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Regional rail could serve Northwest 
Austin’s busiest area by 2012
by Christi Covington and shannon Colletti 

The Domain, a mixed-use development built on 304 acres of former IBM 
property, has paved the way for the City of Austin to plan more mixed-use 
developments in the North Burnet/Gateway area. 

When Illinois-based Simon Property Group and Austin-based Endeavor 
Real Estate Group began planning The Domain Phase I, the land was zoned 
as a major industrial/planned development area, but needed an ordinance 
passed by the city council to allow for the mixed-use development the de-
velopers envisioned. 

The ordinance allows greater flexibility for the developers to have mixed-
use developments that combine retail and housing, which the city hopes to 
use as a catalyst for development growth.

“The Domain exemplifies the type of development we want in the area,” 
said Molly Scarbrough, senior planner with the urban design division of the 
Neighborhood Planning and Zoning. “The City wants to facilitate this area to 

The Domain Phase II:
more than shopping
by tiffany young
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Access to The Domain can be difficult 
from MoPac because of the Union Pacific 
rail line that crosses under MoPac. The ac-
cess road going north u-turns right before 
The Domain. 

“In our North Burnet/Gateway Plan we 
looked at a number of ways to improve 
access around the area,” said Molly Scar-
brough, senior planner with the urban de-
sign division of the Neighborhood Plan-
ning and Zoning. “It seems like it would 
be easy, but when you actually get engi-
neers looking at it, it’s not as easy as you 
would think.”

One solution proposed was building 
a bridge over the rail, but because of the 
federally mandated height requirement 
above rail cars, the bridge would be going 
up at the same point as MoPac. Even if it 
were possible, said Scarbrough, it would 
be very expensive for very little benefit. 

The city is also working with the Texas 
Department of Transportation to see if it 
could do a more intensive study of the on- 
and off-ramps for Braker and Duval that 
would make access easier, but TxDOT has 
not yet committed to the study. 

However, the City of Austin is hoping 
that less people will use their cars to visit 
The Domain, and even allowed less park-
ing space than normal in the development, 
because of future public transportation in 
the area.

A commuter rail station is proposed at 
Braker Lane on the south side of The Do-
main, and a MetroRail station is planned 
a few blocks east of The Domain. Both 
would open up another transportation 
option to The Domain, making it ideal for  
a transit-oriented development. Transit-
oriented development is land near transit 
stations intended for mixed-use, pedestri-
an-oriented environment where people 
can live, work, shop and be entertained 
within easy access to transit facilities. 

“What they’re [Simon property Group 
and Endeavor Real Estate Group] doing 
really allows them to create this walk-
able environment where, if you live there, 
you can also shop there and work there, 
and it has the potential of reducing your 
footprints,” Katie Jensen of Austin Energy 
said. 

Trains might be the ride of the future.
When Union Pacific opened rail in 

Central Texas during the late 1800s, its 
line soon became the center of growing 
communities. 

Now some area leaders would like to 
make that same mode of transportation 
available for commuters who could travel 
from as far north as Georgetown to as far 
south as San Antonio, passing through ar-
eas such as The Domain along the way.

“Until you have congestion on IH 35 that 
is so bad that people are starting to look for 
an alternative, it’s not viable, but we’re rap-
idly getting to that point,” said Michael Au-
lick, the executive director for the Capital 
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
a federally mandated regional planning 
group.

Rep. Mike Krusee of Williamson County 
supports the idea of commuter rail, but ac-
knowledges the major challenge is finding 

Lack of funding 
delays rail plans

Coming additions to the North Burnet/Gateway
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This month is our twelfth issue of the 
Northwest Austin Community Impact 
Newspaper. As we approach year two and 
pick up momentum, we are looking for-
ward to a great year and are kicking it off 
with a few exciting changes. 

The first change is our new re-designed 
look. As we present the news in your area, 

Traci Rodriguez
General Manager
trodriguez@impactnews.com

it is important to present information 
that is useful to the residents and business 
owners of Northwest Austin – but also 
easy to read. 

The second change is that we’ve added 
about 12,000 new readers - a friendly wel-
come to all of you in the 78758 zip code. 
We felt this was an important addition to 
our distribution, and we look forward to 
the additional reader coverage. This zip 
code includes important residential areas, 
business and development such as The 
Domain.

Phase II of The Domain is underway as 
we explain in our top story. The mixed-use 
project will bring additional retail, hous-
ing and restaurants to Northwest Austin 
beginning in 2009. Although the feedback 
I hear about this new development seems 

General 
Manager’s 
Note

to be mixed, it keeps the upscale shop-
pers in Austin, rather than Dallas or 
Houston, and is a positive for our local 
economy.

As we enter the new year, our local 
economy remains strong and business 
owners are optimistic. We will continue 
to provide you with the news from your 
neighborhood and mail you a copy every 
month for free. We think you deserve it.
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3  Fresh sandwiches
Ned Lavelle and Tyler Norwood, 2003 
University of Texas Master of Business 
Administration graduates, opened their 
second Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sand-
wiches franchise offering fresh ingredients 
and fast service on Jan. 2. They are located  
at 10900 Research Blvd., Ste. 220-B in the 
Randall’s shopping center at Research 
Boulevard and Braker Lane. The pair’s first 
franchise opened in October at 2937 W. 
Anderson Lane. For more information, 
call 340-0050.

4  Insurance assurance
Keystone Insurance Services, Inc., an 
Austin-based company located at 13740 
N. US 183, Ste. V-4, held its grand opening 
Dec. 28. Keystone covers everything from 
life and health products for groups and 
individuals to commercial, home, auto and 
pet insurance products. For more informa-
tion about Keystone Insurance Services, 
Inc. and the services and products it pro-
vides, call 257-8000 or visit www.mykey-
stoneins.com. 

5  Personal fitness
ATX Personal Fitness, a private, personal 
training studio at 12174 N. MoPac, Ste. 
C, will start a new mentoring program in 
February. The program will help people 
in the community achieve their New 
Year’s fitness resolutions by offering expert 
advice, weigh-ins and support. It will run 
from Feb. 1 to April 1.  For more informa-
tion, contact Dean or Nick at 873-9928 or 
by e-mail at dean@atxpersonalfitness.com. 

1  Austin Gutterman named 
top family business 
Austin Gutterman, Inc., owned and man-
aged by the Frazier family for more than 
20 years, was one of 17 Texas businesses 
honored at Baylor University’s Institute for 
Family Business’ Texas Family Business 
of the Year awards banquet. The program 
recognizes firms whose families demon-
strate a commitment to each other and 
to the business continuity. Austin Gutter-
man, Inc., the oldest locally-owned gutter 
company in Central Texas, is located at 
12229 Roxie Lane. For more information, 
call 450-1821 or visit 
www.austingutterman.com.

2  Watch your tone(r)
InkStop, a one-stop shop for ink, toner 
and other electronic consumables, opened 
Dec. 8 at 11301 Lakeline Blvd. This is the 
first InkStop in Austin, with another open-
ing at 6340 W. Hwy. 290 soon. For more 
information, call 996-8910.

6  Maki Toki
Sushi bar Maki Toki opened in October 
at 1910 W. Braker Lane, Bldg. 3, Ste. 300, 
at the corner of Braker Lane and Metric 
Boulevard behind Walgreens. For more 
information, call 832-0200. 
The restaurant is one of the first tenants in 
Lonestar Plaza. For more information on 
leasing, call Bill Pohl at 335-5577.

Community Tax Centers
Starting Jan. 22, free tax help will be avail-
able from IRS-certified tax preparers at 
Community Tax Centers, a program of 
the non-profit Foundation Communi-
ties. There will be nine locations in Austin 
open nights, days and weekends. Individu-
als with incomes up to $25,000 and house-
holds making up to $50,000 are eligible. 
Call 2-1-1 or visit www.communitytaxcen-
ters.org for more information. 

Volunteers needed
Lone Star Circle of Care is looking for 
volunteers who want to assist in their 
community health clinics. Lone Star Circle 
of Care is a non-profit organization that 
provides primary health services to tens 
of thousands uninsured and underinsured 
children and adults in Central Texas. Vol-
unteer orientation will be held on Jan. 
29 from 6 – 7:30 p.m. at the Lone Star 
Administrative Offices, 1500 W. University 
Ave. in Georgetown. Additional informa-
tion and applications are available at www.
lscctx.org/volunteer.html, or call 
(512) 868-1124. 

7  Bank opening
Frost Bank celebrated the opening of its 
newest, full-service financial center Jan. 14 
in Austin’s Tech Ridge shopping center at 
12351 N. IH 35, Bldg. 2. For more infor-
mation, call 473-4343.

8  Home sweet HomeCare
Sal Sanchez opened his first business, 
Synergy HomeCare, a new franchise 
located at 11728 Jollyville Road that gives 
in-home, non-medical care for individuals 
requiring daily living assistance. For more 
information, call 219-4018 or visit www.
synergyhomecare.com/Default.aspx.

NoRThweST AuSTIN
community    impact community   calendar
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Voter registration
the deadline to register for the March 4 primary 

election is Feb. 4. Voters can register by printing and 
mailing the application form at www.traviscountytax.org/
goVoters.do or by visiting the HeB grocery stores at 6001 
Parmer Lane or 10710 Research Blvd., the Balcones post 
office at 11900 Jollyville Road, the Milwood library at 12500 
Amherst drive or the Spicewood library at 8637 Spicewood 
Springs Road.

Park meeting 
7 p.m.. 9508 Great Hills Trail.

A general park meeting will be held for Great Hills Park.

28

FeBRuARY

Winter Backyard Birds
7 p.m. REI, 9901 North Capital of Texas Highway

Join a travis Audubon Society member to find out what 
birds might visit your backyard, with an emphasis on birds 
that just spend their winters with us. this free event is co-
sponsored by the National Wildlife Federation and travis 
Audubon Society.
For more information, contact Rei Gateway customer 
Service at 343-5550. Registration is not required.

31

Cool River Entertainment
9:15 p.m., 4001 Parmer Lane, 835-0010 
Friday, Jan.  25 the Grooves
Saturday, Jan.  26 Jawbreaker
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Love the space you’re in 
Jennifer Parker, an Austin native, recently 
opened a business for online interior deco-
rating site Décor and You Austin in the 
Great Hills area. Décor and You, Inc. is the 
second largest interior decorator franchise 
in the U.S. Independently owned and 
operated, Décor and You’s six decorators, 
including Parker, travel to clients’ homes 
by appointment to improve the aesthetic 
features and functions. For more informa-
tion, visit www.decorandyou.com/jparker 
or call 349-7800.

9  Far West Medical Center
Construction has begun on Far West 
Medical Center, a joint venture between 
Kemp Properties and Austin Regional 
Clinic that will house ARC specialists and 
other tenants. The medical center is adja-
cent to ARC’s Far West location on MoPac 
South on what was the south parking lot of 
ARC Far West, 6835 Austin Center Blvd. 
Completion of the five-level, 47,000 sq. ft. 
building is expected this fall.

Tapestry of Jewish Learning 2008
Dell Jewish Community Campus, 

                       5 - 10 p.m, 7300 Hart Ln.
tapestry of Jewish Learning 2008 features 19 classes 
being led by accomplished rabbis and educators. General 
pre-registration is $18, and $10 for students and seniors.  
the evening of the event, admission will be $25, and $15 
for students and seniors, with payment being accepted 
after Shabbat, the Jewish Sabbath.  combined tickets will 
be available for $28 for tapestry registrants also interested 
in attending Art in the Heart of texas at congregation 
Agudas Achim the same evening.
For more information about tapestry of Jewish Learning 
2008, including complete class descriptions and childcare 
registration details, visit www.shalomaustin.org/tapestry 
or contact Aliza orent at 735-8030.

2

12 Commander’s Forum
7 p.m.,12425 Lamplight Village

Local police commanders and officers meet with the public 
at the police department’s north substation to discuss local 
crime and issues.

7

Calendar events must be submitted by the second Friday of the month.
E-mail Tiffany at tyoung@impactnews.com or call (512) 989-6808

World Vision Impact AIDS Exhibit
7104 McNeil Drive 

Gateway community church is hosting the World Vision 
impact AidS exhibit. this audio and visual experience will 
take visitors on a journey of a child in an AidS community 
in Africa. Parental discretion is advised for children under 
12. For more information visit www.gatewaychurch.com 
and click on AidS impact to reserve your place or e-mail 
impactAidS@gatewaychurch.com.  

8-11

4
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ALwAYS & FoReveR FLoRIST
Tucked away in Chase Point 

lies a welcoming florist shop 
with two doors. The door on 
the left leads customers into an 
intimate French-inspired room 
showing photographs of brides 
adorned with elegant blooms. A 
pink floral settee and a cream lei-
sure chair offer brides and their 
mothers a place to plan their 
bouquets with a floral designer. 

Through the door on the right is 
a retail shop where a collection of 
gift items including jewelry, soaps 
and purses is elegantly displayed. 

When she was 18, Carrie Beam-
er walked into a florist shop in her 
hometown and asked the owner 
if she could try her hand at floral 
design. After a month, and no for-
mal training, the manager handed 
Beamer the keys and said, “You’re 
in charge.” 

Now Beamer owns her own flo-
rist shop Always & Forever, along 
with her husband Russ Beamer.

She trained as a florist at the 
Texas School of Floral Design in 
San Antonio under Mark Witte 
with a two-week course in floral 
design, where her standards for 
quality were honed. 

“They would take your bridal 
bouquet and throw it to see if any 
flowers flew out,” Beamer said.

In 1997, Carrie and her hus-
band began a florist business from 
a small studio and a year later they 
were able to quit their full-time 

jobs. By 1999 the Beamers opened 
their first retail storefront on Bur-
net Road. In its first year Always 
& Forever did arrangements for 
130 weddings. In 2002, the retail 
business moved to its present lo-
cation, where walk-ins went from 
just three to four a week to three 
to four a day. Carrie attributes 
these added walk-ins to nearby 
apartment complexes and slower 
traffic on Pond Springs. 

With weddings being the flo-
rist’s specialty, a young population 
nearby is beneficial, but the shop 
gets delivery orders from as far 
away as Cedar Park, Round Rock, 
Pflugerville and south Austin.

Always & Forever has six em-
ployees on a regular basis, with a 
special wedding staff employing 
as many as 15 per wedding. Staff 
consists of recognized American 
Institute of Floral Design design-
ers and a certified master florist 
for 30 years of combined expe-
rience. Always & Forever hires 
drivers for deliveries instead of 
hiring outside delivery services to 
ensure flowers arrive fresh and on 
time. 

Though the business once did 
about five weddings per weekend, 
now it does fewer weddings, fo-
cusing on quality over quantity. 

When planning weddings, 
Beamer said brides should book 
flowers six to eight months ahead 
of time. Typically her wedding ar-

Always & Forever Florist
13033 Pond Springs Road, Ste. 105-106

302-9969
www.alwaysandforeverflorist.com

vALeNTINe’S DAY DeTAILS
A full staff will be on hand Feb. 14 to 
accommodate the rush, and hours 
leading up to Valentine’s Day will be 
extended. Early bird pricing of $10 off 
any order will be offered for orders 
placed by Feb. 1. Arrangements can 
include roses or a variety of flowers. 
Always & Forever also carries plants, 
balloons,  chocolates by Sweet Shop 
and plush animals. Orders can be 
made at:
www.alwaysandforeverflorist.com. 

business    profile by Tiffany young

rangements cost between $2,500 
and $5,000 and include personal 
flowers for the wedding party, 
church arrangements, arrange-
ments at the reception and basic 
table centerpieces.

Since weddings are Carrie’s 
specialty, she recently hired a re-
tail designer to manage the retail 
shop so she can focus on what she 
loves.

Owner Carrie Beamer

Pond Springs Rd.

n

Hunters Chase Dr.

Always & Forever Florist
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Baseball cards, signed memorabilia, 
posters, sports magazines and trading 

cards fill every corner of Card Traders of 
Austin.

Owner Walt Case has seen a change in 
the card trading business in the past 12 
years since he and his partner bought Card 
Traders of Austin. Now, he said, there is 
more high-end, expensive products in 
cards and memorabilia, and it’s more of an 
adult hobby than it used to be because of 
the higher prices. 

While baseball cards are still the biggest 
seller for trading cards, football cards have 
come on very strong in the past eight to 10 
years, Case said, with basketball cards com-
ing in third. 

The store also carries a variety of trade 
cards such as Magic: The Gathering and 
YuGiOh. 

“Magic’s been around since the ’90s,” said 
Case. “It’s not a large source of our busi-
ness, but we do have about 10 to 12 percent 
of our sales [from Magic].”

Most stock is bought directly from dis-
tributors or wholesalers, but the older 
memorabilia comes from individuals. 

As far as gauging what to carry, Case 

said, “You just kind of have 
to have a feel for the partic-
ular brand and gauge your 
clientele by what they like,” 
adding that it doesn’t always 
work out, and it’s not always 
the same from year-to-year.  

For value, rookie cards 
and autographed cards 
ranging in price from 
$10-$3,000 is what most 
collectors look for. The most 
expensive card he has in 
stock is a 1953 Willie Mays 
card valued at $2,700.

To find out the value of 
a card, price guides can 
be very useful, but as Case 
pointed out, if a player does 
really well, very quickly, the 
price guides may not be 
able to keep the informa-
tion up to date.

While it’s difficult to pre-
dict when customers will 
visit the shop, weather can 
be a prediction of how busy 
the store will be: when it 
rains, customers pour in. 

“If the weather’s bad, you 
get more traffic,” Case said. 

Competition in the card 
trading business is not 
what it used to be when 
Case started out. While 
there used to be many card 

shops in the area, now there are only a few 
in Austin.

“It takes a significant amount of invest-
ment to start a card shop today,” Case said. 
“It can be a volatile business because there’s 
nothing in here that anyone has to have.”

While Case has some memorabilia at his 
home, he mostly sees the inventory at Card 
Traders of Austin as his and his partner’s 
collection, leaving him little reason to add 
to his collection at home.

Eric Harmatuk, whose dad worked with 
Case at IBM, and Gary Woodmancy origi-
nally opened Card Traders of Austin 15 
years ago. When Harmatuk got married 
and joined the corporate world, and Wood-
mancy wanted to pursue other business in-
terests, Case was ready to quit corporate 
America. Case, who had worked at IBM for 
30 years as a computer programmer and in 
management, and his partner Craig Ver-
nier went in together to buy the store. 

Jim Bailey will soon join the partners as a 
third owner of Card Traders of Austin mak-
ing the hours they work more flexible. The 
owners run the place themselves, with oc-
casional part-time workers when needed.

Card Traders of Austin
8650 Spicewood Springs Road,

 Ste. 128 • 250-0958
crdtrade@swbell.net

Spicewood Springs Rd.

n
Card Traders of Austin

S P i N  t H e  W H e e L
At Card Traders of Austin, 
visitors can pay one dollar 
to spin a wheel and win a 
prize. No matter what is 
landed on, everyone wins 
and each prize is worth at 
least a dollar and ranges up 
to a value of ten dollars.

CARD TRADeRS oF AuSTIN
business    profile by Tiffany young

Owner Walt Case
Hours: Mon – Fri 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Sat 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. • Sun Noon – 5 p.m.

McNeil Dr.
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regional   report

Pflugerville  After more than a century of 
serving its community, the Cele store closed its 
doors at the end of December. It was known as the 
Richland Saloon in the late 1800s, under the pro-
prietorship of Gus Wendland. The store, located at 
the corner of Cele and Cameron roads in north-
east Travis County, became a popular weekend 
barbeque place during the last half-century. 

Early in the 1900s, Ewald Weiss took over op-
eration of the store, serving the local farmers and 
their workers. 

Weiss would butcher his own meat, and fresh 
fruit and vegetables were available, along with big 
containers of goods from the Round Rock Cheese 
Factory (for purchase by the chunk) and fresh 
breads from a bakery in Elgin. Coal, shipped into 
Pflugerville on the train, was trucked to Cele for 
sale and cords of wood were cut right behind the 
store. 

Along with the groceries, the store stocked farm 
equipment, spare parts and tools. 

A famous feature of the store was the bar, 

featuring beer brought in by the keg from San 
Antonio. For 25 cents, patrons could buy a glass 
or schooner of the foamy brew. The store and 
bar have been featured in more than ten movies, 
including Second Hand Lions, A Perfect World and 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre I, II and III. Auto-
graphed photos of the stars — Clint Eastwood, 
Robert Duval and Kevin Costner — adorned the 
walls.

Since 1951 Marvin and Marilyn Weiss, no 
relation to the Ewald Weiss family, operated the 
store. The store offered barbeque. Served on 
butcher paper, the beef, sausage, and ribs were 
slow cooked in pits on the property. 

cele store serves barbeque 
for last time Round Rock  Matt Messner began skate boarding later in life 

compared to others in the extreme sport, he said. It was after high 
school and influenced by his younger brother’s friends that Messner 
took interest.

When a skate shop in down-
town Round Rock closed its 
doors, Messner and his friends 
felt the need to replace  it. It 
became a solo endeavor, and 
Messner opened his own store 
in 2006. When he heard the City 
of Round Rock planned to build 
a new skate park just down the road at the Clay Madsen Recreation 
Center, he knew the timing was perfect.

 “If it wasn’t for the skate park [I wouldn’t be here]. Skateboard 
shops are not profitable. They are almost a not-for-profit organization. 
You really only do it for the skaters.”

Mustache Skateboards is home to the largest selection of skateboard 
hardware in the area, Messner said. 

The shop also hosts a wide variety of skate shoes and casual skate-
type shoes, T-shirts and urban fashion, and is one of the largest, lo-
cally owned men’s clothing stores in the area, he said.

“We try and keep it unique, a reason to not go to the mall,” Messner 
said. 

Mustache skateboards

Gattis School Rd.
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Mustache 
Skateboards

The Texas Department of Transportation is 
in the process of conducting a study on the 
RM 620 Corridor with Toll 45 and IH 35.  This 
study will help them to decide if a possible 
flyover from RM 620 to Hwy. 79 would be a 
good option to help the congested traffic.

The City of Round Rock is in the planning 
stages of widening the intersection of Sam 
Bass Road and Chisholm Trail Road to help 
the flow of traffic. Their plans include making 
the section between IH 35 and Chisholm Trail 
Road a four-lane road way with two lanes 
heading east and two lanes heading west. It 
would also include a dedicated right and left 
turn lane onto Chisholm Trail Road.  

The city is also in discussion with Union 
Pacific Railroad to add two gates heading 
west on Sam Bass and one gate heading east 
on Sam Bass. 

79

1

2

4

RM 620

Brushy Creek

3

A.W Grimes, a lawofficer who confronted the 
Sam Bass gang and was killed in Round Rock, 
is buried in the cemetery.

An uneducated Indiana orphan who drifted 
to Texas as a youth, Sam Bass won fame 
racing his swift “Denton Mare,” gambling, 
and robbing trains. A rich haul in Nebraska 
was followed by months of reckless 
spending. Bass liked to shower gold on 
people who fed or harbored him while he 
eluded law officers. In July 1878, he came 
to Round Rock to rob a bank, and was shot 
by Texas Rangers. He became a hero to 19th 
century balladeers and a popular character 
in Western movies.  He is also buried in the 
cemetery. 

A slave cemetery is in the northwest corner.

Source: Sam Bass Historical Marker. www.
forttours.com/pages/hmwilliamson.asp#Bass
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Cedar Park  On cold, blustery days, 
Mike Koleber used to cringe. Now, he 
smiles as he walks into his brand-new 
indoor aquatic facility: Nitro Swimming.

“Thunder and lightning? We swim. Cold 
and windy? We swim. Even if it is miser-
able outside, you wouldn’t know it in here,” 
said Koleber, owner and head coach of 
Nitro Swimming.

nitro swimming A swimmer since he was 3 years old 
and the son of a swim coach, Koleber is 
an 11-time NCAA All-American from 
Oakland University. 

In June 2007, he launched the Nitro 
Swimming facility complete with locker 
rooms, Olympic-size swimming pool and 
an additional five-lane learners’ pool for 
children’s lessons.

An eight-foot deep end in the compe-
tition pool meets new USA Swimming 
standards.

Nitro Swimming also features an ultra-
violet sanitation system that kills 99.9% of 
micro-organisms in the water. The system 
doesn’t rely on chlorine, so skin and hair 
are less likely to dry out from time in the 
water.

“Water is the lifeblood of this facility,” 
Koleber said. “I believe we’ve got not only 
the nicest facility around, but it’s the clean-
est, purest water for kids’ safety.”

Koleber hand-picked his staff of six 
coaches and brought them on as full-time 
employees so all their energy could go into 
coaching swimming.

Whitestone 
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Post office/grocery store: Nothing 
remains of this town landmark.

Brushy 
Creek Rd.

Buttercup 

Creek Blvd.

Emmett Cluck home: Although 
the home burned down, the 
foundation remains.

Handcar shed: Donated by a 
Heritage society member.

At the Jan. 9 meeting of the Cedar Park Historical and Cultural Preservation Commission, the Cedar Park Heritage 
Society and the chamber of commerce presented this proposal for a historical village on the site of the origins of 
Cedar Park. Betty Henry owns the land, on which the railroad foreman’s house still stands.  See page 11 for more 
information about the history of these structures.

Foreman’s house: According 
to the proposal, this building 
could house chamber of com-
merce offices and a museum.

Whitestone School: The society propos-
es to rebuild the school here, the site of 
the Running Brushy schoolhouse, and 
rent it for special events.  

Possible site  
of village

community corridor: Sam Bass Road Round Rock
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resiDential     real estate report

Monthly home sales

On the market
Dec. 1 - Dec. 31 3 Br./2 Ba.         

$179,000

7800 Portland Trail

Milwood
78729

Agent: 
Stan Smith
431-6255

Data provided by Coldwell Banker United (www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

NoRThweST AuSTIN AReA

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

-
2

11
18
13
13
6
2
-

Price range Number of homes for sale
78750

-
-
8

17
26
17
9
-
-

-
14
25
48
3
-
2
-
-

-
3

35
28
-
-
-
-
-

78759 78729 78727

Dec. 2007

Dec. 2006

Nov. 2007*

Oct. 2007

Sept. 2007

August 2007

22

31

16

11

23

32

Month  
Sold

78750

$320,134

$266,867

$352,580

$288,248

$289,906

$348,869

Average Price

14

28

18

31

22

37

Sold
78759

$315,416

$363,087

$313,631

$335,465

$332,840

$359,024

Average Price

18

28

17

14

20

23

Sold
78729

$193,078

$170,938

$185,935

$183,458

$191,540

$200,157

Average Price

18

36

8

27

30

33

Sold
78727

$226,111

$180,208

$180,988

$192,535

$207,261

$201,978

Average Price

4 Br./3.5 Ba.         
$569,000

7609 Baja Cove 

Windbridge
78759

Agents:
Barb Bittner 
431-6027
Becky Griner 
917-5712

4 Br./4 Ba.         
$459,900

7607 Fawnhollow Cove

Jester/Canyon 
Ridge - 78750

Agent: 
Teresa Gouldie
751-8000

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$209,000

13205 Calf Roping Trl

Scofield Farms
78727

Agent: 
Helen Chiang
422-5902

+$53,267 Change in 
average 

selling
price during 

the last 
year

78759

+$47,671

Key stats
78750

78727

78729

+$45,903 

+$22,140

Next month featuring 78758 ZIP code
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a mixed-use area, so people can live, work 
and play all in one area. This is an alterna-
tive to the typical sprawl pattern, to allow 
us to keep population in the city instead 
of on the fringes. Extending infrastructure 
to the outskirts of the city is expensive to 
the city, too, because the infrastructure is 
already there [in the city].”

The Domain Phase II is two separate de-
velopments with the same name, one being 
developed by Simon Property Group and 
the other by Endeavor Real Estate Group. 
Phase I was co-developed by both groups, 
but is now owned entirely by Simon Prop-
erty Group. 
Domain Phase II - Simon 
Property Group

Simon Property Group, which owns 
nine shopping centers in Austin, includ-
ing Gateway Shopping Center, the Shops 
at Arbor Walk, Arboretum at Great Hills 
and Barton Creek Square Mall, is develop-
ing a retail development similar to the ex-
isting Domain just south of Phase I, with 
more mixed-use buildings and entertain-
ment added to the mix. Phase II, expected 
to open in 2009, will include an additional 
300,000 sq. ft.of retail and restaurants, 
75,000 sq. ft. of Class A office space and ad-
ditional residential units.

Entertainment will include a Village 
Road Show Gold Class Cinema complex 
with eight auditoriums. Additional shop-
ping will be added with a 200,000 sq. ft. 
three-level Dillard’s and a 75,000 sq. ft. 
two-level Dick’s Sporting Goods.

Simon plans on building another 350 
housing units in The Domain Phase II, the 
same high-end luxury apartments that are 
available at The Domain now.

Lincoln Property has leased 85 percent 
of the 390 apartments available in The Do-
main, and by summer, 40 more units will 
be available. 

Residential Property Manager Karmin 
Lynch said the benefits of living in the Resi-
dences at The Domain are the close restau-
rants, shopping, hotels and entertainment 
coming in Phase II. 

“We’re still less expensive than down-
town,” Lynch said. “It’s more pedestrian 
friendly.” 
Domain Phase II – endeavor 
Real estate Group

Endeavor’s approximately 178-acre Phase 
II project will be an extension of Phase I, 

working around some existing buildings, 
such as the Texas Culinary Academy and 
an existing office building, while adding 
entertainment, local business and recre-
ation.

Endeavor broke ground on Phase II with 
a five-story office building to the east of 
The Domain in December and in March 
will begin work on a 10-acre park expected 
to be finished by year’s end. The park will 
include an approximately 1/3-acre lake and 
a hike-and-bike trail that will be part of a 
larger system that will run throughout The 
Domain.

Three hotels are planned for Phase II. 
Novare Group Holdings, LLC, a leading 
developer of mixed-use high-rise com-
munities in U.S. urban markets, purchased 
land by Endeavor for TWELVE Domain. 
TWELVE Domain will be a 130-suite hotel 
with approximately 360 condominium res-
idences, 6,500 sq. ft. of restaurant/bar space 
and 2,000 sq. ft. of retail space. The devel-
opment was projected at one point to begin 
in January, but is still in pre-development 
according to Cathy Wooten, executive vice 
president of communications for TWELVE 
Hotels & Residences. 

W Hotels has signed a contract for a 
145-room boutique hotel, which will be its 
eighth aloft brand projects in Texas. 

Whole Foods has signed a lease with En-
deavor for a 175,000 sq. ft. grocery store, 
which will bring convenient shopping 
to the residents of The Domain and the 
North Burnet/Gateway area. Plans include 
a 250,000 sq. ft., 10-story office building 
above Whole Foods. 

Nordstrom, which has a south Austin 
location at Barton Creek Mall, has signed 
a letter of intent to open a second Austin 
location at The Domain. 
Building Green

In Phase I of The Domain, residential 
housing received a three-star rating out of a 
possible five stars by Austin Energy Green 
Building. The city required the project to 
obtain at least a one-star rating. 

Endeavor is continuing its environmen-
tal efforts in Phase II by working with the 
Austin Energy Green Building Program 
and hiring sustainability consultant Aide 
Uzgiris of balance-wheel, a cost-benefit 
analysis, green-building company that ad-
vises developers in building projects. 

“One of the first great steps they took is 
hiring someone to be a part of the team who 
was going to be specifically focused on the 
sustainability issues,” Katie Jensen, multi-
family program coordinator for Austin En-

ergy said. “She’s been interfacing with the 
team on a regular basis to encourage and 
reinforce green building throughout and 
is a general advocate for green building on 
the team.”

The Domain, Phase I and II, also has ac-
cess to Austin Energy’s chilled water loop, 
through a chiller plant that was on IBM’s 
campus when Endeavor bought the land. 

coNtiNued FRoM |1
Domain Phase II This plant provides chilled water, steam 

and compressed air to The Domain’s ten-
ants, and can substantially reduce the ini-
tial capital investment for a cooling system, 
lower operational and energy expenses for 
the entire facility and deliver stable, pre-
dictable cooling costs over the long term. 
On-site electrical generation at The Do-
main is planned within five years. 
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Commuter Rail

Proposed rail route 
and stations 

If funding became 
available to move 
Union Pacific’s freight 
line east of IH 35, it is 
still undecided where the 
rail would go. Originally, 
lawmakers intended for it 
to parallel Toll 130; however, 
the engineers did not plan for 
optimal rail accommodations. 
Because the highway travels 
through hills and has sharp 
curves, it would be difficult for 
trains to follow the right-of-way. 

“We can put [rail] on 130, but 
it would be expensive,” said 
Williamson County Rep. Mike 
Krusee. “So that’s why we’re 
looking at other options. Perhaps 
it would be cheaper just to buy 
right-of-way somewhere else, a 
little bit farther east. That does 
not mean we’re going to do 
that. It could be that we run 
into so much public opposition 
that nobody wants a new rail 
farther east that we have to 
put it on 130.”

The first engineers are no 
longer working on the toll 
project, which means 
the unfinished portion 
of Toll 130 from Hwy. 
71 to Seguin should 
be more optimal 
for rail, Krusee 
said.

The         
Union Pacific      
Challenge

Source: ASA Commuter Rail District

enough funds to relocate the privately owned UP 
freight line.

“From a standpoint of when is it possible, we 
could get funding in less than a year. Politically is 
that what the region wants to do?” he said. “I don’t 
know.”
ongoing debate

In the 1990s, the Texas Legislature approved the 
creation of a commuter rail district, but it passed 
without a funding mechanism. Cities and coun-
ties joined the district and in 2003, the Austin-San 
Antonio Commuter Rail District was financed 
with federal money.

Krusee became interested in the UP right-of-
way because he envisioned building two highway 
lanes along MoPac. When that was not an option, 
community leaders considered the possibility of 
moving the UP line to a more rural area, perhaps 
east of Austin. At this point, UP has said it is not 
interested in relocating by its own financing. 

If UP did give its OK, and the money became 
available, it would not take too much time to build 
the extra rail, stations and get commuter cars, said 
Alison Schulze, a senior planner with the ASA dis-
trict. ASA has spent the last few years visiting with 
community leaders and looking for funding.

“It’s not that big a deal,” she said, “We can easily 
lay a little track. Once they sign on the dotted line, 
it could happen really fast.”
Funding jumpstart

The concept of funding commuter rail is daunt-
ing for many. During the first phase, it would cost 
an estimated $613 million for everything from 
additional track, 15 platforms, vehicle parking 
to train cars. Of the total, half would come from 
the state and half from local entities, according to 
Schulze. Although original plans scheduled the 
rail to open around 2010, she said funding chal-
lenges probably will make it closer to 2012. 

At first, ASA staff planned to access money from 
the Rail Relocation Fund, which originally was 
legislation sponsored by Krusee. Voters approved 
the fund designation in 2005. However, the Texas 
Legislature never allocated any actual dollars to-
ward it during the last session. 

Another possibility was tapping into money 
from the Federal Transit Administration New 
Start Program. That initiative failed after ASA re-
alized the program was designed for very dense 
communities such as Boston or expansions of ex-
isting systems.

Williamson County Commissioner Lisa Birk-
man is a member of the ASA board and said she 

has heard a number of options for local funding 
mechanisms, including creating a Tax Increment 
Finance district. A TIF takes a designated area of 
land and earmarks it so when the owner makes 
improvements, any taxes collected on the im-
provements will go to a specific purpose, such as 
commuter rail.

However, Birkman said the first action she 
wants is a bond election so the community could 
indicate whether it is interested or not.

“I would like to see it happen as a public out-
reach. The public is pretty much unaware,” she 
said. “We need to get the assurance that the public 
wants this if the county gets involved.”
My parents’ room

If and when the money becomes available, 
the second step toward regional commuter rail 
is moving most of the UP freight, which means 
building more track. ASA sees plenty of reasons 
that UP would want to relocate. Municipal ordi-
nance requires the trains to slow to 15-30 miles 
per hour in city limits, Schulze said. Krusee added 
that sharp inclines and turns also make it difficult 
for the trains.

 “We could get them a faster route, so it could 
be much more efficient for them,” he said. “Time 
is money in that business.”

It is not enough of a reason to make UP want to 
fund major changes any time soon. Joe Arbona, a 
UP spokesman, said fuel costs, busy roads and the 
environmental benefits of rail have made the train 
industry cost effective, and as a result, more valu-
able. So for UP it is increasingly difficult to con-
sider relocation to make room for commuter rail. 
It is inconvenient for commuter and freight trains 
to run on the same line because freight trains 
typically do not keep a schedule. That is why UP 
would expect the community to pay for relocation 
efforts, he said. 

“It’s kind of like me asking somebody if it would 
be okay for me to use a couple of rooms in your 
house,” Arbona said. “It’s really challenging be-
cause I’ve got my parents in that one room, so 
what am I supposed to do?”

Aulick acknowledges the final decision is with 
UP, who already operates an agreement with 
Amtrak to run a few passenger trains. 

“Really, if you’re going to build commuter rail, 
it’s only cost effective by and large to do it on a line 
that already exists because it’s just too expensive 
and too disruptive to build a new rail line in an 
urban area,” he said. “So the right-of-way that ex-
ists is very precious.”

Light rail

A tale of two rails:  Commuter vs. light rail

Commuter railThe words commuter rail, 
light rail and MetroRail 
have become nearly 
interchangeable in Central 
Texas, but about the 
only thing they have in 
common is that they all 
have the word “rail” in 
their names. Although 
they run on different lines, 
Austin’s MetroRail and the 
proposed Austin/San An-
tonio Commuter rail are 
almost alike in technol-
ogy. However, a light rail 
is entirely different from 
commuter and MetroRail 
both in technology and 
in the reasons for its use. 
These factors affect cost 
and usability in a rail and 
are a major consideration 
by politicians and trans-
portation experts when 
authoring bonds or asking 
for finance.

Rails
these trains are able to run on regular train tracks, so new railway routes can be made or they 
can just run on tracks that already exist. this was a major factor in the passing of Austin’s Metro 
Rail, because not laying new track kept the price down.

Power
Like a train, these cars have their own power source, usually a diesel-electric engine.

Speed
Maximum operating speed is 79 to 90 mph. 

Platforms
Platforms are 3 to 5 miles miles apart. the goal of commuter rail is to get commuters across 
town where circulator service will get them to their final destination.

Rails
Light rail also runs on rails, but rails that are embedded in the street rather than traditional 
railroad rails. the rails sink several feet into the street, which means that buried utilities often 
have to be moved when rail is laid down, making light rail more expensive.

Power
Light rail uses an overhead catenary wire. these wires are installed at the same time as the track.

Speed
Maximum operating speeds of light rail are much slower than commuter rail, only 55 to 65 mph. 
they run slower because they are at street level alongside cars.

Platforms
Platforms are usually ½ mile to 2 miles apart. the light rail works similar to a bus, serving an 
urban area. Platforms are usually at street level.
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The LIoNS CLuB

Last summer 1,538 campers 
attended the Texas Lions Camp, 
a residential camping facility for 
children with physical disabili-
ties, type 1 diabetes and cancer, 
sponsored by the Lions Clubs of 
Texas. 

Located in Kerrville, the 504 
acres of hilly terrain has every-
thing a typical camp would: a 
swimming pool, arts and crafts, 
trails, an extensive ropes course 
and many other activities for 
children to enjoy. What makes 
this camp unique is its large staff 
and wheelchair accessibility that 
provides for campers with unique 
needs. Also, each camper receives 
an award at the end of camp at an 
awards ceremony, making each 
child a winner.

“There are activities from the 
time they get up in the morning 
until they go to bed,” Board of 
Director of the Texas Lions Club 
and Round Rock Lions Club 
member Adrien Drouilhet said. 

Drouilhet, a retired superin-
tendent, has been involved in the 
Texas Lions Camp for 22 years 
and has lost count of how many 
children he’s sponsored. He said 
he attended Boy Scout Camp as 
a child and loved it, so helping 
with the Texas Lions Camp made 
sense. 

“I think it’s important for 
children with special needs to 
experience the camping experi-

ence,” he said.
About 120 counselors ranging 

in age from 18 to 26 years old are 
needed each summer and 17 full-
time staff members are employed 
to run the camp.

The camp is equipped for 
special needs campers, but there 
are some limitations, such as 
children who need 24-hour care.

In order to offer the camp at 
no cost to parents, Lions Clubs 
across Texas pay dues, sponsor 
campers, and many participate 
in three weekend sessions in 
the spring to prepare the fa-
cilities. The amount to sponsor 
one camper for a week is about 
$1,600, and all campers must be 
sponsored by a Lions Club. 

Lions Club International is the 
largest service organization in 
the world. Texas has 31,000 Lions 
Club members serving in more 
than 970 clubs and 16 districts.

“So many other organizations 
were more business oriented and 
did service on the side,” North 
Austin Fundraiser chair Seth 
Brower said. “But the Lion’s Club 
does it the other way around, 
so it’s service first and business 
second.”

Though it is up to local Lions 
Clubs to make sure sponsored 
campers have transportation to 
the camp, Drouilhet encourages 
parents to drop off and pick up 
their children, since camping is 

The Lions Camp
4100 San Antonio hwy.

Kerrville, tX
www.texaslionscamp.com

business    profile by Tiffany young

a new experience that may be 
intimidating.

Funds also come from dona-
tions from individuals and other 
service organizations.

“Once upon a time service 
organizations worked on their 
own, but now we’re realizing 
it’s more synergistic to work 
together,” Drouilhet said. “That’s 
what it takes–everyone working 
together.”

Children are not chosen for 
camp based on financial need. 
All campers are given the same 
access regardless of their parents’ 
financial need or lack thereof.

This year’s application process 
begins Jan. 15 and campers are 
chosen on a first come, first serve 
basis with first time campers 
given priority over return camp-
ers. 

There are six one-week camps 
for physically-handicapped chil-
dren, two one-week sessions for 
diabetic children and a seventh 
week dedicated to day campers 
and children with cancer. 

“Rarely do we turn a physically 
disabled child away,” said Drouil-
het, adding that the diabetic 
sessions fill up very quickly since 
there are only 200 spots.

For more information on the 
Texas Lions Camp, visit www.
texaslionscamp.comA handicapped camper rides at 

the Kerrville Lions Camp

Austin Lions Sight Conservation is a coalition of 
Lions Clubs in the immediate Austin area that 
provides eye examinations and glasses to children 
from the Austin Independent School District. This 
program provided over 46,000 eye examinations 
and glasses to those in need from 2005-2006.

Mobile Health Screening Units provide Central 
Texas adults screening for vision, glaucoma, hearing, 
blood sugar and blood pressure.  This program 
is designed to predict health issues before they 
become problems.  The screening unit is available 
for everyone.

Periodic fundraisers are conducted both by 
individual clubs and the ALSCC, including a chili 
cook-off and rummage sale held south of Austin 
each year.  All proceeds from ALSCC-sponsored 
projects are used to purchase eyeglasses and 
provide necessary eye examinations for those 
students referred by AISD.  

AuSTIN BALCoNeS  
President - Andrew Davis
512-576-7291  
Seton NW Hosp. 
1st Tues/7 PM
11113 Research

NoRTh AuSTIN LIoNS CLuB
President - Sheila Ross
512-471-6312
Shipe Hall
1st three Thursdays of month/7 PM
1103 Justin Lane
NorthAustinLions@sbcglobal.net
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Lions club brings gift of sight

One of the camp’s goals is to get children to 
set a goal and work during their week at 
camp to achieve that goal. In a ceremony 
at the beginning of each session, campers 
“blow” their wish onto a stick, and the 
stick is then thrown into the fire. As each 
child throws their stick into the fire, the fire 
grows, symbolizing that as the campers work 
together, their efforts are multiplied and the 
fire burns brighter and hotter than it would 
with just a single stick. 
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insiDe    information

After five years at her post, city 
manager Toby Futrell announced 

in July that she would be retiring from 
the position at the end of May. The 
city’s process for recruiting a new city 
manager began shortly after Toby’s 
resignation when the city hired the 
firm Arcus Public to aid in its search. 
On Jan. 3, the city announced eight 
candidates: three that were already city 
employees, the rest from around the 
state and nation. 

The city narrowed the list of candi-
dates Jan. 10 after a series of face-to-face interviews down to two, Jelynne Burley 
and Marc Ott. 

On Jan. 15 the City of Austin hosted a forum at Palmer Auditorium offering 
citizens, public officials and city employees the ability to meet the two finalists 
for city manager. After an introduction by Austin Mayor Will Wynn in which  
he explained the city’s process using the firm Arcus to aid in their search, both 
candidates were given time to address the audience. 

Marc Ott spoke second, after Burley, and did not prepare a speech, saying he 
wanted to speak from his heart. The 52-year-old explained how he began his 
career 26 years ago wanting to enter the law field, but after being introduced to 
city managing during an internship, he concluded that not only was he good at 
it, but it was a role that was fundamentally necessary to a city. 

“I want to conduct business in such a way that we are absolutely responsive,” 
Ott said, drawing cheers from parts of the crowd as he explained that he believes 
it is essential to have the community as part of the process. 

Ott ended his speech by telling how, since the interview process had begun, 
his wife had been researching Austin online and he had come to a conclusion, “I 
want to be here, my family wants to be here,” Ott said. “Austin is the right place, 
and I’m the right person.” 

After the forum, the council held final interviews on Jan. 16. The council made 
its decision the morning of Jan. 17, but an unknown source leaked early in the 
morning that Ott would be the selection. 

“It is a historic and happy day as this council has chosen a talented and strong 
public administrator, Marc Ott,” Council member Sheryl Cole said. Cole is 
currently the only African American council member. “As he works to transi-
tion into the ebb and flow of our world-class city, we will be working with Marc 
to bring this community together for positive change. We now have our first 
African-American city manager who I believe will diligently serve our entire 
community.”

As city manager, Ott will be responsible for the day-to-day management of 
a work force of more than 12,000 employees in approximately 25 departments 
with a total operating budget of $2.5 billion.

Marc Ott
Current job: Assistant City Manager for the City of Fort worth

In this position, Ott is responsible for Fort Worth’s infrastructure activities, carried out by 
the departments of water, transportation and public works, engineering and aviation. 

Ott is also responsible for promoting orderly growth. He 
serves as the primary staff liaison with state and regional 

transportation agencies, including the Texas Department 
of Transportation, Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport, 
the Fort Worth Transportation Authority, the North 
Texas Tollway and the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments.

Background:
 Ott has served in the following positions: city 

administrator for Rochester Hills, Mich., city manager 
for Kalamazoo, Mich., deputy city manager for 
Kalamazoo, Mich., assistant city manager for 
Kalamazoo, Mich., and as administrative services 
officer for Grand Rapids, Mich.  

education:
A Master’s degree in public administration and 

a Bachelor’s degree in management with a 
concentration in economics, both from Oakland 
University in Michigan.

AuSTIN ChooSeS MARC oTT AS New CITY MANAGeR
by Rachel youens
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Commercial property
1

512-836-7312

2

3

4

Anderson Mill Road is in the process of being expanded into a four-lane 
major arterial, which will create a main thoroughfare from US 183 to RM 620 and 
the growing communities of Cedar Park and Leander. The highlighted area from 
Spicewood Parkway to RM 620 includes a center turn lane and bicycle lanes on 
both sides. This project started in November 2007, and the estimated completion 
date is June 2008. 

RM 620

The Mill is a retail development 
consisting of 20,000 sq. ft. 
available to large retail shops and 
professional offices desiring a retail 
presence. The previous tenant was 
Skateworld.  This newly rebuilt 
space is available for lease through 
Noble Capital.
www.noble-capital.com

Newman Business Park Bldg v
includes tenants such as Time 
Masters and Cakes, Chocolates & 
More. 2,400 sq. ft. is available for 
lease through Noble Capital.
www.noble-capital.com

1.24 acres of retail or office space 
is for sale. For more information, 
e-mail jim@jimmelton.com.

This new two-story Sunrise office 
Building has 6,852 sq. ft. and is 
available for sale or lease through 
JB Goodwin. 
www.jbgoodwincommercial.com

The former Albertsons location is 
still under contract by Albertsons. 
An interested party is looking to 
purchase this facility, gas station 
and convenience store. When the 
deal is complete, the owner may 
choose to lease them separately.

6

Corridors
Community  Anderson Mill Rd.: 620 to Parmer Ln.

Business & Recreation
Springwoods Park sits directly 
behind the Springwoods Municipal 
Utility District building and has 
two tennis courts, picnic areas, 
playgrounds and hike-and-bike 
trails. The park is open from sunrise 
to sunset and pavilion rental is 
available for private parties.
For more information, call 
219-2288. To view a slideshow go to 
the NWA homepage at 
www.communityimpact.com.

5

11

Spicewood Pkw
y.
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Sponsored by Austin Telco

Anderson Mill Rd.

AuSTIN TeLCo
FeDeRAL CReDIT uNIoN

Parm
er Ln

10

Development
Arboretum Park is a new 18,000 
sq. ft. high-profile, mixed-use 
neighborhood center ready for 
custom interior completion in 
February. Scott S. Taylor, president 
of Land\Creek Development, said, 
“Our goal is to fill the new center 
with a blend of businesses and 
retailers that will offer customers 
quality one-stop shopping and 
services.”  The unique space 
provides three one-story free-
standing buildings with a 
landscaped courtyard.  
www.lakecreek.com

Arboretum Park - Ash Creek Homes 
are nestled in this environmentally-
sensitive mixed-use development. 
Arboretum Park is a gated 
community of 39 garden homes 
with high-performance and 
energy-efficient features. They are 
all certified by the Austin Energy 
Green Building Program. Prices 
start in the $190s.
www.ashcreekinc.com

Corridors
Community  Anderson Mill Rd.: 620 to Parmer Ln.

The Jollyville Fire Department 
has about 40 volunteers and 21 
paid firefighters. The department 
provides fire protection and rescue 
services out of its two stations in 
Northwest Austin for approximately 
35,000 people living in an area 
of 12 square miles. For more 
information,  visit www.jvfd.org.

Laura Chenault opened Simply 
Romantic wedding chapel more 
than three years ago after seeing so 
many people she knows overspend 
on weddings. “I thought I’d open a 
small wedding chapel and provide 
a beautiful candle-lit wedding 
ceremony without the huge 
expense,” Chenault said. She is open 
by appointment only and caters to 
spontaneous weddings as well as 
those planned in advance. 
www.simplyromantic.biz

7

8

9

2

5

1 7
6

3

Jetco is now leasing  20,000 sq. 
ft. of retail office space. For more 
information call 563-7791.

4

8

extreme Fun Kids entertainment 
Center opened in December at 
10401 Anderson Mill Rd, Ste. 110A 
next to Austin Regional Clinic. The 
center carries inflatables, and a 
foam pit for children 12 and under 
and picnic tables where parents can 
socialize.

Admission for all day play is $8 
for children 3 and up and $6 
for children under 3. For more 
information, call 258-7800.

11

Sunrise Office Building

10

Pond Springs Rd.

9
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fitness guidefitness guide
Alexa Sparkman Nutrition
4131 Spicewood Springs Road
257-0898

Apple A Day health Shoppe
12129 N. RM 620
250-5700

General Nutrition Center
13435 N. US 183
506-9041

Great health Nutrition Center
4815 W. Braker Lane
345-7897

health Matrix 
Natural medicine and pain resolution practice
7212 McNeil Drive, Ste. 206
335-7179
www.essentialhealthmatrix.com

Smoothie King
10900 Research Blvd.
231-1414

TFN Nutrition Center 
Nutritional supplements and smoothies
13776 N. US 183
219-1334

                      Gyms
24 hour Fitness - Lake Creek
13802 N. US 183
249-6724

24 hour Fitness - Austin
10616 Research Blvd.
794-9151

24 hour Fitness - Parmer
12400 N. IH 35
252-3324

Catz Sports 
Helps athletes train for competition
12611 Hymeadow Drive
345-5547
www.catzsports.com 

Curves 
12518 Research Blvd.
918-1771

Curves
12129 N. RM 620
257-1300

Gold’s Gym
9101 Research Blvd.
837-5577
www.goldsgym.com

healthy Inspirations
Nutrition, counseling, exercise and massage
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 109B
250-0087

Kratai Fitness Studio
3803 Hawkshead Road
www.kratai.net/
914-5425

Pure Austin - Quarry Lake
4210 W Braker Lane
342-2200
www.pureaustin.com/

Sculpture Nutrition and Fitness
Offers nutrition consultation for eating disorders, 
post/pre-natal women, medical conditions, etc.
13740 Research Blvd., Ste. U4
www.sculpturetexas.com
517-7624

ATX Personal Fitness
12174 N. MoPac, Ste. C
919-0492

               Martial Arts
America’s Best Karate 
2121 W. Parmer Lane
837-5425

Aim & Focus Karate
8833 Anderson Mill Road
257-8552
www.aimandfocus.com

Austin Karate Academy
9308 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 600
335-5425

Austin Kung Fu Academy
2700 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 802
323-0805

Impact Martial Arts
12200 Research Blvd.
257-3333
www.austinimpact.net

Shaolin-Do Kung Fu and Tai Chi
2521 Rutland Drive
837-9307

Texas Black Belt Karate
12129 RM 620
258-1201

Third Coast Martial Arts
8108 Mesa Drive, Ste. C-101
302-5425
www.thirdcoastmartialarts.com

vandry Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 125
585-1289
www.austinbjj.com

             Yoga & Pilates
Austin Bodyworks Therapy Center
13359 N. US 183, Ste. 407
506-9642
www.austinbodyworks.com

Nutrition & Smoothies
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Municipal utility Districts
These organizations provide neighborhood 
pools, workout facilities and athletic fields 
to members for reasonable prices.

Anderson Mill
11500 El Salido Parkway 
Both residents and non-residents may use 
the municipal utility district’s courts and 
pools, but they must purchase an annual 
key and swim tag. Both may be bought 
online at http://andersonmillparks.org.
• Lighted tennis courts
• Two pools
• Fitness center with workout equipment 
• Softball field at Harper Park
• Soccer practice fields at Harper Park, Old 
  Stage Park and Park of the Villages
• Sand volleyball courts at El Salido, Old  
  Stage and Harper Park

The Quarries
Hyde Park Baptist Church owns this 
recreation complex containing four tennis 
courts, lighted fields, baseball fields, trails 
and even a 15-acre spring-fed lake. The 
Quarries also offers workout facilities with 
exercise machines. Membership is $45 a 
month for a single person, but the church 
offers discounted rates for its members or 
those of affiliate churches.
241-0233
11400 N. MoPac
Hpbc.com

Mall walking
Lakeline Mall opens its doors at 8 a.m. daily 
and at 9 a.m. on Sunday for mall walking.

School tracks
• McNeil High School, 5720 McNeil Rd., 
  0.25-mile track
• John B. Connally High School, 13212 N. 
  Lamar Blvd.,
  0.25-mile track

Austin bicycle map
• Download online at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/bicycle/bikemap.htm
• Order by mail by sending a check for $2 
payable to “City of Austin.” 
mail to:
City of Austin Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Program
P.O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767
• Call 974-7016

YMCA
Northwest Branch
5807 McNeil Drive
335-9622
www.austinymca.org/locations/4
northwest@austinymca.org
• Two pools
• Weights and workout equipment
• Sauna
• Yoga, pilates, karate, aerobics, spinning  
  and other lessons

North Park Branch
9616 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 130
973-9622
northpark@austinymca.org
www.austinymca.org/locations/8
• Raquetball courts
• Indoor pool
• Hot tub
• Weights and workout equipment
• Yoga, pilates, karate, aerobics, spinning 
   and other lessons
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Working out cheaply
In 2004, Austin Mayor Will Wynn issued a challenge to Austinites to make the 
city the fittest in the country in two years. The city is rising to this challenge by 
supporting parks bonds and encouraging use of bike and walking paths. Here are 
some cheap and free ways to get fit or stay fit in Northwest Austin.
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fitness guidefitness guide
Kratai Fitness Studio
3803 Hawkshead Road
www.kratai.net/
914-5425

Pure Austin - Quarry Lake
4210 W Braker Lane
342-2200
www.pureaustin.com/

Sculpture Nutrition and Fitness
Offers nutrition consultation for eating disorders, 
post/pre-natal women, medical conditions, etc.
13740 Research Blvd., Ste. U4
www.sculpturetexas.com
517-7624

ATX Personal Fitness
12174 N. MoPac, Ste. C
919-0492

               Martial Arts
America’s Best Karate 
2121 W. Parmer Lane
837-5425

Aim & Focus Karate
8833 Anderson Mill Road
257-8552
www.aimandfocus.com

Austin Karate Academy
9308 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 600
335-5425

Austin Kung Fu Academy
2700 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 802
323-0805

Impact Martial Arts
12200 Research Blvd.
257-3333
www.austinimpact.net

Shaolin-Do Kung Fu and Tai Chi
2521 Rutland Drive
837-9307

Texas Black Belt Karate
12129 RM 620
258-1201

Third Coast Martial Arts
8108 Mesa Drive, Ste. C-101
302-5425
www.thirdcoastmartialarts.com

vandry Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 125
585-1289
www.austinbjj.com

             Yoga & Pilates
Austin Bodyworks Therapy Center
13359 N. US 183, Ste. 407
506-9642
www.austinbodyworks.com
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Bike Lanes

Parks

Pools/
Swimming

Balcones District • 12017 Amherst Drive

TennisSoccerMulti-purpose 
court & field

BasketballvolleyballBaseball/ 
Softball

hiking Trails

Schroeter Park • 11701 Big Trail

Quail Creek Park • 1101 Mearns Meadow Drive

Northwest Balcones Park • 10201 Tallyran Drive

Hill Park • 8601 Tallwood Drive

Great Hills Park • 10700 Floral Drive

Gracywoods Park • 12133 Metric Blvd.

Cook Park • 1511 Cripple Creek Drive

Bull Creek Park • 6701 Lakewood Drive

Bull Creek Greenbelt • 7806 N. Capital of Texas Hwy.

Barrow Preserve • 7715 Longpoint Drive

St. Edwards Park • 7301 Spicewood Springs Road

Stillhouse Nature Preserve • 7810 Sterling Drive

Wooten Park • 1406 Dale Drive

Walnut Creek Park • 12138 N. Lamar Blvd.

Matthew & Hazeline Smith Trail • 
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Chaparral Ice
14200 N. IH 35
252-8500
www.chaparralice.com

North Austin Rock Gym
8300 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. B102
www.austinrockgym.com

Swindell Smart Baseball and Softball 
Training Center
10609 Metric Blvd.
835-2272

equipment
Austin Fitness Repair
6435 Spicewood Springs Road
964-7273

Body works Fitness
2311 W. Rundberg Lane
442-0700
www.bodyworksfitness.net

Bikes
Bicyle Sport Shop
10947 Research Blvd.
345-7460
www.bicyclesportshop.com

Buck’s Bikes
12530 Research Blvd.
www.bucksbikes.com

hammerhead Bikes
12307 Roxie Drive
331-2002
www.hammerheadbikes.com

Music City Cycles
6301 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 504
336-2453
www.musiccitycycles.com

Running
Run-Tex
9901 N. Capital of Texas Highway, Ste. 160
343-1164
www.runtex.com

Golfsmith Golf & Tennis
10001 Research Blvd.
502-9231

Pilates Connections
12129 N. RM 620, Ste. 401
249-5390

well-Being Body works
Yoga, massage and ergonomic guidance
4131 Spicewood Springs Road
415-5415
www.wbbworks.com

Yoga Yoga
12002 Burnet Road
490-1200
www.yogayoga.com

Dance
Austin Dance Co.
Adult hip hop
6507 Jester Blvd.
795-1962

 Dance Center
12129 N. RM 620, Ste. 590
250-0211

Dance Studio 
Adult ballet and tap
10401 Anderson Mill Road
335-8247
www.dancestudioaustin.com

Dancers workshop 
Adult ballet, tap, jazz and hip-hop
11150 Research Blvd., Ste. 107
349-7197

Joyce willett School of Dance 
Adult tap and jazz
12687 Research Blvd.
335-0013

Shirley McPhail School of Dance
Adult tap and ballet classes
8650 Spicewood Springs Road
Spicewood Springs Studio
258-3793
www.smsdance.com

Athletic Fields
Town and Country optimist fields
9100 Meadowheath Drive
918-9675
www.tandcsports.org

    Specialty workouts
Bruce’s Ko Boxing
8711 Burnet Road
www.bruceskoboxing.com
407-9413
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3M half Marathon 
In its 14th year, the 3M Half Marathon, held Jan. 27 at 7 a.m., is a point to point 13.1-mile 

downhill course that begins near Baby Acapulco Restaurant & Cantina, 9505 Stonelake 
Blvd., and ends at Waterloo Park.   

This year’s race will benefit Any Baby Can, a non-profit with a mission to ensure that all 
children reach their potential through education, therapy and family support services. 
Any Baby Can will receive a guaranteed $30,000 donation from this year’s event. 

The race, sanctioned by USA Track & Field, includes: markers at every mile, a power 
drink at miles four, eight and 12, every mile is marked, clothing drop off at start, police-
controlled major intersections and medical support along the course, food at the finish 
and return bus transport to start.

The 3M Half Marathon offers $18,250 in prizes and 
bonuses. 

Runners fly in from all over the world to compete in the 
3M Half Marathon. Last year’s winners were Ethiopian 
Alene Reta in the Male Open Division, who ran the course 
in one hour, one minute and 46 seconds (1:01:46) and Great 
Britain’s Kathy Butler in the Female Open Division, who won 
her first 3M Half Marathon in one hour, eleven minutes and 
12 seconds (1:11:12).

There will also be a two-person Half Marathon Relay and a 
Kids Fun Run for children under 10 years old.

To register or volunteer, visit www.3mhalfmarathon.com.

Balcones Country Club
8600 Balcones Country Club Drive
www.balconescountryclub.com
holes: 36
Course rating: 69.9
MUST be a member to play
In addition to golf memberships, Balcones 
also offers special tennis memberships. 
They have 10 tennis courts at the club.
Call about membership: 258-2775

Austin Country Club
4408 Long Champ Drive
www.austincc.memfirstclubs.net
holes: 18
Course rating:
MUST be a member to play
The club’s location along Lake Travis gives 
the added benefit of offering 42 boat slips 
for docking watercraft. A pool, eight hard 
courts and two clay courts and a fully 
stocked gym are also on site.
Call about membership: 314-3250

Avery Ranch
10500 Avery Club Drive
www.averyranchgolf.com
holes: 18
Course rating: 73.5
Regular weekday rate: $52
Medium bucket at drive range: $6
Do NOT have to be a member to play
The club also offers digital video analysis 
and lessons with pros, in addition to a player 
development program with discounted rates 
and more practice time.
Reserve a time: 248-2442

Great hills Country Club
5914 Lost Horizon Drive
www.greathillscc.org
holes: 18
Course rating:
In addition to golf, the club also offers a 
junior-Olympic size pool and four lighted 
tennis courts.
Call about membership: 345-6940

local golf courses
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frisbee golf

If you can’t afford 
greens fees, or if you 
just prefer a style of golf 
where you can drag a 
cooler of sodas behind 
you, Northwest Austin 
hosts one of the city’s 
only disc golf courses 
outside of downtown. 
The free course is owned 
by the Wells Branch 
Municipal Utility District 
and features nine holes 
stretching along Wells 
Branch Parkway.

The Town and Country Optimist Club is registering 
kids for the Spring youth sports seasons for Baseball, 
Lacrosse, Softball, Soccer, and Miracle League 
baseball.  Miracle League for special needs kids will be 
played on our new Miracle League field.

Registration is encouraged in January 
on-line by visiting the T&C website at

www.tandcsports.org

T&C, a non-profit organization, 
operates a 90+ acres youth sports 
complex in Northwest Austin with 
convenient access from Hwy 183, 620, 
Anderson Mill Rd and Parmer Lane.

30

MoPac

360
183

Braker Ln.

Stonelake Blvd

Jollyville Rd.

M
es

a 
D

r.



JANUARY 2008 23impAct News.com

KRAMER

DUVAL ROAD

BALCONES 
RESEARCH 

CENTER

PALMER  

LANE

YAGER

LANE

HOWARD

O
LD

  H
W

Y.
 1

83

SUMMIT SCHOOL
F.M. 1325 & Kramer Lane

1325

183

It’s one of those simple mistakes anyone could make 
while writing: transposing a letter or leaving one out or 
simply misspelling a word altogether. But could it be 
possible that a road, a school and a number of businesses 
were all victims of a simple misspelling?

County documents reveal Parmer Lane started out 
many decades ago as Palmer Lane, not Parmer. And as 
late as 1960, the City of Austin said the road was Palmer. 
Since this time Pflugerville ISD’s Parmer Lane elementary, 
The Parmer Lane Tavern, Parmer Lane Baptist Church 
and several others have all been named after the road.

For about 100 years, Austin was the home to many 
families by the name Palmer. It was not until recent years 
that anyone named Parmer even lived in Travis County.

By 1880 there were six Palmer families in Travis 
County. Documents show 1900 and 1910 had five Palmer 
families. That number grew to 13 families by 1920, and 
increased to 15 by 1930. Still no Parmer family in sight.

One early noted Palmer was four stars Gen. Bruce 
Palmer Jr. who was born in Austin in 1913 to parents 
Brigadier General Bruce and Madeline Palmer. He gradu-
ated from the United States Military Academy in 1936.
When he was head of the U.S. Readiness Command, a 
portion of Bergstrom Air Force 87th Tactical Reconnais-
sance Squadron was under his command.

Both the Charles Palmer and Edward Palmer families 
farmed in the area where Palmer Lane originated. It is be-
lieved that the road name was derived from either of these 
families. One of the most common ways a road got named 
was the road leading to the home or farm of a well-known 
family. Either of these farming families fit that situation.

In 1940, Vernon Scofield began buying land in that area 
for Scofield’s Ranch. According to Vernon and Audrey 
Scofield, “everyone knew the road name was Palmer, and 

Origin of Parmer name a result of misspelling
historical    impact by KaRen R. Thompson

somehow in recent years it was misspelled to Parmer.” 
Lester Palmer was mayor of Austin from 1961 to 1963. 

Palmer Auditorium is named in his honor. Palmer Lane 
was still known as Palmer, not Parmer, at that time.

According to records at the Austin History Center, and 
the Austin and Travis County map collections, the road 
name was Palmer as late as 1960. A large, official map, 
created on linen by the City of Austin Planning Depart-
ment in September 1960, show the road name as Palmer. 
At that time the road was about five miles long and ran 

between IH 35 and FM 1325, between Kramer and How-
ard lanes.

The City of Austin says the road was always Palmer 
in their records and any change to the name as Parmer 
was done without their knowledge. Travis County has no 
information to provide about this situation. 

Marcus Cooper at the Austin District office of the Texas 
Department of Transportation said as far as TxDOT is 
concerned, that road is officially Farm to Market 734. 
Cooper said if the City of Austin or Travis County wanted 
to name the road, they were responsible for doing that.

In Williamson County the road is named Parmer Lane, 
most likely a case of Williamson imitating Travis County. 

A 1960 city planning map 
from the Austin History 
Center shows Palmer Lane 
where Parmer Lane is 
now located. The map 
also shows the prelimi-
nary route for MoPac and 
Braker Lane as well as the 
now-demolished Summit 
School.
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CoNNALLY hIGh SChooL BRINGS SANTA To LIFe FoR 77 ChILDReN
eDucation    focus

Pflugerville Independent School District’s Connally High School 
teaches high school students the pleasure of giving through its yearly 
Adopt-a-Child program. The program has been around so long, 
teachers and faculty can’t remember how it got started.

Connally High School’s student council sponsor and English teacher 
Laura Brown remembers participating in the program when she was a 
student at Pflugerville High School in the late 1980s. Now she coordi-
nates the event for CHS.

This year CHS adopted 77 children and raised more than $12,000 
for gifts.

 “I was really proud of our school,” Brown said. “It went the best it’s 
ever gone.”

The process starts in October for Brown, long before the holiday 
season. Teachers fill out forms letting her know if they would like to 
participate and whether they prefer to adopt a girl or boy. 

Participating classrooms get an elementary student’s name from one 
of the feeder schools: Delco Primary, Parmer Lane, Wieland Elemen-
tary, Copperfield Elementary, Dessau Elementary, Northwest Elemen-
tary and River Oaks Elementary. Children are chosen by the schools’ 
counselors based on financial need. 

Copperfield Elementary counselor Kathy Garza has participated in 
PISD’s Adopt-a-Child program since she came to the district from the 
Austin Independent School District in 2002. She’s seen a wide range of 
reactions from children over the years.

“They can’t believe it,” Garza said. “I’ve heard, ‘Is this real? Am I 
dreaming?’ It’s precious.” 

After the class receives a name and list of gifts the child wants, the 
class collects donations, with a goal of $100, which it takes to buy 
presents for the children.

The elementary children are then brought by Durham buses to 
CHS, where a classroom throws a party, complete with food and 
drinks, and gives their adopted child wrapped Christmas presents.

“It’s an amazing thing to do for others,” Garza said. “It’s a good thing 
in this day and age to teach kids to give.”

by tiffany young

other Charitable 
involvement
 
Austin school district

The Assistance League of Austin 
hosts Operation School Bells in the 
Austin Independent School District.

Last year AL Austin provided 
3,368 students at 105 AISD schools 
with a full school wardrobe of new 
clothing, shoes, book bag and 
grooming kit through Operation 
School Bell. 

Monetary donations can be 
mailed to 4901 Burnet Road, Austin, 
TX, 78756-2609.

Round Rock district

With the help of the annual 
Celebration of Love Program and 
Snappy Snacks Chief Executive 
Officer Tom Ramsey, The Families 
in Transition Program at Round 
Rock ISD was able to distribute 750 
grocery vouchers to RRISD families 
in need for a holiday meal. 

The vouchers were named the 
Lauren Voucher in memory of 
Lauren Ruiz, a former student. 
Three youth groups and staff from 
Success East, Stony Point High 
School and Deerpark Middle School 
volunteered as well as numerous 
team members of The Student 
Diversity and Learning Program.

A total of 74 students, staff and 
families signed up to volunteer to 
hand out the vouchers. 

The Adopt-a-Child gifts were given Dec. 21. 
On the day of the event, elementary school children slowly filled Connally’s 

cafeteria.  One child worried because she forgot to tell Santa how many days she had 
been good. Excited voices filled the halls as high school students, representatives of 
their second period classes, picked up the children and took them to the classroom. 
The children appeared intimidated by the older students at first, but quickly warmed 
up to them after a few minutes.

After the children opened their gifts and enjoyed refreshments in the different 
classrooms, they met back in the cafeteria before loading onto buses to return to their 
school. 

While footballs sailed across the cafeteria, teachers and counselors corralled their 
students as they rode past on their scooters, skateboards and bicycles.

Some kids quietly took everything in, while others exclaimed, “This is awesome!”
Bags of toys cluttered the floor, each with a different name written in marker with 

gifts ranging from PlayStations, to Bratz dolls, to sunglasses, to Nike shoes, to tea 
sets, to crayons. High school students volunteered to load gifts onto the bus, and the 
children were on their way back to their own schools. 

It’s a lot to happen in just one hour, but somehow the students, teachers and 
counselors worked together to make it a successful event. 

Kids from across the district arrive at Connally to open gifts
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L A  M o R A D A  e N  L A  M A Ñ A N A

La Morada has recently begun 
serving breakfast on Saturday and 
Sunday starting at 8 a.m. until noon. 

Breakfast includes breakfast tacos, 
omelettes, pancakes, biscuits and 
gravy and traditional Mexican dishes 
like Menudo.

n

Parmer Ln.

LA MoRADA
neighborhooD    Dining by Rachel youens

Above, the enchiladas 
verdes. Right, La 
Morada’s pet piranha 
now hangs on the wall.

La Morada
12407 N. MoPac

836-6611
www.lamo.com

MoPac

When I asked owner Chuck Swisher 
for a bowl of sherbet at the end of 

my meal, he knew I was a long-time cus-
tomer. I wasn’t yet born when the restau-
rant opened in 1983, but I grew up eating 
La Morada’s fresh food, watching the giant 
piranha swim through the restaurant’s 
fish tank and finishing my Mexican meal 
with a bowl of sherbet brought to me by 
Chuck’s father, co-owner Ike Swisher. 

Things have changed since I was a kid. 
The piranha is still there, only now he’s 
stuffed and hangs on the wall, and the 
price of sherbet got so high they started 
handing out mints instead. But the food is 
the same colorful fare I’ve always enjoyed. 

The restaurant’s recipes are native to 
the Nuevo Laredo area, Chuck said. He 
is also quick to acknowledge that indeed 
Swisher is not a Mexican name, but what 
the family lacks in Mexican heritage, they 
have made up in education and experi-
ence. Other Mexican restaurants, includ-
ing Herbert’s Taco Hut (a favorite of San 
Marcos River tubers) allowed the Swisher 
family into their kitchens to learn recipes 
and processes.

For its “gringo” background, La Mo-
rada steers clear of the homogenized 
bland Mexican food and offers traditional 
staples, such as Menudo ($4.95), Tacos Al 
Pastor with achiote paste ($6.95 for din-
ner) and Posole hominy stew ($4.95).

One of the highlights is the lunch menu 
which offers the distinctively titled, “The 
Choice.” For $7.10 (or $5.65 for a lighter 

version) diners can mix and match from a 
list of items including tamales, enchiladas, 
soup and salad. All of the items on the 
lunch menu are scaled down versions of 
the regular menu, both in price and size. 
The price for most enchilada dinners hov-
ers around $5.25 for two enchiladas. Even 
the light lunch was filling. 

I was worried when I ordered the cha-
lupa that I was going to leave hungry, but I 
was served a large fried tortilla piled with 
beans, cheese and vegetables. The Tortilla 
Soup ($3.25 a cup) was unusually creamy, 
rather than a broth and lacked the chunks 
of chicken. 

I appreciated that my waitress wasn’t 
stingy with the salsa and that during the 
entire meal she kept the bowls full. Salsa is 
the measure of a good Mexican restaurant, 
and La Morada offers two types: one that’s 
thin and spicy and another that is chunky 
and dark.

La Morada’s size and atmosphere are 
deceptive judging from the strip-center ex-
terior. I was seated in the middle of a tiled 
room with a skylight at a table with a large 
umbrella poking through the middle, and 
to my right was a full wall mural depicting 
rural Mexico. 

For nearly a quarter century, La Morada 
has thrived in this neighborhood, and not 
just because of their food. Their support 
of local little league teams and company 
happy hours are what bring customers in. 
The food is just what keeps them coming 
back.

La Morada
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Contact Information: 389-7572
http://allsystemsgo.capmetro.org

Capital Metro media 
representative

Q. How much will it cost to ride the MetroRail? 
A. The fare for MetroRail has not yet been established.  
At the direction of the board of directors, staff is 
exploring possible changes to Capital Metro’s overall 
fare structure. That process also includes setting the 
fare for rail. 

Q. How will the fare be paid?
A. Each station will have ticket vending machines 
where customers can purchase their ticket.  There 
will not be turnstiles or fare checkers at the train 
door because this would delay the boarding process;  
however, a fare checker on board the train may ask to 
see your ticket.

Q. When will construction begin on the stations?
A. Construction is underway on six of the rail stations. 
Construction is expected to begin on the Downtown, 
Howard and Kramer stations in the spring.

Q. What is the projected start month and how many 
times a day will it run?
A. Service will begin this fall.  All schedules are also 
in the planning stage, but initially we plan to operate 
during morning and afternoon rush hour, with the 
possibility of future mid-day trips. All schedules are also 
in the planning stage, but initially we plan to operate 
during morning and afternoon rush hour, with the 

Testing has already begun on the MetroRail’s cars, and Austin’s first passenger rail system is 
set to begin this fall. As the launch of the MetroRail nears, Austinites have many questions 

ranging from the rail’s noise to its cost. Capital Metro press representative Misty Whited has be-
come the expert on the rail and offers answers to citizens’ pressing questions about MetroRail.

possibility of mid-day trips. We will also look to add 
weekend trips once the demand grows.  

Q. there have been concerns about noise. How noisy 
will the MetroRail be? 
A. Federal law requires that trains sound their horns 
at all public crossings unless a quiet zone has been 
established.  Capital Metro is upgrading the crossing 
technology to establish quiet zones at all public 
crossings from 183 to downtown Austin, from Cedar 
Park to Leander and other heavily populated sections 
of the track. And you can also add this sentence to 
the paragraph: MetroRail trains engines are extremely 
quiet and produce very little vibration. In addition to 
the benefit of quiet zones, quad gates also prevent cars 
from driving around crossing gates. 

Q. What will the breakdown of the funding be?
A. Capital Metro is funding this project within our 
current operating budget without issuing bonds and 
with no tax increase.  Our largest revenue source is 
the one cent sales tax.  Since the fare has not been 
established, we cannot yet determined the percentage 
of operational costs covered by passenger fares.

Q. What are the city and capital Metro doing to 
dialogue about expansion or to put together a 
referendum?
A. Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
has created a Transit Working Group to look into the 
potential for more rail. For more information, visit 
www.campotexas.org/comm_twg.php.

Q. What is capital Metro doing to promote and 
educate people about the rail?
A. Capital Metro has several departments that 
work towards increasing public awareness about the 
value of public transportation, which includes bus, 
paratransit and rail services. Capital Metro’s Business 
and Community Development staff meets often with 
neighborhood associations, social groups, community 
organizations and local schools to inform them about 
the commuter rail. Most recently, the Community 
Involvement Team sent out postcards and block-walked 

neighborhoods affected by the rail vehicle testing. 
Additionally, one of Capital Metro’s top priorities is 
safety. There is an extensive initiative to educate the 
public, especially children, about rail safety. 
As the project develops, Capital Metro plans to hold 
large community events to introduce the public to the 
trains and each rail station. 

Q. is the Rails with trails project still on? What will 
this look like?
A. During Capital Metro’s 2004 All Systems Go open 
houses, workshops and briefings, the Central Texas 
community encouraged Capital Metro to begin 
planning for bike and pedestrian trails along rail lines.  
Capital Metro completed a feasibility study in the 
summer of 2007 with the input of stakeholders. The 
study determined feasible bike and pedestrian trail 
alignments, including connections to Capital MetroRail 
stations, priority trail segments and costs for each trail 
segments. 
Capital Metro has incorporated the program into its 
long-range financial plan as well as working with 
the City of Austin to incorporate the Rails with Trails 
program into their bike plan. 

Q. What is being done to develop the area around the 
MetroRail stops?
A. Lakeline has several developments in progress, 
most notably Lakeline Station by Pacific Summit 
Partners. We have selected potential development 
partners for both Lakeline and Leander. In both cases, 
the selection means that we will now attempt to 
negotiate a joint development agreement that is in 
the best interests of Capital Metro and conforms to all 
relevant federal, state and local laws and regulations. 
Developers are also working on a transit-oriented 
development near the Crestview Station (located 
near Highland Mall along Justin Lane). There is new 
housing in the MLK, Jr. station area and plans for further 
development there. Also, there is a new development 
being planned for Sixth Street and Comal Street, which 
is a block from Plaza Saltillo. Capital Metro owns 13.6 
acres at Leander and 20.8 acres at Lakeline. 

community   profile        MisTy whiTed


