol Bernhard
ADCO Advertising

335-3935

Local Commercial Listings

commercial    real estate

Realtors / Owners: Submit your properties free at realestate@impactnews.com

28

25

27

17

29

22

Sold
78758

$134,656

$139,560

$157,228

$140,180

$157,604

$151,575

Average Price

Feb. 2008

Feb. 2007

Jan. 2007

Dec. 2007

Nov. 2007

Oct. 2007

Month  

31

36

21

23

19

35

Sold
78727

$192,930

$194,091

$170,779

$218,576

$170,345

$189,924

Average Price

Realtors / Owners: Post your properties free online - www.impactnews.com

78759

78727

78729

787581139 Braker Ln. 13,040 sq. ft. $550,000 Rachel Hoffman
Lee Properties

825-7043

1

2

3

4

5

7875878729

12885 Research Blvd. 
Arbor Square ! & !!

78750

9/75
95/128
22/83
17/69
8/50
1/20

-
-
-

78758

9005 Mountain Ridge 
Office Building

Data provided by Nason Hengst (nasonh@remax.net)

Key Stats
78727

-$1,161 

-5

78729

+$10,346

+1

+$28,950
78750

-5

78759

+$12,144

-9

78758

-$4,909

+3
Change in number of homes sold during last year

Change in average selling price during the last year

78759

Sold

26

35

37

19

33

42

78759

$289,571

$277,427

$239,692

$277,333

$262,548

$298,657

Average Price
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CAFé JAVA
neighborhood    dining by marK collins

The Veggie Tacos, with 
half of an avocado sliced 
on top.

Café Java is a laid-back restaurant on Metric Bou-
levard that doubles as a coffee house and serves a 

wide array of food, most of which have a healthy twist.
It isn’t Cheers, but don’t be surprised if somebody in 

Café Java knows your name. The neighborhood restau-
rant has an at-home feel that puts customers at ease and 
encourages them to stay for a while. The walls are filled 
with art created by students from the nearby Northridge 
campus of Austin Community College.

Fresh coffee beans are available for purchase, and their 
aroma permeates the cozy eatery.

Our Caesar Salad ($2.85) arrived sprinkled with 
croutons and was a delicious interpretation of the classic 
dressing. Café Java also prepares fresh soups daily ($2.99 
for a cup, $4.25 for a bowl), and always includes a vegetar-
ian option.

When the Veggie Tacos ($6.46) were placed in front 
of us they looked too beautiful to eat. Sliced avocado, 
chopped tomatoes, grilled onions and green peppers and 
Spanish rice were arranged on two flour tortillas. The 
contents were enough for another taco, but we had no 
problem scooping up the rest of the fresh ingredients with 

our spoons.
The steak sandwich ($6.99) is a six-ounce ribeye that 

could be eaten on its own. Pile on grilled onions, green 
peppers, mushrooms and Swiss-American cheese and it’s 
a divine sandwich you will need a knife and fork to eat.

My favorite entrée was the just-like-mom’s lasagna 
($7.29), which was the lunch special and served with a 
choice of side and toasted bread. The resplendent portion 
was rich with meat and crisped amber-brown mozzarella 
cheese. The vegetarian lasagna ($7.29) was lightly layered 
with spinach and a creamy alfredo sauce.

Café Jave not only serves breakfast, it is also open all 
day long. One popular choice is “The java”, two eggs, two 
strips of bacon, hash browns, toast and coffee or tea for 
$5.54.  

Owner Matt Lacey opened the restaurant nearly 13 
years ago, and now shares his time with the sister restau-
rant in Round Rock, which opened in 2004.

Café Java has a menu filled with sandwiches, burgers 
and salads that will take multiple trips to explore. Trips I 
won’t mind making.

Café Java
11900 Metric Blvd., Ste. K

339-7677
Mon-Fri 7a.m.-9 p.m., 

Sat 7 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Sun 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Café Java does not serve 
French fries, but it does have 
a wide array of alternatives:
•  Sliced tomatoes  
•  Chips
•  Potato salad  
•  Pinto beans
•  Refried beans  
•  Spanish rice
•  Veggie of the day
•  Cottage cheese with
   mandarin oranges
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Q. What is one thing you would like people to know 
about txdot? 
A. Most people don’t realize that the Austin district of 
TxDOT oversees the federal and state transportation 
system for 11 counties. The Austin district does that 
through the tireless efforts of about 639 dedicated, 
hardworking folks who are working every day to improve 
the safety and mobility for the citizens of Central Texas. 
Those are the people who are out there during the ice 
storms, trying to make it so the ambulance can get to the 
hospital. Those are the people, when everyone else is at 
home watching TV, who are out there in the middle of 
the flood, trying to block off the state road so that no one 
gets out there and drowns. Many times, they put their 
lives at risk for the benefit of Central Texas. I think that’s 
something that most people don’t understand.

Q. What is the central texas turnpike System? 
A. The offering statement, which was used to secure 
financing, included the northern extension of Loop 1 from 
FM 734 (Parmer Lane) up to SH 45. It was SH 45 from 
essentially [US] 183 over to [Toll] 130, and it was SH 130 
from IH 35 north of Georgetown down to [US] 183. Those 
three elements were all financed together in one package 
through bonds sold on Wall Street. That was the largest 
highway-owned project.

At the time, it was the biggest bond sale the state had 
ever done at about $2.2 billion. It was also the first toll proj-
ect that really the state had undertaken in modern times.
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Education: 
Bachelor of Science degree in civil 
engineering, University of Texas at Austin

Contact: 
832-7000 or www.txdot.gov

borrowed money and so you’ve got to pay the banker or 
they get kind of mad at you.

Borrowing money from Wall Street is no different. You 
have a payment to make for the debt. But what you also 
have is you have to pay for the operations and you have to 
pay for the maintenance. Under normal financing what 
you do is the first dollar you get goes towards operations 
and maintenance and until you pay for operations and 
maintenance, a dollar doesn’t work its way to be available 
to pay for the debt service. And that’s how the bond hold-
ers generally like it because even if they don’t get paid, 
they want that road running and well-maintained or their 
asset will depreciate.

Q. How did txdot miscalculate $1.1 billion? 
A. We blew it. You have to understand it isn’t one thing. 
It is the perfect storm of events. TxDOT has experienced, 
principally because of the rise in oil prices, tremendous 
inflation. That’s no secret. Everything we do takes large 
equipment. We’re using huge amounts of diesel. We have 
a very energy intensive construction process. There has 
been 100 percent inflation in the last few years. Without 
question, that’s part of it. 

We also have an aging system. The interstate system is 
50 years old. The FM and RM system is maybe 40 years 
old. Roads are like the roof of your house. Over time, you 
get a little leak, so you put on another layer of shingles. 
Then time goes by and you go and put up another layer of 
shingles. But you get to a point, after you get that second 
or third layer of shingles on, you have to go and scrape 
off all the shingles, and replace some plywood, and you 
put on a new roof from scratch. Roads are like that. We 
can continue to do surface treatments, and band-aid 
them and hold them together, but there gets to be a point 
in time when you have to just rehabilitate the road. You 
gotta scrape it all up and put it all down. We are facing 
an enormous maintenance liability. The design life of a 
pavement is generally in the 20 or 30 year range. These 
roads, many of them, are all approaching that life span, 
especially with the traffic that we’re seeing. 

You have all of this and you have some miscalculations, 
or over-projections of federal dollars that are going to 
come in. We have increasing costs and increasing need, 
and now we’ve over-projected how much federal revenue 
is going to come in. We didn’t curtail our spending fast 
enough. That’s just how it is. It’s ugly, it’s embarrassing, 
but that’s just how it is.

Given all of this backdrop, which is enough, I mean that 
is crashing the bus into the wall as it is, but we accelerate 
the crashing of the bus with an unfortunate, honest 
mistake, where evidently, monies were allocated to pay for 
both some projects that have been let [already started], 
and also simultaneously allocated for some future builds. 

TExAS dEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATiON
Q. How was the central texas turnpike project financed? 
A. When we financed the Central Texas turnpike 
project, the goal was to absolutely maximize the amount 
of pavement that we could get on the ground. We 
stretched the financing to the limit. To do that, what the 
department did was what’s generally called backstopping, 
which means we would subsidize the Operations and 
Maintenance (O&M) expenses for the project until the 
traffic was high enough to collect enough revenues to 
where O&M support would no longer be required.

In this financing, the period of O&M support was 
anticipated to be well in the 20-plus year range, so that if 
you get traffic that is higher than projected, that means 
you’re getting more money than you projected. But what 
that extra money is first doing is lowering the amount 
of support you’re receiving from TxDOT. That’s not how 
most roads are financed. That’s not how 183A [Toll] was 
financed, and that’s not how we’re going to finance any 
of the other toll roads going forward. This was a very 
unusual financing because the state felt it was in their 
interest to maximize the pavement on the ground to make 
the connections that we’re making.

Q. How is the central texas turnpike System different? 
A. This was a 100 percent TxDOT deal, that’s what’s 
different. When we did this deal, there were three 
requirements that we had in the bond indenture. One was 
that we do some interchange improvements to [US] 183 
and [Toll] 45.The next requirement was that unless we 
can’t do it environmentally, we need to construct 183A 
[Toll]. The third requirement was unless we can’t do it 
environmentally, we construct [Toll] 45 southeast.

So the 183A [Toll} project was basically set aside for the 
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority as their first 
project. That was a starter kit for the CTRMA. It was envi-
ronmentally cleared by TxDOT, the counties got together 
and formed the CTRMA, and so [the 183A Toll project] 
was given to them and TxDOT delivered the seed money.

Q. How is toll road construction traditionally financed? 
A. Very few projects, if any in the entire world, can be 
financed totally in a traditional manner selling bonds. 
That means that you are able to, just from the traffic using 
the road, go to Wall Street and convince them that you 
would have enough traffic volume that would be willing 
to pay a high enough price to allow you to go Wall Street 
and borrow enough money to build the project. Generally, 
there is always going to need to be some cash involved. 
So the amount of cash participation may need to be 75 
percent or 50 percent or 20 percent. It will vary for each 
project. Likewise the percent of bond financing will vary. 
Obviously if you have a project and if you finance that 
project you’ve got to pay just like the rent on your house 
or your house bill, you’ve got to pay the banker. You’ve 

For five years in a row, we’ve been ranked the #1 heart program in Texas. So if 
you ever need heart care, come to the hospital that is, simply put, second to none.

RANKED HEART PROGRAM IN TEXAS.
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Offer valid for new customers and existing customers adding a new line of service. Total package price $74.90 per month for one year. $19.95 installation fee.  Digital Tier, Movies On Demand and WWE Events are available at additional 
cost. To receive all services, Digital Cable, remote and lease of a Digital set-top box are required. Some services are not available to CableCARD customers. Not all equipment supports all services. All services may not be available 
in all areas. Subject to change without notice. Price excludes applicable taxes. Some restrictions apply. All services may not be immediately available in all areas. Offer is not transferable and may not be combined with any other offer. 
HDTV set and HD converter are required on each TV receiving HD programming. Some channels are currently delivered in Standard Definition. Digital Phone does not include back-up power and should there be a loss of electrical 
power, Digital Phone, including the ability to access 9-1-1 services, will not be available. Additional charges apply for calls to International locations, operator services, directory assistance, and taxes and fees. Residential use only. Caller 
ID not available on Pace set-top boxes. Caller ID on TV requires Digital Phone, a Digital converter and Digital Cable. Other restrictions may apply. Call for details. Offer expires 3/31/08.
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