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The Miracle League teaches baseball to 
handicapped children.
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North Austin popular for Asian commerce
by Rachel youens

h e a l t h c a r e  & i n s u r a n c e

With the national economy showing signs of slowing 
with oil over $90 a barrel and a high amount of subprime 
mortgage foreclosures across the country, Austin is likely 
to see some effects. However, the Austin area is expected 
to outperform most metropolitan areas during a slowing 
economy, even in the housing market where northwest 
Austin realtor Jim Morelli of RE/MAX Capital City said 
business is great.

“It’s slowed down a little here but it’s not impacting 
Central Texas like it is in other parts of the country,” said 
Dave Porter, senior vice president of economic devel-
opment of The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce. 
“Austin is pretty insulated in that our economic base is 
pretty diversified.”

Austin economy fares 
better than nation
by Tiffany young

continued on |11

When the Tan International Group built Chinatown Center 
along Lamar Boulevard in 2006, it was no accident that it was 
large, traditional and iconic with an entrance featuring an arch 
with traditional red-tiled roofs and a set of three statues welcom-
ing shoppers. 

The goal, according to Austin Asian American Chamber of 
Commerce Chair Ali Khataw, was that Chinatown Center would 
become a recognized district in Austin; a person could get into a 
cab and say only “take me to Chinatown Center” and the driver 
would know where to go.

The Asian population in Austin, and particularly north Austin, 
has been steadily growing over the past 20 years, leaping most dra-
matically from 3.3 percent in 1990 to about 6.5 percent in 2007. 
But it is only in the past five years that Asian-owned businesses 
have taken a stand to make their presence known, and other busi-
nesses, schools and the community are responding in turn.
Growth and diversification

“There’s amazing growth in the Asian community here. The best 
way to look at it is to go to a mall and look at the amount of Asian 
faces you see,” Khataw said. “When I say Asian faces, I don’t just 
mean oriental. We’re talking Indians, Bangladeshis, Pakistanis, 
Filipinos, Koreans and Chinese.” 

While the general population of Austin doubles every 20 to 25 
years, the number of Asians in Austin is doubling every ten years, 
according to City of Austin Demographer Ryan Robinson. By the 
middle of the next decade, the number of Asians in Austin will 
more than likely exceed the number of African Americans.

“The incoming Asians to Austin during the past 15 years are a 

continued on | 8

Alex Cogburn is not indigent, un-
healthy or unemployed. In fact, the col-
lege-educated 24-year-old shares a house 
with a roommate, has a car and works 
almost 40 hours a week at his job using 
his black belt training to teach karate at a 
Northwest Austin studio. 

Not having insurance wasn’t some-
thing Cogburn thought much about 
since graduating from the University of 
Texas last year, when he lost coverage 
under his parents’ insurance plan. But 
in late December, when an unplanned 
trip to the emergency room led to Cog-
burn receiving almost $5,000 in medical 
bills, he realized that health insurance 
was something he couldn’t afford not to 
have. 

“I hate having to feel like we have to 
have insurance, but clearly it really is a 
necessity or else there’s no way I can ever 
pay this amount again,” Cogburn said. “If 
it was something where I had planned to 
go to the hospital, I would have asked my 
parents or looked into what I could have 
done to make it cost less, but since it was 
unplanned it was like…I didn’t ask for 
this at all.”

Cogburn is one of 5.7 million Texans 
who are currently without insurance 
and make too much to be considered 
indigent and too little to afford sufficient 
coverage. Texas has the highest number 
of uninsured residents in the country 
according to the 2003 census, and area 
hospitals, city government and the state 
legislature are battling a number of fac-
tors in an effort to help these residents.

“The fastest growing part of our pop-
ulation is the population that has the 
highest rate of the uninsured. The more 
people who become uninsured and the 
higher the health costs grow, the more 
employers will bail out of the healthcare 
system,” said Earl Maxwell, president of 
the St. David’s Foundation at a recent 
Central Texas growth summit. “Our hos-
pitals are under great pressure to provide 
services for the uninsured. The amount 
of uncompensated care at St. David’s, 
Seton and Brackenridge is skyrocketing, 

New Jobs ANNuAl Growth

VeNture CApitAl populAtioN

Gross DomestiC proDuCt

by Rachel youens

continued on | 17
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Performers from the Star 
Lion Dance Troupe and 
Love of China dance troupe 
perform at Chinatown 
Center’s 2nd annual Asian 
New Year Festival. The new 
year started Feb. 7 and 
ushered in the year of the 
rat. Chinatown Center is 
located along N. Lamar Blvd.

AsiAN New YeAr At ChiNAtowN CeNter

2007 loCAl, stAte AND NAtioNAl eCoNomiCs At A GlANCe

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

emploYmeNt

retAil sAles

U.S. $4.53 trillion
Texas $382 billion
Austin $26.5 billion

U.S. $29.4 billion
Texas $1.41 billion
Austin $673 million

U.S. 1,788,000
Texas 230,400
Austin 29,100

U.S. 1.3%
Texas 2.3%
Austin 4%

U.S. 301,800,000
Texas 24,000,000
Austin 1,580,000

U.S. $13.13 trillion
Texas $1.06 trillion
Austin $74.6 billion

U.S. 137,930,000
Texas 10,267,000
Austin 749,100
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St. David’s HealthCare offers fi ve fully staffed ERs in the greater Austin area, each with a nationally accredited Chest Pain 

Center.  At North Austin, Round Rock and Georgetown hospitals, our ERs stand ready with board-certifi ed emergency 

medicine specialists and the depth of over 1,300 physicians. In an emergency, make sure you choose a St. David’s ER.

Find a St. David’s ER or doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

We have the doctors you want.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
St . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l

SD 10 x 13.2875.indd   2 8/23/07   5:42:00 PM
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the first African American Austin 
City Manager, Marc Ott. He takes 
a moment to discuss his plans for 
the city on page 29.

As we head into the spring, 
Community Impact has big plans 
for April. I look forward to sharing 
those plans with you next month 
and hearing your feedback.

 

Traci Rodriguez
General Manager
trodriguez@impactnews.com

page 6
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LAMAR BLVD.
COMMUNITY     CORRIDOR Sponsored by Austin Telco AUSTIN TELCO

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

With over 760 students, Brentwood 
Christian School is one of the largest 
private schools in Austin o�ering a 
complete K-12 education experience.
www.brentwoodchristian.org

Thien Hau Temple gets its namesake 
from Ba Thien Hau, who is believed 
to have secured his freedom from 
Vietnam. For more information on this 
Taoists Temple, go to page 9

1

Parmer Ln.

Lamar Blvd. from Braker to Parmer Lane 
is a popular area that has experienced 
exponential retail and high tech growth 
in recent years and includes an interesting 
mix of new land development, recreational 
facilities and business. 

Development

Braker Ln.

N. Lam
ar Blvd.

Park Central is situated near IH 35 
and Parmer Lane at 12345 N. Lamar. 
Set in a Master Planned Development, 
this 228,000 sq. ft. project will 
accommodate a wide spectrum of o�ce 
users including Fortune 500 companies, 
high-tech �rms, government agencies, 
professional companies and non-pro�t 
organizations. 
www.parkcentralaustin.com 

5

Parks & Recreation
Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park sits 
on a scenic greenbelt and
features hike and bike trails with 
a creek running through. Walnut 
Creek is home to the Havins Softball 
complex that includes three large �elds 
complete with lights and bleachers. 
Other features include basketball and 
volleyball courts and a pool that’s open 
during the summer months.

Commercial
4 There is a corner lot for sale at 11421 

N. Lamar. This retail building with 
warehousing capabilities sits on 1.01 
acres just north of Braker and N. Lamar. 
The +/- 16,000 Sq. Ft. property is for sale 
“as is” at $1,250,000 through CB Ellis.
www.cbre.com 

4

Other
2

2

6

3

1

5

Walnut Creek Park was once the site of 
the Coxville Zoo from 1939 to 1969. 
The zoo started with a pet monkey at 
a gas station owned by Alvin Cox. Over 
time, other exotic pets were acquired 
and the 55 acres evolved into the 
Coxville Zoo to include such animals as 
alligators, bears and lions

History

6
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General
Manager’s 
Note

Traci Rodriguez

As Community Impact 
Newspaper continues to grow, 
we are looking for talent as 
positions become available. With 
several open positions I expected 
the resumes to pour in, but was 
surprised by the lack of resumes. 

I understand now more than ever 
it is important with a growing 
economy like Austin’s to keep the 
focus on our education system so 
there will be employees ready as 
companies grow.

At a recent Central Texas growth 
summit I listened to Kirk Watson 
speak on the economy. Austin is 
below the national unemployment 
rate and Watson said, “We need a 
lot of people to keep this economic 
engine humming.”

As we approach the end of Black 
History Month there’s no better 
way to celebrate than to recognize 

9910 Stonelake Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
(512)343.3400

TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

The  RX

Nothing else feels 
quite like a Lexus.

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.

Also available in a hybrid.
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Fiesta at 12636 Research Blvd. The owners 
do not yet have a firm date on when the 
restaurant will open, but the buffet will 
feature the family’s award-winning recipes. 
For more information, visit www.dimas-
sisbuffet.com.

School Volunteers
Austin Partners in Education is focus-
ing on the expansion of its Study Group 
Program, which brings volunteers into the 
classroom to create small learning com-
munities. Trained volunteers lead groups 
of two to four students in structured ac-
tivities to help them with reading fluency, 
reading comprehension or math concepts. 
For more information on volunteering 
through Austin Partners in Education, 
visit www.austinpartners.org.

4  Ninth Riata Village 
planned
A multi-family residential area called 
Clearwater has been proposed on 17 
acres of land at 5701-5725 Diehl Trail by 
Legacy Partners. A maximum of 288 one- 
and two-bedroom luxury apartments are 
planned with a 25-foot vegetative buffer 
along the property line near single-family 
homes. Legacy Partners is waiting for ap-
proval from the city to go ahead with the 
development.

5  China House
China House Restaurant is open at 9505 
Burnet Road. Hours are Monday through 
Friday 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 4-10 p.m., 
Saturday noon-10 p.m. and Sunday 4-10 
p.m. For more information, call 834-0788.

1  Arboretum gets new 
sushi bar
New Arboretum tenant Kenobi Restau-
rant and Sushi Bar held its grand opening 
Jan. 28. Located at the former site of Dan 
McClusky’s steak house at 10000 Research 
Blvd., Ste. A, the spot has been trans-
formed into a high-end restaurant with a 
full bar in the front. For more information, 
call 241-0119 or visit www.kenobiaustin.
com.

2  Connally moves up
The Pflugerville school district’s Connally 
High School was elevated from 
4A to 5A during the University Inter-
scholastic League’s biennial redistricting 
in January. This puts Connally into the 
same 25-5A category as last year’s division 
II football state championship finalists, 
Pflugerville High School.

3  All you can eat
Houston-based Greek chain Dimassi’s 
Mediterranean Buffet will open a new 
restaurant in the former location of La 
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The inaugural season at  
The Long Center for the 

Performing Arts will provide 
entertainment unlike anything 

Austin has ever seen. With 
international, national and local 
stars on stage, The Long Center 

has something for everyone.

MARCH 6-9 Join us as  
we open the doors to our 
Sneak Peek Free to the 

Public Open House

For more information  
on events, performances  

and tickets visit  
www.thelongcenter.org  

or call the 3M Box Office  
at 474-LONG (5664).

The Sneak Peek Free to the Public Open House is presented in partnership with 
JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo, The Wachovia Foundation and Whole Foods Market.* 

*at time of print, February 1

OPENING 

PERFORMANCES

APRIL 2 - 12

RUDE MECHANICALS:

Method Gun

APRIL 7

KATHLEEN BATTLE 

Open Arts. 
Open Minds.
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License to drive
Texans voted online for a new general-
issue license plate. The winning license 
plate was “Lone Star Texas” displaying 
a white lone star in the left-hand corner 
with wide brushes of red and blue across 
a Texas sky, with the bottom half of the 
plate a low-lying mountain range designed 
by the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion. In early 2009, the state will change 
to a seven-character, alpha-numeric plate 
pattern. By law, the Texas Transportation 
Commission must give final approval to 
the new general-issue plate design.

6  Nino’s Pizza
Nino’s Pizza, 13776 Research Blvd., Ste. 
142, opened Feb. 2 in the Anderson Mill 
Shopping Center. Nino’s offers thin New 
York-style pizza and deep dish Sicilian-
style pies. For more information, call 432-
5997 or visit www.ninosnypizza.com.

7  Live music  
Nuno’s on Sixth, a live music venue, 
opened a second Nuno’s location at
Parmer and MoPac Feb. 15. The venue has 
an outdoor stage for live music.
For more information, call 833-5133.

8  Award-winning class 
begins
New to Austin, the five-in-one class ¡Step-
sCinco! (Speech, Theatre, Etiquette, Poise, 
Self-esteem) helps kids and teens with self-
expression, building confidence and self-
esteem and developing courtesy and grace. 
All ages participate in poetry, speaking, 
acting, improvising, throwing a tea party 
and learning social skills. Winter and 
spring classes are held at 12701 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 311. For more information, call 
386-9844 or visit www.StepsCinco.com

9  Challenge grant
renewed
The Michael & Susan Dell Foundation 
has renewed its Challenge Grant for 2008, 
which matches every new donation and 
most increased donations dollar-for-dollar. 
For more information about the Austin 
United Jewish Community Campaign, 
contact Liza Levine at  795-9937, ext. 14, 
liza.levine@shalomaustin.org, or visit 
www.shalomaustin.org/campaign.

community   events

29

FeBrUArY
Howling Hounds benefit auction
2525 W. Anderson Lane  

5:30 p.m.
Round Rock Helping Hands Basset Rescue will host a 
fundraiser with a silent auction, live auction, seated dinner 
and dancing in the Red oak Ballroom in norris conference 
center at northcross Mall. tickets are $60 per person or 
$420 for a table of eight. Based in Round Rock, Round Rock 
Helping Hands Basset Rescue is a network of volunteers 
who house unwanted basset hounds in their homes until 
a new family adopts them. they serve central texas, with 
foster homes in Round Rock, Austin, cedar Park and drip-
ping Springs. For more information, visit 
www.hhbassetrescue.org.

23

1

Calendar events must be submitted by the second Friday of the month.
E-mail Tiffany at tyoung@impactnews.com or call (512) 989-6808

28 Spring 2008 Experience Austin
March 28 from 8 a.m.-6 p.m.                    

tuesday evenings, April 1, 8, and 15 from 4:30-8:30 p.m.
this fast-paced orientation series introduces new residents 
and long-time Austinites to the latest issues and key players 
in this “city of ideas.” 
experience Austin consists of four sessions, including an 
all-day bus tour to key landmarks, with commentary by 
over 20 speakers giving insights into topics such as: Austin’s 
growth and changing demographics, the economic context 
for Greater Austin, the achievement gap in central texas 
education, and what makes Austin unique.
Session i: icons and issues
Friday, March 28, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. (optional refreshments 
afterwards)
this session will include an overview of central texas’ demo-
graphic and growth trends and an introduction to regional 
issues relating to the economy and environment. 

Storytelling at Wells Branch Library
15001 Wells Port drive
6 p.m. 
Johnnye Stringfellow is a celebrated storyteller in the 
Austin area who brings stories to life with dramatic acting 
and audience participation. Stringfellow wears many hats 
as she writes children’s stories and plays and hosts produc-
tions at local elementary schools. Space is limited to the 
first 100 attendees.

Dinner fundraiser for Lone Star Circle 
of Care

11400 Burnet Road, Ste. 2100
6 p.m.

chef casey thompson, finalist from 
the hit tV show “top chef”, and the 
texas culinary Academy are spon-
soring an event to raise money for 
Lone Star circle of care. Lone Star 
circle of care provides healthcare 
to the uninsured and underin-
sured.  chef thompson is coming 

to Austin to demonstrate her Pan-Asian cooking style that 
incorporates Asian and Mexican cultural influences. Follow-
ing the cooking demonstration, attendees will partake in a 
four-course dinner. the cooking class begins at 6 p.m. with 
dinner at 7 p.m.  the event will be held at Ventana, 11400 
Burnet Road, Suite 2100 in Austin. For reservations, contact 
Lone Star circle of care at 868-1124, ext. 250 or lpowers@
lscctx.org.  cost: $75.

MArCh
Spring Park Workday
Great Hills Park, 10801 Sierra oaks For more 

information, e-mail volunteer@greathillspark.org or visit 
www.greathillspark.org.

5
Debt management class
international center of Austin, 201 e. 2nd Street
9 – 11 a.m.

the city of Austin’s Small Business development Program 
will offer a class addressing debt management issues for 
central texas small business owners taught by instructors 
of Austin community college. the role of the SBdP is to 
empower small business owners of central texas.  For more 
information, call 974-7800 or visit www.cityofaustin.org/
sbdp.  cost: $25

6 Board certified facial plastic and 
reconstructive surgeon speaking 

6-8 p.m.
Maison de Beaute, 12108 RR 620
dr. Louis W. Apostolakis will speak on surgical and non-
surgical procedures for the face and neck. the presentation 
will be followed by a question and answer session. Refresh-
ments will be served. Limited seating. For reservations, call 
329-8989.

10  Pub goes green
Opal Divine’s Austin Grill, 12709 N. 
MoPac, signed up for Austin
Energy’s GreenChoice, the nation’s most 
successful utility-sponsored green
power program. Opal’s also switched all 
to-go packaging to BioMass
packaging and is exploring ways to recycle 
more of their byproducts. For more infor-
mation, call 733-5353 or visit 
www.opaldivines.com/green.html.

11  Specialty store cruises 
into Gateway 
Cruise Holidays of Northwest Austin, 
a cruise specialty store independently 
owned and operated by Don and Diana 
Whiteside, will open March 1 at 9002 N.
Capital of Texas Hwy. #220 in the Gateway 
Shopping Center. Cruise Holidays is the 
oldest and largest cruise-specialty retail 
franchise in North America, with stores in 
both the United States and Canada. Cruise 
Holidays of Northwest Austin will special-
ize in personally-planned cruise vacations. 
For information on Cruise Holidays, call 
338-8880.

Jo Caldwell Meyer 
Scholarship Entries
Applications are now being accepted for 
the Jo Caldwell Meyer Scholarship, the 
annual student scholarship awarded by the 
Association for Women in Communica-
tions Austin. This is the 19th year for the 
chapter to present the award. This year, 
AWC Austin will award a $3,500 scholar-
ship to a full-time college sophomore or 
junior who demonstrates excellence in the 
study of communications and is attending 
a university in Central Texas. The scholar-
ship can apply toward the recipient’s tu-
ition, books or other academic needs. The 
application must be submitted by March 
7. Scholarships will be awarded at AWC 
Austin’s Annual Banner Brunch on May 
10. For more information, or to receive an 
application, contact Julie Garcia at 312-
5668 or pastpresident@awicaustin.org.

12  Home Depot cleared for 
Target 
The old Home Depot location, 10107 
Research Blvd. at the corner of Great 
Hills Trail, has been leveled to make way 
for Target, which is planned to open in 
October. Home Depot moved to the Arbor 
Walk Shopping Center at 10515 MoPac 
last year.

13  Quattro Gallery
Quattro Gallery, 12971 Pond Springs Rd., 
and the Austin Police Department will 
present an art exhibit of 19 painters, pho-
tographers and sculptors, many of whom 
are police officers and family members. 
The exhibit will be held on March 1 from 
7-10 p.m. and benefits the Greater Austin 
Crime Commission. For reservations, e-
mail David.Sackmary@quattrogallery.com.

14  St. David’s adds 
care
St. David’s North Austin 
Medical Center has a new 
helipad, allowing St. David’s to 
provide better medical assis-
tance. St. David’s is also add-
ing a 377,000 sq. ft. women’s 
facility, scheduled to open in 
April 2009. 

Shamrock Shuffle 5K Fun Run/Walk
decker Lake

9 a.m.
the 2nd annual Shamrock Shuffle 5K Fun Run and Walk irish 
Festival will benefit the Lone Star Feis, a program of the 
Lone Star irish dance, inc. Awards will be given to the top 
50 overall male and female finishers. Free food and drinks 
will be provided to all runners and walkers at the award 
ceremony. For more information, visit www.runtex.com.

15

On the Road with the Beats
February 5 - August 3
Harry Ransom center, 300 W. 21st St.
this exhibition takes visitors on a journey through the cities, 
landscapes, and communities that fostered and shaped the 
most important works of the Beat Generation, from the 
early 1940s to the mid-1960s. For more information, call 
471-8944 or visit www.hrc.utexas.edu.

2 Zilker Park Kite Festival
Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Road

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Presented by HeB, the city of Austin Parks and Recreation 
department and the exchange club of Austin, the annual 
Zilker Park Kite Festival offers outdoor fun for all ages. 
Participate in one of many competitions including most
unusual and smallest kites. For more information, call 448-
Kite or visit www.zilkerkitefestival.com.

9 Bridal Events of Distinction
12:30 - 5 p.m.

Austin convention center Brides- and grooms-to-be can 
gather a vast array of information from the exclusive local 
wedding experts at their displays. A $40,000 ultimate 
Wedding Giveaway will be given away to one bride- and 
groom-to-be. there will be spring fashions and tuxedo 
shows, elegant flowers, a unique presentation of table 
decorations, and a formal presentation of food and cake 
testing. For more information call 282-9455 or e-mail 
rnowak@texas.net.

12 SXSW Music Conference
March 12 - March 15

Austin convention center, 500 e. cesar chavez St.
the twenty-second SXSW Music conference brings speakers 
with opinions and experience to share to the Austin conven-
tion center. Keynotes and interviews with industry legends 
highlight the sessions.

oNGoiNG
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CLArkSviLLe PoTTerY
business    profile by Tiffany young

Tom and Connie Quilter with their dog 
Jeci. Great Hills Tr. n

Jollyville R
d.

Clarksville Pottery

A couple from Ohio wanted a 
life change, so they quit their jobs 
in the corporate and education 
fields and moved to Austin to run 
a business: Clarksville Pottery. 
Originally founded in 1976 by 
Arnie and Syd Popinski, Tom 
and Connie Quilter bought 
Clarksville Pottery in 1999 after 
researching businesses all around 
the country.
“In 1998, we decided to basically 

shift to a new direction and we 
decided to take control of our 
lives,” Tom Quilter said. “These 
businesses don’t come very often. 
We had been searching [for a 
business to own] for a year. We 
got lucky – we hit a bullseye.”
With two locations, one in 

central Austin and the other at 
the corner of Great Hills Trail and 
Jollyville Road in the Arboretum 
area, the Quilters have enjoyed 
much success in Austin with a 
growing customer base through 
word of mouth. 
Clarksville Pottery’s Arboretum 

location was originally where 
Starbucks is on Great Hills Trail, 
and they have been in the current 
location for five years.
“I’ve always felt that the corner 

of this street is the best shopping 
district of all of Austin,” Quilter 
said. “I think this [location] is 
mainly for special occasion gifts. 
When we moved over here, we 
lost a lot of wall space, so we 
have less wall art and more 3-D 

pottery.”
Both store locations display 

different artisan’s work, so there 
is always a variety of pottery and 
jewelry to choose from at each.
The other difference between 

the locations is the handcrafted 
wedding rings, which are all 
located at the central location 
on North Lamar. They used to 
have some rings at each location, 
but found that customers would 
have to drive back and forth to 
pick out wedding rings, making 
it difficult to compare without 
being side by side. The store has 
about 20 artisans who make 
custom rings.
Despite Clarksville Pottery’s 

name, it has gotten more popular 
for its jewelry collection. 
“Jewelry has been growing 

significantly over the years. 
You just can’t buy our jewelry 
anywhere else,” Quilter said. “All 
our jewelry has a story behind it.”
About 30 percent of Clarksville 

Pottery’s artisans are from 
Central Texas, though they have 
pottery and jewelry from artisans 
coast to coast, and Hawaii. They 
do not stock imported goods, 
so inventory consists of crafts 
designed by American artisans.
While Quilter said he enjoys 

interacting with customers most, 
he also has story after story of 
local artists going from hobbyist 
to full-time artisan after selling 
crafts at their storefront.

“We try every year to bring in 
15 to 20 percent new artists,” 
Quilter said.
The business has a database 

of about 1,200-1,500 artists to 
choose from.
Even people who are not 

inclined to buy a beautiful 
piece of art can find something 
in Clarksville Pottery. From 
scarves to bowls to cutting 
boards, this retail store combines 
functionality and art for useful, 
yet aesthetic crafts.

Clarksville Pottery
9828 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 110

794-8580
www.clarksvillepottery.com
craft@clarksvillepottery.com
Hours: Mon. – Fri. 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. • Sun. Noon – 5 p.m.

• Voted as one of the nation’s “Top Ten
 Retailers of American Craft” in 2002
and 2003 by Niche magazine
• Voted “Best of Austin” in 2001 and 

2003 by The Austin Chronicle
• “Best of Austin” winner in 2000 for 

uniquely different wedding and
commitment rings

AwArDS
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PUre AUSTiN FiTNeSS
business    profile by Tiffany young

Pure Austin’s north 
Austin gym sits just in 
front of a retired quarry.

Pure Austin Fitness
4210 W. Braker Lane

 342-2200 • www.pureaustin.com
infoQL@pureaustin.com

Hours: Mon – Thurs 5:30 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Fri 5:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Sat  8 a.m. – 7 p.m.  •  Sun 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

M
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183Steck Ave.

Hillcrest Baptist Church
3838 Steck Ave. 

Austin, Tx 78759
512-345-3771

HILLCREST
WWW.HILLCRESTAUSTIN.ORG

A 
pla

ce t
o fi nd and follow Jesus together.

Sunday service times: 9:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Pure Austin Fitness is not your typical 
gym. For one, specials are not offered to 
bring in new members. Even in January, 
everyone pays the same. 
“Our philosophy is, instead of always 

recruiting new people, we should keep our 
people happy, so they’ll come back,” owner 
Beto Boggiano said.
Another thing Pure Austin Fitness does 

differently than its competition is sticking 
to what it is good at. For instance, it does 
not provide daycare onsite. 
“I don’t know how to run a daycare,” 

Boggiano said. “It’s about fitness, not about 
sales.”
It is also locally owned, something 

Boggiano is proud of. Boggiano has 
thought of opening new locations, but 
he said he wouldn’t think of starting a 
new location unless the city was very 
innovative, like Austin. “But then it 
wouldn’t be local,” he said.
Boggiano opened Pure Austin Fitness 

downtown in April 1999 and moved to the 
14-acre Quarry Lake location in August 
2004.  
“This location is a dream because it gave 

us more room to have classes – it allows us 
to be more versatile,” Boggiano said. “We 

have a boat dock down by 
the lake, so you can have 
yoga classes overlooking the 
lake.”
Before opening a fitness 

center, Boggiano worked as 
a geneticist for eight years, 
but throughout college he 
taught fitness classes at 
gyms. 
“It was always sort of a 

dream,” Boggiano said of 
opening a fitness center. He 
knew it had to be in Austin, 
embody the local flavor and 
not be intimidating. 
Inside Pure Austin Fitness, 

the atmosphere is much 
what you might expect from 
a fitness center, only hip 
and modern with stained 
concrete floors, visible 
silver air ducts and autumn-
colored walls. 
Around the corner 

from the front desk is the 
Pure Fuel Bar, offering 
smoothies, such as January’s 
smoothie of the month: 
the Resolution Smoothie. 
Sports equipment and 
clothing is on sale 
nearby, including yoga 
mats, watches, goggles, 

kickboards and more. The juice bar also 
boasts free wireless Internet making the 
fitness spot more than a place to work 
out. Most notable however, is a bike 
with a blender attached to the front that 
customers can pedal to mix their own 
smoothies without using electricity. The 
new addition is part of Pure Austin’s plan 
to save energy. The gym will likely have a 
reward attached to those who choose to 
blend their own smoothies, such as mix 10 
smoothies, get one free.
A rock-climbing wall in the center of 

the gym reaches toward the ceiling, and 
plenty of windows give visitors a view of 
the outdoors. Downstairs is a number of 
weight machines and free weights, while 
upstairs contains treadmills, stationary 
bikes and other fitness machines.
Outside Pure Austin Fitness is a heated 

pool, an outside track and a lake for open 
water swimming set up for triathlon 
training and kayaking.
Boggiano said his fitness complexes pull 

in people who are into the outdoors. 
“When people say ‘I’m not a gym person,’ 

we say ‘I’m not either’,” Boggiano said.

T H R e e  T H i N G S  B o G G i A N o 
S AyS  To  Lo o k  F o R  i N  A  G y M :

1  Join a gym. “Sign up for a gym, so 
there are no excuses [for not working 
out]. It doesn’t have to be Pure Austin, 
just sign up for a gym,” Boggiano said. 
2  Start slow.  “You’ll see more results 
with your body if you start slow.”
3  Try before you buy. Pure Austin 
Fitness allows a free two-week trial 
period to try out classes and facilities. 
“Don’t sign anything longer than a year 
membership and try classes and things 
you like,” Boggiano said.

W. Braker Ln.

n

Pure Austin Fitness

S
tonelake B

lvd.

STRUCTURAL
ENGINEERING
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEERING
• COMMERCIAL
   FOUNDATION / FRAMING
   TILTWALL, METAL, WOOD
   TILTWALL SHOP DRAWINGS

• RESIDENTIAL
   FOUNDATION / FRAMING

• SITE
   RETAINING WALLS
   CONCRETE STRUCTURES

(512) 845-2760
WWW.SYNERGETICENGINEERING.COMWWW.SYNERGETICENGINEERING.COM
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Now’s the time to get that new bathroom. The new Wells Fargo Home Equity
Account can give you the flexibility to make it happen. You can choose a fixed
or variable interest rate and benefit from our low flexible payment options.
Plus, the interest you pay may be tax-deductible*, and if you ever need
additional funds, you can access your available credit without reapplying.
Seize your somedaySM. Talk with a Wells Fargo banker, call 1-800-WFB-OPEN 
(1-800-932-6736) or visit wellsfargo.com today.

© 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

*Consult your tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest.

Open a new Wells Fargo Home Equity Account
and add more home to your home.
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much more diverse sub-population than 
what existed in Austin in the past,” Robin-
son said. “For example, thirty years ago, if 
you were Asian and in Austin, chances were 
you were Chinese and somehow associated 
with the University of Texas. Today, Austin 
hosts an Asian population that spans the 
socioeconomic spectrum and is sourced by 
several countries of origin.”

In most north Austin ZIP codes, nearly 
7.7 percent of the population is Asian, 
higher than both the city and national per-
centages. It’s a chicken or the egg question 
as to which came first: The population, or 
the schools, stores and churches that sup-
port it. Khataw can identify several factors 
that are bringing those members into the 
chamber.

“Austin is high tech, the Silicon Valley of 
Texas, and most Asians are in the computer 
industry or tech engineering fields, so they 
like to come here. The standard of living is 
wonderfully reasonable, and it works out 
for them,” Khataw said. “Most of the Asians 
that come to Austin are also upper or mid-
dle class. They’re professionals and entre-
preneurs, so generally income-wise they 
can afford a decent living, and Northwest 
Austin provides that. It’s also not as costly 
for them to run their business here as com-
pared to downtown.”

In a 2005 report from the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Com-
mission, 50.2 percent of Asians 
in the Austin-San Antonio area 
are employed in professional 

jobs and only 6.7 percent in labor or service 
jobs. The element of the EEOC’s statistics 
that concerns Khataw is the low number of 
Asians in official or management positions, 
only 7.2 percent.

“The biggest challenge Asians face is di-
rectly proportional to their representation. 
We’re not represented properly in key gov-
ernment decision-making positions. That’s 
something that again can only come when 
awareness of the Asian community is there 
and more Asians are installed in higher po-
sitions in the government sector,” Khataw 
said. “I think Asians are making it to po-
sitions where their voice will count. It’s an 
uphill battle, but it’s getting there.”

Austin has one Asian city council mem-
ber, Place Three’s Jennifer Kim. Members 
from the Austin Asian American Chamber 
of Commerce were also invited to be on last 
year’s interview panel for the hiring of po-
lice chief Art Acevedo.
education

Beyond employment, education has been 
another major draw to the Northwest Austin 
area for Asians. The Pflugerville and Austin 
school districts both have their Vietnamese 
bilingual schools in Northwest Austin, with 
PISD’s located at River Oaks Elementary 
and AISD’s at Walnut Creek Elementary.

Walnut Creek’s magnet program began 
in 1983 serving seven refugee students 
and has since expanded to 200 students, 

continued FRoM |1
Asian population

India 18.2%

Vietnam 18.1%

China 12.2%

Korea 11.2%

Taiwan 7.9%

Philippines 4.5%

800,000

700,000

600,000

500,000

400,000

300,000

200,000

100,000

2007 Population
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Caucasian
African- 

American
Hispanic
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Other

735,088

465,562

349,167

287,252

55,402

66,893
106,148

249,930

21,318
47,781

15,364
1,397

totAl estimAteD ethNiC populAtioN of AustiN

Dedicated Public Servant

Vote to Keep Our Hard Working CONSTABLE

E�cient Manager

Competent Law O�cer

“Gary doesn’t just sit back and direct his deputies, he works long hard hours giving us 
full measure for the taxpayer dollar he is paid.”  Jay Robinson, Jimmy Joseph Realtors

“When the Jarrell tornado hit, Gary was first on the scene helping to secure that horrific 
site and search for survivors.”   Marty Ruble, Constable Precinct 4

“Gary Griffin regularly meets with our neighborhood leaders and year after year pays 
attention to the needs of our area.”      Ms. Wanda Rickaway, Rattan Creek MUD #1 resident

“Our law firm uses Gary’s office to serve papers because we know he and his deputies will 
process the service correctly and timely.”      Ed Walsh, former District Attorney, Williamson County

Precinct 1 had the highest “per deputy” papers served - 315 per deputy - for FY 2007 
which was double that of the lowest precinct. Williamson County, Law Enforcement System Statistics

“Constable Griffin always honors his word to me and his deputies have greatly helped my 
business by recovering funds from bad checks.”            Larry Williams, Owner, City Automotive

Constable Griffin has demonstrated such grasp of law enforcement procedures that he is 
regularly used as an instructor for DPS trainees. Records of the Texas DPS Academy 

Currently held law enforcement licenses:  Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer 
Standards & Education:
 • Master Texas Peace Officer (highest licensing level)
 • Civil Process Proficiency Certification
 • Peace Officer Instructor
 • Crime Prevention Inspector
 • Mental Health Officer

Political advertising paid by the Keep Constable Gary Griffin campaign, Jay Robinson, campaign treasurer

plACe of birth of 
AustiN’s AsiAN foreiGN-borN

Source: City of Austin demographer

Source: Austin Asian American Chamber of Commerce
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perCeNt of AsiAN people liViNG iN North AustiN

approximately 20 percent of the school’s 
student population. Students from across 
the district apply for transfers into the 
program, which focuses on teaching the 
students English, but also maintaining cul-
tural and linguistic heritage. Students cel-
ebrated Vietnamese New Year Feb. 1 with 
their annual Tet Show offering traditional 
dance and food.

AISD is considering moving the Viet-
namese program further west to Summit 
Elementary due to overcrowding at Walnut 
Creek.
Being noticed

This year, Chinatown Center flew a gi-
ant Hello Kitty Balloon down Congress 
Boulevard at the Chuy’s Children Giving 
to Children Parade, but beyond balloons 
and decorative shopping center entrances, 
Khataw says he wants the Asian commu-
nity and Asian businesses to receive some 
mainstream recognition.

“When we talk about the Austin Asian 
American Chamber of Commerce, not ev-
eryone knows us,” Khataw said. “Whereas 
if you talk about Austin Chamber of Com-
merce, everyone knows about it. So we 
want to get the profile up there, and for that 
we’re showing our face wherever we can.”

Developers broke ground in north Aus-
tin Feb. 5 on Vina Plaza, a new shopping 
center covering more than 230,000 sq. ft., a 
quarter of the size larger than Chinatown. 
Hong Kong Supermaket, currently located 
near US 183 and Ohlen Road, will move 
farther north and closer to its clientele as 
one of the major tenants in the develop-
ment. Vina Plaza, a name playing on the 
word “Vietnamese,” will cater to Austin’s 
Asian community. What sets Vina apart 

from Chinatown is developer Ly & Nguyen 
LLC’s vision for a shopping center that will 
combine Asian stores with other fare to 
draw shoppers from all demographics.

“Vina is different from Chinatown. We’re 
not just focused on Vietnamese or Asian. 
The shopping center will feature Italian and 
American restaurants, doctors and den-
tists, and family businesses like arcades. We 
want everyone to feel welcome.”

Beyond its tenants, Vina Plaza will also 
break the trend set by Chinatown in its ar-
chitecture. Rather than the iconic Asian de-
sign of Chinatown, Vina Plaza will feature 
two stories, mixing office space and retail, 
with a large decorative rotunda in the cen-
ter. In its original zoning review, the city 
council had been concerned with the prox-
imity of Vina to the already established 
Chinatown, but Ngyuen points out that his 
location decision was based on more than 
just competition.

“We chose this piece of land because 
most Asians in Austin live in this area. In 
some areas of north Austin, its almost 20 
percent Asian.”
Diversity

Near Chinatown Center many main-
stream, American businesses are putting 
up Asian language signage. At the center’s 
Feb. 9 New Year’s celebration, there were 
a sea of colors on the faces of the crowd. 
Both are indicators that Northwest Austin 
is embracing the culture and commerce of 
its Asian population. 

“A lot of our members are not really 
Asians and that’s very interesting,” Khataw 
said. “These are people and businesses who 
would like to be involved with Indian, Chi-
nese or oriental culture.”

Clockwise from top left: 
• The dragon dance as performed by 
the Star Lion Dance Troupe at China-
town Center’s New Year’s Festival. 
• MT Supermarket shelves stocked full 
of red and gold New Year decorations. 
• Children in the audience at the 
festival dressed in silk suits.
• Dancers with the Love of China 
dance troupe perform a dance based 
on games like Ro-Sham-Bo and Hide-
and-Go-Seek.

Summit elementary - Possible future home to AISD’s Vietnamese bilingual program.

walnut Creek elementary - Current home to AISD’s Vietnamese bilingual program.

river oaks elementary - Home to PISD’s Vietnamese bilingual program.

importANt AsiAN DeVelopmeNts iN North AustiN

vina Plaza - This 
mixed-use shopping 
center is one of the 
first to go through 
Austin’s new urban 
design standards 
and will feature 
offices over stores. 
The name Vina 
comes from the word 
Vietnamese and will 
feature a Hong Kong 
Supermarket.

Chinatown Center - 
This large shopping 
center hosts serveral 
restaurants, clothing 
and video stores 
as well as the MT 
Supermarket and 
the Austin Asian
American Chamber 
of Commerce.

Thien hau Temple - 
In 2001 this Taoist 
temple was dedicated 
to a goddess of the 
sea and sailors by a 
refugee who credited 
the goddess with 
helping him.
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Henna Chevrolet
    We’ll stand by you!

Serving Austin with pride for 70 years.

We ’ l l  be a t  a ny  p r i ce  i n  Texas
on a new Chevy...GUARANTEED.

We won’ t  just  se l l  you a car today, 
we’ll build a relationship for a lifetime.

OPEN MON-SAT 8AM-8PM
VIEW OUR INVENTORY AT WWW.HENNA.COM

(512) 402-5856
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employment
The unemployment rate in November for the Austin/

Round Rock metropolitan area was at 3.5 percent com-
pared with 4.1 percent for Texas and 4.7 percent for the 
U.S. 

One reason Austin’s economy fares well is its constant 
supply of an educated workforce from local colleges. 

“Austin has a relatively highly qualified, highly educated 
workforce in terms of number of college degrees … and 
that puts us in a good position,” said Susan Dawson, execu-
tive director of education equals economics alliance, or E3. 
“That’s one of the main reasons we come out very high in 
most ratings and ranking systems about where economic 
development is hot and best cities to live in.”

Still, job growth is expected to be lower than it has been 
in recent years. 

“While we may not experience the phenomenal job 
growth we’ve had the last four years, we’ll still have prob-
ably over two percent job growth for 2008,” Porter said.
Preparing a workforce

However, studies show that the fastest growing demo-
graphic is limited-English proficient and the economically 
disadvantaged, making it important for Austin’s education 
system to ensure graduates are ready for the workforce. 

While Austin attracts many employees to the area, it’s 
more expensive to bring workers to Austin than to train 
people already in the area. 

“It is very, very expensive to import a workforce,” Daw-
son said. “It’s a lot cheaper in the long run to grow our own 
workforce through getting more and more qualified em-
ployees and qualified citizens.”

E3 Alliance was formed as a collaborative effort to ini-
tiate a regional effort to increase global competitiveness, 
economic vitality and overall quality of life for Central 
Texas by aligning education systems to better fulfill the po-
tential of every citizen.

“Any economist will tell you we’re essentially employed, 
which is good for everyone except for businesses wanting 
to hire,” Sen. Kirk Watson said at the recent Central Texas 
Growth Summit meeting. “We need a lot of people to keep 
this economic engine going, and this can be traced to our 
education system.”
real estate

According to the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, Aus-
tin single-family housing permits were down 30 percent 
in 2007. A report by Foreclosure Listing Service Inc. shows 
foreclosures in Austin are up from a year ago. 

Still, realtor Jim Morelli of RE/MAX Capital City said last 
year’s sales were great and he expects the same this year. 

“The credit crunch has hurt a little bit for subprime and 
low-end buyers, but it really hasn’t affected the market here 
that much,” said Morelli, who does about 99 percent of 
his business in north Austin. “The interest rates are still 
favorable. The local economy is still very strong. There are 
a lot of people still moving here. Jobs are being created and 
(people) buying houses.” 

emerging technology
Another way Austin hopes to spur economic growth is 

through its emerging technology initiative, which plans to 
target industries such as clean energy, digital media, wire-
less, biotechnology, life sciences and technology commer-
cialization. The emerging technology subcommittee of the 
city council has approved the initiative and is awaiting ap-
proval from the council.

Through this initiative, the city works with the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce to keep and attract technol-
ogy companies, according to Bryan Hamilton, the city of 
Austin’s economic development manager for the Economic 
Growth and Redevelopment Services.

“What we’re looking for are companies that have ven-
ture capital and they’re coming right out of venture capital 
into production,” said Hamilton. “We want to partner with 
those companies and make sure they remain here.”

Recently, the city worked with Samsung Electronics, of-
fering incentives to the company to build its advanced chip 
factory in north Austin. Samsung Electronics invested $3.5 
billion for the project, making it the largest single foreign 
investment in Texas.
Local support

Local organizations believe Austin’s economy will thrive 
with local support from consumers and government.

“What can the average citizen do to help? Shop locally,” 
said Austin Independent Business Alliance Executive Di-
rector Amy Wright. “That’s the biggest thing.”

A national survey of independent retailers conducted by 
the Independent Business Forum showed a larger increase 
in sales during the holidays for independent businesses in 
cities where “buy local” campaigns existed. While major 
chains overall reported a decline in sales from the 2006 to 
2007 holiday season, locally-owned businesses reported 
gains. According to AIBA, Austin retailers reported aver-
age sales gains of 6.3 percent this past holiday over 2006. 

Country Keepers owner Donna Munson said December 
sales were significantly improved, but that January sales 
had slipped.

“If the money gets tighter, they’re going to get what they 
need, but they’re going to think about their discretionary 
spending,” Munson said. “If they only have a certain amount 
of money to use, they may really think about going to the 
unique stores and supporting local business people.”

While the City of Austin has initiatives to increase eco-
nomic growth in the area, local economist John Hockenyos, 
managing director of Texas Perspectives, said it is hard in 
the short-term to have a large impact on the economy at 
the local level. 
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Economy

For five years in a row, we’ve been ranked the #1 heart program in Texas. So if 
you ever need heart care, come to the hospital that is, simply put, second to none.

RANKED HEART PROGRAM IN TEXAS.

Nationally, the government is taking steps to 
increase economic growth, as well. 

Tax rebate
Congress passed a tax rebate Feb. 7 that will give most 
taxpaying single households $600, couples $1,200 and 
disabled veterans $300 as early as May.
• Supporters believe lower income households are more 
likely to spend a tax rebate than save it, meaning money 
will quickly be pumped into the economy, giving it a 
boost. 
• Those that oppose the rebate believe this attempt at 
boosting the economy could weaken the dollar, causing
inflation.

Federal rate cuts
The Federal Reserve also cut the federal funds rate, 
which impacts how much consumers pay on credit 
card debt, home equity lines of credit and auto loans, 
from 4.25 to 3.5 percent last month citing a weakening 
economic outlook as its reason.
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uNemploYmeNt rAtes

what is a recession?
While there is no strict definition for the term recession, there are two main ways 
recessions are determined. 

Unofficial recession 
Some professionals consider the economy in recession when there are two 
consecutive financial quarters when the gross domestic product decreases. 

official recession
However, in the U.S., the official determiner of a recession is the Business Cycle 
Dating Committee at the National Bureau of Economic Research. One way 
NBER determines if there is a recession is by following business cycles. NBER 
economists give more weight to personal income, the national employment rate, 
sales in manufacturing and trade, and industrial production than the GDP. Often 
a recession is not officially labeled as such until long after it begins. Recessions 
are a natural economic reaction to periods of economic growth.  

Terms to know:
Business cycles: the courses of expansion and contraction in the economy
Financial quarter: three-month financial periods in the year
Gross domestic product (GDP): the value of all the reported goods and services 
produced by people and institutions operating in a country.
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NeiGhBorhooDS AT A GLANCe
residential    real estate

Current Listings Current Listings

GrACY wooDS -78758 PreSToN oAkS -78727

11700 Bittern hollow
4 Br./ 4.5 Ba.
Agent: Samantha Hale
Stonehaven Realty

$219,000
346-4681

4302 Tamarack
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Denver Dunlap 
Denver Dunlap Real Estate

$209,000
542-0000

1700 Pheasant roost
4 Br./ 2.5 Ba.
Agent: Lisa-Marie Contaldi
Intero Real Estate

$173,800
338-9992

4309 Columbine 
3 Br./ 2 Ba.
Agent: Ann Finch
Ann Finch Realtors 

$208,800
263-5185

1704 Gracy Farms Lane 

Address                 Zip Code Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent / Owner Phone

11723 drayton dr 78758 4/2.5 2,080 $229,900 Mike cusimano
Keller  Williams Realty 346-3550

9806 chukar 78758 4/2 1,593 $164,000 Barbara Hurst
Realtron 258-0909

11228 Barrington Way 78759 3/2 1,404 $199,900 Mary Battaglia
Coldwell Banker 258-6677

13511 caldwell 78750 4/2 1,570 $000,000 dan Smith
Re/Max Capital City 331-6644

13405 Lamplight Village 78727 3/2 2,173 $229,900 Jenny Walker
Realty Austin

241-1300

13114 Kellies Farm Ln 78727 3/2.5 2,197 $212,000 david owen
e-Executive Realty 472-3932

12700 Wittmer 78729 3/2.5 2,347 $229,900 Pamela turner
Real Estate Inc 301-1342

Realtors / Owners: Submit your properties free at realestate@impactnews.com

3Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Tammy Fariss
Tammy Fariss Realtors

$175,000
836-4437

12804 oak Bend Cove
3 Br./ 2 Ba.
Agent: Starr McAllister
McAllister and Associates

$209,000
472-2100

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Local residential Listings

A

B

C

D

e

F

Neighborhood Amenities

This quiet neighborhood is in an 
established area with high growth 
potential near upscale shopping 
developments and easy access to 
medical facilities.

• Easy access to hospitals, The Domain 
and the Arboretum
(No HOA, no pool and no park)

Schools
• Summitt Elementary School
• Murchison Middle School
• Anderson High School

Neighborhood Amenities

Built in the 70s, this is North Austin’s 
greenbelt community featuring 
walking paths along Walnut Creek 
and the Gracy Woods Park as well as 
proximity to shopping and the tech 
industry.

• Close to Austin Community College 
Campus
• Multiple Capital Metro bus stops in 
neighborhood

Schools
• River Oaks Elementary
• Westview Middle School
• Connally High School 

183

620

MoPac

183

360

McNeil

B
u

rn
et

 R
d

.

Parmer Ln.

La
m

ar
 B

lv
d

.

Spicew
ood 

Springs Rd.

W. Rundberg Ln.

Braker Ln.

2222

Wells 
Branch

Howard Ln.

N

Far West Blvd.

Anderson Mill R
d. 

Pond Springs Rd.

DuvalSpicewood Springs Rd. 

787297800 Portland 3/2 1,466 $179,000 Stan Smith
Coldwell Banker 258-6677
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6001 Raincreek 78750 4/3 2,996 $449,000 Brad Brown
Re/Max Austin Skyline 797-0626

11609 Gunsmoke cr 78750 3/2 1,801 $194,900 Alvin Bryant
Schulman Properties

 440-0558

1

2

3

4

5
6

7
8

9

10

A

B
C

D
e F

Log onto:

www.austin-home-prices.com
Sponsored by the Northwest Austin Team of

Want to Know Your
     Home’s Approximate

     Market Value?

Already have a bachelor’s degree 
and want to become a teacher?

In just two semesters you can earn 
elementary or secondary teacher certification.

Find out more at www.education.txstate.edu/ci or call ...
Under Degrees and Programs click on Certification Programs, then on Teacher Recruitment Program.

Application deadline 
for fall 2008 is March 1.

A member of the Texas State University System | Texas State University-San Marcos is an equal opportunity educational institution.

Classes take place at the Round Rock Higher Education Center and in Round Rock schools.
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Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

19/50
7/272

29/163
33/94

28/123
12/48
10/30
2/12

-

Price range Number of homes for sale / Average days on market
78750

3/26
20/104
24/83
40/82
29/40
19/55
11/44

-
-

-
9/30

46/88
25/36
1/33

-
-
-
-

-
20/34
33/40
44/56
29/40

1/2
2/488

-
-

78759 78729 78727

Monthly home sales

Jan. 2008

Jan. 2007

Dec. 2007

Nov. 2007

Oct. 2007

Sept. 2007

25

17

29

34

23

27

Month  
Sold

78750

$209,981

$270,953

$294,650

$320,324

$248,097

$273,877

Average Price

20

37

19

33

42

37

Sold
78759

$246,313

$239,692

$277,333

$262,548

$298,657

$273,986

Average Price

17

14

19

20

23

26

Sold
78729

$187,482

$175,013

$184,705

$185,495

$184,784

$187,258

Average Price

market    data
On the market

January 1 - January 31, 2008

9390 research Blvd.
Kaleido I & II

2505 Parmer Ln.
Starbucks

73,148 sq.ft.

900 sq.ft.

1,750 sq. ft.

51,203 sq. ft.

Agent: Cathy Nabours
CD Richard Ellis

Agent: Janice Landers
Strategic Commercial Real Estate

Agent: Derek Federinko
Coldwell Banker Commercial

Agent: Brian Conroy 
Conroy Select Properties LLC

$11,455,000

$159,995

$1,333,333

$8,683,000

499-4931

817-891-1372

360-823-5107

751-3052

A

C

B

D

Northwest Austin

Address                 Zip Code Lot/Bldg. Size Price Agent / Owner Phone

13740 Research Blvd. 78750 1,143 sq. ft. $125 per sq. ft. Bill Roland
Granite Properties of Texas 469-0925

3908 W. Braker Ln. 7,600 sq. ft $3,360,000 david Greenberg
Greeberg & Company

(715)778-0900

12500 Limerick Ave. 1,986 sq. ft. $365,000 Jack Peery
JBGoodwin Commercial 

502-7637

6610 Mcneil Rd. 1,500 sq. ft $825,000 Bill Gebhard
Capitol Area Realty

328-6684

Local Commercial Listings

commercial    real estate

Realtors / Owners: Submit your properties free at realestate@impactnews.com

20

27

17

29

22

29

Sold
78758

$133,846

$157,228

$140,180

$157,604

$151,575

$147,185

Average Price

Jan. 2008

Jan. 2007

Dec. 2007

Nov. 2007

Oct. 2007

Sept. 2007

Month  

17

21

23

19

35

34

Sold
78727

$194,625

$170,779

$218,576

$170,345

$189,924

$202,760

Average Price

Realtors / Owners: Post your properties free online - www.impactnews.com

78759

78727

78729

7875810711 Burnet Rd. 51,203 sq. ft. $8,683,000 Brian conroy
Conroy Select Properties, LLC

751-3052

1

2

3

4

5

7872778759

13726 research Blvd. #206
Cortez Plaza

78750

11/33
125/106

73/47
73/23
10/38

-
-
-
-

78758

1

2

3

4

A

C

B

Moving Texans From Here to There
Residential   •   Commercial   •   Storage

Call Today or get a Free Quote On Line.

North Austin 452-0399 
South Austin 288-0399

www.applemoving.com

10711 Burnet rd. 
Compass Bank

D5

Data provided by Nason Hengst (nasonh@remax.net)

-$60,972
78758

-$23,382
78750 78727 78729

+$23,846 +$12,469

Key Stats
78759

+$6,621

-4 +3+8 -17-7
Change in number of homes sold during last year

Change in average selling price during the last year

78758



FEBRUARY  200814 impAct nEws.com impAct nEws.com

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

cprmc_ci_nw_0108_press.pdf   1/3/2008   8:17:59 AM



FEBRUARY 2008 15impAct nEws.com

can withstand the rigors of 
the job. Training consists of 
fetching drills and associating 
a specific odor with the train-
ing. Eventually, the dog will go 
after the odor and not just the training toy. Caughlin has 
taught dogs to detect mold, termites and drugs. 

regional   report ABriDGeD STorieS FroM oUr reCeNT roUND roCk/PFLUGerviLLe 
AND CeDAr PArk/LeANDer PUBLiCATioNS

Pflugerville Charles Leake was 18 years old when 
his parents decided he needed to get rid of all his comic 
books. Knowing the collection was worth money, Leake 
traveled to army bases around Europe where he was 
raised, selling comics on weekends. 

Now, 20 years later, Leake and his wife Amira own 
Ninja Pirate, a comic book and game store located in 
Pflugerville. The Leakes to the Austin area in April 2006. 
They chose Central Texas primarily for the housing mar-
ket, but they also liked the “Keep Austin Weird” slogan 
and culture of supporting the arts and local businesses.

The Leakes stumbled upon the storefront office space 
for lease in Pflugerville by accident.

They were looking for commercial  property for lease 
near a neighborhood so Ninja Pirate could not only be a 
store, but also a meeting place for teenagers living nearby.

“We’re trying to give teens a place to go in Pflugerville 
because there really isn’t one,” Amira said. “We also want 
to create new gamers because if you don’t create new ones, 
the hobby will die.”

The Leakes established their business in January 2007, 
working out of their home. 
They opened the doors to 
Ninja Pirate in April and 
held a grand opening May 
5 on Free Comic Book Day.

       

Historic property sited 
for growth 

What could be 
 When higher education insititutions began to express interest in the property around FM 1460 
and University Boulevard, the Avery family prepared this plan for what the future could hold for 
their property. 

Round Rock  Described by Mayor Nyle 
Maxwell as the last raw frontier of Round 
Rock, the open farmland at FM 1460 and 
University Boulevard often intrigues devel-
opers.

John Avery, who owns the property 
of more than 1,000 acres with his broth-
ers Charles and Nelson and sister Chris-
tina Fell, said buyers regularly come to 
his downtown law office wanting to invest 
in the land, which is already home to the 
Round Rock Higher Education Center and 
Seton Medical Center Williamson. 

His family, which traces back to some of 
the community’s first settlers, does not plan 
to sell too quickly. They are not developers. 
They can just claim farmland and a rich 
heritage, John said. 

“We have a gift that is from five gen-
erations of pioneers who worked, so we 
thought, ‘What would be a memorial to 
their efforts?’” he said.

His answer: A mecca of education and 
medical resources.

If anyone wants to build on the Avery 
land, they must prove their project would 
fit this niche, John said.
Dream for the farm

In the end, he would like to see an au-
thentic town center development. Students 
and doctors would come to study or prac-
tice in the area and then complementary 
residential and commercial growth would 
fill those needs. 

That is why the Averys offered to donate 
nine acres to Austin Community College 
and 15 acres to Texas A&M University. They 

previously gave 101 acres for the RRHEC, 
which is a Texas State University-San Mar-
cos campus that has plans to expand.

“We are glad to do it, if you will build 
bigger, better, faster,” Charles Avery said.

 In May, Round Rock voters will decide 
whether to join ACC’s taxing district. The 
two-year college system wants to build its 
largest campus on University Boulevard, 
which would serve around 10,000 stu-
dents.  

 “If [the proposition] passes, then the 
campus will break ground the next day,” 
Charles said.

Another project began to form after the 
Texas Legislature dedicated $9 million in 
2007 to Texas A&M to support a Round 
Rock medical program. Now the school 
plans to bring around 16 medical students 
in the third year of studies this June who 
will work within the Scott & White, Seton, 
St. David’s HealthCare and Lone Star Circle 
of Care systems. 

The administration staff has leased space 
in Old Town Square on IH 35 near Hwy. 
79 where it will stay for the next two years. 
For a permanent campus, the Texas A&M 
System Board of Regents decided Jan. 25 
to accept the offer, as well as purchase an 
additional 10 acres at a reduced price for 
$1,306,800. The fair market value for the 
total property is estimated to be more than 
$8 million. 

A portion of the former Missouri-Kansas 
railroad right-of-way cuts through the fam-
ily land. It is a corridor that may be a part 
of the proposed Austin-San Antonio Com-
muter Rail, which would run from George-
town to San Antonio. John said he supports 
the concept with limitations — he wants a 
station on the Avery farm. 

ninja pirate
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canine academy training center  
Leander The Canine Academy Training Center is get-
ting homeless dogs off the street and on their feet with ad-
vanced training and three square meals a day.

“Most of the dogs we take out would probably be 
euthanized in a shelter,” said Canine Academy owner Lisa 
Caughlin. 

She estimates 95 percent of the dogs she trains come 
from shelters. As often as she can, Caughlin will visit each 
Austin-area shelter in search of canines that have a special 
quality.

“We look more for drive than we do for a particular 
breed of dog. We want them to be obsessed with fetching,” 
she said. “They don’t make really good pets because they 
want to be doing something all the time. They’re not bad 
dogs; they’re just high energy.”

When dogs first arrive at Canine Academy, their hips 
and elbows are tested for dysplasia to make sure the joints 

FM 1431

Whitestone Blvd.

Canine Academy
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Round Rock In 1909, the Colored School District 
Trustees of Round Rock purchased land from Mitchell 
and Belle Mays to build a school. 

When the Round Rock Common School District 
voted to incorporate in May 1913, the black school fell 
under the jurisdiction of the newly created district. The 
school was held in temporary quarters until 1922, when 
the two-room school opened southwest of downtown. 

Originally the school term was five months, but when 
the new building opened the term was extended to six 
months. In 1928 a seven-month term was established 

and remained that for many years. 
After the eighth grade, Pflugerville students who 

wished to continue their education either went into Aus-
tin to L.C. Anderson or took a bus to Hopewell in Round 
Rock. By the time the schools integrated in 1966, there 
were eight teachers, and home economics, business and 
band were offered as electives. 

Historic black school in round 
rock school district
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The Avery family has donated 15 
acres at this site and offered to sell 
additional property to Texas A&M 
Univeristy for a me dical campus.  The 
Texas A&M System Board of Regents 
accepted the offer Jan. 25.

Austin Community College plans to 
build its biggest campus to serve around 
10,000 students at this site if Round 
Rock voters  approve the city joining 
the ACC taxing district. The election is 
May 10. For the story about the ACC 
petition, read our June archives at www.
impactnews.com.

TexAS STATe
UNiverSiTY

Future
Town

Center

SeToN
MeDiCAL
CeNTer

Round Rock Higher Education 
Center, opened 2005

ProPoSeD

CoMMUTer

rAiL STATioN

Seton Medical Center 
Williamson opens this 
month as the largest 
hospital in the county. 

Tour the center at  
www.impactnews.com.

If funding becomes available, the Austin-
San Antonio Commuter Rail might run 
along the abandoned Missouri-Kansas 
rail corridor from Georgetown to San 
Antonio by 2012. If that happens, the 
Avery family would like a rail station in 
the community.

For the story about commuter rail, see 
our January archives at www.impact-
news.com. 

main entrance
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and it was already huge.”
Maxwell recently observed some of these fac-

tors handicapping Austin healthcare when he 
began visiting St.David’s hospitals trying to fig-
ure out where the problems lie. One of the first 
things he noticed was emergency rooms filled 
with patients, and many of those patients were 
seeking treatment considered primary care.

“I asked ‘why don’t these people go to one of 
the many safety net clinics in the region?’ and 
I was told the safety net clinics are beyond ca-
pacity, and at least going to the emergency room 
you only have to wait a matter of hours, not a 
matter of weeks,” Maxwell said.

Of those Texans who are uninsured, of work-
ing age and able to work, only about 8.3 percent 
are unemployed, according to the Texas Health 
Care Primer. Like Cogburn, many of them work 
for small businesses that cannot afford to provide 
insurance to employees or do not work enough 
hours to be eligible. Two years ago a non-profit 
organization comprised of Central Texas coun-
ties, The Indigent Care Collaboration, The Trav-
is County Healthcare District and the Seton and 
St.David’s systems formed with a goal of helping 
small businesses provide insurance to employ-
ees. This non-profit, The Central Texas Regional 
Health Coverage Project, received a major boost 
in the last legislative session when Former Aus-
tin Mayor and current State Representative Kirk 
Watson authored a bill allowing counties to join 
together to form what Watson calls a “three-
share” funding program.

“The goal is to bring affordable health cov-
erage to 10,000 small businesses (in Texas) in 
the coming years,” Watson said. “The idea is 
to lump (the businesses) together so they have 
the bargaining power of a large corporation. In 
the last legislative session, Rep. Naishtat and I 
worked on legislation for a three-share program 
that would allow employers to put up a third (of 
the cost), employees a third and the rest would 
come from grants or matches or things of that 
nature.”

One of the places the state found funding 
for this three-share program was through the 
recently introduced $5 per person tax at strip 
clubs.

In the mean time, still without insurance, 
Cogburn is grappling with his medical bills and 
looking at how he can avoid this situation in 
the future. He is looking at insurance policies 
through his bank and is talking with financial 
counselors in the St.David’s system trying to fig-
ure out how much of his bill he will pay and how 
much the hospital will lump into their annual 
amount of “charity care.”

continued FRoM |1
Insurance

Austin women’s hospital
601 E. 15th St.
322-2100

This hospital, located within Brackenridge, was created by the Austin 
City Council in 2002 and offers obstetrics, maternity and family 
planning services. The hospital is run by the University of Texas 
Medical Branch.
who is eligible: Patients must be registered with one of Austin’s 
Community Health Centers.

volunteer healthcare Clinic
4215 Medical Parkway
459-6002
www.volclinic.org
jhopkins@volclinic.org

This clinic is privately run and offers non-emergency treatment. The 
clinic does not offer primary healthcare, immunization or physicals. 
Rather than scheduling appointments, the clinic runs on a first-come-
first-serve basis, asking patients to line up at 5:30 p.m. on Tuedays and 
Thursdays. Thirty five adults and 15 children will be given a waiting 
number and will be seen by the doctors for a $5 donation. Patients are 
asked to bring a photo ID and a pay stub or tax form to prove income.
who is eligible: Very low income patients with no insurance, 
Medicaid, Medicare or medical assistance program. 

Seton Topfer Community health Center
8913 Collinfield Road
324-6850
www.seton.net/locations/topfer

Seton opened this general health clinic in 2000 to specifically target 
the underinsured and uninsured in north Austin. All fees for medical 
and counseling services are based on a sliding scale of family size and 
income.
who is eligible: All patients.

Planned Parenthood North Austin Clinic
9041 Research Blvd., Ste. 250
www.plannedparenthood.org/ppaustin
331-1288

The north Austin location of Planned Parenthood offers a range of 
women’s health services from breast exams to treatment of infections. 
The clinic charges on a sliding scale based on income and accepts 
Medicaid.
who is eligible: All patients. Walk-ins are allowed for some testing 
and prescription refills, but the clinic requires appointments for many 
of its services.

Lone Star Circle of Care
round rock health Clinic
2120 North Mays, Ste. 430
Round Rock
255-5120

round rock Community Clinic
1099 East Main St., Ste. 200
Round Rock
342-0500

Lone Star Circle of Care oB/GYN
2300 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 106
Round Rock
828-3300

Although Lone Star Circle of Care’s clinics are based in Granger, 
Georgetown and Round Rock, it opens its doors to patients from all 
over Central Texas. The clinic offers primary care for both adults and 
children, women’s health, maintenance of chronic illness, discounted 
medication and dental care.

People’s Community Clinic
2909 N. IH 35
478-4939
peoples@austinpcc.org
www.pcclinic.org

This non-profit clinic, founded in 1970, partners with local medical 
education institutions, hospitals and even school districts to offer 
primary healthcare at a reasonable cost. In 2007, the clinic won “Best 
Public Healthcare” in The Austin Chronicle’s reader’s poll.
who is eligible: Currently, the clinic is only accepting new patients 
ages 11-19.

Austin Community health Centers
www.cityofaustin.org/communitycare

Ak Black Community health Center
928 Blackson Road
972-4170

Pflugerville, North rural Community health Center
15822 Foothill Farms Loop
251-6094

Austin offers 19 of these clinics around the city and surrounding areas 
featuring primary care, dental and behavioral health services.
who is eligible: People at 200 percent of the federal poverty level. 
Everyone must be screened before receiving services. The clinic accepts 
Medicaid, Medicare and medical assistance programs, but if there is no 
other payment help, patient fees will be based on a sliding scale.

North Austin Medical Center
12221 N. MoPac
901-1000
stdavids.com/sdnamc.aspx
Financial counselors at the hospital will evaluate eligibility for local, 
state, county and national benefits. The hospital also offers a Charity 
Discount Policy that gives free hospital care on non-elective procedures 
to those who do not receive Medicaid and whose income is less than 
200 percent of the federal poverty level. There is also an Uninsured 
Discount Policy for patients who don’t meet charity requirements. 
These patients can receive a managed care-like discount.

Seton Northwest hospital
11113 Research Blvd.
324-6000
www.seton.net/locations/northwest
Financial counselors can help patients find their eligibility for assistance 
programs or agencies or for internal assistance from the Seton system. 
The hospital has a service for the uninsured called the Initial Payment 
Program which helps patients determine any possible source of funds. 
For more information on these resources, prospective patients can 
speak with a hospital financial counselor at 324-6006.

CliNiCs for low iNCome iNDiViDuAls

hospitAls

loCAl resourCes for the uNiNsureD or uNDeriNsureD

8127 Mesa Dr. 
Ste. B-201
AUSTIN, TX 78759
(512) 241-1771

NO REGISTRATION FEE  when you bring in 
this ad and sign up for 12 months.

($149 value)     This location only.     Exp. 3/28/08

Join us for our Grand Re-Opening. 
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Court of Criminal Appeals 
Judge, place 4

J.R. Molina 
(817) 624-4700

Robert Francis 
 www.judgerobertfrancis
com/experience.html

Paul Womack (incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/court/
justice_pwomack.asp

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, 
place 9

Cathy Cochran 
 (incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/
court/justice_ccochran.asp

2008

Mark Silverstone 
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
courts/425th/index.html

U.S. representative District 31 State representative District 20 State representative District 52

26th District 
Court Judge

Billy Ray Stubblefield 
 (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
courts/26th/index.html

395th District 
Court Judge

Mike Jergins
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
courts/395th/index.html

425th District 
Court Judge

Jaime M. Lynn
www.vote4lynn.com
826-8313

Jana Duty
(incumbent) 
www.janaduty.com
943-1111

John Bradley
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
attorney/dA_tAB
943-1234

James R. Wilson
(incumbent) 
www.williamson-county.
org/Sheriff

democratRepublican

Primary 2008

Williamson County Primary
U.S. representative District 31 State representative, District 20 State representative, District 52

26th District 
Court Judge

395th District 
Court Judge

425th District 
Court Judge

democratRepublican

County Attorney District Attorney County SheriffCounty Attorney District Attorney County Sheriff

Tax Assessor-
Collector

Deborah Hunt 
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/tax

Precinct 1 County Commissioner

Mike Grimes 
255-5888

Lisa Birkman
(incumbent) 
www.lisabirkman.com
733-5380

Steve Laukhuf
www.laukhuf4wilco.com
431-9436

Tax Assessor-
Collector Precinct 1 County Commissioner

Precinct 3 County Commissioner Precinct 1 ConstablePrecinct 3 County Commissioner Precinct 1 Constable

Primary

Diana Maldonado 
www.dianamaldonado.
com
573-3630

Vivian Sullivan 
www.vivsullivan.org

John Gordon 
www.johngordon52.
com
789-5073

Bryan Daniel 
www.bryandaniel.org
863-3663

Dee Hobbs 
www.deehobbs.com
383-5808

Brian Ruiz 
www.ruizforcongress.
com

Leonard Surratt 
www.leonardsurratt.com
869-4589

Jim Dillon Dan Gattis 
(incumbent) 
www.dangattis.org
868-5400

Gregory Windham
864-7282

Valerie Covey 
(incumbent) 
www.valeriecovey.com
868-6741

Gary Griffin 
(incumbent) 
www.williamson-
county.org/
constables
248-3239

Robert Chody 
www.robertchody.com
497-0771

Precinct 2 Constable
Dale Vannoy 
(incumbent) 
www.dalevannoy.com
260-4270

Precinct 3 Constable

Bobby Gutierrez (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/constables
943-1434

Precinct 4 Constable

Marty Ruble  (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/constables
238-2181

Precinct 2 Constable Precinct 3 Constable Precinct 4 Constable

For more information on Williamson County elections, visit www.wilco.org. Travis County elections, www.co.travis.tx.us.

John Carter 
(incumbent) 
carter.house.gov
246-1600

Railroad Commissioner

Art Hall 
www.arthallfortexas.com 
(210) 479-9018

Dale Henry
www.electdalehenry.com

Mark Thompson 
www.markfortexas.com

Michael Williams  
(incumbent) 
www.williamsfortexas.com
 482-0682

Supreme Court Chief Justice

Jim Jordan 
www.dallascourts.com

Wallace Jefferson 
(incumbent) 
wallacejefferson.com

Supreme Court Justice, place 7

Baltasar Cruz
cruzforjudge.blogspot.com

Sam Houston 
www.samhoustonforjustice.com 
(713) 520-1464

Dale Wainwright 
(incumbent) www.supreme.
courts.state.tx.us/court/justice_
dwainwright.asp

Supreme Court Justice, place 8

Susan Criss
www.judgecriss.com 
(409) 771-4069

Linda Reyna Yanez
www.lindayanez.com

Phil Johnson 
www.justicephiljohnson.com 
391-1600

 

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, 
place 3

Susan Strawn

Tom Price 
(incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us

 Third Court of Appeals Chief 
Justice, place 1

Woodie Jones
www.woodiejones.
com 482-9302

Ken Law  
(incumbent) 
www.3rdcoa.courts.
state.tx.us

Presidential candidates (as of press time)

Barack Obama
www.barackobama.com 
(866) 675-2008

Hillary Clinton 
www.hillaryclinton.com 
(703) 469-2008

Mike Huckabee
www.mikehuckabee.com 
(501) 324-2008

Alan Keyes 
 www.alankeyes.com 
(800) 727-6142

John McCain 
www.johnmccain.com 
(703) 418-2008

Ron Paul 
www.ronpaul2008.com 
(703) 248-9115

Hoa Tran
www.drhoatranchine
nutritionalmedicine.com

John Edwards
www.johnedwards.com 
(919) 636-3131

Joe Biden 
www.joebiden.com 
(302) 574-2008

Christopher Dodd
www.chrisdodd.com
(202) 737- 3633

Mitt Romney 
www.mittromney.com 
(857) 288-6400

Rudy Giuliani 
www.joinrudy2008.com 
(212) 835-9449

Duncan Hunter
www.gohunter08.com 
(619) 463-3896

Hugh Cort 
www.hughcort2008.com 
(888) 386-8176

U.S. Senator

Rhett Smith
www.rhettsmithforussenate.com

U.S. representative, District 21

Lamar Smith

Candidates on the ballot but no 
longer in the race

Gene KellyLarry Kilgore
 www.larrykilgore.com 
(817) 522-3951

Ray McMurrey
www.mcmurreyforussenate.com
(361) 442-9046

Richard Noriega
www.ricknoriega.com 
(713) 921-7425

John Cornyn (incumbent) 
www.johncornyn.com 
494-8535

United States
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Absentee ballots  Used when a voter is traveling, at work 
or physically unable to vote at the place where he or she is 
registered. The ballot must be marked and mailed before 
election day.

Delegate  Person sent to represent his or her area at a 
nominating convention. To learn how to become a delegate, 
visit www.txdemocrats.org or www.texasgop.org.

Democratic Party  One of the two major political parties 
in the United States. It emerged in the late 1820s from a 
split in the Democratic-Republican Party, which had, in 
turn, developed from the Republican Party led by Thomas 
Jefferson. Today, this party is generally characterized as the 
more liberal of the two major parties and as being more 
favorably disposed toward the working class and the poor, 
with a greater tendency to favor government expenditures 
for social welfare programs. In the last decade, however, the 
party has moved toward the center of the political spectrum.

electoral College  Group of representatives that formally 
elects the President and Vice President of the United States. Source: PBS online elections glossary and www.dictionary.com

election glossary

Travis County

Supreme Court Chief Justice
Wallace B. Jefferson 
(incumbent)
www.wallacejefferson.com
477-6465

Supreme Court Justice
Dale Wainwright  
(incumbent)
www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/
court/justice_dwainwright.asp
463-1332

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, Place 3
Tom Price 
(incumbent)
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/
court/justice_tprice.asp
463-1556

Susan Strawn 
susanstrawn@gmail.com
(713) 253-9112

District Judge, 53rd Judicial District
Scott Jenkins  
(incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_courts/civil_courts
854-9308

98th Judicial District
Robert D. Ettinger
478-4754

Andy Hathcock
www.judgeandyhathcock.com

Rhonda Hurley 
www.judgerhondahurley.com
926-0165

126th Judicial District
Darlene Byrne (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_
courts/civil_courts
854-9313

167th Judicial District
Mike Lynch (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_
courts/criminal_courts
854-9310

200th Judicial District
Gisela D. Triana (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_
courts/civil_courts
854-9306

345th Judicial District
Stephen Yelenosky (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_courts/
civil_courts
854-9374

353rd Judicial District
Madeleine Connor 
475-4080

Scott Ozmun
www.ozmunforjudge.com
476-4346

390th Judicial District
Julie Harris Kocurek (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_courts/criminal_courts
854-4885

427th Judicial District
Jim Coronado 
www.judgejimcoronado.com
474-4738

Karyl Anderson Krug  
www.texasappealsrits.com
474-5544

427th Judicial District (continued)
Melissa Goodwin (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/district_courts/criminal_
courts
854-9244

County Court at Law Judge No. 8
Carlos H. Barrera 
www.carloshbarrera.com
417-4143

John Lipscombe
www.johnforjudge.com
(281) 687-2441

Early voTing anywhErE
Voters can vote at any early 
polling location. For travis 
county polling locations, visit 
www.co.travis.tx.us.
For Williamson county 
polling locations, visit www.
williamson-county.org/
elections

voTEr rEgisTraTion
Voters must be registered 30 
days before an election. to 
register in travis county, visit 
www.traviscountytax.org or 
call 854-9473. 
to register in Williamson 
county, visit www.williamson-
county.org or call 943-1630.

Qu
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Michael T. McCaul 
(incumbent)
www.house.gov/mccaul
473-2357

Mark Strama 
www.markstrama.com
491-0333

Rosemary Lehmberg 
www.rosemarylehmberg.com
854-9663

County Attorney
David Escamilla (incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/county_
attorney
474-4738

Larry Joe Doherty 
www.larryjoe.com
(877) LJd-2008

Dan Grant
www.dangrantforcongress.
com
535-4863

Gary Cobb 
www.garycobb4da.com
637-7260

Jerry J. Mikus, Jr. 
www.jerrymikus.com (coming soon)
990-8740

Mindy Montford 
www.montfordforda.com
370-1800

Rick Reed 
www.electrickreed.com
(800) 277-3014

Dawnna Dukes
www.dawnnadukescampaign.com
494-0050

Brian T. Thompson
www.electbrianthompson.com

Primary election – March 4
voter registration ended Feb. 4
Early in-person voting: Feb. 19 – 29
Vote by mail: Jan. 4 – Feb. 26

Primary election
dates and deadlines

Primary runoff election – April 8 
voter registration deadline: March 10
Early in-person voting: March 31 – April 4
Vote by mail: Feb. 8 – April 1

runoff election
dates and deadlines

U.S. representative, District 10 State representative, District 50

Pamela Waggoner Donna Howard 
www.votedonna.com

Joe Donnally
www.
donnallyforuscongress.com

State representative, District 48

State representative, District 46

Jim Hasik
www.jimhasik2008.org

State representative, District 49

Elliot Naishtat
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist49/naishtat.htm

Bob Vann
www.constable2.com

District Attorney County SheriffTravis County Constable, Precinct 2

Paul Labuda
www.paullabuda.com
228-0113

Adan Ballesteros 
www.adanballesteros.com
913-5236

Carl Joiner

Travis County Sheriff

Greg Hamilton (incumbent)
www.tcsheriff.org
www.co.travis.tx.us/sheriff
854-9770

Raymond Frank

County Tax Assessor-Collector

Nelda Wells Spears 
(incumbent)
www.co.travis.tx.us/tax_assessor
www.traviscountytax.org
854-9473

Glen Maxey 
www.glenmaxey.com
656-6337

Don Zimmerman
don@donzimmerman.org
577-8842

District Attorney of Travis County

Q. Can I vote in both the Republican and 
Democratic primaries?
A. no. in texas, voters can participate in the primary 
election by voting democrat or Republican but cannot 
vote in both. independent candidates are not included 
on the texas primary ballot. once a voter participates in 
the primary election, he or she is designated a member 
of the party for which he or she voted for the next two 
years and is ineligible to participate in the opposing 
parties’ primary elections.

Q: Will I vote at the same polling location for the 
March primary and the November election?
A. not necessarily. the number of voters is typically 
lower for the primary election so the elections office 
consolidates precincts to vote at fewer polling locations.

Q: Who is eligible for a mail-in ballot? 
A: You may request a ballot by mail if you will be out of 
the county on election day and during early voting, if you 
are sick or disabled, or if you are 65 years old or older on 
election day.

The number of electors from each state is equal to the sum of the 
state’s Senators and Representatives in the U.S. Congress. Today, 
the U.S. Electoral College has 538 representatives.

GoP  Acronym for Grand Old Party, a nostalgic nickname for the 
Republican Party. 

incumbent  Person currently in office. Typically, incumbents 
running for re-election have a greater chance of winning.

independent  Not affiliated with the Republican or Democratic 
Party.

republican Party  One of two major political parties in the 
United States. Formed out of the antislavery movement, the first 
Republican presidential candidate, John Charles Fremont, ran 
and lost the 1856 election. With a broader range of issues and a 
moderate position on slavery, Republican candidate Abraham 
Lincoln defeated candidates of a divided Democratic Party in 
1860. In recent times, the Republican Party has generally been 
characterized as the more conservative party and one more 
favorable toward the interests of business and the wealthy. 
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historical    impact

The term pioneer is often used to describe those first 
families who came to Texas and settled the wilderness 
and carved out a new society. But another kind of pioneer 
family could be found blazing new social, economic, and 
political trails in Northwest Travis County back in the 
1860s and 1870s. They were the Hancocks, led by Rubin 
and Elizabeth, and their pioneer adventure is rivaled by 
few Texans. 

The Hancock family overcame uncertainties and obsta-
cles following the end of slavery in 1865 and were among 
the first freed slaves to own their land in Travis County. 
With the assistance of former owner Judge John Hancock, 
the pioneer couple established their farm just west of the 
present day intersection of Parmer Lane and MoPac. With 
hard labor and practical optimism, the Hancocks made 
a success of their farming venture and passed on to their 
descendants economic security and hope for the future  –  
the definition of the American dream.  

Little is known about the Hancocks before freedom in 
1865. Records show that Rubin was born in Alabama and 
that Elizabeth was born in Tennessee during the 1840s. 
How they met and when they married is lost to history. 
They raised five children and were instrumental in the 
formation of a church in the area. Evidence indicates 
that Rubin and his three brothers probably worked as 
sharecroppers for Judge Hancock until 1881. That was the 
year Rubin Hancock became a landowner, and numer-
ous records appear to substantiate his success. Rubin paid 
his Travis County taxes every year, was registered on the 
voter rolls as early as 1867, and bought other tracts of land 
to expand his family holdings. The Hancocks began with 
a ten-acre house site. By the time of his death, Rubin Han-
cock owned two other tracts of 36 acres each. Descen-
dants of the Hancock family owned land and remained 

True Texas pioneers: The hancock family
in the area until the 1940s, when most sold their holdings 
and moved into the Austin city limits.

Rubin Hancock’s three brothers also became landown-
ers in the area. Orange, Peyton and Salem Hancock joined 
their brother in this farming settlement of northern Travis 
County. Most African-American farmers at the time in 
the Austin area were located in eastern Travis County 
near Webberville Road or Hornsby Bend. The success of 
the Hancocks brought other African-Americans to the 
area that became known as the Waters Park community. 
Traces of the community can be found today just west 
of MoPac and south of Parmer Lane stretching along 
Adelphi near the Balcones Baseball Complex. The church 
at the center of this community, St. Stephens Missionary 
Baptist Church, is today located on Amherst just a couple 
of miles west of the original Hancock farm.

Depression-era oral histories provided insight into the 
daily lives and character of these Texas pioneers, Ru-
bin and Elizabeth. Their granddaughter, Mable Walker 
Newton, gave another account of the family in a later 
interview and described the small but comfortable home 
of her grandparents. She remembered their fenced garden 
and the chickens that tried to break in for vegetable treats. 
Newton recalled the family gatherings in front of the 
family fireplace and their devotion to their Christian faith. 
She reminisced of good times despite the legal discrimi-
nation and social barriers facing African-Americans in 
Texas a century ago.

Information on Rubin and Elizabeth Hancock was 
compiled in the book, After Slavery: The Rubin Hancock 
Homestead, 1880-1916 by Marie E. Blake and Teri Myers 
after field discoveries of the farm were made by the Texas 
Department of Transportation in 1987.  

by larry willoughby

From Top:
A state historical marker talks 
about Waters Park’s “multi-
ethnic“ community.
A cemetery along Ohlen Road 
where the Hancocks are buried.
A photo of Rubin and Elizabeth 
Hancock in the book After 
Slavery.
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LAMAr BLvD.
community     corridor Sponsored by Austin Telco AUSTIN TELCO

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

With over 760 students, Brentwood 
Christian School is one of the largest 
private schools in Austin offering a 
complete K-12 education experience.
For more information, visit
www.brentwoodchristian.org

Thien hau Temple For more 
information on this Taoist Temple, see 
page 9.

1

Parmer Ln.

Lamar Blvd. from Braker to Parmer Lane 
is a popular area that has experienced 
exponential retail and high tech growth 
in recent years and includes an interesting 
mix of new land development, recreational 
facilities and business. 

Development

Braker Ln.

N. Lam
ar Blvd.

Park Central is situated near IH 35 
and Parmer Lane at 12345 N. Lamar. 
Set in a Master Planned Development, 
this 228,000 sq. ft. project will 
accommodate a wide spectrum of office 
users including Fortune 500 companies, 
high-tech firms, government agencies, 
professional companies and non-profit 
organizations. For more information, 
www.parkcentralaustin.com. 

5

Parks & Recreation
walnut Creek Metropolitan Park sits 
on a scenic greenbelt and
features hike and bike trails with 
a creek running through. Walnut 
Creek is home to the Havins Softball 
Complex that includes three large fields 
complete with lights and bleachers. 
Other features include basketball and 
volleyball courts and a pool that’s open 
during the summer months. For a slide-
show visit www.impactnews.com.

Commercial

4 A corner lot is for sale at 11421 N. 
Lamar. This retail building with 
warehousing capabilities sits on 1.01 
acres just north of Braker and N. Lamar. 
The +/- 16,000 sq. ft. property is for sale 
“as is” at $1,250,000 through CB Ellis.
For more information, www.cbre.com. 

4

Other
2

2

6

3

1

5

Walnut Creek Park was once the site of 
the Coxville Zoo from 1939 to 1969. 
The zoo started with a pet monkey at 
a gas station owned by Alvin Cox. Over 
time, other exotic pets were acquired 
and the 55 acres evolved into the 
Coxville Zoo and included such animals 
as alligators, bears and lions.

History

6

3



FEBRUARY  200822 impAct nEws.com impAct nEws.com

Event Guide
Awards

Award king
2540 Brockton Drive, Ste. 107
835-4711
www.awardking.com

Bakeries
All in one Bake Shop
8566 Research Blvd.
371-3401
www.allinonebakeshop.com

Ann’s kitchen
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 
112
335-4545
www.annskitchen.com

Austin Cake Lady
258-3099
www. austincakelady.com

Cakes, Chocolates & More 
9414 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 300
335-0500
www. cakeschocolatesandmore.com

Dream Bakery
9422 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. B
219-1235
www. mydreambakery.com

Haute Cakes Couture Desserts 
293-3701 
www.couturedesserts.com  
By appointment only

MadCakes
3808 Spicewood Springs Road
795-9285
www. madcakes.com

Catering
A Joious occasion
219-5046

Angelfood Catering & Personal 
Chef Services
335-5520
www. angelfoodpersonalchef.com

Courtney’s Catering
(512) 258-5144
www.courtneyscatering.com

Dagar’s of Austin Caterers, inc.
834 Kramer Lane
719-5524
www. dagarscatering.com

Dine by Design Catering
7113 Burnet Road, Ste. 115
323-9002
www. dinebydesigncatering.com

Fabulous Affairs Catering
832-5252

in Good Taste Catering & Design
835-8729
www. ingoodtaste-catering.com

Little Big City Catering 
8863 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 101
918-3663
www. littlebigcitycatering.com

Party Target Professional 
Catering
12001 Burnet Road, Ste. J
462-2433
www. partytarget.com

Unreal Catering
12591 Research Boulevard, Ste. 103
336-8472

DJs
Austin Pros/Jookbox Wedding 
Productions
442-6653
www.austinweddingjookbox.com

Barnstormers Music
1514 Brentwood
459-4012
www.barnstormersmusic.com

Boomer’s Mobile DJ Service
11812 Alpheus Ave.
302-3588

Capital Disc Jockeys
1216 Amistad Drive
799-5767

Complete Music Disc Jockey 
Service
10109 McKalla Place
458-3535
www.cmusic.com

excitement Tonite karaoke
12205 Wallingstone Lane
335-7030
www.etkaraoke.com

Music4life
12329 Emery Oaks Road
973-8686
www. music4lifedjs.com

Music Machine
www.mobilemusicmachine.com
dj@mobilemusicmachine.com

Tunes Across Texas
501 Heron Drive
266-9966
www.tunesacrosstexas.com

entertainment
Caricatures by kevin & Friends
335-4224
www. fungraphix.com

event Planners
My Party Palace 
8108 Mesa Drive, Ste.  A 102-B
342-8661

Flowers
Always & Forever Florist inc.
13033 Pond Springs Rd., Ste. 106
302-9969
www. alwaysforeverflorist.com

Bouquets
13203 Marrero Dr.
257-2395
www.bouquetsofaustin.com 

Facet Flower Shop
10700 Anderson Mill Road
219-6842 

Flowers Flowers, inc.
13492 N. US 183, Ste. 400
800-837-1645
www.flowersflowersinc.com

Freytag’s Florist
11150 Research Blvd.
346-3960

While we strive to include all local businesses, this guide was compiled based on available information and may not be 
comprehensive.  If you have any questions or information, contact tyoung@impactnews.com.

Cakes, Chocolates & More

Always & Forever Florist Inc

w w w . l i s a b i r k m a n . c o m
Paid political ad by Lisa Birkman Campaign, P.O. Box 1831, Round Rock, TX 78680

Endorsed by Wilco Sheriff’s Association

Vote Early February 19-29 or 
 on Election Day March 4th

Caring for Women’s Health
Offering excellence with Harvard-training  
and personalized care

Christina Sebestyen, M.D.
Obstetrician/Gynecologist  
 
12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 220
Austin, TX 78758
Next to North Austin Medical Center
512-425-3825 
www.DrChristinaSebestyen.yourMD.com
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“Combining excellent academics 
with morals and values 

for over 50 years”

2114 St. Joseph Blvd.
Austin, Texas  78757

Just south of Anderson Lane 
off of Burnet Road.

(512) 454-0384 ext. 242
www.st-louis.org

• Pre-K through 8th grade quality education

• Open to all regardless of religion, race, or ethnicity

• Fully accredited by the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools and the Texas Catholic 

 Conference Education Department

• After-school care available on campus 

• School league sports begin in 5th grade

• Child Counselor and RN Nurse on staff

• New state-of-the-art playground and science lab

• Easy access from Mo Pac and Hwy 183

Event Guide
entertainment

Caricatures by kevin & Friends
335-4224
www. fungraphix.com

event Planners
My Party Palace 
8108 Mesa Drive, Ste.  A 102-B
342-8661

Flowers
Always & Forever Florist inc.
13033 Pond Springs Rd., Ste. 106
302-9969
www. alwaysforeverflorist.com

Bouquets
13203 Marrero Dr.
257-2395
www.bouquetsofaustin.com 

Facet Flower Shop
10700 Anderson Mill Road
219-6842 

Flowers Flowers, inc.
13492 N. US 183, Ste. 400
800-837-1645
www.flowersflowersinc.com

Freytag’s Florist
11150 Research Blvd.
346-3960

JJ Blossom Florist & Gifts
12854 Research Blvd.
918-1010

Lakeline Florist & Gifts inc
12218 RM 620, Ste. 102
219-6020

Vella events
10603 Metric Blvd.
418-8385
www.vellaevents.com

Wolff’s Floral Designs
2521 Rutland Dr., Ste. 300
836-8773
www. wolfffloral.net

invitations / Paper 
products

inviting Affairs
331-2133
www. invitingaffairs.com

Quik Print of Austin, inc.
8311 Shoal Creek Blvd.
467-9382
12636 Research Blvd., Ste. B-105
331-9968
www.qpaustin.com

Party Supplies & 
Rentals

Austin Moonwalks
585-5867
www. austinmoonwalks.com

Fiesta Margarita
964-7482
www. fiestamargarita.com

Party Pig
11150 Research Blvd., Ste. 100-B
343-8181
www. partycity.com

Partymachines 
377-2789
www. partymachines.com

Play Time
834-0524
www. playtimeaustin.com

Texas Poker Supply
836-8365
www. txpokersupply.com

Photographers
Alisa Marrow Photography
251-2727
www. alisamarrowphoto.com

Amy Walden Photography
517-1055
www.amywaldenphoto.com

Bear Gordon Photography
835-4053
www. beargordon.com

Black/Gold Photography
250-8895

Dustin Meyer Photography
918-9835
www. dustinmeyer.com

Glaze Studio
219-1433
www. glaze.net

Jenuine Photography, inc.
343-7255
www. jenuinephoto.com 

kade Studios
694-5506
www. kadestudios.com

kiddie kandids
Inside BabiesRUs
9333 Research Blvd., Ste. 200
527-8200
www.kiddiekandids.com

korey Howell Photography
331-7744
www. koreyhowell.com

Murray Photography
335-0156

Shawn kennedy Photography
658-8965
www. skimages.com

S k Photography
799-8710
www. s-kphotography.com

Sterling images - The North 
Studio
12200 N. MoPac
977-9751
www. sterlingimagesonline.com

Tan Bonito Photography
835-9820
www.tanbonito.com

Venues
300 Bowling
9504 N. IH 35
834-7733
www.3hundred.com/300austin 

Balcones Country Club, 
Spicewood Clubhouse
8600 Balcones Club Drive
258-6672
www.balconescountryclub.com
contactus@balconescountryclub.
com

Chaparral ice
14200 IH 35 
252-8500

2525 Anderson Lane
451-5102
www.chaparralice.com

Dave and Busters
333 Research Blvd., Ste. A-600
346-8015
www.daveandbusters.com

extreme Fun
10401 Anderson Mill Road, 
Ste. 110A
258-7800

www.extremefuntx.com

Highland Lanes
8909 Burnet Road
458-1215
www.highlandlanes.com

kiddie Acres
4800 W. Howard Lane
255-4131
www.kiddieacres.com

Main event
13301 N. US 183
401-0000
www.maineventusa.net

My Party Palace
8108 Mesa Drive, Ste. A - 102 B
342-8661
www.mypartypalace.com

Always & Forever Florist Inc

Extreme Fun

Simply Romantic

North Austin Lions Club
1103 Justin Lane
453-4795
NorthAustinLions@sbcglobal.net
www.northaustinlions.org/Club_
Rentals.php

Red oak Ballroom
2525 W. Anderson Lane
www.redoakballroom.com
451-3700

Simply Romantic Wedding 
Chapel
8863 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 15
336-5683
www.simplyromantic.biz

Wells Branch Municipal Utility 
District
Community Center
3000 Shoreline Drive
251-9814
info@wellsbranchmud.com

Kiddie Acres

5 Board Certified Dermatologists

8240 N. MoPac Expy, Suite 350, Austin
(512) 459-4869  www.balconesdermatology.com

APPOINTMENT
AVAILABILITY!!!
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BELLA VISTA – from the $360s 

Beautiful Hill Country views 

512-219-0886

AVERY RANCH – from the $290s 

Only a few homesites remain

512-341-3545

WALSH TRAILS – from the $240s 

New model homes NOW OPEN

512-219-0895

BUILD ON YOUR LOT – from the $240s 
Choose from over 120 plans

512-930-5300

Lake Travis HWY620

HWY1431

Cedar Park

HWY183

LOOP360

Brushy Creek Rd.

Parmer
Lane

Cypress Creek Blvd.

Lakeline 
Blvd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

HWY29

Avery Ranch Blvd.

Dies Ranch Rd.

Park Place

VISIT A WILSHIRE MODEL HOME TODAY!

Prices subject to change without notice.

You say scrapbook queen.  
WE SAY DEDICATED HOBBY ROOM.

 At Wilshire Homes we speak your 
language. Tell us about your life 
and we’ll translate your needs into 
the perfect home for your family. 

Want to learn more? Let’s talk.
Go to wilshire-homes.com/letstalk. Grand MAX

  Builder of
 the Year.

 EQUAL

HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Design Center

1

3

2

4

1

2

3

4

Bad to the meticulously engineered bone. 
The all-new 2008 C-Class.

Why did we road-test the all-new C-Class the 
equivalent of 600 times around the world, 14 million 
miles? Why did we redline its 3.0-liter V-6 engine 
for over 30,000 miles? And why did we equip it with 
a lowered, sport-tuned suspension, AMG bodystyl-
ing and 17” staggered-width alloy wheels, all stan-
dard? Because we promised you a Mercedes-Benz. 
Test-drive the powerful new C-Class today.

THE ALL-NEW 2008 
C-CLASS STARTING AT

Unlike any other.

of Austin

Call us today to schedule a VIP appointment: 512-454-6821 6757 Airport Blvd. Austin, TX 78752

www.mbofaustin.com

$31,975

25 2008 C-Class available for delivery in February.
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NxNw reSTAUrANT AND BrewerY
neighborhood    dining by Kara vaughT

The Beef Tenderloin 
topped with haystack 
onions and blue cheese.

MoPac

Though the North by Northwest Restau-
rant and Brewery makes its home in the 
same city as the South by Southwest music 
and film festival, the eatery is not out of 
place.

Owner Davis Tucker chose the name in 
reference to the region where many brew 
pubs and micro-breweries are born. Simi-
larly, the décor of NXNW has the feel of a 
wintry lodge with vaulted ceilings, rugged 
stone and wood. Metal light fixtures and 
accents make the overall feel modern, and 
the live music on the back deck four nights 
a week cements NXNW in the Austin 
tradition.

We arrived on one of the few truly 
chilly nights of this winter, and were very 
pleased to find the valet parking was free. 
Once inside, we were seated immediately 
thanks to calling ahead, but I noticed no 
one waiting for a table in the large lobby 
looked bored — most already had a drink 
in hand. NXNW’s beers are all brewed 
on-site inside a tower, that is supplied by a 
working silo with 25,000 pounds of barley. 

We began the meal with a NXNW Sam-
pler Platter ($9.95) consisting of fried cala-
mari, buffalo wings, fried artichoke hearts 
and sausage stuffed mushrooms with three 

sauces: grain mustard, mari-
nara and jalapeño butter-
milk. All were good, but the 
fried artichoke hearts were 
the favorite. Think of a fried 
blossomed onion — but 
lighter, smaller and crispier. 
The jalapeño buttermilk 
dip was delicious and didn’t 
burn my spice-sensitive 
taste buds.

Our other starter, Roasted 
Garlic Bulbs with goat 
cheese and black pepper 
crostinis ($7.95), were gone 
in a hurry. The recent Texas 
Culinary Academy graduate 
in our party explained that 
a crostini (“little toast” in 
Italian) is a slice of toasted 
baguette. 

For the main course I 
ordered a house favorite: 
the Pork Chop Porterhouse 
($16.95). The brined pork 
loin has a balsamic glaze 
and is served with roasted 
red potatoes and vegetables. 
The chop was juicy and 
thick, and the potatoes were 
salty with a crunchy crust 
and melt-in-your-mouth 
center.

Another house favorite entrée, the Beef 
Tenderloin ($21.95), convinced a strictly 
well-done meat kind of man that some-
times, medium rare is the way to go. The 
7 oz. loin was topped with bleu cheese 
and haystack onions and served over wild 
mushroom risotto with a merlot butter 
sauce. 

For dessert, we choose Crème Brulee 
($4.95) and a Chocolate Torte ($5.95). I 
can offer no review of the brulee because 
a certain member of our party ate it so 
quickly that her date and my husband got 
only a bite each. Much teased, she prom-
ised to order one just for herself next time. 

I got the majority of the torte, which was 
like eating a large, thick chocolate bar on 
a thin layer of cake. The menu suggests a 
wine to accompany each dessert, so the 
culinary expert sampled Warre’s Otima 10 
year Tawny Port. It was while he was ex-
plaining the concept of wine’s legs — how 
it drips down the side of the glass after 
swirled — that the brulee was consumed. 

The dinner experience was excellent. 
My only warning to other diners is this: 
Don’t get so caught up in the music, menu 
or atmosphere that someone usurps a sup-
posedly shared dish!

B e e R  S C H o o L  –  N oT  A N  ox y M o R o N
To learn more about beer, brewing and barley, 
sign up for NXNW’s Beer Education Classes. Those 
who complete all three receive a Beer Education 
Diploma. Classes are $35; call 467-6969 to reserve 
a spot.
Beer School — Participants learn how beer is 
brewed, what makes it pale, dark, bitter, strong, 
good or bad. Also included is plenty of beer trivia, 
a brewery tour, tasting of hops and malts and 
major beer styles. The next class is 11 a.m. March 
15.
Beer and Cheese Class — Wine and cheese? So 
passé. Participants in this class learn about beer 
from NXNW brewers and tour the brewhouse. 

NxNw restaurant and Brewery
10010 Capital of Texas Highway

467-6969
www.nxnwbrew.com

Dining hours: Sun. - Thurs. 11-10 p.m. 
Fri., Sat. 11-11 p.m.  

Bar hours: Mon. - Thurs. 11-11 p.m. 
Fri., Sat. 11-midnight Sun. 11-11 p.m.

Then, they try various combinations of brew and 
dairy product. The next class is 11 a.m. Feb. 16.
Beer and Chocolate Class — Participants learn 
about the origins of both, including uses as 
currency. Head chef George Powell concocts truffles 
especially for the class. Check www.nxnwbrew.com 
for the date and time of the next class. 

Capital of  Texas Hwy. n

NXNW
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Darren M. Kocs, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 
to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 
community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 
and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 
radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 
medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care

For more information contact us today at 

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Round Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . t e x a s o n c o l o g y . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.  

Valerian Chyle, Jr., M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Lakshmi Balasubramanian, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

732-2211 ext. 5
9041 Research Blvd. Suite 240
(Hwy 183 at Burnet Rd., above Black-Eyed Pea)
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The ARC Advantage
ARC-INFO (272-4636) 

AustinRegionalClinic.com

Accessible: Same-day Appointments  Urgent Care Centers  After Hours Clinics  All-night Phone Nurse

Reliable: Most Health Plans Accepted  Comprehensive Health Care  Quality Assurance

Convenient: 18 locations  Onsite Lab and X-ray  Online Appointment Requests  Multispecialty Group

“I’ve always had wonderful service. 
ARC doctors and staff continually come 
through for my family.”

-- Felicia M.
ARC Patient for 10 years

The ARC Advantage
ARC-INFO (272-4636) 

AustinRegionalClinic.com

Accessible: Same-day Appointments  Urgent Care Centers  After Hours Clinics  All-night Phone Nurse

Reliable: Most Health Plans Accepted  Comprehensive Health Care  Quality Assurance

Convenient: 18 locations  Onsite Lab and X-ray  Online Appointment Requests  Multispecialty Group
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ARC doctors and staff continually come 
through for my family.”

-- Felicia M.
ARC Patient for 10 years

The ARC Advantage
ARC-INFO (272-4636) 

AustinRegionalClinic.com

Accessible: Same-day Appointments  Urgent Care Centers  After Hours Clinics  All-night Phone Nurse

Reliable: Most Health Plans Accepted  Comprehensive Health Care  Quality Assurance

Convenient: 18 locations  Onsite Lab and X-ray  Online Appointment Requests  Multispecialty Group

“I’ve always had wonderful service. 
ARC doctors and staff continually come 
through for my family.”

-- Felicia M.
ARC Patient for 10 years

Ruth and John Gordon with their Round Rock area grandchildren 7 year 
old Kaysi and 2 year old twins Riley & Madison

For over 30 years, John has been active in community and local issues from 
school bonds to drinking hours to Symphony Orchestra to youth soccer to 
church choir and more.  Born in Georgetown, John has worked hard build-
ing a strong quality of life for his family and for residents throughout Wil-
liamson County. With your support, John will continue to work for you as 
your State Representative, District 52 at the Texas House.

Anderson Mill – Millwood – Pond Springs – Forest North – Avery Ranch – Brushy Creek 
Round Rock – Teravista – Chandler Creek – SE Georgetown – Hutto – Norman’s Crossing 

Rice’s Crossing – Taylor – Thrall – Copeland – Thorndale – Noack

COMPETENT – EXPERIENCED – CONSERVATIVE LEADERSHIP 

To learn more, please visit www.JohnGordon52.com
COMPETENT
·  Registered Professional Engineer – State of Texas
·  Electric, water, and wastewater utility systems expert
·  Published expert in energy systems and national energy policy
·  Owned and operated a steel fabrication & erection company
·  Erected Round Rock City Hall, Old Town Elementary, others
·  University of Texas Engineering Graduate, first in class, 1973 
EXPERIENCED
·  Former legislative assistant to State Rep. Mike Krusee 
·  Drafted 2005 Drip Irrigation Act
·  Successfully promoted and obtained passage of bills into law
·  Williamson County Republican Party Chairman, elected three terms 
·  Senate District 5 Republican Committeeman, elected two terms 
·  Counselor and advisor to local and county officials 
CONSERVATIVE
·  Supports 2nd Amendment rights, is pro-life, practicing Christian
·  Led effort to defeat $350,000,000 RRISD bond proposal in 2005
·  Bond committee member and promoter of successful 2006 RRISD bond at $83,000,000 less and   
   more schools (Teravista Elementary and Middle School Conversion) than 2005 bond
·  Organizational leader in fight against crack dealers in Taylor in 1993
·  Organized petition in 2004 to roll back late night drinking on school nights

GORDON
Republican for STATE REPRESENTATIVE Dist 52

John

JnBrGordon@AOL.com 789-5073

A Representative for ALL Communities In The District

JOHN GORDON - TIRELESS WORKER FOR THE COMMUNITY
  
“John’s leadership as Chairman of the Board for 6 years, his hard work, motivation of volunteers, and his knowledge of 
the county has been responsible for the successful creation and establishment of the Williamson County Symphony 
Orchestra.”
 Sara Manning, Secretary & Principal Flutist, Millwood
 
“When SH 130 was initially planned to run through central Round Rock, John Gordon was the only leader who �rst stood 
up for our neighborhoods.  He organized residents’ e�orts and saved many of our homes from the bulldozer.”
        Marie Dang Schwartz, Realtor, Rolling Ridge Subdivision, Round Rock 
 
“John is using his technical and political expertise to help the citizens of Hutto �ght against a massive 345-kV transmis-
sion line being routed through the center of the city.  His dedicated e�ort is giving us a good chance of winning.”
 David Begier, Hutto City Councilman
 
“John’s hard work as a coach, his dedication as a referee, and his leadership as president twice and board member three 
times helped build the Round Rock Soccer Association.  He was in charge of getting the land, his company built the 
goals and �rst lights, and he laid out the �elds.  Thousands of kids have bene�ted.”
 Mike Hall, coach, board member & fellow referee, Round Rock
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The MirACLe LeAGUe AT TowN & CoUNTrY
non-profit    profile by Tiffany young

Anderson Mill Rd.

The Miracle League

B U D Dy  U P

Miracle League buddy 
assists player.

When Steve Brown saw a television 
program about The Miracle League, a non-
profit organization that allows disabled 
children to play baseball, he not only knew 
Austin needed the program, he decided he 
would be the one to start it. 

Brown was a board member of the Town 
and Country Optimist Club at the time 
and knew the Optimist Club’s 96-acre 
sports complex could easily accommodate 
a new field alongside the softball, base-
ball, football and soccer fields already in 
existence.

“Something like this just kind of worked 
perfectly into what we do,” said Brown, 
who is now the president of the board 
of his club. “There’s no reason why we 
shouldn’t be doing it – somebody should 
be doing it here in Austin.”

While the land was already donated, The 
Miracle League needed funding to make 
the field happen. So, the club contacted the 
Round Rock Express and the Nolan Ryan 
Foundation, which decided to become the 
field name sponsor, and donated $250,000 
to The Miracle League. With money back-
ing their plans, the Optimist Club could 
start work on the field. With the help and 
donations of architect Michael Antenora, 
along with Cunningham |Allen, Inc. 
engineers, Hellas Construction and some 

others, the field plans were 
under way.

Estimates for the field 
had been anywhere from 
$750,000 to $900,000, but 
with the donations from 
local businesses, it was built 
with just $500,000. 

“We just had a lot of 
people step up and help 
out,” said Brown. “It was 
really refreshing.”

The Miracle League did 
not wait for the field to be 
built to begin its games. The 
first were played on softball 
fields and showed Brown 
why they needed special 
fields for the games. 

“We needed a specialized 
field for these kids with 
walkers and wheelchairs, 
and we wanted them to 
have their own field,” said 
Brown. “And we wanted it 
out at Town and Country as 
well because their siblings 
could be playing on an-
other field right at the same 
complex and they [could] 
come over and play their 
own game.”

The field took about one 
year to build and includes a large conces-
sion stand, two large public restrooms, and 
two smaller private restrooms along the 
site.  

The field was completed spring of last 
year. 

In the fall, more than 90 players were 
registered to play, and Brown said he 
hopes to sign up at least a hundred this 
spring. 

Because there is a buddy system with 
teenagers helping each disabled child 
during the game, parents can relax and 
watch the kids from the stands, cheering 
the players. 

There are seven games per season, each 
game consisting of about two innings with 
each player getting to bat every inning. 
Everyone is safe, meaning everyone scores 
and the last batter of each inning scores a 
home run. 

“It’s a laid-back game,” Brown said. “In 
between the innings, everyone comes in 
to the backstop and we have a microphone 
and everyone sings Take me out to the ball 
game. And then we do the chicken dance.”

The Miracle League is now register-
ing for the spring season. To register, call 
335-7434.

the Miracle League has a buddy system where local 
teenagers volunteer to assist Miracle League players 
during games. Brown said one of the biggest rewards 
in working with the Miracle League is “watching the 
buddies get involved and realize that these kids aren’t 
going to fall apart if you touch them and kid around 
with them. they get really close and the buddies 
come in there the first day and they’re so timid and 
shy and ‘gosh, what do we do?’ and by the second 
game they’re just rolling around with them.”

The Miracle League at
Town & Country

Po Box 200277, Austin Tx 78720
335-7434

contact@austinmiracleleague.org

Boys and Girls K - 8th grade Girls K - 8th grade

11400 North Mopac Expressway
Austin, TX 78759

A Ministry of  Hyde Park Baptist Church

www.hpbc.org/rec

512-241-0233

Sign up now ! 
    Cost: soccer $150, softball $100 
    Cost includes uniform,  shorts,  and much more!

Christian based league that encourages sportsmanship and team work.
    1 practice and 1 game a week
    Season starts March 17th           Deadline for sign-up is March 1st
    Register and pay online at www.hpbc.org/rec

Adult Sports Leagues- Now Accepting Company Teams!
  Sports Included are Volleyball, Softball, Basketball, Flag Football, & Tennis
  Sign up as a team or as an individual by calling Murray at 241-0233 or online
  at www.hpbc.org/rec 

Register Now - Quarries Summer Camps

Drop o� Pick Up between 4:30pm and 6:30pm 

   trained with a summer camp focus.

For information on our no-contract 
Fitness Club memberships , tennis lessons
or personal trainers call 241-0233

There is something for everyone at

Braker Lane

The Domain

The Quarries MoPac

THE QUARRIES

®

6411 N. Lamar Blvd. & 1180 Airport Blvd., Austin

Introducing the 
Business Advantage Account

The Business Advantage Account is open to every type of 
business, regardless of size. Your business will be headed 
in the right direction with no monthly service charges, a 
Business MasterCard *, and Merchant Card Services. For 
more information speak with one of our Member Service 

Representatives today!

* Based on credit approval.
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Serving Central Texas since 1909
Covert Ford

H
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Hwy 79

759-1414
1200-A East Hwy 79

Hwy 290Austin

Round
Rock

Taylor

ElginAU
ST

IN

Open Sundays 11am-5pm

Photos are for illustration purposes only.   *$5,000 off applies to MSRP $32,805, 2 to choose from.  
**$8,000 off applies to MSRP $32,310, 4 to choose from. All vehicles are subject to prior sale.

$19,988
2008 F150 SuperCrew XLT

$14,988
2008 Ecape XLS

SAVE Thousands On Every Vehicle In Stock!

Truck month has arrived at Covert Ford

OPEN SUNDAYS
Shop Online at

covertauto.com

Stock # 2800677

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
                                                     -Kenny Covert

Stock # 2809495

#1 
Volume 

Dealer
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Family: Married with a young daughter and son
education: Master’s degree in public administration and 
a Bachelor’s degree in management with a concentration 
in economics, both from Oakland University in Michigan.
Contact information: 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/connect/email_marcott.htm

Q. How did you end up in the city managing field?
A. I didn’t really start out with this focus. I thought I 
was going to be a lawyer, but who knew? I was finishing 
my last year of grad school doing an internship for 
public sector experience with the city administrator 
in Michigan, Dale Burgdorf, who over the years has 
affected my career in positive ways. The internship 
was really what started it for me. Dale introduced me 
to his organization in a serious way. More than that, 
he introduced me to the profession. He took me to 
a city manager’s conference, their main educational 
conference, and he introduced me around to city 
managers who were in very high regard in Michigan 
and around the country and I looked up to them. He 
was even so sensitive that one time he made special 
arrangements for me to have dinner with two African 
American city managers, one an assistant city manager, 
because he wanted me to see the profession from 
their perspective. There weren’t a whole lot of African 
American city managers at that time, and there still 
aren’t today. 
 
I learned several things from the internship. One: When 
it came to public service in general at the government 
level, I liked it. Two: It seemed like I had a bit of a knack 
for it. But most importantly, I realized what we do at 
the local government level affects the every day lives of 
people from the time they get up in the morning to the 
time they lay down at night, and even while they sleep 
we’re still affecting them because of the wide range 
of services, basic and otherwise, we provide everyday. 
That just seemed profoundly important to me, and I 

Marc Ott

Just before the beginning of black history month, Fort Worth Assistant City Manager Marc Ott 
made history of his own by becoming the City of Austin’s first African American city manager. 

When current City Manager Toby Futrell leaves the position in May, Ott will take over, managing 
one of the nation’s fastest growing cities. Here Ott discusses his philosophies and his plans for the 
first 30 days of the job.

community   profile        Marc Ott

knew upon that realization, I wanted to be part of that.

Q. there was some criticism about the city’s lack of 
openness with their choice of city manager, even leading 
council member Jennifer Kim to decline to vote. How will 
you incorporate openness?
A. I believe people here would say I’m very open. My 
approach is collaborative, leadership-wise. What we 
do here is the people’s business: There’s really nothing 
to hide. Albeit there are reasons why a legislative 
body or council must have its executive sessions not 
open to the public only because on those occasions 
they’re trying to serve the best interests of the public if 
involved in some sort of negotiations. But those things 
aside, it is the people’s business and my approach both 
inside and outside of city hall. I was pleased to hear the 
citizens in Austin are actively engaged in exercising 
their citizenship in the city.  
 
At the end of the day I think that kind of interaction 
of citizens and that interaction in city hall among 
the employees, not withstanding any hierarchical 
status, results in better decisions and therefore better 
outcomes for the city’s visions, mission, goals and 
objectives. 

Q. What is one of the hardest decisions you’ve had to 
make in a management role?
A. It’s difficult when I’m not able to provide the things 
the employees need to do their jobs the way we expect 
them to do it. When it’s a tough budget year and we 
can’t do certain things despite the fact we know they 
are really needed. The reason it’s difficult for me is 
because I have a real sense of understanding what they 
go through to get their jobs done sometimes - things 
the public doesn’t see and the mayor and council don’t 
see. 

Throughout my career I’ve had days I call ‘manager 
work days’ or ‘field days’, and what I’ve done is I pick 
an operating department and I get assigned to a work 
group. At the start of the shift, I show up wearing 
the helmet or work boots or whatever the required 
equipment so when we talk about streets and the 
condition of them and about repaving streets, I 
understand because I know what it’s about, because 

I’ve been out there and I’ve operated the paver. I know 
what it feels like to pave a street in 90 degree weather 
when your citizens are upset because there’s been 
some sort of problem in the delivery of water because 
a water pump has failed, I know what it’s like to get one 
of those back on line because I’ve helped repair a water 
pump. 
 
So when you’re in physically constrained circumstances, 
and you appreciate how hard our employees work, 
when you can’t provide and you know the funding is 
going to remain the same, that’s hard for me.

Q. What do you hope to accomplish in your first thirty 
days as city manager?
A. I’ve already started. I’ve been looking at lots of 
financial information and talked with City Financial 
Officer Michael McDonald so I can start looking at the 
material. There are a number of other things I’m going 
to work on even before I get there. 

Beyond that I’ll certainly be meeting with the mayor 
and council and have opportunities to engage them 
more substantively about their vision, mission, goals 
and objectives. I want to know how they want to have a 
communication strategy between council and manager, 
and make sure we’re communicating effectively and 
no one is going to be surprised. It’s really important to 
me to make sure the council and I have a very good, 
effective working relationship, and I want them to help 
determine ways we can most effectively communicate, 
formally and informally. There are lots of tools, and we 
should avail ourselves of as many of them as we need 
to connect with each other. I want to take what I learn 
from them and have conversations with my executive 
team and department heads and ask the same kind of 
questions, and listen a lot. Part of what that will help 
me to do is to determine if what I’m hearing from policy 
makers and department heads is in alignment. I suspect 
they are, but if they’re not, it gives an indication that 
they may need to make some adjustment. Eventually, 
I want to touch the neighborhoods. Nothing formal. 
You’re not going to find me out there looking for 
opportunities to make major speeches, leave that to 
the mayor and council. I like the work: to work with the 
employees, engage with the people in the community.

AUSTiN CiTY MANAGer

Dr. Michael McClung
Chiropractor

Creating Wellness Chiropractic:
A Creating Wellness
Center

Spinal Decompression for Herniated Disc, 
Cold Laser for Carpal Tunnel Syndrome, 

Tennis Elbow, Shoulder Pain and Knee Pain

13376  Research Blvd., Suite 210
512.250.BACK(2225)
www.CreatingWellnessDr.com

$49 Initial
Visit

Includes exam, computerized
nervous system scan and xrays

“Suffering needlessly? 
I’ve helped over 10,000 patients 

in my 25 years of practice.”
-Dr. McClung

Find out more and see how you can be ACC austincc.edu/iamacc (512) 223.4222

My favorite car? �e ’68 Mustang, one of my first cars. Man, I used to love to hear it 
run. Cars are my passion. When I decided to make it a career, I studied Automotive 
Technology and Business Management. Now, I own Hulk Automotive. We have four 
employees, two part-timers, and four trucks. I learned everything I needed from ACC.

My name is Henry King and I am ACC.

Henry King, business owner

A 289 With Glasspacks… Sweet. Very Sweet.
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* Offer valid for new customers and existing customers adding a new line of service. Total package price $74.90 per month for one year. Not all equipment supports all services. Price excludes applicable 
taxes.  Some restrictions apply. All services may not be immediately available in all areas. Offer is not transferable and may not be combined with any other offer. Digital Phone does not include back-up power  
and, should there be a loss of electrical power, Digital Phone, including the ability to access 9-1-1 services, will not be available. Additional changes apply for calls to International locations, operator services, 
directory assistance, and taxes and fees. Residential use only. Caller ID on TV not available on Pace set-top boxes. Caller ID on TV requires Digital Phone, a Digital Converter and Digital Cable. Other restrictions 
may apply. Call for details. Offer expires 3/31/08.

FREE HD Offerings
Exciting HD Video On Demand
Reliable Entertainment

Endless HD Charges
No HD Video On Demand
Problems in Wind and Rain

SATELLITE

COMPARE!

Sorry Satellite.
You just don’t measure up

 to Time Warner.

Unlimited calling to the U.S., 
Canada and Puerto Rico

Popular  calling features for FREE
like Caller ID on TV, Call Waiting,
Call Forwarding, 3-way calling and 
much more

Keep your same phone number

Works with existing phones and jacks

Watch popular HD channels at no 
extra cost, like TNT HD, Discovery HD 
theater, CNN HD, TBS in HD, ESPN HD, 
and local channels in HD plus more!

Access to over 300 channels like 
Animal Planet, Biography, Discovery 
and USA, over 30 Free on Demand 
channels like Central Texas On Demand 
and Lone Star On Demand

Over 200 Movies on Demand titles 
updated weekly.  Plus, HD Movies 
on Demand plays new releases 
in stunning HD quality!

CALL TODAY! 
1-877-334-CABLE

(1-877-334-2225) 
timewarnercentral.com

30-Day Money-Back 
Guarantee

Add the 
Digital Tier 

for only 

$295*
more per 
month

for 1 year when you 

subscribe to Digital Phone

$2995
per month

*Digital Cable only

timewarnercentral.com

CALL TODAY!

1-877-334-CABLE 

(1-877-334-2225) 
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